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the  United  States,  for  the  slaves  were  considered 
and  protected  as  property  on  both  sides  ,of  the 
Spanish  line,  and  the  emigrants  from  the  United 
States  found  the  additional  quantity  of  granted 
land  they  could  acquire  for  every  slave,  made  their 
removal  advantageous.  Who,  then,  under  these 
circumstances,  would  have  thought  the  property 
of  slaves  insecure  by  the  provision  in  the  treaty  for 
the  maintenance  and  security  of  property  ?  An- 
terior to  the  treaty  of  cession  the  citizens  of  the 
old  United  States  received  large  sums  of  money 
for  slaves  sold  and  transported  by  the  avenue  of 
the  Mississippi  to  Louisiana;  and  had  the  treaty  pre- 
served a  total  silence,  with  regard  to  the  protec- 
tion of  property,  it  would  be  irreconcileable  with 
justice  that  we  should  first  sell  those  slaves  to  the 
jnhabitants,  and,  after  securing  the  pKrice,  proceed 
to  emancipate  them,  or  lessen  Uieir  utility  or  value 
by  emancipating  their  descendants.  We  are  ask^ 
to  bind,  limit,  or  manacle  the  proposed  State  of 
Missouri.  Are  we  to  do  so  because  we  are  more 
trustworthy  respecting  their  own  interests  than 
themselves?  We  have  legislated  over  the  people 
of  that  Territory  for  seventeen  years,  and,  during 
all  that  time,  our  humanity  slumbered.  We  suf- 
fered slaves  to  pass  the  Mississippi,  and  thereby 
enhanced  the  price  of  our  lands ;  and,  in  propor- 
tion as  we  anticipate  the  closing  the  land  sales, 
and  the .  cessation  of  our  interest  in  permitting 
slaves  to  go,  our  humane  sympathies  are  excited 
until  we  at  last  become  so  willing  to  prohibit  sla- 
very that  we  contemplate  a  new  sort  or  State,  with 
only  a  portion  of  the  features  and  capacities  re- 
tained by  the  other  parties  to  our  great  compact. 
I  will  now  give  attention  to  what  gentlemen 
who  favor  the  restriction  have  urged,  on  the  score 
of  precedent.  They  say  they  are  autnorized,  from 
the  restrictions  imposed  on  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Il- 
linois, to  build  the  power  of  Congress  to  adopt  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  on 
precedents.  Precedents  may  be  useful  to  impart 
to  free  government  uniform  and  steady  nerves,  and 
to  ffuard  against  the  encroachments  of  prejudice 
and  passion.  There  can,  however,  be  no  prece- 
dent in  relation  to  the  powers  of  our  national  com- 
pact of  such  antiquity  as  to  acquire  any  great  por- 
tion of  authority  when  unaccompanied  by  demon- 
strations of  their  orthodoxy ;  for  the  Constitution 
was  only  adopted  in  1787,  since  which,  and  until 
this  Winter,  the  history  and  journal  of  the  Conven- 
tion have  been  secret  But,  in  subscribioc  to  the 
authority  and  utilityof  precedents,  it  shouhi  be  re- 
membered that  they  are  not  to  transcend  their  le- 
gitimate sphere.  When  a  jurisdiction,  power,  or 
authority,  is  found  or  known  to  exist,  precedents 
are  interposed,  that  it  may  not  be  perverted  by  the 
use  of  arbitrary  discretion ;  but  this  jurisdiction  or 
power  must  be  shown,  to  exist  before  we  admit  its 
need  of  precedents  for  its  regulation.  An  attempt 
is  here  made,  not  to  regulate  the  powers  and  busi- 
ness of  Congress  by  precedents,  but  to  derive  those 
powers  also  from  the  same  source.  If  precedents 
were  lawful  weapons  in  accomplishing  such  an 
object,  how  easy  would  be  the  task  of  showing 
that  the  State  Legislatures  could  pass  bankrtwt 
laws,  which  they  have  alviraya  done,  although  the 

16th  Con,  1st  Sbs0.--41 


supreme  tribunal  has  lately  declared  a  differoit 
opinion  ?  How  easy  also  might  the  obligation  of 
the  State  magistrates  and  judges  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  Union  be  established^  although  denied 
by  the  most  respectable  authorities  in  the  States? 
Indeed,  the  admission  of  precedent  as  authority  on 
such  topics  would  ripen  the  confederacy  into  that 
condition,  at  no  very  distant  period,  in  which  it 
might  be  asserted  that  the  powers  of  Congress,  like 
those  of  the  British  Parliament,  had  their  base  in 
{Hrecedentj  and  not  in  the  grants  of  our  written 
Constitution.  I  am,  however^  wrong  in  wasting 
time  in  exceptions  against  the  improper  use  of  pre- 
cedents ;  for,  with  the  admission  that  preced^ts 
could  as  well  have  place  in  giving  birth  to  politi- 
cal power  as  in  the  regulation  of  confessed  pow«s, 
the  restrictionists  will  acquire  nothing  serviceable 
to  them,  because  precedents  are  in  no  case  valuable 
unless  considered  as  adjustments,  on  mature  delib- 
eration, of  contested  questions ;  whereas,  the  peo- 
ple of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  having  consented 
to  all  the  regulations  sought  for  by  Congress,  and 
those  regulations  being  <»dled  into  existence,  as  it 
were,  by  their  request,  the  question  of  the  power  of 
Congress  was  not  disputed  or  discussed.  It  is  ad- 
mitted that  the  people  of  Missouri  are  unwilling  to 
be  restricted,  and  tne  question  now  first  .presents 
itself  as  to  our  Constitutional  power  to  impose  the 
restriction  without  their  consent. 

The  view  which  I  have  submitted  suffices,  in 
my  humble  opinion,  to  show  that  the  position  as- 
sumed by  the  restrictionists  is  not  susceptible  of 
aid  from  precedents,  and  if  it  was,  that  there  are 
no  legitimate  or  proper  precedents  to  aid  it ;  and 
here  f  would  be  willing  to  rest  this  topic,  were  it 
not  for  the  strange  and  objectionable  inferences 
which  ffentlemen  strive  to  deduce  from  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  for  the  government  of  the  territory 
northwest  of  the  Ohio  river.  The  fourth  section 
of  that  ordinance  declares  "that  certain  articles 
shall  be  considered  as  articles  of  compact  between 
the  original  States  and  the  people  and  States  of 
that  Territory,  and  forever  remain  imalterable, 
unless  by  common  consent :"  and  the  sixth  article 
declares  that "  there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  in- 
voluntary servitude  in  the  territorv." 

Gentlemen  insist  that  this  article  restrained  the 
people  of  Ohio,  and  the  other  States  formed  in 
that  Territorv,  from  adopting  any  provision  in- 
consistent witn  it  in  their  state  constitutions,  with- 
out the  consent  of  Conffress,  and  at  the  same  time 
afforded  an  instance  of  the  authoritv  of  Congress 
thus  to  restrain  the  new  States.  This  aspect  of 
the  <»dinance  is  certainly  plausible  at  first  view, 
Irat  not  dangerous ;  for  the  idea  of  a  power  in  Con- 
gress not  omy  to  impose  on  the  people  of  a  State 
a  constitution  not  dictated  by,  or  growing  out  of 
the  federal  compact,  but  to  impose  such  arbitrary 
constitution  on  a  people  before  they  have  sprung 
into  existence,  as  was  the  case  with  regard  to  the 
then  future  or  expected  communities  of  Ohio,  In- 
diana, and  Illinois,  is  apt  to  shock  the  imagina- 
tion^ and  stimulate  such  further  inquiry  as  must 
obviate  the  error. 

I  contend  that  the  sixth  article  of  the  ordinance, 
whatever  be  ite  mode  of  expression,  was  temporary 
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in  its  operation,  and  only  intended  to  be  adopted 
for  the  gorernment  of  tne  Territory  whilst  a  ter- 
ritory, dependent  on  the  legislation  of  Congress, 
and  would  ha7e  been  no  part  of  the  State  consti- 
tution of  Ohio,  unless  by  the  free  adoption  of  the 
{people  of  that  State.  To  sive  it  this  interpreta- 
tion consists  both  with  the  obligations  of  Congress 
and  the  peculiar  relation  between  Congress  and 
the  Territory.  It  will  consist,  in  the  first  place, 
with  the  oblijgfation  incurred  by  Congress  in  the 
acceptance  ofthe  cession  of  the  territory  from  Vir 
ginia,  the  deed  of  cession  having  proviaed  that  the 
States  to  be  formed  in  the  Territory  should  be  dis- 
tinct republican  States,  and  admitted  members  of 
the  federal  Union,  baring  the  same  rights  of  sov- 
ereignty, freedom,  and  independence,  as  the  other 
States,  which  they  would  not  have,  unless  permit- 
ted to  govern  themselves  in  all  respects  where  not 
restrained  by  the  federal  obligation.  I  say,  in  the 
second  place,  that  the  interpretation  I  give  best 
consists  with  the  relations  which  existed  between 
Cong[ress  and  the  Territory;  for  the  communities 
forming  in  the  Territory,  being  destined  for  free 
States,  and  Congress  having  only  a  temporary 
power  over  the  Territory,  it  was  not  presumable 
that  Congress,  in  such  circumstances,  could  desire 
to  make  an  everlasting  regulation — ^no,  not  even 
by  the  consent  of  the  people,  who  were  not  then  in 
beinff,  or  in  a  condition  to  do  any  thing  which 
would  bind  the  future  people  of  the  country,  as- 
sembled in  convention. 

Permit  me  now,  sir,  to  beg  a  more  particular 
examination  of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  and  a  view 
of  its  parts  in  their  just  distribution.  The  ordi- 
nance comprehends — 

1st.  A  constitution  and  bill  of  rights ; 

2dly.  Provisions  for  the  creation  of  new  States; 

3dly.  A  recosmition  of  the  mutual  interests  and 
relations  whicn  shall  subsist  between  the  new 
States  and  Congress. 

The  first  two  parts,  the  constitution  and  bill  of 
rights,  and  the  provisions  for  the  birth  of  new 
States,  were  intended  as  temporary  regulations. 
The  third,  or  the  part  in  relation  to  the  respective 
Qr  mutual  interests  of  Congress  and  the  new  States, 
was  to  remain  perpetual. 

1st.  The  ordinance  comprehends  a  constitution 
and  bill  of  rights.  The  constitution  is  found  in 
the  erection  of  a  Territorial  government.  In  pre- 
scribing the  respective  departments  of  that  gov- 
ernment, as  that  there  shall  be  a  Governor,  to  be 
appointed  by  Confess,  who  should  have  tne  ap- 
pointment of  magistrates  and  civil  officers ;  that 
there  should  be  a  General  Assembly,  to  be  elected 
by  the  free  white  male  inhabitants  of  the  counties 
and  townships,  to  serve  for  the  term  of  two  years; 
that  there  should  be  a  Legislative  Council,  to  con- 
sist of  a  certain  number,  and  appointed  as  therein 
prescribed ;  that  the  Council  and  General  Assem- 
oly  should  have  legislative  powers,  subject,  how- 
ever, to  the  negative  of  the  Governor ;  that  there 
should  be  a  secretary,  judges,  dec. ;  that  there  should 
be  no  law  affecting  private  contracts,  nor  contrary 
to  the  ordinance,  &c.  Here,  then,  we  have  a  Ter- 
ritorial government,  with  legislative,  executive, 
and  judiciary  powers;  but  the  ordinance  affords 


more.  The  framers  of  this  Territorial  constitu- 
tion were  men  fashioned  after  the  manners  and 
notions  of  our  English  ancestors,  who  have  always 
conceived  that  a  grant  or  recognition  of  legislative 
power  should  be  accompanied  by  a  magna  charta^ 
or  bill  of  rights,  declaratory  of  certain  fundamen- 
tal principles,  by  which  those  intrusted  with  such 
important  power  should  be  guided.  They  there- 
fore furnish  in  the  ordinance  a  bill  of  rights,  which, 
like  similar  declarations  theretofore  adopted  by 
many  of  the  States,  was  an  imitation  of  the  de- 
clarations of  inagna  charta  and  of  the  bill  of  rights 
ofthe  first  year  of  William  and  Mary.  We  ac- 
cordingly find  it  provided  that  the  people  shall  be 
entitled  to  the  haoeas  corpus,  trial  by  iury,  repre- 
sentation^ iudicial  proceedings  according  to  the 
course  of  the  common  law ;  that  bail  should  be 
allowed,  fines  be  moderate,  cruel  or  unusual  pun- 
ishments not  inflicted  ;  that  no  man  should  be  de- 
prived of  liberty  or  property  but  by  the  judgment 
of  his  peers  or  tne  laws  of  the  land,  ^. 

2d.  The  ordinance  has  provisions  for  the  crea- 
tion of  new  States,  which  are  found  in  Uie  fifth 
article,  prescribing  the  time  and  circumstances  in 
which  tiie  new  States  should  be  formed. 

3d.  The  ordinance  contains  a  recognition  of 
certain  relations  of  interest  between  the  Greneral 
Government  and  the  new  States,  which  is  foimd  in 
the  4th  article,  and  were  intended  to  remain  per- 
petual. But  an  examination  of  the  provisions  of 
the  4th  article  (which  all  will  agree  was  to  be 
prpetual)  will  prove  the  just  caution  of  Congress 
m  abstaining  from  all  pretence  of  binding  thoise 
people  after  the  period  designed  for  their  emanci- 
pation. For  these  perpetual  provisions  are  mere 
declarations  of  the  obvious  rights  and  obligations 
which  would  at  all  events  have  governed  their 
mutual  relations,  if  not  inserted  in  the  ordinance, 
although  expressed  to  remove  doubts  and  give  as- 
surances to  those  who  might  feel  concerned ;  such 
as,  that  the  new  State  should  forever  remain  a  part 
of  the  Confederacy ;  that  the  inhabitants  should 
contribute  their  portion  of  the  national  debt ;  that 
the  new  States  should  not  interfere  with  the  pri- 
mary disposal  of  the  soil,  or  tax  the  lands  of  the 
United  States ;  the  clause  also  declaring  that  the 
navigable  rivers  should  be  common  highways,  was 
the  proper  result  of  the  4th  article  of  the  old  act 
of  confederation  of  the  States. 

That  so  much  of  the  ordinance  as  I  have  desig- 
nated under  my  second  head,  which  prescribes  the 
time  and  manner  in  which  the  new  States  shall  be 
formed,  was  intended  to  be  temporary,  and  expire 
with  its  execution,  whenever  the  territory  became 
competent  to  form  a  State  government,  will  not 
be  questioned. 

That  so  much  ofthe  ordinance  contained  under 
my  first  division  as  created  a  constitution  for  the 
territorial  government,  was  only  intended  as  a  tem- 
porary provision,  is  also  evident,  as  no  one  will 
contend  that  the  territorial  constitution  and  depart- 
ments could  continue  after  the  formation  of  a  State 
constitution  and  government  That  so  much  of 
the  ordinance  (arranged  also  under  my  first  head) 
as  is  resolvable  into  a  bill  of  rights,  is  temporary 
with  regard  to  duration,  would  seem  to  follow  the 
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admission  that  the  territorial  constitution  was  tem- 
porary, especially  if  I  am  right  in  supposing  (as  I 
nave  done)  that  the  object  and  use  of  the  bul  of 
rights  was  a  declaration  for  greater  certainty  of 
the  great  principles  which  was  to  gorem  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  powers  granted  by  the  constitution. 
The  bill  of  rights  would  then  only  retain  its  being, 
whilst  the  constitution,  to  which  it  is  a  predicate, 
remained  in  force,  which  would  of  course  be  during 
the  continuance  of  the  territorial  gorernment,  and 
no  longer.  But,  as  ray  immediate  object  now  is 
to  arrive  at  the  result  that  the  bill  of  rights  was 
not  binding  on  the  people  of  Ohio  after  the  com- 
petency to  form  a  State  constitution,  my  purpose 
will  be  as  well  accomplished  by  the  suo^gestion  of 
an  idea  not  so  intimately  connected  with  duration. 

Bills  of  right,  or  declarations  of  right,  hare  been 
resorted  to  by  our  ancestors,  to  secure  themselves 
against  the  abuse  or  oppression  of  legislative  Or 
executive  authorities.  They  were  the  tx)nds  of  the 
sovereign,  held  by  the  people,  as  a  fence  against 
him.  They  conferred  no  legislative  or  executive 
powers  \  but,  as  far  as  the^  operated,  constrained 
those  powers.  They  difierca  from  our  modern 
American  constitutions,  as  an  imperfect  does  from 
a  perfect  right  or  obligation,  or  as  a  moral  obliga- 
tion is  different  from  a  legal  obligation ;  for  if  the 
bill  of  rights  was  transcended,  the  excess  was 
morally  wrong ;  but,  if  the  constitution  be  trans- 
cended, its  legal  operation  is  felt  by  annulling  the 
excess  of  authority. 

As  a  bill  of  rignts  imposes  no  obli^tion^  except 
on  the  Grovernment,  none  other  can  violate  it.  The 
people  can  violate  no  obligation  in  relation  to  it, 
for  they  are  under  no  such  obligation.  It  is  a 
schedule  of  their  rights,  not  of  their  duties ;  those 
rights  which  our  ancestors  were  used  to  say  "  doth 
appertain  to  the  people  of  this  realm."  Who  ever 
heard  of  the  people  being  bound  by  a  bill  of  rights  ? 

Gentlemen  will  have  observed  that  the  threefold 
division  to  which  I  have  resorted  is  sufficient  to 
comprehend  the  whole  of  the  ordinance  of  1787  ; 
and  we  have  only  to  inquire  to  which  of  the  three 
respective  heads  is  the  6th  article,  inhibiting  slavery, 
referable.  It  is  not  referable  to  the  third  head, 
which  comprehends  those  interests,  claims,  and 
obligations,  which  arise  out  of  the  relations  between 
Congress  and  the  new  States.  The  obligation  to 
discliarge  a  portion  of  the  federal  debt,  to  exempt 
p^ublic  lands  from  taxation,  and  open  the  navigable 
rivers  to  the  whole  continent^  ic,  were  objects 
affecting  the  permanent  relations  to  the  General 
Grovernment ;  but  whether  slavery  should  exist  in 
that  country,  like  the  provisions  of  the  habeas  corpus, 
jury  trial,  &c.,only  concerned  that  temporary  con- 
nexion springing  from,  and  consequently  expiring 
with,  the  territorial  dependency. 

I  have,  moreover,  shown,  that,  in  adjusting  all 
other  relations  of  interest  and  obligation  between 
Congress  and  the  new  States,  (which  class  of  pro- 
visions I  admitted  to  be  perpetual,)  Congress  con- 
fined themselves  to  a  mere  declaration  or  recogni- 
tion of  rights  and  duties;  which  would  have  existed 
although  the  ordinance  had  been  silent.  If,  there- 
fore, the  6th  article,  containing  a  new  and  author- 
itative mandate,  be  forced  in  the  same  class,  it 


would  furnish  a  manifest  anomalism.  The  inhi- 
bition of  slavery  has  no  connexion  with  the  second 
division  of  the  ordinance,  which  only  regulates  the 
creation  of  new  States.  But  the  first  head  com^ 
prebends  the  inhibition.  It  is  either  a  part  of  the 
constitution  or  of  the  bill  of  rights  found  in  the 
ordinance,  nor  is  it  material  which ;  for,  if  it  be  a 
clause  of  the  constitution,  its  operation  was  to  re- 
stain  the  territorial  legislature  from  the  toleration 
of  slavery,  and  expired  with  the  government  to 
which  it  gave  limits.  'But,  if  it  is  to  be  considered 
a  portion  of  the  bill  of  rights,  it  expired  with  the 
extinction  of  the  powers  to  which  it  was  annexed 
as  a  restraint,  whether  we  are  to  look  for  those 
powers  in  the  territorial  government,  or  in  the 
temporary  authority  of  Congress  to  l^'^late  over 
the  country  in  its  territorial  grade,  ana,  indeed,  as 
an  article  of  the  bill  of  rights,  never  had  any  force 
against  the  people  themselves. 

The  preamble  to  the  articles  in  the  ordinance 
expresses  the  motives  to  be^  for  extending  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
which  form  the  basis  whereon  these  republics, 
their  laws,  and  constitutions,  are  erected ;  to  fix 
and  establish  those  principles  as  the  basis  of  all 
laws,  constitutions,  and  governments,  which  for- 
ever hereafter  shall  be  formed  in  the  territory,  dbc. 
And  this  preamble,  which  good  men  miffht  call  a 
declaration  of  the  sense  of  Uongress  on  the  funda- 
mental rights  of  a  people  who  stood  there  in  the 
^rade  of  colonists;  which  bad  men  would  denom- 
inate a  mere  flourish ;  and  which,  at  all  events, 
was  not  intended  to  have  any  effect,  as  it  contains 
nothing  like  an  enacting  clause  or  precept ;  has, 
nevertheless,  been  pressed  into  the  service  of  our 
opponents,  as  a  proof,  that  the  articles  of  the  ordi- 
nance, thus  prefaced,  became  part  of  the  constitu- 
tions of  the  States  to  be  thereafter  formed  in  the 
territory  by  a  people  who,  as  yet,  had  no  existence. 
The  Congress  possessing  but  a  limited  and  tem- 
porary authority,  might  exercise  that  authority  with 
exalted  and  commendable  views,  or,  indeed,  mi^ht 
form  an  expectation  that  its  temporary  authonty 
could  be  so  exercised,  during  the  infancy  of  the 
western  settlement,  as  to  incite  moral  sentiments 
and  habits  in  the  people,  calculated,  in  the  end,  to 
produce  a  relish  for  institutions  wnj^h  were  con- 
sidered desirable  by  men  of  fashion  m  the  politi- 
cal world.  But  Congress  knew,  that  it  could  not, 
in  the  exercise  of  its  most  enlarged  powers,  pass 
laws  to  be  irrevocable  by  its  successors,  mucli  less 
by  the  people  in  convention.  Congress,  durins 
the  colonial  condition  of  the  tenitories,  claimed 
and  exercised  the  power  of  changing  or  modifying 
the  constitutions  of  the  territorial  governments, 
instances  of  which  are  found  in  the  acts  of  Feb- 
ruary 26th,  1808 ;  March  Sd,  1811;  and  Ma^30th, 
1812.  It  was,  therefore,  pobtic  to  afford  emigrants 
an  assurance  that  no  change  of  constitution  sliould 
be  made,  except  on  the  basis  of  certain  principles. 
This  assurance  is  given  by  Congress,  being  one 
party,  and  was  obligatory  on  that  party.  The 
preamble  speaks  of  Taws  and  constitutions^  con- 
sidering them  as  synonymous.  It  immediately 
follows  the  constitution  made  by  Congress  for  the 
territory,  and  evidently  had  no  relation  to  State 
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constitutions,  for  the  contemplated  States  are  not 
referred  to  in  the  preamble,  nor  had  they^  been 
mentioned  in  any  previous  part  of  the  ordmance. 
The  preamble  declares  that  the  articles  of  the  ordi- 
nance shall  remain  unalterable  forever,  unless  by 
common  consent.  Yes,  forever,  if  you  please ;  for 
there  are  rights  and  interests  depending  on  the 
force  and  obligation  of  the  temporary  laws  of 
Congress,  which  must  live  forever ;  such  are  the 
grants  of  land,  and  promises  of  public  advantages 
to  the  inhabitants.  But  wtth  whom  did  Congress 
make  this  compact  of  several  articles  ?  The  ordi- 
nance answers  the  question :  "  With  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  territory,  and  the  future  States  to 
be  formed  therein,"  for  so  it  says.  Such  of  the 
provisions,  then,  as,  from  their  nature,  could  only 
oe  applicable  to  the  territory,  and  such  as  were  ex- 
pressly applied  by  Congress  only  to  the  territory, 
would,  oi  necessity,  expire  when  the  territorial 
government  should  cease  to  exist,  whilst  such  pro- 
visions as  were  applicable  to  the  future  States 
would  remain.  An  attention  to  the  phraseology 
of  the  articles  of  the  ordinance,  sufficiently  man- 
ifest, in  the  recital  of  the  successive  provisions, 
which  are  applicable  to  the  territory  and  which 
to  the  States.  Thus,  the  clause  requiring  the 
nayment  of  a  portion  of  the  federal  debt  of  the 
Union,  expressly  speaks  of  the  people  of  the  ter- 
ritory, and  also  of  the  new  States.  The  inhibi- 
tion asainst  interfering  in  the  disposal  of  the  soil, 
not  omy  speaks  of  the  territorial  government,  but 
of  the  new  States.  In  the  recoffnition  of  the  sub- 
jection of  the  peoplie  to  the  old  Confederacy  of 
the  Union,  not  only  the  territory,  but  the  States  to 
be  formed  therein,  are  spoken  ot.  But,  turn  to  the 
provisions  of  articles  of  the  ordinance  which  I  have 
msisted  are  temporary,  and  in  the  nature  of  a  biQ 
of  rights,  and  mark  the  difference  in  phraseology. 
As  when  the  habeas  corpus,  jury  trial,  ^.,  are 
secured,  and  excessive  bail,  cruel  punishment,  <fcc., 
prohibited,  the  inhabitants  of  the  territory  are  only 
mentioned ;  not  a  word  is  there  said  of  new  States. 
Turn,  also,  to  the  6th  article  which  inhibits  sla- 
very ;  it  speaks  of  the  territory,  and  says  not  a  syl- 
lable of  new  States. 

I  have  not  intended  to  dwell  upon  other  objects 
connected  with  this  question,  because,  being  con- 
vinced that  Congress  has  no  power  to  impose  the 
restriction,  and  that,  if  it  haa  power,  a  reference 
to  the  faith  of  solemn  obligations  would  compel 
us  to  negative  the  present  attempt,  it  would  seem 
superfluous,  if  not  idle,  to  travel  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  measure.  But,  if  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  and  the  French  Treaty  are  both 
in  favor  of  the  power  you  now  attempt  to  exercise, 
it  would  remain  for  the  friends  of  this  Grovern- 
ment  to  decide  on  the  policy  of  restraining  the 
liberty  of  the  people  and  States,  by  a  too  copious 
use  ot  powers  wluch  have  hitherto  been  dormant. 
Any  attempt  to  reform  the  manners  or  character 
of  the  people,  by  extirpating  slavery,  or  by  other 
means,  will,  at  any  time,  be  found  a  task,  tne  per- 
formance of  which  will  bring  us  into  collision 
with  long  rooted  prejudices,  as  well  as  local  jeal- 
ou^es,  and  must  draw  the  Government  from  that 
lofty  and  impartial  stand  which  it  ought  to  sustain 


as  the  arbiter  of  differences  between  the  re^>ective 
States. 

Is  there  not  as  great  danger  to  this  Gfovernment 
itself,  from  the  intemperate  um  of  Constitutional 
powers,  as  from  the  infraction  of  that  instrument  ? 
The  first  abuse  must  be  borne,  until  its  continu-  | 
ance  engenders  against  government  a  spirit  of  dis- 
trust^  or  indeed  enmity,  whilst  the  last  is  apt  to  be  i 
corrected  either  by  the  judiciary,  or  a  full  mvesti- 
^ation  of  the  Constitution.  The  Old  Congress, 
m  adopting  the  ordinance  for  the  govjernment  of 
the  Northwest  Territory,  were  tempted  by  moral 
considerations,  in  relation  to  slavery,  which  can 
have  no  weight  with  us,  for  Congress  havin^^  now 
the  undoubt^  ri^ht  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
slaves,  can^  by  the  due  exercise  of  that  right,  make 
it  immaterial  (on  the  score  of  the  increase  of  sla- 
very,) whether  slaves  are  removed  to  the  new,  or 
retained  in  the  old  States.  But  the  States  under 
the  old  Confederation,  had  a  riffht  to  import  slaves 
from  Africa  or  elsewhere ;  and  the  Con^press,  by 
shutting  the  Western  market  against  their  admis- 
sion, exercised  its  only  mean  of  retarding  the  in- 
crease of  slaves  in  the  country. 

A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Seb- 
g£ant)  sjBiys  the  inhibition  of  slavery  in  the  terri- 
torial ordinance  was  the  result  of  compromise.  He 
has,  however^  failed  to  prove  this  assertion ;  nor 
can  I  conceive  how  tne  inhibition  could  have 
sprung  from  compromise,  or  how  the  gentleman 
would  aid  his  side  of  the  question  by  making  it  a 
compromise.  What  was  compromised?  If  it 
was  a  concession  on  the  part  oi  Virginia,  or  the 
South,  what  was  the  equivalent  received  by  the 
South  ?  Virginia  had  previously  prohibited  the 
importation  of  slaves,  but  inasmucn  as  she  could 
not  prevent  their  importation  by  other  States,  she 
was  willing  to  lessen  the  demand  for  them.  Vir- 
ginia, always  since  1699,  has  evinced  her  anxiety 
to  abrogate  the  slave  trade,  and  exerted  herself 
most  to  prohibit  the  trade  at  a  time  when  Penn- 
sylvania and  other  States,  now  so  forward  in  es- 
tablishing restriction  on  Missouri,  did  not  discoui> 
age,  but  rather  promoted  the  importation  of  slaves. 
In  the  second  year  of  George  II.,  and  during 
several  years  thereafter,  whilst  Virginia  imposed 
as  heavy  a  duty  on  the  importation  of  slaves  as 
the  Crown,  influenced  as  it  was  by  the  British 
merchants  would  permit,  with  a  view  to  a  prohi- 
bition of  the  trade,  Pennsylvania  imposed  a  duty, 
which,  reduced  to  an  ad  valorem  impost,  did  not 
exceed  about  four  per  centum,  by  which  means 
this  province  had  a  transit  duty  on  Virginia  slaves, 
and  eventually  kept  the  trade  open  between  Africa 
and  the  country  south  of  Susquehanna,  notwith- 
standin£[  the  struggle  of  Virginia  against  it. 

It  is  insisted  mat  the  a^nission  of  slaves  in 
Missouri  and  the  West  will  open  a  wide  market 
and  encourage  the  smuggling  of  foreign  slaves,  in 
violation  of  the  laws  ot  the  Union.  We  should 
be  sure  of  the  truth  of  this  anticipation  before  we 
act  on  its  basi&  and,  even  when  assured  of  its 
truth,  it  would  furnish  but  an  eccentric  excuse  for 
legislation,  in  which  we  would  allege  our  own 
imbecility  and  incompetency  to  prevent  an  illicit 
trade,  by  ordinary  means,  as  an  apology  for  meas- 
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votes  of  extraordinary  mconyenience  and  embar- 
rassment to  the  Southern  section  of  the  Union. 
Sut,  will  it  be  pretended  that  this  Ctovemment  is 
incompetent  to  prohibit  the  slare  trade,  unless  by 
these  restrictions  on  States?  None  are  authorized 
to  assume  that  position  until  he  shall  hare  shown 
tbat  the  other  and  ordinary  {x>wer8  of  the  Govmh- 
ment  have  been  Exhausted  without  curinj^  the  cTil. 
Alth<H]^'  Qoremment  has  done  somethmg,  it  has 
by  no  means  done  its  utmost  to  prc^ibic  the  trade. 
I  had  the  honor  last  year  to  submit  a  proposal  to 
puniflb  those  ei^aged  in  the  slare  trade  with  death ; 
and,  although  the  proposition  was  adopted  in  this 
House,  it  was  rejected  in  the  Senate.  Two  years 
since^  when  gentlemen  objected  against  the  bul  for 
the  recovery  of  fugitive  slaves  that  it  might  affind 
a  cover  for  kidnapping,  I  submitted,  in  connexion 
'With  that  bill,  a  section  inflicting  the  punishment 
of  death  on  the  ofifence  of  kidnapping.  But  that 
punishment  was  thought  too  severe;  and  the 
House,  on  the  motion  of  a  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont, struck  out  the  capital  punishment,  and  in- 
serted two  or  three  years  imprisonment.  The 
slaveholdi^  State  of  Vir^ia  nas  made  kidnap- 
ping a  capital  offence,  whilst  gentlemen  from  the 
North,  who  abhor  slavery^  cannot  be  brouffht  to 
punish  that  offence  otherwise  than  as  a  triviu  mis- 
demeanor. The  laws  of  the  Union  to  prohibit  the 
importation  of  slaves  luive  generally  left  their 
"whole  dficacy  to  the  vigftanee  and  virtue  of  com- 
mon informers,  who  would  s^om  be  fbnnd  to 
carry  prosecutions  to  a  temunation  in  sections  of 
the  country  where  the  slave  trade  was  not  unpop- 
ular. Under  some  of  our  laws  the  trade  itselfwas 
carried  on ;  one  of  the  Southern  States  having 
carried  the  sale  and  detention  in  slavery  of  a  great 
number  of  imported  Alricans,  under  tne  express 
provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress.  Indeed,  we 
were  informed  last  year  by  the  chairman  of  Uie 
ccm&mittee  on  the  slaye  traoe,  that  the  importation 
of  slaves  had  been  found  profitable,  even  by  suf- 
ferm^  the  laws  of  Congress  to  be  executed,  and 
submitting  to  the  judgment  of  the  court  in  prose- 
cutions under  thorn.  We  are  not  entitled  to  talk 
of  the  inefficacy  of  our  ordinary  powers,  or  from 
hence  to  inler  an  authority  to  ovnrselTes  incompat- 
ible with  the  interests  of  many  of  the  States,  until 
we  shaM  have  fully  exercisea  those  powers,  and 
cwqped  the  defects  or  our  oast  legidation. 

When  Mr.  Pihdall  nad  concluded,  the  Com- 
mittterose,  and  dke  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  February  14. 

Mr.  SsBfiBAHT  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, suggesting  many  alterations  m  the  existing 
tarin  of  duties  on  imports,  and  recommending  an 
increase  of  the  duties  on  French  brandies  and 
silks,  and  that  the  duties  on  the  wines  of  Spain 
and  Portugal  may  be  reduced;  which  memorial 
was  refared  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr^  Ramkut  presented  a  memorial  of  James 
Wilkinson,  late  a  major  general  in  the  Army  of 
liie  United.  States,  detailing  Ms  services  and  suffer- 
iaga  pk  the  cautfe  of  his  country,  from  the  com* 


mencement  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution  to  the 
close  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  pray- 
ing to  be  indenmified  against  the  effects  of  a  judg- 
ment for  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  witn 
costs  of  suit,  recovered  against  him  by  General 
John  Adair,  in  consequence  of  his  having  arrested 
the  said  Adair  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  in  the 
year  1806,  on  a  charge  of  his  being  concerned  in 
the  alleged  conspiracy  of  Aaron  Burr ;  which  was 
referred  to  a  select  committee.  And  Mr.  Rankiit, 
Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Ringgold,  Mr.  Stro- 
TBER,  and  Mr.  Archer  of  Maryland,  were  appoint- 
ed the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  year  1820 ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
which  is  committed  the  bUl  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Navy  during  the  year  1820. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entided 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  S.  Deiide, 
Edward  B.  Dudley^  and  John  M.  Van  Cleef,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment,  and  the  bill 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '^An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  President,  Directors,  and 
Company,  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport,  in 
Rhode  Island,''  without  amendment;  and  the  bill 
was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  last 
appointed. 

TRADE  WITH  THE  INDIANS. 

Mr.  Sovtharb,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  conthiue  in  force,  for  a 
further  time,  (until  the  3d  of  March,  1821,)  the  act 
establishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian  tribes; 
which,  being  read  twice— 

Mr.  S.  oteerved;  that^  as*  the  bill  contained  no 
appropriation,  and  as  the  act  which  it  proposed  to 
continue  in  force  would  expire  on  the  first  of  neit 
month,  he  moved  that  the  bill  be  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time^ 

Mr.  Walker^  of  North  Carolina,  moved  that 
the  bill  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

Mr.  SouTBARB  could  see  no  reason  for  its  taking' 
this  course.  As  he  hod  observed,  the  act  woula 
expire  on  the  first  dav  of  March.  If  this  bill  went 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole^  it  would  be  a  long 
time  before  it  would  be  reached  on  the  orders  of 
the  day.  This  deby  would  allow  the  act  to  ex* 
pire,  whi<ih  would  be  very  injurious  to  the  publie 
mterest,  as  it  would  devanee  the  irhole  of  the  ex- 
isting system  of  Indian  trade,  4bo. ;  and  unless  ihe 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had  some  new 
system  prepared,  or  some  changes  to  propose,  it 
would  be  useless  to  retard  the  present  bill,  and  pro* 
duce  the  injury  and  confusion  which  would  ensue 
if  the  existing  act  were  to  expire  without  tinMly 
lenslation,  w» 

Mr.  Walkbr'b  rootioii  was  rmcted  by  a  kige 
majority.    He  than  moved  that  tne  bill  be  laid  im 


1291 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS, 


1292 


H.  OF  R. 


Admi83icn  of  MUbouH, 


February,  1820. 


the  table ;  which  motion  was  lost — ayes  10 — and 
the  bill  was^  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  CusHMAN  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  rise,  not  with  the  expectation 
of  giving  any  new  light,  but,  as  a  representative 
of  the  people,  to  acquaint  them  with  the  reasons 
which  will  influence  the  vote  which  I  shall  give. 
The  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me  have  en- 
tered deeply  into  the  subject;  I  shall  but  touch  on 
the  surface.  They  to  facts  added  embellishment; 
I  come  before  you  with  a  plain,  unvarnished  tale. 
They  gave  you  a  sumptuous  feast  of  substantial 
Yiands;  mine  is  the  humbler  office  to  regale  you 
with  the  whij^s  and  tarts,  and  the  lighter  materials 
of  the  entertamment.  Those  gentlemen  have  con- 
densed their  arguments;  I  must  be  indulged  in  a 
decent  range.  They  address  you  from  the  fuUness 
of  their  intellectual  funds;  I  profess  to  have  pre- 
meditated. They,  by  mingling  the  pleasant  with 
the  useful,  carried  on  every  vote;  I,  superficial  in 
matter,  and  barren  of  facts,  shall  thmk  myself 
happy  to  obtain  a  solitary  suffrage. 

1  rose,  sir,  with  diffidence,  and  I  almost  repent 
'  the  rashness  of  llie  attempt  to  mix  in  the  debate. 
With  a  sensibility  unprotected.  I  have  entered  the 
combat  with  the  Goiiahs  of  tne  Capitol,  clad  as 
they  are  in  heavy  armor,  and  defended  by  coats  of 
mad.  To  their  ponderous  lances  and  massy  spears, 
I  have  no  weapons  to  oppose  but  my  stone  and 
sling,  my  arrow  and  bow.  I  seek  honorable  war- 
fare; and  this,  from  the  generous  and  gallant 
spirit  of  my  antagonists,  I  am  sure  to  receive.  If, 
at  any  time,  I  should  draw  my  bow  at  a  venture, 
an  arrow  hurled  by  my  feeble  arm  can  never 
wound  any  Eling  in  Israel. 

With  the  emlNurrassments  which  are  incident  to 
the  occasion.  I  mingle  regret.  I  regret  that  one  of 
my  honorable  colleagues  should  have  exerted  so 
much  of  his  ingenuity  on  a  cause  viewed  by  his 
constituents  and  mine  with  emotions  not  the  most 
complacent.  With  this  regret  mingles  astonish- 
ment. I  am  astonished  that  he  should  labor  to 
brand  an  attempt,  as  wise  as  it  is  patriotic^  to  pre- 
vent the  further  extension  of  slavery  with  mfamv; 
that,  to  render  this  attempt  peculiarly  odious,  he 
should  liken  it  to  certain  proceedings  in  the  East, 
which,  to  say  the  lea.st,  were  as  injudicious  as 
they  were  abortive ;  but,  in  his  opinion,  fraught 
witn  the  most  deleterious  mischiefs.  My  worthy 
colleague,  aswdOl  as  myself,  was  born  near  the 
place  where,  as  he  facetiously  stated,  the  pilgrims 
acreed  to  be  "governed  by  the  laws  of  Gr^  till 
t&y  could  make  better."*  I  believe,  sir,  the  laws 
of  Uod  are  still  in  force  in  the  place  to  which  he 
alluded,  and  that  they  still  have  influence  on  the 
hearts  and  lives  of  the  descendants  of  those  pil- 
grims. His  ancestors,  as  well  as  mine,  were  at- 
tached, sincerely  attached,  to  the  vital  principles 

*  Ml.  Holmes  applied,  by  nbuke,  this  simple  in- 
conswtonry  to  tho  Fathers  of  Plymoatb. 


of  liberty  and  the  equal  rights  of  man.  They  eave 
justice  and  humanity,  as  well  as  truth,  a  nigh 
rank  among  the  social  virtues. 

Should  we  depart  from  their  principles  of  lib- 
erty and  of  rectitude,  their  spirits  would  be  uneasy 
in  the  abodes  of  the  blessed ;  they  would  regard  us 
with  the  emotions  of  indignation,  and  be  troubled 
at  the  degeneracy  of  their  sons. 

It  is,  sir,  painful  to  me  to  remember'  that  my 
native  State  has  erred.  I  can  derive  no  consola* 
tion  from  exposing  to  public  view  her  aberrations. 
It  is  not  decorous  in  a  son  to  behold  the  nakedness 
of  a  father.  It  is  filial  to  turn  his  back  on  parental 
failings,  or  approach  with  reverence,  and  cover 
them  over  with  some  well- wrought  veil.  I  cannot 
view  with  complacency  any  attempts,  from  what- 
ever quarter,  to  degrade  Massachusetts  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  public.  Indulge  me,  sir,  in  an  ex- 
pression of  respect.  What  I  shall  say  will  be  but 
a  short  episode  connected  with  the  principal  sub- 
ject. Massachusetts,  sir,  is  the  place  of  my  birth. 
There  are  the  sepulchres  of  my  fathers,  for  six  gen- 
erations. There  is  my  alauL  mater. 
'*  Centum  compl^xa  nepotes, 
Omnes  ccIicoUs,  omnes  supers  alta  tenentes." 

There  did  I  spend  the  halcyon  days  of  youth  in 
acquiring,  as  I  trusty  some  useful  knowledge.  There, 
in  company  with  kindred  spirits.  I  have  enjoyed  the 
"  feast  (i(  reason  and  the  flow  ot  soul."  And  there 
have  I  formed  some  of  the  purest  friendshi]|)s  which 
the  heart  owns  and  the  understanding  ratifies. 

Massachusetts  has  much  to  command  the  respect 
and  affection  of  all  her  descendants.  The  Goddess 
of  Liberty,  if  not  born  there — ^there  she  was  rocked 
in  the  cradle.  There  she  received  her  nourishment. 
There  she  attained  her  fair  proportions,  her  har- 
mony of  features,  and  her  elegance  of  stature ;  her 
beauty  of  countenance,  its  expression  and  bloom. 
There  she  unfolded  her  charms.  There  she  held 
her  seat  with  the  emblems  of  her  state,  the  ensigns 
of  her  power.  There  were  her  arms-^there  her 
chariot,  her  sceptre,  and  her  crown.  There  she 
still  rules,  in  the  hearts  of  an  enlightened  people, 
who  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  me  wisdom,  the 
justice,  and  the  beneficence  of  her  reign.  Time 
was,  when  Massachusetts  stood  so  high  in  the  es- 
timation of  the  States,  that  no  one  dare  mention 
her  name  but  with  honor.  In  statesmen,  patriots, 
and  sages,  she  mi^t  vie  with  any  State  in  the 
Union.  If  Virginia  had  her  Washington  in  the 
field,  Massachusetts  had  her  AnAMs  in  negotiation. 
Nor  is  our  country  more  indebted  for  her  independ- 
ence to  the  martial  achievements  of  the  one,  though 
glorious,  than  to  the  diplomatic  skill  and  firmness 
of  the  other,  eaually  glorious.  Massachusetts,  sir, 
has  not  lost  all  her  origi nal  brightness.  The  recent 
spots  on  her  character  ought  to  disappear  in  the 
splendor  of  her  former  renown. 

In  advocating  the  claims  of  Missouri,  arguments 
have  been  addressed  to  our  sympathy.  At  the 
word  sympathy  I  turn  my  attention  to  the  extreme 
east  Jfinc  iJUUB  2acry9iu^--there  I  behold  matter  for 
tears.  Maine !  ill-fated  Maine !  The  story  of  her 
woes  would  make  the  ansels  weep  1  Yet  there 
are  those  who,  owing  to  her  favor  their  honors 
and  station,  seem  to  be  unmoved  at  her  misfortunes. 
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l^rapped  up  in  oniTersal  patriotism,  they  find  no 
room  m  their  breasts  for  partial  attachment ;  and, 
insensible  to  real  sufierings,  reserve  all  their  tears 
for  scenes  of  fictitious  distress.  I  see  nothing^  more 
in  the  wild  foxes  *  of  Missouri,  than  the  grazing 
animals  of  Maine,  to  move  our  sympathy,  except 
their  sagacity  and  art. 

It  is  not  my  design,  sir,  as  I  proceed,  to  avail 
myself  of  the  auxiliary  of  religion  or  conscience  in 
my  cause.  Under  the  specious  garb  of  religion, 
much  that  is  evil  has  been  done  to  the  world.  Ana 
conscience  is  a  convenient  hobby-horse,  on  which, 
^when  the  politician  is  mounted,  he  usually  ascends 
so  high  into  the  serial  regions,  that  he  loses  sight 
of  all  terrestrial  objects.  Not  by  the  floating  no- 
tions of  the  head,  nor  by  the  fervid  sensations  of 
the  heart,  but  by  the  sound  maxims  of  wisdom, 
must  we  legislate.  Not  the  abstractions  of  meta- 
physics or  tne  visions  of  philanthropy,  but  the  Con- 
stitution, and  the  treaties  made  by  its  legitimate 
authority,  and  become  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
and  the  safety  of  the  people,  must  be  the  guides  of 
the  statesman. 

The  Constitutional  right  of  Congress  to  impose 
the  restriction  in  question,  has  been  so  perspicuously 
illustrated  and  evinced  by  honorable  gentlemen 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hemphill  and  Mr.  Sfr- 
qbantJ  as  well  as  an  honorable  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Taylor,)  whose  talents  and  pa- 
triotism would  do  honor  to  any  cause  or  nation, 
that  any  attempt  to  afibrd  strength  to  their  argu- 
ments, may  seem  a  useless  effort  \  nevertheless,  as 
the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  is  made  to  bear  on 
this  citadel  of  our  power,  I  shall  direct  some  of  my 
force  to  this  point.  Here  we  must  take  our  defence. 
If  driven  from  this  stronghold,  we  must  surrender 
at  discretion.  I  believe,  however,  that  this  fortress, 
if  ably  defended,  will  be  impregnable ;  that  it  can- 
not be  carried  either  by  force  or  storm,  by  artful 
manoeuvring  or  direct  attack. 

I  preface  the  observations  which  I  am  about  to 
make,  by  saying,  that,  as  the  organs  by  which  we 
perceive,  are  not  equally  perfect  io  all  men,  and 
that,  as  no  language  in  which  ideas  are  conveyed 
to  the  mind  is  so  precise  and  definite  as  in  all  cases 
to  preclude  all  uncertainty  or  doubt  as  to  the  meaning 
of  written  instruments,  statesmen,  equally  honest, 
equally  intent  on  the  public  weal,  in  reasoning  on 
these  in.struments^  may  draw  different  inferences 
and  come  to  difierent  results.    Not  only  do  our 
ablest  lawyers  differ  in  opinion  in  their  construc- 
tion of  the  same  statute,  but  our  learned  judges, 
with  minds  the  motJt  luminous,  comprehensive, 
and  discriminating,  and  liable  to  no  undue  bias, 
are  not  always  united  in  one  and  the  same  opinion, 
on  eases  growing  out  of  t^e  laws,  treaties,  or  Con- 
stitution.   For  men  to  differ  in  opinion  is  so  com- 
mon, on  interesting  questions,  that  it  ought  not  to 
cause  any  surprise.    We  ought  rather  to  weigh 
each  other's  argument  in  an  impartial  scale^  judge 
with  candor,  and  deem  those  not  as  enemies,  but 
friends,  to  the  country,  who  put  constructions  on 
the  Constitution  difierent  frem  our  own. 

*  A  gentleman  in  his  delivered  ■peoeb,  used  this 
term. 


With  respect  to  the  explanations  to  be  given  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  there  are  some 
helps  and  guides.  These  are  the  definite  objects 
which  the  people  had  in  ordaining  and  establish- 
ing the  Constitution,  and  the  general  powers  which 
it  grants.  What  are  these  ?  The  object  is  thus 
defined :  "  We,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in 
'  order  to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  jus- 
^  tice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the 
<  common  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare, 
'  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves 
*  and  our  posterity,  do  ordain  and  establish  this 
'  Constitution." 

Among  the  general  grants  of  powers  are  these : 
Congress  shall  nave  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises :  Conf^ess  shall  have 
power  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  nation,  and  provide 
for  the  common  defence  and  s^eneral  welfare. 
Congress  shall  have  power,  applies  to  each  and 
every  article  and  clause  of  the  eighth  section  as 
well  as  to  the  first.  That  this  is  grammatically 
correct  I  will  not  refer  gentlemen  to  the  learned 
President  of  Transylvania  University,  (Rev.  Hor- 
ace HoUey,  formerly  of  Boston,)  but  to  the  pupils 
under  his  tuition.  This  distinguished  character, 
to  whom  I  have  alluded,  lately  shone  conspicu- 
ously in  the  East,  and  is  now  illuminating  a  dif- 
ferent region,  where  I  trust  he  will  impart  some 
useful  notions,*  Useful  notions  of  liberty,  useful 
notions  of  the  Constitution,  useful  notions  of  gov- 
ernment, just  notions  of  science,  literature,  and  the 
arts ;  correct  notions  of  language  and  grammar ; 
elevated  notions  of  religion  and  morals ;  and  re- 
fined notions  of  manners^  decorum,  and  taste.  For, 
though  Kentucky  may  justly  boast  of  her  orators, 
statesmen,  and  political  economists ;  yet  some  or 
the  notions  which  I  mentioned  might  add  lustre  to 
her  ore-eminent  feme. 

That,  in  a  legislative  sense,  Congress  shall  have 
power,  applies  to  all  the  articles  and  clauses  of  the 
section  is  to  be  inferred  from  the  nature  of  the  case 
as  well  as  from  the  correspondence  to  the  language 
used  in  the  preamble,  where  the  expression  is  more 
full  and  definite,  and  the  object  more  clearly  stated. 
The  people  here  declare  that,  to  "  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  promote  the  general  welfare, 
they  ordain  and  establish  this  Constitution." 

But,  if  a  different  construction  should  prevail, 
what  will  gentlemen  obtain  ?  If  it  should  oe  con- 
ceded that  Congress  only  have  the  power  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  and 
to  pay  the  debts  of  the  nation  for  the  common  de- 
fence and  general  welfare,  it  follows,  of  course, 
that  the  common  defence  is  to  be  provided  for,  and 
the  general  welfare  to  be  promoted ;  and  that  Con- 
gress have,  for  these  purposes,  the  control  of  the 
whole  revenue  of  the  nation — I  contend,  sir,  for  no 
more. 

I  am  as  willing  as  as  any  gentleman  can  be  to 
acknowledge  that  the  real  sovereign  of  our  coun- 
try is  the  people;  and  that  Congress  are  but  the 
ministers  of  this  sovereign.  But  this  absolute  sov- 
ereignty resides,  not  in  minute  portions  or  States, 

*  A  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  frequently  re- 
peated, and  giren  a  peculiar  emphasis  to  the  term. 
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but  in  the  whole  people,  whose  will,  expressed  by 
their  Constitutional  organs,  is  the  law,  and  must 
be  obeyed.  But  what  rules  shall  the  ministers  of 
the  sovereign  people  observe  in  the  administration 
of  his  Government?  Certainly  his  written  in- 
structions, in  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion  in 
■applying  general  expressions  of  his  will  to  particu- 
lar cases,  and  in  adapting  to  exigencies,  as  they 
arise,  such  measures  as  best  comport  with  the 
known  character  of  his  Government.  When  we 
dissolved  our  political  connexion  with  Britain,  we 
asserted  the  power  of  doing  what  independent  na- 
tions of  right  might  do.  What  may  independent 
nations  of  right  do  ?  May  they  not  of  right  pro- 
vide for  their  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare 7  If  we  have  not  this  right  it  is  in  vain  to 
boast  of  our  independence.  We  are  still  colonies, 
or  at  best  like  some  of  the  minor  States  in  Kurope, 
which,  with  a  nominal  independence,  are  sup- 
ported and  controlled  by  neignboring  kingdoms. 
Is  not  such  a  condition  degrading  1  Does  it  com- 
port with  the  high  spirit  which  ought  to  be  cher- 
ished by  our  countrv?  That  there  should  be  a 
sovereign  people,  ana  not  have  the  right  to  provide 
for  their  safety  and  well  being,  is  to  me  the  great- 
est of  all  solecisms.  And  to  contend  for  the  right, 
and  deny  the  power  of  exerting  it.  in  the  only 
mode  by  which  the  neople  can  act,  tneir  Constitu- 
tional organs,  is  renaering  the  right  nu^tory. 

Gentlemen  may  state  extreme  cases  m  order  to 
shock  us  with  the  consequences  of  our  doctrine. 
By  this  license  of  reasoning,  the  most  useful  truths 
might  be  refuted ;  the  most  important  virtues  ren- 
der doubtful.  For  cases  may  be  supposed  in 
which  filial  obedience,  coniu^  affection,  aud  grat- 
itude to  benefactors,  lose  their  obligation.  If  gen- 
tlemen are  of  opinion  that  Congress  have  not  the 
power  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
ffeneral  welfare,  because  this  power  may  be  abused, 
I  ]aiow  not  to  what  lengths  such  an  opinion  would 
lead  them.  To  reason  consistently,  they  naust  in- 
hibit to  mankind  the  use  of  reason  and  reli^on— 
for  these  may  be  abused.  They  must  proscribe  all 
that  is  valuable ;  they  must  inhibit  to  themselves 
the  use  of  their  own  extraordinary  ingenuity  and 
elocution ;  for  these,  too,  are  capable  of  being  per- 
verted, or  exerted  in  a  wrong  cause. 

Gi^itlemen  also  may  attempt  to  excite  an  alarm 
by  giving  an  unnatural  extent  and  enormity  to  the 
TOwers  possessed  by  the  national  Government. 
They  may  liken  them  to  the  powers  conferred  on 
the  Consul  when  the  Roman  Senate  decreed  that 
he  should  take  care  that  the  commonwealth  should 
receive  no  detriment.  For  my  part  I  should  be 
alarmed  if  the  Constitution  did  not  confer  this 
power.  I  should  deem  it  as  defective  as  the  old 
Confederation.  I  should  believe  it  to  be  justly 
described  by  a  learned  theologian,  (the  late  Dr. 
Dwight,)  who,  as  he  expressed  it,  never  viewed  it 
but  with  the  emotions  which  he  telt  for  a  child  in 
his  first  essays  to  go  alone — ^tottering  instead  of 
waikins,  ana  frequently  falling  on  tne  floor  for 
want  of  strength  to  manage  his  steps.  I  contend 
that  the  power  which  is  claimed  for  the  Constitu- 
tion is  inherent  in  every  body  politic  which  has 
within  it  the  principles  or  its  own  preservation.  It 


is  not  an  attribute,  it  is  essential  to  sovereigotj. 
This  power  is  conierred  on  Congress  in  stron^^ 
terms  than  by  the  decree  of  the  Roman  Senate 
which  conferred  power  on  the  Consul.  In  the  lit- 
eral sense,  this  decree  only  gave  the  power  to  ward 
off  injuries.  But  the  Constitution  is  more  expli- 
cit ;  in  unequivocal  language  it  confers  a  poorer 
on  Congress,  not  only  to  secure  the  commonwealth 
from  harm,  but  also  to  procure  for  it  good — to  pro- 
vide for  the  common  defence  and  promote  the  gen- 
eral welfare. 

It  was  from  the  defect  of  the  ordinary  po^rers 
of  the  Roman  Republic  that  it  was  so  liable  to  re- 
ceive detriment,  and  that,  to  guard  against  this 
detriment,  extraordinary  powers,  on  pressing  emer- 
gencies, were  conferred---such  as  were  implied  in 
the  decree,  or  the  creating  of  a  dictator.  These 
defects,  and  the  occasional  supply  of  these  de- 
fects by  conferring  extraordinary  powo^  proved 
the  bane  of  the  commonwealth.  The  people  of 
the  United  State&  deriving  wisdom  and  experi- 
ence from  the  misfortunes  of  others,  have  guarded 
against  the  rocks  on  which  they  sf^it.  In  their 
civil  constitution  they  have  conferred  ample  pow- 
ers, competent  not  only  to  ordinary,  but  to  extra- 
ordinary exigencies.  Hence,  we  may  hope  foi<  the 
durability  and  perpetuity  of  our  Republic. 

I  do  not  apprehend  contradiction  to  my  posi- 
tions from  candid,  enlightened,  practical  states- 
men, versed  in  the  business  of  legislation,  who 
wiU  have  the  goodness  to  understand  them.  I  will 
succinctly  state  them.    They  are  these : 

All  the  powers  of  sovereignty  are  inherent  in 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  These  powers 
can  only  be  exercised  but  by  the  organs  of  the 
people,  tne  constituted  authorities ;  and  that,  in  the 
exercise  of  them,  and  their  application  to  particu- 
lar cases  and  emergencies,  these  authorities  must 
be  guided  by  their  own  judgment  and  discretion, 
enlightened  and  assisted  by  the  spirit  and  letter  of 
the  Constitution,  the  wisdom  of  ages  and  the  ju- 
risprudence of  nations. 

Unless  Congress  have  the  right  of  judging  and 
applying  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  Gov- 
.emment  must  be  at  an  end.  The  Constitution  is 
not  capable  of  self-motion.  It  must  remain  a  ca^nU 
mortuum — an  organized  body  without  a  living  soul. 
Some  power,  not  inherent  in  itself,  must  give  it 
the  breath  of  life  before  it  can  move.  Without 
the  power  of  construction  and  applying,  I  have  to 
learn  what  there  is  for  Congress  to  do.  They  must 
be,  not  agents,  but  passive  instruments.  Would  you, 
sir,  have  Congress  to  consult  the  people  in  everf 
step  they  take,  and  wait  for  their  sense  of  the  con- 
stitutionality of  every  thing  they  attempt?  This 
were  impracticable.  Would  you  have  theoi  sub- 
mit to  the  dictation  of  the  States?  I  know  of  no 
Eolitical  hierarchy  in  the  proudest  of  them  that 
as  the  high  prerogative  to  dictate  to  Congress 
what  constructions  are  to  be  put  on  the  pcovisions 
of  the  Constitution,  or  to  what  cases  these  shall  be 
applied.  I  am,  sir.  a  protestant  in  politics  as  wdl 
as  m  religion.  I  claim  the  right  of  private  judg- 
ment for  myself  and  associates,  I  deny  the  author- 
ity of  any  Pontifex  Masrimus  to  define  our  Consti- 
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tiitioaal  creed — to  declare  to  us  the  CaihcUe  fauUh 
of  our  Republic. 

The  amendment  to  the  Constitution  which  states, 
*^  The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States, 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserred  to 
the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people,"  forms  no 
barrier  to  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  Congress 
lor  which  I  am  contending.  The  question  arises : 
What  powers  are  granted  and  what  prohibited  ? 

**  Who  sball  decide  when  doctors  disagree, 
And  wise  ctsuisto  dispute,  like  you  and  me  ?'* 

I  say,  as  before,  Congress,  in  the  first  instance, 
must  be  the  judse  of  their  own  power ;  in  the 
second)  the  people;  and,  in  the  uiat  resort,  the 
Supreme  Judiciary  of  the  United  States.    I  place 
the  law,  constitutionally  enacted  and  sanctioned, 
abore  the  people.    The  soveredffn  himself  must 
be  bound  by  his  own  law.    If  Congress  err,  they 
err  at  their  peril.    And,  with  all  th^  checks  and 
responsibility  upon  them,  is  there  any  danger  to 
be  apprehended  from  their  exercising  that  sound, 
oiligntened  discretion  in  administering  the  Gov- 
ernment, without  which  the  Constitution  must 
remain  a  useless^  inanimate  machine?     What 
rules  of  construction  shall  Conmas  adopt  in  de- 
terminiiig  what  powers  are  pronibited,  and  what 
granted  1    That,  sir,  which  is  sanctioned  by  the 
wisdom  of  ages,  and  prevails  in  our  courts  or  law. 
In  doubtful  cases  the  construction  ought  to  be  in 
favor  of  the  grantee.    At  the  formation  of  the 
Constitution  the  States  acted  as  sovereign.    They 
made  grants  of  power  to  the  nation,    in  disputed 
cases  the  right  construction  is  that  which  mvors 
the  nation.     This  rule  of  construction  ought  to 
prevail,  not  only  because  it  is  sanctioned  by  com- 
mon usage,  but  for   other   substantial   reasons. 
While  the  great  States  claim  powers  for  then^ 
selves,  bordering  on  absolute  sovereignty,  they  are 
inclined  to  deny  to  the  nation  the  power  of  self- 
preservation.    It  is  also  characteristic  of  all  Fed- 
eral Governments,  however  constructed,  to  have 
inherent  weaknesses  or  defects.    You  cannot,  with 
ffood  effect,  legislate  for  States,  nor  coerce  obe- 
dience to  your  authority,  withoni  civD  war.    The 
safety  of  our  Republic,  the  peace  and  domestic 
tranquillity  of  the  people,  demand  constructions 
which  give  to  the  General  Government  a  national 
ibrm  and  energy.    Such  constructions  are  best 
adapted  to  give  permanency  and  strength  to  the 
system,  and  secure  the  blessmgs  of  liberty  to  our- 
selves and  our  posterity..    There  can  be  no  danger 
from  such  constructions.    I  am  bold  to  affirm  that 
the  powers  possessed  by  the  nation  have  in  no  in- 
stance been  materially  abused.    They  have  been 
uniformly  exerted  for  the  common  aefenoe  and 
seneral  wel&re.    Hence,  the  Gieneral  Government 
has  become  a  favorite  with  the  peofde.    They  con* 
aider  it  as  a  nursing  fadier,  ana  cherish  towards  it 
a  fiUal  reverence  and  alfection.    With  as  much 
oonfideaee  can  I  affirm,  that  the  disaffection  and 
dtsturbances  which,  at  times,  have  existed  in  our 
oountry.  have  had  their  origin  in  the  jealousies 
and  amoition  of  the  aspiring  States,  and  were  ex- 
cited and  fomented  by  certain  leaders  yrho  iniu- 
enced  the  counsds  and  dictated  the  p<^y  of  those 


States;  and  that  but  for  the  artifices  of  such 
leaders,  there  would  have  been  neither  insurgency, 
sedition,  clamor,  nor  scarcely  a  murmur  of  disap- 
probation. 

The  safety  of  our  Republic,  the  integrity  of  the 
Union,  the  quietude  and  harmony  of  the  people, 
imperiously  demand  that  the  proud  asinring  States 
should  be  taught  to  know  their  distance,  to  lower 
their  lofty  crests,  to  revolve  in  their  humble  orbs 
around  the  National  Government,  the  sun  of  the 
system,  and  lose  their  dazzling  radiance  in  the 
superior  splendor  of  his  beams. 

1  am  not,  sir,  for  annihilating  the  States.  They 
ought  to  possess  full  powens  to  enact  municipal 
laws  and  to  administer  municipal  justice — to  regu- 
late their  internal  police — ^to  conduct  their  local 
concerns.  But  I  deny  the  right  of  the  proudest 
among  them  to  interfere  with  the  high  preroga- 
tives of  the  National  Government. 

On  the  doctrines  of  checks  and  balances,  the 
qualified  local  sovereignties  may  be  of  use  in  the 
general  system ;  they  may  check  the  National  €k)V^ 
emment,  if  ascending  too  high  on  the  wheel  of 
preroffative.  But  it  is  to  be  feared  that  more  fre- 
quently will  they  retard  its  useful  movements.  As 
connected  with  their  own  power  and  importance, 
as  well  as  from  a  common  sympathy,  they  may 
ffuard  the  people's  rights,  and  defend  their  privi- 
leges. But  more  ffenerally  will  they,  like  the 
great  barons  of  the  feudal  times  of  Europe,  under 
some  colorable  pretext  of  restraining  the  preroffa- 
tive of  the  lord  paramount,  aim  to  abridge  bis 
legitimate  authority^  and  take  from  him  the  power 
to  promote  the  felicity  of  the  nation.  It  neither 
savors  of  political  wisdom  nor  enlightened  patriot- 
ism to  be  over-zealous  of  power. 

I  believe,  sir,  it  will  appear,  from  the  civil  his- 
tory of  the  world,  that  as  many  nations  have  lost 
their  independence,  and  the  peof^e  their  liberty, 
from  the  deficiency  of  power  in  the  governments 
to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
wefftre,  as  from  the  abuse  of  powers  committed 
to  their  trust.  To  what  cause  ^all  we  trace  the 
misfortunes  of  Poland,  but  to  the  jealousy  of  the 
n<^es,  in  denying  to  the  supreme  executive  of 
the  nation  the  nower  competent  to  povide  for 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare?  To 
what  is  owing  the  weakness  and  unwieldiness  of 
(Germany,  but  to  the  defect  of  power  in  the  head, 
arising  trom  the  federal  inffredients  of  which  the 
Empire  is  composed  ?  And  in  the  feudal  times  to 
which  I  allude,  how  did  the  people  lose  their  lib- 
erties? Harassed  by  the  perpetual  strifes,  ani- 
mosities, confbsions,  and  petty  wars,  of  the  feudal 
lords,  they,  for  the  most  part,  threw  their  weight 
in  the  scale  of  the  Crown,  and  parting  with  their 
liberty  for  safety  and  protection,  took  shelter  under 
the  shadow  of  the  throne.  Like  causes  may  pro- 
duce like  effects ;  and  if  ever  the  people  of  the 
United  States  should  depart  from  our  confederated 
Republic,  it  will  be  owing  to  the  turmoils,  se- 
ditions, insurgencies,  and  civil  commotions,  ex- 
cited and  fomented  by  the  aspiring  States.  The 
people^  wearied  out  by  such  turbulent  scenes,  vrill 
part  with  their  freedom  for  security,  and  seek  peace 
and  quittude  under  a  con8<^idated  government, 
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wielded  by  a  single  arm.  Unless  the  exercise  of  a  I 
sound  discretion  be  allowed  Congress  in  applying 
general  provisions  of  the  Constitution  to  particular 
cases,  I  know  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  you  have 
to  say  in  defence  of  some  of  the  most  important 
measures  of  the  Government.  I  know  not  what 
tne  advocates  of  these  measures  can  offer  in  de- 
fence of  your  military  academies  or  national  bank  "i 
I  know  not  what  justification  you  could  offer  to 
the  people  of  the  East  for  what  they  suffered  by 
the  restrictive  system.  "Congress  shall  have 
power,  to  regulate  commerce."  But  it  is  only  in 
the  exercise  of  your  judgment  that  you  apply  the 
right  to  regulate  commerce  to  the  cases  mentioned. 
Some  of  our  ablest  lawyers,  whose  patriotism  and 
attachment  to  the  Government  coiud  not  be  sus- 
pected, uniformly  denied  the  justness  of  this  appli- 
cation. 

In  fine,  sir,  I  know  not  what  will  become  of  the 
treaty  by  which  Lousiana  was  ceded  to  the  United 
States.  "  New  States  may  be  admitted  into  the 
Union."  The  power  here  conferred,  if  you  only 
regard  the  natural  import  of  the  terms,  the  sense 
in  which  they  could  be  understood  by  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution,  would  hardly  justify  you  in 
purchasing  kingdom  after  kingdom,  continent 
after  continent,  and  placing  no  bounds  to  our 
country  but  those  which  limit  the  globe  itself. 

Do  you  inquire,  sir,  whether,  by  these  observa- 
tions, I  intend  a  censure  ?  I  ftankly  reply  I  do 
not.  I  approve,  I  applaud  a  liberal,  bold,  manly 
policy  5  the  pjolicy  of  Washington,  whicn  raised 
the  genius  of  our  country,  and  added  dignity  to 
the  American  character.  I  applaud  the  statesman 
or  the  hero  who  poises  himself  on  his  own  mag- 
nanimity, and,  setting  at  defiance  the  vulgar  cen- 
sures of  the  great,  pertbrms  noble  achievements  for 
the  glory  and  felicity  of  his  country.  Such  states- 
men and  heroes  are  tne  boast  and  glory  of  a  nation — 
its  ornament  and  defence. 

From  the  tenor  of  the  preceding  observations,  it 
is  obvious  that  Congress  are  invested  by  the  Con- 
stitution with  powers  to  impose  such  restrictions 
on  citizens  as  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare  require,  provided  there  be  no  express  pro- 
visions to  the  contrary. 

But  is  there  no  barrier  to  these  restrictions  aris- 
ing from  treaty  ?  This  topic  I  shall  waive,  as  a 
further  discussion  of  it  would  be  superfluous.  It 
has  been  ably  treated,  and  in  a  masterly  manner, 
by  a  pre-eminent  statesman — a  member  of  the 
other  House — a  native  of  Maine — a  statesman 
whose  intellectual  endowments  are  unrivalled  but 
by  his  moral  virtues — whose  luminous  mind  irra- 
diates the  nation  and  reflects  a  lustre  on  his  native 
State.    [Hon.  Rufus  King.] 

But,  conceding  the  power  and  right  on  Consti- 
tutional and  treaty  ground  to  impose  restrictions, 
have  you  no  scruples  arising  from  a  sense  of  jus- 
tice, the  sacredness  of  property  1  Has  not  every 
citizen  a  claim  on  the  Government  to  be  secured 
in  his  possessions?  Property  in  our  country  is 
sacred.  It  is  guarantied  by  tne  letter  and  spirit  of 
our  laws. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  how  is  a  black  slave  to  be 
considered  ?    As  property,  or  a  human  being  ?    I 


believe,  sir,  neither  wholly  one  nor  the  other,  but 
partly  both.  When  gain  is  concerned,  the  black 
slave  is  considered  as  property ;  but,  when  pcwer 
is  in  question,  he  i«  dignified  with  three-fifths  the 
attributes  of  a  man.  As  far  as  property  is  to  be 
affected,  you  ought  to  proceed  with  caution.  For 
if,  by  mere  dint  of  power,  you  can  take  awa)r  a 
part,  the  principle  on  which  you  act  would  justify 
you  in  taxing  tne  whole ;  and  the  citizen  might  be 
deprived  of  one  species  of  property  after  another, 
till  he  had  nothing  left  which  he  could  call  his 
own.  Happily,  the  restriction  contended  for  sanc- 
tions no  such  strides  of  power — no  such  injustice. 
It  gives  all  possible  security  to  property  in  posses- 
sion, and  provides  for  the  future,  that  a  human 
being,  whatever  be  his  complexion,  in  the  Terri- 
tory or  State  of  Missouri,  shall  feel  the  force  of 
these  self-evident  truths — that  God  created  cdl  mcmr- 
kind  equals  and  endotoed  them  taith  certain'  inalienaUe 
rights — amongst  which  are  "  life,  liberty,  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness."  Can  ingenuity,  aided  by 
elocution,  fix  a  stigma  on  such  a  just  and  wise  and 
liberal  policy  in  the  opinion  of  the  enlightened 
world  ?  It  is  somewhat  singular  that  the  gentle- 
men who  are  so  fastidiously  delicate  respecting  the 
powers  of  Congress,  should  habitually  usurp  an 
unwarrantable  power  over  a  large  portion  of  th^ 
fellow-men.  What  is  your  right  to  make  an  Afri- 
can your  property,  but  the  right  of  the  strongest  ? 
By  the  same  right  the  Barbary  Powers  make 
slaves  of  their  prisoners  oi  war.  God  has  no  at- 
tribute to  sanction  such  injustice,  such  violation  of 
the  laws  which  he  originally  engraved  on  the  hu- 
man mind. 

Property  itself,  sir,  if  not  a  creature  of  the  law, 
by  law  is  modified,  restrained,  or  regulated  in  its 
use.  In  a  state  of  society,  respecting  many  kinds 
of  property,  no  man  has  a  right  to  do  what  he  will 
with  his  own.  It  cannot  be  used  by  him  to  the 
destruction  of  others.  No  man  is  permitted,  by 
law,  to  set  fire  to  his  own  house  in  the  midst  of  a 
city,  however  convenient  it  might  be  to  him  to 
have  it  consumed.  In  a  number  of  instances  the 
laws  interpose  and  regulate  the  property  which 
men  have  in  animals,  or  restrain  or  limit  their  use. 
If  any  species  of  them  were  becoming  noxious  to 
any  section  of  country,  or  if  multiplying  them 
should  become  hurtful  and  injurious  to  the  com- 
munity, laws  might  be  enacted  to  prevent  the  mis- 
chievous effects. 

This  reasoning  is  applicable  to  every  species  of 
property,  of  every  complexion,  whether  blue,  or 
yellow,  or  black.  If,  therefore,  you  consider  your 
slaves  property — and  if  spreading  this  species  of 
property  over  the  Missouri  would  bie  injurious  to 
the  best  interest  of  the  nation,  as  nothing  has  been 
stipulated  to  the  contrary,  on  the  principles  that 
reffulate  other  kinds  of  property.  Congress  may  re- 
gulate or  prohibit  to  you  the  use  of  this. 

The  property  of  the  North  was  under  the  ban  of 
National  Government  for  years.  The  embargo  and 
restrictive  system  not  only  interdicted  to  us  the  use 
of  our  prop^ty,  but  cramped  our  enteri»:ise.  They 
in  effect  annihilated  our  property  in  navigation, 
and  denied  to  the  hardy  and  industrious  their  ac- 
customed means  of  support.    Numbers  who  lived 
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in  affioence,  and  promoted  industrf,  eircolating 
irealth  and  refinement  through  the  commmiity, 
i^ere  by  those  measures  reduced  to  comparative 
poverty  and  distress.  Hence,  sir,  the  k)ud  call  on 
the  justice  of  the  nation  for  a  bankrupt  law,  to  re- 
store those  who  suffered  in  that  common  cause  to 
a  standing  in  society ;  to  replace  them  in  situations 
in  which  they  may  be  encouraged  to  exert  their  in- 
dustry and  enterprise  for  the  benefit  of  themselves, 
their  faniilies,  and  their  fdlow-citizens. 

We  did  not  comi>lain  then,  nor  do  we  now  com- 
plain of  our  patriotic  privations.  We  gloried  in 
them,  because  we  believed  them  connected  with 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare.  We 
ask  our  Western  brethren  to  behold  our  example, 
to  imitate  our  patient  loyalty,  to  rival  our  suffering 
yirtue.  Their  trials,  compared  with  ours^,  will  in 
experiment  be  found  light.  The  little  finger  of 
the  commercial  was  heavier  than  the  whole  hand 
of  the  restriction  on  slaves.  The  same  power 
w^hich,  by  regulating  commerce,  destroyed  navi- 
gation, might  as  legitimately  be  exerted  to  pre- 
vent a  traffic,  domestic  as  well  as  foreign,  as  (lis- 
graceful  to  our  Republic  as  it  is  inconsistent  with 
Uie  first  principles  of  liberty  and  the  inherent  rights 
of  mankind. 

To  the  evils  of  slavery,  where  slavery  exists  by 
compact,  there  is,  perhaps,  no  adequate  remedy. 
But  not  to  prevent,  where  there  is  a  power  of  pre- 
vention, is  a  strange  repugnance  of  practice  to 
theory.  And  to  diminish  the  whole  quantity  of 
an  evil  by  making  it  more  extensive,  by  increasing 
it  in  a  tenfold  ratio,  appears  to  me  worse  than  that 
quackery  in  the  boasted  art  of  healing,  which,  in- 
stead of  extracting,  should  scatter  the  morbid  mat- 
ter of  the  diseased  part  throughoutthe  whole  frame, 
till  all  that  was  sound  should  become  infected. 
Respecting  the  introduction  of  slavery  in  the 
Western  territory,  the  learned  aphorisms  of  the 
learned  gentleman,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  quoted  in  a 
learned  Tankage,  would  apply  wim  great  perti- 
nence and  iorce ;  '^  resist  beginnings ;  an  ounce  of 
prevention  is  better  than  a  pound  of  remedy." 

Where  there  is  a  demand  for  any  commodity, 
there  the  market  will  be  supi)lied.  Open  a  profit- 
able sale  for  slaves  in  the  Missouri,  and  Africans 
will  be  brought  there  to  market  by  all  means,  and 
from  all  quarters.  The  shortsighted  avarice  of 
individuals  will  eUide  all  your  laws,  the  activity  of 
your  peace  officers,  the  vieilance  of  your  fleets  or 
armies.  In  opposition  to  all  that  can  be  done^  there 
will  be  fresh  importations,  and  undersellers  m  the 
market,  which  will  defeat  the  hopes  which  you  in- 
dulge of  gain.  There  is  no  way  so  effectual  to 
Erevent  this  inhuman  traffic,  so  contrary  to  all 
iws  founded  on  the  broad  basis  of  universal 
equality^  both  human  and  divine,  as  to  remove  all 
temptation,  to  render  the  trade  as  unprofitaUe  as 
it  is  odious.  This  will  be  laying  the  axe  at  the 
root  of  the  tree^  and  giving  it  a  fatal  stroke  by 
which  it  will  wither,  droop,  and  die.  To  remove 
the  temptation,  and  to  render  this  traffic  unprofit- 
able, is  in  accordance  with  the  policy  so  early 
adopted,  and  so  perseverin^ly  pursued,  by  that 
society  to  whom  the  cause  of  humanity  is  indebted 
for  many  of  its  triumphs,  and  in  whose  lives  the  1 


piinciples  of  a  pure  and  benign  religion  are  exem- 
plified ;  1  mean  the  Friends.  As  they  have  the 
merit  of  being  among  the  first  to  concert  measures 
to  abolish  slavery,  they  can  feel  the  greater  joy  in 
seeing  their  labors  crowned  with  so  much  success. 
For  their  well  directed,  unrelenting  efforts  to  un- 
loose the  heavy  burden,  and  to  break  every  yoke, 
they  deserve  well  of  mankind,  and  will,  doubtless, 
receive  the  benedictions  reserved  for  those  who 
"  break  the  rod  of  the  oppressor  and  let  the  prisoner 
go  free." 

In  the  course  of  this  debate,  Mr.  Chairman,  fre- 
quent references  have  been  made  to  the  state  papers, 
or  history  of  Vermont.  But,  stripped  of  the  col- 
oring of  tne  commentators,  who  have  taken  the  usual 
license  of  cullin|[  their  texts  and  putting  on  the 
ffloss,  I  see  nothing  of  the  marvellous  in  them. 
What  were  the  claims  which  the  citizens  of  Ver- 
mont set  up  ?  Did  they  ever  claim  the  right  to 
control  the  Union,  or  to  intermeddle  with  the  high 
prero^tives  of  the  nation  ?  Did  they  ever  claim 
the  right  to  dictate  to  Congress  what  measures 
should  be  adopted,  what  policy  should  be  pursued, 
what  construction  should  be  put  on  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  in  what  manner  its  provisions  should  be  ap- 
plied ?  Did  they  ever  claim  the  right  to  take  from 
the  National  Government  the  power  to  provide  for 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  ?  I  be- 
lieve, sir,  that  the  brave,  modest,  patriotic  citizens 
of  Vermont,  for  so  they  ought  to  be  characterized, 
never  made  such  arrogant  pretensions. 

All  I  can  find  in  their  history  is,  the  right  of  self- 
government  asserted,  the  ric^ht  of  regulating  their 
own  internal  concerns,  by  their  own  authority :  of 
managing  the  affairs  of  their  own  State  in  their 
own  way.  Have  these  rights  ever  been  denied  to 
any  of  the  States  ?  Have  any  attempts  been  made 
to  infringe  them  ?  Their  bold  and  spirited  lan- 
guage was  warranted  by  the  occasion.  They  had 
for  yearsexistedas  an  independent  State,  and  aided 
the  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  They 
sued  for  an  admission  into  the  Union.  Their  suit, 
as  they  thought,  was  evaded  by  vexatious  delays. 
They  felt  themselves  trifled  with  by  those  who 
wielded  the  powers  of  the  Confederacy..  They 
perceived,  or  thought  they  perceived,  an  equivoca- 
ting spirit,  not  consistent  with  equity  or  honor. 
They  expressed  themselves  in  the  warmest  language 
of  the  passions.  They  struge^led  for  years,  and, 
after  all,  as  the  price  of  admission 'into  the  Union, 
had  to  submit  to  such  conditions  as  Congress  saw 
fit  to  impose,  one  of  which  was  the  relinquishment 
of  a  large  tract  of  land.  Such  is  the  infinite  dis- 
similitude in  the  two  cases,  between  that  of  Mis- 
souri and  that  of  Vermont^  that  no  inference  can 
be  drawn  from  the  one,  which  can  fairly  be  applied 
to  the  other. 

Much,  Mr.  Chairman,  has  been  said  about  the 
State  rights  of  Missouri.  But,  where  is  the  State 
of  Missouri  1  In  what  section  of  the  country  does 
it  lie  ?  For  iny  part,  I  know  of  no  such  State  in 
the  Union.  There  is  none  of  that  name  among 
the  twenty-two  that  compose  the  Confederacy  of 
States.  Inhabiting  a  valuable  Territory,  called 
Missouri,  ceded  to  the  United  States  in  full  sove- 
reignty, there  are  citizens,  I  presume,  respectable. 
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worthy  citizens,  amenable  to  our  Gtorernment  and 
laws.  But  I  know  not  by  what  authority  any  por- 
tion of  citizens,  however  respectable,  can  claim  the 
attributes  of  sovereignty  and  the  State  rights,  till 
they  are  a  sorereiffn  State.  This  would  l^  claim- 
}fig  privileges  and  immunities,  and  for  non-exist- 
ences. 

When  Missouri  shall  become  a  State,  and  be 
admitted  into  the  Union,  she  may  then  talk  of  her 
State  rights  and  sovereignty.  But,  at  present, 
such  language  is  premature.  Where  State  rights 
exist,  there  is  no  attempt  of  the  Grenerftl  Govern- 
ment to  interfere  with  them.  The  restriction  is 
not  to  be  imposed  on  a  State,  but  on  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  We  legislate  for  individuals,  and 
not  for  the  State  of  Missouri — ^no  such  State  is 
known.  The  reasonings  in  favor  of  the  State 
rights  of  a  non-existing  State  must  be  on  assumed 
premises,  and  the  conclusion  drawn  unwarrantable. 
They  presui>pose  what  does  not  exist,  and  they  en- 
dow non-existence  with  the  rights  and  attributes  of 
a  sovereign.  The  foundation  on  which  you  build, 
having  no  solidity,  your  soperstmcture,  however 
towermg,  must  fail  to  the  ground. 

As  connected  with  the  question  before  you,  Mr. 
Chairman,  gentlemen  have  enlarged  on  the  right  of 
sdf-govemment  As  applied  to  a  body  politic, 
what  do  they  intend  by  self-«oveniment  ?  Do  they 
mean  its  ri^ht  to  blindly  fofiow  the  bent  of  some 
ruling  passion — ^the  riffnt  to  trample  on  the  rights 
of  others — ^the  right  of  a  part  to  give  laws  to  the 
whole — the  right  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  com- 
munity in  pursuit  of  a  favorite  object  ?  Self-gov- 
ernment, applied  to  bodies  of  men,  as  well  as  to 
an  individum,  includes  the  control  of  the  passions, 
their  subordination  to  reason,  the  ffutdance  of  dis- 
cretion, the  submitting  to  rules  and  precedents,  de- 
riving their  authoritv  from  inherent  fitness,  public 
experience,  the  estaolisbed  maxims  of  the  times, 
and  the  condensed  wisdom  of  ages.  Gentlemen, 
I  am  sensible,  are  shocked  at  the  doctrine  of  pre- 
cedents. But  what  will  they  substitute  in  their 
place?  Their  own  opinions,  formed  on  thespur  of  the 
occasion,  influencea  by  interest  and  caprice  ?  This, 
sir,  would  be  acting  from  desultory  emotions,  and 
not  according  to  method  or  rule.  It  would  be  set- 
ting up  an  iffmifcUmMB  in  place  of  the  polar  star. 

Many  fine  tales  are  told  us  about  a  spirit  of  com- 
promise, <£  amity,  of  accommodation.  And,  to 
mote  us  to  make  sacrifices  on  the  altar  of  public 


harmony,  the  example  of  the  sages  who  formed  the 
Constitution  is  set  before  us  in  all  its  allurements. 
Bat,  sir,  what  have  we  to  compromise?  Or  wliat 
is  your  qnid proqw>7  For  emoluments  and  pow- 
er on  your  part,  will  you  give  us  commercial  re- 
strictions, inhibitions  of  a  profitable  trade?  Will 
you  give  us  the  privilege  of  paying  duties  on  im- 
ports without  allowing  us  credit,  and  of  exporting 
without  debentutes  ?  Will  you  give  us  the  pleas- 
ure of  spilling  our  blood  and  expending  our  treas- 
ure in  your  service,  to  enhance  your  importance, 
and  to  swell  your  triumphs ?  With  such  gifts,  sir. 
we  are  already  well  satisfied^we  have  had  oar  fbll 
share.  Do  usjuttice,  and  reserve  your  bounties  for 
those  who  need  them.  On  some  fiitare  emergen- 
cies they  may  be  more  opportune. 


Between  the  membess  of  Congress  and  the  del- 
egates who  formed  the  Constitution,  there  is  an 
infinite  difference.  Out  of  unequal,  un|>liant,  or 
heterogeneous  materials,  made  ready  to  their  hands, 
they  had  to  form  a  harmonious  system.  Of  course, 
it  became  necessary  to  compare,  to  adjust,  to  ac- 
commodate, and  so  adapt,  and  to  dispose  of  the 
parts,  as  to  produce  a  beautiful  and  magnificent 
whole.  They  were  delegated  for  this  special  pur- 
pose, and  had  the  right  to  compromise.  We  have 
no  such  right.  We  are  not  negotiators,  but  legis- 
lators. It  is  our  ofiice,  not  to  make  bargains,  but 
to  enact  laws.  We  have  no  legitimate  power  to 
buy  or  sell,  or  make  gain  of  the  people  whom  we 
represent,  or  to  transrer  anj  portion  of  their  privi- 
leges from  one  section  of^our  country  to  acocMn- 
modate  that  of  another.  I  believe,  sir,  that  the 
States,  with  all  their  boasted  plmipotencey  never 
possessed^  or  delegated  their  rignt  to  commit  poli- 
tical sacrilege  or  nmony. 

We  are  not  the  arcfaatects.  but  the  superintend- 
ents of  the  civil  edifice  wnich  the  Convention 
erected.  Our  general  duties  are  im])lied  in  our 
ofl&ce.  It  is  our  province  to  keep  this  beautiful 
stroeture  of  liberty  in  repair,  to  preserve  its  sym- 
metry, and  to  guard  it  from  all  injuries.  It  would 
be  a  neach  of  trust  to  suffer  any  of  its  apartments 
to  be  occupied  by  those  who  would  sap  its  foun- 
dations, impair  its  strength,  or  deface  its  ornaments. 

I  have  yet  to  learn,  sir,  why  all  this  sensibility, 
this  animation,  this  alarm  ?  why,  on  the  innocent 
proposition  before  you,  cry  havoc,  and  let  dip  the 
dog»  of  war  ?  Are  State  rights,  wnere  no  State  is, 
in  danger?  Is  a  pure  and  disinterested  regard  to 
the  people  of  Missouri  the  predominant  passion  ? 
Are  you  sure,  sir,  that  vour  patriotic  ardor,  your 
manly  zeal,  to  prevent  the  eneroachments  of  pow- 
er, have  no  spice  of  ambition,  no  tincture  of  ava- 
rice? Searon,  sir,  your  own  breast  before  you 
sarcastically  comment  on  our  phiian^ropy  and 
religion.  It  has  been  freqoently  asserted,  by  gen- 
tlemen who  are  entitled  to  the  highest  considera- 
tion, that  of  all  curses  with  which  our  countiy  is 
afflicted  that  of  black  slavery  is  the  greatest  Why, 
then,  are  our  attempts  to  prevent  this  curse  from 
being  entailed  on  a  fair  portion  of  our  territory 
viewed  with  such  abhorrence?  Is  there  more 
than  meets  the  eye?  Do  you  perceive  some  hid- 
den mischief  lurcing  under  the  attempt?  Do  you 
perceive  wisdom  and  virtue  laboring  to  strengthen 
the  Union,  establish  justice,  and  insure  domestic 
tranqaillity?  Do  you  pereeive  concealed  under  it 
the  sword  and  ^e  purse  to  be  wielded  by  the  sound 
discretion  of  Congress  to  provide  for  the  common 
defence  and  genml  welrare?  Or  do  you  seem 
to  pereeive  the  movements  of  a  gallant  army, 
condaeted  by  able  commanders,  whose  hrilliont 
achievements  have  secured  peace  and  prosperity 
to  the  comitry  and  covered  themselves  with  flory ! 
No  wonder  you  startle,  chaaige  color,  and  turn 
pale.  At  the  glory  and  felicity  of  our  country,  the 
meet  stout^heartea  of  oar  politietans  seem  to  be 
appalled. 

They  see  in  them  a  monstrous  prodigy,  huge, 
ill-shftpen,  from  which  light  is  departed.  The^ 
are  amazed  at  the  spectacle«^he  hair  of  their 


1306 


OF  CONGRESS. 


1306 


Febbuart,  1820. 


JdmiiMon  of  Miaaouri, 


H.  OF  R. 


iieads  stand  erect  with  horror,  and  their  voice 
cleaves  to  their  jaws : 

'*  Monstmin  horrendom,   informe,  iiig€n«,  coi  lamen 

tdemptaai. 
**  OiMtnpiii,  stateniiitqae  coma,  et  vox  &udbas  hadt." 

I  should,  sir,  here  offer  an  apology,  did  I  not,  in 
these  embellishments  of  speech,  imitate  the  exam- 
ple of  Virginia.*  Massachusetts,  reprobate  as  she 
IS,  may  yet  be  permitted  to  hold  a  taper  to  the 
light  of  tne  sun. 

As  the  scaffolding  of  ambition,  or  as  a  mere  in- 
strument to  retain  power,  I  do  not  advocate  the 
restriction.  I  seek  no  victory  but  that  of  princi- 
ple— ^no  triumph  but  that  of  tne  common  defence 
and  general  welfare.  To  me  it  is  indifferent  by 
virhicn  section  of  the  country  the  sceptre  is  wielded, 
if  it  be  wielded  by  justice,  directed  by  wisdom,  and 
tempered  by  clemency. 

I  care  not,  sir,  by  whose  counsels  the  nation  is 
swayed,  if  by  these  counsels  the  public  safety  and 
happiness  is  promoted.  I  care  not  what  State  ex- 
erts a  paramount  influence,  if  that  influence  is 
salutary  and  benign.  If  Virginia  will  always 
give  us  a  Wabbington  for  President,  that  ancient 
and  honorable  State  may  enjoy  that  pre-eminence 
forever. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate  insinuations  have 
been  made,  which  cannot  be  misunderstood.  It 
would  indicate  stupidity  to  misconstrue  them.  I 
shall  not  waste  time  to  repel  them,  but  solicit  your 
attention  to  a  statement  which  I  am  about  to 
make. 

You  have,  sir,  in  your  pleasure  pounds  certain 
nuisances ;  in  order  to  prevent  their  rank  growth, 
you  spread  them  over  your  farm.  And  because 
they  are  there  becoming  hurtful,  you  attempt  to 
disburden  your  lands  by  diffusing  them  over  the 
surrounding  country.  The  people  who  are  to  be 
affected  by  your  attempts  to  spread  such  nuisances 
among  them,  gently  remind  you  of  the  unfairness 
of  your  proceedings,  and  point  out  to  you.  in  re- 
spectful language,  the  injurious  effects  whicn  must 
result  from  your  conduct.  These  you  meet  with 
menace,  invective,  and  sarcasm,  and  pronounce 
their  precautions  to  prevent  a  growing  mischief, 
as  tinctured  with  malice  aforethought,  a  delibe- 
rate design  to  accomplish  your  rum.  Or,  Mr. 
Chairman,  you  have  a  seat  in  Italy,  near  ^tna  or 
Vesuvius — you  apprehend  danger  from  the  erup- 
tions of  the  mountains;  and  to  ffuard  against  the 
injurious  effects,  you  form  machines  to  extract 
from  these  mountains  the  superfluous  lava,  and 
conductors  to  convey  it  to  the  surrounding  king- 
doms, and  thus,  to  free  yourself  from  fear  and 
alarm,  overwhelm  all  Europe  in  one  undistin- 
guishable  ruin. 

The  calamities,  sir,  which  you  are  preparing 
for  yourself  and  posterity,  by  spreading  slavery 
over  the  Western  world,  are  oeyond  calculation } 
they  will  be  infinite.  The  pestiferous  mischief 
will  take  deep  root  in  that  luxuriant  soil,  and 
vigorously  flourish.    A  black  population  will  over- 


*  A  gentleman  froin  that  Btate  had  made  a  firm  use 
of  Latin. 


flow  the  land.  The  sable  herds  will  roll  back  uppn 
you,  carrying  death  and  misery  in  their  train,  and 
oecome  more  destructive  to  the  American  Repub^ 
lie  than  were  the  Goths  and  Vandals  to  the  Roman 
Empire.  I  shudder  at  the  thought  of  being  an  in- 
strimient  of  entailing  such  a  pest  on  my  country. 

Blind  to  the  consequences  of  your  actions,  to  the 
passions  of  the  moment,  will  you  sacrifice  the  hap- 
piness of  ages  1  Perceiving  the  bowl  which  con- 
tains the  deleterious  poison  presented  to  the  lips  of 
our  country,  which,  if  swallowed,  will  contami- 
nate her  blood,  and  enervate  her  Constitution,  we 
call,  and  we  call  aloud  on  her,  to  refuse  the  po- 
tion. For  this  more  than  patriotic  attempt,  this 
act  of  filial  piety,  are  we  to  be  considered  as  de- 
signing knaves  or  honest  madmen  ?  To  deter  us 
from  saving  our  country  from  disgrace,  debility, 
and  decay,  do  you  {Hresent  to  our  senses  spectacles 
the  most  shocking?  Do  you  assail  the  ear  with 
the  most  alarming  sounds ;  the  eye  with  all  that 
is  to  the  sig^t  terrific ;  the  preludes  of  battle,  and 
the  direful  results  7  Are  we  made  to  hear  and  see 
the  clangor  of  the  trumpet,  the  clash  of  arms,  the 
dyiiw  groans,  and  garments  rolled  in  Uood?  Are 
we  forced  to  behold,  in  prospective,  as  the  result 
of  our  enlightened  policy,  the  waters  of  some 
among  the  largest  of  our  rivers  discolored  with 
gore,  and  their  channels  choked  up  by  the  man- 
gled bodies  of  the  dain  ?  Where,  sir^  is  to  be  the 
scene  of  these  horrific  transactions,  this  deplorable 
catastrophe?  On  the  banks  of  the  Delaware  or 
the  Huoson  ?  Most  probably  those  of  the  Hudson 
will  be  preferred,  as  tnere  imagination  has  laid  the 
scene  of  the  second  Hartford  Convention — there 
the  insidious  plot  to  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence and  g[eneral  welfare — there  the  constructive 
treason  against  the  prescriptive  rights  of  the  South. 

Heap,  sir,  from  the  exuberant  fertility  of  your 
imaginations,  terror  upon  terror,  and  cause  war 
and  slaughter,  and  death  and  carnage,  civil  com- 
motions, and  national  convulsions,  to  pass  in 
review  before  the  eye  of  fancy  j  threaten  to  pour 
out  upon  us  all  the  evils  of  Pandora's  box,  or  to 
let  loose  all  the  plagues  of  the  bottomless  pit  U-all 
is  in  vain.  Neither  threats  nor  devices  nor  ma- 
ncsuvres  nor  arts  crimsoned  with  blood,  will  deter 
us  from  deliberately  adopting  and  steadily  pursu- 
ing a  wise,  equitable,  and  humane  policy,  calcu- 
lated to  perfect  "  the  Union,  establish  justice,  insure 
'  domestic  tranquillity^  provide  for  the  ccHmnon 
'  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure 
'  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  pos- 
^  terity."  I  ought,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  ask  pardon 
for  the  frequent  repetition  of  this  sentiment  It  is 
music  to  my  ear,  thouffh  to  the  ears  of  others  it 
seems  to  be  more  unwucome  than  the  fame  of  the 
hero'of  Pensacola  or  New  Orleans. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not  apprehensive  that 
these  calamities  will  have  any  existence  but  in  dis- 
turbed imaginations.  I  entertain  a  better  opinion 
of  the  good  sense  of  the  ^people.  I  cannot  beliere 
that  any  large  portion  of  them,  because  a  momen- 
tary passion  is  not  gratified,  will  desert  the  stand- 
ard of  the  Union.  We  are  liable  to  be  deceived, 
even  by  our  senses.  The  eye,  the  moat  perfect  of 
them,  does  not  always  present  the  ttue  image  of 
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things.  The  ear  is  still  more  fallacious.  The  feel- 
ings excited  and  expressed  here  are  not  the  crite- 
rion of  public  sentiment.  And,  to  judge  of  the 
common  mind  by  what  is  witnessed  in  the  Capitol, 
you  are  liable  to  the  same  deception  as  you  would 
oe  to  judge  of  the  btate  of  the  air,  iVom  the  wind 
blowing^  into  a  close  room  through  a  crevice  or  aper- 
ture. From  the  loudness  or  shrillness  of  the  noise, 
you  might  suppose  that  without  there  were  storms, 
tempests,  hurricanes,  and  tornadoes — ^  the  war  of 
elements  and  the  crash  of  worlds !"  But  go  abroad 
and  you  behold  a  serene  sky,  a  placid  sun,  and  a 
salutary  breeze,  only  sufficient  to  purify  the  atmos- 
phere irom  noxious  vapors,  and  to  prevent  the 
corruption  which  all  things  contract  by  too  much 
rest. 

But,  should  some  cfioice  spirits  among  the  people, 
disappointed  in  their  favorite  project,  communi- 
cate their  own  ardor  and  passion  to  numbers,  and 
excite  them  to  rebellion ^  wnat  would  be  the  conse- 
quence ?  The  whole  history  of  our  Republic  will 
inform  you.  No  combinations  against  the  Na- 
tional Government  have  prospered.  It  has  gained 
strength  in  every  rencontre.  Its  arm  is  not  so 
shortened  that  it  cannot  save ;  its  ener^^y  is  not  so 
impaired  that  it  cannot  protect  itselt  or  enforce 
its  mandates.  That  power  which  authoritatively 
said  to  the  North  ff^ve  up^  will  with  equal  effect 
say  to  the  South  keep  hack,  and  to  the  West  peace, 

be  sua  f 

But.  sir,  as  imagination  is  free,  I  will  suppose 
that,  tiirough  the  arts  of  the  designing,  a  spirit  of 
disaffec'tion  and  revolt  should  be  communicated  to 
a  lar^  section  of  our  country,  and  a  formidable 
rebellion  raised  against  the  laws  enacted  by  the 
Supreme  Legislature,  and  sanctioned  by  the  Su- 
preme Judicial  authority,  and  approved  by  the 
well-affected  people, — ^what,  sir,  would  be  our  pol- 
ky  ?  Think  you.  that  to  save  our  friends  in  that 
section,  we  should  interpose — ^that  we  should  spill 
our  blood  and  waste  our  treasure  to  coerce  you  to 
a  good  temper  and  submission  ?  No,  sir,  we  should 
leave  you  to  "  reap  the  fruits  of  your  ways"  and 
"be  filled  with  your  own  devices."  Time  and 
suffering  would  restore  you  to  soundness  of  mind, 
and  bring  you  back  to  your  allegiance. 

Those  who  moved  you  to  treason  would  be  an- 
swerable for  consequences.  All  the  blood  spilt 
would  be  on  their  own  heads.  They  would  be 
responsible  for  the  crimes  committed  to  God,  to 
their  country,  and  to  the  civilized  world. 

Attempt  no  longer  to  alarm  our  fears  about  the 
safety  of  the  Union.  The  Union  is  not  a  rope  of 
sand — ^it  is  a  "threefold  cord,  which  cannot  easily 
be  broken." 

We  of  the  extreme  East  have  evinced  our  at- 
tachment to  the  Union,  even  "  at  times  which 
tried  men's  souls — ^when  your  summer's  soldier 
and  sunshine  patriot  shrunk  from  danger."  On 
the  apprehension  of  danger  to  the  Union,  we  ral- 
lied round  its  standard,  defended  it  with  our  lives 
and  fortunes,  and  made  our  breasts  its  ramparts. 
What,  sir,  is  our  reward  ?  We  come  to  you  for  a 
small  boon,  and  that  boon  is  delayed.  Missouri, 
the  adopted  Missouri,  to  the  prejuaice  of  the  true 
h^ir,  has  supplanted  us  in  your  affections.    This 


Missouri,  lately  an  alien  from  the  family,  and 
scarcely  of  an  age  to  unfold  her  charms,  at  the 
gentlest  tap  at  your  door,  must  be  welcomed  into 
your  drawins-room  with  all  her  menial  servants 
prostrate  at  her  feet,  or  the  whole  House  throTirn 
into  confusion.  But  Maine,  with  all  the  beauty, 
the  bloom,  the  fragrance,  of  eighteen,  who  has 
been  devoted  to  your  service,  is  received  with  cruel 
neglect,  and  only  permitted  to  pass  your  thresh- 
old on  the  condition  of  associating  with  your 
slaves.  Is  this  your  treatment  of  a  child  who  has 
ever  been  dutiful,  and  manifested  in  all  her  con- 
duct the  most  filial  tenderness  and  respect?  When 
she  asks  of  you  bread,  do  you  give  ner  a  stone  ; 
when  she  desires  a  fisn,  do  you  sting  her  with  a 
scorpion  ?    "  Tantcgne  animis  ccBlestibus  ira  P' 

We  justly  complain  of  this  partiality  to  your 
new  favorite — if  not  an  illegitimate,  yet  of  foreign 
extraction  and  mixed  blood.  I  speak  allegoricaHy 
and  mean  no  offence.    Do  you  threaten,  if  Miss 

,  not  in  her  teens,  be  not  gratified  in  all  her 

fond  humors,  to  raise  disturbances  in  the  fam- 
ily— to  sow  the  seeds  of  discord  among  breth- 
ren— to  set  the  "  father  against  the  son,  the  son 
against  the  father,  the  mother  against  the  daugh- 
ter, and  the  daughter  against  the  mother" — ^to  tear 
up  the  foundation  of  domestic  peace  ?  Look,  sir, 
at  the  consequences  of  your  actions.  Count  the 
cost,  compute  the  gain,  consider  which  section  of 
our  country  has  most  to  lose  by  secession  from  the 
Union,  by  disaffection  and  revolt.  The  North  is 
the  region  of  strength.  The  Eastern  grand  sec- 
tion of  the  Union  has  wealth  and  resources.  It 
has  valor,  patriotism,  and  an  enterprising  spirit. 
It  has  navigation  and  commerce.  It  has  a  free 
population — an  intelligent,  industrious,  virtuous 
people — the  nerve,  the  sinew,  the  vital  principle, 
the  life-blood  of  a  Republic.  With  these  advan- 
tages, and  wisdom  to  avail  ourselves  of  them,  are 
we  to  be  driven  from  our  pursuit  of  the  general 
welfare  through  menace  or  fear  ?  Reproach  us 
not  with  the  sterility  of  our  soil,  the  severity  of 
our  climate.  The  labor,  sir,  of  freemen  will  make 
any  soil  fertile — liberty,  any  climate  delightful. 
Industry,  enterprise,  and  commerce,  lead  to  wealth, 
and  wealth  to  power  and  importance.  Need  I 
mention  the  States  which,  less  favored  by  nature, 
in  some  respects,  with  commerce,  industry,  enter- 
prise, have  taken  an  imposing  attitude,  and  com- 
manded the  deference  ol  surrounding  nations?  I 
refer  you  to  the  Venetians  and  Dutch ;  I  refer  you 
to  the  English,  who.  by  navigation,  commerce, 
and  manufacturing  skill,  attained  to  great  wealth 
and  splendor,  and,  at  times^  wielded  the  destiny  of 
Europe.  I  repeat  it,  therefore^  do  your  utmost,  by 
a  disloyal  and  refractory  spirit,  to  dissolve  the 
Union,  and  accomplish  your  object ;  we  have  the 
least  to  fear. 

We  are  prepared  for  the  worst,  though  we  seek 
the  best.  We  shall  clin^  to  the  Union  as  long  as 
there  is  the  least  hope  of  safety.  But  if,  through 
the  unmanly  jealousies,  the  headstrong  passions, 
the  ill-directed  ambition  of  the  proud,  aspiring 
States,  this  Union  must  be  dashed  to  pieces,  we 
shall  not  perish.  Escaping  on  some  of  the  larger 
fragments,  of  these  we  snail  reconstruct  a  re^el 
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of  State,  in  which,  if  not  with  so  much  glory,  we 
may  be  wafted  along  on  a  ffontle  current  of  pros- 
perity, and  enjoy  peace,  safety,  and  felicity. 

But,,  sir,  the  people  of  the  United  States  hare 
too  much  ffood  sense,  patriotism,  and  civic  rirtue, 
to  lose  sight,  for  any  length  of  time,  of  their  true 
interest,  of  their  substantial  glory.  There  is  in 
them  a  redeeming  spirit.  They  will  never  jeop- 
ardize the  Union  to  gratify  momentary  pafeions, 
however  inflamed  or  strong.  They  know,  by  ex- 
perience that  the  measures  of  Government,  wnich, 
at  the  time  of  their  adoption,  have  excited  the 
greatest  ferment,  and  caused  the  greatest  agitation, 
and  seemed  to  be  the  preludes  to  national  convul- 
sions, ID  operation  have  been  found  to  have  con- 
tributed most  to  die  safety,  peace,  and  glory  of  the 
nation.  Such  was  President  Washington's  proc- 
lamation of  neutrality,  and  the  policy  which  en- 
sued, by  which  our  country  was  saved  from  an 
unprofitable  and  calamitous  war.  Such  was  the 
treaty  negotiated  by  the  honorable  John  Jay,  un- 
der the  auspices  of  which  our  country  attained  to 
a  prosperity  unexampled  in  the  history  of  nations. 
Tnese,  sir,  were  emphatically  the  halcyon  days  of 
our  Republic.  And  such,  without  the  spirit  of 
prophecy,  I  believe  will  be  the  restriction  on  sla- 
very in  our  Western  territory.  The  succeeding, 
if  not  the  present  veneration,  after  the  fervor  of 
the  moment  shall  subside,  will  view,  with  mingled 
emotions  of  regret  and  astonishment,  the  present 
op|>osition  to  a  measure,  which  will  have  become 
their- ark  of  safety — ^their  rock  of  defence. 

1  am  not,  sir,  among  the  diviners  of  the  times, 
who  imagine  that  the  sun  of  our  glory  will  go 
down  at  noon.  I  rather  predict  that  it  will  con- 
tinue to  shine  with  healing  in  its  beams,  and  shed 
on  a  more  extended  horizon  increased  light,  and 
splendor,  and  joy.  Were  I  to  give  scope  to  im- 
agination, I  might  see  in  prospective  a  vast  acces- 
sion of  territory,  of  population,  of  wealth,  and 
grandeur  to  our  nation.  In  this  prospective  view, 
the  Canadas,  with  New  Brunswicx  and  Nova 
Scotia,  allured  by  the  wisdom  and  beneficence  of 
our  institutions,  will  stretch  out  their  hands  for  an 
admission  into  this  Union.  The  Floridas  will  be- 
come a  willing  victim.  Mexico  will  mingle  her 
lustre  with  the  federal  constellation.  South  Ame- 
rica, in  token  of  fellowship,  will  bum  incense  on 
our  RepnUican  altar.  The  RepuUic  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  have  dominion  from  sea  to  sea, 
from  the  Atlantic  to  tibe  Pacific  Ocean,  and  from 
the  river  Columbia  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  The 
American  Easle,  in  a  serene  sky,  will  soar  aloft  to 
the  stars  of  Heaven.  Fame,  with  her  loudest 
trumpet,  will  sound  the  greatness  of  our  country 
from  pole  to  {lole.  The  proudest  nations  of  the 
globe,  in  admiration  of  her  renown,  shall  court 
her  friendship.  The  blessings  of  our  Government 
shall  be  felt  throughout  the  world.  Its  influence 
shall  come  down  upon  all  the  people  like  rain  on 
the  mown  gprass — as  showers  that  water  the  earth. 
In  the  plenitude  of  its  power  shall  the  righteous 
flourish,  and  abundance  of  peace,  so  long  as  the 
moon  endureth. 

Mr.  Woon,  of  New  York,  followed  Mr.  Cvbb- 
MAN,  and  advocated  the  restriction. 


Mr.  PiNCCNEV,  of  South  Carolina,  addressed 
the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman :  It  was  not  my  intention  at  first, 
and  it  is  not  now  my  wish,  to  rise  on  this  import- 
ant question:  one  that  has  been  so  much  and  so 
ably  discussed  in  both  branches  of  Congress :  one 
that  has  been  the  object  of  so  many  meetings  of 
the  people  of  the  difierent  States,  and  of  so  many 
resolutions  of  the  legislatures,  and  instructions  to 
their  members:  but  I  am  so  particularly  circum- 
stanced, that  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  it.  Coming 
from  one  of  the  most  important  of  the  Southern 
States,  whose  interests  are  deeply  involved,  and 
representing  here  a  city  and  district  which,  I  be- 
lieve, export  more  of  our  native  products  than  any 
other  in  the  Union ;  having  been  also  a  member  of 
the  Old  Congress,  some  important  acts  of  which 
are  brouaht  into  question  on  this  occasion,  and. 
above  all,  bein^  the  only  member  of  the  txeneral 
Convention  which  formed  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  now  on  this  floor,  and  on  whose 
acts  rests  the  great  question  in  controversy,  how 
far  you  are  or  are  not  authorized  to  adopt  this 
measure,  it  will,  from  ail  these  circumstances,  be 
seen  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  avoid  request* 
ing  your  permission  to  state  some  observations  in 
support  of  the  vote  I  shall  give  on  a  question, 
certainly,  the  most  important  that  can  come  be- 
fore Congress :  one,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  on  which 
may  depend,  not  only  tne  peace^  the  happiness, 
and  the  best  interests,  but,  not  improbably,  the 
existence  of  that  Union  which  has  been,  since  its 
formation,  the  admiration  of  the  world,  and  the 
pride,  the  glory,  and  the  boast,  of  every  American 
Dosom  that  beats  within  it. 

In  performinff  this  solemn  duty,  I  trust  I  shall 
do  it  with  that  deference  to  the  opinions  of  others 
which  it  is  always  my  duty  to  show  on  this  respect- 
able floor^  and  that  I  shall  be  as  short  as  the  nature 
of  the  subject  will  permit,  and  completely  moderate. 
Indeed,  in  questions  of  this  importance,  moderation 
appears  to  me  to  be  indispensable  to  tne  discovery 
of  truth.  I,  therefore,  lament  extremely  that  so 
much  warmth  has  been  unnecessarily  excited,  and 
shall,  in  the  remarks  I  may  make^  studiously  avoid, 
what  I  conceive  the  decorum  of  debate  ought  to 
enjoin  upon  every  member. 

At  the  time  I  kft,  or  sailed,  from  the  city  I  here 
represent,  scarcely  a  word  was  said  of  the  Missouri 
question ;  no  man  there  ever  supposed  that  one  of 
such  magnitude  was  before  you.  I,  therefore,  have, 
since  the  serious  aspect  this  subject  has  assumed, 
received  numerous  inquiries  on  it,  and  wishes  to 
Imow  my  opinion  as  to  the  extent  and  consequen- 
ces of  it.  I  have  cahdidly  replied,  that,  so  far  as 
respects  the  regaining  an  ascendency  on  both  the 
floors  of  Congress^  of  regaining  the  possession  of 
the  honors  and  ofi&ces  of  our  Government ;  and  of, 
through  this  measure,  laying  the  foundation  of  for- 
ever securing  their  ascendency,  and  the  powers  of 
the  Government,  the  Eastern  and  Northern  States 
had  a  high  and  deep  interest.  That,  so  far  as  re- 
spects the  retaining  the  honors  and  ofllces  and  the 
powers  of  theGh>vernment,and  the  preventing  the 
establishment  of  principles  to  interfere  with  them, 
the  Southern  ana  Western  States  had  equal  inter- 
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est  with  the  Northern.  But,  that,  when  we  con- 
sider to  what  lengths  the  right  of  Congress  to  touch 
the  question  oi  slavery  at  aU  might  reach,  it  beeame 
one,  indeed*  of  tremendous  import. 

Among  tne  reasons  which  have  induced  me  to 
rise,  one  is  to  express  my  surprise.  Surprise,  did 
I  say  ?  I  ought  rather  to  have  said,  my  extreme 
astonishmenL  at  the  assertion  I  heard  made  on 
both  floors  of  Congress,  that,  in  forming  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  particularly 
that  part  of  it  which  respects  the  representa- 
tion on  this  floor,  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States, 
or,  as  they  are  now  called,  the  non-slaveholding 
States,  have  made  a  great  concession  to  the  South- 
ern, in  ^ranting  them  a  representation  of  threes 
fifths  of  their  slaves;  that  they  saw  the  conces- 
sion was  a  very  great  and  important  one  at  the 
time,  but  that  they  had  no  idea  it  would  so  soon 
have  proved  itself  of  such  consequence ;  that  it 
would  so  soon  have  proved  itself  to  be  by  far  the 
most  important  concession  that  had  been  made. 
They  say,  that  it  was  wrunff  from  them  by  their 
affection  to  the  Union,  and  meir  wish  to  pres^ ve 
it  from  dissolution  or  disunion ;  that  they  had,  for 
a  long  time«  lamented  they  had  made  it ;  and  that, 
if  it  was  to  do  over,  no  earthly  considemtion  should 
again  tempt  them  to  agree  to  so  unequal  and  so 
ruinous  a  compromise.  By  this,  I  suppose,  Mr. 
Chairman,  is  meant,  that  they  oould  have  had  no 
idea  that  the  Western  and  Southern  States  would 
have  grown  with  the  rapidity  they  have,  and  filled 
so  many  of  the  seats  in  this  House ;  in  other  words, 
that  they  would  so  soon  have  torn  the  sceptre  from 
the  £ast. 

It  was,  sir,  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  this 
great  and  unpardonable  error ;  unpardonaUe,  be- 
cause it  is  a  wilful  one,  and  the  error  of  it  is  well 
known  to  the  ablest  of  those  who  make  it ;  of  de- 
nying the  assertion,  and  proving  that  the  ccmtrary 
is  the  fact,  and  that  the  concession,  on  thatoceasion, 
was  from  the  Southern  and  the  Northern  States, 
that,  among  others,  I  have  risen. 

It  is  of  the  greatest  consequence  that  the  proof 
I  am  about  to  give  should  be  laid  before  this  na- 
tion ;  for,  as  the  inequality  of  representation  is  the 
ffreat  ground  on  which  the  NorUiem  and  Eastern 
States  have  always,  and  now  more  partioularly 
and  forciUy  than  ever,  raised  all  their  complaints 
on  this  subject,  if  I  can  show  and  prove  that  they 
have  not  even  a  shadow  of  right  to  make  pretences 
or  com{^ints ;  that  they  are  as  fully  represented 
as  they  ought  to  be ;  while  w&  the  Southern  mem- 
bers, are  unjustly  deprived  of  any  representation 
for  a  latffe  and  important  part  of  our  population, 
more  valuable  to  the  Union,  as  can  be  shown, 
than  any  equal  number  of  inhabitants  in  the 
Northern  and  Eastern  States  can,  from  their  situ- 
ation, climate,  and  productions,  possibly  be.  If  I 
can  prove  this,  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  show  most 
cleany  the  true  motives  which  have  given  rise  to 
this  measure ;  to  strip  the  thin,  the  cobweb  veil 
from  it,  as  well  as  the  pretended  ones  of  religion, 
humanity,  and  love  of  liberty ;  and  to  show,  to  use 
the  soft  terms  the  decorum  of  debate  oblige  me  to 
use,  the  extreme  want,  of  modesty  in  those  who 
are  already  as  fully  represented  here  as  they  can 


be,  to  go  the  great  lengths  they  do  in  endeavoring, 
by  every  effort  in  their  power,  public  and  prirate, 
to  take  from  the  Soutbem  and  Western  States, 
-^hick  are  already  so  greatly  and  unjustly  deprived 
of  an  important  part  of  the  representation,  a  still 
greater  share ;  to  endeavor  to  establish  the  first 
precedent,  which  extreme  rashness  and  temerity 
have  ev»  presumed,  that  Congress  has  a  right  to 
touch  the  question  and  l^islate  on  slavery ;  there- 
by shaking  the  property  in  them,  in  the  Southern 
and  Western  States,  to  its  very  foundation,  and 
making  an  attack  which,  if  successful,  must  con- 
vince them  that  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States 
are  their  greatest  enemies ;  that  they  are  preparing 
measures  for  them  which  even  Great  Britain,  in 
the  heat  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  when  all 
her  passions  were  roused  by  hatred  and  revenge  to 
tlie  highest  pitch,  never  ventured  to  inflict  upon 
them.  Instead  of  a  course  like  this,  they  ought, 
in  my  ju^p^ent,  sir,  to  be  highly  pleased  with 
their  present  sitaation ;  that  they  are  fully  repre- 
sented, while  we  have  lost  so  great  a  share  of  our 
representation ',  they  ought,  sir,  to  be  highly  {leased 
at  the  dexterity  and  management  of  their  membors 
in  the  Convention,  who  obtained  for  them  this 
great  advantage ;  and,  above  all,  with  the  moder- 
ation and  forbearance  with  which  the  Southern 
and  Western  States  have  alwapt  borne  their  many 
bitter  provocations  on  this  subject,  and  now  heta^ 
the  open,  avowed^  and,  by  many  of  the  ablest  men 
amon^  them,  undisguised  attack  on  our  most  valu- 
able rights  and  properties. 

At  the  commencement  of  our  Revolutionary 
struggle  with  Great  Britain,  all  the  States  bad 
slaves.  The  New  England  States  had  numbers 
of  them,  and  treated  them  in  the  same  manner  the 
Southern  did.  The  Northern  and  Middle  Slates 
had  still  more  numerous  bodies  of  them,  although 
not  so  numerous  as  the  Southern.  They  all  en- 
tered into  that  great  contest  with  similar  views, 
properties,  and  designs.  Like  brethren*  the^  con- 
tended for  the  benefit  of  the  whole,  leaving  to 
each  the  right  to  pursue  its  happiness  in  its  own 
way. 

They  thus  nobly  toiled  and  bled  together,  really 
like  brethren ;  and  it  is  a  most  remarkable  fact 
that,  notwithstanding  in  the  course  of  the  Revolu- 
tion the  Southern  States  were  continually  overrun 
by  the  British,  and  that  every  negro  in  them  had 
an  opportunity  of  leaving  their  owners,  few  did ; 
proving  thereoy  not  only  a  most  remarkable  at- 
tachment to  thieir  owners,  but  the  mildness  of  the 
treatment,  from  which  their  a&ction  sprang. 
They  then  were,  as  they  still  are,  as  valuable  a 
part  of  our  population  to  the  Union  as  anjr  other 
equal  numb^  of  inhabitants.  They  were,  in  nu- 
merous instances^  the  pioneers,  and  m  all  tne  labo- 
rers, of  your  armies.  To  their  hands  were  owing 
the  erection  of  the  greatest  part  of  the  fortifications 
raised  for  the  protection  of  our  country ;  some  of 
which,  particularly  Fort  Moultrie,  gave^  at  that 
early  period  of  the  inexperience  and  untried  valor 
of  our  citizens,  immortality  to  American  arms ; 
and  in  the  Northern  States  numerous  bodies  of 
them  were  enrolled  into  and  fought  hy  the  sides  of 
the  whites  the  battles  of  the  Revolution. 
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Things  went  on  in  this  way  until  the  period  of 
our  attempt  to  form  our  first  national  compact,  the 
Confederation,  in  which  the  equality  of  vote  was 
preserved,  and  the  first  squeamishness  on  the  sub- 
ject of  not  using,  or  even  alluding  to,  the  word 
slavery,  or  making  it  a  part  of  our  political  ma- 
chinery, was  shown.  In  this  compact,  the  value 
of  tlie  lands  and  improvements  was  made  the  rule 
for  apportioning  the  public  burdens  and  taxes. 
But  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States,  who  are  al- 
ways much  more  alive  to  their  interests  than  the 
Southern,  found  that  their  squeamishness  was  in- 
consistent with  their  interest ;  and,  as  usual,  made 
the  latter  prevail.  They  found  it  was  paying  too 
dear  for  their  qualms  to  keep  their  hand  nom  the 
slaves  any  longer.  At  their  instance,  and  on  their 
motion,  as  wifi  appear  by  a  reference  to  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  Old  Congress,  the  making  lands  the 
rule  was  changed,  and  people,  including  the  whites 
and  three-fifths  of  other  descriptions  was  adopted. 
It  was  not  until  in  1781,  that  the  Confederation 
was  adopted  by,  and  became  binding  on,  all  the 
States.  This  miserable,  feeble  mocker]^  of  Gov- 
ernment crawled  on  until  1785,  when,  from  New 
York's  refusing  to  agree  with  all  the  States  to  grant 
to  Congress  the  impost,  (I  am  not  sure,  but  I  be- 
lieve she  stood  alone  in  the  reftisal,)  the  States 
determined  no  longer  to  put  up  with  her  conduct, 
and  absolutely  rebelled  against  the  Grovernment. 
The  first  State  that  did  so  was  New  Jersey,  who, 
by  a  solemn  act,  passed  in  all  its  proper  forms  by 
her  legislature  and  government,  most  positively 
and  absolutely  refused  any  longer  to  obey  the  requi- 
sitions of  Congress,  or  to  pay  another  dollar.  As 
there  was  no  doubt  other  States  would  soon  fol- 
low their  example — as  Pennsylvania  shortly  did — 
'Congress,  aware  of  the  mischiefs  which  must  arise 
if  a  dissolution  took  place  of  the  Union  before  a 
new  Grovernment  could  be  formed,  sent  a  deputa- 
tion of  their  own  body  to  address  the  Liegislature 
of  New  Jersey,  of  which  I  was  appointed  chair- 
man. We  did.  repair  there,  and  addressed  them, 
and  I  had  the  honor  and  happiness  to  carry  back 
with  me  to  Congress  the  repeal  of  her  act  by  New 
I  Jersey — a  State,  during  the  whole  of  the  Revolu- 
I  ttonary  war,  celebrated  for  her  patriotism,  and  who, 
|.  in  this  noble  self-denial,  and  forgetfulness  of  inju- 
I  ries  inflicted  by  New  York  on  her  and  the  rest  of 
j  the  Union,  exhibited  a  disinterestedness  and  love 
[  of  Union  which  did  her  the  highest  honor. 
J  The  revolt  of  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania 
\  accelerated  the  new  Constitution.  On  a  motion 
I  from  Virginia  the  Convention  met  at  Philadelphia, 
I  where,  as  you  will  find  from  the  Journals,  we  were 
I  repeatedly  in  danger  of  dissolving  without  doing 
I  any  thing ;  that  body  being  equally  divided  as  to 
^  laige  and  small  States,  and  each  having  a  vote,  and 
il  the  small  States  insisting  most  pertinaciously,  for 
I  near  six  weeks,  on  equal  power  in  both  branches — 
g  nothing  but  the  prudence  and  forbearance  of  the 
I  large  States  saved  the  Union.  A  compromise  was 
I  made,  that  the  small  States  and  laree  should  be 
J  equally  represented  in  the  Senate,  and  proportion- 
it  ally  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  am  now 
u'  arrived  at  the  reason  for  which  I  have,  sir,  taken 
the  liberty  to  make  these  preliminary  remarks. 
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For,  as  the  true  motive  for  all  this  dreadful  clamor 
throughout  the  Union,  this  serious  and  eventful 
attack  on  our  most  sacred  and  valuable  rights  and 
properties,  is,  to  gain  a  fixed  ascendencv  in  the  rep- 
resentation in  Congress ;  ttnd,  as  the  only  flimsy  ex- 
cuse under  which  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States 
shelter  themselves,  is,  that  they  have  been  hardly 
treated  in  the  representation  in  this  House,  and 
that  they  have  lost  the  benefit  of  the  compromise 
they  pretend  was  made,  and  which  I  shall  most 
positively  deny,  and  show  that  nothing  like  a  com- 
promise was  ever  intended. 

By  all  the  public  expenses  being  borne  by  in- 
direct taxes,  and  not  direct,  as  was  expected ;  if  I 
can  show  that  all  their  pretensions  and  claims  are 
wholly  untrue  and  unfounded,  and  that  while  they 
are  fully  represented,  they  did,  by  force,  or  some- 
thing like  it,  deprive  us  of  a  rightful  part  of  our 
representation,  I  shall  then  be  able  to  take  the 
mask  from  ail  their  pretended  reasons  and  excuses, 
and  show  this  unpardonable  attack,  this  monster, 
in  its  true  and  uncovered  hideousness. 

Long  before  our  present  public  distresses  had 
convinced  even  the  most  ignorant  and  uninformed 
politician  of  the  truth  of  ttie  maxim  I  am  about  to 
mention,  all  the  well-informed  statesmen  of  our 
Union  knew  that  the  only  true  mode  for  a  large 
agricultural  and  commercial  country  to  flouriui, 
was  never  to  import  more  than  they  can  pay  for 
by  the  export  of  their  own  native  products ;  that, 
it  they  do,  they  will  be  sure  to  plunge  themselves 
into  the  distressing  and  disgraceful  situation  this 
country  is  in  at  present. 

If,  then,  this  great  political  truth  or  maxim,  or 
call  it  what  you  please,  is  most  unquestionaMe,  let 
us  now  see  who  supports  this  GK)vernment ;  who 
raises  your  armies,  equips  your  navies,  pays  your 
public  debt,  enables  you  to  erect  forts,  arsenals, 
and  dock  yards.  Who  nerves  the  arm  of  this 
Qovenrment  and  enables  you  to  lift  it  for  the  pro- 
tection, the  honor^  and  extension  of  our  beloved 
Republic  into  regions  where  none  but  brutes  and 
savages  have  before  roamed  ?  Who  are  your  real 
sinews  in  war,  and  the  best — I  had  almost  said 
nearly  the  only — sinews  and  sources  of  your  com- 
merce in  peace  ?    I  will  presently  tell  you. 

If,  as  no  doubt,  you  will  in  future  confine  your 
imports  to  the  amount  of  your  exports  of  native 
products,  and  all  your  revenue  is  to  be,  as  it  is 
now,  raised  by  taxes  or  duties  on  your  imports,  I 
ask  you  who  pays  the  expense,  and  who,  m  fact, 
enables  you  to  go  on  witn  your  Grovernment  at 
all,  and  prevents  its  wheels  from  stopping  ?  I  will 
show  you  by  the  papers  which  I.  hold  in  my  hand. 
This,  sir,  is  your  Secretary  of  the  Treasury's  re- 
port, made  a  few  weeks  ago,  by  which  it  appears 
that  all  the  exports  of  native  products,  from  Maine 
to  Pennsylvania,  inclusive,  for  the  last  vear, 
amounted  to  only  about  eighteen  millions  of^  dol- 
lars: while  those  among  the  slaveholding  States, 
to  the  southward  of  Pennsylvania,  amounted  to 
thirty-two  millions  or  thereabouts^  thereby  ena- 
bling themselves,  or  acquiring  the  right,  to  import 
double  as  much  as  the  others,  and  lurnishing  the 
Treasury  with  double  the  amount  the  Northern 
and  Eastern  States  do.    And  here  let  me  ask, 
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from  whence  do  these  exports  arise?  By  whose 
hands  are  they  made?  I  answer,  entirely  hy  the 
slaves;  and  yet  these  valuable  inhabitants,  with- 
out whom  your  very  Government  could  not  ^o  on, 
and  the  labor  of  two  or  three  of  whom  in  the 
Southern  States  is  more  valuable  to  it  than  the 
labor  of  &Ye  of  their  inhabitants  in  the  Eastern 
States,  the  States  owning  and  possessing  them  are 
denied  a  repiresentation  but  for  three-fifths  on  this 
floor^  while  the  whole  of  the  comparatively  unpro- 
ductive inhabitants  of  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
States  are  fully  represented  here.  Is  it  iust— is 
this  equal?  And  yet  th^  have  the  modesty  to 
complain  of  the  representation,  as  unjust  and  une- 
qual; and  that  they  have  not  the  return  made 
tnem  they  expected,  by  taxing  the  slaves,  and 
making  them  bear  a  proportion  of  the  public  bur- 
dens. Some  writers  on  political  economy  are  of 
rion  that  the  representation  of  a  State  ought 
lys  to  be  equally  founded  on  population  and 
taxation.  It  is  my  duty  to  believe  that  these  are 
the  true  criterions;  for  my  own  State  (South  Ca- 
rolina) having,  in  her  House  of  Representatives, 
124  members,  62  of  them  are  apportioned  by  the 
white  population,  and  62  on  taxation;  th«s  rep- 
resenting the  contributions  of  our  citizens  in  every 
wav,  whether  arising  from  services  or  taxes. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  other  parts  of  this  ques- 
tion, I  have  thus  endeovored  to  give  a  new  view 
of  the  subject  of  representation  in  this  House ;  to 
show  liow  much  more  the  Eastern  and  Northern 
States  are  represented  than  the  Southern  and 
Western;  how  little  right  the  former  have  to  com- 
plain, and  how  unreasonable  it  is  that,  while,  to 
continue  the  balance  of  representation  in  the  Sen- 
ate, we  consent  to  ^ive  admission  to  Maine,  to 
make  up  for  Missouri,  thev  most  unconscionably 
require  to  have  both,  ana  thus  add  four  to  the 
number  now  preparing,  most  cruelly,  to  lift  the 
arm  of  the  Government  a^inst  the  property  of 
the  Southern  and  Westnn  States. 

If  I  have  succeeded,  as  I  hope  I  have,  in  proving 
the  unreasonableness  of  the  complaints  of  tne  fiast- 
et n  and  Northern  States  on  the  suljeet  of  repre- 
sentation, it  would,  I  suppose,  appear  extraordinary 
to  the  people  of  this  naticra  that  this  attempt 
should  BOW  be  made,  even  if  Congress  should 
be  found  to  possess  the  riffht  to  legisuUe  or  inter- 
fere in  it.  But  if,  in  addition  to  this,  it  should 
he  in  my  power  to  show  that  they  have  not  the 
most  distant  right  to  interfere,  or  to  legislate  at 
all  upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  or  to  admit  a 
State  in  any  way  whatever  except  on  terms  of 
perfect  equalitv ;  that  they  have  no  right  to  make 
compacts  on  the  subject,  and  that  the  only  power 
they  have  is  to  see  that  the  aovemment  of  the 
State  to  be  admitted  is  a  repumican  one,  having 
legislative,  executive,  and  iudiciary  powers,  the 
rights  of  conscience,  jury,  a  habeas  corpus,  and  all 
the  great  leading  principles  of  our  republican  sys- 
tems, well  secured,  and  to  guaranty  them  to  it:  if 
I  shall  be  able  to  do  this,  of  course  the  attempt 
must  fail,  and  the  amendment  be  rejected. 

The  supporters  of  the  amendment  contend  that 
Congress  have  theri^^ht  to  insist  on  the  prevention 
of  involuntary  servitude  in  Missouri ;  and  found  < 


the  right  on  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article, 
which  says,  "  the  migration  or  importation  of  such 
'  persons  as  the  States  now  existing  may  think 
'  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the 
'  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808,  but  a  tax  or  dutv 
'  may  be  imposed  on  such  importation  not  ezceeo- 
'  ing  ten  dollars." 

In  considering  this  article,  I  will  detail,  as  far 
as  at  this  distant  period  is  possible,  what  was  the 
intention  of  the  Convention  that  formed  the  Con- 
stitution in  this  article.  The  intention  was,  to  give 
Congress  a  pow^.  after  the  year  1808,  to  prevent 
the  importation  ot  slaves  either  by  land  or  water 
from  other  countries.  The  word  mpoti^  includes 
both,  and  applies  wholly  to  slaves.  Without  thiib 
limitationi  Congress  might  have  stopped  it  sooner 
under  their  general  power  to  r^ulate  commerce ; 
and  it  was  an  agreed  point,  a  solemnly  understood 
compact,  that,  on  the  Southern  States  consenting  to 
shut  their  porta  against  the  importation  of  Africans, 
no  povrer  was  to  be  delegated  to  Congress,  nor 
were  thev  ever  to  be  authorized  to  touch  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery;  that  the  property  of  the  Southern 
States  in  slaves  wqjs  to  be  as  sacredly  preaerved, 
and  protected  to  them,  as  that  of  Und,  or  any 
other  kind  of  property  in  the  Eastern  States  were 
to  be  to  their  citizens. 

The  term,  or  word,  migration,  applies  wholly  to 
free  whites;   in  its  Constitutional  sense,  as  in- 
tended b3r  the  Convention,  it  means  ''voluntary 
change  of  servitude,"  from  one  country  to  another. 
The  reasons  of  its  being  adopted  and  used  in  the 
Constitution,  as  far  as  I  can  recollect,  were  these; 
that  the  Constitution  being  a  frame  of  govern- 
ment, consisting  wholly  of  delenited  powers,  ail 
power,  not  expressly  delegated,  being  reserved  to 
the  people  or  the  States,  it  viras  sum)osed,  that, 
without  some  express  grant  to  them  of  power  on 
the  subiect,  Congress  would  not  be  authorized  ever 
to  touen  the  question  of  migration  hither, or  emigra- 
tion to  this  country,  however  pressing  or  urgent 
the  necessity  for  such  a  measure  might  be ;  that 
they  could  derive  no  such  power  from  the  usages 
of  nations,  or  even  the  laws  of  war ;  that  the  latter 
wonld  only  enable  them  to  make  prisoners  of  alico 
enemies,  which  would  not  be  siidficient,  as  spies 
or  other  dangerous  emigrants^  who  were  not  alien 
enemies,  might  enter  the  country  for  treasonable 
purposes,  and  do  great  injury ;  that,  as  all  govern- 
ments possessed  this  power,  it  was  necessary  to 
give  it  to  our  own,  which  conld  alone  exercise  it, 
and  where,  on  other  and  mnch  greater  points,  we 
had  placed  unlimited  confidence ;  it  was,  therefore, 
agreed  that,  in  the  same  article,  the  word  migra- 
tion should  be  placed ;  and  that,  from  the  year 
1808,  Congress  snotild  possess  the  complete  power 
to  stop  either  or  both,  as  they  miffht  suppose  the 
public  interest  required ;  the  article,  therefore,  is 
a  wffolwe  pregnanij  rest  mining  for  twenty  years, 
and  giving  the  power  after. 

The  reasons  for  restraining  the  power  to  prevent 
migration  hither  for  twenty  years,  were,  to  the 
best  of  my  recollection,  these:  That,  as  at  this 
time,  we  had  immense  and  almost  immeasurable 
territory,  peopled  by  not  more  than  two  millions 
and  a  half  of  inhabitants,  it  was  of  very  great 
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eoMcqaeBce  to  encovrage  dw  eniigatioii  of  aUe, 
.skilful,  and  industrious  Snropeans.  The  wise  coo- 
dnet  of  William  Penn,  and  the  unexampled  growth 
of  PennsrlTania.  were  cited.  It  was  said,  that  the 
portals  of  the  oniy  temple  of  true  freedom  now  ex- 
isting on  earth  should  be  thrown  open  to  all  man- 
kind ;  that  all  foreigners  of  industrious  habits  should 
be  welcome,  and  none  more  so  than  men  of  science, 
and  such  as  may  bring  to  us  arts  we  are  unac- 
quainted with,  or  the  means  of  perfecting  those  in 
which  we  are  not  yet  sufficiently  skilled— capi- 
laliBts  whose  wealth  may  add  to  our  commerce  or 
domestic  improrements ;  let  the  door  be  ever  and 
most  affeetionately  open  to  illustrious  exiles  and 
sttflferers  in  the  cause  of  liberty;  in  short,  open  it 
liberally  to  science,  to  merit,  and  talents,  wherever 
found,  and  reeeiye  and  make  them  your  own. 
That  the  safest  mode  would  be  to  pursue  the  course 
ibr  twenty  years,  and  not,  before  that  pcriodi,  put 
it  at  all  into  the  power  of  Congress  to  shut  it; 
that,  by  that  time,  the  Union  would  be  so  settled, 
and  our  population  would  be  so  much  increased, 
we  could  proceed  on  our  own  stock,  without  the 
farther  accession  of  foreigners ;  that,  as  Congress 
were  to  be  prohibited  from  stopping  the  importa- 
tion of  slaves  to  settle  the  Southern  States,  as  no 
obstacle  was  to  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  their  in- 
ereaae  and  settlement  for  that  period,  let  it  be  so 
with  the  Northern  and  Eastern,  to  which,  partic- 
ularly New  Yoik  and  Philadelphia,  it  was  ex- 
pected most  of  the  emigrants  would  go  fro^  En- 
rope:  and  it  so  happen^,  for,  previous  to  the  year 
1808,  more  than  double  as  manv  Europeans  em- 
igrated to  these  States,  as  of  Africans  were  im- 
ported into  the  Southern  States. 

I  have,  sir,  smiled  at  the  idea  of  some  gentle- 
men in  supposing  that  Congress  possessed  the  pow- 
er to  insert  this  amendment,  from  that  which  is 
fiven  in  the  Conptitution  to  regulate  commerce 
etween  the  several  States ;  and  some  have  as- 
serted, that  under  it,  they  not  only  have  the  pow- 
er to  inhibit  slavery  in  Missouri,  but  even  to  pre- 
vent the  migration  of  slaves  from  one  State  to  ano- 
ther— from  Maryland  to  yir|rinia.  The  true  and 
peculiarly  ludicrous  manner  m  which  a  gentleman 
from  that  State  lately  treated  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, will,  no  doubt,  induce  an  abandonment  of 
this  pretended  right ;  nor  shall  I  stop  to  answer 
it  unnl  gentlemen  can  convince  me  that  migration 
does  not  mean  change  of  residence  from  one 
country  or  climate  to  another,  and  that  the  United 
States  are  not  one  country,  one  nation,  or  one  peo- 
ple. If  the  word  does  mean  as  I  c<Kitend,  and 
we  are  one  people,  I  will  then  ask,  how  it  is  pos- 
sible to  migrate  from  one  part  of  a  country  to 
another  part  of  the  same  country?  Surely,  sir, 
when  such  straws  as  these  are  caught  at  to  sup- 
port a  right,  the  hopes  of  doing  so  must  be  slender 
indeed.  I  will  only  mention  here,  as  it  is  perfectly 
within  my  recollection,  that  the  power  was  given 
to  Congress  to  regulate  the  commerce  by  water 
between  the  States,  and  it  beins;  feared,  by  the 

Southern,  that  the  Eastern  would,  whenever  they 
could,  do  so  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  Southern 

States,  you  will  find,  in  the  6th  section  of  the  1st 
article,  Congress  are  prevented  from  taxing  ex. 


ports,  or  giving  preference  to  the  ports  of  one  State 
over  another,  or  obliging  vessels  bound  from  one 
State  to  clear,  enter,  or  pay  duties  in  another; 
which  restrictions,  more  clearly  than  any  thing 
dse^  prove  what  the  power  to  regulate  commerce 
among  the  several  States  means. 

The  gentlemen,  being  driven  from  these  grounds, 
come  then  to  what  they  call  their  great  and  in^ 
pregnable  right — that,  under  the  3d  section  of  the 
4th  article,  it  is  declaimed,  new  States  may  be  ad- 
mitted into  this  Union  by  the  Congress ;  and  that, 
by  the  latter  clause  of  the  same  section,  the  Con- 
gress shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  tem- 
tory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United 
States. 

By  the  first  clause  they  contend,  that  Coagresa 
has  an  ample  and  unlimited  cc«nmand  over  the 
whole  subject ;  that  they  can  reject  the  admiasion 
of  a  State  altogether,  on  can  admit  one,  and  impoee 
such  conditions,  or  make  such  compacts  wiUi  a 
State  as  they  may  please ;  and  that,  unless  a  State 
accepts  the  offers  they  may  make,  they  mav  refuse 
her  admission.  Let  us  first  inquire  wnat  tne  laws 
of  nations  call  a  State.  Vattei  says,  ^  Nations  or 
'States  are  bodies  politic:  societies  of  men  united 
*  together  to  procure  their  mutual  safety  and  ad- 
'  vantage  by  means  of  their  union.  Such  a  society 
^  has  its  affairs  and  intoreets ;  it  delibemtes  and 
'  resolves  in  common,  and  thus  becomes  a  moral 
^  person,  bavins  an  understandinff  and  a  will  pe- 
'  culiar  to  itself,  and  is  Susceptible  of  obligations 
'  and  laws."  Tnis  is  what  he  calls  a  State.  What 
do  we  call  one  ?  A  territory  inhabited  by  a  peo- 
ple livinff  under  a  government  formed  by  them- 
selves, which  government  possesses,  in  a  repub- 
lican form,  all  the  legislative,  executive,  and  ju- 
diciary powers  necessary  to  tne  protection  of  the 
lives,  liberties,  characters  and  properties  of  their 
citizens,  or  which  they  can  exercise  for  their  ben- 
efit, and  have  not  delegated  to  the  €(<ffleral  Qov- 
emment,  for  the  conunon  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare of  an  union,  composed  of  a  number  of  States, 
whose  ritfhts  and  political  powers  are  all  perfectly 
equal ;  that,  amouj^  these,  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant is,  that  of  deciding  for  themselves  what  kind 
of  persons  ^ali  inhabit  their  country,  no  others 
being  either  so  capable  or  fit  to  jud|^e  on  this  very 
important  point  as  respects  their  private  happiness 
as  themselves,  as  they  alone  are  either  to  sufier  or 
benefit  from  the  injudicious  or  wise  choice  they 
may  make ;  that  as  the  other  States  possess  com- 
pletely this  power,  Missouri  has  the  same  right ; 
that,  if  she  was  inclined,  she  could  not  give  to 
Congress  the  right  to  decide  for  her,  nor  could  the 
latter  accept  it ;  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  Missouri 
being  against  the  prohibition,  to  insist  on  it,  is  to 
entirely  put  it  out  of  her  power  to  enter  the  Union, 
and  to  Keep  her  in  a  state  of  colonial  tyranny ; 
that,  if  you  can  exercise  this  riffht,  where  will  you 
stop  ?  May  you  not  dictate  to  her  the  nature  of  the 
government  she  shall  have?  may  you  not  ffiye  her 
a  plural  executive,  a  legislature  for  six  and  judges 
for  one  year  ?  If  you  say  there  shall  be  no  slavery, 
may  you  not  say  there  snail  be  no  marriage  ?  may 
you  not  insist  on  her  being  difierent  in  every  respect 
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from  the  others  ?  Sir,  if  you  are  determiaed  to  break 
the  Constitution  in  this  important  point,  you  may 
even  proceed  to  do  so  in  tne  essences  of  the  very 
form  you  are  bound  to  guaranty  to  them.  Instead 
of  endeavoring  to  lessen  or  injure  the  force  and 
spirit  of  the  State  governments,  every  true  friend 
of  his  country  ought  to  endeavor,  as  far  as  he  can, 
to  strengthen  them ;  for,  be  assured,  it  will  be  to  the 
strength  and  increase  of  our  State  governments, 
more  than  any  other,  that  the  American  Republic 
will  owe  its  firmness  aud  duration. 

The  people  of  Europe,  from  their  total  ignor^ 
ance  of  our  country  and  Government,  have  alwavs 
augured  that  its  great  extent,  when  it  came  to  be 
thickly  peopled,  would  occasion  its  separation; 
this  is  stul  the  opinion  of  all,  and  the  hope  of  many 
there ;  whereas,  nothing  can  be  more  true  in  our 
politics  than  that,  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of 
the  State  governments,  tne  strength  and  solidity 
of  the  Federal  Government  are  augmented ;  so 
that,  with  twenty  or  twenty-two  governments,  we 
shall  be  much  more  secure  from  disunion  than 
with  twelve,  and  ten  times  more  so  than  if  we 
were  a  single  or  consolidated  one.  By  the  indi- 
vidual States  exercising,  as  thejr  do,  all  the  powers 
necessary  for  municipal  or  individual  purposes — 
trying  all  questions  of  property,  and.  punishing  all 
crimes  not  belonging,  in  either  case,  to  the  federal 
courts,  and  leavmg  the  General  Government  at 
leisure  and  in  a  situation  solely  to  devote  itself  to 
the  exercise  of  the  great  powers  of  war  and  peace, 
commerce  and  our  connexions  with  foreigners, 
and  all  the  natural  authorities  delegated  by  the 
Constitution,  it  eases  them  of  a  vast  quantity  of 
business  that  would  very  much  disturb  the  exer- 
cise of  their  general  powers.  Nor  is  it  clear  that 
any  single  government,  in  a  country  so  extensive, 
could  transmit  the  full  influence  of  the  laws  neces- 
sary to  local  purposes  through  all  its  parts ;  where- 
as, the  State  |^overnments,  having  all  a  conve- 
nient surrounding  territory,  exercise  these  powers 
with  ease,  and  are  always  at  hand  to  give  aid  to  the 
federal  tribunals  and  officers  placed  among  them 
to  execute  their  laws,  should  assistance  be  neces- 
sary. Another  great  advantage  is,  the  almost 
utter  impossibility  of  erecting  among  them  the 
standard  of  faction,  to  any  alarming  degree,  against 
the  Union,  so  as  to  threaten  its  dissolution,  or  pro- 
duce changes  in  any  but  a  Constitutional  way.  It 
is  well  known  that  faction  is  always  much  more 
easy  and  dangerous  in  small  than  large  countries ; 
and  when  we  consider  that,  to  the  security  afforded 
by  the  extent  of  our  territory  are  to  be  added,  the 
euards  of  the  State  Legislatures,  which  being  se- 
lected as  they  are,  and  always  the  most  proper  or- 
gans of  their  citizens'  opinions  as  to  the  measures 
of  the  Greneral  Government,  stand  as  alert  and 
faithful  sentinels  to  disprove,  as  they  did  in  the 
times  that  are  past,  such  acts  as  appear  impolitic 
or  unconstitutional,  or  to  approve  and  support,  as 
they  have  frequently  done  since,  such  as  were  pat- 
riotic or  praiseworUiy.  With  such  guards  it  is 
impossible  for  any  serious  opposition  to  be  made 
to  the  Federal  Government  on  slight  or  trivial 
gcounds;  nor,  through  such  an  ejLtent  of  territory 
Qc. number  of  States,  would  any  but  the  most  ty- 


rannical or  corrupt  acts  claim  serious  attention ; 
and,  whenever  they  occur,  we  can  always  safely 
trust  to  a  sufficient  number  of  the  States  arraying 
themselves  in  a  manner  to  produce  by  their  infla- 
ence  the  necessary  reforms,  in  a  peaceable  and 
le^l  mode.  Witn  twenty-ibur  or  more  States  it 
will  be  impossible,  sir,  for  four  or  five  States,  or 
any  comparatively  small  number,  ever  to  threaten 
the  existence  of  tne  Union.  They  will  be  easily- 
seen  through  by  the  other  eighteen  or  twenty,  and 
frowned  into  insignificance  and  submission  to  the 
general  will,  in  aU  cases  where  the  proceedings  of 
the  Federal  Government  are  approved  by  tnem. 
And,  even  in  cases  where  doubts  may  arise  as  to 
the  wisdom  or  policy  of  their  measures,  all  factious 
measures  will  be  made  to  Vait  Constitutional  re- 
dress, in  the  peaceable  manner  prescribed  by  the 
Constitution. 

Without  the  instrumentality  of  the  States  in  a 
country  so  large  and  free,  and  with  their  Govern- 
ment at  a  great  distance  from  its  extremities,  there 
would  be  considerable  danger  of  faction  ;  bat  at 
present  there  is  very  little,  and,  as  the  States  in- 
crease, the  danger  will  lessen ;  and  ft  is  this  admi- 
rable expanding  principle  or  system,  if  I  may  use 
the  term,  which,  while  it  carries  new  States  and 
governments  into  our  forests  and  increases  the  pop- 
ulation and  resources  of  the  Union,  must  unques- 
tionably, at  the  same  time,  add  to  its  means  to 
resist  and  repress  with  ease  all  attacks  of  foreign 
hostility  or  domestic  faction.  It  is  this  system, 
which  IS  not  at  all  understood  in  Europe  and  too 
little  among  ourselves,  that  will  long  keep  us  a 
strong  and  united  people ;  nor  do  I  see  any  ques- 
tion, but  the  one  which  respects  slavery,  that  can 
ever  divide  us. 

The  question  being  the  admission  of  a  new  State, 
I  hope  these  remarks  will  be  considered  as  in  point, 
as  tney  go  to  show  the  importance  of  the  State 
governments,  and  how  really  and  indeed  indispen- 
sably they  are  the  pillars  of  the  Federal  Grovem- 
ment,  and  how  anxious  we  should  be  to  strengthen 
and  not  to  impair  them,  to  make  them  all  the  strong 
and  equal  supporters  of  the  federal  system. 

With  respect  to  Louisiana,  Congress  have  already 
by  their  acts  solemnly  ratified  the  treaty  which  ex- 
tends to  all  the  States,  created  out  of  that  purchase, 
the  benefits  of  an  admission  into  the  Union  on 
equal  terms  with  the  old  States;  they  gave  to 
Louisiana  first,  and  afterwards  to  Missouri  and 
Arkansas,  Territorial  governments,  in  all  of  which 
they  agreed  to  the  admission  of  slaves.  Louisiana 
was  incorporated  into  the  Union,  allowing  their 
admission ;  Missouri  was  advanced  to  the  second 
ffrade  of  Territorial  government,  without  the  pro- 
hibition of  slavery :  thus,  for  more  than  sixteen 
years,  Missouri  considered  herself  precisely  in  the 
situation  of  her  sister  Louisiana,  and  many  thou- 
sands of  slaves  have  been  carried  by  settlers  there. 
To  deny  it,  then,  now,  will  operate  as  a  snare, 
unworthy  the  faith  of  this  Grovernment.  What  is 
to  be  done  ?  Are  the  slaves  now  there  to  be  man- 
umitted, or  their  masters  obliged  to  carry  them 
away,  break  up  all  their  settlements,  and,  in  this  un- 
just and  unexpected  manner,  to  be  hurled  into  ruin? 
If  we  are  to  pay  no  respect  to  the  Constitution,  or 
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to  treaties,  are  we  to  pay  no  respect  to  our  own 
laws,  by  which  the  faith  of  the  nation  has,  for 
sixteen  years,  been  solemnly  pledged,  that  no  pro- 
hibition would  take  place,  as  to  slayery,  in  those 
States?  I  have  saia  so  much,  to  show  how  im- 
portant it  is  to  the  firnmess  and  duration  of  the 
American  Union,  to  preserye  the  States  and  their 
government  in  the  full  possession  of  all  the  rights 
secured  by  the  Constitution. 

I  have  liitherto  said  nothing  of  the  treaty,  as  I 
consider  the  rights  of  Missouri  to  rest  on  the  Con- 
stitution so  strongly,  as  not  require  the  aid  of  the 
treaty.  But,  I  will^  at  the  same  time  say,  that,  if 
there  was  no  right  under  the  Constitution,  the 
treaty,  of  itself,  is  sufficient,  and  fully  sO)  to  give 
it  to  her.  Let  us,  however,  shortly  examine  the 
treaty.  The  words  are  these :  *^  The  inhabitants 
'  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incorporated  in 
'  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  and  admitted, 

*  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles 
^  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment 

*  of  all  the  rights,  a^ivantages,  and  immunities,  of 
<  the  citizens  of  tne  United  States."  0[  these  it 
is  particularly  observable,  that,  to  leave  no  doubt 
on  the  mind  of  either  of  the  Governments  which 
formed  it,  or  of  any  impartial  man,  so  much  pains 
are  taken  to  secure  to  Louisiana  all  the  rights  of  the 
States  of  the  American  Union,  a  singular  and  un- 
common surplussage  is  introduced  into  the  article. 
Kither  of  the  wor6sA7nmunUie8,riffhtSj  or  advantoffeSy 
would  have  been,  ol  itself,  full v  sufficient.  Imrnunity 
means  privilege,  exemption,  treedom — riffht  means 
justice,  just  claim,  privilege— tufvanto^d  means 
convenience,  gain,  benefit,  favorable  to  circum- 
stances. If  either  word,  therefore,  is  8uffi<iient  to 
give  her  a  right  to  be  placed  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  other  States,  who  shall  doubt  of  her  rifirht, 
when  you  now  find  that  your  GK)vemment  nas 
solemnly  pledged  itself  to  bestow  on,  and  ^aranty 
to,  Louisiana  all  the  privileges,  exemptions,  and 
freedom,  rights,  immunities,  and  advantages,  jus- 
tice, just  claims,  conveniences,  gains,  bendlts, 
and  favorable  circumstances,  enjoyed  by  the  other 
States? 

In  speaking  of  treaties,  Vattel  states  as  follows : 
**  The  implicit  submission  to  their  authority  which 

*  is  exhibited  everywhere,  proves  the  strenj^h, 
'  indeed,  unansweraUe  strength,  in  which  it  is 
'  founded." 

These  writers  say,  that  every  thing  which  the 
public  safety  renders  inviolable  is  sacred  in  so- 
ciety. Who,  then,  can  doubt  that  treaties  are  in 
the  number  of  those  things  that  are  held  most 
sacred  by  nations?  They  determine  the  most  im- 
portant affiiirs,  give  rules  to  their  pretensions,  and 
secure  their  most  precious  interests.  But  treaties 
are  only  vain  words,  if  they  are  not  considered  as  in- 
violable rules  to  sovereigns,  and  as  sacred  through- 
out the  whole  world.  Treaties  are,  then,  most 
holy  and  sacred  among  nations ;  and,  if  people 
are  not  wanting  to  themselves,  infamy  must  ever 
be  the  share  of  him  who  violates  his  faith ;  for, 
in  doing  so,  he  violates  the  law  of  nations ;  he  de- 
spises that  iaith  which  they  declare  sacred ;  he  is 
4ouUy  guilty — ^he  does  an  injury  to  all  nations, 
and  wounds  the  whole  human  race. 


If  this  is  the  reasoning  of  the  best  writers  on  the 
laws  of  nations,  are  we  now  dbposed,  for  the  first 
time,  to  be  the  instruments  of  rendering  this  nation 
infamous  in  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world,  and 
wound  the  human  race  ?  Are  we,  who  have  so 
frequently  charged  the  £nglish  and  Spaniards 
with  breach  of  treaties  and  of  faith,  now  to  be- 
come breakers  of  treaties  ourselves — exhibit  our 
hitherto  honorable,  and  even  uncharged.  Republic 
as  an  evil  example  to  other  Grovemments  ?  Are 
we,  who  have  always  kept  our  treaties  with  scru- 
pulous faith  with  our  Indian  neighbors,  and'  con- 
sidered their  weakness  as  an  additional  call  on  our 
honor,  to  do  so--are  we  now,  for  the  first  time,  to 
turn  hack  on  all  our  former  courses,  and  make  our 
feeble  brethren  of  Missouri  the  first  victims  of  our 
breach  of  national  faith  ?  Even  if  the  treaty  was 
ambiguous,  if  it  was  doubtful,  do  not  the  laws  of 
nations  expressly  declare  "  that,  in  doubtful  cases, 
treaties  shall  be  construed  in  favor  of  those  for 
whose  benefit  they  were  made  ?  And  was  it  not 
for  the  express  benefit  of  Louisiana  (all  Louisiana, 
to  the  utmost  limits)  that  this  treaty  was  made, 
giving  to  the  whole  Territory,  and  all  that  may 
inhabit  it  as  citizens  of  this  Union,  equal  rights, 
immunities,  and  advantages,  with  the  citizens  of 
all  the  other  States  in  it  ?  Unquestionably  it  was; 
and  it  is  our  duty  to  prevent^  in  the  words  of  Vat- 
tei,  "the  infamy  of  our  hitherto  untainted  and 
I  even  unsuspected  Government,  and  honorably  and 
literally  carry  the  treaty  into  execution." 

Having  thus,  I  trust,  proved  clearly  that  you 
have  no  right  to  adopt  this  inhibition  of  slavery, 
but  are  forbid  to  do  so  by  the  Constitution,  as  well 
as  by  the  treaty,  I  ought  perhaps  to  stop  here ;  but 
there  are  some  other  pointf,  which  I  oueht  not  to 

?ass  unnoticed.  One  of  these  is  the  orainance  of 
uly,  1787,  passed  by  the  Old  Congress,  at  the 
Seriod  of  the  sitting  of  the  Convention  in  Phila- 
elphia,  for  forming  the  Constitution,  by  which 
that  body  fthe  Old  Congress)  undertook  to  form  a 
code  for  tne  future  settlement,  government,  and 
admission  into  the  Union,  of  Si  the  Territory 
Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  ceded  by  Virginia  to 
the  United  States  in  1785 ;  which  cession  has  so 
often  been  read  to  the  House  in  this  discussion. 
On  this  subject,  I  beg  leave  to  remark  that,  by  the 
Confederation  of  the  United  States,  the  Old  Con- 
gress had  no  power  whatever  but  that  of  admitting 
new  States,  provided  nine  States  assented.  By 
this,  it  is  most  unquestionable,  that  no  number  of 
States  under  nine  had  any  right  to  admit  new 
States.  Of  course,  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Confederation  that,  on  so  important  a  measure  as 
the  establishment  of  governments  for,  and  the 
admission  of,  new  States,  Congress  should  never 
possess  the  power  to  act,  unless  nine  States  were 
represented  m  that  body  at  the  time  of  their  doing 
80.  This  ordinance,  therefore,  in  prescribing  the 
forms  of  government,  as  they  respected  legislative, 
executive,  and  judiciary  powers,  in  establishing 
bills  of  rights,  and  the  times  and  terms  of  their  ao- 
mission  into  the  Union^  and  inhibiting  servitude 
therein,  is  chargeable  with  ingratitude  and  usur- 
pation. It  is  chargeable  with  ingratitude,  when 
we  reflect  that  the  cession  of  the  great  tract  of 
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country — ^this  rising  empire  of  freemen — was  gra- 
toitously,  and  wiu  noble  disinterestedness  and 
patriotism,  made  bv  Virginia,  that  the  passing  of 
an  ordinance  whicn  contained  a  provision  which 
could  not  but  go  to  prevent  the  admission  of  Vir- 
ginians there,  as  they  could  not  move  there  with 
meir  slaves,  was  a  most  ungracious  and  ungrate- 
ful return  to  that  State  for  her  liberality,  and  could 
not  but  meet,  with  the  disapprobation  of  this 

nation. 

I  have  already  mentioned  the  reasons  to  show, 
that  unless  they  had  nine  States  present,  the  Ola 
Congress  had  no  power  to  admit  new  States,  and 
of  course  no  power  to  prescribe  the  forms  of  gov- 
ernment, bills  of  rights,  or  terms  or  times  of  admis- 
sions, benefits,  or  exclusions,  with  a  less  number 
than  nine. 

If  there  were  not  other  strong  reasons  attending 
the  passing  this  ordinance,  those  already  mentioned 
are  sufficient  to  show  that  it  is  a  nullity ;  that  it 
never  had  or  could  have  had  a  binding  force ;  that 
the  present  Congress  had  nor  has  any  Constitu- 
tional right  to  confirm  that  part  of  it  which  respect^ 
the  exclusion  of  involuntary  servitude  from  that 
Territory ;  and  that  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  niinois,  having  by  their  constitutions  voluur 
tarUy  excluded  it,  possess  the  power  whenever  they 
please  to  alter  their  constitutions,  and  admit  servi- 
tude in  any  way  they  think  proper. 

Let  us,  sir,  recollect  the  circumstances  the  Old 
Congress  were  in  at  the  time  they  passed  this  ordi- 
nance :  they  had  dwindled  almost  to  nothing; ;  the 
Convention  had  been  then  three  months  m  ses- 
sion ;  it  was  universally  known  a  Constitution  was 
in  its  essentials  afi^reed  to;  and  the  public  were 
daily  expecting  ^wna^oon  happened)  the  promul- 

fition.of  a  new  torm  ^Government  for  the  Union, 
ask,  sir  was  it  under  these  circumstances  proper 
for  a  feeble,  dwindled  body,  that  had  wholly  lost 
the  confidence  of  the  nation,  and  which  was  then 
waiting  its  supercession  by  the  people — a  feeble, 
inefficient  body,  in  which  only  seven  or  eight 
States  were  represented,  the  whole  of  which  con- 
sisted of  but  seventeen  or  eighteen  men— a  num- 
ber smaller  than  your  large  committees;  a  body 
literally  in  the  very  agonies  of  political  death ; — 
was  it,  sir,  even  decent  in  them  Tnot  to  say  lawfol 
or  Constitutional)  to  have  passea  an  ordinance  of 
such  importance  i  I  do  not  know  or  recollect  the 
names  of  the  members  who  voted  for  it,  but  it  is 
to  be  fairly  presumed  they  could  not  have  been 
among  the  men  who  possessed  the  greatest  confi,- 
dence  of  the  Union,  or  at  that  very  time  they  would 
have  been  members  of  the  Convention  sitting  at 
Philadelphia.  But  I  am  perhaps  taking  up  your 
time  unnecessarily  on  this  subject,  and  I  shall  pro- 
ceed to  others. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  on  the  subiect  of 
slavery — ^that  it  is  an  infamous  stain  and  Slot  on 
the  States  that  hold  them :  not  only  degrading  the 
slave,  but  the  master,  and  making  him  unfit  for 
rejpublican  government:  that  it  is  contrary  to  reli- 
gion and  the  law  of  Goa ;  and  that  Congress  ought 
to  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  prevent  its 
extension  among  the  new  States. 
Now,  sir,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  how  any 


man  is  acquainted  with  what  is  the  will  or  the 
law  of  God  on  this  subject  Has  it  ever  been  im- 
parted either  to  the  old  or  new  world?  Is  there  a 
single  line  in  the  Old  or  New  Testament,  eitlier 
censuring  or  forbidding  it?  I  answer  withost 
hesitation,  qo.  But  there  are  hundreds  speakiag 
of  and  recognising  it.  Hagar,  from  whom  mf 
lions  sprang,  was  an  African  slave,  bou^t  out  of 
Egypt  by  Abraham,  the  father  of  tne  faithful  and 
the  beloved  servant  of  the  Most  Hiffh ;  and  he 
had,  besides,  three  hundred  and  eighteen  nftale 
slaves.  The  Jews,  in  the  time  of  the  theoomey, 
and  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  had  aU  slaves ;  at 
that  time  there  was  no  nation  without  th»n.  If 
we  are  to  believe  that  this  world  was  formed  by  a 
great  and  omnipotent  Bein^ ;  that  nothing  is  per- 
mitted to  exist  here  but  by  his  wiU,  and  then  throw 
our  eyes  throughout  the  whole  of  it,  we  should 
form  an  opinion  very  different  indeed  from  tlxat 
asserted,  that  slavery  was  against  the  law  of  God. 

Let  those  acquainted  wim  the  situadon  of  the 
people  of  Asia  and  Africa,  where  not  one  man  in 
ten  can  be  called  a  freeman,  or  whose  situation 
can  be  compared  with  the  comforts  of  our  alaves, 
throw  their  eyes  over  them,  and  carry  them  to 
Russia,  and  from  the  North  to  the  South  of  Eu- 
rope, where,  except  Great  Britain,  nothing  like 
liberty  exists.    Let  them  view  the  lower  classes  of 
their  inhabitants,  by  far  the  most  niuneroua  of  the 
whole ;  the  thousands  of  begsars  that  infest  their 
streets,  more  than  half  starved,  half  naked,  and  in 
the  most  wretched  state  of  human  degradation. 
Let  him  then  so  to  England ;  the  comforts^  if  they 
have  any,  of  the  lower  classes  of  whose  inhabit- 
ants are  far  mierior  to  those  of  our  slaves.    Let 
him,  when  there,  ask  of  their  economists,  what  are 
the  numbers  of  millions  daily  fed  by  the  hand  of 
charity ;  and.  when  satisfied  there,  then  let  him 
come  nearer  nome,  and  examine  into  the  situation 
o£  the  free  negroes  now  resident  in  New  York  and 
Philadelphia,  and  compare  them  with  the  sicim- 
ti<Mi  of  our  slaves,  and  he  will  tell  you  thit,  pei> 
hap8,  the  most  miserable  and  degraded  state  of 
human  nature  is  to  be  found  among  the  free  ne- 
groes of  New  Yoric  and  Philadelphia,  most  of 
whom  are  fugitives  from  the  Southern  States,  re- 
ceived and  sheltered  in  those  States.    I  did  not  go 
to  New  York,  but  I  did  to  Philadelphia,  and  par^ 
ticularly  examined  this  subject  while  theie.    I 
saw  their  streets  crowded  with  idle,  drunken  ne- 
groes, at  every  comer ;  and,  on  visiting  their  peni- 
tentiary, found,  to  my  astonishment,  tliat,  out  of 
&Ye  hundred  convicts  there  confined,  more  than 
one-half  were  blacks;  and,  as  all  die  convicts 
throughout  that  State  are  sent  to  that  peaiten- 
tiarv,  and,  if  Pennsylvania  contains  eignt  hun- 
dred thousand  white  mhaUtants,  and  only  twenty- 
six  thousand  blacks,  of  course  the  crimes  and  vices 
of  the  blacks  in  those  States  are,  conmaratively, 
twenty  times  greater  than  those  of  the  whites  in  the 
same  States,  and  clearly  proves  that  a  state  of 
freedom  is  one  of  the  greatest  curses  you  can  in- 
flict on  them. 

From  the  opinions  expressed  respecting  the 
Southern  States  and  the  slaves  thae,  it  appean  to 
me  most  clear,  that  the  members  on  the  opposite 
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Side  feaow  nothiBg  of  the  SooiiMm  States,  tlieir 
lands,  nrodiiets,  or  slaves.  Those  who  visit  us.  or 
go  to  the  scmthwaid,  find  so  great  a  difference  that 
many  of  them  remain  and  settk  there.  I  pcr- 
leetiy  lecoUeet  that  when,  in  1791,  Gieneral  Wash- 
ington visited  South  Caroliaa,  he  was  so  surprised 
at  the  richness,  order,  and  soil  of  our  country,  that 
he  ez|NPessed  his  great  astonishment  at  the  state 
of  acncultural  improvement  and  excellence  our 
tide-lands  exhibited.  He  said,  he  had  no  idea  the 
United  States  posseswd  it.  Had  I  then  seen  as 
much  of  Burope  as  I  have  since,  I  would  have  re- 
plied to  him,  that  he  wonld  not  see  its  equal  in 
E&urope.  Sir,  when  we  recollect  that  our  former 
parent  State  was  the  original  cause  of  introducing 
slavery  into  America,  and  that  neither  ourselves 
or  ancestors  are  chaigeable  with  it ;  that  it  cannot 
be  ffot  rid  of  without  ruining  the  country,  cer- 
tainly the  present  mild  treatment  of  our  slaves  is 
moat  honorable  to  that  part  of  the  country  where 
slavery  exists.  Every  slave  has  a  comfortable 
house^  is  well  fed,  clothed,  and  taken  care  of;  he 
hats  his  iamilv  about  him,  and  in  sickness  has  the 
same  medical  aid  as  his  master,  and  has  a  sure  and 
conafortable  retreat  in  old  ace,  to  protect  him 
against  its  infirmities  and  weakness.  During  the 
whole  of  his  life  he  is  free  from  care,  that  canker 
of  the  human  heart,  which  destroys  at  least  one- 
half  of  the  thinking  part  of  mankind,  and  from 
which  a  favored  few,  very  few,  if  indeed  any,  can 
be  said  to  be  free.  Being  without  education,  and 
bom  to  obey,  to  persons  of  that  de^ription  mod- 
erate labor  and  discipline  are  essential,  ^he  dis- 
cipline ought  to  be  mild,  but  still,  while  slavery  is 
to  exist,  there  must  be  discipline.  In  this  state 
they  are  happier  than  they  can  possibly  be  if  free. 
A  free  black  can  only  be  happy  where  he  has 
some  share  of  education,  and  has  been  bred  to  a 
trade,  or  some  kind  of  business.  The  great  body 
of  slaves  are  happier  in  their  present  situation  than 
they  could  be  in  any  other,  and  the  man  or  men 
who  woald  attempt  to  give  them  freedom,  would 
be  their  greatest  enemies. 

All  the  writers  who  contend  that  the  slaves  in- 
crease faster  than  the  free  tracks,  if  they  assert 
what  is  true,  prove  that  the  black,  when  in  the 
condition  of  a  slave,  is  happier  than  when  free,  as, 
in  proportion  to  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  any 
kind  of  people,  such  will  be  the  increase;  and  the 
next  census  will  show  what  has  been  the  increase 
of  both  descriptions,  free  and  slave,  and  will,  I 
think,  prove  tro  trutn  of  these  opinions. 

In  this  discussion  the  question  as  to  the  purchase 
of  Lottisiana  has  been  introduced,  and  gives  me  an 
opportunity  to  state  my  opinion  on  the  subject. 
So  far  as  my  knowledge  of  the  faots^  pieoeainr 
that  purchase,  enable  me  to  form  an  opinion,  I 
pronouttoe  that  Mr.  Jefierson,  in  planning  the  pur- 
chase^ and  tiie  gentieraen  who  were  enmloyea  in 
negotiating  it,  covered  themselves  with  giory.  The 
^ts  that  preceded  that  purchase  were  these :  In 
the  year  1786,  Spain  despatched  a  Minister,  named 
Gardoqui,  to  this  country,  instructed  to  offer  to  form 
with  us  a  treaty  of  commerce^  which  she  said  was 
an  advantageous  one,  if  we  would,  in  the  same 
treaty,  consent  to  give  up  the  navigation  of  that 


part  of  the  river  Missisnppi  which  ran  through  the 
Spanish  dominions.  This,  sir,  I  asserted  on  this 
fioor  some  days  ago^  and  now  repeat,  that,  on  this 
treaty  being,  according  to  the  then  routine  of  bu- 
siness, referred  to  Mr.  Jay,  then  Secretary  for  For- 
eign Affiiirs,  he  did,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection, 
report  that  it  would,  in  his  opinion,  he  expedient  to 
adopt  it  $  that  seven,  all  of  the  Bastern  and  North- 
ern States,  did  vote  for  it,  but  that,  owinff  to  te 
Confederation  requiring  that  nine  States  should  be 
necessary  to  form  a  treaty,  it  was  at  length  defeated. 
If  atky  part  of  the  public  business  in  this  country, 
in  which  I  have  been  engaged,  ever  gave  me  move 
pleasure  than  others,  it  was  tne  agency  I  had  in 
association  with  an  honorable  gentieman,  now 
high  in  office,  and  in  Washington,  in  preventing 
it.  I  believe  I  may  venture  to  say,  that  it  was 
owing  to  us  the  whole  of  the  Western  country  now 
belongs  to  us,  and  that  the  Mississippi  now  flows 
through  American  lands,  and  that  the  American 
flag  now  waves  alone  on  her  waters.  I,  therefore, 
have  always  felt  more  than  a  fraternal — 1  have 
felt,  sir,  a  paternal  love  for  this  country.  Nor,  sir, 
is  diis  the  onl3r  important  agency  I  have  had  in 
the  affiurs  of  this  very  valuaue  part  of  our  Union. 
It  will  be  remembered  that,  in  the  year  1802,  ^ke 
Intendant  of  New  Orleans  issued  a  proclamation* 
shutting  that  port  to  the  further  reception  aao 
deposite  of  American  produce,  under  the  treaty  of 
1796,  and  that,  on  his  doing  so,  a  ferment  was 
excited  throughout  the  Union,  of  the  most  alarming 
nature ;  that  war  was  called  for,  both  in  the  Senate 
and  out  of  doors,  which  it  was  difficult  for  all  the 
prudence  and  love  of  peace  of  the  President  to  re- 
press. Being,  at  that  time,  the  Minister  of  the 
United  States  in  Spain,  I  received  instructions  from 
our  Government  to  use  every  exertion  in  my  power, 
consistent  with  its  dignity,  to  get  the  deposite  re- 
stored, which  I  fortunately  did,  and  this  sdSkb  led 
to  the  acquisition  of  both  the  river  and  whole 
country  in  the  maimer  you  know.  At  the  time  I 
went  to  Europe,  I  was  alone  commissioned  and 
authorized  to  treat  for,  and  purchase,  all  the  part 
of  Louisiana,  including  New  Orleans,  to  the  east 
of  the  Mississippi  and  the  Floridas^  but,  on  arriving 
in  Europe,  I  found  Louisiana  had  been  previomty 
secretly  sold  to  Bonaparte,  of  which  I  informed 
Mr.  Jefierson,  and  he  took  the  measures  which  ac- 
complished the  purchase. 

In  pursuing  the  arguments  of  some  gentlemen, 
on  this  subject,  I  have  omitted  to  notice  one  of 
their  arguments,  springing  from  that  part  of  the 
third  section  of  the  fourth  article,  which  says,  ''the 
Congress  shall  have  the  power  to  make  all  needfbl 
rales  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory,  or 
other  propaty,  belonging  to  the  United  States," 
because  this  article  certainly  refers  only  to  the 
territorial  state,  to  which  I  have  already  referred,  and 
in  which,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  aver,  that,  in  mak- 
ing such  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  ter- 
ritory, they  areno  more  authwized  to  inhibit  slavery 
in  the  territory,  than  they  are  in  the  State—for,  if 
they  should  have  the  power,  it  would  indirectly 
eflfect  the  same  thing ;  it  not  oeins  difficult  to  see, 
that,  when  a  territory  has  been,  like  Missouri,  for 
sixteen  years  in  a  strict  state  of  territorial  disctp- 
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line,  prohibiting  slavery,  when  the  period  arrives 
for  her  admission  as  a  State,  she  will  be  peopled 
'entirely  by  inhabitants  not  having  slaves,  and  who 
will,  of  course,  insert  the  prohibition  in  their  con- 
stitution. 

It  oQght  to  be  remembered,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
the  greatest  part  of  the  debt  due  for  Louisiana  is 
^till  unpaid,  and  that,  if  the  mode  I  have  asserted, 
by  which  your  Treasury  is  no^V*  furnished,  and  must 
be  in  future,  is  true,  then  the  slaveholding  States 
will  have  more  than  half  of  the  purchase  to  pay  y 
but,  suppose  we  have  only  one-half  of  it  to  pay,  is 
it  not  tair,  is  it  not  just,  that  the  use  of  this  pur- 
chase should  be  as  open  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
slaveholding,  as  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  non- 
slaveholdinff  States  ?  And  how  can  this  happen,  if 
you  say  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Northern  States, 
you  may  go  there  with  your  families,  and  all  your 
properties ;  but,  if  you,  from  the  Soutnern  or  slave- 
holding  States,  choose  to  go  there,  it  must  be  with- 
out your  slaves,  these  shadl  not  go  ?  thus  denying 
to  these  the  instruments  of  their  agriculture,  and 
the  means  of  their  comfort  and  completely  pre- 
venting the  possibility  of  their  removing.  From 
this,  sir,  will  arise  another  evil,  that  of  Sie  fall  of 
the  value  of  all  the  lands  the  United  States  may 
have  to  sell  in  the  Territories  or  States  from  whicn 
slavery  is  excluded,  at  least  one-half,  which,  if  the 
computations  of  tne  number  of  acres  come  any 
thing  near  the  mark,  must  amount  to  at  least  six 
huncffeds  of  millions  of  dollars  lost  to  the  common 
Treasury. 

I  have  not  condescended  to  notice  the  remark, 
that  one  of  the  evils  of  slavery  is,  the  lessening  and 
depreciating  the  character  of  the  whites  in  the 
slaveholding  States,  and  rendering  it  less  manly 
and  republican,  and  less  worthy,  than  in  the  non- 
slaveholding  States,  because  it  is  not  less  decorous 
than  true;  it  is  refuted  in  a  moment  by  a  review 
of  the  Revolutionary,  and  particularly  the  last  war. 
Look  into  your  histories,  compare  the  conduct  of 
the  heroes  and  statesmen  of  the  North  and  South, 
in  both  those  wars,  in  the  field,  and  in  the  Senate ; 
see  the  monuinents  of  valor,  of  wisdom,  and  pa- 
triotism, thev  have  left  behind  them,  and  then  ask 
an  impartial  world,  on  which  side  the  Delaware 
lies  the  preponderance :  they  will  answer  in  a  mo- 
ment, to  the  South. 

It  will  not  be  a  matter  of  surprise  to  any  one, 
that  so  much  anxiety  should  be  shown  by  the  slave- 
holding  States,  when  it  is  known  that  the  alarm, 
ffiven  by  this  attempt  to  legislate  on  slavery,  has 
led  to  the  opinion,  that  the  very  foundations  of 
that  kind  of  property  are  shaken ;  that  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  precedent  is  a  measure  of  the  most 
alarming  nature;  for,should  succeeding  Congresses 
continue  to  push  it,  there  is  no  knowing  to  what 
lengUi  it  mav  be  carried. 

Save  the  Northern  States  any  idea  of  the  value 
of  our  slaves?  At  least,  sir,  six  hundred  millions 
of  dollars.  If  we  lose  them,  the  value  of  the 
lands  they  cultivate  will  be  diminished  in  all  cases 
one  half,  and,  in  many,  they  will  become  wholly 
useless,  and  an  annual  income  of  at  least  forty 
millions  of  dollars  will  be  lost  to  your  citizens ; 
the  loss  of  which  will  not  alone  be  fek  by  the  Aon- 


slaveholding  States,  but  by  the  whole  Union ;  for, 
to  whom,  at  present,  do  tne  Eastern  States,  most 
particularly,  and  the  Eastern  and  Northern,  gen- 
erally, look  for  the  employment  of  their  shipping, 
in  transporting  our  bulky  and  valuable  products, 
and  bringing  us  the  manufactures  and  merchan- 
dises of  Kurope?  Another  thing,  in  case  of  these 
losses  being  brought  on  us,  and  our  being  forced 
into  a  division  of  the  Union,  what  becomes  of 
your  public  debt  ?  Who  are  to  pay  this,  and  how 
wijl  it  be  paid  ?  In  a  pecuniary  view  of  this  sub- 
ject, therefore,  it  must  ever  be  the  policy  of  the 
Eastern  and  Northern  States  to  continue  con- 
nected with  us.  But,  sir,  there  is  an  infinitely 
greater  call  upon  them,  and  this  is  the  call  of  just- 
ice, of  affection,  and  humanity.  Reposing  at  a 
great  distance,  in  safety,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
all  their  Federal  and  State  rights,  unattacked  in 
either,  or  in  their  individual  rights,  can  they,  with 
indifierence,  or  ought  they  to  risk,  in  the  remotest 
degree,  the  consequences  which  this  measure  may 
produce.  These  may  be  the  division  of  this  Union, 
and  a  civil  war.  Knowing  that  whatever  is  said 
here,  must  get  into  the  puuic  prints,  I  am  unwil- 
ling, for  obvious  reasons,  to  go  into  the  description 
of  the  horrors  which  such  a  war  must  produce, 
and  ardentlv  pray  that  none  of  us  may  ever  live  to 
witness  sucn  an  event. 

If  you  refuse  to  admit  Missouri  without  this 
prohibition,  and  she  refuses  it,  and  proceeds  to 
form  a  constitution  for  herself,  and  tnen  applies 
to  you  for  admission,  what  will  you  do  ?  Will 
you  compel  them  by  force  ?  By  whom,  or  by 
what  force  can  this  be  effected  ?  Will  the  States 
in  her  neighborhood  join  in  this  crusade  ?  Will 
they,  who,  to  a  man,  think  Missouri  is  ri^ht,  and 
you  are  wrong,  arm  in  such  a  cause  ?  Can  you 
send  a  force  from  the  eastward  of  the  Ddaware  ? 
The  very  distance  forbids  it ;  and  distance  is  a 
powerful  auxiliary  to  a  country  attacked.  If,  in 
the  days  of  James  II.,  English  soldiers,  under  mUx- 
XSliy  discipline,  when  ordered  to  march  against 
their  countrymen,  contending  in  the  cause  of  lib- 
erty, disobeyed  the  order,  and  laid  down  tbeir  arms, 
do  vou  think  our  free  brethren  on  the  Mississippi 
will  not  do  the  same?  Yes.  sir,  they  will  refuse, 
and  you  will  at  last  be  obliged  to  retreat  from 
this  measure,  and  in  a  manner  that  will  not  add 
much  to  the  dignity  of  your  Government. 

I  cannot,  on  any  ground,  think  of  agreeing  to  a 
comi^omise  on  this  subject.  However  we  all 
may  wish  to  see  Missouri  admitted,  as  she  ought, 
on  equal  terms  with  the  other  States,  this  is  a  very 
unimportant  object  to  her,  compared  with  keeping 
the  Constitution  inviolate — ^with  keeping  the  hands 
of  Congress  from  touching  the  question  of  slavery. 
On  the  subject  of  the  Constitution,  no  compromise 
ought  ever  to  be  made.  Neither  can  any  be  made 
on  the  national  faith,  so  seriously  involved  in  the 
treaty  which  gives  to  all  Louisiana,  to  every  part 
of  it.  a  right  to  be  incorporated  into  the  Union  on 
equal  terms  with  the  other  States. 

Surely,  sir,  when  we  consider  the  public  dis- 
tress of  this  country,  and  the  necessity  of  union 
and  good  humor  to  repair  our  finances,  and  place 
our  commerce  in  that  improved  situation  which 
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will  give  us  some  hope  of  the  rise  of  oqr  prodaots, 
such  as  may  hare  a  tendency  to  relieve  our  public 
and  private  embarrassments,  if  we  had  no  other 
motives  for  it,  certainly  this  should  be  sufficient. 
But,  sir,  there  is  one  of  infinitely  higher  moment. 
Do  we  recollect,  that  we  are  the  <nily  free  Repub- 
lic now  in  existence,  and  that,  jMrobably,  such  ex- 
istence can  only  dejpend  upon  our  distance  from 
EiUrope,  and  our  union  with  our  present  numbers  ? 
It  may  safely  be  calculated  we  have  two  millions 
of  men,  the  greatest  part  of  whom  are  able  to  bear 
arms. 

In  case  of  our  continuing  an  united  people, 
no  attack  from  Europe,  a  distance  of  four  thousand 
miles,  could  ever  be  made  with  the  least  hope  of 
success.  From  the  distance,  ail  Europe  could  not 
furnish  either  the  men  or  means  sufficient  to  divide 
or  destroy  this  Union.  If  we  continue  united,  as 
we  have  been,  in  such  an  event,  the  States  would 
so  second  the  General  Government)  and  so  nerve 
its  arm,  as  to  put  all  attack  at  de&ince.  But,  if 
on  this,  or  any  other  occasion,  this  Union  should 
unhappilv  divide,  and  from  friends  become  bitter 
and  implacable  enemies  to  each  other,  who  shall 
say  what  Europe  may  attanpt  ?  Mark  what  they 
have  done  amonff  themselves,  to  subjugate  France, 
and  destrov,  in  that  part  of  tne  world,  every  thing 
that  has  the  semblance  of  republicanism.  View 
the  league  they  have  formed,  in  which,  for  the  first 
time,  all  Europe  is  seen  united  as  a  single  Govern- 
ment,  to  maintain  their  monarchical  forms.  Such 
is  no  doubt,  their  detestation  of  every  thing  like 
republicanism,  that,  were  the  United  States  in 
Europe,  where  they  could  be  reached  by  land,  I 
have  not  the  smallest  doubt,  they  would  long  since 
have  been  attadied,  and  every  attempt  made  to 
reduce  them  to  a  monarchy.  We  are  considered, 
sir^  as  an  evil  example  to  the  monarchical  world. 
We  are  considered  as  the  only  repository  of  those 
pinciples  which  have  lately  appeared  and  flour- 
ished for  a  time  in  Europe;  and  which  it  has 
cost  them  so  much  blood  and  treasure  to  suppress, 
and  should  our  divisions,  from  friends  to  enemies, 
ever  afford  them  an  opportunity  of  striking  at  us, 
with  the  least  probability  of  success,  no  douht  they 
will  do  so. 

I  wUl  not  tres|»ss  farther  on  your  patience,  but 
thank  the  Committee  for  the  honor  they  have  done 
me,  by  their  attention.  I  hope  the  great  import- 
ance of  the  subject  will  be  my  excuse ;  and  that, 
considering  the  relation  in  which  I  have  stood  to 
the  Western  country  and  the  Mississippi,  for  the 
salvation  of  which,  so  far  as  means  the  keeping  it 
annexed  to  this  Union,  as  I  have  already  said,  I 
think  I  may  claim  to  a  gentlonan,  now  high  in 
office,  and  myself,  as  much  as  any  other  two  can 
claim,  the  happiness  of  being  the  instruments,  and 
having  thus,  m  the  early  part  of  my  life,  labored 
with  success  for  the  parent,  I  cannot  but  think  it 
a  little  extraordinary,  that  I  should,  at  this  distant 
period,  be  called  upon  to  defend  tne  right  of  her 
children.  My  fervent  wish  is,  that  I  may  be  able 
to  do  it  with  the  same  success. 

When  Mr.  Pingknby  concluded — 

The  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  the 
House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  15. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce, 
reported  a  bill  to  impose  a  new  tonnage  duty  on 
French  ships,  or  vessels ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Mondav  next. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  concerning  navigation,  and  to  repeal 
the  act  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  navigation," 
passed  on  the  18th  of  April,  1818 ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall,  the  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  7th  February,  1820,  trans- 
mitting a  list  of  the  newspapers  in  which  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  are  published,  and  an  estimate 
of  the  expense  of  such  publication,  was  reierred  to 
a  select  committee ;  and  that  the  same  committee 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  or  amend- 
ing the  acts  requirmg  the  publication  of  the  laws 
in  the  newspapers ;  and  Mr.  Pindall,  Mr.  Foot, 
and  Mr.  Mercer,  were  appointed  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

[This  motion  of  Mr.  P.  was  grounded  on  the  be- 
lief that  the  expenses  of  promulgating  the  acts  of 
Congress  in  newspapers  had  increased  to  an  un- 
reasonable and  improper  extent,  and  that  the  laws 
on  the  subject  required  repeal  or  modification,  so 
as  to  reduce  this  expense.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina, 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructea 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  limiting  the  qucun- 
tity  of  public  lands  hereafter  to  be  exposed  to  sale 
at  the  several  land  offices  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Walker  said  he  had  heard  great  complaints 
against  the  present  mode  of  exposing  to  sale  the 
public  lands ;  that  the  present  system  opened  a 
door  for  speculation,  and  that  great  speculations 
had  been  actually  made  in  the  purchase  of  public 
lands.  He  believed  that  the  greatest  ddect  m  the 
system  was,  that  there  was  too  much  land  brought 
into  market;  which  afforded  an  opportunity  to 
purchasers  to  make  large  speculations  in  the  pur- 
chase :  the  object  of  the  resolution  was  to  limit  the 
quantity  offered  for  sale^  to  prevent  further  abuses, 
and  to  prevent  too  great  an  extension  to  purchasers. 
He  was  not  friendly  to  an  alteration  of  the  price 
or  manner  of  sale  or  the  present  land  law,  but  be- 
lieved that  a  limitation  of  the  quantity  would  answer 
every  purpose  which  was  contemplated  by  the  de- 
sire to  alter  the  present  law. 

An  engrossed  Dill  entitled  "An  act  to  continue 
in  force  for  a  further  time,  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  for  establishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian 
tribes,"  was  read  Uie  third  time  and  pasted. 

The  Spbakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Commissioners  of  Navy  Hospitals,  ren- 
dered in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  this  House 
of  the  31st  ult.,  showing  the  receipt  and  expendi- 
ture of  the  moneys  accruing  to  the  Navy  Hospital 
fund :  which  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  rendered 
m  obedience  to  the  r&wlution  of  this  House  of  the 
4th  instant,  requiring  him  "  to  report  such  measures 
as,  in  his  opinion,  may  he  expedient  to  enforce  the 
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more  speedy  payment  of  public  moneys  due  from 
iadiTidoals  ana  corporate  bodies,  to  tbe  United 
States;"  which  was  also  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

WESTERN  ROADS. 

Mr.  Cook  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration : 

Resoloed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing so  mnch  of  the  first  section  of  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  1819/'  approved  March  3,  1819,  as 
pledges  the  fond  reserved  for  lading  out  and  making 
roads  to  the  States  of  Indiana  and  lUinois,  for  the  re- 
payment of  the  moneys  appropriated  and  advanced  by 
the  United  States,  for  conitr acting  the  United  States 
road  from  Cumberland  to  the  Ohio  river,  and  of  ap- 
propriating the  same  to  defray  the  expenses  of  laying 
oat  and  making  a  road  from  the  Ohio  river  opposite 
to  Wheeling,  by  Columbus,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and 
by  the  permanent  seat  of  government  o(  Indiania,  on 
the  most  eligible  route,  to  Vend  alia,  in  the  State  of 
Illinois. 

In  ofiering  this  resolution  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  Mr.  Cook  begged  leave  to  ask  its 
attention  to  the  act  there  referred  to.    By  that  act 
the  fund  reserved  for  the  improvement  of  roads 
leadinff  to  the  States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  had 
-  been  pledged  to  the  repayment  of  the  money  ap- 
propriated by  Congress  for  the  completion  of  the 
Cumberland  road.    This  road  was  commenced, 
Mr.  C.  believed,  ten  or  twelve  years  ago.    By  the 
acts  of  1816  and  1818  authorizing  the  admission 
of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  respectively,  two  per  cent, 
on  the  net  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands  in  those  States  was  reserved  by  Con- 
gress to  the  laying  out  and  making  of  roads  leading 
to  those  States,  respectively ;  and  in  consideration 
of  this  appropriation  maue  by  Congress,  with 
others,  which  were  understood  on  all  hands  to  be 
for  the  benefit  of  those  States,  respectively,  the 
States  surrendered  a  part  of  their  sovereignty: 
they  agreed  that  the  lands  of  the  United  States, 
then  remaining  to  be  sold,  should  be  free  from  tax- 
ation for  five  years  after  the  day  of  sale ;  and  in 
Illinois  the  bountv  lands  given  to  the  soldiers  of  the 
late  army,  were  also  to  be  exempted  from  taxation 
for  three  years  from  the  date  of  their  patents.  This 
surrender  of  the  sovereign  ri^t  of  Illinois  to  tax 
the  lands  thus  exempted,  was,  Mr.  C.  said,  the 
consideration  given  for  the  road-fund  now  under 
consideration,  as  well  as  some  other  advantages 
which  were  granted  to  her,  and  for  which  she  is 
grateful  to  the  Gk)vemment.    This,  with  the  other 
propositions  made  by  Congress,  were  now  matters 
of  compact  between  Illinois  anu  the  United  States; 
and  to  divert  this  fund  from  the  channel  in  which 
Mr.  C.  could  not  but  think  it  was  intended  to  flow, 
Illinois  would  consider  a  violation  of  that  compact. 
To  appropriate  that  fund  to  the  making  of  a 
road'  terminating  at  Wheeling,  a  point  several 
hundred  miles  from  the  border  of  the  State,  never 
could  be  an  apprcmriation  in  unison  with  the  in- 
tention either  of  Congress  or  of  the  State  of  Illi- 
nok.    As  well,  Mr.  C.  said,  mi^ht  you  a  ppropriate 
it  to  the  making  of  a  road  leading  from  Santa  Fe 


to  Mtssouci,  uniting  those  two  sovereignties^  as  lo 
the  object  for  which  it  stands  plcd^ ;  for  tkis 
would  be  a  road  leading  towards  lUmms.  From 
an  examination  of  the  subiect,  Mr.  C.  said  he  fband 
that  the  revenue  which  Illinois  would  derive  from 
a  tax  on  the  lands  which  may  be  sold  within  the 
State,  and  on  the  bounty  land,  wiiieh  ahe  cannot 
now  derive,  in  consequence  of  this  compact,  'wroiild, 
at  a  reasonable  rate,  amount  to  about  two  handred 
and  eighty  thousand  dollars,  a  large  proportion  of 
which  would  now  be  subject  to  be  called  into  her 
coffers,  and  of  which  she  really  stood  in  great 
need.  Could  it  be  contended,  Mr.  C.  asked^  thai 
this  fund,  which  was  reserved  to  Indiana  an^ 
Illinois,  respectively^  to  make  roads  leading  tc 
them,  in  the  one  case  about  ten  and  the  odier 
twelve  years  after  the  Cumbei^nd  rodd  was  gob- 
meneed,  was  at  that  time  intended,  o^  understood, 
either  by  those  States  or  by  the  United  States,  to 
be  subject  to  defray  the  expenses  of  that  road  ?  h 
could  not  be  possible.  It  seemed,  Mr.  C.  said, 
much  more  likely  to  have  been  reserved  for  the 

Eurposes  contemplated  by  the  resolution  which  he 
ad  ofifered,  to  extend  that  road  to  the  borders  of 
those  States,  respectively;  and  unless  it  was  so 
appropriated,  or  at  least  in  making  roads  leading 
to,  and  not  townrda  them,  he  did  not  think  they 
would  have  ju^  cause  of  complaint  against  the 
Qovernment.  Since  the  admission  of  those  States 
Mr.  C.  believed  a  fund  of  about  950,000  had  al- 
ready accrued  from  the  sale  of  lands,  which  should 
be  now  lying  in  the  National  Treasury.  This  sum, 
although  it  would  not  complete  the  road,  would 
defray  the  expense  of  marking  and  laying  it  out, 
and  go  far  towards  opening  it,  so  as  to  render  it 
passaiole ;  and  as  the  fund  continued  to  increase, 
It  might  be  employed  to  complete  it.  Indeed,  said 
Mr.  C,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  so  obvious  that  the 
intention  of  Congress  was,  that  this  money  should 
be  appropriated  to  the  improvement  of  roads,  to 
facilitate  the  entrance  to  those  States,  that  reason- 
ing cannot  make  it  plainer ;  and  any  diversion  of 
it  to  any  other  object,  therefore,  is  a  violation  of 
the  compact  between  those  States  and  the  United 
States.  He  trusted  that  the  resolution  would  be 
considered  and  adopted. 

The  resolution  was  then  considered  and  adopt- 
ed, without  a  division. 

Mr.  Cook  offered  also  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration : 

Besohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  kw  for  the  payment  of  so  much  of  the 
money  arising  from  ths  sale  of  the  public  lands  in  Ike 
State  of  Ultnois,  since  the  first  day  of  January,  1819, 
as  has  been  reserved  by  law  for  the  encoanigemant  of 
learning,  to  said  State. 

Mr.  C.  observed  that  the  object  of  this  resolutioi 
was,  simply  to  enaUe  the  State  of  Illinois  to  ob- 
tain the  three  per  cent,  iiind  arising  from  the  sale 
of  public  lands  which  bad  been  reserved  by  Con- 
gress to  be  appropriated  by  the  State  to  the  en* 
couragement  of  learning.  This  course,  he  said, 
had  been  considered  necessary,  since  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  might  not  otherwise  feel  authori- 
zed to  pay  it  over.    This,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  the 
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coume  taken  by^  indiaiia  to  obtain  ber  txmd  fund, 
reserTed  in  the  aiine  way. 

This  resolution  was  also  adopted  without  a 
division. 

THE  MIdeOURI  BIU.. 

TheHoise  then  again  reuolred  itself  into  a  CO01- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  Rankin,  of  Mississippi,  took  the  floor,  and 
spoke  more  than  an  hour  against  the  restriction. 

Mr.  R.,  observed,  that  Creon,  King  of  Thebes, 
had  been  represented  by  Euripides,  to  have  sent 
a  herahl  to  Athens,  who  inquired  for  the  King 
of  Athens.  Theseus  replied,  ^'You  seek  him  in 
vain ;  this  is  a  free  city,-  and  the  sovereign  power 
is  ifi  all  the  people."  la  our  Gk)vemment.  all  ad- 
nut  the  sovereignty  of  the  people ;  but^  if  tne  aif^u- 
ments  of  gentlemen  who  advoeate  this  restriction 
be  conect.  Congress  possesses  absolute  sovereignty, 
mud  the  people  are  their  servants.  It  is  urged  that, 
although  Congress  has  no  express  delegation  of 
power  in  the  Constitution,  yet  Congress  may,  by 
virtue  of  its  sovereign  power,  impose  any  condi- 
tions on  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union. 
There  is  00  sovereignty  in  Congress,  known  to  the 
Constitution, excent  such  as  is  expressly  delegated; 
the  limits  of  wfaicn  are  clearly  marked  and  defined 
by  that  instrument.  Even  State  governments, 
>vhich  derive  their  powers  immediately  from  the 
people,  are  but  a  portion  of  natural  liberty  or  abso- 
1  ute  sovereignty,  delegated  to  rulers,  to  be  exercised 
for  the  common  wdfare.  The  Federal  Grovem- 
ment,  emanating  from  the  States^  and  wielding  an 
authority  regulating  and  protectmg  the  commu- 
nity of  States,  is  one  degree  farther  removed  from 
the  source  of  power.  In  such  a  Government  we 
are  not  required,  as  g[entlemen  have  contended,  to 
search  the  Constitution  for  prohibitions,  but  we 
search  for  what  is  delegated.  The  silence  of  the 
Constitution  is  our  law — a  mandate  as  prohibitory 
to  our  exercise  of  legislation,  as  the  voice  of  the 
Almighty  to  the  waves  of  ocean.  Its  language  is, 
''  Thus  far  shall  ^ou  go,  and  no  farther."  Depart 
from  these  principles,  and  you  tread  on  dangerous 
grounds.  Imagine  you  possess  an  undefined,  an- 
fimited  sovereignty,  not  delegated,  but  rating  on 
your  capcioious  will,  superior  to  all  ccostitution 
and  laws,  and  you  sap  the  foimdation  of  your  lib- 
erty ',  sooner  or  later  ^ou  are  buried  in  the  ruins  of 
the  superstructure.  Despotism  is  equally  danger- 
ous, odious,  and  oppressive,  whether  exereis^d  by 
an  individual  or  the  National  Legislature.  Des- 
potism is  but  the  arbitrary  exercise  of  powers  lim- 
ited, defined,  and  bounded  by  no  law  but  the  sov- 
ereign will  of  the  despot. 

Without  resorting,  to  general  principles  and  rea- 
soning, the  language  or  the  Constitution  itself  is 
sufficiently  explicit  as  to  what  we  may  do  consti- 
tutionally. Tne  first  article  declares,  that  all  pow- 
ers therem  ^  granted  are  vested  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States."  We  have,  then,  to  inquire,  is 
the  power  to  impose  this  restriction  '^granted"  by 
the  Constitution  1  If  there  be  any  doubt  on  that 
subject,  prudence,  at  least,  fcvbids  us  to  proceed 
farther.  The  9th  and  10th  articles  of  the  amend- 
ments deelare,  "  that  the  enumeration  in  the  Con- 


^  stitntion  of  certain  rights  shall  not  be  construed 
'  lo  deny  or  disparage  others  retained  by  the  peo- 
'  pie  j"  and  "  that  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
'  United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited 
^  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States,  re- 
^  spectively,  or  to  the  people."  I  have  been  par- 
ticular in  making  these  preliminary  remarks,  be- 
cause gentlemen  who  have  occupied  a  distinguish- 
ed ground  in  favor  of  the  restriction  appear  to  rely 
moch  on  the  sovereignty  of  Congress.  It  is  neces- 
sary that  a  thing  so  powerful  in  its  operations 
shcniid  be  clearly  understood. 

Regarding  the  principles  already  laid  down,  let 
us  piroceed  to  examine  the  diliferent  clauses  and 
sections  of  the  Constitution  which  are  sui^xwed  to 
enabk  us  constitutionally  to  impose  this  restriction 
on  Missouri.  In  pursuing  the  course  which  I  had 
originally  designed  for  myself,  (said  Mr.  R.,)  I 
must  necessarily  tread  on  some  of  the  grounds  oc- 
cupied by  the  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me 
in  the  debate.  This  is  a  misfortune  arising  from 
the  necessity  which  has  compelled  me  to  delay 
mv  argument  until  this  period,  luit  would  not  jus- 
tify presenting  it  to  the  Committee  mutiUted  and 
imporfect. 

By  the  9th  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution it  is  dedared,  ^  the  migration  or  importa- 
*•  tion  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States  now 
<  ejiaimf  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be 
^  prohibited  by  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808," 
dMi.  Does  this  delate  any  power  to  Ccmgress  to 
prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves,  even  atter  the 
year  1608  ?  A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Sbhoeant)  says,  that  a  prohibition  01  the  ezemise 
of  a  power  necessarily  implies  that  there  is  a  power 
to  be  restricted.  This  conclusion  is  by  no  means 
necessary.  It  may  proceed  from  abundant  cau- 
tion, in  order  to  avoid  the  doctrine  of  implied 
powersj  which  have  been  so  much  used  in  this 
discussion.  But  even  this  restriction,  which  might, 
at  the  time  the  artkde  was  prenared,  have  apipeared 
necessary,  in  order  to  reconcile  the  contrariety  of 
oDtnions  that  then  existed,  and  quiet  the  jealonsies 
oitfae  S'tales,  beeameumiecessary  when  theamend- 
mente  were  subsequently  adopted,  confining  the 
exercise  of  the  powers  of  Confess  to  what  was 
expressly  delemted.  Many  enlightened  stateanen 
viewed  the  Federal  Qovemment  as  a  monslsr 
crouching  over  the  State  sovereignties,  alreaii^ 
possessed  of  powers^  which  at  some  future  day  it 
would  exert,  sufficient  to  annihilate  them,  and 
therefore  imposed  checks  and  barriers  where  none 
were  necessary.  This  is  mentioned,  not  with  a 
view  of  disturlnng  antecedent  legislation,  but  to 
show  that,  in  the  united  zeal  of  the  North  and 
3ottth  to  termuiate  the  slave  trade,  thev  have  ex- 
ercised a  power  at  least  questionable.  But,  if  ques- 
tionable in  relation  to  that  which  implication  fa- 
vors, how  mnch  more  so  in  regard  to  this  new, 
undefined,  unlimited  assumption  of  sovereignty  ? 

In  the  con^ruction  of  this  section,  said  Mx.  R*, 
we  should  adopt  the  rules  dictated  by  common 
sense,  applicable  to  such  subjects.  Construe  it 
either  literally  or  according  to  tne  spirit  and  mean- 
ing. Goitlemen  in  favor  of  this  restriction  may 
adopt  either,  or  both,  as  will  best  suit  their  pur- 


lasD 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


133C 


H.  or  R. 


Admstion  of  Miswwri, 


FfiBRUARir,  1820. 


pose.  Geotlemen,  not  satisfied  with  this,  ask  us 
to  admit  that  the  word  "  persons"  means  negroes 
or  slaves,  which  meaning  they  derive  from  the 
spirit  and  meaning  of  the  section,  and  adopt  a  lit- 
eral sense  for  the  word  "  migration,"  which  is  said 
to  mean  a  transition  from  one  State  into  another, 
although  you  may  not  travel  a  mile  in  the  pas- 
sage. Heretofore,  when  any  man  was  asked  what 
is  the  meaning  of  this  section,  he  immediately  re- 
plied, '^  to  enable  Congress  to  prohibit  the  slave 
trade  after  the  year  1808."  But,  sir.  to  what  con- 
clusion do  we  arrive  in  construing  tnis  section  lit- 
erally? The  word  "persons"  is  a  generic  term, 
embracing  every  description  of  human  beings,  no 
matter  of  what  complexion,  while  the  words  "  mi- 
gration and  importation"  are  of  equally  extensive 
signification ;  tne  former  including  such  persons 
as  have  volition,  and  can  migrate;  and  the  latter, 
such  as  have  no  volition,  but  are  imported  or  car- 
ried along  by  the  will  of  the  master.  This  signi- 
fication to  the  word  migration,  appears  to  comport 
with  its  original,  or,  what  a  gentleman  from  Del- 
aware (Mr.  McLane)  was  pleased  to  call  its  tech- 
nical use,  being  applied  to  the  passage  of  birds 
from  one  region  into  another,  changing  their  cli- 
mate at  pleasure,  free  as  the  air  they  skim  in  the 
transition.  It  has  been  subsequently  used  to  sig- 
nify a  voluntary  change  of  country  by  individuals 
and  families,  but  never  to  signify  an  involuntary 
removal. 

If  this  word  "  migration"  must  have  a  meaning 
unconnected  with,  and  different  from,  ^*  importa- 
tion," why  not  use  it,  as  many  contend  it  was  ori- 
^nally  designed  by  the  Convention,  to  enable 
Congress  to  prohibit  the  influx  or  migration  of 
foreigners  to  our  country,  after  a  limitcxl  period  ? 
Thb  word  "  migration"  was,  therefore,  either  in- 
tended to  apply  to  emigration  from  Europe,  or, 
what  appears  equally  probable,  was  intenaed,  in 
connexion  with  the  word  "  persons,"  to  disffuise 
this  anti-republican  feature  inourrepuMicanUon- 
stitution.  For  why  should  the  Convention  con- 
ceed  the  words  "  negroes  or  slaves,"  under  the  word 
"  persons,"  and,  in  tne  same  sentence,  speak  of  the 
^  importation"  of  "  persons"  as  they  would  of  a 
bale  of  merchandise?  The  words  "shall  think 
proper  to  admit,"  point  strongly  to  an  admission 
from  abroad,  and  not  to  a  mere  change  of  residence 
within  the  United  States. 

Some  regard,  as  gentlemen  in  opposition  to  the 
principles  I  advocate  have  very  justly  contended, 
ought  to  be  paid  to  a  long^continued  exposition 
of  this  section,  by  legislation  in  relation  to  its  pro- 
visions. The  authorities  produced  by  the  friends 
of  restriction,  to  show  the  respect  which  tribunals 
of  justice  pay  to  this  principle,  will  be  applied  by 
them  while  we  trace  the  course  of  legislation 
adopted  by  Conj^ress  in  relation  to  this  subject. 
Upwards  of  thirty  years  have  elapsed  since  the 
adoption  of  the  ConstitutioUj  during  which  period 
Congress  have,  with  a  vigilance  that  never  re- 
posed, directed  their  efibrts  to  the  aboliti<m  of  the 
slave  trade,  without  even  suspecting  they  pos- 
sessed the  power  now  attempted  to  be  assumed — 
a  power  to  prevent  an  American  citizen  from 
changing  his  residence,  and  carrying  with  him  his 


slave  to  any  section  of  the  Union  where  slav'eryii 
not  prohibited.  How  easily  mu^ht  every  prece^ 
ding  Congress  have  exercised  their  "  humanity^ 
in  preventing  an  "  extension  of  the  evils  of  sk- 
very"  to  the  States  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Lou- 
isiana, Mississippi,  and  Alabama!  Bat  the  wis- 
dom  of  1819  was  alone  competent  to  this  arduoiis 
task;  this  discovery  of  "negatives  pr^piant"  asc 
latent  and  dormant  powers. 

In  1794  Congress  prohibited  "  residents"  in,  or 
"  citizens"  of,  tne  United  States,  from  fitting  ovx 
vessels  for  the  slave  trade,  and,  in  1800,  from  bar- 
ing an  interest  in  vessels  fitted  out  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  act  of  1803  prohibited  the  imf»ortatioe 
of  slaves  into  States  where  slavery  was  prohibited 
by  law,  and  that  of  1807,  passed  in  anticipation  d 
the  period  fixed  in  the  Constitution,  was  intended 
forever  to  terminate  that  traffic  to  the  United 
States.  From  that  period  until  the  last  session  d 
Congress  it  was  believed  by  all  sides  that  w^hai- 
ever  power  was  delegated  by  this  section  had  been 
expended  in  legislation. 

What  construction  was  given  this  article  by 
contemporaneous  expositions  ?  In  that  most  abk 
commentary  on  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  called  the  Federalist,  which  is  known  to 
be  the  joint  production  of  Mr.  Madison,  General 
Hamilton,  and  "  that  sreat  civilian,  Mr.  Jay,"  we 
have  a  construction  wnich  will  be  found  in  Na 
42  of  that  work.  Add  to  this  an  authority,  whic^ 
firentlemen  in  favor  of  this  restriction  will  certainly 
be  disposed  to  respect,  the  opinion  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Convention,  when  m  debate  on  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  They  say  that,  by 
the  old  Articles  of  Confederation,  the  Greneral 
Government  had  no  power  to  prevent  the  impor- 
tation of  slaves  into  tne  States,  and  rejoice  that  a 
period  is  fixed  when  Congress  may  interpose  its 
authority,  and  forever  terminate  this  traffic. 

The  meaning  of  this  section  we  have  from  a 
very  distinguished  man,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
General  Convention  that  formed  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  There  was  a  time  when  the 
brilliancy  of  this  man's  mind  illumined  the  path 
of  reason  and  penetrated  the  labyrinths  of  art  and 
science ;  yesterday  he  was  within  these  walls,  but 
no  longer  what  he  was ;  he  stands  the  melancholy 
wreck  of  intellectual  greatness,  teaching  humilia- 
tion to  human  pride,  and  showing  how  low  man 
can  be  depressed  when  enervating  disease  palsiei 
his  frame,  and  the  hand  of  the  Almighty  presses 
upon  him.  I  refer  to  Luther  Martin,  of  Maryland. 
When  called  upon  by  the  Le^slature  of  his  State 
to  declare  his  objections  to  the  Constitution,  pre- 
viously to  its  adoption,  in  a  written  communica- 
tion to  that  body,  he  declares : 

"  Bv  the  ninth  section  of  this  article,  the  imports- 
tion  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existinf 
shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited, 
prior  to  the  year  1808,  but  a  duty  may  be  imposed  on 
sach  importation." 

«  The  design  of  this  clause  is  to  prevent  the  Gene- 
ral Government  from  prohibiting  the  importation  of 
slaves ;  that  the  same  reasons  which  cansed  them  to 
strike  oat  the  word  *  national/  and  not  admit  the  woid 
<  atamps,'  infloenced  them  here  to  guard  against  the 
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word  slaves ;  they  •nxioasly  soaglit  to  AToid  the  ad* 
mission  of  expressions  which  might  be  odious  in  the 
ears  of  Anerioans,  althongh  they  were  willing  to  ad- 
mit into  their  system  those  things  which  the  expres- 
sion signified ;  and  hence  it  is,  that  the  clause  is  so 
worded  as  to  authorize  the  General  Government  to 
impose  a  duty  of  ten  dollars  on  every  foreigner  who 
comes  into  a  State  to  become  a  citizen,  whether  he 
comes  absolutely  (te^t  or  qualified  so  as  a  servant;  al- 
though this  is  contrary  to  the  design  of  the  framers, 
and  the  duty  was  only  meant  to  extend  to  the  impor- 
tation of  slaves."     P.  65. 

After  obserring  that  the  committee  of  detail  had 
reported  this  clause,  without  limitation  as  to  the- 
time  of  importation,  which  proyision  the  Conven- 
tion rejected,  he  says:  '^they  Were  informed  by 
'  the  delef;ate8  from  South  Carolina  and  Georgia 

*  that  their  States  never  would  agree  to  any  sys- 
'  tern  which  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  General 

*  Government  to  prevent  the  importation  of  slaves, 
'  and  that  they,  as  delegates  from  those  States,  must 

*  withhold  their  assent  from  such  system."  A 
committee,  composed  of  one  member  from  each 
State,  was  chosen,  to  whom  this  subject,  together 
with  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
detail  which  declared  ^^that  no  navigation  act 
shall  be  passed,  without  the  assent  of  two-thirds  of 
the  members  present  in  each  House."  was  referred. 
"  This  committee,"  says  he,  ^^  of  which  also  I  had 
^  the  honor  to  be  a  member,  met,  and  took  into 

*  their  consideration  the  subjects  committed  to 
^  them;  I  found  the  Bastern  States,  notwithstand- 

*  in£r  their  aversion  to  slavery,  very  willing  to  in- 

*  diuge  the  Southern  States,  at  least  with  a  tern- 

*  porary    liberty  to   prosecute   the   slave    trade, 

*  provided  the  Southern  States  would,  in  their  turn, 

*  gratify  them  by  laying  no  restriction  on  the  nav- 
'  igation  acts ;  and  after  a  very  little  time  the  com- 

*  mittee,  by  a  great  majority,  agreed  on  a  report, 

*  by  which  the  General  Government  was  to  be 
'  prohibited  from  preventing  the  importation  of 

*  slaves,  for  a  limited  time,  and  the  restrictive 

*  clause  relative  to  navigation  acts  was  to  be 
'  omitted." 

He  adds,  in  page  58,  "  You  will  perceive,  sir, 

*  not  only  that  the  General  Gh>vernment  is  pro- 

*  hibited  from  interfering  in  the  slave  trade,  b^MMre 

*  the  year  1808,  but  there  is  no  provision  in  the 

*  Constitution  that  it  shall  afterwards  be  prohib- 

*  ited,  nor  any  security  that  such  prohibition  will 

*  ever  take  place." 

This  statement  is  not  made  from  frail  memory, 
after  time  had  almost  effaced  the  recollection  of 
scenes  long  transpired,  but  is  history  itself,  record- 
ing events  while  transacting. 

By  the  second  clause  of  the  third  section  and 
fourth  article  of  the  Constitution,  "  Congress  shall 

*  have  power  to  dispose  of  and  make  ul  needful 
'  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or 

*  other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States; 

*  and  nothing  in  this  Constitution  shall  be  so  con- 

*  stnied  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United 
'  States,  or  of  any  particular  State."  The  power 
here  delegated  mav  have  full  scope  in  regulating 
the  settlement  autnorizing  a  temporary  legislation, 
and  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  without  attempt- 


ing to  seize  or  legislate  away  private  property. 
The  words  <<  other  propertyr,"  in  this  clause,  strong- 
ly intimate  that  construction.  But,  said  he,  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  am  not  disposed  to  pursue  a  course 
of  reasoning  that  may  appear  too  refined.  Con- 
gress can  make  all  ^  needml  rules  and  regulations" 
respecting  their  "territory."  Needful  does  not 
mean  mere  expediency,  but  something  really  ne- 
cessary to  be  done.  The  most  that  the  advocates 
of  this  restriction  can  say  is,  that,  in  their  opinion, 
it  is  expedient.  Again,  sir,  is  this  a  rule  and  reg- 
ulation respecting  your  territory  ?  As  much  so  as 
the  constitution  of  Missouri,  when  formed  for  the 
State,  will  be  a  constitution  for  the  Territory  of 
Missouri.  When  your  paternal  government  has 
expired,  and  Missouri  is  no  longer  a  Territory,  she 
enjoys  this  legacy.  Make  her  whole  constitution, 
and  call  this  leg^lation  for  your  territory ;  for  if 
you  can  make  one  article,  you  can,  with  eqnal 
justice,  make  the  constitution,  and  entirely  dis- 
pense with  the  voice  of  the  people. 

By  the  first  clause  of  the  fourth  article  and  sec- 
ond section  of  the  Constitution,  "  Congress  shall 
guaranty  to  every  State  in  the  Union  a  republi- 
can form  of  government"  The  power  to  impose 
this  restriction  is  derived,  by  some  gentlemen,  irom 
this  section,  because,  say  they,  no  constitution  can 
be  republican  in  which  slavery  is  not  prohibited. 
The  word  "  guaranty"  neither  gives  the  power  of 
imposing  conditions,  nor  does  it  mean  to  form,  or 
assist  in  the  formation  of  a  government ;  but  pre- 
supposes the  existence  of  a  State  government  to  be 
guarantied.  This  provision  was  intended  to  pro- 
tect, fa^  the  strength  of  the  Union,  the  State  sove- 
reignties, in  case  foreign  influence  or  internal 
commotions  should  render  the  States  incapable  of 
supporting,  separately,  their  republican  institu- 
tions. In  this  opinion  I  am  supported  by  the  terms 
used,  and  by  the  excellent  commentary  previously- 
referred  to  m  this  argument.  This  article  cannot, 
then,  confer  the  power  contended  for  by  the  friends 
of  the  amendment.  But,  at  all  events,  the  Con- 
vention could  not  have  intended  that  the  constitu- 
tions of  new  States  should  be  more  republican  than 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  con- 
stitutions of  tbe  original  States,  in  which  slavery 
luid  been  recognised,  and  the  right  to  that  species 
of  property  guarantied. 

The  first  clause  of  the  third  section  and  fourth 
article  of  the  Constitution  declares,  "New  States 
may  be  admitted  by  Congress  into  the  Union." 
This  is  really  the  only  clause  in  the  Constitution 
which  dele^tes  any  power  to  Congress  in  relation 
to  the  admission  or  Missouri.  The  other  grounds 
hare  been  noticed,  because  they  had  been  relied  on 
by  gentlemen  in  tavor  of  restriction ;  "  may"  ex- 
presses a  discretionary  power — a  power  to  admit, 
and  a  power  to  refuse  admission,  but  nothing  more. 
I  have  (said  Mr.  R.)  heard  this  called  an  universal 
proposition,  which,  according  to  the  reasoning  of 
gentlemen,  means,  that  if  you  are  authorized  to  do 
a  specific  act,  you  may,  by  virtue  of  that  authority, 
do  any  thing  else  you  please  in  relation  to  the  sud- 
ject  for  which  that  act  is  to  be  performed.  Gen- 
tlemen would  argue,  if  you  may  admit  a  man  into 
your  house,  you  may  compel  him  to  enter  the 
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-mndow,  or  eome  down  the  chimDey ;  or  you  may 
impose  any  coDditions  on  him  when  he  enters — 
soch  as  bmding  him  neck  and  heels,  rifling  his 
pockets,  or  cutting  his  throat.  It  has  been  said 
that  many  things  are  necessarily  implied,  when 
not  expressed  in  the  Constitution,  being  necessair 
to  cariry  the  original  powers  into  effect ;  this  is  ao- 
mitted,  but  not  to  the  extent  for  which  gentlemen 
contend.  We  do  not  admit  that  this  restriction  is 
at  all  necessary  to  carry  the  power  of  admission 
into  effect.  The  power  of  admitting  renders  the 
power  of  passing  a  law  for  the  admission,  and  ex- 
tending the  benefits  of  the  Union  to  the  State, 
when  admitted,  necessary ;  but  does  not  confer  on 
Congress  the  power  to  frame  a  constitution  for, 
»nd  strip  the  people  of  their  sovereiffnty. 

This  restriction  has  also  been  caUed  a  compact. 
Yes,  sir,  the  same  kind  of  a  compact  a  victorious 
anny  makes  with  a  place  whose  defenders,  worn 
out  by  fiitigue  and  famine,  are  compelled  to  ac- 
cept tne  terms  dictaled  by  power ;  the  same  kind 
of  a  compact  the  Romans  made  with  the  saTa|re 
fiBennns,  when  he  east  his  sword  into  the  scale 
tbst  increased  her  ransom.  You  say  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Missouri,  on  this  condition  yon  shall  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  and,  instead  of  asking  them 
to  make  an  agreement  with  y^u,  allowing  them  the 
pririiejfe  of  accepting  or  rejecting  it,  the  agree- 
onent  IS  made  by  yoo,  and  presented  to  them  to 
execute.  The- condition  of  their  refusal  is  a  per- 
petual state  of  colonial  vassalage;  this  you  call 
an  agreement — a  compact !  Why,  sir,  in  order  to 
make  a  valid  compact,  reason,  as  well  as  law,  de- 
clares, that  there  must  be  parties  able  to  contract, 
and  willing  to  contract ;  aole  to  accept  and  reject 
the  terms  proposed.  Is  Missouri  willing  to  enter 
into  this  compact  with  you  ?  She  protests  against 
your  usurpation — ^not  naving  the  equal  power  to 
resist,  she  can  only  protest.  The  General  Qoy- 
ernment  may  enter  into  a  compact  binding  upon 
the  nation  when  acting  within  the  scope  of  the 
aatharity  d^egated  by  the  Constitution ;  but  they 
have  no  more  power  to  seize  on  the  rights  of  the 
freemen  of  Missouri,  and  then  require  of  them,  as 
a  peace-offering,  a  portion  of  those  rights,  than  I 
have  to  enter  ^e  house  of  my  nei^bor,  to  which 
I  have  no  color  of  claim,  and  require  of  him,  as  a 
condition  for  myieaving  him  in  the  peaceable  pos- 
session of  his  property,  the  use  of  one  of  his  apart- 
ments forever.  Cannot  Missouri  enter  into  a  com- 
pact? Yes,  says  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
Biia,  (Mr.  Sbrgbant,)  States  have  made,  and  are 
ca|MLble-of  making,  contracts.  Did  not  Virginia, 
says  he,  make  a  compact  with  the  United  States, 
&«.,  in  ceding  the  Northwestern  Territory  ?  Let 
me  ask  the  gentleman,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  was 
Virginia  when  she  made  this  'compact — a  Terri- 
tory, or  a  free  independent  State ;  her  constitution 
formed,  and  capable  of  rejecting  unjust  requisi- 
tions 1  Is  that  the  condition  or  Missouri  ?  No, 
sir :  terms  are  prescribed  which  they  are  unwilling 
to  accept,  and  which  they  have  no  State  capacity 
either  to  receive  or  reject.  By  the  gentleman's 
reasoning,  a  sovereign,  independent  State  can  make 
a  compact,  therefore  the  Territory  of  Missouri  can 
do  so;  a  man  can  make  a  binding  agreement, 


therefore  a  child  can  enter  into  a  valid  obligation. 
Again,  sir,  it  has  been  said  that  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri are  receiving  a  consideration  for  this  *^  sur- 
render of  a  portion  of  their  municipal  rights" — 
their  admission  into  the  Union.  Why,  sir,  to  this 
they  are  entitled  already,  by  the  treaty  of  1803, 
entered  into  with  the  Government  of  France,  by 
which  Louisiana  was  ceded  to  the  United  States, 
and  by  which  it  is  stipulated,  that  "  the  inhabitants 
*  of  tne  ceded  territory  shall  be  incorporated  into 
^  the  union  of  the  United  States,  and  admitted,  as 
^  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of 
'  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all 
^  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citi- 
<  zens  of  the  United  States ;  and  in  the  meantime 
'  they  shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the 
^  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the 
'  religion  which  they  profess." 

The  price  of  their  admission  into  the  Union  is 
already  paid,  and,  if  you  regard  the  treaty,  they 
must  be  admitted.  Tour  ^  may"  in  the  Consti- 
tution is  converted  into  ''shall"  in  the  treaty. 
You  have  bought  a  tract  of  land,  and  paid  the 
consideration  stipulated  in  the  deed  solemnly  exe- 
cuted, yet  the  vender  refuses  to  ^ive  you  posses- 
sion without  you  pay  him  an  additional  consider- 
ation. If  such  demands  wt>uld  be  iniquitous  in 
transactions  between  individuals,  how  much  more 
so  when  mad«  by  a  nation,  boasting  of  its  justice 
and  magnanihiity  1 

It  has  been  said  that  there  is  no  power  to  com- 
plain of  a  violation  of,  or  to  enforce  an  obedience 
to,  this  treaty.  Shall  we,  therefore,  not  perform 
our  engagements,  because  we  cannot  be  coerced  ? 
The  honest  heart  revolts  at  such  a  proposition. 
Justice  commands  the  performance  of  our  engage- 
ments, although  there  is  no  power  to  enforce,  and 
no  eye  sees  our  delinquency.  A  great  and  mag- 
nanimous people  should  scorn  such  a  subterfuge. 

Congress,  say  gentlemen,  have  the  power  of  ad- 
mitting new  States,  and  the  treaty-makinff  power 
had  no  right  to  stipulate  for  the  admission  of  Louis- 
iana into  the  Union.  The  second  clause  of  the 
sixth  article  of  the  Constitution  declares,  that  "all 
treaties  made  by  the  Authority  of  the  United  States 
are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land."  "  By  the  au- 
thority," must  mean  the  treaty-making  piower,  the 
President  and  Senate,  in  whom  the  power  is  vested. 
The  authority  of  the  United  States  ha«  made  this 
treaty,  and  the  House  of  Representatives  has  re- 
peatedly sanctioned  its  provisions.  Whatever  ob- 
jection might  have  b^n  made  jMreviously  to  its 
ratification,  because  of  its  interra^ence  with  the 
power  vested  in  Congress  to  admit  new  States, 
the  obiection  now  comes  too  late.  The  Senate 
could  have  made  no  appropriation  of  money  for 
the  purchase  of  Louisiana  without  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Representatives.  This  con- 
currence was  a  pledge,  on  the  part  of  that  branch 
of  the  National  Legislature,  tnat  the  stipulations 
of  the  treaty  should  oe  performed.  Your  legisla- 
tion for  the  territory  ceded,  and  the  admission  of 
Louisiana,  were  additional  pledges.  You  have 
surveyed  the  public  lands,  pocketed  the  money, 
and  enjoyed  all  the  advanta^  of  the  cession,  and 
now  refuse  to  comply  with  your  agreement,  be- 
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cause  you  sav  the  President  and  Senate  had  no 
power  to  malce  the  treaty,  and  there  is  no  power 
to  compel  you  to  perform  your  i^eement  if  raltd. 
From  the  treaty  of  1808,  erery  successive  Con- 
gna»  has,  in  some  shape,  recognised  the  validity 
of  this  treaty,  and  given  some  pledge  that  its  stip- 
ulation should  he  regarded  until  we,  mcffe  wise, 
but,  perhaps,  less  just,  than  our  predecessors,  have 
discovered  that  it  was  made  without  authority, 
and  is  void !  Had  not  the  people  who  removed 
to  that  country  under  your  former  course  of  legis- 
lation aright  to  expect  that  security,  for  themselves 
and  their  property,  which  the  treaty  promised? 

This  treaty  declares  who  shall  he  mcarpoiated 
into  the  Union,  when  they  shall  he  incerpotated, 
to  what  they  shall  he  entitled  when  incorporated, 
and  promises,  in  the  meantime,  security  to  their 
liberty  and  property.  In  the  meantime,  must  indi- 
cate a  time  between  two  pjoints — the  points  here 
indicated  are,  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  and 
their  admission  into  the  Union.  Congress  might, 
in  the  meantime,  have  prohibited  the  settlement  of 
the  country  from  other  parts  of  the  Union ;  but  if 
they  permitted  others  to  settle  there^  being  inhabi- 
tftnts  of  the  ceded  territory,  at  the  time  of  its  ad- 
misaion  into  the  Union,  tney  were  ntoessary  to 
enjoy  the  privileges  of  admission  into  the  Union. 
Congress  could  not  admit  the  original  inhabitants 
and  exclude  others  there  at  the  time  of  its  admis- 
sion ;  nor  could  thev  disregard  the  rights  of  those 
who  settled  there  subsequent  to  the  treaty ;  for  all 
who  are  inhabitants,  '^  in  the  meantime,"  are  se- 
cured in  their  property  and  liberty."  When  are 
they  to  be  admittea  ?  '^80  soon  as  possible,  con- 
sistent with  the  pnnciples  of  the  Constitution ;"  so 
soon  as  they  have  the  number  heretofore  required 
for  such  admission.  Having  that  number,  they 
now  ask  you  to  perform  your  stipulation,  and  can 
yon  justly  refuse?  To  what  are  they  to  be  enti- 
tled, when  admitted  into  the  Union  ?  To  the  en- 
joyment of  all  the  '^  rights,  advantages,  uid  tm- 
miinities,  of  citizens  of  the  United  States."  Yet 
yoo  deny  them  one  of  the  most  essential  and  dear- 
est riffhts,  the  right  to  form  their  own  constitution, 
and  wiape  their  own  municipal  reguhitiotts.  They 
are  what  you  have  agreed  they  shall  be,  with  this 
degraduig  ezcqption,  this  surrender  of  municipal 
rights.  This  word  ^' shall,"  in  the  treaty,  talces 
away  discretion,  and  we  must  either  disrmird  the 
treaty,  or  admit  Missouri — ^not  stripped  01  its  sov* 
ereiffn  power,  but  on  a  footing  with  theother  States, 
to  ail  the  '^riehts,  advantages,  and  hnrauaities," 
of  citiseDs  of  the  United  States. 

The  ordinance  of  1787  has  been  resorted  to  for 
the  puqMse  of  showing  that  Congress  has  ex«^ 
cisea  this  power,  and  may  therefore  now  do  the 
same.  There  is  no  crime  that  could  not  be  justi- 
fied by  reasoning  in  this  mode:  such  things  have 
been  done,  therefore  they  are  right!  This  ordi^ 
nance  waa  passed  under  the  Articles  of  Confed- 
eration, previously  to  the  adoption  of  the  Consti- 
tution, and  cannot  prove  that  such  an  ordinance 
would  have  been  authorized  by  the  Constitution. 
Subsequent  legislation  only  went  to  carrv  into  efiect 
what  had  been  promised  prior  to  the  Cfonstitution 

Gentlemen  have  called  to  their  aid  the  Declara- 


tion of  Independence :  "  AH  men  are  bom  equally 
free  and  independent!  Those  who  believe  that 
this  declaration  gives  libertv  to  every  slave  in  the 
Union,  will  find  a  learned  cnapter  on  that  subject, 
in  a  ludicrous  wtM-k  written  oy  Judge  Brecken- 
ridge,  of  Pennsylvania,  called  Modem  Chivalry, 
to  which  I  refer  the  gentlemen.  But  is  this  polit- 
ical maxim  indeed  true?  Then  I  suppose  an  in- 
cident of  that  freedom  and  independence  would 
be,  that  every  people  have  a  right  to  adopt  their 
own  government  and  laws.  Do  you  not  deny  this 
privilege  to  the  people  of  Missouri  ?  In  your  zeal 
to  extend  liberty  to  the  slave,  you  take  away 
from  freemen  of  your  own  color,  and  entitled  to 
equal  rights  with  you,  their  "  inalienable  rights." 
The  pec^e  of  Missouri  ask  the  privilege  of  form- 
ing their  own  constitution,  ana  you  deny  them 
that  privilege,  unless  they  adopt  an  article  which 
you  prescrioe.  Have  we  so  soon  forgotten  that 
our  tathers  resisted  similar  usurpations  of  power 
attempted  by  England — fought  and  established  the 
independence  we  now  enjoy?  Other  gentlemen 
derive  this  power  fk>om  that  part  of  the  Constitu- 
tion which  enables  Conjjjess  to  provide  for  the 
"  general  wdfare :"  nothing  can  be  more  danger- 
ous than  this  doctrine.  lYhen  Napoleon  annihi- 
lated the  €h>vernment,  and  seized  the  liberties  of 
France,  he  said,  this  is  demanded  by  the  general 
wdfare.  When  Cesar  subverted  (he  libnties  of 
Rome,  he  professed  to  be  providing  for  the  general 
welfare.  When  Cromwell  turned  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain  out  of  deors,^  he  professed  to  be 
acting  for  the  general  welfare.  The  genius  of 
desolation,  seated  on  the  rains  of  empires,  speaks, 
as  a  voice  from  the  tombs  to  you,  to  '*  beware  01 
the  exercise  of  this  dan^ous  power."  The  de- 
parted Groveraments  of^  Carthage,  Greece,  and 
Rome,  of  Venice,  and  of  Switzerland,  hail  your 
advances  in  this  path  of  the  sepulchre  of  nations. 
The  friends  of  restriction  plant  a  dagger  in  the 
bosom  of  their  country^nd  call  this  providing  for 
the  general  welfare.  They  excite  the  most  awful 
discord  am<mg  the  members  of  this  House,  which 
enters  into  and  distracts  all  its  deliberations,  and 
excites  the  most  alarming  ferment  in  the  commu- 
nity, and  call  this  humanity.  Humanity  to  our 
country  forbids  agitating  a  auestion  so  well  calcu- 
lated to  disturb  the  repose  or  society. 

Is  it  jfttstioe  to  the  States  of  the  Union  where 
slavery  is  tolerated,  to  prohibit  them  ftom  a  set-> 
tlement  in  Missouri,  mirchased  by  the  common 
funds  of  the  nation  7  The  exclusion  is  not  direct, 
because  it  would  not  be  borne  in  that  shape ;  but 
if  I  cannot  enter  there  with  my  property,  which 
habit,  or  something  else,  has  rendered  necessary  to 
me,  I  am  excluded.  What  answer  can  we  make 
to  the  people  of  Missouri  when  they  ask,  ^'  is  not 
s^f-goverament  our  right,  our  privilege,  and  our 
inheritance?"  "Can  you  divest  us  of  our  prop- 
erty without  OUT  consent  ?"  "  When  emancipation 
has  taken  place  in  other  parts  of  the  Union,  the 
people,  by  their  Representatives,  consented  to  the 
divestiture  of  their  rights;  but  we  are  to  be  divested 
of  our  rights,  without  representation,  by  the  strong 
arm  of  Uonmss,  and  that  in  the  name  of  con- 
science and  humanity." 
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I  cannot,  said  he,  pass  unnoticed  the  course 
which  has  been  adopted,  in  relation  to  this  subject, 
and  which,  in  the  language  of  Mr.  Jay,  has  been 
effected  by  a  "  plan  of  co-operation"  in  the  com- 
munity. The  people  intend  to  be  just  to'  them- 
selves and  their  Representatives ;  but  how  readily 
may  they  be  deceived !  A  meeting  is  called,  at 
which  the  horrors  of  slavery  are  painted  in  the 
most  flowing  colors — ^the  honest  sympathies  of 
every  individual  present  are  excited,  and,  when 
wrought  almost  to  frenzy,  they  are  seriously  asked, 
are  you.willing  to  extend  this  evil  ?  No !  resounds 
from  a  thousand  tongues.  No  inquiry  if  the  con- 
dition of  the  slave  will  not  be  ameliorated  by  "  this 
extension."  The  Constitution  is  either  never  men- 
tioned, or  such  a  construction  given  it  as  suits  the 
public  feeling.  Gentlemen  should  recollect  that 
this  method  of  construing  the  Constitution,  by 
popular  assemblies,  is  at  least  dangerous,  and  that 
the  example  now  given  may  be  imitated  at  some 
future  day,  when  they  would  willingly  forget  what 
has  now  transpired.  On  matters  of  interest  and 
feelingi  the  people  must  be  consulted ;  but  I  have 
sworn  to  Support  this  Constitution,  and  who  shall 
determine  for  me,  whether  this  act  is  a  violation 
of  my  oath  or  not?  In  the  midst  of  such  popular 
excitement,  the  prejudiced  and  corrupt  are  carried 
along  by  the  current,  the  timid  abandon  their  con- 
sciences, and  upright  men  too  often  fall  a  sacrifice 
to  their  integrity.  Could  any  plan  of  "  co-opera- 
tion" be  necessary  to  bring  the  members  ot  this 
House  to  a  correct  discharge  of  their  duty  ?  The 
feelings,  both  of  the  North  and  South,  were  en- 
listed in  favor  of  an  amelioration  of  the  condition 
of  the  slave ;  but  a  regard  for  the  Constitution, 
the  treaty,  the  general  ri£rhts  of  the  people  of  the 
Union,  and  otthe  peoj^e  of  Missouri,  prevent 
them  from  interfering.  The  "extension  of  sla- 
very !"  This  is  a  deceitful  term.  If,  by  extend- 
ing, you  mitigate  the  evils,  such  an  extension  is 
humanity,  is  mercy.  No  man  has  passed  through 
the  States  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Mississippi, 
and  Alabama,  who  does  not  know  that  their  con- 
dition is  much  better  there  than  in  the  old  States. 
By  the  same  reasoning  you  give  to  the  unfortunate 
prisoner  the  light,  the  pure  air  of  Heaven,  and 
wholesome  food ;  and  you  call  this  an  extension  of 
his  evils.  You  confine  him  to  his  loathsome  dun- 
geon, his  brown  bread,  and  his  galling  fetters,  and 
you  call  this  huvMmUy,  The  supposition  that  you 
are  opening  a  market,  and  thereby  tempting  an 
illicit  tramc,  is  ideal.  The  present  price  is  suffi- 
cient to  temnt  avarice,  and  an  increase  of  value 
can  scarcely  be  expected  from  any  reasonable  mode 
of  calculation. 

We  are  told  "  not  to  be  alarmed ;"  there  is  no 
disposition  to  disturb  property,  in  slaves,  in  the  old 
thirteen  States.  I  judge  of  tne  intentions  of  gen- 
tlemen from  the  principles  they  advocate.  We  are 
told  that  Congress  may,  when  the  Constitution  is 
silent,  exercise  its  sovereign  power ;  that  all  men, 
among  whom  are  slaves,  are  born  equally  free  and 
independent ;  that  Congress  can  do  any  thing  con- 
ceived necessary  for  the  general  welfare,  and  that 
slavery  is  a  great  evil  and  ought  to  be  abolished ; 
that  Congress,  having  the  power  to  regulate  com- 


merce, and  prohibit  migration,  can  prevent  the 
passage  of  slaves  from  one  State  to  another. 
These  doctrines  lead  to  an  unlimited  exercise  of 
power — ^to  a  declaration  that  slavery  does  not  exist 
within  the  United  States;  but  if  it  does,  that  Con- 
gress may  abolish  it,  or  confine  it  to  narrow  limits ; 
yet  we  are  told  not  to  be  alarmed.  You  conduct 
us  to  an  awful  precipices  and  hold  us  over  it,  in 
your  tremblinff  hands,  while  you  call  to  us,  do  not 
oe  alarmed.  We  cannot  but  feel  alarmed  for  the 
security  of  our  property;  when  su(^h  principles  are 
advocated  we  assure  you  we  are  alarmed.  Should 
you  succeed,  it  is  questionable  whether  you  gain 
any  thing  for  the  slave.  No  respect  for  the  Con- 
stitutional princi|ples  induces  you  to  urge  this  re- 
striction— humanity  towards  your  country,  already 
rent  by  discord,  forbids  widemng  the  breach.  I  do 
not  speak  of  disunion.  I  hope  our  Union  will  be 
as  perpetual  as  the  rocks  and  mountains  of  our 
continent.  Disunion  is  a  subject  which  I  fear  to 
have  rendered  familiar  to  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try. But  may  I  not  call  to  gentlemen  in  pursuit 
of  this  imagmary  food — "  SjMire,  oh  spare  your 
country  the  evils  which  the  agitation  of  this  ques* 
tion  has  produced,  and  must  necessarily  produce^ 
in  this  hitherto  happy  nation.  Let  us  not,  in  pur- 
suit of  phantoms,  destroy  this  last  asylum  of  the 
oppressed,  the  only  resting  place  of  lioerty,  exiled 
from  every  othex  portion  of  the  world." 

Mr.  Hendricks,  of  Indiana,  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  Rising,  at  this  late  hour  of  the 
debate,  and  preceded  by  many  who  were  prominent 
and  powerful  in  the  oiscussions  on  this  floor,  it  is 
not  to  be  expected  that  very  much  remains  for  me 
to  say.  This,  however,  is  a  circumstance  which 
I  do  not  regret,  for  it  is  not  my  purpose  or  intention 
to  say  much.  Sir,  at  an  early  period  of  this  dis- 
cussion, it  was  my  intention  to  have  offered,  at 
large,  to  the  Committee,  my  views  on  this  subject, 
but  not  having  been  fortunate  enough  to  have  oc- 
cupied the  floor  at  that  stage  of  the  debate,  I  find 
much  of  the  j^ound  which  I  had  marked  out  for 
myself  occupied,  and  successfully,  as  I  think,  oc- 
cupied by  others. 

With  that  ground,  sir,  I  shall  have  as  little  to  do 
as  possible.  I  will  not  tire  the  Committee  in 
wandering  unnecessarily  upon  it,  but  will  ask  their 
indulgence  while  I  say  a  few  words,  which  appear 
to  me  necessary  to  be  said,  and  which  are  some  of 
my  reasons  for  the  vote  I  expect  to  give  on  the 
proposition  now  before  the  Committee.  Sir,  my 
apology  for  troubling  the  Committee  is,  the  interest 
which,  with  others,  I  take  in  this  great  question, 
and  the  circumstance  that  that  portion  of  the 
Union,  of  which  I  am  a  citizen  and  a  Represen- 
tative, seems  to  have  become,  in  a  great  measure, 
the  theatre  of  this  debate. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  history  of  the  Northwestern 
Territory  is  connected  with  the  earliest  and  the 
proudest  days^of  this  Republic,  and  its  history  in 
times  to  come  will  show  it  warmly  and  devotion- 
ally  attached  to  the  rights  of  the  States  and  the 
integrity  of  the  Union.  Sir,  there  is  nothing  for- 
tuitous or  uncertain  in  this  opinion.  The  States 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  are  standing  monu- 
ments of  the  magnanimity  oi  an  ancient  and  re- 
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soectable  State,  ( Vireinia.)  They  are  moniiments  | 
also  of  a  wise  and  liberal  policy,  whence  springs 
their  happy  institutions,  and  their  freedom-  from 
slavery,  that  great  evil  of  the  Soath.  They  show 
a  policy  of  the  General  Grovernment,  which,  should 
it  roll  on  with  the  flood  of  emigration  to  the  West, 
will  add  a  constellation  to  your  Union,  equal  in 
lustre  to  the  brightest  star  of  the  East.  This  is 
the  view  of  the  amendment  under  discussion — an 
amend^ient  which  commands  my  approbation  and 
coerces  my  support.  An  amendment,  objectionable, 
say  gentlemen,  because  Congress  have  not  the  Con- 
stitutional power  to  enact  it.  Those  who  oppose 
the  restriction  of  slavery  in  Missouri  call  for  the 
Constitutional  provision,  which  authorizes  the 
measure — call  for  the  speaking  index  which  points 
to  this  question,  as  though  every  measure  of  the 
Government  could  have  been  anticipated,  and  all 
its  future  incidents  seen  by  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

Mr.  Chairman^  the  language  of  the  Constitution 
is  plain  enough  (or  me.  And  here  let  me  remark, 
that  this  amendment  presents  itself  to  my  nund 
in  a  point  of  view  different  from  that  in  which  it 
appears  to  be  considered,  by  most  gentlemen  who 
have  spoken  of  it.  This  amendment  is  objected 
to,  because  it  is  understood  to  propose  conditions 
for  the  State  of  Missouri.  This  is  not  the  way  I 
understand  it.  It  speaks  to  the  people  of  Missouri 
Territory,  and  not  to  the  State  of  Missouri.  To 
the  people  of  the  Missouri  Territory,  and  to  the 
people  of  all  the  territories,  we  have  been  in  the 
La  bit  of  speaking.  Even  gentlemen  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  question  admit  we  may  speak  to  them. 

Sir,  I  think,  in  the  progress  of  this  discussion,  it 
has  be^n  clearly  made  out  that  Congress  may  impose 
conditions.  Indeed,  this  seems  of  necessity  to  be 
admitted  on  all  hands,  for  without  admitting  this 

Erinciple  we  cannot  justify  the  government  we 
old  over  the  territories,  or  the  control  we  hold  over 
the  public  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  new 
States.  Sir,  in  this  case,  we  do  not  dictate  to,  or 
impose  conditions  on,  the  State.  We  only  say  to 
the  people  of  the  Territory  what  we  consider  ne- 
cessary for  their  constitution  to  contain,  and  with- 
out wnich  they  are  not  to  expect  admission  into 
the  Union.  They  are  not  possessed  of  sovereign 
State  powers  when  making  this  constitution,  nor 
^vrhen  it  is  made,  until  Congress  shall  admit  them 
into  the  Union.  This  ceremon^r  of  admission  has 
been  deemed  necessary  in  the  history  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, in  relation  to  all  the  new  States.  Their 
sovereign  State  power  is  derived  from  the  consti- 
tation,  which  has  not  force  or  efficacy  until  ap- 
proved by  Con^rress.  It  is  true  the  power  which 
made  this  constitution  was  in  existence  before,  but 
it  was  chaos  reduced  by  these  proceedings  to  con- 
sistency and  order. 

But,  it  is  said  that,  by  this  amendment,  you  re- 
quire these  conditions  to  be  adopted  by  Missouri, 
and  to  come  from  her,  because  Congress  have  not 
the  power  to  make  or  impose  them.  This,  sir,  is 
true,  and  is  correct,  in  the  same  way  that  the  first 
party  to  a  contract  must  obtain  the  consent  of  the 
second  party  before  the  contract  is  complete ;  but, 
after  that  consent  is  obtained,  the  first  party  has 
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the  same  advantage  from  it,  and  it  is  as  binding  on 
the  second  party  as  if  all  had  been  originally  in 
the  power  of  the  first  party ;  for,  in  truth^  this  is 
nothing  more  or  less  than  a  contract,  and  it  is  one 
of  those  contracts  .which,  though  made  in  the  mi- 
nority of  Missouri,  will  be  binding  on  her  after  she 
shall  arrive  at  full  9ge.  I  deny,  then,  Mr.  Chair^ 
man,  that  any  thins  required  oy  this  amendment 
is  to  be  done  in  the  character  or  capacity  of  a  State, 
on  the  part  of  Missouri. 

Again,  sir,  the  treaty.  The  third  article  of  the 
treaty  so  much  spoken  of  in  this  debate,  could  not 
have  been  intenaed  to  pass  the  boundaries  of  the 
Constitution.  If  such  were  its  stipulations,  those 
stipulations  could  not  be  carried  into  effect.  Sir, 
what  created  the  treaty-making  power  ?  The 
Constitution ;  and  the  moment  tne  treaty-making 
power  passes  the  boundaries  of  the  Constitution, 
that  moment  its  powers  become  annihilated.  We 
are  told  that  it  is  now  too  late  to  object  to  the 
treaty — ^that  it  has  been  ratified  by  the  Senate,  and 
sanctioned  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  the 
passage  of  laws  to  carry  it  into  effect.  Sir,  I  do 
not  oDJect  to  the  validity  of  the  treaty.  Tiie  ac- 
quisition of  Louisiana  was  one  of  tne*  happiest 
epochs  of  our  political  history  since  the  close  of  the 
Revolution,  out  I  object  to  any  construction  of 
that  treaty  unknown  to  and  unauthorized  by  the 
Constitution.  I  object  to  any  construction  of  the 
treaty  which  would  do  away  tne  discretion  of  Con- 
gress in  the  admission  of  new  States.  Can  any 
unconstitutional  stipulation  in  a  treaty  gain  strengtn 
by  the  ratification  of  the  Senate,  or  the  passage  of 
a  law  by  Congress  to  carry  that  treaty  into  enect  ? 
Surely  not.  Suppose,  for  mstance,  that  the  treaty- 
making  power  had  stipulated  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  officers,  and  the  authority  of  training 
the  militia  of  the  States  to  be  formed  west  of  the 
Mississippi^  should  be  reserved  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States, — would  gentlemen  tell  us 
that  the  stipulation  could  be  carried  into  effect  *? 
No ;  because  such  stipulation  would  be  contrary  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Such  stip- 
ulation would  be  an  infringement  of  the  rights  of 
the  States.  And  are  we  not  to  ffuard  the  rights  of 
the  General  Government,  as  w^  as  those  of  the 
States  7  The  treaty,  then,  I  understand  as  placing 
the  inhabitants  of  itL'Q  province  of  Louisiana  in 
the  same  situation  they  would  have  been  in  if  they 
had  been  included  witnin  the  original  limits  estah- 
lished  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace. 

Sir,  ii'  the  treaty-making  power  can  pass  the 
limits  of  the  Constitution,  it  could  have  provided 
that  the  States  to  be  formed  in  the  province  of 
Louisiana  could  have  the  power  of  making  war  or 
peace,  or  of  creating  titles  of  nobility.  The  lan- 
guage of  the  treaty  is,  in  substance,  the  language 
of  the  Constitution ;  and  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities conferred  on  the  Louisianian  must  be  such 
privileges  and  immunities  as  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  can  bestow,*  for,  accordinj^  to 
the  principles  of  the  gentlemen  opposed,  neither 
the  treaty  nor  the  Constitution  can  confer  on  the 
ancient  inhabitant  of  Louisiana  the  rights  and 
privileges  which  result  firom  the  regulations  of  a 
State,  and  which  are  the  o£&pring  of  municipal 
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Ibw,  because  these  things,  say  gentlemen,  are  the 
prero^cives  of  State  soyereignties,  and  cannot  be 
exercised  by  Confess.  Then,  what  are  the  priyi- 
leges  and  immunities  of  an  inhabitant  of  Louisi- 
ana under  the  treaty  and  the  Constitution  ?  They 
are  simply  those  ot  a  citizen,  distinguished  from  a 
fofei^er  or  an  alien.  The  inhabitant  of  Louisi- 
ana IS  not  subject  to  the  requisitions  of  an  alien 
law ;  he  becomes  at  once  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  The  treaty,  then,  does  not  seem  to  stand 
in  the  way  of  the  free  operation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion— ^the  practice  and  policy  of  the  Crovernment — 
in  the  admission  of  new  States.  There  is  no  guar- 
anty in  the  treaty  in  favor  of  adventurers  to  the 
country,  or  in  favor  of  the  Louisianian,  after  he 
shall  have  become  a  member  of  the  State  Qov- 
emment. 

The  force  of  the  treaty  then  fails,  gentlemen. 
It  is  im|)06ing  conditions  on  him,  in  the  character 
of  a  citizen  of  a  SUOe,  of  which  they  complain ; 
and  in  such  character  the  treaty  has  no  guaranty 
in  his  favor,  and  it  would  be  absurd  if  it  nad.  It 
would  be  France  stipulating  for  the  privileges  and 
immunities  of  citizens,  not  only  of  the  United 
States,  but  of  a  particular  State. 

But,  sir,  to  the  positive  language  of  the  Con- 
stitution :  '^  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose 
of,  and  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
respecting  the  territory,  or  other  property  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States."  Here  there  is  a  direct 
power ;  absolute  control  over  the  most  important 
and  first  object  of  sovereignty.  Here  is  a  Consti- 
tutional power,  more  extensive  than  is  necessary 
for  the  amendment  before  the  Committee.  Con- 
gress owns,  in  fee  simple,  the  soil  of  the  country. 
This  soil  may  be  retained  by  its  owners,  oir  it  may 
be  parted  with  on  conditions.  It  may  be  leased 
for  life  or  for  years.  These  leases  may  contain  as 
many  conditions  as  may  be  agreed  on.  One  of 
these  may  be,  that  the  soil  shall  not  be  cultivated 
br  a  slave,  and  that  it  shall  not  be  the  residence 
of  a  slave.  Sir,  the  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
no  matter  whether  he  be  from  the  South  or  North, 
may  constitutionally  be  prevented  from  settling 
that  soil.  Your  standing  armies  and  your  militia 
may  be  marched  from  every  St^te  to  dispossess 
him.  This  is  a  policy  which  the  Government  will 
very  sddom  adopt^  but  the  power  to  adopt  it  is 
fovnd  in  the  Constitution,  and  it  is  the  Constitu- 
tional power  to  adopt  this  measure  which  we  are 
now  in  search  of,  and  not  its  expediency.  Sir, 
this  part  of  the  Constitution  is  not  a  dead  letter. 
Look^  at  jom  statute  book.  There  you  will  find 
laws  specifying  this  power  and  authorizing  its  ex- 
ertion, in  driving  intruders  from  the  public  lands. 
It  is  bat  a  few  y^ears,  sir,  since  the  President's 
prodamatioQ  required  the  exercise  of  this  power, 
and,  but  for  the  relaxing  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  military  force  of  tne  country  would  have 
been  employed  in  carrying  it  into  effect.  Here, 
then,  is  a  case  in  whicn  Congress  may  constitu- 
tionally exclude  the  further  introduction  of  free- 
men from  that  soil ;  much  easier,  do  I  apprehend, 
may  she  exclude  slaves ;  mere  propertyr.  A  case 
in  which  Congress  may,  after  the  admission  of  a 
State  without  restriction  of  slavery,  hold  a  direct 


and  absolute  negative  over  the  peopling  her  terri- 
tory with  slaves. 

Sir,  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
Constitution  says,  ^^  that  new  States  may  be  ad- 
mitted by  the  Congress  into  this  Union.''  Here, 
sir,  is  all  the  power  Known  to  the  Constitution,  on 
the  subject  oi  admitting  new  States.  Congress 
may  admit,  and  may  remse  admission.  Congress 
may  exercise  abroaa  an  uncontrollable  discretion 
on  the  subject ;  but,  in  the  proper  exercise  of  this 
discretion.  Congress  may  not  reject  without  a 
cause.  It  a  cause  of  rejection  exist,  this  House 
will  know  it.  Congress  may  then  examine  the 
boundaries  exhibited  in  the  constitution  submitted, 
to  see  that  they  do  not  pass  the  limits  and  bound- 
aries of  this  Government ;  for,  if  the  doctrine  con- 
tended for  by  many  gentlemen  on  this  floor  be 
correct,  that  Confess  can  only  determine  whe- 
ther the  constitution  be  republican  or  not,  then 
the  (juestion  of  boundary  would  be  an  improper 
inquiry  for  this  House.  The  people  claiming  ad- 
mission might  stop  at  the  Sabine,  or  go  to  the 
Rio  del  Norte.  They  niight  include  the  more 
western  provinces  of  Mexico,  or  go  to  the  Isthmus 
of  Darien.  This  doctrine  established,  with  the  bind- 
ing obligations  of  the  treaty  to  admit  the  peoj^e 
of  Missouri,  as  contended  for  by  other  gentlemen, 
and  the  question  of  boundary  with  Spain  is  no 
longer  under  the  sole  direction  of  the  treaty-mak- 
ing power.  The  people  of  Missouri  may  go  to 
the  West  and  to  the  South,  to  the  furthermost 
boundary  ever  claimed  by  the  Government.  You 
are  bound  by  treaty,  say  gentlemen,  to  admit  them, 
and,  once  admitted,  you  are  bound  by  the  Consti- 
tution to  protect  them  against  invasion. 

Sir,  the  Constitutional  power  to  admit  new 
States,  submits  the  constitution  of  such  States  to 
the  scrutiny  of  this  Government.  Congress  may, 
and  it  is  tlie  duty  of  Congress,  to  see  that  no  pro- 
vision of  such  constitution  clashes  with  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States;  that  such  new 
State,  for  instance,  does  not  assume  the  powers  of 
^^  making  treaties,  alliances,  and  confederations 
with  foreign  Governments ;"  of  granting  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal ;''  or  "  of  keeping  troops,  or 
ships  of  war,  in  time  of  peace,  without  the  consent 
of  Congress."  This  power,  then,  seems  to  contain 
all  necessary  ^ards  against  encroachment  of  prin- 
ciple, and  where  any  encroachment  of  principle, 
no  matter  what,  is  likely  to  be  attempted,  it  does 
seem  to  me,  that  it  would  not  be  too  assuming  in 
Congress,  to  say  to  a  people  asking  permission  to 
form  for  themselves  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment :  Your  habits  and  opinions,  on  a  par- 
ticular subject,  make  it  probaUe,  that  you  will 
introduce  a  principle  into  your  Constitution  in- 
compatible with  the  opinions  and  policy  of  this 
Government.  With  this  principle  £ou  are  not  to 
expect  admission  into  the  Union.  This  would  be 
a  piece  of  information  necessary  for  them.  It 
would  be  a  beacon  to  direct  them  into  the  port  of 
admission. 

Mr.  Chairman^  another  section  of  the  Constitu- 
tion comes  in  aid  of  my  opinions.  The  fourth 
section  of  the  fourth  article  says,  "the  United 
States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  this  Union 
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a  repablican  form  of  ^rerninent,  and  shall  pro- 
tect each  of  them  agamst  inrasion  and  domeistic 
violence.''  Now  it  9eems  to  me  that  the  plain 
and  obriocis  meaning  of  this  is,  that  Congress  may 
examine  a  constitution  before  she  can  guaranty 
any  thin^  about  it ;  and  Congress  must,  in  the  very 
nature  ot  this  clause,  have  the  power  of  judging 
and  determining  what  a  republican  form  of  eov- 
emment  is.  Congress  cannot  guaranty  any  thine 
of  which  she  is  ignorant ;  and  the  Constitutions 
protection  against  invasion  and  domestic  violence 
in  favor  of  the  States,  carries  with  it  something 
more  than  a  mere  supervision  of  the  constitution, 
to  see  if  it  be  republican ;  for  the  seeds  of  discord 
and  domestic  violence  mav  be  sown  in  a  constitu- 
tion, although  it  be  republican.  A  thousand  fea- 
tures mayr  be  found  in  a  constitution  calculated  to 
produce  invasion,  though  that  constitution  be  re- 
publican." "  Invasion  and  domestic  violence"  ate 
^Gects  sometimes  found  in  States.  Congress  is 
bound  to  control  and  do  away  these  effects.  She 
is  bound  also,  both  for  her  benefit  and  that  of  the. 
State,  to  do  away  the  obvious  "  causes  of  invasion 
and  domestic  violence^"  and  if  these  obvious  causes 
are  foond  in  the  constitution  of  a  new  State,  Con- 
gress is  bound  by  every  consideration  of  justice, 
both  to  the  (General  Grovernment  and  to  snch  new 
State,  to  require  that  those  objectionable  parts  of 
her  constitution  be  expunged  before  she  is  admitted 
into  the  Union.  All  legislative  powers  to  check 
vice  of  any  kind,  are  necessarily  appropriated  with 
pow«rs  of  some  description,  to  deal  with  and  do 
away  the  causes  of  such  vice. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  little  danger  of  encroach- 
ment on  the  governments  of  the  States.  The  States 
have,  at  all  times,  sentinels  at  their  posts  and  within 
this  hall.  Who  are  we,  sir,  but  the  sentinels  of  the 
State  governments — citizens  of  the  States,  sent 
here  for  the  special  purpose  of  representing  them 
in  the  national  assembly  7  With  our  constituents, 
we  have  a  closer  affinity  to  the  States  than  to  this 
Grovernment.  We  fed  their  interests  as  primary 
ones.  This  has  been  sufficiently  manifest^  in  the 
progress  of  this  discussion.  If  1  can  determine  any 
thing  from  my  own  fedinffs,  I  know  this  to  be  the 
case.  The  rights  and  advantages  of  the  State 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  are  those 
which  make  the  strongest  appeal  to  my  heart. 
Sir,  the  overthrow  of  this  great  Republic  is  more 
in  danger  from  the  encroachments  of  the  State 
governments  than  of  this  Government.  Some 
high  unconstitutional  pretensions  of  the  State  gov- 
ernments are  more  likely  to  sap  the  foundations  of 
our  liberties  and  destroy  this  Government.  Sir, 
for  examples  I  might  r^er  you  to  the  histories  of 
other  nations  and  other  times,  but  I  need  not  leave 
that  of  my  own  country.  The  arm  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, during  the  late  war,  was  paralyzed  by 
the  pretensions  of  a  State  government,  (Massa- 
chusetts,^ by  a  conflict  for  State  rights. 

But,  sir,  to  the  general  scope  and  plain  meaning 
of  the  Constitution.  It  is  said  that  Congress  have 
but  one  Constitutional  negative  over  the  admis- 
sion of  a  State.  Congress  may  require  her  con- 
stitution to  be  republican,  and,  if  it  be  not,  she 
may  reject  it.    But,  I  apprehend,  sir,  that,  in  con- 


itruing  an  instrument,  all  its  parts  are  to  be  taken 
together.  We  should  neve^  lose  sight  of  the  ob- 
ject of  the  Convention  which  framed  the  Consti- 
tution. We  should  never  lose  sight  of  the  end 
and  object  of  all  fl^d  governments.  These  are, 
the  happiness  of  tne  people  governed.  Govern- 
ments ought  still  to  be  ]^ogressive,  from  bad,  if 
they  be  so,  to  good,  and  from  good  to  better. 
Perfection  of  human  happiness  is  the  tendency  of 
all  good  governments.  Slavery  is  an  evil.  It  is 
admitted  to  be  so  by  aU  the  South;  and  its  exist- 
ence is  a  matter  of  much  lamentation  to  them. 
It  is,  then,  more  natural  to  suppose  that  the  evil 
was  intended  to  be  stopped — to  be  removed  from 
the  bodv  politic  as  soon  as  possible — ^than  that  it 
should  be  extended  with  the  extending  Union. 
Sir,  suppose  slavery  had  no  existence  in  the  Uni- 
ted States.  A  State  west  of  the  Mississippi  would 
present  you  with  a  constituti<m  recognising  sla^ 
vary,  and  demand  admission  into  the  Union.  I 
think  that  no  gentleman^  from  any  quarter,  would 
receive  such  a  constitution  into  tne  Union.  We 
should  then  search  the  constitution  with  an  eagle's 
eye.  The  intelligence  of  the  South  would  then  be 
able  to  find  enough  to  justify  the  rejection  of  such 
a  constitution. 

Mr.  Chairman.  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  inquire 
how  the  slaves  of  the  South  became  smves.  I  am 
not  at  liberty  to  inquire  what  ruthless  hand  first 
mainacled  the  slave,  and  trampled  on  the  natural 
rights  of  man.  I  may  not  travd  out  of  the  record, 
the  Constitution.  In  that  instrument,  although 
the  terms  manade  and  slaw  are  not  to  be  found, 
this  species  of  property  is  recognised  by -strong 
language,  and  by  definition  too  plain  to  be  mis- 
taken. With  pleasure  do  I  hear,  from  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  South,  that  this  evil  does  not  lie 
at  their  door;  and  with  equal  pleasure  do  I  find,  in 
the  Mstory  of  my  country,  the  proof  of  this  fact. 
Slavery,  personal  slavery,  was  introduced  into 
this  country  by  that  Qovernment  whose  policy  it 
was  to  rivet  the  fetters  of  pditical  slavery  on  the 
freemen  of  the  colonies,  it  is  a  vestige  of  British 
policy  which  the  storms  of  the  Revolution  could 
not  do  away,  and  which  had  too  deep  root  in  the 
Government  to  be  eradicated  by  reform.  It  was 
an  evil  of  so  much  magnitude  that  it  became 
necessary  to  provide  for  it  in  the  Constitution; 
but,  being  an  evil,  the  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion never  meant  to  foster  and  cherish  it  in  the 
Government.  It  was  not  intended  to  grow  with 
its  growth,  and  strengthen  with  its  strength ;  to 
grow  faster,  and  become  stronger,  than  this  Gov- 
ernment, which  it  would  do  by  planting  it  in  the 
fertile  regions  beyond  the  Mississippi.  Sir,  it  is 
not  fairer  to  say  that  slavery  has  been  adopted  by 
this  Government,  because  its  exbtenee  is  found  in 
the  Constitution,  than  it  would  be  to  say  that 
crimes  of  the  deepest  dye  are  sanctioned  by  this 
Gov^nment,  because  their  existence  is  recognised 
and  admitted  by  the  Constitution.  Sir,  evil  is 
more  frequently  the  object  of  legislation  than  good. 
For  good,  and  for  good  men,  constitutions  and 
governments  are  not  necessary.  They  are  made 
for  evil,  for  vicious,  and  for  bad  men.  The  ex- 
istence of  every  crime  is  admitted  in  a  constitutioD, 
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laW)  because  these  things,  say  gentlemen,  are  the 
prero^atiFes  of  State  sovereignties,  and  cannot  be 
exercised  by  Confess.  Then,  what  are  the  privi- 
leges and  immunities  of  an  inhabitant  of  Louisi- 
ana under  the  treaty  and  the  Constitution  ?  They 
are  simply  those  of  a  citizen,  distinguished  from  a 
forei^er  or  an  alien.  The  inhabitant  of  Louisi- 
ana IS  not  subject  to  the  requisitions  of  an  alien 
law ;  he  becomes  at  once  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  The  treaty,  then,  does  not  seem  to  stand 
in  the  way  of  the  free  operation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion— the  practice  and  policy  of  the  Crovernment — 
in  the  admission  of  new  States.  There  is  no  guar- 
anty in  the  treaty  in  favor  of  adventurers  to  the 
country,  or  in  favor  of  the  Louisianian,  after  he 
shall  have  become  a  member  of  the  State  Gov- 
ernment.      « 

The  force  of  the  treaty  then  fails,  gentlemen. 
It  is  imposing  conditions  on  him,  in  the  character 
of  a  citizen  of  a  StaU^  of  which  they  complain ; 
and  in  such  character  the  treaty  has  no  guarantv 
tt  his  favor,  and  it  would  be  absurd  if  it  iiad.  It 
Would  be  France  stipulating  for  the  privileges  and 
immunities  of  citizens,  not  only  of  the  United 
States,  but  of  a  particular  State. 

But,  sir,  to  the  positive  language  of  the  Con- 
stitution :  '^  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose 
of,  and  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
respecting  the  territory,  or  other  property  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States."  Here  there  is  a  direct 
power ;  absolute  control  over  the  most  important 
and  first  object  of  sovereignty.  Here  is  a  Consti- 
tutional power,  more  extensive  than  is  necessary 
for  the  amendment  before  the  Committee.  Con- 
n-ess  owns,  in  fee  simple,  the  soil  of  the  country. 
This  soil  may  be  retained  by  its  owners,  or  it  may 
be  parted  with  on  conditions.  It  may  be  leased 
for  life  or  for  years.  These  leases  may  contain  as 
many  conditions  as  may  be  agreed  on.  One  of 
these  may  be,  that  the  soil  shall  not  be  cultivated 
bv  a  slave,  and  that  it  shall  not  be  the  residence 
of  a  slave.  Sir.  the  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
no  matter  whetner  he  be  from  the  South  or  North, 
may  constitutionally  be  prevented  from  settling 
that  soil.  Your  standing  armies  and  your  militia 
may  be  marehed  from  every  State  to  dispossess 
him.  .  This  is  a  policy  which  the  Government  will 
▼ery  sddom  adopt^  but  the  power  to  adopt  it  is 
foand  in  the  Constitution,  and  it  is  the  Constitu- 
tional power  to  adopt  this  measure  which  we  are 
now  in  search  of,  and  not  its  expediency.  Sir, 
this  part  of  the  Constitution  is  not  a  dead  letter. 
Loohf  at  your  statute  book.  There  you  will  find 
laws  specifying  this  power  and  authorizing  its  ex- 
ertion, in  driving  intruders  from  the  public  lands, 
it  is  but  a  few  years,  sir,  since  the  President's 
prockmation  required  the  exercise  of  this  power, 
and,  but  for  the  relaxinff  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  military  force  m  the  country  would  have 
been  employed  in  carrviDg  it  into  efiect.  Here, 
then,  is  a  case  in  whicn  Congress  may  constitu- 
tionally exclude  the  further  introduction  of  free- 
men from  that  soil ;  much  easier,  do  I  apprehend, 
may  she  exclude  slaves ;  mere  propert)r.  A  case 
in  which  Congress  may,  after  the  admission  of  a 
State  without  restriction  of  slavery,  hold  a  direct 


and  absolute  negative  over  the  peopling  her  terri- 
tory with  slaves. 

Sir,  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
Constitution  says,  "  that  new  States  may  be  ad- 
mitted by  the  Confess  into  this  Union.^'  Here, 
sir,  is  all  the  power  Icnown  to  the  Constitution,  on 
the  subject  of  admitting  new  States.  Congress 
may  admit,  and  may  refuse  admission.  Congress 
may  exercise  abroaa  an  uncontrollable  discretion 
on  the  subject ;  but,  in  the  proper  exercise  of  this 
discretion.  Congress  may  not  reject  without  a 
cause.  If  a  cause  of  rejection  exist,  this  House 
will  know  it.  Congress  may  then  examine  the 
boundaries  exhibited  in  the  constitution  submitted, 
to  see  that  they  do  not  pass  the  limits  and  bound- 
aries of  this  Govonment ;  for,  if  the  doctrine  con- 
tended for  by  many  gentlemen  on  this  floor  be 
correct,  that  Congress  can  only  determine  whe- 
ther the  constitution  be  republican  or  not,  then 
the  (question  of  boundary  would  be  an  improper 
inquiry  for  this  House.  The  people  claiming*  ad- 
mission might  stop  at  the  Sabine,  or  go  to  the 
Rio  del  Norte.  They  might  include  the  more 
western  provinces  of  Mexico,  or  go  to  the  Isthmus 
of  Darien .  T his  doctrine  established,  with  the  bind- 
ing obligations  of  the  treaty  to  admit  the  people 
of  Missouri,  as  contended  for  by  other  gentlemen, 
and  the  question  of  boundary  with  Spain  is  no 
longer  under  the  sole  direction  of  the  treaty-mak- 
ing power.  The  people  of  Missouri  may  go  to 
the  West  and  to  the  South,  to  the  fnrthermast 
boundary  ever  claimed  by  the  Government.  You 
are  bound  by  treaty,  say  gentlemen,  to  admit  them, 
and,  once  admitted,  you  are  bound  by  the  Consti- 
tution to  protect  them  against  invasion. 

Sir,  the  Constitutional  power  to  admit  new 
States,  submits  the  constitution  of  such  States  to 
the  scrutiny  of  this  Government.  Congress  may, 
and  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress,  to  see  that  no  pro- 
vision of  such  constitution  clashes  with  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States;  that  such  new 
State,  for  instance,  does  not  assume  the  powers  of 
''making  treaties,  alliances,  and  confederations 
with  foreign  Governments ;"  of  granting  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal ;"  or  ''  of  keeping  troops,  or 
ships  of  war,  in  time  of  peace,  without  the  consent 
of  Congress."  This  power,  then,  seems  to  contain 
all  necessary  ^ards  against  encroachment  of  prin- 
ciple, and  where  any  encroachment  of  principle, 
no  rnatt^  what,  is  likely  to  be  attempted,  it  does 
seem  to  me,  that  it  would  not  be  too  assuming  in 
Congress,  to  say  to  a  pe<^le  asking  permission  to 
form  for  themselves  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment: Your  habits  and  opinions,  on  a  par- 
ticular subject,  make  it  probable,  that  you  will 
introduce  a  principle  into  your  Constitution  in- 
compatible with  the  opinions  and  policy  of  this 
Government.  With  this  principle  you  are  not  to 
expect  admission  into  the  Union.  This  would  be 
a  piece  of  information  necessary  for  them.  It 
would  be  a  beacon  to  direct  them  into  the  port  of 
admission. 

Mr.  Chairman^  another  section  of  the  Constitu- 
tion comes  in  aid  of  my  opinions.  The  fourth 
section  of  the  fourth  article  says,  ''the  United 
States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  this  Union 
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a  repablican  form  of  ^Ternment,  and  shall  pro- 
tect each  of  them  agamst  invasion  and  domestic 
riolence."  Now  it  seems  to  me  that  the  jdain 
and  obvious  meaning  of  this  is,  that  Congress  may 
examine  a  constitution  before  she  can  goaranty 
any  thin^  about  it ;  and  Congress  must,  in  the  very 
nature  ot  this  clause,  have  the  power  of  judging 
and  determining  what  a  republican  form  of  gov- 
ernment is.  Congress  cannot  guaranty  any  thins 
of  which  she  is  ignorant ;  and  the  Constitutional 
protection  against  invasion  and  domestic  violence 
in  favor  of  the  States,  carries  with  it  something 
more  than  a  mere  supervision  of  the  constitution, 
to  see  if  it  be  republican ;  for  the  seeds  of  discord 
and  domestic  violence  may  be  sown  in  a  constitu- 
tion, although  it  be  republican.  A  thousand  fea- 
tures may  be  found  in  a  constitution  calculated  to 
produce  invasion,  though  that  constitution  be  re- 
publican." "  Invasion  and  domestic  violence"  are 
effects  sometimes  found  in  States.  Congress  is 
bound  to  control  and  do  away  these  eSects,  She 
is  bound  also,  both  for  her  benefit  and  that  of  the. 
State,  to  do  away  the  obvious  ^'  causes  of  invasion 
and  domestic  violence^"  and  if  these  obvious  causes 
are  found  in  the  constitution  of  a  new  State,  Con- 
cfress  is  bound  by  every  consideration  of  justice, 
both  to  the  General  Grovernment  and  to  such  new 
State,  to  require  that  those  objectionable  parts  of 
her  constitution  be  expunged  before  she  is  admitted 
into  the  Union.  All  legislative  powers  to  check 
vice  of  any  kind,  are  necessarily  appropriated  with 
powers  of  some  description,  to  deal  with  and  do 
away  the  causes  of  such  vice. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  little  danger  of  encroach- 
ment on  the  governments  of  the  States.  The  States 
have,  at  all  times,  sentinels  at  their  posts  and  within 
this  hall.  Who  are  we,  sir,  but  the  sentinels  of  the 
State  governments — citizens  of  the  States,  sent 
here  for  the  special  purpose  of  representing  them 
in  the  national  assembly  ?  With  our  constituents, 
we  have  a  closer  affinity  to  the  States  than  to  this 
Crovemment.  We  fed  their  interests  as  primary 
ones.  This  has  been  sufficiently  manifested  in  the 
progress  of  this  discussion.  If  I  can  determine  any 
thing  from  my  own  feelings,  I  know  this  to  be  the 
case.  The  rights  and  advantages  of  the  State 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  are  those 
which  make  the  strongest  appeal  to  my  heart. 
Sir,  the  overthrow  of  this  great  Republic  is  more 
in  clanger  from  the  encroachments  of  the  State 
governments  than  of  this  Crovemment.  Some 
high  unconstitntional  pretensions  of  the  State  gov- 
ernments are  more  likely  to  sap  the  foundations  of 
our  liberties  and  destroy  this  Grovemment.  Sir, 
for  examples  I  might  refer  you  to  the  histories  of 
other  nations  and  other  times,  but  I  need  not  leave 
that  of  my  own  country.  The  arm  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, during  the  late  war,  was  paralyzed  by 
the  pretensions  of  a  State  government,  (Massa- 
chusetts,^ by  a  conflict  for  State  rights. 

But,  sir,  to  the  general  scope  and  plain  meaning 
of  the  Constitution.  It  is  said  that  Congress  have 
but  one  Constitutional  negative  over  the  admis- 
sion of  a  State.  Congress  may  require  her  con- 
stitution to  be  republican,  and,  if  it  be  not,  she 
may  reject  it.    But,  I  apprehend,  sir,  that,- in  con- 


struing an  instrument,  all  its  parts  are  to  be  taken 
together.  We  should  nevef  lose  sight  of  the  ob- 
ject of  the  Convention  which  framed  the  Consti- 
tution. We  should  never  lose  sight  of  the  end 
and  object  of  all  sood  governments.  These  are, 
the  happiness  of  the  people  governed.  Gbvem* 
ments  ought  still  to  be  pro^essive,  irom  bad,  if 
they  be  so,  to  good,  and  irom  good  to  better. 
Perfection  of  human  happiness  is  the  tendency  of 
all  good  governments.  Slavery  is  an  evil.  It  is 
admitted  to  be  so  by  all  the  South;  and  its  exist- 
ence is  a  matter  of  much  lamentation  to  them. 
It  is,  then,  more  natural  to  suppose  that  the  evil 
was  intended  to  be  stopped — ^to  be  removed  from 
the  body  politic  as  soon  as  possible — ^than  that  it 
should  be  extended  with  the  extending  Union. 
Sir,  suppose  slavery  had  no  existence  in  the  Uni- 
ted States.  A  State  west  of  the  Mississipjpi  would 
I^esent  you  with  a  constitution  recognising  sla-' 
very,  and  demand  admission  into  the  Union.  I 
think  that  no  geotleman,  from  any  quarter,  would 
receive  such  a  constitution  into  tne  Union.  We 
should  then  search  the  constitution  with  an  eagle's 
eve.  The  intelligence  of  the  South  would  then  be 
able  to  find  enough  to  justify  the  rejection  of  such 
a  constitution. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  inquire 
how  the  slaves  of  the  South  became  saves.  I  am 
not  at  liberty  to  inquire  what  ruthless  hand  first 
mamacled  the  slave,  and  trampled  on  the  natural 
rights  of  man.  I  may  not  travd  out  of  the  record, 
the  Constitution.  In  that  instrument,  although 
the  terms  manacle  and  skwe  are  not  to  be  found, 
this  species  of  property  is  recognised  by -strong 
language,  and  by  definition  too  plain  to  be  mis- 
taken. With  pleasure  do  I  hear,  from  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  South,  that  this  evil  does  not  lie 
at  their  door;  and  with  equal  pleasure  do  I  find,  in 
the  history  of  my  country,  the  proof  of  this  fact. 
Slavery,  personal  slavery,  was  introduced  into 
this  country  by  that  Government  whose  policy  it 
was  to  rivet  the  fetters  of  political  slavery  on  the 
freemen  of  the  colonies.  It  is  a  vestiee  of  British 
policy  which  the  storms  of  the  Revmution  could 
not  ao  away,  and  which  had  too  deep  root  in  the 
Government  to  be  eradicated  by  reform.  It  was 
an  evil  of  so  much  magnitude  that  it  became 
necessary  to  provide  for  it  in  the  Constitution; 
but,  being  an  evil,  the  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion never  meant  to  foster  an<l  cherish  it  in  the 
Government.  It  was  not  intended  to  grow  with 
its  growth,  and  ^rengthen  with  its  stren^ ;  to 
grow  faster,  and  become  stronger,  than  this  Gov* 
emment,  which  it  would  do  by  planting  it  in  the 
fertile  regions  beyond  the  Mississippi.  Sir,  it  is 
not  fairer  to  say  that  slavery  has  been  adopted  by 
this  Government,  because  its  existence  is  found  in 
the  Constitution,  than  it  would  be  to  say  that 
crimes  of  the  deepest  dye  are  sanctioned  by  this 
Government,  because  their  existence  is  recogfnised 
and  admitted  by  the  Constitution.  Sir,  evil  is 
more  frequently  the  object  of  legislation  than  good. 
For  good,  ana  for  good  men,  constitutions  and 
governments  are  not  necessary.  They  are  made 
for  evil,  for  vicious,  and  for  luid  men.  The  ex- 
istence of  every  crime  is  admitted  in  a  constitution, 
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but  it  would  be  an  inference,  from  this,  entirely 
inadmissible,  that  murder  was  sanctioned  by  the 
Constitution,  and  ought  not  to  be  punished  by 
law. 

Sir,  I  understand  the  Constitution  to  recognise 
the  slave  of  the  South  as  the  property  of  his  mas- 
ter. As  such,  he  is  protected  by  the  Constitution, 
and  his  situation  is  unalterable  by  law ;  but,  like 
all  other  property^  he  is  liable  to  the  restraints  of 
law.  Sir,  an  honorable  gentleman,  endeaTorinff, 
as  I  understood  him,  to  reconcile  slavery  with  ab- 
stract principle,  has  said,  that  any  thing  is  right 
and  proper  to  be  done  which  the  safety  of  a  peo- 
ple may  require.  Will  the  honorable  gentleman 
permit  us  to  change  a  little  the  direction  of  that 
argument,  and  to  bring  it  to  bear  more  imme- 
diately on  the  question  f  Suppose  then,  the  safety 
of  this  great  Republic  to  require  the  restriction  of 
slavery.  If  the  gentleman's  argument  be  a  good 
one,  it  furnishes  at  once,  on  the  ground  of  expe- 
diency, all  that  is  necessary  with  which  to  support 
the  amendment  before  the  committee.  Sir,  from  the 
existence  of  slavery  in  the  Constitution  and  Gov- 
ernment, we  are  not  chargeable  with  crime ;  but, 
when  we  adopt  a  new  Constitution,  or  receive  » 
new  Constitution  recognising  slavery — ^when  we 
introduce  an  evil  in  the  Government,  then  we  be- 
come chargeable  with  that  evil.  Then  it  is  we 
create  the  condition  of  slavery,  which  before  that 
time  had  no  sanction  of  a  permanent  law.  Then 
it  is  that  we  are  at  liberty  to  inquire  into  first  prin- 
ciples, and  to  compare  the  situation  of  a  slave 
with  the  natural  rights  of  man. 

Sir,  on  this  question  I  should  be  willing  to  rest 
on  the  wisdom  of  those  who  have  ffone  before 
me.  I  should  be  willing  to  say,  that  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  from  the  commencement 
of  the  Government  to  this  period — ^the  precedents 
furnished,  and  the  system  of  legislation,  from  the 
much  famed  ordinance  of  1787  almost  to  the  present 
day,  are  sufficient  lights  for  me  on  this  occasion. 
I  sQould  say  that  a  system  of  Ipsislation  continued 
for  thirty  years-— a  system  which  existed  before  the 
Constitution,  and  under  the  Constitution  producing 
the  happiest  political  results,  is  one  whicn  I  would 
not  readily  believe  to  be  founded  in  usurpation, 
and  tending  to  the  destruction  of  the  Grovernment 
Such,  sir.  is  the  ordinance  of  1787  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Northwestern  Territory ;  the  proposi- 
tiona  offered  by  Congress  to  the  people  of  Ohio,  in 
the  law  authorizing  them  to  form  for  themselves  a 
constitution  and  State  government;  the  provisiont 
of  the  constitution  of  that  State  inhibiting  slavery. 
Such  were  the  pro  positions  of  Cons ress  to  the  people 
of  Indiana,  in  1816,  in  the  law  auuorizing  them  to 
form  a  constitution  and  State  government*  Such 
was  the  positive  and  absolute  condition  requiring 
that  the  constitution  of  Indiana,  when  formed, 
^ould  be  republican,  and  not  repugnant  to  the  arti- 
cles of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  one  of  which  prohibi- 
ted slavery  ;  and  such  were  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution  of  that  State  inhibiting  slavery.  Such, 
also,  were  the  propositions  ofiered  to  Illinois  on  a 
imilar  occasion.  Sir,  for  further  notice  of  some  of 
Che  princi[)lesof  this  ordinance,  and  for  additional 
links  in  this  chain  of  legislation,  I  refer  you  to  th«  I 


acts  of  cession  of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia  to 
the  General  Grovernment — ^to  the  acts  of  Congress 
preparatory  to  the  admission  of  Kentucky  into  the 
Union — to  the  act  relative  to  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans, authorizing  the  people  of  that  Territory  to 
form  for  themselves  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
erment.  Permit  me,  sir,  to  turn  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  some  of  the  conditions  and  re- 
strictions of  that  act.  The  proviso  to  the  third 
section  is  in  these  words : 

"  Provided,  The  constitution  to  be  formed  in  virtue 
of  the  authority  herein  ^iven,  shall  be  republican, 
and  consistent  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  ;  that  it  shall  contain  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  civil  and  religious  liberty  ;  that  it  shall  secure 
to  the  citizen  the  trial  by  jury  in  all  criminal  cases, 
and  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  hahetu  corpus,  con- 
formably to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States ;  and  that,  after  the  admission  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans  as  a  State  into  the  Union,  the 
laws  which  such  State  may  pass  shall  be  promulgated, 
and  its  records  of  every  description  shall  be  preserved, 
and  its  judicial  and  legislative  written  proceeding* 
conducted,  in  the  language  in  which  the  laws  and 
the  judicial  and  legislative  written  proceedings  of  the 
United  States  are  now  published  and  conducted ;  and 
that  the  river  Mississippi,  and  the  navigable  rivers 
and  waters  leading  into  the  same,  or  into  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  shall  be  common  highways,  and  forever  free, 
as  well  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  States  as  to  other 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  without  any  duty,  im- 
post, or  toll  therefur,  imposed  by  the  said  State." 

Of  the  same  character  is  the  act  prohibiting  the 
taking  of  slaves  to  the  Territory  of  Orleans.  AU 
this,  sir,  I  cannot  believe  to  have  been  the  offspring 
of  inattention  in  those  who  have  legislated  since  the 
commencement  of  this  Government.  I  believe,  sir, 
that  precedents  and  constructions  of  a  constitu- 
tion, are  as  binding  on  Legislatures  as  decisions 
are  binding  on  the  courts  of  law. .  And  the  reason 
which  reouires  a  written  constitution,  requires  that 
this  should  be  so.  Why,  sir,  is  a  written  consti- 
tution  necessary  ?  .  It  is  necessary  that  the  lines 
and  boundaries  be  clearly  delineated  and  certainly 
known.  It  b  necessary,  that  the  powers  of  the 
Government  be  defined  and  rendered  certain ;  and, 
where  doubts,  ambiguities,  and  uncertainties  exist, 
precedents  and  constructions  define  and  make  cer- 
tain. And,  sir,  precedents  have  additional  force 
and  efiicacy  when  formed  under  circumstances  cal- 
culated to  impress  a  character  of  intelligence  and 
stability  upon  them — ^when  formed  in  the  calm  of 
tranquillity  and  reason,  remote  from  party  ex- 
citement and  political  strife.  Such,  sir,  are  the 
precedents  to  which  I  have  alluded. 

But,  sir»  we  are  told  that  this  restriction  cannot 
be  carried  into  effect ;  that  Missouri  is  required  to 
enact  it,  and  that  which  she  may  enact  she  may 
amend  or  repeal  at  pleasure.  Sir,  there  is  some- 
thing in  this  doctrine  which  I  do  not  understand. 
There  are  some  things  in  a  constitution  which  yon 
cannot  change  by  amendment.  A  repeal  of  some 
provisions  is  not  amendment,  but  destruction  of  a 
constitution.  Look,  sir,  at  the  fifth  article  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  There  certain 
clauses  are  declared  not  to  be  amendable  till  after 
the  year  1808,  and  another  jvovision  declared  lu- 
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alterable.  It  is  this:  ''No  State  shall,  without 
its  coDsent,  be  deprired  of  its  equal  suffrage  in  the 
Senate."  Would  you  call  that  amendment  which 
would  destroy  the  republican  features  of  this  Got- 
ernment,  and  introduce  a  king  and  nobility  1  Or 
would  you  call  that  amendment  which  would  de- 
stroy the  first  principles  of  a  State  constitution — 
the  compacts  and  agreements  with  this  Govern* 
ment,  on  which  its  existence  depended?  Or  sup- 
pose, sir,  a  new  State  should  destroy  her  constitu- 
tion altogether — should  repeal  it — ^break  off  all 
connexion  with  the  Union,  and  set  up  for  herself, 
would  she  still  be  entitled  to  her  share  of  the  ben- 
efits of  the  original  compact,  while  she  would 
deprive  the  General  Crovernment  of  all  the  advan- 
tages which  she  might  derive  from  a  political 
nnion  with  such  State?  This  Government  ought 
to  be  cautious  how  it  propagates  such  doctrme. 
Where,  then,  would  be  the  stipulations  in  your 
favor  on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands — ^the  com- 
pacts of  the  new  States  not  to  tax  them,  and  not 
to  interfere  with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil  ? 

But,  sir,  the  sovereignty  of  the  old  States,  and 
the  equal  footing  of  the  new,  are  terms  much  used 
by  gentlemen  in  this  debate.  Sovereignty,  in  its 
application  to  a  State  government,  whether  old  or 
new,  is  a  qualified  term.  Absolute  sovereignty  is 
not  an  attribute  of  the  General  Government,  or 
that  of  the  States.  The  great  fabric  of  our  con- 
stitutions consists  of  an  union  and  a  division  of 
power  and  sovereignty.  Some  of  the  fractional 
parts  of  these  adhere  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  while  others  adhere  to  the  consti- 
tutions of  the  States.  The  old  States  were  shorn 
of  their  locks  of  sovereignty  by  this  Constitution. 
Where,  sir,  is  the  power  of  declaring  war  and  mak- 
ing peace ;  of  raising  and  supporting  armies?  The 
old  States  once  possessed  absolute  sovereignty,  but 
that  attribute  is  no  longer  ascribable  to  them.  It 
is  true,  however,  thev  are  sovereign  for  all  the  pur- 
poses of  municipal  legislation  and  domestic  con- 
cern. The  new  States,  sir,  are  not  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  ori^nal  States.  This  phraseology 
is  qualified  in  relation  to  them.  Would  to  Qod 
they  were.  They  would  then  have  resources  and 
wealth,  almost  inexhaustible,  in  the  public  lands. 
This  doctrine,  sir,  would  be  extremely  pleasant  to 
the  new  States.  How  much  they  would  or  would 
not  yield  for  its  application  to  them  I  cannot  say ; 
but  it  is  reasonahie  to  suppose  they  would  yield 
every  thing  but  principle  for  the  soil  of  their 
country. 

Sir,  while  the  forests  of  the  old  States  are  their 
own,  to  dispose  of  at  pleasure,  those  of  the  new 
States  belong  to  this  Grovemment.  The  General 
Ck)vemment  can  dispose  of  them  or  retain  them  as 
they  please;  can  discourage  emigration  to  the  new 
Statfs^  prevent  their  population,  and  deprive  them 
of  taxing  the  lands  within  their  jurisdiction.  The 
new  States  are  creatures  of  this  Constitution, 
which  is  itself  the  creature  of  the  original  States. 
They  share  equally,  it  is  true,  in  the  high  preroga- 
tives of  legislation.  They  are  equally  represented 
with  the  old  States  in  both  branches  or  the  Na- 
tional Legislature,  and  they  have  equal  control  of 
the  swcnrd  and  the  purse  or  the  nation ;  but  they 


are  deprived  of  the  principal  sources  of  revenue^ 
and  their  history,  since  the  formation  of  this  Con- 
stitution, has  been  one  of  conditions,  propositions, 
and  restrictions.  To  some  of  these,  however,  the 
constitutionality  of  which,  until  the  present  dis- 
cussion, I  have  never  heard  doubted,  we,  north- 
west of  the  Ohio  river,  are  indebted  for  our  happiest 
institutions — our  freedom  from  slavery.  We  are 
content  with  our  situation.  We  are  rich  in  the 
salubrity  of  our  climate,  the  fertility  of  our  soiL 
and  the  navigation  of  our  rivers.  Industry  and 
agriculture  smile  upon  our  deserts,  and  commerce 
is  invited  to  the  West.  These  thines,  sir,  induce 
me  to  believe  that  it  is  expedient  a£o  to  prohibit 
the  further  introduction  of  slavery  in  Missouri. 
On  which,  sir,  permit  me  to  say  a  tew  words,  and 
I  have  done. 

Sir,  it  has  been  said  that  this  proposition  is  one 
of  a  most  unfortunate  character ;  that  we  have  just 
terminated  a  war  with  one  of  the  most  powerful 
nations  of  the  earth;  a  war  in  which  the  triumphs 
of  our  fleets  and  armies  have  given  additional  lus- 
tre to  the  Revolutionary  trophies  of  the  country  ; 
that  party  strifes  and  animosities  were  reclining 
on  the  lap  of  prosperity  and  peace ;  and  that  this 
is  a  most  unpropitious  time  to  agitate  this  ques- 
tion. 

Sir,  these  considerations,  to  my  mind,  tnake  this 
a  most  fortunate  time  for  this  discussion.  I  re- 
joice that  this  discussion  has  found  tranquillity 
and  calm  on  the  political  ocean ;  that  it  has  found 
the  nation  reposing  in  harmony,  at  the  close  of  a 
war,  and  the  Administration  riveted  in  the  affec- 
tions of  the  American  people.  These  considera- 
tions relieve  my  mind  from  all  apprehensions  of 
disunion — a  sound  so  often  reiterated  in  thb  halL 
Sir,  I  regret  to  hear  gentlemen  talk  about  civil 
wars ;  about  the  powers  and  pretensions  'of  the  va- 
rious parties  to  this  contest;  of  the  prowess  of  the 
North,  and  the  determined  resistance  of  the  South. 
We  are  told  that  there  is  but  one  opinion  in  Mis- 
souri and  all  the  South  on  this  subject.  Sir,  per- 
mit me  to  say  that  this  is  somewhat  different  from 
my  information  about  Missouri  and  the  people  of 
the  South.  There  are  large  numbers  or  the  citi- 
zens of  the  South  who  do  not.  who  cannot,  and 
who  will  not.  hold  slaves.  Tnese  have  the  feel- 
ings of  the  North  on  the  subject  of  slavery  and 
restriction.  Many  of  these  nave  come  to  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  on  that  ac- 
count ;  and  many  who  do  hold  slaves  would  come, 
if  they  could  dispose  of  them. 

Sir,  I  have  said  that  this  restriction  is  expe- 
dient. The  peopling  of  Missouri  from  the  slave- 
holding  States,  while  it  would  make  no  perceiv- 
able and  very  little  real  difference  in  the  numbers 
of  their  sl&ves,  it  would  €ij.  the  complexion  and 
the  aspect  of  Missouri,  perhaps,  forever.  The 
statements  and  opinions  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  on  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, I  think  entiued  to  much  weight ;  but,  going 
on  the  principle  that  evil  generally  gains  upon 
good,  I  think  it  expedient  to  restrict.  Slavery, 
sir,  is  an  evil,  which  carries  in  its  train  many 
auxiliaries.  It  is  an  epidemic  in  the  body  politic. 
Slavery  is  admitted  to  be  morally  wrong ;  it  can- 
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not,  then,  be  politically  right.  It  makes  industry 
dis^pnceful,  familiarizes  with  injustice,  which  is 
easily  transferred  from  a  black  man  to  a  white 
man.  This  is  its  natural  tendency,  and  it  will 
have  this  effect  in  Missouri.  Erery  State  must  be 
supported  b)[  industrjr,  and  that  is  a  bad  policy 
which  sink&  industry  into  disgrace. 

But  gentlemen  tell  us  that  slayes  in  the  South- 
em.  States  have  become  too  numerous ;  that  they 
are  burdensome  to  their  owners,  and  dangerous  to 
society.  And  what  has  produced  this  result?  Is 
it  that  the  increase  of  the  shiye  population  in  the 
South  has  so  much  ffained  on  the  free  population  ? 
Yes,  sir,  this  is  the  fact.  The  statistical  annals  of 
the  country  prove  it  to  be  so.  Take,  then,  this 
fiict,  and  no  matter  how  extensive  the  region  over 
which  you  scatter  your  slaves,  the  day  will  come 
when  all  that  region  will  be  in  the  same  situation 
in  which  the  Southern  States  now  are.  They 
will  be  burdensome  to  their  masters,  and  danger- 
ous to  society.  What  political  satety  or  good, 
then,  would  result,  either  to  the  slaves  or  their 
owners,  by  such  distribution?  You  would,  in- 
deed, put  off  the  evil  day,  but  you  would  pay  a 
heavy  mterest  in  the  extension  or  the  evil.  Ilu- 
manity  towards  the  slaves  would  not  be  promoted 
by  their  dispersion,  and  the  ^eat  work  of  emanci- 
pation and  colonization,  which  has  lo  commence 
some  day,  will  be  easier  to  commence  now  than 
half  a  century  to  come.  But,  ire  are  told,  that  tiie 
citizen  of  the  South  will  go  to  Missouri,  and  that 
it  would  be  cruel  to  prevent  him  from  taking  his 
domestics,  his  menial  servants,  who  are  attached 
to  his  family  and  chUdren,  along  with  him.  But 
these  domestics  are  also  fathers,  mothers,  and 
chUdren.  They  belong  to  different  thoush  conti- 
guous estates.  They  bave  all  the  natural  ties  and 
affections ;  but  they  are  torn  asunder  forever.  A 
&ther  is  taken  to  Missouri ;  a  mother  and  infants 
are  left  on  the  Potomac.  Where,  then,  is  the  hu- 
manity of  this  measure?  But  I  Ixave  already  oc- 
cupiea  too  much  of  the  time  of  the  C<»nmittee.  I 
will  no  longer  prosecute  the  subject 

Mr.  CuTHBBRT,  of  CteoTgia,  followed^  and  occu- 
pied the  floor  also  about  an  hour  against  the  re- 
striction, when  the  Committee  rose,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  JoRMSON,  of  Virginia,  and  the  House  ad* 
journed. 


r       Wednesday,  February  16. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  New  Jersey, 
Charles  Kinsby,  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  took  nis  seat. 

Tne  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a 
list  rendered  to  him  by  the  Register  of  the  Trea- 
sury, of  balances  standing  on  what  are  called  the 
Books  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  in  the  Trea- 
sury, of  balances  which  have  renuuned  unsettled, 
or  appear  to  have  been  due,  tluee  years  prior  to 
the  aoth  of  September,  1819 ;  which  vras  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  tfai 


United  States,  from  the  4th  of  March,  1789,  to  the 
30th  of  June,  1819,  with  several  explanatory  state- 
ments, &c.,  rendered  in  obedience  to  the  resolution 
of  this  House  of  the  6th  ultimo ;  which  was  also 
ordered  to  lie  on  table. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  ^'An 
act  to  provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the 
naval  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  Revola- 
tionary  war ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  commitF- 
ted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is 
committe^^e  bill  to  authorize  certain  insane  per-* 
sons  t^/be  placed  on  the  pension  list,  and  the  guap- 
diap^o  receive  pensions. 

r.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported a  bill  to  amend  an  act  making  reservation 
of  certain  public  lands  for  naval  purposes,  passed 
1st  of  March,  1817 ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  Cobb,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Buildings,  made  a  detailed  report  on  the  subject  of 
the  expenditures  on  the  said  building  accompanied 
by  a  biU  making  further  appropriations  for  con- 
tinuing the  work  upon  the  centre  building  of  the 
Capitol  and  other  public  buildings;  which  bill 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Qross,  of  New  York,  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  places 
of  holdinff  the  district  court  for  the  northern  dis- 
trict of  me  State  of  New  York,  that  one  teim 
thereof  may  be  holden  at  the  village  of  Sandy  Hill, 
in  the  county  of  Washington. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills^  which  originated 
in  this  Houseu  of  the  foUowinff  titles,  to  wit :  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  McDonald,  adminifr- 
trator  of  James  McDonald,  deceased,  late  captain 
in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  ;*'  and  "  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Ether  Shepley,  administrator  of 
Thomas  Buckminster,  late  lieutenant  in  the  33d 
regiment  of  United  States'  infantry,"  vrith  an 
amendment  to  each ;  in  which  they  ask  the  con* 
currence  of  this  House. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  pressed 
amendment  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  Without  occupying  your  atten- 
tion by  any  unnecessary  apologies,  I  snail  at  once 
proceed  to  the  examination  of  the  principles  in* 
volved  in  the  question  which  now  occupies  the 
attention  of  this  Committee,  and  which,  it  is  said, 
moves  the  great  ocean  of  popular  feeling  even  to 
the  bed  on  which  for  some  time  it  has,  with  so 
much  tranquillity,  reposed.  In  proportion  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  effect  is  the  solicitude  of  the  hu- 
man mind  to  trace  to  its  source  the  cause  by  which 
it  has  been  produced-  What  then,  sir,  has  pro- 
duced this  dcjjgfree  of  excitement  which  gentlemen 
assure  us  exists  in  the  nation?    Is  it  the  mere 
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q«6stisii  whetker  tbe  lands  of  Missouri  shall  be 
caltivated  by  freemen  or  by  slaves?  No,  sir — ^no, 
sir — ^no.  It  is  a  question  about  j^wer ;  power — 
that  idol  which  has  a  eharm,  an  irresistible  fasci- 
nation, for  the  human  heart.  It  is  a  question  eal- 
Gulated  to  test  the  powers  of  the  Federal  GoTem- 
ment;  to  determine  how  much  soTereiffnty  or 
power  is  left  to  the  States  and  to  the  people. 

Gentlemen  tell  us  that  there  is  ereat  excitement 
in  the  country,  and  desire  us  to  be  quiet  and  pa- 
tient, lest  we  should  add  to  the  excitement  And 
pray,  sir,  bv  whom  has  this  excitement  been  pro- 
duce ?  From  what  quarter  did  the  proposition 
come  1  Where  have  town  and  county  meetings 
been  gotten  up,  to  manufacture  resolutions  of 
thanks  to  individual  members  of  Congress,  to  stim* 
uiate  them  to  go  on  with  this  choice  work  of  ex- 
citement ?  Not  in  the  slaveholding  StaCes*->not 
in  Virginia ;  but  in  the  States  north  and  east  of 
the  Potomac — in  New  York  and  in  New  Eng- 
land. Do  gentlemen  bdieve  that  they  will  be  per- 
mitted to  produce  a  state  of  general  excitement 
and  agitation  in  the  country,  and  then  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  state  of  public  feeling,  in  order 
to  silence  opposition  ?  Oentlemen  will  excuse  us 
if  we  cannot  imitate  the  meekness  of  the  lafiib, 
which  crops  the  flowery  food,  and  licks  the  hand 
just  raised  to  shed  his  blood. 

Before  I  proceed  to  discuss  the  Constitutional 
principles  involved  in  this  question,  I  beg  leave  to 
pay  my  respects  to  the  few  gentlemen  whom  I 
have  had  the  opportunity  to  hear  on  this  subject 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  CusHMAN,)  whom  I  mean  to  treat  with  be- 
coming respect,  commenced  by  telling  us  that  no 
gentleman  who  understood  his  grammar,  who  had 
become  a  statesman,  could  possibly  doubt  the  power 
of  Congress  to  impose  the  proposed  restrictions  on 
the  people  of  Missouri.  Have  we  not,  said  he  tri- 
umphantly, by  the  Constitution,  the  power  ex- 
pressly given  "  to  provide  for  the  common  defenee 
and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States?''  Be- 
fore I  proceed,  permit  me  to  say  that  no  man  who 
ever  entitled  himself  to  the  character  of  a  states- 
man, ever  did  attempt  to  derive  from  that  part  of 
the  clause,  from  those  words  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  any  powers  to  Ccmgress.  Alex- 
ander Hamilton,  the  mtner  of  implied  and  result- 
ing poiwers;  the  champion  of  federal  rights;  he 
who  submitted  in  the  Federal  Convention  ^'  his 
ideas  of  a  suitable  plan  of  government  for  the 
United  States  ^"  which  plan  was  nearly  a  tran- 
script from  the  British  Government,  changing  the 
title  of  King  into  Governor,  the  House  ch  Lords 
into  a  Senate,  and  limiting  the  tenure  of  office  to 
the  life  of  the  individual,  mstead  of  making  it  he* 
reditajry,  together  with  some  other  slight  changes, 
to  render  it  a  little  more  palatable ;  never  attemptea 
to  derive  to  Congress  any  authority  from  these 
words,  from  this  pert  of  the  clause. 

I  understand  the  worthy  gentleman  is  not  only 
a  follower,  but  a  teacher,  of  the  mild  precepts  of 
the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus — ^peace  on  earth,  and 
good  will  to  all  mankind,  x  et  the  gentleman 
talked  of  blood  and  slaughter  with  great  soi^ 
firmd.    He  spoke  of  a  State  (without  naming  it) 


which  was  disposed  to  command,  to  dictate  to 
Congress.  That  State,  he  said,  must  have  its 
crest  lowered.  When  the  gentleman  was  manu- 
facturing the  speech  which  he  was  so  kind  as  to 
read  to  us  the  day  before  yesterday,  he  must  have 
drawn  the  picture  which  he  gave  us  of  a  State  in 
opposition  to  the  G^eral  Government,  not  from 
fancy,  but  from  memory — not  from  ideal,  but  real 
life.  He  must  have  been  haunted  by  the  image  ol 
the  late  Governor  Strong,  of  Massachusetts ;  bf 
the  miserable  faction  which  met  in  conclave  at 
Hartford ;  that  celebrated  convention  which  deemed 
it  prudent  to  exclude  the  light  of  Heaven  from  ita 
deliberations.  If  we  are  to  credit  the  newspaper 
publications,  (some  pieces  recently  publishea  un- 
der the  signature  of  Massachusetts,^  the  objects  of 
this  convention  were  not  very  disinterested,  hon* 
orable,  or  patriotic.  I  will  not  repeat  from  news- 
papers, for  I  mean  to  say  nothing  in  this  debate 
for  which  I  do  not  hold  myself  personally  respon- 
sible. But,  sir,  what  was  tne  situation  of  the  coun* 
try  when  this  convention  of  memorable  existence 
met  1  Was  it,  as  the  member  from  Massachusetts 
described,  all peaoe without,  and  sunshine?  Was 
there  no  other  evidence  of  a  storm  than  thatwhic^ 
is  given  in  a  close  room,  by  the  whispering  of  the 
wind  through  some  cranny  or  key  hole*— merely 
the  .£olian  harp  ?  Or  did  the  enemy  really  hang 
on  your  maritime  frontier,  like  the  sable  eloiid  of 
nignt,  threatening  to  sweep  with  the  besom  of  de> 
stmction  your  whole  coast?  Yes,  sir,  this  waa 
the  situation  of  the  country  when  the  convention 
of  famed  memory  met  in  conclave  at  Hartford } 
when  the  ministers  of  the  Gospel  in  New  Eng- 
land were  denouncing  from  their  pul]iits  the  Fed* 
oal  Administration,  and  teaching  their  flocks  that 
it  was  contrary  to  religion  and  humanity  to  rejoice 
at  the  victories  obtained  by  the  arms  of  the  United 
States  over  the  enemies  of  the  country.  If,  how- 
ever, the  i^ntleman  be  right  in  his  principles  of 
constroetion,  taking  the  clause  whicn  gives  gen- 
eral legislation  to  Congress — ^making,  as  he  does, 
the  sovereignty  reside  in  the  Government— to  use 
the  words  of  a  very  ^cat  man,  who  now  sleeps  in 
the  dust,  this  sweeping  clause,  this  Constitution, 
has  a  strong  squinting ;  it  squints  not  only  at  mon* 
archy,  but  at  despotism — despotism  as  aosolute  as 
ever  wielded  the  sceptre  over  a  set  of  crouching 
slaves.  Sir,  I  had  always  believed  that  the  sov- 
ereign power  in  this  country  resided  in  the  people. 
The  very  idea  of  responsibility  on  the  part  of  the 
representative,  proves  that  the  sovereign  power  it 
in  the  people.  The  gentleman  desires>  to  explain^ 
to  which  1  certainly  can  have  no  possible  objec- 
tion. [Mr.  CusHMAN  said  he  had  admitted  the 
sovereign  power  to  be  in  the  people.]  And  pmy. 
sir,  what  does  the  gentleman's  explanation  prove  ? 
That,  although  the  people  have  retained  in  their 
own  hands  the  sovereign  power,  and  attempted  to 
establish  a  Government  of  very  limited,  specifled, 
and  delegated  powers,  yet,  by  the  use  ot  the  terms 
common  defence  and  general  wel&re — terms  used 
to  point  out  the  objects  for  which  the  specified  and 
enumerated  powers  had  been  delegated — their 
whole  object  had  been  defeated;  that,  by  the  use 
of  these  terms,  they  had  created  a  Government  of 
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the  most  indefinite  and  unlimited  powers.  I  shall, 
in  a  subsequent  part  of  the  debate,  take  some  fur- 
ther notice  of  these  rules  of  construction. 

I  will  now  pass  on  to  a  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Taylor.^    I  shall  not  notice  all  his 
remarks,  nor  pursue  tnem  precisely^  in  the  order  in 
which  tney  were  made.    He  said  that  he  had  no 
spirit  of  hostility  to  the  people  of  the  South — to  the 
people  of  the  slaveholding  States.    He  said  that 
we  had  at  length  fallen  upon  evil  days.     If  the 
policy  advocated  by  the  gentleman  be  persisted  in, 
the  day  may  indeed  become  evil.    It  may  lead  to 
conflicts  of  the  most  direful  character ;  it  may 
blight  the  hopes  of  the  most  devoted  friends  of 
liberty  and  self-government,  and  clothe  this  nation 
in  mourning.    "This  new  doctrine — invasion  of 
State  rights."    Does  the  gentleman  really  believe 
the  doctrine  to  be  new,  that  every  act  of  the  Grene- 
ral  Government,  not  authorized  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  is  an  invasion  of  the 
rights  of  the  States  1    Or  does  he  mean  to  convey 
the  idea  that  this  effort  to  preserve  the  States  from 
encroachments  on  the  part  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment is  unprecedented  ?    We  have  had  five  Presi- 
dents—one only  of  that  number  taken  from  the 
country  north  of  the  Potomac.   That  one.  although 
from  New  England — that  land  peculiarly  blessed 
by  liberty  and  equality— deemed  it  necessary  to 
surround  his  administration  by  the  guards  furnish- 
ed by  a  sedition  and  an  alien  act :  the  one  calcu- 
latea  to  stifle  inquiry :  the  other  to  enable  him  to 
baiiish  as  aliens  all  who  might  be  hostile  or  inimi- 
cal to  the  course  of  policy  pursued  by  him  in  the 
administration  of  the  Gfovemment     Were  not 
these  acts  of  usurpation  opposed  by  all  the  States 
south  and  west  of  the  Potomac  ?    Did  they  not 
kindle  an  unextinguishable  flame  of  opposition  in 
til  the  slaveholdinff  States  7    Were  they  not  suc- 
cessfully opposed  by  the  intelligence  and  good 
sense  ot  the  people,  on  the  following  grounds :  that 
the  sedition  act  was  a  violation  of  an  express  pro- 
vision of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ; 
the  alien  act  a  violation  of  the  spirit  and  meaning 
of  the  instrument,  by  uniting  in  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate powers  which  the  Constitution  had  confided 
to  separate  departments  of  the  Crovemment  ?    Has 
the  gentleman  forgotten  the  opposition  made  to 
the  act  incorporating  the  old  Bank  of  the  United 
States ;  partic^arly  to  the  act  which  contemplated 
a  renewal  of  the  charter ;  the  excitement  produced 
by  that  question  |  the  great  division  of  public  sen- 
timent which  existed  on  the  subject ;  the  division 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  on  the  question ; 
the  rejection  of  the  unconstitutional  measure,  to 
the  immortal  honor  of  a  former  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  (the  late  George  Clinton,)  by 
giving  the  casting  vote ;  the  general  and  successful 
opposition  to  the  stamp  act?  The  gentleman  can- 
not be  serious  when  he  speaks  of  this  doctrine  about 
State  rights  as  a  new  aoctrine.    This  change,  as 
he  is  pleased  to  term  it,  in  public  sentiment,  he 
endeavored  to  accoimt  for,  and  in  a  manner  the 
most  courteous.    He  even  attempted  to  excuse  our 
foibles,  by  stating  that  our  opinions  are  frequently 
influenced  without  our  being  sensible  of  it — sup- 
posed the  change  to  result  from  the  enhanced  value 


of  slaves.  As  far  as  I  know,  (and  I  do  not  profess 
to  have  much  information  on  the  subject,)  there 
are  but  two  legitimate  modes  of  reasoning — one 
from  fact,  the  other  from  analogy.  As  the  gentle- 
man does  not  presume  to  rely  on  facts,  he  must 
have  arrived  at  his  conclusion  by  reasoning  from 
analogy. 

Another  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Wood) 
contended  that  the  President  and  Senate  had  no 
right  to  negotiate  the  treaty  by  which  Louisiana 
was  ceded  to  the  United  States ;  no  right  to  stipu- 
late for  the  admission  of  a  people  residing  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  United  States  into  the  Union  on 
a  footing  of  equality  with  the  original  States.  1 
understand  that  this  treaty  was  submitted  to  the 
Congress  of  the  UAited  States;  that  it  received 
the  sanction  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  as 
well  as  the  President  and  Senate;  that  the  Con- 
stitutional powers  of  the  Gk)vernment  to  negotiate 
such  a  treaty  were  then  brought  into  discussion, 
and  the  right  denied  by  Messrs.  Griswold,  Picker- 
ing, and  Dana,  who  warmly  opposed  the  treaty. 
But,  sir,  it  is  enough  to  say  to  the  gentleman,  that 
he  has  made  the  discovery  too  late;  that  his  protest 
for  defect  of  title  should  have  been  earlier  made. 
What  is  the  situation  of  the  people  of  Missouri  ? 
What  has  been  the  conduct  or  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  ?  This  country  has  been  held 
for  nearly  seventeen  years.  The  people  of  the 
United  States  have  been  induced  to  migrate  there 
in  great  numbers.  The  supreme  law  of  the  land 
guarantied  to  them  protection  in  the  full  and  free 
enjoyment  of  their  property.  Land  offices  were 
established  thare,  the  public  lands  have  been  sold 
to  them,  and  on  terms  very  advantageous  to  the 
Government  and  people  of  the  United  States. 
Shall  the  Government,  after  derivinff  all  the  ad- 
vantages which  could  result  jfrom  this  course  of 
policy,  say  to  the  people  that  we  purchased  a  de- 
fective title  to  this  country;  that  we  will  take 
advantage  of  the  defect  in  our  own  title,  in  order 
to  impose  hard  and  onerous  conditions  on  you,  as 
the  price  of  your  admission  into  the  Union?  Sir, 
shall  the  Government  be  permitted  to  do,  with 
impunity,  that  which  woula  crimson  with  blushes 
the  cheeks  of  an  individual  ? 

The  gentleman  has  made  another  discovery, 
which  will  certainly  give  him  great  illustration  m 
the  country ;  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  guaranties  to  every  State  in  the  Union  a 
republican  form  of  government,  and  that  slavery 
is  incompatible  with  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment. Again,  the  gentleman  is  rather  unfortunate 
in  point  of  time ;  he  has  made  his  discovery  too 
late;  experience  and  fact  are  both  a^inst  him. 
It  is  something  like  a  discovery,  at  this  day,  that 
Homer  and  Virgil  were  destitute  of  taste  and  tal- 
ents for  poetry.  The  question  has  long  since  been 
settled  by  the  unerring  standard  of  taste — the  con- 
curring testimony  of  ages.  The  same  gentleman 
stated  that  the  united  States  tendered  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Missouri  a  constitution  with  this  restriction. 
Have  they  the  right  to  impose  it  7  This,  sir,  is  a 
clear  illustration  of  the  principles  of  those  who 
contend  for  the  doctrine  of  restrictions — of  those 
who  talk  about  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
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and  the  right  of  the  people  to  sdf-goTemmeDt. 
Congress  tender  to  the  people  of  Missouri  a  con- 
stitntion !  This  is  a  naked  presentation  of  the  doc- 
trine. For,  in  effect,  the  same  result  is  produced, 
whether  the  instrument  be  tendered  ready  written, 
or  the  fundamental  principles  dictated,  which  it 
is  to  contain. 

I  will  proceed  to  examine  whether  Congress 
possess  the  Constitutional  power  to  impose  on  the 
pHeople  of  Missouri,  as  the  condition  of  their  admis- 
sion into  the  UnioD,  the  perpetual  prohibition  of 
slavery,  or  involuntary  servitude.  In  order  the 
more  clearly  to  understand  the  Constitutional  pow- 
ers of  Congress,  in  relation  to  this  question,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  establish  some  principles  or  rules 
of  construction,  to  guide  us  in  our  future  investi- 
gation. The  sovereign  authority,  in  this  country, 
resides  in  the  people.  The  Grovemment  of  the 
United  States  is  a  Government  of  limited  and  de- 
fined powers.  The  attributes  of  sovereignty  dele- 
gated to  Congress  are  of  high  and  most  important 
character ;  they  are,  however,  clearly  defined,  and 
carefully  enumerated.  By  the  8th  section  of  the 
1st  article,  most,  if  not  all  the  powers  delegated  to 
Congress,  are  carefully  enumerated.  In  the  first 
clause  of  that  section,  the  objects  which  induced 
the  people  of  the  United  States  to  intrust  Congress 
with  the  exercise  of  such  important  and  truly  in- 
teresting powers  are  pointed  out.  to  wit :  ^*  the 
common  defence  and  general  weltare  of  the  Uni- 
ted States."  These  are  the  objects  which  those 
extensive  delegations  of  |)ower  were  intended  to 
effectuate.  They  are  pointed  out  as  the  grand 
objects  which  Congress  should  ever  keep  steadily 
in  view.  They  were  designed  as  beacons  to  guide 
the  Representatives  of  the  people  in  the  exercise 
of  the  high  powers  intrusted  to  their  integrity  and 
honor,  and  never  designed  to  furnish  to  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  this  defined  and  limited  Grovernment 
all  power  which  they  might  desire,  or  be  disposed 
to  exercise.  Congress  can  rightfully  exercise  no 
power,  unless  it  be  expressly  given  by  the  Consti- 
tution, or  unless  it  be  Doth  necessary  and  proper  to 
carry  in  to  effect  some  power  expressly  ffiven.  6y  the 
4th  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
section  3d,  it  is  provided  that  ^  new  States  may  be 
admitted  by  the  Congress  into  the  Union."  It  is 
contended  that  the  power  under  this  clause  to  ad- 
mit new  States,  is  in  its  nature  general ;  that  Con- 
gress has  discretionary  authority  as  to  the  admis- 
sion of  new  States  into  the  Union,  and  may  impose 
whatever  conditions  it  pleases,  as  terms  of  that 
consent.  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  referring  to 
some  pamphlets  and  speeches,  which  have  Seen 
laid  on  our  tables  with  the  view  to  guide  us  in  the 
discharge  of  the  important  duties  of  legislation. 
I  hope  the  radiance  of  intellect  which  Seams  on 
the  pages  of  these  pamphlets  and  speeches^  although 
it  has  afforded  me  very  little  aid  in  the  investiga- 
tion of  this  important  subject,  will  light  the  au- 
thors to  happiness.  The  Boston  Memorial,  the 
▼ery  title  of  which  is  calculated  to  mislead  and 
deceive :  it  is  alleged  to  be  ''on  the  subject  of  re- 
straining the  increase  of  slavery  in  the  new  States." 
In  the  fifth  page  of  this  memorial,  it  is  stated  that 
"the  Territories,  as  such,  can  have  no  rights  but 


what  are  conferred  by  Congress."  I  know  the 
gentleman  first  named  on  the  committee  which 
prepared  this  memorial ;  I  served  with  him  in 
Congress  during  the  most  gloomy  period  of  the 
late  war.  He  is  certainly  a  man  of  talents.  Can 
it  for  a  moment  be  pretended  by  any  man.  that  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  wheiever  they  may 
reside,  have  no  richts  except  such  as  ifre  conferred 
by  Congress.  The  servants  of  the  people — the 
mere  creatures  of  the  public  will — ^to  be  the  source 
from  which  the  people  derive  their  rights !  Their 
rights  to  life,  liberty«  and  the  means  of  pursuing 
their  happiness.  Tne  doctrine  is  too  aosurd  to 
require  serious  refutation.  In  the  same  memorial, 
pa^e  6  and  7,  it  is  further  alleged—-''  and  if  con- 
'  ditions  may  be  annexed,  it  depends  solely^  upon 
'  the  wisdom  of  Congress  what  such  condiuons 
'  shall  be.  They  may  embrace  eveij  thing  not 
'  incompatible  with  tiie  possession  of  those  fede- 
'  ral  rights  which  an  admission  into  the  Union 
'  confers  upon  the  new  States."  The  memorialists, 
in  order  to  present  a  naked  view  of  the  doctrines 
for  which  they  contend,  in  the  15th  page,  go  on  . 
to  show  what  they  understand  by  rignts  derived 
exclusively  from  the  State  ffovemment.  "The 
'  inhabitants  shall  be  admitted  as  soon  as  possible, 
'  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Con- 
'  stitution,  to  the  enjoyinent  of  all  the  rights, 
'  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the 
I  United  States."  The  rights,  advanta^,  and- 
immunities,  here  spoken  of,  must,  from  tne  very 
force  of  the  terms  of  the  clause,  be  such  as  are 
recognised  or  conmiunicated  by  the  Constitution  ' 
of  the  United  States.  The  clause  cannot  be  refer- 
red to  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  derived 
exclusively  trorn  the  State  governments,  for  these 
do  not  depend  upon  the  Federal  Constitution.  Be- 
sides, it  would  be  impossible  that  all  the  rights, 
advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the  dif- 
ferent States,  could  be  at  the  same  time  enioyed 
by  the  same  pcfsons.  These  rights  are  different 
in  different  States;  a  right  exists  in  one  State 
which  is  denied  in  others,  or  is  repugnant  to  other 
rights  enjoyed  in  others.  In  some  States^  a  free- 
holder alone  is  qualified  to  vote  in  elections;  in 
some  a  qualification  in  personal  property  is  sufli- 
cient :  and  in  ethers,  age  and  freedom  are  the  sole 
qualifications  of  electors.  The  bare  presentation 
of  this  reasoning  is  suflScient  to  prove  how  diffi- 
cult it  is  to  support  error,  even  when  the  most  in- 
ffenious  volunteer  their  services  as  its  advocates. 
It  is  first  contended  that  the  Territories,  as  such, 
(surely  meaning  the  people  who  inhabit  the  Ter- 
ritories, and  not  the  lands  which  compose  the  Ter- 
ritories,) can  have  no  rights  but  what  are  confer- 
red by  Congress.  Secondly,  that  conditions  may 
be  annexed  to  the  admission  of  a  State  into  the 
Union,  which  may  embrace  every  thing  not  in- 
compatible with  the  possession  of  those  federal 
rights  which  an  admission  into  the  Union  confers 
upon  the  new  State.  Thirdly,  it  is  emphatically 
contended,  that  the  right  of  suffrage  is  derived  ex- 
clusively from  the  State  governments.  The  Ter- 
ritories, as  such,  can  have  no  rights  but  what  are 
conferred  by  Congress.  They  maj  be  denied  all 
rights  which  are  not  federal.    If  the  reasoning 
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were  true,  the  most  important  right  which  can  be 
enjoyed  by  a  freeman,  in  civil  societies,  to  wit, 
ri^ht  of  suffrajK,  could  never  be  enjoyed  by  the 
citizens  of  a  Territory.  How  wouM  they  elect 
their  Representatives  to  Congress?  Such  rea- 
smiin^  is  too  absurd  to  merit  further  notice. 

I  wjll  not  occupy  the  time  of  the  Committee  bv 
reading  from  the  treaty  of  April.  1803,  by  whicn 
the  French  Republic  ceded  to  tne  United  States 
Louisiana;  that  clause  which  secured  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  ceded  territory  the  free  enjoyment  of 
their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion  which 
they  prclessed,  and  provided  for  their  speedy  ad- 
mission into  the  Union,  according  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Federal  Constitution,  because  the  clause 
has  so  oflen  been  read  that  it  must  be  distinctly 
remembered  by  every  member  of  the  Committee. 
By  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  article  6, 
''  all  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land."  I  beg  leave  to  refer 
the  Committee  to  the  printed  speech  of  Mr.  King : 
he  remarks,  paee  7,  ''It  is  further  objected  that 
the  article  of  the  act  of  admission  into  the  Union, 
by  which  slavery  should  be  excluded  from  Mis- 
souri, would  be  nugatory,  as  the  new  State,  in 
virtue  of  its  sovereignty,  would  be  at  liberty  to 
revoke  its  consent,  and  annul  the  article  by  which 
slavery  should  be  excluded.  Such  revocation 
would  be  contrary  to  the  obligations  of  good 
faith,  which  enjoin  the  observance  of  our  en- 
gagements— ^it  would  be  repugnant  to  the  princi- 
ples upon  which  Government  itself  is  founded. 
Sovereignty,  in  every  lawful  government,  is  a 
limited  power,  and  can  do  only  what  it  is  lawful 
lo  do.  Sovereigns,  like  individfuals,  are  bound  by 
their  enoagements,  and  have  no  moral  power  to 
break  them.  Treaties  between  nations  xepose 
on  this  principle."  This  appears  to  be  as  com^ 
plete  a  surrender  of  the  question  as  could  be  made 
by  any  terms  which  bdong  to  the  language  in 
which  they  are  expressed.  The  treaty  ceding 
Louisiana,  of  which  Missouri  was  a  part,  expressly 
secured  to  the  people  their  liberty,  ]Mnopat)r,  and 
religion,  and  provided  for  their  speedy  admission 
into  the  Union,  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
Federal  Constitution.  « 

Treaties,  made  under  the  authority  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  are,  by  the  Constitution,  declared  to  be 
the  suiveme  law  of  the  land.  Mr.  King  places 
the  obligations  of  a  treaty  on  the  same  ground, 
and  gives  to  them  equal  force  in  a  moral  point  of 
view,  with  those  obligations  which  bind  the  mem- 
bers of  society  to  each  other,  and  secure  obedience 
to  their  Grovernment.  Let  us  contrast  this  great 
and  distinguished  statesman  with  himself.  Let  it 
be  remembered  that,  at  the  time  Louisiana  was 
ceded  to  the  United  States,  the  people  of  that 
country  held  slaves,  and  that  their  slaves  consti- 
tuted a  very  important  part  of  their  property.  Mr. 
King,  page  7:  ''As  ail  nations  do  not  permit 
'  skkveiy,  the  term  property ,  in  its  common,  and 
'  universal  meanin^^,  does  not  include  or  describe 
'  slaves.  But,  admitting  that  such  was  the  inten- 
'tion  of  the  parties,  (to  wit:  to  include  slaves 
'  under  the  term  prcperty^)  the  stipulation  is  not 


only  temporary,  but  extends  no  furUier  than  to 
the  property  actually  possessed  by  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Mi&souri,  when  it  was  first  occupied  by 
the  United  States.  Property  since  acqmred  by 
themp  and  property  acquired  or  possessed  by  thie 
new  inhabitants  of  Missouri,  has,  in  each  case, 
been  acquired  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  not  during  or  under  the  laws  of 
Louisiana.  Should,  therefore,  the  future  intro- 
duction of  slaves  into  Missouri  be  fcnrbidden,  th^ 
feelings  of  the  citizens  would  be  reconciled  to 
their  exclusion;  and  the  inconsiderable  number 
of  slaves  owned  by  the  inhabitants  at  the  date  of 
the  cession  of  Louisiana,  would  be  onancipated, 
or  sent  for  sale  into  States  where  slavery  exists.^' 
I  know  the  influence  which  Mr. 'King  has  in  cer- 
tain portions  of  the  United  States,  among  a  par- 
ticular description  of  politicians.  He  is  certamly 
a  man  of  very  great  experience,  and  ought  to  oe 
well  skilled  in  diplomacy.  I  appeal  to  the  Com- 
mittee, and  ask,  contidently,  wnether  a  greeier 
want  of  candor  could  be  exhibited  ?  I  say  candw. 
A  treaty,  solemnly  entered  into,  the  stipulations  of 
w-hich  were  peculiarly  designed  to  extend  protec- 
tion to  the  inhabitants  of  tne  ceded  territory ;  to 
secure  to  them  the  complete  and  absolute  control 
over  their  property,  wnich  consisted,  to  a  very 
large  amount,  in  slaves;  and  this  grave  statesmaA 
affects  to  doubt  whether  the  contracting  parties 
intended  to  include  slaves  under  the  term  property, 
A^ain,  a  condition  submitted  to  by  the  people  of 
Missouri,  in  order  to  obtain  admission  into  the 
Union,  would  be  perpetually  binding  on  them  and 
their  posterity ;  because  good  faith  requires  an  ob- 
servance of  engagements,  and  because  treaties  be- 
tween nations  repose  on  this  principle.  Yet,  the 
stipulations  contained  in  the  treaty  of  cessioi^  are 
utto'ly  disregarded ;  stipulations  which  have  been 
again  and  a&;ain  recognised,  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  m  the  most  solemn  and  im- 
pressive manner — not  only  at  the  period  when  the 
treaty  was  ratified,  but  at  the  admission  of  Louisi- 
ana into  the  Union ;  and  in  every  act  of  legislation, 
for  the  territorial  government  of  the  whole  coun- 
try, ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States,  froia 
the  date  of  the  cession  in  April,  1803,  to  the  pres- 
ent moment.  Such  inconsistencies  require  no 
further  comment. 

The  power  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  reg« 
ulations  respecting  the  territory  and  other  property 
belonging  to  the  United  States  has  been  much  re- 
lied on  by  Mr.  King  and  others,  as  giving  to  Con- 
gress the  power  to  impose  the  condition,  or  re- 
striction, on  the  people  of  Missouri.  The  argu-  * 
ments  derived  from  this  grant  of  power  have  been 
so  fully  met  and  refuted,  by  those  who  have  pre- 
ceded me  in  the  debate,  that  I  shall  not  detain  the 
Committee  by  going  over  the  ground,  but  barely 
remark  that  tne  proposed  amaiament  is  intended 
to  operate,  not  on  tne  territory  or  other  property 
of  tne  United  States,  but  on  the  citizois  of  the 
United  Suites  and  their  property.  Property  which 
they  have  held,  and  been  induced  to  acquire,  on 
the  faith  of  the  pledge,  solemnly  made  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  that  the  people  of 
that  territory  should  be  protected  in  their  dvu  and 
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religions  pnvilages,  in  tibe  enjoyment  of  tbeir 
property,  and  that  they  should  be  admitted  into 
the  Union  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the 
principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  to  the 
enjoyment  of  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States. 

The  power  to  regulate  commerce  is  among  the 
express  powers  delegated  to  Congress.  This  power 
has  been  resorted  to,  in  order  to  prove  that  Con- 
gress can,  constitutionally,  impose  on  the  people 
of  Missouri  the  condition,  or  restriction,  contained 
in  the  proposed  amendment.  This  branch  of  the 
subject  shall  be  noticed  hereafter. 

The  political  doctors  of  the  day,  nol^tisfied  with 
resorting  to  the  different  clauses  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  g^y^  to  Congress  power  to  maJce  all 
needful  rules  and  reffulations  respecting  the  territory 
and  other  property  bdonginff  to  the  United  States; 
to  admit  new  States  into  the  Union ;  to  regulate 
commerce;  to  provide  for  the  common  defence 
and  generad  welfare ;  have  most  straneely  re8<nled 
to  the  9th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  Consti- 
tution, to  derive,  for  Congress,  this  omnipotent 
power  of  fixing  immutably  the  lundamental  prin- 
oiple,  by  which  the  people  of  Missouri  and  their 
posterity  are  to  be  governed.  This  section,  from 
the  be^nning  to  the  end,  contains  nothing  but 
prohibitions  and  restrictions  on  the  powers  of  Con- 
gress. The  first  clause  of  this  section  contains  the 
prohibition,  on  the  power  of  Congress,  relative  to 
the  migration  or  importation  of  such  persons  as 
any  of  the  States  shall  think  proper  to  admit  prior 
to  the  year  1808.  I  shall  not  dwell  on  the  terms 
migration  and  importation,  which  have  been  so 
often  repeated,  durmg  this  debate,  as  to  cause  them 
to  grate  on  the  ear  as  harshly  and  disagreeably  as 
the  chains  of  the  convict. 

I  am  very  happy  that  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  ^Mr.  Pinokney.)  a  member  of  the  Con- 
vention which  formed  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  has  given  an  account  of  the  under- 
standing of  the  Convention,  as  to  the  true  import 
and  meaning  of  these  terms,  which  corref^ponds 
completely  with  the  definitions  given  of  them  by 
the  most  learned  and  the  best  speakers  who  have 
taken  part  in  this  debate,  to  wit.  that  migration 
was  applied  to  all  persons  of  wnatever  color  or 
description,  who  should  voluntarily  remove  to  the 
United  States,  or  uiy  particular  State--«importa- 
tion,  to  all  persons  who  should  be  bron^t,  by  the 
will  of  others,  into  any  of  the  States.  All  con- 
tracts or  compacts  may  grant  more  or  less  than  the 
contracting  parties  designed  to  convey.  If  Con- 
gress possess  no  other  power  over  the  subject  of 
migation  or  importation,  than  what  can  be  derived 
£rom  this  0th  .secticm,  it  is,  to  ray  mind,  most  per- 
fectly clear,  that  not  a  single  power  is  possessed 
over  the  subject 

It  will  be  recollected  by  the  Committee  that  the 
precediuff  section  contains  an  enxHoeiation  of  the 
powers  desimied  to  be  intrusted  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  Stales.  Would  it  not  be  a  most  sim- 
giillir  inconsistency  for  men  of  very  inferior  per- 
raieacity  and  intdligence  to  those  who  framed 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  who  should 
be  engaged  in  a  work  of  such  deep  and  moment- 


ous importance  as  that  of  preparing  a  form  of  gov- 
ernment for  a  free  people,  who  were  jealous  and 
watchful  of  thek  liberties,  in  order  to  form  a  gov* 
emment  of  limited  and  defined  powers  which 
should  be  perfectly  secure  from  abuse  ?  First,  to 
enumerate,  with  care  and  accuracy,  the  several 
powers  intended  to  be  intrusted  to  tne  representa- 
tives of  the  people — yielding  to  the  well  founded 
jealousy  entertained  of  the  prc^pensity  of  man  to 
abuse  delegated  powers,  that  the  very  singular 
mode  should  have  been  adopted  to  confer  new  and 
more  extensive  powers,  by  prohibiting,  except  tm* 
der  peculiar  circumstances,  or  for  a  mnitecl  time, 
the  exercise  of  some  of  the  most  important  powers, 
expressly  delegated,  or  resulting  by  necessary  ana 
miavoidaUe  implication,  from  powers  thus  con- 
ferred. Sir,  there  is  no  rule  of^  construction ;  no  , 
principle  of  reason^  which  is  not  opposed  to  such  ' 
a  moae  of  imparting  power.  I  know  I  may  be 
met  with  the  objection,  that  it  is  from  this  clause 
that  Congress  derives  the  power  to  suspend  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus.  To  which  I  answer,  that 
Congress  derives  from  this  clause  no  power  over 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus;  that  it  was  designed 
to  furnish  a  rale  of  construction,  to  prevent  the 
abuse  of  power  b^  suspending  this  writ,  on  which 
the  personal  security  and  liberty  of  the  citizen  so 
much  depended.  The  people  of  this  country  had 
not  long  shaken  off  the  yoke  of  a  foreign  tymnt. 
They  had  had  many  painful  evidences  of  the  abuse 
of  power  by  the  British  Qovemment  in  suspend- 
ing the  great  and  efficacious  writ.  But  can  it  for 
a  moment  be  doubted  that  Congress  has  the  Con- 
stitutional power  to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus?  But  for  the  prohibition  contained  in  this 
section  on  the  exercise  of  this  power,  it  might  have 
been  very  much  abused.  Are  not  tne  powers  del- 
egated to  Congress,  in  their  nature  sovereign  ?  Is 
not  the  power  to  declare  war  a  hi^h  sovereign 
power,  confided  by  the  people  to  their  representa- 
tives ?  Is  not  thejpower  to  create  tribunals  inferior 
to  the  Supreme  Uourt,  expresdy  given  ?  Is  not 
the  whole  judiciary  of  the  United  States  organized 
by  an  act  of  Congress  ?  Are  not  the  forms  of 
writs,  and  the  rules  of  proceeding,  prescribed  by 
Congress?  Can  it  be  at  all  doubtful  that  the 
power  which,  under  the  Constitution,  prescribes 
the  rule  of  aetion ;  in  other  words,  gives  the  law 
to  the  courts  and  tbe  people,  when  the  public 
interest  demands  it,  can  suspend  even  this  highly 
important  and  remedial  writ?  This  was  known 
to  the  Convention;  the  prohibition  was  wisely  in- 
serted, as  a  necessary  guard  to  the  liberty  oi  the 
citizen. 

Again,  it  may  be  contended  that,  from  the  10th 
section  of  the  same  article,  which  contains  nothing 
but  restraints  and  prohibitions  upon  the  exercise 
of  certain  powers  by  tiie  States,  that  they,  when 
actually  invaded,  or  in  such  imminent  danger  as 
will  not  admit  or  delay,  derive  the  power  to  keep 
troops  and  ships  of  war,  to  enter  into  compacts 
with  each  other,  with  forei^  Powers,  and  even  to 
engage  in.  war.  Not  so,  sir.  It  serves  mer^dy  as 
a  rule  of  construction,  as  an  additional  evidence 
of  the  jealousy  of  the  people  of  this  country  of 
their  rights  and  liberties,  and  of  the  propensity  fX 
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man  to  abuse  power  when  intrusted  to  him.  Not 
a  right  is  conferred  on  the  States  by  this  section. 
The  States,  in  relation  to  the  General  Gh)Tern- 
ment,  and  in  reference  to  their  defence,  occupy 
the  same  ground  as  individuals.  Whenever  a 
government  is  unable  to  defend  the  citizen,  the 
right  of  self-defence,  a  natural  right,  recurs  to  him; 
so  of  the  States.  When  the  General  Government 
is  unable  to  defend  the  States,  the  natural  and  in- 
alienable rij^ht  of  self-defence  reverts  to  the  States, 
and  authorizes  them  to  defend  and  preserve  them- 
selves. 

Shall  I  be  permitted  to  invite  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  the  amendments  to  the  Consti- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  articles  first  and  second  ? 
These  articles  contain  prohibitions  of  a  very  sin- 
gular character,  on  the  exercise  of  powers  by  Con- 
gress. I  confess  that  I  have  never  seen  these 
articles  without  regret.  I  have  considered  them 
as  disgraceful  to  the  hiffh  and  lofty  character  of 
the  American  people.  I  presume,  it  a  convention 
were  now  called,  to  frame  a  constitution  for  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  that,  instead  of 
embodying  a  few  general  and  fundamental  prin- 
ciples^ contained  m  a  little  pamphlet  like  this, 
[holding  the  Constitution  in  his  hand,]  it  would 
require  a  large  folio  volume  to  contain  the  necessary 
restrictions  and  prohibitions  on  the  Government 
against  undue  and  unwarrantable  exercbe  of  power. 
What  are  the  prohibitions  in  these  articles  ?  '<  Con- 
'  gress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  establish- 
'  ment  of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise 
'  thereof;  or  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of 
<  the  press ;  or  the  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to 
(  assemble,  and  to  petition  the  Government  for  a 
'  redress  of  grievances.  A  well  regulated  militia 
^  bein^  necessary  to  the  security  of  a  free  State. 
^  the  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  shall 
'  not  be  infringed."  I  ask  the  Committee  to  pause 
for  a  moment,  and  to  reflect  on  the  character  of 
these  prohibitions.  What  must  have  been  the 
jealousy  of  those  who  deemed  it  necessary  to  guard 
against  the  abuse  of  power,  by  such  restrictions, 
on  a  Government  of  limited,  denned,  and  delegated 
authority  ?  Under  what  pretence  could  Congress 
dare  to  interfere  with  afiairs  of  religion — ^with  the 
freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press  ?  Under  what 
state  of  things  could  it  be  presumed  to  be  necessary 
for  the  sovereign  people  of  the  United  States  to 
retain  to  thems  Jves  the  poor  privilege  of  assembling 
peaceably  to  petition,  not  their  sovereign  lords  and 
masters,  but  their  public  servants  and  agents,  for  a 
redress  of  grievances  ?  To  what  daring  usurpa- 
tions must  they  have  looked,  when  it  was  deemed 
necessary  to  secure  to  freemen  the  privilege  of 
keeping  and  bearinjg;  arms?  But,  sir,  Constitu- 
tional securities  against  the  abuse  of  power,  of  del- 
egated and  limited  power,  seem  to  be  but  beautiful 
and  splendid  illusions. 

Notwithstanding  these  securities  to  the  freedom 
of  speech  and  of  the  press,  we  have  seen  the  day 
when  a  sedition  act  was  deemed  both  necessary 
and  proper,  (among  a  particular  description  of  pol- 
iticians in  this  country,)  of  course  Constitutional. 
This  act  was  deemed  necessary  to  guard  the  indi- 
Tidual  who  hcdd  the  reins  and  guided  the  car  of 


St  ate.  This  illustrious  Chief  Magistrate,  who  was 
thus  entrenched  behind  the  protecting  influence  of 
a  sedition  act,  was  from  New  England — that  land 
so  peculiarly  blessed  by  freedom  and  equality ;  that 
land  where  slavery  is  unknown.  May  the  time 
not  arrive  when  the  science  of  political  chemistry 
shall  be  better  known ;  when  the  use  of  the  alembic 
is  better  understood ;  that  it  will  be  discovered  that 
Congress  has  the  Constitutional  power  to  prevent 
the  people  from  assembling  peaceably  for  any  other 
purpose  but  to  petition  their  lords  and  masters,  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  for  a  redress  of 
grievances!  Entertaining  the  opinions  which  I 
do,  of  the  limited  character  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  State,  of  the  responsibility  of  the  officers 
of  this  GK)vemment  to  their  constituents ;  of  the 
absolute,  uncontrolled,  and  uncontrollable  power 
of  the  people  over  not  only  their  public  servants, 
but  of  the  Constitution  and  form  of  Government 
itself,  those  reservations  of  privileges,  and  limita- 
tions of  power  on  the  Government,  appear  to  have 
resulted  from  infatuation  or  a  sickly  sensibility, 
which  induced  the  framers  of  the  amendments  to 
reserve  to  the  people,  as  privileges,  what  they  held 
as  rights ;  rights  which,  whenever  invaded,  ought 
to  arouse  the  people  to  the  most  prompt  and  vigo- 
rous resistance.  Yet,  sir,  experience  may  prove 
that  they  were  right.  If  the  Constitution  be  thus 
successfully  invaded,  and  the  people  should  tamely 
submit,  other  and  more  efiectual  limitations  will 
be  required. 

But,  sir,  it  has  been  triumphantly  asked,  if  Con- 
gress possess  no  power,  no  authority  on  the  subject 
of  admitting  new  States :  if  no  condition  can  be 
annexed :  if  any  people  who  think  proper  to  ^VVJYi 
have  the  right  to  admission  into  the  Union  1  To 
which  I  re^y,  that  Congress,  unless  bound  by  pre- 
vious obligation  to  admit,  has  the  unqualified  au- 
thority to  reject.  That,  under  the  fourth  article 
of  the  Constitution,  which  guaranties  a  republican 
form  of  government  to  every  State  in  this  Union, 
Congress  has  the  right  to  require  that  the  State  ap- 
plying for  admission  shall  adopt  a  republican  form 
ofgovernment. 

Permit  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  inquire  into  the 
character  of  the  population  of  Missouri.  By  whom 
has  that  Territory  been  settled  7  Are  the  inhabi- 
tants strangers,  ioreigners,  aliens  to  our  Govern- 
ment, manners,  religion?  Or  are  they  natire 
citizens  of  the  Unit^  States  ?  They  are  native 
citizens ;  many  of  them  have  fought  and  bled  in 
defence  of  the  principles  of  which  all  here  so 
proudly  boast.  Many  of  them  are  the  descendants 
of  gallant  men,  who  furnished  from  their  own 
veins  the  cement  for  this  our  temple  of  liberty.  I 
have  the  pleasure  to  know  some  of  the  citizens  of 
Missouri.  They  are  men  who  can  rear  their  crests 
by  the  side  of  any  gentleman  in  this  House,  from 
whatever  section  of  the  country  he  may  have  come, 
and  for  virtue,  intelligence,  patriotism,  and  valor, 
proudly  challenge  a  comparison.  I  allude  to  the 
O'Fallans,  the  nephews  of  George  R.  Clark — a 
name  held  in  sacrra  regard  by  Kentucky  and  Vir- 
ginia. The  man  whose  chivalic  spirit  and  daring 
enterprise,  conquered  the  finest  portion  of  country 
in  the  Union—the  country  north  and  west  of  the 


1360 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1S70 


Fbbruary,  1820. 


Jdmi99i9n  of  Miisomi, 


H.  OP  R. 


I 


Ohio — the  country  which  is  now  represented  in 
Congress  by  men  who  are  aiding  to  place  fetters 
on  the  nephews  and  relatives  of  this  verv  man. 
Nephews  who  have  proved  themselves  to  oe  true 
and  genuine  branches  of  the  original  stock. 
I  beg  leave  to  inquire  into  the  pretensions  of  the 
eople  of  the  North  and  East,  to  lorm  constitutions 
or  their  neighbors.  Have  the  people  of  those  por- 
tions of  the  Union  been  peculiarly  blessed  by  po- 
litical tranquillity,  harmony,  and  hajipiness?  I 
will  not  point  to  tne  political  commotions  which 
have  so  frequently  and  so  violently  agitated  the 

faiceful  relations  of  the  people  in  our  Northern  and 
astern  hemisphere,  because  they  are  familiar  to 
all.  I  will  barely  refer  to  facts,  supported  by  high 
authority.  Connecticut,  until  very  lately,  never 
had  a  constitution.  The  Governor  of  Massachu- 
setts, at  the  late  session  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  that  State,  recommended  the  call  of  a  convention 
to  revise  and  amend  the  constitution  of  the  State. ' 
The  Gro  vernor  of  New  York  recently  recommended, 
to  the  Assembly  of  that  State,  the  propriety  of 
calling  a  convention  to  re-model  and  amend  their 
constitution.  In  his  speech  to  the  two  houses  of  the 
Legislature,  at  the  opening  of  their  session,  he 
presents  the  following  striking  picture  of  the  polit- 
ical agitations  and  excitements  which  exist  in  that 
peat  State:  "While  this  State  has  made  rapid 
'and  sifi'nal  advances  in  prosperity,  it  has  been 
'  more  obnoxious  to  the  excitement  of  party  than 
'  an/  member  of  the  Federal  Union,  fi  ven  during 
'  the  gloomy  periods  of  the  Revolution,  this  spirit 
'  was  exhibited  in  a  variety  of  shapes,  and  since 
'  that  time  it  has  scarcely  ever  ceased  to  agitate 
'  society.  After  giving  fiul  weight  to  the  operation 
'  of  other  assiffQable  causes,  we  are  forced  to  con- 
'  elude  that  there  is  a  radical  defect  in  the  consti- 
'  tution  of  our  government ;  that  it  either  wants 

*  some  essential  check  against  the  progress  of  party, 

*  or  that  it  contains  in  its  arrangement  the  elements 

*  of  discord  and  excitement."  After  this  very  strong 
picture  of  the  political  cabals  which  agitate  his  own 
State,  and  disturb  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  its 
citizens,  modesty  would  seem  to  require  that  his 
Excellency  should  remain  quiet  and  silent  about 
the  afiairs  of  his  neighbors ;  that  he  should  direct 
his  own  energies,  and  enga«^e  the  energies  of  his 
State  Legislature,  exclusive^  to  correct  existing 
abuses  at  home.  Not  so  hb  Excellency ;  although 
he  admits  that  for  more  than  forty  years  he  and 
all  the  distinguished  statesmen  ot  his  great  and 
distinguished  State,  have  not  been  able  to  correct 
the  radical  evils  under  which  they  have  labored, 
he  is  ambitious  to  influence  the  deliberations  of 
Congress,  and  extend  his  fostering  care  to  the  peo- 

?le  of  Missouri,  by  furnishing  them  some  of  the 
iindamental  principles  by  wnich  they  and  their 
posterity  are  to  be  governed. 

He  thus  impresses,  in  his  speech,  on  the  Legis- 
lature, the  necessity  of  interposing : 

**  Nor  can  I  eonceal,  on  this  occasion,  tbo  deep  anx- 
iety which  I  feel  in  a  subject  now  under  the  conrider- 
ation  of  the  General  Government,  and  which  is  unfor- 
tunately calqalaied  to  produce  geographical  distinc- 
tiona.  Highly  important  as  it  is  to  allay  feelings  so 
inauspicious,  and  to  cultivate  the  most  friendly  com- 


munion with  every  member  of  the  Confederacy,  yet 
I  consider  the  interdiction  of  the  extension  of  slavery 
a  paramount  consideration.  Morally  and  politically 
speaking,  slavery  is  an  evil  of  the  first  magnitude ;  ani^ 
whatever  may  be  the  consequences,  it  is  our  duty  to 
progress,  in  all  cases  where  such  prohibition  is  allowed 
by  the  Constitution.  No  evil  can  result  from  its  inhi- 
bition, more  pernicious  than  its  toleration  ;  and  I  ear- 
nestly recommend  the  eipression  of  your  sense  on  this 
occasion,  as  equally  due  to  the  character  of  the  State, 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  Empire." 

Sir,  New  York  b  entitled  to  my  thanks,  and  to 
the  thanks  of  the  nation,  for  the  interesting  and 
gallant  stand  which,  under  the  auspices  of  her  late 
patriotic  Governor,  (Daniel  D.  Tompkins,)  she 
during  the  late  war  with  Qreat  Britain,  made 
ag;ainst  the  common  enemy.  But  I  must  be  per- 
mitted, afler  the  above  statement  of  facts,  to  enter, 
for  the  people  of  Missouri,  a  solemn  protest  against 
the  interference  of  the  people  of  the  North  and 
East  with  their  fundamentu  and  municipal  regu- 
lations— first,  for  the  want  of  capacity ;  and,  sec- 
ondly, because  they  have  no  right  to  interfere. 

May  not  the  people  of  Missouri,  with  great  force 
and  DTopriety,  say  to  the  people  of  New  Bngland 
and  New  York,  look  to  your  own  afiairs;  tran- 
quillize the  political  discord  and  excitement  which 
agitate  your  own  bosoms ;  heal  the  wounds  which 
die  political  parties  in  your  own  States  are  perpet- 
ually inflicting  on  each  other.  Let  us  alone ;  per- 
mit us  to  manage  our  own  afiairs  in  our  own  way. 
We  fear  the  constitution  which  you  are  endeavor- 
ing to  impose  on  us  will  either  want  some  essential 
check  against  the  progress  of  party,  or  that  it  will 
contain  in  its  arrangement  the  elements  of  discord 
and  excitement.  We  think  no  evil  can  result  from 
resi8tiD|[  with  manlv  firmness  and  fortitude,  this 
unconstitutional  and  unwarrantable  efibrt  which 
you  are  making  to  invade  our  sovereignly  and  in- 
dependence, so  pernicious,  as  would  be  a  base  and 
tame  acquiescence  on  our  part. 

The  doctrines  of  humanity  and  relision  have 
not  been  much  pressed  into  service  by  the  restric- 
tionists  latterly.  It  is  somewhat  singular  that  the 
pa.ssion  of  humanity  should,  at  the  same  instant  of 
time,  have  seized  so  stroncly  upon  New  England 
and  Old  England ;  that  this  passion  should  have 
been  so  strongly  and  so  sioffularly  enlisted  in  favor 
of  the  black  riaves  in  the  United  States.  Slavery 
on  every  other  portion  of  the  globe  seems  to  have 
had  no  effect  on  the  sympathies  of  these  philan- 
thropists. They  have  not  been  excited  by  the  con- 
dition of  the  white  slaves  of  Europe;  nor  bv  the 
sufferinffs  of  the  white,  blacky  and  party-colored 
slaves  oT  the  Indies.  The  African  slave  trade--- 
the  enslaved  descendanu  of  Africans  in  the  Uni- 
ted States---are  the  subjects  of  peculiar  sensibility 
and  interest  to  those  who  have  recently  engaged 
in  proclaiming  the  doctrines  of  benevolence  and 
humanity.  Tne  peculiar  a  nd  strongly-marked  hos- 
tility of  Old  England  to  the  people  of  the  South- 
em  and  Western  States,  the  holders  of  black  slaves, 
is  well  known.  Let  the  people  of  England— or 
Qreat  Britain — cast  their  eyes  on  the  map  of  the 
earth,  and  see  what  a  large  proportion  of  its  habitar- 
l)le  part  is  covered,  and  by  millions  of  human 
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beings  held  in  the  most  wretched  state  of  bondaee, 
by  the  policy  of  their  own  Government.  In  the 
West  Indies,  in  Europe,  in  the  East  Indies,  mil- 
lions of  human  beings,  presenting  every  shade  of 
color,  and  every  grade  oi  suffering  and  miser j-,  tes- 
tify by  their  execrations  that  they  are  the  victims 
of  British  policy — of  British  cruelty  and  ambition. 
Tet  we  find  the  pages  of  every  public  journal  in 
Great  Britain  filled  with  exclamations  and  denun- 
ciations against  the  holders  of  black  slaves  in  the 
United  States.  England,  despotic  and  heartless 
as  she  is,  still  endeavors  to  preserve  the  appearance 
of  some  reeard  and  respect  for  the  opinions  of  the 
world.  She  still  can  blush,  or  appear  to  blush,  by 
keeping  the  veil  closely  drawn.  It  would  not  do 
for  ner  to  express  much  sympathv  for  white  slaves. 
Her  half-fed  and  badly-clothea  subjects  in  the 
highlands  of  Scotland ;  her  enslaved  subjects  in 
Ir^and;  would  attract  painful  attention.  The 
imerable  condition  of  the  people  in  the  East  In- 
dies, rendered  thus  miserable  by  her  despotic  policy, 
would  intrude  itself.  The  wnite  slaves  in  every 
part  of  Europe,  therafore,  fail  to  excite  her  human- 
ity. The  Hungarian  peasant,  whose  state  of  slavery 
and  subjugation^  according  to  BrigU^  are  infinite- 
ly more  oppressive  than  that  of  the  black  slave  in 
America,  excites  no  portion  of  her  sympathy  or 
humanity.  Can  England  disguise  the  fact — can 
her  friends  conceal  it — that  she  has  done  more  to 
entail  misery  on  the  African  race,  and  their  de- 
scendants, than  all  the  other  Powers  of  the  earth? 

Humility  is  said  be  the  most  odious  garb  in  which 
Pride  can  oe  dressed.  This  may  be  true,  sir ;  but 
it  is  stiU  more  odious  to  see  Ambition  dressed  out 
in  the  meek  habiliments  of  religion,  with  human- 
ity on  her  lips,  whilst  the  love  of  power  swells 
her  heart.  We  need  take  but  a  glance  at  the  his- 
tory of  the  times  that  are  past,  to  see  this  same 
Ambition,  covered  with  the  mantle  of  religion, 
profaning  the  God  whom  it  affected  to  adore ;  pois- 
oning the  stream  of  human  felicity ;  rioting  on  the 
sofierings  of  the  innocent.  Shall  we  look  for  ex- 
amples to  the  land  which  is  sometimes  called  the 
land  of  our  ancestors — to  Great  Britain — ^to  happy 
Bngtand  ?  If  we  look  to  the  reign  of  the  bloody 
Mary  or  the  present  Regent,  we  sSaXL  see  the  spirit 
of  ambition  arrayed  on  the  side  of  humanity  and 
religion ;  how  happily,  let  the  blood  and  the  tears 
<^  tne  Catholics  of  Ireland,  shed  by  the  same  sabre 
which  has  been  drawn  in  defence  of  the  Catholics 
of  Spain,  testify.  The  worship  of  the  Ddty  has 
been  proscribed  to  the  Catholics  at  home — to  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland — whil&t  the  Spanish  Catho- 
lic has  been  sustained  by  the  same  authority,  even 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  to  his  altar  and  his 
God.  And  all  this  has  been  done  in  the  name  of 
humanity,  and  under  the  pretext  of  devotion  to 
religion ! 

But,  sir,  it  will  be  expected  that  I  should  say 
something  on  the  power  of  Congress  to  interdict 
the  African  slave  trade.  The  power  to  regulate 
commerce  is  delegated  to  Congress  in  general  and 
comprehensive  terms.  The  most  essential  attri- 
bute of  the  power  to  regulate,  by  law,  the  trade  of 
the  country,  is  to  preserve  the  purity  and  justice  of 
the  trade.   The  African  slave  trade  came  properly 


within  the  power  to  regulate  commerce.  This 
trade,  which  was  carried  on  in  fraud  and  injus- 
tice, by  kidnapping,  is  as  completely  within  the 
power  of  Congress  to  interdict,  by  punishing  the 
citizens  of  the  Qnited  States  engaged  in  it,  as j)i- 
raey ,  or  any  other  fraudulent  and  swindling  traffic. 
It  results  from  the  general  power  to  regmate  the 
commerce  of  the  country,  and  not  from  tbe  limita- 
tions on  the  exercise  of  the  power  by  Congress 
over  the  migratioti  and  importation  of  such  persons 
as  any  of  the  States  should  think  proper  to  admit 
prior  to  the  year  1808.  There  is  no  express  power 
given  to  Congress  to  prevent  the  migration  of  for- 
eigners to  the  United  States;  but  the  power  to 
establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization  is  ex- 
pressly given.  This  power  is  given  to  enable 
Congress  to  promote  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare.  The  general  power  to  make  citi- 
zens must  necessarily  include  tbe  power  to  judge 
of  the  expediency  of  exercising  the  power,  and  ex- 
tend to  the  power  of  excluding  the  applicants  from 
settling  and  residing  within  the  limits  of  the  Union. 
Otherwise  it  would  have  been  in  the  power  of  sev- 
eral €k)vemments  in  Europe  to  have  thrown  into 
this  country  such  a  large  number  of  persons,  as 
not  only  to  have  influenced  our  deliberations, 
but  actually  to  have  endangered  our  safety.  The 
members  of  the  Federal  Convention  saw  the  ne- 
cessity of  clothing  Congress  with  this  important 
power ;  they  also  saw  and  knew  how  important  it 
was  to  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  that  its  pop- 
ulation should  be  augmented  by  migration ;  and, 
as  the  several  States  had  governments  capable  of 
deciding  this  question  of  policy,  at  least  for  a  lim- 
ited time,  the  exercise  of  the  power  over  the  sub- 
ject was  prohibited  to  Congress  until  1808. 

The  agitation  of  this  question,  if  productive  of 
no  other  good  consequence,  must  be  calculated  to 
settle  a  question  heretofore  of  doubtful  policy.  It 
must  convince  the  people  of  the  United  States  that 
their  territory  is  sufficiently  extensive.  If  every 
accession  of  territory  shall,  when  the  population 
becomes  sufficiently  numerous  to  demand  admis- 
sion into  the  Union  as  a  State,  thus  agitate  the 
Confederacy,  and  threaten  to  reduce  society  to  its 
elements,  for  one,  I  am  disposed  to  fix  the  limits 
where  they  now  exist;  to  extinguish  no  more  In- 
dian titles  to  lands  beyond  the  acknowledged  limits 
of  the  United  States.  I  think  the  Florida  pur- 
chase may  be  considered  as  settled.  If,  after  so 
many  years  negotiation,  if,  after  so  many  prevari- 
cations on  the  part  of  Spain,  we  are,  in  order  to 
secure  a  few  millions  of  dollars  to  our  merchants, 
to  procure  that  which  is  to  promote  the  spirit  of 
discord,  hatred,  and  disunion  among  the  States,  it 
may  be  well  to  pause,  and  inquire  whether  the 
price  will  not  be  too  high. 

Sir,  I  am  attached  to  the  Union;  but  it  is  a  ra- 
tional attachment.  I  have  no  superstitious  attach- 
ment, either  to  the  Union  or  any  thing  else.  I  am 
attacned  to  the  Union,  because  I  believe  it  calcu^ 
lated  to  secure  the  political  rights,  tranquillity, 
prosperity,  and  happmess,  of  the  people  of  this 
country.  The  moment  the  Union  shall  fail  to  se- 
cure and  promote  these  objects  I  shall  detest  it,  as 
I  would  any  odier  species  of  despotism. 
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With  what  propriety  can  those  who,  during  the 
Revolution,  emlmrked  with  us  their  fortunes  and 
&eir  hopes  on  board  the  same  ship ;  who  gladly 
elung  to  us  during  the  hour  of  danger,  after  it 
stood  the  storm  during  the  Rerolntionary  conflict, 
and  rode  triumphantly  through  the  tempest  during 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain — ^passing  safely 
over  the  rough  sea  which  set  in  from  abroad,  un- 
disturbed bv  die  ripple  added  by  domestic  faction — 
now  that  all  is  poice  and  sunshine,  turn  upon  us, 
and  upbraid  us  with  the  stains  and  spots  oi  n^^ 
slavery ;  a  species  of  slaverer  which  existed  before 
and  durinff  uie  Revolution  in  every  State  in  the 
Union ;  ^ich  has  alwavs  exbted  since  the  Rev- 
olution, in  portions  of  tnis  country,  and  which 
they  bound  themselves,  by  the  most  sacred  of  all 
compacts,  never  to  disturb?  Let  the  parties  to  the 
compact,  who  have  been  borne  thus  safely  and 
happily  in  this  old  ship,  but  adhere  to  the  charter- 
party — the  Constitution — ^I  have  no  doubt  she  will 
glide  in  safety  on  the  wave  of  time  to  the  end  of 
the  present  century,  prepared,  at  that  period,  still 
to  go  on  with  the  fairest  prospect  of  a  successful 
voyage  to  the  close  of  the  next  century.  Permit 
me  to  borrow  the  dying  words  of  the  immortal 
Lawrence,  while  his  eye  was  fflazed  by  death: 
honor  and  fflory  brightened  on  nis  brow-*Jie  ex- 
claimed, ''don't  ffive  up  the  ship!"  I  say  to  you. 
hold  on  to  the  Union^--don't  give  up  the  political 
ship — cling  to  the  original  charter-party — ^tne  Con- 
stitution; all  win  be  well — the  nation  will  be 
happy. 

Is  there  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  who  has 
not  felt  his  bosom  warmed  and  animated  by  the 
sun  of  our  political  confederacy  7  The  sun  which, 
on  the  4th  of  July,  1776,  rose  with  such  unusual 
brightness  and  matchless  splendor,  which,  for  more 
than  forty  years,  has  warmed  and  animated  this 
society,  and  lighted  its  path  to  glory  and  to  happi- 
ness. Shall  me  political  balance  and  harmony  of 
our  system  be  destroyed,  and  that  sun  be  precmi- 
tated,  with  disastrous  ruin,  on  the  bosom  of  this 
society,  which  it  has  so  often  cheered  and  bright- 
ened into  joy  and  felicity  ?  I  trust  that  Heaven 
will  avert  the  sad  calamity.  That,  under  the  ge- 
nial influence  of  this  sun,  that  flowering  wreath 
which  has  so  long  bound  in  concord  and  harmony 
this  Confederacy,  will  maintain  an  imperishable 
verdure — that  its  bloom  will  be  perpetual,  its  frag- 
rance immortal ! 

Mr.  Darlimoton,  of  Pennsylvania,  addressed 
the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish  to  submit  a  few  remarks 
on  this  question  *,  and  I  trust  the  Committee  will 
be  disposed  to  extend  their  indulgence  towards  me 
for  a  lew  moments,  when  they  recollect  that  I  am 
not  in  the  halnt  of  trespassing  upon  their  patience 
in  this  way.  I  am  very  sensible  that  I  snail  not 
be  able  to  uo  justice  even  to  my  own  views  of  the 
subject ;  for  I  am  utterly  unpractised  in  the  busi- 
ness of  public  speaking  -,  yet,  believing  that  this  is 
a  question  of  vital  importance,  not  only  to  the 
character  of  this  nation,  but  likewise  to  its  safety, 
prosperity,  and  happiness ;  and  believing  also,  that 
some  erroneous  impressions  exist,  in  relation  to 
many  of  those  who  advocate  the  amendments  be- 


fore you,  I  feel  constrained  to  attempt  a  few  ob- 
servations. 

I  shall  not  presume  to  undertake  an  exposition 
of  ambiguous  Constitutional  points,  after  the  very 
able  and  learned  discussions  which  we  have  bid 
from  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me.  Such  an 
attempt  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  as  unnecessary 
now,  as  it  certainly  would  be  presumptuous  in  me 
at  any  time.  I  shall,  therefore,  content  myself,  at 
this  stage  of  the  debate,  with  offering  some  of  those 
views  which  present  tnemselves  to  a  common  un- 
derstanding. And  here,  sir,  as  an  American,  proud 
and  jealous  of  our  national  character,  I  trust  I 
may  be  permitted  to  say,  that  it  is  a  source  of  no 
little  mortification  to  me  to  see  the  Congress  of 
these  United  States,  in  the  44th  year  of  am 
independence,  seriously  sustaining  the  question 
whether  it  be  rightful  and  expedient,  without 
an  uncontrollabie  necessity,  to  sanction  human 
slavery  in  the  new  repuUics  which  are  to  be  added 
to  this  Confederacy  1  I  had  once  fondly  hoped 
that  such  a  spectacle  wocdd  never  have  been  ex- 
hibited by  us,  to  gratify  the  malignant  envy  of  the 
despots,  and  their  execrable  parasites,  who  outrage 
the  rights  of  mankind  in  the  OM  World,  and  w€o 
sicken  at  the  idea  of  their  conservation  here.  I 
had  hoped,  that  we  should  have  persevered  with 
unanimity,  as  we  have  hitherto  done,  in  erecting 
new  republics  upon  the  true  and  genuine  principles 
of  our  Government,  exeludiuff  human  slavery  wiUi 
the  utmost  care  and  solicitude,  wherever  it  should 
be  in  our  power  to  do  so.  The  generous  and  pre- 
dominant sentiments  of  the  American  people,  as  far 
as  I  have  had  an  opportunity  to  be  acquainted 
with  those  sentiments,  seemed  to  me  to  warrant 
such  a  hope;  and  I  cannot  yet  relinquish  tibe  idea. 

We  have  been  told,  indeed — and  I  fed  it  my 
duty,  as  a  Representative  of  RepMioan  PmntWr 
vaM,  to  notice  the  remark — ^we  have  been  told, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that,  however  laudable  may  be  the 
motives  of  many  who  are  in  favor  of  restricting 
slavery,  yet  that  there  are  political  jugglers  behind 
the  scenes,  who  are  making  use  of  the  proposition 
and  its  advocates,  as  the  forlorn  hope,  and  the  last 
desperate  effort  oi  an  expiring  par^.  Sir,  where 
I  am  best  known,  it  woiud  be  needless  to  say  that 
I  have  nothing  to  do  with  their  views,  their  olbrts, 
or  dieir  hopes ;  that  I  have  never  had  any  concern 
or  connexion  with  that  expiring  party.  From 
my  earliest  youth,  upwards,  1  have  ttteo.  a  demo- 
cratic republican;  and  I  leave  it  to  those  who 
have  once  belonged  to  the  aforesaid  expiring  party, 
if  there  be  any  such  here,  to  develope  the  schemes 
of  their  jucglers.  I  have  never  been  in  their  se- 
crets ;  but  I  cannot  help  observing,  that  I  see  geh- 
tlemen  who  are  avowea  members  of  that  unfortu- 
nate party,  zealously  engaged  in  the  ranks  of  our 
opponents,  in  endeavors  to  defeat  this  amendment. 
Sir.  I  do  not  believe  it  is  a  question  of  party  views 
witn  any  man  wiio  loves  his  country,  or  reels  an 
interest  m  its  reputation  and  permanent  welfare. 
But,  sir,  I  have  always  been  taught  to  believe,  that 
it  was  no  part  of  republicanism  to  authorize,  or 
even  to  connive  at,  slaveiy,  in  the  formation  of 

fovemments^  where  it  could  possibly  be  prevented, 
will  here  frankly  confess,  too,  that  it  is  cause 
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of  pain  and  teetet  to  be  opposed  to  gentlemen  for 
whom  I  have  the  highest  re^rd,  and  with  whom 
it  has  generally  been  the  pride  and  the  happiness 
of  myself  aod  my  colleagues  to  co-operate.  But, 
on  this  occasion,  I  must  pursue  a  course,  however 
opposite  to  that  of  my  Southern  friends,  which  a 
solemn  sense  of  duty  renders  imperative ;  and  I 
ask  gentlemen  to  exercise  their  accustomed  liber- 
ality towards  us.  If  they  think  it  strange  that  we, 
who  have  generallv  actal  with  them,  are  opposed 
to  them  on  this  suoject,  we  can  only  say,  that  we 
think  it  equally  strange,  and  we  do  most  sincerely 
regret,  to  find  them  in  opposition  to  us. 

What  is  it,  Mr.  Chairman,  which  this  amend- 
ment proposes,  and  which  seems  to  excite  such  an 
uncommon  de^ee  of   sympathy   for  Missouri? 
What  is  the  mighty  bufbear  that  so  alarms  gen- 
tlemen?   Is  it  proposed  to  bind  her,  hand  and 
foot,  and  deliver  her  over  to  the  dominion  of  des- 
potism ?   S  ir,  a  man  of  plain  comprehension  miff ht 
well  be  astonished  if  he  were  to  learn,  for  the  first 
time,  after  hearing  the  arguments  and  forcible  ap- 
peals of  cpitlemen,  that  the  simple  proposition  be- 
fore you  IS,  to  enable  Missouri  to  become  an  inde- 
pendent Republican  State,  and  to  secure  her  from 
the  dreadful  curse  of  slavery !    We  propose  to  do 
that  for  her  which  we  have  already  done  for  the 
States  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  for  which  the 
citizens  of  those  States  wUl  be  forever  grateful. 
Mr.  Chairman,  the  existence  of  slavery  seems  to 
be  universally  considered  a  great  inoral  and  polit- 
ical evil  in  the  community.    Honorable  gentlemen 
who  have  an  intimate  knowledge  of  its  nature  and 
tendencies,  have  emphatically  termed  it  a  curse 
and  a  scourge  to  society.   The  ancient  and  respec- 
table Commonwealth  of  Virginia  perceived,  at  an 
early  day.  the  evils  which  it  would  entail  upon 
her^  and  she  protested  agamst  the  further  increase 
of  It.    But  the  Grovernment  of  Great  Britain,  re- 
gardless of  the  welfare  of  her  colonies,  permitted 
the  temporary  interest  of  a  few  to  endanger  the 
prosperity,  the  happiness,  and  the  safety,  of  the 
countless  generations  who  were  to  succeed  them. 
We  know  that  this  tremendous  evil  was  fastened 
upon  our  country  by  the  mercenary,  heartless  policy 
ot  an  arbitrary,  commercial  Government,  not  only 
without  our  agency  and  consent,  but  against  our 
earnest  protestations.    But  I  be^  to  ask,  sir,  what 
it  is  we  are  about  to  do  ?    I  wish  every  member 
of  the  Committee  would  seriously  consider  this 
question.    What  is  it  we  are  about  to  do  ?    Sir, 
unless  this  amendment  prevail,  we,  the  Republican 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  are  about  to  permit 
the  temporary  interest  of  a  few  individuals  (for 
few  they  are,  compared  with  the  numbers  who  are 
hereafter  to  exist  there)  to  entail  this  same  trans- 
cendent curse  upon  the  unborn  myriads  of  our  pos- 
terity, who  will,  in  future  times,  inhabit  the  fertile 
regions  of  the  West.    Yes,  sir^  as  we  now  view 
the  conduct  of  Great  Britain,  in  imposing  or  au- 
thorizing slavery  in  some  of  our  ancient  Common- 
wealths, so  will  the  future  citizens  of  these  Western 
Repubhcs  regard  this  Congress,  unless  we  interpose 
to  stay  the  progress  of  the  desolating  evil.    It  we 
mifier  this  perniciouspopulation  to  ramify  and  diffuse 
throughout  the  new  States  formed  in  our  territories, 


their  citizens  will  one  day  direct  their  agonized 
views  to  the  proceedings  of  this  body,  and  deplore 
the  policy  which  sanctioned  their  dreadful  destiny. 
They  will  find  themselves  doomed  to  evils,  by  our 
connivance  and  authority,  which  it  will  be  vain 
and  hopeless  to  attempt  to  remove.  Will  any  gen- 
tleman of  Virginia  or  Maryland  say,  that  it  would 
not  have  been  a  happy  circumstance  for  their  own 
States  if  the  early  settlers  had  been  prevented  from 
introducing  slaves  among  them  ?  And  will  it  not 
be  equally  beneficial  to  exclude  them  from  the 
Western  Commonwealths  ?  Can  there  be  a  doubt 
about  thb?  No,  there  cannot.  Then  now  is  the 
time  to  interfere ;  and  it  is  now  or  never.  But  it 
is  objected,  that  we  are  presuming  to  judge  for  the 
people  of  Missouri.  Sir,  I  consider  that  we  are 
mterested  in  this  question  as  well  as  the  people  of 
Missouri.  We  are  judging  for  ourselves  as  well  as 
for  them;  and  we  are  enabled,  by  melancholy, 
dear-bought  experience,  to  judge  correctly.  Gen- 
tlemen have  acknowledged,  that  they  would  advise 
an  exclusion  of  slavery,  because  they  know  it  is  an 
inveterate  and  incuraole  evil.  But,  sir,  although 
we  know  the  future  citizens  of  Missouri  wouldbe 
grateful  for  the  restriction,  it  is  not  from  an  offi- 
cious disposition  to  meddle  with  concerns  which 
are  foreign  to  us,  that  we  urge  it.  No,  sir.  If  the 
Missourians  were  to  be  a  separate  people,  it  would 
be  nothing  to  us  how  many  slaves  they  had,  or 
what  regulations  they  adopted.  Although  we 
might  wish  them  to  enjoy  republican  freedom,  it 
would  be  none  of  our  busmess  what  they  were,  or 
how  they  were  governed.  But,  Mr.  Chairman, 
they  are  to  become  a  constituent  part  of  this  Con- 
federacy ;  they  are  to  be  members  of  our  political 
family.  They  are  to  be  co-partners  in  our  great 
national  firm:  and  are  not  we  interested  in  the 
character  and  condition  of  those  who  propose  to 
join  us  ?  Have  we  no  right  to  jud^  of  the  fitness 
of  those  who  wish  to  participate  m  our  afiairs  ? 
We  have  embarked  in  the  business  of  free  govern- 
ment. We  have  recognised  the  sublime  doctrines 
of  the  rights  of  man  in  our  own  States,  as  far  as 
existing  circumstances  would  permit :  and  do  we 
not  owe  it  to  consistency,  to  our  high  character, 
and  lofty  pretensions,  nay,  to  our  own  welfare  and 
safety,  to  carry  this  recognition  of  sound  principles 
into  all  the  new  governments  erected  under  our 
authority,  and  which  are  to  join  us  in  the  inagnifi- 
cent  scheme  ?  Do  not  the  wise  and  the  virtuous 
the  friends  of  freedom  and  mankind,  in  all  parts  of 
the  world,  anxiously  expect  it  at  our  hands  >  Shall 
we  blast  the  hopes  of  those  philanthropists,  who 
regard  our  country  as  the  great  asylum,  the  last 
and  only  refugeof  liberty  and  rational  government? 
Forbid  it  Heaven !  We  are  solemnly  bound  not 
only  to  secure  our  own  welfare,  but  to  provide,  aji 
far  as  we  can,  for  that  of  our  posterity.  When  we 
know  that  the  welfare  of  our  descendants  in  Mis- 
souri, as  well  as  in  the  United  States  generally, 
requires  the  restriction  of  slavery,  how  can  we 
reconcile  it  to  our  sense  of  duty  to  permit  the  un- 
necessary introduction  and  diflusion  of  an  evil 
which  we  are  sure  will  be  the  scourse  of  countless 
generations  ?  But,  say  gentlemen,  the  people  now 
m  Missouri  may  not  choose  to  exclude  slavery ; 
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and  they  have  a  right  to  judge  for  themselves  in 
this  matter.  And  pray,  sir,  have  not  this  Congress 
a  right,  also,  to  judge  for  themselves,  whether  it 
will  be  for  the  good  of  the  Union  to  admit  new 
members  who  hold  mankind  as  slaves?  If  the 
people  of  this  nation,  or  a  great  majority  of  them, 
believe,  as  I  have  no  doubt  they  do,  that  it  would 
be  pernicious  and  dangerous  to  add  new  States,  of 
this  description,  to  the  Union,  have  they  not  a 
right,  and  a  discretionary  power,  to  exclude  such 
Slates  1  If  they  have  not,  then  they  are  in  a  most 
deplorable  condition.  They  are  then  deprived  of 
the  right  of  self-preservation,  which  is  a  right  in- 
herent in  all  bodies.  Sir,  we  have  the  right  of 
self-preservation ;  we  have  the  ri^t  to  judge  of 
the  means  of  safety :  and  it  is  our  solenm  duty  to 
exercise  it,  and  to  guard  against  evil,  whenever  it 
is  in  our  power  to  do  so.  It  is  our  duty  to  take 
care  that  the  Republic  receive  no  detriment ;  and 
believing  that  it  would  be  highly  detrimental  to 
this  Union,  and  destructive  to  the  first  principles 
of  our  Government,  to  sanction  the  creation  of 
new  members  with  a  power  to  establish  human 
slavery  where  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary.  I  feel 
bound  to  oppose  it.  I  should  deem  it  a  dereliction 
of  duty,  on  my  part,  to  connive  at  such  an  evil,  for 
which  I  could  not  hope  to  be  pardoned,  either  here 
or  hereafter.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied,  that  the 
clause  of  the  Constitutibn  which  says  "new  States 
may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress  into  the  Union," 
gives  us  the  right  to  judge  whether  they  ouffM  to 
be  admitted.  We  must  exercise  our  discretion,  and 
ascertain,  to  our  satisfaction,  whether  such  "  new 
States"  are  of  a  character  to  increase  the  strength 
and  promote  the  welfare  of  this  Union ;  or  whether 
they  may  not  endanger  our  safety  and  happi- 
ness :  for  I  contend  we  have  a  right  to  consult  our 
safety  and  to  pursue  our  own  happiness.  The  Dec- 
laration of  Independence  is  surely  correct  when  it 
asserts  this  right ;  notwithstanding  some  of  its  doc- 
trines have  been  ridiculed  and  denied  on  this  floor, 
as  they  once  were,  and  probably  yet  are,  in  the 
British  Parliament.  Sir,  suppose  the  island  of 
Cuba  should  become  an  independent  State,  and 
should  apply  for  admission  into  this  Union,  with 
all  her  slaves  and  foreign  habits ;  are  we  bound  to 
admit  her  ?  No  one  wul  pretend  that  we  are.  We 
should  judge  for  ourselves  whether  it  would  be  for 
our  own  good  to  receive  her :  and  I,  for  one,  should 
very  much  doubt  it.  under  any  treaty  stipulations ; 
for  I  hold  the  good  old  Republican  doctrines  rela- 
tive to  the  treaty-making  power.  And  yet,  sir,  we 
might  admit  her,  because  Congress  may  admit  new 
State^.  Sir,  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  on  the 
subject  of  our  discretionary  powers. 

The  sparse  population  now  in  Missouri  may 
not  yet  perceive  the  evils  of  slavery ;  and  may, 
therefore,  be  willing  to  indulge  in  the  dangerous 
gratifications  which  it  affords,  until  it  is  too  late. 
So  it  was  in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  Those 
States  wished  for  more  slaves.  They  insisted  on 
the  privilege  (which,  unhappily  for  themselves, 
and  the  whole  nation,  was  concede  to  them,)  of 
importing  that  description  of  persons  for  twenty 
years  after  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion. But,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  do  they  say  now  ? 
16th  Con.  1st  Ssss. 


Do  they  not  see  their  error?  Nay,  do  they  not  feel 
it,  and  deplore  it  ?  And  are  we  never  to  profit  by 
woful  experience?  Are. we  to  go  on,  wilfully,  and 
perverse,  blindfold,  in  this  fatal  career,  until  sla- 
very shall  be  extended  over  three-fourths  of  the 
republics  in  this  Confederacy  ?  I  hope  not.  I 
pray  to  God  that  we  may  have  the  virtue  and  the 
firmness  to  restrain  its  progress,  before  we  are  ir- 
retrievably lost  in  the  dreadful  abyss.  Some  of 
the  learned  gentlemen  of  the  bar,  who  oppose  this 
amendment,  have  exercised  their  ingenuity  in  sub- 
tle distinctions,  and  technical  rules  of  deduction, 
borrowed  from  their  profession.  They  were,  no 
doubt,  very  applicable  to  the  subject ;  and,  as  far 
as  I  understand  them,  I  listened  with  pleasure — I 
hope  with  profit,  They  also  borrowed  some  of 
their  illustrations  from  my  profession  ;  and  there, 
I  think,  I  understood  them  better.  But,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  could  by  no  means  assent  to  their  correct- 
ness, when  they  came  within  my  province.  I  trust 
they  were  more  correct  while  on  their  own  grounds. 
Gentlemen  compared  the  evil  of  slavery  to  a  malig- 
nant poison ;  and  they  called  upon  us  to  dilute  it, 
by  dinusion,  in  order  to  render  it  more  tolerable. 
Sir,  it  is  a  malignant  poison,  or  rather,  I  would 
say,  it  is  a  malignant  disease  in  the  body  politic, 
whose  deleterious  ravages  are  extended  with  all 
the  certainty  and  inveteracy  of  specific  contagion. 
It  is  more  loathsome  than  thb  small-pox  itself; 
and  its  desolating  influence  ought,  by  all  means, 
to  be  confined  within  the  smallest  possible  limits. 
Would  you  diffuse  contagion  in  a  community,  by 
way  of  relief?  Would  you  disseminate  small-pox, 
with  a  view  to  dilute  its  malignity,  or  to  mitigate 
its  effects  ?  No,  sir,  that  would  be  quackery  with- 
out a  parallel  in  the  darkest  ages  of  the  profession. 
Sir,  the  immortal  ordinance  of  1787,  respecting 
the  territories  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  was  the 
grand  Jennerian  discovery  in  relation  to  the  mal- 
ady of  slavery  in  our  country ;  and  I  trust  we 
shall  continue  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  blessing. 
The  Congress  of  1787  introduced  a  sort  of  politi- 
cal vaccination  into  the  constitutions  of  Ohio,  In- 
diana, and  Illinois,  which  effectually  secured  those 
States  from  the  evil ;  and  I  am  also  for  extending 
the  same  salutary  process  to  our  infant  sister,  Mis- 
souri. And  why  ?  Is  it  to  injure  her  ?  Is  it  to 
mutilate  or  disfigure  her  ?  No,  sir,  it  is  to  secure 
her  health,  and  to  preserve  her  beauty !  Mr. 
Chairman,  should  you  deem  these  observations  to 
savor  unduly  of  tfi  shop^  I  must  plead,  in  mitiga- 
tion of  your  censure,  the  precedent  set  by  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  green  satchel.  Much  has  been  said, 
Mr.  Chairman,  on  both  sides,  about  religion,  as 
connected  with  this  question.  I  shall  not  adduce 
religious  arguments  in  aid  of  my  opinions,  because 
I  am  well  aware  that  the  sacred  name  of  religion 
has  been  too  often  improperly  used  for  political 
purposes.  I  have,  indeed,  heard  the  benevolent 
principles  of  Christianity  urged,  with  unanswer- 
able force,  in  my  estimation,  against  the  further 
extension  of  this  crying  enormity ;  and  yet  I  have 
also  recently  seen,  with  feelings  which  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  describe,  the  holy  scriptures  cited  as  au- 
thority in  favor  of  the  practice  of  holding  man- 
kind as  slaves !    But  I  am  not  disposed  to  mingle 
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politics  with  religion.    I  am  for  keepiag  Church  I 
and  State  separate,  on  all  occasions.    I  cannot, : 
however,  help  noticing  a  remark  of  the  gentleman  i 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pinckney.)    I  under-  1 
stood  him  to  say,  that  slavery  could  not  be  incon- 
sistent  with  religion,  because  the  Deity  permits  a 
large  portion  of  the  human  race  to  be  held  in 
-bondage.    I  am  sure  the  gentleman  did  not  re- 
flect on  the  extent  to  which  such  an  ar^ment 
would  go,  or  he  would  not  have  advanced  it.   Sir, 
if  that  doctrine  were  correct,  it  would  ^o  to  sanc- 
tion every  evil  that  is  permitted  to  exist  in  society ; 
and  we  should  find  little  reason  to  smile,  or  be  sur- 

Iirised,  at  the  quaint  determination  of  the  liberty- 
oving  fathers  and  founders  of  New  England, 
who,  we  are  told,  resolved  that  they  womd  be 
governed  by  the  laws  of  God  until  they  could  en- 
act others  better  suited  to  their  condition.  But, 
sir,  I  must  beg  leave  to  say,  that  the  religion  which 
sanctifies  the  unnecessary  existence  of  slavery,  is 
not  the  religion  which  we  profess  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

It  has  been  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  opposition 
to  this  amendment,  that  all  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  have  a  ri^ht  to  the  territory  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  inasmucn  as  it  was  purchased  with 
their  money ;  that,  therefore.  Congress  cannot  pre- 
yent  citizens  from  remoyine  thither  with  their 
slaves  and  other  property.  But  it  is  admitted  that 
the  people  of  Missouri  may,  themselves,  exclude 
slavery.  Now,  if  it  be  a  right  which  belongs  to  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  as  such,  to  remove 
there  with  every  description  of  property,  how 
comes  it  tha^  his  slaves  may  be  thus  excluded  ? 
Can  sixty  thousand  people,  by[  forminff  a  State 
goyemment  in  one  of  your  territories,  abridge  the 
rights  of  citizens  of  the  United  States?  When 
the  public  lands  are  thrown  into  the  market,  can 
these  Missourians  exclude  all  purchasers  who  wish 
to  come  there  with  their  slaves  ?  It  would  seem 
that  they  can ;  and  this,  to  my  mind,  conclusively 
shows  tnat  the  right  to  carry  slaves  into  the  new 
States  is  not  a  right  of  an  United  States'  citizen, 
as  such.  But  again :  it  is  generally  conceded,  that 
Congress  may  prohibit  slavery  in  a  territory ;  and 
yet,  if  holdinjB^and  carrying  slaves  were  one  of  the 
rights  of  a  citizen  as  aforesaid,  such  prohibition 
would  seem  to  be  a  more  direct  infringement  of 
that  right,  because  the  territory  is  the  common 
property  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  My 
inference,  therefore,  is,  that  the  right  to  carry 
slayes  into  a  new  State,  or  territory,  is  not  a  federal 
rijQrht.  I  consider  the  right,  if  it  may  be  so  called, 
of  holding  mankind  as  slaves,  to  be  a  local  one, 
derived  from  those  State  institutions  where  slavery 
is  already  permitted. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  cannot  but  view  this  ardent 
desire  to  introduce  slavery  into  Missouri,  as  some- 
what analogous  to  the  mania  for  banking,  which 
lately  prevailed  to  such  an  unfortunate  degree  in 
some  of  the  States.  A  number  of  speculators  were 
so  infatuated  with  the  prospect  of  gain,  by  bank- 
ing, that  no  argument  could  prevail  with  them  to 
pause,  or  to  calculate  the  dangers  of  the  scheme. 
They  persisted  in  the  delusion  until  they  had  well 
nigh  ruined  the  country,  and  entailed  upon  it  a 


vitiated  currency,  which  can  only  be  eradicated  by 
a  long  period  of  suffering  and  privation.  So  will 
it  be,  but  with  consequences  a  thousand  fold  more 
aggravated,  if  slavery  be  permitted  in  Missouri. 
The  people  of  that  State,  or  their  posterity,  will 
find,  when  it  is  too  late,  that,  by  yielding  to  the 
seductions  of  a  fallacious,  temporary  interest,  there 
will  be  entailed  upon  them  a  perpetual  curse — an 
evil  without  a  remedy ;  and,  what  is  more  to  the 
purpose  of  the  present  argument,  an  evil  which  will 
not  merely  affect  themselves,  but  the  whole  Union. 
It  will  impair  the  strength  and  existing  relations 
of  the  Union;  and,  therefore,  Pennsylvania  is 
deeply  interested  in  preventing  such  an  evil.  Sir, 
Pennsylvania  has  a  deep  interest  in  the  perpetuity 
of  this  Union.  Her  locality — her  territory,  stretch- 
ing from  the  Delaware  to  the  Ohio — and  partak- 
ing partly  of  the  character  of  an  Atlantic,  and 
Eartly  that  of  a  Western  State ;  her  habits,  and 
er  attachments,  all  afford  a  strong  pledge  of  her 
devotion  to  the  Union :  and  she  cannot  fail  to  be 
sensibly  alive  to  every  measure  calculated  to  affect 
the  bonds  of  our  Confederacy.  She  regards  the 
unnecessary  extension  of  slavery  in  the  new  States 
as  a  measure  of  that  description — as  a  most  per- 
nicious and  dangerous  measure.  It  is,  in  her  esti- 
mation, subversive  of  the  true  principles  of  the 
Constitution ;  incompatible  with  the  high  charac- 
ter of  our  Government,  and  repugnant  to  every 
dictate  of  sound  policy.  Nor  can  these  views  be 
interpreted  to  the  disparagement  of  Pennsylvania. 
Are  they  not  consistent  with  the  eternal  and  im- 
mutable laws  of  truth  and  justice  ?  Do  they  not 
accord  with  the  established  character  of  Pennsyl- 
vania ?  What  is  her  character  ?  Gentlemen  have 
taken  occasion  to  eulogize  their  respective  States, 
with  great  justice  and  eloquence,  and  I  can  see  no 
reason  why  I  may  not  attempt,  in  ray  humble 
style,  to  tell  the  simple,  honest  truth,  of  mine.  Is 
she  aspiring  or  ambitious  ?  Does  she  assume  more 
than  Decomes  her  as  a  member  of  this  Union? 
The  honorable  Speaker  has  told  you,  and  told  you 
truly,  that  she  is  "unassuming."  Is  she  not  mild, 
and  just,  and  humane,  in  her  policy  ?  Consult  her 
institutions.  Is  she  not  Republican?  Yes,  sir, 
she  presents  to  you,  in  her  sons,  a  phalanx  of  Re- 
publicans, whose  firmness  and  inflexible  devotion 
to  the  true  principles  of  liberty  may  challenge 
comparison  with  those  of  any  of  her  sisters.  Is 
she  nostile  to  her  sisters  of  the  South?  Hostile^ 
sir !  on  the  contrary,  she  entertains  the  warmest 
affection  for  them.  She  reioices  in  their  prosper- 
ity, and  sympathizes  with  their  adversity.  When 
calamities  overtake  them,  she  feels  and  she  acts  as 
becomes  her — as  becomes  a  true  and  virtuous  mem- 
ber of  this  political  family.  If  proof  were  de- 
manded, I  need  only  refer  you  to  her  proceedings 
at  this  moment,  in  relation  to  a  recent  and  dread- 
ful calamity  in  the  South,  (the  fire  at  Savannah.) 
Sir,  they  are  worthy  of  her ;  and  I  take  pleasure 
in  adding,  that,  in  the  district  from  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  come,  every  township  in  the  respect- 
able county  where  I  reside  has  a  committee  now 
employed  m  procuring  relief  for  the  sufferers. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  mention  not  these  things  vaunt- 
ingly;  I  would  disdain  to  do  so.     It  would  be 
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offensive  to  the  generous  spirits  engaged  in  tke 
laudable  work,  f  notice  them  solely  to  show  that 
Pennsylvania  is  any  thin^  bat  hostile ;  that  sbe 
possesses  and  cherishes  the  Kindest  feelings  towards 
the  South.  Is  she  hostile  to  Southern  polities? 
Let  the  unostentatious  annals  of  her  political  ca- 
reer furnish  the  answer.  No,  sir ;  it  has  been  her 
pride  to  act  with  the  Republicans  of  the  Southern 
States.  Her  sons  have  marched  with  them, 
shoulder  to  shoulder,  in  the  various  struggles  for 
political  rights  and  national  honor;  and,  when 
some  of  her  temporarily  misguided  sisters  have 
been  vexed  at  her  undeviating  course,  they  have 
peevishly  exclaimed — ^^* Pennsylvania  is  partial  to 
Virginia — she  is  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the 
South !"  Sir,  those  idle  reproaches  moved  her  not 
She  regarded  them  as  the  eballitions  of  vexation 
and  disappointment.  Her  object  was  the  estab- 
lishment of  those  great  political  principles  in  the 
administration  of  our  Government,  which  has 
made  it  the  envy  and  the  admiration  of  the  world. 
In  every  national  contest  for  principles  or  for 
safety,  her  aid  has  been  unceasing,  her  support  in- 
variable ;  and,  amid  all  the  difficulties  which  the 
Government  has  found  from  foreign  foes,  or  way- 
ward domestic  factions,  she  has  been  uniformly 
known  as  '^  faithful  Pennsylvania." 

Away,  then,  with  every  insinuation  that  Penn- 
sylvania may  or  can  be  cajoled  or  influenced  on 
tnis  question,  by  the  spirit  which  erst  displayed  it- 
self at  Hartford,  or  any  other  unhallowed  spirit. 
Sir,  any  imputation  of  that  sort,  from  any  quarter 
whatever,  is  as  groundless  as  it  is  illiberal ;  and 
she  repels  it  with  scorn.  She  acts  from  the  noblest 
motive  that  can  animate  the  human  breast,  and 
from  a  clear  and  thorough  conviction  that  the 
adoption  of  the  proposition  before  you  is  essential 
to  the  welfare,  the  honor,  and  the  safety  of  the 
Republic.  The  unanimous  voice  of  her  legisla- 
tire  councils  on  this  subject,  attests  her  deep  sense 
of  its  importance ;  and  I  trust  her  Representatives 
here  will  respond,  with  fidelity,  to  her  wishes. 

Mr.  Whitman,  of  Massachusetts,  followed,  on 
the  same  side,  and  advocated  the  restriction,  in  a 
speech  of  nearly  two  hours.  When  he  had  fin- 
ished, several  other  gentlemen  rose ;  but  Mr.  Sim- 
kins  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  floor ;  and,  on  his 
motion,  the  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  ad* 
journed. 


Thursday,  February  17. 

The  Spbaxek  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  petitions  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  oi  Indiana,  on  behalf 
of  Captain  Rigger's  company  of  Rangers,  and  of 
Daniel  D.  Norton ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  paying 
to  the  State  of  Illinois  three  per  cent,  of  the  net 
proceeds  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
within  the  same ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  bills 
from  this  House  or  the  following  titles,  to  wit: 


"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ether  Shepley,  adminis- 
trator of  Thomas  Buckminster,  late  lieutenant  in 
the  33d  regiment  of  the  United  States  Infantry ;" 
and  an  "  Act  for  the  relief  of  William  McDonald, 
deceased,  late  captain  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,"  were  read,  and  severally  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  Chen  again  proceeded,  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  to  the  consideration  of  this  bill,  and 
the  amendment  proposed  thereto  by  Mr.  Taylor. 

Mr.  SiMKiNB.  of  South  Carolina,  resumed  the 
debate,  and  spoke  more  than  an  hour  against  the 
restriction. 

Mr.  Dennibon,  of  Pennsylvania,  took  the  other 
side,  and  spoke  some  time  in  support  of  the  icstric- 
tion. 

Mr.  Tyler,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  Chair  as 
follows: 

Mr.  T.  said  that  he  regretted  that  the  state  of 
his  health  had  been  such  ^as,  heretofore,  to  hare 
prerented  him  from  taking  part  in  this  debate; 
that,  although  he  had  not  entirely  recovered  from 
that  indisposition,  yet,  that  he  felt  himself  called 
on  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  express  his  sentiments  on 
this  important  question ;  important,  not  only  as  to 
the  actors  of  this  day ;  important,  not  only  as  to 
the  present  point  of  time^  but  vitally  so,  as  to  the 
permanency  of  our  political  institutions,  and,  of 
consequence,  important  to  the  interests  of  ages  yet 
unborn.  The  day  has  not  lone  passed,  said  ne, 
in  which  this  country  was  divided  between  two 
great  parties;  the  struggle  then  was  for  ofllce. 
That  state  of  things  might  be  considered  as  natu- 
ral to  a  Republic.  But  party  spirit  has  almost 
entirely  disappeared.  When  at  its  greatest  height 
what  aid  it  amount  to  ?  It  gave  to  you  some  un- 
easiness, it  is  true,  in  the  time  of  your  travail  and 
difficulty,  but,  under  its  influence,  the  country 
prospered,  and  our  most  anxiqus  wishes  were  con- 
summated. But  behold  now  our  situation  !  You 
have  no  longer  the  man  of  the  North  against  the 
man  of  the  North,  but  State  against  State — ^the 
North  and  Bast  against  the  South  and  West — 
one  moiety  of  this  country  arrayed  against  the 
other.  Sir,  the  republican  of  the  North  has  now 
turned  his  back  on  the  republican  of  the  South. 
I  call  on  him  to  pause ;  I  require  ot  him  to  re- 
member the  days  which  we  have  seen  together. 
In  times  of  great  peril  we  have  been  united ;  diffi- 
culties have  vanished  before  us ;  and,  by  our  united 
policy,  the  high  destinies  of  our  common  country 
nave  been  advanced.  Say  that  you  triumph  on 
this  occasion.  Over  whom  do  you  triumph  ?  I 
will  tell  you :  over  those  who  have  heretofore  been 
your  friends;  over  those  who  waded  with  you 
through  the  perils  and  difficulties  of  your  Revo- 
lutionary struggle ;  over  men  whose  destinies  have 
been  united  with  yours  since  the  dark  period  of 
1798  and  1799 ;  whom,  since  that  period,  you  have 
met  here  as  firm  and  steadfast  friends.  Poor  is  the 
triumph — unworthy  the  trophy ! 

Sir,  said  he,  we  have  heard  much  of  excitement, 
of  irritation.  How  has  it  arisen^  and  who  has 
produced  it?    Let  it  be  set  down  m  the  tablets  of 
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your  memory  that  it  is  the  work  of  the  North,  and 
not  of  the  South.  A  bill  is  reported  in  the  usual 
form  for  the  admission  of  a  Territory  as  an  inde- 
pendent State  into  this  Union ;  and  the  unusual 
and  extraordinary  ^position  is  made  to  abridge 
it  in  the  exercise  of  an  essential  right.  We  have 
a  right  to  demand  the  reason  of  this  innovation. 
Other  States  have  been  admitted  without  this  re- 
striction. Why  is  it  that  you  now  assume  to  your- 
selves the  exercise  of  this  power  ?  Are  the  people 
of  Missouri  less  capable  of  adopting  measures  cal- 
culated to  advance  their  happiness  than  the  people 
of  the  other  States?  Who  are  they  ?  Tl^f  are 
identified  with  ourselves;  they  are  emigrants  from 
all  the  States.  They  have  carried  wim  them  the 
very  principles  whicn  we  possess ;  their  stock  of 
intelligence  is  as  great,  in  proportion  to  their  num- 
bers, as  is  to  be  found  elsewhere.  Be  sure,  then, 
that  you  have  the  right,  and  that  it  is  good  policy 
to  adopt  this  limitation  on  the  powers  of  thatpeo- 
{de.  If  you  doubt  as  to  either  the  right  or  the  pol- 
icy^ remember  that,  as  to  the  fijpst^  you  cannot 
satisfy  your  consciences  by  the  exercise  of  doubt- 
ful power ;  and  that,  as  to  the  last,  to  doubt  should 
induce  you  to  abstain  from  acting.  All  experience 
proves  that  they  who  act  in  obedience  to  the  dic- 
tates of  a  doubtful  policy  may,  by  possibility,  be 
right,  but  that  they  ar«  much  nkore  often  wrong 
than  right. 

GenUemen  have  attempted  to  show  the  Consti- 
tutional right  to  impose  this  condition,  and  in 
what  manner  ?  They  have  hunted  through  every 
section  of  the  Constitution ;  one  fixes  on  one  clause, 
another  on  another,  and,  by  a  course  of  ingenuity 
almost  intangible,  have  attempted  to  extract  this 
grand  desideratum  of  powers.  For  one,  on  such 
an  occasion,  I  not  only  require  that  vou  shall  rea- 
son ingeniously,  but  that  you  shall  render  your 
power  clear  and  manifest.  Tell  me  not  of  implied 
and  doubtful  powers ;  against  them  I  weigh  the 
very  nature  or  our  Government,  and  the  spirit  of 
our  institutions.  They  are  founded  on  the  great 
principle  that  man  is  capable  of  self-government ; 
that  he  requires  no  foreign  aid  in  regulating  his 
domestic  concerns.  Our  Revolution  was  founded 
on  this  principle;  England  denied  to  us  the  right 
to  legislate,  except  by  her  special  authority ;  nay, 
she  proclaimed  the  very  principle  which  you  now 
nroclaim  as  applicable  to  Missouri — the  right  to 
bind  you  by  her  own  system  of  legislation.  To 
this  the  American  spirit  did  not  bow.  It  went 
forth  to  the  battle,  in  the  majesty  of  its  strength, 
and  achieved  the  victor]^  of  our  independence. 
But,  sir,  the  principle  which  we  are  called  on  to 
adopt,  goes,  by  a  sightless  distance,  farther  than 
England  ever  dared  to  go.  Her  acts  of  legislation 
were  fleeting  and  ephemeral;  liable  at  all  times  to 
repeal;  but  we  are  to  legislate,  not  only  for  the 
present  day,  but  for  all  ages  to  come.  This  re- 
striction, if  adopted,  is  unuterable  and  intermina- 
ble in  its  duration.  No  succeeding  generation  have 
any  power  over  it.  It  constitutes  the  very  essence 
of  the  political  existence  of  Missouri.  It  is  the 
condition  precedent,  and  must,  through  all  future 
time,  attach  to  the  estate.  GoaUemen  have  ex- 
ultingly  read  to  us  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 


ence. Prom  it  they  have  gathered  that  which,  as 
an  abstract  truth,  I  am  not  disposed  to  deny :  ^  that 
all  men  are,  by  nature,  equally  free,  sovereign,  and 
independent."  Can  this  proposition  admit  of  ap- 
plication to  a  state  of  society?  Does  not  its  fal- 
facy  meet  you  in  every  walk  of  life  ?  Distinctions 
will  exist.  Virtue  and  vice,  wealth  and  poverty, 
industry  and  idleness,  constitute  so  many  barriers, 
which  human  power  cannot  break  down,  and  v^ich 
will  ever  prevent  us  from  carrying  into  operation, 
in  esOenso,  this  ^eat  principle.  Take  this  princi- 
ple and  preach  it  up  to  the  monarchs  of  the  world ; 
will  they  descend  from  their  lofty  eminences,  or 
raise  mankind  to  a  level  with  themselves?  No, 
sir,  the  principle,  although  lovely  and  beautiful, 
cannot  obliterate  those  distinctions  in  society  which 
society  itself  engenders  and  gives  birth  to.  Liberty 
and  equality  are  captivating  sounds ;  but  they  of- 
ten captivate  to  destroy.  jBngland  had  her  Jack 
Cades  and  levellers.  Look,  I  pray  you,  to  revolu- 
tionary France.  These  were  tne  principles  of  that 
day.  Mark  the  consequences!  Murder  and  ra- 
pine stalked  over  the  land,  and  the  guillotine,  the 
work,  too,  of  a  philanthropist  of  that  day,  was  the 
sad  monument  of  this  fallacy.  Liberty  and  equal- 
ity was  proclaimed  by  Robespierre  and  his  asso- 
ciates, at  the  very  moment  that  they  were  enrich- 
ing the  fields  of  France  with  the  blood  of  her 
citizens.  Nor  was  the  doctrine  confined  to  polit- 
ical institutions,  but.  advancing  with  a  daring 
step,  fought  even  witn  the  Creator,  and  mocked  at 
the  immutable  truth  of  religion. 

Turn  your  eyes  also  to  South  America.    The 
throne  oi  the  Incas  was  washed  from  under  them 
by  the  tide  which  flowed  in  from  Spain.    The 
native  of  the  forest  was  deprived  of  his  freedom, 
and  made  to  toil  for  bis  new  master.    Then,  too, 
sprung  up  a  philanthropist,  who  claimed  for  the 
Indian  an  equal  rank  in  creation  with  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Spain.    His  claim  was  admitted,  and 
Africa  mourned  over  the  mistake,  and  her  deepest 
,  curses  may  still  be  uttered  against  the  memory  of 
Las  Casas.    But,  Mr.  Chairman,  although  I  do 
j  not  believe  that  this  principle  of  equality  can  be 
'  applied  to  man  in  esstinso^  yet  I  love  it^  and  admire 
!  it  as  an  abstract  truth,  and  will  carry  it  into  opera- 
I  tion  whensoever  I  can ;  and,  sir,  I  call  on  goitle- 
j  men  to  lend  me  their  aid  in  the  present  instance. 
I  If  we  cannot  raise  the  black  man  up  to  the  level 
j  with  the  white — and  that  we  have  not  the  consti- 
tutional power  to  do  so  none  here  have  denied — 
I  let  us  raise,  at  least,  the  white  man  up  to  this  level. 
j  Extend  an  equality  of  rights  to  the  people  of  Mis> 
souri.    Place  them  upon  a  footing  with  the  people 
'  of  New  York,  Connecticut,  and  of  the  other  States. 
'  What  are  the  rights  of  the  people  of  Connecticut 
and  the  other  States?    They  have  the  right  to 
alter,  to  amend,  to  abolish  their  constitutions. 
Connecticut  has  lately  done  so.    Will  you  deny 
to  the  people  of  Missouri  this  right  ?    You  say  to 
the  people  of  New  York,  alter  your  constitution  as 
you  see  fit  in  all  its  parts.    Will  you  say  in  the 
same  breath  to  the  people  of  Missouri,  you  shall 
not  exercise  this  right  in  regard  to  your  constitu- 
tion ?    Is  this  your  boasted  equality  ?    If  it  be,  sir, 
:  "  I  will  have  none  of  it"    It  is  base  coin,  and  will 
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not  pass  cunent.  This  is  said,  too,  to  be  a  paren- 
tal care  for  Missouri.  I  am  pleased  with  plam  and 
simple  illustrations :  would  a  father  act  in  the  way 
in  which  you  propose  to  act  ?  Hb  child  has  at- 
tained the  a^e  of  twenty-one ;  by  the  laws  of  so- 
ciety that  child  is  entitled  to  an  equality  of  rights 
witn  himself;  and  what  would  you  think  of  the 
parent  who  should  say  to  the  child^  "  Sir,  you  are 
now  a  man,  but  you  shall  not  exercise  the  rights 
of  a  man,  except  upon  oondiUons?"  Would  the 
child  submit?  Would  a  kind  parent  hold  such 
langoaffe  ?  No,  he  would  resort  to  ad  r  ice ;  would 
adopt  me  course  which  is  recommended  by  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Foot,)  in  a 
cesoltttioQ  which  he  has  presented.  If  he  pursued 
any  other,  he  would  be  pronounced  arbitrary  and 
cruel.  Let  us  aroid  such  an  imputation.  Missouri 
is  now  full  grown  *,  this,  your  onspring,  has  attain- 
ed full  age ;  attempt  no  longer  to  trammel  her ; 
let  her  set  up  for  herself,  and,  although  you  may 
advise  her,  do  not  attempt  to  force  her.  Sir,  she 
will  not,  and  ought  not,  submit  to  force ;  she  would 
disgrace  her  parent  stock  if  she  did  so.  The  proud 
Roman  spirit  which  inhabits  every  portion  of  this 
country,  spurns  control.  Would  you  humble  this 
spirit  if  you  could  t  If  you  would,  you  cannot  do 
it ;  but  if  you  could,  your  country  would  have  no 
cause  to  thank  you  for  so  doing. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sxs- 
OBJurr,)  who  addressed  us  some  days  since,  has 
attempted  a  distinction  between  the  old  and  new 
States ;  and,  in  the  first  place,  he  tells  us  that  the 
old  States  are  creators  of  the  Constitution,  and 
that  the  aew  States  ase  its  creatures.  Whepe 
would  this  argument  stop?  Would  itnota]>|^y 
with  equal  force  to  the  last  and  presentgencration, 
as  to  the  old  and  new  States  ?  And  yet  the  gen- 
tleman woidd  scarcely  contend  that  one  generation 
of  men  were  possessed  ri^tfiidly  of  more  political 
power  than  another.  Are  not  our  rights  tne  same 
as  those  of  our  nredecessors,  although  ^  origi- 
nated the  very  Constitution  under  which  they  are 
aow  assembled  ?  But,  sir,  this  Constittttion  is  the 
creature  aJso  of  the  new  States.  They  support  it 
by  their  influence:  Aey,  equally  with  tne  old 
States,  have  the  power  to  amend,  to  alter,  to  abol- 
ish it  The  creature,  then,  is  armed  with  power 
otrez  the  creator.    The  answer  to  the  argument 

groves  its  fallacy.  Oovemment,  whenever  it  may 
ave  onginat^l,  by  whomsoever  created,  reeeives 
from  each  sueceeoing  generation  of  men  a  new 
being ;  not  by  an  opoi  and  express  act,  but  by  im- 
plication. It  it  remains  unaltered,  it  is  owing  to 
the  implied  assent  whkh  is  given  to  it  by  the  eom- 
nauaity  on  whom  it  operates.  So,  sir,  this  Con- 
stitution is  but  the  ereatere  of  the  new  States  as 
weU  as  &e  old,  liable  to  their  amendments,  and 
coiMlintted  only  as  the  deature  of  the  common  will. 
B«t  the  same  gentleman  tcils  us  that  we  have  an 
interest  in  ^e  soil  of  the  new  States  which  we 
bare  not  in  ihe  old.  That  we  have  more  soil  in 
the  new  States  than  the  old,  is  certainly  true.  But 
the  powers  of  this  Government  over  its  dock-yards, 
ars^tals,  depots,  d&c  in  the  old  Stales,  are  equally 
^reat,  if  not  much  iireater,  than  its  powers  over 
Its  nndisposed-of  territory  in  the  new  States.   Nay, 


by  the  Constitution  itself,  your  power  is  absolute 
over  the  property  in  the  old  States,  whereas  it  is 
but  limited  in  regard  to  that  in  the  new.-  In  regard 
to  the  last,  you  are  limited  to  '*  needful  rules,^'  to 
enable  you  to  sell  or  dispose  of  it ;  in  regard  to  the 
other,  you  are  ahnost  unlimited  in  your  power. 
There  IS  nothing,  then,  in  these  distinctions ;  they 
are  but  imaginary.  All  the  States  are  equal  in 
political  rights.  The  member  who  shall  come 
from  Missouri  will  be  invested  with  equal  rights 
with  a  member  coming  from  New  York. 

The  honorable  member  from  Pennsylvania  has 
imagined^  that  he  has  found  the  right  to  impose 
this  condition  on  Missouri  in  the  supposed  right  to 
make  a  compact  with  a  State,  or  with  the  people 
of  a  territory.  I  will  not  stop  to  inquire  into  the 
full  extent  of  this  ri^ht.  For  the  sake  of  the  argu- 
ment let  it  be  admitted  that  this  right  does  not 
exist  in  Congress;  yet  what  does  it  prove?  In 
my  opinion,  nothing.  What  will  the  gentleman 
do  with  the  treaty  of  1803  ?  By  that  treaty  we 
have  stipulated,  that  ^Mnhabitants  of  the  ceded 
territory  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  soon  as 
possible.''  The  r%ht  to  admission  then,  on  the  part 
of  Missouri,  is  perfect,  is  absolute.  Can  you,  in  any 
manner,  destroy  this  perfect  right?  Can  you, 
by  the  nght  which  you  have  to  enter  into  a  com- 
pact, destroy  a  perfect  right,  on  the  part  of  Mis- 
souri, to  admission?  No,  sir.  She  has  a  right  to 
admittance ;  you  cannot  ^insay  it,  nor  can  you 
destroy  it.  Let  her  come  into  the  Union,  and  tnen 
we  will  inquire  whether  you  can  enter  into  a  con- 
teact  for  pdiitieal  power.  She  will  then  be  a  free 
agent,  no  loiter  in  duress.  The  conmct  which 
you  then  make  may  be  obligatory  on  ner.  Sir,  I 
cannot  withhold  the  expression  of  some  astonish- 
ment at  a  remark  made  by  the  honorable  gende- 
man.  He  told  us  that,  sooner  than  admit  Missouri, 
vrithout  restriction,  he  would  narrow  her  boun- 
daries ;  nay,  that  he  vnmXd  cut  her  in  twain  ;  that 
he  would  divide  fa«r  into  two  small  States ;  but 
that,  if  she  accepted  ibis  conditionJhe  had  no  ob- 
jection to'her  present  boundaries.  What  language 
is  this  to  hold  to  Missouri  ?  Excitement  enough 
abeady  prevails  among  her  inhabitants,  and  tms 
declaration,  instead  of  appeasing,  is  calculated  to 
swell  it  to  a  flood.  You  have  ^iven  her  every  as- 
suta&ce  that  she  should  be  admitted  with  her  pres- 
ent limits.  Last  year  you  carved  out  from  her 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas ;  you  marked  out  her 
limits ;  you  neld  out  to  her  every  reason  to  believe 
that  ^e  should  come  in  as  one  and  indivisible ;  and 
nowwhat  language  is  held  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  ?  These  fond  hopes  are  to  become 
illusory.  These  anticipations  were.calculated  but 
to  deceive.  Your  right  arm  shall  be  lopped  off 
from  your  body— your  family  compact  be  oroken 
vp^  unless  you  yield  to  a  dictatorial  policy,  and 
throw  younielf  at  the  foot  of  Congress,  bound 
and  fettered,  Does  this  comport  with  magnani- 
mous policy  ?  Believe  me,  it  does  not.  No,  sir, 
let  us  resort  lo  difierent  means.  Extend  the  great 
engine  of  redress.  This  will  secure  to  you  the  af- 
fections of  the  people — ^that  engine  that  tyrants 
know  nothing  of— -4hat  a  parental  government 
only  applies.    Use  it,  and  the  storm  will  be  ap- 
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peased;  all  will  again  be  harmony  and  peace. 
The  same  gentleman  has  told  us  of  the  ooliga- 
tions  under  which  his  State  labors.  We  have  had 
read  to  us  her  act  of  emancipation.  She  has  cause  to 
be  proud  of  that  act.  It  has  raised  to  her  a  mon- 
ument of  imperishable  glory.  But,  suppose  Penn- 
sylvania in  the  attitude  of  Missouri — reverse  the 
picture :  Pennsvlvania  is  asking  admittance  into 
the  Union ;  ana  suppose  she  should  be  told,  '^  the 
slaveholdin^  States  have  now  the  majority,  and 
you  cannot  oe  adpiitted  as  a  member  of  this  Con- 
federacy, unless  you  will  repeal  this  your  act.  and 
permit  involuntary  servitude."  What  would  be 
her  course?  Would  she  not  spurn  us  and  our 
propositions  ?  Nay,  would  she  not  dash  them  in 
our  teeth?  What  more  she  would  do,  it  is  not 
for  me  to  say.  She  would  demand  for  herself  the 
right  to  decide  for  herself.  But  now  that  she  can- 
not be  controlled,  will  she  overleap  the  principles, 
which,  under  other  circumstances,  would  actuate 
her?  Not  satisfied  with  legislating  for  herself, 
shall  she  venture  to  legislate  for  others?  I  still 
hope  not.  I  do  still  hope  that  we  shall  do  equal 
justice,  and  obey  that  great  rule  of  morality,  and 
^'  do  to  others  as  we  would  that  others  should  do 
unto  us."  And  can  there  be  a  more  conclusive 
argument  against  the  right  to  exercise  this  power 
than  the  case  which  I  have  supposed  ?  This  Con- 
stitution was  not  made  for  a  day ;  nor  is  it  com- 
posed of  such  flexible  materials  as  to  be  warped  to 
the  purposes  of  a  casually  ascendant  influence. 
Under  the  arguments  of  gentlemen,  this,  however, 
is  not  its  character.  If  the  slaveholding  States 
have  the  majority  here,  they  may  annex  conditions 
on  new  States  the  reverse  of  that  now  attempted, 
and  such  conditions  would  be  abrogated  by  a  ma- 
jority of  a  different  description.  In  this  contest 
for  power^  countenanced,  as  has  been  urged,  by  the 
Constitution,  what  becomes  of  the  rignts  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  territories  ?  I  take  on  me  to 
rescue  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  from  such 
gross  inconsistencies.  They. proclaimed  the  doc- 
trine, that  man  had  a  ri^ht  to  establish  such  gov- 
ernment as  best  suited  his  own  ideas  of  happiness ; 
and  they  would  have  overthrown  that  very  propo- 
sition, if  they  had  armed  Congress  with  the  power 
of  making  constitutions  for  the  new  communities, 
which,  they  obviously  perceived,  would  spring  up 
within  our  territorial  limits. 

The  ffentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Ser- 
oeant)  has  inquired.  Is  the  right  to  hold  persons 
in  bondage  essential  to  sovereignty?  I  answer 
this  question  by  asking  others.  Is  the  trial  by  jury 
essential  to  sovereignty?  Is  the  habeas  corpus, 
are  Parliament  and  Congress,  essentially  necessary 
to  constitute  a  State  sovereign  ?  No  one  doubts 
the  sovereignty  of  Russia,  or  of  the  Ottoman  Porte ; 
and  yet,  no  trial  by  jury,  no  habeas  corpus  act,  no 
Parliaments  or  Congresses,  are  known  to  these  em- 
pires. A  State  can  be  sovereign,  and  yet  all  the 
nower  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  a  single  despot. 
In  what,  then,  does  sovereignty  consist  ?  In  noth- 
ing but  the  right  to  decide  whether  there  shall  or 
shall  not  exist  this  or  that  municipal  regulation. 
Deny  to  an  empire  the  volition  of  deciding  for  it- 
self any  question  of  local  policy,  and  you  neces- 


sarily, 80  far  as  the  prohibition  extends,  deprive  it 
of  its  sovereignty.  The  State  must  he  left  com- 
plete volition,  or  otherwise  it  is  a  misuse,  not  to 
say  abuse,  of  terms,  to  call  it  sovereign.  So,  sir, 
if  this  restriction  prevail,  you  may  call  Missouri 
what  else  you  please,  but  she  is  not  sovereign .  If  she 
accepts  this  condition,  she  may  be  the  menial  of 
the  other  States,  but  she  is  neither  equal  to  them, 
nor,  like  thom,  sovereign.  Sir,  the  same  gentle- 
man has  urged  that  the  principles  of  our  Gov- 
ernment are  opposed  to  slavery.  And  one  reason 
which  has  led  him  to  the  adoption  of  this  opinion  is, 
that  the  word  "slave"  is  nowhere  used  in  the 
Constitution.  This  is  a  broad  proposition,  and,  if 
true,  none  of  us  in  the  Union  have  any  security 
for  any  article  of  our  property.  Is  any  other  sort 
of  property  mentioned,  m  totidem  verbis,  in  the  in- 
strument ?  And,  if  this  argument  of  the  gentle- 
man be  possessed  of  any  force,  where  shall  we  look 
for  security  ?  Sir,  although  it  would  be  rather 
unreasonable  to  suppose  that  a  constitution  should 
guaranty  articles  of  property  by  name  to  those 
who  lived  under  it,  yet,  so  far  as  was  deemed  ne- 
cessary, our  slaves  are  guarantied  to  us  in  that 
clause  which  requires  persons,  held  to  service  in 
one  State  and  escaping  into  another,  to  be  delivered 
up  to  the  master.  When,  then,  gentlemen  from 
the  North  proclaim  their  doctrine,  let  them  not 
forget  themselves.  Rail  at  slavery  as  much  as 
you  please ;  I  point  you  to  the  Constitution,  and 
say  to  you,  that  you  have  not  only  acknowledged 
our  right  to  this  species  of  property,  but  that  you 
have  gone  much  further,  and  have  bound  yourselves 
to  rivet  the  chains  of  the  slave.  You  not  only 
have  consented  to  tolerate  it,  but  more — ^when  the 
victilh  has  fled  to  you  for  protection  and  counte- 
nance, you  have  agreed  to  deliver  him  over  to  his 
bondage.  Those  who  framed  this  Constitution 
were  sound  practical  men.  They  were  not  led 
away  by  idle  theories.  They  knew  how  to  esti- 
mate the  slaveholding  States.  We  had  just  then 
emerged  from  an  arduous  struggle  for  freedom,  in 
which,  without  union  amon^  the  whole,  no  part 
could  have  succeeded.  Each  made  sacrifices  to 
the  ffood  of  the  whole,  and  we  have  experienced 
the  happy  result  of  such  sacrifices.  But,  can  it  be 
credited  that  the  slaveholding  States  ever  would 
have  become  parties  to  this  compact,  if  they  had 
not  supposed  themselves  secured  in  this  species 
of  property  ?  Thus  to  pronounce,  would  oe  to 
overlook  that  great  and  almost  exclusive  motive 
to  human  action,  self-interest. 

Gentlemen,  abandoning  the  grounds  taken  by 
them  in  the  opening  of  this  debate^  rely  wholly  on 
the  article  in  the  Constitution  which  devolves  on 
Congress  the  right  to  admit  new  States.  On  this 
point  I  shall  not  dwell.  I  only  re(^uire  of  them  to 
read  the  whole  clause,  and  they  will  find  that  the 
admission  must  be  into  <Uhis  Union."  You  have 
already  been  told,  by  the  member  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Clay,)  that  "this  Union"  is  made  up  of 
equal  contributions  of  power  by  all  the  States; 
and  the  inference  would,  therefore,  seem  irresisti- 
ble, that  no  more  than  a  similar  contribution  of 
power  could  be  required  of  States  who  have  been, 
or  may  hereafter  be,  admitted.    Grant  me  your 
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patience,  sir,  while  I  add  one  other  consideration, 
which,  to  my  mind,  is  conclusive.  You  have  but 
one  mode  of  acquiring  power  constitutionally, 
and  that  is,  by  amendments  adopted  by  three- 
fourths  of  the  States.  Now,  if  you  can  impose 
conditions  on  new  States,  this  remark  is  no  longer 
true.  Take  the  very  case  before  you :  Missouri 
accepts  your  condition,  and,  at  a  future  day,  thinks 
proper  to  repeal  this  clause  in  her  constitution  in- 
hibiting the  introduction  of  slaves ;  a  man  from 
Louisiana  moves  into  that  State  with  his  slaves, 
and,  immediately  on  getting  there,  the  slaves  apply 
for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  In  the  States  now 
existing,  such  a  controversy,  as  well  as  all  con- 
troversies arising  between  citizens  of  the  State, 
are  tried  before  the  tribunals  of  the  State.  Not  so 
in  Missouri.  The  arm  of  your  judiciary  would  be 
extended  between  the  master  and  slave.  You 
have,  then,  added  to  the  powers  of  one  great  de- 
partment of  your  Government,  not  in  the  Consti- 
tutional mode,  but  by  your  compact  with  Missouri. 
Can  you  do  so  ?  If  there  be  any  land-marks  to 
guide  us,  or  boundaries  to  our  power,  you  cannot. 
The  ffentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Whit- 
man, J  who,  with  great  liberality,  and  much  can- 
dor, addressed  us  on  yesterday,  asks  whether  we 
shall  be  presumed  to  be  held  to  admit  a  new  State 
without  knowing  aught  of  its  internal  police? 
To  this  I  unhesitatingly  answer  in  the  negative. 
Our  right  is  absolute  to  admit  or  refuse;  but  we 
may  exercise  this  ri^ht  at  any  time.  In  this  case 
we  have  exercised  it  under  the  treaty  of  cession; 
nor  did  we  do  so  heedlessly.  Missouri  was  at 
that  day  a  wilderness ;  and  when  we  agreed  that 
the  whole  of  the  country  ceded  by  France  should 
be  admitted  into  the  Union,  '^  as  soon  as  possible," 
we  foresaw,  what  has  actually  occurred,  that  this 
territory  would  be  settled  by  citizens  of  tne  United 
States.  We  then  encountered  no  danser,  nor 
should  we  now,  by  carrying  into  effect  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  treaty.  But  he  contends  that  the 
treaty  is  not  binding  on  us  so  as  to  compel  us  to 
admit  a  new  State ;  that,  if  it  be  so,  the  President 
and  Senate  might,  by  treaty,  compel  us  to  admit 
St.  Domingo,  or  any  other  Power,  as  a  confeder- 
ate in  this  Union.  This  argument  only  proves 
the  control  which  this  House  has  over  the  treaty- 
making  power,  and  I  readily  concede  that  we  are 
not  bound  by  any  treaty  to  which  we  have  not 
assented.  But  to  the  treaty  of  1803  we  have 
assented  in  a  variety  of  ways.  This  House  voted 
money  to  carry  it  into  effect;  authorized  the  Presi- 
dent to  take  possession  of  the  country;  opened 
land  offices;  established  territorial  governments; 
and,  if  acts  can  be  interpreted  to  mean  any  thing, 
ratified  and  confirmed  the  treaty.  It  is  too  late, 
therefore,  for  gentlemen  to  urge  such  considera- 
tions. We  have  exercised  our  volition ;  our  faith 
is  pledged.  If  the  faith  of  an  individual  was  thus 
pledged,  and  he  did  not  redeem  his  pledges — but, 
sir,  I  will  aay  no  more — the  inference  must  be 
obvious  to  all. 

We  are  threatened^  too,  with  the  curses  of  Mis- 
souri, if  we  do  not  impose  this  restriction.  For 
one,  I  never  was  disposed  to  heap  curses  on  the 
head  of  another,  because,  left  a  free  agent,  I  might 


I  have  involved  myself  in  evil.  Missouri  has  to  de- 
cide for  herself.  The  evils,  if  any  arise,  will  be 
the  offspring  of  her  own  act,  and  she  cannot  blame 
us.  Sir,  we  have  heard  much  of  the  evils  of 
slavery :  its  evils  have  been  exhibited  in  the  most 
glowing  colors.  With  due  deference  to  gentle- 
men, I  think  their  remarks  on  this  subject  would 
answer  a  better  purpose  if  addressed  to  Missouri^ 
assembled  in  convention,  than  addressed  to  usr 
The  people  of  this  Territory  have  "  the  bane  and 
antidote"  both  before  them.  Let  gentlemen  deliv- 
er their  speeches  against  slavery  there;  let  them 
there  send  their  pamphlets.  If  they  have  on  the 
minds  of  the  people  to  whom  they  snould  be  prop- 
erly addressed  their  desired  effect,  we  shall  submit. 
Yes,  sir,  if  Missouri,  in  the  exercise  of  her  high  attri- 
bute of  sovereignty,  shall  speak  the  language  of 
emancipation  to  those  who  are  in  bondage  within 
her  borders,  we  shall  be  satisfied.  It  is  the  princi- 
ple alone  for  which  we  contend,  and  for  it  we  shall 
persist  in  contending,  '^  to  the  last  syllable  of  re- 
corded time."  Nor  can  I  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Whitman,)  that  those 
who  support  this  restriction  are  the  only  friends  to 
Missouri.  I  think(if  I  may  be  allowed  so  to  express 
myself)  that  gentlemen  have  a  bad  way  of  show- 
ing their  friendship.  You  may  take  up  a  man 
who  is  walking  the  streets,  goin^  in  pursuit  of  his 
ordinary  business,  and  throw  him  into  irons,  for 
fear  lest  he  should  fall  into  a  gulf  in  the  course  of 
his  walk,  and  then  proclaim  yourself  his  friend ! 
He  would  have  a  right  to  answer  as  Missouri  will 
on  this  occasion.  He  will  tell  you,  "  I  am  well 
aware  of  what  I  am  about ;  I  see  the  whole  ground 
as  well  as  yourself;  and  it  would  be  as  reasona- 
ble for  me  to  throw  you  into  chains,  to  prevent 
you  from  doing  yourself  an  injury,  as  that  you 
should  arrogate  this  power  over  me."  I  shall  add 
no  more  to  the  inquiry  growing  out  of  the  consti- 
tutionality of  this  measure.  Enough  has  already 
been  said,  and  I  will  not  consume  your  time  unne- 
cessarily. My  mind  is  irresistibly  drawn  to  the 
conclusion  that,  if  we  adopt  this  amendment,  we 
shall  be  guilty  of  an  unwarranted  and  most  mani- 
fest usurpation  of  power. 

But,  even  if  we  were  invested  with  the  Consti- 
tutional power  to  impose  this  restriction,  yet  to  do 
so  would  be  unjust  and  impolitic.  This  Territory 
has  been  purchased  out  of  the  common  purse :  the 
South  and  the  North  have  contributed  alike.  We 
are  then  joint  tenants  in  the  estate,  and,  without 
doing  an  act  of  gross  injustice^  you  cannot  oust  us 
of  our  right  to  an  equal  participation  with  your- 
selves in  all  its  benefits.  But  the  injustice  of 
the  measure  is  still  more  manifest  in  reference  to 
individuals  from  the  South  who  have  made  pur- 
chases of  land  with  a  view  of  settlement.  You 
opened  this  country  to  bidders  from  all  the  States. 
The  planter  from  the  South  entered  the  market ; 
and  now,  when  he  is  in  the  very  act  of  moving 
on  the  estate  thus  acquired.  Congress  announces  its 
determination  to  prevent  his  completing  the  very 
object  of  his  purchase,  by  preventing  him  from 
carrying  with  him  his  laborers  !  Is  this  j  ust  1  Will 
you  not  have  "paltered  with  him  in«  a  double 
sense?"     Nay,  he  derived  assurances  from  the 
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treaty;  and  not  only  so,  but  from  the  fact  of  Liou- 
isiana  having  been  admitted  unrestricted,  that  he 
should  experience  no  interruption  in  executiog  his 
purpose.    Such  a  course  does  not  comport  with 
propriety  and  justice.     Gentlemen  should  have 
issued  their  proclamation  before  the  Territory  was 
settled— a  course  however  which,  even  in  regard 
to  an  unsettled  territory,  I  should  deny  to  be  Uon- 
stitutional — and  distinctly  announced  their  views 
and  intentions,  and  then  men  would  have  acted 
with  their  eyes  open.    This  usurpation  then  would 
at  least  have  been  attended  with  the  semblance 
of  justice ;  but  now,  when  you  have  invited  pur- 
chasers, to  draw  a  line  of  distinction  between  them, 
cannot  be  any  other  than  unjust  and,  I  was  about 
to  add,  grossly  unjust.    I  might  rest  satisfied  here, 
and  avoid  any  further  remarks  on  the  policy  of 
this  measure ;  for,  if  it  comport  not  with  the  prin- 
<;iples  of  justice^  an  American  Legislature  surely 
will  not  entertam  it.    But  its  impolicy  is  rendered 
manifest  by  many  other  considerations.    We  come 
here  to  legislate  for  the  Union.    One  moiety  of 
the  Union  is  deeply  interested  in  opposing  this 
restriction.    Slavery  has  been  represented  on  all 
hands  as  a  dark  cloud,  and  the  candor  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Whitman)  drove 
him  to  the  admission  that  it  would  be  well  to 
di^rse  this  cloud.    In  this  sentiment,  I  entirely 
concur  with  him.    How  can  you  otherwise  disarm 
it?    Will  you  suffer  it  to  increase  in  its  darkness 
aver  a  particular  portion  of  this  land  until  its 
horrors  shall  burst  upon  it  ?    Will  you  permit  the 
lightnings  of  its  wrath  to  break  upon  the  South, 
wnen,  by  the  interposition  of  a  wise  svstem  of 
legislation,  you  may  reduce  it  to  a  summer's  cloud  1 
How  is  the  North  interested  in  pursuing  such  a 
course?    The  man^f  the  North  is  far  removed 
&om  its  influence :  he  may  smile^  and  experience 
no  disquietude.    But,  exclude  this  property  from 
Missouri,  by  the  exercise  of  an  arbitrary  power ; 
shut  it  out  from  the  Territories;. and  I  maintain 
that  you  do  not  consult  the  interests  of  this  Union. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  also  con- 
ceded tmit  for  which  we  contend — that,  by  diffus- 
ing this  population  extensively,  you  increase  the 
prospects  or  «atiancipation.    What  enabled  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  and  other  States,  to  adopt 
the  lan^aee  of  universial  emancipation.    Rely  on 
it,  nothing  out  the  paucity  of  the  numbers  of  their 
flaves.    That  which  it  would  have  been  criminal 
in  those  States  not  to  have  done,  would  be  an  act 
of  political  suicide  in  Georgia  or  South  Carolina  to 
do.   By  this  dispersion  you  also  ameliorate  the  con- 
dition of  the  black  man ;  for  I  appeal  to  gentlemen 
who  come  from  the  South  to  say,  whether  the  bet- 
tering of  the  condition  of  the  slave  has  not  been  ow- 
ing to  the  increased  demand  for  his  labor  ?    This 
increased  demand  has  made  it  the  interest  of  the 
master,  independent  of  other  considerations,  to  be 
more  tender  in  his  treatment  to  his  dependants. 
These  considerations  and  concessions  on  the  part 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  had  led  me 
to  hope  that  his  conclusions  also  would  have  cor- 
responded with  my  own ;  but  unfortunately  he 
saw,  or  fancied  he  saw,  humanity  urging  him  to 
t)ie  extinguishment  of  the  African  slave  trade. 


Some  slaves  have  certainly  been  smuggled  into 
the  State  of  Georgia,  and  possibly  into  Looisiaaa, 
in  opposition  to  our  laws.    The  number  has  not 
been  accurately  ascertained.    The  Speaker  placed 
us  in  possession  of  information  which  limits  the 
number  to  something  upwards  of  four  hundred 
in  the  last  ten  years.  •  This  estimate  may  be  too 
small.    Be  that  as  it  may,  the  feelings  and  senti- 
ments of  all  honorable  men  mu3t  be  opposed  to 
that  horrid  traffic.    We,  sir^  will  go  to  almost  any 
extremity  to  put  an  end  to  it.    But,  what  did  the 
gentleman  concede  1    He  told  us  that  he  limited 
his  views,  as  a  politician,  to  the  period  of  one  hun- 
dred years,  and  that  the  demand  for  slaves  in  the 
country  in  which  slavery  now  existed,  would  not 
fully  be  satisfied  for  that  period.    £ven  then,  if 
this  r^triction  on  Missouri  prevailed,  and  you  do 
not  abolish  this  trade  by  a  bold  legislation,  it  will 
measureably  continue  for  one  hundred  years.    But 
the  gentleman  contends  that,  by  opening  Missouri, 
you  open  a  new  market,  and  thereby  increase  the 
price  of  this  property,  and  that  additional  tempta- 
tions to  smuggling  wUl  be  the  necessary  conse- 
quence.   Now  let  it  be  remembered,  that  smug- 
gling can  only  take  place  on  the  seaboard,  and 
that  Missouri  is  an  inland  State.    In  addition  to 
this,  cast  your  eye  on  the  map,  and  you  will  find 
that  Missouri  is  in  the  same,  or  nearly  the«ame, 
latitude  with  Virginia ;  a  small  portion  of  it,  if 
any,  is  a  cotton  country.    The  products  of  its  soil 
are  the  same  with  those  in  Virginia.    Now,  sir, 
no  instance  falls  within  my  recollection  of  slaves 
being  brought  from  abroad  into  Virginia — and 
why  ?    For  the  obvious  reason,  if  for  none  other, 
that  abetter  market  is  opened  for  them  in  the  cot- 
ton country.    That  rich  staple  of  the  most  South- 
ern State  has,  for  many  years,  as  w»s  well  ob- 
served by  the  Speaker,  regulated  the  price  of  slaves. 
There  has  been  a  conatant  drain  from  Virginia ; 
no  demand  exists  for  them  there,  of  any  great  con- 
sequence.   Our  corn  sells  for  little  or  nothing; 
our  flour  commands  no  price ;  and  our  totecco, 
which,  like  cotton  now,  formerly  regulated  the 
price  of  labor,  rots  in  our  warehouses.    Open  Mis- 
souri then,  and  you  do  not,  by  so  doing,  enhance 
the  price  of  the  slave.    The  great  body  of  those 
who  go  to  that  State  will  be  farmers  of  the  South, 
who  will  cari;y  with  them  their  white  and  black 
families,  with  a  view  of  permanent  settlement.     I 
still  entertain  the  hope  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  will  be  con- 
vinced that  he  was  mistaken  in  the  view  which 
he  was  induced  to  take  of  this  subject.    A  mo- 
ment's reflection  will  also  convince  us  that  we  do 
not,  by  extending  this  population,  add  to  their 
numb^s  by  any  ordinary  means.    The  ^r^t  rule 
which  controls  the  porogiess  of  the  multiplication 
of  the  human  species,  and  accelerates  it,  will 
equally  apply  for  the  next  century,  if  no  longer, 
whether  Missouri  throw  open  her  gates  or  not. 
The  means  of  subsistence  are  abundant  in  the  pre- 
sent slaveholdin^  country,  and'  will  continue  to 
increase  with  an  increase  of  population.  You  sub- 
serve then  the  purposes  of  humanity  by  voting 
down  this  amendment  to  the  bill  on  your  table — 
you  advance  the  interest,  and  secure  the  safety  of 
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one-half  of  this  extended  Hepublic;  you  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  the  slave,  and  you  add  much  to 
the  proipects  of  emancipation  and  the  total  ex- 
tinction of  slavery. 

What  will  be  the  consequences,  if  you  persist 
in  this  measure  ?    A  sectional  feeling  is  already 
generated ;  a  geographic  line  is  drawn.    Tell  me 
not  of  that  poucy  which  shall  divide  the  people  of 
this  country  by  local  feelii^^  and  prejudices.   This 
is  the  bane  of  a  Rqwiblic — it  is  the  rock  which  ought 
to  be miost  cautioualy  avoided — sir, it  is  theffreatest 
of  all  dangws  to  the  union  of  these  States.  Take  not 
my  poor  word  for  it.    Nay,  disregard  the  admoni- 
tions of  him  who  has  so  often  been  called  the  Father 
of  his  Country.    Forget  the  valedictory  addressjof 
Washxsoton.     But  can  you^  or  will  you,  close 
your  eyes  to  the  liehts  of  experience  ?    Remember 
ancient  Rome:  she  conquered  mighty  Powers; 
the  world  obeyed  ber  nod ;  but  she,  in  the  end, con- 
quered herself.    The  people  divided  among  them- 
selves, and  these  divisions  led  to  the  erecUon  of 
the  Throne  of  the  Cssars  over  her  prostrate  liberty. 
So,  too,  with  the  Grecian  republics :  united  Greece 
stood  up  successfully  a«^ainst  the  mighty  power 
of  Xerxes ;  and  the  fail  of  Leonidas  was  but  the 
precursor  of  the  glory  achieved  at  Marathon  and 
rlatsea.    But  Sparta  wished  to  domineer  over 
Athens,  and  their  intestine  feuds  opened  thechan- 
nd  to  that  flood  of  vandalism  which  deluged 
Greece,  and  oblitetated  all  trace  of  freedom.    Such, 
too,  was  the  iiate  of  the  Achaian  league.  I  beseech 
ffentlemen  then  to  pause,  lest  they  produce  a  simi- 
&r  division  of  sentiment  in  this  h^ppv  land.  What 
else  can  retard  our  onward  march  ?    What  were 
you  fifty  years  ago?  By  Eiicope  we  were  esteemed 
as  liltle  better  tiuin  savages ;  nay,  dozing  philoso- 
phers had  ventured  to  pronounce  that  all  animated 
nature  here  wore  a  degenerate  aspect.    But  his- 
tory has  refuted  and  thrown  back  this  sLander  in 
the  teeth  of  those  who  uttered  it.    We  emerged 
with  great  brightness  from  the  stnugl^  of  the 
Revolution.    G^r  prosperity  continued  lo  advance. 
We  have  emerged  from  a  second  conflict,  vrith 
additional  radiance.    We  bearded  the  Hercules  of 
the  other  hemisphere,  and  we  lost  naujg;ht  by  the 
conflict.    Our  proud  banners  floated  m  triumph 
over  the  waves.    What  now  is  our  condition? 
Kinffs  and  potoitates  court  our  amity.    We  are 
lifted  up  to  a  high  station  among  the  nations  of 
the  eaitk.    Say  that  our  march  is  not  in^peded, 
who  can  set  umits  to  our  glcvy  ?    Tyre  rose  a 
little  speck  above  the  ocean,  and  she  was  consid«red 
strong  and  mighty.  England,  with  an  area  scarcely 
excelling  that  of  some  of  these  States,  controls 
the  destinies  of  Europe.    And  what  shall  be  their 
gbry,  in  comparison  with  ours?    We  direct  the 
destmies  of  a  mighty  cfMntinent.    Our  resources 
are  unlimited :   our  means  unbounded.    If  we  be 
true  to  ourselves,  the  gbrv  of  other  nations,  in 
comparison  with  ours,  shall  resemble  but  a  tale 
from  the  days  of  chivalry.    Our  mi^ty  and  reful- 
gent smi  shall  almost  0Qscur&  by  its  radiance,  the 
little  stars  of  their  senown.    Let  us,  then,  avoid  a 
question  like  the  peesent :  disappoint  not  these  fond 
hopes.    Gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  may  yield 
without  dishoBOT.    They  pursue  but  a  scheme  of 


[policy;  we  are  difierently  situated;  we  cannot, 
without  violation  of  our  oaths,  support  this  mea- 
sure. We  believe,  in  our  consciences,  that  the 
0<Mistitution  confers  on  us  no  such  power.  For 
myself,  I  cannot,  and  will  not,  yield  one  inch  of 
ground.  Let  me,  then,  adjure  our  brethren  from 
the  North  to  come  and  sit  down  once  more  by  our 
side.  I  call  on  them  to  heal  the  difierences  which 
this  measure  has  produced.  Your  course  is  pal- 
pable and  plain.  You  have  two  roads  before  you ; 
take  this,  a^  all  is  harmony  and  peace ;  over  that, 
hang  doubts  and  fes^s.  I  invoke  the  (Genius  of  the 
Constitution  to  cover  and  protect  us  against  the 
evils  which  threaten  us.  What  if  you  impose 
the  restriction,  and  Missouri,  instead  of  submitting, 
shall  fcHrm  herself  into  a  community  and  demand 
admittance,  or  sever  from  the  Union  ?  Will  you 
then  retract  ?  How  much  more  honorable  to  do 
it  now !  Or,  do  you  mean  to  persist  in  your  object 
at  all  hazards,  and,  if  she  prove  refractory,  reduce 
her  to  submission  ?  Do  you  believe  that  Southern 
bayonets  will  ever  be  plunsed  in  Southern  hearts? 
I  luiow  not  how  this  may  be,  but  1  require  you  to 
pause  and  deeply  to  reflect  before  you  have  to  re- 
sort to  this  extremity. 

But,  Mr.  Chairmaii,  if  no  admonition  will  suc- 
ceed, then  pursue  your  own  course.  G^tlemen 
may  return  to  their  constituents,  receive  votes  of 
thanks,  have  their  speeches  translated  into  foreign 
languages,  to  be  dozed  over  and  admired  by  those 
who  k^w  nothing  of  the  prifici[^  of  our  Gov- 
erament.  But  if  evil  flows  from  this  measure,  his- 
tory will  be  true  to  herself,  and  will  record,  "  That 
the  United  States  were  most  fortunate  and  most 
oontiented ;  that  no  speck  was  seen  on  the  hori- 
zon, threatening  danAer;  that,  while  marching 
steadily  on  to  the  fkilmment  o£  her  high  destinies, 
a  proposition  was  made  from  the  Norm,  to  abridge 
the  rights  of  the  South,  in  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution ;  that  a  storm  suddenly  arose,  and  in  its 
fury  blasted  the  hopes  c^  the  patriot,  and  over- 
threw the  altar  anduie  temple."  And,  sir,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  add^  that,  instead  of  the  blessings,  the 
deepest  curses  oi  posterity  will  be  uttered  against 
the  supporters  of  this  destructive  policy. 

Mr.  ttics,  of  Vermont,  rose  and  addcessed  the 
Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman :  Whilst  I  consider  the  present 
question  of  {greater  interest  by  far  ^n  anv  which 
has  been  agitated  since  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution, or  any  other  on  which  I  can  expect  it 
will  ever  become  my  duty  to  give  a  vote ;  and, 
while  1  reflect  on  some  circumstances  in  rdation 
to  it,  which  to  me  are  not  a  little  extraordinary,  I 
feel  it  to  be  due,  both  to  the  Committee  and  my- 
self, that  I  should  occupy  a  small  portion  of  your 
time  in  explaining  my  views  upon  the  subject,  and 
my  reasons  for  the  vote  I  am  aoout  to  giYo.  The 
fact  that,  at  the  last  session,  every  member  south 
of  the  State  of  Delaware,  and  of  the  river  Ohio, 
gave  their  votes  in  favor  of  an  unlimited  extension 
of  slavery,  while  those  to  the  north  €i  those  limits 
gave  almost  as  unanimous  a  vote  against  it,  has 
caused  me  to  entertain  fears  that,  either  from  mo- 
tires  of  interest  or  some  peculiar  feelings,  we  had, 
on  the  one  hand  or  the  other,  lost  sight  of  the  great 
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principles  on  which  a  wise  and  just  legislation  is 
founded. 

The  circumstance,  too,  that  a  large  portion  of 
those  now  opposed  to  me  are  the  same  gentlemen 
with  whom  I  have  acted  in  times  the  most  diffi- 
cult and  perplexiDg ;  whose  opinions  I  have  highly 
approved,  and  with  whose  votes  my  own  have 
been  usually  recorded ;  has  induced  me  to  give  the 
most  attentive  consideration  to  the  subject,  in  all 
the  forms  in  which  it  has  been  presented  to  my 
mind,  lest  it  should  happen  that  feelings,  perhaps 
peculiar  to  myself,  mifi^ht  have  betrayed  my  judg- 
ment into  an  error.  I  have  paused — ^I  have  con- 
sidered, and  made  up  my  mind  upon  the  most 
mature  deliberation.  It  is  not  my  intention,  sir, 
to  attempt  to  follow  gentlemen  who  have  gone  be- 
fore me,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  question ;  and, 
except  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  to  connect  my 
views  upon  the  subject,  I  shall  endeavor  to  avoid 
a  repetition  of  the  arguments  employed  by  others 
on  tiie  side  I  have  the  honor  to  advocate.  It  will 
be  my  purpose  to  attempt  to  show  that  slavery  does 
not  proceed  from  the  exercise  of  a  legitimate  attri- 
bute of  sovereignty,  and  that  hence,  admitting  all 
for  which  gentlemen  contend,  as  to  a  want  of 
power  in  Congress  to  interfere  with  "  State  rights," 
their  Constitutional  objections  must  fail  them.  If, 
in  this  part  of  my  argument  I  shall  be  successful, 
1  trust  there  are  tew  who  will  object  to  the  expe- 
diency of  the  proposition. 

Sir,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  consider  slavery, 
in  any  of  its  relations  or  consequences,  in  any  other 
light  than  hostility  to  the  first  principles  of  our 
Gk>vernment,  and  certainly  so  with  its  nrst  official 
act — the  Declaration  of  Independence — ^which  has 
annoimced,  as  a  self-evident  proposition,  "  that  all 

*  men  are  created  ^qual,  that  they  are  endowed  by 
'  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights, 
'  amongst  which  is  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of 
'  happiness :  that,  to  secure  these  rights,  govern- 
^  ments  are  instituted  among  men,  deriving  their 

*  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  ffoverned." 
And,  among  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution  for  adopting  that  instrument, 
and  which  will  accompany  it  to  the  latest  period 
of  time,  was  that  of  "  securing  to  themselves  and 
their  posterity  the  blessings  of  liberty."  And,  sir, 
will  it  be  pretended,  in  this  enlightened  age,  and 
in  this  country,  where  alone  freedom  has  her  abode, 
that  the  blessings  of  liberty  are  to  be  derived  from 
the  existence  of  slavery,  or  that  they  have  any  re- 
lation to  each  other,  except  what  results  from  ab- 
solute, unavoidable  necessity? 

It  is  true  that,  at  the  time  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  was  adopted,  as  well  as  the  Consti- 
tution, and  from  circumstances  over  which  our 
fathers  had  no  control,  slavery,  unfortunately,  ex- 
isted in  our  country ;  and  the  fact  of  its  existence, 
though  repugnant  to  the  noble  feelings  which  alone 
gave  birth  ip,  and  with  the  aid  of  Providence  sus- 
tained the  Revolution,  and  which  matured  and 
brought  forth  the  Constitution  of  our  country,  is 
believed  to  have  produced  a  necessity  for  its  con- 
tinued existence.  But  I  ask  gentlemen  by  what 
charter  of  a  national  character,  a  right  to  hold  a 
human  being  in  slavery  has  ever  been  recognised? 


The  fact  that  the  word  ''  slave"  is  nowhere  to 
be  found  in  the  Constitution,  or  other  words  so 
employed  as  to  convev  an  idea  that  the  framers  of 
that  instrument' intended  to  recognise  slavery,  has 
satisfied  my  mind  that,  as  from  a  condition  of 
things  beyond  their  control,  or  that  of  their  coun- 
try, they  could  not  prohibit  it  in  the  then  "existing 
States,"  and  as,  for  obvious  reasons,  they  were 
obliged  indirectly  to  admit  the  fact  of  its  exist- 
ence, they  purposely,  and  very  carefully,  avoided 
the  use  of  any  expressions  from  which,  by  fair  con- 
struction^ even  an  argument  could  be  aerived  in 
favor  of  Its  legitimacy.  Consequently,  the  legality 
of  it  must  be  determined  by  a  reference  to  the  laws 
of  nature  and  natural  rights,  and  not  to  the  Con- 
stitution ;  and  to  me  it  is  a  matter  of  utter  aston- 
ishment, that,  because  the  original  States  were 
recognised  with  their  existing  institutions,  some  of 
which  had  been  under  an  absolute  necessity  to  per- 
mit slavery,  it  should  from  thence  be  contended 
that,  on  admitting  a  new  State,  we  have  no  power 
to  exclude  slavery  from  it,  on  the  ^ound  of  its 
having  been  recognised  as  an  attribute  of  sove- 
reignty over  which  we  have  no  control. 

Each  State  had  its  particular  institutions  and 
laws — ^no  two  of  which  were  alike ;  and  can  it,  I 
demand,  be  pretended  that  we  are  fatally  bound, 
regardless  of  all  consequences,  to  permit  in  every 
new  State  whatever  may,  under  any  circumstances, 
have  been  deemed  lawM  in  any  one  of  the  origi- 
nal States  ?  If  such  be  the  case,  gentlemen  will 
search  in  vain  for  authority  to  require  from  the 
people  of  a  proposed  new  State  that  they  should 
even  present  us  with  a  Constitution;  for,  at  least 
one  of  the  original  States  had  no  such  instrument. 

It  has  not  escaped  me,  that  certain  powers  have 
been  "  delegated  to  Congress,"  and  that  such  as 
"  are  not  ddegated  or  prohibited  to  the  States,  are 
reserved  to  the  States,  respectively,  or  to  the  peo- 
ple." But  it  should  be  remembered  that,  whatever 
powers  may  have  been  prohibited  or  reserved,  they 
are  such  as  belong  to  tne  legitimate  attributes  of 
sovereignty;  and  in  order  to  ascertain  them,  as 
claimed  and  admitted  by  this  nation,  we  should  do 
well  to  refer  to  our  original  charter,  on  which  all 
our  other  institutions  are  based — the  Declaration 
of  Independence.  In  that  instrument  individual 
rights,  and  the  objects  and  duties  of  QovernmenL 
are  clearly  defined.  It  was  adopted  in  the  most 
formal  manner  by  the  National  Representatives, 
and  to  my  understanding  has,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  been  adopted  by  the  people  themselves. 
It  has  been  incorporated  in  all  tneir  statute  books; 
annually  read  at  their  national  festivals ;  and  imi- 
versally  referred  to  as  the  proudest  memorial  of 
their  national  ^lory ;  and  wul  continue  to  be  thus 
referred  to,  while  science  has  an  advocate,  or  lib- 
erty a  friend.  I  would  look,  then,  to  that  charter, 
to  ascertain  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  the  duties 
of  Government;  and  to  the  Constitution,  to  learn 
how  the  attributes  of  sovereignty  have  been  distrib- 
uted to  the  General  and  State  governments,  and 
the  manner  in  which  the  duties  of  each,  and  those 
of  the  people,  are  to  be  performed. 

The  sofenmity  with  which  it  was  adopted^  and 
the  parties  to  it,  should  never  be  lost  sight  of.    In 
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that  instrament  the  rights  of  the  people,  which 
were  acknowledged  to  have  heen  derived  from 
their  Creator,  and  to  be  equal  and  inalienable, 
were  distinctly  set  forth ;  the  abuses  of  the  parent 
country,  to  wnom  allegiance  was  acknowledged  to 
be  due,  but  for  the  abuses,  and  the  means  employed 
to  obtain  redress  were  enumerated ;  the  necessity 
for  a  separation  was  announced ;  and,  "  appealing 
to  the  Supreme  Judge  of  the  World  for  me  recti- 
tude of  their  intentions,"  the  separation,  and  the 
consequent  right  of  self-eovemment,  were  pro- 
claimed to  a  ^* candid  world;"  and  "for  the  sup- 
port of  this  declaration,  with  a  firm  reliance  on 
Divine  Providence,  the  lives,  the  fortunes,  and  the 
sacred  honor  of  the  nation"  were  mutually  pledged. 
And  who,  I  ask,  will  deny  that  the  event  was  re- 
cognised by  the  Judge  to  whom  the  appeal  was 
made^  and  that  his  protection  was  not  relied  upon 
in  vam,  and  that,  finally,  he  condescended  to  be- 
come a  party  to  that  great  national  coverumt  7  And, 
sir,  after  having  been  protected  from  our  infancy, 
until  we  have  Income  a  great  and  powerful  nation, 
does  it  become  us  to  disregard  our  own  stipula- 
tions ;  and  have  we  a  right  to  expect  that  the  fa- 
vor of  the  Being  to  whom,  in  our  infancy,  the 
solemn  appeal  was  made,  will  be  longer  continued 
to  us,  when  we  shall  have  falsified  the  declaration 
by  a  national  act,  deliberately  pronouncing  that  all 
men  are  not  ^  created  equal^"  and  that,  as  a  matter 
of  convenience,  one  may  rightfully  hold  another, 
and  his  posterity,  in  perpetual  bondage  ?  I  think 
not ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  wUl  be  said  of 
OS,  as  of  the  people  of  old,  "  I  have  nourished  and 
brought  up  children,  and  they  have  rebelled  asainst 
me ;"  "  they  have  spoken  words,  swearing  falsely 
in  making  a  covenant ;  thus  judgment  springetn 
up,  as  hemlock  in  the  furrows  of  the  field." 

The  attributes  of  sovereignty,  individual  rights, 
and  the  duties  of  Giovemment,  have  neither  been 
enlarged,  diminished,  nor  changed  by  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution.  By  that  mstrument  nothing 
more  has  been  done  or  attempted  than  to  adjust 
and  settle  the  relative  rights  and  duties  between  the 
General  and  State  governments,  and  the  people ', 
and  I  again  repeat^  tliat,  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
amount  of  the  attributes  of  sovereignty,  individual 
rights,  and  the  duties  of  governments,  we  must  re- 
fer to  the  covenant  we  have  made  with  the  Judge 
of  the  Universe.  And  I  moreover  contend,  that  a 
rigJU  to  hold  a  fellow-being  in  slavery,  under  any 
form  of  Government,  does  not  exist.  I  speak,  sir, 
of  natural  right;  for,  if  it  exist  anywhere,  there  is 
no  country  or  place  where  it  does  not  exist ;  and, 
instead  of  its  bein^  a  violation  of  our  rights  for 
the  States  of  Barbary,  and  the  commanders  of 
British  ships,  to  enslave  our  citizens,  the  former, 
because  they  are  christians,  and  the  latter,  because 
they  are  of  a  certain  profession,  we  have  been  guilty 
of  a  gross  violation  of  their  rights  in  making  war 
upon  them  for  the  alleged  offence ;  and,  instead  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  being  an  instru- 
ment honorable  to  our  fathers,  and  deserving  the 
place  we  have  given  to  it  upon  the  records  of  our 
country,  it  is  a  stain  upon  our  national  character, 
and  reproachful  to  the  citizens  of  the  universe. 

Both  governments  and  people  have  rights  which 


result  from  necessity  alone — either  may  rightfully 
take  the  life  of  a  citizen  in  cases  of  necessity ;  but, 
where  there  is  no  necessity,  the  right  is  denied  ;  and 
there  are  various  other  cases  where  the  existence 
of  rights  depend  upon  some  necessity.  That,  when 
the  Constitution  was  adopted,  there  was  a  neces- 
sity for  slavery,  to  a  certain  extent,  and  that  the 
necessity  still  exists,  I  do  not  deny ;  nor  do  I  pre- 
tend that  Congress  has  authority  to  judge  of  the 
necessity,  or  of  the  right^  in  any  of  the  original 
States,  or  such  as  have  since  been  adopted,  with- 
out restrictions,  either  express  or  implied;  but  I 
utterly  and  absolutely  deny  that,  because  the  ne- 
cessity still  exists  in  some  sections  of  the  Union, 
and  with  it  the  ri^ht,  that  hence  the  right  is  co- 
extensive with  the  limits  of  our  country,  and  with 
any  limits,  which,  at  all  future  periods,  may  be 
given  to  it ;  and  that  we  are  bound  to  pursue  a 
policy  which  will  perpetuate  the  necessity,  and 
with  it  the  existence  of  slavery. 

By  the  4th  section  of  the  3d  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution, the  United  States  are  bound  to  "  protect" 
each  State  against  "domestic  violence;"  and  I 
take  it  for  granted  that  none  are  so  tenacious  of 
"  State  rights"  as  to  hold  them  bound  to  the  per- 
formance of  a  duty,  and  deny  to  them  the  neces- 
sary power ;  and,  should  the  power  be  granted,  I 
shall  not  expect  to  hear  it  urged  that  we  have  no 
power  to  guard  against  the  happening  of  the  vio- 
lence from  which  the  States  are  to  be  protected ; 
and,  if  it  be  admitted  that  we  have  power  for  this 
latter  object,  I  will  refer  gentlemen  to  the  last 
clause  of  the  8th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the 
Constitution,  where  they  will  find  authority  given 
"  to  pass  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and 
proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing 
powers." 

If,  then,  it  be  true,  that  there  is  danger  of  do- 
mestic violence  from  the  existence  of  slavery, 
which  I  am  confident  none  will  deny,  I  should  ap- 

Srehend  that  a  law,  the  object  and  certain  ten- 
ency  of  which  is  to  diminish  the  relative  number 
of  slaves  in  our  country,  and  spread  a  free  white 
population  over  the  fairest  portions  of  it,  must  not 
only  be  proper,  but  indispensably  necessary,  to 
guard  against  the  occurrence  of  violence,  and  pre- 
serve the  United  States  in  a  condition  to  discharge 
its  duties.  All  admit  that  slavery  is  an  evil ;  and 
I  contend  that  its  extension  over  the  boundless  re- 
gions of  the  Westj  would  be  an  extravagant  and 
unnecessary  extension  of  an  evil  which  mustafiect 
every  section  of  the  Union,  and  every  class  of  the 
community ;  and,  if  thus  extended,  an  evil  from 
which  our  innocent  posterUywiH  never  escape.  But 
we  are  told  that,  be  the  evil  what  it  may,  Con- 
gress has  no  power  which  it  can  exercise  over  the 
subject.  And,  sir,  is  it  true  that,  in  one-third  of  a 
century  from  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  we 
have  made  the  unfortunate  discovery  that  an  evil 
may  threaten  our  existence,  and  one  too  which  the 
people,  who  have  not  the  means  for  making  a  uni- 
ted effort,  cannot  overcome,  and  yet  Congress, 
which  alone  has  power  to  prescribe  the  national 
policy  and  direct  its  energies,  may  look  on  and 
weep  for  the  calamity,  but  cannot  extend  the  arm 
of  relief,  because  the  wisdom  of  our  fathers  was 
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not  suj£cient  to  provide  for  the  exigency  ?  Long, 
very  long,  sir,  will  be  the  period  that  will  have 
elapsed  before  I  shall  have  come  to  that  conclusion. 

If  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  a  right  to  hold  a 
human  being  in  slavery  beyond  its  necessity,  is 
among  the  legitimate  attributes  of  sovereignty, 
and  tEat  slavery  is  not  an  evil,  I  shall  cheerfully 
yield  the  ground  to  those  now  opposed  to  me ;  but 
until  this  shall  be  made  to  appear,  I  shall  adhere 
to  my  positions,  and  shall  contend  that,  as  in  every 
country,  a  right  to  guard  itself  against  impending 
dangers  must  somewhere  exist;  and  as  in  this 
country,  and  upon  this  subject,  it  is  impossible  for 
it  to  be  exercised  with  effect,  but  by  tne  General 
Government,  we  ought,  on  this  occasion,  as  does 
the  honorable  Speaker,  and  many  others,  now  op- 
posed to  me,  when  on  the  subject  of  internal  im- 
provements, "  give  such  an  enlarged  and  liberal 
construction  to  the  Constitution,'^  as  will  enable 
us  "  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  gen 
eral  welfare,"  in  the  best  practicable  manner, 
while  no  attribute  of  sovereignty  shall  be  thereby 
infriDsed. 

Hitherto,  slavery  has  not  been  so  recognised  by 
the  General  Government,  as  to  cause  our  national 
character  to  be  materially  affected  by  it ;  fon  al- 
though there  are  States  in  the  Union  which,  from 
the  neces9ity  of  the  case,  may  be  termed  slave- 
holding  States,  it  cannot,  with  truth,  be  allofed 
that,  as  a  nation,  we  have  permitted  slavery.  Sut 
if,  under  present  circumstances,  Congress  shall  so- 
lemnl)[  decide  that  it  cannot  restrain  the  unlimited 
extension  of  it,  and  that  a  want  of  power  to  do 
so  results  from  an  unqualified  recognition  of  it  by 
the  Constitution,  our  national  character  will  be- 
come identified  with  it ;  and  instead  of  its  being 
considered^  as  heretofore,  a  local  malady,  and  sus- 
oejplible  ot  cure,  it  must  henceforth  be  regarded  as 
affecting  the  whole  system,  and  past  the  hope  or 
possibility  of  a  remedy.  Permit  me  then  to  ex- 
press a  hope  that  gentlemen  will  yet  find  it  con- 
sistent with  their  views  of  the  Constitution  and 
the  best  interests  of  their  country  to  join  with  us 
in  limiting  an  evil  which  cannot  at  present  be  re- 
moved ;  and  that  we  may  continue  our  united  ef- 
forts to  cause  the  blessing  which  naturally  results 
from  the  labors  of  our  fathers,  to  be  universally 
felt  ajud  acknowledged;  while  evils,  which  are 
local  in  tiieir  nature,  and  which  cannot  be  dimin- 
ished by  diiq)ersion,  may  be  made  to  continue  local 
till  removed,  and  our  national  character  thereby 
preserved. 

Could  I  feel  certain  there  would  be  no  accession 
to  the  present  number  of  slaves,  other  than  by  pro- 
creation, uninfluenced  by  an  extraordinary  de- 
mand, a  question,  differing  very  widely  from  the 
pMresent,  would  be  presented  for  my  decision.  But, 
sir,  we  must  take  men  and  things  as  they  are. 
Permit  it,  then,  over  the  boundless  regions  of  the 
West,  and  the  time  will  not  only  never  arrive 
whein  davcrv  can  be  extinguished,  not  even  with 
the  univeraal  consent  of  the  masters,  but  the  abso- 
lute certainty  that  the  scenes  which  have  been 
acted  at  St.  Domingo  will,  at  some  period,  be 
acted  in  this  coimtry— will,  to  my  mind,  be  estab- 
lished beyond  a  doubt ;  for  <<  the  justice  of  the  Al- 


mighty cannot  sleep  forever,"  nor  has  he  any  ^at- 
tributes which  could  take  sides  with  us  in  such  a 
contest."  And  I  will  here  remark,  that,  although 
this  nation  is  not  chargeable  with  the  original  in- 
troduction of  slavery,  yet,  unless  it  shall  employ  all 
Practicable  means  to  ameliorate  its  condition,  and 
nally  extinguish  it,  we  must,  in  the  view  of 
Heaven,  of  reason,  and  common  sense,  be  regarded 
as  trespassers  from  the  beginning,  and  hdd  an- 
swerable for  all  the  direful  consequences. 

The  increase  by  procreation  is  capable  of  being 
extended  almost  without  limits ;  and,  until  man 
shall  cease  to  make  merchandise  of  his  fellow,  it 
will  extend  with  the  extension  of  demand ;  and 
you  may  pass  what  laws  you  will  against  the  im- 
portation, employ,  if  you  please,  the  whole  Army 
and  Navy  of  the  country  to  enforce  than,  and  yet, 
if  the  demand  be  great,  the  imfortunate  Africans 
will  be  torn  from  their  country,  and,  with  thous- 
ands of  the  American  free  blacxs,  doomed  to  sup- 
ply the  demand.  All  our  experience  proves^  thai 
wherever  there  is  a  demand  for  a  commodity,  it 
will  be  supplied ;  and,  if  the  demand  cease,  the 
commodity  will  disappear.  It  is  by  lioutin^  the 
demand,  then  *  and  by  that  alone,  that  I  can  look 
with  the  smallest  degree  of  confidence,  to  a  period 
when  slavery  and  its  miseries  and  misfortQaes  shall 
cease  to  exist,  or  our  country  rendered  safe  against 
some  dreadful  catastrophe. 

I  admit,  that  to  limit  the  demand,  will  affect  the 
value  of  that  species  of  property,  (if  such  gende- 
men  will  call  it,)  so  far  as  its  value  depends  on  its 
conveniency  as  an  aTticie  of  merchandise ;  and  so 
&r  also,  as  a  right  of  property  can  exist  in  unborn 
millions  of  the  huoian  race.  But  I  submit  to  the 
candor  and  good  sense  of  that  portion  of  my  fellonr 
citizens  who  are  possessed  of  it,  wiiether  tney  can 
reasonably  require  from  us,  that  we  should  keep 
open  an  unlimited  demand,  at  the  expense  of  ooi 
national  character,  as  we  believe ;  an  apposition 
to  the  influence  oi  religion,  and  the  dictates  of 
humanity ;  and  in  a  total  disregard  for  the  perpe- 
tuity of  our  institutions,  and  the  happiness  of  all 
succeeding  generations? 

I  certainly  feel  no  disposition  to  confine  the 
present  slave  {copulation  within  so  narrow  limits 
as  to  render  their  miserable  condition  more  miser- 
able ;  and  when  the  country  between  Pennsylvania 
on  the  north,  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  on  tbe  souths  the 
Atlantic  on  the  east,  and  the  Ohio,  the  Miasuisippi, 
and  the  western  boundary  of  Louisiana,  on  tne 
west,  or  so  much  of  it  as  shall  continue  to  permit 
slavery,  a  large  portion  of  which  is  jret  a  wilder- 
nessj  shall  become  so  populous  as  to  render  an  ex- 
tension necessary,  either  for  the  happiness  of  the 
slave  or  the  safety  of  the  mastar,  I  would  then, 
and  not  till  then,  agree  to  its  extension.  But  I 
never  can  consent^  under  any  circumstances,  to 
give  my  aid  in  furmshing  new  facilities  for  acquir- 
mg  and  perpetuating  a  property  in  human  beings. 

1  have  purposely  omitted  to  urge  the  expediency 
of  the  proposition,  as  enforced  by  a  considemtion 
of  the  agonies,  the  sighs,  thefloo^  of  tears,  which 
accompany  even  the  domestic  tcaflic  in  slaves ;  a 
traffic,  in  which  the  most  endearing  ties,  incident 
to  human  nature,  are  broken  up,  and  forever  dis- 
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solyed ;  a  consideration  which,  with  me,  has  an 
irresistiUe  influence.  But,  gentiemen  will  per- 
ceive that  it  must  be  extremdy  unpleasant  to  dwell 
upon  it  here.  I  shall,  therefore,  pass  it  by,  with 
stmdhr  reading^  a  short  extract  from  a  Vir^ia  paper, 
the  Norfolk  Herald.  It  is  true  that  the  article  in 
auestion  was  not  published  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
lorming  the  present  or  future  generations,  of  the 
cruelties  which  accompany  the  traffic,  but  to  de- 
scribe such  as  were  practised  by  the  late  enem^i 
in  capturing  and  cznyine  away  slayes ;  still,  ii 
thev  are  correctly  described  in  the  one  case,  I  ap- 
prehend a  true  picture  is  presented  of  such  as  re- 
sult from  the  other. 

"  To  take  cattle,  or  other  stocks,  would  be  oonsisteot 
with  the  usages  of  civilised  warftre ;  but  to  take  ne- 
groes, vho  are  human  beings — to  tear  then  forever 
fi-om  their  kindred  and  connexions,  is  what  we  should 
never  expect  from  a  Christian  nation,  especially  one 
that  has  done  so  much  to  abolish  the  '  slave  trade.' 
There  are  negroes  in  Virginia,  and,  we  believe,  in  all 
the  Soutbem  States,  who  have  their  interests  and  af- 
fections as  strongly  engrafbed  in  their  hearts  as  the 
v?hites ;  and  who  feel  the  sacred  ties  of  filial,  parental, 
and  ooBJogal  ai&ctions,  equally  strong,  and  who  are 
warmly  attached  to  thnur  owners  and  the  scenes  of 
their  nativity.  To  those  no  inducements  which  the 
enemy  could  oSu  would  be  sufficieni  to  tempt  them 
away ;  to  drag  them  away>  then,  by  force,  wonld  be 
the  greatest  cruelty.  Yes,  it  is  reserved  for  England, 
who  boasts  of  ber  religion  and  love  of  humanity,  to 
practise  this  piece  of  cruelty,  so  repugnant  to  the  dic- 
tates of  Christianity  and  civilization." 

And,  I  ask,  sir,  if  ^'  this  piece  of  cruelty"  is  not 
every  day  practised  by  men  claiming  to  be  Amer- 
ican citizens,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  domestic 
trade? 

A  regard  for  the  morals,  the  manners,  and  the 
industry,  of  ^  endless  generations  proceeding  from 
us,"  must  also  forcibly  urce  the  expediency  of  the 
proposed  measure ;  but  I  doubt  whether  tnis  is  a 
suitable  time  and  place  to  enter  upon  the  discussion 
of  this  branch  of  the'sobject.  Should  any  gentle- 
man wish  for  information  in  regard  to  it,  I  will 
refer  him  to  one,  than  whom  none  is  better  qual- 
ified to  ffire  it.  Let  him  go  to  our  library,  and 
consult  the  venerable  Jefitoon ;  there  he  will  learn 
the  opinion  of  that  enlightened  statesman  and 
philosopher  upon  this  interesting  subject,  and 
there  he  will  behold  him  *'  trembling  for  his  coun- 
'  try,  while  he  reflects  that  God  is  just,  and  that 
^  his  justice  cannot  sleep  forever;  that,  considering 

*  nature,  numbers,  and  actual  means  only^  a  revolu- 
^  tion  in  the  wheel  of  fortune,  a  change  of^situation, 
^  is  among  possible  events,  and  may  become  pro- 

*  bable  by  supernatural  interference."  Let  him  learn 
from  him,  also,  the  ''execrations"  with  which  "the 

*  statesman  should  be  loaded,  who,  permitting  one- 

*  half  of  the  citizens  thus  to  trample  on  the  rights 
'  of  the  other,  transforms  those  mto  despots,  and 
'  these  into  enemies;  destroys  the  morals  of  the 

*  one  part,  and  the  amorpatricB  of  the  other."  And 
I  ask  nim.  then,  to  inform  me,  whether  we  can  be 
held  guiltless,  it  we  permit  a  state  of  things,  which 
Congress  alone  has  the  power  to  prevent,  the  un- 
deniable tendency  of  which  must  be,  to  perpetuate 


.-  -"a. 


slavery  to  the  latest  period  of  time,  or  extinguish 
our  innocent  posterity  from  the  earth;  remove 
from  its  foundations  the  noble  edifice  which  has 
been  reared  by  the  hands  of  our  fathers,  and  ce- 
mented with  their  blood ;  and  annihilate  tnc  cheer- 
ing prospects  of  the  philanthropists  in  every  quarter 
of  the  world,  who  nave  looked,  with  enraptured 
delight,  to  the  great  results  anticipated  from  the 
influence  of  our  example. 

Mr.  Chairman,  to  tne  remarks  already  offered, 
and  to  which  I  have  been  honored  with  the  patient 
indulgence  of  the  Committee,  I  will  only  add,  that 
it  is  impossible  for  any  one  to  regret  more  sincerely 
than  myself  the  diflerence  of  opinion  which  exists 
upon  this  subject ;  a  regret  wnich  is  exceedingly 
augmented  by  the  circumstance,  that  gentlemen, 
coming  from  nearly  equal  moieties  of  the  Union, 
are,  almost  to  a  man,  arrayed  against  each  other ; 
and  from  one,  composing  nearljr  the  half  of  this 
body,  it  is  believed  without  a  dissentient ;  a  cir- 
cumstance calculated  to  induce  an  apprehension 
that  one  or  the  other  of  the  great  divisions  have 
either  lost  sight  of  the  Constitution  or  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  possibly  both.  Nothing, 
I  am  sensible,  can  be  more  prejudicial  to  the  hap- 
piness and  prosperity  of  this  nation  than  local, 
sectional  jesilousiefl,  either  among  the  people  oft 
members  of  the  Government ;  jealousies  which, 
on  former  occasions,  the  utmost  of  my  powers  have 
been  employed  to  prevent,  and  not,  as  I  believe, 
without  some  success.  The  same  efforts,  sir,  will 
be  continued ;  but,  if  gentlemen -shall  insist  on  a 
rigfu  to  spread  a  slave  population  over  any  portion 
of  this  country,  in  which  the  few  inhabitants,  who 
may  be  there  at  a  £^iven  period,  wiU  yield  their  as- 
sent, and  if  they  shall  continue,  to  the  extent  of 
their  powers,  to  enforce  their  supposed  rights^  re- 

?[ardless  of  the  will  of  the  great  majority  of  the 
ree  citizens  of  the  nation,  whose  lives  and  fortunes 
are  pledged  for  its  safety,  I  cannot  flatter  myself 
that,  in  future,  my  efforts  will  be  crowned  with 
their  usual  success.  For  I  have  no  reason  to  expect 
that  it  is  possible  to  effect  such  a  revolution  in  the 
minds  of  men  unaccustomed  to  a  belief  that  slavery 
is  ordained  by  Gk)d,  as  to  procure  their  assent  to 
the  existence  of  such  a  right,  and  that  thev  are 
bound  to  submit,  without  a  murmur,  to  all  the 
evils  resulting  from  its  unlimited  exercise. 

If,  instead  of  pursuing  a  policy  which,  in  my 
judgment,  will  fasten  slavery  upon  our  country 
beyond  the  hope  of  relief,  except  ny  some  dreadful 
convulsion,  and  even  render  that  certain,  and  the 
issue  doubtful,  gentlemen  will  commence  the  work 
of  providing  for  its  gradual  decline,  by  prescribing 
bounds  to  it,  and  in  whatever  other  manner  which 
shall  be  fair  and  practicable,  they  may  be  assured 
of  my  co-operation  to  the  extent  of  my  powers ; 
and,  if  necessary,  I  would  consent  that  the  proceeds 
of  all  the  public  lands  be  applied  to  that  object. 
I  would  even  go  further :  I  would  mortgage  the 
premises  on  which  I  live,  and  which  have  been 
rendered  dear  to  me  from  circumstances  that  I  have 
there,  by  the  successful  influence  of  my  example, 
taught  my  sons  to  cultivate  the  earth,  while  my 
daughters  have  been  instructed  in  the  manufacture 
of  clothing  for  themselves  and  brothers,  extending 
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even  to  those  I  have  now  the  honor  to  wear,  and 
in  the  useful  labors  of  the  kitchen.*    But  if,  in 

?lace  of  this,  gentlemen  shall  require  an  admission 
rom  us,  that  a  right  to  impose  involuntary  servi- 
tude upon  endless  generations  of  the  human  race, 
has  been  recognised  bv  our  fathers  as  an  attribute 
of  sovereiffnty,  over  which  we  have  no  control ;  or, 
that  we  snould  now  sanction  the  principle  by  a 
national  act,  and  thus  put  it  out  of  the  power  of 
our  descendants  to  secure  to  themselves  a  safe  and 
happy  condition,  we  have  no  alternative  left  but 
to  continue  our  efforts  to  preserve  what  we  believe 
the  best  interests  of  our  country,  in  the  manner 
proposed.  In  default  of  which  posterity  would 
weep  for  our  weakness  and  want  of  regard  for  their 
weliare. 


Friday,  February  18. 

Mr.  Tyler  presented  a  memorial  of  the  '<  Vir- 
ginia Society  for  promoting  Agriculture,"  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  several  petitions  and  memorials  which 
have  been  presented  to  Congress  at  the  present  ses- 
sion^ for  additional  duties  upon  the  importation  of 
foreign  manufactured  goods,  by  way  of  protection 
to  the  manufacturing  interest  of  the  country ;  which 
memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  regulatine 
the  payment  of  duties  on  merchandise  imported, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Beecher  presented  jpetitions  from  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  6hio,  praying  that  pro- 
vision may  be  made  whereby  a  part  of  the  money 
drawn  from  them,  for  the  payment  of  their  lands, 
may  be  expended  among  tnem  towards  the  inter- 
nal improvement  of  the  country  -,  and  that  an  ex- 
tension of  credit  may  be  allowed  to  those  indebted 
to  Government  for  the  purchase  of  lands. — Re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  confirming  Anthony 
Cavalier  and  Peter  Petit  in  their  claim  to  a  tract 
of  land,"  made  a  detailed  report  thereon,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  said  bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  read  a  third  time 
on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
also  made  report  on  the  petition  of  Jacob  Konkopot 
and  others,  of  the  nation  of  Stockbridge  Indians, 
residing  in  the  State  of  New  York,  accompanied 
with  a  bill  for  their  relief;  which  bill  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  which  is  copunitted  the  report  of  the 
same  committee  on  the  case  of  William  Hender- 
son. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of 


*  When  this  subject  was  under  consideration  at  the 
last  session,  the  honorable  Speaker  remarked  to  the 
following  effect :  "  If  gentlemen  will  not  allow  us  to 
have  black  slaves,  they  must  let  as  have  white  ones ; 
for  we  cannot  cut  our  firewood,  and  black  our  shoes, 
and  have  our  wives  and  daughters  work  in  the  kitchen.'' 

• 


Maine  into  the  Union,"  with  amendments,   in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Smyth,  from  the  Committee  on  Militar)- 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
Reverend  Aaron  J.  Booge,  reported  the  following 
resolution : 

"  Reaohedt  That  the  petition  of  Aaron  J.  Booge, 
late  a  Chaplain  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
praying  that  a  law  may  be  passed  for  appointing  Chap- 
lains to  the  Army,  ought  not  to  be  granted." 

The  resolution  was  read  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smyth,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Berryman  Green,  ad- 
ministrator of  Samuel  Kerby,  aeceased;  w^hich 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cook  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Landi 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  allowing  to  each  of  the 
officers  and  privates,  or  their  legal  representatives,  of 
the  Illinois  regiment,  organized  by  the  State  of  Virginia, 
for  the  reduction  of  the  British  posts  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio,  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  who  have 
received  no  share  of  the  land  set  apart  by  that  State 
for  that  regiment,  a  quantity  of  land  equal  to  the 
amount  already  received  by  a  part  of  that  regiment, 
and  according  to  the  principles  upon  which  that  allow* 
ance  was  regulated  by  the  laws  of  Virginia. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  Messrs. 
Cook  and  Campbell,  on  this  resolution,  in  which 
the  latter  proposed,  and  the  former  agreed,  to 
modify  the  motion,  so  as  to  direct  the  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  the  object,  instead 
of  instructing  them  to  report  a  bill. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States  : 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  .- 

In  conformity  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  24th  Jatjuary,  1820,  requesting  me 
"  to  inform  the  House  what  loans  (if  any)  have  been 
made  since  the  peace,  to  private  citizens,  of  powder, 
lead,  and  other  munitions,  belonging  to  the  Govern- 
ment, by  officers  of  any  department  of  the  Army 
or  Navy  ;  specifying  the  times,  terms,  objecte,  and  ex- 
tent, of  such  loans  ;  the  names  of  the  persons  by  whom, 
and  to  whom,  made  ;  the  different  times  of  repayment, 
and  also  the  amount  of  the  ultimate  loss  (if  any)  iikeij 
to  be  incurred  by  the  Government  in  consequence 
thereof,"  I  now  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  which,  with  the  accompanying  documents, 
contains  all  the  information  that  can  be  furnished  on 
the  subject. 

JAMfiS  MONROE. 
WASHixeTov,  February  8,  1820. 

ThelVlessage  and  documents  were  ordered  tu  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Meios,  of  New  York,  moved  for  the  consid- 
eration of  a  proposition  submitted  by  him,  a  few 
days  affo,  for  makin|r  a  certain  appropriation  of 
the  public  lands,  (lor  the  gradual  abolition  of 
slavery;)  and  was  proceeding  to  assign  reasons 
why  he  thought  such  a  proposition  oueht  to  be 
adopted,  when  the  Speaker  suggested  to  him  that, 
in  moving  for  the  consideration  of  any  proposition 
lying  on  the  table,  it  was  not  in  order  to  debate  it. 
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AdmiaHon  of  Maine  and  Missouri. 


H.  OP  R. 


From  this  decision  Mr.  Meigs 
House ;  and,  the  question  being 
of  the  Speaker  was  affirmed  by 
The  question  was  then  taken,  on 
tioD,  to  proceed  to  consider  his 
decided  m  the  negative,  without 


appealed  to  the 
put,  the  decision 
a  large  maiority. 
Mr.  Meigs's  mo- 
proposition,  and 
a  division. 


THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  this  biU. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and  ad- 
dressed the  Committee,  in  a  speech  of  more  than 
three  hours,  against  the  right  and  expediency  of 
the  proposed  restriction. 

Tne  Committee  then  rose,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Plumer,  of  New  Hampshire ;  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Saturday,  February  19. 

Mr.  Cannon  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  Sflcretary  of  Wu  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  Hoase  a  statement  of  the  whole  num- 
ber that  have  been  educated  at  the  Military  Academy 
since  its  first  establishment,  from  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, also,  from  each  State  and -territory  in  the 
Union ;  the  number  now  at  said  academy  from  the 
District,  and  from  each  State  and  territory,  and  the 
number  that  are  now  in  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United 
States  that  have  been  educated  at  saici  academy,  and 
the  place  or  appointment  each  fills  in  said  army  or 
navy ;  also,  the  number  now  at  said  academy  that 
are  orphans  of  those  who  have  fallen  in  defence  of 
their  country,  or  died  in  its  service  during  the  late 
war ;  and  the  district,  State,  or  territory  (if  there  are 
any)  they  are  from ;  also,  to  state  the  whole  amount, 
including  pay»  subsistence,  and  every  other  expendi- 
ture made  by  the  General  Government  on  account  of 
said  institution,  from  its  first  establishment  up  to  the 
present  time. 

Mr.  Rich  suggested  that  a  part,  if  not  most,  of 
the  information  called  for  by  the  resolution,  had 
already  been  called  for  by  resolutions  of  the  House, 
of  the  last  and  present  sessions,  and  was  in  part 
rendered ;  that  a  further  report  might  be  expected 
in  a  few  days  from  the  War  Department,  and  un- 
til it  was  seen  what  part  of  the  information  re- 
quired by  the  present  motion  should  not  be  report- 
ed it  had  better  lie  on  the  table,  which  he  moved. 

Mr.  Cannon  and  Mr.  Stevens  opposed  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  because, 
should  the  resolution  repeat  any  call  heretofore 
made,  the  Secretary  would  report  such  information 
only  as  should  not  have  been  previously  required 
and  rendered,  dbc. 

The  question  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
was  agreed  to,  67  to  42. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 

The  House  took  up  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Maine ; 
which  amendments  propose  to  authorize,  by  the 
same  bill,  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a  State 
government,  without  the  slave  restriction,  but  con- 
taining a  clause  to  exclude  slavery  from  all  the 
territory  west  of  the  Mississippi  which  lies  north 


of  thif  ty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes  north  latitude, 
except  the  proposed  State  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  be  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Scott,  of  Missouri,  moved  that  they  be 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  which 
at  present  has  under  consideration  the  Missouri  bill 
of  this  House — ^which  motion  had  precedence  of 
the  motion  to  disagree. 

On  these  motions,  and  those  that  are  subsequent- 
ly mentioned,  a  lon^  and  animated  discussion  took 
place,  of  which  the  following  is  scarcely  more  than 
an  enumeration  of  the  gentlemen  who  spoke,  and 
an  indication  of  the  sides  they  respectively  took. 

Mr.  Holmes  hoped  the  amendments  would  not 
be  committed.  If  they  were,  it  would  be  some 
time  before  they  could  be  act^  on,  as  there  were, 
he  believed,  at  least  thirty  speeches  yet  to  be  deliv- 
ered on  the  restrictive  proposition  now  before  that 
Committee;  and  until  that  proposition  was  de- 
cided, the  Committee  of  the  Whole  would  not 
take  up  the  amendments  of  the  Senate:  in  the 
mean  time,  the  period  allowed  by  the  law  of  Mas- 
sachusetts (the  od  of  March^  for  the  consent  of 
Congress  to  the  admission  ot  Maine  would  arrive, 
and  all  that  had  been  done  would  be  lost.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  House  would  act  prompt- 
ly on  these  amendments;  separate  the  two  subjects, 
and  ffive  its  consent  to  the  admission  of  Maine,  to 
which  no  one  had  objected,  or  could  object,  dbc. 

Mr.  Culpeper  was  willing  to  admit  Maine  un- 
connected with  Missouri;  but  as  they^  had  been 
united  by  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  the 
amendment  ought  to  take  the  usual  course,  and  be 
treated  with  that  courtesy  and  respect  which  the 
source  of  the  amendments  entitled  them  to,  &c. 

Mr.  Smyth,  of  Virffinia,  for  the  purpose  of  al- 
lowing time  for  the  deoate  on  the  restriction  to  be 
brought  to  a< close  before  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  should  be  taken  up,  moved  that  they  be 
postponed  to  next  Monday  week ;  which  motion 
was  lost  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  S.  then  moved  their  postponement  to  next 
Monday;  which  was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  Edwarus,  of  North  Carolina,  was  in  favor 
of  the  commitment,  because  they  would  consume 
no  more  time  if  they  took  that  course,  which  was 
usual  and  proper,  than  if  taken  up  in  the  House, 
where  they  would  be  just  as  much  debated,  doc. 

Mr.  Strother  was  against  an  immediate  deci- 
sion of  the  amendments,  and  in  favor  of  their  com- 
mitment. The  amendments  contained  new  fea- 
tures, which  required  reflection ;  that  proposing  a 
compromise,  for  instance.  These  questions  the 
House  coula  not  be  prepared  to  decide  at  once, 
because  its  attention  had  been  exclusively  taken 
up  in  considering  the  restrictive  question.  It  was 
not  proper  that  9ie  House  should  be  driven  into 
the  instant  decision  of  questions  of  such  immense 
magnitude.  He  wished  not  any  lon^  period  of 
postponement;  but  was  averse  to  acting  hastily, 
and  without  deliberation.  Mr.  S.  spoke  at  some 
length  to  enforce  and  illustrate  the  opinions  stated 
here  in  substance  only. 

Mr.  LivERMORB  strongly  disapproved  of  the  con- 
nexion of  the  bills  as  they  came  from  the  Senate ; 


1407 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1408 


H.  OF  R. 


Admission  of  Maine  and  Missouri. 


February,  1S20. 


but  he  saw  something  in  the  amendments  which 
seemed  likely  to  put  an  end  to  the  disagreeable 
subject  which  now  occupied  the  House.  He  wish- 
ed the  subjects  separated,  and  then  some  course 
might  be  adopted  similar  to  the  compromise  pro- 
posed by  the  Senate,  and  the  matter  ended  happily 
and  harmoniously.  He  argued  earnestly  in  favor 
of  the  claims  which  Maine  nad  to  admission  with- 
out delay,  and  against  a  course  which  would,  by 
allowing  the  time  to  which  she  was  limited  to 
pass  by,  and  thus  her  reasonable  expectations  be 
defeated.  He  deprecated  the  leelings  of  irritation 
which  such  an  unkind  course  would  produce  in 
her  citizens,  &c. 

Mr.  Whitman  opposed  the  commitment  with 
much  earnestness  and  at  considerable  length.  He 
disapproved  most  pointedly  and  emphatically  the 
connexion  of  the  bills,  and  argued  in  favor  of  a 
prompt  decision  of  the  question.  He  felt  as  one 
personally  interested,  (being  a  member  from  the 
District  of  Maine,)  and  coniessed  that  his  feelings 
were  stronger  than  he  could  find  proper  language 
to  express  them  in,  and  he  could  scarcely  trust 
himself  to  speak  on  the  subject  of  the  amendments. 

Mr.  Storks  observed  thatit  Wfeis  well  known  that 
no  man  was  more  in  favor  of  a  compromise  of  the 
unhappy  subject  than  himself;  but  even  this  he 
would  not  agree  to  on  compulsion.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  commitment  of  the  amendments ;  it 
would  be  of  no  utility,  as  the  question  now  before 
the  Committee  would  be  first  decided  before  the 
amendments  would  he  taken  up ;  and  then  a  bill 
would  have  previously  passed  on  the  same  subject. 
The  subject  of  the  amendments  was  a  legal  one, 
he  admitted  ;  but  the  object  of  the  connexion  was 
to  coerce  this  House,  by  operating  on  those  mem- 
bers particularly  interested  in  the  admission  of 
Maine  into  the  Union.  This  course  he  thought 
was  disapproved  by  the  House,  and 'the  proper 
way  to  show  it  was  by  a  prompt*  a  very  prompt, 
reiection  of  the  amendments.  Sucn  was  the  course 
ta&en  by  the  House  on  a  former  occasion,  when 
an  amendment  was  inserted  in  an  appropriation 
bill  by  the  Senate,  providing  for  brevet  pay,  which 
the  House  had  previously  stricken  out.  Mr.  S. 
repeated  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the  compromise, 
but  he  would  not  give  up  the  right  of  giving  a 
distinct  and  unshaclled  vote  for  the  admission  of 
Maine. 

Mr.  SiMKFNS  conceived  it  would  be  extremely 
wrong  not  to  allow  some  time  to  reflect  on  this 
subject.  The  amendments  were  long,  and  con- 
tained numerous  provisions,  some  of  them  of  the 
highest  importance.  How  were  they  to  be  under- 
stood from  the  single  reading  of  them  by  the  Clerk? 
He  wished  them  to  be  printed,  and  time  allowed  to 
examine  and  consider  them.  He  trusted  that  the 
majority,  because  they  had  the  power,  would  not 
force  members  at  once  to  decide  on  so  important 
a  matter  without  knowing  scarcely  on  what  it 
was  they  were  to  vote.  The  Senate  had  deemed 
the  two  subjects  compatible,  and  had  thought  pro- 
per to  join  them  :  it  was  not  proper  by  any  means 
to  ascribe  improper  motives  to  the  Senate  for  so 
doing.  Respect  for  the  Senate  required  that  their 
amendments  should  not  be  treated  with  so  much 


precipitation  and  so  little  deference.    He  was  in 
favor  of  the  commitment. 

Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  said  he  was  glad  of 
an  opportunity  of  stating,  in  his  place,  what  he 
thought  of  the  conduct  of  the  Senate  in  this  affair; 
and  proceeded  to  remark  that  he  thought  it  did  noi 
deserve  the  respect  of  this  House,  but  was  stopped 
by  the  Speaker,  as  such  expressions  here,  appli<  d 
to  the  other  branch  of  the.  Legislature  were  out  of 
order.  Mr.  G.  then  remarked,  that,  come  from 
where  it  might,  the  amendment  was  an  attempt 
to  coerce  the  members  of  this  House,  and  he  de- 
cidedly disapproved  of  it,  &c. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina,  made  a  few 
remarks  in  favor  of  the  commitment,  which  Tvere 
not  at  all  heard. 

Mr.  Mercer  supported  the  riffht  of  the  Senate 
to  annex  any  amendment  to  a  bill  from  this  Houst\ 
and  that  the  House  had  no  riffht  to  know  the  mo- 
tives of  the  Senate,  merely  from  the  pri-ma  fack 
evidence  of  the  amendments.  It  was  not  proper 
to  aUude  to  them  in  debate,  much  less  to  impute 
improper  ones  to  that  body.  The  course  adopted 
by  the  Senate  in  this  instance  was  justified  by  the 
practice  of  the  British  Parliament,  from  which  our 
rules  of  proceeding  are  drawn — instances  of  wh  ich 
Mr.  M.  mentioned.  He  could  imagine  very  strong 
reasons,  of  the  most  honorable  character,  for  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate,  but  it  was  not  right 
that  he  should  advert  to  them ;  and  he  could  not 
enter  into  the  examination  of  views,  such  as  had 
been  imputed  by  others.  If  the  proposition  from 
the  Senate  be,  as  was  believed,  the  olive  branch  of 
peace  on  the  most  momentous  question  that  had 
ever  agitated  the  councils  of  the  nation  since  tht- 
foundation  of  the  Government,  was  it  proper  thus 
to  treat  it?  As  to  the  case  stated  by  Mr.  Storks, 
the  present  one  bore  no  sort  of  arfalogy  to  it:  that 
was  a  question  on  the  right  of  the  Senate  to  origi- 
nate in  a  money  bill  a  clause  making  an  appro- 
priation. In  this  case,  if  the  proposition  from  the 
Senate  should  happily  put  to  rest  the  divisions  in 
the  House,  and  heal  the  wounds  inflicted  through- 
out the  nation  by  this  question,  they  would  deserve 
immortal  honor. 

Mr.  Sergeant  was  against  the  commitment, 
and  in  favor  of  an  immediate  decision  on  these 
amendments.  Without  speaking  or  acting  impro- 
perly towards  the  Senate,  respect  for  themselves 
required  the  House  to  act  promptly.  Mr.  S.  opposed 
the  amendments  at  some  length.  One  reason  for 
it  was.  that  the  bill  came  with  too  much ;  they  did 
not  belong  to  the  bill ;  it  proposed  to  connect  with 
Maine  all  the  questions  belonging  to  the  Missouri 
subject,  and,  what  was  more,  connected  with  Maine 
the  question  called  a  compromise.  Could  gentle- 
men seriously  call  this  an  amendment?  They 
might  call  it  what  they  pleased,  but  it  would  be 
just  as  proper  to  annex  to  it  a  pension  law  or  a 
bankrupt  bill,  and  call  it  an  amendment.  What- 
ever the  object  of  this  amendinent,  it  would  appear 
to  have  an  improper  end  in  view,  and  such  would 
be  its  effect  on  the  public  mind,  &c. 

Mt.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina  was  in  favor  of 
the  commitment,  and  (as  well  he  could  be  heard) 
spoke  to  show  that  the  amendments  were  not  im- 
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proper ;  tbat  the  course  taken  by  the  Senate  was 
not  unusual  or  unnatural ;  and  tnat,  whatever  the 
decision  on  them  here,  he  doubted  whether  that 
body  would  recede. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  commit- 
ment as  useless,  and  argued  to  show  that  it  would 
not  save  time;  that  it  would  be  attended  with 
inconvenience,  without  producing  any  benefit,  dbc. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Kentucky,  s^ke  at  considerable 
lenffth,  and  very  warmly,  against  the  proposition 
to  force  members  into  an  instant  decision  of  this 
important  question.  He  maintained  the  justice 
and  fairness  of  allowing  time  for  an  examination 
of  the  amendments,  and  for  preparation  for  a 
decision ;  and  condemned  strongly  the  attempt  to 
coerce  the  House  into  an  immediate  vote  on  a  sub- 
ject so  little  understood  and  so  important. 

Mr.  McLane.  of  Delaware,  was  m  favor  of  com- 
mitting the  bill,  not  because  he  was  in  favor  of 
uniting  Maine  and  Missouri,  for  he  was  decidedly 
opposed  to  the  union  ;  and  if  he  supposed  the  com- 
mitment would  retard  the  admission  of  Maine,  he 
should  be  opposed  to  it ;  but  this  could  not  be  the 
effect  $  it  would  be  decided  as  soon  as  the  question 
now  under  consideration  could  be.  He  had  op- 
posed the  union  of  the  bills  when  the  subject  was 
originally  before  the  House ;  he  was  still  opposed 
to  It.  because  he  deemed  it  a  danf^ous  mode  of 
legislation,  and  would  vote  to  disunite  them,  when- 
ever the  subject  should  come  distinctly  before  the 
House.  But  the  union  of  Missouri  with  Maine 
was  not  the  only  amendment  the  Senate  had  made : 
they  had  introduced  another  of  equal^  if  not  of 
greater  importance — that  which  prohibited  the  in- 
troduction of  slavery  into  the  Territories.  He  was 
in  favor  of  this  proposition  ;  he  presumed  all  the 
advocates  of  restriction  would  also  be  in  favor  of  it. 
It  was  an  amendment  of  vast  importance,  which 
might  as  properly  be  introduced  into  the  bill  for 
the  admission  of  Maine  as  in  one  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri,  or  in  a  distinct  bill.  It  was  be- 
cause this  was  an  important  subject  that  he  wished 
it  to  be  duly  weighed  and  considered.  It  also 
embraced  the  basis  of  a  compromise,  which  had 
been  adjusted  in  the  Senate,  after  great  delibera- 
tion. Desirous  as  he  was  of  quieting  public  excite- 
ment, on  some  principle  of  compromise,  he  hoped 
time  would  be  afforded  to  test  its  practicability. 
If  Missouri  should  be  stricken  from  the  bill,  this 
amendment,  being  a  distinct  proposition,  would 
remain,  and  deserved  to  be  considered.  If  he  were 
now  forced  to  vote  upon  the  rejection  of  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  opposed  as  he  was  to  the 
union  of  Maine  with  Missouri,  he  should  be  com- 
pelled to  vote  against  both  provisions,  and  thus  aid 
m  defeating  a  compromise  which  he  was  so  anx- 
ious to  effect.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  bill 
would  be  committed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  committing  the 
bill  and  amendments,  and  decided  in  the  negative, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tonnes' 
we,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
Barbour,  Bayly,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown,  Bryan, 
Burwell,  Boiler  of  I^ataiana,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Crawford,   Crowell,    Colbretb,    Culpeper,   Cnthbert, 
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Earle.  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Ervin,  Floyd,  Gar- 
nett,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hooks,  Johnson, 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Kinsey, 
Little,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Dela- 
ware, McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Neale, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Overstreet,  Pindall, 
Quarles,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson, 
Shaw,  Simkins,  Slocumb,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A. 
Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Strotber, 
Swearingen,  Terrell,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker  of  North  Carolina, 
M^arfield,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North 
Carolina — 70. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Bateman, 
Beecher,  Boden,  Brush,  Buffum,  Burton,  Butler  of 
New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case,  Clagett,  Clarke, 
Cook,  CraAs,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Den- 
nison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowae,  Eddy,  Edwards  of 
Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Fay,  Fisher, 
Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fuller,  FuUerton,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of 
New  York,  Haxard,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herrick, 
Hibshman,  Heister,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hostetter,  Kendall, 
Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore,  Lyman, 
Maclay,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Mason,  Meech,  Meigs, 
R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton,  Moseley,  Mur- 
ray, Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Massachu- 
setts, Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson, 
Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Rogers, 
Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Settle,  SiUbee,  Sloan, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard, 
Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of 
New  York,Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracjy, 
Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whit> 
man,  and  Wood — 107. 

Mr.  Smvth,  of  ^Virginia,  then  moved  to  lay  the 
amendments  on  the  table,  and  print  them,  that  the 
House  might  at  least  see  what  it  was  called  on  to 
decide;  which  motion  was  also  lost — ^yeas  77, 
nays  96. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to  disa- 
gree to  the  amendments — 

Mr.  SiMKiNs  moved  that  the  amendments  be 
postponed  to  Tuesday,  and  be  printed ;  declaring 
that  he  was  wholly  unprepared  at  present  to  vote 
on  the  subject:  and  supported  his  motion  in  a 
speech  of  some  length.  The  motion  was  assented 
to  by  Mr.  Taylor,  and  supported  by  Messrs.  Rbea» 
CuLPEPER,  Stevens,  Storrb,  and  BALnwiNj 
the  last  named  gentleman,  amonfl;  other  remarks^ 
denying  that  the  amendment  called  a  compromise, 
could  be  called  so  with  propriety,  inasmuch  as  it 
was  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution,  and  the 
whole  course  of  legislation  for  thirty  years. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Whitman,  Livermore,  and  Holmes,  because 
they  were  opposed  to  any  delay,  as  it  miffht  en- 
danger the  fute  of  the  Maine  bill,  which  they  de- 
sired to  have  separated  from  the  other  sumect 
immediately,  and  disposed  of  as  justice  and  fair- 
ness required. 

The  question  being  taken  on  postponing  the  bill 
to  Tuesday,  and  printing  the  amendments,  was 
carried  by  a  large  majority ;  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 
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Monday,  February  21. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Daniel  Converse,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  J  reported  a  bill  altering  the  place  of  hold- 
ing the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the  district  of 
Ohio ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  confirming  Anthony 
Cavalier  and  Peter  Pettit  in  their  claim  to  a  tract 
of  land,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  McCoy  moved  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
^lution  offered  by  Mr.  Cooke,  of  Illinois,  on  the 
17th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  bounty  lands  lying 
in  Illinois,  promised  by  the  State  of  Virginia  to 
Colonel  Clark's  regiment^  in  the  Revolutionary 
¥Far.  His  motion  to  consider  was  lost  by  a  Large 
majority. 

MILITARY  ACADEMY. 

Mr  Smytb,  of  Virginia,  in  pursuance  of  instruc- 
tion from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
moved  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Resolvedi  That  the  President  be  requested  to  cause 
to  be  prepared  and  submitted  to  Congreia  a  system  of 
regQlationH  for  the  government  of  the  Military  Acad- 
emy at  West  Point. 

This  proposition  gave  rise  to  some  conversation. 
Mr.  Anderson  did  not  conceive  it  to  propose  a 
usual  or  proper  course  of  proceeding ;  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  President  to  execute  the  law,  but  of 
this  House  to  devise  and  frame  it,  <&c.  Mr.  Cul- 
PBPER  expressed  substantially  the  same  sentiment. 
Mr.  S.  Parker  said  the  President  had  already,  in 
a  recent  case,  decided  that  the  Academy  should  be 
under  the  government  of  martial  law :  if  the  Mili- 
tary Committee  was  of  a  different  opinion,  they 
ought  ;k)  specifically  to  report.  Mr.  C/ANNON  sug- 
gested that  it  might  be  found  necessary  to  abolish 
this  Academy — ^he  being  of  that  opinion ;  and  he 
desired  therefore  a  particular  inquiry  and  report 
imon  the  subject  by  a  committee  of  this  House. 
Mr.  Little  opposed  the  recommitment  which  was 
proposed ;  but  wished  to  modify  the  proposition  so 
as  to  call  on  the  Secretary  of  War  instead  of  the 
President,  to  report  upon  the  subject  Mr.  Foot 
was  in  favor  or  recommitment,  and  expressed  his 
wbh  for  further  information  and  inquiry  on  the 
snbiecL 

The  result  was,  that,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea, 
the  proposition  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  with  instructions  to  report  to 
this  House  a  system  of  regulation  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Academy. 

OUR  AFFAIRS  WITH  SPAIN. 

Mr.  Reio,  of  Georgia,  submitted  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  impart  to  this  House  any  communica- 
tions touching  the  Florida  Treaty,  which  may  have 
been  received  from  our  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at 
the  Court  of  Spain,  which  have  not  beeit  heretofore 


oommunicatedy  [and  which,  in  his  opinion,  it  may  not 
be  inconsistent  with  the  public  interest  to  communi- 
cate.] 

The  concluding  clause  was  adopted  with  the 
consent  of  the  mover,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Taylor,  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  extend  the  scope  of  the 
motion  to  communications  from  any  other  sources 
than  our  Minister  in  Spain. 

Mr.  Reid  objecting  to  the  form  of  the  proposed 
amendment,  rather  than  to  its  object — 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  lay  the  proposition  on  the 
table ;  which  motion  was  carried,  65  to  62. 

MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  this  bill  and  the  pro- 
posed amendment. 

Mr.  Plumer,  of  New  Hampshire,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  many  considerations 
which  seem  to  me  not  only  to  justify,  but  to  ren- 
der necessary  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  (Mr.  Taylor,)  to  the  Inll 
now  under  discussion.  Some  of  the  most  impor- 
tant of  these  I  shall  endeavor  to  explain  to  the 
Committee. 

It  will,  I  fear,  be  hardly  thought  respectful,  at 
this  late  period  of  the  debate,  to  mquire  what  it  is 
that  we  propose  to  do  by  the  bill  on  your  table? 
Yet,  a  correct  answer  to  this  inquiry  would,  in  my 
opinion,  go  far  to  prove  that  very  many  of  the  ob- 

1'ections  made  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Lonorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  have  little 
or  no  bearmg  on  the  real  merits  of  the  present 
question.  This  is  by  no  means  an  unusual  case. 
It  will^  I  believe,  be  generally  found  that  we  err  in 
our  opinions  principally  because  we  do  not  undei^ 
stand  ourselves;  and  that  we  differ  from  others 
principally  because  we  do  not  understand  them. 
W  hat,  then,  is  the  real  nature  of  this  transaction  ? 
The  people  of  Missouri  have  applied  to  Con^press 
for  leave  to  form  a  constitution,  and  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  as  an  independent  State.  By  the 
bill  now  under  discussion,  we  are  about  to  inform 
them,  in  answer  to  their  memorial,  what  are  the 
terms  and  conditions  on  which  we  are  will  ins,  at 
this  tinoiei  to  grant  their  request  The  first  of  these 
conditions  is,  that  the  new  State  shall  consist  of  a 
certain  extent  of  territory,  different  from  that  pro- 
posed in  their  memorial,  and  different  from  that 
embraced  within  their  present  limits,  and  in  both 
these  respects  differing  trom  their  request ;  the  sec- 
ond is,  that  their  constitution  shall  be  repuUicau  ; 
and  the  third,  which  is  the  object  of  the  present 
amendment,  that  they  shall  prevent  the  further  tV 
tfoduction  of  slaves^  and  that  the  offspring  of  those 
already  there  shall  he  free.  These  three  conditions 
are  nuide  indispensable  to  their  becoming,  at  this 
time,  a  member  of  the  federal  Union.  Other  terms 
are  also  proposed ;  but  these  are  offered  only  as  the 
price  of  certain  other  stipulations,  into  which  it  is 
desired  that  Missouri  should  enter.  They  are,  by 
the  same  act,  authorized  to  call  a  convention,  to 
determine  whether  it  is  expedient  for  them,  at  this 
time,  and  upon  these  conditions,  to  become  a  menu 
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ber  of  the  Union.  If  so,  they  are  pennitted  to 
fonn  a  constitution,  and  are  to  be  received,  with- 
oat  delay,  into  our  Confederacy. 

This  act,  then,  is  simply  an  answer  to  the  request 
of  Missouri ;  and,  without  her  consent  and  accep- 
tance, it  can  hare  no  binding  force  or  effect  on 
either  party.  If,  when  met  in  convention,  her 
delegates  should  deem  it  inexpedient  to  accept  our 
terms,  there  is  an  end^  at  once,  of  our  act,  and  of 
all  the  measures  growing  out  of  it.  Either  party 
may  propose  new  terms,  or  both  remain  in  then 

E resent  eonditbn.  We  do  not,  therefore,  as  has 
een  so  often  asserted  in  this  debate,  undertake  to 
form  a  constitation  for  the  people  of  Missouri ;  we 
do  not  impose  upon  them  terms  and  conditions 
which  are  to  bind  them  without  their  consent: 
nor  do  we,  by  this  act,  say  that  Missouri  shall 
namr  be  admitted,  if  she  does  not  accept  our  presr- 
ent  offers.  We  merely  inform  her  on  what  con- 
ditions we  are  willing,  at  tkU  time,  to  receive  her 
into  the  Union.  If  she  does  not  cnoose  to  accept 
them,  we  cannot,  on  our  part,  complain  of  her, 
beeaose  she  has  a  right  to  reject  our  offers,  and  to 
remain  a  Territory  if  she  pleases ;  nor  can  she 
complain  of  us,  because  it  is  universally  conceded 
that  we  are  under  no  obligation  to  admit  her,  at 
the  present  session  at  least,  however  we  may  be 
under  the  treaty,  (a  question  which  I  shall  pres- 
ently examine,)  at  some  future  period.  The  first ' 
inquiry,  then,  is,  can  Congress  propose  this  condi- 
tion, and  can  Missouri  accept  it  ? 

The  right  of  Congress  to  admit  new  States  is 
derived  from  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  article 
of  the  Constitation.  '^  New  States  may  be  admit- 
ted by  the  Congress  into  this  Union."  The  first 
thing  to  be  remarked  in  this  clause  is,  that  it  is  a 
delegation  of  power  merely,  and  not  a  duty  im- 
posed. It  is  not  said  that  Congress  ahaUy  but  that 
they  may  admit  new  States.  The  power  to  admit 
is  granted,  tot  no  right  is  given  by  the  Constitu- 
tion to  any  Territorv  to  compel  Congress,  against 
their  will,  to  exert  tnis  power  in  its  favor.  It  is 
not  said,  that,  when  any  of  our  Territories  shall 
contain  a  certain  number  of  inhabitants,  60,000 
for  example,  Congress  shall,  whether  they  deem 
it  expedient  or  not,  admit  them  into  the  Union; 
bat  an  authority  merely  is  given,  which  they  are 
to  exert  or  not,  according  to  their  own  souna  dis- 
cretion. It  is  next  to  be  observed,  that  the  power 
here  delegated,  is  expressed  in  the  broadest  possible 
terms ;  and,  that  so  &r  as  this  clause  is  concerned, 
it  is  altogether  without  limitation  or  control.  It 
follows,  from  this  view,  of  the  subject,  that  there 
are  three  questions  which  Congress  may  discuss, 
whenever  a  Territory  asks  admission  into  our 
Union  as  a  State  First,  is  it  expedient  to  admit 
her  at  all  ?  If  one  of  the  South  American  prov- 
inces should  adc  admission,  we  should  prooably 
reject  the  application  as  inexpedient  ever  to  be 
granted.  If,  however,  our  decision  should  be  to 
admit,  a  second  question  would  arise,  as  to  the 
tme  when  this  should  be  done,  whether  now,  or  at 
some  future  day  ?  But,  in  these  two  powers,  which 
it  is  coneeded  on  all  sides  that  we  possess,  is  there 
not  involved  a  third ;  that  of  saying  on  what 
terms,  not  inconsistent  with  other  parts  of  the 


Constitution,  this  admission  shall  take  place  ?  It 
might  be  expedient  to  admit,  on  certain  conditicms, 
a  State,  which  we  should  be  bound  otherwise 
finally  to  reject.  It  might  also  be  expedient,  at 
the  present  time^  to  admit,  on  certain  terms,  a 
State,  which,  without  this  power,  we  should  be 
obliged  to  suspend,  till,  by  the  influence  of  our 
laws,  or  by  other  causes,  she  should  become  ae^ 
customed  to  our  manners,  and  assimilated  to  our 
political  institutions.  This  interpretation  of  the 
Constitution  is,  therefore,  equally  beneficial  to  the 
Union,  and  to  the  Territories  applying  for  ad- 
mission. 
But  let  us  look  ajgain  at  this  clause:  *^New 

*  States  may  be  admitted,  dtc. ;  but  no  new  State 

*  shall  be  formed  or  erected  within  the  jurisdiction 
'  of  any  other  State,  dbc,  without  the  consent  of 
'  the  Legislature  of  the  several  States  concerned, 
'  as  well  as  of  the  Congress."  Here,  then,  is  a 
limitation  on  the  powers  of  Congress.  Wnen  a 
State  is  to  be  admitted,  formed  within  the  limits 
of  some  other  State,  as  in  the  case  of  Kentucky,  or 
the  more  recent  one  of  Maine,  the  consent  oi  the 
parent  State,  as  well  as  of  Congress,  is  to  be  ob- 
tained ;  and  this  consent  may  be,  and  in  all  in- 
stances has  been,  granted  upon  conditions.  In  the 
first  clause,  then,  the  power  to  admit  is  given  with- 
out limitation,  and  may,  therefore,  be  exercised  on 
such  terms  as  the  party  coTiaentii^f  shall  prescribe, 
and  the  State  to  be  aamitted  shall  choose  to  ac- 
cept ;  but  in  the  second,  this  power  is  limited^  by 
requiring  the  agreement  of  a  third  party,  which, 
like  the  two  former^  may  insist  on  its  own  condi- 
tions. The  limitation  in  the  one  case,  and  not  in 
the  other,  shows  clearly,  that  when  the  Constitu- 
tion intends  to  restrain  a  general  delegation  of 
power,  it  does  so  in  express  words ;  and  the  infer- 
ence is  irresistible,  that  where  the  power  is  dis- 
tinctly given,  and  no  limitation  is  expressed,  none 
was  intended.  The  correctness  of  this  very  ob- 
vious rule  of  construction  will  not  be  denied,  and 
it  appears  to  me  strictly  applicable  to  the  present 
case.  To  show  this  power,  if  possible,  still  more 
clearly,  we  need  only  refer  to  the  Journal  of  the 
Convention  that  formed  the  Constitution.  We 
there  find  that  this  clause*  as  originally  proposed, 
(p.  80,)  stood  thus:  "  The  Legisuiture  shall  have 
power  to  admit  new  States  into  the  Union  on  th$ 
same  terms  with  the  original  StaieaJ*^  These  latter 
words  are  not  now  to  be  found  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. It  was  proposed  then  to  limit  the  power  of 
Congress  on  this  subject.  That  proposition  was 
rejected  by  the  Convention,  and  the  power  given 
in  the  broadest  possible  terms.  I  can  hardly  con- 
ceive a  stronger  case,  and  have  heard  of  no  an- 
swer attempted  to  "this  important  fact 

To  Congress,  then,  is  given  the  power  of  admis- 
sion in  its  full  extent,  and  with  all  its  incidents. 
What«  Mr.  Chairman,  are  these  incidents?  Sup- 
pose the  States  had  reserved  the  right  of  admit- 
ting new  members  to  themselves,  instead  of  giving 
it,  as  they  have  done,  to  Congress:  Can  it  he 
doubted  that  they  might,  in  that  case,  have  re- 
ceived into  their  Confi^eracy  new  associates,  upon 
such  terms  and  conditions  as  the  contracting  par- 
ties might  see  fit  mutually  to  adopt?    They  surely 
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might.  And  why,  sir?  Merely  because  they 
possessed  the  power  of  admission.  But.  instead  of 
retaining  this  power,  they  have  transterred  it  to 
Congress.  If  toe  do  not  possess  it,  where  does  it 
reside  ?  Not  in  the  States ;  for  they  have  nothing 
to  do  in  the  admission  of  new  members ;  nor  in 
the  people,  as  asserted  by  the  sentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Lowndes,;  who  last  ad- 
dressed you.  He  did  not  speak  with  his  usual 
accuracy  when  he  said  that  the  people,  and  not 
Congress,  possessed  the  power  to  impose  condi- 
tions on  States  about  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union.  The  people,  sir,  have  reserved  to  them- 
selves no  such  power,  any  more  than  they  have 
reserved  the  power,  for  example,  of  declaring  war. 
Their  power  to  declare  war  they  have  transferred 
to  Congress.  Their  power  to  admit  new  States, 
they  have,  in  like  manner,  transferred  to  Con- 
gress ;  and  we  have  seen  that  thb  transfer  is  en- 
tire, with  all  its  incidents,  subject  only  to  that 
general  reservation  which  applies  to  all  delegated 
power — that  it  shall  be  exerted  in  a  manner  not 
repugnant  to  other  parts  of  the  Constitution. 

This  brings  me,  sir,  to  inquire  what  are  the  lim- 
itations imposed  on  Congress  by  the  Constitution 
in  the  exercise  of  this  power?  And,  first,  "the 
United  States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  the 
Union  a  republican  form  ot  government."  They 
cannot,  therefore,  if  they  were  so  absurd  as  to 
wish  it,  prescribe  to  a  new  State  that  her  form  of 
government  should  be  anti-republican,  or  monar- 
chical ;  because  the  State,  when  admitted,  would 
have  a  right  to  call  on  Congress  for  its  guaranty 
of  a  different  form.  But  this  clause  is  not,  as  has 
been  argued,  an  enlargement  of  the  powers  of 
Congress,  but  a  limitation  upon  those  powers ;  a 
stipulation  in  favor  of  the  States,  and  against  the 
General  Grovernment.  "  To  guaranty"  does  not 
mean  to  create,  or  cause  to  be  created  ^  but  simply 
to  defend  that  which  already  exists.  Yet  Con- 
gress, to  secure  the  existence  of  that,  which,  when 
established,  they  are  bound  to  defend,  have  in  every 
case  made  it  a  condition,  in  admitting  new  States, 
that  their  form  of  government  should  be  republi- 
can. In  the  same  clause  it  is  also  providea  that 
Congress  "shall  protect  each  of  the  States  against 
domestic  violencse."  Now,  if  their  beinjr  bound  to 
protect  the  States  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  republi- 
can form  of  government,  authorizes  them  to  make 
such  a  form  the  condition  of  their  becoming  States, 
why  may  not  they,  upon  the  same  ground,  under 
the  latter  clause,  prescribe  the  exclusion  of  slavery 
as  a  condition  ?  Slavery  is  sure  ultimately  to  pro- 
duce "  domestic  violence"  wherever  it  exists.  Fore- 
seeing this,  might  not  Congress  say  to  a  new  State, 
we  will  not  admit  you,  if  you  allow  slavery  to  ex- 
ist among  you ;  because  we  shall  be  obliged,  under 
this  clause,  at  some  future  period,  to  protect  you 
against  "  domestic  violence,"  arising  from  the  in- 
surrection and  rebellion  of  your  daves?  The 
right  to  anticipate  and  prevent  an  evil  which  they 
are  bound,  when  it  comes,  to  remove,  is,  in  botn 
cases,  precisely  the  same ;  and,  of  the  two  evils, 
"  domestic  violence"  is  certainly  much  more  likely 
to  occur  from  the  toleration  of  slavery,  than  an 
aiiti*republican  form  of  government,  lor  want  of 


an  express  stipulation  to  exclude  it.  Let  me  not, 
however,  be  understood  as  deriving  any  povirer 
claimed  in  the  present  instance,  from  this  clause 
of  the  Constitution ;  but  to  those  who  think  that 
they  derive  from  this  section  alone  their  right  to 
prescribe  a  republican  form  of  government,  this 
view  of  the  subject  cannot  surely  be  without  some 
deme  of  weight. 

There  is  another  obvious  limitation  on  the  power 
of  Congress  in  admitting  new  States,  which  re- 
sults from  the  nature  of  the  compact.  New  States 
must  be  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  riehts 
and  privileges  derived  by  the  original  States  from 
the  Constitution;  otherwise  they  would  not  be 
admitted  into  the  same  Union  with  the  rest.  No 
condition  can,  therefore,  be  annexed  to  the  ad- 
mission of  a  State,  which  takes  from  her  any  Con- 
stitutional, or,  as  it  is  more  frequently  called^  any 
federal  right,  because  this  would  be  at  variance 
with  the  admission  itself,  and,  therefore,  void ;  as 
in  any  other  case  of  a  condition  annexed  to  a 
grant,  inconsistent  with  the  grant  itself. 

This  is  a  limitation  on  the  powers  of  Congress 
in  favor  of  the  new  States.  There  is  another, 
which  may  perhaps  be  inferred  in  reference  to  the 
old.  Confess  can  propose  no  condition  to  a  new 
State,  which,  if  accepted  by  her,  would  transfer 
to  the  Union  any  power  to  be  exercised  over  other 
States,  which  had  not  been  granted  by  the  Con- 
stitution to  the  General  Government;  because  this 
would  be  to  affect  the  political  rights  of  third 
parties,  without  their  own  consent.  And  here,  per- 
mit me  to  say,  that  this  limitation  furnishes,  in  my 
view,  a  conclusive  answer  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Lowndes,)  who,  if  I  rightly 
understood  him,  founded  his  chief  objection  to 
this  measure,  on  the  supposed  inability  ot  Congress 
to  acquire,  by  compaet  with  new  States,  federal 
powers  not  conferred  by  the  Constitution  on  the 
Greneral  Government,  to  ne  exercised  over  the  other 
States ;  and  thus,  in  effect,  to  alter  the  Constitution 
in  a  manner  not  provided  for  by  that  instrument. 
The  soundness  of  this  principle  it  is  not  necessarj 
here  to  controvert,  or  even  to  examine;  since  it  is 
totally  inapplicable,  in  my  view  of  the  subject^  to  the 
present  bill.  This  amenament  does  not  require  the 
people  of  Missouri  to  transfer  any  portion  of  their 
sovereignty,  or  to  invest  the  General  Government 
with  any  new  authority,  which  they  did  not  be- 
fore possess,  applicable  to  other  members  of  the 
Confederacy ;  but  only  that  they  should  renounce 
the  power  claimed  {or  them,  of  making  slaves  of 
their  fellow  men.  It  is  a  renunciation  of  the 
power  merely,  and  not  its  transfer,  which  is  asked 
in  this  case. 

Subject,  then,  to  these  just  and  natural  limita- 
tions, I  can  see  nothing  dangerous  or  alarming  in 
the  power  claimed  by  Congress  on  this  occasion. 
They  can,  on  the  one  hand,  deprive  the  new  State 
of  DO  right  or  privily  conferred  by  the  Con- 
stitution on  the  oriffinafconfederates ;  and,  on  the 
other,  can  acquire  for  themselves  no  new  power  or 
authority,  to  be  exerted  over  the  other  States, 
without  their  consent.  When  to  this  we  add, 
that  the  terms  proposed  must,  in  all  cases,  be  ac- 
cepted by  the  new  State,  before  they  have  sny 
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binding  force ;  and  that  the  supreme  legislature  of 
the  Union  acts  for  and  represents  the  only  other 

rirty  in  interest,  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
can  perceive  no  weight  whatever  in  the  arffu- 
ment,  so  earnestly  pressed  upon  us  from  the  otner 
side,  that  this  is  a  great  and  indefinite  power, 
liable  to  abase,  and,  therefore,  not  to  be  presumed 
to  exist  Sir.  an  argument  from  the  abuse  of 
power  is  totally  inapplicable,  when  the  question 
IS,  whether  we  possess  the  power  or  not.  What 
powers  are  more  liable  to  alrase,  than  those,  for  in- 
stance, of  making  war  and  imposing  taxes  ?  Yet, 
no  one  will  deny  that,  under  the  Constitution,  we 
possess  both  these  dangerous  and  indefinite  powers. 
I  have  endeavored  to  show  that  the  ri^nt  here 
claimed  is  neither  dangerous  nor  indefinite ;  yet, 
if  it  were  both  of  these,  this  would  be  no  proof 
that  it  was  not  conferred  upon  us  by-tfae  Consti- 
tution ;  though  it  might  have  been  an  argument 
with  the  framersof  that  instrument  for  withholding 
it  from  us.  They  did  not  see  fit,  however,  so  to 
do^  and  for  leavmg  this  discretion  in  Conmss, 
limited^  as  I  have  shown  it  to  be,  many  good  rea- 
sons might,  I  apprehend,  be  given. 

There  is  nothing,  surely,  in  the  nature  of  a  con- 
federated republic,  which  renders  it  necessary  for 
each  member  of  the  confederacy  to  possess  the 
same  State  or  municipal  rights,  any  more  than 
the  same  extent  of  territory,  wealth,  or  population. 
Nor  is  it  true^  in  point  of  fact,  that  they  all  enjoy 
the  same  privileges,  or  derive  equal  advantages 
from  the  Union.  Who  does  not  see  that  Delaware 
and  Rhode  Island^  for  instance,  gain  more  from 
their  connexion  with  the  Union,  compared  with 
what  they  contribute  to  its  safety  or  defence,  tlmn 
Massachusetts  or  New  York?  But  neither  the  large 
States  nor  the  small  have  any  just  reason  to  com- 
j^ain,  if  thev  enjoy  all  the  rights  and  immunities 
for  which  tney  stipulated  on  their  admission  into 
the  Union.    It  is  tne  same  wtih  Missouri. 

Acting  for  herself,  by  her  own  free  will  and 
choice,  me  will  accept  or  reject  the  terms  we  pro- 
pose. If  she  accepts,  and  thus  makes  them  her 
own,  she  thereby  becomes  a  member  of  our  Union ; 
she  acquires  rights  which  she  did  not  before  pos- 
sess ;  obtains  privileges  which  we  are  not  at  this 
timep  obliged  to  ^nt;  and  if,  with  good  faith  and 
fidelity,  the  Umted  States  perform  toward  her 
all  the  stipulations  of  the  contract,  of  what  can  she 
complain?  Whom  has  she  to  condemn?  What 
ri^ht  of  her's  has  been  violated  ?  What  privilege 
withdrawn?  What  immunity  withheld?  It  is, 
then,  the  utmost  perversion  of  language  to  say,  as 
the  nonoraUe  Speaker  (Mr.  Clat)  does,  that,  if 
she  accepts  these  terms  she  becomes  a  vassal  and 
a  slave;  or  to  argue,  as  he  has,  that  this  restriction 
is  unjust,  because  it  deprives  her  of  the  rights  of 
self-government  and  internal  police.  For,  where 
is  the  State  in  this  Union  which  possesses  these 
rights  in  their  full  extent?  When  we  are  told 
that  Missouri  will  not  have  the  rights  of  self-^v- 
ernment,  if  she  renounces  the  power  claimed  for 
her  of  depriving  others  of  their  right  to  freedom — 
not  to  animadvert  here  on  the  odious  nature  of  the 
claim — is  it  not  equally  true,  that  all  the  other 
States  are  also  dq>rived  of  the  rights  of  self-gov- 


ernment ?  Is  it  not  an  attribute  of  sovereignty — a 
right  of  self-government — to  declare  war,  to  enter 
into  treaty  or  alliance  with  other  States,  grant  let- 
ters of  marque  and  reprisal,  coin  money,  emit  bills 
of  credit,  and  pass  bills  of  attainder  ?  Y  et  no  State 
in  the  Union  can  do  any  of  these  things.  Are  they^ 
therefore,  degraded  to  the  rank  of  vassal  and 
slave,  and  deprived  of  the  rights  of  self-govern- 
ment ?  SurdTv  not.  And  why  not,  sir  ?  Because 
they  voluntarily  surrendered  these  and  other  rights 
to  the  Union.  The  original  States  became  mem- 
bers of  the  Confederacy,  after  mature  deliberation, 
not  because  any  one  ot  them  approved  of  every 
part  of  the  Constitution,  but  because  they  thought 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  Union 
greater,  on  the  whole,  than  the  sacrifices  (and  no 
two  made  the  same)  which  that  Union  required  of 
them.  Let  Missouri  do  the  same ;  and  whether 
she  determines  at  this  time  to  become  a  State,  or 
remain  a  territory  for  the  present,  the  act  will  be 
her  own,  and  performed  with  quite  as  much  free- 
dom of  choice  as  the  other  States  enjoyed  when 
the  same  question  was  put  to  them. 

Having  thus,  Mr.  Chairman,  proved,  as  I  trust, 
that  Congress  has,  by  the  Constitution,  a  right  to 
propose  terms  and  conditions  to  Territories  apply- 
m^  for  admission,  I  ask  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee, while  I  pass  brieflv  in  review  the  several 
States  admitted  into  the  Union  since  the  present 
form  of  Government  was  adopted,  and  inquire 
whether  the  conclusions  I  have  thus  drawn  from 
the  Constitution  itself,  are  confirmed  or  contra- 
dicted by  the  practice  and  the  declarations  of  those 
who  have  gone  before  us  on  this  subject.  This 
field  has  been  already  explored  by  others,  but  it  is 
stiU  rich  in  matter^  most  pertinent  to  this  occasion. 
If,  from  this  exanunation,  it  should  appear  that  the 
new  States  have  been  uniformly  admitted,  upon 
terms  and  conditions,  many  of  them  afiecting  the 
highest  attributes  of  sovereignty,  and  none  of 
them  applicable  to  the  original  States,  it  will  not 
be  easy  to  persuade  me  that  the  present  Congress 
has  less  power  and  less  authority,  in  this  respect, 
than  its  predecessors. 

The  first  State  admitted  was  Kentucky.  It  was, 
originally,  a  part  of  Virginia,  and  was  allowed  by 
her  to  b^me  an  independent  State^  upon  certain 
'^  terms  and  conditions."  By  the  fourth  of  these 
conditions  Kentucky  was  required  to  stipulate,  that 
she  would  never  tax  the  lands  of  non-residents 
higher  than  those  of  residents.  By  the  seventh, 
she  was  required  to  leave  the  navigation  of  the 
Ohio  free  to  all  citizens  of  the  United  States.  If 
these  and  other  terms  were  accepted  by  Kentuckr, 
they  were  **  to  become  a  solemn  compact,  mutually 
binding  on  the  parties^  and  unalterable  by  either, 
without  the  consent  of  the  other."  These  condi- 
tions were  accepted  by  Kentucky,  and  she  was 
admitted  into  the  Union  in  1791,  subiect  to  these 
restrictions.  Such  is  the  history  of  the  first  State 
formed  under  the  present  Constitution.  But,  how 
does  this  agree,  sir,  with  the  doctrine  maintained 
on  the  other  side?  Every  new  State,  says  the 
'gentleman  (Mr.  Lowndss)  from  South  Carolina^ 
must  have  tne  same  State  rights,  the  same  author- 
ity, and  the  same  jurisdiction  in  all  cases  what- 
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ever,  within  its  own  limits,  as  the  original  thir- 
teen. The  very  word  State,  says  the  Speaker, 
(Mr.  Clay,)  implies  a  political  community,  pos- 
sessing exactly  the  same  rights  and  powers,  and  in 
all  respects  resembling  the  parties  to  the  original 
compact.  It  is  also  on  this  same  definition  oi  the 
word  State,  that  nearly  the  whole  argument  of  the 
gentleman  (Mr.  Barbooii)  from  Virginia,  against 
this  amendment,  rests.  But  will  this  definition 
apply  to  Kentucky  1  No  matter  by  whom  these 
restrictions  were  imposed,  whether  by  Virginia  or 
by  the  Union,  it  is  sufficient,  for  my  argument, 
that  Kentucky  does  not  possess  the  same  State 
Tk;hts  which  belong  to  the  old  States.  In  New 
l£tmpshire,  for  example,  we  can  tax  the  lands  of 
non-residents  higher  than  those  of  residents.  In 
Kentucky  they  cannot.  Kentucky,  then,  does  not 
possess  all  the  attributes  of  sovereignty,  of  sdf- 
ffovernment,  and  internal  police,  which  b^ng  to 
Sbe  original  States.  But  is  she,  therefore,  degiraded, 
made  a  vassal  and  a  slave?  Her  champion  on 
this  floor,  the  most  distinguished  of  her  sons,  (Mr. 
Cf.AY,)  has  proudly  answered  no ;  has  proudly  told 
us  that  she  stands,  in  all  respects,  unincumbered 
and  erect.  And  whv,  sir,  is  she  not  degraded  by 
these  conditions  ?  The  answer  is  obvious ;  because 
she  consented  to  them  freely ;  because  she  fmrted 
voluntarily  with  certain  rjs&ts,  as  the  condition  of 
obtaining  certain  other  rights.  No  more  will  Mis- 
souri be  degraded,  if,  with  a  view  to  similar  ad- 
vaiitages,  she  renounces  the  odious  power  daimed 
for  her,  of  making  slaves  of  men. 

The  next  State  admitted  was  Vermont.  Her 
constitution  declared  all  men  free.  No  conditions 
were  annexed  by  Congress  to  her  admission. 

Tennessee  comes  next  in  the  list  of  new  States. 
She  was  formed  out  of  territory  ceded  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  by  North  Carolina,  on  various  '^  express 
conditions,  and  subject  thereto ;"  one  of  these  was, 
that  the  ordinance  of  1787,  so  often  mentioned  in 
this  debate,  should  be  extended  to  her,  except  the 
article  relating  to  slavery.  Another  was,  that  the 
lands  of  non-resident  proprietors  should  not  be 
taxed  higher  than  those  of  residents^  In  1796  she 
was  admitted  into  the  Union  "  on  an  equal  foot- 
i0g  with  the  original  States,  in  all  respects  what- 
soever." As  this  expression  here  first  occurs,  in 
admitting  a  new  State,  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  inquire  into  its  meaning,  as  applied  to  Uiis 
subject. 

We  have  already  seen  that  the  United  States  ac- 
^ired  this  territorv  on  certain  '^express  condi- 
tions," on  which  alone  they  could  hold  it ;  that 
one  of  these  (not  to  mention  others)  deprived  the 
fature  State  of  a  ri^ht— 4hat  of  taxing  non-resi- 
dents higher  than  residents — ^whieh  belonged  clear- 
ly to  the  oviginal  thirteen  States.  This  expression 
could  not,  then,  mean  that  Tennessee  should  pos- 
sess all  the  State  riehts  enjoyed  by  any  other  State 
in  the  Union  ;  for  this  would  have  been  to  violate 
the  contract  with  North  Carolina.  Nor  did  Ten- 
nessee so  understand  it;  for  she  incorporated  the 
provisions  of  the  deed  of  cession  into  her  constitu- 
tion, and  thus,  in  express  terms,  became  a  party  t^ 
the  compact.  The  "equal  footing"  here  spoken 
of,  is,  then,  an  equality  of  Fed^I rights  merely; 


and  in  no  other  sense  is  the  expression  applicable 
to  any  of  the  new  States,  except  Vermont. 

The  next  State  admitted  was  Ohio ;  the  fkiresC, 
the  brightest,  the  most  vigorous,  of  all  your  off- 
spring. That  she  is  so,  that  she  has  increased  with 
a  rapidity  surpassing  ail  example  in  the  history  of 
maiucind,  till  within  the  short  space  of  a  single 
generation,  (for  the  first  settlers  are  sdil  alive,)  she 
has  filled  her  capacious  borders  so  that  they  al- 
ready overflow  with  a  race  of  hardy,  intelligent, 
and  virtuous  cultivators  of  the  soil,  is  confessedly 
ovrins  to  its  being  made  a  condition  of  her  exist- 
ence, lx)th  as  a  Territory  and  as  a  State,  that  she 
should  exclude,  what  we  now  require  Missouri  to 
exclude,  the  foul  plague  of  slavery  from  her  bosom. 
With  such  an  example  before  us,  it  seems  almost 
impossible  to  hesitate  as  to  the  course  we  ong^ht 
now  to  pursue.  The  Northwestern  Territory,  out 
of  whicn  Ohio  was  formed,  was  ceded  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  principally  by  Virginia.  In  1787  an 
ordinance  was  passed,  by  the  old  Congress  for  its 
temporary  government,  and  for  its  final  disposition. 
This  celebrated  ordinance  contained  various  "ar- 
ticles of  compact  between  the  oneinal  States  and 
the  people  and  States  in  the  said  Territory,"  which 
were  "forever  to  remain  unalterable,  uidess  by 
common  consent.'^ 

I  shall  have  occasion  hereafier  to  advert  more 
particukrlv  to  these  articles ;  I  will  here  only  add 
that  the  6tn  article  provided  that  there  should  be 
neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in  the 
said  territorv,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of 
crimes.  Tne  proposed  restriction  on  Missouri  is 
copied  verbatim  from  this  article.  In  1802,  Con- 
gress authorized  the  people  of  Ohio  to  form 
a  constitution,  "provided  that  the  same,  when 
formed,  shall  be  republican,  and  not  repugnant  to 
the  ordinance  of  July  13th,  1787."  The  act  also 
contained  other  conditions,  one  of  which  was,  that 
the  United  States  should  be  at  liberty,  at  any 
future  period,  to  extend  the  limits  of  Ohio,  by 
addinff  to  it  certain  other  territory  therein  de- 
scribed. These  terms,  together  with  those  con- 
tained in  the  (xrdinance,  weie  accepted  by  Ohio; 
and  she  was  admitted  into  the  Union  "upon  an 
equal  footing,"  ^so  says  the  law,)  "with  the  origi- 
nal States,  in  all  respects  whatever."  Here,  then, 
is  a  third  State,  with  the  same  federal  rights,  but 
with  State  rights  inferior  to  those  of  the  original 
thirteen. 

The  next  State  admitted  was  Louistana.  By 
the  treaty  of  April  30th,  1803,  the  proYince  of 
Louisiana  was  ceded  to  the  United  States,  "in 
full  sovereignty,"  by  the  French  Republic.  By 
this  treaty,  the  United  States  acquired  an  extent 
of  territory  greater  than  ail  their  former  posses- 
sions. The  first  question  naturally  .su^^^ested  by 
this  important  fact  is,  whether  the  President  and 
Senate  had  authority,  under  the  Constitution,  to 
make  this  acquisition;  to  purchase  for  the  Qeneral 
Government,  without  the  consent  of  the  several 
States,  a  territory  out  of  which  twenty  new  States 
may  be  formed?  whether,  in  short,  they  could 
lawfully  ao(iuire,  found j  and  govern,  an  empire, 
without  their  original  limits,  of  such  vast  extent 
that  it  may,  in  time,  become  more  powerful  than 
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the  purent  country  itself,  and  eventoally  hold  all 
the  ori^al  members  of  the  Republic  in  complete 
subjection  ?  If  we  look  to  the  Constitution  for  an 
answer  to  these  inquiries,  we  shall  find  there  no 
express  authority  given  to  any  branch  of  the  Qoy- 
emment  to  purchase  foreign  territory.  Do  we 
faiow,  sir,  what  are  to  be  the  effects  of  this  mighty 
cession?  Have  we  sufficiently  reflected  on  the 
entire  change,  the  total  re?olution,  which  this 
purchase  has  made,  or  will  make,  in  all  our  rela- 
tions, foreign  and  domestic,  internal  and  exterior? 
To  those  who  know  the  care  and  anxiety  with 
which  the  delicate  balance  of  the  Constitution 
was  adjusted,  it  will  not  seem  probable  that  either 
the  South  or  the  North,  jealous  as  they  were  of 
each  other's  influence,  intended,  incidentally,  and 
without  express  terms,  to  confer  on  Congress  a 
power  to  throw  into  tne  scales — not,  indeed,  the 
sword  of  the  Gaul — but  a  territory  larger  than  the 
Gtaul  erer  conquered,  or  the  Roman,  in  the  height 
and  arrogance  of  power,  ever  added  to  his  empire.  I 

But,  if  it  be  thus  doubtful  whether  the  General 
Grovemment  possesses,  under  the  Constitution,  a 
right,  not  expressly  delected,  to  add  indefinitely 
to  our  empire,  it  is  not.  m  my  mind,  at  all  doubt- 
fill,  whether  the  President  and  Senate,  under  the 
treaty-making  power,  can  purchase  territory,  with 
a  stipulation  compelling  Congress  (as  it  is  con- 
tended we  are  now  compelled)  to  admit  that  ter- 
ritory into  the  Union^  whether  theyr  will  or  not 

Tne  power  to  admit  new  States  is  given  exclu- 
sively to  Congress ;  but  this  would  be  virtually  to 
transfer  it  to  the  President  and  Senate  alone.  The 
authors  of  this  treaty  did  not  so  understand  it.    I 
have  the  best  authority  for  saying,  that  one  Presi- 
dent at  least,  (Mr.  Madison,)  was  of  opinion,  and 
so  expressed  nimself  at  the  time,  that  this  part 
of  the  treaty  could  not  be  executed,  without  an 
amendment  of  the  Constitution.    This  was,  in- 
deed, the  general  opinion  of  "the  best  informed 
statesmen  at  that  period.    I  will  mention  only  two, 
both  of  them  of  the  highest  standing  in  the  parts 
of  the  country  to  which  they  belonged.    "  I  am 
free  to  confess,"  said  tlie  present  Secretary  of  State, 
(Mr.  Adams,)  when  this  treaty  came  before  the 
Senate  in  1804,  "  that  the  third  article  contains 
engagements  placing  us  in  a  dilemma,  from  which 
I  see  no  possible  mode  of  extricating  ourselves  but 
by  an  amendment,  or  rather  an  addition  to  the 
Constitution."    This  was  said  in  answer  to  the 
objection  that  the  treaty  provided  for  the  admis- 
sion of  the  territory  as  a  State  into  the  Union, 
and  was,  therefore,  unconstitutional.    He  admittea 
the  objection,  and  proposed  to  avoid  it,  by  an 
amendment  of  the  Constitution.    Mr.  Taylor  of 
Virginia,  on  the  contrary,  denied  that  the  treaty 
contained  any  such  stipulation.    ''  The  words  of 
the  treaty  are,"  said  he,  "  literally  satisfied  by  in- 
^  corporating  them  (the  inhabitants)  into  the  Union 
'  as  a  territory,  ana  not  as  a  State.    The  citizens 
'  of  the  Territories  are  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
'  and  have  all  the  rights  of  citizenship ;  but  these 
^  do  not  include  those  political  rights  which  arise 
'  from  State  governments,  and  which  are  dissimi- 
^  lar  in  different  States."    If  it  had  been  urged,  as 
it  now  is,  that  Congress  were  bound  to  admit 


Louisiana  or  Missouri  without  delay,  and  with-^ 
out  conditions,  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  and  that 
whatever  mignt  be  our  rights  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, they  were  taken  away  by  the  treaty,  Mr. 
Adams  would  have  answered,  "  you  have  no  right 
to  admit  them  at  all,  till  you  have  amended  the 
Constitution ;"  and  Mr.  Taylor  would  have  said, 
that  ^  admission  as  a  Territory  was  all  that  the- 
treaty  required."  The  same  opinions  were,  on 
that  occasion,  even  more  strongly  expressed  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  I  refer  to  these  high 
authorities,  Mr.  Chairman,  merely  to  show  that, 
in  the  opinion  of  those  who  negotiated,  and  thoae 
who  ratified  this  treaty,  it  could  not  have  been  in- 
tended to  confer  on  tne  people  of  Missouri  any 
peculiar  rights,  not  possessed  by  other  Territories 
of  the  United  States,  and,  consequently,  that  they 
stand  on  no  better  footing,  in  this  respect,  than 
other  Territories  applying  tor  admission.  Other 
considerations  lead  us  to  tne  same  conclusion. 

Treaties  are  declared  by  the  Constitution  to  be 
"  the  supreme  law  of  the  land ;"  but  they  are  su- 
preme only  within  the  limits  assigned  them  by 
that  instrument.  There  may  be  an  unconstito- 
tional  treaty,  though  re^larly  formed  and  ratified, 
as  well  as  an  unconstitutional  law,  thoueh  regularly 
introduced  and  enacted:  and  both  wouM  be  equally 
void,  and  of  no  binding  force  or  efiect  The  power 
to  admit  new  States  is  given^ith  all  its  incidents, 
to  Congress,  and  not  to  the  President  and  Senate 
merely.    If,  therefore,  Louisiana  was  acquired  on 


or  rejection,  with  respect  to  the  time  when,  or  the 
terms  upon  which,  she  should  be  admitted,  tne  trea- 
ty, so  far  as  it  attempted  to  interfere  with  the  Con-  * 
stitutional  powers  ot  Congress  on  this  subject,  was 
void  in  itself,  and  could,  of  course,  confer  no  new 
rights  on  Missouri.  This,  however,  is  going  upon 
the  supposition,  that  the  treaty  is  inconsistent  with 
the  proposed  restriction.  But,  if  we  turn  to  that 
instrument,  no  such  inconsistency  will  be  found. 
^^  The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory,"  says  the 
third  article,  which  alone  relates  to  tnis  subject* 
"  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  union  of  the  United 
'  States,  and  admitted,  as  soon  as  possible,  accord- 
^  ing  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
^  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages, 
'  and  immumties,  of  citizens  of  the  United  States," 
The  inhabitants  then,  are  to  be  admitted  "  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  of  the  Fedend  Constitution." 
If,  therefore,  by  the  Constitution,  we  have  the 
right  here  claimed,  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
treaty,  any  more  tnan  it  would  have  been  in  the 
power  of  Its  authors,  to  deprive  us  of  it.  And  in 
this  point  of  view,  also,  we  may  lay  the  treaty 
altogether  out  of  sight,  in  decidmg  the  present 
question. 

But  let  us  look  ac^ain,  sir,  to  the  provisions  of 
this  treaty.  The  inhabitants  are  to  oe  admitted 
to  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States."  Now,  sir,  the 
power  to  hold  slaves  is  fortunately  not  one  of  these 
rights,  advantages,  or  immunities.  No  man  can 
hold  another  in  perpetual  bondage  by  any  au- 
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thority  derived  from  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  For,  if  he  could,  then  might  slaves 
be  held  in  New  Hampshire,  for  example,  or  in 
any  of  the  other  free  States ;  oecause  "  tne  rights, 
advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens  oi  the 
"United  States,"  conferred  by  the  Constitution  are 
the  same  in  every  part  of  the  Union.  But,  none 
will  pretend  that  slaves  can  be  held  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, or  in  the  other  free  States. 

It  is  only  in  conse<}uence  of  an  authority  derived 
from  the  laws  of  particular  States  that  slaves  can  be 
held  in  any  part  of  the  Union.    There  is  nothing, 
theuj  in  the  treaty,  inconsistent  with  the  proposed 
restriction,  because  the  treaty  confers  only  federal 
rights,  and  the  power  to  hold  slaves  is  confessedly 
not  one  of  these  rights.    In  consequence  of  the 
nature  of  our  Government,  every  man  in  this 
country  has  a  double  relation  and  character  to 
sustain ;  first,  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and,  secondly,  as  a  citizen  of  some  particular  State. 
In  each  of  these  characters  he  enjoys  rights  which, 
in  the  other,  do  not  belong  to  him,  and  has  duties 
to  perform  which  the  other  does  not  impose.    It  is 
federal  rights  only  which  the  General  Government 
can  confer ;  and,  by  adverting  to  this  obvious  dis- 
tinction, we  perceive,  at  once,  that  the  proposed 
restriction  on  slavery  leaves  the  people  of  Missouri 
in  '^  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advan^ 
tages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States."    Here,  then,  is  a  literal  compliance  with 
the  terms  of  the  treaty.    Its  intention  is  equally 
obvious.    The  United  States  could  not  have  in- 
tended to  bind  themselves  to  any  thing  inconsistent 
with  the  Constitution,  for  they  refer  expressly  to 
it  for  their  meaning.    Nor  could  France  have  in- 
tended to  secure  for  these  people  any  privileges  not 
enjoyed  by  other  territories  of  the  united  States, 
or  to  obtain  an  admission  for  them  into  the  Union 
on  terms  more  favorable  than  had  been  granted  to 
other  territories.    Now,  the  only  territory  admitted 
before  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  was  Ohio ;  and, 
in  that  case,  this  very  prohibition  of  slavery  had 
been  imposea.    France,  then,  if  she  had  looked  to 
the  terms  on  which  territories  h^d  been,  and  were 
to  be,  admitted,  must  have  ex]>ected  that  this  very 
measure  would  be  adopted  which  we  now  propose. 
I  am  justified,  therefore,  in  saying,  that  it  violates 
neither  the  terms  of  the  treaty  nor  the  intention  of 
the  parties. 

In  1804,  the  province  of  Louisiana  was  divided 
into  two  territorial  governments.  In  1811,  Con- 
gress passed  an  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Or- 
leans Territory,  now  the  State  of  Louisiana,  to 
form  a  constitution  "  upon  the  conditions  herein- 
after mentioned."  These  conditions  were  nume- 
rous and  important.  Among  other  things,  it  was 
provided,  that  their  constitution  should  contain  the 
mndamental  principles  of  civil  and  religious  lib- 
erty ;  that  their  laws,  records,  and  legislative  and 
iudicial  proceedings  should  be  kept  in  the  English 
language ;  that  lands  belonging  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States  residing  without  the  said  State 
should  never  be  taxed  higher  than  those  of  residents. 
These  and  other  conditions  were  accepted  by  the 
people  of  Louisiana,  and  by  them  incorporated  in 
their  constitution,  and  in  an  ordinance,  which  they 


declared  irrevocable  without  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress.   In  1812,  they  were  "admitted  into   the 
Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States, 
in  all  respects  whatever,  provided,"  says  the  act, 
"  that  all  the  conditions  and  terms  contained  in  the 
third  section  of  the  act  of  February  20th,  1811, 
shall  be  considered,  deemed,  and  taken  fundamental 
conditions  and  terms,  upon  which  the  said  State 
is  incorporated  in  the  Union."    It  is  impossible  to 
believe  that  the  "  equal  footing"  thus  spoken  of 
could  be  any  other  than  an  equality  oi   federal 
rights.    An  equality  of  State  rights  Louisiana 
could  not  possess^  consistently  with  this  act ;  for 
its  conditions,  which  are  irrevocable  without  the 
consent  of  Congress,  must  for  ever  prevent  her  from 
legislating  on  various  important  subjects,  over 
which  the  original  States  have  complete  jurisdic- 
tion.   Some  of  these  conditions  are  sufficiently  re- 
markable, and,  in  my  opinion,  such  as  no  ingenuity 
can  derive  from  any  express  powers  given  to  Con- 
gress by  the  Constitution  in  relation  to  these  par- 
ticular objects.    Where,  for  instance,  are  the  express 
clauses  authorizing  you  to  make  it  a  condition  of 
admitting  a  State,  that  she  shall  establish  religious 
freedom;  that  she  shall  use  the  English  language 
in  all  her  official  acts ;  or  that  she  shall  not  tax 
the  lands  of  non-residents  higher  than  those  of  res- 
idents ?    I  know  of  no  such  clause ;  none  such 
have  been  pointed  out.    No,  sir ;  these  conditions 
can  be  defended  only  on  the  ground  which  I  have 
taken;  namely,  that  Congress  may  admit  new 
States  upon  such  terms  as  the  parties  see  fit  mu- 
tually to  adopt,  provided  that  they^  leave  the  States, 
admitted,  in  possession  of  all  federal  rights  per- 
taining  to  the  old  States,  and  do  not  acquire  for 
themselves  any  new  power  to  be  exerted  over  other 
members  of  the  Confederacy  without  their  consent. 
I  have  already.  Mr.  Chairman,  occupied  so  much 
of  your  time  witn  this  branch  of  the  inquiry^  that 
I  will  only  add,  with  respect  to  the  remaining 
States^  that  Indiana  and  Illinois  were  admitted  on 
conditions  similar  to  those  of  Ohio ;  and  that  Mis- 
sissippi and  Alabama  came  in  on  the  same  ternos, 
except  with  respect  to  slavery,  which  was  unfor- 
tunately fixed  on  them,  by  the  deed  of  cession  from 
Georgia  to  the  United  States. 

Such,  sir,  is  the  history  of  the  formation  and  ad- 
mission of  all  our  new  States,  from  Kentucky  to 
Alabama.  To  each  of  them,  the  first  question  put, 
was  whether  they  chose  at  that  time  to  become  a 
State,  on  the  terms  then  proposed,  which  terms,  if 
accepted,  were  to  be  irrevocable  without  the  con- 
sent of  both  narties.  With  respect  to  three  of 
these  States,  Onio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  the  verv 
same  restriction  on  slavery,  proposed  in  this  amena- 
ment,  was  made  the  condition  of  their  being  ad- 
mitted. There  is  one  condition  (not  to  mention 
others)  running  through  all  the  new  States,  which 
is  too  remarkable  to  be  here  omitted.  It  was  made 
a  condition,  with  all  of  them,  that  they  should 
stipulate  never  to  tax  the  lands  of  non-residents 
higher  than  those  of  residents.  Sir,  the  right  pos- 
sessed by  governments  to  impose  taxes,  and  to  pro- 
portion those  taxes,  according  to  their  own  sense  of 
justice  or  of  policy,  among  the  individuals  upon 
whom  they  are  to  operate,  is  among  the  highest 


1425 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1426 


February,  1820. 


Aiaisiion  of  Mwouri, 


H.  OF  R. 


and  most  undoubted  rights  of  State  sorereignty. 
All  the  original  States  possess  the  right  (and  some 
of  them  have  exercised  it)  of  taxing  the  lands  of 
non-residents  higher  than  those  of  residents.  Yet, 
ei^ht  of  the  new  States  hare  expressly  renounced 
this  right  forever,  as  the  condition  ot  their  being 
admitted  into  the  union.  Nay,  sir,  the  same  con- 
dition is  to  be  found  in  the  present  bill  with  respect 
to  Missouri.  All  these  States,  then,  have  been 
admitted  with  rights  inferior  to  tnose  of  theoriginal 
thirteen.  With  these  undeniable  facts  before  us, 
we  shall  be  at  no  loss  what  to  think  of  the  position 
assumed  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  and  which, 
in  fact,  lies  at  the  foundation  of  all  their  arguments, 
that  new  States,  when  admitted  into  the  Union, 
become  at  once  possessed  of  all  the  local  or  muni- 
cipal rights  of  the  original  States,  and  are,  by  the 
act  of  admission,  placed  necessarily  on  an  equality, 
in  all  respects,  both  as  to  State  and  federal  rights, 
with  the  original  members.  Sir,  such  a  doctrine 
finds  no  support  whatever  in  the  past  history  of 
our  Qovernment.  It  takes,  too,  for  its  basis,  this 
strangest  of  all  positions,  that  the  act  of  admitting 
a  State  absolves  her  from  all  former  obligations, 
and  even  from  the  conditions  on  which  alone  she 
becomes  a  member  of  our  Confederacy.  So  true 
is  even  this  last  inference,  that  it  has  been  ac- 
tually adopted  on  this  floor ;  and  we  have  been 
repeatedly  told,  that  this  restriction,  if  accepted  by 
Missouri,  will  not  bind  her ;  and  that,  by  altering  her 
constitution,  she  can  at  any  time  evade  its  force ; 
in  other  words,  that  she  may  accept  a  grant  upon 
conditions  which  she  expressly  stipulates  to  per- 
form, and  yet,  at  the  same  moment,  may  disregard 
or  violate  these  conditions !  If  this  be  law  or 
justice,  if  it  be  good  faith,  or  sound  reasoning,  I 
Know  not  to  what  conduct,  or  to  what  fallacy,  these 
terms  do  not  equally  appl>[. 

Having  thus,  Mr.  Chairman,  established,  as  I 
conceive,  the  Constitutional  power  of  Con^^ress  to 
impose  this  restriction,  the  only  remaining  inquiry 
is,  as  to  the  expediency  of  exerting  that  power  on 
this  occasion.  If  it  were  not  known  with  what 
ingenuity  men  support  opinions,  however  extrav- 
agant, which,  from  interest,  from  prejudice,  or 
from  other  motives,  they  may  have  imbibed,  it 
would  seem  utterly  incredible  to  an  indifferent 
spectator  that  the  expe^ency  of  extending  slavery 
over  half  a  continent  shoula  ever  come  seriously 
to  be  debated  in  an  assembly  of  freemen.  But 
such  is  the  fact;  and  the  policy  of  thb  measure, 
as  well  as  its  constitutionality,  is  denied. 

And  here,  sir,  in  the  very  front  ground  of  this 
inquiry,  as  to  the  expediency  of  this  restriction,  I 
place  at  once  the  injustice  of  slavery ;  and,  in  re- 
ply to  all  that  can  be  said  in  favor  or  its  extension, 
I  nnd  an  unanswerable  argument  in  that  great 
maxim  of  universal  morality,  that  what  is  morally 
wrong  can  never  be  politically  right.  We  think 
of  slavery,  sir,  as  if  it  were  an  evil  merely,  and 
seem  almost  to  forget  that  it  is  also  a  crime ;  that 
it  outrages  every  principle  of  justice  and  of  hu- 
manity, and  can  rest  for  its  defence  on  no  grounds 
which  do  not  equally  support  the  tyrant  on  his 
throne,  and  the  despot  in  his  most  wanton  abuse 
of  power.    For  what  can  the  tyrant  do  more  than 


make  slaves  of  men  ?    And  what  can  the  despot 
wish  more  abject  than  the  submission  of  heredi- 
tary bondsmen?    When  I  am  told,  then,  that  it 
is  exp^ient  to  extend  slavery  to  Missouri,  I  answer, 
that  slavery  is,  in  itself,  by  the  laws  of  God  and  of 
nature,  a  moral  offence ;  an  act  of  tyranny  and  of 
injustice,  and,  therefore,  that  it  cannot  be  wise  or 
expedient ;  because  sound  policy  and  true  wisdom 
are  never  inconsistent  with  the  just  and  equal 
rights  of  man.    On  this  subject,  sir^  let  me  not  be 
misunderstood.  Though  slavery  is  in  itself  unjust, 
I  do  not  thence  accuse  all  slavenolders  of  injustice. 
I  am  willing  to  believe,  that  the  toleration  of 
slavery  in  the  Southern  States,  where  it  has  already 
taken  deep  root,  is  not  unjust  with  respect  to  them ; 
because  it  is  not  in  their  power  at  once  to  remove 
or  avoid  this  great  moral  evil.    I  am  willing  to 
believe^  with  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Hemphill,)  that  a  present  qualified  rignt  may. 
m  this  instance,  have  erown  out  of  an  original 
wrong.  The  stream,  darx  and  turbid  in  its  fountain, 
may  yet  run  clear  as  it  wanders  down  the  valley. 
But  what  is  it,  sir,  that  can  thus  purify  even  slavery 
from  its  original  injustice?    I  answer,  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case.    It  is  not,  however,  interest,  con- 
venience, ease,  or  comfort,  under  the  name  of  ne- 
cessity ;  but  a  real,  dire,  uncontrollable,  and  most 
fatal  necessity,  which  can  alone  render  it  just  for 
one  man  to  deprive  another,  by  the  strong  arm  of 
power,  of  the  inalienable  right  of  freedom.    I  am 
willing  to  believe,  that  this  necessity  exists  in  the 
present  slaveholding  States :  at  any  rate,  I  have 
no  inclination,  as  I  have  no  right,  to  inquire  whether 
it  does  or  not.    But  I  cannot  believe,  because  it  is 
not  even  pretended,  that  this  necessity  exists  in 
Missouri.    Slavery  has  hardly  yet  taken  root  in 
that  fruitful  soil;  and,  therefore,  what  is  to  be  tol- 
erated in  the  old  States,  only  because  it  cannot 
there  be  avoided,  is  unnecessary,  and  of  course 
criminal,  in  Missouri;  criminal  alike  in  those 
who  establish  it,  and  in  those  who,  having  the 
power  to  prevent,  yet  suffer  it  to  be  established 
there.     I  shoidd  enlarj^  sir,  upon  this  topic, 
but  I  perceive  that  it  is  one  which  excites  no 
very  pleasant  feelingsjin  our  Southern  brethren; 
ana  i  am  driven  from  it  by  the  stem  tones  and 
the  repulsive  gesture  with  which  the  honorable 
Speaker  (Mr.  Clat)  has  warned  us  not  to  obtrade 
upon  him  with  our  New  England  noUons.    Sir, 
what  are  these  notions  ?    Liberty,  equality,  the 
rights  of  man.    These  are  the  notions  which,  if 
we  cherish,  we  must  cherish  in  secret — ^which,  if 
we  entertain,  we  must  entertain  by  ourselves. 
These  are  the  notions  which  we  must  cast  aside 
when  we  leave  our  own  happy  homes,  and  which, 
if  by  chance  they  find  their  way  into  this  hall,  are 
to  be  repelled  with  the  charge  of  folly,  of  fanati- 
cism, of  a  negrophobia.      Sir,  if  there  be  any 
madness  in  this  case,  it  is  the  madness  of  those 
who  hu^  slavery  to  tneir  bosoms ;  if  there  be  any 
infatuation,  it  is  the  infatuation  of  those  who  are 
willing  to  desolve  the  Union^  rather  than  not  ex- 
tend this  pestiferious  institution  beyond  the  Mis- 
sissippi. But  I  forbear  to  press  further  this  branch 
of  the  inquiry,  and  withdraw  from  it  with  repeat- 
ing my  remark,  that,  what  is  m^ust,  must,  for 
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that  reason  alone,  if  for  no  other,  be  inexpedient. 
But,  the  injustice  of  slavery  is  not  the  only 
reason  against  its  further  extension.  It  is  as  pre- 
judicial to  the  country,  as  it  is  unjust  towards  its 
victims.  There  is  no  oranch  of  useful  labor  which 
is  not  better  performed,  and  at  less  expense,  by 
freemen  than  by  slaves.  Agriculture,  commerce, 
and  manufactures,  are  the  three  great  sources  of 
national  wealth.  With  respect  to  manufactures, 
they  can  hardly  be  said  to  exist  in  countries  where 
slavery  prevails  to  any  great  extent.  The  great 
manufacturing  establishments  of  this  country  are 
almost  exclusively  confined  to  the  non-slavenold- 
ing  States. 

Of  the  injurious  effects  of  slavery  on  com- 
merce, not  a  word  need  be  said.  Who  ever  heard 
of  a  mercantile  people  engaging  in  the  pursuits 
of  commerce  with  the  labor  of  servile  hands  ? — 
Wtf  accordingly  find  that  the  commerce  and  navi- 
gation of  the  United  States  belong  principally  to 
tne  non-slaveholdinff  States ;  and  that  the  hardy 
seamen  who  have ,  borne  your  naval  thunders  in 
triumph  over  every  sea,  and  planted  the  stars  of 
your  Union  in  a  sphere  of  glory,  whence  no  earth- 
ly power  can  ever  pluck  them  down,  were  not 
only  freemen  themselves,  but  bom  and  nurtured  in 
a  land  where  slavery  is  unknown. 

It  is  indeed  conceaed  on  all  hands  that  the  slave- 
holding  States  are  not  extensively  engaged  in  com- 
merce or  manufactures ;  but  it  is  said  they  are  an 
agricultural  people,  and  that  to  this  their  whole 
attention  is  directed.  But,  sir,  with  what  success  ? 
The  labor  of  slaves,  though  it  costs  nothing  be- 
yond their  subsistence,  is  in  effect  the  dearest  and 
least  profitable  of  all  kinds  of  labor.  Feeling  no 
other  motive  than  the  fear  of  punishment  they 
labor  slowly  and  with  great  reluctance,  and  seek 
only  how  they  may  escape  with  the  least  possible 
exertion  from  their  daily,  and  to  them,  unprofita- 
ble tasks.  That  strongest  of  all  principles  implant- 
ed in  the  breast  of  man — die  desire  and  the  hope 
of  improving  his  condition — lightens  care,  and 
renders  toil  sweet  to  him  who  is  cheered  with  the 
constant  r^ection  that  he  labors  for  himself,  and 
not  for  a  master.  Qive  such  a  man  the  fee  simple 
of  a  barren  rock,  and  he  will  cover  it  with  ver- 
dure ;  plant  him  in  a  desert,  and  fertility  will  spring 
around  him.  Convenience  and  content  are  the 
companions  of  his  toil,  and  wealth  follows  in  the 
train  of  industrious  freedom.  On  the  contrary,  the 
slave  and  his  task-master,  placed  in  a  land  flow- 
ing with  milk  and  honey,  would  convert  even  th6 
garden  of  Bden  into  a  desert  and  a  waste.  Whe- 
ther this  be  truth  or  fiction,  I  appeal  to  those  to 
say  who  have  surveyed  and  compared  the  varying 
aspects  of  our  common  country,  from  Maine  to 
Qeoiffia,  in  reference  to  this  particular  object  It 
would  be  easy  for  me  to  produce  the  highest  au- 
thorities in  support  of  my  opinion,  from  among  the 
first  tnen  in  the  ^vehoiding  States.  The  senti- 
ments of  Mr.  Jefferson  are  well  known,  and  have 
been  already  quoted  in  this  debate.  Those  which 
I  am  about  to  read  to  the  Committee  are  from 
another  distinguished  slaveholder,  who  states,  in 
language  stronger  than  I  should  have  dared  to  use, 
facts  which  no  one  has  denied,  and  which  I  may 


therefore  be  pardoned  for  repeating  after  him. 
General  Harper  says : 

**  No  perton  who  has  seen  the  ilaveholding  States 
and  those  vrhere  slavery  does  not  eiist,  and  has  earn* 
pared  ever  so  slightly  their  condition  and  situation, 
can  have  failed  to  be  struck  with  the  vast  differenee  in 
favor  of  the  latter."  *'  In  population ;  in  the  genenl 
diffusion  of  wealth  and  comfort;  in  public  and  private 
improvements ;  in  the  edocaliOD,  manners,  and  mode 
of  life,  of  the  middle  and  laboring  classes ;  in  the  ikee 
of  the  country ;  in  roads,  bridges,  and  inns ;  in  schooii 
and  churches ;  in  the  general  advancement  of  improve- 
ment and  prosperity, — there  is  no  comparison.  The 
change  is  seen  the  instant  you  cross  the  line  which 
separates  the  country  where  there  are  slaves  ftom  that 
where  there  are  none.  Whence  does  this  arise !  I 
answer,  from  this — that  in  one  diviBion  of  the  coun- 
try the  land  is  cultivated  by  freemen,  for  their  own 
benefit ;  and  in  the  other  almost  entirely  by  slaves,  for 
the  benefit  of  their  masters." 

Sir,  this  is  the  testimony  of  a  slaveholder,  who 
states,  not  opinioru  which  he  may  entertain,  bat 
/dots  which  have  forced  themselves  upon  his  obser- 
vation— facts  which  you  and  I,  and  every  member 
of  this  House,  have  equally  witnessed.  If  then 
such  are  the  acknowledged  effects  of  slavery  wher- 
ever it  exists,  can  it  be  expedient  to  extend  these 
evils  to  the  people  of  Missouri  ?  No,  sir.  With 
the  economy,  the  industry^  the  equal  distribution 
of  property,  which  prevails  in  free  States,  the 
South  would  present  an  aspect  altogether  different, 
and  would  become  in  every  respect  more  prosper- 
ous and  mare  powerful  than  it  can  ever  hope  to 
be  while  its  generous  soil  yields  its  produce  only 
to  the  reluctant  and  unhallowed  labor  of  servile 
hands. 

If,  from  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  we  turn  our 
attention  to  its  means  of  defence,  we  ^all  find 
slavery  equally  unfavorable  to  the  military  strength, 
as  to  the  wealth  and  improvement  of  the  country. 
The  space  which  should  be  occupied  by  freemen 
is  filled  with  slaves,  and  from  them  your  armies 
draw  no  recruits.  But  this  is  not  all :  these  slaves 
are  an  oppressed  race,  ever  ready  to  break  out  in 
open  rebellion  asainst  their  masters,  and  most 
ready,  and  most  likely  to  do  so,  when  a  foreign 
enemy  presses  hardest  upon  the  country — so  that, 
when  our  whole  military,  strength  is  required  for 
defence  against  a  foreign  invader,  no  inconsidera- 
ble portion  of  your  most  effective  force  must  be 
employed  ac^ainst  this  domestic  foe,  to  awe  into 
subjection  &e  slaves  within  your  borders.  This 
source  of  weakness  must  increase  as  slavery  ex- 
tends, and  become  more  dangerous  in  every  suc- 
ceeding war.  It  is  a  fact,  well  established,  that 
the  greater  part  of  our  regular  troops,  during  the 
Revolution,  were  drawn  from  the  non-slavehoiding 
States.  If  any  further  proof  were  required  of  this, 
we  need  only  refer  to  the  statement  of  the  number 
of  Revolutionary  pensioners  laid  this  morning  upon 
our  tables.  They  amount  to  something  more  than 
sixteen  thousand;  and  of  these  nearly  thirteen 
thousand  are  from  States  where  slavery  is  not  es- 
tablished. If  they  are  to  be  taken  as  Bny  criterion 
of  the  whole  numoer  in  service  from  diflwrent  parts 
of  the  country,  the  free  States  must  have  furnished 
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by  far  the  matest  nmnber  of  regfolar  troops  during 
that  eventttti  period.  I  have  been  told  by  the  ven- 
erable gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  For- 
RB8T,)  who  was  himself  an  actor  in  the  scene,  that 
at  the  siege  of  York,  in  the  heart  of  Virginia,  there 
were  not  four  hundred  Virginia  troops,  exclusive 
of  militia,  present  at  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis. 
Sir,  the  history  Of  the  late  war  brings  us  to  the 
same  conclusion.  With  more  than  one-half  of  the 
I>eople  of  New  England  opposed  to  that  war,  we, 
sir,  the  Republicans  of  the  North,  furnished  more 
reeroits  to  your  regular  army  than  any  other  por- 
tion of  the  country  of  equal  extent.  For  the  truth 
of  this  statement  I  refer  you  to  the  returns  in  the 
War  Office.  I  shall  ever  be  the  first  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  the  soldiers  of  the  South  and  the  West 
are  as  brave,  as  generous,  and  as  patriotic,  as  those 
of  any  other  portion  of  the  Union.  But  the  expe- 
rieiloe  of  all  our  wars  proves  that,  though  capaole 
of  great  exertions  as  volunteers  and  militiamen, 
when  employed  for  a  short  time  on  a  particular 
service,  the  inhabitants  of  (he  slaveholding  States 
do  pot  furnish  the  country,  either  in  war  or  in 
peace,  with  manj  regular  soldiers. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  the  topics  to  which  I  have 
here  alluded  are  of  a  delicate  nature ;  and  I  should 
not  have  adverted  to  this  view  of  the  subject,  con- 
clusive as  it  is  against  the  extension  of  slavery, 
but  to  repel  an  assertion,  often  made  in  this  debate, 
that,  whatever  may  be  the  evils  of  slavery,  they 
are  confined  exclusively  to  the  slaveholding  States, 
and  are,  therefore,  no  concern  of  ours.  Is  it  noth- 
ing to  us  that,  in  more  than  half  the  Union,  a  state 
of  things  exists  imfavorable  to  commerce,  to  manu- 
fectures,  to  agricultural  improvements,  and  which 
abstracts  materially  from  the  militarv  stren^  and 
defence  of  our  common  country  ?  And  is  it  noth- 
ing to  us,*  whether  our  new  confederates  brine 
freedom  or  slavery,  strength  or  weakness,  with 
them  into  our  Union  ?  This,  then,  is  the  interest, 
deep  and  lasting,  which  we  have  in  the  present 
question;  and  this  the  motive,  just  and  honorable, 
which  we  feel,  in  urging  witn  ardor  the  adoption 
of  a  measure  calculated,  as  we  believe,  to  promote 
all  the  great  objects  for  which  the  Government 
itself  was  at  first  established. 

A  ffentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Randolph) 
has  tmd  us,  that  all  the  misfortunes  of  his  life  (thev 
have^  he  says,  been  neither  few  nor  inconsiderable) 
are  light  in  the  balance^  when  compared  with  the 
sinffle  misfortune  of  having  been  bom  the  master 
of  mves.  Sir,  of  the  truth  of  this  remark  I  have 
not  the  slightest  doubt.  It  is  one  of  the  peculiar 
evils  of  this  connexion,  that  it  is  alike  injurious  to 
the  master  and  to  the  slave — ^that  the  one  can  no 
more  avoid,  than  the  other  dares  avow,  or  avenge 
the  mutual  misfortune  and  injustice  of  tneir  several 
lots.  Knowing  this,  and  feeling  daily  the  misery 
and  the  dangers  of  slavery,  it  is  surely  something 
more  than  strange,  it  is  all  but  incrediole,  that  the 
slaveholding  States  should  yet  wish  to  entail  on 
the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi  this  tremen- 
dous calamity.  Such  was  not  formerly  the  state 
of  public  feeling  on  this  subject ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  desire  to  contract  the  limits  within  which  sla- 
very might  exist,  was  the  predominant  sentiment 


with  the  fathers  of  the  Revolution,  whether  from 
the  North  or  from  the  South.  The  ordinance  of 
1787  received  the  support  of  the  Southern  States ; 
and  the  restriction  on  slavery,  contained  in  its  sixth 
article,  was  introduced  on  tne  motion  of  Virginia. 
We  hftve  now  acquired  another  Territory,  even 
more  pensive  than  the  Northwest.  We  wish  to 
pursue  toward  it  the  same  policy,  and  impose  upon 
It  the  same  restriction ;  but  we  find  no  longer  a 
like  support  from  the  slaveholding  States.  The 
Jeffersons  of  the  present  day,  if  any  such  there  be, 
are  no  longer  heard  to  describe  slavery  as  a  crime ; 
there  is  no  longer  a  Patrick  Henry  in  the  Soudi, 
to  denounce  it  as  inconsistent  with  Christianity; 
no  Tucker  to  refute,  with  irrefragable  arguments, 
the  miserable  sophistry  of  its  advocates;  and  as  for 
the  Grayson  of  our  times,  it  is  to  my  friend  from 
New  "York,  (Mr.  Taylor,)  the  mover  of  this 
amendment,  and  not  to  any  son  of  the  South,  that 
this  humble  coffnomen  must  now  be  applied.  All 
we  ask  of  the  South  is,  that  they  would  do  for  Mis- 
souri what  they  have  sdready  done  for  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana, and  Illinois.  We  say  to  them,  if  you  cannot 
remove  slavery  from  among  yourselves,  do  not  ex- 
tend it  to  others;  let  it  suffice  for  your  justification, 
that  you  lament  its  existence,  that  you  load  with 
execrations  the  memory  of  those  by  whom  it  was 
fixed  upon  you;  but  do  not  subject  yourselves  to 
the  same  censure  from  the  people  or  Missouri  in 
every  succeeding  age.  Your  condemnation  will 
indeed  be  greater  than  that  of  jour  fathers.  To 
them  the  possession  of  slaves  might,  perhaps,  have 
appeared  an  advantage,  but  with  jou,  who  have 
tried  it,  there  can  be  no  such  delusion. 

And  who,  sir,  is  to  sufi*er  by  this  measure  ?  Not 
the  free  States.  It  is  a  ^int  conceded,  that  they 
will  gain  by  this  restriction.  ViTill  the  people  of 
Missouri,  then,  be  injured  by  it  ?  The  Speaker 
(Mr.  Glat)  has  told  us,  that,  if  asked  his  opinion 
by  the  people  of  Missouri,  he  would  advise  them 
not  to  estaolish  slavery  among  them.  The  same 
has  been  said  by  others  opposed  to  this  restriction. 
The  question  of  expediency,  then,  is  abandoned, 
as  to  the  free  States,  and  as  to  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri. They  will  both  gain  by  this  restriction. 
But  it  is  said  that  the  old  slaveholding  States  will 
be  injured  by  it,  and  that  the  country  west  of  the 
Mississippi  is  necessary  as  an  outlet  for  their  re- 
dundant slave  population.  Slavery,  it  is  said,  be- 
comes less  dangerous  by  bein^  more  widely  dif- 
fused. It  is,  we  are  told,*  a  poison  which,  though 
deadly  in  itself,  may  be  weakened,  and  diluted, 
and  rendered  less  fatal,  by  dividing  it  amongst  a 
number,  and  giving  to  each  a  smaller  portion.  If 
this  were  indeed  the  case,  it  would  even  then  be 
unjfenerous  and  unjust  in  us  to  seek  relief  in  our 
sufferinsp  at  the  expense  of  others,  or  to  extend  to 
our  brethren  (though  they  may  be  willing  to  share 
vrith  us)  the  bitter  in^cdients  of  our  own  poisoned 
chalice.  But,  sir,  this  metaphor  is  inapplicable  to 
the  present  case:  and,  if  we  must  indulge  in  com- 
parisons, I  would  rather  liken  slavery  to  some 
noxious  plant — ^to  some  poison  tree — ^the  Bohon- 
Upas,  if  you  will.  And  what  are  we  now  called 
upon  to  00?  To  lay  the  axe  to  the  root  of  this 
deadly  tree  1    No,  sir ;  but  to  lop  its  excrescences 
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merely,  to  prune  its  too  exuberant  growth,  and  to 
transfer  to  the  fertile  regions  of  the  West  new 
scions  from  the  parent  stock,  there  to  flourish  and 
increase  in  rank  luxuriance,  till  their  fatal  branches 
shall  overshadow  and  darken  all  the  land.  Never 
was  hope  more  fallacious  than  that  of  lessening, 
permanently^,  the  evils  of  slavery  in  the  old  States, 
oy  extending  them  to  the  new.  The  evil  is,  that 
we  have  already  a  million  and  a  half  of  slaves ; 
and  the  remedy  proposed  is  to  double  their  num- 
ber. Our  present  misfortune  is,  that  we  have 
eleven  slaveholding  States  ;  and  we  hope  to  alle- 
viate this  misfortune  by  creating  as  manv  more ! 
It  is,  indeed,  the  hope  of  desperation;  it  is  arinking 
for  the  dropsy ;  it  is  the  relief,  short  and  fatal, 
which  the  involved  debtor  finds  in  new  loans  upon 
usurious  interest,  which  remove  misfortunes  for  a 
time,  that  they  may  return  again,  as  they  are  sure 
to  do,  with  accumulated  force  upon  their  unhappy 
Tictim. 

But  we  are  told  if  this  restriction  is  imposed  it 
will  not  lessen  the  number  of  slaves  in  the  United 
States,  and  that  this  is  not,  therefore,  a  question 
respecting  the  increase  or  diminution  of  slavery. 
Sir.  I  amrm  that  this  is  the  precise  question  now 
to  oe  decided.  A  new  and  extensive  country  is 
about  to  be  settled  -y  and  it  is  for  us  to  say  whether 
it  shall  be  inhabited  bv  freemen  or  by  slaves.  In 
a  few  generations  at  tne  furthest,  it  must  be  filled 
with  the  one  or  the  other  ;  and  will  it  be  pretended 
that,  with  twenty  slaveholding  States,  we  shall 
then  have  no  more  slaves  in  them  all  than  we 
should  have  in  ten  ?  Suppose  there  were  but  one, 
would  there  be  as  many  slaves  in  Maryland,  for 
instance,  as  in  all  the  South  and  West  i  It  can- 
not be  believed.  This  is,  then,  a  question  of  the 
increase  of  slavery. 

All  history  proves  that  emigration  does  not,  for 
any  considerable  time,  diminish  the  number  of  in- 
haoitants  in  the  country  which  they  leave.  The 
stream  flows,  but  is  not  exhausted ;  it  overflows, 
but  its  banks  are  still  full,  and  not  the  less  so  for 
what  they  have  discharji^ed.  For  two  hundred 
years  the  tide  of  emigration  has  been  constantly 
setting,  with  a  steady  current,  from  the  old  to  the 
new  world ;  yet  no  one  believes  that  Europe  is 
less  populous  now  than  she  would  have  been  if 
America  had  never  been  discovered.  On  the  con- 
trary, her  inhabitants  never  doubled  their  num- 
bers, within  such  short  terms,  as  since  the  discov- 
ery of  this  country.  In  Spain,  it  has  been  often 
remarked;  that  the  provinces  which  sent  forth  the 
most  emigrants  to  America  were,  at  the  same 
time,  the  best  peopled.  The  same  is  true  of  Ire- 
land. The  oppression  of  her  rulers  has  driven  her 
sons  to  seek  an  asylum  in  every  quarter  of  the 

flobe;  yet  no  part  of  the  Britisn  dominions  in 
Surope  has  increased  so  fast  in  inhabitants  for  the 
last  hundred  years  as  Ireland.  We  see  the  same 
principle  of  ponulation  exemplified  amonff  our- 
selves. From  New  England  have  proceeded  those 
hardy  adventurers  who  have  filled  all  the  north- 
western States ;  who  have  settled  a  large  portion 
of  New  York ;  and  who  are,  in  short,  to  be  found 
in  every  State,  and,  I  may  almost  say,  in  every 
county  in  the  Union.    Yet  New  England,  though 


constantly  pouring  forth  such  Swarms  of  emi- 
grants, is  at  the  same  time  the  most  populous  and 
best  settled  part  of  our  country.  In  short,  sir,  a 
moderate  and  steady  emigration  from  old  to  new 
countries  is  the  surest  possible  method  of  increas- 
ing the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  old  and  new 
combined,  if  not.  as  I  believe,  in  each  by  itself. 
Take  the  case  oi  slaves  in  our  own  country.  The 
States  of  Greorgia,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Missis- 
sippi, and  Alabama,  have  been  supplied  with  slayes 
principaUy  from  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  the  two 
Carolmas.  Yet  the  slaves  have,  in  tne  meantime, 
increased  in  these  latter  States  faster  than  the 
whites.  Is  not  this  a  most  instructive  and  alarm- 
ing fact  ?  And  must  we  not  infer  that  their  far- 
ther extension  will  be  attended  with  a  still  more 
rapid  increase  ? 

Look,  sir,  at  the  country  from  whence,  for  two 
hundred  years,  these  unhappy  victims  have  been 
wafted  to  your  shores,  till  tne  new  world,  the  con- 
tinent, and  the  isles,  has  become  almost  a  second 
Africa,  covered  and  cursed  with  the  same  sable 
race.  Yet  never,  since  the  commencement  of  the 
slave  trade,  has  Africa  been  more  populous  than 
she  is  at  the  present  day.  There,  as  nere,  slaves 
have  been  constantly  in  demand ;  there,  as  here, 
they  have  been  a  profitable  article  in  market ;  there 
to  be  produced,  here  to  be  employed.  Sir,  there  is 
something  dreadful  in  the  idea  of  making  human 
flesh  the  object  of  human  traflic ;  but,  when  it  is 
so  considered,  the  ordinary  rules  of  trade  apply 
equally  to  this  as  to  other  oranches  of  commerce ; 
and  we  all  know  that  supply  and  demand,  in  the 
mercantile  world,  must  always,  for  any  given 
length  of  time,  correspond  very  nearly  with  each 
other.  If,  then,  there  is  a  demand  for  slaves  in 
the  United  States,  that  demand  will  be  supplied. 
And  will  slavery  be  less  an  evil,  or  slaves  be  more 
easily  managed,  when  you  have  five  millions,  than 
now  that  you  have  only  one  or  two  ?  When  you 
have  twenty,  than  now  that  you  have  eleven 
slaveholding  States?  No,  sir;  time,  instead  of 
removing,  constantly  aggravates  the  evils  of  sla- 
very wherever  it  exists.  As  well  might  you  hope 
to  save  your  own  house  in  flames,  by  setting  fire 
to  your  neighbor's ;  to  remove  disease  already  con- 
tracted, by  infecting  others  with  yjDur  disorder ;  in 
a  word,  to  avoid  any  other  misfortune,  by  involv- 
ing all  your  friends  in  the  same  calamity,  as  hope 
to  escape  the  plague  of  slavery  by  extending  it  to 
the  States  west  of  the  Mississippi.  This^  then,  is 
my  conclusion :  the  slaveholding  States  will  event- 
ually suffer  nothing  by  this  restriction ;  the  people 
of  Missouri  will  gain  every  thins  by  it ;  and  the 
free  States,  it  is  universally  acknowledged,  are 
most  dee{dy  interested  in  its  success. 

Let  us  examine  this  measure,  Mr.  Chairman,  in 
another  point  of  view.  We  are  all  united  in  our 
detestation  of  the  slave  trade.  Gentlemen  from 
the  South  and  the  Southwest  seem,  indeed,  emu- 
lous of  each  others'  eloquence,  in  denouncing 
this  disgraceful  trafiSc.  But,  what  is  it,  sir,  that 
constitutes  the  guilt  and  the  cruelty  of  the  slave 
trade?  I  answer^  it  is  the  breach  of  every  tender 
and  every  domestic  tie — the  separation  of  parents 
from  their  children,  of  husbands  from  their  wives, 
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and  of  friends  and  connexions  from  those  with 
whom,  from  infancy,  they  have  been  united ;  it  is 
this:  it  is  carrying  them  strangers  to  a  strange 
land — which  constitutes  the  bitter  pill  in  the  cup 
of  slavery.  And  yet  all  this,  and  worse,  occurs  in 
the  domestic  slave  trade,  carried  on,  for  many 
years  past,  to  a  very  great  extent,  between  Dela- 
ware, Maryland,  and  Virginia,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  siaveholding  States  further  South  and 
West,  on  the  other.  It  may  well  be  doubted  whe- 
ther tne  African,  poor  and  ignorant,  and  oppressed 
in  his  native  country,  suffers  more  by  becoming  a 
slave  in  Maryland  and  Virginia,  than  the  native 
black,  not  always  a  slave,  does,  by  beine  trans- 
ported from  this  temperate  climate,  and  the  mild 
usage  he  may  here  receive,  to  toil  and  perish  in 
the  rice  fields  of  Qeorgia,  in  the  cypress  swamps 
of  Louisiana,  or  in  turning  up  new  grounds^  and 
piercing  the  deep  forests,  the  interminable  wilder- 
ness of  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  or  the  yet  more 
remote  prairies  of  the  Missouri  and  the  Kansas. 
We  have  already  established  a  slave  trade  at  home, 
amone  ourselves,  carried  on  even  here,  under  the 
eye  of  power,  in  this  seat  and  centre  of  federal  au- 
thorityj  and  within  sight  of  this  legislative  hall ; 
and  it  is,  Mr.  Chairman,  among  the  questions  in- 
volved in  this  restriction,  whether  this  domestic 
slave  trade  shall  be  increased  to  a  tenfold  extent, 
by  creating  an  insatiable  demand  for  slaves  beyond 
the  Mississippi ;  or  whether,  by  confining  slavery 
within  its  present  limits,  this  disgraceful  traffic 
ceasing  to  be  profitable,  shall  likewise  cease  to 
exist? 

Nor  is  this  measure  less  important  in  reference 
to  the  foreign  slave  trade.    It  is  certain  that  many 
slaves  are  annuaUv  smuggled  into  the  United 
States  in  direct  violation  of  (^ur  laws.    We  have, 
indeed,  been  told  that  their  number  is  small ;  and 
the  Speaker  (Mr.  Clay)  has  exhibited  to  us  a 
statement  of  some  three  or  four  hundred  slaves^  re- 
ported to  the  Government  as  having  been  illicitly 
introduced.    But,  does  he  suppose  that  this  is  all  ? 
or  would  he  have  us  infer  from  this  statement, 
that  the  slave  smugglers  regularly  inform  the  Gov- 
ernment of  their  criminal  proceedings?    No,  sir ; 
of  the  unhappy  beings,  thus  in  violation  of  all  laws 
transported  to  our  shores,  and  thrown  by  force 
into  the  mass  of  our  black  population,  scarcely  one 
in  a  hundred  is  ever  detected  by  the  officers  of  the 
General  Government,  in  a  part  of  the  country, 
where,  if  we  are  to  believe  the  statement  of  Gov- 
ernor Rabun,  **  an  officer  who  would  perform  his 
duty,  by  attemnting  to  enforce  the  law,  (against 
the  slave  trade)  is,  by  many,  considered  as  an  of- 
ficious meddler,  and  treated  with  derision  and  con- 
tempt ;"  treated  with  derision  and  contempt,  sir, 
for  endeavoring  to  restrain  the  slave  trade !    And 
this  is  the  testimony  of  the  Governor  of  Georgia, 
with  respect  to  the  people  of  his  own  State.    I 
have  been  told  by  a  gentleman,  who  has  attended 
particularly  to  this  subject,  that  ten  thousand  slaves 
were  in  one  year  smuggled  into  the  United  States ; 
and  that,  even  for  the  last  year,  we  must  count  the 
number  not  by  hundreds,  but  by  thousands.    If  this 
be  true,  is  even  the  foreign  slave  trade  abolished 
amongst  us  ?    Our  laws  declare  that  it  is ;  but  our 


conduct  is  in  opposition  to  those  laws.  We  pro- 
hibit the  slave  trade,  and  yet  daily  create  new 
demands  for  slaves ;  thus,  holding  out  the  strongest 
inducements  to  violate  our  own  laws.  All  the 
armies  of  Napoleon  could  not  prevent  the  introduc- 
tion and  use  of  British  goods  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe.  And  why  not,  sir?  Because  those  goods 
were  cheap  at  Dover,  and  dear  at  Calais.  No 
more  can  your  laws  and  your  fleets  prevent  the  in- 
troduction of  slaves  in  the  United  States,  while 
those  slaves  are  cheap  in  Cuba,  and  dear  at  New 
Orleans.  If  you  would  destroy  the  slave  trade, 
begin  with  shutting  up  the  slave  markets  which 
you  have  opened  l^yond  the  Mississippi.  If  you 
will  not  do  this,  repeal  your  laws  against  the  slave 
trade  altogether ;  and  do  not  compel  the  dealer  in 
human  flesh  to  add  to  the  many  crimes  which  he 
must  daily  commit,  the  needless  one  of  violating 
your  laws,  since  you  mean  not  that  those  laws 
shdl  be  enforced.  Sir,  there  is  no  one  who  hears 
me  that  would  not  revolt  at  such  a  course;  and  yet 
this  also  is  one  of  the  questions  we  have  to  decide, 
whether  we  shall  discountenance  the  slave  trade 
or  do  all  in  our  power^  short  of  repealing  bur  laws 
against  it,  to  extend  its  range,  by  creating  a  new 
demand  for  slaves  in  the  West. 

But,  say  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  Missouri 
will  not  submit  to  your  restriction.  Are  you  states 
men,  says  the  Speaker,  and  have  you  not  looked 
forward  to  consequences  ?  Suppose  Missouri  re- 
sists, what  are  to  be  your  ulterior  measures  ?  Sir, 
this  objection,  like  many  others  urged  in  this  de- 
bate, is,  in  my  opinion,  founded  upon  a  misappre- 
hension of  the  cnaracter  and  the  consequences  of 
this  measure.  The  law  we  are  about  to  pass,  is 
not  an  ordinary  act  of  legislation.  It  is  not  an 
authority  vestea  in  the  Executive,  to  be  enforced 
by  him,  like  other  laws,  with  the  arm  of  the  civil, 
and,  if  necessary,  of  the  military  power.  The 
people  of  Missouri,  when  met  in  convention,  may 
determine  that  it  is  inexpedient  for  them,  at  this 
time^  and  upon  these  terms,  to  become  a  State ; 
and  if  they  do  so  determine,  there  is,  as  I  have  al- 
ready shown,  an  end  of  our  present  act.  This 
single  fact,  which  no  one  will  deny,  appears  to  me 
to  furnish  a  conclusive  answer  to  all  tnat  has  been 
said  on  this  part  of  the  subject.  It  proves  at  once 
the  true  nature  of  this  transaction,  which  is,  in  ef- 
fect, nothing  more  than  a  proposition  to  treat  with 
Missouri,  as  to  her  admission  into  the  Union.  This 
act  contains  our  first  proposals ;  if  they  are  rejected 
by  Missouri  (and  she  has  a  perfect  nght  to  reject 
any  or  all  of  them)  we  may  then  propose  any  otner 
terms,  more  or  less  favorable  to  her,  provided  they 
are  not  inconsistent  with  the  Constitutional  limi- 
tations which  I  have  already  noticed. 

But,  we  are  told  Missouri  will  form  a  constitu- 
tion for  herself,  and  demand  admission,  and  that 
we  dart  not  refuse  her.  It  is  a  sufficient  answer 
to  this  threat  of  consequences,  to  say,  that  Mis- 
souri has  no  right  to  do  so ;  that  she  is  a  Territory, 
and  can  never  become  a  State  without  our  con- 
sent. But  she  will  throw  off  her  allegiance,  and 
erect  an  independent  government  of  her  own. 
And  has  it  comd*  to  this  ?  And  are  we  in  such 
j  want  of  new  confederates,  that  we  must  abandon 
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our  just  rights  for  fear  of  giving  offence  to  our 
foreign  Territories  ?  Are  the  good  old  thirteen, 
who  in  their  infancy  would  brook  no  insult,  even 
from  the  parent  State,  already  reduced  so  low  as 
to  be  threatened  with  disunion  by  a  people  of 
whose  existence  they  are  hardly  yet  informed  ? 
Is  this  the  orphan  of  the  West,  described  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Holmes)  as 
coming  by  the  way  of  the  wilderness,  with  her 
locks  wet  with  the  dews  of  night«  asking  shelter 
and  seeking  protection  beneath  tne  arm  of  our 
power  ?  Or  is  it  rather  an  armed  warrior,  knock- 
ing, sword  in  hand,  at  our  gate,  and  threatening 
fiercely  to  demolish  the  portal  if  not  instantly 
thrown  open,  that  he  may  enter  ?  We  have  been 
told  by  the  Speaker  that  the  people  of  Missouri 
are  ready  to  shoulder  their  muskets,  to  march  en 
masaey  and  force  their  way  into  this  hall.  Sir,  if 
this  be  indeed  so,  it  is  time  to  barricade  the  doors. 
If  it  be  an  enemy  that  is  advancing,  let  us  bar  our 
gSBUes,  and  prepare  for  our  defence ;  and  for  doing 
this,  too,  there  is  more  and  better  reason,  if  within 
the  fortress  itself  there  be  those  who  would  throw 
down  the  barriers  and  welcome  in  the  invader. 

But,  not  only  will  Missouri  revolt  from  our  au- 
thority: the  slaveholding  States  willjoin  with  her, 
and,  if  this  restriction  passes,  the  Union  will  be 
dissolved.  Such,  sir,  is  the  language  which  I  have 
heard,  with  infinite  regret,  upon  this  floor,  not 
from  two  or  three  members  merely,  but  from 
almost  all  those  who  have  spoken  against  this 
amendment.  In  my  mind,  Mr.  Chairman,  there 
would  be  much  more  of  terror  in  this  threat,  (or,  if 
a  milder  term  be  preferred,)  in  this  prediction,  of 
disunion,  if  it  were  now  for  the  first  time  employ- 
ed. But  it  1ms  been  often  used  before.  The  first 
threats  of  disunion  which  I  now  remember  in  our 
history  came  from  Kentucky,  where,  some  thirty 
years  ago,  certaiif  persons  threatened  to  join  the 
Spaniards  of  Louisiana  if  their  wishes  were  not 
granted.  It  is  not  now  thought,  I  believe,  that 
there  was  much  real  danger  to  the  Union  in  that 
case.  In  1798-9,  the  Union  was  aeain  said  to  be 
in  danger.  The  sound  then  came  from  Virginia, 
and  was  loudly  echoed  back  by  her  daughter  of  the 
W^t.  Yet  no  division  followed.  I,  ior  one,  ap- 
plaud, sir,  the  Constitutional  opposition  which 
Virginia  then  made  to  certain  measures  of  the 
G^eral  Government ;  but  I  at  the  same  time  as 
decidedly  condemn  the  threats  of  disunion,  and 
thofse  ulterior  designs  of  armed  resistance,  which 
some  ardent  minds  were  supposed  then  to  entertain. 
In  1814-15  disunion  was  again  threatened  ;  and  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  the  threat  then  came  from  the- 
North.  But  mark  ^e  result.  When  the  people 
of  New  England  began  to  suspect  that  certain 
leading  men  among  them  were  in  favor  of  a  dis- 
solution of  the  Union,  they  abandoned  those  lead- 
ers. The  great  body  even  of  the  Federalists  said, 
we  disapprove  of  the  war,  indeed,  but  you  mistake 
us  altogether  if  you  think  us  unfriendly  to  the 
Union,  or  that  we  wish  to  destroy  the  Constitution. 
The  idea  of  a  division  of  the  States  met  nowhere 
with  more  pointed  disapprobation  than  in  New 
England ;  and  I  hazard  nothings  in  saying,  that  if 
armed  resistance  to  the  laws  had,  even  in  tne  dark- 


est period  of  the  late  war,  been  attempted  amongst 
us,  we  sir,  the  republicans  of  the  North,  without 
aid  froTS^  our  Southern  brethren,  should  at  once 
have  put  down  insurrection,  and  by  our  own 
strength  alone  driven  treason  and  rebellion  out  of 
the  land.  But  the  enemies  of  the  Government  did 
not  dare  to  go  the  length  of  open  resistance. 

In  the  same  manner.  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  con- 
vention  in  the  South,  naving  for  its  object  the  ex- 
tension of  siaverv  to  Missouri,  would  be  equally 
unsuccessful  as  tne  convention  at. the  North.  Our 
malcontents,  whatever  might  have  been  their  real 
objects,  had  some  popular  topics  to  urge:  they 
were  the  friends  of  commerce  and  of  peaee — ob- 
jects dear  to  every  wise  and  enlightened  mind. 
But  what  would  the  founders  of  the  Southern  and 
Western  empire  have  to  urge  in  their  defence? 
Why,  sir,  the  author  of  their  new  declaration  of 
independence  would  have  to  sav,  not  as  our  fathers 
said  against  the  King  of  England,  that  the  slave 
trade  had  been  continued  contrary  to  their  wishes, 
but  that  Congress  had  endeavored  to  restrain  slave- 
ry within  its  ancient  limits ;  that  it  had  proposed 
its  inhibition  to  Missouri,  and  therefore  that  they, 
the  South  and  the  West,  no  logger  owed  allegiance 
to  the  Union.  Believe  me,  sir,  this  will  not  be 
their  course.  I  think  too  well  of  them  to  believe 
that,  in  such  a  cause,  they  would  resort  to  arms 
a^inst  their  brethren.  If,  unhappily,  a  dissolution 
ot  the  Union  should  ever  take  place,  it  will  not  be 
for  the  sake  of  extending  slavery  beyond  the  Mis- 
sissippi. If  the  Southern  and  Western  States 
should  ever  abandon  the  stars  and  stripes  of  our 
national  Union,  it  will  not  be  to  unfurl  for  them- 
selves a  standard  bearing  on  its  field  a  slave  mana- 
cled. No,  sir,  this  is  not  a  cause  in  which  to  enlist 
the  feelings  of  a  generous  and  enlightened  people, 
such  as  I  esteem  themi  to  be.  They  may,  indeed, 
think  the  course  we  are  pursuing  impolitic  and 
unwise,  but  they  are  not  prepared,  with  armed 
force,  to  resist  the  measures  of  Cong[res&  and,  least 
of  all,  when  those  measures  have  lox  their  obiect 
the  diminution  of  slavery,  the  extension  of  uee- 
dom,  and  the  secure  enjoyment  of  the  equal  rights 
of  man.  When,  therefore,  disunion  is  predicted 
as  the  consequence  of  our  measures,  I  listen  to  it 
with  regret,  mdeed,  but  also  with  incredulity;  and 
therefore  without  dismay.  Sir,  our  Confederacy 
is  not  so  easily  destroyed;  it  is  cemented  by  the 
mutual  interests  of  all  its  members ;  and  me  un- 
derstandings, the  affections,  and  the  hearts,  of  the 
people  are  Knit  together  in  one  common  bond  of 
indissoluble  union. 

Much  has  been  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  this  de- 
bate, respecting  the  motives  of  the  friends  of  this 
restriction ;  and  an  appeal  has  been  made  to  vul- 
^T  prejudices  by  calling  it  a  federal  measure,  as 
if  its  merits  could  depend  upon  its  authors.  Yet 
I  am  willing  to  try  it  even  by  this  test,  since  it  is 
well  known  that  it  originated  with  Republicans ; 
that  it  is  supported  by  Republicans  throughout  the 
free  States ;  and  that  the  Federalists  of  the  South 
are  its  warm  opponents.  The  question,  then,  is 
not  between  Federalists  and  Republicans,  but  be- 
tween slaveholders  and  those  yrho  hold  no  slaves. 
It  is  a  knowledge  of  this  fact  which  has  induced 
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the  free  States,  usually  so  rnxxeh  dhrided  among 
themselves,  to  advance  on  this  occasion  with  so 
much  ardor  and  unanimity  to  the  attainment 
of  their  object  And  well  might  they,  in  such  a 
cause,  throw  aside  their  local  j^ousies,  their  petty 
feuds,  and  their  temi>orarv  strifes,  when  the  best 
hopes  of  man  are  all  involved  in  the  issue ;  when 
the  lasting  proeperity  of  the  Union  is  at  stake,  and 
their  own  peculiar  interests  all  cast  u^n  the  die. 
With  us,  disunion  would  be  suicide ;  lor  we  stand 
here  merely  on  the  defensive ;  and  most  untruly 
and  unjustly  is  it  said,  that  we  are  seeking  to  in* 
jure  or  degrade  the  Southern  States,  while  we 
wish  only  to  defend  ourselves.  Whether  with  or 
without  slaves,  Missouri  will  still  be  a  Southern 
State — Southern  in  her  position^  in  her  character, 
in  her  interests,  and  in  ner  political  connexions. 
To  all  this  we  have  nothing  to  object.  We  only 
wish  that  she  should  not  be  a  slaveholding  State. 
It  is  not  Southern  influence  or  Southern  representa- 
tion to  which  we  are  unfriendly — ^but  slave  inft<»- 
ence  and  slave  representation  which  we  wish  to 
confine  within  the  limits  of  the  present  States, 
andy  in  so  doinff,  we  only  fulfil  the  wishes  and 
expectations  of  the  people,  when  the  Constitution 
itself  was  first  adopted. 

If  we  look  back  to  the  debates  of  the  State  con- 
ventions, we  shall  find  that  the  Constitution  was 
universally  considered  as  leading  to  the  gradual 
abolition  of  slavery,  even  in  the  old  States,  and 
as  furnishing  no  excuse  for  its  extension  to  the 
new.  Of  this  fact  it  would  be  easy  to  produce  the 
fullest  proof.  In  Massachusetts  coaven  tion.  Judge 
Dawes  said,  in  defending  the  Constitution  even 
for  tolerating  slavery,  "  tl^  convention  did  all  thev 
'  could  in  this  case ;  and  we  may  say  that,  thougn 
^  slavery  is  not  smitten  by  an  apoplexy,  yet  it  has 
^  received  a  deadlyr  wound,  and  will  die  of  consump- 
'  tion."  What,  sir,  would  have  been  the  astonish- 
ment of  men  wno  adopted  the  Constitution  under 
this  belief,  if  they  had  been  told  that,  within  the  first 
generation,  slavery  would  extend  over  twice  its 
ancient  limits,  and  that,  instead  of  being  smitten 
by  an  apoplexy,  or  dyinff  of  a  consumption,  it  waa 
to  receive  fresh  strength  under  the  new  Qovem- 
ment^  and  have  infuse!  into  it,  by  this  very  Con- 
stitution, new  life  and  vigor?  "The  migration 
and  importation,"  said  General  Heafh,  in  the  same 
^  assembly,  "is  confined  to  the  States  now  existing 

<  only ;  new  States  cannot  claim  it  But  whether 

<  those  in  slavery,  in  the  Southern  Slates^  will  be 

<  emancipated  after  1808, 1  do  not  pretend  to  deter- 

<  mine — I  rather  doubt  it"  An  opinion  it  seems 
prevailed,  that  CoBmss  might  aboliah  sla^yery, 
even  thereu  after  1808 ;  this  he  rather  doubled^  but 
said  that  slavery  could  not  be  extended  to  the  new 
States.  No  one  can  read  these  debates  without 
perceiving,  that  the  Constitution  would  never  have 
been  adopted  in  Massachusetts,  had  it  not  been 
considered  as  unfavorable  to  slavery,  even  within 
its  ancient  limits !  The  same  may  be  be  said  of  all 
the  New  England  States.  Thelike  sentiments  were 
also  expressed  in  the  New  York  convention  and 
were  urged  with  equal  confidence  in  Pennsylvania. 
"  The  new  States,"  said  Judge  Wilson,  who  was 
himself  one  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution, 


"  wiU  be  under  the  control  of  Congress  in  this  par- 
ticular, and  slaves  will  never  be  introduced  among 
them."  "  Yet  a  few  years,"  he  addS;  "and  Con- 
gress will  have  the  power  to  extermmate  slavery 
uom  within  our  bord ers."  We  find  the  same  opin- 
ions expressed  even  in  the  slaveholding  States: 
"  There  is  no  clause,"  said  George  Mason,  in  the 
Virginia  convention,  "  that  will  prevent  the  North- 
ern and  Eastern  States  from  meddlinff  with  our 
whole  property  of  this  kind."  Patrick  Henry  went 
even  further — ^^^  Congress,"  said  he,  "may  liberate 
every  one  of  your  slaves,  if  they  please.  They 
have  the  power  in  clear  unequivocal  terms,  and 
will  clearly  and  certainly  exercise  it" 

It  is  surely  unnecessary  to  quote  further  author- 
ities. I  have  not  produced  these,  as  containing 
my  own  views  of  the  Constitution ;  for,  in  some 
respects,  they  are  certainly  inconect;  but  marely 
to  show,  wnat  the  whole  history  of  the  timet 
proves,  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution^  and 
those  oy  whom  it  was  adopted,  both  its  friends 
and  its  enemies,  in  every  part  of  the  country^  cott- 
siderad  it  as  Ittdtng  gramially  to  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  old  States,  and  as  suarding  effec- 
tually against  its  introduction  into  tne  new  States. 
In  proposing  the  present  measure,  then,  we  are 
only  doinff  what  was  expected  from  us  by  the 
founders  of  our  Republic ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  not 
on  us,  but  on  our  opponents,  that  the  imputation 
rests,  of  introducing  new  and  alaroung  doctrines, 
unknown  to  our  faUiers,  and  unsanctioned  by  the 
Constituti<m.  The  free  States,  sir,  would  never 
have  come  into  this  Union,  had  they  suppoaed  it 
possible  that,  within  the  first  ffeneration,  they 
would  become  a  minority  in  ue  Government 
There  wants  but  one,  on  the  other  side,  to  make 
them  so  at  present  in  the  Senate;  and,  at  this 
moment,  the  representation  of  slaves  alone,  on  this 
floor,  exclusive  of  the  whites,  exceeds  in  number, 
and,  on  this  very  question,  out-votes  all  the  Rep- 
resentatives from  six  out  of  eleven  of  the  non- 
slaveholdinff  States. 

Feeling  tne  weight  of  this  slave  repraaiitation, 
and  knowing  with  what  fatal  activity  it  increases, 
is  it  strange  that  the  free  States,  believing  they 
possess  authority  under  the  Constitution,  should 
wish  to  prevent  its  existence  in  States  hereafto  to 
be  admitted,  as  they  have  alreadv  prevented  it 
in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinou?  No,  sir,  in  soch 
a  cause  it  would  be  strange  indeed  if  the  bcM  hearta 
and  the  best  minds  of  our  country,  its  wisdom  and 
its  virtue,  weie  not  all  engaged  on  this.oecasion. 
Nor,  in  truth,  have  the  free  States  been  wanting 
to  themselves  on  this  great  day  oi  their  trial ;  aiM 
if  we,  their  representatives  on  this  floor,  have  but 
firmness  to  perform,  painful  as  it  may  be,  the  du- 
ties of  our  station,  all  will  be  well  with  them-- all 
will  yet  be  well,  if  we  are  but  true  to  our  constit- 
uents, and  true  to  ourselves.  And  what,  let  me  ask, 
have  we  seen  or  heard,  on  this  occasion,  that  we, 
above  all  others,  should  shrink  from  this  duty,  or 
hesitate  and  falter  in  its  performance?  Is  it  the 
conduct  of  the  Senate  in  connecting  Maine  with 
Missouri ;  or  the  declaration  that,  in  future,  no  free 
State  shidl  be  admitted  till  a  slaveholding  State 
can  be  found  to  forma  balance  to  it  in  the  Senate? 
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Is  it  the  doctrine,  now  advanced,  that,  instead  of 
three-fifths,  all  the  slaves  ought  to  be  represented  1 
Or  is  it  the  assertion,  that  slavery  is  the  natural 
state  of  man,  and  that  slaves  are  happier  than 
their  masters ;  or,  at  any  sate,  that  their  condition 
is  better  than  that  of  soldiers  and  seamen }  and 
that  slavery  is  not  only  established  in  practice  ai^nong 
all  nations,  but  is  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  nature, 
and  expresisly  sanctioned  by  our  religion  ?  Are 
these  the  arguments  by  which  we  are  to  be  per- 
suaded to  forego  our  just  rights  on  this  occasion  ? 
Sir,  on  my  mind  they  produce  an  effect  directly 
the  reverse  of  that  intended  by  their  authors. 
When  I  hear  slavery  in  the  Southern  States  la- 
mented as  an  evil,  which  they  cannot  immediately 
remove,  I  acquiesce  in  the  justice  of  this  defence. 
But  when  gentlemen  go  further,  and  not  merely 
excuse  slavery,  but  pronounce  its  eulogium ;  when 
they  tell  us  that,  however  bad  it  may  be  for  the 
slave,  it  is  no  injury  to  the  master ;  that  he  gains 
by  it,  that  his  ease  and  convenience  are  promoted, 
and,  therefore,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  touched,  I 
tremble  for  the  stability  of  our  republican  institu- 
tions. For  on  what  does  this  defence  of  slavery, 
in  the  abstract,  rest,  but  on  this — ^that  by  the  de- 
crees of  providence,  one  man  is  bom  to  labor,  and 
another  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  that  labor ;  that  one 
is  born  with  a  right  to  govern,  and  another  bound 
to  obey ;  the  one  a  master,  the  other  a  slave  ?  And 
what  IS  this  but  the  very  essence  of  kingly  gov- 
ernment— the  doctrine  oi  tyrants,  in  every  age — 
*^the  enormous  faith  of  millions  made  for  one." 

These,  then,  are  the  motives  of  our  conduct : 
we  find  slavery  unjust  in  itself;  adverse  to  all  the 
sreat  branches  of  national  industry ;  a  source  of 
danger  in  time  of  war:  repugnant  to  the  first 
principles  of  our  Republican  Government ;  and, 
m  all  these  ways,  extending  its  injurious  effects  to 
the  States  where  its  existence  is  not  even  tolerated. 
We  believe  that  we  possess,  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  power  necessary  to  arrest  the  further  pro- 
gress of  this  great  and  acknowledged  evil ;  and 
the  measure  now  proposed  is  the  joint  result  of 
all  these  motives,  acting  upon  this  belief,  and 
ffuided  by  our  most  mature  judgments  ana  our 
best  reflections.  As  such,  we  present  it  to  the 
people  of  Missouri,  in  the  firm  persuasion  that  we 
shau  be  found,  in  tne  end,  to  have  consulted  their 
wishes  not  less  than  their  interests  by  this  measure. 
For  what,  sir,  is  Missouri  ?  Not  the  comparative- 
ly few  inhabitants  who  now  possess  the  country ; 
oat  a  State,  large  and  powerful,  capable  of  con- 
taining, and  destined,  I  trust,  to  contain  half  a 
million  of  virtuous  and  intelligent  freemen.  It  is 
to  their  wishes  and  their  interest  that  I  look,  and 
not  to  the  temporary  blindness  or  the  lamentable 
delusions  of  the  present  moment.  If  this  restric- 
tion is  imposed,  m  twenty  years  we  shall  have  the 
people  of  Missouri  thanking  us  for  the  measure, 
as  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois  now  tiiank  the  Old 
Congress  for  the  ordinance  of  1787.  The  exist- 
ence of  a  State  is  not  limited  to  a  single  genera- 
tion. Its  inhabitants,  yet  unborn,  have  claims 
upon  our  wisdom  and  our  care ;  and  it  is  for  us  to 
determine  what  shall  be  their  character  and  their 
fortanes.    It  is  in  the  first  formation  of  societies 


alone,  that  individuals  have  any  considerable  in- 
fluence upon  ^vernments ;  and  that  few  persons 
have  it  sometimes  in  their  power  to  fix  the  perma- 
nent character  and  enduring  policy  of  States  and 
nations ;  to  say  whether  their  institutions  shall  be 
free  or  slavish,  framed  for  the  benefit  of  a  few,  or 
securing  equal  rights  to  all.  But,  after  a  govern- 
ment is  once  formed,  and  the  institutions  of  the 
country  become  fairly  settled,  though  at  first  but 
the  mere  creatures  of  man's  power,  they  act,  in 
turn^  as  the  masters  of  his  will;  and  form  and 
fashion,  to  their  own  likeness,  the  national  char- 
acter of  the  people.  Never  was  this  remark  more 
applicable  than  to  the  present  case.  It  is  in  our 
power,  by  a  single  act,  to  determine  the  character 
and  the  policy  of  Missouri  in  this  important  sub- 
ject, connected,  as  it  is,  with  so  many  others,  for 
all  succeeding  times;  and  to  say^  whether  the 
people  whom  we  admit  into  our  Union  shall  bring 
to  it  a  system  of  equal  rights,  extending  the  bless- 
ings of  freedom  sdike  to  all,  or  introduce  with 
them  an  odious  monopoly  of  power  and  of  wealth, 
unjust  to  its  victims,  and  injurious  to  its  authors. 
As  we  may  this  day  decide,  posterity  will  bless 
us  for  laying  broad  and  deep  the  foundations  of 
an  equal  government,  or  load  our  memories  with 
the  malediction  of  ages,  for  mistaking  or  neglect- 
ing their  interests,  and  forging  chains  for  them, 
which  we,  the  freemen  of  America,  disdainea 
ourselves  to  wear.  It  is  not  often  that  legislators 
have  it  in  their  power  to  do  so  much  good,  or  in- 
flict so  much  evil  on  mankind ;  and  fortunate  in- 
deed will  be  our  lots,  if  we  are  but  found  equal  to 
the  glorious  task — if  we  are  but  wise,  according 
to  the  measure  of  our  duties,  and  firm  and  faithfiu 
to  the  end,  in  the  discharge  of  this  mighty  trust. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connecticut,  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  After  the  very  able  discussion 
this  subject  has  unden^one,  it  may  be  considered 
an  evidence  of  vanity  for  me  to  suppose  I  shall  be 
able  to  communicate  any  thins  new.  But  there 
are  some  views  in  which  this  subject  has  presented 
itself  to  my  mind,  which  I  do  not  recollect,  as  yet, 
to  have  heard  distinctly  stated.  If  I  should  be 
unable  to  add  any  thing  to  the  stock  of  information, 
the  importance  of  the  subject  and  its  interesting 
nature  will  be  a  sufficient  apology  for  my  occupy- 
ing a  small  portion  of  the  time  or  the  Committee. 

This  subject  is  important,  not  only  on  account 
of  its  effects  upon  the  future  prosperity  and  wel- 
fare of  the  nation,  but  on  account  of  the  extreme 
interest  felt  in  it  by  almost  every  portion  of  this 
community.  The  local  and  sectional  feelin^rs  in- 
volved in  this  question  are,  of  themselves,  sufficient 
to  attach  to  it  no  ordinary  degree  of  importance. 
This  is,  perhaps,  the  first  instance  in  which  a 
question  has  arisen,  since  the  organization  of  our 
Government,  where  the  division  of  sentiment  could 
be  traced  on  the  map  of  our  country. 

The  first  subject  presented  for  our  consideration 
is  the  constitutionality  of  the  proposed  amendment 
Several  parts  of  the  Constitution  have  been  re- 
sorted to.  I  shall  avail  myself  of  one  only,  not 
because  this  is  the  only  part  which  has  a  bearing 
upon  this  subject,  but  because  this  is  sufficient ;  a 
resort  to  any  other  is  unnecessary ;  and  there  are 
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some  expressions  in  that  instrument  upon  which 
the  charg^es  have  been  so  often  rung,  in  the  coarse 
of  this  discussion,  that  the  sound  of  them  has  be- 
come unpleasant  to  me,  and  I  presume  it  is  so  to 
every  member  of  this  Committee. 

By  the  Constitution,  Cong^ress  is  vested  with 
the  power  of  admitting  new  States  into  this  Union. 
This  vests  Congress  not  merely  with  the  power  of 
admission,  but  g^ves  them  the  power  of  doing  all 
acts  necessary  to  carry  this  power  into  enect 
This,  It  is  presumed,  will  not  be  denied ;  it  has 
not  yet  been,  and,  until  it  is,  I  shall  consider  it  as 
admitted.  It  also  vests  Congress  with  the  power 
of  doing  all  acts  necessary  to  execute  this  power, 
in  such  a  manner  as  will  effect  the  object  for 
which  the  power  was  granted.  The  latter  prop- 
osition is  considered  equally  evident  with  the  first 
No  one  would  doubt,  in  a  case  of  thb  kind  in  the 
ordinary  concerns  of  life,  (and  there  can  be  no 
reason  why  there  should  be  any  doubt  in  this,)  the 
principles  which  govern  both  instances  are  the 
same.  Where  the  manner  of  doing  a  thing  is  not 
pointed  out,  it  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  person 
or  body  authorized  to  act,  and  the  only  rule  by 
which  their  conduct  is  or  can  be  regulated  is,  the 
object  for  which  the  power  of  acting  was  conferred. 

To  ascertain  the  otject  for  which  the  power  of 
admitting  new  States  was  vested,  we  must  resort 
to  the  preamble  of  the  Constitution.  The  objects 
contemplated  by  the  framers  of  that  instrument, 
and  bv  the  people  of  the  United  States,  are  there 
specined ;  it  is  unnecessary  to  recapitulate  the 
whole ;  they  are,  perhaps,  all  embraced  and  inclu- 
ded in  this  one,  the  promotion  of  the  '*  general 
welfare."  It  is  not  claimed  by  me  that  this  preamble 
confers  power ;  I  consider  it  merely  as  a  direction 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  powers  conferred  in 
the  instrument  are  to  be  exercised.  The  preamble, 
perhaps,  expresses  nothing  more  than  would  have 
been  implied  without  it.  But  the  wise  men  who 
framed  that  instrument  have  relieved  ns  from  the 
necessity  of  resorting  to  implication. 

I  ask,  whose  welfare  is  here  contemplated?  To 
this  onlv  one  answer  can  be  given :  the  welfare  of 
those  wno  framed  and  adopted  this  instrument— 
the  welfare  of  the  parties  to  the  Confederation. 
We  are  not  nor  have  we  ever  been,  duixotes  in 
the  cause  oi  liberty.  We  wish  well  to  the  human 
race,  but  hitherto  nave  deemed  it  sufficient  to  take 
care  of  ourselves,  and  leave  other  nations  to  take 
care  of  themselves.  Notwithstanding,  in  the  course 
of  this  discussion,  we  have  been  reminded  of 
France,  and  of  the  horrors  which  in  that  country, 
resulted  from  the  doctrines  of  liberty  and  equality ; 
and  it  has  been  intimated  that  we  are  pursuing  the 
same  course,  and  that  it  may  lead  to  as  desperate 
results.  I  humbly  conceive  the  charge  and  the 
prediction  are  equally  groundless.  The  fervor  of 
revolution  with  us  is  past  Liberty  is  not  to  us  a 
new  theme ;  it  did  not,  even  in  the  inf%pcy  and 
extreme  youth  of  our  nation,  so  fire  our  brain  as  to 
make  us  forget  that  we  are  men,  and  subject  to 
the  frailties  of  human  nature ;  and  we  are  in  no 
danffer,  at  the  present  day,  when  nearly  arrived  at 
mannood,  of  being  hurried  to  extremes  upon  this, 
or,  I  trust,  any  other  subject. 
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It  is  conceived  that  it  will  not  be  for  the  interest 
of  the  United  States  that  Missouri  should  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Union,  unless  the  further  introduction 
of  slavery  there  should  be  interdicted.  How  is  this 
object  to  be  accomplished  ?  It  is  to  be  accomplished 
in  this  way,  and  perhaps  in  this  way  only.  Inde- 
pendent of  this  law,  if  the  people  of  Missouri  should 
form  a  constitution,  and  the  further  introduction 
of  slavery  should  be  prohibited,  what  security  should 
we  have  ?  they  might  alter  their  constitution  at 
pleasure.  This  is  Uie  only  way  in  which  the  ob- 
ject contemplated  can  be  secured,  and,  if  this  mode 
cannot  be  taken,  and  the  same  views  continue  to 
be  entertained,  Missouri  can  never  be  admitted  into 
the  Union ;  she  may  write  mene  ttkd  upon  her 
claims. 

We  have  heard  much  upon  this  occasion  of 
State  rights.  When  we  talk  of  State  riehts  what 
rights  do  we  mean,  and  whose  rights  ?  W^e  must 
mean  the  rights  of  our  own  States — ^those  States 
we  represent.  These  are  the  rights  we  are  bound 
to  guard  and  protect,  and  it  is  enoujrh  for  ns  that 
we  do  ^ard  and  protect  these.  The  people  of 
Missouri  will  take  care  of  their  rights ;  and  I  Know 
not  why  we  should  be  apprehensive  that  Uiey  will 
improvidently  sacrifice  them.  From  some  remarks 
which  have  been  made,  I  should  infer  the  present 
States  had  no  rights,  or  next  to  none ;  that  is,  col- 
lectively taken  ;  for  we  are  denied,  it  seems,  the 
poorest  privilege  possessed,  not  merely  by  the 
smallest  commimity,  but  by  the  meanest  mdividual 
of  our  species,  the  privilege  of  choosing  our  com- 
pany; or,  I  might  rather  say,  the  privilege  of  de- 
temiinin^  with  whom  we  will  not  associate.  For, 
the  principles  which  have  been  advanced  upon  this 
occasion,  go  the  length  of  a.ssertinj^  that  we  are 
bound  to  admit  Missouri,  that  we  have  no  option 
or  volition  upon  the  subject,  and  that  we  are  bound 
to  take  her  as  she  is — 

"  Unappointed,  unanel'd, 
*<  With  all  her  imperfections  on  her  head.*^ 

And  who  or  what  is  Missouri  ?  She  is,  as  to 
uflt.  on  the  present  occasion,  an  independent  power. 
We.  at  her  request,  meet  her,  and  treat  with  her  as 
such.  We  accord  to  her  all  the  attributes  of  this 
character,  and  we  merely  claim  for  ourselves  the 
same  rights  and  privileges. 

The  admission  of  a  new  State  is  not  an  ordinary 
act  of  legislation :  it  is  the  most  solemn  act  Con- 
gress can  perform.  Other  acts  are  temporary,  this 
IS  perpetual ;  for  although  Congress  may  aomit  a 
State  into  the  Union,  yet  Congress  possesses  no 
power  of  getting  a  State  out  of  the  Union ;  nor  is 
there  a  power  of  this  kind  vested  anywhere.  A 
State  once  admitted,  is  admitted  forever ;  and  shall 
it  be  said  that  in  this  case,  of  all  others,  our  hands 
are  tied,  that  we  are  vested  with  no  discretion  ?  Is 
it  possible  that  the  framers  of  our  Constitution 
could  have  been  so  mad,  as  to  divest  themselves, 
in  this  the  most  important  of  all  our  concerns  as  a 
nation,  of  the  means  of  self-defence  ?  Were  they 
afraid  to  trust  themselves  with  this  power  lest  it 
should  be  abused  to  the  prejudice  of  themselves  ? 
This  is  presuming  a  distrust  which  is  altogether 
at  variance  with  Uiose  principles  by  which  man  is 
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ordinarily  actuated.  We  often  distrust  others,  but 
we  never  distrust  ourselves.  It  is  presuming  too 
much,  to  presume  a  jealousy,  which,  by  withhold- 
ing a  power  from  a  fear  that  it  might  be  abused, 
makes  inevitable  as  great,  or  perhaps  greater  evils, 
than  any  abuse  of  this  power  could  possibly  have 
produced. 

Let  us,  however,  take  the  gentlemen  upon  their 
own  grounds.  It  is  allowed  we  have  the  power 
to  admit  or  refuse  admission,  but  it  is  claimed  our 
power  extends  not  in  the  least  degree  beyond  this. 
We  will  suppose  that  we  are  now  considerinj; 
whether  Missouri  shall  be  admitted  or  not,  and  this 
condition  is  out  of  the  question.  In  the  discus- 
sion of  this  subject  her  admission  is  objected  to, 
because  slavery  exists  there,  and  because  i^  fur- 
ther introduction  and  extension  is  not  prohibited. 
When  the  vote  is  finally  taken,  it  appears  there  is 
a  majority  opposed  to  ner  admission.  How  are 
the  peopJe  of  that  country  to  be  informed  why  their 
request  is  not  granted  ?  They  are  to  learn  it  as 
well  as  they  can  from  the  discussion  which  has 
takeji  place  in  Congress,  and  from  what  nuiy  be 
picked  up  in  conversation  with  the  members.  The 
p^ple  of  Missouri,  then,  obviate  this  objection, 
and  renew  their  application.  In  determining  upon 
her  admission,  it  is  not  necessary  that  every  sub- 
ject connected  with  it  should  be  brought  up,  con- 
sidered, and  examined.  If  there  be  one  insuperable 
objection  to  her  admission  at  the  time  she  applies, 
those  who  are  to  decide  will  not  consider  them- 
selves required  to  go  further :  at  that  time  this  will 
govern  their  votes.  When  she  applies  a  second 
time,  her  situation  in  other  respects  will  be  exam- 
ined—her  boundaries  will  come  under  considera- 
tion ;  and  on  the  subject  of  boundaries  I  conceive 
we  are  in  a  peculiar  manner  entitled  to  a  voice. 
It  will  be  borne  in  mind,  that  a  considerable  part 
of  that  district  of  country  which  is  now  proposed 
to  be  included  in  Missouri  is  exclusivelv  tne  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States,  both  as  to  soil  and  juris- 
diction. We  therefore  have  an  interest,  not  merely 
in  the  ^e  of  the  State,  as  a  constituent  branch  of 
this  Confederacy,  but  as  owners  of  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  territory  it  embraces,  and  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  contiguous  country.  We  have  there* 
fore  a  pecuniary  as  well  as  a  political  interest. 
The  piesent  inhabitants  of  Missouri  cannot,  upon 
an]r  pretext  whatever,  claim  either  territorial  or 
juridical  rights  beyond  the  soil  over  which  they 
nave  an  ownership  as  individuals.  The  bounda- 
ries of  the  State  are,  therefore,  a  jHroper  subject  of 
axrangement  betweei)  them  and  us. 

We  might  not  be  satisfied  with  the  boundaries 
they  prop<^ed.  They  might  conform  to  what  they 
sup|x»sea  to  be  our  wishes  in  this  respect,  and  apply 
a  third  time.  Possibly  some  other  objection  might 
then  be  made,  and  fij^allv  we  come  to  precisely 
the  same  result  we  should  by  the  present  course. 
Is  it  not  better,  both  for  us  and  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri, that  we  should  speak  to  her  at  once — speak 
to  her  in  an  authentic  and  official  form,  and  in 
the  only  way  in  which  we  can  so  speak — ^by  a 
legislative  act,  sanctioned  by  all  the  oranches  of 
the  Government.  In  substance,  I  cannot  possibly 
discover  any  difference  in  the  two  courses,  and,  in 


point  of  form,  the  one  now  proposed  has  infinitely 
the  advantage. 

Upon  the  Constitutional  question,  therefore,  there 
is  not  in  my  mind  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  This 
opinion  is  not  one  into  which  I  have  fought  my- 
self: I  did  not  enter  upon  the  examination  of  this 
subject  to  find  arguments  to  fortifv  a  preconceived 
impression,  but  with  a  mind  as  Iree  from  preju- 
dice as  it  ever  was  in  any  instance  whatever.  My 
present  conviction  is  one  wllich  has  in  fact  forced 
itself  upon  me,  and  to  which  I  have  been  com- 
pelled to  yield. 

But  we  are  told  of  a  treaty,  and  that  by  this  our 
hands  are  tied.  That  part  of  the  treaty  which 
relates  to  this  subject  is  in  these  words :  \^  The 

<  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incor- 
'  porated  in  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  and 

*  admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the 

*  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  en- 

<  joymeiit  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immu- 
'  nities  of  citizens  of  tne  United  States.*^  It  is  to 
be  regretted  that  those  who  made  the  trieaty  did 
not  make  use  of  expressions  known  to  our  Con- 
stitution and  our  laws,  or  I  might  say  to  our 
language. 

When  the  "Union"  is  spoken  of  we  know  what 
is  meant ;  it  is  a  word  with  which  we  are  familiar, 
it  is  in  common  use.  We  also  know  and  under- 
stand what  is  meant  by  the  "United  States^'  this 
term  is  known  to  our  Constitution ;  but  the  "  U  nion 
of  the  United  States,"  to  say  the  least  of  it,  is  a 
very  uncommon  phrase.  It  is  one  I  do  not  recol- 
lect ever  to  have  heard  or  met  with  in  any  way, 
until  1  saw  it  in  this  treaty.  It  is  presumed,  how- 
ever, that  this  phrase  was  merely  meant  and  in- 
tended to  describe  us  as  a  nation.  Has  not  the 
first  part  of  this  treaty  already  been  complied  with? 
Are  not  the  inhabitants  of  this  Territory  already 
incorporated  with  us?  We  have  assumed  juris- 
diction in  this  country ;  we  have  taken  its  inhab- 
itants under  our  care  and  protection ;  we  have  es- 
tablished a  territorial  government  there,  and  given 
the  inhabitants  rights  and  privileges,  very  little 
short  of  those  the  inhabitants  of  the  States  possess. 
They  are  incorporated  with  us,  certainly  as  much 
so  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Columbia ; 
and  will  any  one  say  they  are  not  incorporated 
with  us;  that  they  are  not  incorporated  in  the 
Union,  or,  if  you  please^  "  in  the  Union  of  the 
United  States?"  By  this  treaty  the  inhabitants 
of  the  ceded  territory  axe  also  to  be  admitted  "  to 
the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and 
imma^ities  of  citizens  of  the.  United  States."  If 
you  look  at  our  naturalization  law  you  will  find, 
thi^t  a  residence  in  any  one  of  the  States  or  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  entitles  a  person 
to  be  admitted  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  upon 
compliance  with  certain  forms  prescribed  by  the 
law.  The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory,  Uiere- 
fore,  are  now,  or  may  be^^in  possession  of  all  the 
rights^  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  The  treaty  I  consider,  there- 
fore, has  already  been  complied  with. 

But  there  is  another  consideration  which  is,  with 
me,  conclusive,  even  if  I  am  wrong  in  this  con- 
struction, and  every  thing  asked  by  those  who 
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claim  and  adTocate  a  different  construction  is  con- 
ceded. It  will  be  recollected,  that  whatever  is 
done  under  this  article  of  the  treaty,  is  to  be  done 
"according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Con* 
stitution;"  those  who  made  this  treaty  had  no  right, 
in  any  event,  to  promise  more  than  this.  If  I  am 
right  in  my  construction  of  the  Constitution,  our 
powers,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  we  shall  per- 
form the  act  now  required  of  us,  are  not  limited 
or  restrained  in  the  least.  All  that  we  are  bound 
to  do.  is  to  admit  Missouri  when  the  interest,  or, 
in  otner-  words,  the  '*  geneaal  welfare"  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  will  be  promoted  by  her  admission. 
This  act  we  are  now  ready  and  willine  to  perform. 
We  are  willing  to  admit  her ;  and  all  we  ask  is, 
that  her  condition  may  be  so  modified  that  she 
may  be  an  efficient  and  useful  member  of  this 
Confederacy,  and  that  she  should  not  be  instru- 
mental in  the  extension  and  perpetuation  of  an 
evil  which  ail  deplore. 

There  is  another  answer  which  may  be  ^iven  to 
this  claim  set  up  under  the  treaty.  This  treaty 
respects  only  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory, 
at  the  time  the  treaty  was  made.  It  is  understood 
that  this  embraces  but  a  small  portion  of  those  who 
are  now  inhabitants  of  Missouri.  When  these 
men  eome  before  us,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  con- 
sid^  their  claim ;  the  present  application  is  not 
made  by  them ;  the  present  applicants  are  the  in- 
habitants of  Missouri,  a  very  different  body  of  men. 
No,  sir,  the  present  applicants  cannot  claim  under 
the  treaty ;  their  best  and  only  claim  is  as  our  chil- 
dren ;  and  I  hope  they  will  prove  themselves  chil- 
dren indeed,  worthy  of  Our  care,  and  worthy  of  our 
regard,  and  that  we  shall  act  towards  them  the 
part  of  a  kind  parent ;  for  myself,  at  least,  I  shall 
neither  do  or  claim  any  thing  with  respect  to  them 
I  deem  inconsistent  with  that  relation.  If  they 
were  my  children,  in  fact,  I  should  act  towards 
theno  the  same  pert  I  now  do,  and,  in  doing  so, 
should  consider  myself  as  conferring  upon  them 
the  richest  legacy  in  mv  power  to  bestow — one  far 
more  valuable  than  eitner  money  or  lands. 

We  have  been  told,  if  this  afmlication  is  not 
granted,  the  people  of  Missouri  will  form  a  consti- 
tution for  themselves,  whether  we  consent  to  it  or 
not ;  and  that  hereafter  they  will  present  them- 
selves before  us  with  this  constitution  in  one  hand, 
^nd  the  treaty  in  the  other,  and  demand  admission 
into  the  Union ;  and  we  have  had  an  intimation 
of  the  train  of  consequences  which  will  probaMy 
result  from  a  persistanee  in  our  refusal.  In  what 
light,  I  ask,  are  the  people  of  Missouri  exhibited  to 
UB  by  these  suppositions?  They  are  owners  of  the 
soil  they  have  ptirchased,  and  over  this  they  have 
a  right  to  exercise  certain  powers ;  but  by  what 
law,  or  what  principle,  does  their  power  extend 
beyond  this?  Are  they  about  to  assume  dominion 
over  the  soil  of  the  United  States  ?  Are  they  about 
to  divest  us,  not  merely  of  our  sovereignty,  but  of 
our  property  ?  Is  this  the  penalty  of  our  refusal? 
I  will  not,  without  further  evidence,  believe  that 
the  inhabitants  of  this  Territory  have  had  justice 
done  them  by  these  representations;  but  I  will 
rather  consider  them  as  springing  from  the  heated 
imaginations  of  those  who  call  themselves  her 


friends.  If  i  really  believed  these  Tepresentatiotts, 
I  should  say,  that  Missouri  ought  never  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  this  Union,  but  that,  with  respect  to 
her,  our  door  should  be  ever  closed. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  Cabinet  is  divided  upon 
this  question.  I  know  not  what  the  divisions  are 
in  the  Cabinet,  or  what  influence  those  divisions 
ought  to  have  upon  our  deliberations  or  decisions. 
Whatever  those  divisions  may  be,  I  presume  there 
are  none  upon  one  branch  of  this  subject^— as  to 
the  rights  of  the  present  applicants  under  the  trea- 
ty, I  apprehend  there  is  no  division  in  the  Cabinet ; 
for  I  understand  the  Cabinet  have  uniformly 
claimed  that  the  province  of  Texas  was  included 
in  the  Louisiana  treaty;  yet,  if  we  look  at  the 
Florida  treaty,  we  shall  find  that  this  province 
has  been  abandoned,  relinquished,  given  up  to 
Spain,  with  as  little  ceremony  as  any  article 't)f 
merchandise  would  have  been ;  and  this  treaty  has 
received  the  sanction  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States.  Could  these  things  have  taken  place  if  the 
Cabinet  or  the  Senate  had  supposed  tnat,  by  the 
Louisiana  treaty,  we  were  bound  to  erect  the  ter- 
ritory ceded  to  us  into  independent  States,  and  ad- 
mit them  as  members  of  the  American  Union  ? 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  derive  an  argu- 
ment from  the  citizenship  of  the  applicants.  It  is 
said  they  are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and,  as 
such,  are  entitled  to  self-government ;  and  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence  has  been  quoted.  That 
instrument,  it  is  said,  reco^ises  the  right  of  the 
people  to  alter  or  abolish  their  form  of  government, 
and  institute  new  ones.  These  are  natural  rights. 
The  rights  conferred  by  citizenship  are  based,  it  is 
true,  upon  those  which  are  natural ;  but  they  are 
all  dependent  upon  the  positive  institutions  of  so- 
ciety, and  the  nature  of  them  depends  much  upon 
the  location  of  the  individual ;  they  vary  as  he 
varies  his  residence,  and  are  different  m  every  State 
in  the  Union,  and,  in  many  instances,  in  the  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  same  State.  In  the  State  of  New 
Yonc  they  are  one  thing,  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania another.  In  the  country  they  are  of  a  cer- 
tain kind ;  in  the  city  of  a  different  kind ;  in  every 
situation,  and  under  all  circumstances,  they  derive 
their  character  from  the  institutions  of  society. 
When  a  man  leaves  the  United  States,  he  carries 
none-  qf  them  wi^  him ;  that  is,  none  of  those 
which  are  peculiar.  He  is  entitled,  to  a  certain 
extent,  to  the  protection  of  his  country,  as  the  citi- 
zen or.  subject  of  any  other  country  is,  when  sepa- 
rated from  that  country ;  but  his  rights,  as  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  extend  no  further. 

If  a  resort  is  to  be  had  to  Revolutionary  princi- 
l^es,  pray,  gentlemen,  take  the  whole  of  these  prin- 
ciples ;  do  not  select  that  part  which  happens  to 
comport  with  your  views,  and  reject  the  remainder; 
extend  to  all  the  enjoyment  of  those,  the  inalien- 
able rights,  "  life,  iibertjr,  and  the  pui^it'  of  hap- 
piness.'' We  do  not  claim  that  you  should  go  this 
length— <'  the  condition  and  civil  rights"  of  those 
who  are  now  inhabitants  of  Missouri,  are  not  in- 
terfered with  by  us.  We  only  claim  that  those 
who  hereafter  become  inhabitants  there,  should  be 
permitted  to  enjoy  these  blessings.  It  is  with  an 
til  grace,  indeed,  that  you  clamor  for  rights  for 
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yourselves,  and,  at  the  same  time,  are  equally  clam- 
orous for  a  denial  of  those  rights  to  others. 

It  is  admitted  by  all,  that  slavery  is  an  evil  ;^even 
the  ardor  of  debate,  and  the  excitement  naturally 
produced  by  opposition,  has  not  yet  caused  a  denial 
of  this  proposition ;  but,  it  has  been  contended  that 
diffusion  will  mitigate  this  evil.  It  has  been  com- 
pared  to  poison,  the  evil  effects  of  which  are  said 
to  be  lessened  by  dilution.  If  this  evil  could  not 
be  increased  in  quantity,  the  comparison  might  be 
just ;  but  the  extent  to  which  it  may  be  increased 
IS  unlimited.  In  this  respect  it  may,  with  more 
propriety,  be  compared  to  fire.  This  extends  itself 
as  long  as  it  finds  materials  to  feed  upon,  and  that 
species  of  population  which  is  the  subject  of  the 
present  discussion,  will  extend  as  ion^  as  space 
and  the  means  of  subsistence  are  furnished.  As 
well  might  it  be  said  that  this  evil  of  fire  is  miti- 

gated  by  diffusion,  and  that  the  individual  whose 
ouse  is  burning  lessens  his  calamitv  by  setttinff  a 
city  in  a  blaze,  as  that  the  evil  of  slavery,  in  that 
portion  of  the  country  where  it  exists,  will  be  les- 
sened by  extending  it  over  the  uninhabited  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States. 

Slavery  is  a  great  evil  at  the  present  time ;  but 
if  we  look  into  futurity,  its  character  becomes 
alarming.  There  is  one  fact  which  speaks  vol- 
umes upon  this  subject.  It  is  this :  that  the  black 
population  in  the  slaveholding  States  increases 
raster  than  the  white.  This  fact  is  considered  as 
clearly  established,  by  the  different  enumerations 
which  have  been  made  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  not  difficult  to  assign  a  rea- 
son for  this.  White  people  are  restrained  from 
marriage  by  prudential  considerations;  there  are 
but  few  who  will  think  of  burdening  themiselves 
with  a  wife  and  family,  without  some  rational 
prospect  at  least  of  subsistence,  if  not  of  comfort 
a nd  respectabili ty .  The  slave  experiences  no  check 
or  restraint  of  this  nature.  He  fears  no  degrada- 
tion, either  of  himself  or  his  ofi&prin^.  What  is 
called  the  preventive  check  to  population,  operates 
with  much  greater  force  upon  the  white  man  than 
the  slave,  in  all  situations ;  but  this  check  operates 
more  powerfullv  in  the  slaveholding  States  than 
in  those  where  there  are  no  slaves,  and  for  this  rea- 
son, that  labor  is  less  reputable.  The  character  of 
anv  employment  is  affected  by  the  character  of  the 
individuals  by  whom  it  is  exercised.  Tluit  labor 
which  we  are  in  the  habit  of  seeing  performed  by 
slaves,  we  are  apt  to  consider  as  me  appropriate 
labor  of  slaves,  and  no  freeman  can  engage  in  it 
without,  in  some  measure,  de^ading  himself  to 
the  level  of  slaves.  Povertv  is,  for  this  reason, 
more  distressing  and  more  irksome  in  those  coun- 
tries where  there  are  slaves,  than  in  those  where 
there  are  none. 

Where  is  this  evil  to  end  ?  No  one  can  con- 
template this  state  of  things,  and  carry  his  ideas 
forward  to  its  inevitable  tendency ^  witnout  emo- 
tion. I  need  not  pursue  it;  the  imagination  of 
every  individual  who  hears  me,  will  at  once  anti- 
cipate every  thing  I  could  urge  upon  this  subject. 
That  this  state  of  thinss,  if  suffered  to  progress, 
will  lead  to  some  dreadful  result,  no  one  can  for  a 
moment  doubt.    A  surrounding  white  population 


will,  then,  be  found  useful.  Extending  slavery  is 
only  postponing  the  evil  day  for  a  short  period ; 
but  exactly  in  proportion  as  this  postponement 
takes  place,  will  the  evil  be  increased  in  magni- 
tude. While  it  is  confined  within  narrow  limits^ 
it  may  be  controlled ;  but,  when  extended  over  an 
immense  space^  it  will  be  uncontrollable. 

It  has  been  intimated  that  the  Northern  States 
are  unfriendly  to  the  Southern^  and  that  the  pres- 
ent measure  originates  from  a  disposition  to  gratify 
this  hostility.  The  suspicion  is  unfounded,  cer- 
tainly, as  respects  the  body  of  the  people ;  there 
may  be  individuals  who,  from  political  or  other 
considerations,  may  entertain  a  spirit  of  this  kind, 
but  it  is  not  general :  nor  do  I  beiieve,  at  the  pres- 
ent day,  it  is  sufficiently  extensive  in  any  portion 
of  the  Northern  section  of  the  country  to  give  life 
and  being  to  anv  public  measure.  We  have  taken 
each  other  to  nave  and  to  hold,  for  better,  for 
worse,  for  richer,  for  poorer,  in  sickness  and  in 
health ;  and  our  present  wish  is,  that  the  connex- 
ion should  continue,  and  that  it  should  only  ter- 
minate with  the  final  dissolution  of  all  things.  It 
is  true,  jealousies  have  arisen;  there  may  hare 
been  moments  of  pique  and  alienation  of  feelings ; 
there  may  have  been  neglect  of  the  true  interests 
of  the  Union ;  there  may  have  been  periods  when 
a  portion  of  our  citizens  have  been  more  gratified 
with  our  adversity  than  our  prosperity,  as  a  na- 
tion ;  but  I  trust  that  the  day  of  these  thin^^s  has 
gone :  that  those  who  have  thus  wandered,  if  any 
such  there  be,  have  returned,  like  the  prodigal, 
never  to  wander  again ;  that  they  have  strayed  far 
enouffh  from  the  path  of  duty  to  realize  the  evil 
and  the  danger  of  that  course,  and  to  be  satisfi«l 
that  their  only  chance  of  happiness  is  in  a  faithful 
performance  of  their  covenants. 

It  is  true,  we  lament  this  evil  of  slavery — ^we  de- 
plore it ;  yet  for  this  we  consider  you  not  as  ene- 
mies, but  you  must  allow  us  to  remonstrate  with 
you  as  brethren.  If  its  remedy  is  undertaken  in  a 
spirit  of  friendship,  I  have  no  doubt  it  may  speedily 
be  mitieated,  and  I  entertain  the  hope  that  it  may 
eventually  be  eradicated ;  and^  among  the  means 
of  its  mitigation  and  eradication.  I  look^  with  no 
small  degree  of  complaoen  cy,  to  colonization.  Th^ 
we  cannot  expect  to  do  every  thing,  but  it  may  do 
much. 

The  pride  and  jealousy  of  our  Southern  brethren 
appear  to  be  alarmed.  What !  it  is  asked,  are  we 
unable  to  take  care  of  ourselves?  Do  we  not 
know  our  own  interest  ?  The  part  we  have  taken, 
upon  the  present  occasion,  appears  to  be  regarded 
as  an  intrusion,  an  officious  intermeddling.  But, 
is  this  a  subject  in  which  we  have  no  interest  ?  Are 
we  so  far  disconnected,  that  one  part  of  this  com- 
munity can  experience  calamity,  and  the  other 
sufier  no  inconvenience  ?  Whatever  tends  to  les- 
sen the  growth  and  prosperity,  the  strength  and 
efficiency,  of  any  part  of  our  country,  roust,  in  its 
consequences,  be  injurious  to  the  rest.  Every  por- 
tion of  our  country  must  participate,  in  a  greater 
or  less  degree,  in  the  evil  consequences  of  an  un- 
profitable or  dangerous  population.  Those  evils 
which  are  present,  and  those  which  are  unfolded 
to  our  view,  in  futurity,  from  this  source,  are  of 
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too  alarming  a  character,  even  as  respects  the  most 
remote  parts  of  the  United  States,  to  admit  of  in- 
difierence.  Those  in  the  midst  of  thb  population 
are  most  interested,  but,  possibly,  supposed  imme- 
diate advantage  may  have  its  effect  in  drawing 
their  attention  from  remote  consequences. 

It  has  been  intimated^  that  we  concern  ourselves 
too  much  about  posterity,  and  that  our  attention 
ought  to  be  confined  more  closely  to  ourselves.  No 
man  who  has  experienced  parental  feelings,  can 
be  indifferent  about  posterity.  It  is  in  vain  to  reason 
on  this  subject ;  it  is  enough  for  us  that  it  is  so. 
It  arises  from  a  law  of  our  nature — a  law  written 
in  the  heart  of  man  by  the  finger  of  the  Almighty, 
and  one  which  he  cannot  disobey. 

It  is  said,  the  condition  of  the  slaves  is  not  so 
bad  as  has  oeen  supposed;  that  they  are  better  off 
than  the  lowest  class  of  white  people.  One  thing 
is  certain,  that  is,  the  lowest  class  of  white  people 
would  be  very  unwilling  to  exchange  conditions 
with  them ;  and  notwithstanding  all  the  miti^- 
tions  and  ameliorations  of  their  condition,  which 
have  taken  place,  or  which  may  take  place  hereaf- 
ter, the  observation  of  a  writer  who  knew  the  ave- 
nues to  the  human  heart  as  well  as  any  man  that 
ever  wrote,  still  remains  true:  "Disguise  thyself 

*  as  thou  wilt,  still,  slavery,  thou  art  a  bitter  draught, 
'  and,  though  thousands  are  made  to  drink  of  thee, 

*  thou  art  no  less  bitter  on  that  account." 

Why  is  it  that  so  much  pains  are  taken  to  create 
an  impression,  that  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves 
in  the  old  States  is  aimed  at,  and  that  this  is  merely 
the  commencement  of  a  system  which  has  that  for 
its  end?  That  our  country  should  be  rid  of  this 
class  of  people,  is  devoutly  to  be  wished ;  but,  that 
there  is  a  wish  or  an  intention  to  effect  their  eman- 
cipation by  coercive,  or,  in  fact,  any  other  means, 
inconsistent  with  the  rights  of  those  who  now  hold 
dominion  over  them,  is  not  to  be  inferred  from  any 
thi  n^  which  has  yet  taken  place.  The  intemperate 
effusions  of  individuals,  or  the  unguarded  language 
of  either  individuab  or  private  associations,  do  not 
justify  these  suspicions.  When  any  public  measure 
IS  attempted,  bearing  these  marks,  then  may  these 
apprehensions  be  indulged,  and  the  feeling  apper- 
taining to  them  properly  have  existence ;  but  until 
then  they  are  unautnonzed.  But,  Mr.  Chairman, 
notwithstanding  all  the  alarm,  agitation,  and  op- 

r)sition  we  have  witnessed  on  tne  present  occasion, 
am  fully  satisfied  that  if,  in  consequence  of  the 
stand  which  has  now  been  taken^  the  further  in- 
troduction of  slavery  into  Missouri  should  be  pre- 
vented, whatever  may  be  the  present  feelings  of 
the  inhAbitants  of  that  territory,  we  shall  hereafter 
receive  their  thanks,  and  thtit  they  will  look  back 
upon  the  transactions  of  this  day  with  joy  and 
gratitude ;  and  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
even  our  Southern  brethren  will  re^rd  us  as  their 
benefactors,  rather  than  their  enemies. 

There  are  several  other  observations,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, which  I  intended  to  have  made,  but,  aware 
of  the  fatigue  and  impatience  of  the  Committee, 
from  this  lengthy  and  protracted  discussion,  I  will 
omit  them.  It  has  been  my  endeavor  to  communi- 
cate what  I  had  to  say  in  as  concise  a  manner  as 
possible,  and  tQ  avoid  repeating  any  thing  I  have 


heard  advanced  by  others,  any  further  than  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  make  myseli  in  telligible.  I  will, 
therefore,  take  my  seat,  with  a  tender  of  my  sincere 
acknowledgments  to  you  and  the  Committee  for 
the  indulgence  that  has  been  manifested. 

When  Mr.  Edwards  had  concluded,  the  Com- 
mittee rose;  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  22. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  enclosing  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  James  Simpson.  Consul  of  tlie  United 
States  at  Tangier,  in  the  kingdom  of  Morocco ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Commisioners  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fund, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  resolution  of  this  House 
of  the  2d  of  March,  1819,  instructing  them  to  use 
all  the  means  in  their  power  to  coerce  payment  of 
the  balances  due  to  the  fund,  from  all  persons  who 
may  be  found  indebted  to  the  same,  dc^c;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taole. 

Mr.  Holmes  presented  a  representation,  signed 
by  *' John  Holmes,  Martin  Kinsley,  Mark  Lang- 
don  Hill,  James  Parker,  Joshua  Cushman,  and 
Ezekiel  Whitman,"  members  of  this  House  from 
that  part  6f  the  State  of  Massachusetts  hitherto 
known  as  '^  the  District  of  Maine,"  respectfully 


separate,  sovereign,  and  independent  State ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  petition  of  Robert  Young, 
judge  of  the  orphans'  court  of  the  county  of  Alex- 
andria, and  of  Richard  Bland  Lee,  judge  of  the 
orphans'  court  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  that  Congress 
will  be  pleased  to  cause  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into 
the  present  organization  and  condition  of  the  said 
courts,  and  that  such  alteraupns  and  amendments 
may  be  made  in  the  existing  system,  as  to  the 
wisdom  of  Congress  may  seem  meet  and  proper ; 
which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Kent  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  stating  that  they  have  perceived  that, 
by  the  12th  section  of  the  bill  now  pending  before 
this  House,  "  concerning  the  banks  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  for  other  purposes,"  the  issue,  or 
re-issue,  of  the  notes  of  the  corporation  are  pro- 
hibited from  and  after  the  1st  of  January,  1821, 
and  alleging  that  the  said  corporation  is  not  able 
or  prepared  to  redeem  and  pay  off  their  notes  by 
the  time  specified  in  the  said  section,  and  praying 
for  an  extension  of  the  time  for  the  liquidation  of 
their  said  notes ;  which  netition  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  appointment 
of  a  separate  surveyor  for  the  public  lands  within 
the  State  of  Illinois,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which. 
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was  read,  aod  the  resolution  therein  contained  was 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Resoktdf  That  it  is  not  expedient  that  a  separate 
surveyor  should  be  appointed  for  the  puMic  lands  within 
the  State  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  same  committee,  who 
were  also  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  limiting  the  quantity  of  public  lands  hereafter 
to  be  exposed  to  sale,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which 
was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  It  is  not  expedient  to  pass  any  law 
limiting  the  qnantity  of  public  lands  hereafler  exposed 
for  ftale  at  the  different  land  offices. 

The  Speaker  presented  to  the  House  a  letter 
addressed  to  him  by  the  trustees  of  the  town  of 
Saint  Charles,  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  in  re- 
lation to  the  right  of  the  inhabitants  of  that- town 
to  the  commons  adjacent  thereto. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  the  Secretary  of  the 
War  Department  was  directed  to  transmit  to  this 
House  copies  of  the  respective  contracts  heretofore 
made  with  James  Jonnson,  Alexander  McRae, 
Ellas  Earle,  and  Peter  Townsend,  for  the  delivery 
of  powder,  arms,  cannon,  or  shot,  together  with  an 
account  oi  the  moneys  advanced  on  the  said  con- 
tracts, respectively,  and  at  what  periods,  and  whe- 
ther, and  now  far,  the  said  contracts  have  been  re- 
spectively fulfilled  on  the  part  of  the  contractors. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  John  O'Conner,  deceased  ^"  and 
"An  act  further  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  City 
of  Washington ;"  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

FLORIDA  TREATY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reid,  the  House  a^eed,  by  a 
rote  of  77  to  59,  to  consider  the  following  resolu- 
tion bfiered  by  him  yesterday : 

Re$oived,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  impart  to  this  House  any  communica- 
tions teaching  the  Florida  Treaty^  which  may  have 
been  received  from  our  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at 
the  Court  of  Spain,  which  have  not  been  heretofore 
eemmunitfated,  and  whieh,  in  his  opinion,  it  may  not 
be  inconsistent  with  the  public  interest  to  communi- 
cate. 

Mr.  Randolph,  presuming  that  the  object  of 
the  resolution  was  to  obtain  generally  such  infor- 
mation as  the  Executive  had  received  touching 
the  treaty,  (with  the  reservation  expressed  in  the 
last  part  of  it,)  he  suggested  to  the  mover  the  pro- 
priety of  omitting  that  part  of  the  motion  which 
confined  the  call  to  information  received  from  our 
Minister  at  Madrid. 

Mr.  Reid  acquiesced  in  the  suggestion ;  and, 
thus  modified^  the  resolution  was  adopted,  and  a 
committee  or  three  appointed  to  present  it  to  the 
President. 

WESTERN  COURTS. 

The  engrossed  biU  to  alter  the  place  of  holding 
the  circuit  and  di3trict  courts  of  Ohio,  from  Chili- 


cothe  to  Columbus,  the  seat  of  government  of  the 
State,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Beecber  explained  the  motives  for  this  bill, 
the  unanimous  wish  of  the  Legblature,  the  pablic 
convenience,  dbc. 

Mr.  Brush  replied  to  Mr.  Beecbeb,  and  ar^ed 
to  show  that  the  bill  was  inexpedient,  at  this  time, 
at  least;  that  it  would  be  a  burden  to  suitors,  wit- 
nesses, d^.,  and  would  increase  die  labor  of  the 
iudges  by  extending  their  journey,  &c.,  without 
benefiting  the  community.  To  give  time  to  pro- 
duce information  to  the  House  on  the  object,  he 
moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ross  and  Mr.  Campbell  re^^ied  and  sup- 
ported the  bill ;  after  which,  the  question  was  taken 
on  laying  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  negatived; 
and  the  bill  was  then  passed,  and  sent  to  Uie  Sen- 
ate for  cODcurrence. 

COMMODORE  PERRY. 

Mr.  Lowndes  offered  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiiirs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
to  the  widow  of  Captain  Oiiver  H.  Perry  the  provision 
which  is  now  made  by  law  for  the  widows  and  chil- 
dren of  naval  officers  who  die  from  wounds  received 
in  action. 

Mr.  L.  observed  that  it  was  conceived  that  the 
family  of  Commodore  Perry  was  embraced  by  the 
existing  laws  which  provide  for  pensions,  as  it 
was  not  to  be  supposed  the  generosity  or  magna- 
nimity of  Congress  did  not  intend  to  comprehend 
such  a  case ;  but  as  this  appeared  to  be  doubted, 
he  had  deemed  it  proper  to  pro]X)se  the  inquiry 
which  he  had  submitted. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  nem.  con, 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  to  ofier  a  motion.  He  be- 
lieved it  would  be  very  difficult  for  any  member 
of  this  House — certainly  it  was  not  possible  for 
him — to  keep  pace  with  the  honorable  ^entlemnn 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Lowndes,)  in  the  race 
of  honor  and  public  utility.  That  gentleman  had, 
by  the  motion  which  had  just  been  adopted^  anti- 
cipated him,  in  part,  in  a  proposition  which  he 
(Mr.  R.)  had  intended  on  this  particular  day,  for 
reasons  which  would  suggest  themselves  to  the 
mind  of  every  one,  to  offer  to  the  House.  When 
he  had  this  morning  heard  the  tower-guns  an- 
nouncing the  return  of  the  birthday  of  Washhc g- 
TON,  Mr.  R.  said  the  thought  had  come  across  his 
mind — in  reference  to  certain  proceedings  in  this 
House  and  elsewhere — "this  people  draw  nigh 
unto  me  with  their  lips,  and  honor  me  with  their 
mouth,  but  their  hearts  are  far  from  me."  His 
purpose,  Mr.  R.  stated,  was  to  make  a  motion  in 
relation  to  the  wife  and  children  of  the  late  Oliver 
Hazard  Perry,  of  the  United  States  Navy.  It  was 
his  opinion,  Mr.  R.  said,  whether  correct  or  not, 
that  the  country  ow^d  more  to  that  man,  in  its 
late  contest  with  Great  Btitain,  than  to  any  other 
whatever,  always  excepting  Isaac  Hull — ^that  man 
who  had  first  broken  the  preaige,  the  cuirass  of 
British  invincibly.  He  had  frequently^  Mr.  R. 
said,  heard  persons  of  that  country  speak  in  terms 
of  admiration  of  the  achievement  of  Captain  HuU> 


1453 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1464 


February,  1820. 


Admi$$ion  of  Maine  and  Mismnsri, 


H.  OF  R. 


in  his  escape  from  a  fleet  of  the  enemy  in  the 
Constitution  fri^te ;  of  the  admirable  seamanship 
which  he  had  displayed ;  of  his  professional  skill ; 
but  he  had  never  heard  any  of  them  speak  with 
cordial  applause  of  his  achievement  with  the  Guer- 
riere,  that  proud  frigate  of  the  first  class  which  had 
carried  her  name,  in  defiance,  emblazoned  in  large 
letters  on  her  foretopsail,  that  the  American  pioo^ 
fxxms  might  beware  of  His  Majesty's  ship,  and 
make  no  mistakes.  That  was  an  event  on  which 
they  were  generally  silent,  or  their  praise  rery 
faint.  Mr.  K.  believed  that  old  England  would 
consent  that  forty  Pakenhams^  with  all  their  le- 
gions, should  have  been  buried  in  the  alluvial 
lands  of  the  Mississippi,  to  take  back  the  single 
action  of  the  Guerriere;  because  that  action  luid 
done  more  than  any  thing  else  to  open  the  eyes  of 
Europe,  and  dispel  the  illusion  of  British  suprema- 
cy on  tne  ocean.  Next  in  glory  to  the  victory 
over  the  Gkierriere,  was  that  on  Lake  Erie,  by  the 
pliant  Perry  ;  and  this,  Mr.  R.  said,  was  not  in- 
terior in  lustre  to  any  event  in  the  naval  history 
of  Eneland,  from  that  of  La  Hogue,  under  Ad- 
miral Russell.  One,  said  Mr.  R.,  has  shown  us 
the  way  to  victory  with  single  ship,  the  other 
with  fleets.  Shall  we  sufier  his  familv  to  melt  up 
the  plate  that  was  given  to  him  by  nis  country- 
men, by  corporate  and  legislative  bodies,  in  com- 
pliment to  his  g^lantry,  to  buy  bread  ?  He  would 
say  no  more,  but  at  once  offer  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  provision  be  made  by  law  for  the 
support  of  the  family  of  the  late  Oliver  Hazard  Perry, 
£0q.»  of  the  United  States  Navy,  and  for  the  education 
of  his  children. 

Mr.  LowNUES  concurred  with  ^reat  cordiality 
in  Mr.  R.'s  resolution.  He  felt  in  its  fullest  force 
the  sentiment  of  gratitude  to  the  man  who  had 
first  taught  his  country  to  hope  for  victory  by 
fleets,  as  well  as  by  single  ships ;  and  Mr.  L.  said 
it  was  onlv  because  he  had  supposed  that  ihe 
House  would  not  at  this  time  give  its  approbation 
to  a  proposition  such  as  Mr.  Randolpr  had  offered, 
that  he  had  contented  himself  with  the  very  infe- 
rior one  which  he  had  submitted. 

Mr.  Hazard,  of  Rhode  Island,  did  not  rise  to 
say  much  on  a  subject  which  he  said  he  could 
scarcely  trust  himself  to  speak  on  at  all.  But  he 
rose  to  offer  his  thanks  to  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia and  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  in 
behalf  of  the  name  of  Perry— 4o  thank  them  in 
behalf  of  the  State  which  ^ave  him  birth — to 
thank  them  in  the  name  of  his  amiable  widow — 
to  thank  them  in  the  name  of  their  common  .coun- 
try. 

The  resolution  was  adopted ;  and.  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Randolph,  a  committee  of  three  was  ap- 
pointed to  bring  in  a  bill  in  pursuance  thereto. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  Maine  bill  (pro- 
posing to  incorporate  therein  the  Missouri  bill,  em- 
bracing the  amendment  called  the  compromise.) 
The  amendments  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Randolph  delivered  a  speech  of  more  than 


two  hours  length,  against  the  feature  of  the  amend- 
ments  of  the  Senate  which  proposes  to  exclude 
the  further  migration  or  transportation  of  slaves 
into  any  of  the  Territories  of  the  United  States 
north  or  36''  3(K  north  latitude. 

Mr.  Rhea  commenced  a  speech ;  but,  from  the 
lateness  of  the  hour,  after  two  or  three  unsuccessful 
divisions  on  motions  for  the  purpose,  the  House 
adjourned. 


Wednesday,  February  23. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  netition  of  three  hundred 
and  sixty  inhabitants  of  Georgetown,  and  that  part 
of  the  county  of  Washington  lying  west  of  Rock 
Creek,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  for 
certain  alterations  in  the  judicial  system  of  the 
said  District,  which  are  therein  described. — Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and .  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  the  Government  for 
the  year  1820 ;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  appoint  a  receiver  of  the 
public  moneys  and  register  of  the  land  ofllce  for 
the  district  oi  Lawrence  county,  in  the  Arkansas 
Territory ',  which  was  read  twice  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Manufactures 
be  discharfi^ed  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petition  ofa  company  of  Swiss  emigrants,  and  that 
It  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  Brush  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Retohed,  That  a  committee  be  appMnCed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  sorveytng, 
marking,  and  permanently  eatabliMhing,  the  notthem 
boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  beginning  at  a  point 
north  of  the  most  northerly  cape  of  the  Miami  Bay ; 
running  thence,  due  west,  to  intersect  the  wasteirn 
line  of  said  State. 

The  resolution  was  read,  when  Mr.  Cook  moved 
to  amend  the  same,  by  addii]«[,  as  follows :  ''And, 
also,  of  running  the  lx>undary  fine  between  Indiana 
and  Illinois." 

The  resolution  and  amendment  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  John 
O^Conner,  deceased, 'hivas  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  fur- 
ther to  extend  the  charter  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington," was  read  three  times  and  passed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  stating  that  in 
the  list  of  balances  due  to  the  Government  more 
than  three  years,  or  which  remained  unsettled  on 
the  books  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
1st  of  October  last,  and  transmitted  by  him  (the 
Comptroller)  to  this  House,  at  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  he  has  perceived  that  Thomas  Wor- 
thington,  a  collector  of  internal  revenue,  stands 
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•charged  with  four  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  dollarsj  when,  in  fact,  the  balance  against  him 
is  only  forty-four  dollars  and  sixty-four  cents;  which 
letter  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for  the 
admission  of  Maine  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  Rhea  spoke  about  an  hour  on  the  subject, 
particularly  on  the  inapplicability  of  the  ordinance 
of  1787  to  the  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for ;  and, 
on  the  question,  Will  the  House  disagree  to  so 
much  df  the  said  amendments  as  is  comprised  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit  : 

''And  to  enable  the  people  of  Missonri  Territory  to 
form  a  constitation  and  State  goYernment,  and  for  the 
admiasion  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  Statea : 

*<  Sbc  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  inhab- 
itants of  that  portion  of  the  Missouri  Territory  included 
within  the  boundaries  hereinafter  designated,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  form  for  themselves  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  and  to  assume  such 
name  as  they  shall  deem  proper." 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  93,  nays  72, 
as  follows : 

Tbai— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts^ 
Allen  of  New  York,  Beecher^  Boden,  Brush,  Buffum, 
Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case,  Clagett, 
Cook,Crafls,Cttshman,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt, 
Dickinson,  Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Fay,  Folger,  Forrest,  Fuller, 
FuUerton,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania, 
Gayon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hazard,  Hemp- 
hill, Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman^  Hill,  Holmes, 
Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  LaUirop,  Lincoln, 
Linn,  Livermore,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McLanfs  of  Dela- 
ware, Mallary,  Marchand,  Mason,  Meoch,  R.  Moore, 
8.  Moore,  Monell,  Moseley,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Phelps, 
Philson,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Tay- 
lor, Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Upham,  Van  Renss- 
elaer, Wallace,  Wendover,  Whitman^  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
see, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Bloomfield, 
Brevard,  Brown,  Bryan,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butler  of 
Louisiana,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crawford,  Culpeper, 
Cnthbert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Edwards  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Ervin,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Gamett,  Hardin,  Hooks, 
Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent, 
Little,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLean  of  Ken- 
tucky, Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Neale,  Newton,  Over- 
street,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Rhea,  Ringgold,  Settle,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Slocumb, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth 
of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Strother,  Swear- 
ingen,  Terrell,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker  of  North  Carolina, 
Warfield,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North 
Carolina. 

So  the  House  disagreed  to  the  amendment  of  the 


Senate  which  proposed  to  annex  the  Missouri  bill 
to  the  Maine  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  disagreeing  to 
the  residue  of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  (the 
details  of  the  Missouri  biU)  with  the  exception  of 
that  which  embraces  what  is  familiarly  called  the 
compromise  amendment,  and  decided  also  by  yeas 
and  na^s,  in  the  affirmative — for  disagreeing  102, 
against  it  68,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetto,  Al- 
len of  New  York,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Beecher,  Bloom- 
field,  Boden,  Brown,  Brush,  Bufium,  Butler  of  New 
Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Crafts, 
Cushman,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  DickerM>n, 
Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of 
Pennsylvania,  Fay,  Polger,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller, 
Fullerton,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania, 
Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hazard,  Hemp- 
hill,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Holmes, 
Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Latbrop,  Lincoln, 
Linn,  Livermore,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McLane  of  Dela- 
ware, McLean  of  Kentucky ,  Maliary ,  Marchand,  Mason, 
Meech,  Meigs,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton, 
Moseley,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Parker  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Plumer, 
Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Samp- 
son, Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Southard,  Stevens, 
Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover, 
Whitman,  and  Wood. 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball, 
Barbour,  Bayly,  Brevard,  Bryan,  Burton,  Burwell, 
Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke.  Crowell, 
Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Ed* 
wards  of  North  Carolina,  Ervin,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Gar- 
nett.  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hooks.  John- 
son, Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Little,  Lowndes,  Mc- 
Coy, McCreary,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Neale,  Newton, 
Overstreet,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Quarles, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Settle, 
Simkins,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Strother,  Swearingen,  Ter- 
rell, Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carotioa, 
Tyler,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield,  Williams 
of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  Will  the  House 
disagree  to  the  said  ninth  section,  (being  the  last 
of  the  said  amendments,)  contained  in  3ie  words 
following,  to  wit : 

Sic  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  all  that 
territory  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States,  under 
the  name  of  Louisiana,  which  lies  north  of  thirty-six 
degrees  and  thirty  minutes  north  latitude,  excepUng 
only  such  part  thereof  as  Is  included  within  the  limits 
of  the  State  contemplated  by  this  act,  slavery  and 
involuntary  servitude,  otherwise  than  in  the  ponish- 
mentof  crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly 
convicted,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  forever  prohibited : 
Provided,  always,  That  any  person  escaping  into  the 
same,  from  whom  labor  or  service  is  lawfully  claimed, 
in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States,  such 
fugitive  may  be  lawfully  reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to 
the  person  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service,  as 
aforesaid : 
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And  also  determiaed  in  the  afl&rmatire — ^yeas 
159,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

YiA8 — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of 
Massachusetts,  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
see,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Bakery  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Boden, 
Brevard,  Brown,  Brush,  Biyan,  Buffnm,  Burton,  Bur- 
welly  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louisiana, 
Campbell,  Cannon*  Case,  Clageit,  Cobb,  Cook,  Craw- 
ford, Crowell,  Culhreth,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Darling- 
ton, Davidson,  Dennison,  De  Witt,  Dickinson,  Dowse, 
Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of 
Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Ervin,  Fay, 
Fisher,  Floyd,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller, 
Fullerton,  Garoett,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Guyon,  Hacklepr,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall 
of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hen- 
dricks, Herrick,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Hos- 
tetter,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee, 
Kendall,  Kent,  Kinsley,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore, 
Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McCoy,  McCreary,  Mc- 
Lane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary, 
Marchand,  Mason,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore, 
Monell,  Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Overstreet, 
Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patter- 
son, Phelps,  Pbilson,  Pinekney,  Pitcher,  Piumer,  Ran- 
kin, Reed,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Robertson, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampaon,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Sils- 
bce,  Sifflkins,  Slocumb,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith 
of  North  Carolina,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Southard, 
Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of 
New  York,  Strother,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Terrell, 
Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tjler,  Upham,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Wallace,  War- 
field,  Wendover,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baldwin,  Bayly,  Bloomfield,  Cocke, 
Crafts,  Culpeper,  KiuMy,  Lathrop,  Little,  Meech, 
Mercer,  Quarles,  Ringgold,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of 
New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Tarr. 

Thus  the  House  rejected  all  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  the  Maine  bill. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  this  bill.  The  pro* 
posed  restriction  being  still  under  consideration, 

Mr.  En  WARDS,  of  Connecticut,  resumed  the  ar- 
gument which  he  conunenced  on  Monday  in  favor 
of  the  restriction,  and  spoke  about  half  an  hour  in 
continuation.  His  speech  is  given  entire  in  pre- 
ceding pages. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  said  that,  after  the 
consumption  of  so  much  time,  and  the  exercise  of 
so  great  talents  upon  this  subject,  he  would  relieve 
the  committee  by  stating  that  he  did  not  rise  to 
make  a  speech,  but  merely  to  give  an  opinion ; 
that  it  was  not  with  a  vain  desire  of  minglinff  in 
debate,  nor  even  with  the  pleasing  hope  of  enect- 
ing  conviction,  that  he  ventured  to  approach  this 
momentous  subject.  ^But,  sir,  my^  desire  is  (for 
what  reasons  I  will  leave  to  the  Committee  to 
iudge)  to  state  the  ground  upon  which  I  am  wil- 
ling to  meet  these  pamphleteers ;  those  very  ^eat 
men  who  direct  the  movements  of  town  meetmgs. 


^of  which,  thank  Heaven,  there  has  yet  been  none 
in  the  State  which  I  have,  in  part,  the  honor  to 
represent ;  the  people  there  seem  disposed  first  to 
hear  what  Congress  has  to  say  upon  the  subject ;) 
and,  sir,  so  far  as  in  me  lies,  to  answer  the  more 
respected  arguments  of  members  of  this  Commit- 
tee. I  said,  sir,  that  this  question  was  a  momen- 
tous one ;  and,  indeed,  if  upon  any  question  in- 
volving in  it  any  degree  of^national  importance, 
one  half  the  Representatives  of  the  people  should 
differ  in  opinion  with  the  other,  it  could  be  viewed 
as  no  other  than  a  question  of  that  description. 
But,  sir,  when,  on  a  question  acknowledged  by  the 
gentlemen  themselves  to  be  a  mere  question  of 
expediency,  one  geographical  half  of  the  Union 
is  arrayed  against  the  other ;  and  when  we  see  a 
disposition  manifested  to  proceed  at  all  hazards ; 
when  a  determination  is  avowed  to  sever  the 
people  of  Missouri ;  to  drive  a  line  through  the 
centre  of  her  population,  and  to  say  to  those  on 
the  right,  you  shall  enjoy  your  property,  and  to 
those  on  the  left,  you  shall  not ;  and  to  both,  that 
neither  of  you  shall  come  into  the  Union  ;  no  man 
who  regards  the  interest  of  his  country  can  view 
this  as  any  other  than  a  question  of  tne  last  im- 
portance. Freedom  and  slavery,  we  are  told,  are 
the  parties  now  before  us,  and  we  are  reminded  of 
the  blessings  of  liberty,  of  the  voice  of  humanity 
and  religion,  and  of  the  miseries  of  slavery ;  and, 
indeed,  it  would  seem,  by  the  use,  or  rather  abuse, 
of  those  broad  and  comprehensive  terms,  that  by 
some  revolution  in  human  afiairs^  or  rather  by 
some  beneficent  dispensation  of  Divine  Providence, 
an  opportunity  had  been  afforded  to  this  nation  to 
make  all  men  equal,  or  at  least  to  make  all  men 
free.  Would  to  Heaven  this  were  the  fact.  For, 
sir,  without  hesitation  I  declare,  that,  if  any  gen- 
tleman shall  propose  a  Constitutional  and  practi- 
cable scheme  of  general  emancipation,  he  shall 
not  be  without  a  second.  I  would  break  every 
fetter  which  binds  those  unfortunate  beings  to  ab- 
solute obedience ;  I  would  loose  every  chain,  save 
those  which  bind  man  to  his  fellow  man  \  but,  sir, 
I  at  once  say,  I  have  not  the  power.  The  Con- 
stitution which  I  hold  in  mj  hand  is  about  my 
own  age;  but,  sir,  which  of'^us  shall  die  first,  I 
think  very  problematical.  So  soon  as  my  mind 
was  sufi&ciently  expanded  to  read,  and  in  some 
degree  to  understand,  this  instrument,  I  found  that 
at  the  same  time,  nay,  almost  in  the  same  sentence, 
that  it  recognised  me  as  a  freeman,  as  a  son  of  the 
Confederacy,  it  recognised  the  existence  of  slavery. 
This  same  instrument  has  placed  me  on  this  floor 
a  creature,  in  my  present  character,  of  its  own 
formation.  This  instrument  I  have  sworn  to  sup- 
port, and  to  it  I  will  look  for  authority  to  act. 

And,  sir,  permit  me  to  observe  to  gentlemen 
who  talk  about  the  law  of  God  and  the  law  of 
Nature,  that  their  speeches  would  much  better  suit 
a  convention  about  to  form  a  Constitution  than 
they  do  a  Congress  convened  under  a  Constitution 
which  they  have  sworn  to  support.  To  say  that 
slavery  is  an  evil,  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  nature  and  of  nature's  Gk)d,  does  not  prove  that 
the  Constitution  has  not  recognised  its  existence ; 
neither  does  it  jHrove  that  the  power  to  remedy  the 
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evil  has,  by  the  States,  beea  surremlered  to  the 
General  QorerDment,  believing  themselves  (as 
they  must  have  done)  incompetent  to  the  manage- 
ment of  their  slaves,  or  to  their  emancipation. 
When  gentlemen  talk  of  the  exercise  of  power. 
we  ask  them  to  show  us  the  grant ;  for  we  well 
remember  that  '^  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
United  States  by  the  Uonstitution,  nor  prohibited 
by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  /^e  States,  re- 
spectively, or  to  the  people."  We  call  upon  them 
ror  their  charter^  and  it  is  a  most  unfortunate  cir- 
cumstance that,  m  attempting  to  comply  with  our 
reqaest,  gentlemen  cannot  agree  among  themselves 
as  to  the  source  of  this  power.  Some  gentlemen 
have  been  so  sagacious  as  to  ascertain  that  it  is  to 
be  found  in  the  preamble  to  the  Constitution, 
which  declares  the  object  of  its  formation  to  be. 
in  part. ''  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  ana 
general  welfare."  Sir,  I  did  hope  that  not  more 
than  one  gentleman  would  have  resorted  to  this  as 
a  source  of  power ;  and  I  will  only  say  to  those 
gentlemen,  that  their  arguments  speak  but  little  in 
lavor  of  the  sood  sense  of  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution. It  in  the  preamble  a  power  be  granted 
to  do  whatever,  in  the  estimation  of  humanity,  of 
religion,  of  conscience,  may  be  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  general  welfare,  the  preamble  itself  would 
have  been  a  sufficient  Constitution ;  it  gives  them 
unbounded  powers,  and  there  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  ought  then  to  have  stopped. 

Sir,  although  this  argument  is  not  worthy  of  re- 
futation, it  proves,  incontestably,  to  what  alarming 
lengths  we  may  be  carried  by  misguided  zeal  in 
the  cause  of  humanitv,  of  rdigion,  of  our  con-t 
scicfnce,  as  we  are  taugitt  to  believe  by  those  whose 
interest  it  may  be  to  drive  us  forward  in  such  un- 
warrantable measures.  Several  other  sources  of 
the  power  about  to  be  exercised,  were  discovered 
at  the  commencement  of  this  debate ;  all  of  which, 
I  believe,  have  been  abandoned,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two,  the  first  of  which,  tnev  tell  us,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  3d  section  of  the  4tn  article  of  the 
Constitution.  The  nartioular  clause  to  which  we 
are  referred  is  in  tnese  words :  "  The  Congress 
'  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  need- 
*  ful  rules  and  regulations  respecting,  the  territory 
'  or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States." 
Let  us  for  a  moment  inquire  by  what  this  terri- 
tory has  been  acquired  ?  The  answer  is  easy ;  it 
was  acquired  by  the  joint  funds  of  all.  And  for 
whose  benefit?  For  the  common  benefit  of  all. 
When,  the  territory  thus  acquired  is  ready  to  be 
populated^  and  emigration  is  invited,  how  may  we, 
who  have  purchased  it  with  the  common  fund,  for 
the  common  benefit,  remove  there  ?  The  answer, 
to  a  plain  unlettered  man,  of  common  sense  and 
common  honesty,  would  seem  to  be,  that  we  may 
go  there,  taking  with  us  whatever,  by  the  Consti- 
tution, is  recognised  as  being  ours.  It  is  here  un- 
necessary to  attempt  to  prove  a  right  in  our  slaves. 
C^entlemen  admit  it;* that  is,  so  Fon^  as  we  keep 
them  in  the  old  States.  BuV^ir,  it  is  stated  in  a 
speech  which  I  have  read,  being  the  substance,  as 
was  stated,  of  two  speeches  deuvered  in  the  Sen- 
ate on  this  subject,  that  the  right  to  make  all  need- 
All  rules  and  regulations  includes  within  it  the 


right  to  determine  what  rules  and  regulations  are 
needful ;  and,  therefore,  I  take  the  concludon  to  be, 
that  if,  in  our  conscience,  (for  we  must  always  keep 
our  conscience  at  ease  upon  matters  of  this  kind,) 
we  believe  it  to  be  needful,  we  may  set  at  liberty 
every  slave  we  may  happen  to  find  there.  If,  sir, 
the  Constitution  consisted  of  that  part  of  the  sec- 
tion which  has  been  quoted  only,  this  arfi:ument 
might  be  (and  I  am  disposed  to  think  would  onlj 
be)  a  specious  one.  It  is  a  species  of  the  same 
kind  ot  argument  as  that  to  which  I  have  before 
alluded,  which  was  founded  on  the  preamble  to 
the  Constitution.  It  ought  to  be  remembered  that 
the  same  instrument  by  which  Congress  have  ac- 
quired a  right  to  make  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  Territory,  has  guarantied  to  the  master  a  right 
to  his  slave ;  and  if  your  rule  or  regulation  be  in- 
consistent with,  or  is  calculated  even  in  its  effects 
to  deprive  him  of  this  right,  your  rule  or  regulation 
is  unconstitutional.  But  we  are  told  of  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  which  may  be  called  a  condition 
upon  which  the  United  States  purchased  the  coun- 
try northwest  of  the  Ohio  river,  from  the  State  of 
Virginia.  The  condition  was,  that  slavery  should 
not  there  be  tolerated.  It  is  not  necessary  here  to 
stop  to  inquire  whether  the  United  States  can  pur- 
chase territory^  and,  if  they  can,  whether  they  can- 
not purchase  it  on  conditions.  I  am  wilung  to 
concede  to  gentlemen  the  validity  of  this  celebrated 
ordinance;  and  what  does  it  prove?  It  proves  that 
the  United  States  purchased  a  tract  of  country 
from  Virginia,  on  condition  that  slaves  should  not 
be  permitted  to  go  there.  Now,  sir,  I  am  ready  to 
ask,  why  was  this  proviso  in  the  contract?  Vvhy 
was  it  necessary  for  Virginia,  or  why  was  it  ne- 
cessary for  the  United  States,  by  this  ordinance, 
to  prevent  their  citizens  from  emigrating  with  their 
slaves  to  that  country  ?  Does  it  not  pre-suppose  a 
right  in  every  American  citizen  to  have  removed 
there  with  their  slaves,  had  it  not  been  for  this  or- 
dinance ?  It  certainly  does.  When  we  come  here- 
after to  speak  of  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  we 
shall  see  the  difi*erence  oetween  the  two  cases.  I 
shall  now  call  your  attention  to  the  only  remaining 
source  which  I  shall  notice,  from  which  gentlemen 
derive  the  power  to  restrict  Missouri ;  that  is,  they 
say,  to  be  louiid  in  the  first  clause  of  the  section 
last  mentioned,  '^New  States  may  be  admitted  by 
the  Congress  into  this  Union."  And  it  is  conceded 
that  this  clause  is  not  imperative,  but  that  Con- 
gress may  exercise  its  discretion,  whether  to  admit 
at  all,  or  upon  what  conditions  a  State  shall  be 
admitted.  It  will  not  be  denied  that,  when  Con- 
gress is  under  no  obligations  other  than  those  im- 
posed by  the  Constitution,  it  may  admit  or  reject 
a  State,  as  in  the  case  of  a  new  State  formed  out 
of  an  old  State,  where  there  has  been  no  contract 
either  express  or  implied,  between  Congress  and 
such  new  State,  as  to  its  admission.  But  I  deny 
that  Congress  can  impose  this  restriction,  or  any 
other,  upon  a  State,  as  a  condition  upon  which  it 
shall  be  admitted ;  but,  on  the  contrary.  I  think  I 
shall  be  able  to  show  clearly,  that  the  rramers  of 
the  Constitution  contemplated  new  States  coming 
into  this  Union,  with  or  without  this  description 
of  property,  as  the  case  might  be ;  and  to  do  this, 
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'    sir,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  third  clause  of 
'    the  second  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Con- 
'    stitntion.    It  is  in  these  word^ ;  "  Representa tires 
>    '  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among  the 
I    *  several  States  which  may  l>e  included  within  this 
'  Union,  according  to  their  respective  numbers, 
'  which  shall  be  determined  by  adding  to  the  whole 
'    ^  number  of  free  persons,  including  those  bound  to 
^  service  lor  a  term  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians 
I    '  not  taxed,  three>fif^hs  of  all  other  persons/'  What 
I    other  persons?    Slaves,  it  is  admitted.    But,  say 
gentlemen,  this  is  only  applicable  to  the  good  old 
thirteen  States,  and  not  to  new  States  or  Territo- 
ries. Well,  sir,  let  us  proceed  with  the  same  clause, 
and  see  what  further  is  to  be  done  within  '*  the 
several  States  which  may  be  included  within  this 
Union."    "  The  actual  enumeration  shall  be  made 
*  within  three  years  after  the  first  meeting  of  the 
'  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  withm  every 
*■  subsequent  term  of  ten  years,  in  such  manner  as 
'  they  shall  by  law  direct."    The  enumeration, 
within  every  subsequent  term  of  ten  years,  of  what 
States,  I  demand  to  know  ?    Of  the  good  old  thir- 
teen States?    I  suppose  so;  for^  most  assuredly, 
Mr.  Chairman,  if  tne  first  mentioned  part  of  the 
clause  only  relates  to  old  States,  the  latter  part 
cannot  relate  to  new  ones.     Then,  sir,  by  what 
authority  do  you  take  the  census  of  any  State 
which  has  been  admitted  into  this  Union  since  the 
formation  of  the  Constitution  ? 

This  is  a  dilemma  in  which  we  shall  always  be 
found,  when  we  attempt  to  exercise  powers  which 
have  been  retained  by  the  people.  But,  sir,  if, 
notwithstanding  what  has  been  stated,  it  be  yet 
contended  that  Congress  has  the  power  to  impose 
conditions  upon  Missouri,  let  us  see  whether,  by 
the  treaty  ot  1803,  by  wnich  Louisiana  was  ac- 
quired, the  right  to  impose  this  condition  has  not 
been  surrendered.  By  this  treaty  Louisiana  was 
ceded  to  the  United  States  in  full  sovereignty. 
There  was  no  condition  (as  in  the  case  of  the  ces- 
sion of  the  Northwestern  Territory)  that  slavery 
should  not  exist  there ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  by 
the  third  article  of  said  treaty  it  is  declared.  ''That 
'  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  in- 
'  corporated  in-  the  Union  of  the  United  States, 
'  and  admitted,  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the 
'  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  en- 
'  joyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immu- 
'  nities,  of  citizens  of  die  United  States ;  and,  in  the 
'  meantime,  they  shall  be  maintained  and  protected 
'  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property, 
'  and  the  religion  which  they  profess." 

Now,  sir,  it  is  a  fact,  which  cannot  be  denied, 
that  there  were  slaves  in  Louisiana  at  the  date  of 
this  treaty,  and  that  the  property  of  the  master  in 
his  slaves  nad  not  only  been  recognised  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  France,  but  by  the  Ctovemments  of 
Spain  and  England,  and  maintained  bv  each  of 
them.  Slaves,  then,  were  a  species  ol  property 
existing  in  the  eountoy  at  the  time  of  its  purchase ; 
and  can  any  man  suppose  that  the  contracting 
parties  were  ignorant  of  this  fact  ?  They  knew 
that  this  description  of  property  did  exist  there, 
and  with  this  knowledge  they  aid  agree  to  main- 
tain the  inhabitants  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their 


liberty,  property,  Ac.  They  are  to  be  admitted 
into  tne  Union  as  soon  as  possible.  And  when  is 
it  possible  to  admit  a  State  into  this  Union  ?  It 
certainly  is  possible  to  admit  a  State  without  this 
condition  ;  it  was  possible  long  since  to  admit  her ; 
and  we  have  not  done  it,  and  we  still  refuse  to  do 
it,  unless  she  will  agree  to  set  at  liberty  her  slaves. 
But,  say  gentlemen,  this  condition  which  we  pro- 
pose is  in  the  nature  of  a  compact  \  we  do  not,  say 
they,  attempt  to  set  at  liberty  her  slaves,  we  only 
say  to  her  that  this  is  the  condition  upon  whicn 
she  shall  come  into  the  Union.  It  amounts,  then, 
to  this :  we  have  made  one  contract  with  Mis- 
souri, which  is  found  In  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1802 ;  we  now  tell  her  that  we  do  not 
like  that  contract  much,  that  we  are  not  exactly 
willing  to  comply  with  it.  but  that,  if  she  will 
make  another  contract  witn  us^  we  will  fulfil  our 
first  mentioned  engagement.  Sir,  this  is  a  method 
of  fulfilling  contracts  which  cannot  be  understood 
by^  the  honest  and  unsophisticated  yeomanry  of 
Missouri,  or  of  any  other  country. 

But,  sir,  suppose  we  yield  to  gentlemen  the  Con- 
stitutional power — ^the  question  will  then  arise, 
ought  it  now,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  be 
exercised  ?  I  put  this  question  to  those  who  con- 
tend for  restriction.  Is  it  possible  for  vou  to  effect 
your  object  ?  Suppose  you  have  in  mis  House  a 
majority  of  votes — what  then  ?  Do  not  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  Senate  show  us  what  there  has  been  the 
fate  of  this  measure  ?  If  you  persevere  in  your 
present  course,  Maine  and  Missouri  must  both  sink. 
What  then  will  you  have  effected?  Will  you 
have  prevented,  as  you  propose  to  do,  the  exten- 
sion of  slavery  ?  No,  Missouri  will  still  be  left 
open  for  the  reception  of  slaves.  She  will  con- 
tinue rapidly  to  increase  every  description'  of  her 
population.  And  do  gentlemen  suppose  that  she 
IS  to  be  kept  in  a  state  of  vassalage  forever,  because 
she  will  not  submit  to  the  imperial  dictates  of  their 
consciences?  Sir,  we  have  been  asked,  during 
this  debate,  what  will  Missouri  do,  if  we  refuse  to 
admit  her ;  will  she  resist  the  Government  ?  Sir, 
gentlemen  ought  to  remember,  that,  although  Mis- 
souri be  an  in&nt,  she  reposes  upon  the  laps  of 
eleven  mothers.  And,  let  me  tell  you,  sir,  that,  if 
ever  Missouri  subscribes  to  this  humiliating  condi- 
tion, her  name  will  be  written  in  characters  of 
blood. 

Sir,  I  hope  Missouri,  let  her  fate  be  what  it  may, 
will  continue  to  act  (as  she  has  heretofore  done) 
with  moderation.  I  xnow,  sir,  that  she  will  not, 
driven  by  anger  or  despair,  appeal  to  the  last  re- 
sort of  men  Or  nations.  She  will  not,  she  cannot 
war  with  you.  But,  sir,  push  these  measures; 
convince  her  that  upon  this  condition  alone  can 
she  be  received,  ana,  with  all  the  calmness,  but 
with  all  the  majesty,  of  insulted  justice,  she  may 
tell  you  that  she  will  govern  herself.  Sir,  the  day 
will  come  when  the  people  of  this  country  will 
coolly  and  fairiy  investigate  this  question.  Then, 
sir,  will  be  demanded  ofiheir  representatives,  why 
for  naught  they  have  sacrificed  Maine  and  Mis^ 
souri  both.  Tnen,  sir,  will  you  be  required  to  lay 
your  finser  on  ^at  part  of  the  charter  of  the  lib- 
erties of  the  people  from  idiich  you  derive  this 
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power  Then,  sir,  shall  -we  be  asked,  if  we  can- 
not be  bound  bv  a  solemn  treaty,  by  what  we  can 
be  bound  ?  Tnen,  sir,  shall  we  be  reminded  that 
all  powers,  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by 
the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States, 
are  reserved  to  the  States,  respectively,  or  to  the 
people. 


Thursday,  February  24. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War^  enclosing  a  report  of 
the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  and  of  the  Com- 
missary Greneral  of  Subsistence,  in  relation  to  ''  the 
^  expense  of  furnishing  the  Army  with  rations  for 
^  one  year,  ending  on  the  14th  of  April,  1818,  ex- 
'  hibiting  the  average  cost  per  ration,  and  also  the 
'  average  cost  per  ration  lor  one  year,  under  the 
'  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  14th  of  April,  1818, 
'  entitled  ^An  act  to  regulate  the  staff  of  the 
^  Army,"  rendered  in  obedience  to  the  resolution 
of  this  House  of  the  17th  day  of  December  last ; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in 
obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  1st  of  March,  1819,  ^^  directing 
him  to  transmit  to  Congress,  at  an  ^rly  period 
in  the  next  session,  a  general  statement  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its 
offices,  similar  to  the  return  made  to  him  by  the 
bank;  and  a  statement  exhibiting,  as  nearly  as 
may  be  practicable,  the  amount  of  capital  invested 
in  the  aifierent  chartered  banks  in  the  several 
States,  and  the  District  of  Columbia ;  the  amount 
of  notes  issued  by  those  banks,  and  in  circulation ; 
the  public  and  private  deposites  in  them;  the 
amount  of  loans  and  discounts  made  by  them,  and 
remaining  unpaid ;  and  the  total  quantity  of  specie 
they  possess j  and  also  to  report  such  measures  as,  in 
bis  opinion,  may  be  expedient  to  procure  and  retain 
a  sumcient  quantity  of  gold  and  silver  coin  in  the 
United  States,  or  to  supply  a  circulating^  medium 
in  the  place  ot  specie,  adapted  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  country^  and  within  the  power  of  the  Grovem- 
ment ;"  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  a  bill  designating  the  ports 
within  whichj  only,  foreign  armed  vessels  shall  be 
permitted  to  enter;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  Muhheconnuck,  or 
Stockbridge  nation  of  Indians,  made  a  reiK>rt 
thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill,  confirming  the  title 
of  the  Mohiccan,  or  Stockbridge  nation  of  Indians, 
to  certain  lands ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Conmiittee  of  the  Whole  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  ad- 
ditional land  offices  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crawford,  it  was 

Reeohedj  That  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  entitled  *•  An  act  to  grant  t^ertaio  powers 
to  the  commiMUonen  of  pilotage  for  the  port  of  Darien, 
and  to  anthorixe  them  to  collect  tonnage  duty  on  Tea- 


sels/* be  referred  to  the  Gommittee  on  Coininerce,  ai 
that  paid  committee  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  4 
expediency  of  giving  the  consent  of  Congress  to  tl 
operation  of  said  act.  j 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Strother,  a  committee  wd 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  undie 
which  powder  and  lead  have  been  loaned  by  th 
War  Department,  or  by  any  officers  of  the  Unied 
States  Army,  to  certain  individuals,  and  into  tk 
causes  and  extent  of  delinquencies  in  the  Paymas- 
ter's and  Quartermaster's  departments,  and  thai 
they  be  authorized  to  teport  by  bill  or  otherwise; 
and  Messrs.  Strother,  Tracy,  Holmes,  Jones, of 
Tennessee,  and  Robertson,  were  appointed  the 
said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  the  Secretary  of  the 
War  Department  was  directed  to  communicate  to 
this  House  copies  of  any  agreements  which  mn 
have  been  made  with  the  firm  of  Stull  and  Wi- 
liams,  or  their  surety  or  sureties,  relative  to  the 
loan  to  the  said  Stull  and  Williams,  of  powder, 
by  the  War  Department,  or  the  repayment  there- 
of; and  also  to  inform  this  House  whether  any 
moneys,  and  what  sums,  hare  been  advanced  tc 
the  .said  Stull  and  Williams,  or  to  their  surety  or 
sureties,  on  any  contract  or  contracts  made  with 
them,  or  either  of  them,  relative  thereto ;  and  also 
to  state  the  funds  from  which  said  advances  hare 
been  made. 

CONTINGENT  EXPENSES  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  to  make  a  motion,  which, 
he  said,  he  should  very  much  prefer  to  have  made 
by  any  other  member  than  himself,  but  which  he 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  bring  forward ;  and  he 
trusted  that,  whatever  others  mieht  think^  or  how- 
ever others  mi^ht  act,  he  should  never  feel  a  dis- 
position to  shnnk  from  the  discharge  of  his  duty. 
It  was  impossible,  Mr.  R.  continuea,  for  any  man 
to  see  what  was  going  on  here— abuse  heaped  upoa 
abuse,  like  Pelion  upon  Ossa,  until  it  was  impos- 
sible to  tell  where  it  would  end — ^it  threatened  to 
reach  the  skies.  This  House,  he  said,  was  emphat- 
ically intrusted  with  the  purse-strings  of  the  na- 
tion. He  hoped  it  would  not  prove  to  be  the  case 
that  the  people  had,  according  to  a  well  known 
maxim  ol  law,  trusted  the  lamb  to  the  custody  of 
the  wolf.  He  had  said  that  this  House  was  in- 
trusted with  the  purse-stringrs  of  the  nation  ;  and 
it  behooved  it,  as  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation, 
also,  to  inquire  into  abuses  of  every  description, 
but  first,  to  pluck  the  beam  from  its  own  eye,  be- 
fore it  attempted  to  take  out  the  mote  from  its 
brother's  eye.  It  had  been  his  misfortune,  Mr.  R. 
said,  especiaUy  since  the  agitation  of  this  Missouri 
question,  not  to  be  "  able  to  sleep  o'nighto,"  and  he 
consequently  often  ^ose  before  daybreak.  These 
early  risings  had  been  the  means  of  putting  him  on 
the  scent — ^he  was  not  sure  of  the  true  game — ^but  of 
somethinff  like  peculation  or  abuses,  in  a  very  small 
way,  in  the  contingent  expenses  of  this  House.  It 
behooves  us,  said  Mr.  R.,  as  the  ^ardians  of  this 
ifuperium  in  imperio,  if  we  are  arraigned  at  the  pub- 
lic bar — ^much  more  if  we  arraign  others — that  we 
appear  with  clean  hands — ^that  there  be  no  blot  or 
stain  upon  them.    In  the  course  of  my  lucubia- 
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tions,  I  have  sotnetimes  started  a  qaestion  which, 
although  we  may  approximate  to  the  truth,  is  as 
impossible  to  be  ascertained  as  the  quadrature  of 
the  circle,  and  will,  no  doubt,  be  discovered  with 
the  solution  of  that  opprobrium  of  geometry,  with 
the  philosopher's  stone,  the  perpetual  motion,  or 
the  grand  arcanum — tne  dianr  vUcs  itself— when 
men  shall  quaff  immortality  and  joy-~or  rather 
misery — for  death,  sir,  with  all  his  terrors,  is  our 
hest  friend,  if  we  know  how  to  use  life,  and  comes 
to  deliver  us  from  the  vexation  and  strife  of  this 
trumpery  world.    I  have,  continued  Mr.  R.,  en- 
deavored to  ascertain  the  pay  of  a  member  of  Con- 
gress ;  but,  with  all  the  meansi  I  have  used,  it  has 
eluded  my  search,  and  will  continue  so  to  do,  I 
have  no  doubt,  to  the  end.    Those  who  write  cir- 
cular letters,  and  keep  up  a  voluminous  correspon- 
dence, and  those  who  receive  more  letters  than 
others  receive,  through  the  privilege  of  franking 
and  stationery^  a  greater  compensation  than  others. 
He  would  mention  one  fact  to  show  how  it  is  the 
nature  of  abuise  to  grow  on  what  it  feeds  on — and 
it  may  be  ominous ;  it  may  '^  cut  love" — ^they  had 
made  him,  for  the  first  time  in  twenty  years,  a 
present,  at  this  session,  of  a  knife ;  and  he  oelieved 
he  should  carry  it  home  as  a  spoUa  opima^  and 
hand  it  down  as  a  trophy  of  his  public  service  of 
some  twenty  years,  nearly  fourteen  of  which — 
just  double  the  time,  Mr.  R.  said,  that  Jacob  had 
served  for  Rachel — ^had  been  spent  in  opposition 
to  what  is  called  Government — ^for  he  commenced 
his  political  apprenticeship  in  the  ranks  of  oppo- 
sition ;  and,  could  he  add  fourteen  more  to  them, 
he  supposed  some  political  Laban  would  double 
his  servitude,  and  condemn  him  to  toil  in  the  bar- 
ren field  of  opposition ;  for  he  despaired  of  seeing 
any  man  elected  President  whose  conduct  he  should 
entirely  approve — ^he  should  never  be  iu  favor  at 
Court,  as  he  had,  somehow,  as  great  an  alacrity  at 
gettinff  into  a  minority  as  honest  Jack  Falslaff  had 
at  sinxing.    It  was,  perhaps,  the  place  he  was  best 
fitted  for,  Mr.  R.,  said,  as  he  had  not  strength 
to  encounter  die  details  and  drudgerj  of  business ; 
habit  had  rendered  it  familiar  to  him  ;  and,  after 
all,  it  was  not  without  its  sweets  as  well  as  its  bit- 
ters, since  it  involved  the  glorious  privilege  of  find- 
ing fault-M>ne  very  dear  to  the  depraved  condition 
of  poor  human  nature. 

dut  in  relation  to  the  contingent  fund  of  this 
House,  said  Mr.  R.,  when  he  had  the  honor  of  be- 
longing to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
they  were  so  incessantly  pestered  with  accounts 
for  candles,  and  wood,  and  molasses,  and  water, 
and  what  not,  that  at  last,  at  his  suggestion,  a 
committee  was  raised  expressly  to  audit  and  set- 
tle the  accounts  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  this 
House.    People  were  constantly  coming  to  that 
committee  and  complaining  that  they  could,  not 
get  paid,  although  the  clerk  showed  their  receipts 
in  full.    They  were  asked  how  was  this?    And 
were  answered  by  these  men,  that  they  were  oblig- 
ed to  give  receipts  in  full  to  the  clerk,  before  they 
ooald  get  their  contracts,  and  then  he  would  not 
pay  them,  it  being  a  personal  engagement  of  his 
own.  They  were  told  by  the  committee  that  it  was 
an  afiair  between  themselves  and  the  clerk — that 


they  had  bought  the  contracts  by  letting  the  clerk 
have  the  use  of  their  money,  and  that  if  their 
sweet  turned  out  sour,  they  must  make  the  best  of  a 
bargain  creditable  to  neither  party,  and  made  at 
our  as  well  as  their  expense.  Whether  or  not 
they  ever  got  paid,  Mr.  R.  did  not  know.  He 
knew  that  that  clerk  was  a  public  defaulter,  and 
he  was  not  sure  the  balance  due  by  him  had  been 
paid.  Mr.  R.  cast  no  imputation  on  the  present 
clerk.  The  abuse  to  which  he  referred,  was  not 
under  his  control.  Mr.  R.  then  read  the  resolu- 
tion, as  follows : 

Hesohedf  That  the  Clerk  do  prepare  and  lay  before 
thin  House,  a  statement  of  the  annual  amount  of  the 
contingent  expenses  thereof*  from  the  commeneement 
of  the  present  Goverument,  to  the  30th  of  November 
last ;  clittinguitfhing  the  ezpenee  of  stationery,  print- 
ing, fuel,  lights,  furniture,  attendants,  and  their  assis* 
tants ;  with  a  statement  of  the  amount  and  nature  of 
the  perquisites  of  each* 

Mr.  R.  wished  the  accounts  of  the  present  ses- 
sion kept  seiMirate,  for  they  would,  he  thought,  con- 
stitute a  curiosity,  a  volume  in  themselves.  This, 
it  would  be  observed,  was  not  a  joint  resolution. 
He  deemed  too  reverently  of  the  honor  of  the  other 
body,  and  knew  too  well  what  was  due  to  comity 
and  courtesy  between  the  two  Houses,  to  meddle 
with  their  afiairs.  Let  them  manage  their  affiurs 
in  their  own  way.  said  Mr.  R.:  it  is  a  maxim  very 
dear  to  me  on  other  subjects,  [meaning  the  Mis- 
souri question,  it  was  understood]  as.  well  as  this. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  Missouri  bill — 
Mr.  Fuller,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Chairman,  since  the  establishment  of  our 
Constitution,  a  more  interestixig  subject  than  the 
question  now  before  the  Committee  has  never  been 
debated  in  the  Legislature  of  the  nation.  T  he  inter- 
ests and  character  of  our  country  may  be  involved 
in  the  issue  ''whether  a  new  State,  beyond  the  orig- 
inal limits  of  the  United  States  and  their  depen- 
dent Territories,  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union, 
without  providing  by  her  constitution,  and  as  a  con- 
dition precedent^  that  the  further  introduction  of 
slavery  shall  be  forever  prohibited  ?"  It  is  in  vain, 
sir,  that  gentlemen  would  confine  the  discussion  of 
such  a  question  as  this  to  the  hall  of  legislation.  It 
is  vain  to  attempt  to  stifle  the  public  feeling  and  the 
public  voice.  The  freemen  of  our  country  can  never 
DC  insensible,  when  the  rights  of  a  numerous  por- 
tion of  their  fellow-^jreatures,  natives  of  the  seme 
soil,  are  in  controversy;  they  will  never  be  silent, 
when  the  victims  of  oppression  require  an  advo- 
catie.  Instead  of  censure,  which  some  ffentlemen 
have  so  lavishly  bestowed  on  the  press  mr  its  wide 
diffusion  of  the  public  opinion,  I  rejoice  that  such 
an  organ  exists,  which  inspires  and  communicates, 
with  the  rapidity  of  lightning,  a  simultaneous  sen- 
timent in  various  and  remote  sections  of  our  coun- 
try. Public  opinion,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  r^ 
sovereignty  of  the  people.  This  is  the  potent  talis- 
man wnicn  must  forever  hold  in  check  the  pro- 
jects of  intriguers,  and  arrest  the  enterprises  of  am- 
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bition.  The  unprincipled  sycophant,  who  would 
willingly  enlist  himself  under  the  banner  of  power 
and  patronage,  cannot  forget  that  he  is  amenable 
to  this  tribunal.  He  dares  not  encounter  the  con- 
tempt and  odium  of  an  enlightened  public,  and 
reluctantly  does  his  duty.  Nor  is  it  unimportant 
to  remark,  that,  without  such  a  salutary  influence 
of  the  people,  through  the  primary  assemblies,  their 
petitions,  and  the  press,  as  well  as  by  the  frequent 
recurrence  of  the  election  of  their  rulers,  neither 
our  Constitution  nor  any  free  GoTernment  could 
long  exist.  The  intelligent  and  patriotic  states- 
men who  framed  our  great  national  compact  were 
fully  sensible  of  this.  The  electiye  franchise  is 
the  piTot  on  which  the  instrument  turns^  and  the 
liberty  of  the  press  and  the  right  of  petition  are 
strongly  guarded.  Surely,  then,  the  gentlemen 
who  complain  that  the  ^  press  groans  with  pam- 
phlets," and  that  '^  towns,  cities,  and  eren  obscure 
villages,  teem  with  politicians,"  who  are  *'  load- 
ing our  table  with  menx>rials,  petitions,  and  re- 
monstrances," have  no  reason  to  consider  legisla- 
tive rights  as  invaded.  It  is  even  to  be  hoped, 
that  those  who  disregard  the  wishes  of  their  con- 
stituents will  at  least  condescend  to  listen  to  their 
reasons.  And  let  it  be  remembered  that  many  of 
these  memorials  emanate  from  statesmen  by  no 
means  inferior  to  the  members  of  this  j>t  any  other 
leffislative  body. 

But,  sir,  it  is  not  merely  the  American  public 
that  takes  co^izance  of,  and  will  pass  judgment 
upon  our  decision  of  the  present  controversy.  All 
Europe,  the  whole  civilized  world, are  spectators  of 
the  scene.  Our  Declaration  of  Independence,  our 
Revolution,  our  State  institutions,  and,  above  all, 
the  great  principles  of  our  Federal  Constitution, 
are  arrayed  on  one  side,  and  our  legislative  acts 
and  national  measures,  tne  practical  specification 
of  our  real  principles  and  character,  on  the  other. 
If  we  proclaim  tne  glorious  truth,  that  '^  all  men 
are  born  free  and  equaP^  in  our  constitutions,  and, 
while  acting  under  them,  for^e  the  chains  of  mil- 
lions of  our  unoffending  species,  can  wq  expect  to 
escape  derision  and  contempt?  Despots  and  their 
minions  may  justly  despise,  while  the  wise  and 
good  of  every  nation  must  pity  our  infatuation,  or 
execrate  our  hypocrisy. 

Some  gentlemen  nave  affected  to  treat  these 
memorials  as  the  ebullitions  of  passion ;  of  unen- 
lightened mobs,  wrought  up  to  an^ry  hostility 
against  the  Southern  States.  Nothing  is  more 
unfounded.  The  materials  of  which  mobs  are 
created  are  not  to  be  found  in  those  parts  of  the 
Union  from  whence  these  memorials  come.  B  ven 
in  times  of  national  distress,  assemblages  of  the 
most  suffering  classes,  thougn  zealous,  and  some- 
times tumultuous,  are  never  outrageous.  Their 
keenest  resentment  can  sddom  be  hurried,  by  cun- 
ning and  misrepresentation,  into  violation  of  law. 
On  the  present  occasion,  their  proceeding  were 
generally^  as  cool  and  dispassionate  as  their  Rep- 
resentatives can  exhibit  on  this  floor.  The  Legis- 
latnres  themselves,  in  many  of  the  States,  with  the 
usual  deliberation  of  such  bodies,  passed  resolu- 
tions of  similar  import.  And,  so  far  from  hostility 
to  the  South,  havmg  any  share  in  those  proceed- 


ings, it  will  be  found  that  sentiments  of  respect  for 
the  Southern  States,  and  a  strong  explicit  recogni- 
tion of  their  Constitutional  rignts  to  hold  their 
slaves,  subject  only  to  their  State  regulations,  are 
fully  and  clearly  avowed. 

In  determining  on  the  right  of  Congress,  by  the 
Constitution,  to  require  the  restriction  of  slavery 
as  a  condition  on  which  a  new  State  shall  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  it  may  be  useful  to  consider 
the  general  objects  oi  the  union  or  confederation 
of  the  States ;  and  the  Constitution,  as  the  instru- 
ment, by  which  those  objects  were  to  be  effected. 
To  preserve  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  io 
all  tneir  rights  against  foreign  and  domestic  vio- 
lence, was  the  general  object ;  to  all  this  its  pro- 
visions were  intended  to  l!e  subservient.     The  in- 
terpretation of  any  section  or  clause  must  always 
keep  this  paramount  purpose  in  view.    The  muni- 
cipal concerns  of  the  particular  States  were  to  be 
regulated  by  themselves  so  far  as  should  be  com- 
patible with  the  exercise  of  the  powers  conferred 
on  the  National  Government.    As  a  general  line 
of  demarcation,  it  may  be  sufficient  to  say,  that 
the  General  Government  have  the  direction  of  the 
exUmal,  and  the  States  of  the  internal,  regulatioDs. 
It  is  obvious,  however,  that  the  faithful  and  effec- 
tual performanceof  the  high  duties  assigned  to  the 
Federal  Government,  must  often  require  the  exer- 
cise of  important  functions  within  the  limits  of  the 
particular  States;  such  as  laying  and  colleeting 
taxes  and  duties,  levying  armies,  establishing  roads 
and  other  communications  with  the  frontier,  essen- 
tial to  defence  against  invasion.    The  power  to 
admit  new  States,  given  to  Congress  by  the  third 
section  of  the  fourth  article,  whether  it  related  to 
those  which  might  be  formed  by  dismemberment 
of  the  original  States,  or  to  those  to  be  formed  in 
territories,  could  not  but  include  a  power  and  a 
duty  in  Congress  to  ascertain  whether  the  proposed 
State  posseted  the  character  and  interior  qualities, 
which  should  entitle  her  to  admission.     The  power 
to  ascertain  and  determine  could  not  impiy  less 
than  a  power  to  refuse,  in  case  the  requisite  charac- 
ter and  qualities  were  wanting,    if  this  be  estab- 
lished, though  I  am  aware  it  has  been  often  denied, 
but,  as  I  think,  with  little  plausibility,  it  is  unne- 
cessary to  explore  the  other  articles  of  the  Consti- 
tution on  the  present  occasion.    Our  only  inquiry 
then  is,  whether  a  system  of  interior  regulation  in 
the  proposed  State,  by  which  slaves  are  to  be  ad- 
mitted and  indefinitely  multiplied,  is  of  such  an 
objectionable  character,  as  to  warrant  a  refusal  by 
Congress  to  admit  j  or  what  is  exactly  equivalent, 
to  announce,  as  an  indispensable  condition  of  being 
admitted,  that  the  new  State  must  provide  by  her 
Constitution  against  the  further  extension  of  the 
offensive  system.    Our  opponents  seem  to  admit 
these  principles  in  part ;  but  to  confine  the  atten- 
tion of  Confess  to  the  population,  and  so  far  only 
to  the  constitution  of  the  candidate  for  admission, 
as  to  see  that  it  is  republican.    Even  from  this 
concession  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  show,  that 
enough  is  admitted  to  authorize  the  restriction  of 
slavery  by  the  Constitution,  as  nothing  is  more 
easily  demonstrated,  than  that  the  establishment 
of  slavery  is  a  direct  violation  of  the  very  first  prin- 
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cipleof  repuUicaQgOTernment — ^politicAl  equality. 
Some  of  the  adversaries  of  restriction  have  said, 
that,  if  CoDgress  possess  the  right  to  inhibit  shivery 
from  the  new  States,  why  require  their  consent  to 
the  measure?  We  ought,  say^  they,  to  enact  at 
once  the  prohibition,  and  our  asking  their  consent 
is  an  acknowledgment  that  we  have  no  right  to  en- 
force it.  WhiU  they  remain  territories,  I  would 
reply,  we  may  prohibit  slavery  by  an  act  of  legis- 
lation; our  power  being  equivalent,  by  the  third 
section,  fourth  article,  to  that  of  the  State  Legisla- 
tures within  their  respective  jurisdiction.  This 
power,  however,  on  their  becoming  States,  would 
be  transferred  to  their  own  l^islatures,  unless  re- 
strained by  a  fundamental  article  of  their  constitu- 
tions, founded  on  ccHnnact.  This  is  the  only  way 
in  which  the  National  Qovemmeat  can  insure  a 
continuance  of  the  prohibition. 

Individual  States  are  not  restricted  by  the  Con- 
stitution from  making  treaties  or  compacts  with 
the  General  Government,  though  they  are  so  re- 
stricted as  to  foreign  nations,  aiM  abo  without  the 
consent  of  Congress  for  making  such  compaets 
with  each  other.  The  act  of  Congress  itself  im- 
parts to  the  territory,  whidi  is  proposed  to  be  made 
a  State,  a  sort  of  corporate  existence^  by  which  it 
is  enaUed  to  choose  delegates  for  a  convention,  to 
form  a  constitution,  and  to  perform  all  the  acts  of 
individuality  necessary  to  a  consummation  of  the 
objec  t.  Among  those  acts  is  the  making  of  funda- 
mental compacts,  and  epgraAing  them  upon  its 
Constitution.  An  instance  of  this  sort  is  the  agree- 
ment of  most  of  the  new  States,  stipulated  in  their 
several  constitutions,  to  exempt  the  lands  of  the 
United  States,  within  their  limits,  from  taxation. 
By  the  same  authority  they  may  stipulate  to  ex- 
clude slavery,  and  any  other  reasonable  condition. 
The  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  accord- 
ittf^ly,  stipulated,  to  prohibit  slavery,  in  compliance 
with  the  famous  ordinance  of  13th  July,  1787,  an 
ordinance  which  alone  will  consecrate  to  posterity 
the  virtuous  and  enlightened  members  of  the  last 
Congress  under  the  old  Confederation.  It  was 
not  uie  venerable  individuals  who  composed  that 
body,  but  the  ifeeble  powers  of  the  svstem  under 
which  they  were  constituted,  which  nad  lost  the 
confidence  of  the  nation. 

In  sumxKing  the  contrary,  the  gentleman  from 
South  Cfarc^a  (Mr.  Pincknby)  must  allow  me 
to  differ  from  him.  He  will  find  the  names  of 
thpse  patriots  foremost  in  the  service  aii4  oonfi- 
deace  of  their  country  for  many  years  after  the 
period  in  question,  and,  indeed,  during  the  remain- 
der of  theut  active  lives.  The  admissioiLof  a  new 
State  iato  the  Union  is  no  act  of  l^slation^  but  a 
compact  merely.  The  parties  are,  Congress,  in  be- 
half of  the  United  States,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
new  State  on  the  other.  The  compact  contains 
the  stipulation  of  the  latter  to  support  the  burdens, 
and  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  memyber  of  the 
political  family ;  and  of  the  former  to  admit  her 
to  share  the  legislative  power  and  the.common 
protection.  The  Federal  Constitution  Jtself  was 
merely  a  compact  between  the  thirteen  original 
members  of  the  Union. 

It  has  been  eamesUy  contended,  however,  that, 


when  the  word  State  is  used  in  the  Constitution, 
it  has  a  well  defined  meaning,  and  that  a  body 
politic,  possessing  other  powers  and  attributes, 
whether  more  or  less,  cannot  be  called  a  State  in 
that  instrument;  and  another  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.  (Mr.  Lownues.)  has  endeavored 
to  show,  that,  it  Congress  should  admit  into  the 
Union  a  body  politic,  possessing  powers  or  attri- 
butes different  from  those  possessed  by  the  original 
States,  it  would  be  an  assumption  of  power  not  con- 
ferred by  the  Constitution.  The  power  to  admit 
States,  given  by  the  section  above-mentioned, 
means,  he  argues,  toladmit  other  bodies  politic  with 
political  powers  exactly  coimnensurate  with  those 
of  the  States  then  existing,  and  consequentlv,  to 
admit  other  and  different  bodies  politic,  must  be  a 
usurpation.  Hence,  he  proceeded  to  show  that 
such  an  innovation  might  lead  to  the  most  danfu- 
ous  consequences ;  to  compromises  and  conditions 
on  the  part  of  the  new  States,  which  might  keep 
them  in  a  state  of  vassalage  ana  dependence  on  the 
General  Government,  and  make  them  ready  in* 
struments  to  subjugate  and  oppiesa  the  original 
members  of  the  Coiuederacy.  Such  consequences 
may,  indeed,  excite  alarm,  but  they  are  utterly 
chimerical. 

The  authority  of  the  General  Government  over 
the  Territories,  while  they  remain  such,  is  very  ex- 
tensive ;  "  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
respecting  them,  '^comprehending  legislative  and 
executive  jurisdiction.  Astheseterritones  can  never 
demand  admission  into  the  Union  as  of  right,  it  is 
apparent  that  any  approximation  by  them  towards 
the  full  enjoyment  of  the  attributes  and  powers 
of  the  original  States,  must  diminish  the  danger 
of  their  becoming  instruments  of  ambition  or  ty- 
ranny in  the  hands  of  the  General  Government. 
And,  if  Congress  have  discretionary  power  to  con- 
tinue them  in  their  territorial  and  dependent  condi- 
tion, or  to  admit  them  as  a  States,  with  all  the  rights 
and  attributes,  it  would  be  extraordinary  if  this 
full  consummation  of  rights  as  States  could  not  be 
attained  by  dearees,  but  must,  of  necessity,  be  the 
effect  of  a  single  act.  And,  unless  it  is  contended 
that  the  expression,  Congress  <<  may  admit,"  means 
Congress  snail  admit,  by  which  all  discretion  is 
taken  away,  and  the  power  of  admission  a  mere 
mockery,  it  must  be  conceded,  that  the  Territories 
are  to  remain  such,  until  Congress  shall  consider 
a  chaitfe  of  their  condition  consistent  with  the 
spirit  of  the  oriji^inal  confederacy,  and  the  well 
bdi^^  of  the  existing  States.  The  gradual  adr 
vancement  of  jthe  Territorieato  the  condition  of  the 
(ffiginal  States,  is  not  only  prudent  and  reason- 
able, but  has  been  the  common  mode  in  regard  to 
theoQu  They  are  first  invested  with  powers  of  local 
legislation,  subject  always  to  the  revision  of  Con- 
gress; a  revision'  not  unfrequeatlv  exercised,  and 
Uius  thev  are  trained  to  a  knpwleofle  of  the  func- 
tions or  independent  members  of  the  national 

family. 

The  last  mentioned  gentleman  has  eamestl]^  con* 
tended  that,  as  the  original  States  are  all  politicailv 
equal,  so  the  new  States  already  admitted,  and  all 
'hereafter  to  be  admitted,  must  necessarily  be  so; 
that  the  inequality  of  the  political  rights  of  any 
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State  with  her  sister  States,  must  disturb  the  balance 
of  the  Constitution,  and  endanger  the  existence  of 
the  Union.  To  this  objection,  somewhat  differ- 
ently stated,  I  have  already  attempted  to  reply,  by 
showing  that  the  Constitution  contemplated  the 
existence  of  territories^  whose  continuance  as  such 
must  depend  on  the  discretion  of  Congress,  in  the 
sound  exercise  of  their  legitimate  powers.  But 
let  us  approach  the  argument  more  nearly,  and  see 
how  far  this  political  equality  of  the  States  is  es- 
sential to  our  national  Union ;  how  far,  in  that 
view,  it  is  established  by  the  Constitution  itself, 
and  has  been  maintained  in  admitting  new  States. 

The  population,  wealth,  and  physical  advan- 
tages off^ome  States,  are  very  far  superior  to  those 
01  others.  The  civil  institutions,  the  system  of 
education^  and  the  moral  character  and  habits  of 
industry  in  some  States,  give  them  a  decisive 
superiority  in  those  respects ;  all  which  create  an 
actual  and  unavoidable  inequality  amon^  the  sev- 
eral members  of  the  Union,  which  no  theoretical 
principle  of  equal  political  rights  established  by 
the  Constitution,  if  it  were  even  attempted,  could 
effectually  counteract.  Thus^  the  Southern  States 
possess  the  great  staples  of  agriculture ;  the  Eastern 
and  Middle  are  distinguished  by  their  industry 
and  commercial  enterprise,  and  by  their  civil  and 
literary  institutions ;  while  the  States  in  the  West 
possess,  in  different  decrees,  all  these  advantages. 
In  the  event  of  internsu  dissensions,  and  of  actual 
hostility,  between  the  different  sections  of  our 
country,  these  physical  and  moral  inequalities, 
and  not  an  imagmary  or  real  difference  in  the 
rights  of  the  several  States  under  the  Constitution, 
would  lead  to  fatal  consequences,  and  endanger 
our  existence  as  a  free  and  united  people.  In 
truth,  the  political  equality  of  the  States  is  no 
where  preserved,  since  the  old  confederation  ex- 
pired, but  in  the  Senate.  In  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  the  difference  between  the  largest 
and  smallest  States,  is  more  than  twenty  to  one. 
Even  the  principle  itself,  which  is  the  basis  of 
representation  in  that  branch,  is  clearly  unequal, 
and  was  at  the  time  when  the  Constitution  was 
established.  In  many  of  the  States,  the  black 
population  was,  at  that  time,  in  a  condition  of 
slavery  \  in  others  slavery  was  not  tolerated ;  now 
slaves  are  either  persons  or  property ;  if  the  former, 
then  the  States  which  contained  them  were  enti- 
tled to  include  them  in  their  census,  and  to  send 
representatives  to  Congress  in  proportion  to  their 
wnole  number.  On  the  other  hand,  if  slaves, 
having  no  political,  rights-  or  influence  in  the 
States,  are  mere  property,  the  States  ought  not  to 
send  any  representatives  whatever,  in  consequence 
of  possessing  any  amount  of  sucn  a  commodity. 
I  do  not  mention  this  for  the  purpose  of  complaint, 
but  merely  to  show  that  a  fundamental  principle 
of  political  inequality  is  to  be  found  in  the  Con- 
stitution Itself,  by  which  the  slaveholding  States 
have  either  twenty-five  representatives  too  many, 
or  about  sixteen  too  few.  The  gentlemen  may 
choose  either  branch  of  the  dilemma. 

But,  sir,  I  cannot  forbear  expressing  my  surprise, 
that  the  honorable  gentleman,  and  several  others, 
who  have  insisted  on  the  same  argument,  shoola 


have  shut  their  eyes  on  the  palpable  fact,  that  all 
the  new  States  admitted  smce  the  Constitution 
was  formed,  have  been  required  to  establish  a 
fundamental  article  in  their  several  constitutions, 
which  not  merely  abridges,  but  absolutely  mutil- 
ates their  sovereignty.  In  all  the  thirteen  orig^lnal 
States  the  vacant  lands  within  their  limits  w^ere 
the  property  of  the  States,  respectively;  in  the 
new  States,  all  lands  are  retained  in  fee  simple,  as 
the  property  of  the  United  States ;  and  each  State 
expressly  stipulates  and  provides,  by  its  constitu- 
tion, never  to  levy  any  tax  on  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  within  its  limits,  until  five  years 
after  it  shall  be  alienated.  If  any  attribute  or  sov- 
ereign power  is  more  precious  than  all  others,  it 
is  the  right  of  taxation  ;  of  providing  means  for 
the  support  of  Grovemment ;  for  internal  improve- 
ment, and  external  protection.  Yet  this  conces- 
sion nas  invariably  been  required  on  the  one  part, 
and  yielded  on  the  other ;  nor  has  the  vigilance 
of  the  guardians  of  State  rights,  and  of  the  politi- 
cal equality  and  sovereignty  of  the  States,  ever 
sounded  the  alarm  for  this  gigantic  usurpation. 
Let  these  gentlemen,  too.  who  treat  this  right  of 
taxation  as  a  matter  of  slight  concern,  reflect  for 
a  moment  on  the  power '^it  gives  to  the  National 
Government,  to  raise  up  witnin  the  limits  of  any 
or  all  the  new  States,  an  adverse  influence,  capa- 
ble of  controlling  their  measures.  These  lands,  so 
held,  in  the  bosom  of  the  new  States,  in  most  in- 
stances, constitute  above  three-fourths  of  their 
territory.  Tne  National  Government,  instead 
of  selling  them  in  the  market,  as  it  has  hitherto 
done,  may  ffive  leases  for  ninety-nine,  or  nine 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  years,  either  of  which 
would  produce  as  high  a  price  as  the  alienation  of 
the  fee  itself.  They  would  in  that  case,  however, 
remain  still  the  property  of  the  United  States,  ana 
consequently,  by  the  articles  of  a^eement  between 
the  United  States  and  the  new  States,  and  by  the 
constitution  of  the  latter,  they  could  never  be  taxed 
by  the  State.  The  burdens  of  the  taxation  must, 
in  that  case,  fall  on  the  other  portion  of  the  citi- 
zens, and  the  tenants  and  lessees  of  the  United 
States  would  be  exempted.  Does  not  the  exist- 
ence of  such  a  power  in  the  United  States  impair 
the  sovereign  authority  of  the  new  States,  and, 
therefore,  produce  on  their  part  'Apolitical  inequal- 
ity," a  vast  inferiority  ?  That  the  National  Gov- 
ernment may  probably  never  abuse  the  power,  and 
may  even  employ  it  with  a  paternal  view  to  the  wel- 
fare of  new  States  themselves,  as  well  as  for  the 
advantage  of  the  United  States,  has  no  tendency 
to  weaken  the  force  of  the  argument  It  is  proba- 
ble, however,  that  the  United  States  will  not,  for 
many  yeanL  or  perhaps  for  centuries,  alienate  all 
the  national  domains  in  the  new  States,  and  such 
as  are  not  alienated  must  be  exempted  from 
taxation. 

The  right  of  taxation,  I  have  already  remarked, 
is  one  of  the  indisputable  attributes  of  a  sovereign 
Power.  Of  those  retained  by  the  States  from  the 
National  Government,  scarcely  one  is  more  indb- 
pensable  to  their  existence,  as  bodies  politic.  Gen- 
tlemen who  are  so  iealous,  when  the  least  approach 
is  made,  tluit  may  bring  the  nation  in  contact  with 
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the  bulwarks  of  State  sovereignty,  ou^ht  surely 
to  admit,  that  a  State,  which  is  interdicted  from 
touching,  for  public  purposesiL  one  half  the  territory 
within  her  limits,  is  shorn  of  half  her  beams.  In- 
stead of  this,  however^  they  seem  to  consider  it  a 
trifling  restriction,  while  the  restriction  of  slavery, 
now  proposed  to  Missouri,  as  the  condition  of  her 
becoming  a  State,  is  an  all-devouring  monster, 
which  is  to  swallow  up  the  liberties  of  a  continent ! 
The  ri^ht  of  legitimate  taxation  is  nothing;  the 
right  ot  establishine  and  perpetuating  slavery  is 
every  thing — the  dearest  of  all  rights ;  without 
which,  a  new  State  is  degraded  to  vassalage,  un- 
worthy to  hold  her  lofty  station  in  this  confederated 
empire ! 

And  how  does  it  appear  that  the  right  to  estab- 
lish slavery  is  an  attribute  of  sovereignty  ?  Whence 
is  it  derived,  and  how  is  it  proved  T  A  nation  pos- 
sessing sovereifi;n  power  is  not  amenable  to  any 
human  tribunal  for  its  acts,  in  relation  to  its  own 
citizens  or  subjects ;  but  it  does  not  follow  from 
thence,  that  it  has  a  legitimate  right,  though  it  has 
the  power,  to  do  iustice.]|^  It  cannot  take  the  prop- 
erty of  one,  and  bestow  it  arbitrarily  on  another ; 
it  cannot  punish  the  innocent,  or  deprive  them  of 
their  property  or  liberty.  It  a  sovereign  State 
were  to  establish  the  condition  of  slavery,  it  must 
do  it  by  the  grossest  usurpation ;  and  it  might  as 
well  fix  on  any  other  distmction  between  the  free- 
man and  the  slave,  as  that  of  color.  A  difference 
of  stature,  or  of  strength,  would  be  much  more 
natural.  No  gentleman,  that  I  have  heard,  has 
denied  that  slavery  was  an  usurpation  as  well  as 
an  evil ;  and  yet  it  is  contended  that  we  have  no 
right  to  require  the  Stfite  of  Missouri  to  prevent 
its  further  existence  there. 

A  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  spoke  early  in 
the  debate,  asserted,  that  the  question  was  not^ 
whether  slavery  was  an  evil,  or  whether  it  was 
within  the  legitimate  exercise  of  sovereisptjr  to 
establish  it;  but,  whether  the  other  States,  Virginia 
for  instance,  not  being  prohibited  from  acting  free- 
ly to  establish  or  abolish  it,  the  State  of  Missouri, 
and  other  new  States,  could  be  restricted  or  con- 
trolled in  relation  to  it  Virginia,  said  he,  and 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  other  original  States,  ex- 
ercised their  sovereign  right  to  judge  whether  the 
establishment  of  the  condition  of  slavery  was  an 
attribute  of  sovereignty  or  not :  therefore  Missouri 
cannot^  without  usurpation,  oe  deprived  of  the 
same  right.  The  ar^ment  from  tne  power  per- 
mitted to  the  original  States,  being  founded  on 
the  dogma  that  the  new  States  must  have  the 
same  powers,  has  been  already  proved  to  be  falla- 
cious, and  the  restriction  of  taxes  upon  the  public 
lands  has  been  adduced  as  a  refutation  in  practice. 
But,  as  the  gentleman  last  alluded  to  placed  sreat 
stress  on  this  refined  argument,  and  exerted  his 
ingenuity  to  show  that  the  **  terms  and  conditions" 
prescribed  by  Virginia,  and  agreed  to  by  Kentucky, 
as  the  price  of  her  admission  into  the  Union,  dia 
not  impair  the  sovereign  rights  of  either,  I  shall 
devote  a  moment's  attention  to  prove,  that  those 
^  terms  and  conditions"  did.  in  fact^  restrict  both 
Virginia  and  Kentucky  in  tne  exercise  of  an  attri- 
bute of  sovereign  power  much  more  clear  than 

16th  Coif«  l8t  SfiS8.-^7 


the  right  of  establishing  slavery.  Passing  over 
the  stipulations  in  relation  to  taxing  the  lands  of 
non-reitidents,  I  shall  confine  my  observations  to 
the  seventh  condition,  which  provides,  that  the 
navi^tion  of  the  river  Ohio  shall  be  free  to  all 
the  citizens  of  the  two  States,  and  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  river  shall 
be  concurrent  only  with  the  States  on  the  opposite 
shore.  Now.  it  may  be  said,  that  the  navigation 
of  the  river  oetween  Kentucky  and  Virginia  on 
one  side,  and  Ohio.  Indiana,  and  Illinois^  on  the 
other,  would  have  been  common  to  the  citizens  of 
the  States  bordering  on  the  river,  and  perhaps 
even  to  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  with- 
out this  stipulation.  But  here  I  turn  the  gentle- 
man's argument  against  him.  The  States  bound- 
ing on  the  Connecticut  river,  for  instance,  have 
never  stipulated  that  the  navigation  of  that  river 
shall  be  free  to  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
They  are  permitted  to  "judge  for  themselves." 
whether  they  have  a  sovereign  right  to  exclude 
the  citizens  of  other  States  from  that  river  or  not ; 
therefore,  the  stipulation  in  question  between  Vir- 
ginia and  Kentucky  deprives  both  those  States  of 
Uie  right  of  judging,  which  the  States  on  Connec- 
ticut river  possess.  Vermont  bounds  on  the  Con- 
necticut river  on  one  side,  and  Lake  ChampliBun 
on  the  other.  She  was  admitted  into  the  Union 
without  making  any  stipulation  with  regard  to 
the  navigation  or  jurisdiction  of  either  of  those 
waters;  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  in 
a  case  exactly  parallel,  have  both  submitted  to 
a  restriction  by  compact.  They  can  no  longer 
"judge"  on  that  subject  for  themselves,  and,  coUr 
sequently,  are  deprived  of  one  of  the  attributes  of 
sovereignty  in  the  same  manner  that  Missouri,  by 
consenting  to  prohibit  slavery,  will  be  deprived  of 
one  of  her's.  The  right  of  navigating  public  rivers, 
by  citizens  of  other  than  adjoining  States,  may  be 
questionable:  the  right  of  a  sovereign  State  to  tax 
all  lands  witnin  its  limits  is  undoubted ;  but  the 
right  to  hold  human  beings  in  perpetual  and  hope- 
less slavery  is  only  found  in  the  codes  of  barbarians 
and  despots. 

As  far  as  precedents  (some  of  them  nearly  con- 
temporaneous with  the  Constitution  itself)  con- 
tribute to  disclose  its  true  interpretation,  it  may  be 
remarked,  that  not  only  Ohio,  but  every  new  State, 
has  been  required  to  stipulate  sundry  articles,  as 
the  conditions  on  which  alone  they  were  admit- 
ted. The  exemption  of  the  public  lands  from 
taxation  was  one  of  the  most  prominent ;  and  the 
restriction  of  slavery,  in  the  very  words  proposed 
to  Missouri  by  the  amendment  now  under  consid- 
eration, was  required  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois. 
The  ordinance  of  1787,  before  referred  to,  framed 
almost  at  the  same  moment  with  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  recognised  among  the  first  acts  of  the  first 
Congress  under  it,  may  fairly  be  .considered  as  a 
formal  and  practical  adoption  of  the  principles  for 
which  we  contend,  by  a  legislative  body  com- 
posed in  part  of  the  framers  of  that  instrument  and 
their  intimate  associates.  No  opposition  to  this 
interpretation  is  known  to  have  been  made  by  the 
slavenolding  States;  and  there  is  no  reason  to 
believe  that  the  ordinance  was  not  considered  as 


1475 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1476 


H.  OF  R. 


Admimfm  of  Misanui. 


Febrdaby,  1820. 


perfectly  consistent  with  the  new  form  of  Crovern* 
ment.  Those  who  now  call  in  question  the  right 
of  restriction  are  obliged  to  contend,  as  a  conse- 
quence of  their  new  doctrine,  that  the  ordinance 
was  unconstitutional,  and  that  the  restriction  of 
slavery  by  the  States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio 
being  stipulated  and  enacted  on  such  a  basis  is  there- 
fore a  mere  nullity,  and  may  be  rightfully  dispensed 
with  at  the  pleasure  of  those  States.  There  is  no 
reason  to  fear  that  those  happy,  flourishing,  and 
enlightened  States,  would  now  mtroduce  the  deler 
terious  poison  of  slavery  into  their  civil  code,  to 
wither  their  energies  and  burlesque  their  princi- 
ples of  liberty,  even  if  no  stipulation  to  the  con- 
trary existed.  But  we  ought  to  note  the  pernicious 
tendency  of  an  innovation  in  the  established  con- 
struction of  our  national  compact,  which,  after 
forty  years'  uniform  practice,  now  threatens,  like 
a  tempest,  to  sweep  away  our  fairest  institutions, 
and  to  prostrate  the  bulwarks  of  our  prosperity. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  if  Congress  can  prescribe 
09e  condition — such  as  the  restriction  of  slavery — 
what  are  the  limits  of  this  restricting  power; 
where  will  the  impositions  on  the  new  States  find 
a  check  7  The  power  given  to  admit  new  States, 
with  the  single  exception  of  States  formed  by  dis- 
memberment of  the  existing  States,  is  in  the  same 
unlimited  terms  as,  are  employed  in  vesting  in 
Congress  various  other  important  powers — to  levy 
taxes,  raise  armies,  and  declare  war.  If  Congress 
were  to  levy  unnecessary  taxes,  to  raise  useless 
aimies,  or  make  war  for  slight  causes  or  no  cause, 
would  the  nation  tamely  submit  to  the  abuse  of 
power,  because  the  letter  of  the  Constitution  was 
not  violated?  Sir,  the  indignation  of  the  people 
would  quickly  annihilate  the  "  brief  authority" 
which  was  become  an  instrument  of  oppression. 
Congress  may  indeed  mistake  the  interests  of  the 
nation  in  the  exercise  of  those  important  powers ; 
and  even  a  mistiike — ^frequently  unavoidable  from 
the  nature  of  human  affairs,  must  be  fatal  to  the 
popularity  of  its  authors.  How  then  can  they  hope 
to  escape  who  voluntarily  wrest  the  power  intrust- 
ed to  them  to  the  purposes  of  ambition  or  tyranny  ? 
Such  a  disregard  ot  public  opinion  and  official 
duty  can  never  be  apprehended  under  color  of 
unlimfUed  Constitutional  powers.  So,  in  the  ad- 
mission of  new  States,  the  power  intrusted  to 
Congress  is,  from  its  very  nature,  limited  only  by 
sound  discretion  and  official  responsibility.  In  one 
respect,  however,  the  remote  possibility  of  an  un- 
reasonable exercise  of  this  discretion  is  subject  to 
an  effectual  check :  the  conditions  required  cannot 
be  imposed  on  the  new  State  without  its  consents 
The  terms  of  the  compact  are  mutually  proposed 
and  considered,  and  there  is  not  a  shadow  of 
ground  to  apprehend  that  the  vigilance  of  the  new 
State  will  be  cheated  into  a  concession  against  its 
interests.  A  further  check  is  to  be  found  in  the 
real  interests  of  the  United  States  being  generally 
identified  with  those  of  the  proposed  State.  The 
condition  now  required  of  Missouri  is  even  more 
evidently  conducive  to  her  interest  and  prosperity 
than  to  that  of  the  nation. 

The  only  exception  to  this  remark  may  perhaps 
b?  found  in  the  exemption  of  the  publie  lands  from 


taxation ;  but  even  this  may  be  shown  undo*  tbe 
existing  regulations,  in  the  sale  of  those  lands,  to 
facilitate  their  sale  and  settlement  by  a  temporary 
alleviation  from  public  exactions  in  favor  of  indus- 
trious settlers.  It  is  also  manifest  that  Congress 
cannot  prescribe  a  condition  which  may  be  con- 
trary to  the  spirit  and  tenor  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution, or  which  shall  impair  the  right  of  the  State 
to  her  share  in  the  National  Government;  or  a 
condition  which  shall  contravoae  the  republican 
principles  of  all  our  institutions. 

I  proceed  to  consider,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  argu- 
ment of  those  who  contend  that  we  are  bound  by 
the  treaty  (1  U.  S.  Laws,  p.  134)  by  which  the 
province  of  Louisiana  was  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  to  admit  Missouri  as  a  State  without  re- 
stricting her  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  The  third 
article  of  the  treaty  stipulates,  'Uhat  the  inhabit- 
'  ants  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  Union,  and  ad- 
'  mitted  as  soon  as  possible^  according  to  the  nrin- 
<  ciples  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  all  tbe 
^  riffhts,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens 
^  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  protected,  in 
*  the  meantime,  in  their  liberty,  property,  and  re- 
'  liffion." 

Our  Constitution  was  formed  with  a  view  to  the 
then  existing  States,  and  to  the  territory  within 
our  limits  and  jurisdiction,  as  established  bf  oar 
treaty  with  Great  Britain.  The  power  conterred 
on  Congress  to  admit  new  States,  cannot  be  con- 
strued to  extend  beyond  those  limits.  According- 
ly, when  the  Louisiana  treaty  was  before  the  Sea- 
ate  for  its  approbation  and  concurrence,  both  its 
friends  and  its  opponents  agreed,  that  neither  the 
treaty-makiQg  power,  nor  even  Congress  itself 
could  stipulate  with  a  foreign  nation  to  admit  one 
of  its  provinces,  beyond  the  original  limits  of  the 
United  States,  into  the  Union  as  a  new  State. 
The  present  Secretary  of  State  was  then  a  membor 
of  that  body,  and  expressed  his  opinion  to  that  ef- 
fect. He  was,  however,  so  decisively  in  favor  of 
the  treaty^  that  he  suggested  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  itself,  to  ^ive  effect  to  so  important 
an  acquisition  as  Louisiana.  Mr.  Taylor,  who  is 
still  respected  as  one  of  the  most  emment  states- 
men of  Virginia,  declared,  he  considered  that  the 
article  in  question  did  not  intend  to  stipulate  to 
^dmit  the  province  as  a  State,  but  that  "  tbe  words 
were  literally  satisfied  by  admitting  it  as  a  Terri- 
tory,'' and  not  as  a  Stat^  and  by  naturalizing  the 
inhabitants,  and  protecting  their  property,  as  in 
other  Territories.  When  the  treaty  came  before 
the  House  of  Representatives,  for  the  purpose  of 
makinff  the  necessary  appropriation  to  comply 
with  the  conditions,  or  for  the  establishment  ot  a 
Territorial  government^  a  similar  construction  was 
given  to  the  third  article ;  and,  among  others,  a 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  who 
at  that  time  strongly  supported  the  treaty  and  the 
Administration,  said  "there  was  no  stipulation 
that  they  should  ever  be  formed  into  one  or  more 
States.^'  It  is  also  well  known  that  President 
Madison,  then  Secretarv  of  State,  maintained  the 
same  doctrine.  Had  the  stipulation  provided  to 
admit  Louisiana,  as  a  State  or  States,  into  the 
Union,  it  must  unquestionably  have  been  rejected, 
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or  hare  awaited  the  consent  of  the  people  by  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution. 

Notwithstanding  this  sentiment,  so  generally 
concurred  in  at  the  time,  a  portion  of  the  uevf  ter- 
ritory was  formed  into  a  State,  and  admitted  in 
1812  into  the  Union.  From  what  source  the  pow- 
ers of  Congress  were  deduced,  or  what  new  dis- 
covery on  that  subject  was  made  in  the  intervening 
time,  I  hare  never  been  informed.  It  is  probable, 
however,  that  the  attention  of  the  statesmen  then 
in  Congress  was  wholly  engrossed  by  the  immi- 
nent dangers  that  beset  our  country,  then  on  the 
Yerge  of  war  with  the  most  powerful  empire  of  the 
European  world.  We  have  some  consolation,  how- 
ever, in  observing,  that  the  inlemal  character  and 
institutions  of  the  proposed  State,  inhabited  chiefly 
by  a  population  so  lately  ^verned  by  the  laws  and 
vsskges  of  despotic  countries,  were  not  disregarded ; 
and  she  was  expressly  required  to  provide  bv  her 
eonstitation  for  the  establishment  of  "civil  and 
religious  liberty,  trial  by  jury,  and  the  writ  of  ha- 
beas corp»,"  with  other  salutary  nrineinles. 

Loaistana  being  thus  admitted,  I  shall  not  now 
contest  her  right  to  that  hiffh  privilege ;  but,  while 
I  consent  to  consider  her  admission  as  a  precedent 
to  guide  our  decision  in  the  admission  of  Missouri, 
i  must  also  require  that  the  whole  proceedings, 
oompiehending  the  terms  and  conditions  which 
formed  their  basis,  must  be  equally  recognised,  oi 
the  whole  must  be  abandoned  together.  If  all 
doubt  of  the  right  of  Congress,  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, to  admit  L4)uisiana,  is  waived  in  favor  of  the 
present  applicant,  it  is  no  more  than  reasonable 
that  all  the  bearings  and  conditions  of  the  pre- 
cedent should  be  equally  considered  and  allowed. 
Our  opponents,  however,  are  not  satisfied  with 
the  effect  of  the  precedent,  and  allege  that  the  rat- 
ification of  the  treaty,  and  the  acts  of  Congress 
making  the  appropriations  necessary  to  its  execu- 
tion, have  g^ven  it  such  a  sanction,  that  the  na- 
tional faith  is  pledged  for  its  comnlete  fufilment. 
I  agree  that  a  treaty  made  and  ratified  by  the  Pre- 
sident and  Senate,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution,  is  morallv  binding  on  Congress 
and  the  nation.  It  is,  inaeed,  a  doctrine  strenu- 
ously supported  by  some,  that  Congress  tCMy  decide 
upon  the  merits  of  a  treaty  previously  ratified  by 
the  competent  authorities,  and  either  £[nmt  or  with- 
hold the  appropriations  necessary  to  its  execution. 
This  doctrine,  if  true,  involves  the  necessary  con- 
sequence, that  Congress  may  not  only  annul  a 
treaty  constitutionally  made,  but  that  any  subse- 
quent Congress  may  virtually  rescind  it,  so  far  as 
its  provisions  remain  executory,  and  depend  on 
appropriations  or  other  acts,  to  be  passed  by  all  the 
branches  of  the  Grovemment.  In  other  words,  no 
power  exists  in  the  Oovemment  of  the  United 
States  to  make  a  treaty  which  ^all  be  obligatory 
on  the  nation  or  its  Legislature.  This  dangerous 
and  absurd  doctrine  has  been  ably  resisted,  and,  in 
my  opinion,  refuted,  manv  years  since.  The  power 
to  make  treaties,  conferred  on  the  President  in  con- 
currence with  the  Senate,  is  as  general  as  language 
can  make  it.  They  have,  then,  by  the  ordinary 
rales  of  interpretation,  the  same  power  on  that 
subject  which  eziats  rightfully  in  other  govern- 


ments as  a  necessary  attribute  of  sovereign  power. 
The  British  Parliament,  with  its  boasted  ^'omnip- 
otence," never  «:etended  to  arrest  the  execution  of 
a  treaty  by  withholding  supplies;  yet, the  rdation 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  Executive 
of  the  United  States  is  precisely  analogous  in  this 
respect — it  holds  the  purse-strings  of  the  National 
treasury.  Thus,  the  Louisiana  treaty,  being  made 
by  competent  authority,  derived  no  additioiuit  obU- 
gation  mm  the  acts  of  Congress  at  that  time,  or 
at  any  subsecjuent  period.  If  that  Congress  could 
refuse  to  provide  for  paying  the  price,  tne  present 
may  withnold  the  balance,  if  any  remains  unpaid. 
If  the  Congress  of  1812  admitted  a  State,  carved 
out  of  the  new  province,  it  mvast  have  none  so, 
either  because  it  deemed  the  admission  Constitu- 
tional, without  reference  to  the  treaty,  or  because, 
in  addition  to  its  Constitutional  right  to  admit,  it 
considered  the  treaty  as  stipulating  for  such  admis- 
sion. Whether  the  former  alone,  or  both  consider* 
ations,  produced  the  act  in  favor  of  the  new  State, 
it  wad  tne  mere  exercise  of  discretionary  power ; 
and,  thoujgrh  we  cannot  disfranchise  Louisiana,  since 
her  admission  was  a  compact  mutually  binding, 
yet  we  are  at  liberty  to  interpret  the  treaty  for  our- 
selves, and  if  we  find  that  it  does  not  require  Uie 
making  of  States  in  the  ceded  province,  we  may 
refuse  to  admit  any  more,  witnout  resorting  to 
a  denial  oi  our  power  to  admit  by  the  Conttitu* 
tiott. 

I  have  already  adverted  to  the  unanimous  con- 
currence of  the  friends  and  enemies  of  the  treaty, 
as  far  as  my  information  extends^  that  the  article 
in  question  contained  no  stipulation  ever  to  form 
the  territory  into  States ;  and  the  phrase  to  admit 
"•  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,"  l^ond  all  question 
was  introduced  with  a  guarded  circumspection, 
and  with  a.  view  to  the  Constitutional  right  of 
Congress  to  admit  or  refuse,  according  to  its  dis- 
cretion. Hence,  it  results,  that  the  treaty  was 
obligatory  on  Congress  and  the  nation  ^  that  the 
acts  of  Congress  in  relation  to  it,  could  not  in- 
crease the  olligation,  and  that  the  admission  of 
Louisiana  wa^  an  independent  act  not  a  treaty 
stipulation,  and,  consequently,  is  to  be  regarded  aa 
a  precedent  merely,  when  considered  witn  respect 
to  the  application  of  Missouri  for  a  similar  act  in 
her  behalf.  To  concede  that  the  Executive  and 
Senate  can  make  a  treaty,  which  shall  devolve  on 
CoBgren  a  moral  obligation  to  admit  new  Stutea 
into  this  Confederacy,  would  suppose  the  treaty- 
making  power  might  extend  to  annexing  to  tma 
Union  all  the  Southern  Continent,  from  Mexioo 
to  Buenos  Ayres  and  Chili:  it  would  leave  no 
check  in  Congress  to  ambition  or  imbecility  of  the 
co-ordinate  branches  of  the  Government:  and 
though  the  power  of  making  treaties  is  in  general 
terms^  and  is  open  to  the  same  great  checks  which 
constitute  the  safety  of  a  free  government,  yet  it 
can  never  be  maintained,  for  a  moment,  that  it 
can  annex  foreign  territories  without  a  limit,  com- 
posed of  heterogeneous  and  discordant  masses  of 
population. 

A  sinffle  treaty,  formed  by  an  aspiring  President,, 
and  such,  within  our  own  reooUeotion,  have  ap^ 
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proached  very  near  that  high  distinctidn,  might 
soon  reduce  our  original  republic  to  insigulficance, 
and  the  principles  of  our  free  Constitution  to  an 
empty  name.  However  we  may  confide  in  the 
virtue  of  future  Senates,  we  ought  not  to  forget 
the  potency  of  intrigue  and  corruption,  always 
withm  reach  of  an  unprincipled  man  in  possession 
of  executi ve  power.  In  other  coun  tries  the  remed y 
of  intolerable  evils  involves  a  civil  war,  and  either 
a  dissolution  of  the  government  or  an  agmvation 
of  the  enormity.  In  our  well  balanced  system, 
the  errors  of  weakness,  and  treachery  of  ambition, 
are  quickly  discerned  amid  the  cloud  of  mock- 
patriotism  and  intrigue  in  which  they  are  shroud- 
ed ;  the  public  indignation  dispels  the  disguise  and 
confounds  the  betrayers  of  the  national  interests. 
Notwithstanding  the  remote  possibility  of  treach- 
ery in  the  power  of  making  treaties,  the  admission 
of  States  into  the  Union  b«ing  distinctly  intrusted 
to  Congress,  it  is  evident  that  no  treaty  can  be 
made  in  derogation  of  that  power.  And,  even  if 
such  a  treaty  were  ratified,  the  Congress  would 
not  merely  have  power,  but  would  ^  bound  on 
its  responsibility^  to  the  nation,  to  admit  no  new 
States,  but  in  circumstances  compatible  with  the 
interests  of  the  existing  States.  The  discretion 
must  be  distinctly  exercised  in  each  particular 
case,  and  the  admission  of  a  new  State  by  one 
Congress  can  never  involve  an  obligation  upon  a 
itobsequent  Congress  to  admit  any  other  State, 
though  its  force  as  a  precedent  may  be  allowed  as 
far  as  the  cases  are  parallel. 

We  are  now  brought  to  consider  the  actual  state 
of  things,  under  wnich  the  application  of  Mis- 
souri is  presented.  Her  population  is  probably 
sufficient,  and  the  boundary  she  asks,  though  not 
perfectly  satisfactory,  is  not  strongly  objected  to. 
out  we  are  infonned  that  she  has  a  considerable 
number  of  slaves  already,  and,  from  various  indi- 
cations of  public  sentiment  there,  it  is  evident  that 
the  existence  and  indefinite  extension  of  that  hap- 
less and  pernicious  condition  of  the  human  species 
will  be  made  a  feature  of  their  civil  code.  While 
Congress  retained  its  legislative  control  over  the 
territory,  the  subject  of  slavery  escaped  attention ; 
and  the  present  slaveholders  contend,  with  some 
reason,  tnat  they  ought  not  to  be  jdivested  of  a 
property  in  their  slaves,  which  they  acquired  byr  at 
least  the  tacit  assent  of  the  legislative  authority. 
Their  condition,  in  this  respect,  seems  nearly  anal- 
ogous to  that  of  slave  owners  in  the  original  States 
at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  and  perhaps  also  at 
the  time  of  forming  the  present  Constitution.  The 
fault  in  the  latter  case  is  thrown  on  Great  Britain 
alone,  and  we  have  b6en  so  complaisant  and  chari- 
table in  this  debate  as  to  admit  the  plea.  Qreat 
Britain  was  undoubtedly  wrong  in  protecting  the 
abominable  traffic ;  but  I  must  remind  the  worthy 
jrentlemen  who  would  so  easily  shake  off  the  odious 
imputation,  that  this,  like  all  traffic,  supposes  jvur- 
cheuerBy  a  market,  and  mercantile  profits,  as  well 
as  venders.  If  the  virtuous  inhabitants  of  the  slave- 
holding  States  had  refused  to  receive  and  pay  ^[ood 
prices  for  the  miserable  victims,  Great  Britain 
would  never  have  compelled  them.  The  attempts 
of  the  Virginia  provincial  assemUy  to  obtain  an 


interdiction  of  the  slave  trade,  were,  however, 
highly  honorable  to  them;  and  I  shall  not  stop 
here  to  lament  so  great  a  departure  from  the  same 
humane  system  as  is  at  present  exhibited. 

It  may  not  be  reasonable,  therefore,  to  require  of 
Missouri  the  abolition  of  her  existing  slavery--.  The 
same  forbearance  ought  to  be  exercised  with  re- 
spect to  it,  as  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
indulges  to  that  of  the  original  States.  It  was 
left  to  the  prudence  and  humanity  of  the  States 
themselves  to  coj:itinue  or  to  abolisn  it  by  degrees, 
and  by  means  most  conformable  to  their  vie^vs  oi 
public  good  and  private  virtue.  The  latter,  it  vras 
expected,  would  do  much  in  preparing  the  victims 
of  servitude  for  a  capacity  of  enjoying  a  better 
condition,  and  would  receive  all  proper  counte- 
nance from  the  enlightened  measures  of  legislative 
bodies.  Such,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  was  the 
prevalent  sentiment  of  the  non-slaveholding  States, 
and  such  their  confidence  in  the  magnanimoas 
principles  of  the  champions  of  freedom  in  the 
South,  who  had  so  lately  been  associated  with 
themselves  in  vindicating  the  rights  of  mankind. 
The  restriction  proposed  secures  the  owners  of 
slaves  in  Missouri  against  any  encroachment  upon 
the  ri£[hts  they  possess.  I  would  even  go  further, 
thousn  with  great  reluctance^  and  consent  to  an 
article  in  the  Constitution  which  should  guaranty 
them  against  any  act  of  their  own  Legislature 
tending  to  a  similai*  encroachment. 

Can  Missouri,  or  those  who  support  her  appli- 
cation, complain  of  such  a  reasonable  condition? 
If  she  does,  let  her  explain  her  objections.  Will 
she  allege  that  her  interests  are  sacrified  ?  It  is 
clearly  the  interest  of  Missouri  to  encourage  an 
active  and  industrious  population.  The  labor  of 
freemen  will  produce  double  the  labor  of  slaves. 
Instead  of  extensive  plantations,  each  inhabited 
by  a  single  proprietor,  together  with  an  overseer 
and  their  families,  in  the  midst  of  a  horde  of  ig- 
norant, degraded,  and  miserable  slaves,  the  eye  will 
be  gratifi^  with  farms  gf  moderate  extent,  and 
the  families  of  an  intelligent^  industrious,  and  pa- 
triotic yeomanry.  If  she  aspires  at  political  power 
and  relative  influence  in  the  national  councils,  let 
her  banish  slavery  from  her  borders,  and  aU,  her 
myriads  of  people,  and  not  tbree-fittbs  only  of 
the  scattered  clans  of  domestic  despotism,  will 
send  their  Representatives  to  this  Hall.  If  she 
would  be  strong  in  war,  let  her  invite  only  free- 
men, who  will  defend  their  property,  their  families, 
and  their  freedom:  not  slaves,  who  can  only  seek 
their  own  happiness  by  withering  the  arm  that 
holds  them  in  bondage.  But  she  alleges  that  we 
invade  her  right — ^her  sovereign  right — ^to  hold 
slaves,  or  not  to  hold  them,  at  her  pleasure.  I  have 
already  shown,  that  it  is  no  legitimate  exercise  of 
sovereign  power,  to  make  a  portion  of  our  species 
bondmen.  Instead  of  a  right,  it  is  the  grossest 
abuse  of  right  that  was  ever  tolerated  by  a  civil- 
ized country. 

If  Missouri  would  exercise  her  power  by  extend- 
ing over  her  extensive  border  the  noisome  pesti- 
lence, which  already  has  poisoned  the  atmosphere 
of  half  this  goodly  land,  she  has  little  claim  to  the 
intelligence  and  moral  characteristics  which  should 
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entitle  her  to  become  a.  mumber  of  the  Union.  If 
she  woold  not  so  abuse  her  power,  she  can  have 
DO  reasonable  wish  to  enjoy  an  empty  prerogative 
nerer  to  be  exerted.  Not  only  the  moral  wrong, 
but  the  physical  evil,  and  blasting  corse  of  slavery, 
as  BOW  experienced  in  the  slavehoiding  States, 
where  it  exists  in  its  mildest  form,  are  jpainted  in 
lively  colors  by  the  gentlemen  themselves ;  who 
cannot  be  induced  to  suppress  the  melancholy  fact, 
though  it  presents  an  irresistible  ar^ment  against 
adding  Missouri  to  the  miserable  victims  of  an  in- 
fatuated policy.  And  is  it  to  this  Moloch  that 
Missouri  insists  on  her  right  to  become  a  voluntary 
sacrifice !  The  right  to  desolate  her  fields^  and 
poison  the  fountains  of.  prosperity ;  to  commit  po- 
litical suicide!  Sorely  the  pride,  the  phrensy, 
must  be  incurable,  which  can  persist  in  grasping 
such  a  destructive  power.  Let  us  resist  its  mo- 
mentary violence,  reason,  prudence,  and  virtu^ 
must  soon  predominate.  The  power  to  do  gooa 
may  well  be  coveted  by  mortals-^to  do  evil  never. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  advert  to  another  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  We 
have  long  since  divested  Congress,  he  says,  of  its 
right  to  intl?rpose  on  this  subject  in  Missouri,  by 
bestowioff  on  her  a  territorial  legislature^  compe- 
tent to  all  municipal  r^ulations,  and  this  power 
cannot,  therefore,  be  resumed  by  the  National  Le- 
gislature. Let  me  ask  that  gentleman,  how  the 
^  compromise,"  which  was  first  suggested  by  him- 
self to  a  committee,  of  which  we  were  both  mem- 
bers, in  the  early  part  of  the  present  session,  could 
have  been  executed  by  Congress,  in  his  present 
view  of  the  legislative  power  of  the  territories,  is 
correct  ?  That  compromise  proposed  to  exclude 
slavery  from  all  that  portion  of  the  Arkansas  Ter- 
ritory north  of  a  certain  latitude.  We  have  already 
invested  Arkansas  with  a  temporary  legislature, 
and,  upon  his  present  principle,  have  no  longer 
anv  control  in  tnis  or  any  of  her  internal  concerns, 
[Mr.  howffDEB  explained — The  lines  proposed  by 
him  woald  comprehend  none  of  the  settlements  of 
our  citizens;  he  considered  such  settlements  as 
having  vested  rights  beyond  our  control,  but  that 
Congress  might  exercise  the  right  of  excluding 
slavery  where  no  such  settlements  existed.]  When 
the  suggestion  was  made  in  the  committee,  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  heard  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  take  this  distinction.  Certainly 
it  is  an  important  one ;  it  leaves  the  effect  of  the 
excluding  principle  to  be  exerted  only  on  a  wilder- 
ness— ^it  leaves  the  compromise  a  shadow.  I  had 
really  supposed  before,  that  something  must  be 
conceded  on  both  sides,  to  make  the  transaction  a 
compromise ;  where  all  is  yielded  by  one  party  and 
nothing^  by  the  other,  by  whatever  name  it  may  be 
called,  It  IS  no  compromise,  but  submission.  The 
honorable  eentleman  is  not  in  fault ;  he  concedes 
Qs  all  whicn  his  principle  will  allow — ^the  privilege 
of  an  empty  name.     Vox  et  pnterea  nihU. 

I  must,  however,  call  in  question  the  doctrine, 
that  Congress  has  parted  with  all  legislative  con- 
trol of  the  territories,  by  the  mere  organization  of 
a  territorial  government.  The  acts  of  Congress 
are.  in  their  very  terms,  merely  '^temporary." 
Take,  for  exampl^  the  act  providmg  for  the  gov- 


ernment of  Missouri  ;  by  the  1st  section  it  is  enacted, 
^^  that  the  temporary  government,"  dbc.  This  is 
in  the  exact  words  of  the  acts  in  relation<  to  the 
other  territories.  These  acts  are  frequently  revised 
or  modified,  as  appears  by  the  statute,  "f  he  terri- 
tory itself  is  divided,  subdivided,  and  newly  organ- 
ized, at  the  pleasure  of  Congress.  Nothing  less 
than  the  power  of  entire  revocation  of  the  original 
act  would  warrant  these  various  subsequent  modi- 
fications. The  right  in  Congress  to  prohibit  slavery 
must,  therdbre,  remain  in  that  body,  and  may  be 
exercised  over  the  territories  notwithstanding  the 
existence  of  the  temporary  governments. 

Bat  it  is  not  to  be  concealed,  that  the  stem  and 
resolute  hostility  to  the  restriction  of  slavery  is  not 
ccmfined  to  Missouri  alone— ^it  did  not  even  origi- 
nate there.  Her  interest  and  true  policy  demand 
the  salutary  measure  $  her  pride  alone  could  never 
have  kindled  such  a  flame  of  opposition.  The 
jealousy  of  the  Western  States  is  alarmed ;  thejr 
are  warned  to  resist  the  encroachments  of  the  Mia- 
dle  and  Eastern  States,  who  envy  their  growing 
importance  and  political  influence.  These,  too, 
are  the  so^estions  of  men  who  are  loudly  depre- 
cating local  prejudices.  Let  not  the  West  listen 
read  ily  to  the  insidious  e h arge.  It  is  withput  foun- 
dation. There  is  no  collision  of  interests  between 
the  various  sections  of  the  Union.  They  are  ia 
perfect  harmony.  The  rapid  increase  of  Western 
population,  formed,  as  it  is,  of  emigrants  from  the 
shores  of  the  Atlantic^  and  their  descendants,  is 
beheld  with  pride  by  their  kindre4  ^^^  bFethren  in 
the  elder  States.  Their  welfare  is  our  welfare— 
their  strenffth  our  strength — and  their  principles, 
except  in  the  partial  admission  of  slaverv,  are  our 
principles.  We  may  defy  the  ministers  of  disunion 
to  name  a  single  point  or  contact  where  the  inter- 
ests, prosperity,  and  happiness,  of  the  middle  and 
eastern  sections  are  not  in  perfect  harmony  with 
the  western.  What  better  evidence  can  be  given 
by  the  non-slaveholding  States  of  their  disinterested 
regard  to  Missouri,  than  the  efforts  now  made  by 
them  to  banish  forever  from  her  system  the  canker 
which  has  corroded  and  enfeebled  our  less  fortu- 
nate neighbors  in  the  South?  If  we  were  un- 
friendly or  jealous  of  the  new  States,  a  different 
coufse  might  be  pursued.  No,  sir,  to  confer  bene- 
fits is  not  the  dictate  of  hatred.  Malignity,  alone, 
can  distort  deeds  of  kindness  into  tokens  of  envy. 
A  gentlem.an  from  Massachusetts  jfMr.  Holhss) 
has  thouffht  proper  to  ascribe  the  effort  now  made 
a^inst  the  extension  of  .slavery  to  the  same  prin- 
ciples which  produced  the  Hartford  Convention. 
But  can  it  be  believed  that  those  principles,  which, 
even  in  the  darkest  hours  of  adversi^r,  had  but  a 
momentary  influence,  are  now  completely  trium- 
phant, not  only  in  New  England,  but  m  the  mighty 
States  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania;  that  they 
have  croesed  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  and  em* 
brace  in  their  vortex  all  tne- States  north  of  the 
river  Ohio  ?  This  extravagant  suffffestion  is  un- 
worthy of  a  moment's  attention,  llie  same  geo* 
tleman  takes  exception  to  an  expression  in  the  aUa 
memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Boston  and  the  vicinity^ 
that  Congress  may  require  such  conditions  of  the 
new  States  '<  as  its  wisdom,  its  justice,  or  its  policy^ 
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may  dictate."  As  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  ^es- 
tlemaa  does  not  include  "wisdom  and  justice" 
among  the  suspected  virtues,  it  can  only  be  the 
word  policy,  to  which  his  censure  applies ;  and  he 
seems  to  understand  it  only  in  the  Italian  or  sinis- 
ter sense.  But  he  will  probably  withdraw  his  ob- 
jection, on  being  reminded  ot  the  ohJMashioned 
maxim,  which  I  trust  he  was  taught  in  his  child- 
hood, tnat  "  honesty  is  the  best jxnicy^ 

In  regarding,  however,  the  efiects  of  slavery,  the 
views  of  Congress  mus^t  always  extend  to  the  good 
of  the  whole  community.  While  the  exclusion  of 
slavery  from  Missouri  will  insure  her  a  more  nu- 
merous population,  more  industry,  more  wealth, 
and,  consequently,  a  greater  representation  in  the 
National  Legislature,  it  makes  her  also  a  more  for- 
midable barrier  in  war,  a  more  efficient  pillar  of 
the  national  edifice.  These  advantages  require  the 
paternal  care  of  the  Government  of  the  Union ; 
they  are  equally  participated  by  every  member ',  by 
tke  slaveholding  States  in  at  least  their  due  pro- 
IK>rtion.  It  is,  tnen,  unjust  to  represent  the  restric- 
tion proposed  to  Missouri  as  a  sacrifice  on  her  part, 
or  a  reservation  of  nower  by  Congress,  by  wnich 
the  former  pays  the  latter  a  ^'  price"  for  admission. 
No  mercenary  concession  is  required,  but  an  hon- 
orable and  salutary  condition,  beneficial  indeed  to 
the  nation,  but  to  the  new  State  the  vital  principle 
of  future  greatness.  A  benign  interposition,  the 
dictate  of  wisdom  and  beneficence. 

It  is  proper,  however,  in  considering  this  ^eat 
question — ^eat  in  its  consequences  to  our  rising 
nation,  and  destined  to  mark  our  character  to  fu- 
ture ages — that  we  should  not  overlook  the  invisible 
apdng  that  puis  the  machine  in  action,  and  imparts 
its  tremendous  force  to  the  opposition.  The  States 
of  the  South,  replete  with  slavery,  are  tenacious  of 
the  privilege  of  "  diffusing"  the  evil.  To  difiuse, 
not  to  extend,  the  mischid*,  is  their  object ;  a  dis- 
tinction far  too  refined  for  my  comprehension.  If 
division,  or  any  mode  of  depletion,  would  retiuce 
the  residuum  oi  the  article,  it  might  be  an  ofi^e  of 
kindness  in  Missouri,  or  even  in  Pennsylvania  or 
Massachusetts,  to  facilitate  so  worthy  an  object. 
But  it  is  the  unfortunate  character  of  slavery  to 
admit  no  remedy  but  compression.  The  flame  is 
harmless  when  confined,  but  once  allowed  to  pass 
its  boundary,  a&d  the  conflagration  defies  all  human 
power.  Tne  efforts  of  reason,  religion,  philan- 
thropy, are  impotent,  indeed,  against  the  cravings 
of  avarice. 

When  we  hear  it  said  by  a  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia ^Mr.  Randolpb,)  that  this  land  (Missouri) 
'^  was  nought  with  our  money,"  it  is  not  to  be  sup- 
posed he  means  that  the  money  of  Virginia,  or  of 
di  the  slaveholding  States,  was  alone  employed  in 
-dke  purchase.  But  such  language  implies  that 
those  States  had  at  least  their  share  in  the  trans- 
action, and  are  entitled  to  the  advantages.  The 
fair  and  honorable  advaAtages  are,  iniked,  to  be 
enjoyed  by.  them,  in  common  with  the  nation  ;  but 
does  this  require  that  the  new  States  should  be 
open  as  a  slave  mai^t,  to  enhance  the  value,  to 
encouraffe  the  slaveholder  in  growing  the  commod- 
ity ?  The  "  high-minded"  gentlemen  who  oppose 
Wt  restriction,  will  certainly  disclaim  such  a  mo- 


tive. They  contend,  however,  that  the  nrohibitiiCM 
of  slavery  is  an  interdiction  to  slaveholders  from 
removing  with  their  slaves  to  the  new  States.  This 
may,  indeed^  be  an  inconvenience  not  easily  obvi- 
ated. The  extensive  States  of  Mississippi,  Alabama, 
and  Louisiana,  however,  are  still  in  their  infancy, 
and  their  vast  territory  invites  the  planters  of  cotton 
and  the  su|;ar  cane  to  -  bring  their  surplus  slaves 
from  the  Atlantic  States  to  those  new  regions. 
But  to  those  who  insist  on  their  right's  to  all,  it  is 
in  vain  to  urge  that  less  than  all  may  he  enooj^h. 
Let  us  listoi,  nowever,  a  moment  to  tneother  sMe 
If  slaveholders  caifliot  remove  with  their  da ves,  in 
case  the  restriction  is  adopted,  so  also,  if  it  is  not 
adopted,  the  industrious  citizens  in  the  nonrslave- 
holding  States  are  proscribed,  in  a  great  degree, 
from  the  benefits  of  emigration.  Where  a  system 
of  slavery  throws  all  the  wealth  and  all  the  political 
influence  into  the  hands  of  a  few,  and  where  labor 
is  di^acefal,  as  the  proper  occupation  of  slaves 
akme,  the  independent  spirit  which  is  found  among 
citizens  in  moderate  circumstanoes,  in  the  non- 
slaveholding  States,  will  never  brook  the  inevitable 
consequence  of  emigration.  Freemen,  proud  of 
their  rights ;  proud  even  of  their  indfistry,  as  the 
basis  of  their  independent  condition,  will  never 
consent  to  be  ranked  by  the  opulent  slaveholder, 
living  by  their  side,-  on  a  level  with  his  slaves. 
Where  slavery  prevaUs,  the  industry  of  freemen  is 
degrading,  and  those  who  are  obliged  to  earn  their 
subsistence  by  their  own  exertions  and  labor,  aie 
in  a  state  of  hopeless  insignificance.  Is  it  not  then 
equal  and  just,  since  so  many  States  have  lately 
been  added  in  the  South,  wltere  slaveholders  can 
remove,  with  the  advantages  they  require,  that 
Missouri  should  be  left  open  to  a  population  which 
cannot  breathe  in  the  atmosphere  of  slavery  ?  Lou- 
isiana is  the  only  State  yet  establidied  bey(»d  the 
Mississippi.  Slavery  exists,  and  must  continue  to 
exist,  in  that  State.  If  then  it  were  a  subject  of 
mere  mercantile  arrangement  between  the  slave- 
holding  and  non-slaveholding  States,  Missouri 
ought  to  interdict  slavery.  Thank  Heaven!  we 
do  not  adduce  this  as  our  principal  argument,  but 
pnly  to  answer  an  objection'  raised  by  oitf  opponents. 
No,  sir,  we  would  exclude  slavery,  because  we  have 
the  power  by  the  Constitution ;  because  it  is  the 
dictate  of  reason,  of  expediency,  of  moral  ri^t, 
and  consequently  of  duty.  Grentlemen  from  the 
slaveholding  States  offer  another  argument,  whidi 
indeed  has  great  weight,  and  merits  a  distinct  con- 
sideration. If,  say  uey,  slavery  is  to  be  confined 
to  its  present  limits,  and  no  more  States  or  Ter- 
ritories are  to  afibrd  it  shelter,  what  is  to  become  of 
the  increasing  slave  popuktion  in  the  Atlantic 
States  ?  In  those  States  the  slaves  have  increased 
in  a  far  greater  ratio  than  the  free  population :  are 
they  to  be  "  pent  up"  and  starved,  or  to  be  turned 
loose  to  steal,  rob,  and  murder :  the  certain  con- 
sequence of  emancipation?  To  escape  the  dis- 
tressing scenes  which  gentlemen  have  so  feelingly 
depicted,  and  for  the  reaiity  of  which  they  pomt 
us  to  St.  Domingo,  and  other  islands  in  the  West 
Indies,  they  require  the  extensive  Territories  and 
States  of  the  West  to  receive  the  supernumerary 
slaves  'y  and,  while  they  fill  their  coaas  with  the 
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priee,  they  rid  them  of  all  inconrenieace,  and  of 
the  dread  of  insurreetion.  This  sale  of  haman 
flesh  may  indeed  rend  asunder  forever  the  ties  'of 
parents  and  children,  brothers  and  sisters,  husband 
and  wife,  which  those  gentlemen  declare  to  be  the 
objects  of  their  tenderest  solicitude ;  for  a  sUtre, 
removed  a  thousand  miles,  or  even  much  less,  must 
never  again  behold  the  beings  with  whom  he  has 
spent  his  life,  to  whom  alone  he  is  known  and 
united,  whose  affection  is  the  only  sweet  he  has 
tasted  in  the  bitter  dmught  of  servitude.  These 
consequences,  however,  are  considered  slight  and 
trivial,  when  weighed  against  the  superior  claims, 
the  right,  the  profit,  and  the  safety  of  his  owner. 
]3ut  gentlemen  seem  to  have  limited  their  views 
to  an  expedient  merely  temporal,  and  to  lose  sight 
of  the  inevitable  and  fatal  6atastrc^he  that  must 
await  at  least  their  favorite  system. 

In  the  rapid  progress  of  emigration  in  the  settle- 
ment of  our  new  States  and  Territories,  the  time  is 
at  hand  when  all  will  be  replete  with  inhabitants; 
when  the  tide  can  no  longer  roll  onward,  but  must 
recede,  and  mingle  with  its  kindred  waters.  Then 
where  will  the  statesmen  of  the  day  transfer  the 
myriads  of  slavery,  to  rescue  their  country  from 
destruction  ?  No  new  provinces  can  be  purchased  j 
Mexico  will  be  full  to  overflowing  on  the  south ; 
the  Pacific  before  them,  on  the  west,  and  on  the 
north  a  population  to  whom  slavery  is  abhorrent. 
Will  they  apply  to  the  National  Gfovemment  for 
a  law  permitting  them  to  exoort  slaves  ?  If  Amer- 
icans could  ever  resort  to  this  abominable  traflic 
for  relief,  where  could  thev  find  a  nation,  a  prov- 
ince, or  even  an  island,  wnich  would  receive  the 
victims?  All  Europe,  long  ere  then,  will  have 
denounced  and  interdicted  the  odious  trade,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  islands  and  new  republics 
of  the  South  must  adopt  the  same  humane  policy. 
In  no  distant  age,  I  trust,  the  monstrous  institution 
of  slavery,  and  the  horrors  of  the  traffic,  will  be 
alike  exploded.  The  history  of  the  present  times 
w;ill  be  read  with  incredul  ity  or  with  disgust.  Some 
better  remedy  must  be  devised  for  the  enormous 
evil,  which  vrill  then  threaten  insurrection,  massa- 
cre, and  wide  desolation. 

Tbehonorabte  Speaker  has  turned  his  attention 
to  the  condition  of  our  country,  which  we  are  now 
coBsideri  ng ;  but  he  seems  to  be  una  ware  of  the  dan- 

Srs  which  must  dien  beset  the  free  population,  from 
e  superincumbent  mass  of  slavery.  He  cheers 
the  friends  of  African  emancipation  by  assuring 
them,  that,  in  such  a  state  of  thinss,  the  labor  of 
slaves  will  be  more  expensive  than  tnat  of  freemen, 
and  that  consequently  the  owner  will  eive  them 
liberty,  to  discbarge  nimself  from  the  burden  of 
their  maintenance.  But  will  the  safety  of  the  free 
popukition  then  permit  the  emancipation  of  such 
coundess  hordes  of  ignorant  and  destitute  beings, 
whose  very  necessities  most  impel  them  to  war 
upon  society?  It  would  be  madness ;  it  would  be 
ffiving  them  a  commission  to  plunder,  ravage,  and 
destroy.  I  will  not  say,  sir,  that,  in  such  a  state 
of  the  relative  numbers  of  free  citizens  and  slaves, 
it  would  be  utterly  imnosible  to  rescue  the  former  *, 
yet  certainly  nothing  but  powerful  and  hazardous 
measures  could  arrest  the  march  of  ruin.    Bven 


now,  and  for  years  past,  the  slaveholding  States 
have  adopted  a  code  of  laws,  nfaking  emancipation 
more  and  more  difficult.  Indeed,  in  many  it  is 
entirely  prohibited.  This  harsh  measure  is  justl* 
fied  by  gentlemen,  on  the  ground  that  free  negroes 
are  pernicious  companions  to  slaves  of  their  own 
color,  and  make  them  discontented  with  their  con- 
dition. No  emancipation  must  be  allowed,  no 
free  negroes  to  seduce  their  brethren  to  desertion, 
to  infest  the  cities  as  vagrants,  or  highways  as 
plunderers.  If,  in  the  present  state  of  things, 
emancipation  is  so  dangerous,  that  those  humane 
gentlemen,  who  so  deeply  deplore  the  '^evil  and 
curse"  of  slavery,  are  oblieed  to  enact  laws  to  per- 
petuate and  increase  it ;  if  they  even  now  are  com- 
pelled to  this  course  by  the  necessity  of  self-nreser- 
vation,  how  difficult,  how  impossible  will  they 
find  it,  to  have  recourse  to  emancipation  when  the 
evil  shall  have  outgrown  all  computation ! 

To  avert  so  fearful  a  calamity,  let  me  ask  their  at- 
tention to  the  immediate  interest  of  the  slavehold* 
ing  States,  and  inquire,  whether  the  extension  of 
slavery  a  single  inch  beyond  its  present  boundary, 
is  not  to  be  resisted  far  more  for  themselves  than 
for  us  ?  The  advantages  which  they  expect  by 
the  extension,  are  transient  and  inconsiderable; 
the  evil  is  more  remote  indeed,  but  inevitable  and 
overwhelming.  Let  me  conjure  their  statesmen 
by  the  spirit  of  their  fathers ;  by  their  reverenee 
of  the  patriot  whose  glory  is  not  yet  extinguished; 
by  the  virtue  which  vanquished  the  hosts  of  op* 
pression;  by  their  respect  for  themselves,  and 
their  regard  for  future  generations,  to  retrace 
their  steps,  to  annul  their  laws  against  emanoipa'> 
tion.  Let  it  be  their  high  prerogative  to  resist  the 
torrent  of  prejudice,  to  stifle  the  murmurs  of  ava- 
rice and  pride. 

Let  them  boldly  avow  the  salutary  truth;  now 
is  the  time  to  provide  a  remedy  for  the  abomina^ 
tioo,  for  the  curse  of  slavery.  Every  moment's 
dday  increases  the  evil.  It  is  not  by  insulated 
and  feeble  efibrts,  that  the  purpose  can  be  effected. 
A  great  and  simultaneous  exertion  can  alone  be 
equal  to  the  occasion.  Such  an  exertion  must  be 
produced  by  a  universal  conviction  of  its  necessity, 
it  is  only  in  an  enlightened  age,  and  in  a  virtuous 
country,  that  such  a  concert  of  spirit  and  action 
can  be  expected  to  silence  the  cavils  of  ignorance 
and  cupidity.  A  general  and  sudden  emancipa*- 
tion  would  be  the  extreme  of  folly.  So  §[reat  a 
change  in  the  condition  of  a  numerous  class  of 
human  beings  would  be  alike  destructive  of  them- 
selves and  pernicious  to  the  community.  Bu^ 
when  once  tne  States  and  the  slave  owners  will 
resolutely  determine  to  accomplbh  universal  free* 
dom,  all  difficulty  will  vanish.  Slaves  will  not 
be  denied  all  means  of  instruction;  they  will  be 
taught  the  rudiments  of  knowledge,  of  self-ffovem- 
ment,  and  of  morality.  The  most  exemplary  for 
industry  and  fidelity  can  be  emancipated,  and  por^ 
tions  of  the  waste  lands,  which  abound  in  the 
plantations,  can  be  allotted  them  on  moderate 
rents.  Scarce  an  age  would  elapse  before  the 
slave  population,  with  such  inducements  and  sueh 
means,  would  assume  a  new  character,  a  higher 
grade  in  the  human  scale.    It  would  no  longer  be 
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difficult  to  reconcile  extensive  emancipation  with 
the  safety  of  the  frde  4)opulation.  The  freed  men 
And  their  descendants,  possessing  personal  liberty, 
And  protected  against  oppression,  but  not  necessa- 
jily  participating  in  political  power,  would  remain 
ihe  industrious  and  happy  laborers  in  the  fields, 
not  of  their  masters,  but  their  protectors.  Secured 
in  the  fruits  of  their  industry,  they  would  be  provi- 
dent and  frugal;  the  product  of  their  labor  would 
be  immensely  greater  than  in  a  state  of  slavery, 
and  the  proprietors  of  the  soil,  their  former  mas- 
ters, would  derive  greater  profit  from  their  earn- 
ing, with  far  less  care  and  responsibility. 

To  those  who  treat  these  suggessions  as  chi- 
merical, the  experience  of  other  times  and  other 
nations  ouffht  to  afford  an  impressive  lesson.  The 
vassals  and  serfs  of  feudal  times  were  in  a  condi- 
tion as  degraded  and  dependent  as  the  slaves  of 
Virginia  and  the  Carolinas.  The  boors  of  the 
Russian  and  the  Polish  nobility  and  great  land- 
holders, are  attached  to  the  soil  and  transferable 
with  it.  In  France,  before  the  Revolution,  the 
laboring  classes,  though  not  nominally  slaves, 
were  so  in  reality,  and  much  more  wretched  than 
those  in  our  country.  Even  in  England,  the 
country  which  luis  so  frequently  reproached  us  for 
ihe  continuance  of  a  system  inconsistent  with  our 
principles,  the  laborers  in  their  manufacturing 
towns  are  far  more  miserable  than  the  slaves  of 
humane  masters.  The  latter  are  sure  of  comforta- 
ble sustenance,  and  are  cherished  in  sickness  and 
old  a^e;  while  arbitrary  regulation  of  wages,  the 
liability  to  be  turned  from  employment,  the  pesti- 
lence of  a  crowded  population,  the  squalid  and 
loathsome  condition  of  their  dwellings,  and  the 
horrors  of  the  poor-house,  all  contribute  to  make 
the  condition  oi  English  laborers  in  manufactur- 
ing towns  incomparably  worse  than  the  slaves  of 
our  Southern  States.  The  wretched  beings  to 
whom  I  have  alluded  not  only  wear  the  human 
form,  but  the  same  color  with  the  higher  classes. 
Yet  who  would  have  the  courage  to  proclaim,  in 
those  countries,  the  necessity  or  even  the  possi- 
bility of  meliorating  the  condition  of  the  inferior 
orders?  Whoever  should  attempt  such  an  enter- 
prise, would  be  treated  as  a  preacher  of  sedition, 
or  a  madman.  But,  can  any  one  doubt  that  the 
French  Revolution  might  have  been  arrested,  had 
the  nobility  and  clergy,  who  engrossed  all  the 
property  of  the  nation,  relaxed  their  oppression 
only  so  far  as  to  have  participated  the  public  bur- 
dens? They  were  deaf  to  the  warning  voice  of 
history,  and  the  terrible  explosion  of  the  Revolu- 
tion prostrated  their  privileges  and  ended  their 
oppression.  In  Russia,  Poland,  and  Germany, 
symptoms  have  appeared  of  a  disposition  in  the 
sovereign  and  in  tne  privileged  classes,  to>elax  the 
rigor  of  their  yoke,  and  impart  to  their  slaves  some 
portion  of  the  rights  of  humanity,  and  the  fruits  of 
their  labor.  Possibly,  in  those  nations,  a  grain  of 
seasonable  wisdom  may  rescue  them  from  the  fate 
of  inexorable  oppressors.  It  remains  to  be  seen, 
whether  there  is  wisdom  and  virtue  enough  in 
Bngland  to  reform  abuses,  to  relieve  the  starving 
and  improvident  victims  of  their  manufacturing 
system,  before  the  accumulation  of  vice,  of  suffec* 


ing,  and  of  oppression,  shall  thicken  to  a  tempest, 
and  prostrate  the  monuments  of  learning,  of  power, 
and  of  glory,  for  so  many  ages  the  boast  of  that 
mighty  empire. 

To  the  wisdom  and  virtue  of  the  slaveholding 
States  it  must  be  submitted,  whether  they  will  per- 
sist in  riveting  the  ifetters  oi  their  slaves,  and  shut- 
tine  every  avenue  of  emancipation,  or  whether  they 
will  devise  a  great  system,  whicn  shall  improve 
their  condition,  and,  m  due  time,  extirpate  every 
vestige  of  that  curse  and  reproach  of  our  country. 
The  difference  of  color  can  be  no  obstacle  to  the 
enlightened  plan ;  it  must  be  a  perpetual  barrier, 
ind^,  a^inst  a  commixture  ol  blood,  and  will, 
therefore,  leave  to.  the  master  superior  respect,  the 
riffht  of  protection,  and  the  voluntary  services  and 
labor  of  a  grateful  and  happy  race.  Such  a  course^ 
once  fully  adopted  by  the  Southern  States,  would 
increase  their  population  and  wealth,  as  the  pro- 
duct of  labor  would  increase.  Instead  of  angry 
collisions  with  their  sister  States,  mutual  esteem 
and  increasing  confidence  would  be  the  happy  re- 
sult of  tbis  magnanimous  measure.  Such  a  just 
and  enlightened  course  of  policy,  so  new  in  the 
annals  of  nations,  must  attract  the  admiration  of 
mankind,  and  the  gratitude  of  future  ages. 

Our  opponents  in  this  debate  have  frequentlv 
indulged  in  pointed  sarcasms  and  severe  reproacn 
on  the  supposed  arguments  in  favor  of  excludiDg 
slavery,  which  are  founded  on  religion  and  mo- 
rality. While  tbey  have  thought  proper  to  impute 
all  such  arguments  to  rank  hypocrisy,  they  have 
not  failed  to  exert  all  their  ingenuity  to  prove  that 
the  extension,  or,  as  they  choose  to  say,  the  diffu- 
sion of  slavery,  will  diminish  the  evil;  and  that, 
consequently,  such  diffusion  is  consistent  with  mo- 
ralitv.  Many  have  gone  farther,  and  have  assert- 
ed tnat  slavery  is  encouraged  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, and  not  forbidden  in  the  New  \  fft)m  which 
they  infer,  that  it  is  not  offensive  in  the  eye  of 
Heaven. 

It  is  sufficient  for  me,  sir,  to  reply,  that  slavei^ 
is  oppressive  and  unjust,  an  ^'  intolerable  evil 
and  a  curse ;"  it  cannot,  therefore,  but  be  the  deep- 
est shade  of  immorality.  Nor .  can  the  christian 
system  be  reproached  with  giving  any  countenance 
to  such  an  enormity.  The  Founder  of  our  Reh- 
gion  announced  to  nis  disciples  that  "  his  kingdom 
was  not  of  this  world ;"  he  intermeddled  not  with 
"  thrones  and  dominions,"  or  with  the  civil  insti- 
tutions of  mankind.  T.o  these,  indeed,  he  incul- 
cated obedience  and  submission.  In  vain  should 
we  look  in  Scripture  for  any  authority  to  resist  the 
encroachments  of  despotism ;  even  our  Revolution 
would  have  found  no  precept  there  to  break  the 
British  yoke  and  establish  our  lib^ties.  One  sub- 
lime maxim,  however,  comprehends  all  virtue  and 
all  duty  to  mankind :  "  Do  to  others  as  you  would 
that  they  should  do  to  you."  Let  this  be  univer- 
sally obeyed,  and  all  tyranny  will  cease,  and  re- 
sistance be  unnecessary.  Let  this  ]»revaii,  and  the 
yoke  of  slavery  and  the  rod  of  oppression  will  be 
broken  forever.  I  should  not  have  answered  such 
observations,  nor  attempt  to  throw  reproach  and 
ridicule  on  our  principles,  but  to  exhibit  the  har- 
mony which  may  be  found  in  religion  and  virtue, 
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with  the  just  intapretation  and  practical  effect  of 
our  happy  Constitnticm. 

In  expressing  my  views  on  this  momentous  suV 
jeet)  I  have  not  pursued  the  ptath  of  feeling.  The 
harmony  of  our  national  Union  has  been  my  pole 
star.  General  freedom,  the  equal  and  inalien- 
able rights  of  mankind,  are  the  pure  spirit  of  our 
republican  system.  To  resist  encroachment,  to 
guard  with  vigilance  the  bulwarks  of  our  Consti- 
tution, is  the  duty  of  every  citizen.  By  the  faith- 
ful performance  of  this  great  duty,  we  may  justly 
hope  the  permanence  of  our  liberties,  and  the  ma- 
turity of  our  glory. 

Mr.  Baldwin^  of  Pennsylvania,  next  addressed 
the  Committee,  and  spoke  also  about  two  hours 
against  the  constitutional  right  of  Congress  to  im- 
pose the  restriction ;  and,  incidentally,  in  favor  of 
the  right  of  Coneress  to  restrict  slavery  in  the 
Territories  of  the  iJnited  States. 

The  Committee  then  rose. 


Friday,  February  25. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,-  transmitting  a  report  from 
the  Engineer  Department,  containing  the  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  Mili- 
tAiy  Academy  at  West  Point,  and  a  list  of  cadets 
wluch  were  attached  to  the  said  academy  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1815,  and  of  such  as  have  been 
appointed  between  that  day  and  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1819,  with  the  States  and  Terri^ries 
whence  they  came,  dcrc.,  containing  all  the  infor- 
mation required  by,  and  rendered  m  obedience  to, 
the  resolution  of  the  26th  of  February,  1819;  which 
letter  and  report  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Afiairi<. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  vras  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  John  O'Conner,  deceased," 
reportea  the  same  without  amendment,  and  tne 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

LAND-BOUNTY  CERTIFICATES. 
Mr.  Cook  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Ruolved,  That  the  Comoiittee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  iiN|aiTe  into  the  expediency  of  enebling 
those  ioldien  of  the  late  war,  who  are  entitled  to  a 
land  boDDty,  and  have  not  received  the  same,  to  ob- 
tain certificates  in  lieu  thereof,  for  such  torn  aa  may 
be  deemed  reasonable,  making  such  certificate  receiva- 
ble only  in  payment  for  public  lands  ofiered  for  sale  by 
the  United  Sutes. 

Mr.  C.  said,  in  offering  the  resolution  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  he.  must  confess  that  the 
interest  which  he  felt  in  the  measure  was  too 
strong  to  allow  it  to  meet  its  fate„  without  offering 
some  reasons  in  its  favor.  To  those  who  have  in- 
quired at  all  into  this  subject,  said  he,  it  will  be 
found  that  there  are  between  seven  and  eight  thou- 
sand soldiers  who  have  not  received  their  land- 
bounty  ;  and,  according  to  the  pesent  mode  of 
paying  them,  it  will  consume  about  one  million 
one  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land.  If  anj 
measure  can  be  adopted  which  will  render  this 


bounty  more  valuable  to  the  soldiers  who  have 
fought  your  battles,  conquered  your  enemies,  and 
given  lustre  to  your  national  character,  without 
injury  to  the  public  interest,  I  think  it  is  worthy 
oi  the  consideration  of  the  Government,  and  de- 
serves to  be  adopted.  In  offering  this  tx)unty  to 
the  soldiers  of  your  army,  I  conceive  it  was  to  in- 
duce the  soldier  to  enlist  imder  your  banners ;  and 
after  performing  his  duty,  to  have  a  home,  a  rest- 
ing place  for  himself  and  his  family.  But.  sir, 
from  the  manner  in  which  this  bounty  has  been 
given,  it  must  be  manifest  to  all  who  know  any 
thin^  about  it,  that  it  has  fallen  short  of  that  ol^ 
ject  m  a  mast  unfortunate  extent.  Owing  to  the 
remoteness  of  these  lands  from  the  settled  parts  of 
the  country,  and  the  consequent  absence  of  the 
conveniences  of  society  and  neighborhood,  the 
soldiers  have  been  unable  to  improve  their  lands, 
and,  from  their  general  poverty,  have  been  com- 
pelled to  sell  them  to  the  speculators  to  obtain  the 
means  of  supplying  their  immediate  wants,  and 
this  too  at  so  reduced  a  price  as  to  be  of  but  little 
service.  Indeed,  sir,  the  management  of  the  spec- 
ulators has  been  such  as  to  keep  down  the  price  of 
those  Jand^  to  the  lowest  possible  amount,  and 
they  will  continue  so  to  do,  at  least  until  the  poor, 
but  meritorious  soldiers,  have  been  rifled  of  their 
property — until  it  shall  all  be  in  their  hands. 

My  object,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  to  allow  those 
soldiers  who,  from  the  tardiness  of  the  Government, 
have  not  received  their  bounty,  who  may  choose 
to  do  so,  to  obtain  in  lieu  of  such  bounty  a  certifi- 
cate for  such  amount  as  Congress  may  think  just, 
and  make  such  certificates  recoverable  oniv  in 
payment  for  public  lands.  Sir,  I  believe,  it  the 
Government  would  give  to  the  soldier  his  choice, 
either  to  take  his  bounty  where  the  Government 
may  choose  to  assign  it  to  him,  or  to  takeaeertifi* 
cate  which  would  enable  him  to  enter  eighty  acres 
(the  one  half  of  his  present  bounty)  within  the 
limits  of  the  settlements,  after  the  sales  are  over— 
for  I  would  be  unwilling  to  give  them  a  right  of 
pre-emption  for  that  quantity — that  some  thousands 
of  them,  who  are  now  without  homes,  living  in 
wretchedness,  would  gladly  receive  such  certificates, 
and  secure  themselves  in  comfortable  homes.  And 
in  this  way  there  would  be  a  mutual  saving.,  both 
to  the  Government  and  the  soldier.  The  Govemr- 
ment  would  save  one  half  of  the  land,  and  yet 
give  to  the  soldier  more  value  to  him  than  the 
value  of  the  present  bount)\  In  doing  this,  Mr. 
Speaker,  the  soldier,  who  is  living  now  both .  in 
vice  and  poverty,  would  find  an  asylum  where 
comfort  would  smile  around  him,  and  where  his 
vicious  habits,  contracted  in  the  camp,  would  be 
corrected  br  the  influence  of  those  around  him, 
who  have  lostered  the  virtues  of  civilized  life.  It 
would  also,  Mr.  Speaker,  prevent  an  extension  of 
that  principle  which  has  converted  so  much  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  at  least  into  a  temporary  wilder- 
ness ;  that  delightful  bod)[  of  land  lying  between 
the  Illinois  and  Mississippi  rivers,  embracing  more 
than  five  million  of  acres,  has  to  such  an  extent 
fallen  into  the  hands  or  speculators,  who  have 
bought  it  for  a  mere  trifle,  that  it  will  be  unin- 
habited for  many  yean — a  section,  abore  all  others^ 


1491 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1492 


H.  OF  R. 


Admimon  of  MiisouH. 


February,  1820. 


which  it  is  deairahle  to  have  settled.  The  bounty 
of  the  Government,  owing  to  the  manner  of  con- 
ferring it,  has  thus  done  but  little  good  to  the 
soldier,  and  established  a  nuisance  in  that  flourish- 
ing  State. 

Sir,  I  have  seen  the  poor  soldier  who  has  come 
from  the  almost  extreme  east  of  our  country  to 
Illinois,  who  has  heard  a  fine  and  just  description 
of  that  State,  with  joy  in  his  countenance,  to  see 
his  land,  that  land  which  was  rendered  dear  to 
him,  because  he  had  fought  and  conquered  the 
enemies  of  your  country  to  obtain  it.  But  when 
he  learned  that  it  was  so  remote  from  neighbors, 
and  from  those  indispensabl;e  advantages  of  society, 
his  joy  was  turned  into  mortification,  and  he  was 
driven  to  the  shop  of  the  speculator,  to  {NTOCUre,  in 
exchange  for  it,  such  bounty  as  their  generosity 
might  advance. 

f  do  think,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  melioration  of 
the  condition  of  sucn  a  number  of  those  deserving 
men,  is  worthy  of  consideration ;  and  more  especial- 
ly when  it  can  be  done  without  detriment  to  the 
nation.  Sir,  if  you  should  wish  hereafter  to  call 
upon  the  patriotism  of  the  people  to  fight  your 
battles,  will  not  the  effect  of  this  measure  tend  to 
invite  them  to  your  standard?  They  will  look 
back  with  confidence,  and  feel  safe  in  obtaining 
the  just  reward  of  their  country. 

I  do  hope,  Mr.  Speaker,  that,  notwithstanding 
the  great  mass  of  business  before  us,  this  subject 
will  receive  its  merited  consideration. 

The  question  was  then  put  whether  the  House 
would  now  consider  the  resolution,  and  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  Speaker  having  announced  the  orders  of 
the  day — 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Massachusetts,  rose,  and  said  he 
did  not  now  wish  to  consume  the  time  of  the  House 
upon  a  subject^  the  progress  of  which  seemed  to 
be  stamped  with  all  the  marks  of  eternity.  But 
he  rose  merely  to  move  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  be  discharged  from  any  further  considera- 
tion of  the  Missouri  bill. 

Mr.  LowMDBS  said,  that  if  the  ^ntleman  from 
Massachusetts  insisted  on  this  motion  being  put, 
he  would  cheerfully  vote  in  favor  it ;  yet,  it  he 
would  consent  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  the  pre- 
sent, to  give  two  or  three  gentlemen  more  an  op- 
portunity to  speak  to-day,  he  thought  it  might  be 
a  saving  of  time,  and  the  motion  could  be  renewed 
again,  if  necessary,  to-morrow  morninff,  which 
would  then,  he  thought,  receive  a  decided  support. 

Mr.  HiLLaoquiesc^  in  this  suggestion, and  with- 
drew his  motion. 

The  House  Uien  again  went  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Cobb  in  the  chair,  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  EaviN,  of  South  Carolina,  took  the  floor, 
and  s{>oke  at  considerable  length  against  the 
restriction. 

Mr.  Scott,  of  Missouri,  said,  it  had  been  erro- 
neously stated  that  Missouri  demanded  that  which 
she  ought  more  modestly  to  sue  for  as  a  matter  of 
special  grace  and  favor.  In  the  remarks  which  he 
saotdd  now  have  the  honor  to  submit  on  the  sub- 


ject, he  did  not  wish  to  be  again  misanderstood  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Taylor,)  or  any  other  quarter.  Mr.  8.  did  not 
sound  the  tocsin  of  alarm — ^he  did  Qot  beat  np  for 
volunteers  in  rebellion  against  the  constituted  au- 
thorities of  his  country — bat  he  should  d^rada 
counteract,  and  even  misrepresent,  the  wishes  of 
the  people  of  Missouri,  was  ne  to  press  their  claim 
for  admission  into  the  Union  by  obsequioas  sup- 
plications and  prayers,  suited  alone  to  the  taste  and 
palates  of  sycophants  or  of  tyrants.  Sir,  said  Mr. 
S.,  Missouri  asks,  in  the  true  American  character 
of  moderation  and  firmness,  your  assistance  to 
organize  her  State  govemmentl  as  preparatory  to 
her  admission  into  the  Union.  Sne  did  not  sink  her- 
self beneath  notice,  by  an  affectation  of  inferiorityj 
meekness,  dependence,  and  submission,  which  she 
did  not  feel,  nor  did  she,  by  any  rash  declarations, 
or  warlike  attitudes,  authorize  the  ungenerous  in- 
sinuations that  there  was  in  that  people  a  moral 
unfitness  for  self-government.  There  had  been  no 
exhibition  of  such  a  spirit  of  boisterous  domination 
as  ought  to  induce  you  to  shun  their  company,  or 
to  avoid  associating  with  them  as  a  member  of  the 
federal  family.  Missouri  presented  herself  with 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  in  one  hand, 
and  the  treaty  of  cession  in  the  other,  and  asked 
admission  into  the  Union.  She  exhibited^  as  pre- 
liminaries^ a  long  apprenticeship  under  the  guard- 
ianship or  your  laws  *,  amoral  capacity  and  fitnea 
in  the  people  for  self-government ;  a  devoted  at- 
tachment to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  land ; 
a  firm  and  fixed  republican  character ;  and  num- 
bers sufficient  to  entitle  her  to  two  Representatives. 
She  did  not  attempt  to  deceive  Congress  in  refer- 
ence to  her  territory,  or  the  number  of  her  inhab- 
itants ;  she  presented  an  actual  map  of  the  surveys 
of  the  country,  by  which  a  calculation  might  be 
made,  within  a  few  miles,  of  the  exact  extent  of 
her  boundaries ;  she  produced  documents  in  support 
of  her  population,  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  most  cod- 
scientious  and  scrupulous ;  she  was  not  driven  to  the 
subterfuge  of  counting  her  citizens  cmd  travellers 
in  every  county  through  which  they  might  pass,  to 
make  out  her  pretensions  to  admission,  ana  then, 
to  take  ofi*  the  odium  of  this  deception,  to  christen 
the  transaction  with  the  name  oi  pious  fraud,  be- 
cause the  great  object  in  view  was  to  jump  into 
the  Union,  and  obtain  the  blessed  privilege  of  dic- 
tating to  her  superiors  and  her  neighbors.  Mr.  S. 
regretted  that  this  question  had  produced  so  much 
excitement ;  he,  however,  disclaimed  the  responsi- 
bility of  ultimate  measures,  because  he  was  acting 
only  on  the  defensive,  and  was  not  one  of  the  pro- 
posers or  supporters  of  the  proposition  that  had 
caused  it.  If  it  was  of  recent  date,  he  would  en- 
tertain some  hopes  of  its  short  duration.  But,  for 
more  than  one  year,  this  question  had  agitated 
many  sections  of  this  Qovemment ;  it  had  mixed 
and  mingled  with  every  topic;  it  had  operated 
on,  and  even  controlled,  elections.  He  had  seen 
one  instance  of  its  powerful  influence  in  an  adjoin- 
ing State,  and  he  feared  similar  sacrifices  had  or 
would  be  made  in  other  quarters,  of  honorable  men, 
I  for  their  int^^ty  and  attachment  to  the  principles 
I  of  the  Constitution. 


1498 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


1494 


FSBKUABT,  1830. 


AimiuUn  of  Miiioturi. 


H.  OF  R. 


Mr.  8.  said,  that  both  the  advocate$  for,and  those 
opposed  to,  thifi  restrictiooy  who  had  preceded  him, 
had  divided  the  subject  into  three  h^nuds :  the  first 
resting  on  the  Coostitution ;  the  second  on  the 
treaty  of  cession ;  and  the  third  on  the  expediency 
of  the  measure.  There  were  other  grounds,  grew 
ing  out  of  the  relations  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Territory  of  Missouri,  and  that  he  considered  as  not 
only  coaneeted  with,  but  conclusive  on,  the  subject, 
and  which  he  would  hereafter  examine :  he  would, 
however,  first  advert  to  the  nature  of  this  proposi- 
tion, which  gentlemen  had  contended  they  had  the 
rifht  to  make.  Some  had  dignified  it  with  the  name 
of  treaty ;  some  with  the  name  of  compact,  while 
others  had  contended  far  the  broader  ground,  that 
you  have  the  power  to  r^trict  Missouri,  in  virtue 
of  your  sovereignty  over  (he  territory.  On  all 
occasions,  it  was  of  the  first  importance  to  under- 
stand the  question,  but  more  particularly  so  where 
it  involved  the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  or 
the  rights  of  the  people,  it  was,  then,  either  mat^ 
ter  of  treaty  or  ooaipact,  between  Congress  and 
Missouri,  or  it  was  an  ordinary  act  of  legislation. 

Mr.  S.  contended  that,  if  Congress  had  the  right 
to  impose  this  restriction,  as  an  ordinary  act  of 
legislation,  by  virtue  of  their  soverei^ty  over  the 
territory,  that  then  they  could  not  support  the 
ground  that  it  was  either  a  treaty  or  a  comjpact 
with  Missouri.    Vattel,  in  his  Law  of  Nations, 
page  192.  section  154,  laid  it  down  as  a  fixed  prin^ 
ciple,  "  tnat  public  treaties  can  only  be  made  by 
superior  powers,  bv  sovereigns  who  contract  in  the 
name  of  the  State.''    It  was  of  the  first  importance 
in  every  State,  that  it  should  be  well  understood 
where  the  power  of  making  treaties  resided.    It 
was  important  to  the  State  itself,  and  doubly  so  as 
related  to  foreign.  Governments  with  whom  you 
are  to  treat.     Vattel,  page  193,  section  154,  said, 
"  it  is  from  the  fundamental  laws  of  each  State, 
^  that  we  must  karn  where  resides  the  authority 
'  that  is  capable  of  contracting' with  validity  in  the 
'  name  of  the  State."    By  the  Constitution,  which 
is  the  fundamental  law  of  the  United  States,  in 
article  second,  section  second,  the  power  to  make 
treaties  was  given  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  the  Senate,  and  that  disposition  of  this 
branch  of  the  supreme  power,  by  the  people,  had 
the  unequivocal  effect  of  divesting  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  this  power ;  not  only  |he  House 
of  Representatives  was  deprived  of  the  exercise  of 
this  power,  but  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  were 
they  of  one  accord,  had  not  the  power  to  propose 
or  make  a  treaty ;  and  the  case  in  lavor  of  his  ar- 
g]ament  was  infinitely  stronger,  when  it  was  con- 
sidered that  the  Senate,  who,  fay  the  Constitution, 
was  a  component  part  of  the  treaty^Daking  power, 
was,  as  to  the  questicm  under  discussion,  actually 
opposed  to  its  success.  Had  the  Constitution  stopped 
here,  it  would  have  been  sufficient  for  aU  the  pur- 
poses of  the  ar^ment.    The  10th  section  of  the 
1st  article  had,  m  express  terms,  inhibited  a  State 
from  '^  entering  into  any  treaty,  alliMice,  or  con- 
federation."   Was  even  a  State  to  make  a  treaty, 
it  would,  upon  principles  that  are  recognised  m 
VatteL  page  195,  section  161,  <<  be  void,  for  want 
of  siayBocienl  power  to  make  it."    And  yet  a  State 


had  a  constitution  or  fundamental  law.  How 
would  the  argument  bear  gentlemen  out,  whai  it 
was  applied  to  a  mere  territory  not  absdutely 
sovereign  within  its  own  lines,  and  that  had  not 
any  constitution  or  fundamentallaw'?  If  Missouri 
had  the  right  to  treat  with  Congress,  it  must  be  in 
punnanoe  of  her  sovereignty ;  and  that  same  sov- 
ereignty would  give  her  the  equal  right  to  treat  with 
any  other  power,  and  which,  if  she  was  to  attempt 
to  do*  he  had  little  doubt  gentlemen  wofdd  then,  if 
not  before,  deny  her  power  to  aceomj^ish.  He 
thought  it  was  sufficiently  elucidated  that  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  much  less  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, had  not  the  power,  in  shape  of  a  treaty, 
that  a  State  had  not  the  power,  and  that  a  territory, 
possessing  even  less  sovereignty  than  a  State,  had 
It  not. 

Mr.  S.  said,  that  the  next  ground  gentlemen  had 
rdied  on  was,  that  this  restriction  might  be  im- 
posed on  Missouri,  by  way  of  compact.  Vattd, 
page  193,  section  152,  laid  it  down  *^  that  treaty 
and  compact  are  synonymous  terms,  where  perpe- 
tuity is  the  object."  This  restriction  was  to  be 
fixed,  unalterable,  etemal^no  change  of  time, 
circumstances,  or  condition,  was  to  place  it  in  the 
power  of  ^e  people  of  Missouri  to  alter  this  fea- 
ture in  their  constitution.  He  defined  a  compact 
to  be  an  agreement,  or  contract  to  do,  or  not  to  do, 
a  particular  thing.  Again,  agreements  were  either 
v<uttntary  or  involuntary;  if  involuntarv  (as  this 
would  be  in  reference  to  the  people  of  Missouri) 
it  was  competent  for  the  party  to  avoid  it  as  early 
as  possible.  If  voluntary,  and  had  for  its  object 
that  which  the  parties  might  lawfully  do,  it  was 
binding — the  acquisition  of  power  by  Congress, 
by  way  of  compact  or  treaty,  beyond  what  the 
people  had  given  them^  was  not  a  lawful  object; 
if  it  were,  Uongress  might  progress  in  exacting 
from  States  a  surrender  of  powers  until  they  had 
accumulated  sufficient  strength  to  swallow  up  the 
whole.  And  was  any  one  State  disposed  to  make 
a  surrender  of  any  portion  of  its  powers  or  sover- 
dgnty  to  the  Qeneral  Gbvernment?  He  doubted 
very  much  whether,  from  the  evil  tendency  and 
dangerous  example  it  would  furnish,  the  other 
States  would  stand  by  and  see  it  done.  Mr.  S. 
would  put  the  question  to  geatiemen  whetlter  Con- 
gress could,  by  treaty,  compact,  or  law,  surrender 
any  of  the  powers  given  by  the  Constitution  for 
the  benefit  of  the  whole?  Congress  were  but  the 
bankers  of  the  people,  to  the  amount  of  power 
deposited,  and  tne  Umd  could  only  be  distributed 
in  the  shape  of  laws,  when  the  necessities  of  their 
country,  or  the  good  of  the  people,  required.  The 
deposite  was  so  sacred  that  Cfongress  could  not 
dgree  to  diminish  it  in  any  viray  that  should  coun- 
teract the  purposes  for  wluch  it  was  given.  Conf- 
gress  could  not  agree  to  relinquish  the  right  to  im- 
pose taxes  on  any  particular  State ;  or  the  right  to 
regulate  commerce  in  reference  to  any  one,  or  all 
the  States ;  or  give  any  preference  to  the  ports  of 
one  State  over  those  of  any  other  State ;  or  to  give 
to  one  State  more  exemptions  or  a  greater  repre- 
sentation than  her  federal  condition  entitled  her 
to.  If  Congress  could  not  give  powers  to  a  State, 
s^  could  not  take  privileges  away.    In  fact,  C<m- 
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gress  could  not  relinquish  its  sorereignty  on  any 
of  the  oh^ects  ovet  which  it  is  made  soverei^  «hy 
the  Constitution.  By  a  parity  of  reasoning,  a 
State  could  not  surrender  by  compact  any  portion 
of  the  sovereignty  retained  to  it  oy  the  Constitu- 
tion, or  which  it  possessed  by  virtue  of  inherent 
rip^hts ;  but  if  a  State  could  relinquish  any  portion 
of  its  sovereignty,  it  must  first  be  considered  inde- 
pendent to  enable  it  to  do  so,  and  not  be  in  a  con- 
aition  of  territorial  dependence.  State  rights  are 
as  fully  secured  by  the  Constitution  as  the  rights 
of  Congress,  or  of  the  General  Government ;  the 
law  of  nations  and  of  nature  operated  alike  on  the 

feneral  and  State  governments.  Vattd,  in  pag^ 
,  section  18,  says,  that  ^^  a  State  or  nation  is 
obliged  to  preserve  itself,  and  has  a  right  to  every 
thing  necessary  for  its  preservation."  The  sover- 
eignty of  a  State  was  necessary  for  its  happiness 
and  preservation,  and  could  not  lawfully  be  dimin- 
ished by  any  compact.  By  VcUUl,  paffe  10,  section 
31,  "the  consequences  of  a  good  or  bad  constitu- 
'  tion  being  of  such  importance,  and  the  nation 
'  being  strictly  obliged  to  procure,  as  far  as  possible, 
'  the  best  and  most  convenient  one,  it  has  a  right  to 

*  every  thing  necessary  to  enable  it  to  fulfil  this 
'  obligation.  It  is  then  manifest,  that  a  nation  has 
^  an  indisputable  right  to  form,  maintain,  and  per- 

<  feet  its  constitution;  to  regulate, at  pleasure, every 
'  thing  relating  to  its  government,  and  that  no  per- 
'  son  can  have  a  iust  right  to  hinder  it.    Gbvern- 

*  ment  is  only  estaolishea  for  the  sake  of  the  nation, 

<  with  a  view  to  its  safety  and  happiness."  A  State 
was  as  much  bound  by  the  Constitution  and  the 
law  of  nature  to  preserve  its  integrity  and  sover- 
eignty, in  reference  to  the  State,  as  Congress  were 
by  the  Constitution  and  law  of  nature  to  preserve 
the  integrity  and  sovereignty  of  the  nation.  An 
acquisition  or  surrender  oi  powers  and  sover- 
eignty, by  either  the  general  or  a  State  govern- 
ment, beyond  what  the  Constitution,  the  law  of 
nations,  and  the  law  of  man  had  pointed  out, 
would  be  unlawful,  and  consequently  void. 

The  confederation  of  the  several  States  was,  in 
fact,  nothing  more  or  less  than  an  alliance,  offen- 
sive and  defensive ;  each  State  was  an  ally  in  re- 
Sard  to  all  the  other  States.  Missouri  proposed  to 
ecome  one  of  the  allies  in  the  Confederation ;  but 
she  did  not  intend  to  contract  an  unequal  alliance 
that  amounted  to  a  diminution  of  her  sovereignty ; 
nor  could  she,  constitutionally,  do  so  if  she  would. 
Gentlemen  had  said  that  this  proposition,  if  acceded 
to  by  Missouri,  did  not  amount  to  a  diminution  of 
her  sovereignty;  and  that,  therefore,  she  might 
lawfully  make  the  compact,  and  Congress  might 
lawfully  exact  it.  Sovereignty  in  the  United  States 
was  something  more  than  a  mere  name — it  was  an 
octooZ  condUion  of  a  State.    Vattel,  page  2,  section 

4,  said,  "any  nation  that  governs  itself,  under  what 
form  soever,  without  dependence  on  any  foreign 
power,  is  a  sovereign  Sta(e ;  its  rights  are  natu- 
rally the  same  as  those  of  any  other  State."    Mr. 

5.  was  well  apprized  that  the  law  of  nations  (Vat- 
tel, page  2,  section  5)  recognised,  in  certain  cases, 
as  "  sovereign  States,  those  which  had  anited  tbem- 

<  selves  to  another  more  powerful  by  an  unequal 

<  alliance,  in  which  to  the  more  powerful  is  given 


'  tnore  honor — to  the  weaker  more  assistance.'^ 
This  was  precisely  the  case  in  question ;  to  the 
General  Government  was  given  more  honor,  and 
even  more  strength — to  the  State  of  Missouri  more 
protection  and  assistance.     A  most  extravagant 
doctrine  had  been  advanced  by  gentlemen,  that 
Congress  had  the  right  to  exact  by  compact  any- 
thing, and  assent  to  any  condition,  provided  the 
State  was  left  in  possession  of  sufficient  soTereign- 
ty  to  enable  it  to  regulate  its  own  municipal  coa> 
cems ;  and  that,  as  the  State  of  Missouri  coaid 
exist  as  a  State,  shorn  of  this  attribute  of  sove^ 
reignty,  that  therefore  she  might,  by  compact,  sur- 
render it  to  Congress.  Mr.  S.  denied  the  soundness 
even  in  theory,  of  this  proposition,  but,  in  prac- 
tice, it  was  01  the  most  dangerous  tendency ;  a 
State  must  be  always  r^^arded  as  an  inferior  al)y 
in  reference  to  all  the  other  States  in  the  Confed- 
eracy.   The  argument  that  gentlemen  drew  from 
the  power  Congress  had  to  exact  tribute,  by  way 
of  taxes  from  the  States,  went  but  very  little  to 
support  the  proposition,  that  Congress  had  the 
power  to  contract  for  any  portion  of  the  sove- 
reignty of  a  State.     The  payment  of  tribute,  or 
taxes,  was  no  evidence  of  the  diminution  of  the 
sovereignty -of  a  State;  that  was  a  matter  to  which 
a  State  might  consent,  and  still  retain  all  its  essen- 
tial independence.    Vattel,  page  2,  section  7,  said, 
"  For,  though  the  payment  of  tribute  to  a  foreign 
'  Power  does,  in  some  degree,  diminish  the  dignity 

*  of  those  States,  from  its  being  a  confession  of 
^  their  weakness,  yet  it  suffers  their  sovereignty  to 

<  subsist  entire."  And  in  page  2,  section  6,  "  that 
'  a  weak  State  might,,  in  order  to  provide  for  its 
'  safety,  place  itsefi'  under  the  protection  of  a  more 
'  powerful  one,  and,  in  return,  agree  to  perform 
'  several  offices  equivalent  to  that  protection,  with- 
^  out  divesting  itself  of  the  right  of  government 

*  and  sovereignty." 

The  conditions  of  these  alliances  mi^ht  be  infi- 
nitely varied ;  but  Vattel,  page  2,  section  5,  bad 
shown  ^'  that  whatever  they  are,  provided  the  infe- 

<  rior  ally  reserved  to  itself  the  sovereignty,  or  the 

*  right  ot  governing  its  own  body,  it  ought  to  be 

*  considered  as  an  independent  State."  Gentlemen, 
however,  still  unconverted  to  the  great  and  essen- 
tial trutn  in  relation  to  States,  that  they  cannot, 
by  treaty  or  compact,  constitutionally  surrender 
any  portion  of  their  sovereignty,  had,  with  an  air 
of  triumph,  asked,  where  was  the  line  to  which 
they  might  go  without  trenching  on  the  independ- 
ence and  sovereignty  of  the  Sute?  Mr.  8.  would 
answer,  from  the  laws  of  nations.  Vattel,  p.  202, 
sect.  175,  declared,  that  "  the  sovereignty  subsists 
'  entire  and  unimpaired,  where  none  oif  its  constit- 
'  uent  rights  are  transferred  to  the  superior  ally,  or 

*  render^l,  as  to  the  exertion  of  them,  dependent 
^  on  his  win.  But  the  sovereignty  is  impaired 
^  when  any  of  its  rights  are  ceded  to  an  ally,  or 
'  even  if  the  use  of  uiem  be  merely  rendered  de- 
^  pendent  on  the  will  of  that  ally." 

The  connexion  of  master  ana  servant  was  a  do- 
mestic relation ;  the  intercourse  between  them  was, 
in  all  the  States,  matter  of  municipal  law ;  it  had 
been  always  considered  as  depending  on  the  con- 
stitutions and  laws  of  the  several  States,  and  not 
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the  subject  of  foreign  control.  The  relations  ex- 
isted in  other  States,  were  controlled  by  their  own 
institutions,  without  Congressional  interference; 
it  was  their  constitutional,  nay,  one  of  their  con- 
stituent rights,  to  regulate  this  connexion.  Ck)n- 
gress,  in  this  particuuar,  were  makini^  an  effort  to 
prohibit  the  existence  of.  this  relation  in  Missouri ; 
they  were  exerting  themselves  to  render  the  exer- 
cise of  this  sovereign,  constitutional,  and  constitu- 
ent right,  dependent  on  their  will ;  and  yet  gentle- 
men argue  that  this  is  not  a  compact  that  will 
diminish  the  sovereignty  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  S.  was  aware  that  there  were  cases  of  abso- 
lute necessity,  and  then  it  was  not  to  be  imputed 
as  a  crime,  (  Vattel,  page  303,  sect.  176,)  under  the 
pressure  uf  which  *'  a  State  would  l^ive  a  right  to 

*  place  herself  in  absolute  subjection,  and  renounce 
'  her  sovereignty  if  she  found  such  measures  ne- 
<  cessary  for  her  preservation;  by  a  much  strong 

*  reason  she  has  a  right,  under  tne  same  necessity. 
'  to  abandon  her  allies;  but  a  generous  people  will 

*  exhaust  every  resource  before  they  submit  to  terms 

*  so  severe  and  humiliatinff.''  The  consequence 
of  actinff  in  conformity  to  this  necessity  would  be, 
"  that  lul  former  engagements  would  fall  to  the 
ground,  together  with  the  power  that  had  con- 
cluded them.''  (Vattel,  page  3,  sect  176.)  Such 
would  be  the  case  in  regard  to  Missouri :  was  she 
to  accept  conditions  that  rendered  her  absolutely 
dependent  on  the  will  of  the  General  Government, 
all  her  former  and  present  engagements  would 
cease  to  be  binding,  because  the  sovereignty  thiat 
made  them  so  had  ceased  to  exist. 

Some  gentlemen,  thinking  the  ff round  taken  by 
their  coadjutors  was  too  broad,  had  narrowed  it 
down  to  this :  that  Concress  had  a  ri^t  to  con- 
tract for  the  surrender  of  any  portion  oi  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  State  of  Missouri,  provided  that 
such  right  did  not  deprive  her  of,  or  encroach  on, 
her  federal  rishts.  One  moment's  examination  of 
this  branch  of  the  question  would  put  it  forever  at 
rest.  All  had  agreed  that,  if  the  exposition  went 
to  deprive  her  of  a  federal  right,  that  the  requisi- 
tion could  not  be  made.  Under  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  second  section,  '*  Representa- 
'  tives  and  direct  taxation  shall  be  apportioned 
'  among  the  several  States  which  may  be  included 
'  within  the  Union,  according  to  their  respective 
'  numbers,  which  shall  be  determined  by  adding  to 
'  the  whole  number  of  free  persons,  including  those 

*  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and,  exdud- 

*  ing  Indians  not  taxed,  three-fifths  of  any. other 
'  persons."  He  desired  it  to  be  remembered,  that 
all  sf^ntlemen  had  agreed  that  Missouri  could  not 
be  deprived  of  a  federal  riffht :  now,  among  many 
other  federal  rights,  was  that  of  representation  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  according  to 
numbers,  to  be  calculated  in  pursuance  of  the  arti- 
cle of  the  Constitution  before  alluded  to.  Five 
negroes,  then,  were  equal  to  three  whites  in  that 
enumeration,  on  which  representation  was  found- 
ed. By  the  restriction  in  question,  then,  Congress 
undertook  to  deprive  Missouri  of  the  means  of  ac- 
quiring a  federal  right;  thus  doing  indirectly  what 
all  agreed  could  not  be  directly  .done.  Mr.  S. 
could  see  no  substantial  difference  between  depriv- 


ing Missouri  of  a  federal  right,  or  the  means  of 
aeauirinff  a  federal  right.  They  were,  both  the 
right  and  the  means  of  acquiring  the  right,  as  re- 
garded Missouri,  vested  rights  under  the '  Consti- 
tution, and  by  no  treaty,  compact,  or  law,  could 
she  be  constitutionally  deprived  of  either:  and 
was  Missouri  to  contract  for  this  surrexi'der,  it 
would  make  the  alliance,  as  regards  her  and  the 
other  States  in  the  Union,  in  reference  to  the  whole 
Union,  unequal,  unlawful^  and  consequently  void  ; 
and  wnat  would  be  void,  if  done,  it  was  not  com- 
petent for  the  parties  to  do.  It  was  laid  down  by 
vattel,  (page  203,  sec.  177,)  "that  every  State 
'  ought  to  t)e  jealous  of  her  glory,  careful  of  main- 
'  taining  her  dignity,  and  preserving  her  indepen- 

*  dence,  and  nothing  short  of  the  last  extremity, 

*  or  motives  the  most  weighty  and  substantial, 
'  ought  ever  to  induce  a  people  to  contract  an  one 

'  qual  alliance.  This  observation  is  particularly 
^  meant  to  apfrfy  to  treaties,  (or  compacts,)  when 
^  the  inequaiitv  prevails  on  the  side  of  the  weaker 
'  ally,  and  still  more  particularly  to  those  unequal 
'  alliances  that  de^de  the  sovereignty.  Men  of 
'  courage  and  ^irit  will  accept  such  treaties  (or 
'  compacts)  from  no  other  hands  but  those  of  impe- 
'  rious  necessity."  The  restriction  in  question 
would  degrade  the  sovereignty,  because  it  would 
diminish  the  State  indepen&nce,and  deprive  Mis- 
souri of  the  means  ot  acquirinff  federal  rights ; 
and  in  the  same  proportion  that  the  sovereignty  of 
Missouri  would  be  diminished,  and  the  exercise 
of  any  of  her  constituent  rights  rendered  de- 
pendent on  the  will  of  Congress.i-in  that  exact 
proportion  would  the  powers  of  Congress  be  in- 
creased beyond  those  given  by  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution. Mr.  S.  ho^  that  it  was  sufficiently 
clear  that  Congress,  neither  by  treaty  nor  compact 
could  increase  or  diminish  their  powers ;  nor  was 
it  competent  for  a  State,  by  treaty  or  compact,  to 
surrender  any  portion  of  its  sovereignty.  It  next 
remained  to  mquire,  whether  Congress  could,  by 
an  ordinary  act  of  legislation,  accomplish  the  ob- 
ject ?  And*  this  depended  on  the  powers  given  in 
the  Constitution. 

The  very  act  of  exacting  this  restriction  as  trea- 
ty, or  compact,  and  which  required  the  assent  of 
lAissouri,  showed  that  it  was  a  portion  of  the 
sovereignty  of  the  State,  that  you  cannot  take 
avTay  without  their  consent.  *  The  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  sets  out  with  this  principle — 
"that  all  legislative  powers  herein  granted  (not 
inferred)  shall  be  rested  in  a  Congress  of  the 
United  States."  But,  even  was  the  Constitution 
silent  as  to  the  disposition  of  powers  between  the 
Qoaeral  and  State  Governments,  a  knowledge  of 
the  history  how  the  Constitution  was  formed, 
would  ffive  a  strong  answer  against  the  assump- 
tion of  the  authority  now  contended  for.  The 
framers  of  the  Constitution  were  jealous  of  State 
rights,  and  therefore  left  nothing  ta  be  inferred, 
against  which  they  could  possibly  provide.  The 
powers  of  the  General  Government  were  the  del^ 
gated  powers,  and  not  the  powers  of  the  States,  or 
the  rignts  of  the  people  derived  from  the  Federal 
Government.  All  right  and  authority  was  inhe- 
rent in  the  people  j  they  alone  were  supreme ;  they 
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surrendered  ajportion  of  their  natural  and  inherent 
rights  to  the  State  authorities,  and  a  portion  of  the 
Federal  Government;  and  the  grant  by  them 
made  was  to  be  construed  only  for  their  benefit, 
and  in  the  advancement  and  protection  of  their 
other  rights.  Congress  had  no  powers  but  those 
expressly  given,  or  those  inferrible,  as  being  abso* 
lutely  necessai]^  and  proper  to  enabk  them  to  car- 
ry those  given  into  eifect.  The  ninth  and  tenth 
articles  of  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution 
settled  this  question:  the  first  of  which  provided, 
that  '^  the  enumeration  in  the  Constitution  of  cer- 
tain rights  shall  not  be  construed  to  deny  or  disi- 
parage  others  retained  bv  the  people."  And  the 
second  declared,  that  '^  tne  powers  not  delegated 
to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  pro- 
hibited by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the 
States,  respectively^  or  to  the  people."  When, 
therefore.  Congress  were  about  to  exercise  an  au- 
thority, it  was  to  the  enumerated  powers  in  the 
Constitution  that  thi^  were  to  look  for  the  right: 
if  not  found  there,  il  did  not  exist ;  for  all  imer 
t^axk  those  were  ii^iereBt  in,  and  expressly  reserved 
to,  the  States,  and  to  the  people. 

Mr.  8.  would  not  delay  the  House  by  attempting 
a  history  of  the  causes  and  formation  of  the  Con- 
stitution. It  was  well  known  to  have  been  a  mat* 
ter  of  compromise  between  free,  sovereiffo,  and  in- 
dqiendent  States ;  most  of  whom,  at  &e  time  of 
its  adoption,  held  more  or  less  slares ;  nor  was  it 
reasonable  to  suppose,  that  it  was  within  the  pur- 
view or  meaning  of  the  makers,  that,  at  any  sub- 
sequent period,  it  should  be  left  to  the  discretion  of 
either  paxtv  that  might  become  dominant,  to  impose 
slaves  on  those  who  had  them  not  contrary  to  their 
wishes-— or  to  deprive  others  who  had  them,  or 
who  entertained  a  wish  to  acquire  that  description 
of  property,  of  the  discretion  to  do  so.  Mr.  S.  not 
Qoly  denied  the  power  of  Congress  to  prohibit  the 
citizens  of  any  State  from  enjoying  the  advantages 
resulting  from  the  immediate  use  of  slaves,  but  he 
would,  also,  repel  their  pretensions  to  legislate  in' 
relation  to  the  increase.  Societies,  constitutions, 
and  laws,  were  as  much  formed  to  secure  the  fa-> 
eulties  and  produce  of  property,  as  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  immediate '  object  of  property  itself. 
Let  the  iegislatois  destroy  this  principle,  and  occi:^ 
ponejr  alone,  as  in  olden  times,  would  be  the  only 
remaining  evidence  of  property  and  of  right 

The  powers  given  to  Congress  by  the  Constitu- 
tion were  few^  express,  limited,  positive,  and  de- 
fined; the  majority  of  them  were  to-be  found. in 
Hie  8th  section  of  that  instmraent,  and  consisted 
in  the  authority  to  levy  taxes,  borrow  money,  and 
regulate  commerce ;  establish  an  unifiMm  system 
of  bankruptcy ;  to  regulate  the  coin,  punish  coo&- 
terieiting,  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads, 
constitute  courts,  declare  war,  raise  armies,  maio^ 
tain  a  navy,  call  forth  the  militia,  or^nize  and 
regulate  them ;  to  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  orer 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  their  forts,  maga- 
zines, arsenals,  dock-yards,  and  to  make  all  laws 
whicn  should  be  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into 
efiect  the  enumerated  powers.  Mr.  S.  could  not 
discover  that  the  authority  to  impose  restrictions 
on  States  oonld  be  derived  from  any  latitude  of 


constructiou*  growing  out  of  this  section.  But,  the 
powers  of  Consress  were  not  only  enumerated  and 
expressed  in  the  Constitution;  the  10th  section 
was  equally  explicit  in  declaring  of  what  attributes 
of  sovereignty  the  States  shoum  be  deprived  ;  no 
State  was  to  enter  into  any  treaty  of  alliance, 
grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  coin  money, 
emit  bilb  of  credit,  make  any  thing  but  gold  and 
silver  a  tender,  pass  any  bill  of  attainder,  ex  post 
facto  law,  impair  contracts  or  grant  titles  of  nobil- 
ity ;  nor,  without  consent  ol  Congress,  lay  imposts  or 
duties  on  imports  or  exports,  lay  any  duty  on  ton- 
nage, keep  troops  or  ships  of  war  in  time  of  peace, 
or  make  anv  agreement  with  any  foreign  Power, 
or  even  wita  a  sister  State,  or  engage  in  war,  un- 
less actually  invaded.  The  States,  then,  were  di- 
vested by  the  Constitution  of  no  portion  of  sov- 
ereignty but  those  actually  named  and  voluntariiy 
suvrenoered ;  all  other  powers,  and  the  residue  of 
sovereignty,  were  inherent  in,  and  expressly  re- 
served to,  the  States  and  the  people. 

It  was  said,  that,  since  the  year  1806,  Coagiess 
had  power  to  prohibit  the  migration  or  importa- 
tion of  such  persons  as  the  States  existing  at  the 
time  of  forming  the  Constitution  thought  proper 
to  admit;  and  that,  under  the  powers  ^ven  in  that 
clause  of  the  Constitution,  Congress  might  prohibit 
the  ronoval  of  slaves  to  Missouri,  both  as  a  terri- 
tory and  a  State,  and  impose  the  restriction.    The 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  not  only  adnui- 
ted  and  permitted,  but  was  partly  based  on  domes- 
tic slaver]|r ;  yet  gentlemen  said  it  was  contrary  to 
the  principles  and  genius  of  the  American  €k>v- 
ernment— Although  the  Constitution  in  but  few 
instances  recognised  them  to  be  free  moral  agents, 
but  acknowledged  them  to  be  property,  and  not 
freemen,  and  guarantied  to  the  master  an  owner- 
ship which  his  fellow-citizen,  living  in  ano^er 
State,  and  holding  different  principles,  could  not 
legislate  from  him.    The  3d  section  of  the  4th  ar- 
ticle of  the  Constitution  provided  that  **  no  person 
'  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State  under  the 
'  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  con- 
'  sequence  of  any  law  or  legi^tion  therein,  be  di&* 
^  charged  from  such  service  or  labor,  but  shall  be 
'  ddivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such 
'  service  or  labor  may  be  due."    A  sister  and  sov- 
ereign State  could  not  emancipate  slaves  fleeing 
to  its  jurisdiction ;  could  Congress,  thai,  do  tiist 
which  the  Constitution  -  had  said  should  not  be 
done  by  the  independent  sovereignty  to  which  the 
fugitive  fled  ?    The  framers  of  the  Consututioa 
never -thought  that  Congress  had  the  authority  to 
prohibit  tM  remoVal  of  slaves  to  any  State;  or 
that  they  would  pretend  to  the  still  more  alarming 
power  of  legislating  the  emancipation  of  slaves 
that  were  lawMly  in,  or  might  flee  to  anj  State 
It  was  considered  as  an  incident  of  sovereignty,  as 
a  matter  of  State  right  and  of  municipal  legisla- 
tion.   The  only  danger  was,  that  the  States  Tvould 
exercise  it  to  the  prejudice  of  each  other ;  against 
that  state  of  things  the  Constitution  had  guarded, 
and  deprived  the  respective  States  of  the  exercise 
of  that  power  which  they  had  without  such  pro- 
hibition.   To  make  the  argument  more  j^ain,  he 
would  state  a  case:    Could  Congress  pass  a  law 
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openting  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves  in  Keor 
tuekx,  or  of  their  increase?    Or^  could  Congress 
pass  a  law  declarin|[  that  if  a  citizen  of  Kentucky 
removed  to  Ohio  with  his  slaves,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  such  removal,  his  slaves  should  be  free  ? 
Or,  would  it  not  depend  on  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  Ohio  ?    If,  then.  Congress  could  not  pass 
a  law  emancipating  the  slaves  in  a  State,  or  pass 
a  law  declaring  that  their  emancipation  should  be 
the  consequence  of  removing  them  from  one  State 
to  another  State ;  it  was  not  within  the  seope  of 
his  faculties  to  discover  how  the  restriction  was 
authorized  by  this  clause  of  the  Constitution.    Bat 
let  it,  for  argument  only,  bejjfranted,  that  Congress 
had  the  power  to  prohibit  the  mij^ration  of  slaves 
from  anv  other  State  to  MissoorL  how  far  would 
that  authority  give  to  Congress  tne  right  to  legis- 
late in  reference  to  the  slaves,  and  the  children  of 
slaves,  that  were  now  in  Missouri  ?    The  power 
to  prohibit  the  migration  had  r^GNroice  alone  to 
the  State  where  the  alaves  were,  and  not  to  Mis- 
souri.   A  general  law,  then,  would  be  moat  proper, 
declaring  that  no  slave  should  be  removed  from 
one  State  to  another ;  and  that  would  be  a  ques- 
tion of  restriction  for  the  slavehohiin^  States  to 
submit  to,  and  not  the  question  of  restriction  in  re- 
gard to  Missouri*    The  term  mtgraUon  indicated 
an  exercise  of  free  will,  the  exercise  of  which  was 
not  to  be  attributed  to  slaves ;  and  he  believed  the 
real  meaning  of  that  portion'  of  the  Constitution 
was  to  authorize  Congress  to  prohibit,  after  1808, 
that  great  influx  of  the  rabble  of  foreign  countries, 
who,  minting  to  the  United  States  encumbered 
with  their  passions  and  prejudices,  mif  ht,  in  the 
end,  endanger  the  Constitution  and  tne  Union. 
The  term  mpoftoHon  ail  understood  as  solely  in- 
tended to  provide  against  the  further  introduction, 
from  abroad,  of  the  unhappy  sons  and  daughters 
of  Africa,  and  not  to  ^ive  to  Congress  the  power 
to  reffulftte  the  distribution  of  thiMe  that  were  here. 
The  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
Constitution  provided  that  ^  the  citizens  of  each 
State  should  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and 
inuaunities  of  citizens  of  the  several  States."   The 
obvious  meaning  of  this  clause  was.  that  the  rights 
of  the  citizens  in  one  State  should  be  equal  to  the 
rights  of  the  eitiaensof  any  other  State,  and  that, 
so  far  as  the  citizens  of  one  State  had  tne  right  to 
regulate  their  matters^  of  internal  policy,  so  far 
should  the  citizens  of  any  other  State  have  the 
same  rights^  priviley^  apd  immunities-^not  only 
the  lights  of  the  citizens,  individually,  but  their 
rights  taken  collectivdy  as  States,  were  to  be 
equal  in  all  remcts  whatsoever.    For  example,  if 
the  people  of  the  State  of  New  York  had  the  ex- 
clusive power  to  make  their  own  constitution  and 
laws,  and  to  provide  that  slaves  should,  or  should 
not  be  intioduced,  so  the  State  of  Missouri,  to  be 
equal  in  power  to  the  State  of  New  York,  must 
possess  the  same  sovereupa  authority. 

The  second  clau^lLr  the  third  section  of  the 
fourth  article  pn>l4ded  that  '<  Congress  shall  have 
^  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  m  needful  rules 
'  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or  other 
'  property  of  the  Uiiited  States."  The  whole  con- 
text of  this  article  showed  that  it  was  as  prop^, 


and  not  otherwise,  that  Con^^ress  were  to  make 
rules  and  regulations.  Certamly  the  boldest  ad- 
vocate for  restriction  would  not  contend  that  Con- 
gress had  any  property  in  the  persons  of  the  citizens 
of  Missouri,  because  they  were  circumstantially 
connected  with  a  Territory  over  which  they  had 
a  limited  control.  Surely  gentlemen  would  not 
undertake  to  advance  the  doctrine  that  Con^press 
had  any  property  in  the  confirmed  lands  of  indi- 
viduals, or  m  the  lands  purchased  of  the  Oovern- 
ment  and  patented  to  the  purchaser,  and  still  less 
had  Coneress  any  property  in  the  rights  of  the 
people.  And  if  Congress  even  had  the  power  con- 
tended for,  while  they  owned  the  land,  it  would 
surely  cease  to  exist  so  soon  as  they  parted  with 
the  soiL  The  sovereignty  of  Congress  over  the 
territory,  as  the  lords  paramount,  was  but  tempo- 
rary, and  could  only  endure  so  long  as  they  re- 
tained the  soU;  when  thai  was  disposed  of,  their 
sovereignty  eeased  abo.  Yet,  by  virtue  of  thik 
brief  and  temporary  authority,  limited  in  its  ex- 
tenty  and  short  in  its  duration.  Congress  were 
about  to  fix  oa  Missouri  a  never-ending  condition, 
that  was  to  continue  long  after  the  authority  on 
which  it  rested  for  existence,  had  passed  away. 
If,  in  consequence  of  owning  the  land.  Congress 
possessed  that  description  of  sovereignty  that 
would  authorize  them  to  legislate  in  regard  to  the 
propertv  of  the  citizens  of  a  Territory  or  a  State, 
or  to  mctate  what  kind  of  property  the  citizens 
should  introduce  and  hold,  then  mignt  they  at  this 
day  undertake  to  regulate  the  a&irs  of  the  States 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
and  Alabama;  and  their  riffht  to  impose  restric- 
tions on  each  of  them,  simihir  to  that  contempla- 
ted in  regard  to  Miasouric  would  be  dkpially  as 
unquestionable.  The  whole  amount  of  the  autho- 
rity Cottgvess  could  claim  under  this  clause  of  the 
Constitution,  was,  to  make  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  surveying  and  di8|>osing  of  the  public 
lands,  to  regulate  the  quantities  in  whirii  it  should 
be  Wd,  the  price,  and  the  credit  But  this  power 
was  lioaited  m  its  operation  to  the  property  alone, 
and  by  no  construction  could  be  extendea  to  the 
rights  of  the  citizens  inhabiting  the  Territory, 
Congress  had  no  power  over  the  right  or  property 
of  the  citizen,  but,  in  certain  cases,  to  levy  taxes; 
and  this  authority  was  one  of  those  expressly  con- 
ferred by  the  Constitutioii,  and  was  not  akme 
supportea  by  inlereace. 

Mr.  S»  would  now  take  a  short  view  of  the  gen* 
tlcmen's  Gibraltar,  behind  which  they  had  en- 
trenched themsdveiLand  thought  they  were  secure 
and  invulnerable.  The  third  section  of  the  foarth 
article  provided  that  ''new  States  may  be  admit- 
ted by  the  Congress  into  this  Union."  But,  he 
contended  that  Uiey  were  to  be  admitted  on  eoual 
terms,  and  to  be  equal  after  admission.  When 
Congress  now  used  the  term  State,  it  was  to  be 
understood  as  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  un- 
derstood it;  they  meant  a  body  politic,  precisely 
similar  in  all  respects  to  those  that  then  formed 
the  Confederacy,  and  were  about  to  adopt  the 
Constitution,  and  become  parties  in  the  Govern- 
ment The  term  State  had  a  precise,  and,  if  gen- 
tlemen pleased,  a  technical  meaning:  Itsattrilmtes 


1503 


HISTORY  OF  CONQRESS/ 


1504 


H.  OF  R. 


Admission  of  Missouri. 


February,  1820. 


were  freedom,  sovereignty,  and  independence.  By 
the  principles  of  our  Government,  as  recognised 
by  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence, 
there  were  no  parties  but  those  determining  to  be 
free,  concerned  or  consulted  in  making  that  decla- 
ration. The  exercise  of  the  free  will  was  the  only 
act  necessary  to  achieve  the  moral  independence 
of  any  people.  Such  had  been  the  fact,  m  re^rd 
to  the  United  States;  and,  in  point  of  principle, 
such  was  still  the  case.  If  a  new  State  only  be- 
come independent  by  the  act  of  admission,  and 
was  not  free  by  virtue  of  inherent  rieht  before 
admission,  then  he  inquired,  when  the  old  thirteen 
United  States  had  become  free?  Was  it  by  the 
treaty  of  peace  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-three?  No;  for  the  first  article  of  the 
treaty  only  acknowledged  a  condition  that  antece- 
dently existed,  and  of  which  the  conduct  and  decla- 
rations of  Great  Britain  only  furnished  the  mo- 
tive, not  the  right,  for  the  right  was  from  above. 
Was  it  by  the  formation  and  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Constitution?  No;  for  that  Constitution 
was  the  act  of  their  own  free  will,  which  of  itself 
pre-supposed  independence  as  bein^  essential  and 
necessary  to  make  the  instrument  bmding.  Ame- 
ricans dated  their  freedom  from  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  of  the  4th  of  July,  1776.  It  was 
then  clear  that,  to  be  free,  sovereign,  and  indepen- 
dent, as  a  State,  it  was  only  necessary  to  will  and 
to  declare  so.  To  maintain  that  independence 
required  physical  force,  and  was  another  question 
into  which  he  would  not  now  inquire. 

Mr.  S.  said  that,  as  a  territory,  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  was  but  relative  to  Missouri ; 
it  was  only  on  becoming  a  State  that  she  would  incur 
all  the  deities^  and  partake  of  the  full  advantages, 
of  the  Constitution.  No  power  could  extend  the 
Federal  Constitution  over  Missouri  as  a  State  y  it 
required  her  assent  to  be  freely  given ;  she  must 
ratify  and  accept  of  it  before  it  was  her  constitu- 
tion.' All  its  force  and  binding  efficacy  were  de- 
rived from  her  voluntary  act ;  and  yet  gentlemen 
undertake  to  impose  a  restriction  on  Missouri; 
^wing,  as  thejr  say,  out  of  the  powers  contained 
in  the  Constituti(Mi,  when  that  same  Constitution 
was  not  applicable  to  the  territorial  condition  of 
the  country ;  nor  was  she  any  party  to  the  instru- 
ment until  she  became  a  State,  and  assented  to  its 
provisions.  To  admit  a  new  State  was  not  solely 
the  act  of  Congress — it  was  a  compact  between 
the  new  and  the  old  States.  The  General  Gov- 
ernment was  confederated,  formed  by  compact  be- 
tween separate  and  independent  States ;  the  parts 
of  which  were,  pr  ought  to  be,  all  equal.  Missouri, 
as  a  new  State,  had  the  right  to  join  the  compact 
upon  the  same  terms  that  others  had  done,  sur- 
renderingr  only  the  same  proportion  of  her  inherent 
and  political  liberties.  To  make  the  election  to 
join  the  compact,  she  must  be  considered  as  free 
and  independent ;  for  if,  at  the  moment  of  admis- 
sion, she  was  dependent,  then  the  compact  would 
not  be  binding  on  her.  It  was  very  doubtful 
whether  Congress  could  give  the  rights  of  a  State 
to  a  dependency ;  but  he  was  quite  sure  that  Con- 

S3SS  could  not  make  the  dependency  incur  the 
ties  of  a  State,  because  they  depended  on  free 


assent,  which  an  independent  people  alone  could 
give.  The  fourth  section  of  the  fourth  article 
provided,  that  '*  the  United  States  shall  guaranty 
^  to  every  State  ^n  this  Union  a  republican  form 
'  of  government,  and  shall  protect  each  of  them 
'  a^inst  invasion ;  and  on  application  of  the  Le- 
^  gislature,  or  of  the  Executive,  (when  the  Le^isla- 
*  ture  cannot  be  convened,)  against  domestic  vi- 
'  olence."  So  sacred  was  tKe  soil  and  rights  of 
freemen,  that  the  Congress  could  not,  without  vi- 
olating the  Constitution,  enter  the  confines  of  a 
State,  even  to  protect  them  against  domestic  vi- 
olence, without  a  call  from  the  constituted  au- 
thorities ;  yet  Congress  were  about  to  break  on  the 
lines  of  the  sovereignty  of  Missouri,  trample  down 
the  rights  of  the  citizens,  and  inhibit  the  introduc- 
tion or  use  of  property  acknowledged  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  land  to  belong  to  its  citizens.  Con- 
gress was  to  "guaranty  to  every  State  in  this 
Union  a^republican  form  of  government."  Inde- 
pendence as  a  State,  and  incorporation  into  the 
Union,  were  two  distinct  things :  the  first  was  in- 
herent ;  the  second  required  the  assent  of  Con- 
gr^ ;  in  giving  which  assent  Concrress  were  then 
"  to  guaranty  a  republican  form  of  government." 
This  was  not  one  of  the  powers,  but  one  of  the 
duties  of  Congress,  and  the  mistake  of  this  duty 
for  a  right  or  power  had  produced  all  this  absurd 
construction  of  the  Constitution.  "Cons^ress  may 
admit  new  States  into  this  Union.''  This  clause 
spoke  volumes  on  the  subject.  "This  Union" 
meant  the  Union  then  formed,  and  "  the  State" 
wa^  to  be  such  a  State  as  was  then  entering  into 
the  Union.  If  Missouri  was  admitted  under  re- 
strictions and  conditions  that  did  not  exist  in  rela- 
tion to  any  of  the  States  then  existing,  it  was  not 
"into  the  Union"  that  Missouri  was  admitted, 
but  into  a  new  union.  If  Missouri  was  compelled 
to  surrender  more  of  her  privileges,  or  a  greater 
portion  of  her  sovereignty,  to  obtain  admission 
into  the  Union,  than  other  States  had  done,  then 
by  precisely  so  much  more  of  her  privileg^  and 
sovereignty  as  she  had  to  surrender  to  ob^in  ad- 
mission, just  so  much  the  more  did  she  pay  for 
her  admission;  and  then  it  was  not  into  "this 
Union''  she  was  incorporated,  but  into  another 
Union,  formed  by  special  compact  in  that  partic- 
ular case.  And  thus  every  State  that  was  admit- 
ted might  be  required  to  submit  to  some  extraor- 
dinary condition,  until  the  original  principles  of 
the  Constitution  were  entirely  lost,  and  it  would 
become  a  matter  of  contract,  m  which  each  party 
would  make  the  best  bargain  they  could,  and  "this 
Union "  would  be  no  longer  "  this  Union,"  nor 
would  the  terra  State  be  any  longer  intelligibJe, 
because  it  would  give  you  no  idea  of  what  were 
its  powers,  its  privileges,  or  its  attributes.  This 
argument  might  be  further  illustrated  by  that  por- 


at  all;  but,  if  they  did  exercise  fl,  they  must  make 
the  rule  uniform.  So  they  were  not  obliged  to 
admit  a  State;  but,  if  they  did  admit  a  State,  it 
must  be  on  uniform  principles;  for  example — 
Congress  could  not  say  that  thesubjects  of  France 


1605 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS- 


1506 


FSBRUARY,  1820. 


AdmisMon  of 


H.  OF  R^ 


should  remain  in  a  state  of  probation  ten  years 
before  they  could  become  citizens,  and  that  the 
subjects  or  Great  Britain  should  only  remain  five 
years  in  suspension,  because  this  would  not  be 
uniform,  and  would  be  making  one  applicant  pay 
a  greater  price  for  the  privileges  of  citizenship 
than  another.  Just  so  in  regard  to  Missouri — if 
admitted,  no  greater  price  was  to  be  exacted  from 
her,  in  becoming  a  &tate,  and  entering  into  the 
Union,  than  had  been  paid  by  any  other  State 
heretofore  admitted.  And  the  parallel  might  be 
carried  further;  Congress  could  not  say  that  the 
foreigner  should  become  a  citizen,  but  that,  after 
he  had  become  a  citizen,  he  should  not  hold  land, 
or  any  other  description  of  property^  because  that 
would  be  a  condition  that  woula  defeat  the  grant, 
and  a  restriction  inconsistent  with  citizenship; 
which,  when  acquired,  placed  him,  in  all  re- 
spects, on  the  footing  of  a  natural-born  citizen. 
And  so  in  regard  to  Missouri ;  Conffress  might 
absolutely  refuse  her  admission  i  but,  ifthey  choose 
to  admit,  they  could  impose  no  restriction  incon- 
sistent with  her  condition  as  a  State.  Other  ar- 
guments and  parallels  might  be  shown,  but  he 
would  rest  this  branch  of  the  subject  here. 

Gentlemen,  still  doubting  their  authority  to  im- 
pose this  restriction,  as  derived  from  the  Consti- 
tution alone,  had  resorted  to  precedent  to  bear 
them  out.    Mr.  S.  would  also  rdfer  to  those  prece- 
dents, and  show  that  a  large  majority  of  them 
were  in  favor  of  Missouri,  and  the  residue,  if  pre- 
cedent at  all,  could  not  be  so  construed  in  refer- 
ence to  Missouri,  because  they  were  not  even  anal- 
ogous.   In  the  act  of  the  Virginia  Legislature,  of 
1788,  giving  their  assent  to  the  creation  of  a  new 
State  in  the  district  of  Kentucky,  there  was  no 
condition.    In  the  act  of  Congress,  of  1791,  ad- 
mitting Kentucky  into  the  Union  as  a  new  and 
entire  State,  there  was  no  condition  imposed  what- 
ever.   The  next  State  admitted  was  Vermont,  in 
1791 ;  when  Congress  admitted  her  as  a  new  and 
entire  State  into  the  Union,  no  restriction  or  condi- 
tion was  even  hinted  at  in  tne  act  of  admission.    In 
the  deed  of  cession  from  North  Carolina,  of  1790, 
for  that  ^portion  of  territory  which  now  formed  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  an  express  exception  was  made 
in  relation  to  slaves,  and  Congress  were  prohibited 
from  making  any  reg^tions  that  would  tend  to 
their  emancipation.    And  when,  in  1796,  Tennes- 
see became  a  State,  she  was  admitted  by  Congress 
into  the  Union,  without  a  condition  or  limitation, 
equal  in  all  respects  whatever,  as  one  of  the  United 
States.     When,  in  1802,  Georgia  ceded  to  the 
United  States  that  portion  of  temtory  which  now 
composed  the  States  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama, 
she  had  forecast  enough  to  inhimt  the  application 
of  the  ordinance  of  1787  to  that  country ;  nor  was 
there  in  the  act  of  1817,  authorizing  the  people  of 
Mississippi  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, or  in  the  resolution  admitting  her  into  the 
Union,  any  condition  similar  to  the  restriction  in 
question.    And  in  the  act  of  1819,  giving  the  peo- 
ple of  Alabama  power  to  form  their  constitution 
and  org^anize  their  State,  as  also  in  the  resolution 
for  their  admission,  research  might  in  vain  be 
made  for  any  conditions.    Of  the  State  of  Looi*- 
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iana  he  would  speak  hereafter,  and  would  now 
turn  his  attention  to  the  great  and  biDdin^^  prece- 
dents derived  from  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  as 
predicated  on  the  ordinance  of  1787.  Thie  deed 
of  cession  from  Virginia,  of  1784,  was  simply  a 
transfer  of  the  soil  and  sovereignty,  and  did  not 
contain  any  stipulation  either  lor  or  against  the 
introduction  of  slaves.  Virginia  had  not  been  so 
provident  in  reference  to  the  future  settlements  in 
the  Northwest  Territory,  as  North  Carolina  and 
Georgia  subsequentlv  were,  because  they  had  the 
ordinance  of  1787  betore  them,  and  Viigmia  could 
not  have  anticipated  a  regulation  of  the  character 
of  that  ordinance.  When  Congress  passed  tl;^ 
ordinance  of  1787,  the  fifth  article  contravened  the 
provisions  of  the  deedof  cession  as  to  the  subsequent 
division  of  the  Territory  into  States,  and,  when 
Virginia  was  referred  to  for  her  assent  to  that  alter- 
ation, she  did,  by  her  act  of  1788.  consent  to  that 
alteration^  and  tnat  alteration  only ;  for  no  other 
modification  of  the  deed  of  cession  vras  asked  for, 
nor  was  any  other  taken  into  consideration,  or 
assented  to,  oy  Virginia.  The  6th  article  of  that 
ordinance  of  1787,  from  which  all  arguments 
seemed  to  be  drawn,  never  did  receive  the  consent 
of  Virginia,  but  was  an  ex  parte  act  of  legislation, 
ordinary  in  its  character,  and  similar  to  any  othet 
act  of  legislation,  except  its  extraordinary  quali- 
ties of  expansion.  It  was  true  that  the  States  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  had  complied  with 
the  provision  of  that  ordinance ;  but  it  was  not  in 

Eursuance  of  its  intrinsic  binding  force ;  it  was  to 
e  accounted  for  only  on  the  principle  that  the 
ordinance,  in  its  operation  on  settlers,  while  the 
country  was  yet  a  Territory,  and  subject  to  Con- 
gressional control,  had  so  regulated  the  emigration, 
and  prepared  the  settlers  to  comply  with  the  pro- 
visions, that,  in  forming  their  constitutions,  tney 
voluntarily  chose  to  do  so.  The  Old  Congress, 
when  making  the  ordinance,  had  proceeded  as  in 
other  acts  of  legislation,  until  they  reached  the 
articles  of  that  ordinance ;  they  then  assumed  the 
ground  that  those  articles  should  be  matter  of  com- 

Sict  between  the  United  States  and  the  people  and 
tates  northwest  of  the  Ohio.  But  with  whom 
were  those  articles  matter  of  compact  ?  Not  with 
the  people,  for  there  were  but  few,  if  any,  there ; 
not  with  the  States,  for  there  was  not  probably 
two  thousand  people  in  the  whole  country,  and 
they  were  hundreas  of  miles  apart,  in  little  vil- 
lages, and  knew  nothing  about  it,  nor  were  they 
ever  consulted,  and,  had  they  been,  no  assent  they 
could  have  given  would  have  bound  the  inhabi- 
tants now  there,  or  the  millions  yet  unborn.  No, 
sir ;  it  was  a  compact  with  the  mountains,  the 
woods,  and  the  lakes,  who  were  personified  and 
made  to  consent  for  inhabitants  yet  to  come.  But, 
Mr.  S.  said,  the  most  remarkahle  circumstance 
was  yet  behind  ;  the  question  under  consideration 
was  one  of  the  Constitutional  powers  of  Congress 
under  the  Constitution. 

To  ascertain  what  powers  Congress  had  under 
the  Constitution,  whicn  was  ratified  the  17th  Sep- 
tember, 1787,  resort  was  made  to  an  ordinance  of 
the  13th  July,  1787,  several  months,  in  date.  }Nior 
to  the  ConsUtution  of  the  United  States,   The  or- 
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dinance  was  passed  by  the  Old  Congress^  under  the 
Articles  of  Uonfederation.  The  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Constitution  was  the  formation  of  a  new 
Government,  and  an  abolition  of  the  old ;  and  yet, 
an  ordinance  passed  by  the  former  Government 
was  brought  up  in  judgment  to  define  and  expound 
the  powers  of  Congress  under  a  new  and  totally  dif- 
ferent Government — under  a  new  Constitution,  and 
new  organization.  Grentleinen  had  contended  that 
Congress  had  revived  and  ratified  the  ordinance  in 
the  act  of  1802,  relating  to  Ohio;  the  act  of  1816, 
relating  to  Indiana ;  and  the  act  of  1818,  in  refer- 
ence to  Illinois;  these  being  the  acts  by  which  Con- 
ffes&  authorized  those  States  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  government.  But,  were  he  to  surrender 
this  part  of  the  argument  to  gentlemen,  could  it  pos- 
sibly be  deduced,  that,  because  Congress  had  revived 
the  ordinance  in  reference  to  any  one  or  all  those 
States,  that,  by  that  revival,  it  would  have  any 
operation  beyond  the  State  actually  named^  and  to 
which  it  was  applied  ?  Nor,  had  the  (question  ever 
been  made,  by  any  of  those  States,  which  Missouri 
DOW  made,  how  far  Congress  had  the  power  to 
impose  the  provisions  of  that  ordinance  over  a 
State ;  they  had  taken  it  as  a  matter  of  course, 
because  it  comported  with  their  wishes  and  their 
will.  Missouri  did  not  intend  so  to  take  it.  because 
it  neither  promoted  her  interest,  or  complied  with 
her  wishes  or  her  will;  nor  did  he  believe  that 
either  of  those  States  would  now  acknowledge 
that  they  had  not  the  equal  right  with  any  other 
State  of  the  Union  to  call  a  convention,  and  so 
alter  their  constitution  as  to  admit  of  slavery ;  and, 
if  they  had  this  right,  the  operation  of  the  ordi- 
nance upon  them  as  a  State  was  void,  and  of  no 
avail.  The  ordinance  of  1787,  then,  was  a  dead 
letter,  so  far  as  it  had  been  resorted  to  as  furnish- 
ing anv  explanation  of  the  powers  of  Congress 
under  tne  Federal  Constitution,  and  it  was  equally 
inapplicable,  as  precedent,  in  relation  to  Missouri, 
because,  at  no  period  of  the  Territorial  govem- 
nlent,  had  any  portion  of  its  provisions  been  ex- 
tended to  that  Territory,  save  only  those  principles 
that  had  been  incorporated  into  the  act  of  the  4th 
of  June,  1802,  when  the  second  ^rade  of  govern- 
ment had  been  conferred  upon  Missouri. 

Of  the  eight  States  of  which  Mr.  S.  had  spoken, 
ai^d  that  had  been  incorporated  into  the  Union 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Cfonstitution,  five  of  them 
were  admitted  as  slaveholding  States,  and  the  other 
three  as  non-slaveholding  States.  Louisiana,  of 
which  he  would  now  speak,  was,  though  not  in 
order  of  time,  the  ninth.  And  arguments  nad  been 
drawn  from  the  law  of  1811,  authorizing  her  to 
form  a  constitution  and  State  government,  in  fa- 
vor of  the  restriction,  and  prejudiciaU  to  tne  sov- 
ereignty of  Missouri.  The  argument  of  gentle- 
men could  gain  no  strength  by  referring  to  that 
law,  because  it  expressly  excepted  Loui2$iana  from 
the  operation  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  ordinance 
of  1787,  in  relation  to  slaves.  And,  in  fact,  as 
early  as  1803,  when  a  temporary  government  was 
provided  for  that  portion  of  the  country  now  in- 
cluded in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787  extended  to  them,  the  sixth  article  of 
the  ordinance  was  not  considered  applicable  to  their 


condition.    Every  restriction  imposed  o^n  the  State 
of  Louisiana  was  precisely  those  contained  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  that  clause  that  required  them  to  publish 
their  laws  and  judicial  proceedings  in  the  English 
language ;  this  provision  did  not  deduct  from  their 
sovereignty,  and  was  only  shaping  their  laws  and 
proceedings  so  as  to  give  them  "  full  faith  and 
credit"  in  the  other  States  in  the  Union.     {CknuL 
U.  S.J  art,  iv.,  sec.  i.)    A  precedent,  to  be  binding, 
ought  to  be  a  decision  made  in  some  similar  case ; 
none  had  been  produced,  nor  did  any  exist.     The 
ordinance  of  1787,  was  passed  while  that  country 
was  in  the  first  grade  of  Crovernment — ^Missouri 
was  in  the  second  ^rade.    Congress  had  conferred 
on  Missouri  the  right  of  self-government,  in  all 
respects  whatsoever ;  nor  did  he  know  of  any  in- 
stance in  which  Congress  had  interfered  after  such 
a  transfer  of  their  powers.    Then,  of  the  nine 
States  that  had  been  admitted  into  the  Union 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  six 
had  been  admitted  as  slaveholdinc^  States,  and 
three  as  non-s^laveholding  States ;  the  precedents, 
then,  if  of  any  force,  were  two  to  one  on  the  side 
of  Missouri. 

But,  Mr.  S.  said,  there  was  no  absolute  necessity 
to  hang  any  longer  on  the  Constitutional  ^ound. 
It  was  unnecessary  to  argue  from  the  Constitution, 
or  from  precedent,  as  alone  applicable  to  Missouri. 
All  the  powers  Congress  had  over  the  territory 
were  derived  from  solemn  treaty,  and  that  same 
treaty  gave,  guarantied,  and  secured,  the  rights, 
liberties,  religion,  and  property,  of  the  citizens,  and 
he  believed  that  the  obligations  Congress  were  un- 
der to  fulfil  those  engagements,  in  reference  to  the 
territory,  was  as  strong  as  their  right  to  the  country 
under  the  treaty ;  and  a  delay,  unreasonable  in  it- 
self, or  an  ultimate  refusal  on  tne  part  of  Congress, 
to  perfect  those  engagements,  might  be  fairly  con- 
strued to  be  tantamount  to  an  abandonment  of  the 
country  ceded.  The  stipulation  that  the  territory 
and  inhabitants  should  be  incorporated  into  the 
Union,  was  concurrent  with  the  act  of  acquisi- 
tion; they  formed  part  of  the  same  compact 
When  the  province  was  acquired,  it  was  made  a 
question  whether  the  United  States  could,  consti- 
tutionally, purchase  and  hold  foreign  territory; 
that  question  being  conceded,  and  settled  in  toe 
afl&rmative,  it  only  remained  to  inquire  how  the 
GK)vernment  would  hold  the  country  acquired — 
whether  the  territory  should  be  admitted  as  States, 
in  pursuance  of  the  treaty,  or  whether  it  should  be 
held  as  provinces  in  vassalage. 

Mr.  S.  said,  that  the  people  of  Missouri  relied 
with  perfect  confidence,  for  admission  into  the 
Union,  on  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  30th 
of  April,  1803 ;  the  words  of  which  were,  "  the  in- 
'  habitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incorpo- 
'  rated  into  the  Union  of  the  iJnited  States,  and 


<  meantime,  they  shall  be  maintained  and  protected 
*  in  the  free  enjojrment  of  their  liberty,  property, 

<  and  the  religion  which  they  profess."     Various 
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interpretations  had  been  givea  to  this  article  of  the 
treat/,  by  the  advocates  of  the  restriction ;  some 
had  taken  the  broad  ground  that  it  contained  no 
stipulation  for  admission  as  a  State  in  any  way ; 
others  had  said  that  the  treaty ^  in  reference  to  tne 
people,  would  be  fulfilled,  by  giving  them  leave  to 
remove  east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  leaving  all 
their  property  behind,  and  there  mixinff,  mingling, 
and  becoming  incorporated  into  the  Union  wim 
those  who  reside  on  a  part  of  the  old  territory  of 
the  United  States;  while  others  had  contended 
that  Missouri  could  only  be  incorporated  into  the 
Union  by  being  attached  to  some  portion  of  the 
ancient  territory  of  the  United  States ;  and  others 
had  argued  that  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  only 
related  to  the  citizens  in  the  province  at  the  time 
of  acquisition,  and  did  not  enure  to  the  advantage 
or  security  even  of  your  own  citizens  that  had  re- 
moved to  the  territory  since  the  treaty ;  and,  to  crown 
the  whole,  some  reasoners,  more  bold  than  others, 
contended  that,  if  the  treaty  did  contain  stipulations 
for  admission  as  a  State  into  the  Union,  it  was  not 
binding,  because  the  President  and  Senate  could 
not  make  a  treaty  to  bind  Congress.  He  would 
not  follow  gentlemen  through  all  the  mazes  in 
which  they  nad  involved  themselves,  but  would 
briefly  examine  what  obligations  Congress  were 
under  by  the  treaty;  what  rights  the  people  had 
under  the  treatjr ;  what  was  the  fair  construction 
and  interpretation  honest  statesmen  would  give 
the  treaty ;  and  what  appeared  to  be  the  evident 
intentions  of  the  parties. 

Mr.  S.  hoped  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to 
impress  on  American  statesmen  the  inviolable  faith 
that  ou^ht  to  be  observed  in  reference  to  treaties  in 
the  civilized  world.  Vaitd,  page  129,  sect.  219, 
seemed  to  wonder  that  any  man  should  think  or 
act  without  regard  to  them:  "  Who  can  doubt  that 
treaties  are  in  the  number  of  those  things  that  are 
to  be  held  sacred  by  nations?  By  treaties  the 
most  important  afiairs  are  determined ;  by  them 
the  pretensions  of  soverelfi^ns  are  regulated ;  on 
them  nations  are  to  depend  for  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  their  rights,  and  the  security  of  the  dear- 
est interests.  Between  bodies  politic,  between 
sovereigns  who  acknowledge  no  superior  on  earth, 
treaties  are  the  only  means  of  adjusting  their  va- 
rious pretensions ;  of  establishing  fix»i  rules  of 
conduct ;  of  ascertaining  what  they  are  entitled 
to  expect,  and  what  they  are  to  depend  on.  But 
treaties  are  no  better  than  empty  words,  if  nations 
do  not  consider  them  as  respectable  engagements, 
as  rules  which  are  to  be  inviolably  observed  by 
sovereigns,  and  held  sacred  throughout  the  whole 
earth."  And  Vattd  continues^  in  the  same  page, 
section  220,  that  "the  faith  or  treaties,  that  firm 
'  and  sincere  resolution,  that  invariable  constancy 
in  fulfilling  our  engag:em^nts,  of  which  we  make 
profession  m  a  treaty,  is  therefore  to  be  held  sacred 
and  inviolable  between  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
whose  safety  and  repose  it  secures ;  and  if  man- 
kind be  not  wilfully  deficient  in  their  duty  to 
themselves,  infamy  must  ever  be  the  portion  of 
him  who  violates  his  faith."  He  did  not  wish  to 
see  the  charge  retorted  on  his  Government  that 
had  been  so  correctly  made  by  her  in  regard  to 


Spain.  To  disregard  the  treaty  under  which  Mis- 
souri claimed  admission  into  the  Union,  would  be 
a  double  breach  of  faith ;  first,  as  it  re^rded  the 
power  with  whom  it  was  made;  next,  m  relation 
to  the  people  of  Missouri^  for  whose  exclusive  ben- 
efit the  third  article  was  mtroduced.  VaUel,  in  the 
same  page,  section  221,  declared,  that  "  he  who 
^  violates  his  treaties,  violates,  at  the  same  time^ 
'  the  law  of  nations ;  for  he  disregards  the  faith  of 
^  treaties — that  faith  which  the  law  of  nations  de- 
'  clares  sacred ;  and,  so  far  as  depends  on  him,  he 
'  renders  it  vain  and  ineffectual ;  doubly  guilty,  he 

<  does  an  injury  to  his  ally — ^lie  does  an  injury  to 
'  all  nations,  and  inflicts  a  wound  on  the  great  so- 
'  ciety  of  mankind."  Mr.  S.  called  on  sentlemen 
to  know  if  they  were  prepared  to  bring  Skis  charge 
on  their  Government,  or  to  sustain  it  themselves  7 
Were  gentlemen  ready  to  sport  with  the  en^^age- 
ments  of  the  nation,  and  set  the  faith  of  treaties  at 
defiance,  by  subjecting  them  to  whimsical  and  con- 
strained constructions  not  recognised  by  the  laws 
of  nations,  and  in  opposition  tp  the  plainest  dic- 
tates of  common  sense?  He  believed  he  had  now 
sufi^ciently  established  the  indispensable  necessity 
of  keeping  promises,  alike  interesting  to  the  con- 
tracting parties,  and  to  the  universal  society  of 
mankind. 

But  the  intention  and  meaning  of  the  treaty  of 
cession  had  become  matter  of  ^eat  doubt  with 
gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  restriction.  The  mean- 
ing of  the  treaty  is  said  to  be  involved,  and  the 
words  used  obscure.  VeUtdy  pa^e  249,  section  273, 
said  that  "words  are  only  aesignated  to  express 
*  the  thoughts ;  thus,  the  true  signification  of  an 
'  expression  in  common  use,  is,  the  idea  which 
^  custom  has  affixed  to  that  expression.  It  is,  then, 
'  a  gross  quibble  to  affix  a  particular  sense  to  a 
'  word,  in  order  to  elude  the  true  sense  of  the  en- 
^  tire  expression."  The  word  "incorporate"  had 
been  said  not  to  mean  admission  as  a  State  into 
the  Union.  Had  the  law  of  nations  and  the 
known  rules  of  construction  been  silent,  the  plain 
and  common  sense  of  every  man  would  teach  him 
what  was  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  the  treaty 
from  the  "entire  expression."  It  was  not  fair  to 
select  a  single  word  from  a  whole  sentence,  and 
on  that  alone  to  bottom  what  the  construction  of 
the  whole  sentence  was,  or  ought  to  be.  VaUd^ 
pa^e  249,  section  274,  declared  that  "all  these 
'  pitiful  subtleties  are  overthrown  by  this  unerring 
'  rule.  When  we  evidently  see  what  is  the  sense 
'  that  agrees  with  the  intention  of  the  contracting 
'  parties,  it  is  not  allowable  to  wrest  their  words 
'  to  a  contrary  meaning.  The  intention  suffi- 
^  ciently  known  furnishes  the  matter  of  conven- 

<  tion — what  is  promised  and  accepted,  demanded 
'  and  granted."  What,  then,  was  the  true  and 
legitimate  understanding  of  being  "  incorporated 
into  the  union  of  the  United  States?"  Did  it, 
as  some  gentlemen  supposed,  furnish  the  people 
with  the  privilege  of  removing  from  the  territory, 
from  their  property,  and  their  nomes,  into  Illinois, 
for  example,  and  tnere  of  being  incorporated  as 
citizens  of  the  United  States  as  a  part  of  tbe  State 
of  Illinois  into  the  Union  ?  And  would  this  com- 
port with  that  part  of  the  treaty  that  secured  to 
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the  inhabitants  their  liberty  and  their  property  ? 
This  would  be  a  passing  strange  constraction  of 
the  treaty  in  fact,  to  provide  for  maintaining  the 
citizens  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  "  property," 
which,  to  obtain  the  advantajge  of  incorporation 
into  the  Union,  you  secure  him  the  'liberty"  to 
leave.  A  construction  such  as  the  one  contended 
for  by  gentlemen  would  not  only  operate  the 
greatest  injustice,  and  that  we  were  not  at  liberty 
to  suppose  a  just  notion  would  do,  but  would  lead 
to  an  absurdity  which  we  ought  always  to  avoid. 
Vattd,  page  2d2,  section  282,  said :  '^  Every  inter- 
'  pretation  that  leads  to  an  absurdity  ought  to  be 

*  rejected ;  or,  in  other  words,  we  should  not  give 
'  to  any  piece  a  meaning^  from  which  any  absurd 
'  consequences  would  follow;  but  must  interpret 
^  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  avoid  absurdity."  He 
could  not  resist  the  conviction  that  an  interpreta- 
tion which  required  of  the  people  of  Missouri  to 
abandon  their  property  to  secure  their  liberty  as 
citizens  under  the  treaty,  or  that  forbid  their  ad- 
mission into  the  Union,  but  in  conjunction  with 
some  portion  of  the  ancient  territorv,  was,  in  the 
language  of  Vattel,  "a  gross  quibble,"  and  an  "ab- 
surd construction,"  not  within  the  intention  of  the 
parties  to  the  treaty,  which  intention,  in  all  cases 
of  national  and  municipal  law,  was  always  to  be 
regarded  in  construing  the  instrument. 

Mr.  S.  said  that  tnis  great  rule  of  construing 
the  instrument,  with  reference  to  the  intention  of 
the  parties,  was  laid  down  by  Vattd,  page  258. 
section  291,  "to  defeat  the  pretexts  and  pitiful 
^  evasions  of  those  who  endeavor  to  elude  laws  or 
'  treaties.    Good  faith  adheres  to  the  intention, 

*  fraud  insists  on  the  terms,  when  it  thinks  that 
<  they  can  furnish  a  cloak  for  its  prevarications." 
The  fatal  results  that  would  accrue  to  the  rights 
of  one  party,  was  it  left  for  the  other  to  put  such 
construction  as  suited  his  interests  and  views  on 
the  instrument,  was  too  apparent  to  require  eluci- 
dation. VaUdy  page  245,  section  265,  gives  it  as 
a  "general  maxim  or  principle,  on  the  subject  of 
interpretation,  that  neither  tne  one  nor  the  other 
of  the  parties  interested  in  the  contract,  has  a 
right  to  interpret  the  deed  according  to  his  own 
fancy."  Notning  could  be  more  clear  than  the 
propriety  of  the  rule,  was  it  competent  for  one 
party  to  disregard  the  intention  and  put  such  con- 
struction on  any  instrument  as  comported  with 
the  views  or  policy  of  his  "fancy."  It  would  re- 
sult in  this,  that,  having  the  liberty  of  affixing 
such  meaning  as  you  please  to  my  promise,  you 
would  have  the  power  of  obliging  me  to  do  what- 
ever you  choose,  contrary  to  my  intention,  and 
beyond  my  real  engagements ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  if  I  am  allowed  to  explain  my  promise  as  I 
please,  I  might  render  them  vain  and  illusory  by 
giving  them  a  meaning  quite  different  from  that 
which  they  presented  to  you,  and  in  which  you 
must  have  understood  them  at  the  time  of  your 
accepting  them.  Neither  Missouri  nor  Congress 
had  the  exclusive  right  of  interpreting  the  treaty 
under  which  Missouri  claimed  admission.  He 
was  however  willing,  on  the  part  of  Missouri,  to 
abide  by  that  construction  which  those  rules  would 
furnish  that  had  been  established  and  practised  on 


lon^  anterior  to  1803;  and  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  that  the  people  he  represented  would  abide 
by,  and  redeem  his  pledge,  on  this,  to  them  the 
most  important  of  all  subjects. 

Mr.  S.  would  not  state  it  as  his  own  opinion 
only,  but  would  support  it  by  another  reference  to 
the  law  of  nations,  Vattd,  pase  245,  section  226, 
that,  "on  every  accession,  when  a  person  could 
'  and  ought  to  have  made  known  his  intentions, 
^  we  are  to  assume  for  true  agiinst  him  what  he 

*  has  sufficiently  declared."    This  was  an  incon- 
trovertible principle,  and  was  equally  applicable  to 
every  description  of  agreement,  whether,  in  its 
character,  of  a  public  or  private  nature;  it  Tvas  a 
dutv  which  both  individuals  and  States  owed  to 
eacn  other,  who  did  not  mean  to  make  a  rain 
play  of  words  to  express  themselves  with  truth, 
and  according  to  their  real  intentions;  were  it 
otherwise,  it  would  bp  perfectly  useless  to  form 
contracts  or  treaties ;  if  the  meaning  could  he 
clearly  collected  from  the  whole  tenor  of  the  in- 
strument, we  were  to  take  that  as  his  evident  in- 
tentions.    Vattel,  page  246,  section  268,  said  that, 
"  in  the  interpretation  of  a  treaty,  or  of  any  deed 
'  whatever,  the  question  is  to  discover  what  the 

contracting  parties  have  agreed  upon,  to  deter- 
mine precisely,  on  any  particular  occasion,  what 
has  been  promised  and  accepted  j  that  is  to  say, 
not  only  what  one  of  the  parties  intended  to 
promise,  but  also  what  the  other  must  reasonably 
and  candidly  have  supposed  to  be  promised  to 
him,  what  has  been  sufnciently  declared  to  him, 
and  what  must  have  influenced  him  in  his  ac- 
ceptance." He  inquired  of  gentlemen  whether, 
honestly  and  candidly,  it  was  not  sufficiently  evi- 
dent, from  the  whole  tenor  of  the  treaty  in  ques- 
tion, that  the  United  States  had  promised  to 
admit  the  ceded  territory  into  the  Union  as  States ; 
and  whether  that  did  not  appear  to  be  one  of  the 
conditions  of  the  acceptance  of  the  terms,  and  the 
transfer  of  the  country  ?  Gentlemen  had  made 
the  inquiry — "  on  the  words  of  which  of  the  par- 
ties was  the  greatest  stress  to  be  laid  ?"  He  was 
prepared  to  give,  from  high  authority,  a  conclu- 
sive answer  to  this  interrogatory.  Vattd,  page 
245-6,  section  267,  said,  "it  is  very  certain  that, 
'  in  order  to  discover  the  true  meaning  of  the  con- 
'  tract,  attention  ought  principally  to  be  paid  to 

*  the  words  of  the  promising  partVj  for  he  vplun- 
'  tarily  binds  himself  by  his  words,  and  we  take 
^  for  true  against  him  what  he  has  sufficiently 

*  declared."  The  United  States  had  voluntarily 
promised  to  "  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the 
ceded  territory  into  the  union  of  the  United 
States,"  and  we  were  to  take  for  true  that  such 
was  the  understanding  of  the  parties  to  the  treaty ; 
and  upon  this  ground  the  people  of  Missouri 
claimed  admission  into  the  Federal  Union  as  a 
State. 

Mr.  S.  would  not  enter  into  the  argument  whe- 
ther the  President  and  Senate  could,  by  treaty, 
bind  this  House  to  the  performance  of  any  en- 
gagements; whether  the  treaty-making  power 
comd  or  could  not  lay  Congress  under  obngations, 
was  an  abstract  proposition,  and  not  the  question 
under  consideration.    The  treaty  under  which 
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Missouri  claimed  her  rights  had  not  only  been 
made  by  the  Constitational  and  competent  au- 
thorities of  the  nation,  but  had  actually  received 
the  sanction  of  this  House,  and  of  every  bianch  of 
the  Gorernment  in  every  practicable  way.  Vari- 
ous acts  of  Congress  had  been  passed  appropria- 
ting money  to  carry  the  treaty  mto  effect  to  au- 
thorize the  President  to  take  possession  of  the 
country,  to  establish  territorial  governments  with- 
in the  territories — lifting  them  from  grade  to  grade 
of  government,  until  Louisiana  had,  in  pursuance 
of  the  treaty  and  of  the  promise  contained  in  the 
act  of  the  second  of  March,  1805,  been  admitted 
as  a  State  into  the  Union,  even  without  any  re- 
striction in  relation  to  slavery,  and  Missouri  had 
now  come  prepared  to  take  the  same  step;  and, 
however  valid  the  obiection  of  gentlemen  mi^ht 
have  been  at  an  early  day,  before  Congress  had 
acted  in  regard  to  the  treaty,  it  was  now  too  late 
to  make  the  objecticm.  after  an  uniform  concur- 
rence of  various  acts  ot  legislation,  acknowledging 
the  binding  force  of  the  treaty  for  eighteen  years. 

The  treaty,  then,  having  been  made  by  the  con- 
stituted authorities  of  the  country,  having  received 
the  uniform  sanction  of  the  National  Legislature, 
and  being  in  its  object  and  terms  sufficiently  clear, 
the  only  remaining  question  on  this  head  was, 
what  obligations  the  Government  were  under  by 
the  treaty,  and  what  were  the  rights  of  the  people 
of  Missouri.  Vattdj  page  196,  section  164,  said, 
^'  as  the  engagements  of  a  treaty  impose  on  the  one 
'  band  a  perfect  obligation,  they  produce  on  the 
'  other  a  perfect  right.  The  breacn  of  a  treaty  is, 
'  thefefore,  a  violation  of  the  perfect  rifht  of  the 
'  party  with  whom  we  have  contracted,  and  this 
'  18  an  act  of  injustice  against  him." 

The  obligatiozks  on  the  part  of  Congress,  under 
this  valid  treaty,  were  "  perfect"  or  absolute ;  the 
rights  of  the  people  of  Missouri  were  also  perfect, 
in  contemplation  of  the  parties  and  the  law  of 
nations  j  they  had  the  real  and  indubitable  right 
to  require  the  fulfilment  o£  the  engagement,  a  re- 
fusal was  a  violation  of  the  ri^ht,  and  of  the  original 
obligation ;  there  would  no  longer  be  any  security 
in  £e  commerce  or  contracts  between  mankind,  if 
the  faith  of  promises  were  not  regarded  in  relation  to 
each  other ;  the  security,  the  happiness,  the  tranqnil- 
lity,  of  the  whole  human  race  aeasaded  on  justice, 
and  the  regard  that  was  paid  to  the  rights  of^others. 
The  rights  of  the  people  of  Missouri,  under  the 
treaty,  were  not  limited  to  the  bare  admission  as 
a  State  into  the  Union ;  its  provisions  extended  to 
aeouring  them  in  their  actual  possessions  and  the 
rights  M  pro})erty ;  their  right  to  ask,  nay,  even 
demand  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  so 
soon  as  they  had  numbers  sufficient  to  entitle  them 
to  a  representation  on  the  floor  of  Congress,  was 
perfect,  and,  he  hoped,  would  not  be  evaded  or 
refused. 

Mr.  S.  would  now  proceed  to  show,  that,  what- 
ever might  have  been  the  original  power  of  Con- 
gress over  the  liberties  and  property  of  the  peof^e 
of  Missouri,  they  had  partea  with  that  power,  and 
Gonfirmed  the  people  in  all  their  rights  ^  and  that 
Missouri  has  the  right,  both  on  the  ground  of  writ- 
ten law  and  custom,  to  declare  exemption  from  the 


restriction  in  question.  The  act  of  1803  authorised 
th^  President  to  take  possession  of  the  country, 
and  to  fix  a  temporary  government ;  and  tiiat  act 
showed  that  Congress,  at  that  time,  felt  something 
like  a  due  regard  for  the  rights  of  the  people,  and 
the  obligations  of  the  treatv ;  for  it  hadjeiuthorized 
the  President  to  employ  all  means,  including  mil- 
itarv  force,,  to  maintain  and  protect  the  inhabitants 
in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and 
religion,  using  the  express  words  ol  the  treaty  of 
cession.  The  act  of  1804,  hj  which  the  province 
was  divided  into  two  tenritories,  and  a  temp(«ary 
government  established  for  each,  so  far  as  regarded 
Missouri,  extended  the  powers  of  the  Governor 
and  Judges  of  Indiana  over  that  Territory,  and 
gave  them  full  leffitdative  powers,  but  required  that 
all  the  laws  which  might  he  passed  should  be  trans- 
mitted and  laid  before  Congress.  When  thoae 
officers  went  to  the  Territory  they  found  it  full  of 
slaves,  and  one  of  the  first  laws  they  ever  oiacted, 
on  the  1st  of  October.  180i,  was  that  regulating 
slaves ;  this  law,  regulating  the  relations  between 
master  and  servant,  was  rqxvted,  by  the  Governor 
and  Judges,  to  be  laid  before  Congress ;  and,  as  it 
might  be  out  of  order  to  say  that  Congress  had  not 
done  their  duty,  be  was  at  liberty  to  conclude  that 
they  had  passed  on,  and  improved  of  the  statute. 
This  law  had  laid  open  to  Government  the  actual 
condition  of  the  country ;  and,  although  Con^fress, 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  this  &ct,  Imd  again,  as 
earlv  as  the  3d  of  March,  1805,  legislated  in  renrd 
to  tne  territory,  yet  it  had  never  entered  into  Uieir 
views  to  interfere  on  the  subject ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  9th  section  of  the  act  oi  1805,  expressly  con- 
firmed and  sanctioned  all  laws  in  the  territory  at 
that  time,  of  which  that  r^snladn^  slaves  was  one, 
so  that  we  were  no  long^er left  to  infer  the  consent 
of  Couffress  to  the  territorial  law  of  1804,  as  re- 
garded slaves,  but  were  at  liberty  to  state  that  Con- 
gress had  solemnl3r  recognised  this  description  of 
property,  and  the  nght  of  the  people  to  retain  and 
regulate  it.  In  fact,  the  13th  section  of  the  law  of 
Congress  of  1804,  had  recognised  and  continued  in 
force  all  the  laws  of  the  territory  at  the  time  of 
acquisition,  until  the  same  should  be  altered,  mod- 
ified, or  Tcpiealed^  by  the  local  leffislature. 

All  the  Spanish  and  French  laws,  written  and 
unwritten,  had  recognised  the  rights  of  the  peofde 
to  have  slaves,  and  Congress  expressly  acknowl- 
edged their  validity  and  binding  force.  The  act 
of  1804  had  made  a  distinction  between  the  Ter- 
ritories of  Orleans  and  Looiaana,  (now  Missouri :) 
the  10th  section  of  that  law  had  prohibited  Oi^ 
leans — ^first,  from  importing  slaves ;  second,  from 
introducing  those  imported  after  1708 ;  and,  thirdly, 
against  all  introduction  except  by  actual  settlefs. 
But  those  provisions  were  connnea  to  the  Territory 
of  Orleans,  and  never  were  extended  to  the  uppc^r 
territory ;  it  was  so  much  more  inkad  that  Con- 
gress believed  it  unnecessary  to  make  any  provi- 
sions on  the  subject,  and  the  upper  territory  waa 
left  to  act  according  to  her  own  discretion.  The 
two  acts  of  Congress  of  the  second  and  third  of 
March,  1805.  had  made  another  distinction  that 
was  favorable  to  the  pretension  of  liissouri:  br 
those  laws  the  omnipotent  ordinance  of  1787,  with 
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the  exception  of  the  6th  article,  was  extended  to 
Orleans ;  bat  no  part^  or  clause  thereof,  had  mrer 
been  extended  to  Missouri;  and  the  nonorable 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Claoett) 
was  vastly  mistaken  when  he  supposed  that  the 
ordinance  was  ever  extended  to  Missouri,  either  by 
positive  law,  or  the  inference  he  had  drawn  from 
the  powers  of  the  Gtovemor  and  Judges  of  Indiana 
having  been  extended  over  the  Mississippi.  It 
certainly  could  not  be  sound  reasoning  to  say,  that, 
because  those  officers,  when  in  Indiana,  were  sub- 
ject to  the  operation  of  the  ordinance,  that  when 
they  crossed  the  Mississippi,  they  had  carried  it  on 
their  shoulders  and  packed  it  on  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri. Orleans,  however,  notwithstand ing  the  inhi- 
bition in  resard  to  the  introduction  of  slaves  con- 
tained in  the  act  of  1804,  and  the  extension  of 
the  ordinance  by  the  law  of  1805^  had  been  admit- 
ted into  the  Union  as  a  State,  without  any  restric- 
tion; and  Missouri,  although  never  subjected  to 
any  restriction  or  control,  in  relation  to:  slaves, 
was  now,  for  the  first  time,  after  a  lapse  of  eighteen 
years,  during  all  which  time  every  encouragement 
Bad  been  given,  and  the  tenor  of  every  act  run 
counter  to  the  present  pretensions,  to  be  apprized 
of  this  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
and  suspended  from  the  Union  if  she  refused  to 
comply.  All  the  laws  to  which  he  had  referred, 
were  passed  during  the  time  the  territories  were  in 
the  first  grade  of  government ;  and  in  each  act, 
Congress  seemed  to  have  reserved  something  like 
a  superintending  power  over  the  territorial  laws, 
by  having  required  copies  of  all  their  acts  to  be 
transmitted  to  be  laid  before  Congress. 

But  the  act  of  the  4th  June,  1812,  establishing 
the  Missouri  Territory,  and  eiving  the  second  grade 
of  government,  had  dropped  this  and  all  other  pro- 
visions, indicating  any  thing  like  a  superintendence 
over  the  laws  of  toe  territory,  and  had  given  to  the 
local  legislature  all  legislative  power  without  re- 
serve. This  act  had  given  to  the  Executive  all 
the  powers  possessed  by  the  Executives  of  the 
States,  and  even  more,  tor  the  Governor  had^  in 
addition  to  granting  pardons  for  ofiences  against 
the  territory,  the  power  to  grant  reprieves  for  crimes 
against  the  United  States.  This  law  had  rejru- 
lated  the  representation,  and  based  it  on  the  free 
white  population  of  the  country ;  thereby  acknowl- 
edging tnat  Congress  were  well  apprized  of  the 
existence  of  other  than  free  whites  in  the  territory. 
This  act,  in  addition  to  the  treaty,  naturalized  the 
citizens  and  regulated  their  privileges ;  and  again 
declared  that  free  white  males  alone  should  be  eli- 
gible to  offices,  and  competent  as  jurors.  It  gave 
to  the  legislature  the  right  to  regulate  the  rules  of 
its  own  proceedings,  freedom  from  arrest,  and  from 
question  elsewhere^  and  all  and  absolute  powers  of 
legislation,  exeeptinff  and  reserving  none;  and 
again  confirmed  all  Eiws  in  existence  in  the  terri- 
tory up  to  that  time,  of  which  that  regulating 
slaves,  as  formerlv,  was  still  one.  The  14th  and 
15th  sections  of  tne  act  of  1812,  contained  all  the 
provisions,  that  now  formed  the  propositions  to  the 
State,  in  the  law  under  consideration ;  they  were 
all  the  people  had  notice  of,  or  had  the  neht  to 
expect  Congress  would  require,  at  the  time  of  their  { 


admission,  and  all,  he  believed.  Congress  could 
reasonably  ask  or  constitutionally  impose. 

Mr.  S.  would  now  endeavor  to  point  out  some 
of  the  absurdities  and  inconsistencies  growing^  out 
of  this  sweeping  doctrine  of  gentlemen.      The 
lovers  of  this  country  ought  to  remember  that  the 
General  Government  were  gradually  assuming 
authority,  and  increasfng^  the  latitude  of  construc- 
tion.   Did  members  understand  what  Missouri  re- 
quired of  Congress  ?    She  did  not  ask  a  magna 
charta,  or  to  have  a  biO  of  rights  dealt  out  to  ner, 
for  she  had  both  in  the  Constitution  of  the  land 
and  in  the  treaty  of  cession — she  onljr  asked  of 
Confess  the  mere  means  of  organization.    Mis- 
souri might  do,  by  her  local  legislature,  what  she 
desired  Conj^ress  now  to  do ;  she  might  authorize, 
by  virtue  of  inherent  right,  the  election  of  members 
to  a  convention ;  and  that  convention,  when  met, 
might  form  a  constitution — she  might  do  aU  this, 
and  produce  the  patriotic  State  of  Tennessee  and 
others,  as  an  example. 

The  only  difficulty  that  could  exist  in  this  course, 
would  be  that  of  boundaries;  on  the  one  hand,  all 
the  people  intended  to  be  included  within  the  State 
mignt  not  be  represented  in  convention ;  on  the 
other,  the  convention  might,  in  part,  be  composed 
of  members,  some  of  whom  mignt  not  ultimately 
fall  within  the  State  boundaries.  It  was  not  by 
virtue  of  any  grant  from  Congress  that  the  people 
of  Missouri  derived  their  right  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion ;  if  it  was,  then  it  would  be  competent  for 
gentlemen  to  argue  that  Congress  could  impose 
conditions  in  making  the  grants  The  leading 
spirit  of  all  American  institutions,  nay,  the  essence 
of  American  liberty,  was,  that  the  people  had  the 
inherent  ri^ht  to  make,  mend,  alter,  cnan|;e,  and 
modify,  their  own  form  of  government.  Missouri, 
then,  only  asked  the  assistance  of  Congress  in  call- 
ing a  convention,  and  not  to  dictate  what  that 
convention  should  do  when  assembled.  But,  in 
affording  this  assistance,  which  was  mere  matter 
of  form,  Congress  were  undertaking  to  attach  to  it 
matter  of  substance,  and  to  regulate  the  State  of 
Missouri,  and  that,  too,  permanently  and  forever, 
on  one  of  the  most  important  points  of  internal 
policy. 

It  might  be  important  on  this  question  to  clearly 
understand  what  was  a  constitution.  Mr.  S.  would 
define  it  to  be,  a  fundamental  law,  establishing  a 
form  of  government,  defining  its  parts,  its  pow- 
ers, its  relations,  and  its  duties,  beins  paramount 
to,  and  even  controlling,  the  Legislature.  The 
power  that  bound  a  legislature  must  be  sove- 
reign ;  the  authority  that  made  a  constitution  was 
that  sovereign  power,' and  ought  to  be  above  all 
human  control.  But,  if  Congress  had  the  audior- 
ity  both  to  bind  the  Legislature  of  Missouri  and  to 
control  their  convention,  then  it  followed  that 
Conj^ess  were  the  sovereigns  of  the  people  of  Mis- 
soun,  and  they  were  not  left  the  poor  privilege  of 
choosing  masters.  The  essential  attributes  ofsov- 
ereignty,  of  saying  who  shall  be  the  rulers,  and 
what  quantity  of  power  they  should  have,  and  how 
distributed^  was  taken  away  from  the  people.  Time 
and  experience,  by  which  all  ffovernments  im- 
proved, would  be  of  no  use  to  tnat  people,  in  re- 


1517 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1518 


Fbbruaby,  1820. 


Admiision  of  Mistouiri. 


H.  OF  R« 


gard  to  one  part  of  their  constitution.  The  inde- 
pendence of  the  State,  80  far  as  it  conld  be  effected 
by  the  operation  of  the  restriction,  was  gone,  and 
all  modification  of  their  goyemment,  so  far  as  it 
depended  on  their  constitution,  was  to  be  inhibited 
to  them.  Among  the  constellation  of  States,  seem- 
ing to  act  in  concert  under  one  common  head, 
claiming  the  advantages  and  privileges  of  one  com- 
mon constitution,  Missouri  would  present  an  ano- 
malous case  of  a  people  in  America  not  governed 
by  their  own  consent  and  free  will,  but  l^  that  of 
another ;  yet,  it  was  pretended  that  this  was  self- 
government  ;  it  was,  however,  a  limited,  degraded, 
conditional,  dependent  independence,  unknown  to 
the  principles  and  genius  of  our  institutions.  The 
very  act  of  forming  a  constitution  was  a  sovereign 
and  independent  exercise  of  power,  resting  alone, 
for  the  authori^  to  do  so.  on  the  free  will  of  those 
concerned,  and  on  the  law  of  man,  which  was 
paramount  to  all  law  and  all  constitutions,  and, 
Tvere  we  to  go  back  one  step  more,  it  would  be 
found  that  the  election  of  members  of  a  convention 
was  one  of  the  very  first  independent  and  sovereign 
acts  that  a  people  could  do ;  for,  was  not  the  elec- 
tion of  members  of  a  convention  a  sovereign  act, 
the  sovereignty  of  the  people  would  not  be  repre- 
sented, which  was  essential  in  fixing  first  prin- 
ciples and  establishing  a  form  of  government. 
But,  how  did  the  case  stand  here  ?  It  was  true 
that  Mr.  S.  was  now  heard,  and  was  pleading 
the  cause  of  the  people  of  Missouri — yes,  poorly 

g leading  it;  but  was  Missouri  represented  here? 
[ad  he  a  vote  to  give  on  this  or  any  other  ques- 
tion, and  was  he  ever  to  give  his  assent,  it  would 
not  bind  the  most  obscure  individual  in  the  land ; 
and  he  was  still  further  deprived  of  the  privilege 
of  entering  his  dissent  to  this  measure  on  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  House.    The  restriction  under  debate 
was  to  form  an  irrevocable  feature  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  Missouri  was 
not  only  unrepresented  in  Congress,  but  she  was 
to  be  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  being  represented 
even  in  convention  on  this  point — ^that  was,  she 
should  not  exercise  her  free  will  on  this  as  on  other 
questions  to  be  taken  into  consideration  in  the  for- 
mation of  her  constitution,  but  was  absolutely  and 
unconditionally  to  submit  to  the  restriction.    This 
being  the  true  state  of  the  case,  it  resulted  in  this 
absurdity,  that  part  of  the  constitution  of  the  State 
of  Missouri  was  to  be  left  to  the  people,  subject  to 
such  alterations  and  modifications  as  time  and  ex- 
perience should  render  necessary;  but  the  other 
portions  of  the  constitution  Congress  were  parties 
to,  beinff  matter  of  compact,  and,  like  the  laws  of 
the  Medes  and  Persians,  was  irrevocable  and  un- 
alterable.   The  corollary^  of  the  most  inconsistent 
character,  that  resulted  irom  the  restriction,  was, 
that  a  portion  of  the  constitution  of  the  State  of 
Missouri  wotild  derive  its  existence  from  Congress, 
while  another  portion  of  the  same  constitution 
gave  being  to  a  part  of  Congress  itself;  where  the 
conclusion  was  so  repugnant  to  the  dictates  of 
common  sense,  we  were  compelled  to  acknowledge 
that  the  premis^  were  somewhere  wrong. 

Mr.  S.  had  said,  that  an  act  of  Congress  to  au- 
thorize the  pec^le  of  Missouri  to  elect  members 


and  to  meet  in  convention,  was  mere  ceremony, 
and  might  have  been  done  by  the  Territorial  Le- 
gislature. In  performing  this  act  of  ceremony, 
what  were  Congress  about  to  do?  They  were 
about  to  interlope  a  condition,  the  ^ect  of  whieh^ 
if  Missouri  refused  to  accede,  was,  the  authorized 
convention  of  the  people  of  Missouri. was  not  an 
authorized  conrention ;  and  the  constitution  itself,, 
which  they  had  formed  in  pursuance  of  law,  and 
by  virtue  of  inherent  rights,  was  not  a  convention,, 
and  every  conclusion  drawn  from  the  necessary 
independence  essential  to  the  act  amounted  to 
nothing. 

Congress  were  about  to  prejudge  the  people  or 
Missouri.    How  did  gentlemen  know  what  provis- 
ions thev  intended  to  make  in  their  constitution  7 
How  dia  gentlemen  know  whether  the  constits- 
tion  of  Missouri  would  be  republican  or  otherwise  ? 
With  the  aid  of  all  their  optics  and  political  saga- 
city, they  were  not  able  to  pronounce  jjiat  tne 
people  of  Missouri  would  not  tender  a  constitution 
m  every  way  comporting  with  the  letter  and  spirit 
of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  perhaps  comply- 
ing with  the  wishes  of  gentlemen.    This  ims  not 
the  time  to  talk  of  conditions :  impartial  judges 
always  waited  till  the  whole  case  was  laid  open, 
before  they  made  up  their  opinions.     Congress, 
then,  ought  to  suspend  their  operations  until  they 
had  seen  and  examined  the  constitution  of  Mis- 
souri :  it  was  then,  and  not  till  then,  that  Con^^ress 
could  be  able  to  determine  whether  its  principles 
were  republican,  and  its  provisions  just.    Mr.  S. 
was  disposed  to  be  charitable,  but  he  really  could 
not  believe  that  gentlemen  were  serious  when  they 
contended  that  Congress,  as  the  guardians  or  mas- 
ters of  the  Territory  of  MtMouri,  had  the  right  to 
dictate  what  should  be  the  attributes  of  sovereigntv 
of  the  State  of  Miswuri,  hereafter  to  be  formed. 
He  protested  against  the  princij^e  that  the  repre- 
sentatives of  States  and  the  people  could  rightfully 
impose  shackles  or  restrictions  on  the  States  or  on 
the  peoi^e.    This  would  be  reversing  one  of  the 
plainest  maxims,  and  placing  the  creature  above 
the  creator ;  for  Congress — nay,  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution itself— was  but  the  creature  of  the  people 
and  of  the  States.    Suppose  the  people  or  Mis- 
souri were  to  meet  in  convention,  under  this  law 
of  Confess,  and  to  make  a  constitution  comport- 
ing with  all  its  prorisions,  save  only  the  restric- 
tion, and  that  they  were  to  reject — ^wnat  would  be 
the  consequences.    Had  eentfemen  weighed  them, 
as  it  was  their  duty  to  do  ?    Could  Congress  do 
any  thing  more  than  refuse  her  admission  ?  Would 
Missouri  progress,  as  a  State  government,  out  of 
the  pale  of  tne  Constitution  and  your  laws;  or 
would  she  resolre  back  to  a  Territory  ?— ^  case 
that  might  lead  to  awful  consequences,  and  quite 

Erobable  to  occur,  might  with  great  proprietv  be 
ere  stated  for  the  consideration  of  the  memoes. 
Missouri  having  formed  her  constitution,  proceeds 
to  orffanize  her  government,  elects  her  Governor, 
establishes  her  judiciarv,  appoints  her  judges,  ana 
proceeds  as  a  State.  Conmss,  in  consequence  of 
ner  not  complying  with  tne  restriction,  affects  to 
consider  her  as  a  Territory,  and  appoints  her  a 
(Governor,  commissions  her  judges  and  other  offi- 
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cere,  and  they  repair  to  their  posts  to  undertake 
their  duties.    The  people  of  Missouri  say,  you  are 
not  our  officers ;  \^e  will  not  be  ruled  by,  nor  will 
we  submit  to,  your  adjudication  on  our  riehts. 
What  were  centlemen  prepared  to  do?     would 
they  shamefully  retreat,  ana  permit  Missouri  to  be 
triumphant,  or  would  they  rally  an  army,  and  force 
submLssion  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  ?    What ! 
shed  the  blood  oithe  people  of  Missouri — ^yonr 
friends,  your  brothers — Wause  they  contend  for 
the^ight  of  self-^yemment — for  beinjg^  Americans  I 
That  portion  ot  the  States  that  think  Congress 
have  not  the  power  to  impose  restrictions  on  the 
people  of  Missouri  will  not  join  in  the  crusade,  nor 
will  they  suffer  Missouri  to  be  subdued ;  because, 
if  she  falls  in  contending  against  the  principles  ot 
the  restriction,  their  turn  wifi  next  come.   The  bay- 
onets of  Southern  and  Western  men  would  not 
resach  Southern  and  Western  hearts.    If  it  had 
been  foretold  by  any  one,  that  in  the  short  period  of 
thirty-three  years  after  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  that  in  America  the  spectacle  would 
hare  been  exhibited  of  a  portion  of  the  people 
contending  for  the  right  of  self-government,  and 
the  nsht  was  to  them  denied,  he  would  not  only 
have  Been  placed  among  the  false  prophets  of  the 
dav,  but  would  have  been  called  a  madman,  if  not 
a  tool.    And  yet  such  was  the  melancholy  fact, 
and  that,  too,  gravely  contended  for  on  the  floor  of 
the  American  Congress!    But  this  was  not  the 
only  danger,  if  the  doctrine  of  the  restrictionist  was 
carried  into  practice.    There  were  others,  that^  if 
not  ao  immediatelv  obvious,  were  equally  certam ; 
one  was,  that,  under  this  latitude  of  construction. 
Congress  mirht  go  so  far  as  to  make  the  new 
States  depend  on  Congress  for  all  their  powers 
and  all  their  privil^^    New  States  thus  admit- 
ted might  in  the  end  enlist  on  the  side  of  the  Gen- 
eml  Qovemment.  and  swallow  up  the  old  States — 
nrodneing  consolidation.    They  would  naturally 
wA  degraded,  and  entertain  at  least  a  disposition 
to  abridge  the  superior  privilec^  of  other  States, 
and  reduce  them  to  a  level  with  themselves,  while 
the  other  side  would  present  a  view  of  the  great 
embarrassments  that  would  arise  in  defining  the 
proper  line  of  jurisdiction  among  a  confederation 
of  States,  not  possessing  the  same  powers  and 
privileges.    Jealousies  and  distFUsts  must  follow 
such  a  state  of  things,  that  would  have  a  tendency 
to  disunion ;  nor  was  it  roasonable  to  suppose  that 
any  State  would  long  support  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, if  that  Grovemment  interfered  with  its 
domestic  concerns. 

It  has  been  rightly  said  that  this  part  of  the 
Constitution  was  matter  of  compromise.  The 
framers  of  <hat  instrument  had  t^ken  special  care 
not  to  interfere  on  those  subiects^here  tne  feelings 
and  interests  of  the  several  States  were  so  much 
at  variance.  Gentlemen,  however,  more  wise  than 
their  ancestors,  wished  to  do  that,  by  an  act  of 
raieral  legislati<m,  which  the  Constitution  had 
thought  most  prudent  to  leave  to  the  States  respec- 
tively. If  Missouri  was  not  to  have  the  right  of 
domestic  slavery,  from  whence  did  the  other  States 
in  the  Union  derive  the  right  ?  They  enjoyed  it 
Move  the  Confederation;  they  enjoyed  it  under 


the  Confederation ;  and  stipulated  for  its  duration 
and  preservation  under  tne  Constitution — that 
Constitution  which  provided  for,  not  only  the 
States  that  were  then  parties  thereto,  but  for  all 
other  new  States  that  Congress  might  thereafter 
admit  to  a  participation  in  tne  compact. 

Mr.  6.  could  see  no  essential  difference  in  prin- 
ciple between  dictating  the  whole  or  any  part  of  a 
constitution  to  a  new  State,  and  the  alteration  or 
total  abolition  of  the  constitution  of  an  old  State  ; 
that  feature,  or  rather  that  sUence  in  the  constitu- 
tions of  some  of  the  States,  which  permitted  the 
citizens  to  hold  slaves,  seemed  particularly  to  fall 
under  the  ban  of  gentlemen,  as  anti-republican. 
If  such  was  the  fact,  and  the  power  contended  for, 
in  relation  to  Missouri,  was  possessed,  why  not, 
at  one  dash,  blot  it  out  from  all  those  constitu- 
tions ?    Why  not,  in  the  rage  for  universal  eman- 
cipation, liberate  all  the  cuffees  of  the  nation; 
brmg  them  to  the  hustings ;  let  them  vote ;  make 
them  alone,  or  in  part,  eligible  to  all  the  offices  in 
the  Grovemment;  place  tnem  under  the  canopy 
where  the  chairman  was  then  silting ;  fix  them  in 
the  judgment  seats ;  promote  intermarriages ;  and 
make  us  one  people?    If  Congress  had  the  right 
to  abolish  slavery,  they  must  have  concurrent 
right  to  abolish  the  right  of  representation  attached 
to  them.    Why  did  not  gentlemen  go  the  whole? 
Why  fritter  down,  bv  piecemeal,  the  rights  of  the 
slaveholdlng  States  ?    But  look  at  the  other  side 
of  this  mammoth  power.     He  desired  to  bring 
the  question  home  to  gentlemen.    A  member  from 
Ohio  (Mr.  Brush)  had  contended  that,  under  the 
8th  section  of  the  Constitution  that  gave  Congress 
the  power  "  to  provide  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare,"  they  could  impose  the  restric- 
tion on  Missouri,  because  he  had  assumed  it  for 
granted,  that,  to  limit  the  negroes  to  certain  lati- 
tudes, and  to  confine  them  within  certain  limits, 
would  be  promoting  the  common  defence  and  gen- 
eral welfare.    Now,  what  would  contribute  to  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfiire  was  mere 
matter  of  opinion,  and  it  was  not  always  that  the 
means  used  produced  the  aad ;  a  mistake  in  the 
one  was  sure  to  defeat  the  other,  and  it  appeared 
to  Mr.  S.  much  more  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
the  comuKm  defence  was  weakened,  and  the  gen- 
eral welfare  much  more  endangered,  by  confimn^ 
the  slaves  within  certain  districts,  condensing  their 
population,  and  enabUng  them  to  act  in  concert, 
than  to  spread  them  over  avast  extent  of  territory, 
distributing  them  in  small  proportions  among  Uie 
whites,  and  thus  prevent  the  prolM^ity  of  insur- 
rection, from  a  want  of  capacity  to  concentrate 
their  forces.    If.  then,  an  occasional  majcuity  of 
Congress  had  tne  rig^t^  under  this  or  any  omer 
clause  of  the  Constitution,  to  say  that,  in  their 
opinion,  it  promoted  the  common  detenoe  and 
general  welfare  that  slavery  should  not  exist  in 
certain  States  of  the  Union;  a  counter  majority, 
at  any  other  time,  under  the  same  clause  of  the 
Constitution,  would  have  the  power  to  declare 
that  it  comported  with  their  views  of  common 
defence  and  general  welfare  that  it  should  exist 
in  all  the  States,  and  that  the  non-slaveholding 
States  should  admit  slaves  within  their  borders, 
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1  under  pain  of  suspension  or  expulsion  from  the 
n  Union.  How  would  gentlemen  then  stand  affeet- 
I  ed?  Would  they  not  then  declare  against  this 
i  mighty  power,  exercised  upon  mere  speculation, 
I  whether  this  or  that  measure  promoted  the  com> 
mon  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  nation  ? 
1  In  point  of  fact  there  was  but  little,  if  any,  differ- 
i  ence  between  taking  away,  or  forcing  upon,  any 
I  person  or  people  that  which  they  did  or  did  not 
I  want ;  each  was  equally  a  riolation  of  their  rights. 
I  GoTernments  were  instituted  as  much  for  the 
I  protection  of  the  property  as  the  person  of  the 
governed.  So  sacred  was  this  principle  that,  in 
I  no  instance,  by  the  Constitution  of  the  land,  could 
private  property  be  -taken,  even  for  public  use, 
,  without  compensation.  But  what  compensation 
was  offered  to  Missouri  for  this  privation  of  her 
rights  ?  What  remuneration  was  offered  to  the 
slaveholdin^  States,  who  had  an  equal  interest  in 
Missouri  with  the  non-slaveholdin^  States,  ibr 
this  deprivation  of  their  right  to  emigrate  to  that 
country  with  their  slaves  ?  Did  not  the  restriction 
take  from  this  portion  of  the  community  a  part  of 
their  interest  in  that  Territory,  and  diminish  the 
value  of  the  lands  they  had  already  purchased 
for  themselves  and  their  children?  In  fact,  it 
amounted  to  a  fraud  on  the  purchasers ;  the  lands 
had  been  sold  while  certain  regulations  existed, 
that  induced  them  to  purchase,  and  to  pay  a  higher 
price  for  the  soil ;  but,  so  soon  as  Congress  reap 
the  advantages  of  these  false-pretences,  tney  then, 
for  the  first  time,  foreclose  the  right  of  the  citizens 
to  take  with  them  their  hands  to  operate  on  the 
soil  which  they  purchased,  alone  with  that  view. 
Between  individuals  in  a  court  of  justice,  (if  there 
was  any  justice  left  in  the  land,)  money,  paid  un- 
der sucn  circumstances,  could  he  recovered  back, 
and  the  enforcements  of  the  out-standing  payments 
be  enjoined.  By  the  Constitution  of  the  Union. 
Congress  could  pass  no  ^^expMt  facto  law,  or  bill 
of  attainder,  or  any  law  workins^  the  corruption  of 
bloody  or  foirfeittue  of  property."  The  restriction 
in  question  was  ex  poet  facto,  as  regarded  the  Mis- 
sourian^  because  it  divested  nim  of  a  vested  right 
in  the  liberation  of  his  slaves ;  it  was  ex  poet  facto 
as  related  to  the  vested  right  that  the  purchaser  of 
land  acquired  at  the  time  of  purchase,  to  take  with 
him  to  the  country  any  description  of  property 
that  would  facilitate  the  improvement  and  culti- 
vation of  his  land.  Such  was  the  inducement  and 
reasonable  expectation  at  the  time  of  purchase. 
Let  the  restriction  become  a  law,  and  the  emi- 
grant would  stand  attainted  and  convicted  of  a 
crime  that  opemted  a  forfeiture  of  his  property,  if 
he  removed  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  took  nis 
slaves  with  him ;  and  that  amendment  to  the  5di 
article  of  the  Constitution  which  declared  that  no 
person  should  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  pro- 
perty, without  due  course  of  law,  became  inoper- 
ative, and  the  citizen  was  divested  of  his  property 
without  Constitution,  or  law,  or  judge,  or  jury. 
Surely  ffentlemen  wese  wrong  when  they  sou^t 
refuge  tor  the  power  to  impose  thb  restriction 
under  that  portion  of  the  Constitution  that  au^ 
thorized  Congress  to  "regulate  the  intercourse 
between  the  several  States,  and  between  the  Uni- 


ted States  and  forei^  Grov^mments."  Missouri 
was  not  yet  any  portion  of  a  foreign  Government; 
and  the  right  to  make  regulations  between  the 
several  States,  was  essentially  different  from  mak- 
ing a  restriction  or  regulation  in  respect  to  one 
particular  State.  When  Congress  acted  between 
the  several  States,  they  had  an  eye  to  something 
like  reciprocity ;  but  here  there  was  none — all  the 
advantages  and  privileges  were  taken  from  Mis- 
souri, and  none  given  in  exchange. 

By  the  principles  of  the  Revolution  Missouri 
could  not  be  taxed  without  a  representation  and 
her  own  consent,  yet  she  had  been  taxed  during 
the  lAte  war,  and  had  mopt  cheerfully  furnished 
her  quota  of  men  and  of  money,  without  murmur- 
ing or  exhibiting  one  symptom  of  discontent.  So 
much  for  a  peope's  surrendering  the  smallest  por- 
tion of  their  rights.  Gentlemen,  presuming  on 
their  patriotism  and  love  of  country,  were  now,  in 
continuation,  about  to  tax  them  out  of  their  rights 
and  privileges,  and  leave  them  without  the  means 
of  redress. 

Mr.  S.  would  ask  gentlemen  whether  the  people 
of  Missouri  were  to  be  considered  free  and  indepen- 
dent before  the  formation  of  their  constitution 
and  admission  into  the  Union  7  or,  whether  they 
became  free  and  independent  only  after  their  ad- 
mission as  a  State?  if  they  became  free  and  in- 
dependent alone  by  the  act  of  admission,  then  it 
would  follow  that  they  were  not  competent  to 
form  a  constitution,  because  they  did  not  possess 
the  free  will  and  sovereignty  that  was  essential  to 
such  an  act;  and  as  the  General  Government 
was  confederated,  and  formed  by  compact,  Mis- 
souri could  not  be  considered  capable  of  entering 
into  the  corapactive  Union  because  she  was  not 
a  free  a^ent.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  Missouri 
was  to  DC  considered  as  free  and  independent  be- 
fore she  formed  a  constitution^  and  was  admitted 
into  the  Union,  how  was  she  to  lose  that  independ- 
ence after  her  constitution  was  form^?  The 
case  had  already  been  supposed,  that  Missouri, 
having  formed  her  constitution,  proceeded  to  her 
operations  as  a  State;  he  would  now  put  it  to 
sentlemen  in  another  shape,  and  inquire  if  they 
did  not  intend  to  use  force,  to  what  other  descrip- 
tion of  process  they  would  resort  to  effect  a  repeal 
of  the  charter  of  Missouri  ?  A  qw>  tpamuUotMd 
been  named.  What  I  declare  Missouri  out  of  the 
pale  of  the  Constitution,  not  amenable  to  your 
laws,  not  a  member  of  the  fedeial  family,  and  con- 
sequently, not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  your 
liouxts ;  and  yet  to  issue,  from  one  of  those  very 
courts,  &quo  wetrmniOy  to  inquire  by  what. authority 
the  people  exercised  the  right  of  self-government? 
Mr.  S.  said  that  if  it  was  reserved  for  him  to  make 
a  return  to  that  writ  he  would  endorse  upon  it  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  and  reply  that  the 
right  was  from  Crod.  Gentlemen  would  find,  that, 
if  such  an  unhappy  state  of  things  was  produced 
by  the  restriction,  it  would  be  necessary  to  issue 
some  other  description  of  process  to  deprive  that 
people  of  their  ri^ht  of  self«govemment. 

It  certainly  did  not  require  any  argument  to 
prove  that  Congress  could  not  incorporate  a  people 
and  make  them  a  State  without  their  consent,  and 
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if  tbey  could  not,  it  followed  that  the  converse  of 
the  proposition  was  true,  that  it  was  their  own 
free  will  and  consent  that  made  them  a  State, 
and  not  the  act  of  Congress.  Members,  howerer, 
had  taken  the  other  ground,  and  had  argued  as 
though  the  law  in  debate  was  to  constitute  the 
State  of  Missouri ;  but  the  manner  of  its  applica- 
tion was  indeed  very  singular — ^it  was  thus :  That 
if  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  made  in  pursuance 
of  this  law,'  turned  out  to  suit  Congress,  then  the 
State  and  the  people  were  to  be  considered  as  ex 
post  fcbcto  independent,  but  if  that  constitution,  on 
presentation,  was  not  palatable,  then,  this  Uger- 
demaUi  fclicy  did  not  attach  to  the  condition  of 
Missouri,  and  she  was  to  be  considered  as  not  hav* 
ing  acted  at  all.  The  same  laws  and  principles  of 
eternal  justice,  that  ought  to  regulate  individuals 
in  their  private  transactions,  ought  also  to  be  re- 
garded by  States  and  nations ;  one  of  these  was, 
that  a  bond  or  an  indenture,  entered  into  under 
duress,  was  not  binding  on  the  party.  By  a  parity 
of  reasoning,  was  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution 
under  the  ban  of  the  nation,  would  it  be  binding 
on  her  after  admission  ? 

'  ,  If  the  ground  taken  by  gentlemen,  practically 
speaking,  oe  correct,  that  all  negroes  and  their  in- 
crease are  naturally  free,  why  dragoon  Missouri 
into  a  Constitutional  acknowledgment  of  the  fact? 
Why  make  them  declare  what  the  law  of  nature 
had  already  declared  ?  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
attitude  assumed  be  indefeasible,  why  enact  a  re- 
striction that  the  State  could  turn  round  and  re- 
jH^'?  Why  produce  such  an  unpleasant  collision 
between  the  Federal  and  State  authorities?  It  was, 
indeed,  matter  of  regret  to  see  gentlemen  persevere 
in  spending  their  time  and  the  people's  money  in 
legislating  to  no  effect,  as  though  they  were  de- 
puted here  to  rivet,  either  b^r  direct  or  indirect 
means,  the  shackles  on  a  portion  of  their  fellow- 
citizens.  Missouri  did  not  intend,  by  any  act  of 
hers,  to  furnish  the  argument,  that  she  had  con- 
sented to  remain  in,  or  to  return  to  vassalage.  And 
was  she  to  meet  and  form  a  constitution  under 
such  circumstances,  and  then,  at  any  subsequent 
period^  to  attempt  to  alter  the  restriction,  or  snake 
off  this  odious  badge  of  degradation  and  distrust, 
the  advocates  of  the  measure  would  then  say,  that, 
whether  they  had  the  right  to  impose  the  restric- 
tion or  not,  Missouri  had  consented  to  it;  that  the 
people  had  voluntarily  entered  into  terms;  and 
that  thev  and  all  posterity  were  bound  on  the  sub- 
ject This  would  be  an  unwarrantable,  if  not  an 
unworthy  exercise  of  power  and  cunning,  on  the 
one  hana,  against  a  supposed  weakness  and  sim- 
plicity on  the  other.  This,  in  fact,  would  only  be 
a  supposition;  for  a  people  contending  for  tneir 
rights  were  always  strong[. 

It  was  his  duty  to  apprize  gentlemen  of  the  true 
state  of  the  case.  He  owed  it  to  the  people  he 
represented,  to  speak  their  sentiments  ana  their  de- 
terminations, of  which  he  was  well  advised ;  and 
he  owed  it  to  the  Representatives  of  the  nation  to 
tell  them  the  truth,  however  rash  it  might  be  deem- 
ed, because  the  people  they  represent^  might  one 
day  bleed  in  contending  for  and  against  this  re- 
striction.    But  the  tram  was,  that,  although  the 


people  of  Missouri  were  accustomed  to  look  to 
Congress  for  many  laws,  and  as  the  dispensers  of 
all  good,  they  had  not  lost  the  dignity  oi  their  na- 
tures any  more  than  the  citizens  ot  States,  whc 
were  accustomed  to  look  to  their  own  States  for 
supreme  authority.  The  independence  of  that  peo- 
ple could  only  be  taken  from  them  by  conquest  on 
consent — he  did  not  deny  the  power  of  the  Gene- 
ral Gk)vemment  to  conquer  or  compel  submission, 
but  consent  to  this  restriction  they  never  would. 
They  would  not  acknowled^  that  independence 
was  not  their  birthright  with  others.  Had  the 
Territory  of  Missouri  sufficient  phvsical  strength 
to  assert  her  rights,  no  attempt  woulo  then  be  made 
to  impose  this  or  any  other  restriction ;  her  ap- 
proach to  good  fellowship  and  the  Union  would 
oe  hailed  from  afar;  she  would  be  greeted  witk 
smiles,  and  not  laughed  to  scorn. 

The  authority  now  contended  for  would  give 
the  equal  right  to  distribute  and  regulate  all  the 
powers  of  the  internal  government  of  Missouri, 
under  this  alarming  latitude  of  construction,  Con- 
gress might  give  to  the  rulers  of  the  State  all  the 
powers,  and  produce  an  aristocracy,  or  they  might 
reserve  to  the  people  all  authority,  and  yield  an 
arrogant  mobocracy ;  indeed,  what  might  they  DOt 
do  in  the  moments  of  mistasen  philanthropy  and 
misguided  zeal  for  liberty  and  equality?  Gende^ 
men  might  not  only  prohibit  the  further  introduc- 
tion of  slaves  into  Missouri;  they  might  not  only 
emancipate  all  those  that  were  now  there,  but 
they  might  violate  the  most  sacred  principles  of 
the  Constitution,  and  establish  a  standard  religion; 
for  it  was  but  one  step  from  the  violation  of  the 
rights  of  property  to  the  violation  of  the  rights  of 
conscience. 

Mr.  S.  said,  that  this  was  not  a  question  "whe- 
ther slavery  snould  exist,''  but  merely  where  should 
the  slaves,  now  in  America,  be  permitted  to  reside  ? 
The  mistake  of  this  proposition  seemed  to  have 
measurably  produced  all  this  contention  and  strife. 
Was  this  an  original  question,  whether  we  should 
subject  a  portion  of  our  fellow  beings  to  a  state  of 
servitude  and  degradation,  he  believed  that  the 
people  of  Missouri^  from  their  innate  love  of  lib- 
erty, equality,  and  independence,  would  be  among 
the  first  to  declare  against  the  principle.  But  the 
absolute  condition  of  that  description  of  persons 
did  exist,  and  actually  had  existed  long  before  even 
the  first  settlements  were  formed  in  Missouri ;  and 
if  there  were  any  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
holding  that  description  of  property,  the  people  of 
Missouri,  as  citizens  of  the  United  States,  had  the 
right,  in  common  with  others.  Congress,  in  de- 
ciding that  they  should  not  be  introduced,  as  one 
of  the  species  of  property  under  our  Constitution 
and  laws,  were  doing  tnat  section  of  country  a 
wrong,  because  it  placed  them,  in  powers  and  priv- 
ileges, below  other  States  in  the  Union ;  and  when 
a  wrong  was  meditated  on  any  people  they  alone 
were  the  judges ;  such  had  been  the  current  doc- 
trine, and  so  considered  by  the  United  States  them- 
selves, when  they  detemuned  on  that  course  with 
zeffard  to  Great  Britain,  which  led  to  American 
independence.  If  gentlemen  were  not  predeter- 
mined to  fix  this  restriction  on  Missouri,  and  irould 
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take  the  trouble  to  mount  up  to  first  principles, 
they  would  find  that  it  was  not  a  mere  question  of 
power,  growing  out  of  the  construction  of  the  Con- 
st! to  tion,  but  that  there  was  another  law,  para- 
mount to  all  written  rules  and  regulations,  that 
operated  on  and  controlled  the  question — ^it  was 
the  law  of  man ;  it  was  his  eternal  and  indefeasi- 
ble rij^ht  to  self-government.  It  was  an  idle  cal- 
culation to  believe  that  the  State  of  Missouri  would 
lose  sight  of  this  law  of  man  in  adjusting  their 
constitution  or  contending  for  their  rights.  It  was 
true  that  the  people  of  Missouri  had  been  a  long 
time  in  pupilage  and  wardship,  but  tbej  had  never 
been  in  bondage.  Although  derived  from  Spain, 
the  citizens  were  not  the  poor  remnant  of  Spknish 
despotism — ^the  great  portion  of  them  had  been 
in  a  land  of  libertv;  they  are  your  relations,  your 
friends,  your  brotners;  each  State  in  the  Union 
had  some  interest  there ;  and  they  were  freemen, 
who  knew  how  to  appreciate,  maintain,  and  defend 
their  rights.  A  maxim  might  with  great  propri- 
ety be  here  applied ;  it  was,  that  whenever  illegal 
or  improper  objects  were  to  be  attained,  that  they 
drove  the  supporters  of  them  to  improper  and  ille- 
gal oceans  to  effect  the  object.  The  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  although  deemed  omnipotent,  never 
had,  in  reference  to  the  colonies,  attempted  any 
thing  that  would  bear  a  comparison  with  this  re- 
striction, though  the  powers  of  Congress  were  ex- 
press, limited,  and  denned.  The  force  of  precedent 
nad  been  illustrated  in  the  course  of  this  debate. 
Let  this  restriction  prevail,  and  then  States  betoare! 
for  it  was  thus  that  a  tyrant,  about  to  subjugate 
the  liberties  of  a  people,  selected  an  obscure  indi- 
vidual, whose  fate  would  excite  no  alarm,  and,  in 
his  destruction,  fixed  an  example,  to  which,  in 
turn,  the  most  lordly  were  taught  to  bow.  And 
thus  Congress  selected  a  distant  and  feeble  Terri- 
tory, whose  murmurs  could  be  but  indistinctly 
heard,  just  o'er  the  verge  of  Heaven ;  and  in  the 
sacrifice  of  its  rights,  and  prostration  of  its  author- 
ity, established  a  precedent  that  saps  the  foundation 
or  State  authority,  and  produces  consolidation,  or, 
in  the  end,  disunion. 

Mr.  S.  remarked  that  he  had  much  more  to  say, 
but,  from  indisposition  and  exhaustion,  was  unable 
to  proceed :  the  Committee  were  also  fatigued  y  the 
question  or  expedience  and  other  topics  he  had  left 
entirely  untouched ;  but,  from  the  labored  and  able 
investigation  the  subject  had  received,  he  was 
willing  to  trust  the  rights,  the  happiness,  the  fate 
of  Missouri,  with  the  House.  Her  present  pros- 
perity and  future  greatness  depended  on  the  deci- 
sion ;  if  gentlemen  could  take  the  power,  he  en- 
treated them  not  to  exercise  it ;  the  affections  of 
the  pesople  of  Missouri  had  been  put  to  many  severe 
trials  in  the  course  of  eighteen  years,  bnt  they  could 
not  endure  forever;  and  he  appealed  to  gentle- 
men's unquestionable  knowledge  of  right,  and  na- 
tive love  of  justice,  not  to  add  this  restriction  to 
the  list  of  grievances  of  that  people. 

Mr.  Mbios,  of  New  York,  spoke  for  some  time 
against  restriction. 

Mr.  Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  few  re- 
marks in  favor  of  the  restriction. 
Mr.  TncK&R,  of  Virginia,  said  he  should  not 


have  ventured  to  trespass  further  on  the  time  of 
the  Committee  if  his  objections  to  the  proposed 
amendment,  particularly  as  to  its  expediency,  had 
been  anticipated  by  those  who  had  fi;one  before  him 
in  the  debate.  There  is,  indeed,  said  he,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, something  peculiar  in  every  man's  views  of 
the  subject,  who  exercises  his  own  powers  of  re- 
flection, and  it  is  only  by  looking  at  it  under  these 
different  phases  that  we  can  form  a  just  estimate 
of  its  bearings  and  dimensions.  I  am  the  more 
desirous  of  speaking  on  the  policy  of  the  proposed 
restriction,  because  a  distinguished  member  from 
Pennsvlvania  (Mr.  Sergeant)  has  said  that  Vir- 

f'nia  nad  no  interest  in  this  question.  Sir,  I  think 
can  show,  to  everv  unprejudiced  mind,  that  it 
threatens,  not  only  tne  peace  and  welfare  of  Vir- 
ginia, in  common  with  all  the  slaveholding  States, 
but  tneir  very  political  existence. 

Before  I  consider  the  constitutionality  of  this 
restriction,  I  beg  leave  to  say  a  word  on  the  sub- 
ject of  precedents.  The  member  from  Pennsyl- 
vania who  spoke  yesterday,  (Mr.  Baldwin,)  has, 
perhaps,  rendered  it  unnecessary  that  I  should  ad- 
dress you  on  this  topic.  He  has  shown,  by  ar^- 
ments  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  answer,  that 
the  precedents  on  which  the  supporters  of  the 
amendment  so  much  rely,  either  have  no  applica- 
tion, or,  if  closely  examined,  disprove  the  existence 
of  tne  power  now  claimed  for  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States.  But,  sir,  suppose  these  precedents 
to  be  of  a  different  character,  what  is  their  au- 
thority ? 

The  effect  of  precedent,  in  a  Constitutional 
question,  seems  to  oe  derived  from  the  presumption 
that  those  who  have  made  the  decision  have  heard 
the  arguments  for  and  against  the  power  sought  to 
be  exercised,  and  have,  after  due  aeliberation,  de- 
cided. But,  when  we  know  that  this  presumption 
is  not  the  fact,  and  that  the  power  in  question  has 
hitherto  been  exercised  without  controversy  or  ex- 
amination, I  think  that  precedents  of  this  sort  are 
entitled  to  little  or  no  weight,  and  that  those  who 
deny  the  existence  of  the  power  have  a  ri^ht  to 
ask  those  who  assert  it  to  point  out  that  particular 
pBxt  of  the  Constitution  from  which  it  is  derived. 
The  advocates  of  the  amendment  have  virtually 
admitted  the  reasonableness  of  this  claim,  as,  while 
they  have  insisted  on  the  force  of  precedents,  they 
have  directly  inferred  the  power  they  contend  for 
by  arguments  drawn  from  the  Constitution  itself. 

In  the  examination  of  this  doctrine,  I  shall 
confine  myself  to  that  clause  of  the  Constitution 
which  speaks  of  the  admission  of  new  States ; 
for,  although  other  parts  of  that  instrument  have 
also  been  referred  to,  in  support  of  the  restriction, 
yet,  every  gentleman  on  that  side  of  the  question 
has  laid  the  chief  stress  of  his  argument  on  this 
clause,  and  some  have  relied  on  it  altogether. 
They  contend  that  the  right  in  Congress  to  admit 
new  States  into  the  Union  implies  the  right  to  re- 
fuse admission.  This,  I  agree,  is  a  fair  implica- 
tion. But  they  further  insist,  that  the  right  to  ad- 
mit or  reject  implies  the  rignt  to  impose  terms  on 
admission,  and  they  support  their  position  by  the 
legal  maxim,  cvjus  est  dare  tjus  est  disponere — he 
who  can  give  may  regulate  his  gift ;  may  say  how 
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if  they  could  not,  it  followed  that  the  converse  of 
the  proposition  was  true,  that  it  was  their  own 
free  will  and  consent  that  made  them  a  State, 
and  not  the  act  of  Congress.  Members,  however, 
had  taken  the  other  ground,  and  had  argued  as 
though  the  law  in  debate  was  to  constitute  the 
State  of  Missouri ;  but  the  manner  of  its  applica- 
tion was  indeed  very  sin j^ular — ^it  was  thus :  That 
if  the  constitution  of  Missouri,  made  in  pursuance 
of  this  law;  turned  out  to  suit  Congress,  then  the 
State  and  the  people  were  to  be  considered  as  ex 
pott  facto  independent^  but  if  that  constitution,  on 
presentation,  was  not  palatable,  then,  this  Uger- 
demain  foLiey  did  not  attach  to  the  condifion  of 
Missouri,  and  she  was  to  be  considered  as  not  hav- 
ing acted  at  all.  The  same  laws  and  principles  of 
eternal  justice,  that  ought  to  regulate  individuals 
in  their  private  transactions,  ought  also  to  be  re- 
garded by  States  and  nations ;  one  of  these  was, 
that  a  bond  or  an  indenture,  entered  into  under 
duress,  was  not  binding  on  the  party.  By  a  parity 
of  reasoning,  was  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution 
under  the  £in  of  the  nation,  would  it  be  binding 
on  her  after  admission  ? 

,  If  the  ffround  taken  by  ffeatlemen,  practically 
speaking,  De  correct,  that  all  negroes  and  their  in- 
crease are  naturally  free,  why  dragoon  Missouri 
into  a  Constitutional  acknowledgment  of  the  fact? 
Why  make  them  declare  what  the  law  of  nature 
had  already  declared  ?  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
attitude  assumed  be  indefeasible,  why  enact  a  re- 
striction that  the  State  could  turn  round  and  re- 
peal? Why  produce  such  an  unpleasant  collision 
Detween  the  Federal  and  State  authorities?  It  was, 
indeed,  matter  of  regret  to  see  gentlemen  persevere 
in  spending  their  time  and  the  people's  money  in 
legislating  to  no  effect,  as  thouch  they  were  de- 
puted here  to  rivet,  either  hj  direct  or  indirect 
means,  the  shackles  on  a  portion  of  their  fellow- 
citizms.  Missouri  did  not  intend,  by  any  act  of 
hers,  to  furnish  the  argument,  that  sne  had  con- 
sented to  remain  in,  or  to  return  to  vassalage.  And 
was  she  to  meet  and  form  a  constitution  under 
such  circumstances,  and  then,  at  any  subsequent 
period^  to  attempt  to  alter  the  restriction,  or  shake 
off  this  odious  badge  of  degradation  and  distrust, 
the  advocates  of  the  measure  would  then  say,  that, 
whether  they  had  the  right  to  impose  the  restric- 
tion or  not,  Missouri  had  consenteci  to  it;  that  the 
people  had  voluntarily  entered  into  terms;  and 
that  they  and  all  posterity  were  bound  on  the  sub- 
ject This  would  be  an  unwarrantable,  if  not  an 
unworthy  exercise  of  power  and  cunning,  on  the 
one  hana,  against  a  supposed  weakness  and  stm- 
pUcity  on  the  other.  This,  in  fact,  would  only  be 
a  supposition;  for  a  people  contending  for  tneir 
rights  were  always  strong. 

It  was  his  duty  to  apprize  gentlemen  of  the  true 
state  of  the  case.  He  owed  it  to  the  people  he 
represented,  to  speak  their  sentiments  and  their  de- 
terminations, ot  which  he  was  well  advised;  and 
he  owed  it  to  the  Representatives  of  the  nation  to 
tell  them  the  truth,  however  rash  it  might  be  deem- 
ed, because  the  people  they  represented  might  one 
day  bleed  in  contending  for  and  against  this  re- 
striction.    But  the  tram  was,  that,  although  the 


people  of  Missouri  were  acctistomed  to  look  to 
Congress  for  many  laws,  and  as  the  dispensers  of 
all  good,  they  had  not  lost  the  dignity  or  their  na- 
tures any  more  than  the  citizens  ot  States,  who 
were  accustomed  to  look  to  their  own  States  for 
supreme  authority.  The  independence  of  that  peo- 
ple could  only  be  taken  from  them  by  conquest  or 
consent--*he  did  not  deny  the  power  of  the  Gene- 
ral Government  to  conquer  or  compel  submission, 
but  consent  to  this  restriction  they  never  would. 
They  would  not  acknowled^  that  independence 
was  not  their  birthright  with  others.  Had  the 
Territory  of  Missouri  sufficient  physical  strength 
to  assert  her  rights,  no  attempt  would  then  be  made 
to  impose  this  or  any  other  restriction;  her  ap- 
proach to  good  fellowship  and  the  Union  would 
oe  hailed  from  afar;  she  would  be  greeted  with 
smiles,  and  not  laughed  to  scorn. 

The  authority  now  contended  for  would  give 
the  equal  right  to  distribute  and  regulate  all  the 
powers  of  the  internal  government  of  Missouri, 
u  nder  this  alarming  latitude  of  construction,  Con- 
gress might  give  to  the  rulers  of  the  State  all  the 
powers,  and  produce  an  aristocracy,  or  they  might 
reserve  to  the  people  all  authority,  and  yidd  an 
arrogant  mobocracy ;  indeed,  what  might  they  not 
do  in  the  moments  of  mistasen  philanthropy  and 
misguided  zeal  for  liberty  and  equality?  Gentle- 
men might  not  only  prohibit  the  further  introduc- 
tion of  slaves  into  Missouri ;  they  might  not  only 
emancipate  all  those  that  were  now  there,  but 
they  might  violate  the  most  sacred  principles  of 
the  Constitution,  and  establish  a  standard  religion ; 
for  it  was  but  one  step  from  the  violation  of  the 
rights  of  property  to  the  violation  of  the  rights  of 
conscience. 

Mr.  S.  said,  that  this  was  not  a  question  "  whe- 
ther slavery  should  exist,''  but  merely  where  should 
the  slaves,  now  in  America,  be  permitted  to  reside? 
The  mistake  of  this  proposition  seemed  to  have 
measuraUy  produced  all  this  contention  and  strife. 
Was  this  an  original  question,  whether  we  should 
subject  a  portion  of  our  fellow  beings  to  a  state  of 
servitude  and  degradation,  he  believed  that  the 
people  of  Missouri^  from  thdr  innate  love  of  lib- 
erty, equality,  and  independence,  would  be  among 
the  first  to  declare  against  the  principle.  But  the 
absolute  condition  of  that  description  of  persons 
did  exist,  and  actually  had  existed  lone  before  even 
the  first  settlements  were  formed  in  Missouri ;  and 
if  there  were  any  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
holding  that  description  of  property,  the  people  of 
Missouri,  as  citizens  of  the  United  States,  had  the 
right,  in  common  with  others.  Congress,  in  de- 
ciding that  they  should  not  be  introduced,  as  one 
of  the  species  of  property  under  our  Constitution 
and  laws,  were  doing  that  section  of  country  a 
wrong,  because  it  placed  them,  in  powers  and  priv- 
ileges, below  other  States  in  the  Union ;  and  when 
a  wrong  was  meditated  on  any  people  they  alone 
were  the  judges ;  such  had  been  the  current  doc- 
trine, and  so  considered  by  the  United  States  them- 
selves, when  they  determined  on  that  course  with 
i^rd  to  Great  Britain,  which  led  to  American 
independence.  If  gentlemen  were  not  predeter- 
mined to  fix  this  restriction  on  Missouri,  and  would 
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take  the  trouble  to  moant  op  to  first  principles, 
they  would  find  that  it  was  not  a  mere  question  of 
power,  growing  out  of  the  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, but  that  there  wa?  another  law,  para- 
mount to  all  written  rules  and  regulations,  that 
operated  on  and  controlled  the  question — it  was 
the  law  of  man ;  it  was  his  eternal  and  indefeasi- 
ble right  to  self-government.  It  was  an  idle  cal- 
culation to  believe  that  the  State  of  Missouri  would 
lose  sight  of  this  law  of  man  in  adjusting  their 
constitution  or  contending  for  their  rights.  It  was 
true  that  the  people  of  Missouri  had  been  a  long 
time  in  pupilage  and  wardship,  but  thev  had  never 
been  in  oondage.  Although  derived  from  Spain, 
the  citizens  were  not  the  poor  remnant  of  Spknish 
despotism — the  great  portion  of  them  had  been 
in  a  land  of  libertv ;  they  are  your  relations,  your 
friends,  your  brothers;  each  State  in  the  Union 
had  some  interest  there ;  and  they  were  freemen, 
who  knew  how  to  appreciate,  maintain,  and  defena 
their  rights.  A  maxim  might  with  great  propri- 
ety be  bere  applied ;  it  was,  that  whenever  illegal 
or  improper  objects  were  to  be  attained,  that  they 
drove  the  supporters  of  them  to  improper  and  ille- 
gal oceans  to  efiect  the  object.  The  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  although  deemed  omnipotent,  never 
had,  in  reference  to  the  colonies,  attempted  any 
thing  that  would  bear  a  comparison  with  this  re- 
striction, though  the  powers  of  Congress  were  ex- 
press, limited,  and  denned.  The  force  of  precedent 
nad  been  illustrated  in  the  course  of  this  debate. 
Let  this  restriction  prevail,  and  then  States  beware! 
for  it  was  thus  that  a  tyrant,  about  to  subjugate 
the  liberties  of  a  people,  selected  an  obscure  indi- 
vidual, whose  fate  would  excite  no  alarm,  and,  in 
his  destruction,  fixed  an  example,  to  which,  in 
turn,  the  most  lordly  were  taugtit  to  bow.  And 
thus  Congress  selected  a  distant  and  feeble  Terri- 
tory, whose  murmurs  could  be  but  indistinctly 
heard,  just  o'er  the  verge  of  Heaven ;  and  in  the 
sacrifice  of  its  rights,  and  prostration  of  its  author- 
ity, established  a  precedent  that  saps  the  foundation 
or  State  authority,  and  produces  consolidation,  or, 
in  the  end,  disunion. 

Mr.  S.  remarked  that  he  had  much  more  to  say, 
but,  from  indisposition  and  exhaustion,  was  unable 
to  proceed ;  the  Committee  were  also  ratigued ;  the 
question  of  expedience  and  other  topics  he  had  left 
entirely  untouched ;  but,  from  the  labored  and  able 
investigation  the  subject  had  received,  he  was 
willing  to  trust  the  rights,  the  happiness,  the  fate 
of  Missouri,  with  the  House.  Her  present  pros- 
perity and  future  greatness  depended  on  the  deci- 
sion ;  if  gentlemen  could  take  the  power,  he  en- 
treated them  not  to  exercise  it ;  the  affections  of 
the  people  of  Missouri  had  been  put  to  many  severe 
triaU  in  the  course  of  eighteen  years,  but  they  could 
not  endure  forever;  and  he  appealed  to  gentle- 
men's unquestionable  knowledge  of  right,  and  na- 
tive love  of  justice,  not  to  add  this  restriction  to 
the  list  of  grievances  of  that  people. 

Mr.  Meigs,  of  New  York,  spoke  for  some  time 
against  restriction. 

Mr.  Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  few  re- 
marks in  favor  of  the  restriction. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  said  he  should  not 


have  ventured  to  trespass  further  on  the  time  of 
the  Committee  if  his  objections  to  the  proposed 
amendment,  particularly  as  to  its  expediency,  had 
been  anticipated  by  those  who  had  gone  before  him 
in  the  debate.  There  ia,  indeed,  said  he,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, something  peculiar  in  every  man's  views  of 
the  subject,  who  exercises  his  own  powers  of  re- 
flection, and  it  is  only  by  looking  at  it  under  these 
different  phases  that  we  can  form  a  just  estimate 
of  its  bearings  and  dimensions.  I  am  the  more 
desirous  of  speaking  on  the  policy  of  the  proposed 
restriction,  because  a  distinguished  memner  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Sergeant)  has  said  that  Vir- 

finia  had  no  interest  in  this  question.  Sir,  I  think 
can  show,  to  every  unprejudiced  mind,  that  it 
threatens,  not  only  the  peace  and  welfare  of  Vir- 
ginia, in  common  with  all  the  slaveholding  States, 
but  tneir  very  political  existence. 

Before  I  consider  the  constitutionality  of  this 
restriction,  I  beg  leave  to  say  a  word  on  the  sub- 
ject of  precedents.  The  member  from  Pennsyl- 
vania wno  spoke  yesterday,  (Mr.  Baluwin,)  has, 
perhaps,  renaered  it  unnecessary  that  I  should  ad- 
dress you  on  this  topic.  He  has  shown,  by  argu- 
ments which  it  would  be  difficult  to  answer,  that 
the  precedents  on  which  the  supporters  oi  the 
amendment  so  much  rely,  either  have  no  applica- 
tion, or,  if  closely  examined,  disprove  the  existence 
of  tne  power  now  claimed  for  tne  Congress  of  the 
United  States.  But,  sir,  suppose  these  precedents 
to  be  of  a  different  character,  what  is  their  au- 
thority ? 

The  efiect  of  precedent,  in  a  Constitutional 
question,  seems  to  be  derived  from  the  presumption 
that  those  who  have  made  the  decision  have  heard 
the  arguments  for  and  against  the  power  sought  to 
be  exercised,  and  have,  after  due  deliberation,  de- 
cided. But,  when  we  Know  that  this  presumption 
is  not  the  fact,  and  that  the  power  in  question  has 
hitherto  been  exercised  without  controversy  or  ex- 
amination, I  think  that  precedents  of  this  sort  are 
entitled  to  little  or  no  Weight,  and  that  those  who 
deny  the  existence  of  the  power  have  a  right  to 
ask  those  who  assert  it  to  point  out  that  particular 
^rt  of  the  Constitution  from  which  it  is  derived. 
The  advocates  of  the  amendment  have  virtually 
admitted  the  reasonableness  of  this  claim,  as,  while 
they  have  insisted  on  the  force  of  precedents,  they 
have  directly  inferred  the  power  tney  contend  for 
by  arguments  drawn  from  the  Constitution  itself. 

In  the  examination  of  this  doctrine,  I  shall 
confine  myself  to  that  clause  of  the  Constitution 
which  speaks  of  the  admission  of  new  States; 
for,  although  other  parts  of  that  instrument  have 
also  been  referred  to,  in  support  of  the  restriction, 
yet,  every  gentleman  on  that  side  of  the  question 
has  laid  the  chief  stress  of  his  argument  on  this 
clause,  and  some  have  relied  on  it  altogether. 
They  contend  that  the  right  in  Congress  to  admit 
new  States  into  the  Union  implies  the  right  to  re- 
fuse admission.  This,  I  agree,  is  a  fair  implica- 
tion. But  they  further  insist,  that  the  right  to  ad- 
mit or  reject  implies  the  right  to  impose  terms  on 
admission,  and  they  support  their  position  by  the 
lecal  maxim,  cujns  est  dare  ^us  est  disponere — he 
who  can  give  may  regulate  his  gift ;  may  say  how 
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he  gives.  Sir,  this  is  not  true,  even  in  municipal 
law.  If  there  be  a  grant  in  fee  simple,  on  condi- 
tion that  the  grantee  shall  not  alien,  the  condition 
is  void  for  repugnancy,  and  the  grant  is  absolute ; 
so,  also,  of  a  condition  in  violation  of  law  or  against 
its  policy.  ' 

But  tne  rule  is  still  less  true  in  Constitutional 
jurisprudence.  It  may  sometimes  be  expedient  to 
give  the  power  of  rejection,  and  to  refuse  that  of 
admitting  on  condition.  The  one  may.be  deemed 
safe  and  salutary ;  the  other,  inexpedient  and  dan- 

ferous.  Examples  of  this  sort  are  frequent  in  our 
/onstitution.  Thus,  the  President  may  approve 
or  reject  a  law,  but  he  cannot  propose  amendments. 
It  is  true,  he  has  but  a  qualified  veto ;  but,  in  those 
cases  in  which  a  law  has  passed  by  a  majority  of 
both  Houses,  but  with  less  than  a  majoity  of  two- 
thirds,  the  argument  is  the  same  as  if  his  negative 
were  absolute.  I  appeal  to  every  member  of  the 
Committee,  whether,  if  the  President  possessed  the 
power  of  making  amendments,  it  would  not  be  a 
greater  power  than  that  of  absolute  rejection  ?  The 
one  has  been  exercised  but  two  or  three  times  since 
the  formation  of  the  Government ;  the  other  would 
be  a  matter  of  daily  recurrence.  Thus,  too.  in  the 
constitution  of  Virginia,  the  Senate  has  the  un- 
conditional power  of  rejecting  money  bills,  but 
not  the  power  of  amencfing  them.  And,  in  like 
manner,  it  would  be  a  less  power  to  refuse  the  ad- 
mission of  a  new  State  absolutely,  than,  by  taking 
advantage  of  its  anxiety  to  come  into  the  Union, 
to  mould  its  constitution,  in  a  great  degree,  ac^ 
cording  to  the  pleasure  or  Conf^ress.  The  power 
of  annexing  conditions,  then,  being  a  diJSerent,  and 
not.  necessarily,  an  inferior  power,  the  one  is  not 
included  with  the  other. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  power  of  admitting 
new  Slates  into  the  Union  does  not^ive  Congress 
the  right  of  imposing  conditions  at  discretion,  still 
less  does  it  give  the  right  of  imposing  conditions 
repugnant  to  the  great  principles  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. We  cannot,  without  the  grossest  absurdity, 
infer  from  that  charter  a  power  to  effect  its  own 
destruction.  To  do  this,  would  be  to  make  the 
implied  power  greater  than  the  express ;  the  crea- 
ture greater  thui  the  creator.  But  the  power  of 
imposin,^  the  purposed  restriction  on  the  State  of 
Missouri  is  thus  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution. 
In  the  first  place,  it  would  alter  the  proportion 
of  power  between  the  Greneral  Government  and 
the  individual  States.  The  essence  of  our  complex 
Government  consists  as  much  in  this  proportion 
as  in  any  thing  else.  If  Congress  poss^sed  more 
municiittl  powers,  ours  would  be  more  a  consoli- 
dated Government ;  if  a  less  portion^  it  would  more 
resemUe  the  old  Confederacy.  This  proportion  of 
power  is  as  much  disturbed  oy  lessening  tne  power 
of  the  States  as  by  increasing  that  of  the  United 
States.  The  effect  is  the  same  whether  you  take 
out  of  one  scale  or  put  into  the  other :  in  both 
cases  the  balance  established  by  the  Constitution 
is  destroyed. 

Sir,  ii  you  have  the  right  of  imposing  one  con- 
dijipn,  not  expressly  prohibited,  you  have  the  right 
ofimposing  another.  Suppose,  then,  that  Con- 
gress should  reserve  to  itsdr  the  right  of  defiiung 


and  punishing  crimes  in  the  new  State,    or  the 
regulation  of  its  landed  property,  or  a  n^^tire 
on  all  its  laws^  would  not  the  possession  oi  these 
extensive  municipal  powers  completely    change 
the  character  of  tnis  Government  1    I  would  fui- 
Iher  observe,  that  thi?  power  must  appear  to  be 
the   more  dangerous,  when  we  recollect     how 
large  a  part  of  our  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi 
is  yet  to  be  laid  off  into  new  States,  and  that  every 
new  State  which  enters  into  the  Union,  neith  re- 
strictions on  its  sovereignty,  as  was  well  arg^ued  br 
agentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.Lo^wNDEs/} 
b^omes  at  once  an  example  and  an  advocate  for 
further  restrictions  on  others.    In  this  w^y,  that 
Constitution,  whose  component  parts  were  so  cau- 
tiously adjusted  and  so  skilfully  balanced,  would 
be  efiectually  destroyed. 

It  is  no  answer  to  this  argument  to  say  that  sucii 
an  exertion  of  power  as  I  have  supposed  is«hi^hlj 
improbable.    In  expounding  a  Constitutioo,  it  is 
perfectly  fair  to  test  the  correctness  of  a  principle 
bv  extreme  cases.    Besides,  the  framers  of  the 
Federal  Constitution  have  endeavored  to  guard, 
not  only  against  pobable  dangers,  but  also  against 
remote  possibilities.    They  have  prohibited  botii 
the  United  States  and  the  several  States  from 
passing  any  bill  of  attainder,  than  which,  accord- 
mg  to  the  settled  principles  of  criminal  law  at  the 
present  day,  nothing  was  more  improbable.     Thus, 
too,  there  is  a  similar  prohibition  against  the  grant 
of  an  v  title  of  nobilitjr.    Surely,  when  we  consider 
that  tnis  institution  originated  in  the  days  of  feudal 
barbarism,  and  recollect  how  much  the  genius  of 
our  people,  their  habits  and  laws,  all  uvor  an 
equality  of  rights,  it  must  be  admitted  that  nothing 
but  a  determination  to  guard  against  the  most 
distant  and  improbable  dangers  could  have  dicta- 
ted such  a  provision. 

Mr.  Chaurman,  the  proposed  restriction  is  also 
inconsistent  with  the  Federal  Constitution,  because 
it  is  irrepealable.  The  framers  of  our  form  of 
Government  knew  that,  in  the  vicissitudes  which 
time  is  ever  brbging  about  in  human  i^irs,  pro- 
visions should  be  made  for  corr^pondent  change& 
not  onl]^  in  our  laws,  but  in  the  Cfonstitution  itself. 
Accordingly,  there  is  no  rule  of  action,  whether 
it  beprescribed  for  individuals,  for  the  States,  oi 
the  Federal  Government,  which  may  not  be  legal- 
ly changed.  Sir,  this  restriction  would  either  be 
an  act  of  ordinary  legislation,  or  a  fundamental 
law.  If  it  be  a  mere  legislative  enactment,  it  mav 
be  abrogated  by  our  successors :  the  clause  which 
declares  it  irrepealable  may  be  itself  repealed.  If 
it  be  a  fundamental  law,  then  we  cannot  pass  it 
In  either  case,  by  attempting  to  impose  an  irre- 
pealable condition  on  the  people  of  Missouri,  we 
attempt  to  exercise  a  power  which  the  Constitu- 
tion has  denied  us. 

In  support  of  these  extraordinary  doctrines,  the 
advocates  of  the  amendment  have  found  it  neces- 
sary to  draw  a  distinction  between  the  rights  (ji 
the  thirteen  original  States  and  those  aubsequendv 
admitted.  But  the  Constitution  recognises  no  sucn 
principle ;  and  it  would  be  not  more  an  in?idious 
discrimination  than  it  is  repugnant  to  the  common 
sense  of  maakiad.    Allow  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  by 
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way  of  illustration,  to  pot  a  case  familiar  to  all.  i 
Let  us  suppose  a  yoluntary  association  of  indi- ' 
▼iduals,  for  purposes  of  business  or  amusement, 
who  form  certain  rules  for  the  government  of  their  i 
society,  or  club;  and  that  one  of  these  provide^  for 
the  admission  of  new  members.  Wnen  a  new 
member  is  admitted,  we  know  that  he  is  placed,  in 
all  respects,  upon  the  same  footing  as  the  former 
members,  unless,  indeed,  some  previous  rule  war-* 
ranted  a  distinctioo,  or  a  new  rule  is  made  for  that 
purpose.  Now,  the  Constitution  is  precisely  such 
a  set  of  rules  for  the  association  or  confederacy  of 
States.  l\  is  not  pretended  that  it  makes  any  dis- 
tinction between  its  new  and  its  old  members :  and 
a  new  rule  cannot  be  made  by  you^  but  solely  by 
the  people.  I  will  here  take  occasion  to  observe, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that,  in  expounding  the  Constitu- 
tion, I  think  we  should  be  cautious  of  introducing 
too  much  subtlety  and  refinement  in  our  reasoning; 
both  because  that  instrument  is  made  in  the  name 
of  the  people,  and  because  the  people  are.  in  some 
form  or  other,  its  final  expounders.  Simple,  direct, 
and  manly  reasoning,  conforming  as  much  as 
possible  to  the  common  sense  of  mankind,  gives 
us  at  once  the  jnst  rule  of  construction,  and  the 
onlv  one  which,  in  great  cases,  is  likely  to  be  car- 
ried into  efiect. 

Grentlemen  on  tbe  other  side,  however,  by  way 
of  parrving  the  force  of  these  objections,  have 
urged  tnat,  though  the  proposed  restriction  may 
not  be  void  as  a  condition  imposed,  it  mav  be 
valid  as  a  compact  agreed  to.  But  if,  as  has  oeen 
shown,  new  restrictions  on  the  power  of  States 
would  alter  the  essential  character  of  the  Qovem- 
ment,  then  you  can  no  more  consent  with  another 
to  impose  these  restrictions,  than  you  can  impose 
them  by  your  sole  legislative  will.  You  cannot 
aid  in  ooin^  that  indirectly,  which  you  are  forbid- 
den to  do  directly.  With  the  limited  power  del- 
egated to  you  bj  the  charter  which  created  you, 
you  never  can  rightfully  assume  the  power  of  de- 
stroying that  charter,  or  of  assenting  to  its  destruc- 
tion. Besides,  there  must  be  a  third  party  to  such 
a  contract,  and  the  most  material  party,  too,  (I 
mean  the  people,)  before  it  can  be  binding;. 

But,  again,  sir,  in  every  contract,  both  parties 
must  be  bound,  or  neither ;  and  the  people  compos- 
ing the  proposed  State  of  Missouri  cannot  bind 
future  generations  by  a  compact  of  this  character. 
An  honorable  member  from  Pennsylvania^  (Mr. 
Sergeant,}  by  way  of  obviating  this  difficulty, 
has^  mainly  contended,  that  a  State  may,  by  the 
compact,  part  with  portions  of  its  sovereignty,  and 
he  Cited  several  instances  of  such  an  exercise  of 
power.     But  that  gentleman  did  not,  with  his 
usual  perspicacity,  advert  to  the  distinction  be- 
tween two  very  different  exertions  of  sovereign 
power*,  acts  which  are  complete  of  themselves, 
and  rules  of  action.     The  one  looks  to  the  present 
and  the  past,  the  other  to  the  future.    Thus,  a 
sovereign  State  may,  by  expending  money,  alienat- 
ing territory,  declaring  war,  and  the  like,  do  that 
which  it  can  neither  recall  nor  control ;  but,  by 
such  acts  the  State  may  be  said  to  exercise  its 
sovereignty,  rather  than  to  part  with  it ;  and  it 
will  be  found  that  the  examples  given  by  the  hon- 


orable member  were  of  this  character.  But.  as  to 
the  rules  of  action,  whether  they  be  prescrioed  to 
the  legislature  for  the  future  conauct  of  the  citizen, 
or  by  the  people  for  themselves,  I  had  supposea 
that,  in  this  country  at  least,  these  might  always 
rightfully  be  abrogated  or  changed.  Sir,  if  there  oe 
any  political  principle  deemed  nindamental  among 
us  ;  if  there  be  one  on  which  the  American  Revolu- 
tion rests  for  its  justification,  or  the  right  of  self-gov- 
ernment for  its  security,  it  is,  that  no  generation  can 
make  laws  or  constitutions  that  are  binding  on  their 
posterity.  And  this  amendment,  turn  it  as  you 
will,  is  an  attempt  to  make  a  constitution  by  law, 
and  to  make  that  law  unchangeable. 

The  same  Gentleman,  as  well  as  his  collea^e 
who  preceded  him,  (Mr.  Hemphill,)  contended 
that  tne  proposed  restriction  would  not  impair  the 
rights  of  Missouri ;  for,  said  they,  slavery  is  con^ 
fessedly  an  evil  and  an  injustice,  and  a  State  can- 
not claim  a  right  to  do  wrong.  H^re,  too,  the 
gentlemen  have  not  exercised  their  wonted  powers 
of  discrimination.  They  confound  political  with 
moral  restraints :  power  with  right;  the  possession 
of  the  power  with  the  virtuous  exercise  or  it.  Thus, 
to  illustrate  the  difference,  every  man  has  the  pow- 
er of  regulating  the  concerns  of  his  own  family  as 
he  pleases,  if  he  violate  not  the  laws  of  the  land. 
He  may  be  very  capricious  and  tyrannical,  and, 
no  douDt,  oflen  is  so ;  but,  while  he  thus  violates 
moral  right,  he  has  the  power,  not  merely  physi- 
cal, but  political,  of  thus  acting.  This  is  what  is 
called  an  abuse  of  power ;  and,  in  that  sense,  a 
man  may  properly  be  said  to  have  a  right,  that  is, 
the  le^  power,  to  do  wrong. 

I  will  not  detain  the  Committee  by  objections 
to  the  amendment  derived  from  the  Louisiana 
Treaty,  especially  as  the  arguments  which  had 
occurred  to  me  on  this  topic  have  already  been 
urged  by  other  gentlemen.  I  will,  therefore,  pro- 
ceed to  examine  the  policy  of  the  proposed  restric- 
tion. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  view  I  have  taken  of  the 
consequences  of  this  restriction  compels  me  to  re- 
gard this  as  the  most  important  branch  of  the 
question  before  us.  I  have  seen,  by  ingenious  and 
refined  constructions  of  the  Constitution,  measures 
pursued  by  each  of  the  ^eat  parties  which  have 
ruled  the  destinies  of  this  nation,  that  were  sup- 
posed, by  a  large  majority  of  the  community,  to 
nave  violated  the  meaning  of  that  charter.  Such 
occasions  have  indeed  always'produced  great  party 
heat  and  animosity,  and  interrupted,  in  no  small 
degree,  the  harmony  of  social  intercourse.  After 
a  while,  however,  tnese  feelings  have  passed  away. 
The  wounds  they  created  were  healed,  and  their 
causes  forgotten.  But,  if  vou  persist  in  this  restrc- 
tion,  it  is  not  for  human  foresight  to  estimate  the 
sum  of  its  future  mischiefs.  I  beg  leave  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  some  of  the 
most  obvious. 

It  is^  in  the  first  place,  Mr.  Chairman,  no  small 
objection  to  the  exercise  of  this  power,  that  it  is 
unpalatable  to  the  people  on  whom  it  is  to  operate. 
In  the  other  instances  which  have  been  produced, 
in  which  conditions  have  been  attached  to  the  ad- 
mission of  new  States,  these  conditions  have  been 
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entirely  acceptable  to  the  States  admitted,  and 
such  as  they  would  voluntarily  have  imposed  on 
themselves.  But  the  present  is  the  first  occasion 
in  which  this  Grovernment  has  attempted  to  impose 
unwelcome  conditions  on  a  new  State.  The  peo- 
ple of  Missouri  can  see  no  reason  why  they  should 
oe  treated  with  this  unwonted  rigor.  To  tell  them 
that  this  restriction  is  for  their  benefit,  is  to  add 
mockery  to  unkindness. 

Sir,  they  claim  the  privilege,  which  every  ifree- 
man  asserts,  of  being  the  best  and  the  sole  judge 
of  what  suits  them.  They  say,  that  all  your  ar- 
guments, derived  from  morality,  religion,  or  local 
policy,  should  be  left  to  themselves,  and  that, 
while  you  affect  to  receive  them  as  equals  you  are 
dictating  to  them  as  children ;  or  that  you  your- 
selves manifest  a  distrust  of  these  arguments  by 
your  wishing  to  enforce  them  with  Constitutional 
provisions.  Sir,  they  are  just  such  men  as  your- 
selves ;  they  were  a  part  of  yourselves,  and  they 
would  be  unworthy  the  name  of  American  if  they 
did  not  feel  this  condition  as  a  degradation.  On 
the  policy  of  introducing  slaves,  I  understand 
they  are  somewhat  divided  in  Missouri,  as  elise- 
where.  Many  of  them,  contemplating  tne  moral 
and  political  effects  of  domestic  slavery,  are  op- 
posea  to  its  further  extension.  Were  I  there,  I 
should  probably  be  one  of  this  number.  But,  on 
the  power  of  (Jongress  to  impose  the  restriction, 
I  learn  that  there  is  but  one  sentiment.  They 
consider  it  a  common  cause,  which  they  are  bound, 
upon  every  principle  of  self-respect,  to  oppose; 
and  they  already  assimUate  your  conduct  towards 
them  to  those  oppressions  of  Great  Britain  towards 
her  colonies  which  finally  produced  their  inde- 
pendence. 

Putting  aside  the  feeling  of  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri, is  It  not  a  solid  objection  to  this  restriction 
that  your  power  to  impose  it  is  doubtful  and  con- 
tested? However  thoroughly  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  may  he  persuaded  tnat  Congress  pos- 
sesses this  power,  tney  must  know  that  a  lars^e 
portion  of  tne  United  States  are  as  thoroughly 
persuaded  that  it  does  not ;  that,  on  this  question, 
there  is  entire  unanimity  in  the  slaveholding 
States;  and  that,  with  all  the  motives  to  an  oppo- 
site unanimity  in  the  other  States,  there  is,  among 
them,  as  well  as  amonff  their  Representatives  in 
this  House,  considerable  diversity  of  opinion. 
They  must  also  recollect,  that,  though  these  cir- 
cumstances do  not  produce  conviction,  they  must 
produce  some  doubt,  awaken  some  distrust  in  the 
infadlibility  of  human  reason  in  every  ingenuous 
mind.  And,  Mr.  Chairman,  when  we  consider 
the  influence  of  public  opinion  on  the  harmony 
and  stability  of  this  Union,  it  must  always  be  a 
matter  of  regret  that  the  Grovernment  should  exer- 
cise powers  that  are  doubtful,  or  even  disputed. 
Until  habit  and  custom  have  had  their  wonted 
effect  in  cementing  the  Union,  its  strength  and 
permanency  must  rest  on  the  affections,  the  undi- 
vided affections  of  the  people,  and  nothing  is  more 
likely  to  weaken  their  attachment  than  a  want  of 
confidence  in  this  House,  the  natural  guardian  of 
the  people's  rights,  and  tneir  immediate  Represen- 
tatives. 


But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  immediate  effects  o/ 
this  restriction,  important  as  they  are,  shrink  into 
insignificance  when  compared  with  its  di^stant 
consequences.  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Com- 
mittee, while  I  endeavor,  as  briefly  as  I  can,  to  be 
intelligible,  to  bring  them  to  their  notice. 

It  will  be  admitted  that  our  numbers  will  con- 
tinue to  increase,  at  their  present  rate,  or  near  it, 
until  they  are  checked  by  a  diminution  in  the 
means  of  subsistence,  and  that  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence will  be  abundant  and  easy,  so  long  as  we 
have  fertile  lands  to  settle  and  cultivate.     Thest 
principles  of  population,  now  so  familiar  to  alJ, 
were  nrst  distinctly  stated,  so  far  as  my  informa- 
tion extends,  by  Sir  James  Steuart.     Thev  are 
also  noticed  by  Dr.  Franklin,  and  seem  to  nave 
been  an  original  suggestion  ot  his  own  good  sense 
and  sagacity.    But,  their  influence  in  producing 
human  misery  and  vice,  and  in  circumscrilHiig  the 
efficacy  of  governments,  were  never  fully  dcFel- 
oped,  before  the  appearance  of  Mr.  i^iaJclius's 
Essay  on  Population,  which  I  cannot  but  consider 
as  a  work  of  great  ability.    I  make  these  remarks, 
because  the  censure  of  my  colleague  (Mr.  Rah- 
dolph)  on  this  writer,  the  other  day,  was  general, 
though  probably  it  was  Intended  to  apply  to  the 
author's  theory  of  the  poor  laws,  and  not  to  the 
principles  of  which  I  have  spoken. 

From  these  undeniable  principles  it  follows, 
that,  if  the  blacks  be  confined  to  the  present  slave- 
holding  States,  while  the  whites  are  left  free  to 
emigrate  to  the  more  tempting  regions  of  the  West, 
the  ratio  of  blacks  to  whites  must  be  oontinuallv 
increasing,  until  our  population  has  reached  the 
Pacific. 

It  has,  however,  been  contended  that  the  blacks 
thus  confined  to  the  slaveholding  States  will  in- 
crease more  slowly  than  if  they  were  allowed  to 
spread  over  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
because  populaticm  in  that  case  will  sooner  bqgio 
to  press  on  the  means  of  subsistence ;  and,  in  an- 
swer to  the  inhumanity  which  this  consideration 
implies,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Sergeant)  says,  that  as  the  check  upon  natural 
increase  must  inevitably  take  place,  sooner  or 
later,  on  both  classes,  it  is  better  that  it  should 
operate  first  and  strongest  upon  the  blacks  rather 
than  the  whites. 

The  argument  would  be  sound,  so  far  as  policy 
is  concerned,  whatever  may  be  thought  of  its  con- 
sistency witn  some  other  principles  maintained 
by  the  same  side,  if  the  restriction  would  have 
this  partial  operation.  But,  by  reason  of  the  emi- 
gration whicn  is  ever  going  on  from  those  parts 
of  the  United  States  where  population  is  most 
dense,  to  those  where  it  is  most  rare,  the  natural 
multiplication  is  everywhere  the  same.  Thus,  in 
the  States  of  Connecticut,  of  Maryland,  or  Vir- 
ginia, though,  by  the  census,  their  population 
seems  to  be  nearly  stationary,  we  have  every 
reason  to  believe  tnat  the  prmciple  of  increase 
operates  in  as  full  vigor  as  in  the  other  States; 
and  that  the  excess  oi  their  numbers  is  kept  down 
by  emigration,  to  which  the  state  of  our  country 
and  the  habits  of  our  citizens  afford  so  many 
facilities.    The  check,  then,  of  which  the  gentle- 


1633 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS, 


1534 


Februabt,  1820. 


AdmisHon  of  Missottri. 


H.  ofR. 


man  speaks,  operates  on  both  classes  alika,  and 
-will  operate  upon  neither  until  the  whole  of  our 
territory  is  settled,  and  its  most  fertile  lands  are 
brought  into  cultivation. 

The  State  of  Virginia  has  already  experienced, 
in  a  small  degree,  me  effects  of  this  partial  emi- 
gration. It  Will  be  recollected  that  the  member 
trom  Indiana  (Mr.  HsNnBicKs)  stated,  that  he 
represented  as  manv  who  had  migrated  from  the 
South  as  from  the  North;  and  the  States  of  Ohio 
and  Illinois  ha?e  also  received  considerable  acces- 
sions from  the  slaveholding  States.  Now,  as  these 
emigrants  have  not  been  permitted  to  carry  slaves 
with  them,  their  removal  must  have  altered  the 
ratio  of  the  two  classes  in  the  States  they  have 
left ;  and  hence  it  is,  that,  in  Yir^nia,  as  one  of 
the  fruits  of  her  cession  of  the  territory  northwest 
of  the  Ohio,  the  black  population  has  t!een  steadily 
gaining  somewhat  on  the  white.  Hitherto,  how- 
ever, the  migrations  from  the  older  slaveholding 
States  have  been  principally  to  Kentucky,  Ten- 
nessee, and  the  other  Mississippi  States,  from  one 
part  of  the  slaveholding  country  to  the  other, 
wjiere  lands  were  at  once  cheaper  and  more  fer- 
tile ;  but,  as  soon  as  these  States  are  filled  up,  and 
population  begins  to  press  upon  subsistence,  the 
Missouri,  and  its  thousand  tributary  streams,  will 
draw  off  the  surplus  numbers  of  the  slaveholding 
States,  and  this  unequal  drain  will  operate  with 
undivided  and  still  increasing  force. 

It  has  also  been  urged,  against  the  probability 
of  this  growing  disproportion  between  the  blacks 
and  the  whites,  that  it  must  be  the  poor  and  labor- 
ing class,  persons  not  owning  slaves,  who  may 
chiefly  be  expected  to  emigrate  from  the  slave- 
holding  States;  and  that  these  States  have  not  a 
sufficient  number  of  that  class  to  admit  of  emi- 
gration to  the  extent  supposed.  But,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  white  population  considera- 
bly exceeds  the  black,  and  that,  as  individual 
citizens  often  own  many  slaves,  there  must  be  a 
proportional  number  who  own  none.  There  must 
necessarily  be,  for  every  person  who  owns  an  hun- 
dred slaves,  there  are  more  than  an  hundred  whites 
who  are  not  slaveholders.  There  19,  then,  an  ample 
number  of  the  poorer  class  for  the  inducements  to 
emigrate  to  act  upon  ^  and,  if  that  were  not  the 
case,  the  same  inducements  would  operate  on  the 
slaveholding  class,  and,  bv  transferring  the  lands 
and  slaves  into  fewer  handfs,  assimilate  every  por- 
tion of  the  slaveholding  district  to  the  lower  part 
of  South  Carolina  and  some  other  of  the  Atlantic 
States. 

An  honorable  meiQ)>er  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
'\9rHiTMAN,)  however,  olnerved}  that  there  could 
be  no  danger  from  the  relative  increase  of  slaves, 
for  an  hundred  years  to  come,  and  that  a  centurr 
was  as  far  as  politicians  could  be  expected  to  look 
or  provide  for.  I  will  observe,  by  the  way,  that  I 
was  surprised  to  hear  such  an  opinion  from  an 
American  statesman.  An  hundred  years,  sir,  is  a 
lonff  period  for  human  life,  but  is  a  short  one  in 
the  life  of  a  nation.  The^e  are  few  of  the  sover- 
eignties of  Europe  which  cannot  number  many 
centuries  of  existence,  and  I  should  be  sorry  to 
think  that  our  Government  was  not  likely  to  en- 


dure and  prosper  as  long  as  any  other.  But,  let 
us  limit  our  views  to  the  moderate  term  that  has 
been  mentioned.  Supposing  then  the  slaves  in 
the  United  States  to  nave  augmented  as  fast,  in 
the  last  ten  years,  as  they  did  in  the  ten  years  pre- 
ceding, they  now  amount  to  upwards  of  a  million 
and  a  half.  Suppose  that  they  wUl  continue  to 
double  every  twenty-five  years — their  present  rate 
of  increase—then,  m  the  lapse  of  a  century,  their 
numbers  will  ampunt  to  no  less  than  twenty-four 
millions.  Estimating  the  present  slaveholding 
States  to  contain  four  hundred  and  twenty-four 
thousand  square  mjles,  accordincf  to  Mellish's  esti- 
mate, this  number  of  slaves  will  give  nearly  sixty 
to  a  square  mile ;  a  density  of  population  implying 
a  ffeneral  occupation  of  the  land,  but  by  no  means 
a  difllculty  of  procuring  subsistence.  In  the  same 
period  the  whole  population  of  the  United  States, 
allowing  it  to  double,  in  like  manner,  four  times, 
will  amount  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  millions, 
which,  according  to  the  same  authority,  will  give, 
for  the  whole  Union,  nearly  an  average  of  sixtv 
to  the  square  mile.  Now,  as  this  popiuation  wlU 
be  very  unequaUy  spread  over  the  different  parts 
of  our  territory,  being  more  dense  in  the  older 
settlements,  and  less  so  in  the  new,  it  is  impossible 
to  say,  with  accuracy,  what  will  be  the  deffree  of 
density  in  the  slaveholding  States;  but,  whether 
it  be  ffreater  or  less,  the  ratio  of  blacks  to  whites 
would  be  most  fearfully  increased.  If  we  assume 
it  to  be  eighty  persons  to  a  square  mile,  (and  I 
think  we  cannot  reasonably  believe  it  would  be 
much  greater,  on  the  supposed  average,  through- 
out the  Union,)  the  blacks  would  be  to  the  whites 
nearly  in  the  proportion  of  three  to  one. 

With  this  great  and  still  accelerating  gain  of 
the  black  population^  who  can  answer  for  the  con- 
sequences 7  The  wildest  political  visionary  dpes 
not  think  it  practicable  to  amal^mate  such  dis- 
cordant materials ;  we  must  be  in  that  situation 
then  in  which  we  can  neither  safely  set  them  free, 
nor  hold  them  in  subjection.  If  one  of  the  two 
races  must  yield  to  the  other,  who  can  say  which 
it  will  be,  or  how  it  will  be  effected  1  Sir,  this 
b  a  subject  of  peculiar  delicacy,  and  I  will  not 
press  it  further  than  to  remark,  that,  if  restriction 
could  be  enforced,  the  least  pernicious  result  to 
which  we  could  look  forward,  would  be,  that  the 
whites,  finding  the  African  race  constantly  press- 
ing on  them,  would  finally  abandon  the  country, 
and  leave  the  blacks  undisputed  masters  of  the  soil. 
But  if,  as  would  be  too  probable,  the  disease  should 
have  a  violent  termination,  the  struggle  betwten 
the  two  races  would  end  in  a  war  of  extermination. 

It  has  also  been  said,  that,  be  the  political  and 
moral  evils,  from  the  growin^f  increase  of  blacks, 
what  they  mav,  the  whites,  m  anv  disproportion 
which  can  be  deemed  probable,  will  always  be  suf- 
ficient to  keep  the  blacks  in  subjection,  and  secure 
the  tranquillity  of  the  State.  But,granting  that  the 
authority  of  tne  whites  would  always  be  sufi&cient 
for  this  purpose — though  history  warns  us  of  the 
contrary — yet  there  is  a  cause  beyond  our  control, 
which  will,  sooner  or  later,  prevent  our  holding 
them  in  servitude. 

As  soon  as  our  population  has  overspread  the 
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whole  habitable  parts  of  our  territory,  and  brought 
our  waste  lands  into  cultivation,  human  labor  will 
begin  to  decline  in  value.  This  is  very  hish  with 
us  at  present ;  it  is  lower  in  Europe,  and  lower 
still  in  China;  everywhere  gradually  decreasing 
as  population  advances.  In  the  same  proportion 
that  tne  price  of  labor  diminishes,  must  the  value 
of  slaves  decline,  until  at  length  the  cost  of  bring- 
ing up  a  slave  will  be  more  than  he  is  worth. 
When  that  period  arrives,  the  community  will  not, 
and  cdnnot,  impose  on  itself  the  burden  of  support- 
ing slaves ;  and,  be  the  consequences  what  they 
may,  they  will  be  nlanumitted,  and  then  all  the 
difficulties  to  the  union  of  the  two  races  must  be 
encountered.  This  effect  of  the  gradual  decline 
of  labor  in  producing  emancipation  was  also  urged 
by  the  Speaker,  (Mr.  Clay,)  out  we  draw  different 
inferences  as  to  its  remote  effect^.  I  cannot  agree 
with  him  in  the  probability  that  the  African,  as 
well  as  the  Indian  race,  will,  under  any  course  of 
policy  we  may  pursue,  be  finally  extirpated.  It 
seems  to  me  that  they  will  continue  to  increase 
tfntil  their  labor  ceases  to  b^  valuable,  that  is,  until 
our  waste  lands  are  brought  into  cultivation,  and, 
when  that  period  arrives,  we  have  seen  that  their 
numbers  will  probably  amount  to  twenty-four  mil- 
lions, and  greatly  exceed  that  of  the  "whites  inhab- 
iting the  same  district. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman^  many  look  to  coloni2ation 
as  the^neans  of  avoiding  these  threatening  evils. 
Sir,  I  do  no  not  wish  to  disparage  the  exertions  of 
the  society  established  for  the  purpo^  of  colonizing 
the  people  of  color — ^its  members  deserve  the  thanks 
and  ffood  wishes'  of  every  friend  of  his  country. 
But  1  have  long  since  abandoned  the  hope  of  de- 
riving any  remedy  for  the  evil  of  domestic  slavery 
from  this  quarter.  I,  too,  was  once  an  advocate 
for  cc^onization,  but  I  now  consider  every  project 
for  ridding  the  country  of  its  black  population,  as 
Utterly  hopeless  and  impracticable.  Estimating 
their  present  numbers  at  1,600,000,  their  annual 
increase  is  about  fifty-one  thousand.  The  Colon- 
ization Society,  as  the  result,  I  believe,  of  one  year's 
efforts,  are  about  to  send  to  Africa,  from  New 
York,  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  blacks,  which 
is  little  more  than  the  increase  of  a  single  day. 
Taking  the  average  value  of  the  slaves  to  oe  three 
hundred  dollars  each,  it  would  require  upwards  of 
fifteen  million  of  dollars  to  purchase  fifty-one  thou- 
sand, and  probably  five  millions  more  to  transport 
them  to  Africa.  And  this  annual  expenditure  of 
twenty  millions  is  not  to  reduce  the  number,  but 
merely  to  keep  it  stationary. 

Thus,  sir,  we  see  that  the  effects  of  this  fatal 
policy  are  as  inevitable,  as  uncontrollable,  as  the 
laws  of  nature.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
slaves  be  allowed  to  spread  themselves  equally 
with  the  white  population  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
then  they  must  always  continue,  as  they  now  are, 
inferior  in  number  to  the  whites;  and,  when  the 
period  arrives,  as  it  certainly  must,  when  the  self- 
interest  of  individuals  will  Durst  the  bonds  of  the 
slave,  emancipation  will  then  consist  with  the 
tranquillity  and  safety  of  the  State ;  and,  in  the 
meantime,  partial  emancipation  is  making  rapid 
advances.    Let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 


mittee to  its  proffress^  according  to  the  facts  -which 
are  correctly  taEen  from  Doctor  Seybert's  valua- 
ble publication,  and  which  are  not  garbled  like 
those  in  some  late  pamphlets,  to  further  a  favorite 
purpose.    In  the  State  of  Delaware,  in  1800,  the 
free  blacks  were,  to  the  "daves,  in  the  proportion 
of  four  to  three.    In  1810  they  had  increased  to 
the  proportion  of  more  than  three  to  one.     In 
Maryland,  in  the  same  ten  years,  the  proportion  of 
free  blacks  to  slaves^  had  increased  from  one-fifth 
to  one-third.    In  Virginia,  from  one-seventeenth 
to  one-thirteenth.    In  North  Carolina,  from  one- 
nineteenth  to  one-sixteenth.    In  Soutn  Carolina, 
from  one  forty-sixth  to  one-forty-third. 

In  Georgia,  however,  the  proportion  has  dimin- 
ished from  one  thhrty-first  to  one  fifty-eighth ;  be- 
cause, as  you  know,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  Legisla- 
ture of  that  State  thought  it  necessary  to  prohibit 
the  furdier  progress  of  emancipation,  and  to  expel 
a  number  of  its  free  blacks.    It  is  worthy  of  re- 
mark, that  this  progress  increases  by  regoiar  gra- 
dations as  you  advance  north.    It  is  owing  to 
voluntary  emancipation  no  less,  perhaps,  thuk.  to 
the  migrations  from  Europe,  that  the  ratio  of 
slaves  to  the  whole  population  of  the  United 
States  has  been  continually  decreasing.    In  1790 
they  were  more  than  one-sixth  of  the  aggregate  of 
our  population.    In  1810  they  were  r^uced  al- 
most to  one-seventh.    They  now  are,  without 
doubt,  less  than  a  seventh :  and,  before  the  lapse  of 
a  century,  if  things  are  left  to  their  natural  opera- 
tion, they  will  probably  be  reduced  to  a  tenth,  or 
less.    But,  if  you  enforce  this  restriction,  otner 
States  will  follow  the  example  of  Georgia,  and, 
in  their  ow^  defence,  put  an  entire  stop  to  the 
further  increase  of  free  blacks  among  them.    Sure- 
ly, then,  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  will  not 
render  impracticable  that  melioration  which  they 
so  much  profess  to  cherish. 

But,  if  our  brethren  of  the  North  and  East  are 
indifferent  to  our  interests,  I  trust  they  will  not  be 
regardless  of  their  own.  Sir,  I  think  that  aJl  the 
Atlantic  States  are  concerned  in  opposing  this 
restriction .  If  the  confinement  of  the  Maek  popu- 
lation to  the  east  of  the  Mississippi,  while  the 
whites' are  free  to  emigrate  to  the  West,  must  ne- 
cessarily alter  the  proportion  of  their  numbers,  as 
I  think  I  have  shown,  then,  in  which  ever  way  the 
slavery  of  the  blacks  may  terminate,  the  strength 
and  influence  of  the  Atlantic  States  will  be  greatly 
impaired.  As  our  population  advances  westward- 
ly,  the  line  of  local  division  will  probably  be,  not 
as  at  present,  between  the  North  and  the  South, 
but  between  the  Western  and  Atlantic  States. 
On  all  questions  concerning  foreign  commerce  or 
navigation,  the  interests  of  me  latter  will,  in  time, 
be  the  same;  and  these  interests  cannot  be  pro- 
tected against  the  preponderating  influence  of^he 
West,  without  a  voice  and  numbers  that  will 
secure  respect.  Besides,  wiUiout  waitins  £ot  the 
dangerous  epoch  I  have  mentioned,  if  the  argu- 
ments be  just,  that  a  State  will  posses  more 
wealth,  and  strength,  and  weight  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, when  inhabited  by  freemen  than  by  slaves, 
it  seems  strange  that  gentlemen  from  the  Nordi 
should  seek  to  increase  that  political  influence 
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'w^hich,  on  the  supposition  of  local  parties,  will  be 
opposed  te  them,  and  to  lessen  that  of  their  natu- 
ral allies. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  will  take  a  cursory  notice 
of  some  further  considerations  which  were  urged 
in  favor  of  this  restriction. 

The  member  from  New  York,  who  moved  the 
amendment,  (Mr.  Taylor,)  said  that  the  further 
diffusion  of  slaves  would  lessen  the  revenue  of  the 
nation,  inasmuch  as  the  consumption  of  slaves  is 
less  than  that  of  freemen.  No  arguoient  could 
haTe  been  more  unfortunate  than  this.  It  is  well 
known  to  us  all,  that  the  slaveholding  States  are 
generally^opposed  to  an  increase  of  ihe  impost,  and 
the  other  States  generally  friendly  to  it ;  and  this 
because  we  are  the  greatest  consumers  of  imported 
goods,  and  they  are  the  most  extensively  engaged 
in  domestic  manufactures.  Ask,  sir,  the  great  im- 
porters of  New  York  to  whom  they  make  the  chief 
sales  of  foreign  merchandise,  and  they  will  tell  you, 
to  the  merchants  of  the  Carolinas,  ol  Georgia,  and 
Virginia. 

Another  objection  has  been,  drawn  from  the  in- 
crease of  representation  which  Missouri  would  de^ 
rive  from  its  slave  population ;  and  a  member  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hemphill,)  in  ureing  this 
argument,  observed  that  a  citizen  in  the  slavehold- 
ing States,  i^ho  owned  an  hundred  slaves,  had  as 
many  votes  as  sixty  freemen  in  the  other  States. 
This  remark  did  not  partake  of  the  candor  which 
in  general  characterized  that  gentleman's  speech. 

Sir,  in  the  slaveholding  States,  one  slavdiolder, 
having  the  right  of  suffrage,  has  no  more  votes 
than  another,  and  if  we  estimate  the  additional  in- 
fluence whicn  each  owner  derives  from  the  repre- 
sentation of  two-fifths  of  the  slavesj  it  will  be  found 
to  be  less  than  a  vote  and  a  half,  instead  of  sixty 
to  one.  For  this  small  difference  of  political  power, 
they  pay  a  full  consideration,  not  only  by  bearing 
a  greater  share  of  direct  taxes,  but  by  contributing 
more  largely  to  the  revenue  arising  from  impost. 
But  these  objections  are,  moreover,  founded  on  the 
fallacy^  that  the  number  of  slaves  will  be  increased 
by  their  further  introduction  into  Missouri.  But 
it  is  conceded  that  their  multiplication  is  as  great 
at  present  as  the  laws  of  nature  permit ;  and  we 
have  seen  that  they  will  continue  to  increase,  at 
their  nresent  rate,  whether  they  be  confined  to  the 
slaveholding  States  or  not ;  it  follows,  therefore, 
that  the  question  is  not  whether  we  shall  have  the 
same  number  on  the  east  or  the  west  side  of  the 
Mississippi. 

But  it  nas  also  been  said,  that  the  slaves,  in  a 
slaveholding  State,  increase  raster  than  the fireemen. 
Sir,  the  census  gives  evidence  of  no  such  fact,  not- 
withstanding what  more  than  one  publication  has 
stated  to  the  contrary.  If  we  take  the  whole  slave- 
holding  district  together,  (and  this  is  the  only  fair 
way  of  making  the  comparison,)  it  will  be  round 
that  the  increase  of  the  whites,  from  the  year  1800 
to  1810,  was  as  one  hundred  to  twenty-six,  while 
that  of  the  slaves,  in  the  same  time,  was  as  one 
hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine.  This 
difference  of  increase  amounts  only  to  about  forty 
thousand  in  favor  of  the  blacks ;  wnich  is  certainly 
not  more  than  can  be  accounted  for  by  the  impor- 
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tation  from  the  year  1800  to  1808,  when  Congress 
pui  a  stop  to  that  abominable  trafiic ;  and  to  the 
emigration  to  the  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  of  which 
I  hate  spoken.  Leaving  out  the  States  of  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  the  white  population  has 
^ined  a  little  upon  the  slaves.  The  truth  is,  that 
if  there  be  some  causes  more  favorable  t^  the  nat- 
ural increase  of  the  blacks,  there  are  others  more  « 
favorable  to  that  of  the  whi  tes.  There  is,  therefore, 
very  little  difiierence  between  them ;  and  the  in- 
crease of  both  is  nearly  at  its  maximum. 

There,  is,  however^  an  objection  of  more  plausi- 
bility, to  which  I  will  advert  It  is  said  that,  by 
eirtending  the  market  for  slaves  to  Missouri^  we 
shall  encourage  the  African  slave  trade.  Sir,  I 
cannot  be  brought  to  believe  that  our  Government 
is  not  able  to  carry  into  execution  the  laws  it  has 
made  against  this  disgraceful  traffic.  But  suppo- 
sing that  a  small  number  of  slaves  should  be  smug- 
sled  into  the  country  in  spite  of  our  utmost  yigi- 
Uince;  they  will  then  remain  in  Louisiana  and 
Georgia,  where  their  labor  is  most  valuable,  and 
not  be  transported  inio  Misspuri.  The^laves  which 
would  be  carried  to  that  State  would  be  principally 
original  members  of  the  families  of  emigrants ;  and 
it  is  extremely  improbable  that  any  would  be  car- 
ried there  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  trade  is 
known  to  be  in  a  contrary  direction ;  nor  do  I  re-: 
member  ever  to  have  seen  in  Virginia  a  slave  who 
was  bom  in  Africa  ;  except  in  a  single  instance,  in 
a  town  in  which  I  live.  If  we  regard  the  known 
current  of  trade,  it  is  jilst  as  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  our  settlements  on  the  Missouri  will  give  new 
encoufagement  to  the  smuggling  of  tea^  for  example, 
in  Passamaquoddy  Bay,  as  of  negroes  m  Louisiana. 

But  the  zeal  an4  ingenuity  of  gentlemen  have 
found  a  further  motive  for  this  restriction,  in  the 
peculiar  liability  of  slaveholding  States  to  insur- 
rections, and  in  the  mater  probability  of  their  in- 
volving the  General  Government  in  war.  But,  Mr. 
Chairman,  a  similar  objection  may  be  made  to  the 
further  extension  of  our  foreign  commerce.  All 
the  maritime  wars  in  which  this  Grovemment  has 
been  involved,  have  grown  out  of  foreign  commerce. 
Now,  what  would  the  members  from  the  new 
State  of  Maine  say,  if  they  were  told,  that,  as  that 
commerce  to  which  they  were  addicted,  was  dan- 
gerous to  the  peace  of  the  United  States,  they  must 
agree  to  abandon  it  before  they  could  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  1  If  they  could  insist  that  they 
already  possessed  this  commerce,  that  the  other  ad- 
ioining  States  were  allowed  to  prosecute  it  unmo- 
lested, and  that  no  discrimination  could  justly  be 
made  between  them  and  the  other  members  of  the 
same  Confederacy,  the  representative  of  Missouri 
might  allege  the  same  arguments  in  his  favor ;  and 
no  reply  could  be  made  to  him,  which  would  not, 
with  equal  propriety,  be  made  to  the  members  from 
Maine.  Such  a  discrimination  being  equally  odi- 
ous, unreasonable,  and  oppressive  to  both,  1  trust 
it  will  be  attempted  on  neither. 

Having  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  examined  this  great 
question,  with  all  the  fairness  of  which  I  am  ca- 
pable, I  entreat  the  Committee  to  give  these  sug- 
gestions their  serious  consideration.  If  my  views 
of  the  consequences  of  this  policy  be  correct,  as  I 
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religiously  believe  them  to  be,  it  must  be  seen  that 
the  slaveoolding  States  are  bound  to  resist  the  re- 
striction at  every  hazard.  I  mean  not  this  as  a 
threat :.  but  merely  to  remind  them  of  the  uncon- 
trollable influence  of  the  law  of  self-preservation  ; 
and  to  appeal  to  the  interest  which  every  member 
of  this  CoQimittee  must  take  in  the  safety  of  the 
•    Union,  and  the  welfare  of  every  part  of  it. 

When  Mr.  T.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  rose  dnd  observed, 
that  a  lar^e  number  or  his  constituents  had  ex- 
pressed their  opinion  in  opposition  to  the  opinion 
which  he  was  known  to  entertain  on  this  subject, 
and  it  might  be  presumed  that  he  desired  to  deliver 
his  reasons  for  the  vote  which  he  should  give. 
But,  Mr.  S.  said,  the  public  business  was  sufier- 
ing  by  the  protraction  of  the  debate;  the  mem- 
bers are  weary  of  it ;  every  one's  opinion  was  made 
upon  it;  and  he  was  unwilling  to  consume  the 
time  of  the  Committee  by  any  remarks  on  the  ques- 
tion. He  therefore  forebore,  and  he  hoped  the 
question  would  be  taken. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  then  to 
address  the  Committee  on  the  question  ;  but  the 
question  was  called  for  so  clamorously  and  so  per- 
severingly  that  Mr.  W.  could  proceed  no  farther 
than  to  move  that  the  Committee  rise. 

The  Committee  refused  to  rise,  by  almost  a 
unanimous  vote. 

Mr.  Beecher,  of  Ohio,  then  stated  that  it  was 
his  wish  to  be  heard  on  the  question ;  and,  if  not 
allowed  an  opportunity  of  speaking  in  Committee, 
he  should  do  so  in  the  House,  unless  prevented  by 
force ;  and  he  moved  that  the  Committee  should 
then  rise. 

This  motion  was  lost  by  a  very  large  majority. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  said  the  course 
he  was  about  to  propose  was  unusual  and  perhaps 
without  precedent — that  was,  to  call  the  previous 
question  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  but,  as  he 
conceived  the  motion  would  be  sustained  by  the 
rules  and  orders  of  th^  House,  and  to  put  an  end 
to  any  further  debate  on  the  amendment,  he  moved 
for  the  previous  question  thereon.  . 

The  Chair  conceived  that  the  motion  was  not 
in  order. 

Mr.  Randolph  asked  leave  of  the  mover  of  this 
course,  to  suggest  to  him  a  less  invidious  mode 
of  getting  at  his  object.-  If  the  Committee  should 
consent  to  rise,  and  the  House  would  refuse  it 
leave  to  sit  again,  the  question  would  then  be  in 
the  House ;  and  that  was  the  only  way,  Mr.  R. 
said,  that  the  Commfttee,  worn  down  by  what  was 
called  a  discussion,  could  be  relieved  from  it.  He 
hoped,  wherever  possible,  that  the  previous  ques- 
tion should  be  dispensed  with ;  but  if  some  mode 
were  not  devised  of  getting  clear  of  this  debate,  he 
believed  be  should  become  reconciled  to  it — though 
a  man  convinced  against  his  will  was  of  the  same 
opinion  still. 

Mr.  Clay  T Speaker)  observed,  that  the  previous 
question  would  not  effect  the  object  of  the  gentle- 
man who  moved  it ;  because  its  effect  would  be 
to  nut  aside  the  question  on  the  amendment  alto- 
gether ;  and  though  that  might  be  a  very  happy 
effect,  yet  it  was  not,  he  presumed,  desired  by  tne 


Committee,  and  he  thought  it  fair  to  warn  gen- 
tlemen of  an  effect  that  he  supposed  was  not  an- 
ticipated. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  though  he  had 
felt  himself  at  entire  liberty  to  make  a  motion, 
intended  to  stop  the  debate,  inasmuch  as  he  had 
not  troubled  the  Committee  with  a  speech  on  the 
subject ;  yet,  as  the  effect  would  he  what  had  been 
stated  by  the  Speaker,  he  would  withdravr  his 
motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Taylor's 
proposed  restriction,  and  agreed  to,  by  from  12  to 
18  votes. 

Mr.  Taylor  then  moved  that  the  Cominittee 
rise,  as  he  presumed  it  was  not  prepared  to  go  into 
the  various  details  of  the  bill  this  evening,  several 
of  which  were  important,  and  would  give  rise  to 
many  questions. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Scott  and 
Mr.  Str OTHER,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Sergeant. 
It,  however,  finally  prevailed,  and 

The  Committee  obtained  leave,  ayes  90,  to  sit 
again ;  and,  about  five  o'clock,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

Saturday,  March  26. 

Mr.  Archer,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Expenditures,  submitted  to  the  House  certain  doc- 
uments in  relation  to  the  expenditures  of  p'uUic 
moneys  in  the  Naval  Department,  and  to  a  re- 
trenchment of  expenditures  in  said  department; 
which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Smyth,  from  the  Committee  on  Militar)' 
Affairs,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  an  additional  National 
Armory,  made  a  report  unfavorable  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  additional  armory ;  whibh  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Robert  Moore,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  petition  of  John  Wells,  made  a  re- 
port thereon ;  and,  by  leave  of  the  Hous&  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said  John  Wells ;  which 
bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Bowie,  Kurtz,  and  others,"  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  John  0*Conner,  deceased, 
was  read  the  third  time :  when,  some  debate  ensu- 
ing on  its  merits,  the  bill  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Storrs,  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  order  bf  the  day  being  announced  from  the 
Chair,  being  the  unfinished  l^isiness  of  yesterday— 

Mr.  Hill  renewed  the  motion  which  he  made 
yesterday,  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
Missouri  bill ;  but  the  motion  was  not  sustained 
by  a  majority  of  the  House. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Storrs,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
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bill  by  inserting,  in  the  4th  section,  (immediately 
preceding  the  restrictive  amendment  adopted  yes- 
terday,) the  following  proviso : 

**  That,  i^  all  that  tract  of  country  ceded  by  France 
to  the  United  States,  nnder  the  nane  of  Louisiana, 
which  lies  north  of  thirty-six  degrees  and  thirty  min- 
utes north  latitude,  excepting  only  such  part  thereof  as 
is  included  within  the  limits  of  the  State  contemplated 
by  this  act,  there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involun- 
tmry  serritude,  otherwise  then  in  the  punishment  of 
crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  con* 
▼icted:  Provided^  ahmySj  That  any  person  escaping 
into  the  aame,  from  whom  labor  or  service  is  lawfully 
claimed  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States, 
such  fugitive  may  be  lawfully  reclaimed,  and  conveyed 
to  the  person  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service,  as 
aforesaid/' 

Mr.  Storrs  supported  his  amendment  in  a  speech 
of  considerable  length ;  embracing,  incidentally,  in 
the  ranffe  of  his  remarks,  an  examination  of  the 
right  of  imposing  the  slavery  restriction  on  Mis- 
souri. 

Mr.  Randolph  next  rose,  and  spoke  more  than 
four  hours  against  the  amendment,  and  on  the 
topics  connected  with  it,  the  subject  of  restriction, 
A>c.  When  he  had  concluded,  (about  half-past 
four  o'clock,)  an  ineffectual  motion  was  made  for 
the  Committee  to  rise. 

Mr.  Begcher,  of  Ohio,  then  took  the  floor,  and 
proceeded  a  short  time  in  a  speech  on  the  subject, 
when  he  gave  way  for  a  motion  for  the  Commit- 
tee to  rise,  which  prevailed,  and  about  five  o'clock 
^  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  February  28. 

Mr.  Meigs  presented  a  petition  of  Everiste  Mau- 
ri, a  native  of  Venice,  in  Italy,  and  a  naturalized 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  stating  that  it  is  his 
intention  to  attempt  the  establishment  of  a  colony 
of  Venetians  in  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose 
of  cultivating  the  vine,  and  raising  tl^e  silk  worm, 
and  praying  a  grant  of  one  himdred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  to  each  male  emigrant  of  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  and  upwards,  at  the  minimum 
price,  with  an  extended  credit,  and  under  such 
other  terms  and  conditions  as  Congress  may  think 

proper  to  prescribe Referred  to  the  Committee 

on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  schedule  of  fees  of 
office,  proper  to  be  allowed  and  taxed  in  the  courts 
of  the  United  Slates  in  the  district  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, approved  and  signed  by  Richard  Peters,  judge 
of  the  district  court  of  that  district;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Randolph,  from  the  committee  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  reported  a  bill  for  the  reliei  of  the 
family  of  the  late  Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  and  for 
the  education  of  his  children  at  the  public  charge; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smyth,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  respecting  the  military  es- 
tablishment of  the  United  States ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-morrow. 


Mr.  Smyth  reported  a  bill  authorizing  grants  of 
bounty  land,  in  certain  cases;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Hardin  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  subscribe,  as  stock,  in  the  company  incor- 
porated by  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  to  cat  a  canal 
round  the  fills  in  the  Ohio  river,  any  number  of  shares 
not  exceeding  five  hundred. 

Mr.  H.  entered  into  some  explanations  in  support 
of  his  motion,  and  to  secure  to  it  the  favor  ot  the 
House. 

Mr.  Hendricks,  of  Ohio,  proposed  an  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution,  having  for  its  object  to  in- 
clude a  similar  inquiry  as  to  subscribing  a  like 
number  of  shares  to  the  stock  of  the  Jefferson  Ohio 
Canal  Company,  and  spoke  a  short  time  in  favor 
of  his  motion ;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  the  resolution  was  for  the  present  laid 
on  tne  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crawford,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  by  law  for  the  compensation 
of  losses  occasioned  by  the  impressment  and  ap- 
plication of  private  property  to  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States,  during  the  late  Seminole 
war. 

6EMIN0LE  WAR,  &c 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  17th  of  December  last,  to  inquire  and  report 
whether  any  of  the  public  moneys  appropriated  by 
Congress  for  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  regular 
Army  of  the  United  States,  since  the  4th  of  March, 
1815,  have  been  applied  to  the  support  of  any 
army,  or  detachment  of  troops,  raised  without  the 
consent  of  this  House,  or  the  authority  of  Con- 
gress, inade  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  committee  appointed,  on  the  lOth  day  of  De- 
cember last,  to  inquire  and  report  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives whether  any  of  the  public  moneys  appro- 
priated by  Congress,  for  the  pay  atid  subsistence  of 
the  regular  Army  of  the  United  States,  since  the  4th 
day  of  March.  1815,  have  been  applied  to  the  support 
of  any  army,  or  detachment  of  troops,  raised  without 
the  consent  of  the  House,  or  the  authority  of  Congreast 
respectfully  report:  That,  on  the  llth  day  of  January, 
1818,  Colonel  David  Brearly,  of  the  7th  regiment  of 
the  United  States  infantry,  who  was  about  to  proceed 
from  Hartford,  in  the  Bute  of  Georgia,  to  the  Creek 
Agency,  on  public  ^rvice,  was,  by  an  order  from  Major 
General  Edmund  P.  Gaines,  authorized  to  receive  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  not  exceeding  t,y 
hundred  Indians  of  the  Creek  nation;  and  should  they 
volunteer  their  services,  to  muster,  inspect,  and  provi- 
sion them^  and  direct  their  march  to  Fort  Scott.  In 
obedience  to  this  order,  Colonel  Brearly,  shortly  after 
his  srrival  at  the  Agency,  proceeded  to  fulfil  the  inten- 
tions of  the  commanding  General.  The  necessary 
measures  were  taken  for  assembling  the  warriors  of 
that  tribe ;  and  it  being  ascertained  that  nearly  the 
whole  effective  force  of  the  nation  would  consent  to  - 
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ienre,  arrangements  were  made  for  mosCering  tkem 
ioto  service,  and  organizing  them.  These  arrange- 
ments were,  that  the  whole  force  was  to  be  denomina- 
ted a  regiment,  to  consist  of  eighteen  companies,  to  be 
officered  according  to  the  regulations  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States;  that  William  Mcintosh,  the  prin- 
cipal war  chief  of  the  nation,  should  rank  as  full  colo- 
nel, and  the  two  chiefs,  George  Lovett  and  Noble  Ken- 
nard,  as  majors.  This  arrangement  was  communicated 
to  General  Gaines,  then  at  Hartford,  who  approved  of 
the  proceeding  of  Colonel  Brearly,  informing  him,  by 
a  letter  of  the  29th  day  of  January,  1818,  that  he  would 
cheerfully  accept  the  services  of  all  the  Indians  who 
might  be  disposed  to  join  him;  which  disposition  CoL 
Brearly  was  directed  to  encourage  as  far  as  practica- 
ble. Pursuant  to  these  instructions,  one  thousand  five 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  warriors  were  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  on  or  about  the  24th 
day  of  February,  1818,  and  served  until  the  early  part 
of  the  month  of  May  thereafter.  Including  Onir  Haujo, 
a  chief  of  the  Creek  nation,  and  seventy-five  warriors, 
^ho  had  been  mustered  into  service  on  the  8th  day  of 
December,  1817,  the  whole  number  of  Indian  forces 
employed  during  this  period  amounted  to  one  thous- 
and sii  hundred  and  thirteen  men.  William  Mcintosh 
held  the  rank  of  brigadier  general,  and  received,  in  that 
capacity,  one  hundred  and  four  dollars  per  month  pay, 
seventy-two  dollars  per  month  for  subsistence,  forty 
dollars  per  month  for  forage,  and  forty-two  dollars  and 
twenty-seven  cents  per  month,  allowance  for  servants; 
having  received,  for  two  months  and  fifteen  days  ser- 
vice, from  the  24th  day  of  February  to  the  ninth  day 
of  Muy,  1818,  the  sum  of  six  hundred  and  forty-five 
dollars  and  seventy-two  cents.  George  Lovett,  Noble 
Kennard,  Samuel  Hawkins,  and Blue,  were  as- 
signed to  the  rank  of  majors,  in  which  capacity  they 
served  from  the  24th  day  of  February  until  the  11th 
day  of  April,  when  the  American  army,  under  the 
command  of  Major  General  Andrew  Jackson,  then  hav- 
ing arrived  near  to  Suwaney  river,  after  thp  capture  of 
Fort  St.  Marks,  in  the  Spanish  province  of  £ast  Flori- 
da, Lovett  and  Kennard  were  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
ftiU  colonels,  and-  Hawkins  and  Bfue  to  the  rank  of 
lieutenant  colonels,  in  which  capacities  they  respec* 
tively  served  until  they  were  discharged  from  service. 
These  persons  received  for  their  services  during  these 
periods,  the  full  allowance  made  for  pay,  subsistence, 
forage,  and  servants,  to  ofilicers  of  the  like  rank  in  the 
regular  army.  The  vacancies  occasioned  in  the  regi- 
mental field  and  staff  by  these  promotions,  were,  on 
the  I2ih  day  of  April,  1818,  partially  filled,  by  the  pro- 
motion to  the  rank  of  majors  of  two  chiefs,  John  Ber- 
nard and Mattey,  who  had  served  as  captains 

from  the  24th  day  of  February  until  that  time.  The 
general  field  and  staff  further  consisted  of  one  assist- 
ant adjutant  general,  who  received  per  month  sixty 
dollars  pay,  twenty-four  dollars  for  subsistence,  twen- 
ty-four dollars  for  forage,  and  twenty-eight  dollars  and 
eighteen  cents  allowance  for  servants.  Four  assistant 
commissaries  of  purchases  were  also  appointed,  who, 
respectively,  received  salaries  at  the  rate  ot  thirteen  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum.  In  addition  to  these,  28  cap- 
tains, 28  first  lieutenants,  and  28  second  lieutenants, 
were  appointed ;  the  whole  force  having  Ifeen  divided 
into  28  companies.  These  officers  were,  at  the  first 
organization  of  the  corps,  appointed  by  the  Creek  na- 
tion of  Indians,  under  the  sanction  of  the  commanding 
General.  By  what  authority  the  original  arrangement 
for  the  organization  was  changed,  the  rank  of  several 


of  the  chiefs  raised,  and  an  additional  number  of  fieU 
and  staff  officers  appointed,  the  committee  hav«  not 
been  able,  conclusively,  to  ascertain ;  hot,  aa  these  va- 
rious transactions  appear  on  the  regular  pay-rolls  of 
the  corps,  which  have 'been  passed  to  the  credit  of  the 
officer  who  made  the  disbursement,  and  have  been  re- 
cognised at  the  War  Department,  it  is  presumed  that 
they  must  have  occurred  with  the  stnetion  tff  soam 
public  agent.  The  promotions,  which  took  place  near 
Suwaney  rivet  on  the  12th  day  of  April,  18 18,  were 
made  by  order  of  Major  General  Jackson. 

The  sums  paid  to  these  Indian  forces  for  their  se^ 
vices  amount  to  thirty  thousand  one  hundred  aad 
twenty-seven  dollars  and  forty-nine  oents,  incladijig 
the  sum  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty -eight 
dollars  and  forty-eight  cents,  paid  to  the  General,  Field, 
and  Staff.  To  ascertain  out  of  what  fund  these  die- 
bursements  were  made,  a  letter  was  addressed  to  the 
Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  in  whose  office  these 
accounts  were  audited,  which,  with  his  answer  thereto, 
dated  on  the  14th  ultimo,  is  submitted  with  this  re- 
port. By  this  communication,  it  appears  that  it  be- 
caipe  questionable  out  of  what  fund  these  forces  were 
to  be  paid ;  but,  after  examination,  it  was  concluded 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  War  Department,  for  the  rea- 
sons stated  in  the  said  letter,  to  carry  the  erpenditan 
to  the  charge  of  the  appropriation  made  by  Congress 
for  the  pay  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  for  that 
year. 

For  the  purpose  of  determining  with  certainty  bj 
what  authority  these  forces  were-  raised,  the  Secretaiy 
of  the  War  Department  was  requested  to  furnish  to 
the  committee  "copies  of  any  orders  (if  any  such  ex- 
isted) which  might  have  issued  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment" to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  southern 
division  of  the  army,  <'  by  virtue  of  which"  these  Indian 
forces  were  *' raised,  officered,  and  taken  into  ser- 
vice." The  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  that  depart- 
ment, dated  on  the  22d  ultimo,  referring  the  committee 
to  the  documents  therein  stated,  contains  all  the  infor- 
mation relating  to  the  subject  of  inquiry  existing  in 
the  War  Department,  After  careful  and  deliberate 
examination  of  these  documents,  the  committee  cannot 
discover  that  any  orders  whatever  are  therein  con- 
tained, which,  by  the  most  forced  and  artificial  con- 
struction, could  be  deemed  even  to  imply  an  authority 
from  the  War  Department  to  muster  into  service, 
organize,  or  employ;  the  Indian  forces  under  the  com- 
mand of  William  Mcintosh  and  the  chiefs  of  the  Creek 
nation.  The  papers  referred  to  contain  no  orders 
whatever  addressed  to  Genersl  Gaines,  and  only  one 
bears  date  previous  to  the  issuing  of  the  orders  by  that 
officer  to  Colonel  Brearly  for  employing  the  Indian 
warriors.  This  order  is  addressed  to  Major  General 
Jackson;  and,  so  far  as  this  communication  and  the 
answer  of  Gen.  Jackson  thereto,  of  the  29th  January, 
1818,  furnish  any  aid  to  this  branch  of  the  inquiry,  it 
is  strongly  to  be  inferred  that  the  employment  of  these 
forces  was  neither  in  accordance  with  the  views  of 
the  War  Department,  nor  justified  by  any  existing 
necessity.  In  the  communication  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  General  Jackson,  of  the  26th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1817,  directing  him  to  assume  the  command  of  the 
forces  employed  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Scott,  against 
the  Seminole  Indians,  he  was  informed  that  "  the  reg- 
ular force  now  there  was  about  eight  hundred  strong," 
and  **one  thousand  militia  of  the  State  of  Georgia 
Were  called  into  service ;"  "  that  General  Qaines  esti- 
mated the  'strength  of  the  Indians  at  twenty-seven 
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hundred/'  The  aoawer  of  General  Jaekeon  to  the 
^War  Department,  of  the  26th  January,  1818,  informed 
that  Department,  that  **  the  troopa  aasembled  on  the 
aouthern  boundary,  reinforced  with  the  Tenneeaee 
▼olunteere  called  into  service,"  would  enable  him  **  to 
inflict  speedy  and  merited  chastisement  on  the  deluded 
Seminoles."  These  Indian  forces  were  not  mustered 
into  aerTice  until  the  24th  day  of  February  thereafter. 
In  the  judgment,  therefore*  of  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  southern  division  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  the  addition  of  this  extraordinary  force  of  six- 
teen hundred  and  thirteen  Indian  wariiors  was  not 
deemed  necessary  to  the  execution  of  the  orders  which 
bad  been  issued  for  "  a  speedy  and  successful  termi- 
nation of  the  Indian  war.*'  In  confirmation  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  employment  of  these  forces  was  viewe'd 
in  that  light  by  the  commanding  Genera],  the  commit- 
tee submit  with  this  report  the  proceedings  of  a  court 
martial  convened  by  his  order  for  the  trial  of  Colonel 
David  Brearly,  who  was  arrested  on  tlie  application 
of  General  Gaines  on  charges  of  alleged  neglect  of 
duty  in  not  forwarding  certain  supplies  from  the  Creek 
Agency,  destined  for  the  use  of  the  troops  of  the  Uni- 
ted Btates  and  Georgia  militia  stationed  near  the 
Cbeliaw  village  and  at  Fort  Scott.  To  these  charges 
exhibited  by  General  Gaines  was  added,  by  order  of 
M^jor  General  Jackson,  a  charge  of  **  unmilitary  eon- 
duet,"  under  which  was  specified  an  alleged  offisnce, 
*<  that  the  said  Colonel  David  Brearly  did,  in  the  month 
oi  February  or  March,  1818,  muster  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States  a  large  body  of  Indian  warriors, 
at  or  near  Fort  Mitchell,  thereby  consuming  a  large 
quantity  of  the  supplies  laid  in  and  destined  for  the 
Telief  of  Fort  Scott,  and  to  furnish  the  Tennessee  vol- 
unteers ;"  which  act  is  therein  alleged  to  have  '*  tended 
manifostiy  to  the  iiyury  of  the  service/' 

After  an  investigation  of  several  days,  Col.  Brearly 
WM  hpopnh^  ao^aittad  of  aU  the  charges  preforred 
against  him.  The  commanding  General,  by  an  order 
of  the  6th  day  of  August,  1818,  approving  the  sen- 
tence of  the  eonrt  on  this  specification,  observed  that 
'Ohey  had,  from  the  doeumonH  produced,  properly  found 
him  not  gfuktjt  as  i%  appeared  from  General  Gainee'a 
letter,  bearing  date  the  99lh  of  January,  that  he  waa 
ordered  to  accept  all  the  Indians  that  might  be  duh 
posed  to  join  him."  Notwithstanding  the  eOmmiasioa 
of  this  ac^  so  "  manifoaily"  injorions  to  the  service, 
waa  tbua  directly  traced  to  the  aupeiior  officer  of  Colo- 
nel Brearly,  no  proceedings  have  been  since  instituted 
lo  fix  the  reapomibility  of  the  alleged  ofieace  on  the 
officer  from  whom  the  order  emanated. 

The  committee  further  report,  that  it  appears  irom 
the  doeomcnta  to  which  they  have  been  relerred  by 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  2Sd  ultuno, 
that  Major  General  Andrew  Jackson  having  been  di- 
rected by  that  Department,  on  the  26th  of  Deoember, 
1817,  to  assome  the  command  of  the  forces  in  the 
vicinity  of  Fort  Scott,  was  ordered  to  call  on  the  Ez- 
ecutivee  of  the  adjoining  Statea  for  such  additional 
militia  foree  of  the  said  States  as  he  should  deem  it 
requisite  to  raise  for  the  execution  of  his  orders,  to 
terminate  the  eoniiet  then  eoouneneed  with  the  Sem- 
inole tribe  of  ladians.  Instead  of  obeying  this  order, 
he  proceeded  to  levy  an  army  from  the  people  of 
the  SUtes  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  by  cireuiar 
letters,  priTately  addressed  to  individual  eitiaens  of  his 
ovvn  selection.  In  tbis  dreolar  address  dated  on  the 
11th  day  of  January,  1818,  the  aid  of  one  regiment 
only,  to  be  eompoeed  of  one  thousand  men,  was^re- 


quested.  At  a  meeting,  however,  of  the  citisens  who 
were  to  command,  as-  officers,  this  corps  of  levies,  on 
the  19th  day  of  January,  thereafler,  Geueral  Jackson 
accepted  the  services  of  two  regiments,  to  be  raised  by 
voluntary  enlintments,  which  were  accordingly  assem- 
bled together,  coosistingof  one  thousand  two  hundred 
and  eighty-six  citisens  of  those  States,  who  were  organ- 
ised as  auxiliaries,  into  an  army  of  mounted  gunmen. 
The  organization  of  the  officers  commanding  these 
regiments  was  made  under  the  authority  and  sanction 
of  the  commanding  General,  and  consisted  of  one 
aasiatant  adjutant  general,  one  assistant  inspector 
genera^,  one  assistant  deputy  quartermaster  general, 
one  judge  advocate,  one  chaplainj  two  colonels,  four 
lieutenant  colonek,  four  majors,  fona  adjutants,  one 
forage  master,  one  assistant  forage  master,  two  sur- 
geons, four  surgeons'  mates,  two  quartermaslers,  and 
eight  non-commissioned  staff.  To  this  organization 
of  the  general  regimental  field  and  staff,  were  added 
twenty  captains,  twenty  first  lieutenants,  twenty  second 
lieutenanU,  eleven  third  lieutenants,  and  seventeen . 
cornets.  The  additional  lie o tenant  colonel  and  major 
to  each  regiment  was  made  in  consequence  of  an  agree- 
ment for  that  purpose  originally  made  by  General 
Jackson.  The  ruinous  tendency  of  these  unauthor- 
ized proceedings  is  forcibiv  illustrated  by  the  fact» 
that,  on  the  assembling  of  these  forces  for  the  purpose 
of  being  mustered  into  service,  at  Fayette ville,  U&ey 
brought  with  them  into  camp  no  less  than  forty  cap* 
taina  The  reason  given  by  the  Inspector  General  of 
the  southern  division  of  the  Army,  who  mustered 
them  into  service,  by  order  of  General  Jackson,  for 
appointing  an  extraordinary  number  and  grade  of 
company  officers,  appears  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  by  that  officer,  of  the  9th  l^ebruary, 
1818.  In  this  letter  Colonel  Uayne  observes,  that  to 
"  merge  the  lesser  fractions  into  the  larger,  and  thos 
amalgamate  them  into  single  companies,  to  cut  down 
captains,  to  leave  out  subalterns,  and  yet  to  satisfy 
and  secure  to  us  all  the  men,  has  been  a  very  difficult 
teak  indeed.  To  effect  this  object,  I  have  been  obliged* 
in  a  number  of  cases,  to  give  an  additional  lieutenant 
aud  cornet  to  the  companies."  On  the  assembling 
of  these  troopi^  General  Jackson  proceeded  to  direct 
the  disposition  for  their  use  of  the  funds  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  regularly  appointjed  officers  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  imposed  on  Major  Fanning,  of 
the  corps  of  artillery,  the  temporary  duties  of  deputy 
quartermaster  general,  and  vested  him  with  authority 
to  draw  on  the  Quartermaster  General  for  any  addi- 
tional sums  wanted  for  suppUea  To  focilitate  their 
march,  he  also  authorized  the  Inspector  General  of 
the  southern  division  of  the  Army  to  draw,  either  on 
the  Secretary  of  War  or  the  Quartermaster  General 
at  Fort  Sbott,  for  such  funds  as  might  be  found  neces- 
sary. TheM  troops,  thus  muster^  into  service,  and 
organized,  served  from  the  31st  day  of  January,  18 18^ 
until  the  2r)th  day  of  June  thereafler,  and  have  re- 
ceived from  the  public  funds  the  pay  and  allowances 
made  to  the  regular  armies  of  the  nation. 

The  committee  forther  report  that  two  companise 
of  rangers,  under  the  command  of  Captains  Boyle  and 
Gist,  consietmg  of  about  one  hundred  and  forty-five 
men,  were  called  into  service  by  order  of  Major  General 
Jackson,  during  the  Seminole  war.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear that  these  forces  were  mustered  into  service  pur* 
snant  to  any  requirement  on  any  civil  or  executive 
officer  of  any  State  or  Territoiy.  By  the  letter  of 
William  W.  Bibb,  Governor  of  the  Alabama  Tenitory» 
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dated  on  the  Ifith  day  of  April,  1818,  it  appean  that 
at  the  date  he  was  '*  ig^norapt  of  the  views  of  the  Gov- 
ernment with  respect  to  Florida/'  that  he  *'  knew  not 
the  orders  which  bad  been  issued  to  General  Jackson," 
and  that  he  was  "  not  acquainted,  in  any  degree,  with 
the  arrangements  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for 

Srosecuting  the  war  against  the  Seminole  Indians. 
*he  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Governor 
Bibb,  communicating  the  information  of  those  arrange- 
ments in  reply  to  his  inquiries,  was  transmitted  from 
the  War  Department  on  the  13th  day  of  May,  1818. 
No  muster  or  pay-rolls  of  these  forces  have  yet  been 
received  at  the  War  Department,  and  no  documents 
can  be  furnished  in  the  public  offices,  by  which  the 
number  of  these  forces,  the  period  of  their  enlistment 
or  discharge,  the  mode  in  which  the  officers  were  ap- 
pointed, or  by  whom,  can  be  satbfactorily  determined. 
The  communication  addressed  to  the  committee  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  on  the  19th  instant,  contains  all 
the  information  existing  in  the  War  Department  rela- 
tive to  these  companies  of  rangers.  The  object  for 
which  these  forces  were  raised,  appears  in  the  letter 
of  General  Jackson  to  the  War  Department,  dated  on 
the  2d  day  of  June,  1818,  and  the  instructions  issued 
to  them  were  to  scour  the  country  between  the  Mobile 
and  Apalachicola  rivers,  exterminating  every  hostile 
party  who  should  dare  to  resist,  and  would  not  sur- 
render and  remove  with  their  families  above  the  thirty- 
first  degree  of  latitude.  Excepting  this  letter,  the 
only  information  relative  to  these  forces,  which  exists 
in  the  War  Department,  is  found  in  the  papers  refer- 
red to  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  19th 
instant.  From  them  it  appears,  that  Captain  John 
B.  Hogan,  paymaster  of  the  4th  regiment  of  infan- 
try, was  directed  by  Colonel  King,  on  the  18th  day 
of  September,  1818,  to  prepare  an  estimate  of  the 
amount  of  funds  necessary  to  pay  them  off.  This 
estimate  is  submitted  with  this  report,  and  it  appears 
thereby,  that  the  sum  required  for  this  purpose  amounts 
to  nineteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
dollars  and  ninety-two  cents,  including  eight  thousand 
frre  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars,  for  pay,  seven 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars  for  subsistence,  and  ten 
thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars  allow- 
ance for  the  use  and  risk  of  horses. 


These  various  forces,  forming  no  part  of  the  Military 
Establishment  of  the  United  States  authorized  by  Con- 
gress, and  not  having  been  called  into  service  by  virtue 
of  any  law  providing  for  calling  forth  the  militia  of 
the  several  States,  the  committee,  in  obedience  to  the 
resolution  of  the  House,  which  has  imposed  on  them 
the  duty  of  reporting  whether  any  of  the  appropriations 
for  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  regular  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  have  been  applied  to  the  support  of  any 
army  or  detachment  of  troops  raised  without  the  con- 
aent  of  this  House,  or  the  authority  of  Congress, 
deeming  that  on  the  preservation  of  the  Constitutional 
powers  of  Congress  the  chief  security  of  the  people  of 
theae  United  States  against  all  encroachments  on  their 
liberties  must  for  ever  depend,  and  that  on  the  firm- 
ness, independence,  and  fidelity  of  their  immediate 
Bepresentatives,  they  justly  rely  for  the  protection  of 
the  solemn  trust  confided  to  their  charge,  do  unre- 
•ervedly  express  to  the  House  their  opinion,  that  the 
levying  of  these  forces,  their  organization  and  emplov- 
ment  in  the  public  service^  was  in  violation  of  the 
Constitutioa  of  the  United  States,  and  a  dangerous 
infringement  on  the  powers  of  Congress. 

To  attempt  senoiuly  to  establisb,  by  argument,  that 


Congress  alone  possesses  the  power  to  raise  armies, 
instead  of  partaking  of  the  nature  of  an  inqairy  how 
extensive  the  breach  sustained  by  the  Constitation  has 
been,  would  rather  imply  that  it  might  be  doubted 
whether  we  have  any  Constitution  at  all.     In  no  in- 
stance of  the  delegation  of  sovereignty  to  the  Federal 
Government  have  the  people  manifested  greater  can- 
tion  and  wisdom,  than  in  confiding  to  their  immediate 
Representatives  the   exercise  of  this  power,  which, 
above  all  others,  is  susceptible  of  the  moat  alarming 
abuses  in  every  government.    The  experience  of  all 
nations  had  uniformly  taught  them  that  their  only 
security  from  violence  and  rapacity  was  to  be  found  ^ 
in  the  careful  restraint  of  its  exercise.    In  the  elective 
franchise  an  adequate  remedy  was  provided  for  the 
redress  of  most  of  those  abuses  which  originate  from 
the  temptations  of  avarice  and  the  love  of  power;  but 
they  well  knew,  that  whenever  their  liberties  should 
be  directly  assailed,  the  physical  force  of  the  Govern- 
ment alone  could  be  resorted  to,  for  the  sneceasfol 
accomplishment  of  the  designs  of  ambition.     The  un- 
limited power  of  supporting  any  military  estab/tah- 
ment  whatever  is  denied,  even  to  Congress;  and  the 
term  of  appropriations  for  this  object  has  been  wiady 
restricted  to  the  Constitutional  period  of  service  of  the 
members  of  this  House.    So  highly  fraught  with  dan- 
ger has  the  raising  of  troops,  and  their  maintenance^ 
been  considered,  thait,  except  in  time  of  war,  actual 
invasion,  or  imminent  danger,  these  powers  have  bceo 
withheld  from  the  State  Lpgislatures;  sovexelgntiea— 
whose  jurisdictions  are  more  comprchcnaive  and  in- 
definite than  any  known  to  our  institutions.     To  levy 
armies,  without  the  authority  of  Congress,  is,  there- 
fore, to  substitute  the  arbitrary  pleasure  or  caprice  of 
individuals,  in  the  place  of  the  national  will,  and  to 
violate  all  those  securities  which  the  people  have  pro- 
vided  for  their  safety. 

The  nature  or  character  of  this  assumption  of  power 
derives  no  exemption  from  the  application  of  these 
principles,  by  reason  of  the  particular  description  of 
the  forces  originally  called  into  service  by  General 
Gaines,  and  subsequently  commanded  by  Greneral 
Jackson.  As  lawfully  might  a  commanding  officer  in 
the  army,  of  his  own  authority,  receive  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  as  aoxiliariea,  the  ibrcee 
stationed  in  the  neighboring  provinces  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, as  to  embody  and  organize  into  regular  aimiea, 
and  associate  with  his  command,  the  Indian  tribee 
residing  within  our  jurisdictional  limits.  In  relation 
to  forces  of  this  latter  description,  the  Constitution 
has  heretofore  received  a  phu:lical  exposition  from 
Congress;  which,  whether  we  consider  the  period  of 
ito  enactment,  or  the  character  of  the  distinguished 
patriot  and  statesman,  from  the  history  of  whoae  ad- 
ministration this  illustration  is  derived,  ia  entitled  to 
the  greatest  consideration  and  reapect.  So  clearly 
doea  it  seem  to  have  been  at  that  time  conaideied 
that  the  power  of  employing  Indian  forces  in  the 
public  service,  even  for  the  prot^tion  of  the  frontier, 
had  not  been  vested  even  in  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment, that,  in  the  act  entitled  "An  act  making  fur- 
ther and  more  eflfectual  provision  for  the  protection  of 
the  fronaers  of  the  United  States,"  approved  on  the 
5th  day  of  March,  1792,  it  was  found  necessary  to 
derive  that  power  from  the  authority  of  Congress; 
and  the  President  of  the  United  Statea  waa,  by  the 
15th  section  of  the  said  act,  authorized  by  Congresa 
to  employ,  in  the  public  service  of  the  nation,  that 
description  of  foroea,   in  case  he  ahould  deem  the 
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neMore  to  be  expedient*  Thie  act  wm  repealed  by 
CoD^ees,  end  the  authority,  thus  conferred,  ceased 
on  the  3d  day  of  March.  1795. 

The  appointmenta  of  the  officers  of  this  corps  of  In- 
dians, and  the  promotion  which  took  place  by  order 
of  General  Jackson,  were  also,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  an  Infringement  on  the  powers  confided  to 
the  EzecQtive  of  the  United  States  and  to  the  Senate. 
It  is  scarcely  more  than  to  repeat  a  mere  political 
truism,  to  say  that  the  exercise  of  all  power  whatever, 
not  derived  from  the  will  of  the  people,  is  not  only  in 
itself  unlawlbl,  but  contrary  to  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  every  free  government,  and  the  orderly  ad- 
ministration of  its  public  concerns.  The  declared  will 
of  the  nation  has  intrusted  to  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate alone  the  power  of  appointment  to  all  offices,  not 
otherwise  provided  for  by  the  Constitution.  The  pru- 
dence and  wisdom  of  these  eminent  and  distinguished 
functionaries  of  the  Government,  were  the  guaranties 
on  which  the  people  relied  for  the  careful  selection  of 
those  subordinate  agents  to  whom  the  sword  of  the 
nation  was  to  be  intrusted.  The  assumption,  there- 
fore, by  others,  of  the  responsibility  of  exercising  this 
power,  is  self-created — unrecognised  by  our  institu- 
tions, and  tends  to  the  most  pernicious  and  alarming 
disorders  in  the  administration  of  the  Government  In 
the  case  of  military  appointments,  the  most  powerful 
as  well  as  the  most  obvious  considerations  especially 
demand  that  this  power  should  not  be  wrested  from 
the  hands  of  those  on  whom  alone  the  Constitution 
has  imposed  this  high  responsibility. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  alone  is  vested  with 
the  general  authority  to  organize  the  militia,  and  to 
provide  for  calling  them  forth  for  the  purposes  expressed 
in  the  Constitution.  These  powers  have  been  executed. 
Not  only  the  organization,  but  the  rank  and  descrip- 
tion of  the  officers  of  the  militia  has  been  prescribed 
by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  8th  day  of  May,  1792, 
and  the  act  of  the  Sd  day  of  March,  1803.  Neither 
of  these  acts  contain  any  authority  for  the  appointment 
of  those  descriptions  of  officers  selected  for  the  com- 
mand of  the  corps  of  volunteers,  who  were  respectively 
invested  with  the  rank  of  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 
Assistant  Inspector  General,  and  Assistant  Deputy 
Quartermaster  General.  These  offices  have  been  cre- 
ated only  in  the  regular  Army  of  the  United  States. 

The  extraordinary  assignation  of  an  additional  lien- 
tenant  colonel  and  major  to  each  regiment,  and  a  third 
lieutenant  and  cornet  to  each  company,  is  also  un- 
known to  the  laws  providing  for  the  organization  of 
the  militia.  With  whatever  force  the  propriety  or  ne- 
cessity of  varying  these  laws  may  be  urged,  until  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  who  are  the  Constitu- 
tional judges  of  the  utility  of  such  a  measure,  and  who 
have  the  exclusive  right  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
militia,  and  the  sole  power  to  establish  regulations  for 
their  government,  shall,  by  the  authority  with  which 
they  have  been  thus  invested,  revise  the  present  system, 
there  is  no  power  known  to  our  institutions  which  can 
lawfully  execute  any  schemes  of  reformation  or  im- 
provement in  the  established  organization  of  the  mili- 
tary force  of  the  nation. 

By  the  further  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  the 
appointment  of  the  officers  of  the  militia  is  expressly 
reserved  to  the  States.  The  object  of  this  reservation 
of  power  .was  to  provide  for  the  security  of  the  people 
against  the  success  of  any  design  which  might  be 
formed  to  alienate  the  militia  from  the  allegiance  which 
they  owed  to  their  respective  States.    So  ^<  necessary 


to  the  existence  of  our  Union,  and  a  free  government, 
has  the  preservation  of  the  rights  of  individual  States, 
in  their  full  extent,  according  to  a  just  construction  of 
the  principles  of  our  Constitution,"  been  considered 
by  Congress,  that  the  utmost  extent  of  power  to  call 
forth  the  militia,  conferred  by  the  act  of  the  28Lh  of 
February,  1795,  even  on  the  Executive,  has  only  au- 
thorized the  issuing  of  orders  for  that  purpose  to  the 
*«  officers  of  the  militia."  Neither  the  Executive,  by 
virtue  of  any  authority  which  has  been  conferred  by 
this  act,  or  much  less  an  officer  of  the  regular  Army, 
of  his  own  authority,  can,  without  the  assumption  of 
powers  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
and  of  the  most  dangerous  tendency,  proceed  to  levy 
armies  by  enlistment  from  the  citizens  of  the  respective 
States.  When  it  is  further  considered  that  the  author- 
ity of  the  States  over  their  militia  **  ceases  when  ther 
are  called  into  the  sen'ice  of  the  General  Government ; 
that  they  "  constitute  a  part  of  the  national  force  for 
the  time,  as  essentially  as  the  troops  of  the  regular 
Army ;"  that,  *<  like  the  regular  troops,  they  are  paid 
by  the  nation  ;  like  them,  their  operations  are  directed 
by  the  same  government;"  and  that  their  superior 
commander  may  be  designated  by  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  evident  that  the  chief  reliance  of 
the  States  for  the  preaervation  of  this  great  bulwark  of 
their  liberties,  roust  essentially  consist  in  scrupulously 
retaining  the  selection  of  those  officers  to  whose  au- 
thority their  citizens  are  to  be  immediately  subjectod. 
Prom  whatever  source,  therefore,  the*  officers  selected 
for  the  command  of  these  volunteer  forces  might  have 
received  their  rank,  the  power  to  appoint  them  was 
self-assumed,  inasmuch  as  the  appointments  were  not 
made,  and  they  held  no  commissions  by  virtue  of  any 
authority  for  that  purpose,  derived  from  any  of  the 
Sutes, 

The  committee  submit  to  the  House  with  this  re- 
port, a  vindication  of  the  proceedings  of  General  Gainee, 
addressed  by  that  officer  to  the  Department  of  War, 
dated  at  Augusta,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  on  the  17th 
day  of  October,  1819.  This  document  chiefly  relates 
to  the  result  of  the  measures  adopted  by  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States  at  the  last  session  of  Congress ;  and, 
although  the  committee  do  not  consider  that  subject 
to  be  directly  connected  with  their  duties,  as  prescribed 
by  the  resolution  of  the  House,  yet  they  are  impelled 
by  a  sense  of  that  justice  which  is  due  to  an  officer 
whose  proceedings  are  the  subject  of  inquiry,  to  furnish 
all  the  information  witiiin  their  power,  however  r^ 
motely  affecting  the  investigation  confided  to  their 
charge. 

It  does  not  appear  to  the  committee  at  what  time 
General  Gaines  made  known  to  the  War  Department 
his  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  assembling  and  or- 
ganization of  the  Creek  warriors,  under  the  command 
of  William  Mcintosh.  In  a  letter  addressed  to  that 
Department,  on  the  1 6th  day  of  December,  1817,  he 
observes,  that  the  steps  which  he  had  taken  were 
<* known  to  the  Department  .of  War;"  but  the  date 
of  this  letter  was  several  days  antecedent  to  the  firet 
order  issued  to  Colonel  Brearly  for  the  mustering  of 
these  forces. 

That  a  crisis  of  such  great  public  peril  and  immi- 
nent danger  to  the  nation,  might  exist,  as  to  palliate,  if 
not  in  a  great  measure  justify,  a  commanding  General 
in  departing  from  the  strict  rules  of  subordination  and 
obedience,  the  committee  most  readily  admit;  but 
they  believe  that  a  careful  examination  of  the  circum- 
stances under  which  these  Indian  forces  were  assem- 
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blM,  must  lead  to  the  conviction  that  any  neoesaity 
which  might  hare  been  aupposed  to  exi«t  for  resorting 
to  this  extraordinary  proceeding,  is  rather  to  be  im- 
puted to  the  premature  commencement  of  hostilities 
by  the  commanding  General,  than  to  any  unforeseen 
or  inevitable  events  not  within  his  own  control,  and 
which  a  cautious  and  prudent  foresight  of  the  proba- 
ble result  of  his  own  measures  would  not  have  en- 
abled him  to  avoid. 

The  waste  of  the  public  resources  which  has  result- 
ed firom  these  various  assumptions  of  the  power  of 
raising  armies,  is  not  among  the  least  of  the  pernicious 
disorders  which  have  orTgiuated  from  these  unauthor- 
ized measures.  The  cbmmittee  submit  to  the  House 
with  this  report  an  abstract  of  the  mustei  rolls  of  the 
militia,  volunteers,  and  Indian  warriors,  employed  in 
the  public  service  during  the  late  operations  of  the 
army  against  the  Indians,  on  the  southern  frontier  of 
the  United  States.  It  appears  from  this  document, 
fumiahed  from  the  office  of  the  Paymaster  General, 
that  the  whole  number  of  such  forces  (including  the 
rangers  under  the  command  of  Captains  Boyle  and 
Gist,)  employed  during  the  war  with  the  Seminole 
Indfatts,  exclusive  of  the  troops  of  the  regular  army, 
amounting  tq  six  thousand  and  fifty-eight  men,  of 
If  hich  number  four  hundred  and  twenty  setved  in  the 
general  and  regimental  field  and  staff,  end  as  company 
otRten,  The  whole  number  of  forces,  of  all  descrip- 
tions, actually  in  service  on  the  Ist  day  of  April,  1818, 
amounted  to  upwards  of  five  thousand  six  hundred 
i*eB.  From  the  state  of  the  accounts  it  is  impossible 
at  this  time  satisfactorily  to  ascertain  the  whole  amount 
of  public  expenditure  on  the  object  for  which  these 
forces  were  raised.  The  disposition,  however,  of  the 
appropriations  made  by  Congresa  for  the  support  of  a 
brigade  of  militia,  amounting  to  four  hundred  and 
forty-eix  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-three  dol- 
lan^-^  appeals  by  the  annexed  atatements,  furnished 
firom  the  office  of  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury 
Departments  The  pay-roHa  of  only  four  companies 
of  die  Tekmeasee  voiunteen  have  yet  been  received. 
From  an  examination  of  these  it  appears  that  the  pay- 
mMter  of  those  Ibroea,  Captain  John  B.  Hogan,  has 

Said  to  the  men,  respectively,  the  sum  of  fifteen  dot- 
as  and  fifty  cents  each,  as  an  allowance  for  elothing« 
Should  the  aaree  disbursement  for  this  allowance  have 
been  made  to  the  whole  aumber  of  the  non-commis* 
siaoed  officers  and  priTstes  of  this  eorps^  the  total 
amooBt  of  this  item  will  exeeed  the  sunr  of  eighteen 
thousand  dotlars.  The  amount  of  these  pay-roUs 
(twenty-seven  thousand  eight  hundred  fifty-five -dol- 
lais  and  for^five  cents)  having;  been  carried  to  the 
charge  of  the  appropriations  foit  a  boEigade  of  militia^ 
in  the  annexed  abalract  from  the  office  of  the  Second 
Auditor  of  the  Treaaury,  and  appearing  thereby*  also, 
to  have  been  deducted  from  the  balance  remaining 
due  from  the  paymaster,  on  a)e<K>uat  of  this  fond,  a 
letter  was  addreased  to  the  Second  Auditor,  requeat- 
ing  that  officer  to  inform  Uie  committee  by  vinue  of 
what  law  of  tiie  United  Statea  or  regnlatioA  relating 
to  this  subject,  the  paymaster  was  entitled  to  credit 
at  the  Treasury  for  ja  disbursement  of  this  natwrob 
From  the  answer  of  the  Second  Auditor,  herewith  sub- 
mittedf  dated  on  the  15th  instant,  and  from  an  inspec- 
tion of  the  books  of  that  office,  it  appears  that  the  ac- 
counta  of  the  naymaster,  which  include  this  item,  have 
not  been  actea  on  at  the  Treasury,  nor  has  any  part 
of  them  been  passed  to  his  credit.  This  disbursement 
being  directly  contrary  to  the  act  of  the  38th  day  of 


February,  1706,  and  totally  unatitborized,  the  oAecr 
cannot  receive  credit  therefor  under  any  eircain- 
stances  whatever. 

It  appears  farther  to  the  committee,  that  the  ac- 
counts for  the  moneys  paid  to  the  Creek  warriors,  com- 
posing the  general  field  and  staff  of  that  corps,  for 
forage  and  servants,  have  been  passed  to  the  credit  of 
the  disbursing  officer,  in  the  office  of  the  Second  Au- 
ditor of  the  Treasury,  without  any  evidence  wfaateTer 
that  the  number  of  horses  and  servants  allowed    for, 
were   actually  kept  or  employed  bjr   those   persons. 
The  explanation  which  the  Second  Auditor  relies  upon 
as  a  justification  of  this  departure  from  the  establiafaed 
regulations  of  the  Treasury  Department,  is  contained 
in  the  communication  of  the-  6th  instant,   addreased 
by  that  officer  to  the  committee.    In  their  opinion 
this  deviation  from  those  regulations  which  have  been 
adopted,  as  salutary   and  indispensable  restraints  on 
improper  expenditures  of  the  public  moneys  by  the 
disbursing  officers  of  the  Government,   or  any  other 
persons  acting  in  such  capacity,  and  which  in  nil  cases 
should  be  impartially  applied,  was  irregular  and  un- 
authorized. 

The  House  having  authorized  the  committee  to  re- 
port by  bill,  they  have  devoted  their  attention  to  the 
devising  of  some  legislative  remedies  against  the  re- 
currence of  these  disorders.  To  prescribe  tho  princi- 
ples of  the  Constitution  by  legislative  enactments, 
might  tend  to  impair  its  high  and  uncontrollable  aane* 
tions,  and  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the 
aeveral  committees  of  the  House  furnish  an  adequate 
remedy  against  all  abuses  in  the  public  expenditure. 
The  committee,  therefore,  submit  the  facts  contained 
in  this  report,  and  the  documents  which  establish  them, 
referring  them  to  the  discvetion  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Reid,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  five  thousand 
copies  thereof  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House; 
in  support  of  which  he  remadbed  that  this  was  a 
'Government  depending  in  a  peculiar  manner  on 
the  strength  of^  public  opinion ;  that  the  Houae 
woold  recollect  that  the  debate  on  the  Seminole 
war  had  gone  bdbre  the  public,  that  a  report  of  a 
committee  of  the  Senate  at  the  last  session  had  also 
gone  forthj  and  that  a  vindication  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  and  his  Comc^andiug  Gene- 
rals, prepared  by  an  unknown  hand,  had  been  put 
into  circulation,  and  found  its  way  even  to  their 
tables^  and  that,  without  any  prejuuices  of  any  de- 
scription to  gratify,  he  wished  all  the  facts  and 
evidence  (now  laid  before  the  House  by  this  report) 
to  be  as  extensively  spread  before  the  people  as  the 
documents,  dec,  to  which  he  had  alluded. 

The  motion  was  oj^osed  by  Mr.  Strothch  at 
some  length ;  who  argued  that  it  would  be  an  un- 
necessary expense,  as  the  report  would  probably 
receive  a  general  circulation  through  the  pnbUc 
papers ;  and  that  the  usual  number  (sixty  copies) 
would  be  sufficient  for  the  use  of  the  memDerB,.dtc 

The  motion  to  print  five  thousand  copies  was 
lost,  as  was  a  motion  to  print  three  thousand,  and 
a  motion  to  print  one  thousand ;  after  which,  the 
usual  number  was  ordered. 

MAINE  AND  MIS80UHI. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
their  Secretary,  announcing  that  the  Senate  insist 
on  their  amendments  to  the  bill  for  the  admission 
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of  Maine  into  tk«  Unioii,  which  had  been  disagreed 
to  by  this  House. 

Mr.  Taylor  mored  that  the  House  iniid  on  iit 
distM^reevunt  to  the  said  amendments. 

Mr.  Cobb  inquired  of  the 'Chair  whether  the 
question  could  lye  divided  so  as  to  be  taken  sepa- 
rately on  each  principle  embraced  in  the  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  LowNDBs  remarked,  in  substance^  that  it 
appeared  to  him  there  would  be  much  difficulty  in 
coining  to  any  conclosion  on  these  amendments  in 
which  the  two  Houses  would  concur;  that  he 
thought  therefore  that  it  wotdd  be  better  to  lay 
them  aside  until  this  House  had  matured  and  finally 
acted  on  the  bill  now  before  it,  for  the  admission 
of  Missouri^  and  ascertained  how  it  was  received 
by  the  Senate,  4bc. ;  with  this  view  he  moved  that 
the  amendments  be  laid  <m  the  table. 

On  this  question  the  House  divided,  and  the  mo- 
tion was  negatived — ^yeas  74,  nays,  85. 

Mr.  CuLPBPBR.  then,  after  some  remarks  to  show 
the  propriety  and  necessity  of  mutual  forbearance 
on  a  question  so  important  and  delicate ;  and  from 
the  hope,  that,  bv  acting  conclusively  on  the  bill 
now  b^ore  the  House  and  sending  it  to  the  Sen- 
ate, all  difficulty  would  be  gotten  over,  dbc. — 
moved  that  the  amendments  be  poe^ned  until 
to-morrow. 

This  motion  was  oi^KSsed  by  Mr.  HoLMSa,  and 
Mr.  WhitmaH)  who  were  averse  to  ddaying  a 
final  decision  on  these  amendments  with  which  the 
admission  of  Maine  was  connected,  and  which  they 
wished  to  separate  from  it  as  promptly  as  possible. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  amendments  was 
negatived  without  a  count. 

The  main  question  then  recurring,  it  was  so 
divided,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Butler^  of  Louisiana, 
as  to  be  first  taken  on  insisting  on  the  disamement 
of  this  House  to  the  first  eight  sections,  (connect- 
ing with  the  Maine  bill  provisions  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri,)  and  was  decided,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  Tork,  6ate> 
man,  Beecher,  Bodea,  Brush,  Boffom,  Butler  of  New 
Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case,  Clagefct,  Cook,  CralU, 
Cashman,  Darlington,  Dennisouy  Dewitt^  Dickinson, 
Dofwte,  Eddy,  Bdwaids  of  Conneettcnt,  Edwards  of 
PcfnaayWania,  Fay*  Folger,  Foot,  Ford«  Furraat,  Ful- 
ler, Groas  of  Now  York,  Grass  of  Pennsvlvania,  Guyon, 
Haekley,  HaU  of  New  York,  Qasaid,  HemphUl,  Hen- 
dricksy    Horrick,  Hibshman,  Heister,  Hill,  Holmes, 
Hoslotlor,   Kendall,  Kiasey,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Lino, 
Livermore,    Lyman,    Maclav,    Mallaf7>    Marchand, 
Mason,  Meecb,  Meigs,  R*  Af oore,  8.  Moore,  Monell, 
Morton,  MiiaeJey,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Massaohosetts, 
Nelson   of  Virginia,  Parker  of  Massachnsetts,   Pat- 
terson, Phelps,  PbOson,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rich,  Rich- 
ardft,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Ross,  Sampson,  Ser- 
geant, SiUbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Southard, 
'       Steyens,  Stonrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of 
New  York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy, 
Upbam,  Van  Heaseelaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whit- 
man, and  Wood'-4^7. 
Nats— ^f essrs.  Abbot,  Almiander,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
'       we,  Anderson,  Aroker  of  Maryland,  Arober  of  Virginia, 
>       Baldwin,  BaU,  Barboar,  Bloomfteld,  Bromrd,  Brawn, 
I       Bryan,  Barton,  Bnrwell,  Batler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon» 


Cobb,Gocko,  Crawford,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cnthbert, 
Davidson,  Earle,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Ervin, 
"Fisher,  Floyd,  Fnllerton,  Garnett,  Hardin,  Hooks, 
Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent, 
Littio,  Lowndes,  McOoy,  McCreary,  McLean  of  Ken- 
tacky,  Mercer,  M^tcalf,  Neale,  Newton,  Overstreet, 
Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Queries,  Ran- 
dolph, Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson, 
Settle,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith 
of  North  Carolina,  Strother,  Swear ingen,  Terrell, 
Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield,  Williams 
of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina — 76. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  insisting  on  the 
disagreementof  the  House  to  the  remaining  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  (bein^  the  9th  section,  em- 
bracing the  compromise  principle.) 

Mr.  LowNnBs  wishea  to  remark,  before  this 
question  was  taken,  that,  although  he  should 
always  be  ready  to  vote  for  such  a  proposition,  sub- 
stantially, when  presented  to  him,  combined  with 
the  free  admission  of  Missouri ;  yet,  as  the  amend- 
ment relative  to  Missouri  had  been  disagreed  to,  it 
would  be  useless  to  retain  this  amendment  in  con- 
nexion with  the  Maine  bill  alone,  and^  as  he  should 
therefore  now  vote  against  retaining  it,  he  wished 
his  motive  to  be  understood. 

Mr.  McCreary  made  a  remark  or  two  to  the 
same  efiiect ;  when — 

The  question  was  taken  on  insisting  on  the  disr 
agreement  of  the  House  to  the  9th  section  of  the 
Senate's  amendments,  and  canied — ^yeas  160,  nays 
14,  as  follows: 

YxA.s — ^Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of 
Massachusetts,  Allen  of  New  YoriL,  AUen  of  Tennes- 
see, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Boden,  Bre« 
vard.  Brown,  Brash,  Bryan,  Buflum,  Burton,  Burwell, 
Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Bntler  of  Louisiana,  Camp- 
bell, Cannon,  Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cook,  Crafts, 
Cnlbreth,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Davidaon, 
Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Earle,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Ervin,  Fay,  Fisher,  Floyd, 
Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gannett,  Gross 
of  New  York,  €kess  ef  Pennsylvania,  Oayon,  Haekley, 
Hall  of  New  York»  Hardin,  Hasard,  HemphUl,  Hend- 
ricks,  Herrick,  Hibehman,  Heister,  Hill,  Holmes, 
Hooks,  Hostetter,  Johneoo,  Jones  of  Vtrgtnia,  J<mea  of 
Tennessee,  KandaU,  Kent,  Kineey,  Kiatley,.  Lincoln, 
Linn,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maelay,  McCoy, 
McCreary,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Btarekand, 
Mason,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  B.  Moore,  8.  Moere,  Monell, 
Morton,  Moseley,  Mnriay,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Overstree^ 
Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patter- 
aon«  Phelps,  Philson,  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Pitcher, 
Plumer,  Qaarles,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea, 
Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Rog- 
ers, Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Silsbee, 
Simkins,  Slocnmb,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth 
of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Southard,  Ste- 
vens, Stom,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Strother, 
Sweatingen,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  ef  South 
CaroKna,  Tyler,  Uphem,  Van  Rensselaer,  iWelknr  of 
North  CaroKaa,  Wallaee,  Watfteld,  Wendevet,  Whit- 
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man,  Williamii  of  Virgiata,  Williams  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  Wood.  ' 

Natd — Mesara.  Baldwin,  Bloom  field,  Cocke,  Cul- 
peper,  Fullerton,  Lathrop,  Little,  Mercer,  8haw,  81pan, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Bmith  of  Maryland,  Strong  of 
Vermont,  and  Tarr. 

So  the  House  insisted  on  its  disagreement  to 
the  whole  of  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the 
Maine  bill;  and  the  Clerk  was  directed  to  acquaint 
the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  ask  a  conference  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses, 
on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of 
Maine  into  the  Union,"  and  have  appointed  man- 
agers at  the  said  conference  on  their  part. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  (Mr.  Cobb  in  the  chair,)  on  the 
Missouri  bill — Mr.  Storrs's  proposition  to  insert 
therein  the  clause  to  exclude  slavery  from  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  north  of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes 
north  latitude,  (excepting  the  proposed  State  of 
Missouri,)  being  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Beecqer  resumed  and  concluded  the  speech, 
which  he  commenced  on  Saturday,  against  the 
amendment,  and  in  defence  of  the  right  of  Con- 
gress to  impose  the  slavery  restriction,  heretofore 
discussed. 

Mr.  RANnoLPR  again  rose,  and  spoke  some 
time  against  the  amendment,  and  in  reply  to  some 
of  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Beccher. 

Mr.  Mallary,  of  Vermont,  spoke  some  time  in 
explanation  of  the  reasons  which  would  induce 
him  to  vote  against  the  amendment,  though  he 
was  in  favor  of  restriction  on  the  territories  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  &c. 

Mr.  Stours  next  addressed  the  Committee,  in 
a  short  but  earnest  speech,  in  support  of  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  Li  VERM  ORE  made  a  few  remarks  against 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Baldwin  spoke  a  short  time  in  favor  of  the 
amendment,  and  in  reply  to  a  point  or  two  of  Mr. 
Beegher'b  remarks. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  StorRb's 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  33. 

The  Committee  then  proceed^  to  fill  up  the 
details  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  an  amendment  thereto,  go- 
ing to  strike  out  all  that  part  providing  the  appor- 
tionment of  dele^tes  to  the  convention  among 
the  several  counties,  and  substituting  therefor,  in 
substance,  a  provision  leaving  the  apportionment 
to  the  Greneral  Assembly  of  the  Territory,  accord- 
ing to  the  free  population  thereof. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  to  offer  a  little  amendment 
to  the  amendment,  which  he  supposed  had  drop- 
ped out  of  it  by  accident :  it  was  the  word  vihtU — 
a  matter,  he  observed,  of  some  importance  yet  to 
those  on  the  south  side,  as  thev  said— «nd  proceed- 
ed to  extend  his  remarks  on  tne  subject ;  when 

Mr.  Taylor  accepted  the  amendment  with  {Mea- 


sure. He  had  omitted  it,  becaufle  it  was  sufficiently 
expressed  in  subsequent  parts,  and  he  had  not 
deemed  it  important  here. 

Considerable  discussion  ensued  on  Mr.  Tat* 
lor's  amendment,  in  which  it  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Scott,  Whitman,  and  Clay,  and  was 

pported  by  the  mover  ana  Mr.  LivERMORfi ;  and 


su 


The  question  being  taken  thereon,  was  decided 
in  the  negative,  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusette,  then  moved  tc 
amend  the  third  section  of  the  biU,  by  striking  oat 
of  the  clause  which  designates  the  kind  of  persons 
who  shall  vote  for  delegates  to  the  convention  of 
the  State,  the  word  iohUe^  so  as  to  extend  the  priT- 
ilege  of  voting  to  all  "  free  male  citizens  f^  aad 
spoke  at  some  length  in  supjiort  of  his  motion,  and 
in  explanation  oi  his  opinions  oa  other  points 
which  had  been  introduced  in  the  debate  of  the  bill 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  in  opposition  to  this  amend- 
ment, and  spoke  about  an  hour  and  a  half  on  this 
motion,  and  other  topics  which  he  embraoed  in  its 
consideration. 

Some  proceedings  took  place  on  a  point  of  order 
which  was  made ;  after  wnich,  the  question  was 
put  on '  Mr.  Allen's  motion,  and  a  division  re- 
quired, when  it  appeared  that  but  one  member  (the 
mover  of  the  amendment)  rose  in  its  support 

After  filling  the  blanks  in  the  bill,  according  to 
the  motions  of  Mr.  Scott,  of  Missouri, 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  an  amendment,  [one  which 
he  had  offered  on  the  first  day  that  the  bill  was 
taken  U]),  and  then  withdrawn,]  by  adding  to  the 
last  section  the  following  clause :  ''And  if  the  same 
'  [the  constitution]  shall  be  approved  by  Congress 
'  at  their  next  session  after  the  receipt  thereof  the 
'  said  Territory  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as 
'  a  State,  upon  the  same  footing  as  the  original 
'  States." 

This  motion  was  advocated  by  the  mover,  and 
earnestly  opposed  by  Messrs.  Scott,  Clay,  and 
Merger  j  and,  after  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Botler, 
of  Louisiana,  touching  the  case  of  Louisiana,  re- 
ferred to  in  the  debate, 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Taylor's  mo- 
tion, and  negatived — ayes  75,  noes  84. 

Mr.  Storrs  then  offered  an  amendment,  in  effect 
to  transfer  the  restrictive  amendment  alreadv 
adopted,  to  the  sixth  section  of  the  bill,  rwhich 
emcees  those  provisions  in  the  nature  or  com- 
pact,) and  so  modify  it  as  to  make  it  a  rtoommendo' 
turn  for  the  free  acceptance  or  rejection  of  the  con- 
vention of  Missouri,  as  an  article  of  compact,  to 
exclude  slavery,  instead  of  er^iAmng  it  as  an  abso- 
lute condition  of  their  admission. 

Mr.  Clay  seconded  the  motion,  and,  with  the 
mover,  zealously  urged  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment. It  was  opposed  as  zealously  by  Messrs. 
Taylor,  Sergeant,  and  Gross,  of  New  York. 

The  debate  had  continued  some  time,  with  much 
animation;  when,  in  consequence  of  the  doubts 
expressed  whether  the  amendment,  in  its  present 
shape,  was  in  order,  Mr.  Storrs  withdrew  it 

Mr.  Clay  renewed  the  amendment  in  substance, 
but  so  changinff  the  manner  of  inserting  it  in  the 
bill  as  to  avoid  the  objection  as  to  the  point  of 
order. 
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I        The  debate  was  renewed  on  the  proposition,  and 
I     continued  with  undiminished  zeal,  by  Mr.  Clat, 

in  its  support,  and  by  Messrs.  Taylor,  Sergeant, 

RAND0Lt>H,  and  Cook,  against  it. 
t        The  question  being  put,  the  Committee  divided, 
i     and  the  amendtaent  was  nc^tired,  as  follows: 

For  the  amendment  82,  against  it  92. 
!        No  other  amendment  being  offered^  about  half 

past  nine  o'clock  the  Committee  (havmg  rejected 

several  motions,  in  the  course  of  the  evening,  to 

rise  and  report  progress)  rose  and  reported  the  oill 

to  the  House. 
Mr.  LowNBEs  laid  the  following  proposition  on 

the  table,  as  an  amendment  of  the  rules  and  orders 

of  the  House : 

'*  And  if  any  member  shall  not  confine  himself  to 
the  question  nnder  debate,  and  ihall  be  called  to 
order,  if  ibe  decision  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House, 
apon  appeal,  be  against  the  member  thus  deviating 
from  the  question,  such  member  shall  not  be,  at  that 
time,  permitted  to  proceed,  without  the  special  leave 
of  the  House." 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Tdesuay,  Febuary  29. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  submitted  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table : 

<<  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  directed  to  report  a  bill,  authorizing  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  erect  a 
Masonic  Hall,  in  this  city,  by  lottery." 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  RULES. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  motion.  ofS^red  last 
evening  by  Mr.  Lownues,  to  amend  tne  rules  and 
orders  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Str other  opposed  the  proposition^  and 
spoke  at  considerable  length  to  show  that  it  was 
unnecessary,  and  miffht  m  dangerous  and  opres- 
sive,  and  was  inexpedient. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  a  few  words  to 
the  same  effect. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  offered  to  amend  the  proposition 
by  adding  there^  the  following  proviso : 

<'  Prondedf  That  in  such  case  the  words  in  question 
•hall  be  reduced  to  writing,  and  that  the  member,  thus 
called  to  order,  shall  be  at  liberty,  if  he  shall  choose, 
to  explain  the  same." 

Mr.  R.  followed  his  motion,  at  some  length,  with 
remarks  in  illustration  of  tne  oprpressive  effects 
v^fhich  might  be  apprehended  from  the  proposition, 
without  the  qualification  which  his  amendment 
proposed,  with  which  the  rule^  he  admitted,  would 
be  salutary. 

Mr.  LowNUES  s|K>ke  in  support  of  his  proposi- 
tion, and  defended  it  principally  on  the  ground  of 
its  necessity  to  prevent  the  time  of  the  House  from 
being  wasted  by  irrelevant  debate ;  to  prevent  a 
yet  greater  evil-lan  injury  to  the  character  of  the 
House  by  suffering  sucn  a  waste  of  time — the  con- 
sequent creation  of  an  opinion  that  the  House  is 
inadequate  to  the  proper  discharge  of  its  duties, 
dec.,  and  that  no  undue  regard  for  the  principle  oi 
the  liberty  of  speech  ought  to  overrule  a  measure 


necessary  to  counteract  evils  so  serious  as  those  he 
had  noticed.  He  disapproved  Mr.  Randolph's 
amendment  because  it  would  neutralize  his  propo- 
sition, and  leave  the  rules  just  as  inoperative  as 
they  were  at  present,  in  the  case  he  wished  to 
provide  for. 

Mr.  Mercer,  .with  the  view  of  proceeding  at 
once  to  the  important  business  of  the  day,  moved 
to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table;  but  the  motion 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  M.  then  moved  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  proposition,  and  spoke  at  some  length  against 
it  as  placing  in  the  hands  of  a  majority  of  the 
House  an  engine  of  oppression  and  injustice.  He 
waived  his  motion,  however,  to  give  place  to  a 
motion  by 

Mr.  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  who  enter- 
tained doubts  on  the  expediency  of  the  proposition, 
and  was  not  prepared  at  this  moment  to  vote  on 
it;  and,  therefore,  moved  its  postponement  until 
to-morrow.  This  motion  prevailed ;  and  the 
amendment  was  postponed  accordingly. 

MAINE  BILL. 

^The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  message  from  the  Senate  asking  a  conference 
upon  the  subject-matter  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of 
the  two  Houses  on  the  amendments  proposed  by 
the  Senate  to  tlie  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  ad- 
mission of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union  ;" 
whereupon, 

Resolved.  That  this  House  do  a^ree  to  the  con- 
ference assed  by  the  Senate  upon  the  subject  mat- 
ter of  the  disagreeing  votes  or  the  two  Houses  on 
the  amendments  depending  to  the  bill  aforesaid, 
and  that  managers  oe  appointed  to  the  same  on 
their  part. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr. 
Lowndes,  Mr.  Parker,  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Mr.  KiNSEY,  be  the  managers  at  the  said  confer- 
ence on  the  part  of  this  House. 

MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider? 
the  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  the  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
^vemment^  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State 
into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  origi- 
nal States;  and,  the  said  amendments  being  read, 
were  concurred  in  by  the  House,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  following : 

'<  And  shall  ordain  and  establish,  that  there  shall  be 
neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in  the  said 
State,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes 
whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted : 
Providedy  always.  That  any  person  eseapiag  within 
the  same,  from  whom  labor  or  service  is  lawfuHy  claimed 
in  any  other  State,  such  fugitive  may  be  lawfully  re* 
claimed,  and  conveyed  to  the  person  claiming  his  or  her 
labor,  or  service,  as  aforesaid ;  Provided,  nevertheless. 
That  the  said  provision  shall  not  be  construed  to  alter 
the  condition  or  civil  rights  of  any  person  now  held  to 
service  or  labor  in  the  said  Territory.*' 

The  question  was  then  stated  to  concur  in  the 
said  amendment  $  when, 
Mr.  Stobrs  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  striking 
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out  these  words :  "And  shall  ordain  and  establish 
that ;"  andy  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert  the  following, 
to  wit : 

"ilnrf  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  following  prop- 
ositions be,  and  the  same  are.herebj,  offered  to  the  said 
convention,  for  their  free  acceptance  or  rejection,  to  be 
incorporated  into  the  Constitution  of  the  said  State,  as 
articles  of  compact  between  the  c:aid  State  and  the 
United  States,  viz  :  That  there  be  neither  slavery  nor 
involuntary  servitude  in  the  said  State,  otherwise  than 
in  the  punishment  of  crimes  whereof  the  party  shall 
have  been  duly  convicted;  ProMed,  always.  That 
any  person  escaping  within  the  same  from  whom  labor 
or  service  is  lawfully  claimed  in  any  other  State,  such 
fugitive  may  be  lawfully  reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to 
the  person  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service  as  afore- 
said ;  Provided,  nevertheless.  That  the  said  provision 
shall  not  be  construed  to  alter  the  condition  or  civil 
rights  of  any  person  now  held  to  service  or  labor  in 
the  said  Territory. 

Mr.  Rhba  spoke  near  an  hour  against  the  re- 
striction. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina,  spoke  a  short 
time  on  the  same  side. 

Mr.  Ford,  of  New  York,  spoke  half  an  hour 
in  answer  to  the  remarks  of^several  gentlemen 
who  had  opposed  the  restriction. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  replied  briefly  to  Mr. 
F.,  and  in  explanation  of  remarks  which  he  had 
before  made. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  next  rose  and  entered 
into  a  general  examination  of  the  restriction  in  the 
proposed  case;  to  show  that  Congress  possessed 
no  right  to  impose  it. 

Mr.  Randolph  spoke  some  time  against  Mr. 
Storrs's  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  followed,  and  address- 
ed the  House  at  consideraole  length  against  the 
right  of  restriction,  dbc. 

Mr.  Forrest,  of  Pennsylvania,  spoke  as  fol- 
lows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  rise  to  give  my  reasons  why  I 
shall  vote  for  the  restriction  and  against  the 
amendment  offered  to  itf  or,  in  other  words,  more 
ia  unison  with  my  feelings,  why  I  shall  vote 
against  the  exteajsion  of  slavery,  beyond  the  bounds 
of  the  old  United  States.  I  rise  with  nnfeigned 
deference  to  those  who  have  gone  before  me,  whose 
abilities  are  so  pre-eaunent,  whose  research  has 
Ivsen  so  pi ofoiuid,  and  whose  powers  and  elo^ence 
have  been  so  impressive  on  the  subjiect,  that  very 
little  is  left  for  me  to  say.  I  have  possessed  my- 
scdf  of  sundry  notes  from  the  Constitution  and 
other  documents,  to  aid  me  in  mv  feeble  attempt, 
lest  I  should  be  embarrassed,  not  being  aocustomr 
e4  to  public  speaking,  and  having  but  small  hopes, 
and  less  expectation,  of  being  able  to  east  a  single 
my  of  new  light  on  the  subject.  I  shall  commence 
by  declaring  that  the  Constitution,  so  far  as  slavery 
voMy  be  inferred  from  it,  is  nothing  but  the  creature 
of  compromtse.  which  I  can  testify^  on  a  retro- 
^lect  of  my  feelings  at  the  time  of  its  adoption, 
or  rather  when  it  was  promulgated  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  public.  It  was  a  compromise  to 
prevent  disunion ;  it  was  a  dereliction  oi  first  prin- 
ciples upon  which  the  independence  of  our  country 


was  achieved ;  it  was  an  acquiescence  in  the  bond- 
age of  those  of  our  fellow-men  in  whose  services 
their  possessors  conceived  they  had  a  property.  It 
was  a  compromise  for  the  sake  of  peace,  and  con- 
fined whoUv  to-  the  then  United  States,  and  not  ex- 
tended to  the  territory  possessed  or  to  be  acquired. 
The  parts  of  the  Constitution  which  I  shall  recite 
are  section  3d,  article  3d :  "  Representatives  and 
<  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  sev- 
'  eral  States  according  to  their  re$|>ective  numbeis, 
'  which  shall  be  determined  by  adding  to  the  whole 
'  numbers  of  free  persons,  including  those  bound  to 
^  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and  excluding  In- 
^  dians  not  taxed,  three-fifths  of  all  persons,"  &c 
This  part  of  the  article  I  have  thus  noted,  and  the 
1st  article  of  the  9th  section^  to  wit:  '<  The  m^ia- 
'  tion  and  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  ofthe 
^  States  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit 
'  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  Congress  prior  to  the 
'  year  1808,  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on 
'  such  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  doJiars  for 
^  each  person,"  manifestly  show-)  (corroborated  by 
the  declaration  made  on  this  floor,  by  the  memb^i 
from  South  Carolina,  who  had  been  a  member  of 
the  Convention^)  that  the  States  of  South  Caro- 
lina and  Georgia  would  not  have  come  into  the 
Union  if  this  concession  had  not  been  made  bj 
the  other  States  ^  that  it  was  a  compromise,  and 
that  the  words  in  the  9th  section,  "  as  any  of  the 
States  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,'' 
although  the  words  slave,  slaves^  or  slavery,  aie 
not  in  the  Constitution,  yet  it  is  mferred,  and  ser- 
vitude is  confined  to  the  then  United  States,  and 
not  extended  to  the  territory.  Does  not  the  limi- 
tation in  the  9th  section  of  the  Constitution  most 
manifestly  declare  the  power  of  Congress  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  suoh  persons,  9ap  danes, 
by  limiting  the  exercise  of  the  authority  until  the 
year  1808,  and  which  could  only  have  been  meant 
to  be  operative  on  the  old  United  States,  as  will 
appear  by  the  act  df  Congress,  passed  the  7th 
April,  1798,  to  authorize  the  establishment  of  a 
government  in  the  Mississippi  Territory?  At 
least  ten  years  before  the  expiration'of  the  limitar- 
tion  contained  in  the  9th  section,  nefcve  recited, 
the  7th  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  just  allud- 
ed to^  prohibits  the  importation  of  slaves  into  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  from  any  port  or  place  with- 
out the  United  States,  undar  a  penalty  of  three 
hundred  dollars,  and  the  slave  to  be  entitled  to  his 
or  her  freedom ;  as  also  the  act,  passed  26th  March, 
1804^  erecting  Louisiana  into  two  territories,  and 

g!Oviding  for  the  t^nporary  government  thereof, 
ee  the  10th  section,  in  the  following  words : 

*'The  prohibition  ofthe  importation  of  slavetin  the 
territories,  not  only  from  any  port  or  place  witbont  the 
United  States,  but  also  from  any  port  or  place  within 
the  limits  of  the  United  States,  of  any  slave  or  slavw 
which  shall  have  been  imparted  into  the  United  StatM 
ainee  the  first  day  of  May,  1798." 

This  act  was  passed  at  least  six  years  before  the 
expiration  of  the  limitation  before  mentioned,  and 
had  relation  to  the  slaves  imported  into  the  Uni- 
ted States  since  May,  1796. 

Now,  is  not  this  conclusive  to  show  that  the 
Congress  could  not  have  entertained  the  most  dis- 
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tant  idea  that  the  territory  bdon^ing  to  the  United 
States  was  entitled  to  a  participation  in  the  com- 
promise with  the  old  States?  No:  if  they  had, 
they  never  would  have  passed  those  acts,  but 
would  have  considered  the  limitation  contained  in 
the  9th  section  of  the  Constitution  as  applying  to 
the  territory  as  well  as  to  the  old  United  States. 

It  seems  too  plain  to  admit  a  doubt,  that,  previ- 
ous to  the  year  1808,  Ck)ngress  had  the  power,  and 
exercised  it,  to  prohibit  the  migration  and  impor- 
tation of  slaves  mto  their  territories,  and  into  new 
States  formed  out  of  their  territories :  and  if  it  may 
he  prohibited  into  new  States,  (which  has  been 
doiie,)  whv  not  the  same  authority  to  malce  it  a 
condition  for  the  admission  of  territories  into  new 
States? 

The  third  section  of  the  Constitution,  part  the 
first:  *^New  States  may  be  admitted  by  Congress 
into  the  Union."  and  so  on.  Second  part:  "The 
'  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  to 
'  make  all  needful^rules  and  regulations  that  policy 
^  and  expediency  may  dictate  for  public  good;'' 
and,  in  exercising  their  powers,  Congress  passed 
the  resolution,  on  the  10th  day  of  April,  1780: 
''  That  the  unappropriated  lands  that  may  be  ceded 
'  to  the  United  States  by  any  particular  State,  pur- 
'  suant  to  the  recommendation  of  Congress,  should 

<  be  disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  Uni- 

<  ted  States,  and  admitted  into  the  Federal  Union, 
'  with  all  tne  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and 
'  independence,  with  other  States." 

It  ivas  in  consequence  of  this  resolution,  that 
Virginia,  New  York,  Massachusetts,  and  Con- 
necticut, ceded  to  the  United  States  claims  to 
land  within  their  States  respectively,  beyond  a 
given  line,  which  they  thereby  made  their  western 
boundary.    Virginia  ceding  all  her  territory  north- 
west of  the  river  Ohio,  in  conformity  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  10th  day  of  October,  1780,  Congress 
passed  an  ordinance,  on  the  13th  day  of  October, 
1787,  for  the  government  of  the  territoiy  north- 
west of  the  river  Ohio,  being  that  part  of  the  ces- 
sion made  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  ordaining,  in 
the  articles  of  compact,  that  Ine  territory  should 
be  restricted  from  taxing  the  lands  the  property  of 
the  United  States,  and  providing  that  in  no  case 
should  the  non-residents'  land  be  taxed  bibber 
than  residents';  the  6th  article  of  which  inhibits 
slavery  and  involuntary  servitude.    T)ie  fifth  sec- 
tion of  the  said  ordinance  having  varied  the  dis- 
position of  the  territory  into  States  from  the  mode 
pointed  out  in  the  cession  made  by  Virginia  to  the 
United  States,  Congress  passed  a  resolution  re- 
commending to  the  State  of  Virginia  a  reconsider- 
ation of  her  cession,  or  so  much  of  it  as  prescribed 
the  bounds  of  the  States  to  be  formed  out  of  terri- 
tory ceded  by  her,  so  as  to  comport  with  the  views 
of  Congress,  contained  in  the  5th  section  of  the 
ordinance  to  divide  the  ceded  territory  into  distinct 
States  of  not  more  than  fiYt  nor  less  than  three,  as 
the  situation  of  the  territory  might  require.    The 
State  of  Virginia,  by  the  act  of  her  Legislature, 
did  so  reconsider  the  section,  and  adopted  the  5th 
section  of  Che  ordinance  of  Congress  verbatim; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  the  6th  section,  prohibiting 
davery  and  invoiontary  servitude,  was  the  subse- 


quent section ;  by  which,  and  by  her  full  repre^ 
sentation  on  the  floor  of  Congress,  she  became  a 
party  in  imposing  the  restrictions,  however  incon- 
sistent her  conduct  is  at  this  day,  for,  had  she 
thouffht  they  were  incompatible,  or  unconstitu* 
tional,  she  would  have  then  made  her  objections, 
and  not  at  this  dayr;  but  as  she  did  not.  the  tejrri- 
tory  was  formed  into  tnree  States,  wnich  were 
sulisequentl]^  admitted  into  the  Union,  to  wit: 
Ohio,  Illinois,  and  Indiana,  and  now  are  respect- 
ively represented  on  this  floor,  without  diminution 
of  sovereignty. 

The  State  of  Georgia  ceded  to  the  United  States 
all  the  territory  within  her  chartered  bounds,  be- 
yond a  given  line,  and,  by  the  fifth  part  of  the  first 
secticm  of  the  articles  ot  agreement  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  she  an- 
thorized  the  formation  of  the  State  of  Mississippi 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  on  the  same  con- 
ditions and  restrictions,  with  the  same  privileges, 
and  in  the  same  manner,  as  is  provided  in  the  or- 
dinance of  Congress  passed  the  13th  day  of  July, 
1787;  which  ordinance  was  thereby  directed,  m 
all  its  parts,  to  extend  to  the  territolries,  except  that 
article  which  forbids  slavery. 

This,  the  State  of  G^rgia  had  a  right  to  except, 
the  territory  being  within  the  chartered  bounds  of 
the  State  of  Geoivia ;  and,  of  course,  within  the 
limits  of  the  old  United  States.  Mississippi  was 
admitted  into  the  Union  in  December,  1817,  and 
Alabama  was  authorized  to  become  a  State  in 
1819,  upon  the  same^  conditions  and  restrictions, 
both  formed  out  of  the  same  territory.  I  now  will 
state  a  question — if  the  States  of  Ohio,  Georgia, 
Virginia,  and  other  States,  can  cede  their  territory, 
I  to  iSecome  States  in  the  Union,  and  that  under 
lestriciion,  cannot  the  United  States  do  the  same 
with  their  territory,  without  impairing  their  sov 
ereignty,  when  they  are  admitted  into  the  Union? 

I  will  relieve  the  Committee  from  further  atten- 
tion, after  a  very  few  remarks  on  observations  that 
have  been  made  by  members  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment. The  member  from  Virginia,  who  is  not 
now  in  bis  place,  but  who  I  have  in  my  eye,  when 
on  the  floor  dealt  out  denunciations  of  disunion, 
massacre,  civil  war,  horror,  smd  blood,  exclaiming 
that,  if  the  restriction  should  be  carried)  this  would 
be  the  darkest  day  our  country  ever  saw.  Here  I 
must  differ  with  the  member.  No ;  the  morning 
of  the  26th  day  of  December,  1776,  let  me  tell  the 
youth,  whose  father  was  a  fellow-soldier  of  mine, 
a  Revolutionary  compatriot  in  the  cause  of  liberty, 
was  the  darkest  time  our  country  ever  saw.  It 
was  then  Wasbinoton  led  his  patriot  band  of 
freemen  to  the  battle  of  Trenton,  the  forlorn  hope 
of  the  independence  of  his  conntry.^  It  was  then 
he  commanded  the  rifle  corps  under  Captains 
Washington  and  Monroe  to  drive  in  the  Hessian 
pickets.  Methinks  I  see  the  striplings  skipping  in 
obedience.  The  action  became  general,  and  Wash- 
ington, at  their  head,  pouring  forth  his  patriotic 
exhortation,  in  words  that  will  ever  be  remembered 
by  me,  and  ought  to  be  impressed  on  the  minds  of 
every  friend  to  liberty:  "  That  the  darkest  time  of 
night  was  just  before  day ;"  which  was  soon  veri- 
fied by  the  surrender  of  tne  Hessians,  an  event  that 
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ffave  a  preponderance  to  the  invisible  balance  held 
by  the  hand  of  Him  who  weighs  the  fate  of  nations. 
It  was  that  event  that  laid  the  foundation  of  our 
country's  independence,  and  to  which  we  are  in- 
debted for  our  seats  at  this  day,  in  this  splendid 
hail,  once  more  engaged  in  the  cause  of  liberty. 
When  Washington  led  on  his  little  patriot  band, 
to  them  he  was  as  a  modern  Moses ;  he  went  be- 
fore them  as  a  pillar  of  smoke  by  day,  and  a  column 
of  fixe  by  nisht ;  his  sympathy  in  tneir  distress  and 
sufferings  allayed  their  hunger  and  quenched  their 
thirst.  They  followed  him  as  the  modern  Israelites, 
the  Israelites  of  the  day,  with  their  urim  and  thwm- 
mim  on  their  breasts,  the  insignia  of  their  cause 
inscribed  on  escutcheons  of  brass,  fixed  on  their 
bayonets  and  sword-belts — ^liberty  or  death — ^united 
we  stand,  divided  we  fall — ^'tis  for  posterity  we  die. 
Posterity!  what,  posterity  perpetuate  slavery!  How 
shall  I  express  myself?  Oh  pour  un  mantle  pour 
couvrir  les  faces  de  ceux  qui  sont  les  fils  de  mes 
compatriots,  who  with  me  in  battle,  fell,  whose 
death  I  then  regretted  as  premature  and  unfortu- 
nate, snatched,  as  I  then  thought,  from  a  partici- 
pation in  the  blessings  of  an  happ)r  independence, 
in  the  full  enjoyment  of  every  civil  and  religious 
liberty.  But  now  I  have  occasion  to  rejoice ;  yes, 
rejjoice  overmuch,  that  they  were  not,  like  me,  per- 
mitted to  live  to  see  posterity  outgrow  the  remem- 
brance of  the  patriotic  virtues  of  their  fathers,  by 
an  act  for  the  extension  of  slavery. 

It  has  been  a  source  of  very  considerable  pain  to 
me,  and  an  afflicting  exercise  of  mind,  to  hear 
members  on  one  side  of  the  House,  or  those  who 
are  opposed  to  restriction,  use  such  language 
against  their  fellow-members  on  the  other  side,  as  > 
does  not  conoport  with  their  dignified  standiuj^  on  I 
this  floor.  Denunciation,  sarcasm,  and  insinua- 
tion, serve  to  irritate  and  excite  warmth  with  some, 
but  with  me  they  only  produce  sorrow,  that  the 
exemplary  and  conciliatory  language  of  Abraham, 
the  elder,  to  Lot,  the  younger  brother,  did  not  per- 
vade our  feelings.  '^  llet  there  be  no  strife  between 
thee  and  me,  between  thy  herdsman  and  mine;  are 
we  not  brethren  ?"  I  shall  notice  an  allusion  to 
me  by  a  member  when  on  the  floor,  who  was 
pleased  to  characterize  the  extremes  of  my  life,  by 
portraying  the  previous  part  in  all  the  habiliments 
and  trainings  of  a  soldier  in  uniform  clothes  and 
epaulettes.  The  friend  must  have  had  but  a  very 
imperfect  knowledge  of  the  Revolutionary  Army, 
if  he  supposed  that  they  were  as'neatly  dressed  and 
equipped  as  the  oflScers  of  the  present  day.  No,  it 
was  tne  inability  of  Congress  to  furnish  the  means 
to  either  feed,  jmy,  or  clothe  the  army,  that  reduced 
them  to  starvation,  and  to  the  necessity  of  cutting 
up  their  only  blankets  to  make  a  coat  and  overalls ; 
and  as  to  rank,  it  could  not  be  distinguished  for 
the  want  of  epaulettes.  I  was  in  hopes  the  little 
service  I  rendered  to  my  country  womd  not  have 
been  sufficient  to  have  brought  me  into  notice  at 
this  day ;  it  is  a  part  of  my  life  I  wish  to  forget, 
being  opposed  to  war,  believing  it  to  be  unlawful 
in  the  sight  of  God.  But,  if  the  extension  of  sla- 
very grows  out  of  the  question  before  the  Commit- 
tee, I  shall  think  the  small  share  I  have  had  in  the 
Revolution  was  the  Uackest  part  of  my  life. 


My  plainness  of  dress  and  manners  were  also  no- 
ticed and  complimented^  as  belonging  to   the  so- 
ciety of  Friends,  otherwise  called  duakers.    I  trust 
I  am  a  member  of  the  church  militant,  and  in  spi- 
ritual unison  with  friends,  whose  character  is  peace 
and  good  will  to  all  men ;  and  I  am  authorized  to 
say.  that  I  would  cheerfully  give  up  the  Territory 
to  tne  inhabitants  to  hee  their  fellow-men,  to  avert 
what  has  been  threatened,  but  which  I    cannot 
think  will  ever  be  realized.  -However,  I  cannot  do 
an  evil  that  good  may  come  out  of  it. 

I  now  shall  conclude,  with  expressions  of  respect 
for  the  members  from  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  who 
were  pleased  to  compliment  the  State  of  vrhicb  1 
am  an  humble  Representative,  by  ascribincr  its  dig- 
nified standing  in  the  Union  to  the  exemplary  con- 
duct of  the  people  called  duakers.    Would  to  God 
we  were  all  duakers ;  there  would  be  less  strife^^ 
more  harmony  and  brotherly  love  among  us;  and, 
if  we  were  to  follow  their  precepts  and  emulate 
their  virtues,  we  should  do  as  they  do ;  they  buiid 
all  their  churches  without  a  lotterv ;  they  do  not 
sell  their  pews  to  the  highest  bidder ;  but  sit  on 
benches,  master  and  man;  they  maintain  their 
own  poor,  and  pay  their  tax  asse^ed  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  poor  of  the  township  they  live  in; 
they  believe  God  to  be  a  spirit,  and .  worship  in 
spirit  and  truth. 

Mr.  Parker,  of  Virginia,  occupied  the  floor 
aboiit  half  an  hour,  on  the  other  side.  When  Mr. 
P.  concluded — 

The  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Storrs,  was  put,  and  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  82,  nays  98,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  AIex»nderi  Allen  of  Tenoe*- 
see,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bloomfield,  Brevard, 
Brown,  Bryan,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana, 
Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Cnlbreth, 
Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Ervin,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Fulterton,  Gar- 
nett.  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hili,  Holmes, 
Hooks.  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Little,  Lowndes,  Mc- 
Coy, McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Mason,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Neale, 
Nelson. of  Virginia,  Newton,  Overstreet,  Parker  of 
Virginia,  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Quarlea,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Settle,  Shaw,  Simkios, 
Slocumb,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Virginisr 
A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Stons, 
Strother,  Swe^ringen,  Terrell,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker  of 
North  Carolina,  Warficld,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and 
Williams  of  North  Carolina— 82. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Boden, 
Brush,  BufTum,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  CampbcU, 
Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cushman,  Dar- 
lington, DennisoD,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Fay,Polgcr  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,Fullcr,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hacktey,  Hall 
of  New  York,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herrick, 
Hibshman,  Heister,  Hostetter,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Ten- 
nessee, Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln, 
Linn,  Livermore,  Lyman,  Maclay,  Mallaiy,  Marcband, 
Meoch,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton,  Mose- 


X 


1665 


HISTOBT  OF  CONGRESS. 


1566 


FSBBUAKT,  1820. 


Of 


H.  ofR. 


ley,  Mmtmy^  N^laon  of  MMtachiiMtto,  Parker  of 
MaMachuMtts,  PatUraon,  Phelpa,  PhiUon,  Pitcher, 
Plomer,  Randolph,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Rogers, 
Roee,  Rqss,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Smith 
of  New  Jersey,  Southard,  Stevens,  Street,  Strong  of 
Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tom- 
iineon,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer, 
Wallace,  WendoTer,  Whitman,  and  Wood— 98. 

Mr.  Scott  then  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
restrictire  amendment,  having  for  its  object,  in 
substance,  to  prevent  the  operation  of  the  restric- 
tion either  on  the  slaves  now  in  Missouri  or  on 
their  increase. 

This  proposition  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Camp- 
bell of  Ohio ;  but, 

Mr.  Scott,  at  the  suggestion  of  several  of  his 
friends,  withdrew  his  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
the  restrictive  amendment,  adopted  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  motion  ot  Mr,  Taylor,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachnsetts,  Al- 
len of  New  York,  Baker,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Boden, 
Brush,  Boffam»  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell, 
Case,  Clagett,  Clai^,  Cook,  Crafts,'  Cnshman,  Dar- 
lington, Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Connecticat,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Fay,  Folger,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Gnyon,  Uackley,  Hall 
of  New  York,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Her- 
ridc,  Hibshman,  Heister,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kinsey, 
Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln^  Linn,  Livermore,  Lvman, 
Maday,  Mallary ,  Marchand,  Meedi,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore, 
Monell,  Morton ,  Moseley,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Massachu- 
setts, Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Phil- 
sou,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Ricb>  Richards,  Richmond,  Ro- 
gers, Ross,  Rnss,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,    Southard,   Stevens,  Street, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Tay- 
lor, Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Upham,  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Wallace,  Wendover,  Whitman,  and  Wood — 94. 
Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maiyland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bloomfield,   Brevard, 
Brown,  Bryan,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana, 
Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbreth, 
Culpeper,   Cnthbert,    Davidson,  Earle,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Ervin,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Fulterton, 
Garnett,  Hall  of  North  CaroHna,  Hardin,  Hill,  Holmes, 
Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee, 
Kent,  Little,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  McCreaiy^  McLane 
of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mason,  Meigs, 
Mercer,  Metcalf,  Neale,  Nalaon  of  Virginia,  Newton, 
Overstreet,   Parker  of  Virginia,  Pindin^,  Pindall, 
Queries,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Ringgold, 
Roberteon,  Settle,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Slocumb,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smjth  of  Virginia, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Storrs,  Strother,  Swearingen, 
Terrell,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield, 
Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Caro* 
lina— 86. 

So  the  House  concurred  in  the  restriction. 

Mr.  Taylor  then  renewed  a  motion  which  he 
had  made  imsuccessftilly  in  Committee,  to  amend 
the  last  section  of  the  bill,  by  striking  oat  the 
words  ''and  the  said  States,  when  formed,  shall  he 


admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof 
the  following :  "  and  if  the  same  ( the  constitution ) 
shall  be  approved  by  Congress,  the  said  Territory 
shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  upon 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States." 

This  question  was  briefly  supported  by  the 
mover,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs,  Scott, 
LowNUEs,  Mercer,  Floyd,  and  Hendricks  ; 
and,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Adams,  AUen  of  Massachusetts,  Al- 
len of  New  York,  Bnffum,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire, 
Clark,  Crafts,  Cnshman,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Dowse, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Fav,  Folger,  Forrest,  Fnller,  Guy  on,  Hackley,  Hemp- 
hilf,  Herrick,  Hoetetter,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lyman, 
Maelay,  Marchand,  Meech,  Morton,  Murray,  Patter- 
son, rhelp%  Philson,  Rich,  Rjchards,  Richmond, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Sergeant,  Storrs,  Strong  of  Vermont, 
Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tracy,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  and  Wood — 49. 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  AUen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of 
Vermont,  Baker,  Baldwin,^  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman, 
Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brown,  Brush,  Bryan, 
Burton,  Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Can- 
non, Case,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crawford, 
Crowell,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davidson, 
Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Ervin,  Fisher^  Floyd,  Foot,  Ford,Fullerton, 
Garnett,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania, 
Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin, 
Hazard,  Hendricks,  Hibshman,  Heister,  Hill,  Holmes, 
Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennes- 
nessee*  Kendall,  Kent,  Kinsey,  Little,  Lincoln,  Linn, 
Livermore,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  McOreary,  MoLane  of 
Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Mason, 
Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  8.  Muore,  Monell, 
Moseley,  Nea(e,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Over- 
street,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Virginia, 
Pinckney,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Randolph,  Ran- 
kin, Reed,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Russ,  Sampson, 
Settle,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Sloan,  Slocumb,  Smith 
ofNew  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smyth  qI  Vir- 
ginia, A.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina, 
Southard,  Stevens,  Street,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  I'om- 
linson,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tuc- 
ker of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker  of  North  Caro- 
linA,  Warfield,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams 
of  North  Carolina— 125. 

The  question  recurring  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time, 

Mr.  Storrs  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding 
thereto  a  new  section,  providing  for  the  exclusion 
of  slavery  from  all  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States  westof  the  Mississippi  and  north  of  thirty-six 
degrees  thirty  minutes  of  north  latitude,  excepting 
tke  proposed  State  of  Missouri---(the  amendment 
commonly  called  the  compromise.) 

Mr.  Randolph  spoke  a  short  time  against  this 
amendment. 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  the  words  "  thirty-six  degrees  thirty 
minutes  north  latitude,"  so  as  to  leave  the  provi- 
sion applicable  to  all  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States. 
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Mr.  Clark  mad«  a  few  remarks  against  the 
ropiety  of  introducins  the  amendment  offered 
y  Mr.  Storrs  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  Randolph  stated  mach  at  large,  the  rea- 
sons why  he  should  vote  against  the  compromise. 

Mr.  Foot  explained  the  object  of  his  motion, 
which  was,,  chiefly  to  attempt  an  accommodation 
of  conflicting  opinions  on  this  subject,  of  stripping 
the  qu&stion  of  the  Constititutional  difficulty,  and 
to  test  the  sincerity  of  those  who  had  maintained 
the  restriction. 

Mr.  Cobb  spoke  at  considerable  length,  and 
very  warmly,  against  all  restriction  whatever,  as 
tending  to  universal  emancipation. 

Mr.  Storrs  rose  and  stated  that,  from  the  con- 
sideration that  his  proposition  might  create  delay 
in  the  passage  of  the  Dili,  by  drawing  out  a  long 
discussion,  and  thus,  by  procrastinating  any  result 
froi^i  the  conference  between  the  two  Houses. 
operate  to  delay  the  admission  of  Maine  beyoan 
the  4th  of  Mareh,  the  time  to  which  she  had  been 
limited  by  the  parent  State-4ie  would  withdraw 
hisproposition. 

Tne  Question  was  then,  at  length  taken,  on  or- 
dering die  bill  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Adam^y  Allen  of  N«w  York,  An- 
derson, Baker,  Bateman,  Beecber,  Bodeo,  Brash,  Buf- 
fam,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case,  Cla- 
gett,  Clark,  Cook,  Crafts,  Coshman,  Darlington,  Den- 
nison,  Dewitt,  Dickinaon,  Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of 
Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Fay,  Folger, 
Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of 
Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Halt  of  New  Yoik, 
Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Henick,  Hibsfaman,  Heister, 
Hill,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop, 
Lincoln,  Linn,  Lyman,  Maclay,  Mallaiy,  Marchand, 
Heech,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton,  Moaeley, 
Murray,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Plumer, 
Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Ruse,  Samp- 
son, Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey, 
Southard,  Stevens,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong 
of  New  York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins, 
Tracy,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover, 
Whitman,  and  Wood— 93. 

NiiT»--Mes8rs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tenn., 
Archer  of  Mary  land,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baldwin,  Ball, 
Barbour,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  BrOwn,  Bryan,  Burton, 
Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Cobbj  Cocke, 
Crawfonl,  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cnthbert, 
Davidson,  Earle,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Ervin, 
Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Fullerton,  Garnett,  Hall  of  North 
Carolina,  Hardin,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of 
Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Little,  Livermore, 
Lowndes,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mason,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf, 
Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Overstreet,  Par- 
ker of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Queries,  Randolph, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  ^  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Settle, 
Shaw,  8imkins,8lobumb,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith 
of  Virginia,  A*  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North 
Carolina,  Storrs,  Stiother,  Swearingen,  Trimble,  Tuc- 
ker of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler, 
Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Warfidd,  WilUans  of 
Virginia,  and  WilUams  of  North  CaioUna--«4. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 


time  to-monrow ;  and  a  little  after  8  o^clock,  the 
House  adjourned. 


WEDNEsnAY,  March  1. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
petition  of  tne  Grand  Lodge  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  (to  be  authorized  to  build  a  Masonic 
Hall  by  lottery ;)  which  report  was  read  and  con- 
curred in. 

Mr.  Cannon,  frcxn  the  Committee  on  the  Mi- 
litia, reported  a  bill  to  establish  an  uniform  mode 
of  discipline  and  field  exercise  for  the  militia  of 
the  United  States;  which  was  twice  read  aad 
committed* 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  communicating  the  infor- 
mation required  by  the  resolution  of  the24th  ultimo, 
in  relation  to  a  loan  of  gunpowder  made  to  the 
firm  of  Stull  dc  Williams. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  communicating  the 
information  required  by  the  resolution  of  the  22d 
ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  contracts  heretofore  made 
with  James  Johnson,  Alexander  McRea,  EUias 
Blarle,  and  Peter  Townsend,  for  the  delivery  of 
powder,  arms,  &c. 

These  communications  were  severally  read  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

Mr.  Whitman  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afikirs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  and  report  to  this  House  what 
right,  if  any.  Commodore  Stewart  had,  by  law  or  other- 
wise, to  require  that  men  whoso  terms  of  enliatmeot 
expired  while  on  the  Mediterranean  station,  should 
either  re-enlist,  or  forfeit  the  right  "  to  anv  claim  or 
provision  as  distressed  seamen,  from  the  Consuls  of 
the  United  States  in  Europe;"  and  what  right  existed 
at  the  Departments  of  the  Treasury  and  Navy  **  to  re- 
fuse remuneration  for  such  claims,"  as  stated  in  a 
letter,  under  date  of  the  37th  January,  18S0,  addie«eed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  short  aebate  took  place  on  this  resolution,  in 
which  it  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and  was 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and 
Trimbl£  ;  in  the  conclusion  of  which  Mr.  Trim- 
BLB  moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid  on  the  table 
for  the  present  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

A  message  urom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit:  An  act  for  the  better  regulation  ci 
the  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes ;  An  act  ibr  the 
relief  of  Robert  Purdy ;  An  act  in  addition  to  an 
act,  entitled  ''An .act  regulating  the  Post  Office 
Establishment;"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bartho- 
lomew Duverge ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Labedo- 
jere  de  Kermion;  and  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  McNeill :  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

DEATH  OF  DAVID  WALKER. 

Mr.  duABLBS,  of  Kentucky,  rose,  he  said  with 
feelings  which  he  could  not  express,  and  with  a 
mdancholy  very  sddom  experienced  by  him,  to 
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announce  to  the  House  the  distressing  iDtelliffence 
of  the  death  of  one  of  its  body ;  my  friend  and 
colleague  Major  David  Walkbr,  with  Christian 
fortitude,  about  eight  o'clock  this  morninjo;,  ex- 
changed, said  Mr.  ^,  a  world  of  cares,  of  tous  and 
difficulties,  for,  I  hope,  a  mansion  of  bliss. 

I  ofifer^  said  Mr.  d.,  for  consideration,  resolutions 
comportmg  with  the  wish  of  the  deceased.  While 
liyin^,.jniy  colleague,  by  profession  and  practice 
in  private  and  public  life,  was  a  plain  unafiected 
man.  He,  from  education,  had  an  abhorrence  of 
pomp  and  {Mirade.  He  desired  that  the  body  that 
was  clad  with  mourning  should  weep  with  mental 
distress.  He  had  seen  numerous  carriages,  filled 
with  persons  attending  funerals^  at  this  and  other 
places,  moving  with  solemnity  to  the  burial  ground, 
and  returning  from  it  with  no  evidences  of  sorrow. 
And  to  prevent  a  similar  spectacle,  connected  with 
his  remains,  did  he  make  the  request  contained  in. 
the  resolutions  I  now  offer.  The  Representatives 
from  Kentucky,  the  relatives  of  the  deceased,  and 
also  those  gentlemen  who  lived  with  him,  and 
whose  kindness  was  generously  aflforded  him  in 
his  sickness,  have  been  consulted  with  regard  to 
the  propriety  of  the  course  which  is  now  proposed, 
and  have  approved  it.  I  wish  that  this  oody  will 
consider  the  departure  from  the  usual  course  of 
proceeding  on  former  occasions  of  this  kind,  as 
arbing  from  none  other  than  the  purest  motives — 
the  most  sincere  respect  to  our  colleague — and  in 
this  House  a  desire  to  carry  into  execution  the 
dying  wish  of  one  of  its  bod  v.  I  hope  that  I  shall 
have  the  kind  indulgence  ot  my  brother  members, 
in  permitting  the  repeated  wishes  of  my  coUea^e 
to  be  carried  into  effect,  conformably  to  the  spirit 
of  the  resolutions  now  proposed. 

Mr.  Q,.  then  submitted  the  following  resolutions : 

Reaohedt  unanimously^  That  a  commtttea  be  ap- 

EMOied  to  take  order  for  BUperintending  the  funeral  of 
avid  Walker,  deceased,  lata  a  Representative  from  the 
State  of  Kentucky. 

Resolved,  Tbat  the  said  David  Walker  having  com- 
municated to  the  Speaker  of  this  Hoase,  and  the  hon- 
orable James  Barbour,  of  the  Senate,  ehortly  before  bis 
death,  his  wish  that  he  might  be  buried  without  pomp 
or  parade,  attended  by  a  few  only  of  his  friends,  in 
compliance  with  his  wish,  this  House  will,  on  this 
occasion,  not  conform  to  the  practice  which  has  here- 
tofore prevailed,  of  adjourning,  to  attend  the  funeral  of 
a  deceased  member. 

Reaohedf  further,  That,  in  conformity  with  the 
spirit  of  the  same  wish  of  the  deceased,  the  members 
of  this  House  will  depart  from  the  usage  of  wearing 
crape  for  one  month,  with  the  exception  of  those  whp 
may  voluntarily  choose  to  conform  to  said  usage. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  it  was  from  a  very  different 
sentiment  indeed  than  that  of  disrespect  to  their 
departed  brother  who  had  gone  to  his  account, 
that  he  rose  to  say  any  thinj^  on  this  melancholy 
occasion.  There  is  no  man  m  this  body,  said  Mr. 
R.,  in  whose  eyes,  at  this  time-*may  it  ne  so  at  all 
times! — ^the  wretched  strife  and  contention  of  am- 
bition appears  so  contemptible,  or  at  least  more 
low  and  contemptible,  ■  than  in  the  eyes  of  him 
who  now  addresses  you.  Sir,  I  cannot  consent 
to  continue  that  strife  under  existing  circum- 
stances I  I  will,  as  far  as  in  me  lies,  conform  to  the 

16di  Con.  Ist  SfiM^— 50 


letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  request  of  the  deceased. 
But,  while  1  conform  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
tbat  request — and,  sir,  it  is  such  an  one  as  I  should 
wish  made  in  my  own  behalf,  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances— I  cannot  consent  to  protract  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  most  Agitating  and  invidious  ques- 
tion which  was  ever  presented  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  since  the  institution  of  this 
Grovernment.  I  do  not  mean  to  cavil  about  the 
point  that  a  motion  not  to  adjourn  is  never  in 
order,  although  a  motion  to  adjourn  is  always  in 
order-— iar  be  such  a  spirit  from  me  at  all  times, 
but  more  especially  at  uie  present  time.  But,  said 
Mr.  R.,  I  wish  to  adhere  to  precedents  set  in  good 
times,  on  such  mourpful  occasions,  in  this  House. 
And,  if  precedents  are  valuable  on  any  occasion, 
they  are  to  be  adhered  to  in  those  decorous  and 
solemn  rites  which  all  people,  even  the  most  sav- 
age, pay  to  the  last  sad  relics  of  departed  hu- 
manity, and  in  which  the  infringement  of  estab- 
lished custom  strikes  as  a  jarring  discord  upon 
the  heart.  The  first  death  which  took  place  of  a 
member  of  this  House — and  I  ought  well  to  re- 
member it^^or  it  was  of  one  of  my  nearest  rela- 
tives, the  only  near  one  left  on  the  maternal  side — 
it  took  place  in  New  York,  in  the  month  of  June, 
1790,  when  Congress  sat  in  that  city — the  House 
resolved  that  the  delegation  of  Virginia  then  pre- 
sent (consisting,  when  full,  of  only  ten  members) 
should  be  a  committee  to  see  performed  the  last 
sad  offices  for  the  deceased.  The  next  day  they 
"resolved,  unanimously,  that  the  members  of  this 
House,  from  a  sincere  desire  of  showing  every 
mark  of  respect  due  to  the  memory  of  Theodorick 
Bland,  deceased,  late  a  member  thereof,  will  go  ia 
mourning  for  him  one  month,  by  the  usual  mode 
of  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm.'*  As  the  mem- 
ber in  question  was,  if  not  in  affluent,  yet  in  inde- 
pendent circumstances,  it  was  ordered  that  a  sum 
equal  to  his  travelling  expenses,  had  he  lived  to 
return  to  Virginia,  shoula  be  allowed  for  the  ex- 
pense of  removing  him  to  his  last  sad  home  in  this 
world.  I  mean,  sir,  the  travelling  allowance  was 
viewed  as  a  fund  to  which  the  deceased  member's 
executors  might  be  entitled,  and  therefore  applica- 
ble, under  the  direction  or  his  collaifiues,  to  the 
rites  of  sepulture.    His  executors  might,  if  they 

K leased,  have  re«ioved  the  body  to  the  family 
urial  ground.  The  funeral  was  neither  pompous 
nor  expensive ;  it  was,  what  it  ought  to  have  been, 
decent  Christian  burial.  Other  cases  had  occur- 
red, Mr.  R.  continued,  which  he  remembered,  in 
Philadelphia;  two  particularly,  of  members  from 
North  Carolina.  On  those  occasions,  a  particular 
friend  of  his,  who  has  been  a  member  of  Congress 
from  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution 
by  North  Carolina,  was  appointed  on  the  com- 
mittee to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  in- 
terment, in  the  case  of  Mr.  Burgess,  of  Edenton, 
he  believed,  and  in  that  of  Mr.  Bryan,  of  Ncw- 
bem,  he  was  sure,  in  conjunction  with  a  colleague 
of  his  (Mr.  Thomas  Blount,)  since  also  gone 
where  all  flesh  must  go.  On  that  occasion  this 
rule  was  also  observed.  During  the  first  session 
of  Congress  here^  (the  last  of  Mr.  Adams's  ad- 
ministration,) this  House  lost  one  of  its  moat 
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raluable  members,  in  the  person  of  a  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Jones.;  Id  this  case  the  rule 
was  stiU  adhered  to.  But)  at  a  succeeding  ses- 
sion, the  first  under  the  new  administration,  and 
the  only  bad  example  set  at  the  time — Mr.  R.  re- 
gretted it  the  more,  as  he  felt  his  full  share  of  all 
responsibility  incurred  at  that  time — on  the  death 
of  the  delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Mississippi, 

fMr.  Hunter^  the  rule  was  departed  from ;  then, 
or  the  first  tim«,  lyas  the  practice  adopted  of  pro- 
viding a  funeral  at  the  public  expense,  be  that 
expense  what  it  might ;  and  that  rule,  under  which 
gross  abuses  have  been  practised,  has  continued 
ever  since  to  be  observed,  or  rather  to  be  abused; 
and  tbis  without  any  change  in  the  accustomed 
form  of  attending  the  funeral  and  wearing  crape 
for  a  month.  Why  not,  then,  in  this  case,  said 
Mr.  R.,  comply  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
request  of  the  deceased,  without  departing  from 
the  established  form,  and  ^ret  ^et  back,  if  I  mav  so 
exjnress  myself,  to  first  principles,  on  thb  melan- 
choly occasion?  Mr.  R.  adverted  to  the  funeral 
of  a  former  Vice  President.  To  what  man  does 
the  cause  of  American  Independence  owe  more, 
with  one  single  exception,  tnan  to  Deorge  Clin- 
ton? None;  none,  sir.  If  anv  man's  remains 
mi^ht  claim  a  funeiral  at  the  public  expense,  surely 
it  is  those  of  him  whose  death  bathed  a  nation  in 
tears.  Next  to  that  man,  or  as  near  as  any,  in  the 
cause  of  the  Revolution,  stood  Greorge  Clinton. 
But  a  funeral  at  the  public  expense  ouffht  to  be 
considered  as  the  highest  public  honor  wnich  the 
nation  could  bestow.  Ought  ir,  then,  to  be  con- 
sidered a  matter  of  course,  that,  whenever  a  mem- 
ber of  either  House  of  Congress,  or  a  Territorial 
Delegate  or  a  Vice  President,  or  even  a  President 
of  the  United  States,  nhall  leave  thb  bustling, 
sorrv  world,  we  shall  follow  him  (perhaps  nothing 
loath)  to.  the  sprave,  and  the  sumptuous  funeral  be 
defrayed  at  ttie  public  charge?  It  was  not  the 
money  price  of  which  he  spoke.  Recollect  the 
case  of  the  late  William  Pitt.  What  was  the 
distinction  taken  on  that  occasion?  And  by 
whom  was  a  public  funeral  of  that  great  states- 
man^ who  for  more  than  twenty  years  had  filled 
the  first  place  in  the  eyes  of  Europe,  opposed? 
By  a  man  whom  I  may  call,  and  will  call,  ultimus 
Anf[lonun--by  William  Windham;  by  the  fa- 
vorite disciple  of  Edmund  Burke,  the  tourth  but 
not  the  least  star  in  the  great  constellation  of  Eng- 
lish statesmen  that  is  set  for  ever.  It  was  this — 
he  would  pay  the  debts  of  this  eminent  man;  his 
great,  and  disinterested  public  services  deserved  it 
at  the  hands  of  the  nation ;  but  he  would  give  no 
unsuccessfU  statesman,  and  such  he  considered 
Mr.  Pitt  to  have  been,  a  funeral  at  the  public  ex- 
pense. Mr.  R.  hoped  the  House  would,  in  the 
present  case,  go  on  in  the  usual  course;  and  thatj 
while  it  complied  with  the  established  form,  it 
would  at  the  same  time  comply  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  fulfil  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  request  of 
the  deceased. 

The  Spbaker  rose  and  observed  that,  as  he  was 
referred  to  in  the  resolutions,  he  would  ask  leave 
of  the  House  to  state  what  had  passed  between  the 
deceased  and  himself  on  the  subject  The  Speaker 


then  briefly  recapitulated  the  cooversatioBS  which 
had  taken  place  between  himsdf  and  the  deceased, 
which  corroborated  and  supported  the  statement 
contained  in  the  resolution. 

A  few  remarks  were  subjoine'd  by  Mr.  Clark 
and  Mr.  Culpeper,  in  approbation  of  the  wishes 
of  the  deceased,  when  the  question  was  taken  on 
each  resolution  separately,  (a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion havinff  been  required  by  Mr.  Walkbr,  of 
North  CarcMina,)  and  they  were  severally  agreed 
to,  mm,  con. 

A  committee  was  appointed  accordlnffly,  con- 
sisting of  the  entire  delegation  from  Kentucky, 
with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Clav.  (Speaker,)  and 
with  the  addition  of  Messrs.  Barbour,  Sbav, 
Tatloi,  and  Cctrbert. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  the  House  agreed 
that  when  it  adjourned,  it  would  adjourn  lo  twelve 
o'clock  to-morrow. 

Mr.  R.  then  moved  an  adjournment,  bat  the 
motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  people  c^ 
the  Missouri  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  ^vemment^  and  for  the  admission  of  sucfa 
State  mto  the  Union,  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
the  question  stated,  Shall  the  bill  pass?" 

Mr.  Ranoolph  rose,  and  spoke  more  than  three 
hours  against  the  passage  of  the  bill,  on  thegrouod 
of  the  unconstitutional  and  unjust  restriction  which 
it  imposed  on  the  peo|)le  of  Missouri,  as  a  condi> 
tion  of  their  admission  into  the  Union,  ^.  When 
Mr.  R.  had  concluded, 

Mr.  Holmes  caUed  for  the  previous  question. 

The  call  being  sustained  by  the  House,  the  pre- 
vious question  was  accordiUKly  stated,  "  Shall  the 
main  question  be  now  nut?"  which  being  agreed 
to,  the  question  was  taken  on  passing  the  hill,  and 
decided  in  the  afilrmative — yeas  91,  nays  82^  as 
follows : 

ITxAS — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York»  Baker, 
Bateman,  Beecher,  Boden,  Brush,  Baffum,  Campbell, 
Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cook,  Crafts,  Coahoian,  Dar- 
lington, DenniM>n,  Dewitt  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Eddj, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Fay,  Folger,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Groea  of  Pennsylvania,  Gayon,  Hackley,  Hall 
of  New  York,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Her- 
rick,  Hibshman,  Heister,  Hill,  Hostetter,  Kendall, 
Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Lyman,  Mt- 
day,  Marchand,  Meecb,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell, 
Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Maaaachnsetts, 
Parker  of  Massachusetts.  Patterson,  Phelps,  Philaon, 
Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Rogers, 
Rosa,  Rttsa,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Silabee,  Sloan,  Smith 
of  N.  Jersey,  Soutbsrd,  Stevens,  Street,  Strong  of  Vt, 
Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tom  I  inson,  Tomp- 
kina,  Tracy,  Upham,  Van  Renaselaer,  Wallace,  Wen- 
dover.  Whitman  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennaaaee,  An- 
demon.  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Bald- 
win, Barbour,  Bayly,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown, 
Bryan,  Burton,  Barwell,  Butlfer  of  Louisiana,  Cannon, 
Cobb,  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  David- 
son, Earle,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Ervin,  Fiaher, 
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Flojd^Foot,  FsUertoD,  GarMit,  Hdl  of  North  Caro- 
Una,  Hardin,  Hoiffi«a»  Hooka,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Vir- 
ginia, Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Little,  Lowndes, 
McCoy,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of 
Kentvcky,  Mason.  Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  NeaJe,  Nel* 
son  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Virgi- 
nia, Finckney,  Pindall,  Qaarles,  Randolph,  Kankin, 
Reed,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Settle,  Sbaw,  Sim- 
kins,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina, 
Storrs,  Strother,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Trimble,  Tacker 
of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  Sonth  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker 
of  North  Carolina,  Warfield,  Willtama  of  Virginia, 
afid  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 

^^■■•■■"^ 

Thursday,  March  2. 

Jambs  Woodson  Bates  appeared,  produced  his 
credcstials,  was  qusHfied,  uia  took  his  seat  as  the 
I>elegate  from  the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  Sbrgbany  presented  a  memoriai  and  petition 
of  WilUam  Bayard,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  raer* 
climnt,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  others,  holders  of 
property  in  the  thf  ee  per  cent,  stocks  of  the  United 
States,  representing  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
of  the  public  lands  in  the  Western  territory  were, 
by  the  act  of  the  4th  of  August,  1790,  pledffed^  in 
the  most  formal  and  solemn  manner,  towao'ds  sink- 
ing or  discharging  the  said  stocks;  tnat  the  holders 
of  the  said  stocks^  since  its  first  creation,  have  done 
no  other  act  tendms  to  show  that  they  had  given 
up,  in  any  degree,  their  reliance  on  the  faith  of  the 
Gtovernment,  so  expressly  pledged  originally,  that 
the  proceeds  of  the  said  western  lands  should  be 
applied  to  extinguish  their  stocks;  on  the  contrary, 
they  have  retained  their  fall  faith  and  reliance  on 
the  promises  of  the  Government,  and  still  retain 
it;  they,  therefore,  pray  that  Congress  will  take 
their  case  into  consideration,  and  make  such  pro* 
vision  as  justice  may  require. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  BoTLEB,  of  Louisiana,  presented  sundry  re- 
scdutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  remonstrating  against  any  change  in 
the  system  heretofore,  and  now,  existing  for  the 
disposal  of  the  lan&  of  the  United  States ;  which 
resolutions  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  PiHCKNEY,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill,  to  restore  to  all  the 
States  which  have,  in  cessions,  omitted  to  retain 
the  same,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  territory  ceded  to 
the  United  States  for  forts,  arsenah*,  dock-yards, 
and  barracks,  so  far  as  respects  the  executum  of 
their  State  laws,  for  the  prevention  and  punish- 
ment of  crimes,  and  recovery  of  debts;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  appoint  a  receiver  of  the  public  moneys, 
and  register  of  the  land  office,  for  the  district  of 
Laurence  county,  in  the  Arkansas  Territory ;  and 
the  bill  being  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed, and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhba,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Revolutionaiy  Claims  were  instruct- 
ed to  inqtiire  into  the  expeaiency  of  reviving,  and 
continuing  in  force,  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  persons  disabled  by  known  wounds  re- 
ceived during  the  Revolutionary  war,"  passed 
April  10th,  1806;  which  act  was  after waras  re- 
vived, and  continued  in  force  for  the  term  of  six 
years,  by  an  act  of  the  25th  of  April,  1812,  as  in 
said  act  declared,  and  is  since  expired. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  four  tnousand  copies  of 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  upon 
the  subject  of  the  currencv  of  the  country,  were 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  tne  Use  of  the  members 
of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Batsman,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  requiring,  by  law,  the  marshals  of 
the  several  districts  in  selling  real  estate  by  virtne 
of  execution,  to  hold  such  sale  in  the  city  or  connty 
in  which  such  real  estate  shall  be  situate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BALnwiN,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  required  to  communicate  to  tlua 
House  the  state  i3€  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statesi 
on  the  first  days  of  March,  June,  and  December 
last. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooks,  a  committee  was  ap* 
pointed  to  inquire  into  the  im)priety  of  providing, 
by  law,  for  an  eanitable  adjustment  of  the  accounts 
01  Andrew  Mctntire,  deceased,  late  collector  of 
direct  tax  and  internal  duties  in  the  sixth  collec- 
tion district  of  North  Carolina,  and  that  they  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs. 
Hooks.  Slocumb,  and  Settle,  were  appointed 
the  said  committee. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit: 

1.  An  act  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  trade 
with  the  Indian  tribes ; 

2.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishinent ;" 

3.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Purdy ; 

4.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bartholomew  Duvem ; 

5.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Labedoyere  de  Ker- 
meon;  and, 

6.  An  act  for  therekief  of  Joseph 'McNeil;  were 
severally  read  the  first  and  second  time^  and  refer- 
red ;  the  first  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiairs. 
the  second  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Ofl^e  and 
Post  Roads,  and  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth, 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

A  Message  was  received  frorb  the  PBESinctrT 
OP  TRB  United  States,  which  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows,  viz: 

To  the  House  of  RepreBentaiivoB  of  the  United  States  .* 
In  compliance  with  arstolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  4th  of  Febmary  last,  requesting  to 
be  informed  what  progress  hss  been  made  in  sarvey-  ' 
ing  certain  parts  of  the  cosst  of  North  Carolina,  and 
in  ascertaining  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  ex- 
treme points  of  Cape  Hstterai»  Cape  Lookout,  and 
Cape  rear,  aceording  to  a  resolution  of  the  19th  of 
January,  1819, 1  have  to  state,  that  it  is  intended  to 
carry  the  resolution  of  the  19th  of  March  into  effect  in 
the  present  year.  The  co-operstion  of  the  board  of 
engineers  wi&i  naval  commissioners  being  neoessaxy 
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in  executing  that  daty,  and  the  board  having  been  en- 
gaged last  year  in  turveying  the  eaatern  coast  of  our 
Union,  it  would  have  interfered  with  previous  arrange- 
ments, and  been  attended  with  increased  eipen8e,had 
they  withdrawn  from  it.  The  board  will,  however,  be 
employed  during  the  present  Summer  in  the  regular 
execution  of  its  duties  in  the  survey  of  the  coast  of 
North  Carolina,  when  instructions  will  be  given  it  to 
afibrd  the  necessary  aid  to  carry  the  resolution  of  the 
19th  of  January  of  the  last  year  into  efiect 

JAMES  MONROE. 
March  1,  1820. 

The  said  Message  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Str OTHER  made  an  unsuccessful  motion  to 
take  up  the  joint  resolution  now  lying  on  the  ta- 
ble, to  authorize  the  publication  of  the  secret  jour- 
nal of  the  old  Congress. 

The  House  next  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole '(Mr.  Storrs  in  the  chair)  on  the  bills  for 
establishing  United  States  courts  in  Maine  and 
Alabama.  The  Committee  got  through  the  de- 
tails of  the  first  bill,  and  made  some  progress  in 
the  second,  when  the  Committee  rose,  reported 
progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  from  this 
House,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  people  of 
the  Territory  of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of 
such  State  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,"  with  amendments ;  they 
have  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Frederick  Goetz  and  Carl  W.  Westphal, 
and  of  the  heirs  of  Abraham  Neppes,  deceased ;" 
in  which  amendments  and  bill  tney  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  that  the  House 
should,  by  general  consent,  agree  now  to  take  up 
(out  of  Its  order)  the  Navy  appropriation  bill. 
This  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  S.  moved  to  postpone  the  preceding  orders 
of  the  day,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  said 
bill.  This  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Houise 
then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  appropriation  bills. 

Mr.  Rando;.ph  rose  to  object  to  this  mode  of 
getting  at  the  consideration  of  important  bills,  out 
of  their  turn^-of  being  taken  by  surprise— and  to 
regret  the  change  in  the  rules  which  permitted,  by 
any  motion,  the  taking  up  of  bills,  except  on  the 
day  set  for  them.  Money  bills,  of  all  others,  ought 
not  to  be  taken  up  without  due  notice;  which  was 
proper,  to  enable  members  to  come  prepared  for 
their  investigation.  He  would  not  allow  any  mo- 
ney bill  to  pass  without  strict  examination.  He 
would  take  the  ipse  diccit  of  no  man,  in  passing  be- 
tween the  people  and  appropriations  even  for  the 
NavVj  which  had  fought  itself  into  favor.  He, 
.  theretore,  moved  that  the  ComraiiUfee  now  rise. 

Mr.  Smith  replied,  that  he  Jiad.  three  days  ago, 
in  his  place,  given  notic^  to  thej  House  that  he 
should,  as  soon  as  the  di^ci^^ioii  of  the, Missouri 


bill  had  been  .hTf>yigk\.yXo  ^  clpsej'  movie,  .to  take 
up  the  appj^niaiioiiiJbitl^    |ieha4.inoW  AQ^ 


to  take  them  up,  because  the  public  service  'was 
suffering  for  the  want  of  appropriations.  He 
stated  further,  that,  though  it  had  never  been  the 
usa^e  before,  it  had  always  been  his  practice,  since 
he  had  been  chairman  of^  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  ^ive  notice  when  he  should  call  up 
appropriation  bills. 

Mr.  Clay  (Speaker)  explained  the  reasons  for 
the  change  in  the  practice  of  the  House,  by  -which 
the  orders  were  called  regularly,  as  they  followed 
on  the  docket  of  the  House.    He  then  expressed 
his  hope  that  the  Committee  would  rise ;  the  Mis- 
souri bill,  in  fact,  was  not  yet  disposed  of,  and  un- 
til it  was,  he,  for  one,  was  unwilling  to  go  into 
any  other  important  business.   The  bills  before  the 
Committee  were  those,  on  which  the  great  ques- 
tion was  to  be  decided,  of  how  the  deficit  in  the 
Treasury,  whether  by  taxes,  loans,  or  otherwise, 
was  to  be  supplied.    The  House  was  not  now  in  a 
moral  condition  for  the  consideration  of  such  ques- 
tions.   He  not  only  wished  the  Missouri  bill  to  be 
first  finally  disposed  of,  but  really  he  wanted  a 
day's  rest  for  the  body  as  well  as  the  mind,  after 
the  settlement  of  this  agitating  and  laboriotis  sub- 
ject.   He  hoped,  therefore,  the  Committee  would 
rise,  with  an  understanding  that  it  would  take  up 
the  appropriation  bills  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Smith  said  it  would  be  very  unwise  in  him 
to  press  the  consideration  of  these  bills,  contrary 
to  the  wishes  of  the  Committee ;  and  he  therefore 
acquiesced  in  the  motion  for  the  Committee  to 
rise.  Mr.  S.  took  this  occasion  to  say,  that  he 
hoped  he  was  not  considered  under  any  necessity, 
from  the  situation  which  he  occupied,  of  defend- 
ing any  measure  or  any  appropriation.  He  con- 
sidered himself  here  a  member  of  the  House,  and 
would  freely  exercise  his  opinion  on  all  subjects 
whatever. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again. 

THE  MI880UKI  BILL. 

The  message  received  from  the  Senate  announced 
that  they  had  passed  the  Missouri  bill,  with  an 
amendment ;  which  amendment  wan,  in  substance, 
to  strike  out  the  slavery  restriction,  and  insert,  in 
lieu  thereof,  the  clause  (Mr.  Thomas's  and  Mr. 
Storrs'b  original  proposition)  to  exclude  slavery 
fr9m  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  north  of  36^  3(/  north  latitude,  ex- 
cept within  tne  proposed  State  of  Missouri. 

On  motion  or  Mr.  Holmes,  this  message  was 
laid  on  the  table  long  enough  to  give  him  an  op- 
portunity to  make  a  report  from  the  committee  of 
conference ;  which  report  is  as  follows : 

Mr.  HoiiiBS,  from  the  manoger»  appointed  on  the 
pftrt  of  this  House,  to  attend  a  conference  with  the 
managers  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  upon 
the  auhject-matter  of  the  disagreeing  votea  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  of  this  Houfte,  entitled  *'An  act  providing  for 
the  admiaeion  of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union/' 
made  the  following  report: 

1.  That  they  recommend  to  the  Senate  to  recede 
from  their  amendments  to  the  said  hill. 

3.  That  they  recommend  to  the  two  Houses  to  agree 
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to  strike  not  t)ie  fourth  tcctioa  of  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  now  pending  in  the  Senate, 
entitled  '*An  act  to  authorize  the  people  of  Missouri 
to  form  a  conititution  and  State  government,  and  for 
the  admiMion  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,"  the  following  pro- 
viso, in  the  following  words:  "And  shall  ordain  and 
establish  that  there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  invol- 
untary servitude,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of 
crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  con- 
Ticted:  Provided-,  always,  That  any  person  escap- 
ing into  the  same,  from  whom  labor  or  service  is  law- 
fully claimed  in  any  other  State,  such  fugitive  may  be 
lawfully  reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to  the  person  claim- 
ing his  or  her  labor  or  service,  as  aforesaid :  Provided, 
■neverihele$».  That  the  said  provision  shall  not  he  con- 
strued to  alter  the  condition  or  civil  rights  of  any  per- 
son now  held  to  service  or  labor  in  the  said  Territory." 

And  that  the  following;  provision  be  added  to 
the  bill : 

8xc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  all  that 
territory  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States,  under 
the  name  of  *•*  Louisiana,"  which  lies  north  of  thirty- 
aix  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  north  latitude,  not 
incloded  within  the  limits  of  the  State  contemplated 
by  this  act,  slavery  and  involuntary  servitude,  other- 
wise than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes  whereof  the 
garty  shall  have  been  duly  convicted,  shall  be,  and  is 
erebj,  forever  prohibited:  Provided,  alwaye.  That 
any  person  escaping  into  the  same,  from  whom  labor 
or  service  is  lawfully  claimed  in  any  other  State  or 
Territory  of  the  United  States,  such  fugitive  may  t^ 
lawfully  reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to  the  person  claim- 
ing his  or  her  labor  or  service,  as  aforesaid. 

The  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Bebcbeb  then  i^oved  to  print  the  report. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Lowndes,  on 
the  ground  that  it  would  imply  a  determination 
in  the  House  to  delay  a  decision  of  the  subject  to- 
day, which,  he  had  hoped  the  House  was  fully 
prepared  for. 

Some  conyersation  passed  on  this  motion  be- 
tween Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Lowndes,  on  the  pro- 
priety of  proceeding  to  act  in  this  House,  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  committee,  before  the  Sen- 
ate had  given  the  pledge  required  of  them  of  first 
adopting  the  report  bv  receding  from  the  amend- 
ments to  the  Maine  oill,  in  ^ich  Mr.  Tatlob 
opposed  such  proceeding,  and  Mr.  Lowndes  was 
in  favor  of  it ;  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  wrong  to 
put  in  jeopardy  a  satisfactory  settlement  of  this 
question,  from  an  adherence  to  a  mere  jpoint  of  eti- 
quette and  order ;  that  the  House  could  not  fear 
that  the  Senate  would  adopt  the  recommendation 
to  recede  from  their  amendments,  as  the  commit^ 
tee  of  conference  was  unanimous  in  their  report, 
with  the  exception  of  one  member  from  this  House, 
{Mr.  Tatlob,)  and  became  us  further,  as  the  dis- 
position of  the  Senate  to  admit  Maine  could  not 
be  doubted,  they  would  have  no  motive  to  adhere 
to  their  amendments  if  this  House  should  adopt 
the  report,  dbc. 

A  long  debate  took  place  on  the  question  ofprint- 
ing,  or  rather  on  the  question  whether  this  House 
^should  act  on  the  second  and  third  propositions- of 
the  committee  of  conference,  before  the  Senate 


had  acted  on  the  first.  Those  against  acting  im-  - 
mediately,  and  in  favor  of  the  printing,  were 
Messrs.  Tatlob,  Livermore,  and  Whitman  ;  and 
those  who  opposed  the  printing,  were  Messrs. 
Lowndes,  Holmes,  Kinset,  Storrs,  Randolph, 
Brown,  Str other,  Campbell,  and  Parker  of 
Virginia.  * 

The  debate  had  continued  about  three  hours, 
when  Mr.  Beech er  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  Missouri  bill. 

The  question  was  divided  so  as  first  to  be  taken 
on  striking  out  the  restriction. 

yii.  Lowndes  spoke  briefly  in  support  of  the 
compromise  recommended  by  the  committee  of 
conference,  and  urg[ed  with  great  earnestness  the 
propriety  of  a  decision  which  would  restore  tran- 
quillity to  the  country — ^which  was  demanded  by 
everv  consideration  of  discretion,  of  moderation,  of 
wisdom,  and  of  virtue. 

Mr.  Holmes  followed  in  a  short  speech,  nearly 
to  the  same  effect. 

Mr.  Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  at  some 
length  in  favor  of  the  restriction,  and  against  a 
compromise. 

Mr.  Kinset,  of  New  Jersey  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  a  period  has  iiffw  arrived  when  it 
becomes  necessary  to  close  this  protracted  debate, 
and,  as  I  shall  vote  for  the  compromise  offered  by 
the  Senate,  it  is  proper  to  state  my  reasons  for  so 
doing.  We  have  arrived  at  an  awful  period  in 
the  history  of  our  empire,  when  it  behooves  every 
member  of  this  House  now  to  pause  and  consider 
that  on  the  next  st^  we  take  depends  the  fate  of 
unborn  millions.  I  nrmlr  believe  that  on  the  ques- 
tion now  before  us  rests  tn?  highest  interests  of  the 
whole  human  family.  Now,  sir,  is  to  be  tested, 
whether  this  grand  and  hitherto  successful  experi- 
ment of  free  government  is  to  continue,  or,  after 
more  than  forty  years  enjoyment  of  the  choicest 
blessings  of  Heaven  under  its  administration,  we 
are  to  break  asunder  on  a  dispute  concerning  the 
division  of  territorr.  Gentlemen  of  the  majority 
have  treated  the  idea  of  a  disunion  with  ridicule ; 
but,  to  my  mind,  it  presents  itself  in  all  the  horrid, 
gloomy  features  of  reality  y  and  when  we  unfold 
the  volume  of  pest  ages,  and,  in  the  history  of 
man,  trace  the  rise  and  fall  of  ffovernments,  we 
find  trifies,  light  as  air  compared  to  this,  dissolT- 
ing  the  most  powerful  confederacies,  and  over- 
turning extensive  empires.  If  we  inquire  what 
causes  operated  to  destroy  the  Amphictyonic  league 
or  dissolve  the  German  Confederacy,  in  almost 
every  case,  we  find  questions  of  territorial  jurisdio- 
tion.  And  what^  for  past  ages,  has  deluged  £u« 
rope  in  blood?  Disputes  concerning  territorial  gov- 
ernment. On  questions  of  this  high  jind  mighty 
import,  it  behooves  us  to  approach  with  the  most 
awful  considerations.  What  at  this  period  is  mat- 
ter of  conjecture^  may,  in  a  short  time,  become 
real  history.  It  is  not  a  question  like  that  hereto- 
fore, in  which  a  diversity  of  opinion  commingled 
in  the  same  society  where  a  division  of  sentiment, 
on  subjects  political,  spread  itself  over  the  whole 
Union ;  but^  on  this  question,  the  States  are  almost 
equally  divided.  And  what  is  the  ease  now  before 
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OS?  Opinions  from  -which  everv  ffentleman,  a  few 
months  past,  woidd  have  recoiled  back  with  hor- 
ror, as  treason  to  ima^fine,  are  now  unhesitatingly 
tlu^atened;  that  which  had  no  ideal  existence, 
engendering  as  this  discussion  proffresses,  assumes 
a  positive  shape,  and,  mixing  wi£  this  uxmropi- 
tious  debate,  presents  itself  in  all  the  dreadful  ap- 
pearances ot  realityr. .  May  €k)d,  in  mercy,  inspire 
us  with  a  conciliatory  sfurit,  to  disperse  its  mry 
and  dinpel  its  terrible  consequences. 

On  this  question,  which  for  near  six  weeks  has 
a^tated  ai^  convulsed  this  House,  I  hare  voted 
with  the  majority.  I  voted  the  same  at  the  last 
session.  But  I  wai  convinced,  should  we  persi^  to 
reject  the  olive  branch  now  ofiered,  the  most  dis- 
astrous consequences  will  follow.  Those  convic- 
tions are  confirmed  by  that  acerbity  of  expression 
arisinff  from  the  most  irritated  feelings,  wrought 
upon  by  what  our  Southern  brethren  conceive  un- 
kind, unjust,  determined  perseverance  of  the  ma- 
jority :  and  to  those  I  now  beg  leave  to  address 
myself.  Do  our  Southern  brethren  demand  an 
equal  division  of  this  wide-spread,  fertile  region ; 
this  common  property,  purchased  with  the  com- 
mon funds  of  tne  nation  ?  No  \  they  have  agreed 
to  fix  an  irrevocable  boundary,  beyond  which 
slavery  shall  never  {mss  ;  thereby  surrendering  to 
the  claims  of  humanity  and  the  non-slaveholding 
States,  to  the  enterprising  agriculturist  of  the 
NorUi,  the  Middle  and  Eastern  States,  nine-tenths 
of  the  country  in  question.  In  rejecting  so  rea- 
sonable a  proposition,  we  most  have  stronff  and 
powerful  reasons  to  justify  our  refusal ;  and  not- 
withstanding you  mav  plead  your  conscientious 
scruples,  be  it  rememBered  you  must  shortly  ac- 
count to  that  august  and  stem  tribunal-^-impartial 
history  and  the  strict  scrutiny  of  public  opinion. 
Can  you  plead  conscience  in  bar  to  such  a  com- 
promise ?  If  so,  how  reconcile  votes  you  have,  on 
similar  questions,  already  ffiven? 

When  Mississippi,  at  the  last  session,  was  re- 
ceived into  the  Union,  your  votes  made  slavery 
interminable.  At  the  present  session  you  have 
confirmed  slavery  forever,  and  by  the  constitutions 
of  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  rendered  future  Legis- 
latures incapable  of  ever  aWishing  this  ^eatest 
of  human  curses.  (In  those  two  votes,  I  sincerely 
thank  Qod  I  had  no  participation.)  On  those  oc- 
casions the  eloquence  of  your  orators  was  dumb. 
Where,  then,  was  this  overflowing  of  sympathetic 
philantnrc^  ?  Where,  then,  was  tnis  divine  moni- 
tor? Was  It  asleep,  or  had  its  powers  of  reminis- 
cence failed  to  operate?  Where,  then,  were  those 
chivalric  champions  who  now  fearlessly  brave  all 
consequences,  after  havinc  in  those  two  cases 
trampled  on  the  rights  oi  human  nature,  now 
boast  of  their  superior  humanity,  their  greater 
sifts  qS civilization  and  refinement?  If  you  really 
do  possess  any  of  those  characters,  in  a  superior 
degree,  you  are  in  a  tenfold  ratio  more  culpable 
than  our  Southern  brethren.  You  had  no  interest 
to  lead  you  aside  from  the  path  of  rectitude.  If 
now  the  pure  principles  of  humanity  alone  oper- 
ate on  your  minds,  m  the  rejecting  the  compro- 
mise now  ofiered,  where  then  were  those  vigilant 
sentinels,  those  guardians  of  the  rights  of  man  ? 


The  bias  of  education  was  against  you;  pablie 
opinion  in  opposition ;  and  yet,  either  needlessly  or 
willingly,  you  consented  to  the  deed,  ifes,  you 
have  assisted  in  enchaining,  and,  in  perpetuity,  rir- 
etting  the  galling  fetters  of  slavery  on  unborn  gen- 
erations ofthat  unhappy  people.  Do  not  attempt 
to  palter,  to  shuffle  with  your  consciences,  in  a 
double  sense.  The  rejecting  this  reasonable,  this 
equitable  compromise,  will  not  cure  your  wounded 
conscience.  It  will  not  be  blotted  out ;  the  craters 
of  the  Mississippi  cannot  obliterate  the  stain. 

When  called  upon*  to  assijiii  a  reason  for  TBreet- 
in^  it,  can  you  plead  princiide  in  exeuee?     Con- 
scientious scruples  are  not  bounded  by  the  Mis- 
sissippi, or  limited  to  the  latitude  of  36  degrees  90 
minutes;  when,  agreeably  to  the  observation  tA 
the  ffentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ranbolph,)  it 
would  require  a  clear  day  to  ascertain  its  operation. 
I  much  fear,  notwithstanding  all  your  solemn  as- 
severations, a  scrutinizing  public  will  ass^  other 
views,  other  motives;  and  what  more  probable 
than  that  unhallowed  one  of  political  ascendency  ? 
And  it  is  to  be  feared  that  a  lurking  amb^don,  tne 
bane  of  all  government,  has  had  too  great  an  in- 
fluence in  this  debate.    If  so,  it  is  time  now  to 
pause  before  we  pass  the  Rubicon  :  to  hesitate  be- 
fore it  is  too  late  to  retract.    In  persisting  in  our 
restriction  on  Missouri,  are  we  dealing  to  our  Ive- 
thren  of  the  South  the  same  measures  we  wouM 
be  willing  they  should  mete  to  us  ?    When,  with 
magnanimi^  unparalleled,  they  have  conceded  to 
us  nine-tenths  of  this  great  common  property,  can 
we  wish  to  deprive  them  of  the  remainder  ?   And 
whilst  gentlemen,  on  the  part  of  the  minority,  ar- 
roffate  to  themselves  a  greater  portion  of  moral 
refinement,  it  would  be  hiffhly  honorable  to  exhibit 
ffreater  manifestations  of  liberality  in  sentiment. 
We  perhaps  have  assumed  too  much  to  ourselves 
on  the  score  of  emancipation.  Has  that  geographi- 
cal line  which  divides  the  slave  from  the  ncm- 
slaveholding  States,  orijpinated  in  moral  or  physical 
causes,  or  in  both?    If  from  moral  principles,  its 
projB^ress  must  continue  to  keep  pace  widi  the  march 
of  intellect,  information,  and  the  divine  influence 
of  religion.    And  those  really  pious  and  zealous 
advocates  of  abolition  have  much  to  console  and 
congratulate  themselves  with  for  their  strenuous 
and  hallowed  labors.    When  retrospecting  but  a 
few  years,  and  slavery  spread  its  deleterious  in- 
fluence over  the  whole  of  this  Confederacy ;  when 
at  present  the  better  moiety  is  free.    This  has  been 
eflbcted,  under  Providence,  by  tfa«  mild  and  perse- 
vering influence  of  religion  and  reason,  co-opera- 
ting with  natural  and  physical  causes.    In  those 
^States  whose  soil  and  climate  are  only  calculated 
for  the  cultivation  of  the  cereal  gramiutt,  the  agri- 
culturist finds  the  labors  of  the  slave  unprofita&e; 
it  therefore  became  politic  and  necessary  to  do 
away  an  evil  whose  embarrassing  eflfects  must  con- 
tinually decrease,  in  place  of  adding  to  the  re- 
sources of  a  State. 

We  here  discover  a  combination  of  natural  and 
moral  causes  operating  to  remove  from  our  country 
this  greatest  of  evils.  And  shall  we  hesitatingly 
doubt  that  Providence,  having  done  so  much  in  so 
short  a  period,  will  shorten  his  purposes  in  behalf 
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of  that  unhai^y  race  of  men  ?  We  cannot ;  it 
would  be  impiety  in  the  extreme,  educated  as  I 
have  been  in  opposition  to  slavery.  For,  "  I  would 
not  hold  a  slave  for  all  the  sold  tnat  sinew&  bought 
or  sold,  have  ever  earned.  And  could  I  believe 
the  vote  I  am  now  about  to  give  would  add  one 
more  in  number  to  that  miserable  unhappy  'race,  I 
would  rather  perish  than  it  should  be  uttered.  Let 
us  not  deceive  ourselves.  I  much  doubt  whether 
justice  or  humanity  will  be  subserved  by  rejecting 
this  compromise.  It  has  been  contended  by  gen- 
tlemen on  this  floor  that  plavery,  so  far  trom 
strengthening,  has  a  tendency  to  weaken  those 
Governments  that  admit  it.  Does  our  desire  to 
circumscribe  it  wholly  within  its  present  limits 
manifest  friendly  or  fraternal  feelings  ?  Has  the 
language  used  m  this  debate  been  of  that  con- 
ciliatory character  that  tends  to  harmonize  and 
strengthen  the  bonds  of  union  ?  With  pain  I  have 
heard  language  that  harrows  up  the  feelin|[s  of  the 
soul ;  expressions  hostile  to  the  interest  oi  a  large 
portion  of  the  members  of  this  great  community. 
From  the  North  invidious  comparisons  have  been 
drawn  between  the  Northern  and  Southern  sec- 
tions, in  that  ever-memorable  contest  whose  glo- 
rious results  have  bestowed  on  us  the  proud  privi- 
leges of  here  leipslating.  Forever  perish  those 
odious  recriminations !  There  was  no  weU-fought 
field  in  which  we  have  not  stood  shoulder  to  shoul- 
der ;  no  battle  ground  in  which  our  blood  has  not 
mingled  in  common  together. 

In  that  great  political  strife  which  so  long  agi- 
tated the  councils  of  the  nation,  and  at  times 
threatened  to  tear -asunder  the  social  compact, 
have  our  friends  of  the  South  ever  deceived  us? 
Have  they  not,  at  all  times,  supported  the  cause  of 
republican  principles?    In  our  last  war,  com- 
menced for  aggressions  on  our  maritime  rights, 
States  the  least  commercial  were  behind  none  in 
their  patriotic  devotion  to  their  countrv.    Ken- 
tucky poured  forth  her  best  blood  at  tne  River 
Raisin ;  she  conquered  at  the  Thames.    The  brave 
and  gallant  troops  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee 
repelled  the  most  powerful  invasion  of  the  enemy, 
and,  by  that  victory,  erected  a  trophy  to  their 
patriotism  as  durable  as  the  stream  of  that  great 
father  of  rivers;  whilst  others,  the  most  commer- 
cial, shrunk  ingloriously  from  the  contest.    In 
drawing  the  cordon  of  restriction  around  the  pres- 
ent slaveholding  States,  are  we  not  violating  their 
rights,  increasing  their  apprehensions,  and  weak- 
ening their  moral  force?    This  is  not  christian 
charity ;  it  will  not  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the 
slave;  it  lightens  no  burdens;  it  soothes  no  pang 
of  his  agonized  bosom.    It  appears  more  like  put- 
ting in  practice  the  abominaole  doctrines  of  Mal- 
thus,  01  reducing  their  numbers  by  curtailing  their 
means,  of  subsistence.    As  you  weaken  the  powers 
of  the  master,  you  increase  the  infuriated  passions 
of  the  slave.    Fear  is  the  parent  of  tyranny,  and 
despotism  originates  from  tne  apprehension  ot  per- 
sonal security.    Having  had  the  honor  to  be  one 
of  the  committee  of  conference,  I  am  convinced  it 
is  the  only  alternative;  it  is  a  conciliatory  com- 
promise, Dy  which  the  non-slaveholding  States 
gain  much.    By  rescinding  the  restriction  on  Mis- 


souri, slavery  is  abolished  forever  over  a  tract  of 
country  that  is  ten  times  as  extensive.  And,  shall 
the  march  of  emigration  continue  to  progress  west- 
ward as  heretofore,  thai  wide-spread  region  will, 
in  a  few  years,  teem  with  the  most  enterprising, 
industrious,  intelligent  population  the  world  has 
ever  witnessed.  And,  in  yielding  the  question  in 
the  spirit  of  conciliatory  reciprocity,  to  whom  do 
we  concede  it  but  to  our  brethren?  Should  we 
now,  numerically,  carry  the  question,  it  will  be  a 
victory  snatched  from  our  brothers.  Oh !  it  will 
be  an  inglorious  triumph,  gained  at  the  hazard  of 
the  Union.  Humanity  shudders  at  the  thought. 
National  policy  forbids  it.  It  is  an  act  at  wmch 
no  good  man  will  rejoice,  no  friend  of  his  country 
can  approbate.  Sir,  a  number  on  the  part  of  the 
majority  have  opemy  and  repeatedly  acknowl- 
edged tne  justness,  the  propriety,  the  necessity,  oi 
a  compromise,  and  their  willingness  to  adopt  it. 
Should  the  question  of  Maine  h^  separated  from 
that  of  Missouri,  they  do  not  object  to  the  princi* 
pie,  but  to  the  manner  of  effecting  their  object. 
And  shall  we  hesitate  to  effect  so  desirable  an 
event  merely  from  ol^ections  as  to  form? 

And  when  we  return  to  our  constituents,  and, 
with  anxious  solicitude,  they  inquire,  what  have 
you  done  for  the  distressed  situation  of  agriculture? 
we  must  answer,  nothing:  the  embarrassmenus  of 
commerce?  nothing:  for  our  mouldering,  sinking, 
ruined  qianufactures?  nothing.  The  resources  of 
the  Government  are  lessening ;  the  arm  of  national 
industry  palsied ;  the  whole  body  politic  is  seized 
with  a  paralysis.  Refuse  the  compromise,  and 
this  arena  ot  the  national  council  becomes  the 
theatre  of  discord.  Hesitancy  displaces  mutual 
confidence;  we  doubt  each  others'  motives;  dis- 
trust each  others'  views.  Objects  adverse,  produce 
opposing  results ;  reciprocity  of  interest  destroyed, 
fraternity  of  feeling  perishes.  I  much  fear,  re- 
ject the  present  overture,  and  the  moral  cement  of 
the  body  politic  is  dissolved;  the  ligaments  of  this 
powerfal  Confederacy  are  torn  asunder,  and  this 
fair  and  promising  experiment  of  free  government, 
created  Dy  the  wisdom,  sacrifices,  and  patriotism 
of  our  fatners,  once  divided,  a  general  disintegra- 
tion ensues.  An  awful  responsibility  at  this  mo- 
ment rests  upon  us. 

Sir,  I  stand  here  as  the  representative  of  a  State, 
every  member  of  which  is  feelingly  alive  to  every 
subject  connected  with  the  interests,  the  advance- 
ment, the  consolidation  of  the  Union.  Our  con- 
stituents have  repoeed  in  us  their  most  important 
trusts ;  and.  whatever  may  be  the  objects  ot  a  few, 
the  great  wnole  expects  that  we  this  day  will  do 
our  duty ;  and  shall  we  now  betray  that  high  con- 
fidence—smother the  powerful  convictions  arising 
from  existing  circumstances,  and  shrink  from  re- 
sponsibility ?  No«  sir ;  I  cannot,  will  not,  desert 
what  I  conceive  tneir  highest  interests,  from  the 
apprehensions  of  their  disapprobation.  Their  suf- 
frages have  placed  me  in  a  situation  to  investigate 
causes  and  calculate  effects ;  to  trace  through  all 
its  sinuosities^  this,  more  than  all  others,  most  im- 
portant question. 

However  my  constituents  may  differ  with  me 
in  opinion,  such  are  the  convictions  pn  my  mind, 
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and  confident  I  am,  my  Grod.  my  conscience,  and 
my  country,  will  approve  tne  act.  It  is  a  por- 
tentous period,  in  which  we  ought  to  be  ready  to 
sacrifice  oar  prejudices,  our  popularity,  nay,  life 
itself,  on  the  altar  of  our  country's  good. 

Mr.  Stevens,  of  Connecticut,  said,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  am  pleased  to  obtain  the  floor,  a  favor  I  have 
sought  six  weeks ;  but  heretofore  without  success. 
The  unpleasant  result  has  been,  I  have  been  com- 
pelled reluctantly  to  record  my  vote  in  all  the  ques- 
tions taken  on  the  bill  under  consideration  without 
the  very  common  privilege  of  recording  my  reasons 
for  givmg  such  vote.  It  is  perfectly  easy  to  con- 
ceive the  difi&culty  in  which  one  is  involved  by 
such  a  train  of  adverse  circumstances;  we  fre- 
quently wonder  at  an  opinion  expressed,  and  con- 
demn the  author ;  but  on  hearing  the  reasons  for 
his  opinion  reverse  our  own  j — whether  this  would 
have  been  my  case  if  I  had  succeeded  in  getting  a 
chance  to  explain  my  motives  will  never  be  known ; 
because  I  did  not  obtain  that  opportunity. 

In  this  question  of  compromise  now  to  be  decided, 
I  am  more  fortunate,  I  now  have  the  floor,  and 
must  avail  myself  of  this  first  opportunity  to  state 
explicitly  that  I  have  listened  with  pain  to  the 
very  long  protracted  debate  that  has  been  had  on 
this  unfortunate  question ;  I  call  it  unfortunate, 
sir,  because  it  has  drawn  forth  the  worst  passions 
of  man  in  the  course  of  the  discussion.  I  have 
heard  gentlemen,  and  I  must  in  candor  say  gentle- 
meh  on  both  sides  of  the  question,  boast  of  sectional 
prowess,  and  of  sectional  achievements ;  and  re- 
mind gentlemen  from  opposite  sections  of  the 
Union,  that  they  had  not  so  fought  and  so  con- 
quered ;  or  left  such  conclusion  irresistibly  to  follow. 

I  want,  and  manifest  public  ffood  reauires,  that 
the  reverse  of  this  language  should  be  holden.  Let 
each  gentleman  boast  the  valor  of  the  inhabitants 
of  an  opposite  section  of  the  Union,  then  all  get 
the  praise  due  them,  and  in  a  way  infinitdy  more 
acceptable  to  gentlemen  of  becoming  modestv; 
and  surely  if  any  people  ever  merited  all  the 
praise  that  has  been  arrogated  instead  of  being  be- 
stowed, the  American  i)eople  do.  But  it  is  not  the 
inhabitants  of  any  section  of  America  that  exclu- 
sively merit  all  their  exalted  praise ;  but  the  Union 
collectively.  In  casting  my  eye  over  the  map  of 
my  country,  I  scarcely  discover  a  spot  on  it  but  is 
rendered  memorable  as  the  birth  place  of  some 
sage,  hero,  or  philosopher ;  if  these  occur  most  fre- 

?iuently  in  Connecticut  it  is  very  well — if  most 
requently  in  some  other  State,  very  well  \  it  is 
still  my  country.  Shall  I  forego  every  joy  of  my 
life  because  the  immortal  Washington  was  not 
born  in  that  State,  of  very  circumscribed  limits, 
in  which  I  was  bom '?  Preposterous  thought !  He 
was  born  in  America.  Tnat  is  enough  for  me. 
His  glory  reaches  us,  bottomed  on  merit,  and  scorns 
the  profiered  aid  of  mouldering  marble  to  perpet- 
uate it. 

If  the  deadliest  enemy  this  country  has.  or  ever 
had,  could  dictate  language  the  most  likely  to  de- 
stroy your  glory,  prosperity,  and  happiness,  would 
it  not  be  precisely  what  has  been  so  profusely  used 
in  this  debate— sectional  vaunting?  Most  un- 
doubtedly it  would.    If  the  fell  Spirit  of  Discord, 


the  prime  mover  of  sedition  and  rebellion  in  the 
heavenly  realms,  should  rack  his  hellish  invention 
for  the  same  malicious  purpose,  he  would  undoubt- 
edly pull  the  cord  of  sectional  prowess ;  he  would 
magnify  the  valorous  deeds  of  each  particular  State 
or  party  division,  and  distort  or  obliterate  all  the 
rest.  The  arch  planner  of  the  first  sedition  and 
rebellion  must  for  ever  despair  of  improving  on 
the  sad  invention.  

But,  sir,  gentlemen  start  at  the  mention — ^Why 
do  this  ?  You  hold  your  seats  by  the  tenure  of 
compromise.  The  Constitution  is  a  creature  of 
compromise  ;  it  originated  in  a  compromise ;  and 
has  existed  ever  since  by  a  perpetual  extension  and 
exercise  of  that  principle ;  and  must  continue  to 
do  so.  as  long  as  it  lasts. 

Wnen  your  Convention  met  for  its  formation, 
they  immediately  discovered  that  the  general  wel- 
fare, the  object  of  their  solicitude,  could  not  be  se- 
cured and  perpetuated,  without  giving  up  some- 
thing like  particular  rights ;  and  this  giving  up  of 
particular  rights,  to  secure  the  great  end  and  object 
of  their  meeting,  was  called  a  compromise. 

What  did  they  do  ?  They  debat^  some  months, 
and  then  came  to  the  obviously  necessary  result — 
compromise.  It  was  plainly  seen  then  as  now 
that,  to  obtain  the  object  sought,  it  was  necessary 
to  make  some  sacrifices  and  to  assume  some  evils. 
They  thus  thought  the  good  sought  was  worth  the 
sacrifices  necessary  to  obtain  it ;  and  now,  after 
thirty  years'  successful  experience,  who  dare  ar- 
raign tneir  wisdom  or  their  patriotism  ?  Rashness 
itsdf  must  forever  remain  dumb  to  this  demand. 

If  gentlemen  are  in  favor  of  any  compromise, 
it  is  a  fit  time  to  discuss  that  subject,  and  see  if 
any  can  be  hit  on  that  will  give  general  satis&c- 
tion. 

I  am  in  favor  of  a  compromise,  but  have  strong 
objections  to  that  now  under  consideration.  I 
greatly  fear  it  would  tend  to  perpetuate  the  evil 
we  seek  to  remedy.  The  south  bne  of  Pennsyl- 
vania State  and  the  Ohio  waters  now  form  tne 
boundary  line  between  the  two  parties.  If  70a 
continue  that  line  by  the  36°  3(y  of  north  latitude, 
to  the  Pacific  ocean,  I  fear  it  will  not  prove  a 
pacific  measure.  This  would  be  to  place  on  your 
records  a  perpetual  rallying  place  for  party. 

It  is  devoutly  to  be  wished  that  such  compro- 
mise might  be  hit  on  as  would  forever  put  an  end 
to  the  unhappy  existence  of  parties  in  their  pres- 
ent shape.  I  should  prefer  a  prohibition  of  the  ad- 
mission of  slaves,  into  that  State,  *&s  a  measure 
the  most  likely  to  efiect  that  desirable  object  The 
number  already  there  is  not  so  great  now  as  to  be 
a  subject  of  any  great  uneasiness  to  those  most 
opposed  to  the  continuance  of  slavery. 

Few  gentlemen  have  risen  in  debate  on  this 
question,  without  deeply  lamenting  (and  I  think 
with  great  reason)  the  existence  of  parties,  desig- 
nated by  geographical  lines  and  boundaries.  I 
also  deprecate  it,  as  being  a  divison  of  the  Union 
into  parties  so  equal  in  number,  wealth,  intelli- 
gence, and  extent  of  territory.  Indeed,  sir,  there 
is  no  view  of  this  unhappy  division  of  our  country, 
but  must  be  sickening  to  the  patriot,  and  in  direct 
violation  of  the  dictate  of  wisdom  and  the  last, 
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though  not  least,  important  advice  of  the  father 
and  Iriend  of  his  country.  He  forbids  the  use  of 
the  words  Northern  and  Southern,  Atlantic  and 
Western,  as  descriptive  of  the  various  parts  of 
your  country. 

And  will  you  forget  so  important  an  injunction, 
from  that  man,  in  so  short  a  time  ?  Was  there  no 
political  wisdom  in  the  command  ?  If  none,  why 
Las  it  been  so  long  venerated  ?  I  should  prefer  a 
compromise  forbidding  the  importation  of  any  more 
slaves  into  the  State  of  Missouri.  This,  I  think, 
would  allay  party  feelings,  drive  into  forgetfulness 
present  feuds,  and  satisfy  my  friends  to  the  North 
and  East,  with  whom  1  have  acted,  and  delight 
to  act.  In  common  with  them,  I  have  an  heredi- 
tary dislike  to  slavery,  strengthened  by  a  residence 
all  my  life,  to  the  present  time,  in  a  country  where 
in  does  not  exist.  I  honor  their  dislike  of  slavery, 
and  firmly  believe  there  is  not  a  gentleman  in  this 
House  but  deprecates  its  existence.  Agreeing  in 
this  all-important  point,  let  us  not  separate  because 
we  cannot  think  precisely  alike  of  tne  means  best 
calculated  to  eradicate  it.  Was  it  ever  known 
that  a  body  so  numerous  thought  exactly  alike 
throughout  any  one  'jmnd,  all^important  measure 
for  public  good,  in  all  the  detail  ?  And  is  not  the 
circumstance  of  a  division  in  sentiment  in  so.large 
a  body,  so  equal  in  point  of  number,  a  thing  that 
should  lead  both  to  suspect  they  may  be  wrong  ? 
Gentlemen  who  have  much  property  of  this  sort, 
I  agree,  are  deeply  interested ;  but  candor  must  at 
the  same  time  admit  they  have,  from  the  fact  of 
being  slaveholders,  much  practical  and  useful 
knowledge  on  this  subject  that  cannot  be  claimed 
by  non-slaveholders.  And  this  knowledge  is  ex- 
tremely useful,  not  to  say  indispensable,  especially 
as  to  tne  extent  of  the  evil  to  the  slaves  and  to  the 
community  generaUy.  This  knowledge  is  indis^ 
pensable  when  it  is  sought  to  effect  emancipation, 
on  terms  the  best  calculated  to  insure  infallible 
success,  and  to  effect  it  in  a  way  the  least  likely  to 
hazard  any  destructive  revolution  that  might,  in 
unskilfid  hands,  insure  more  evil  than  the  good 
intended.  If  we  admit  slaveholders  to  have  more 
knowledge  on  this  subject,  than,  from  the  nature 
of  the  case,  we  can  have,  their  voice  in  council 
should  not  be  entirely  unheeded. 

But,  sir,  we  have  now  arrived  at  a  point  at 
which  every  gentleman  agrees  something  must  be 
done.  A  precipice  lies  bdfore  us,  at  which  perdi- 
tion is  inevitaole.  Gentlemen  on  both  sides  of 
this  question,  and  in  both  Houses,  in  doors  and  out 
of  doors,  have  evinced  a  determination  that  au- 
gurs ill  of  the  high  destinies  of  this  country  ?  And 
who  does  not  tremble  for  the  consequences? 

I  do  not  here  speak  of  that  feeling  which  results 
from  an  apprehension  of  personal  danger.  No. 
sir ;  I  speak  of  that  feeling  which  agitates  the  soul 
of  every  jNitriot  when  his  country  is  in  danger. 
I  speak  ot  that  feeling,  without  a  susceptibility  of 
which  a  man  is  no  ornament  to  any  country.  I 
wish  not  to  be  misunderstood,  sir.  I  don't  pre- 
tend to  say  that  in  just  fire  calendar  months  your 
Union  will  be  at  an  end  :  your  Constitution  de- 
stroyed; your  proud  trophies,  won  in  the  most 
valiant  combat,  jHrofaned ;  glories  of  half  a  cen* 


tury,  gained  by  yourselves  and  your  departed 
friends,  and  unequalled  in  thehistory  of  any  country 
or  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  made  the  sport 
of  an  envying  world ;  and  all  this  in  a  sacrilegious 
contest,  at  the  end  of  which  no  wise  man  would 
ffive  a  pea-5traw  for  his  choice  on  which  side  to 
be  found,  as  the  victors  would  have  lost  all,  and 
the  vanquished  have  nothing  leA  to  excite  envy. 

But,  sir,  I  do  say,  and  for  the  verity  of  the  re- 
mark cite  the  lamentable  history  of  our  own  time, 
that  the  result  of  a  failure  to  compromise  at  this 
time,  in  the  way  now  proposed,  or  in  some  other 
way  satisfactory  to  both,  would  be  to  create  ruth- 
less hatred,  irradicable  jealousy,  and  a  total  forget- 
fulness of  the  ardor  of  patriotism,  to  which,  as  it 
has  heretofore  existed,  we  owe,  under  providence, 
more  solid  national  glory  and  social  happiness  than 
ever  before  was  possessed  by  any  people,  nation, 
kindred,  or  tongue,  under  Heaven. 

However  devoutly  it  is  to  be  wished  that  men. 
under  the  keen  anguish  of  disappointment  ana 
mortification,  were  wise,  patriotic,  moderate,  and 
obedient  to  the  laws,  we  nave  no  reason  to  expect 
it.  A  very  recent  example  of  the  base  lengths  of 
depravity  to  which  men  suffer  their  party  madness 
to  carry  them,  and  at  a  time  too  when  the  country  is 
in  the  deepest  distress,  will  forever  forbid  us  to 
cherish  this  vain  hope.  Not  according  entirely  in 
sentiment  with  the  proposed  compromise,  and  with 
the  hope  of  obtaining  a  better  by  a  free  commu- 
nication of  sentiment,  (and  when  I  say  better  I  do 
not  mean  better  for  any  particular  part  of  the 
Union,  but  better  for  the  whole,)  I  move  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  Mercer  followed  on  the  same  side,  with 

great  earnestness ;  and  had  spoken  about  half  an 
our,  when  he  was  compelled  by  indisposition  to 
resume  his  seat. 

The  previous  question  was  then  called ;  and  the 
House  naving  sustained  the  call  by  103  votes,  the 
main  question  was  put  on  concurring  with  the 
Senate  in  striking  out  of  the  bill  the  slavery  re- 
striction on  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative — ^yeas  90,  nays  87,  as  follows : 

Ybai — Measra.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
•ee,  AndenoD,  Archer  of  Maiylmnd,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia,  Baldwin,  Barbour,  Bayly,  BloomBeld,  Brevard, 
Brown,  Bryan,  Borton,  Borwell,  Bntler  of  Looistana, 
Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbreth, 
Calpeper,  Cutfabert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards 
of  North  Caiolina,  Erwin,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Pal- 
lerton,  Oamett,  HaU  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  HUl, 
Holmes,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of 
Tennessee,  Kent,  Ktnsey,  Little,  Lowndes,  McCoy, 
McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentu^ 
ky,  Mason,  Meigs,  Mercer,  MetcaK  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Virginia,  Newton,  Overstreet,  'Parker  of  Virginia, 
Pinckney,  Ptndalt,  Qaarles,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robcrteon,  Settle,  6haw,  Simkins, 
Slocumb,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Strotber,  Sweaiin- 
gen,  Terrell,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina.  Tyler,  Walker  of  North  Carolina, 
Warfield,  WUIiams  of  Virginia,  and  WUliams  of 
North  Carolinar—QO. 

NATs-^-Messm.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachvaetta, 
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AUen  of  New  York,  Bakor,  Bateman,  Boecfaer,  Bo- 
den,  Braih,  BofibiD,  Batter  of  New  Hampahife,  Camp- 
bell, Clagett,  Clark,  Cook,  CrafU,  Cushman,  Darling- 
ton,  Denniion,  Dewitt,  Dickinion,  Dowae,  Edwarda 
of  Pennaylvania,  Fay,  Folger,  Ford,  Forreat,  Faller, 
Groas  of  N.  York,  Grow  of  Pennsylvania,  Guy  on,  Hack- 
ley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hendricka, 
Herrick,  Hibshman,  Heiater,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kins 
ley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore,  Lyman,  Mac- 
lay,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Meech,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore, 
Monell,  Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Phelps, 
Philson,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond, 
Rogers^  Rosa,  Ross,  Bampson,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan, 
Southard,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Upham,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whitman,  Wood-^87. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  the  second 
ameDdment  of  the  Senate,  when — 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  striking  out  the  woirds  "  thirty-six  decrees  thirty 
minutes  north  latitude,"  and  inserting  aline  whicn 
would  exclude  slavery  from  all  the  territory  west 
of  the  Mississii^pi,  except  Louisiana,  Missouri,  and 
Arkansas. 

The  previous  question  was  again  demanded,  and 
again  sustained  by  a  majority  of  the  House.  The 
effect  of  the  previous  question  being  to  exclude  the 
question  on  the  amendment,  and  to  bring  it  back 
to  the  main  question — 

The  main  question  was  taken  on  concurring 
with  the  Senate  in  inserting  in  the  bill,  in  lieu  of 
the  State  restriction,  the  clause  inhibiting  slavery 
in  the  territory  north  of  thirty-six  decrees  thirty 
minutes  north  latitude,  and  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative — ^yeas  134,  nays  42,  as  follows : 

YxAs-^Messrs.  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Baker,  Bald- 
win, Bateman,  Bayly,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden, 
Brevard,  Brown,  Brash,  Bryan,  Butler  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Campbell,  Cannon,  Case,  Clagett,  Clarke, 
Cocke,  Cook,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Calbreth, 
Culpeper,  Cashman,  Cnthbert,  Darlington,  Davidson, 
Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Barle,  £ddy, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvaaia,  Fay,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot, 
Ford,  Forrest,  Faller,  Fullerton,  Groaa  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Gnyon,  Uackley,  Hall  of  -New  York,  Hardin, 
Hanurd,  Hemphill,  Hendricka,  Herriek,  Hibahmaa, 
Heiater,  Hill,  Holmea,  Hoatetter,  Kendall,  Kent,  Ktn- 
aey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Little,  Linooln,  Linn,  Livers 
more,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maday,  McCreary,  McLwae 
of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Marcband, 
Mason,  Meigs,  Mercer,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell, 
Morton,  Moaeley,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Maaaachuaetta, 
Nelaon  of  Virginia,  Parker  of  Maaaachuaetta,  Patter- 
aon,  Philaon,  Pitcher,  Plnmer,  Qnarlea,  Rankin,  Rich, 
Richards,  Richmond,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Rogers, 
Rosa,  Ross,  Sampaon,  8erg<eant,  Settle,  Shaw,  Silsbee, 
Sloan,  Smith  of  N.  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith 
of  North  Carolina,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storra,  Street, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Strother, 
Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Trimble, 
Tucker  of  Sonth  Carolina,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer, 
WaUaoe^  Warfield,  Wendover,  Williama  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Wood— -134. 

NATa — Mesara.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of 
Massachusetts,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Barbour,  Baflam, 
Burton,  Bnrwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cobb,  Edwards 


of  North  Carolina,  Ervin,  Folger,  Gametic  Groaa  of 
New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hooka,  Joiuiasii. 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  McCoy,  Met- 
calf,  Neale,  Newton,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Virsinis, 
Pinckney,  Pindall,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rhea,  8iaikin% 
Slocumb,  B.  8milb  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
Swearingen,  Terrell,  Tucker  of  Va.,  Tyler,  Walker  of 
North  Carolina,  and  Williams  of  Virginia— 42. 

The  amendment  to  the  title  to  add  the  words 
"and  to  prohibit  slavery  in  certain  Territories,'' 
was  then  also  concurred  in.  And  so,  all  the  amend- 
ments being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  passed  bj 
the  two  Houses. 


Friday,  March  3. 

The  Journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  House oo 
yesterday  being  read — 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  and  intimated  an  intendoo 
now  to  move  the  House  to  reconsider  their  rote  of 
yesterday,  by^  which  the^  concurred  with  the  Sen- 
ate in  striking  the  restriction  from  the  Missouri 
bUl. 

The  Speaker  declared  the  motion  out  of  order 
until  the  ordinary  business  of  the  morning,  as  pre- 
scribed by  the  rules  of  the  House,  should  be  dispwcd 
of.  From  which  opinion  of  the  Chair,  Mr.  Ram- 
DOLPH  appealed. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  correctness  of 
the  decision,  it  was  amrmed  by  the  House. 

The  House  then  proceeded  in  receiving  and  re- 
ferring petitions ;  when,  petitions  being  called  for 
from  the  members  from  Virginia-*- 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  House  retain  ia 
their  possession  the  Missouri  bill,  until  the  period 
should  arrive,  when,  according  to  rules  of  the 
House,  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  yesterday 
on  concurring  in  Uie  first  amendment  proposed  by 
the  Senate  to  the  bill  aforesaid,  should  be  in  order. 

The  Speaker  declared  this  motion  out  of  order, 
for  the  reason  assigned  on  the  first  application  of 
Mr.  Ranuolph  on  this  day. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
James  Shields,  accompanied  with  a  bill  for  his 
relief^;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  comnutted 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Conunittee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  protect  the  conuneree  of 
the  United  States,  and  punish  the  crime  of  piracy;** 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  LivBRUORB,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act.  entitled  'An 
act  rcsttlating  the  Post  Office  Establisbment,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment ;  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  ask  a  further  conference  upon  the 
subject-matter  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate 
to  the  bill  of  this  Hous&  entitled  "An  act  provi- 
ding for  the  admission  oi  the  State  of  Maine  into 
the  Union,"  to  which  they  have  appointed  man- 
agers on  their  part. 
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'  The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  eonsider, 
I  the  said  message ;  whereopon,  it  was  resolnfedy  That 
this  House  do  agree  to  the  further  conference  asked 
'  by  the  Senate  upon  the  subject-matter  of  the  disa- 
'  greeinff  votes  on  the  amendments  depending  to  the 
said  bul. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Holmes,  Hill,  and  Tay- 
lor, be  appointed  managers  at  the  said  conference 
on  tne  part  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Holmes,  from  the  managers  on  the  part  of 
this  House  to  attend  a  further  conference  with  the 
managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  on  the  disa- 
greeing Yotes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amend- 
ments dependinfif  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  admission  oithe  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union  j" 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Walter  Channing,"  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Sen- 
ate concur  in  the  report  of  the  last  committee  of 
conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  admission 
of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union,"  viz :  That 
the  Senate  recede  from  the  said  amendments,  and 
that  the  said  bill  be  amended  by  striking  out  the 
word  "next,"  and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  the 
words,  "  in  the  year  one  thousand  eiffht  hundred 
and  twenty,"  in  which  amendment  tney  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  said  message ;  whereupon — 

Mr.  RANnoLPH  moved  thatthe  bill  be  indefinitely 
postponed,  and  proceeded  at  considerable  length  to 
offer  his  reasons  for  wishing  to  nrevent  its  passage ; 
when  Mr.  R.  was  called  to  order,  by  Mr.  Livbrmore, 
for  deviating  from  the  question  under  debate. 

The  Speaker  decided  that  Mr.  Randolph  was 
not  out  of  order. 

Mr.  LiVERMORB  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair,  but  before  tne  question  was  put — 

Mr.  Randolph  withdrew  his  motion  for  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

The  conference  was  then  agreed  to,  and  soon 
after  Mr.  Holmes  reported  the  amendment  as  above 
stated,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  the 
bill  was  thus  finally  acted  on. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Walter  Channing,"  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Frederick  Gcetz  and  Carl  W.  West- 
phal,  and  the  heirs  of  Abraham  Neppes,  deceased, 
was  cead  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

The  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  author- 
ize the  President  of  the  United  States  to  appoint  a 
receiver  of  public  moneys,  and  a  register  of  the 
land  office,  for  the  district  of  Laurence  county,  in 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas,"  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

QUESTION  OF  PRIVILEGE. 
Mr.  Randolph,  being  in  the  majority  on  that 
question,  moved  the  House  now  to  reconsider  their 


vote  of  yesterday,  in  which  they  concurred  m  the 
first  amendment  proposed  bv  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  which  was  to  strike  out  tne  slavery  restriction. 

Mr.  Arcbbr,  of  Virginia,  seconded  the  motion. 

The  Speaker,  having  ascertained  the  fact,  stated 
to  the  House,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  House  on 
that  bill  yesterday,  haa  been  communicated  to  the 
Senate^  by  the  Clerk,  and  that  the  bill  not  beinj;  in 
possession  of  the  House,  the  motion  to  reconsider 
could  not  be  entertained. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Randolph  submitted  the  fol* 
lowing  resolution : 

Rssohed,  That,  in  ean7tng  the  bill,  entiticd  "An 
act  to  authorise  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Mtsaonri 
to  form  a  eooatitation  and  State  government,  and  for 
the  admission  of  inch  State  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States/'  after  a  member 
from  Virginia  had  given  notice  of  his  intention  to  move 
a  leconaideration  of  the  qoeetion  decided  last  evening, 
in  which  the  said  member,  viz.  Mr.  Randolph,  voted  ia 
the  majority  on  one  of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
thereto,  the  Clerk  is  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  privileges 
of  a  member  of  this  House  under  the  rules  thereof. 

« 

And  the  question  being  put  whether  the  House 
would  now  consider  the  said  resolution;  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative— yeas  61,  navs  71. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  submitted  the  following  pro- 
position, which  lies  on  the  table. 

*'  That  so  much  of  the  thirty-seventh  rule  as  allows 
a  reconsideratioir  of  any  guestk>n  by  motion  of  any 
member  of  the  majority  on  each  qaestioD,  on  the  day 
succeeding  that  on  wUch  such  question  be  taken,  be 
ei  panged." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York— 

Ordered^  That  when  the  House  adjourns,  it  will 
adjourn  to  meet  again  on  Monday  next 

PETITION  OP  SWISS  EMIGRANTS. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Charles  Henry  du  Pasquier,  and  others,  Swiss 
emigrants  in  the  United  States ;  which  was  read, 
and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was  concurred 
in  by  the  House.    The  report  is  as  follows. 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Charles  Henry  du  Pasquier 
and  othen,  praying,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  other 
SwLm  emigrants,  that  Congress  would  authorise  them 
to  purchase  a  tract  of  the  public  land,  lying  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Mississippi,  and  between  the  8^th 
and  37th  degrees  of  north  latitude,  sufficient  lor  the 
settlement  of  three  or  four  thousand  families  on  terms 
more  favorable  than  the  general  laws  would  permit, 
hsve  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  repoit 
that  the  question  presented  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House  involves  the  expediency  of  selling  the  public 
lands  to  foreigners  on  terms  more  indulgent  Uian  those 
which  regulate  the  sales  to  native  citizens.  This  com- 
mittee is  very  sensible,  that  the  mildness  of  our  Gov- 
einment,  its  wise  and  wholesome  laws^  have  produced 
an  emigration,  whioh  has  gone  tin  to  increase  the  ool- 
leetive  talents  and  industry  of  the  country;  some  of 
our  most  distinguished  citisens,  as  well  as  mostiadua- 
trious  and  ingenious  mechanics,  are  among  those  who 
have  made  this  country  their  own,  by  adoption.  But 
it  is  thought,  that,  while  we  highly  appredaie  these 
benefits,  we  should  not  change  the  operation  of  the 
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general  laws  of  onr  conntry  to  produce  the  effect.  6o 
loDg  as  the  freedom  of  our  institutions  is  preserved, 
and  wholesome  laws  are  permitted  to  have  their  ordi- 
nary effect,  the  inducements  which  have  heretofore 
bad  their  influence,  will  still  be  sufficiently  strong  to 
produce  the  desired  emigration.  It  cannot  be  con- 
ceded that  special  provisions,  excepting  foreigners, 
however  meritorious,  from  the  operation  of  general 
laws,  and  giving  them  advantages  which  are  denied 
to  the  citizens,  can  be  founded  in  good  policy.  *It  is 
a  peculiarity  eminently  honorable  to  our  country,  that 
the  native  of  Europe  possesses,  in  the  acquisition  of 
the  soil  here,  the  same  advantages  which  an  American 
citizen  does ;  to  give  him  more,  would  produce  a  dis- 
tinction not  only  invidious,  but  most  unjust.  When 
the  law  is  now  equally  open  to  both,  it  would  be  a 
perverted  use  of  charity  to  give  to  the  stranger  a  fa- 
cility which  we  deny  to  the  citizen. 

It  is  probable  that,  during  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  the  mode  of  selling  the  public  lands  will 
be  so  far  altered  as  to  demand  a  cash  payment  of  each 
purchaser.  Every  reason  which  could  influence  Con- 
gress to  make  that  change,  would  forbid  this  commit- 
tee from  proposing  to  sell  a  large  quantity  on  a  credit 
still  more  distant  than  the  present  laws  contemplate. 
If  the  public  interests  should  be  thought  to  require  a 
system  still  more  rigorous  than  the  one  which  now 
prsvaiU«,  and  this  too  against  petitions  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  your  citizens,  and  the  memorials  of  the  legisla- 
tures of  several  of  the  Southern  and  Western  States, 
it  would  indeed  be  an  assumption  of  higlv  responsi- 
bility on  the  part  of  this  committee'to  recommend,  in 
obedience  to  the  prayer  of  the  present  petitioners,  that 
indulgence  to  them,  which  the  expected  bill  will  deny 
to  your  own  citizens. 

The  establishment  of  a  community  of  foreigners 
within  our  country,  secluded  by  their  habits,  manners, 
and  language,  from  an  intimate  association  with  the 
great  body  of  our  citizens,  cannot  be  an  event  so  de- 
sirable as  to  justify  a  departure  from  the  general  law. 
An  unrestrained  intercourse  with  the  body  of  the 
American  yeomanry  affords  to  the  emigrant  the  best 
and  probably  the  only  means  of  acquiring  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  our  laws  and  institutions;  a  knowledge 
which  is  not  only  necessary  to  give  to  him  the  full  en- 
joyment of  his  situation,  but  is  necessary  to  render 
him  a  valuable  and  safe  citizen  to  the  Commonwealth. 
It  is  believed  that,  if  a  large  settlement  was  formed, 
exclusively  of  foreign  families,  to  most  of  whom,  our 
language  would  of  course  be  unknown,  many  years 
would  elapse  before  that  general  intercourse  would 
take  place,  beyond  the  boundaries  of  their  own  com- 
munity, which  would  be  essential  to  give  to  them  full 
possession  of  American  principles  and  character ;  and 
it  is  by  no  means  certain  that  time  would  in  such 
cases  ever  have  the  effect  of  entiroly  destroying  their 
foreign  character.  While,  then,  this  committee  re- 
joice in  every  opportunity  of  communicating  the  blesa- 
ings  of  their  country  to  their  European  brothers,  they 
believe  that  it  can  be  safely  done,  only  when  they  en- 
joy them  by  indiscriminate  association. 

Tha  petitionen  have  (many  of  them)  been  herato- 
fore  engaged  in  manufactures ;  and  they  rely  Ibr  much 
of  the  support,  which  they  expect  to  receive,  upon  the 
stock  of  manufacturing  Aill  and  industry  which  they 
promise  to  introduce.  They  have  exhibited  before 
the  committee  some  beautiful  and  very  satisfactory 
•pedmens  of  their  ingenuity  and  skill,  particularly  in 
ailk  and  cotton  goods.    Tour  committee  kit  the  fall 


force  of  this  appeal,  and  very  frankly  state,  that.  If  anj 
petition  of  a  similar  character  can  be  acceptable  to  tfat 
House,  this  deserves  to  bo  so.  Without  referring-  to  tbe 
known  character  of  the  Swiss  peasantry,  a  aettlemeat 
in  the  State  of  Indiana,  of  emigrants  from  Bwitzcr- 
lend,  gives  strong  evidence  that  a  colony,  established 
under  the  auspices  of  the  present  petitioners,  would 
be  characterized  by  industry  and  unoffending  sobmis- 
sion  to  the  laws.  They  resist  the  application,  how* 
ever,  on  the  grounds  they  have  stated.  The  terms  gf 
sale  held  out  by  the  present  laws  are  of  the  nnoet  in- 
dulgent  kind;  and  if  the  public  interest  should  eves 
justify  a  relaxation  from  them,  it  is  confidently  be- 
lieved that  it  should  be  in  favor  of  Ameri<»in  citi- 
zens. 

In  answer  to  that  part  of  the  petition  which  dedaret 
that  one  of  the  principal  objects  is  '*tbe  domestic 
manufacture  of  cotton,  wool,  flax,  and  silk,"  the  con* 
mittee  wilt  only  say,  that  it  may  well  be  considered, 
how  far  it  would  comport  with  sound  policy  to  g-ive  a 
premium  for  the  introduction  of  manufacturers,  st  the 
moment  when,  by  the  almost  unanimous  declaration 
of  our  manufactures,  it  is  said  they  cannot  live  with- 
out further  protection. 

l^he  committee  therefore  recommend  to  the  House 
the  following  resolution : 

JUsolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ougkt 
not  to  be  granted. 

RULES  OP  THE  HOUSE. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  amendment  offered  by  him 
on  the  28th  ultimo  to  the  rules  of  the  House — the 
amendment  offered  thereto  by  Mr.  Randolph, 
being  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Lowndes  advocated  his  proposition^  and  op- 
posed the  amendment  offered  to  it,  at  considerable 
length. 

Mr.  PiNDALL,  moved  to  refer  the  present  propo- 
sitions, together  with  his  motion  oi  the  1st  ultimo 
concerning  stenographers,  dbc.,  to  the  Committee 
of  Elections,  to  consider  and  report  thereon.  This 
motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  moved  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  whole  subject. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  of  nearly  three  hours 
continuance  took  place,  in  which  the  merits  of  the 
original  proposition  were  chiefly  discussed.  Mr. 
Randolph  spoke  an  hour  and  a  half  against  the 
proposition  as  submitted  by  Mr.  Lowndes.  It  was 
opposed  bv  Messrs.  Johnson,  Warfield,  and 
Mbios,  and  was  advocated  by  the  mover,  and  by 
Messrs.  Wood,  Clarke,  and  Southard. 

The  question  on  the  postponement  was  nega- 
tived—-yeas  70,  nays  74. 

Mr..KANDOLPH  then,  willing  to  let  the  original 
motion  stand  or  fall  on  its  own  merits,  withdrew 
his  amendment. 

After  some  further  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
Johnson  and  Brown  opposed  the  proposition,  and 
Messrs.  Cook  and  Brush  advocated  it,  the  question 
was  stated  on  agreeing  to  the  motion,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words : 

"And  if  any  member  shall  not  confine  himself  to  the 
question  under  debate,  and  shall  be  called  to  order* 
if  the  decision  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  upon  ap* 
peal,  be  against  the  member  thus  demting  from  tho 
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questioo,  sueh  member  shall  not  be,  at  that  time,  per- 
mitted to  proceed,  without  the. special  leave  of  the 
House." 

And  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows : 

Ykas* — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York,  An* 
dersoD,  Baldwin,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brash,  Boffam, 
Campbell,  Cannon,  Csse,  Clark,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crowell, 
Culpeper,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson, 
Dowse,  Edwards  of  Connecticnt,  Folger,  Fuller,  Gross 
of  Pennsylvania,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hen- 
dricks, Hill,  Hooks,  Kendall,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Linn, 
Ltivermore,  Lowndes,  Maclay,  McCreary,  Mallary, 
Mason,  Meech,  8.  Moore,  Monell,  Overstreet,  Parker 
of  Massacbasetts,  Pitcher,  Pluoier,  Rankin,  Robertson, 
Rogers,  Sergeant,  Simkins,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New 
Jersey,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Southard,  Stevens, 
Tompkins,  Upham,  Wallace,  Whitman,  and  Wood 
—63. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Archer  of  Mary- 
land, Archer  of  Virginia,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Brown, 
Bryan,  Barton,  Burwell,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire, 
Butler  of  Ijouisiana,  CIsgett,  Cobb,  Crafts,  Cushman, 
Cothbert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Bdwards  of  North  Caroline,  Floyd,  Ford,  Forrest,  Ful- 
lerton,  Garnett,  Guyon,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Har- 
din, Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hibshman,  Heister,  Holmes, 
Hostetter,  Johnson,  Lincoln,  Lyman,  McCoy,  McLane 
of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Marchand,  Mercer, 
Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  Morton,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of 
Virginia,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Fhilson,  Pindsll,  Queries, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Rhea,  Richards,  Richmond,  Ringgold, 
RoM,  Runs,  Sampson,  Settle,  Shaw,  Slocumb,  B. 
Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Storrs, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Strother,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Tay- 
lor, Terrell,  Tomlinson,  Trscy,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Warfield,  Wendo- 
Ter,  Williams  of  Virginis,  and  Williams  of  North  Car- 
olina— 87. 


Monday,  March  6. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  continuing  in  force  ^without  limit)  the  act 
to  provide  for  persons  disabled  by  known  woands 
received  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  bill  also 
contains  a  provision  requiring  the  agents  for  pay- 
ing pensions  to  give  bond  in  $5^000  each,  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  the  duties  enioined  upon 
them.  It  was  proposed  that  this  bill  Be  forthwith 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading;  but 
that  course  was  ovenuled,  and  the  bill  was  refer- 
red to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  recommitted 
the  bill  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  for  the  es- 
tablinhment  and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War, 
and  Navy  Departments,  reported  the  same,  with 
an  amendment ;  which,  together  with  the  said  bill, 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Joseph  Bru6e,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 


Mr.  WiLUAMS,  from '  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled ^^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz, 
and  others,''  made  a  report  thereon,  recommending 
that  the  said  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely « — ^Laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hooks,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ann 
Mclntire,  widow  and  administratrix  of  Andrew 
Mclntire,  deceased;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Slocumb  submitted  a  resolution,  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  close  this  session  by 

adjournment  of  their  respective  Houses  on  the » 

day  of next.     And,  at  the  instance  of  the 

mover,  the  said  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  CocKB  submitted  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Ruohedi  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing 
the  Nsval  EsUblishment  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Cocke  made  a  few  remarks,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  stated  his  object  to  be  to  effect  a  reduc« 
tion  of  expense,  by  a  rednbtion  in  the  number  of 
officers  of  the  Navy,  so  as  to  proportion  them  more 
equally  to  the  number  of  vessels  in  commission. 
It  was  to  this  point  only  that  he  wished  to  eali  the 
attention  of  the  Naval  Committee. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  the  mo- 
tion, by  a  vote  of  67  to  63,  it  was  then,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Lowndes,  with  the  consent  of  the  mover, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  it  was  then 

RuoLwd^  That  the  Secretar>r  of  War  be  direct- 
ed to  report  to  this  House  copies  of  all  contracts 
which  nave  been  made  for  the  building  or  repair- 
ing fortifications,  arsenals,  or  magazines,  since  the 
year  1815 ;  and  also  that  ne  report  the  amount  of 
moneys  actually  paid,  to  whom,  and  when,  and 
whether  public  notice  was  actually  given  ot  said 
contracts,  and  what  surety  was  ^iven.  In  what 
amount,  and  whether  the  surety  is  still  solvent ; 
and  whether  the  contracts  have  been  faithfully 
performed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCoy,  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing,  hy  law.  for  the 
location  of^  unsatisfied  warrants,  (issuea  to  the 
troops  of  the  Virginia  State  line,  for  services  dur- 
ing the  Revolutionary  war,)  on  some  of  the  unap- 
propriated lands  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  estaUishing  a  port  of  entry  at  the  mouth 
of  Pearl  river,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Mr.  PiNDALL  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him 
on  the  1st  of  February  last,  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  rules  of  toe  House,  in  relation  to  the 
admission  of  stenographers  within  the  HalL  And, 
on  the  question,  Will  the  House  now  proceed  to 
consider  the  said  resolution  ?  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative. 
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Mr.  Bbuhr  moved  thsit  the  Hoase  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  nim 
on  the  23d  ultimo^  proposing  an  inquiry  into  the 
expediency  of  designatmg  and  marking  the  north-^ 
Grn  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  And,  on  the 
question,  Will  the  House  now  proceed  to  consider 
tne  said  resolution?  it  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  in 
addition  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  regulating  the 
Post  Office  Establishment,''  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appropria^ 
tions  for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States  for  the  current  year. 

On  this  bill  a  rather  interesting  but  desultory  de- 
bate took  pluce,  which  employ^  the  time  of'  the 
Committee  till  past  four  o'clock.  The  speakers 
were,  in  succession,  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
JoBNSON,  Storks,  Clay,  Lowndes,  Trimbub, 
Mriqs,  Foot.  Siusbeb,  Cobb,  and  Fuller. 

Towards  tne  close  of  the  debate,  Mr.  Clay 
moved  that  "  it  be  recommended  to  the  House  to 
pecommit  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
the  bill  entitled,  4^c.,  (the  appropriation  bill,) 
with  instructions  to  prepare  the  same  in  reference 
to  an  occasional,  instead  of  a  permanent  employ- 
ment of  the  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean." 

AAer  debate,  this  motion  wasneffatived,and  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bul,  with  the  fol- 
lowing appropriations  therein,  viz : 

For  pay  and  sobtistence  of  the  ofiieers,  and  pay  of 
the  seameiit  99S9,tlZ0. 

For  profisions  $415,187. 

For  medidnesy  hospital  itores^  and  all  expanses  on 
account  of  the  sick,  inoludiag  the  marine  corps, 
•86,000. 

For  repairs  of  ▼easels,  $484,000. 

For  contingent  expenses,  $140,000. 

For]aipFov«in«nt<MrnaTy  yards,  docks,  and  wharves, 
pay  of  superintsndents,  store-keepers,  clerks,  and  la* 
borers,  $100,000. 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  marine  corps, 
fin,229. 

For  clothing  the  same,  $27,305. 

For  military  stores,  $1,000. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  same,  $S0,O0O. 

And,  before  considering  the  same,  the  House 
adjourned. 

Tuesday,  March  7. 

Mr.  SIL9BBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
ibirs,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  suspending,  for  a  limited  time,  so  much 
of  the  standing  appropriation  of  $1,000,000  for  the 
increase  of  the  Navy  as  may  be  consistent  with  the 
public  service,  ibc.,  made  a  report,  the  purport  of 
which  is,  that,  after  due  inquiry,  they  believe  that 
true  economy  and  the  best  interests  of  the  nation 
are  opposed  to  a  suspension,  even  for  a  limited 
time,  of  any  portion  of  the  sum  annually  appropri- 
ated for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy ;  and  that 
they  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  where  any 


essential  reduction  can  be  made  in  the  expenses  of 
the  Navy,  without  reducing  the  establishment. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  enclosing  the  infcn-- 
mation  required  by  the  resolution  of  tne  20th  of 
January  last,  of  the  amount  of  fines,  penalties,  and 
forfeitures,  imposed^  levied,  and  couectBd,  in  the 
District  oi  Columbia,  by  order  of  the  circnit  court 
of  the  United  States  for  sakl  District,  for  eack 
year,  from  the  year  1801  to  1819 ;  which  yims  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  another  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmit- 
ting statements  showii^  the  state  of  tne  Bank  of 
the  United  States  on  the  25th  of  February,  1819. 
the  27th  of  May,  and  the  29th  of  Novemher  last 
made  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  2d  in- 
stant ;  which  was  also  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  petition  of  Williani 
Lawrence;  which  was  read,  and  ordeted  to  \ie 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wooobriooe,  the  Commitiee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  provision  for  the  more 
convenient  execution  of  the  laws  within  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  of  New  York,  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  building  a  lighthouse 
at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Genesee  river,  on  Lake 
Ontario. 

Mr.  PiNDALL  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  nim 
on  the  1st  of  February  last,  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  rules  of  the  House  in  relation  to 
the  admission  of  stenographers  within  the  Hall. 
And,  on  the  question,  Will  the  House  now  proceed 
to  consider  the  said  resolution  t  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Slocumb  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
consider  the  joint  resolution  submitted  by  him  yes- 
terday, to  fix  a  day  for  the  termination  of  the  pre- 
sent session  of  Congress.  And,  on  thequestioo, 
Will  the  House  proceed  to  consider  the  said  reso- 
lution? it  was  also  determined  in  the  negative. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  from  this 
House,  entitled  '^An  act  to  provide  for  taking  the 
fourth  census,  or  enumeration  of  the  in  habitants 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes^''  with 
amendments. 

The  have  also  passed  biUs  of  the  following  ti- 
tles, viz: 

An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
issue  letters  patent  to  Richard  Wilcox;  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Francis  B.  Lan^ille ;  and  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  Pellett ;  m  which  amendments 
and  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  makinff  the  annual  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  riavy. 
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Mr.  Cobb  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  instmctioos 
so  to  amend  it,  as  to  reduce  the  approftriation  for 
every  branch  of  the  service  one-fourth. 

Tnis  motion  produced  a  debate,  in  the  course  of 
which  it  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and  Messrs. 
Warfield  and  uvlpepeb,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  Smith,  ot  North  Carolina, 
Trimblb,  JoRifsoN,  Foot,  Holmbs,  Wood,  and 
Lowndes. 

Mr.  Johnson,  desirous  to  postpone  this  and  the 
other  appropriation  bills  until  the  amoui^t  of  the 
deficit  m  the  Treasury  was  ascertained,  and  the 
deficit  supplied,  moved  to  strike  out  the  proposed 
instruction  to  the  committee,  so  as  to  leave  the 
question  one  of  recommitment  merely.  This  mo- 
tion was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cobb's 
motion,  and  nesatived,  15  or  20  members  only 
risinc  in  favor  oi  it. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  was 
then  agreed  to,  and  the  bill,  as  it  stands,  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


WEDNESBATy  Msrch  8. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Jeremiah  and 
David  Hunt,  and  Joseph  Forman,  made  a  report 
thereon^  accompanied  oy  a  bill  for  the  relief  orthe 
heirs  or  Abijab  Hunt  and  William  Gordon  For* 
man ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit :  1.  An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  issue  letters  patent  to  Richard  Wilcox :  2.  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Francis  B.  LanfuiUe ;  and 
3.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  P^lett  \  were 
severally  read  twice,  and  referred,  the  first  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  of  this  House  of  the  same  title,  and  the 
two  latter  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entided  ''An  act  to  provide  for  taking  the 
fourth  census  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,''  were 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

An  enjiprossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  ap- 
propriation for  the  suppoft  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States  for  the  year  1830,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS, 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Comaiit- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appropria^ 
tions  for  the  support  of  the  Military  EstaUishment 
of  the  United  States. 

[To  the  same  Committee  was  to-day  referred 
the  bill  ^'respecting  the  Military  Establishment."] 

The  last  mentioned  bill  was  first  taken  up,  and, 
having  been  read — 

Mr.  Cannon  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  first 
section  of  the  bill  excepting  the  enacting  clause, 
and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  the  following : 

"That  the  Military  Peace  EsUblishmsnt  of  the 
Unttad  States  shall  consist  of  such  proportions  of  artil* 


lary,  engineers,  inftntry  and  riflemen,  as  the 
of  the  United  States  shall  judge  proper  to  retain  in 
serviee,  not  axeeeding  in  the  whole,  indading  officers, 
non-eommisBiened  officers  and  privates,  fiv»thousand.'* 

Mr.  Cannon  said,  he  had  submitted  this  propo- 
sition to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee,  under 
the  presumption  that  we  would  continue  to  enjov 
the  rc^tions  of  peace  and  tranquillity  with  ail 
nations  with  whom  we  had  any  kind  of  intercourse. 
This  he  had  presumed  from  the  silence  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  on  the  subject. 
He  himself  had,  as  yet,  seen  no  probability  or  this 
country^'s  being,  in  any  short  time,  involved  in 
war  with  any  nation,  although  he  had  not  in- 
quired of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  to 
know  what  information  they  had,  or  what  opin- 
ions they  might  entertain,  as  respected  the  relation 
of  this  country  with  any  foreij^n  Power.  He  said 
it  might  app^r  a  little  astomshing  to  the  people 
of  this  countrv  that,  notwithstanding  the  vast 
revenue  that  nad  been  brought  into  the  public 
Trcanry,  fran  various  sources,  since  the  termina- 
tioa  of  the  late  war,  to  find  that  we  are  unable  to 
meet  the  current  demands  against  the  Govern- 
ment ;  that  sueh  has  been  the  extravagance  of  our 
public  expenditures  on  this  Military  Establish- 
ment, as  wdl  as  others  equally  as  usaess  or  unne- 
cessary, that  there  now  seems  to  be  a  deficit  to  the 
amount  of  five  millions  of  dinars,  and  this  too 
during  a  time  when  we  are  enjoying  the  most  per- 
fect peace  and  boasted  prosperity.  This  seems  to 
be  admitted  by  all  to  be  the  situation  in  which  we 
are  now  placed.  We  must  borrow  money  or  issue 
Treasury  notes,  either  of  which  is  an  increase  of 
the  publtc  debt,  or  lay  taxes  on  the  people,  neither 
of  which  he  was  willing  to  do  to  keep  up  an  army 
that  was  wholly  unnecessary  during  a  time  of 
peace. 

Sir  said  he^  this  state  of  things  is  what  I  have 
long  since  anticipated.  It  b  what  I  knew  must 
happen  in  consequence  of  the  course  of  policy  that 
has  been  pursued,  and  it  was  to  avoid  this  state  of 
things  that  he  had  advocated  the  reduction  of  the 
Army  to  five  thousand,  immediately  afler  the  re- 
turn of  peace.  He  said  he  then  had  the  honor  of 
a  seat  in  the  House,  and  it  would  be  recollected 
by  all  those  who  were  also  members  at  the  time 
he  alluded  to,  that  the  reduction  was  then  carried 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  down  as  low  as 
the  number  he  now  proposed.  The  Senate,  how- 
ever, refiised  to  reduce  it  lower  than  fifteen  thou^ 
sand,  and  that  it  was  ultimately  settled  and  left  at 
ten  thousand,  by  way  of  what  is  called  a  compro- 
mise between  the  two  Houses.  He  said  he  had 
again  felt  it  is  his  duty  to  make  an  effi>rt  to  reduce 
the  regular  Army  of  the  United  States  while  a 
member  of  the  Fourteenth  Congress.  Indeed,  he 
had  always  been  opposed  to  a  large  standing  army 
in  time  of  peace.  He  did  not  believe  the  res^ular 
Army  could  be  called  the  main  strength  of  the 
country,  at  any  time.  He  hoped  it  never  would 
be  thought  so  dv  the  people  of^this  Government. 

Sir,  said  he,  1  cannot  believe  that  the  reduction 
of  the  Army,  m  time  of  peace,  is  diminishing  the 
strength  of  the  Government;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
he  Mieved  it  would  increase  its  strength  and  in- 
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sure  its  permanency.  This  Government,  fae  said, 
was  formed  by  the  people ;  it  was  made  for  the 
benefit  of  all,  and  not  a  few,  who  may  obtain 
offices  under  it ;  and  it  is  to  the  people  composing 
the  Government  that  you  are  to  look  in  time  of 
danger — to  the  militia  of  the  States  and  of  the 
United  States;  and,  so  long  as  you  retain  this 
Government  in  its  original  purity,  just  so  long 
will  it  be  supported  and  defended  by  the  people ; 
but  whenever  you  abandon  these  principles  the 
people  will  abandon  you.  Sir,  you  never  can  look 
to  any  other  source  lor  the  protection  and  defence 
of  this  Government.  You  have  looked  to  the 
people  heretofore  in  times  of  *war,  or  difficulty,  and 
danger,  and  you  never  have  looked  to  tliem  in 
vain,  and  I  venture  nothing  when  1  say  you  never 
will  look  to  them  in  vain. 

He  said  he  would  not  inquire  into  the  capacity 
of  the  country  to  support  such  an  army  as  we  now 
had.  for  that  was  not  the  proper  inquiry  to  be 
maae.  He  said  the  proper  inquiry  on  this  subject 
was,  whether  or  not  such  an  army  was  necessary 
for  the  good  of  the  country  in  time  of  peace?  Nor 
would  he  inquire  what  was  to  be  the  situation  of 
those  who  were  to  be  disbanded  from  the  service 
in  the  event  the  reduction  he  proposed  should  be 
made.  He  went  on  the  ground  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  retain  no  person  in  service,  in  any 
office,  that  was  entirely  unnecessary.  When  it 
became  necessary  the  Government  had  a  right  to 
call  into  its  service  any  individual,  indeed  every 
one,  and  none  should  be  retained  longer  than  their 
services  were  necessary.  Because  some  of  the 
officers  of  the  Army  would  be  left  out  of  the  pub- 
lic employment,  and  would  be  thrown  into  a  worse 
situation  than  they  now  enjoy,  is  not  an  argument 
with  me  sufficient  to  retain  this  expensive  and 
useless  establishment.  Had  this  reduction  been 
made  at  the  time  he  always  thought  it  ought  to 
have  been  made — on  the  return  of  peace — or  even 
afterwards,  when  he  himself  had  proposed  it,  we 
should  have  avoided  the  state  of  things  that  we 
are  now  compelled  to  meet — the  resort  to  loans. 
Treasury  notes,  or  taxes ;  neither  of  which  he,  for 
one,  was  willing  to  adopt.  His  course  of  pol- 
icy, in  times  of  peace,  he  said,  was  to  retrench 
the  expenditures  until  he  brought  them  entirely 
within  the  means  of  the  revenue  of  the  country. 
This  he  would  do,  not  onlv  by  reducing  the  Army, 
but  there  were  other  establishments  also,  on  which 
he  would  retrench,  and  some  of  which  he  would 
abolish.  He  alluded  to  the  Military^  Academy  at 
West  Point,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  on  which 
the  Government  had  already  expended  millions  of 
money  for  the  -  benefit  of  a  few  favorites  of  the 
most  wealthy  of  our  country. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  all  know  that  an  individual, 
a  citizen,  a  planter,  or  farmer,  of  your  country, 
who  expends  largely  every  year  over  and  above 
the  amount  he  really  makes,  is  in  the  broad  road 
to  ruin  and  bankruptcy,  and  so  it  is  with  a  gov- 
ernment. I  can  perceive  no  difference,  more  espe- 
cially during  a  time  of  peace  and  tranquillity, 
when,  instead  of  running  more  and  more  in  debt, 
as  we  have  done,  we  ought  to  be  endeavoring,  as 
speedily  as  possible,  to  pay  off  the  public  debts 


we  have  already  incurred  during  a  state  of  urar. 
But,  Mr.  C.  said  while  he  entered  his  most  sol- 
emn protest  against  the  doctrine  of  standiog  ar- 
mies, in  time  of  peace,  he  would  also  beg^  leave  to 
say,  that  he  had  entertained  some  doubts  and  fears 
respecting  the  course  of  policy  we  were  pursuiof 
in  regard  to  our  Navy.    He  had,  he  said,  in  com- 
mon not  only  with  the  members  of  Congress^  but 
also  with  the  people  of  the  whole  United   States, 
yielded  to  the  impulse  which  had  been  given  (and 
which,  he  believed,  was  yet  in  a  great  degree  ieli) 
by  the  many  gallant  and  glorious  achievements 
which  had  b^n  acquired  by  that  species  of  oar 
force  during  the  late  war.    So  great  was  its  influ- 
ence at  that  time,  that  he  believed  there  was  not  a 
single  individual  in  Congress,  and  he  knew  of 
none  anywhere  else  who  raised  their  voice  a^inst 
a  rapid  increase  of  the  Navy.    He  said  he  himself 
had  given  his  voice  most  cordially  in  favor  of  the 
measure  appropriating  eight  millions  to  the  in- 
crease of  the  Navy,  to  be  applied  to  its  increase  at 
the  rate  of  one  million  each  year.    But,  since  then, 
he  had  often  bc^n  led  to  doubt  the  policy  of  the 
course  that  he  himself,  as  well  as  others,  had  pur- 
sued in  regafd  to  our  Navy,  which  he  believed,  to 
a  certain  extent,  would  always  be  found  useful  to 
the  country. 

He  said  he  most  decidedly  concurred  with  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  G^rsia,  (Mr.  Cobb,) 
in  some  of  the  views  he  took  wliile  speaking  on 
this  subject  yesterday ;  he  feared  we  were  increas- 
ing the  establishment  too  rapidly.    He  thought  it 
probably  would  have  been  better  in  the  end,  if,the 
application  of  this  eight  millions  to  the  increase  of 
the  navy  had  been  more  gradual.    He  said  he  was 
not  now  opposed  to  the  amount  that  was  appro- 
priated ;  he  was  in  favor  of  that  sum  at  that  time, 
and  was  yet ;  but  he  thought,  if,  instead  of  apply- 
ing it  in  eight  years,  as  was  then  determined  on, 
it  had  been  applied  to  the  same  object  in  twelve  or 
sixteen  years,  it  would  have  been  better.  He  rather 
thought  that  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year 
would  have  been  sufficient  to  keep  pace  with  the 
wealth  and  population  of  our  country.    Bat,  said 
he,  in  making  these  remarks,  I  must  not  be  under- 
stood to  be  in  the  slightest  degrese  opposed  to  this 
establishment,  or  to  its  increase  in  sach  way  as  is 
commensurate  with  the  means  of  our  country. 
This  would  be  my  course  of  policy.     The  other 
course  which  we  have  all  been  pursuing,  is,  I  fear, 
to  result  in  the  most  fatal  consequences.    Its  rapid 
increase  will  soon  bring  it  to  that  size  which  would 
make  it  burdensome  to  the  nation,  and  a  perma- 
nent system  of  taxation  must  then  be  resorted  to 
in  order  to  support  it.    This,  he  believed,  would 
not  be  borne  by  the  people  very  cheerfully  in  times 
of  peace^  however  willing  they  are  to  bear  any 
burdens  in  time  of  war.    Nor,  sir,  said  he,  am  I 
prepared  to  say  that  the  people  of  the  United  States 
ought  to  submit  to  great  burdens  of  taxation  in 
times  of  peace,  to  keep  up  an  overgrown  and  ex- 
pensive establishment  of  any  kind  for  defence  in 
time  of  war.    He  thought  the  people  of  the  United 
States  ought  to  look  to  themselves,  as  their  own 
defenders,  and  their  country's  defenders  too.  in 
time  of  war.  He  thought  that  any  course  of  policy 
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that  was  ealcalated  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
people  to  a  reg[ular  standing  army  or  a  nary,  as  a 
force  to  be  entirely  relied  on  for  aefence  in  tune  of 
war,  was  a  dan^rous  and  unsafe  policy,  contrary 
to  the  very  principles  of  oar  goremment,  and  oogfat 
never  to  be  attempted  to  be  neld  out  to  the  neople. 
The  Gbvemment,  he  said,  was  formed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people;  therefore,  its  preservation 
and  defence  must  rest  in  their  hands ;  and  while 
he  always  admitted  the  utility  of  a  navy,  and  even 
a  regular  army,  as  an  auxiliary  ibrce^  he  never  had 
viewed  either,  or  both  combmed  together,  to  be 
sufficient  to  be  considered  the  main  relianoe  for 
defence. 

Sir,  said,  he,  my  ooorse  of  policy,  as  regards  the 
regular  army,  is  to  retain  in  service  as  few  as  pos^ 
sible  during  a  state  of  peace.  Indeed,  I  believe  we 
could  do  without  any  much  better  than  we  could 
with  an  overgrown,  expensive  establishm«Bt  of 
this  kind,  notwithstanding  I  am  willing  to  retain 
as  much  of  the  army  as  is  necessary  to  occupy 
those  forts  and  garrisons'or  fortifications,  where  our 
arms  and  mumtions  of  war  ought  to  be  kept  and 
taken  care  of.  I  myself  am  induced  to  believe  that 
three  thousand,  pvoperly  distributed  and  properly 
kept  employed,  woud  be  amply  sufficient  for  this 
purpose.  But  I  am,  however,  willing  to  retain  five 
thousand,  in  order  to  conform  to  the  views  of  other 
gentlemen,  whose  experience  and  information  on 
tnis  subjuct  is  much  greater  than  my  own ;  and  I 
believe  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  gentleman  to 
show  that  a  greater  number  than  five  thousand  is 
at  all  necessary  in  dme  of  peace. 

Sir,  said  he,  I  cannot  give  in  to  the  doctrine  that 
we  must  keep  up  this  regular  army  of  ten  thou- 
sand in  time  of  peace,  in  order  to  acquire  or  keep 
up  military  science.  I  think  it  would  be  better, 
and  a  much  more  correct  course  of  policy  for  us 
to  pursue,  if  we  undertake  to  teach  military  sci- 
ence, and  to  expend  this  enormous  amount  of 
money  for  tbat  object,  that  we  should  expend  it 
amongst  the  mUifia  offlcets  of  the  United  states, 
where  the  science  they  might  acquire  at  public 
expense  would  be  diffused  through  the  whole  mass 
of  the  people,  which  cannot  nor  will  not  be  the 
case  by  retaining  your  regular  army.  Heretofore 
the  Gknerai  Govemmoit  has  paid  out  Httle  atten- 
tion to  the  militia.  Indeed,  it  may  be  said  they 
have  beeti  ahnost  entirely  negated :  no  moneys 
have  been  expended  to  teach  thedi  military  science, 
nor  will  it  be  done,  as  I  beheve,  so  long  as  this 
regular  army  is  made  the  peculiar  fiiivorite  on- 
which  we  determine  to  expend  so  much  of  the 
public  money. 

He  said  he  did  xiot  like  to  see  the  growth  of  a 
regular  amy  fostered  and  cherished  byliis  country, 
in  the  manner  it  had  been.  He  referred  to  the  ex- 
tent of  that  army  in  the  year  1803,  and  compared 
it  with  what  it  is  at  this  time,  from  which,  he  said, 
we  might  readily  estimate  its  growth  in  time  to 
come;  for,  said  he,  we  may  exjiect  of^n  to  be 
threatened  with  wars,  and  sometimes  to  be  actu- 
ally involved  in  war  with  some  of  the  various  for- 
eign Powers  with  whom  we  have  intercourse ;  and, 
if  every  war  is  to  leave  this  burden  on  us,  of  an 
increased  regular  army,  to  be  supported  in  peace, 
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we  may  soon  expect  our  Qovernment  to  leave  en- 
tirely its  first  pnnciples,  and  become  as  expensive 
and  oppressive  as  the  GroTemments  of  Europe; 
and,  rest  assured,  sir,  said  he,  that,  in  the  same  pro- 
portion that  you  increase  the  burdens  on  the  peo- 
ple, even  though  you  may  do  it  under  the  pretence 
of  its  being  necessary  lor  their  good,  or  lor  their 
safety,  in  the  same  degree  you  will  destroy  that 
zealous  attachment  and  devotion  to  the  Govern- 
ment which  has  been  so  eminently  displayed  in 
many  sections  of  the  United  States,  during  the 
late  contest  we  have  had  with  a  foreign  Power. 

I  lay  it  down  as  a  coirect  princijSe,  that  that 
Government  which  secures  to  its  citizens  liberty 
and  independence  on  the  cheapest  terms  is  the  best, 
and  always  will  be  held  in  the  highest  estimation 
by  the  superior  intdligence  of  the  people  of  this 
country*  It  will  always  secure  to  itself  the  at- 
tachment of  the  neople ;  and,  however  necessary 
government  has  oeen  found,  it  is  only  good  to  a 
certain  extent,  and  too  much  of  it  is  worse  than 
none. 

Sir,  said  h^  I  very  mneh  regret  to  see  so  mani- 
fest a  disposition  in  fav«r  of  a  regular  army.  It 
was  calculated,  he  feared  to  prevent  any  retrenth- 
menton  this  establishment,  also  to  prevent  any 
thing  being  done  to  give  arms  or  discipiineto  the 
militia,  on  which  force  he  would  always  rely  for 
the  preservation  of  our  Government.  He  diu  not 
wish  to  induce  the  people  of  the  United  States  to 
look  to  any  other  force  for  defence  or  protection  ; 
he  wished  every  man  to  consider  himself  the  pro* 
tector  and  defender  of  his  country ;  for  such,  he 
believed,  were  some  of  the  principles  on  which  our 
Government  had  been  formed,  and  such  were  the 
principles  he  wished  to  see  cherished  and  preserved. 

Mr.  Chairman,  said  he,  in  deciding  what  ought 
to  be  the  extent  of  the  regular  army  in  time  of 
peace,  I  will  not  look  at  aU  to  a  state  of  war,  be- 
cause, in  such  a  state  of  affairs,  anjr  regular  army 
we  could  have  would  be  entirely  mcompatent  t^ 
the  defence  of  the  coimtry,  however  much  reliance 
might  be  placed  on  it.  I  am  unwilling  to  rely  on 
it  myself  and  I  know  the  pcc^le  oi  my  country 
are  unwilling  to  trust  their  lib^ty  to  any  force  of 
that  description.  They  think  it  much  safer  to  take 
the  weapons  of  war  into  their  own  hands,  when  it 
becomes  necessary,  and  become  their  own,  as  well 
as  their  country's  defenders. 

These,  sir,  said  he,  are  some  of  the  views  which' 
I  entertain  on  this  subject;  and,  fully  aware  of 
every  feeling  that  would  always  be  exdted  on  a 
subject  of  its  kind  and  importance,  he  said  he  had 
felt  it  his  duty  to  submit  the  proposition  to  the  con* 
sideration  of  the  House,  fully  in^reised  with  the 
most  thorough  conviction  that  the  policy  and  in- 
terest of  our  country  requires  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Clay  avowed  himself  to  be  in  favor  of  re- 
ducing the  Army,  in  preference  to  resortins  to 
taxes,  loans,  or  to  an  invasion  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  €h>vemment— > 
if,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Re- 
lations, the  attitude  of  the  country  should  not  be 
changed  to  that  of  war,  or  to  that  which  menace 
war.  Meanwhile,  he  was  disposed  not  to  act  on 
the  bill  now  before  the  Committee,  but  to  deter  it 
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for  the  present,  for  the  purpose  of  acting  on  the 
military  appropriation  bill.  If,  after  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign 'Relations  should  he 
made,  it  should  be  thought  expedient  to  reduce  the 
Army,  the  appropriations  would  shape  themselres 
to  wnat  should  pe  the  actual  force  and  condition 
of  the  Military  Establishment.  He  therefore  moved 
to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table,  with  a  view  to  take 
up  the  appropriation  bill. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  motion  without 
debate,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  Military  Establishment,  for  the  current  year, 
was  then  taken  up. 

On  coming  to  the  appropriation  for  the  support 
of  the  Military  Acadamy  for  the  present  year. 

Mr.  Cannon  spoke  at  some  length  a^inst  this 
appropriation,  on  the  ground  of  hostility  to  the 
institution  itself;  conceiving  that  the  money  levied 
i>y  taxes  on  the  people,  and  on  the  poor  as  well  as 
4he  rich,  could  be  better  employed  than  on  the 
^atuitous  instruction  of  a  privileged  class  of  youth. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  remarked,  that  the 
^arguments  of  the  gentleman  would  well  apply  to 
«  proposition  to  abolish  this  institution,  but  did 
not  apply  with  any  force  to  the  question  in  hand, 
which  was  not  the  establishment  of  the  Academy, 
but  the  appropriation  of  money  to  defray  expenses 
already  authorized  by  law. 

Mr.  Cannon  was  so  little  disposed  to  continue 
this  establishment,  that  he  was  willing  to  arrest, 
or  at  least  to  reduce,  the  appropriation.  But,  in 
order  to  get  at  a  proposition  to  reduce  the  expense 
of  that  establishment,  or  to  abolish  it,  Mr.  C. 
moved  to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table. 

After  some  observation  from  Mr.  Strotuer  in 
opposition  to  this  motion,  the  question  was  taken 
thereon,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Cannon  had  proposed  a  sum  less  than  that 
moved  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Acade- 
my. So  that  two  questions  were  presented ;  the 
one  on  a  certain  sum  necessary  to  the  support  of 
the  academy  as  it  now  stands,  and  the  otner  on  a 
less  sum.  The  question  being  taken,  according 
to  us^e,  on  the  largest  amount,  it  was  decided  in 
the  amrxnative,  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Cannon  said,  he  had  entertained  some 
doubts  on  the  policy  of  keeping  up  this  institution 
at  the  public  expense ;  that,  in  answer  to  a  resolu- 
tion which  he  had  introduced  in  the  early  part  of 
the  session,  some  information  had  been  received 
from  the  War  Department,  from  which  he  had 
learnt  that  somethmg  like  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  was  necessarv  for  this  institution 
the  present  year;  that  it  haa  been  in  existence 
about  twenty  years,  during  the  whole  of  which  time 
it  had  been  supported  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  it  had  already  cost  us  some 
millions  of  money.  This  he  said,  had  led  him  to 
make  some  further  inquiry  about  this  expensive 
establishment,  which  he  had  heard  it  said  was  of 
so  much  public  utility;  and,  in  order  to  ascertain 
more  precisely  the  whole  amount  of  what  it  had 
already  cost,  and  also  the  extent  of  public  good 
that  had  been  derived  from  it,  he  had  introduced  a 


second  resolution,  requirinff  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  that  information  which  he  thought  necessary 
to  enable  him  to  form  a  more  correct  opinion  re- 
specting the  benefits  that  had,  or  wouldi  probably 
in  future,  accrue  to  this  nation,  by  continuing  to 
support  tnis  in$titution.    But  here,  he  regretted  to 
have  to  say,  he  had  been  stopped  by  the  decision 
of  the  House,  which  had  rejected  the  resolution. 
and  thereby  prevented  any  further  information  be^ 
inff  obtained  on  the  subject.    But,  Mr.  Chairman, 
said  he,  I  recollect  that  some  time  during  the  14th 
Congress,  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Louisiana 
(Mr.  Roqertson)  brought  before  thb  House  a 
proposition,  the  object  of  which  was,  to  hare  the 
orphans  of  those  who  had  fallen  in  the  defence  of 
their  country  during  the  late  war,  educated  at  this 
Military  Academy,  in  preference  to  any  others.    I 
recollect  also  that  this  proposition  met  my  warmest 
approbation ;  and  I  well  remember  the  lar^  ma- 
jority by  which  it  was  at  the  same  time  rejected, 
and  the  benefits  still  retained  for  the  wealthy  part 
of  the  community,  who,  I  have  no  doubt,  are  at 
this  time  enjoying  almost  exclusively  the  oenefiis 
and  advantages  of  this  institution.    Nor,  sir,  have 
I  yet  forgotten  that,  during  the  present  session,  a 
proposition  was  rejected,  which  I  had  submitted 
to  the  House,  to  obtain  some  further  support  and 
protection  to  the  orphans  and  widows  oj^  those  eal- 
lant  men  who  have  fallen  in  defence  of  their 
country  during  the  late  war.     Thus,  sir,  you 
have  turned  your  back  on  the  helpless  orpnan 
of  your  cotmtry's  defender,  while  at  the  same 
time  you  are  voting  thousands  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  sons  of  the  most  wealthy  part  of  the 
community ;  men  who  are  able  to  educate  their 
sons  anywhere,  without  the  assistance  of  Grovera- 
ment.     Is  this  right,  I  ask?  is  it  just?   bit  not 
aristocracy,  of  the  rankest  order  ?    For  my  own 
part,  I  can  call  it  nothing  else.    He  said  he  had 
made  some  calculation,  from  the  little  information 
he  was  allowed  to  obtain  on  this  subject,  from  which 
it  would  appear  that  about  two  thousand  dollars  is 
bestowed  on  each  of  the  cadets,  who  are  admitted 
to  this  academy,  and  receive  an  education,  when 
you  have  only  siven  the  helpless  orphan  of  the 
patriot,  whose  life  has  been  sacrificed  m  his  coun- 
try's defence^  about  twenty  or  thirty  dollars  each, 
and  have  refused  to  give  more,  but  have  left  them 
to  perish  in  infancy,  or  be. supported,  as  is  the 
case  in  many  instances  in  our  country,  by  the 
people  of  their  neighborhood.    Sir,  said  he,  what 
must  be  the  feelings  of  the  patriot,  whose  blood 
has  flown  in  his  country's  cause,  when  he  shall 
look  back  on  this  state  ot  things  ?    Is  this  agree- 
able to  the  principles  on  which  this  Government 
was  founded?    Is  it  agreeable  to  the  principles  on 
which  any  government  ought  ever  to  be  founded  ? 
I  think  not,  said  he ;  on  the  contrary,  I  believe  it 
is  the  duty  of  this  Government  to  extend  support 
to  the  orphan  of  the  country|s  defender,  until  that 
orphan  shall  be  able  to  provide  its  own  means  of 
support.    He  had  thought  the  Grovernment  was 
for  the  weak,  and  not  the  strong,  as  seems  now  to 
be  the  case.    I  have  asked,  said  he,  in  yain,  to 
know  what. benefits  have  been  derived  by  this  Grov- 
ernment from  this  expensive  Military  Academy. 
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None  have  been  able  to  point  them  cot.  If  you 
intend  to  teach  military  science,  it  is  here  only 
confined  to  a  few,  "a  privileged  order,"  in  our 
country,  who  never  will,  nor  never  have  dissemi- 
nated any  of  that  science  amongst  the  general 
mass  of  the  peof^e ;  and  certainly  it  will  not  be 
pretended  in  this  country  that  we  are  to  confine 
the  military  science  to  such  narrow  limits ;  to  eive 
it  to  a  few  favorites,  at  the  public  expense,  and  re- 
fuse it  to  all  others. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  I  believe  that  our  Government 
has  been  pursuing  the  wrong  course  upon  this  sub- 
ject.  The  militarv  science  that  has  been  taught 
at  public  expense,  he  said,  ought,  in  his  opinion, 
to  be  taught  to  the  officers  of  tne  militia,  from 
"whom  it  would  be  imparted  to  the  citizens  gener- 
ally, the  soldiers  on  whom  we  must  forever  de- 
pend. This,  he  said,  had  never  yet  been  attempted, 
nor  did  he  believe  it  ever  would  be  attempted,  un- 
til this  system  of  privileged  military  order,  and 
military  aristocracy,  was  pulled  down,  or  put  out 
of  existence. 

Sir,  said  he,  when  you  are  asked  a  pittance  to 
support  and  educi^te  a  helpless  infant  orphan  of 
him  whose  blood  has  crimsoned  your  fields  of  bat- 
tle in  defence  of  his  country,  your  ears  are  deaf  to 
the  call,  and  it  is  regarded  with  indifference !  But, 
sir,  when  thousands  are  called  for,  for  this  Mili- 
tary Academy,  (for  the  benefit  of  the  wealthy,) 
your  sensibilities  are  awakened,  and  your  feelings 
are  alive  to  their  interests ;  and  numerous  advo- 
cates are  crowding  into  the  debate,  and  even  the 
emptiness  of  your  Treasury  is  not  an  obstacle. 
What,  sir!  does  this  look  like  the  principles  of 
justice  and  equality  ?  he  thought  not.    He  said, 
he  did  not  intend  to  go  into  an  inquiry  about  the 
manner  in  which  this  institution  haa  been  con- 
ducted, nor  any  irregularities  and  misconduct  that 
has  been  so  loudly  complained  of,  and  which  had 
loaded  our  tables  with  such  a  mass  of  pamphlets  ? 
nor  did  he  mean  to  make  any  reflection  on  any 
gentleman,  who  had  heretofore,  or  might  here- 
after, obtain  the  education  of  his  son,  or  sons,  at 
this  Military  Academy  at  the  public  expense?  nor 
did  he  mean  any  reflection  on  any  of  the  cadets, 
or  young  men  who  had  received  an  education 
there,  or  were  now  enjoying  its  benefits.    He 
thought,  so  long  as  it  is  kept  up  at  the  expense  of 
the  Uoyernment,  that  it  was  fair,  and  not  improper 
in  any  individual  to  enjoy  its  benefits  who  has  it 
in  his  power  to  do  so — for  he  knew  very  well, 
that  it  was  out  of  the  power  of  the  poorest  part 
of  the  people  of  our  country  to  obtain  any  portion 
of  its  benefits,  and  that  was  one  of  the  strong  ob- 
jections he  felt  to  this  institution.    It  was  sup- 
ported by  the  funds  of  the  nation — drawn  from 
public  lands,  and  various  other  sources  from  which 
we  derive  revenue — these  funds  as  much  belonged 
to  the  poor  as  to  the  rich.    But  when  placed  in 
this  Military  Academy,  the  benefits  cannot,  have 
not,  nor  will  they  ever  be  equally  shared  between 
them,  but  must  ne  obtained  almost  exclusively  by  { 
the  rich,  who  are  entirely  competent  to  educate 
their  sons  without  this  public  assistance.    Sir. 
said  he,  if  this  institution  could  be  made  a  school 
for  the  education  of  the  orphans  of  our  country  of 


whom  he  had  spoken,  he  would  he  willing  to  sup- 
port it?  But,  instead  of  that,  it  is  a  system  by 
which  the  poor  are  robbed,  in  order  to  add  to  the 
^lendor  ot  the  rich.  He  had  no  doubt  some  of 
tnese  cadets  would  go  into  the  public  service  pro- 
vided you  make  officers  of  them ;  but  he  believed 
but  few  would,  under  any  circumstance,  serve 
their  country  as  soldiers.  And  keep  this  system 
up,  and  it  leads  to  this,  that  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
fitable or  desirable  appointments  of  our  Army  or 
Navy  are  to  be  taken  from  these  highly  favored 
youne  men,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others,  no  mat- 
ter wnat  their  Qualifications  may  be.  He  consid- 
ered such  estaUishments  of  aristocracy  dangerous 
to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  the  principles  of 
the  Government.  But  he  was  well  aware  of  the 
situation  any  member  of  this  House  stood  in,  that 
attempts  their  destruction.  He  was  aware  of  the 
growing  disposition  of  the  Government  towards 
aristocracy,  and  was  anxious  to  check  it;  he 
thought  tke  sooner,  the  better.  For,  said  he,  if 
you  retain  thb  institution,  and  add  one  or  two 
more  of  a  similar  character,  it  will  be  in  vain  to 
attempt  to  arrest  the  course  of  our  Government 
towards  aristocracy.  It  will  become  so,  and  per- 
haps something  worse  will  follow. 

Sir,  said  he,  the  honorable  ffentleman  who  is 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
(Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland)  who  reported  the  bill 
containing  this  appropriation,  obiects  to  the  course 
I  am  taking,  and  says  it  is  not  tne  proper  way  to 
effect  the  object  I  have  in  view.  Indeed,  sir,  I 
fear  no  course  that  can  be  taken  by  me  to  effect 
my  object,  will  meet  the  approbation  of  that  gen- 
tleman ;  for,  sir,  it  is  my  object  to  abolish  thb 
Military  Academy  entirely,  to  prevent  its  being 
any  longer  kept  up  at  public  expense.  And  I 
had  supposed^  to  withhold  the  appropriation,  would 
have  toat  efiect,  and  in  the  event  the  House  de- 
termined to  refuse  the  appropriation,  he  would 
then  take  the  other  steps  tnat  would  be  necessary, 
after  such  decision  was  made.  This,  he  said,  was 
the  object  he  had  in  view,  and  he  had  made  the 
motion  to  strike  out  this  appropriation,  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  sense  of  the  House  on  the  subject. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Committee  would 
now  make  the  decision. 

The  Committee  proceeded  to  the  other  items  of 
appropriation. 

The  itemof  $21,000  for  bounties  and  premiums 
on  enlistments  of  recruits  to  fill  up  the  Army  com- 
ing up— 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  CaroUna,  opposed  this 
item,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  necessity 
for  increasing  the  number  of  the  Army  beyond 
their  present  actual  amount. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  supported  the  appro- 
priation as  being  almost  a  matter  of  course,  and 
generally  on  the  ground  that  the  Army  ought  not 
to  be  reduced  at  all ;  but,  if  reduced,  that  it  ought 
to  be  by  a  direct  vote. 

Mr.  TniMeLE  declared  himself  in  favor  of  a 
reduction  of  the  Army,  but  in  a  practicable  way ; 
and  he  thought  that  to  attempt  it  in  this  way  would 
but  serve  to  weaken  the  efforts  which  should  here- 
after be  made  directly  to  efiect  the  same  object 
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Mr.  Slocumb  was  opposed  to  this  appropriation ; 
and.  by  wslj  of  showiiig  how  cautious  the  House 
ougot  to  be  in  making  its  appropriations,  said,  that 
it  appeared,  from  documents  laid  before  the  House, 
that  powder  and  lead  belonging  to  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  loaned  to  bankrupts  to  the  amount 
of  $240,000 ;  the  repayment  of  which  the  House 
is  coolly  informed,  by  the  officer  having  charge  of 
that  branch  of  the  service,  was  precarious ;  and, 
in  order  to  mend  the  matter,  that  $10,000  more 
had  been  advanced  in  money  to  the  same  persons. 

Mr.  Cobb  made  a  few  remarks  against  the  ap- 
propriation. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  delivered  his  sentiments  in  favor 
of  a  reduction  of  the  Army.  But,  he  said,  though 
many  were  in  favor  of  that  reduction,  thefe  were 
also  many  who  were  opposed  to  it ;  and  the  only 
way  in  which  the  former  could  secure  their  object, 
was  to  reduce  the  appropriation.  If  the  appropri- 
ations were  made,  tne  ground  was  given  up.  He 
was  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  friends  of  the 
reduction  should  make  use  of  the  weapons  which 
lay  in  their  way.  He  thought  the  Army  too  large, 
and  uselessly  employed.  It  would  take  longer  to 
collect  this  army,  which  was  scattered  about  like  the 
sheep  of  the  shepherd  among  many  hills — to  bring 
them  from  the  Yellow  Stone,  and  the  remote  cor- 
ners of  the  earth — ^than  to  raise  up  a  new  army. 
He  also  complained  of  the  magnitude  of  the  Staff 
of  the  Army,  as  being  disproportionate  to  its 
numbers. 

Mr.  Balowin  made  some  remarks  explanatory 
of  the  occasion  for  this  appropriation. 

Mr.  Foot,  with  a  view  to  present  directljr  to  the 
House  the  question  of  authorizing  the  enlistment 
of  men  to  supply  vacancies  occurring  in  the  ranks, 
moved  to  strike  out  from  the  bill  all  that  relates  to 
appropriations  for  recruiting  expenses.  His  object 
was  not  to  defeat  that  appropriation,  but  to  post- 
pone it  until  the  proposition  for  the  reduction  of  the 
Army  should  be  decided  in  one  way  or  other,  that 
the  main  debate  might  not  incidentally  arise  on 
this  proposition. 

Mr.  Sim  KINS  said.  that,  although  the  bill  relat- 
ing to  the  Military  Establishment  had  been  post- 
poned, at  the  instance  of  the  Speaker,  to  await  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  on 
our  Spanish  affairs,  that  the  proposition  for  the 
reduction  of  the  army  might  come  up  and  be  met 
in  a  distinct  shape,  yet  we  find  that  the  question 
of  reducing  the  army  is  discussed  in  almost  every 
clause  of  this  bill.  Indeed,  on  the  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  navv,  the  army  was  still  the 
theme,  however  out  of  order  such  a  discussion  had 
been.  I  shall  therefore  meet  some  of  the  argu- 
ments urged  by  those  who  appear  to  be  unfriendly 
to  the  army,  and  show  some  reasons  why  it  should 
not  be  reduced. 

It  is  no  new  doctrine,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  econ- 
omy is  laudable  in  any  Grovernment,  and  partic- 
ularly in  a  Republic — ^that  a  corruption  of  your  of- 
ficers first,  and  finally  a  demoralization  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people,  would  be  the  result  of  an  ex- 
travagant and  wasteful  expenditure  of  the  public 
money.  Hence,  it  is  proper,  on  any  advance  to- 
wards thb  state  of  things,  to  retrench,  curtail,  and 


exact  to  the  last  cent :  guard  your  appropriations, 
and,  when  the  money  is  voted,  impose  the  most 
rigid  responsibility  on  your  officers  for  its  disburse- 
ment. 6ut,  remember,  when  you  do  this,  spare 
the  permanent  land  and  naval  defences  or  the 
country.  Touch  not  these,  which  are  the  surest 
guarantee  for  your  wealth,  peace  and  safety. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  high  tone  for  economy,  and 
the  zealous  spirit  for  retrenchment,  now  pervading 
this  House,  most  forcibly  reminds  me  of  the  weak- 
est point  of  our  Government.  It  is  that  of  disturb- 
ing, weakening,  and  finally  destroying  the  yaloa- 
ble  institutions  of  the  Republic,  unaer  the  specious, 
and  often  deceptive,  cry  of  economy,  on  the  recur- 
rence of  every  exigency  in  your  Treasury,  every 
embarrassment  in  your  fiscal  concerns. 

Hence  it  b,  that  when  you  emerge  from  a  war, 
(as  you  have  done  not  lon^  since,)  and  are  smart- 
ing under  the  womids  inflicted  by  a  want  of  due 
preparation  and  provident  defence,  you  vote  an 
increase  of  your  navy,  and  a  due  organization  of, 
and  improvement  in  your  army,  and  the  foitifiea- 
tion  of  all  our  exposed  points.  This  you  then  in- 
tend as  a  permanent  system,  to  be  increased  and 
perfected  with  your  increasing  numbers,  wealth, 
and  foreign  relations.  The  system  goes  on  well 
enough  whilst  you  have  a  full  Treasury.  Indeed, 
sums  may  then  be  voted  which  are  not  only  suffi- 
cient for  your  purposes,  but  which,  all  things  con- 
sidered, may  even  savor  of  extravagance.  But, 
sir,  fluctuations  in  prosperity  and  wealth  are  the 
lot  of  all  nations ;  and  now,  when  our  agriculture 
and  commerce  do  not  so  much  prosper,  and  the 
Treasury  is  not  so  full — when  borrowing  or  taxes 
may  be  the  consequences,  we  become  alarmed ; 
economy  and  retrenchment  take  so  deep  a  hold 
on  our  feelings,  and  the  tide  becomes  so  strong  and 
overwhelming,  that  nothing  can  resist  it.  x  our 
navy,  your  army,  your  fortifications,  and  other 
means  of  permanent  defence,  are  likely  to  be  swept 
away.  And  I  do  very  much  question,  Mr.  Chau^ 
man,  whether,  in  five  or  ten  years,  you  will  have 
a  vestige  of  your  army  left,  snould  your  Treasury 
present  the  expect  which  to  many  now  seems  so 
appalling.  This,  I  say,  emphatically,  is  the  weak- 
est point  of  your  Grovernment.  In  propcM-tion  as 
you  are  distant  from  war^  you  gradually  lose  sight 
of  its  terrors  and  desolation ;  you  slide  into  a  de- 
fenceless state,  preaching  up  the  odium  against 
standing  armies,  against  large  expenditures,  the 
terrors  of  taxinc^  the  people,  and  all  the  other  fnght- 
ful  pictures  which  maxe  us  quake  for  our  pop- 
ulanty. 

But  is  this  true  economy  ?  It  is  with  pain  I 
feel  compelled  to  resort  to  scenes  so  recent  as  the 
late  war,  and  which  should  be  strong  in  the  mind 
of  every  me^nber.  I  am  no  adept  at  calculation, 
but  I  do  believe  that  the  interest  of  the  money 
spent,  (to  say  nothing  of  the  lives  sacrificed,)  for 
the  first  two  years  of  our  last  struggle,  by  reason 
of  a  want  of  *due  defence  and  preparation,  would 
support  your  army  in  its  present  extent.  Still  the 
doctrine  is,  reduce,  knock  aown  the  army,  because  we 
are  too  poor  to  support  it,  and  try  the  experiment 
again. 

Mr.  Chairman,  you  know  it  is  hard,  if  not  im- 
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possible,  to  lay  taxes  and  prepare  for  war,  when 
you  are  in  a  defenceless  state.  Your  taxes  render 
you  so  unpopular  before  ^ou  declare  war,  that  you 
cannot,  or  dare  not,  do  it.  Is  it  not  then  best, 
cheapest,  most  wise,  to  keep  as  well  prepared  for 
such  an  event  as  possible  ?  Is  it  not  wisest  to  ap- 
preciate the  maxim  of  the  Father  of  his  Country, 
that  the  most  certain  and  c^ectual  way  of  avoia- 
ing  war  is  to  prepare  for  it  in  time  of  peace. 

What  is  our  situation  in  regard  to  foreign  Pow- 
ers 1  Are  yrour  relations  with  Spain  certain,  set- 
tled, or  pacific  1  Are  you  sure  of  maintaining  any 
thing  like  a  durable  peace  with  your  great  rival 
in  commerce,  trade,  and  naval  supremacy  ?  Have 
you  not  been  told,  from  the  most  unquestionable 
authority,  that  that  nation  is  building  lar^e  num- 
bers of  new  ships,  on  improved  plans,  for  uie  very 
purpose  of  meeting  yours  ?  Do  you  not  know 
that  she  is  increasing  her  munitions  of  war,  and 
improving  her  military  strength?  Can  you  be 
insensible  that  every  movement  of  yours  is  watch- 
ed ;  that  your  fortifications,  your  whole  coast,  and 
the  state  of  your  army,  are  regularly  made  known  to 
her  i  and,  above  all,  ao  you  not  Jcnow  that  she  will 
strike  you  wben  you  are  weakest,  most  embarrass- 
ed, and  most  ofi*  your  guard?  Can  you  be  insen- 
sible that  the  reduction  of  your  army,  and  other 
means  of  defence,  invites  the  blow  ? 

The  state  of  our  Treasury,  I  well  know,  demands 
econoniy,  and  I  am  ready  as  any  one  to  pursue  it. 
But  is  it  really  so  lamentable,  so  beggarljr,  as  to 
lead  us  to  jeopardize  the  valuable  institutions  of 
your  country  ?  Your  Treasurer  reports  a  defici- 
ency of  five  millions;  and  is  this  so  alanning  as 
gentlemen  represent?  It  is  said  the  Sinking  Fund 
cannot  be  touched.  I  would  not  meddle  with  it 
if  any  breach  of  the  public  faith  is  to  be  the  con- 
sequence. This,  however,  is  not  demonstrated  by 
any  reasoning  which  I  have  heard.  You  cannot, 
previously  to  the  year  1824,  use  it  to  purchase  in 
the  public  debt,  unless  your  stock  is  under  par ;  an 
event  altogether  improbable,  unless  a  war  inter- 
venes. Will  you  then  let  it  lie  idle  in  your  Treas- 
ury, without  yielding  a  cent  of  interest,  till  it  accu- 
mulates to  822^000,000  ?  I  cannot  see  the  indis- 
p^isable  policy  of  this  course. 

If,  then,  you  i^ropriate  the  balance  of  that 
fund  for  this  year— Tor.  let  it  be  lemembered  that 
a  part  of  it  has  already  oeen  used,  hoirerer  sacred—* 
it  will  amount  to  about    ...    111,600^000 

Modify  your  pension  law,  which 
will  give  you  at  least       ...       1,500,000 

And  mpcopriate  the  sum  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  which  makes  a  saving  from 
the  annual  estiinate  of  the  Vl^r  Pe- 
partment,  of  about  ....      2,600,000 

Aad  you  have  ....  05,700,000 
But,  suppose  this  not  to  be  correct,  and  nothing 
whatever  saved  by  this  means,  will  you  weaken 
and  destroy  the  permanent  defence  of  your  coun- 
try, rather  than  bcMrrow  money  or  lay  taxes  ?  Sir, 
I  am  not  so  alarmed  at  the  responsibilitv  of  taxa- 
.tion  as  some  gentlemoi  from  almost  all  sides  of 
the  House,    i  would  lay  taxes  rather  tl^an  eaooun- 


ter  a  greater  evil.  Neither  do  I  believe  the  state 
of  the  country  so  distressing  and  impoverished  as 
gentlemen  have  represented.  We  have,  to  be  sure, 
with  all  other  nations,  our  fluctuations  from  a 
greater  to  a  less  degree  of  prosperity.  But  who 
can  with  truth  say,  that  this  nation  is  poor  ?  It 
is  admitted  that  io^  many  parts  of  the  country  the 
times  are  a  little  hard ;  the  pressure  ^eater  than 
usual ;  but  is  this  a  reason  for  abolishing  the  great 
national  system  of  defence  settled  four  or  five  years 
ago,  after  the  most  mature  deliberation,  upon  the 
most  perfect  information  and  estimates,  and  guided 
by  the  wisest  counsels — the  counsels  of  age  and 
dear-bought  experience? 

But,  gentlemen  say^  standing  armies  are  dan- 
gerous ;  rely  on  the  militia.  Uan  a  single  gentle- 
man in  this  House  believe  that  ten  milLons  of  en- 
lightened freemen  are  endangered  bv  an  army  of 
ten  thousand  men,  divided  at  dehty-nve  posts,  and 
spread  over  a  space  of  several  thousand  miles?  I 
will  not  discuss  the  proposition. 

And  can  gentlemen  be  more  correct  when  they 
speak  of  relying  on  the  militia,  in  the  first  onset 
of  a  war,  and  before  they  have  had  time  for  dis- 
cipline or  camp  duty?  Every  body  must  know 
the  disorgitniz^,  unregulated  state  of  the  great 
body  of  the  militia  ,in  the  Middle  and  SouUiern 
States.  Congress  is  charged  by  the  Constitution 
with  the  defence  and  protection  of  the  country. 
They  have  utterly  failed  to  establish  any  uniform 
system,  so  as  to  render  the  militia  really  efficient ; 
so  as  to*  do  away  the  necessity  of  regular  troops ; 
and  yet  they  are  for  reducing  and  destroying  the 
Army. 

We  are,  however,  told,  that  it  is  not  intended  to 
des^oy  the,  Anny.  only  to  reduce  it  Sir,  by  re- 
ducis^  it,  you  will  destroy  it.  You  destroy  its 
permaiMmGy  and  respectability,  by  making  it  un- 
certain how  long  you  will  keep  it  up  ^  by  discuss- 
ing the  propriety  of  its  existence  every  session  of 
this  bodv ;  by  rendering  the  tenure  by  which  offi- 
cers hold  their  offices,  utterly  uncertain.  Who 
will  spend  a  laborious  life  in  ffainin^  military 
knowledge  ?  Who  will  ffive  up  domestic  ease  and 
happiness  ?  Who  will  ^rsake  lucrative  employ- 
ment^ to  drill,  discii^ine,  and  perfect  your  army, 
for  offices,  the  very  existence  of  which  is  jeopard- 
ized eveiy  year? 

It  has  been  intimated,  that  your  soldiers  have 
nothing  to  do  but  sit  in  garrisons  and  rub  bright 
their  muskets.  Sir,  this  is  not  the  fact.  Thecampof 
your  army  will  not  be  a  seat  of  idleness  and  cor- 
ruption, it  it  is  properly  organized  and  judiciously 
fittended  to;  and  is  it  not  true,  th^t  your  soldiers 
are  already  employed  in  constructing  valuable 
roads ;  in  raising  provisions  for  their  support,  by 
which  they  are  not  only  preserved  from  idleness 
and  dissipation,  but  their  own  pecuniary  emolu- 
ment advanced  ?  Has  not  an  entirely  new  and 
valuable  system  been  introduced,  and  in  a  most 
gratifying  progress  of  execution  ? 

Sir,  your  Army  ia  1817,  <^08t  -  5,133,994 
InX618  ....  3,613,803 
In  1819        .       ^       .       .       3,344,616 

And  in  1820,  if  the  aj^ropriatio/as  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaps  are  voted,  its 
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cost  will  bie  reduced  several  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

From  the  most  accurate  estimate  which  can 
now  be  made,  the  expenses  for  1821  and  1822  will 
still  be  diminished.  Will  you  then  destroy  ^rour 
army  rather  than  touch  five  millions  of  your  sink- 
ing mnd,  which  will  probably  lie  idle  ? 

V^illyou  hazard  its  existence  rather  than  modify 
your  enormous  pension  list,  by  which  the  reward 
given  to  your  really  meritorious  Revolutionary 
soldiers  will  still  not  be  taken  avray ;  and  many 
abuses  corrected? 

Rather  than  even  borrow  money  or  lay  taxes — 
events  not  conceived  to  be  necessary — 

Will  you  impair  its  natural  energy  because  it 
costs  you  less  and  less  every  year  ? 

Because  your  soldiers  are  employed  in  improving 
your  military  frontier j^  advancmc;  their  own  pecu- 
niary interest,  and  satvmg  themselves  from  idleness 
and  ruin  ? 

Because  your  numbers,  wealth,  extent  of  coun- 
try, and  number  of  posts  rendered  necessary  for 
protection,  are  continually  increasing  ? 

Because  the  state  of  your  militia  is  so  efficient 
and  flattering? 

Because  there  alreadv  exists  too  much  military 
skill  and  science  ?  And,  above  all,  will  you  reduce 
and  weaken  your  army  because  you  have  no  for- 
eign enemies,  no  political  and  commercial  rivals, 
who  are  watching  your  military  movements,  and 
who  will  strike  you  at  your  weakest  and  most  un- 
wary moment  ? 

Sir,  I  see  a  strong  disposition  to  reduce,  and  to 
gauge  your  national  defence,  by  the  supposed 
strength  of  your  Treasurv.  I  have  raised  my  voice 
against  sucn  a  course  or  policy,  not  only  as  most 
extravagant  in  the  end,  but  as  ruinous  and  de- 
structive of  the  best  interest  of  the  country ;  be  the 
result  what  it  may,  I  shall  be  consoled  by  having 
done  nay  duty. 

Mr.  Khea  said  a  few  words  in  defence  of  the 
militia,  as  compared  with  the  regular  force. 

Mr.  SiMKiNS  disclaimed  any  mtention  to  depre- 
ciate the  militia. 

Mr.  Clay  said  a  few  words  expressive  of  his  hope 
that  this  bill  would  be  permitted  to  take  its  course. 
These  broken  efforts,  he  said,  of  the  friends  of  a 
reduction  of  the  Army,  would  have  the  effect  to 
weaken  their  strength.  For  himsell^  he  could  not 
vote  to  reduce  a  man  of  the  Army  m  the  present 
posture  of  our  affairs.  Even  if  the  Army  were  to 
be  reduced,  he  did  not  know  that  he  should  vote 
against  this  item  of  appropriation,  as  it  might  yet 
be  necessary  to  have  such  an  appropriation,  let  the 
force  of  the  Army  be  greater  or  less.  In  relation 
to  all  expenditures  already  authorized  by  law,  he 
thought  the  House  should  go  on  and  make  the  ap- 
propriations. In  relation  to  the  items  of  appro- 
priation not  previously  authorized  by  law,  such  as 
that  for  fortifications,  dtc.,  the  House  was  at  full 
liberty  to  use  a  discretion. 

Mr.  Cannon  said  he  could  not  yield  to  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  honorable  Speaker,  (Mr.  Clay,) 
who  seemed  to  think  he  was  not  pursuing  the  best 
course  to  effect  his  object;  but  who,  he  said,  he 
was  glad  to  find,  was  also  in  favor  of  retrenching 


the  expenditures  of  the  Government ;  for,  he  said, 
he  had  no  fears  of  "  wasting  our  strength."     He 
said  he  knew  that  some  objections  would  be  found 
by  some  of  the  advocates  of  retrenchment  to  any 
course  that  would  probably  be  proposed ;  but,  for 
his  own  part,  he  thought  the  course  he  was  pur- 
suing was  such  as  the  situation  of  the  country  re- 
quired, and  was,  indeed,  the  only  one  that  could 
effect  the  object  that  they  had  in  view.    He  said  he 
had  listened  with  some  decree  of  attention  to  the 
arguments  of  several  gentlemen  who  had  spoken 
in  favor  of  this  appropriation  for  the  recruiting 
service  the  present  year,  but^  he  said  they  had  aU 
fallen  very  far  short  of  convincing  him  that  it  was 
really  necessary,  in  these  times  of  profound  peace 
and  tranquillity,  to  appropriate  this  large  sum  of 
fl>21,000  for  the  recruiting  service  the  present  year. 
Sir,  s&id  he,  the  gentlemen  must  first  show  that 
these  recruits  are  necessary  for  the  good  and  saSety 
of  the  country  before  I  can  yield  my  assent  to  the 
measure.    This,  he  said,  they  had  not  undertaken 
to  show,  nor  did  he  believe  it  possible  for  the  ad- 
vocates of  a  standing  army  to  do  so,  notwithstand- 
ing the  ingenuity  they  possessed  and  had  shown 
in  this  debate.    He  said  they  had  not  shown  that 
the  present  number  in  the  Army  was  necessary  in 
time  of  peace ;  and  he  thought  it  would  puzzle 
them  a  good  deal  to  show  that  a  Military  Estab- 
lishment, to  the  amount  he  had  proposed  to  reduce 
it  to,  ^five  thousand,)  was  indispensably  necessa- 
ry to  tnis  Government  in  time  of  peace ;  and  he 
tnought,  on  the  subject  of  a  standing  army,  no 
more  should  ever  be  kept  up,  in  time  of  peace,  than 
was  indispensable  to  the  security  of  the  public  arms 
and  munitions  of  war,  or  to  take  care  of  the  pub- 
lic property  of  this  kind.    Sir,  said  he,  the  honor- 
able gentleman  who  is  chairman  of  the  Com.mittee 
of  Ways  and  Means  (Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,) 
had  contended  that  this  appropriation  was  neces- 
sary to  keep  the  Army  full,  in  order  to  supply  all 
the  forts  and  garrisons  in  the  United  States  with 
men.    He  saia  he  knew  that  we  had  a  great  many- 
forts  and  ^rrisons,  and  he  knew,  also,  that  it  would 
not  be  difficult  for  the  President  and  Secretary  of 
War  to  increase  them  to  double  the  number  we 
now  have,  and  to  continue  increasing  them,  until 
a  regular  standing  army  of  twenty  thousand  would 
be  necessary  to  supply  these  forts  and  garrisons 
with  men ;  and  it  would  then  be  contended  that 
aU  this  was  necessary  for  the  good  and  safety  of 
the  country.    But,  sir,  said  he,  I  do  not  believe  that 
it  is  necessary,  in  time  of  profound  peace,  to  keep 
up  more  than  one-half  of  the  forts  and  garrisons 
we  now  have.    They  had  been  necessary,  he  had 
no  doubt,  in  time  of  war,  but  thought  it  could  not 
be  shewn  that  they  were  all  necessary  now ;  al- 
though he  was  willing  to  admit  that  we  ought  to 
keep  up  some  of  them,  where  it  would  be  conve- 
nient and  proper  to  keep  our  arms  and  other  muni- 
tions of  war,  with  a  sufficient  number  of  men  in 
each  to  take  good  care  of  those  arms  and  other 
public  property.    This,  he  thought,  was  all  that 
could  be  said  to  be  really  indispensably  necessary 
to  be  kept  up  and  retained  in  service  during  a  state 
of  i>eace ;  and,  said  he,  we  must  suppose  that  we 
are  in  no  immediate  danger  of  being  involved  in 
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war  with  any  nation  on  earth,  when  we  look  at  the 
documents  which  have  been  drawn  from  the  War 
Department  on  the  subject  of  the  vast  loans  of 
ammunition  that  have  been  made,  (whether  by 
authority,  or  not,  he  did  not  know.)  But  we  are 
told  that  the  officers  of  our  Government,  the  agents 
of  the  War  Department,  have  loaned  an  enormous 
amount  of  our  powder  and  lead,  and,  also,  that  the 
Gkrremment  will  lose  many  thousands  of  dollars 
by  this  novel  transaction :  that  such  has  been  the 
anxiety  of  our  officers  of  Government  to  get  rid 
of  this  part  of  our  munitions  of  war,  that  they 
have  loan^  to  persons  (to  speculate  on)  that  are 
unable  to  pay  it  again,  and  probably  never  will  be 
able.  This  conduct,  he  said,  did  not  warn  us  that 
we  were  about  to  be  involved  in  war,  nor  that 
there  was  the  least  probability  of  such  a  state  of 
things  taking  place. 

But,  sir,  said  he,  I  have  risen,  in  part,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  noticing  some  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Bouth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Simkins.)  That 
gentleman  seems  to  entertain  great  fears  that  the 
spirit  for  economy  and  retrenchment  will  destroy 
the  '^  valuaUe  institutions  of  our  Republic."  .  Sir, 
said  Mr.  C,  my  fears  are  of  a  different  kind  to 
those  which  have  been  expressed  by  that  gentle- 
man. I  fear  the  destruction  of  the  principles  of 
our  Government  by  its  course  of  extravagance  and 
folly.  He  is  alarmed  with  fears  of  the  destruction 
of  the  Army  \  I  am  alarmed  to  see  its  nourishment 
and  growth.  But,  sir,  could  I  believe  that  the 
safety  of  our  countrv  depended  on  this  regular 
army,  or  that  it  really  was  what  the  gentleman 
seems  to  believe  it  to  be,  the  "  permanent  defence" 
of  our  country,  I  might,  indeed,  be  also  in  favor 
of  retaining  and  increasing  it.  But,  sir,  I  have 
been  tausbt  to  believe  differently;  my  political 
opinions  have  been  drawn  from  entirely  a  diffisr- 
ent  source  from  that  of  the  honorable  gentleman. 
Indeed,  he  said,  he  felt  astonished  to  hear  such 
doctrines  advanced  by  that  ^ntleman — the  doc- 
trine of  large  standing  armies  in  time  of  peace 
was  abhorrent  to  his  most  deliberate  judsment, 
and  it  was  the  first  time  he  had  heard  such  opin- 
ions advanced  on  that  floor,  and  he  hoped  such 
opinions  never  would  be  entertained  by  a  majority 
of  the  House.  Sir.  said  he,  I  had  always  thought 
that  the  people  of  tnis  country,  the  militia,  was  the 
most  safe  and  permanent  defence.  I  always  un- 
derstood this  to  be  the  doctrine  of  him  who  has 
been  called  the  Father  of  his  Country.  It  is  the 
doctrine  of  the  Constitution,  and,  therefore,  is  my 
doctrine. 

Sir,  I  should  entertain  no  such  fears  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  does,  even  should  no 
vestiffe  of  a  standing  army  be  left.  I  know,  sir, 
that  me  people,  the  citizens  of  our  Government, 
will  defend  it,  will  preserve  it,  as  long  as  we  pre- 
serve them  from  the  pressure  of  unnecessary  taxes 
and  burdens.  But,  to  support  and  maintain  large 
standing  armies  in  time  of  peace,  is  not  my  way 
to  prepare  for  war.  I  would  take  a  more  safe 
course,  and  one  more  congenial  to  the  principles 
of  our  Government;  to  arm  and  discipline  our 
citizens,  for  I  am  unwilling  to  trust  the  safety  and 
preservation  of  my  Government  with  any  regular 


army  that  can  be  supported ;  but  he  said  he  would 
not  repeat  more  of  the  opinions  and  doctrines  he 
had  before  advanced  on  this  subject:  the  increase* 
of  the  regular  army  in  time  of  peace  is  diminish- 
ing the  strength  of  the  nation,  instead  of  adding 
to  its  safety.  But.  said  he,  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Simkins)  has  spoken  of  the 
inefficiency  of  the  militia  in  the  Middle  and 
Southern,  or  Western  States.  Sir,  said  he,  while 
I  admit  tnat  Congress  has  heretofore,  in  my  opin- 
ion, failed  or  n^lected  to  do  its  duty  towards  the 
militia,  I  must  say  that  I  believe  this  will  con- 
tinue to  be  the  case  as  long  as  we  keep  up  and 
rely  on  a  standing  army.  It  has  been  made  the 
favorite,  while  the  other  species  of  force  has  been,, 
and  no  doubt  will  continue  to  be,  neglected.  I  at 
the  same  time  most  decidedly  diner  with  the  gen- 
tleman in  the  opinion  he  entertains  of  the  ineffi- 
ciency of  the  militia  of  the  Southern  and  Western 
States.  In  cases  of  sudden  emergency,  or  any 
other  cases  where  they  have  been  required  to  act 
during  the  late  war,  sir,  said  he,  the  reverse  is 
found  to  be  the  fact.    It  has  proved  to  be  the  most 

Erompt  and  efficient  force  in  many  instances. 
lOok,  said  he,  for  a  moment  at  what  took  place 
in  the  State  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent. 
On  the  news  of  the  massacre  at  Fort  Mims,  during 
the  late  war,  being  received  and  made  known 
through  the  medium  of  the  newspapers,  to  the 
people,  the  citizens  equipped  and  furnished  them- 
selves, formed  and  organized  themselves  into  vol- 
unteer companies  of  mounted  riflemen  throughout 
the  various  sections  of  the  State,  without  any 
orders  or  request  from  the  Governor  or  the  com- 
manding General.  Fourteen  companies  volunta- 
rily precipitated  themselves  into  the  enemy's  coun- 
try, with  a  determination  to  inflict  chastisement 
on  these  savases  for  their  horrid  deeds;  they  were 
followed  by  me  commanding  General,  with  other 
volunteer  and  militia  forces,  called  out,  with  whom 
they  co-operated,  and,  notwithstanding  the  regular 
troops  that  were  stationed  in  the  same  country 
where  these  troops  went  from,  many  battles  were 
fought  and  complete  victory  obtained,  before  the 
regular  forces  of  the  United  States  could  reach  th^ 
field  of  action. 

Sir,  said  he,  there  are  many  other  instanees 
where  their  superiority  has  been  shown.  New 
Orleans  could  bear  testimony  of  another,  sufi&cient 
to  show  the  correctness  of  mv  opinions.  It  is  the 
feelings  of  men  or  armies  tnat  makes  thrai  en- 
counter difficulties  and  dangers,  and  it  is  the< 
attachment  of  the  people  to  the  Government,  will 
make  them  always  defend  it.  Sir,  said  he,  I  will 
not  adopt  the  doctrine  that  you  must  retain  these 
officers  of  the  regular  army  in  service  in  time  of 
peace,  because  you  may  want  them  in  time  of 
war.  In  time  of  war,  all  are  subject  to  be  called 
to  the  defence  of  the  country :  every  citizen  has 
to  leave  his  home  and  every  thing  near  and  dear 
to  him ;  he  has  the  greatest  sacrifice  to  make,  and 
I  cannot  presume  that  these  officers  possess  so 
much  less  patriotism,  as  to  suppose  they  would 
refuse  again  to  enter  your  service,  whenever  the 
situation  of  the  country  required  it. 
Sir,  said  he,  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
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lina  has  made  an  allusion  to  the  dread  of  laying 
taxes,  which  he  supposes  to  be  felt  by  the  advo- 
cates of  retrenchment  This  he  thought  scarcely 
worthy  of  a  reply ;  for  his  own  part,  he  did  not 
feel  it  to  be  necessary,  as  the  course  he  had  pur- 
sued while  a  member  of  the  House  during  the  late 
war,  would  show  that  he  did  not  fear  to  encounter 
that  responsibility,  whenever  the  situation  of  our 
country  might  require  it.  He  said  he  did  not  be- 
lieve the  situation  of  our  country  at  this  time  to 
be  such  as  to  require  laying  taxes,  but  he  thought 
it  did  require  retrenchment,  so  as  to  reduce  our 
expenditures  to  the  amount  of  our  revenue  at 
least,  and  he  would  prefer  being  a  little  under  that 
amount,  than  to  permit  them  to  remain  so  far  be- 
yond the  extent  of  our  present  resources  as  they 
were.  This,  he  said,  was  the  course  he  had  de- 
itermined  to  pursue,  and  he  should  persist  in  it 
until  he  could  be  convinced  of  his  error ;  he  would 
oppose  every  appropriation  which  he  believed  to 
be  unnecessary,  or  subversive  of  the  true  interest 
and  prosperity  of  his  country. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  also  again 
spoke  to  the  same  effect  as  Mr.  C.  at  some  length, 
and  concluded  by  a  motion  that  the  Committee 
rise,  with  the  express  view  of  laying  this  bill  on 
the  table,  in  order  to  take  up  the  proposition  to 
xeduce  the  Army. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  decided  in  the 
jkegitive,  by  no  large  majority. 

The  question  on*  Mr.  Foot's  motion  was  then 
tleeided  in  iJ&e  negative  hy  a  decided  majority; 
.and  the  iiemof  appropriation  for  bounties,  &>c., 
for  the  recruiting  service,  was  agreed  to. 

.  The  other  anpropriations  in  the  bill  were  then 
.ageeed  to,  untu  the  House  came  to  the  appropria- 
:tion  for  fortifications;  for  wluch  object  the  Com- 
:imttee  of  Ways  and  Means  propose  the  sum  of 
«ight  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

[Mr.  iBMnra,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  fill  the 
blank  with  the  sum  of  ei^ht  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  being  the  sum  which  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  thought  it  proper  to  recom- 
mend. A  laxffer  sum  had  been  estimated  to  be 
Aeoessary  by  me  War  Department,  but  the  Com- 
mittee had  thought  this  would  be  sufficient,  par- 
tic^rly  after  deducting  the  sum  estimated  for 
the  f<^tification  at  Dauphin  Island,  the  jHrosecu- 
tion  of  which,  in  the  opinionof  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  was  not  important.  Mr.  :S. 
entered  into  a  variety  of  statements  of  the  esti-. 
■mated  cost  of  the  various  fortifications  now  erect- 
ing^ and  of  the  contracts  alreadv  made,  to  show 
that  this  sum  was  necessary,  apuwoula  be  suffi- 
cient. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  desirous  of  knowing,  if  the 
appropriation  was  limited  to  the  sum  of  eight 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  what  was  to  be  done 
•with  the  contracts  which  had  been  made,  and 
under  which  a  larger  sum  would  he  necessary. 
Unless  it  could  be  shown,  that  contracts  made  by 
the  Blsecutive  are  not  bindinjgf  on  the  Govern- 
iment,  he  should  be  in  favor  of  filling  the  blank 
with  the  sum  estimated  by  the  proper  authority  to 
be  necessary.  To  bring  tnis  question  fairly  before 
.the  House,  he  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  that 


sum,  viz.:  one  million  fire  hundred  and  t^weaty 
thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Clay  did  not  concur,  he  said,  in  tbe  ides 
that  any  contract  made  by  an  officer  of  the  Gov- 
emment  was  binding  on  Congress.    If  contract* 
were  made,  for  example,  for  the  erection  of  forti- 
fications where  they  were  not  wanted,  -w^s  the 
Government  bound  to  execute  the  work?     C«f- 
tainly  not.    They  might  take  back  the  coatracL 
paying  the  other  party  all  damages  and  cost  he 
may  have  sustained  by  the  annulment  of  the  con- 
tract.   So  far  from  enlarging  the  appr<^xiatio!u 
he  would  rather  diminish  it     The  better  T^ay,  he 
thought,  would  be  to  fill  up  the  blank. with  four  or 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars;  if,  in  the  course  of 
the  session,  the  state  of  the  Treasury,  or  the  as- 
pect of  the  times,  should  justify  the  apprapriatioo 
of  a  larger  sum,  a  supplemental  appvopriation 
might  be  made.    The  contractors,  he  said,  gen- 
demen  miffht  rely  on  it,  would  not  throw  op  weir 
contracts  because  a  less  amount  was  allowed  to 
be  expended  within  a  given  period.     They  would 
be  content  with  half  a  million  of  dollars.    L^t  us, 
said  Mr.  C.^  hold  on  to  the  purse-strinss  until  we 
get  further  mto  the  session,  and  see  what  is  to  be 
done  in  respect  to  the  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  said  that  he. 
for  one,  did  not  acknowledge  the  right  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive officers  to  make  contracts  which  would 
anticipate  the  revenue,  and  paralyze  the  tolerations 
of  the  Government.  They  hadf  a  right,  he  ad- 
mitted, to  make  contracts  under  appropriation 
actually  made  by  Congress,  but  to  no  gfeater 
amount 

A  motion  was  made  for  the  Committee  to  rise, 
(about  four  o'clock,)  and  agreed  to. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pr£bidbnt  op  the  United  States  : 

To  the  House  of  Rtpreseniativea  of  the  Uniied  Siatet  ■ 
I  transmit  to  Congress  a  report  from  the  Secretaiy 
of  the  Treasuiy,  which,  wiUi  aceompanjiDg  doeu- 
menta,  will  show  that  the  act  of  the  J^Oth  of  May, 
1812,  respecting  the  northern  and  western  bonnd&riea 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  has  been  executed. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Wasbivotok,  Mareh  8,  1820. 

The  Message  and  accompanyiog  documents  were 
laid  on  the  table. 


Thursday,  March  9. 

The  Speaker  communicated  to  the  House  8 
letter  from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
enclosing  an  act  passed  by  the  Genexal  A»embly 
of  that  State,  entitled  "An  act  reepecting  a  nan- 
^ble  communication  between  Lake  Erie  and  the 
Ohio ;"  and  a  resolution  pass^  by  the  said  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  asking  a  donation  of^.  grant,  or  right 
of  pre-emption  i  in  the  purchase  of,  certain  lands, 
agreeably  to  the  oroviaion  of  the  said  act ;  as,  also, 
for  the  rieht  of  pre-emption  to  purchaae  twelre 
sections  of  land,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
seats  of  justice  thereon  lor  new  counties  which 
have  been  formed ;  which  letter,  with  the  said  act 
and  resolution,  was  referred  to  tae  Committee  on 
Boad»and  Canals. 
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Edations  with  ^xm. 


H.  OF  R. 


Mr.  SiLSB££,  irom  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiairsj  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  I8th  ultimo, 
the  petition  of  sundry  fishermen  of  Gloucester,  in 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  reported  a  bill  to 
amend  the  second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  ^^An 
act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national 
defence,  by  estaUishing an  nnifonn  militia  through- 
out the  United  States ;''  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 


morrow. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from. the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  James  Wilkinson,  made  a 
report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  General  James  Wilkinson;  which  bill  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  were  instructed  to  examine  and  report 
to  this  House,  whether,  in  their  opinion,  cents,  or 
copper  coins,  are  by  law  made  a  tender^  and  whe- 
ther the  existing  laws  regulating  the  coins  of  the 
United  States  require  amendments. 

Mr.  Strong,  of  Vermont,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution^  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table : 

RcBolvedf  That  the  Prwident  of  die  United  atates 
be  reqoeeted  to  liy  before  this  fiouee  soch  iaioana- 
tion  a«  he  may  think  proper  relating  to  the  piogrees, 
proceedings,  and  final  ftccompUebmont,  of  tne  Com- 
misaioneri  appointed  agreeably  to  the  4ih«  5Ui,  6tb, 
7th,  and  8th  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  in  as- 
certaining and  settling  the  boundary  line  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  in  conformity  to  the 
second  article  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  wheUier  it  is 
ascertained  that  the  fortification  at  Rouse's  Point,  (so 
called,)  on  Lake  Champlain,  near  the  45th  degree  of 
north  latitude,  is  within  the  boundary  limits  of  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain,  and  what  has  been  the 
amount  of  the  expenditure  in  erecting  said  fortifica- 
tion ;  and,  also,  to  give  sueh  fiirtber  information  as  he 
■may  think  proper  as  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  ex- 
peoditnre  already  accrued  to  the  United  States,  in 
carrying  into  .efiEBCt  said  treaties,  snfaseqnent  to  the 
appointment  of  said  coninussioners,  inclnding  their 
annual  salaries  or  perquisites. 

The  foUowing  Message  was  leceiyed  fmn  the 
Precupent  op  tbb  United  STATsa : 
To  the  Spwker  0/  ike  Hous^of  Bepre9mtoHvt$  .• 

I  transmit  to  the  Honse  of  Kepresentatives,  in  pur- 
soance  of  their  resolotion  of  the  32d  of  last  month,  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  papers 
eoBtaining  the  information  reonested  by'  that  resolu- 
tion. JAMES  MONROE. 

•Wasbivbtov,  March  8,  18S0. 

Th  the  Praident  of  the  UnUed  States  .• 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred 
the  resolution  of  the  Honse  of  ReprasentatiTes  of  the 
22d  ultimo,  requestipg  the  President  to  Impart  to  that 
House  any  communications  touching  the  Florida 
Treaty,  which  have  not  heretofore  been  communicated, 
And  the  eommunieation  of  which,  in  his  opinion,  may 
not  be  prqudielal  to  ihe  interests  of  the  United  States, 
has  the  honor  of  ealmiitting  to  the  President  the 
papers  eontaiabg  the  information  in  possession  ef 
this  Depailment  requested  by  the  rssototion. 

JOHN  QUINQY  ADAMS. 

DasAazKBVXor  &ta,tm,  Jdti^  7, 18S0. 


The  documents  accompanying  this  t^poii  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  PiNPALL  moved  again,  (haying  on  several 
previous  days  made  the  same  motion  unsuccess- 
fully) that  tne  House  do  now  proceed  to  consider 
the  resolution  submitted  by  him  on  the  18th  ulti- 
mo, ]voposing  an  amendment  to  the  rules  of  the 
House  in  relation  to  the  duties  of  stenographers, 
admitted  within  the  House ;  and  the  motion  was 
negatived. 

The  resolution  lying  on  the  table  to  authorize 
the  publication  of  part  of  the  Secret  Journal  of 
Congress,  under  the  Articles  of  Confederation, 
and  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee,  being  read,  were  concurred  in  by  the 
House,  and  the  resolution,  as  amended,  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

RELATIONS  WITH  SPAIN. 

Mr.  LowNnE8,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
AfEairs,  made  a  report  upon  the  state  of  the  rela- 
tions between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  take  possession  of  East  and 
West  Florida,  and  establish  a  temporary  govern- 
ment therein ;  which  bill  ^was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  hss  been  reforred  so  arach 
of  the  President's  Message,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  as  relates  to  foraign  afiairs,  riipeetfully 
reportp— 

That^their  attention  was  directed,  immediate^  upon 
their  appointment,  to  the  state  of  the  relations  of  the 
United  States  with  Spain,  and  that  their  delay  in 
making  a  report  upon  them  must  be  attiibated  to  their 
wish  *'  to  afford  an  opportunity  for  such  friendly  eom- 
mnnications,  during  the  present  session  of  Congress/' 
as  the  GoYernment  of  Spain  had  authoiiaed  us  to  ex- 
pect. They  thought  it  better  that  Congress  should 
postpone  its  determination  until  events  might  enable 
it  to  make  that  determination  definitive,  than  that  it 
should  pass  a  contingent  act  for  authorizing  measures 
which  It  was  not  proposed  immediately  to  execute ; 
that  it  should  found  its  determination  upon  relations 
aseertaiaed  to  exirt,  than  upon  a  calculation  of  events 
which. ipigbt  be  expected  to  occur  during  its  sitting. 

But  more  than  a  year  has  passed  since  the  signa- 
ture of  the  treaty  by  which  it  was  proposed  to  termi- 
nate the  long  diflevenoes  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain.  Mon  than  six  months  since,  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  new  Minister  from  Spain,  who  was 
<<  forthwith"  to  make  known  to  the  United  States  the 
intentions -of  his  Goverament,  and  we  have  adranced 
so  lar  in  the  aeesioa  as  to  make  it  necaseary  to  pro- 
poce,  without  further  delay,  any  measure  on  which  it 
is  expected  that  Cengress  lAuAl  act  before  its  adjourn- 
ment. 

The  committee  will  not  attempt  to  add  any  thing  to 
the  exposition  of  the  rights  of  the  United  States  and 
the  obligations  of  Spain,  which  is  contained  in  the 
oorreqiondence  between  the  two-Oovmnrntets.  We 
ean  fa^ly-  expeet,  from  eontinued  negotiation,  the 
redress  which  has  been  claimed  lor  twenty  years,  and 
promised  for  eighteen— which  has  been  a  second  time 
promised,  and  a  seoond  time  withheld.  In  such  a 
negotiation,  the  signatare  of  a  treaty  seems  to  be  a 
mere  ineidenl,aad  not  its  term. 
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For  the  spolmtions  which  have  been  committed 
upon  the  property  of  our  citizens,  for  the  invarion  of 
onr  soil,  for  the  weakneaa  or  partiality  which  has 
made  a  Spanish  territory  the  place  of  rendezvous  and 
encampment  of  an  enemy,  and  which  has  still  more 
lately  permitted  the  Indian  inhabitants  of  that  terri- 
tory, (whom  filpain  was  bound  by  treaty  to  restrain,) 
to  engage  in  savage  hostilities  against  ns  ;  for  all  these 
acts  of  war,  a  people  less  attached  to  peace,  would 
seek  redress  only  by  war.  To  capture  and  confiscate 
the  ships  and  property  of  the  wrongdoer,  would  be 
admitted  to  be  a  policy  of  mildness  and  forbearance. 
But,  by  such  reprisals,  the  Government  that  does  the 
wrong  suffers  less  than  the  unoffending  subject.  It 
seems  a  more  just  reprisal  to  occupy  the  province 
which  has  been  made  an  instrument  of  injury,  which 
has  been  designated  by  Spain  herself  as  the  fund  for 
our  indemnity,  and  whose  occupation  by  the  United 
States  will  stop  the  accumulation  of  those  claims  for 
compensation  and  redress,  which  the  misgovernment 
of  that  neglected  colony  continually  produces.  The 
committee  submit  to  the  House  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  take  possession  of 
East  and.  West  Florida,  and  establish  a  temporary 
government  therein. 

There  appears  too  much  reason  to  believe,  from  the 
mistake  of  the  Spanish  negotiator,  aa  to  the  dates  of 
the  Spanish  grants,  which  it  was  intended  to  annul, 
if  the  projected  treaty  had  been  ratified,  that  the 
Crown  lands  in  Florida  may  be  insufficient  to  provide 
the  expected  indemnity  for  our  losses.  But  these 
may  be  applied,  as  far  as  they  will  go,  to  the  com- 
pensation of  our  citizens,  and  for  the  excess  of  our 
claim,  Spain,  by  whose  act  the  domain  of  Florida  has 
been  rendered  inadequate,  must  expect  oe  to  look 
westward.  Perhaps,  when  our  attention  is  thus 
forced  to  a  direction  more  interesting  to  Spain,  her 
Government  may  at  last  admit  that  it  is  as  much  her 
interest  as  ours,  that  the  just  claims  of  the  United 
States  should  be  provided  for  by  friendly  convention, 
and  we  may  hope  that  the  next  treaty  between  the 
two  nations  may  be  executed  as  well  as  signed. 

The  following  is  the  bill  accompanying  the 
report : 

Be  it  enacted,  4re;  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  take  possession  of,  and  occupy,  the  territo- 
riea  of  East  and  West  Florida,  and  tJw  appendages 
and  appurtenances  thereof;  and  he  is  hereby  anthor- 
iaad,  for  that  purpose,  to  employ  any  part  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  the  militia  of 
any  State,  which  he  may  deem  necessary. 

Sic.  2.  And  be  it  enacted.  That,  until  the  end  of 
the  next  seasion  of  Congress,  unless  provision  for  the 
temporary  government  of  the  said  territories  be  soon- 
er made  by  Congress,  all  the  military,  civil,  and  judi- 
cial powers  exercised  by  the  officers  of  the  existing 
government  of  the  same  territories,  shall  be  vested 
in  such  person  and  persons,  and  shall  be  exercised  in 
sach  manner,  as  the  President  of  the  United  Statea 
shall  direct,  for  maintaining  the  inhabitantt  of  said 
territories  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  prop- 
erty, and  religion ;  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
relative  to  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  the  im- 
portation of  persons  of  color,  shall  be  extended  to  the 
said  territories;  and  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  aathoriiad,  within 
the  term  aforesaid,  to  establirii  such  districts  for  the 
collection  of  the  revenue,  and  daring  the  receis  of 


Congress  to  appoint  such  officers,  whose  commisaiDs 
shall  expire  at  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, to  enforce  the  said  laws,  as  to  him  ahall  teem 
expedient. 

Sxc.  3.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  sum  of 

dollars  is  hereby  appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  car> 
rying  this  act  into  effect,  to  be  paid  out  of  suiy  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  to  be 
applied  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  CoInmi^ 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  appropriating  moaep 
for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establishmoit  for 
the  year  1820. 

Nlr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  took  a  historical  yiew 
of  the  legislation  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of 
fortifications,  to  show  under  what  authority  the 
Executive  had  heretofore  proceeded  in  the  erection 
of  fortifications.    In  1794  a  law  had  passed  author- 
izing the  fortifying,  from  time  to  time,  of  certain 
points  therein  mentioned.    In  1798  the  President 
was  authorized  to  erect  fortifications  in  any  other 
place  that  the  public  safetv  might  require.     Id 
1808  the  President  was  furtner  authorized  by  law 
to  complete  the  maritime  fortifications,  dec.    No 
other  positive  statute  existed  on  the  subject,  but 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  under  his  gen- 
eral powers,  had  caused  fortifications  to  be  erected 
at  certain  points,  and  Congress  had  sanctioned  it 
by  successive  appropriations.     With   respect  to 
the  later  fortifications,  under  a  resolution  of  Con- 
gress, the  maritime  coast  had  been  surveyed  with 
a  view  to  its  complete  fortification — the  report  of 
the  engineers  was  laid  before  Congress,  with  a 
plan  of  fortifications,  indicating  those  now  con- 
tracted for,  and  stating  the  sum  which,  under  this 
view,  would  be  necessary  for  the  current  year.* 
The  sum  was  appropriated  by  Congress,  who  thus 
sanctioned  the  proposition ;  and  the  Executive 
had  in  pursuance  of  this  intimation  of  the  dispo- 
sition of  Congress  directed  the  works  to  nroceed. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  Louisiana,  spoke  in  favor  of 
the  larfirest  sum  proposed  to  be  appropriated.  He 
particularly  referred  to  the  fortincation  of  Dau- 
phin Island,  which  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  seemed  to  suppose  might  be  dispensed  with. 
This  fortification,  he  said,  was  a  part  of  a  system 
of  defence  for  the  entrance  to  Mobile  Bay,  and,  if 
any  part  of  it  was  executed,  the  whole  ought  to 
be.  He  pointed  to  plans  lying  before  him.  show- 
ing the  relation  of  the  two  forts  proposed  to  be 
erected  there^  to  one  another,  ana  their  mutual 
dependence,  lor  the  protection  of  a  passage  which 
could  not  be  otherwise  effectually  protected,  being 
five  miles  wide. 

Mr.  McCoy  rose  to  ask  a  favor  and  to  enter  t 
protest.  The  favor  he  had  to  ask  was,  that  gen- 
tlemen who  were  for  keeping  in  service  a  large 
navy,  a  standinff  army,  and  other  expensive  estab- 
lishments, would  not  attempt  more  than  the  re- 
sources or  the  country  would  bear  them  out  in. 
The  protest  he  had  to  enter  was,  against  the  practice 
of  permitting  the  Heads  of  Departments  to  legis- 
late for  Congress,  and  to  pledge  the  funds  of  the 
Government  to  any  extend  at  their  pleasure.    As 
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a  general  principle,  contracts  ought  not  to  be 
made  by  omcen  of  the  Qovemment  but  under  the 
authority  of  law. 

Mr.  Lowndes  then  delivered  his  sentiments  on 
the  subject.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  sum  proposed 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  because 
he  understood  that  it  would  be  sufficient  for  the 
purposes  of  carrying  into  effect  existing  contract. 
With  regard  to  tne  system  of  contracts,  &c.,  which 
had  been  the  subject  of  animadversion,  he  said, 
if  the  matter  were  closely  examined,  he  believed 
it  would  be  found  that  the  laws  on  the  subject 
were  exceedingly  defective;  and  that,  if  there 
had  been  any  irregularity,  it  had  been  made  un- 
avoidable by  the  omission  of  Confess  to  legislate 
on  the  subject.  In  the  nature  of  tnin^,  contracts 
must  be  made  by  the  Government  m  regard  to 
certain  expenditures;  and  such  had  been  made 
in  certain  branches  of  the  public  service  from 
the  commencement  of  the  Government,  without 
objection — of  which  he  quoted  examples,  among 
which  was  that  of  the  expenditure  for  timber  for 
the  Navy,  under  the  act  appropriating  a  million 
of  dollars  annually  for  the  oDJect.  Contracts,  he 
said,  might  be  made  in  two  ways :  on  objects  spe- 
cially reco^ised  and  directed  by  acts  of  Congress; 
and  on  objects  within  the  legitimate  authority  of 
the  Executive,  and  to  amounts  within  the  com- 
pass of  the  usual  annual  appropriations  by  Con- 
fess. Applying  these  principles  to  the  case  be- 
fore the  House,  he  thought  that  contracts  for  the 
expenditure  of  $800,000  within  the  year  might 
have  been  made  on  every  reasonable  calculation, 
being  about  the  amount  which  Congress  had  lately 
appropriated  for  successive  years,  except  where  a 
surplus  of  appropriation  rendered  a  less  sum  neces- 
sary. On  the  subject  of  fortifications  generally, 
he  said,  he  did  not  dwell,  because  it  required  a 
sort  of  knowledge  which  he  did  not  possess.  But, 
with  regard  to  some  points  of  our  maritime  fron- 
tier, he  felt  a  particular  solicitude  that  they  should 
be  completely  fortified  at  any  expense. 

Mr.  McCoy  said,  that  his  objection  to  the  sys- 
tem of  contracts  was,  that  they  exceeded,  in  tnis 
case  at  least,  the  sums  appropriated  and  desig- 
nated by  Congress  for  that  object  of  expenditure. 
Contracts  ought  not  to  be  made  in  anticipation  of 
appropriations  hereafter  to  be  made ;  because  cir- 
cumstances might  arise  in  the  following  year  to 
nrevent  Congress  from  appropriating  any  thing. 
Nearly  such  a  state  of  thin^  indeed  now  existed. 
In  time  of  war,  necessity  might  justify  a  departure 
from  a  rigid  adherence  to  this  rule ;  but  in  time 
of  peace  there  was  nothing  to  justify  it. 

Mr.  Li  VERM  ORB  expressed  nis  wish  that  this 
item  of  appropriation  should  be  so  worded  as 
that  no  part  or  the  amount  should  be  disbursed 
but  in  pursuance  of  **  contracts  previously  autho- 
rized by  law." 

Mr.  Clay  said,  it  must  be  quite  obvious  to 
every  one^  from  daily  experience,  that  the  practice 
of  exceeding  appropriations  was  one  which  called 
loudly  for  the  interposition  of  Congress.  This 
excess  was  not  confined,  he  said,  to  one  Depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  but  the  disease  seems  to 
have  pervaded  all  the  tranches  of  the  Executive 


Department;  and,  unless  the  House  should,  on 
some  occasion,  withhold  an  appropriation  in  some 
case  wherein  an  expenditure  had  been  made  with- 
out authority,  he  had  no  doubt  the  evil  would  go 
on  to  the  utter  subversion,  if  not  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, of  all  law  on  the  subject.  The  sum  of  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  he  had  proposed 
for  this  object,  he  said  he  considered  sufficient. 
It  was  at  least  as  much  as  could  be  expended  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  present  session ;  and  if,  after 
the  ways  and  means  for  the  current  year  were 
provided,  it  should  be  thought  proper  to  appropri- ' 
ate  more  money  for  this  object,  it  would  be  com- 
pletely within  the  power  of  Congress  to  do  so. 
With  regard  to  retrenchment.  Mr.  C.  said  he 
knew  that  Congress  had  mucn  difficulty  to  en- 
counter. All  the  Heads  of  Departments  would 
agree  that  there  ought  to  be  a  retrenchment  of  the 
expenses  of  the  Gk)vernment ;  but  none  of  them 
would  a^ee  that  his  particular  department  should 
be  the  object  of  it.  We,  said  Mr.  C,  have  to  perform 
all  the  ungracious  offices  of  the  Government ;  we 
have  the  painful  duty  of  imposing  taxes,  they  the 
pleasure  of  recommending  their  repeal ;  loe  have 
the  labor  and  responsibility  of  raising  money,  they 
the  gratification  of  spenaing  it.  Mr.  C.  said  he 
was  therefore  disposed  to  take  care  that  there 
should  not  be  a  wasteful  expenditure  of  the  public 
money.  With  regard  to  Mobile  Bay^  Mr.  C.  said 
the  House  were  at  last  presented  with  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations;  and,  if 
that  committee  could  succ^  in  persuading  the 
House  that  we  may  take  pacific  possession  of 
Florida  wUh  or  without  a  treaty,  the  fortifications 
of  Pensacola  would  perhaps  afford  a  sufficient 
protection  to  Mobile  Bay.  On  the  subject  of  for- 
tifications generally,  Mr.  C.  said  there  had  been, 
heretofore,  ne  would  not  say  a  wasteful  extrava- 
gance, but  an  improvident  profusion.  We  were 
making  fortifications  everywhere,  and  a  large 
amount  of  money  had  been  expended  on  one  forti- 
fication ^Rouse's  PoinO  which  was  understood  to 
be  actually  within  the  iBritish  line.  He  concurred 
with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that 
two  or  three  great  points  ought  to  be  fortified ;  but 
he  would  not,  therefore,  expend  such  sums  of 
money  on  points  which  were  not  so  important. 

Mr.  LowNUES  said,  he  should  himself  perhaps 
believe  that  not  more  than  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars  ought  to  be  appropriated  for  the  erection 
of  fortifications  during  the  present  year,  did  not 
the  existing  contracts  require  the  appropriation  of 
a  larger  amount.  With  respect  to  the  proposed 
appropriation,  it  was  not,  as  might  be  supposed, 
from  the  remarks  of  some  gentlemen,  to  meet  an 
expenditure  beyond  the  appropriation.  It  was  a 
case  in  which,  with  a  due  lorecast  and  attention 
to  economy  in  the  expenditure  of  public  money^ 
contracts  nave  been  made,  founded  on  a  rational 
expectation  of  appropriations  being  made  by  Con- 
gress— an  expectation  justified  by  the  sanction  given 
by  previous  appropriations  to  the  prosecution  of 
these  works.  Analogous  cases  frequently  occur- 
red. The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  he  was 
sure,  would  recoUect  the  case  of  the  Cumberland 
road,  in  which  contracts  had  been  made  involving 
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the  expenditure  of  money  beyond  the  amount  ap- 
propriated by  law,  and  depending  on  future  ap- 
propriations for  their  fulfilment. 

Mr.  Clay  again  spoke  upon  the  subject.  If,  he 
said,  the  Executive  was  authorized  to  make  con- 
tracts, relying  on  appropriations  usually  made,  what 
ought,  in  this  case,  to  have  been  its  guide?  The 
appropriation  of  last  year,  amounting  to  five  hun- 
dred ttiousand  dollars,  the  sum  with  which  it  was 
proposed  to  fill  this  blank.  Between  the  present 
case  and  the  Cumberland  road  he  said  there  was 
no  analogy.  There  was  a  positive  law  authoriz- 
ing the  road,  and  a  certi^in  sum  appropriated; 
under  that  law  contracts  had  been  made,  under 
which  the  expenditure  had  exceeded  the  amount 
appropriated.  The  case  now  under  consideration 
was  that  of  an  attempt  to  expend  the  public  money 
without  the  authority  of  any  law. 

Mr.  Mallary  spoke  in  favor  of  the  smallest 
sum  proposed.  It  was  time,  he  said,  to  put  an 
end  to  the  excessive  expenditures  of  public  money. 
He  found,  on  consulting  the  documents  on  the 
table,  that  already  contracts  had  been  made  by  the 
War  Department  for  fortifications^  which  would 
involve  the  expenditure  of  two  million  seven  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  It  was  time,  he  said,  to 
determine  whether  contracts  made  by  agents  of 
the  Grovernment,  at  all  times,  for  all  purposes,  and 
to  any  amount,  should  be  considerea  as  binding 
on  the  Government. 

Mr.  Stqrrs  made  some  remarks  on  the  relative 
resDonsibility  of  this  House  and  of  public  oi&oers, 
ana  on  the  ease  with  which  it  was  sometimes 
evaded.  For  example,  in  the  case  of  the  public 
ffuapowder  loaned  to  certain  persons,  the  hiead  of 
the  ordnance  department  said  he  had  nothing  to 
do  with  it,  but  remonstrated  against  it.  Another 
officer  in  that  department  says  it  was  done  with 
the  approbation  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  all 
unite  m  saying  that  some  part  of  the  responsi- 
bility for  the  transaction  properly  belonged  to  an 
officer  of  the  Army  who  had  since  been  dismissed 
the  service.  Mr.  S.  then  proceeded  to  quote  the 
sentiments  contained  in  the  Inaugural  Speech  of 
the  present  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
subject  of  responsibility  and  the  duty  of  the  £x- 
eoutive  in  this  re8|)ect.  With  respect  to  the  pre- 
sent House,  he  said,  if  there  had  been  any  irregu- 
larity or  excess  in  the  expenditure  of  public  money, 
it  was  not  to  blame  for  neglect  in  preTentinff  it; 
for  no  House  he  had  ever  seen  or  read  of  had  been 
so  faithful  in  the  performance  of  this  part  of  its 
duty  as  (so  far)  this  House  had  been. 

Mr.  BAtnwiN/aid  that  he  was  in  la.vor  of  the 
sum  proposed,  because  the  faith  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  pledged  for  so  much,  and  the  state  of 
the  Treasury  was  not  such  as  to  require  it  to  be 
violated.  He  was  not  disposed,  he  said,  to  protect 
any  Kxecutive  officer  in  the  abuse  of  power ;  but,  in 
relation  to  this  subject  of  fortifications,  it  was  no 
more  than  just  that  the  state  of  it  should  be  fairly 
understood.  He  then  proceeded  to  take  a  review 
of  the  course  of  the  Gov^nment  on  this  subject, 
from  the  instructions  to  the  Board  of  finffineers  to 
survey  the  coast  and  their  repeat,  to  thelaying  of 
Ihe  aame  before  Congress,  with  all  the  plans  ofthe 


fortifications  and  estimates  of  their  probable  ex^ 
pense ;  after  which  the  sum  required  for  the  thes 
ensuing  year  (1819)  was  deliberately  appropriated 
by  Congress.  There  are  two  ways,  Mr.  a,  said, 
in  which  the  sanction  of  Congress  may  be  ^ir«i 
to  any  measure — ^by  passing  a  special  uiw  direct- 
Xfug  a  thing  to  be  done,  or  by  an  appropriation  for 
the  purpose  of  doing  it.  With  all  the  information 
on  tae  subject  before  them,  and  with  a  full  knowl- 
edge of  the  extent  of  the  plan  for  the  fortification 
of  the  coast,  the  three  branches  of  Congress  had 
passed  an  appropriation  to  commence  the  work, 
thereby  ratifying  the  plan.  Previous  to  this  act 
no  contracts  had  been  made  \  after  its  passage,  it 
became  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  go  on  to  ex- 
ecute the  work.  With  respect  to  the  deficiency  in 
the  revenue,  Mr.  B.  intimated  that  that  mig-ht  be 
supplied  without  resorting  to  either  of  the  three 
alternatives  of  the  honoraole  Speaker.  We  own 
seven  millions  of  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  It  yields  no  dividend  this  year,  and  but 
little  in  the  last.  If  we  want  money,  said  he,  let 
us  take  a  fund  of  no  use  to  us,  which  brings  us  iai 
nothing,  and  which  may  be  sold  at  nearly  its  pari 
value.  He  was,  as  other  gentlemen  professed  to  I 
be,  a  friend  to  economy,  rat  true  economy.  He 
would  leave  untouched  every  thing  necessary  to 
the  usual  and  re^ar  operations  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  every  thing  wnich  was  connected  with 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  Louisiana,  made  some  farther 
remarks  in  favor  of  the  appropriation  of  an  ade- 
quate sum  for  the  obiect  now  under  consideration. 
He  again  dwelt  on  the  importance  of  the  fortifica- 
tion on  Dauphin  Island.  With  regard  to  the  su{[- 
gestion  of  the  Speaker  on  this  head,  Mr.  6.  said 
the  port  of  Pensacola,  when  in  our  possession,  will ' 
no  inore  protect  the  Bay  of  Mobile  than  the  forti- 
fications at  New  York  will  protect  the  Delaware. 

Mr.  NfiWTON  delivered  his  sentiments  in  favor 
of  an  adequate  appropriation  for  fortifications. 
He  enlarged  on  their  importance  to  the  protection 
of  our  seaports — ^to  the  interests  of  commerce — 
and,  as  connected  with  them,  to  the  interests  of 
agriculture.  A  few  millions^  expended  for  the 
permanent  and  perfect  protection  of  such  interests, 
ought  to  be  no  object.  He  dwelt  particularly  on 
the  importance  of  the  fortifications  at  Old  Point 
Comfort,  dbc,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake, 
and  said  that  true  economy  required  the  prosecu- 
tion of  all  which  are  commenced  to  compktion  as 
speedily  as  practicable. 

Mr.  Trimble  spoke  at  some  lenMh  in  exj>lana- 
tion  and  confirmation  of  what  had  been  said  bf 
other  gentlemen  as  to  the  authority  by  which  the 
Executive  had  entered  into  contracts  for  the  erec- 
tion of  fortifications.  The  sum  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  :Means,  lie  thought, 
ought  to  be  panted,  as  not  bein^  more  than  neces- 
sary to  pay  lor  work  done  and  m  a  course  of  per- 
formance. 

Mr.  Clay  repeated  the  idea,  that  the  money 
appropriated  oiufht  to  be  considered  the  limitation 
of  the  power  of  the  Executive  to  make  contracts. 
With  respect  to  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue,  so 
far  from  taking  hold  of  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of 
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e  United  States,  he  had  been  in  hopes,  as  there 
emed  to  be  great  difficulty  what  to  do  with  the 
inking  Fund,  that  Congress  would  have  cou- 
nted to  appropriate  it  to  the  paTment  of  the  debt 
hich  'we  owe  to  the  Bank  ot  toe  United  States 
T  that  stock,  having  due  regard  to  the  five  per 
',nt.  interest  which  only  we  had  stipulated  to  pay 
1  that  part  of  the  pubUc  debt. 
Mr.  Smtth,  of  Virginia,  spoke  at  some  length 
L  favor  of  a  sufficient  appropriation.  The  only 
lestion  ought  to  be.  is  the  expenditure  proposed 
scessary  for  the^  public  welfare.  There  was  no 
Loney  "which  this  Government  could  linr  out  to 
>  great  an  advantage  as  in  erecting  fortifications, 
'bey  Tvere  a  cheap  defence  in  war;  and  what- 
rer.  other  gentlemen  might  believe,  he  thought  he 
&w  a  lai^e  "speck  of  war''  in  the  horizon,  and 
ot  with  Spain  alone.  We  ought,  in  due  time,  to 
lake  preparation  for  a  contest  which  sooner  or 
Iter  must  come.  In  illustrating  the  importance 
f  fortifications,  Mr.  S.  said  that  during  our  hi»- 
;>ry  three  of  our  largest  and  most  important  com- 
lercial  cities  had  l^n  saved  bv  them — alluding, 
n  the  Revolutionary  war,  to  Cnarleston,  and,  in 
he  late  war  to  Baltimore,  and  New  Orleans — for, 
Quch  as  was  due  to  the  bravery  and  skill  of  its 
lefenders  at  the  entrenchments,  it  was  also  true 
hat  Fort  St.  Philip  below  had  been  equally  neces- 
ary  to,  and  efficient  in  the  preservation  of  New 
3Tleans.  Resorting  to  foreign  history,  he  quoted 
that  of  France,  to  uiow  that  she  had  been  saved 
[>y  her  engineer,  artillerists,  and  fortifications,  6cc» 
tie  hoped  the  appropriations  necessary  to  this  im- 
portant object  would  not  be  withheld. 

The  (question  was  then  taken  on  filling  the 
blank  with  $1,520,000,  and  negatived  by  a  large 
majority. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  filling  it  with 
$800,000,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  a  vote 
of  73  to  61. 

The  appropriation  for  repairs,  dbc,  at  West 
Point,  was  moved  by  Mr.  Cannon  to  be  stricken 
from  the  bill ;  but  the  House  decided  to  retain  it. 

The  appropriation  for  completing  the  arsenal  at 
Augusta,  Georgia,  next  came  up.  Mr.  Cobb  stated, 
and  Mr.  Rsin  confirmed  the  statement,  that,  how- 
ever  eligibly  situated,  its  location  was  in  so  un- 
healthy a  site,  as  to  make  it  unfit  for  occupation, 
and  that  there  was  no  prospect  of  this  objection 
bein^  obviated.  The  appropriation  was,  afler 
hearing  a  statement  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
in  defence  of  it,  stricken  from  the  bill,  by  a  yote  of 
56  to  48. 

Mr.  Trimble  then  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  bill : 

"  To  enable  the  Secretaiv  of  War  to  renew  and  ex- 
tend a  contract  with  John  r.  Qarresohes,  of  Delaware, 
for  one  thonsand  barrels  of  powder,  if  he  shall  so 
choose  to  renew  and  extend  f  and  the  said  Garretches 
shall  secure  the  loan  of  powder  already  made  to  Peter 
Banduy,  22,000  dollars.  Provided,  that  this  appropri- 
ation shall  not  be  construed  to  sanction  the  original 
loan  of  powder  to  Peter  Bauduy,  or  to  exonerate  any 

I    person  or  persons  from  their  liability  to  the  United 

i    States  for  making  said  loan." 

A  debate  of  one  and  a  half  hour's  duration  arose 


on  this  amendment.  It  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr.  McLane,  of  Dela- 
ware, and  opposed  by  Mr.  McCoy,  of  Virginia, 
Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Cannon, 
of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carohna, 
Mr.  Slocumb,  of  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Storrs,  of 
New  York,  and  Mr.  Ross,  of  Ohio. 

The  proposition  was  finally  rejected,  by  a  con- 
siderable majority. 

Mr.  Clay,  in  offering  the  following  amendment, 
briefly  adverted  to  its  importance  and  interesting 
nature.  There  were,  he  said,  eleven  States,  (count- 
ing Missouri  and  Arkansas,)  more  or  less  interest- 
ed in  it.  Many  steamboats  were  emj^oyed  in  this 
navigation,  and  many  more  would  be ;  and  he  did 
verilv  believe  that,  by  an  expenditure  of  a  hundred 
or  a  nundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  an 
annual  expenditure  thereafter  of  ten  or  fifteen 
thousand  dollars,  the  navigation  could  be  made 
perfectly  safe.  He  hoped,  as  this  appropriation 
was  analogous  to  one  or  more  contained  in  the 
bill,  there  would  be  no  objection  to  it. 

"  For  making  a  survey,  maps,  and  charts,  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississtppi  rivers,  from  the  Rapids  of  the 
Ohio  at  Louisville,  to  the  Balize,  for  the  purpose  of 
facilitating  and  ascertainiDg  the  most  practicable  mode 
of  improving  the  navigation  of  thoee  rivers,  five  thou- 
sund  dollars." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  without  a  division. 
Mr.  Cobb  then  oSered  the  foUovring  amend- 
ment to  the  bill : 

**  For  the  purpose  of  holding  treaties  with  the  Creek 
and  Cherokee  tribes  of  Indians,  for  the  extinguishment 
of  the  Indian  title  to  all  the  lands  within  the  State  of 
Georgia,  porsuant  to  the  fourth  condition  of  the  first 
article  of  the  Articles  of  Agreement  and  Cession  con* 
eluded  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of 
Georgia,  on  the  34th  day  of  April,  1803,  the  sum  of 
thirty  thousand  dollars." 

When  the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  pro- 
gress, and  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  March  10. 

Mr.  Warpield  presented  a  pejtition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  of  Montgomery  county, 
in  the  State  of  Maryland,  praying  that  so  much 
of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  last  session  as  author- 
izes a  turnpike  company  to  make  a  road  from 
Tennelly  Town  to  Georgetown,  and  to  collect 
toll  thereon;  as  also  to  erect  toll-gates  on  the  roads 
leading  from  Tennelly  Town  to  Brookville,  and 
to  Leesbur^,  may  be  repealed,  for  reasons  set  forth 
in  the  petition  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Colombia. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit:  An  act  rocking  further  provision  for 
Uie  sale  of  the  public  lands ;  and  an  act  further  to 
suspend  for  a  limited  time  the  sale  or  forfeiture 
of  lands  for  failure  in  completing  the  payments 
thereon ;  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  said  bills  were  read  twice,  and  severally  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  rublic  Lands. 
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Mr.  Camnon  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, viz : 

JUaolved,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
who  have  under  coufiider^tion  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  Military  Establiabmcnt  for  the  year 
1820,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
abolishing  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  in 
the  State  of  New  York ;  also,  of  repealing  all  laws  in 
relation  to  said  Academy,  from  and  after  the  first  day 
of  May  next,  and  exposing  to  sale,  to  the  highest  bid- 
der, aU  the  property  of  the  United  States  in  and  about 
the  same,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  directed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

The  resolution  being  read,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table ;  which  motion 
was  rejected ;  and  the  question  was  taken  to  agree 
to  the  same,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

JOURNAL  OF  THE  OLD  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  Strother  rose  and  said,  that  he  thought  it 
indispensably  his  duty  to  call  up  a  motion  he  had 
made  some  time  before ;  that  certainly  the  time 
had  arrived,  when  no  reason  could  longer  exist  for 
refusing  to  publish  the  Secret  Journal  of  the  Old 
Congress;  that,  in  making  this  motion,  he  did 
not  mean  to  allude  to  any  particular  measures  or 
the  actors  in  them.  All  he  should  say  on  that 
subject  was,  that  whatever  they  contained  should 
be  known  to  the  people ;  that,  if  it  appeared  from 
them,  there  were  subjects  of  great  national  concern 
agitated,  the  consequences  of  which  would  have 
been  of  the  highest  importance,  and  there  were 
men  who,  on  those  Occasions,  have  rendered  great 
services  to  their  country  by  their  exertions  in  de- 
fending their  rights,  Mr.  S.  said  it  ought  to  be 
known^  that  every  man  might  have  that  credit 
with  his  country  he  is  entitl^  to.  If,  on  the  con- 
trary, there  were  men  who,  in  their  opinion,  had 
acted  wrong,  or  wished  to  sacrifice  any  of  the  in- 
terests belonging  to  the  Union,  and  which  they  did 
not  consider  as  peculiarly  favorable  to  the  States 
they  represented,  but  which  might  be  injurious  to 
them — if  there  were  such  men  still  alive,  and  who 
might  possibly  be  brought  forward  as  candidates 
for  office,  was  it  not  equally  proper  that  the  whole 
of  their  public  conduct  shoula  also  be  known ; 
or  how  can  the  public  judge,  while  the  veil  of 
secrecy  is  still  thrown  over  it  ?  Mr.  S.  thought 
that  it  was  highly  proper  that  nothing  which  was 
of  importance  to  the  country,  and  which  had  been 

Sreviously  agitated  in  our  public  councils  at  that 
istant  day,  should  be  kept  from  the  public  eye. 
He  adverted  to  the  strange  appearance  it  might 
have  that  the  Secret  Journal  of  Congress  should 
be  published  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  when 
the  secrets  might  be  considered  as  of  more  delicacy 
and  importance  than  in  time  of  peace,  when  there 
was  reasons  to  suppose  none  such,  or  at  least  none 
of  equal  importance,  could  have  existed. 

Mr.  S.  made  many  other  remarks  on  the  subject, 
tending  to  prove  the  extreme  impropriety  of  any 
longer  withholding  from  the  public  a  view  of  the 
Secret  Jotimal,  which  he  contended  would  cost 
but  very  little,  and  did  not  consist  of  more  than 
sixty  or  eighty  pa£[es,  and  were  all  transcribed  and 
ready  for  publication ;  to  prove  which,  he  read  a 


letter  he  held  in  his  hand,  from  Mr.  Secretar 
Adams,  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  S.  then  moved  to  take  up  the  resolution  h- 
had  himself  moved,  for  the  publication  of  the  Se- 
cret Journal. 

After  he  had  closed,  some  desultory  coDTersatJos 
took  place,  which,  showing  that  many  member: 
would  vote  against  it — 

Mr.  C.  PiNCKNEY  said,  that  he  hoped  the  motin 
would  prevail ;  that  it  was  difficult  to  see  wha' 
reasons  could  exist  against  it ;  that,  if  the  Secre 
Journal  of  the  Old  Congress,  from  1775  to  1781 
(the  conclusion  of  the  peace)  were  ordered  to  W 
published,  why  not  these  ?  In  the  former^  it  migb: 
nave  been  much  more  improper  than  in  the  latts, 
because  the  whole  of  the  Secret  Journals  contained 
the  secret  proceedings  of  Congress  during  the  war, 
in  which  there  may  have  been  many  private  nesoci- 
ations  with  difierent  States  in  Europe,  which  those 
States  might  not  wish  to  have  exposed.  That  wa& 
the  time  also  when  spies,  and  private  emissaries, 
and  affents  were  necessary,  and  in  many  cases  indis- 
pensable, some  of  whom  might  be  alive,  or  their 
families,  who  would  not  wish  it  known  that  their 
friends  had  been  engaged  in  practices  generally 
not  deemed  honorable.  But,  from  the  year  1783 
to  1789,  the  commencement  of  the  new  Grovem- 
ment,  no  such  secret  could  exist.  He  understood, 
from  information  which  came  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  that  the  whole  of  the  remainder  did  not 
contain  more  than  sixty  or  eighty  pages — not  the 
size  of  many  of  the  voluminous  documents  pub- 
lished this  session — the  expense,  therefore,  would 
be  but  small.  As  to  the  contents,  Mr.  P.  said,  he 
was  only  in  Congress  about  half  the  time  from 
1783  to  1789 ;  but,  during  that  time,  an  event  oc- 
curred which  must  be  recorded  on*  the  Secret  Jour- 
nal, which,  in  his  judgment,  alone  made  it  necessary 
that  this  part  of  the  Journal  should  be  published. 
It  was  a  long  time  since  it  had  occurred,  and  there- 
fore what  he  stated  would  of  course  be  to  the  best 
of  his  recollection.  If  there  should  be  any  mis- 
takes, he  would  be  willing  to  correct  them ;  it  was 
an  event  of  great  importance,  in  his  opinion,  in  the 
civil  history  of  this  country,  and  to  which  he  had 
alluded^  in  his  observations  on  the  Missouri  bill 
but  which  he  would  now  more  particularly  state, 
as  he  had  heard  that  what  he  had  said  before  must 
have  been  misunderstood. 

Mr.  P.  said,  that,  in  1785-'6,  he  believed  '6,  two 
or  three  years  after  the  peace,  Spain  being  verj 
anxious  on  the  subject,  sent  out  Don  Diego  de 
Gardoqui,  as  her  Minbter,  to  this  country,  with 
instructions  to  offer  to  the  United  States  a  treaty 
of  commerce,  which  she  said  was  an  advantageous 
one,  if  we  would,  in  the  same  treaty,  consent  to 
give  up  the  navigation  of  that  part  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, which  ran  through  the  Spanish  dominions,  for 
twenty-five  years.  Mr.  John  Jay  was  the  Secretary 
of  Foreign  Affairs.  The  treaty,  according  to  the 
then  routine  of  business,  was  referred  to  him  to 
report  his  opinion,  and,  to  the  best  of  his  remem- 
brance, he  recommended  its  adoption.  Seven, 
being  all  Eastern  and  Northern  States,  did  vote  for 
it :  but  owing  to  the  Confederation  requiring  nine 
States  as  necessary  to  form  a  treaty,  it  was  defeat. 
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Mr.  P.  said,  that,  if  any  part  of  the  public  business 
ef  this  country,  in  which  he  had  any  agency,  gure 
him  more  pleasure  than  another,  it  was  the  agency 
he  had  in  association  with  the  distinguished  gen- 
tlemen now  high  in  office  in  Washington,  in  pre- 
venting it.  He  believed  he  might  venture  to  say, 
it  was  owinff  to  them  and  another,  now  gone,  that 
the  whole  of  the  Western  country  was  saved  to  us ; 
that  the  Mississippi  still  flows  through  American 
lands,  and  that  her  members  here,  so  honorably 
fill  these  seats.  And  having,  as  he  observed  on  the 
Missouri  question,  and,  he  said,  let  him  here  repeat 
it,  contributed,  at  that  distant  day,  to  save  the 
parent,  he  felt  great  pleasure  on  the  late  great  oc- 
casion, in  contributing  his  humble  efforts  to  save 
her  children. 

The  resolution  was  taken  up  and  passed. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  annual  military  appro- 
priation bill. 

Mr.  Cobb  withdrew  the  motion  which  he  yes- 
terday offered  to  amend  the  bill,  under  the  impres- 
sion tnat  it  had  better  be  annexed  to  the  bill  maung 
the  civil  appropriations  for  the  current  year. 

Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  motion  to  amend  the  bill, 
so  as  to  appropriate  eighteen  hundred  dollars,  for 
a  survey  ot  the  Mississippi  river,  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Missouri  river,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio, 
with  a  view  to  the  practicability  of  improving  its 
navigation.  After  some  observations  from  Mr. 
Clay,  and  others,  which  went  to  show  that  this 
object  was  already  provided  for,  Mr.  C.  withdrew 
his  proposition. 

Mr.  Cocke  then  inquired,  from  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  what  por- 
tion of  the  appropriations  contained  in  this  bill  re- 
lated to  the  expenses  of  the  expedition  up  the  Mis- 
souri river  j  his  object  being  to  strike  out  that  part 
of  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  answered,  that  he 
could  not  say  more  on  this  subject  than  was  dis- 
closed by  the  report  on  this  subject  from  the  War 
Department,  in  pursuance  of  the  requbition  of 
this  House,  and  which  was  in  the  possession  of  the 
House. 

After  some  conversation,  it  appeared  to  be  set- 
tled that  the  proper  time  for  Mr.  Cocke's  motion 
would  be  when  the  question  came  before  the 
House  of  concurrence  in  the  appropriations  agreed 
to  by  this  Committee. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  this  bill  having 
been  gone  through,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Camnor,  directing  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  abolishing  the  Military  Academy; 
whereupon  a  debate  of  three  hours  arose. 

Mr.  Cannon  said,  in  reply  to  the  ar^ments  of 
those  who  had  spoken  in  tavor  of  keeping  up  the 
Military  Academy,  if  any  thing  could  deter  him 
from  pursuing  the  course  pointed  out  to  him  by 
what  he  believed  to  be  his  duty  as  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  it  would  be  that  of 


differing  in  opinion  with  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  who  is  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  (Mr.  S.  Smith,)  also  that 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Smyth,) 
and  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  ([Mr.  Bloom- 
field,)  ail  of  whose  opinions  he  held  in  the  highest 
respect,  and  he  was  well  aware  had  great  influence 
in  the  House,  more  especially  on  the  subject  of 
military  affairs  or  military  science ;  to  the  superior 
knowledge  and  experience  of  those  honorable  gen- 
tlemen he  would  always  yield,  for  he  fdt  it  to  be 
the  height  of  presumption  to  oppose  his  opinions 
on  any  subject  to  those  of  the  gentlemen  whase 
names  he  had  mentioned.  But.  said  he,  the  gen- 
tlemen I  have  alluded  to^  as  well  as  all  others  who 
have  spoken  on  the  subject,  have  not  stated  my 
arguments  correctly;  they  seem  to  have  misun- 
derstood me  entirely,  however  explicitly  I  have 
attempted  to  state  my  opinions  to  tne  House.    The 

fentlemen  are  quite  mistaken  if  they  suppose  that 
am  opposed  to  the  accumulation  oi  military 
science.  Sir.  said  he,  I  have  never  expressed  such 
opinions  on  tnis  floor  or  elsewhere ;  nor,  said  he, 
shall  any  gentleman  understand  me  to  entertain 
such  opinions.  He  said  he  had  distinctly  told  the 
House,  on  a  former  occasion,  that  he  was  decidedly 
in  favor  of  the  diflusion  of  military  science  amongst 
the  general  mass  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
But  he  was  opposed  to  confining  it  to  a  favorite . 
few — a  privil^ed  order — and  to  this  course  of 
teaching  the  sons  of  our  most  wealthy  citizens  at 
public  expense,  while  you  neglect  the  helpless  or- 
phans of  those  whose  blood  has  crimsoned  your 
fields  of  battle  in  the  defence  of  our  countrv — 
while  you  not  only  refuse  to  expend  a  single  dollar 
for  their  education,  but  you  have  even  refused  to 
give  them  bread  until  they  shall  be  able  to  procure 
subsistence  for  themselves..  These  were  the  opin- 
ions he  had  before  expressed  on  this  subject,  and 
he  hoped  they  would  not  again  be  misstated  or 
misunderstood.  He  said  if  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  undertook  to  teach  military  science, 
which  he  thought  himself  necessary,  it  ought  to  be 
taught  to  the  militia  officers  at  public  expense,  by 
whom  it  would  be  taught  to  the  citizens  generally, 
and  diffused  and  expanded  through  the  "miole  mass 
of  the  people ;  and  these  arguments,  he  said,  no 
gentleman  had  undertaken  to  answer.  But  gen- 
tlemen, he  said,  had  advocated  this  enormous  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money  at  the  Military 
Academy  on  the  ground  that  it  was  necessary  for 
the  defence  of  the  country.  But,  s4r.  said  he,  I  for 
one  do  not  believe  this  country  will  ever  be  de- 
fended by  this  Military  Academy ;  nor  did  he  be- 
lieve we  could  depend,  for  the  defence  of  the 
country,  on  those  persons  who  have  been  or  may 
hereafter  be  educated  there;  nor  did' he  believe  this 
country  ought  ever  to  depend  on  a  regular  army 
for  defence ;  nor  did  he  believe  we  ought  to  de- 
pend on  military  fortifications  for  our  defence. 
Sir,  said  he,  I  for  one  cannot  rely  on  any  of  the 
mpdes  of  defence  I  have  mentioned ;  nor  can  I 
rely  on  the  whole  of  them  put  together,  notwith- 
standing the  vast  amount  ot  money  we  are  annu- 
ally expending  on  them.  I  believe  the  defence  of 
this  Qovernment,  said  he,  rests  on  a  more  safe  and 
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secure  foandation.  It  at  last  rests  on  ycnxr  militia, 
the  people,  the  citizens  of  these  United  States. 
They  have  heretofore  defended  our  Goyernment 
in  the  most  tryins  times  c^f  difGicultv  and  danger; 
and,  sir,  they  will  defend  it  again  wnenerer  it  be- 
comes necessary.  You  never  have  yet  called  on 
them  in  vain,  (notwithstanding  your  neglect  to 
qualifv  them  to  discharge  this  duty  at  public  ei- 
pense,)  and  let  me  tell  you,  sir,  that  you  never  will 
call  on  them  in  vain.  So  lon^  as  this  Govern- 
ment shall  be  preserved  in  its  original  purity,  every 
man  will  be  his  own  and  his  country's  derender. 
He  did  not,  he  said,  wish  to  induce  tlie  people  of 
his  country  to  look  to  any  other  source  for  the  de- 
fence of  our  Government.  Arm  and  instruct  your 
mihtia,  and  we  are  safe  from  invasion  of  any  de- 
scription and  from  any  quarter.  This  he  was 
aware  would  not  be  done  so  lon^  as  we  lavished 
away  our  money  on  regular  armies,  fortifications, 
and  military  academies.  But,  sir,  said  he,  if  we 
so  on  with  our  system  of  aristocracy,  we  may  soon 
lose  sight  of  first  principles;  we  may  pamper  a 
few  favorites  of  tne  wealthy  at  the  expente  of 
the  Government,  and  neglect  the  poor  and  the 
orphan,  until  our  Government  may  become  so 
corrupt  and  oppressive  that  the  people  ought  not 
to  defend  it 

He  said  he  believed  the  tendency  of  all  Govern- 
ments was  tovmrds  aristocracy,  and  he  feared  our 
Gfovemment  was  going  the  same  course.  He  be- 
lieved it  was  our  duty  to  guard  against  such  things ; 
for,  said  he.  if  we  nurse  them  and  encourage  their 
growth  a  little  longer,  they  will  acquire  such 
strength,  such  an  interest  will  be  interwoven  and 
formed  around  them,  as  to  bid  defiance  to  all  at- 
,  tempts  to  put  them  down.  This,  he  said,  must 
be  oovious  to  all  who  have  turned  their  attention 
in  the  least  to  the  progress  of  the  European  Gov- 
ernments. He  said  he  Knew  the  task  he  had  taken 
on  himself  was  a  very  unpleasant  one ;  that  he 
would  be  subjected  to  the  remarks  of  many  who 
felt  a  deep  interest  in  this  institution,  but  it  would 
not  deter  him  from  the  discharge  of  his  duty.  His 
own  situation  in  life,  he  said,  would  probably  en- 
able him  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  this  institution, 
should  it  be  kept  up,  at  some  future  day;  and, 
could  he  be  influenced  by  his  own  personal  inter- 
est, he  could,  without  running  even  the  risk  of 
being  charged  with  a  neglect  of  duty,  have  re- 
mained silent  on  the  subject.  But,  sir,  said  he, 
so  long  as  I  entertain  the  opinions  I  now  do  re- 
specting this  monstrous  system  of  aristocrftcy,  that 
many  gentlemen  are  so  fond  of,  I  cannot,  in  the 
disenarge  of  that  duty  I  owe  to  myself  and  mfy 
country,  look  on  this  growing  evil  without  at  least 
making  an  effort,  however  feeble  it  may  be,  to 
check  its  growth  or  put  it  out  of  existence,  what- 
ever feelinffs  may  be  excited  among  honorab^ 
members  of  this  House,  or  those  who  enjoy  the 
benefits  of  this  institution,  or  are  concerned  in  its 
direction  or  administration.  He  thought  some  re- 
^rd  ouffht  always  to  be  had  to  the  equal  distribu- 
tion of  the  favors  and  benefits  of  this  Government ; 
but  that,  if  any  partiality  or  favor  was  shown,  it 
should  be  in  favor  of  the  weaker  part,  and  not  the 
strong ;  and  he  hoped  this  principle  would  never 


be  lost  sight  of.  But,  said  he,  we  all  know  that 
the  benefit  of  this  institution  has  not  been  enjoyed 
by  the  poor  nor  the  helpless  heretofore.  It  is 
placed  entirely  out  of  their  reach.  It  has  been, 
with  very  ferw  exceptions,  enjoyed  by  wealthy 
people^  wno  are  competent  to  educate  their  sons 
at  their  own  expense  anywhere  without  any  as- 
sistance from  the  Government.  And,  sir,  said  he. 
turn  and  twist  it  which  way  you  will,  I  can  view 
it  as  nothing  more  or  less  ttian  robbing  the  poor 
to  increase  the  wealth  and  splendor  of  the  ricL 
This  course,  he  said,  had  been  pursued  too  lon^ 
already,  and  he  called  on  gentlemen  to  consider 
the  consequences  that  would  inevitably  result  rrora 
such  a  course  of  legislation,  and  pa?nse  before  tfaef 
made  the  decision. 

Mr.  Clay  submitted  a  resolution  ^<tbat  it  is 
inea^pedient  at  this  time  to  abolish  the  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point." 

Those  who  supported  the  affirmative  and  nc^- 
tive  sides  of  this  proposition,  in  debrte,  were  as 
follows:  AffirmaUve — Messrs.  Ulat,  Woon,  Cavf- 
BELL,  Foot,  Tomlinson^  Fuller,  Smith  of  Ma- 
ryland, Sbttth  of  Virginia,  BLooMncLU,  Browk, 
and  Case.  Nisffotive — ^Messrs.  Liverhore,  Ross, 
Stevens,  Walker,  SMrrn  of  North  Carolina, 
and  CANnoN. 

Ateong  the  supporters  of  the  Acailemy,  Mr. 
Campbell,  and  j^erhaps  others,  were  of  opmion 
the  number  of  students  mi^t  be  reduced  one 
half,  and  of  course  the  expenditure  proportfonabiy. 

A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  sylkble  m 
from  Mr.  Clay'^b  motion,  so  as  to  mate  it  read 
expedient  instead  of  inexpedUnt.  This  motion  was 
negatived,  after  a  division,  in  which  it  was  sup- 
ported by  forty-one  votes^  and  Mr.  Clay's  motion 
prevailed  by  a  like  majority. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  their 
agreement  to  this  resolution  j  and  also  reported, 
with  amendments,  the  Military  Appropriation 
bill. 


Saturday,  March  11. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Presldeirt  of 
the  United  States,  tran8mittin|f  to  Congiess  a 
report  from  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  of  the  opo- 
ations  of  that  institution  during  the  last  year. 

Among  the  petitions  to-day,  was  one  frem  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  PhUadelphia, 
praying  that  the  system  established  by  law  of 
allowing  a  credit  for  the  duties  on  soods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  Sta^ 
may  not  b^  changed  to  a  cash  payment  of  said 
duties;  which  was  referred,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

On  motion  of  Mt*  HENnnioKs,  the  Coannittee 
on  Roads  and  Canals  were  infracted  to  in^fuire 
into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissioners  to  view  and  mark  out  a 
road,  as  a  continuation  of  the  national  road  from 
Wheeling,  in  Virginia,  to  the  seat  of  govemtnent 
of  the  State  of  Cttiio ;  thence  to  the  contemplated 
seat  of  government  of  the  State  of  Indiana ;  thence 
to  the  seat  of  government  of  the  State  of  Illinois; 
and  thence  to  St.  Charles,  on  the  Missouri  river, 
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on  the  nearest  directioD,  and  on  the  best  ground 
that  can  be  selected. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Rhea,  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  an  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  provide  for  persons  who  were 
disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  and  for  other  purposes,"  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  thereof,  and 
that  it  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sons  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

And,  the  question  Ming  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

The  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  were  dis- 
charged from  so  much  of  the  resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  referred  to 
them  on  the  9th  instant,  as  relates  to  a  pre-emption 
in  the  purchase  of  lands  for  sites  of  courthouses 
for  certain  counties  in  that  State,  and  it  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  renort  oi 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  made  on  the  28 th  Jan- 
uary last,  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  Phineas 
Andrews,  and  Mr.  Culpeper  moved  to  reverse  the 
report ;  which  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  re- 
port was  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  making  further  appropria- 
tions of  money  for  continuing  the  work  upon  the 
centre  building  of  the  Capitol,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, was  discharged  from  the  consideration 
thereof,  and  it  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Government 
for  1820. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Es- 
tablishment for  the  year  1820. 

On  the  question  to  concur  in  filling  tlie  blank 
for  medical,  hospital,  and  quartermaster's  stores, 
with  $500,000,  a  debate  was  commenced  by  Mr 
Cocke,  of  Tennessee — opposition  being  made  to  it 
by  him  on  the  ground  ot  nostility  to  the  Missouri 
expedition. 

The  further  prosecution  of  that  expedition  was 
supported  and  opposed  by  the  following  gentle- 
men: AMmuUive — ^Messrs.  Simkins,  Str other. 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Cook,  CIuarles,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Rhea, and  Sergeant.  Negative — ^Messrs. 
Cocke,  Storrs,  HARniN,  Ross,  and  Foot. 

The  question  being  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
proposed  sura  of  J[f500,000  for  this  item  of  expen- 
diture, it  was  decided  thus :  For  this  amount  70, 
against  it  75. 

So  the  House  refused  to  concur  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  in  filling  the  blank  with  this 
sura.  And,  without  proceeding  further  in  the  bill, 
the  House  adjourned,  at  near  4  o'clock. 


MoNnAY,  March  13. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall,  the  House  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  motion  submitted  by 
him  some  weeks  ago,  for  amending  the  rules  of  the 
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House,  so  as  to  oblige  the  Stenographers  admitted 
within  the  walls  (o  be  under  oatn,  &c. 

This  proposition  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Pin- 
OALL  and  Cannon,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Simkins,  WARPiELn,  and 
Walker. 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative,  without  a  division.  So  the  mo- 
tion was  rejected. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Hard- 
ing, Giles  Harding,  John  Shute,  and  John  Nich- 
ols ;"  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gabriel  Godfroy  ;" 
and  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Lefevre" — 
in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  then  again  proceeded  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Military  Establishment  for  the  year 
1820. 

And  the  question  being  on  filling  the  blank  for 
the  amount  of  appropriation  for  the  Quartermas- 
ter's Department — the  House  having  on  Saturday 
refused  to  fill  it  with  §500,000— 

Mr.  Cook  moved  to  fill  it  with  $400,000;  thus 
reducing  it  a  hundred  thousand,  with  a  view  to 
arresting  the  Missouri  Expedition. 

Mr.  Trimble  moved  to  fill  it  with  $480,000. 
He  intimated  his  opinion,  that,  after  what  had 
passed  indicative  of  the  views  of  this  House,  and 
particularly  under  the  present  aspect  of  our  foreign 
relations,  the  expedition  would  be  restricted  to  the 
Council  Bluffs.  But,  even  in  retracing  its  steps, 
&c.,  certain  expenses  must  be  incurred,  to  tne 
same  amount,  or  very  nearly,  as  if  the  expedition 
had  gone  on. 

Now  again  commenced  the  debate  on  the  merits 
of  the  expedition  to  the  Yellow  Stone,  or  rather 
to  the  Mandan  villages  ;  when  the  following  gen- 
tlemen supported  and  opposed  the  prosecution  of 
the  expedition.  Affimiative — Messrs.  Holmes,  Stro- 
THER,  Brown,  Ford,  Gross  of  New  York,  Cook, 
Nelson,  and  Rhea.  Negative — Messrs.  Southard, 
Floyd,  Johnson,  Cooke,  Foot,  and  Storrs. 

Mr.  Holmes  had  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
$495,000 ;  being,  in  effect,  a  proposition  to  retain 
the  appropriation  for  the  prosecution  of  the  Mis- 
souri expedition  to  its  ultimate  objects. 

At  the  close  of  the  debate,  the  question  on  this 
proposition  was  decided,  by  yeas  and  nays,  by  the 
following  vote :  For  that  siim,  77  ;  against  it  85. 

On  Mr.  Trimble's  motion,  the  vote  was  for 
his  motion.  77 ;  against  it,  84. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb  to  fill  the  blank  with 
$450,000,  (predicated  on  the  maintenance  of  the 
expedition  at  the  Council  Bluffs,)  the  question  was 
not  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  but  was  decided  af- 
firmatively, by  a  large  majority ;  and  the  House 
adjourned. 

Tuesday,  March  14. 

Mr.  Smytu,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  concerning  the  Military 
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Academy ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Slocumb,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  directed  to  iuquire,  and  report 
to  this  House,  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what, 
measures  are  necessary  to  be  taken  for  the  greater 
security  of  dcbtsi  due  the  United  States  in  conse- 
quence of  certain  loans  of  powder,  lead,  and  other 
munitions  belonging  to  Government,  having  been 
made  to  private  citizens,  by  an  officer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  requested  to  communicate  to 
this  House  any  information  which  may  have  been 
received  by  the  Department  of  State,  or  other  Ex- 
ecutive department,  of  the  amount  of  claims  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  for  Spanish  spo- 
liations upon  their  property  and  commerce,  or  those 
for  which  the  Spanish  Uovernment  are  held  re- 
sponsible. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
Ttaing  by  law  for  the  satisfaction  of  unlocated 
warrants,  which  have  issued  to  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  establishment ; 
and,  also,  for  the  emanation  of  patents,  in  cases 
where  locations  have  been  made,  and  patents  not  ob- 
tained ;  and  Messrs.  Campbell,  Beecher,  Nelson 
of  Virginia,  Brown,  and  Sloan,  were  appointed 
a  committee  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution, 

Mr.  Bloomfielo  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Eesolved^  That  Brigadier  General  Bnyd.of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britdin, 
be  admitted  within  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  said  resolution  being  read,  Mr.  Floyo 
moved  to  lay  the  same  on  the  table ;  which  mo- 
tion was  negatived,  and  the  resolve  was  agreed  to. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit:  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Harding,  Giles 
Harding,  John  Shute^  and  John  Nichols ;  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Gabriel  Godfroy ;  and  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Lefevre,  were  read  twice,  and 
severally  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Cassin, 
widow  and  administratrix  of  Patrick  Cassin,  de- 
ceased ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Swartwout; 
and  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P.  Deslonde ; 
in  which  last  mentioned  bills  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a  re- 
port of  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, "  relative 
to  the  progress  that  has  been  made  in  building  the 
lighthouse  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,"  ren- 
dered in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  9th  in- 
stant ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Mili- 
tary Establishment  for  the  year  1820. 

The  item  of  fortifications  next  presenting  itself 
or  consideration — and  the  question  being  on  con- 


currence with  the  Committee  of  the  Wbolr, 
filling  the  blank  for  the  amount  with  the  sum 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars — 

Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire,  said    he  w. 
opposed  to  the  appropriation  of  $800,000  for  f^r. 
fication;  $500,000  only  was  appropriated  la^^t  >t. 
and  that  sum  will  continue  the  work  this  >>:- 
You  cannot  expect  to  complete  your  work.s  ot  & 
fence,  on  an  extensive  coast,  in  one  year.  Dor 
many  years.     Very  large  sums  have  been  exprDJ*. 
in  works  of  defence  annually,  and  more  than  twti. 
millions  have  been  expended  since  the  year  17^ 
Now  our  Treasury  is  empty,  we  are  requireti  : 
increase  this  expenditure  $300,000.     You  are  t. 
that  contracts  are  made ;  that  the  Secretary  war/ 
the  money;  that  he  must  have  it ;  nothing  Jk- 
than  he  demands  will  do.     This  plea  of  DeccN^ir. 
you  have  at  every  session.    If  you  propo:$e  a  re- 
duction of  the  expenditures,  you  are  charged  wiih 
want  of  confidence  in  the  departments.     Thus,  i^ir, 
you  are  the  humble  servant  of  the  Executive. 
Passing  appropriation  bills  has  become  a  matter 
of  course.     It  is  even  considered  uncivil  to  hesitate 
in  giving  the  sum  demanded.    You  may  as  we). 
authorize,  by  a  general  act,  each  Departmtnt  tc 
use  what  money  they  may  want,  if  it  is  in  th»? 
Treasury,  and,  if  not,  to  loan  it.     You  are  VjW. 
that  you  cannot  refuse  the  money  they  ask.     I;' 
you  believe  they  waste  the  money,  you  mn^l  im- 
peach them,  or  pass  resolutions  about  them.    Sir, 
the  Treasurer  informs  us  that  there  will  be  a  dtfi- 
cit  of  five  millions  of  dollars:  that  "  whether  wt 
augment  the  revenue  or  diminish  the  expendii':r». 
a  loan  will  be  necessary."     If  you  propose  a  rctiu-- 
tion  of  the  Army,  there  is  a  cry  of  war,  and  a  ^x:r 
bill  is  la  id  on  your  table.     If  you  propose  to  abch^'. 
the  Military  Academy,  that  sink  of  di.«ssipaii' r. 
you  are  told  that  military  science  will  be  forgoii^^:.. 
and  martial  spirit  and  ardor  will  become  extim: 
in  your  country.     If  you  propose  to  stay  your  haii^ 
in  fprtifying  your  extensive  coast  and  buildiii; 
islands  m  the  sea,  large  specks  of  war  are  seen: 
your  cities  will  be  demolished,  unless  the  work  is 
done  without  delay.     Sir,  your  expenditures  are 
increasing  faster  than  your  revenue.    The  Trea- 
surer informs  us,  in  his  report  on  the  bank',  that 
our  currency  has  fallen,  in  three  years,  from  on** 
hundred  and  ten  millions  to  forty-five  millions  of 
dollars,  and  that  our  exports  have  sunk  in  foreign 
markets  fifty  per  cent. ;  that  general  distress  per- 
vades our  country.     If  this  be  correct,  his  estimate 
of  the  revenue  from  customs  will  prove  too  hiffb, 
and,  I  fear,  from  the  .«aie  of  public  lands  also.     He 
says,  in  the  same  report,   "whether   commerce, 
splendid  mansions,  or  public  lands,  be  the  object 
of  desire,  the  means  by  which  the  gratification  is 
to  be  secured  are  bank  credits."     Sir,  the  Govern- 
ment, as  well  as  individuals,  must  ccouoraizi',  or 
our  situation  will  become  deplorable.     A  piibi;r 
debt  is  not  a  public  blessing.     Your  debt  is  now 
about  ninety  millions  of  dollars.    Make  another 
war,  and  add  ninety  millions  more,  and  the  late 
of  the  nation  is  fixed.    Economy  and  retrenchrot  Lt 
seemed  to  be  theorderof  iheday  at  the  comnienct- 
ment  of  the  session.     These  are  delicious  words  re 
the  readers  of  Congressional  speeches;  but  they 
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^will  soon  depreciate,  like  your  currency,  unless 
you  give  them  force  and  meaning  by  your  acts. 
'Ltong  speeches  about  economy,  such  as  we  had 
about  slavery,  will  not  suffice  with  the  people. 
You  must  curtail  your  expenditures,  or  the  people 
will  not  submit  to  your  power.  They  will  elect 
men  Ti^ho  will  diminish  their  burdens. 

Mr.  Cocke,  opposed  the  filling  the  blank  with 
the  amount,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  de- 
fended it. 

The  question  was  decided  affirmatively,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  103  votes  to  51,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Archer  of  Virgi- 
nia, Baldwin,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Bloomfield, 
Boden,  Brown,  Brush,  Buffum,  Butler  of  Louisiana, 
Case,  Cobb,  Cook,  Crawford,  Crowelt,  C ashman, 
Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Dennison,  Dewitt, 
Dickinson,  Dowse,  Earle,  Edwards  of  Connecticut, 
Fisher,  Floyd,  Folger,  Ford,  Fuller,  Fullerton,  Gross 
of  New  York,  Gross  of  PennsyUania,  Guyon,  Hack- 
ley,  Hmll  of  Delaware,  Hilmbman,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks, 
Hontetter,  Johnson,  Kent,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Latbrop, 
Little,  Linn,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McLane 
of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mason,  Meech, 
Meiga,  S.  Moore,  Monell,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachu- 
sets,  IVelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massa- 
cbusetts,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Phil- 
son,  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rogers, 
8cttle,  8il8)>ee,  Simpkins,  Slacumb,  Smith  of  New 
Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A., 
Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolinia,  South- 
ard, Stevens,  Storra,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Strother,  Sweoringen,  Tarr,  Terroil,  Tompkins,  Trim- 
ble, Tucker  of  Virginia,  Wallace,  Warfield,  Wen- 
dover,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Wood. 

Natb — Messrs.  Adams,  Alien  of  Tcnness«;e,  Baker, 
Beecher,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire, 
Giinnon,  Clugett,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Culppper,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Fay,  Foot,  Forrest,  Hall 
of  New  York,  Hardin,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Herrick, 
Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Lincoln,  Lirermore, 
McCoy,  McCreary,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Metcalf,  R. 
Moore,  Morton,  Murray,  Overstreet,  Plumer,  Rich, 
Richards,  Richmond,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Shaw, 
Sloan,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Taylor,  Tracy,  Tuckt-r 
of  South  Carolina,  Upharo,  Walker,  and  Williams  of 
North  Carolina. 

The  question  was  also  taken  to  concur  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  their  amendment  to 
fill  the  blank  attached  to  the  item,  ''for  the  Mili< 
tary  Academy  at  West  Point,  for  fuel,  maps,  plans, 
books,  and  apparatus,  and  contingent  expenses ;" 
with  the  sum  of  "  eighteen  thousand  three  nundred 
and  twenty-two  dollars ;"  as,  also,  in  their  amend- 
ment to  fill  the  blank  attached  to  the  item,  "  for 
completing  the  buildings,"  [at  West  Point,]  with 
the  sum  of  '^two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  ;'* 
and  passed  in  the  afi&rmatire — yeas  112,  nays  42, 
as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Bar- 
bour, Bateman,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brown, 
Brush,  Bryan,  BafTum,  Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana, 
Case,  Cobb,  Cook,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Cushman, 
Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Dennison,  Dewitt, 
Dickinson,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards . 
of  PennsyWania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  F'lMher,  I 


Foot,  Ford,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New  York,  Guyon,  Hack* 
ley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hasard, 
Hilt,  Holmes,  Hostetter,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Tennessee, 
Kent,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Little,  Lincoln,  Linn, 
Lowndes,  Lyman,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Mason,  Meech,  Meigv, 
R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton,  Nelson  uf  Mas- 
sachusetts, Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of 
Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Phelp:^,  Pinckney,  Pitcher, 
Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richmond,  Rogers, 
Russ,  Sampson,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Simpkins,  Slocumb, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of 
Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Southard,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Strother,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Tompkins, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Wallace,  War- 
field,  Wendover,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and 
Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Bayly, 
Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Clagett, 
Cocke,  Crafts,  Calpeper,  Fay,  Floyd,  Folger,  Forrest, 
Fullerton,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hardin,  Herrick, 
Hibshman,  Hooks,  Kendall,  Livermore,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Creary, Metcalf,  Murray,  Neale,  OTerstreet,  Parker 
of  Virginia,  Philson,  Pindall,  Richards,  Ross,  Settle, 
Sloan,  Stevens,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Tarr,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Upbam,  Walker,  Williams  of  North 
Carolina. 

The  question  was  taken  to  concur  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  amendment  to 
fill  the  blank  attached  to  the  item  ^  for  cannon 
and  shot,  to  fulfil  existing  contracts,  and  for  the 
purchase  of  flints  and  timber  for  travelling  car- 
riages," with  the  sum  of  "forty-three  thousand 
dollars;"  and  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  blank  was  then  filled  with  the  sum  of  "fifty- 
three  thousand  dollars." 

On  the  question  to  concur  with  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  in  striking  out  the  clause  making 
an  appropriation  for  the  completion  of  the  arsenad 
at  Augusta,  in  Georgia — 

Some  debate  took  place  between  Messrs.  Cobb, 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  Reiu,  and  Cuthbert,  on  the 
subject.  When,  on  the  question  being  taken,  the 
House  refused  to  strikeout  that  clause ;  and  agreed 
to  fill  the  blank  with  the  sum  of  $27,000,  viz : 
$25,000  for  the  completion  of  the  arsenal,  and 
$2,000  for  draining  the  marsh  near  it. 

The  next  item  which  excited  attention,  was  that 
which  embraces  an  appropriation  of  $2,776,000 
for  the  payment  of  the  military  and  Revolutionary 
pensioners.  Hereupon  arose  a  debate.  It  began 
by  Mr.  Barbour's  objecting  to  the  amount  of  this 
appropriation,  because  of  his  intention  to  pro{)ose 
certain  restrictive  provisions  on  the  subject,  whicb| 
if  adopted,  would  reduce  the  number  of  Revolu- 
tionary ^nsioners.  The  debate  was  kept  up  with 
some  animation  until  near  four  o'clock ;  when  the 
House  decided,  by  yeas  and  nay.%  to  agree  to  the 
above  amount  of  appropriation,  being  necessary  to 
the  payment  of  the  pensions  actually  granted. 

The  yeas  and  nays  stood  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adama,  Allen  of  Massachu- 
setts, Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Tenneasee,  Baker, 
Baldwin,  Bateman,  B»yly,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brush, 
Buflum,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Lou- 
isiana, Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cook,  Cushman,  Cuth* 
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bert,  DftrliDgtoD,  Davidson,  Dennison,  Dickinson, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards -of  Pennsyl- 
▼ania,  Fay,  Folger,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hall  of  New 
York,  Hardin,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hibshman,  Hill, 
Holmes,  Kendall,  Kent,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Little,  Lin- 
coln, Livennore,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McCreary,  Mallary, 
Mason,  Meech,  Meigs,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Moneli, 
Morton,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massachusetts, 
Patterson,  Phelps,  Pinckney,  Pitcher,  Piumer,  Rhea, 
Bichmond,  Rogers,  Russ,  Sampson,  Shaw,  Silsbee, 
Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Taylor,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Upham,  Wallace, 
Wendover,  Whitman,  and  Wood — 94. 

Nats —  Messrs.  Alexander,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
Barbour,  Beecher,  Brown,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Camp- 
beJl,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crsfls,  Crawford,  Crow- 
en,  Culpeper,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Ervin, 
Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Fulterton,  Hall  of  Delaware, 
Hooks,  Hostetter,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kin- 
sey,  Linn,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  McLano  of  Delaware, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  Metcalf,  Overstreet,  Parker 
of  Virginia,  Philson,  Pindall,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rich, 
Richards,  Ross,  Settle,  Simpkins,  Slocumb,  B.  Smith 
of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North 
Carolina,  Strother,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tucker 
of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Walker, 
Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Caro- 
lina—67. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  being  gone  through,  the  said  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 


Wednesday,  March  15. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  statements  of 
the  sums  which  hare  been  actually  paid,  since  the 
peace  establishment,  to  the  general  officers  and 
their  staff,  specifying  particularly  on  what  account, 
to  whom,  and  when  paid,  rendered  in  obedience 
to  the  resolution  of  the  7tn  of  January  last ;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooks,  the  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  theexpediency  of  having 
buoys  placed  on  certain  parts  ot  the  coast  and  in- 
lets of  the  State  of  Norm  Carolina,  to  direct  ves- 
sels in  to  'the  different  channels. 

Accompanying  the  above  resolution,  is  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina  to  Mr. 
Hooks,  enclosing  a  report  of  the  civil  engineer 
of  that  State,  snowing  the  necessity  of  placing 
buoys  on  its  coast  and  inlets. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  a  port  of  entry  at  the 
mouth  of  Pascagoula,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  direct- 
ed to  lay  before  this  House  the  amount  of  money  re- 
ceived under  the  act  providing  for  the  deduction  of  two 
per  cent,  from  the  sale  of  prizes  captured  by  private 
armed  vessels,  and  condemned  under  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  for  the  benefit  of  the  disa- 
bled officeira  and  seamen  of  such  private  armed  vessels ; 


also  the  number  of  Invalids,  together  with  the  amooBi 
of  the  pensions  charged  upon  that  fund,  as  well  as  thr 
amount  paid  to  the  widows  and  children  of  such  o&- 
cers  and  seamen,  slain  in  such  service,  and  the  amour.: 
of  the  balance,  if  any,  remaining  in  tho  hands  of  ikt 
Treasurer,  of  the  above  fund  unapplied. 

Mr.  Slocumb  moved  that  the  House  do  nour  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  joint  resolution  submitted  ky 
him  on  the  6th  instant,  to  fix  the  period  for  the  ur- 
mination  of  the  present  Congress.  The  motii.t 
was  negatived. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  l 
wit :  1.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Cassin,  -widi  w 
and  administratrix  of  Patrick  Cassin,  deceasetl, 

2.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Swartwout ;  and. 

3.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P.  Deslonde ; 
were  severally  read  twice  and  referred,  the  first  and 
third  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  the  second 
to  the  Conmiittee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled,  "An  act  making:  ap- 
propriations for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1820,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  appropriation  bill  for  the 
payment  of  the  civil  list. 

Considerable  discussion  took  place  on  some  J 
the  items  of  the  bill ;  particulany  on  that  appro- 
priating the  salary  of  a  thousand  dollars  to  iht 
reporter  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court.  A 
motion  to  strike  out  that  clause  failed  by  a  larg> 
majority. 

The  Committee  had  not  gone  throiigh  the  HI 
at  half-past  three  o'clock,  when  the  Commitit^ 
rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  >it 
again. 

Thursday,  March  16. 

Mr.  Beecher,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary,  reported  "A  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  cause  the  laws  of  Michigan  Territory 
to  be  printed  and  distributed ;"  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ervin,  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  far  altering  the  law  for 
selling  real  estate  for  taxes,  in  the  said  District,  a> 
to  allow  to  minors  the  right  of  the  equity  of  re- 
demption, two  years  after  they  shall  have  attainotl 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  by  complying"  with 
the  conditions  now  required  by  law. 

Mr.  Foot  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mcan« 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  rcpe<il- 
ing,  or  amending  the  act,  entitled  '*An  act  to  regulate 
and  fix  the  compensation  of  the  clerks  in  tho  diSbrt&t 
offices,"  passed  April  20, 1818. 

The  resolution  bein^  read,  was  amended,  b\ 
striking  out  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mcan^ 
and  inserting  a  select  committee;  and  the  question 
being  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  said  resolution,  a^^ 
amended,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
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GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  occupied  in  de- 
bate on  the  civil  appropriation  bill ;  and  chiefly  on 
the  clause  which  proposes  an  appropriation  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-one  thousand  dollars  "for  com- 
pleting the  contracts  for  constructing^  the  road  from 
Washington,  Pennsylvania,  to  Wheeling,  made 
during  tne  year  1817.'' 

On  this  there  was  a  rather  animated  debate; 
Mr.  Slocumb  having  moved  to  strike  it  out  of  the 
bill.  The  objections  to  it  were,  principally,  1. 
To  the  power  of  Congress  to  construct  roads  at  all ; 
and,  2.  To  the  nature  of  the  contracts,  some  of 
which  it  was  suggested  had  originated  in  collusion 
and  fraud. 

After  deciding  the  question  on  Mr.  Slocumb's 
motion  in  the  negative,  the  Committee  rose,  and 
the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  March  17. 

Mr.  Sampson  presented  a  petition  of  Moses  Elias 
Levy,  stating  that  he  has  latelv  arrived  in  the 
United  States,  and  intends  to  oecome  a  citizen 
thereof,  as  soon  as  the  laws  upon  the  subject  of 
naturalization  will  permit;  and  praying  that  he 
mav,  in  the  mean  time,  be  authorized  to  purchase 
and  hold  real  estate  in  the  territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pahlic 
Lands. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  of  ClBioas. 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bills  from  the  Senate  or 
the  following  titles,  to  wit:  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Frederick  Qoetz  and  Carl  W.  Weetphal,  and  of 
the  heirs  of  Abraham  Nepnes,  deceased ;"  and  "An 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  Gabriel  Qodfroy,"  made  re- 

Sorts  thereon,  and  recommending  that  the  said 
ills  be  postponed  inddKnitely. 

The  said  bills  and  reports,  severally,  were  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

Mr.  Williams  also  reported  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary 
Cassin,  widow  and  administratrix  of  Patrick  Caa- 
sin,  deceased,"  without  amendment,  and  the  bill 
was  coqimitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Robert  Swartwont,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  RoBBETBON  Submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

JUeokedf  bv  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeenta- 
tueee  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Congreee  a»» 
eembledt  That  the  consent  of  Congrem  he,  and  tho 
same  is  hereby,  given  to  a  compact,  or  agreementi 
made  and  oonciuded  by  and  between  the  States  oif 
Kentucky  ami  Tennessee,  at  Frankfort,  in  Kentucky, 
on  the  second  day  of  Febraary,  18S0,  to  adjust  and 
establish  the  boundary  line  between  them,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

The  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
He  on  the  table. 
An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 


State  to  cause  the  laws  of  Michigan  Territory  to  be 
printed  and  distributed,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Presioent 
OF  THE  Uniteo  States,  which  is  as  follows: 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  .- 

It  being  stipulated  by  the  fourth  article  of  the  arti- 
cles of  agreement  and  ceseion,  entered  into  on  the  24th 
of  April,  1802,  with  the  State  of  Georgia,  that  the 
United  States  should,  at  their  own  expense,  extin- 
guish, for  the  use  of  that  State,  as  soon  as  it  might  be 
done  on  reasonable  terms,  the  Indian  title  to  all  lands 
within  its  limits;  and  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  being 
desirous  to  make  a  farther  acquisition  of  said  lands  at 
this  time,  presuminff  that  it  may  be  done  on  reasona- 
ble terms ;  and  it  being  also  represented  that  property 
of  considerable  value,  which  had  been  taken  by  the 
Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians  from  citizens  of  Georgia, 
the  restoration  of  which  had  been  provided  for  by  dif- 
ferent treaties,  but  which  has  never  been  made,  it  is 
proposed  to  hold  a  treaty  with  those  nations,  and  more 
particularly  with  the  Creeks,  in  the  course  of  this 
Summer ;  for  the  attainment  of  these  objects,  I  submit 
the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  that  a 
sum  adequate  to  the  expenses  attending  such  a  treaty 
may  be  appropriated,  should  Congress  deem  it  expe- 
dient. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WisHisrexoK,  March  17,  1830. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Another  Message  was  received  from  thie  Pbbsi- 
uent  of  the  United  States,  which  is  as  follows: 

To  the  House  of  Representatiffes : 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  accompanied  with  statements  of  the 
annual  expenditures  made  in  the  construction  of  the 
road  leading  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  MaiT' 
land,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  from  the  year  1806  to  the 
year  1880. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WAsaiireTOir,  Marek  17,  1820. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  also  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  again  resdved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  appropriation  bill  for  de- 
fraying the  civil  expenses  or  the  Government. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Gkoreia,  moved  to  amend  the 
same,  by  inserting  the  following  appropriation : 

-  <•  For  holding  a  treaty  with  the  Creek  and  Chero* 
kee  nations  of  Indians,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a 
further  eitingubhment  of  the  iooian  title  to  all  the 
lands  wi&in  the  limits  of  Georgia,  pursuant  to  the 
fourth  condition  of  the  first  article  of  the  articles  of 
agreement  and  cession  concluded  between  the  United 
SUtes  and  the  Sute  of  Georgia,  on  the  24th  day  of 
April,  1803,  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars." 

Mr.  Cobb  followed  his  motion  with  the  follow- 
inff  remarks: 

Mr.  Chairman,  although  the  subject-matter  of 
the  motion  just  submitt^  may  excite  but  litde 
interest  in  the  Committee,  on  account  of  its  local 
application,  yet  it  is  one  of  very  great  importance 
to  the  State  of  Georgia.    It  is  the  same  whieh 
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was  submitted  by  me  a  few  days  past,  during  the 
discussion  of  the  military  appropriation  bill,  but 
which  was  withdrawn,  from  a  suggestion  that  it 
could  be  attached  to  this  bill  with  greater  pro- 

friety.  Uniateresting  as  my  remarks  may  prove, 
ask  the  patient  indulgence  of  the  Committee  to 
a  plain  statement  of  facts,  showing  not  simply  the 
propriety  of  the  appropriation,  but  an  undoubted 
obligation  on  the  General  Grovernment  to  accom- 
plish the  purposes  for  which  it  is  asked,  as  soon  as 
possible.  If  this  obligation  is  not  shown,  I  shall 
not  expect  my  motion  to  succeed. 

The  object  of  the  appropriation  is  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  a  treaty  or  treaties  with  the  Creek 
and  Cherokee  Indians,  for  obtaining  an  extin- 
guishment of  their  title  to  all  the  lands  within 
the  limits  of  Georgia,  according  to  the  stipulations 
of  the  agreement  referred  to  in  the  motion.  From 
the  public  prints  my  colleagues  and  myself  have 
learned  that  this  subject  has  engaged  the  serious 
attention  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
ffia,  at  their  late  session,  and  that  a  memorial  has 
been  addressed  by  that  body  to  the  Executive  of 
the  United  States,  remonstrating  against  a  longer 
delay  in  fulfilling  this  agreement.  Although  it 
would  seem,  from  the  terms  in  which  this  docu- 
ment is  mentioned  in  the  newspapers,  that  the 
Senators  and  Representatives  from  Georgia  were 
required  to  afford  their  aid  in  giving  to  it  some 
effect,  it  is  acknowledged  on  my  part,  and  I  pre- 
sume I  may  make  the  same  acknowledgment  for 
the  whole  delegation,  that  no  notice  of  its  trans- 
mission has  been  received,  either  from  any  person 
in  the  State  of  Georgia,  or  at  this  place.  But  a 
knowledge,  however  derived,  that  the  Legislature 
of  Georgia  have  acted  upon  this  subject^  is  deemed 
of.  sufficient  authority  by  me  for  bringing  the 
claims  of  that  State  before  Congress,  which  is  the 
onlv  branch  of  the  Government  before  which  I 
could  venture  to  offer  them,  without  being  deemed 
officious.  It  is  true  that  claims  from  Georgia 
have  not  heretofore  met  with  the  most  favorable 
reception  even  from  Congress,  but  this  circum- 
stance shall  not  deter  me  from  discharging  my 
duty. 

At  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  in- 
deed at  a  much  later  period,  the  State  of  Greorgia 
found  herself  possessed  of  an  extensive  territory, 
with  very  limited  pecuniary  resources,  and  a  pop- 
ulation inconsiderable  as  to  numbers.  In  addition 
to  the  extent  of  surface  now  embraced  within  her 
boundaries,  she  claimed,  by  an  undoubted  title,  all 
that  fine  region  of  country  now  forming  the  States 
of  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  with  the  exception 
of  that  portion  of  West  Florida  which  has  been 
added  to  them.  By  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  in  common  with  the  other  States, 
she  imposed  upon  herself  a  prohibition  to  make 
war,  or  conclude  treaties,  and  thus  lost  the  power 
to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to  the  lands  she  thus 
claimed,  by  conquest  or  purchase ;  and  it  is  worthy 
of  remark,  that,  after  this  event,  the  General  Grov- 
ernment never  did  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to 
one  acre  of  her  lands  for  her  benefit,  until  after 
the  conclusion  of  the  articles  of  agreement  and 
cession.    The  consequence  was,  that  her  popula- 


tion and  resources  were  but  little  increased  for  a 
period  of  fifteen  years.    Her  wish,  united  mth  her 
mability,  to  increase  them,  induced  her  to  yield  to 
the  invitation  of  the  Grovernment  of  the  UnioL. 
and  on  the  24th  April,  1Q02,  the  cession  was  madt-. 
It  is  true  that,  in  this  instrument,  another  consid- 
eration ($1,250,000)  is  mentioned.    But  it  will 
not  be  contended  that  this  inconsiderable  sum  can 
be  declared  an  adequate  price  for  the  relinqui ail- 
ment of  a   territory  so  extensive  and  vaiaable. 
Indeed,  it  is  mentioned  in  the  first  condition  d 
the  first  article,  that  this  sum  was  paid  by  the 
United  States  "  as  a  consideration  for  the  expenstf 
incurred  by  the  State  of  Georgia  in  relation  to  the 
said  territory."    How  and  upon  what  account 
these  expenses  were  incurred,  I  am  not  fuU^  in- 
formed, nor  is  it  necessary  to  be  shown.     I'hat 
considerable  debts  were  contracted,  and  that  some 
of  them  probably  yet  remain  unpaid,  I  have  strong 
reasons  to  believe.    There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  leading  consideration  was  that  which  I  have 
mentioned — a  desire  to  extend  the  bounds  of  her 
white  population,  and  thus  to  increase  her  strength 
and  her  respectability  in  the  Union. 

To  judge  simply  by  the  face  of  the  map,  it 
would  appear  that  the  State  of  Georgia  yet  has 
an  extent  of  territory  reserved  to  herself  equal,  or 
nearly  equal,  in  square  miles  to  any  other  State  in 
the  Union.  This  is  admitted.  But  let  it  not  be 
thence  inferred  that  she  will  be  equally  rich  and 
populous.  Fully  one-half,  and  perhaps  more,  of 
that  surface,  is  of  that  description  of  land  called 
pine  barren,  and  is  remarkable  only  for  its  poTerty. 
Another  portion  is  too  mountainous  and  sterile  to 
admit  oi  a  dense  population.  Perhaps,  also,  it 
may  not  be  generally  understood  in  the  Commit- 
tee, that  the  Indian  title  to  fully  one-half,  and 
probably  the  most  valuable  hali,  of  the  lands 
within  the  boundaries  of  the  State  is  yet  unextin- 
guished. B^uUy  two-thirds  of  the  part  to  which  it 
has  been  extinguished  is  of  the  description  I  have 
mentioned,  to  wit :  a  wild  barren  waste  of  pine 
lands,  or  mountain  peaks  and  ridges  not  more  sus- 
ceptible of  cultivation.  Her  valuable  lands  are 
yet  possessed  by  the  Indians.  To  these  circum- 
stances are  to  be  attributed  the  small  population  of 
j  the  State,  and  the  paucity  of  her  Representatives 
I  on  this  floor.  Surpassed  in  extent  of  surface  by 
few  other  States,  Georgia  is  yet  called  one  of  the 
small  States.  The  Committee  will  be  able  to 
judge  whether  she  intended  to  fix  upon  herself 
this  title,  after  hearing  the  following  portion  of 
the  articles  of  cession  read.  The  fourth  condition 
of  the  first  of  those  articles  is  as  follows: 

"  That  the  United  Butes  nhall,  at  their  own  ex- 
pense, extinguifh,  for  the  ase  of  Georgia,  as  early  as 
the  lame  can  be  peaceably  obtained  on  reasonaUe 
terms,  the  Indian  title  to  the  coanty  of  TaJlanee; 
and  the  lands  left  out  by  the  line  drawn  with  the 
Creeks,  in  the  year  1798,  which  had  been  previocsl; 
granted  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  both  which  tracts 
had  formerly  been  yielded  by  the  Indians,  and  to  the 
lands  within  the  forka  of  Oconee  and  Oakmulgee  riv- 
ers, for  which  several  objects  the  President  of  the 
United  States  has  directed  that  a  treaty  should  be 
immediately  held  with  the  Creeks,  and  that  the  Uniud 
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States  shall,  in  the  same  manner,  alao  eztiagoiah  the 
Indian  title  to  all  the  other  lands  within  the  Btate  of 
Georgia."        ^ 

Before  I  proceed  farther,  to  inquire  whether  the 
United  States  have  fulfilled,  as  far  as  they  could, 
this  condition,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  mention 
that  the  '^county  of  Tallassee''  was  a  strip  of 
pine  barren  land  of  little  value.  '*  The  land  left 
out  by  the  line  drawn  with  the  Greeks  in  1796" 
was  another  strip  of  about  thirty  miles  in  length 
and  four  in  breadth,  also  of  little  value.  Although 
once  yielded  by  the  Indians,  possession  of  these 
had  been  resumed,  in  consequence  of  an  improoer 
marking  of  the  line  between  the  whites  and  In- 
dians. The  'Mands  in  the  forks  of  Oconee  and 
Oakmulgee  rivers"  were  obtained  soon  after  the 
execution  of  the  articles,  and  are  the  onlv  val- 
uable lands  which  have  been  since  acquired  "for 
the  use  of  Greorgia." 

In  remarking  upon  the  clause  of  the  article  just 
read,  I  request  the  Committee  to  observe,  that  in 
another  part  of  the  contract  it  is  called  an  "express 
condition,"  and  that  the  cession  of  territorv  by 
Georgia  is  declared  to  be  "  subject  thereto."  Noth- 
ing can  be  more  explicit  than  is  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  obligation  imposed  upon  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United   States  by  this  condition. 
"  They  shall,  in  the  same  manner,  that  is,  "  at 
their  own  expense,"  and  "as  early  as  the  same 
can  be  peaceably  obtained  upon  reasonable  terms," 
also  extingish  the  Indian  title  to  all  the  other  lands 
within  the  State  of  Georgia."    The  words  suffi- 
ciently explain  themselves,  and  lead  at  once  to  the 
inquiry,   Has  this  condition  been  complied  with 
by  the  Federal  Gk>vernment?     Has  this  obliga- 
tion been  discharged,  or  even  facilities  to  its  spe^y 
discharge  created  ?    It  is  demonstrable  that  the 
United  States  have  done  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other.     A  particular  reference  to  the  words  and 
terms  of  aU  the  treaties  which  have  since  been 
held  with  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians  would 
prove  more  tiresome  than  instructive.    I  will  only 
advert  to  them  from  memory^,  promising  to  give 
more  particular  explanations  if  necessary.     With 
the  exception  of  the  treaty  or  treaties  alluded  to 
in  the  clause  as  being  "  directed"  for  obtaining 
the  lands  in  the  forks  of  the  Oconee  and  Oak- 
mulgee rivers,  no  others  were  subsequently  held 
with  the  Creek  Indians  by  which  any  lands  were 
acquired  for  Georgia  until  the  Treaty  of  Fort 
Jackson,  in  1814.    By  that,  the  United  States 
acquired^  for  themselves,  that  one  rich  region  since 
formed  mto  the  State  of  Alabama.    Uould  not 
this  obligation  of  the  General  Government  have 
then  been  discharged  ?  Could  not  an  extensive  and 
valuable  acquisition  have  then  been  obtained,  of 
lands  within  the  limits  of  Georgia  1    What  cause 
could  have  prevented  it  i    If  it  was  thought  im- 
politic that  tne  whole  acquisition  should  be  within 
Georgia,  why  not  a  part?     Shall  I  be  told  that  a 
part  was  in  Georgia  i    It  is  true — ^but  such  a  part ! 
so  poor,  so  barren  is  its  quality,  (circumstances 
that  must  have  been  known,)  as  that,  instead  of 
being  of  use,  and  valuable,  it  proved  a  burden  upon 
the  people  of  the  State.    If  brought  into  market  to- 
morrow, it  would  not  command  a  price  sufficient 


to  discharge  the  expense  of  surveying  it :  and  it  is 
a  fact,  that,  for  this  very  reason^  the  Legislature 
of  Georj^ia  have  never  directed  it  to  be  surveyed 
until  within  the  last  year.  It  may  be  possiole, 
however,  that  more  could  not  have  oeen  acquired 
in  Georgia.  I  will  not  say  it  cocdd.  But  I  can 
discover  no  reason  why  it  could  not.  Since  this 
period,  some  other  lands  have  been  purchased  of 
the  Creeks,  but  they  are  too  inconsiderable  to  be 
further  noticed. 

With  the  Cherokees  also,  various  treaties  and 
various  purchases  of  land  have  been  made,  but  not 
for  the  "  use  of  Georgia,"  or  in  the  fulfilment  of 
the  articles  of  cession.  The  lands  situated  in  the 
Great  Bend  of  Tennessee,  forming  the  rich  county 
of  Madison,  have  been  purchas^.  At  that  time 
an  extinguishment  of  Indian  title  to  lands  in  G^or- 
ffia  could  have  been  obtained.  The  Cherokee 
land,  adjacent  to  the  Georgia  frontier,  is  of  a  qual- 
ity inferior  to  those  of  Madison  county.  The 
Cherokees  could,  therefore,  have  had  no  objection 
to  selling  the  former  in  preference  to  the  latter. 
It  may  well  be  doubted,  however,  whether  this 
contract  with  Georgia  was  then  even  thought  of. 
Since  that  period  other  purchases  have  been  made 
of  the  Cherokees.  but  for  whom?  Partly  for 
Georgia,  I  admit^  nut  the  land  is  of  little  valae. 
With  the  exception  of  the  reservations  made  in 
favor  of  particular  Indians^  the  larger  portion  of 
it  is  unfit  for  profitable  cultivation,  and  none  of  it 
rich.  It  difiers  from  the  land  obtained  for  Geor- 
gia, by  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  in  this — ^the 
one  is  a  flat  pine  barren  country ;  the  other  scarcely 
less  barren,  but  mountainous.  The  purchases  of 
value  which  have  been  made  are  situate,  not  in 
Georgia,  but  in  Tennessee,  with  whom,  or  whose 
parent,  (North  Carolina)  no  such  contract  exists, 
for  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  titles.  In 
thus  alluding  to  the  acquisition  of  land  made  by 
Tennessee  to  the  evident  injury  of  Georgia,  I 
would  not  be  understood  as  envying  the  prosperity 
of  that  State ;  I  feel  no  such  envy,  nor  do  the 
people  of  the  State  I  in  part  represent.  On  the 
contrary,  I  but  use  their  own  language,  in  saying 
that  they  always  rejoice  on  beholding  the  rapid 
march  of  any  of  the  States  to  respectability.  But, 
as  I  have  said,  by  express  contract  no  obli^tion 
is  imposed  upon  the  United  States  to  extinfi;uish  the 
Indian  title  to  lands  in  Tennessee ;  yet  it  has  been 
rapidly  extinguished  to  the  whole  ot  them,  with  a 
very  small  exception,  and  the  population  of  Ten- 
nessee now  does,  or  shortly  will,  extend  from 
North  Carolina  to  the  Mississippi ;  and  after  the 
next  census,  in  all  human  prorability,  her  repre- 
sentation upon  this  floor  will  be  double  that  of 
Georgia.  In  adverting  to  this  system  of  favorit- 
ism. (I  know  no  better  name  for  it,)  I  would  do  it 
rattier  as  a  fact,  by  which  to  show  the  obligation 
of  the  United  States,  under  this  contract,  to  be 
increased  and  strengthened,  if  possible,  and  not 
for  the  purpose  of  manifesting  any  jealousy  at  the 
rising  greatness  of  that  State.  It  is  her  duty  to  pro- 
mote her  own  interests  in  the  best  manner  she  can. 
But  I  have  a  right  to  show^hat,  in  thus  contribut- 
ing to  the  prosperity  of  Tennessee,  the  General 
Government  have  forgotten  their  obligations  to 
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Ckorgia,  who  was  one  of  ^'  the  good  old  thirteen 
States,"  as  they  have  heen  called ;  who  aided  in 
the  struggle  for  independence ;  feebly  indeed,  but 
with  all  the  rasources  she  possessed,  and  who 
yielded  a  country  almost  a  little  empire  in  itself  for 
the  express  purpose  of  obtaining  the  means  of  more 
speedily  acquirmg  the  portion  she  had  reserved 
for  herself.  To  tnis  very  end  were  the  articles  of 
cession  concluded.  She,  however,  has  the  mortifi- 
cation to  discover  that  her  exertions  have  been  in 
vain,  or  have  only  retarded  the  end  she  had  in 
view.  States  whose  names  were  scarcely  known 
a  few  years  past,  have  sprung  up  around  her. 
Kentucky,  Ohio,  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  in  the  very 
territory  she  ceded,  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  have 
all  been  formed  and  admitted  into  the  Union  since 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  With  an  extent  of 
booiidary  that  should  place  her  upon  an  equality 
with  any,  she  is  likely  to  be  outstripped  by  all  of 
them.  She  alone,  of  all  these,  seems  doomed  to 
be  a  <'  small  State." 

I  have,  heretofore,  inquired  whether  the  United 
States  had  increased  the'  facilities  to  the  discharge 
of  their  obligation  under  these  articles  ?  I  much 
fear  that  all  the  measures  they  have  pursued  with 
Indians  have  had  a  contrary  tendency.  Let  us 
look  at  the  fa cts.  T  wo-thirds  of  the  Creek  nation, 
and  the  whole  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  with  one 
exception,  are  within  the  State  of  Georgia.  By 
wars,  and  by  treaties,  the  Indians,  instead  of  hav- 
ing been  driven  from  ner  frontiers  nave  been  driven 
upon  them.  Urged  from  the  confines  of  Tennes- 
see, Alabama,  and  Florida,  they  are  now  pent  op 
within  that  portion  of  their  nation  which  is  in 
the  limits  of  "Georgia,  within  that  very  portion  to 
which  the  United  States,  eighteen  years  ago,  en- 
gaged to  extinguish  their  title.  If  rutnor  is  to  be 
orbited,  their  numbers  are  soon  to  be  increased  by 
the  Indians  of  Florida,  who  are  to  be  removed  in 
the  event  of  the  ratification  of  the  late  treaty  with 
Spain.  I  will  say  no  more  on  this  subject,  ex6ept 
to  eaU  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  one  oihei 
act  to  which  the  United  States  are  a  party ;  I  mean 
an  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  atxm 
which  I  shall  leave  the  Committee  to  place  their 
own  construction.  The  second  article  of  that 
treaty  is  as  follows : 

'*  The  United  States  will  guaranty  to  the  Greek  na- 
tion the  integrity  of  all  their  territory  eastwardly  and 
northwardly  of  the  said  line,  to  be  run  ond  described 
aa  mentioned  in  the  first  article." 

Now,  the  Creek  territory  east  and  north  of  this 
line  is,  for  the  most  part,  m  the  State  of  Georgia. 
To  suppose  that  this  article  means  nothing,  would 
be  doing  injustice  as  well  to  those  who  negotiated 
the  treaty  as  to  the  Government  which  ratified  it. 
Against  whose  claims  or  pretensions,  unless  tho^e 
of  G^rgia  are  intended,  or  for  what  objects,  was 
this  "  guaranty  of  integrity  of  territory"  made  ?  It 
is  not  my  intention  to  answer  the  question.  The 
words  are  plain,  and  can  as  well  be  understood  by 
the  Committee  as  by  me.  I  will  only  observe  that 
the  article  has  a  strange  coincidence  with  other 
acts  of  the  Government,  inspiring  a  belief  that  the 
power  of  executing  its  contract  with  Georgia  has 
been  voluntarily  placed  beyond  its  control. 


At  present,  I  know  of  no  other  method  by  'whirh 
this  condition  of  the  cession,  on  the  part  of  tb- 
United  States,  can  be  performed,  butJjy  a  rcmoTsi 
of  the  Indians.     That  this  measure,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, would  be  good  policy,  will   not  )y 
doubted.    In  1817,  the  people  of  Georgia  "were  in- 
spired with  a  hope  that  this  would  be  speedOy  doce, 
under  a  treaty  concluded  with  the  Cherokees  br 
Govemor  McMinn,  and  Generals  Jackson   aiKi 
Merriwether.    By  this  an  arrangement  was  mad^ 
for  the  removal  of  a  large  part  of  that  nation  to 
territory  of  the  United  States  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi.   A  part  of  the  nation  have  removed.     Th« 
arrangement,  substantially,  was  an  exchange  oi 
territory.   A  census  was  to  be  taken,  and  in  the  pro- 
portion of  the  numbers  who  misht  mi^te  to  the 
west,  lands  on  the  east  of  the  Mississippi  should 
be  ceded  to  the  United  States.    However  jpeat 
the  hope  of  substantial  benefit  the  State  of  Geoi- 

fia  might  sustain  from  this  treaty,  she  has  been 
isappointed  in  the  result.  Indeed,  the  whole  ar- 
rangement seems  to  be  at  an  end.  Although  2l\1 
the  Indians  inhabiting  the  ^4ower  towns"  ^and,  of 
course,  principally  in  Georgia,)  were  desirous  of 
removing  only  twelve  months  before,  it  seems  by  a 
subsequent  treaty,  concluded  at  this  place  in  1819. 
that  a  "  greater  part  of  the  Cherokee  nation'^  now 
desire  to  remain  on  the  east  of  the  Mississippi "  in 
order  to  commence  those  measures  necessary  for 
their  civilization,  and  the  preservation  of  their  ca- 
tion." It  is  true  that  by  each  of  these  cessions 
more  lands  were  yielded  oy  the  Indians.  But,  as 
usual,  the  valuable  part  of  them  is  within  otbo* 
States,  with  whom  the  United  States  have  no  con- 
tract. Unproductive  hills  and  mountains  are  the 
portion  of  Georgia.  When  she  may  look  forward 
for  the  execution  of  this  contract,  so  necessary  for 
her  prosperity,  I  cannot  tdl.  Of  one  thin^  i  am 
certain,  if  not  speedily  done,  I  shall  lose  all  hope 
of  its  ever  being  performed. 

The  motion  was  supported  also  by  Mr.  Cfth- 
BERT  and  Mr.  AfinoTT  of  Georgia.  Messrs.  Rhea, 
LivERMORB,  and  Campbell,  also  engaged  in  the 
debate. 

The  motion  "^as  agreed  to  by  a  large  majority. 

In  the  progress  of  the  bill,  a  motion  was  made 
to  strike  out  of  the  appropriation  for  the  expenses 
of  the  commission  under  the  5th  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  so  much  as  provides  a  compen- 
sation for  an  agent  under  that  treaty ;  and,  alter  a 
short  debate,  the  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  WoooBRinofe  moved  to  amend  the  Mil  by 
introducing  an  apt)ropriation  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  extinffaiskmg  the 
Indian  title  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Woodbridge 
and  Mr.  Ross,  ahd  was  agreed  to  without  a  di- 
vision. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  House  with 
sundry  amendments;  and  the  question  presented 
itself  oh  concurring  in  certain  of  the  amendmenui. 

Some  discussion  took  place  on  several  of  them. 

On  the  question  to  concur  with  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  in  filling  the  blank  for  the  appropn- 
ation  of  one  hundred  and  forty-one  thoiisa&d  ool- 
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lars,  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  for  contracts 
made  in  the  year  1817  for  maKiog  the  great  Cam- 
berland  road,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and 
stood — for  the  appropriation,  90 ;  against  it,  66 ;  as 
follows :    • 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Anderson,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Bayly,  Beecher, 
Bloomfield,  Brown,  Brush,  Batler  of  Louisiana,  Camp- 
bet).  Case,  Cobb,  Cook,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Culpeper, 
Cusbman,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Eddy,  Er- 
Tin,  Fisher,  Fuller,  Fullerton,  Gross  of  New  Fork, 
Guyon,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hardin,  Hazard,  Hendricks, 
Herrick,  Hibsbman,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hostetter,  Jones  of 
Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Kinsey,  La- 
tbrop,  Little,  Lincoln,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclay,  Mc- 
Creary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky, 
Mason,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Massachusetts,  Newton,  Patterson,  Philson,  Pinckney, 
Pindall,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rankin,  ReeJ,  Rich,  Robert- 
son, Ross,  Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Sloan,  Smith  of 
New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
Steyens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Swear- 
ingen,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tomlinson,  Trimble,  Tucker  of 
Virginia,  VanRenssetaer,  Wallace,  Warfield,  and  Wil- 
liams of  Virginia. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Baker,  Baldwin,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Boden,  Bryan, 
Bufitim,  Bnrwell,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Cannon, 
Clagett,  Clark,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Dennison,  Earle,  Ed- 
wards of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Fay,  FJoyd,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Gross  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
Heister,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Kendall,  Kinsley^  Linn,  Mc- 
Coy, Kiallary,  Marchand,  Meigs,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore, 
Morton,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstreet,  Parker  of 
Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Phelps,  Randolph, 
Rhea,  Richards,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Russ,  Sampson, 
Settle,  Shaw,  Slocumb,,  Smith  of  North  Carolina, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Strother,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Tucker 
of  South  Carolina,  Wendover,  Williams  of  North  Car- 
olina, and  Wood. 

So  the  appropriation  was  concurred  in. 

Objection  was  made  to  the  appropriation  of  six 
thousand  dollars  for  paying  to  Mr.  Trumbull  the 
third  pavmmt  on  account  of  hb  contract  for  four 
National  PaintiI^^;  on  the  delivery  of  the  second 
of  which,  now  nearly  completed^  this  money  wiU 
he  payable  to  him.  The  principal  objection  to 
the  appropriation  was,  that  the  money  is  not  yet 
due. 

The  appropriation  passed,  in  the  end,  by  76 
votes  to  54;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 


Saturday,  March  18. 

On  motion  of  Mt.  Crowell,  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  lighthouse  on  Mobile 
Point,  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  intp  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  law  more  effectually  for  reclaiming 
persons  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State,  and 
escaping  therefrom  into  another  State,  and  that 
the  Committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or 
otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Anderson,  Pindall,  and 
Storra,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 


The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  suspend,  for  a  further 
time,  the  sale  or  forfeiture  of  lands  for  failure  in 
completing  the  payments  thereon,  was  reported  by 
Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  PuWic 
Lands,  without  amendment. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  Cobb, 
Hendricks,  McCoy,  and  Taylor,  as  to  the  proper 
course  to  be  given  to  it,  whether  it  should  be  com- 
mitted, read  a  third  time  at  once,  or  laid  on  the 
table ;  the  last  course  was  adopted,  yeas  66,  nays 
52,  and  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  bill  to 
change  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands, 
(from  credit  to  cash,  &c.,)  reported  the  same  with 
amendments. 

[The  amendments  propose  to  strike  out  all  that 
part  of  the  bill  which  changes  the  sales  from  credit 
to  cash  payments.] 

After  a  short  discussion,  as  to  the  proper  dispo- 
sition of  the  bill,  it  was  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Gk>vernment  for  the  year  1820,  was  read 
the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for 
concurrence. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  centre 
building  of  the  Capitol,  and  for  other  purposes, 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Wnole,  the 
sums  inserted  by  the  Committee,  (91 11,789  for  the 
centre  building,)  aereed  to  by  the  House,  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  of  March 
18th,  1818,  providing  pensions  for  persons  engaged 
in  the  land  and  naval  service  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.    This  bill  provides — 

8sc.  1.  That  to  all  persons  who  are  now,  or  may 
hereafter  be,  placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United 
Stotes  by  Tirtue  of  the  act  of  the  18th  of  March,  1818, 
there  shall  be  paid  the  following  sums,  to  wit :  to  eveiy 
officer  who  serred  for  the  term  of  nine  months,  and  for 
a  term  less  than  three  years,  the  sam  of  two  hundred 
and  forty  dollars  per  annum,  to  be  paid  for  and  daring 
the  term  of  three  years  only ;  to  those  who  served  for 
the  term  of  three  yean  or  longer,  the  snm  of  two  bun- 
dred  and  forty  dollars  per  annum,  to  be  paid  for  and 
daring  the  term  of  three  years  only ;  and  afterwards, 
daring  life,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  doUan 
per  anaam ;  to  every  non-commissioned  officer,  mu- 
sician, mariner,  marine,  or  private  soldier,  whd  served 
for  the  term  of  nine  months,  and  for  a  teim  of  leas 
than  three  years,  ninety-six  dollars  per  annum,  to  be 
paid  for  and  during  the  term  of  three  years  only  ;  to 
those  who  served  for  the  term  of  three  years  or  longer, 
ninety-six  dollara  per  annum,  to  be  paid  for  and  during 
the  term  of  three  years  only  ;  and  afterwards,  during 
life,  seventy-two  dollars  per  annum  :  And,  provided^ 
That  the  sums  already  paid  to  any  pensioner  under 
the  said  act,  shall  be  considered  as  constituting  part  of 
the  sums  directed  to  be  paid  as  aforesaid. 

8xc.  2.  That  the  pensions  allowed  by  virtue  of  the 
act  of  1818  shall  be  paid  to  such  persons  only  as  shall, 
in  addition  to  the  oath  required  by  that  act,  take  and 
subscribe,  in  open  court,  in  the  county  in  which  they 
reside,  the  following  oath :  "  I,  A  B,  do  solemnly  swear 
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that  I  was  a  resident  citizen  of  the  United  Statea,  on 
the  ISth  daj  of  March,  1816;  and  that  I  have  not, 
since  the  said  18th  of  March,  disposed  of  my  property, 
or  any  part  thereof,  except  for  the  necessary  support 
of  myself,  (or  myself  and  family,  as  the  case  may  be,) 
or  in  the  payment  of  my  just  debts,  and  that  I  do  not 
now  posaess,  nor  have  I  power  to  command  the  means 
for  obtaining  for  myself  (or  roynelf  and  family,  ae  the 
case  may  be,)  a  comfortable  support  for  the  time  being. 
8o  help  me  God.*'  The  original  of  which  said  oath 
shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county, 
for  the  inspection  of  g^and  jurors  and  others,  and  a 
certified  copy  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War: 
and  the  court  shall  have  direction  either  to  prevent  or 
refuse  the  oath,  as  the  facts  shall  appear  to  justify  ;  the 
party  taking  the  oath,  to  be  subject  to  the  pains  and 
penalties  of  perjury  for  false  swearing.  And  in  every 
case  where  the  pensioner  is  insane,  and  incapable  of 
taking  an  oath,  a  certificate  of  the  facta,  under  the 
direction  of  the  court,  shall  be  deemed  equivalent  to 
the  above  recited  oath. 

Mr.  Bloompield  rose,  and,  after  stating  the 
contemplated  effect  of  this  bill,  entered  into  a  par- 
ticular history  of  the  progress  of  the  act  of  1818, 
through  the  two  Houses,  the  different  features  it 
assumed,  and  its  ultimate  shape,  compared  with 
the  bill  originally  reported  by  tne  committee,  of 
which  he  was  chairman,  to  show  that  that  com- 
mittee are  innocent  of  having  produced  the  embar- 
rassments which  had  grown  out  of  that  act.  To 
try  the  question  whether  the  House  was  willing  to 
repeal  the  existing  act,  he  concluded  by  moving  to 
strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cannon  moved  to  amend  the  section,  bv 
striking  out  all  that  part  of  the  first  section  whicn 
allows  to  officers  higher  pensions  than  what  is 
allowed  to  privates.  It  would  be  perceived,  Mr. 
C.  said,  that  the  object  of  this  amendment  was  to 
place  tne  officers  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  on 
the  same  footing  as  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary army.  He  had  no  wish  to  repeal  the  act, 
but  this  bill  contained  a  principle — that  of  discrim- 
ination— which  he  could  not  reconcile  to  his  mind ; 
any  other  mode  would  be  better  than  this — they 
were  all  citizens  and  were  all  entitled,  in  an  act  of 
bounty,  to  an  equal  quantum  of  relief,  and  to  enforce 
this  opinion  Mr.  C.  arg^ued  at  some  length.  Mr. 
C.  however,  waived  his  motion  to  give  way  for 
an  amendment,  which  Mr.  Barbour  intimated 
hia  intention  to  offer,  which  embraced  what  Mr. 
C.  had  in  view. 

Mr.  Barbour  then  submitted,  by  way  of  amend- 
ment, the  following  provisions,  in  lieu  of  those 
contained  in  the  bill : 

Be  it  enaetedf  4'c*>  That  every  person  who  now  is, 
or  hereafter  mayj>e,  placed  on  tho  pension  list  of  the 
United  States,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  certain  persons  engsged  in  the 
land  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,"  passed  the  ISth  of  March,  1818, 
who  served  for  the  term  of  nine  months,  and  for  a  term 
less  than  three  years,  shall,  so  soon  as  he  shall  have  re- 
ceived the  amount  of  two  years*  pension,  as  allowed 
him  by  the  said  act,  be  forthwith  stricken  from  the 
pension  roll ;  and  every  person  who  now  is,  or  here- 
after may  be,  placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United 
States,  under  the  act  aforesaid,  who  served  for  the  term 


of  three  years,  or  longer,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
the  amount  of  the  pension  allowed  him  by  said  act, 
for  the  term  of  two  years,  from  the  date  of  his  decla- 
ration, and  afterwards,  during  life,  -— —  dollar*  per 
annum. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  no  person 
who  now  Ikf  or  hereafter  may  be,  placed  on  the  pension 
list  of  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the  act  aforemid, 
shall  hereafter  receive  any  part  of  the  provision  to 
which  he  may  be  entitled  by  the  said  act,  as  amended 
by  the  provisions  of  this,  which  shall  be  due  and  pay- 
able after  that  which  became  due  4th  March,  1820. 
until  he  shall  have  exhibited  to  some  court  of  record  in 
the  county,  city,  or  borough,  in   which  he  resides,  a 
schedule,  subscribed  by  him,  containing  his  whole  es- 
tate, (wearing  apparel  excepted,)  and  shall  have,  be/ore 
the  sAid  court,  taken  and  subscribed  the  following  oath 
or  affirmation,  to  wit:  "  I,  A  B,  do  solemnly  swear  or 
affirm,  (as  the  case  may  be,)  that  I  waa  a  resident  cic- 
ixen  of  the  United  States  on  the  18th  day  of  March, 
1818,  and  that  I  have  not,  since  that  time,  by  gift,  sa/e, 
or  in  any  manner  whatever,  disposed  of  my  property, 
or  any  part  thereof,  with  intent  thereby  so  to  diminuh 
it,  as  to  bring  myself  within  the  provisions  of  an  act 
of  Congress,  entitled  *'An  act  to  provide  for  certain 

t arsons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  Revolutionary  war,"  passed  the 
18th  March,  1818  ;  and  that  I  have  not,  nor  has  any 
person  in  trust  for  me,  any  property  ;  nor  have  I  any 
securities,  contracts,  or  debts  due  to  me,  other  than 
what  is  contained  in  the  schedule  now  delivered,  and 
by  me  subscribed" — nor  until  the  person  applying  for 
payment  of  a  pension,  shall  produce  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  a  copy  of  the  aforesaid  schedule  and  oath  or 
affirmation,  duly  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the  court  to 
which  the  said  schedule  was  delivered,  and  before 
which  the  said  oath  or  affirmation  was  taken  and 
subscribed,  together  with  the  opinion  of  the  said  court, 
also  certified  by  their  clerk,  of  the  value  of  the  prop- 
erty contained  in  the  said  schedule :  Provided^  That 
in  every  caite  in  which  the  pensioner  may  be  insane, 
the  court  may  receive  said  schedule  without  the  afore- 
said oath  or  affirmation,  from  the  committee  or  ttiher 
person  authorized  to  take  care  of  such  insane  pensoo. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  origi- 
nal schedule,  and  oath  or  affirmation,  shall  be  filed  in 
the  clerk's  office  of  the  court,  to  which  the  schedule 
should  be  exhibited,  and  before  which  the  aaid  oath  or 
affirmation  shall  be  taken  and  subscribed ;  and  any 
person  who  shall  swear  or  affirm  falsely  in  tho  prem- 
ises, and  be  thereof  convicted,  shall  suffer  as  for  wicked 
and  corrupt  perjury. 

Skc.  4.  And  be  it  further  entieied,  That  the  act  to 
which  this  is  an  amendment,  shall  be  so  construed  as 
that  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  its  provisions,  whose 

property  is  of  the  value  of dollars,  which  va/ue 

shall  be  taken  from  the  estimation  of  the  court,  to 
which  the  schedule  shall  exhibited,  and  which  is  here- 
inbefore required  to  be  certified  to  the  Secretary  of 
War. 

Skc  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much 
of  the  act  of  the  18th  of  March,  1818,  entitled  **An  act 
to  provide  for  certain  persons  in  the  land  and  naval 
service  of  the  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary  war" 
as  is  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this. act,  shall 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Mr.  Barboub  explained  to  the  Committee  the 
substantial  object  of  his  amendment.  The  filrst 
object,  as  woiud  be  seen  by  the  fiirst  section,  was 
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to  repeal  the  law,  as  to  all  those  who  had  served 
for  a  term  less  than  three  years  after  they  shall 
have  received  their  pensions  for  two  years,  and 
to  continue  pensions  for  life  to  all  those  who  had 
served  three  years  and  upwards,  to  officers  and 
soldiers  an  equal  sum,  after  they  also  shall  have 
received  two  years'  pension  according  to  the  act 
of  1818. 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  state  a  good  deal  at 
lar^e  the  inducements  which  operated  on  him  in 
voting  for  the  act  of  1818.  He  had  voted  for  that 
law  under  the  hest  feelings.  He  was  willing  to 
do  an  act  of  benevolence ;  and  he  bad  been  influ- 
enced, he  confessed,  not  a  little  by  the  impressive 
language  of  his  honorable  friend  from  New  Jer- 
sey. (Mr.  Bloomfield,)  who  had  himself  been  a 
conspicuous  actor  in  the  scenes  of  the  Revolution, 
and  who  had  introduced  and  advocated  the  bill 
of  1818;  but  in  giving  his  sanction  to  that  act 
of  benevolence,  Mr.  B.  had  no  idea  that  it  would 
produce  so  vast  a  consumption  of  the  public  re- 
sources. According  to  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  1818,  it  was  expected  that  the  maximum  of 
pensions  to  be  allowed  would  be  about  two  hun- 
dred thousand  doUars;  but  what  was  the  fact? 
It  was  now  found  that  they  exceeded  that  amount 
by  about  fifteen  times,  Mr.  B.  was  then,  and  was 
yet,  willing  to  perform  towards  the  soldiers  of  the 
Revolution  an  act  of  benevolence,  but  not  at  a  cost 
which  the  nation  was  not  prepared  to  pay. 

As  to  the  proposed  repeal  being  inconsistent 
with  the  honor  ot  the  nation,  or,  as  was  said,  in- 
consistent with  a  vested  right,  Mr.  B.  observed, 
he  was  not  among  those  would  do  any  thing  that 
was  inconsistent  with  either,  and  yet  ne  was  pre- 
pared to  vote  for  a  very  considerable  modification 
of  the  law.    He  argued  that  the  pensions  granted 
could  not  be  deemed  a  vested  right;  that  the  act 
was  one  of  gratuitous  bounty,  and  not  of  justice; 
because,  had  it  been  demanded  by  iustice,  it  could 
have  known  no  distinction ;  tha^  beins  an  act  of 
charity,  it  continued  at  the  option  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  this  opinion  Mr.  B.  illustrated  by  va- 
rious arguments.    In  voting  for  this  modification 
he  did  no  violence  to  the  ^nevolence  which  dic- 
tated the  first  act,  because  a  man  was  not  bound  to 
extend  charity  to  the  injury  of  his  own  family.    To 
continue  the  act  immodined  would  be  injurious 
and  unjust  to  a  larze  portion  of  the  people  of  this 
nation,  as  it  would  be  necessary  to  raise  tne  amount 
required  by  it  by  laying  taxes  either  directly  or 
indirectly ;  and  he  wished  that  the  state  of  the 
Treasury  miffht  not  be  such  as  to  coerce  the 
House  mto  the  imposition  of  direct  taxes.    Let 
the  Committee,  Mr.  B.  said,  cast  a  look  over  the 
country  and  see  if  there  were  not  thousands  and 
tens  of  thousands  on  whom  the  tax  would  fall,  who 
were  as  poor,  and  infinitely  poorer,  than  thousands 
of  those  pensioners  for  whom  the  tax  would  be 
laid,  &c. 

Mr.  B.  again  adverted  to  the  details  of  his 
amendment.  He  had  singled  out  those  who  had 
served  three  years  and  upwards,  because  it  was 
they  who  bore  the  heat  and  brunt  of  the  war — of 
the  campaigns  of  '77,'78,  and  *79 — in  the  fields  of 
Monmouth,  of  Princeton,  of  Bennington,  of  Bran- 


dy wine,  dec.  A  great  part  of  the  nine  and  twelve 
months'  men,  were  sul^titutes,  and  in  addition  to 
their  pay  from  their  country,  received  pay  as  sub- 
stitutes—-in  many  cases,  he  had  understood,  they 
were  double  substitutes,  serving  successive  tours  as 
such.  Mr.  B.  thought  all  who  continued  to  receive 
pensions,  ought  to  be  put  on  an  equal  footing ;  the 
sum  allowed,  he  would  make  sufficient  to  provide 
for  them  food  and  clothing;  further  than  this,  it 
was  utterly  impossible  for  the  Government  to  fo. 
In  fixing  the  allowance,  the  comfortable  subsist- 
ence of  the  individuals  was  all  that  could  be  pro- 
vided for :  he  could  not  think  of  taking  their  fam- 
ilies into  view,  or  entering  into  considerations  of 
former  affluence,  &c.  To  provide  relief  with  such 
views,  or  to  that  extent,  would  be  beyond  the  abil- 
ity of  the  nation  to  pay,  without  resorting  to  the 
means  before  alluded  to,  of  laying  taxes  on  the 
people,  &c.  In  support  of  the  opinions  which  he 
advanced  in  the  course  of  his  remarks^  Mr.  B.  en- 
tered into  a  number  of  arguments  and  illustrations 
which,  in  this  brief  notice,  cannot  be  presented. 

Mr.  CuLPEPER  was  willing  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  not  however  to  accept  the  sub- 
stitute offered  by  Mr.  Barbour,  but  to  agree  to  the 
best  provisions  to  guard  against  imposition.  He 
wished  the  act,  in  other  respects,  to  stand  as  it  was ; 
he  would  not  strike  off  one  cent  of  what  these  men 
were  justly  entitled  to  by  the  existing  act.  Mr.  C. 
said  he  knew  what  it  was  to  be  a  soldier  himself, 
and  to  serve  when  a  morsel  of  bread  was  a  luxury. 
Many,  however,  took  the  benefit  of  this  act  who 
were  not  entitled  to  it,  and  he  would  do  every 
thine  to  guard  against  that  abuse ;  but  further  he 
would  not  go.  He  was  against  reducing  the  offi- 
cer to  the  level  of  the  soldier.  Their  habits  were 
dififerent,  Mr.  C.  said,  and  their  talents,  and  their 
wants :  the  officer  was  of  more  value  to  the  coun- 
try, and  it  would  be  a  bad  example,  and  injurious 
hereafter  to  the  interest  of  the  nation  to  put  them 
on  the  same  footing.  He  thought  the  distinction 
made  in  the  act  was  a  good  one,  and  he  would  not 
consent  to  change  it. 

Mr.  Anoerson.  of  Kentucky,  avowed  himself 
decidedly  opposed  to  the  repeal  of  the  law,  and 
consequently  against  Mr.  Barbour's  amendment, 
but  he  would  support  every  proposition  tending  to 
give  the  act  a  fair  and  strict  construction  ;  and  he 
would  therefore  take  those  parts  of  Mr.  B.'s  amend- 
ments which  went  to  that  object.  Mr.  A.  said  he 
was  afraid  he  mi£[ht  have  been  wrong  in  voting  for 
the  act  of  1818,  out  he  was  sure  he  should  be  right 
in  voting  against  its  repeal.  The  bounty  had  been 
freely  onered  and  continued  two  years,  and,  whe- 
ther right  or  wrong  originally,  he  would  not  with- 
draw it.  He  was  also  opposed  to  th«  levelling  prin- 
ciple. That  feature  he  had  been  in  favor  oi  when 
the  act  was  under  consideration;  but  Congress 
then  determined  against  it — the  distinction  be- 
tween officers  and  privates  had  existed  two  years, 
and  he  was  averse  now  to  disturbing  it.  Mr.  A. 
said,  the  bounty  had  been  voluntarily  offered  by 
Congress ;  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  had  been 
invited  to  come  forward  and  receive  this  boon  at 
the  hands  of  a  grateful  country ;  and  would  it  be 
generous  or  becoming,  because  it  was  found  to 
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take  more  money  than  was  expected,  now  to  re- 
voke the  bounty?  Mr.  A.  thought  not,  and  spoke 
at  some  length  in  support  of  his  opinions.  He 
concluded  by  saying  that  if  the  law  was  defectire, 
or  not  sufficiently  guarded,  he  would  give  it  addi- 
tional safeguards ;  but  he  would  not  repeal  it,  or  so 
modify  it  as  to  reduce  the  allowance  of  an  officer 
from  two  hundred  and  forty  to  ninety-six  dollars. 
The  Committee  then  rose,  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  March  20. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  Louisiana,  presented  a  remon- 
strance and  memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  remonstrating  ac^ainst  the 
existing  mode  of  adjusting  claims  to  land  of  a 
particiuar  description  in  that  State,  and  suggesting 
sundry  improvements  in  such  system ;  which  re- 
monstrance and  memorial  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed 
the  "  Bill  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  the 
adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana and  Territory  of  Missouri." 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  another  memorial  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
praying  a  grant  of  a  lot  of  public  land,  as  a  site 
lor  a  seminary  of  learning  at  Point  Coupee;  and, 
also,  for  a  grant  of  forty  acres  of  public  land,  as  a 
fund  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of  Point  Coupee  to 
keep  up  a  certain  portion  of  the  adjacent  levee; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  upon  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Esenbeck,  referred  to  him  on  the  10th  in- 
stant ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SiLSBEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  authorizing  the  employment  of  an  addi- 
tional naval  force;''  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
Committee  on  Military  Ailairs  were  instructed  to 
'  consider  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for 
the  payment  of  a  gun  and  gun-carriage,  taken  by 
the  enemy  and  destroyed,  at  the  battle  of  Nortn 
Point,  on  the  12th  September,  1814. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled/' An  act  making  fur- 
ther appropriations  for  continuing  the  work  upon 
the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol,  and  other  pub- 
,    lie  buildings,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PROMULGATION  OF  THE  LAWS. 

Mr.  PiNDALL,  from  the  select  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  of  the  7th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  publica- 
tion of  the  laws  in  the  newspapers,  made  a  re- 
port thereon;  which  was  read;  when  Mr.  P., 
by  leave  of  the  House,  reported  a  bill  to  amend 
the  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  {>rovide  for  the  publi- 
cation of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows: 


The  committee  to  whom  wbs  referred  the  letter  c' 
the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  7th  February,  1820,  in 
relation  to  the  publication  of  the  laws  in  the  newspt- 
pers,  report:  That  the  act  of  the  30th  of  April,  18it>, 
made  an  unneceasaiy  increase  of  the  compeiwatiwc 
payable  to  the  proprietors  ot  newspapers  for  the  poo- 
lication  of  the  laws.  There  had  been  no  difficult j  :n 
procuring  the  publication  at  the  price  previoDsV 
established,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  Secretary  ot 
State,  who  is  now  forced  by  law  to  give  the  increased 
compensation,  conid,  if  authorizej^  to  use  his  discre- 
tion, have  the  basiness  performed  on  as  reaaonajle 
terms  as  before  the  act  of  1818. 

The  committee  cannot  believe  that  the   act  of  Sd 
March,  1799,  (since  re-enacted  and  extended  to  the 
Territories,)   providing  for  the   publication,   in    one 
newspaper  of  each  State,  and  authorizing  the  pabJica- 
tion  in  three  of  the   papers,  when  the  publicatioo  in. 
one  should  be  found  insufficient,  was  passed^  under 
any  expectation  that   the  expense  of  pob/jcation  in 
three  newspapers  of  every  State  would  be  iocarred, 
or  that  it  would  at  any  time  be  found  requxtite  to  em- 
ploy two  newspapers  in  each  of  the  towns  of  New 
Haven,  Wilmington,  Lexington,  and  Natchei,  whilst 
none  were  employed  in  Richmond,  Frederick»borf, 
Petersburg,  Fredericktown,  Lancaster,  or  Looi^vUle; 
or  that  the  publication  of  the  laws  in  the  city  of  Rich- 
mond ahould  be  suspended,  merely  that  they  reij^ht 
be  printed  in  a  county  adjacent  to  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, where  three  newspapers  were  eng^aged  at  the 
expense  of  Government  in  the  same  business;  or  ihat 
newspapers,  scarcely  known  out  of  the  county  ia 
which  they  were  published,  and  of  a  very  limited  cir- 
culation within,  would  have  been  selected  for  this  pur- 
pose; but,  that  the  law  has  been  thus  executed,  ia 
evidenced  by  the  letter  referred  to  the  committee. 

Newspaper  publication  might  afford  a  cheap  method 
in  multiplying  copies  of  the  public  acta.  Few,  ho«- 
ever,  in  proportion  to  the  whole  number  of  the  patrons 
of  the  press,  read  those  publications,  and  still  fewer 
preserve  them ;  and,  for  all  practicail  purposes,  the 
publication  in  volumes  or  pamphlets  u  found  to  be 
more  advantageous. 

On  subjects  of  great  national  concern,  the  interest 
of  popular  editors  usually  will  (as  it  has  hitherto  dune) 
furnish  a  sufficient  inducement  to  inform  Cbair  cus- 
tomers of  the  transactions  of  the  Government. 

The  public  derives  but  small,  if  any,  advantage, 
from  the  newspaper  publication  of  Indian  treaties ;  al- 
though their  insertion,  as  appears  by  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  is  among  the  causes  of  inereasiog 
the  expenditure*  for  pronulgating  the  laws,  from  less 
than  five  five  thousand  dollars  in  1616,  to  near 
twenty  thousand  dollars  in  1820. 

The  sum  payable  on  each  newspaper  is,  in  moat 
instances,  sufficiently  large  to  make  Govemmeat  the 
best  customer  to  the  proprietor;  and  haa  soniettmes 
been  found  sufficient  to  establish  or  continue  small 
printing  establishments  in  the  country.  In  the  opin- 
ion of  the  committee,  the  present  law  is  not  less  ob- 
jectionable by  reason  of  its  evident  tendency  to  confer 
on  the  State  Department  a  direct  patronage  and  in- 
fluence (useless  or  pernicious)  over  many  of  the 
sixty-nine  presses  which  the  Government  has  Ukea 
into  its  employment  But,  as  the  laws  in  relation  to 
the  imposts  and  public  lands,  sometimes,  on  their 
passage,  become  of  immediate  public  interest  in  cer- 
tain sections  of  the  country,  the  comroittoee  think  a 
modification  will  be  preferable  to  a  repeal  of  the  faw. 
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AtBaming  the  eiUmmte  of  tbe  Secretary  ef  Bute, 
it  wili  be  found,  that,  by  reducing  the  number  of  news- 
papers  to  twenty-five,  in  the  States  and  Territoriee, 
and  one  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  restoring  the  old 
price  for  the  printers,  and  dispensing  with  this  manner 
of  publishing  Indian  treaties,  the  ezpenditnre  in  rela- 
tion to  the  laws  of  the  present  session  will  be  reduced 
from  19,750  dollars,  to  4,678  dollars  and  thirty-four 
cents;  and,  with  a  view  to  effect  that  object,  the  com- 
mittee herewith  report  a  bill. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 
Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  reported  the  following  bill : 

Beii  enacted,  <|e..  That  the  President  of  the  Unite  J 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to  be 
erected  on  the  national  road  leading  from  Cumberland, 
in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  river  Ohio,  so  many 
toIN houses,  gates,  and  turnpikes,  as  in  his  opinion  will 
be  necessary  and  sufficient  to  collect  the  duties  and 
tolls  hereafter  mentioned,  from  all  persons  travelling 
on  the  same,  to  be  erected  at  soch  places  as  he  shall 
determine :  Protndedf  That  the  number  of  such  gates 
and  turnpikes  shall  not  exceed  twelve,  nor  be  less  than 
six  ;  and  such  gates  and  turnpikes  shall  be  erected  at 
a  distance  not  less  than  ten  miles  from  each  other. 

Skc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  as  soon  as 
the  said  gates  and  turnpikes  shall  be  erected,  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Statea  is  hereby  authorized  to  ap- 
point toll-gatherers  to  collect  and  receive,  of  and  from 
every  person  or  persons  using  the  said  road,  the  tolls 
and  duties  hereinafter  mentioned,  at  each  of  the  said 
gates — that  is  to  say :  For  each  score  of  sheep  or  swine, 
six  cents:  for  each  score  of  cattle,' twelve  cents;  for 
every  chariot,  coach,  coachee,  or  pbeton,  twenty-five 
cents ;  for  every  stage,  wagon,  or  other  four-wheeled 
carriage  for  the  conveyance  of  passengers,  drawn  by 
four  horses,  twelve  cents ;  for  every,  cart,  sleigh,  or 
sicd,  drawn  by  two  oxen  or  horses,  six  cents;  and  for 
every   additional  horse  or  ox,  two  cents;  for  every 
wagon  drawn  by  two  horses,  eight  cents ;  and  for  every 
additional  horse,  four  cents ;  for  each  person  and  horse, 
six  cents ;  for  each  chaise,  sulky,  or  one-horse  wag- 
on, »ix  cents.    And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  of  the 
toll-gatherers  to  stop  any  person  or  persons  riding, 
leading,  or  driving,  any  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  swine, 
sulky,  |jbeton,  coach,  coachee,  chariot,  chaise,  cart, 
wagon,  sleigh,  or  other  carriage,  of  burden  or  pleasure, 
from  passing  through  the  gates  or  turnpikes,  until  he 
or  ihey  shall  have  respectively  paid  the  toll  above  spe- 
cified: Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  he 
conntrued  so  as  to  authorise  any  tolls  to  be  received 
or  collected  from  any  person  passing  to  or  from  public 
worship,  or  to  or  from  his  common  buatness  on  his 
farm,  or  to  or  from  a  funeral,  or  to  or  from  a  mill : 
And  provided,  further.  That  no  toll  shall  be  received 
or  collected  for  the  passage  of  any  wagon  or  carriage 
laden  with  the  property  of  the  United  Statea;  or  any 
cannon  or  military  stores  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  or  any  of  the  States  composing  this  Union ;  or 
any  person  or  persons  on  duty  in  the  military  service 
of  tbe  United  States ;   or  the  militia  of  any  of  the 
Stdtes. 

Ssc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  any  of 
the  loH-gatherers  shall  unreasonably  delay  or  hinder 
any  passenger  or  traveller,  at  any  of  the  gatea,  /Or  shall 
deuiund  or  receive  more  toll  than  is  by  this  act  estab- 
lished, he  shall,  for  each  and  every  such  offence,  for- 
feit and  pay  to  the  party  so  aggrieved  the  earn  of  ten 
dollars. 


Sic.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  who  shall  use  the  said  road,  shall,  with  a  view 
to  evade  the  payment  of  the  tolla  required  by  this  act, 
leave  the  said  road,  and  go  round  the  said  gates,  every 
such  person  shall,  ibr  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and 
pay  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  the  sum 
of  twelve  dollars. 

Sic.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  toll- 
gatherers  ou  the  said  road  shall  respectively  receive 
compensation  for  their  services  at  the  rate  of  twelve 
per  centum  on  the  amount  of  tolls  by  them  respectively 
received  :  Provided,  That  the  annual  compensation  of 
any  toll-gatherer  shall  never  exceed  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  nor  shall  the  same  be  leas 
in  any  one  year  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 
And,  in  case  of  any  deficiency  in  the  amount  collected 
by  any  toll-gatherer  below  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars,  the  residue  shall  be  paid  out  of 
the  toUs  collected  at  the  other  gates  on  said  road. 

Sic.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  amount 
of  tolls  collected  on  said  road  shall  be  paid  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  semiannually,  by  the 
toll-gatherers  on  said  road,  and  a  separate  account 
kept  thereof;  and  the  said  moneys,  after  deducting 
therefrom  the  expenses  and  chargea  of  collecting  the 
same,  ahall  be  applied,  under  the  direction  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  to  the  repairs  and  preser- 
vation of  said  road,  in  such  manner  and  nnder  such 
regulations  as  he  may  prescribe,  and  to  no  other  pur- 
pose whatever. 

The  bill  haying  been  read,  and  its  second  read- 
ing being  in  due  course  proposed,  Mr.  Barbour 
moved  to  reject  the  bill. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  short  debate,  in  the 
course  of  which  it  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Bar- 
bour and  Randolph,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Har- 
din, Livermore.  ana  B.  Smith. 

In  general,  tne  motion  to  reject  the  bill  was 
supported  on  the  ground  that  the  question  which 
it  mvolved  had  been  as  much  discussed  as  any  ever 
presented  to  the  view  of  the  Legislature  y  that  the 
discussions  and  solemn  decii<ions  had  gone  forth  to 
the  world;  that  the  mind  of  every  member  was 
made  up  on  it,  and  therefore  there  was  no  need  of 
dday  for  reflection ;  and  that  the  principle  of  the 
bill  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  advocates  of  its  re- 
jection, so  obnoxious  that  it  ought  not  to  be  enter- 
tained Dy  the  House  for  a  moment. 

The  motion  to  reject  was  opposed  on  the  ground 
that  the  question  was  one  of  much  importance,  and 
ought  not  to  be  hastily  disposed  of;  that  the  pres- 
ervation of  a  national  work  which  has  already 
cost  so  much  money  was  an  object  of  importance, 
if  within  the  Constitutional  power  of  Congress ; 
that,  in  fact,  the  question  involved  in  the  bill  had 
never  yet  been  decided  by  Congress ;  that,  being 
but  this  day  presented,  it  would  be  tmreasonable  to 
call  upon  the  House  to  say  it  was  so  odious  they 
would  not  look  at  it. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  bill  was 
then  put,  in  this  form — "  Shall  this  bill  be  reject- 
ed ?"  on  which  the  votes  were  as  follow : 

TiAS — Messrs.  Adsms,  Alexander,  Allen  of  New 
York,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Barbour.  Bayly,  Bryan, 
Burwell,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Cook,  Earle,  Edwards  of 
Pennsylvania,  Edwarda  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd, 
Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Holmes, 
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Hooks,  Johnson,  Kent,  McCoy,  McOesry,  Meigs, 
Neaie,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Phelps, 
Randolph,  Rhea,  Richards,  Sampson,  Settle,  Shaw, 
A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of f»forth  Carolina,  Stroth- 
er,  Swearingen,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Walker,  Warfield,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
and  Williams  of  North  Carolina — 47. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Bald- 
win, Bateman,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brush, 
Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Camp- 
bell, Cannon,  Case,  Clark,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford, 
Crowell,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Darlington, 
Davidson,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Ed- 
dy, Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Fay,  Fisher,  Ford,  Ful- 
ler, Fullerton,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  nf  Penn- 
sylvania, Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Dela- 
ware, Hardin,  Hazard,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman, 
Hill,  Hostetter,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kinsey, 
Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Little,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore, 
Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McLane  of  Del.,  McLean 
of  Ky.,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Mason,  Meecb,  Mercer, 
Metcalf^  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton,  Murray, 
Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Patterson,  Philsoii,  Pindall.  Pitcher,  Plumer, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Rich,  Richmond,  Ringgold,  Rogers, 
RoM,  Ross,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Sloan,  Slocumb,  Smith 
of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of 
Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Terrell, 
Tomlinson,  7'ompkins,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Upham,  Wal- 
lace, Wendover,  and  Wood — IH. 

Tbe  said  bill  was  then  read  the  second  time,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  occupied  in  de- 
bating the  bill  for  amending  the  pension  law,  and 
the  proposition  of  Mr.  Barbour  to  substitute  for 
it  a  different  bill.  Massrs.  Reid,  Hill,  Fuller, 
Trimble,  Barbour,  Livermore,  and  Bloom- 
field,  engaged  in  the  bill;  among  whom  Mr. 
Hill,  Mr.  Fuller,  and  Mr.  Livermore,  earnestly 
opposed  any  invasion  of  the  principle  of  the  pres- 
ent pension  law,  though  willing  to  make  any  ne- 
cessary amendment  to  its  details.  Mr.  Fuller 
spoke  on  the  subject  considerably  at  larije. 

Before  coming  to  any  decision  on  tne  subject, 
the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  progress,  and 
the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  March  21. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  C.  Withers,  accompanied  oy  a 
bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Stohrs,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  whom  was  referred  the  communi- 
cation from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  the 
19th  of  January  last,  and  the  petition  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  borough  of  Erie,  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  relative  to  the  improvement  of 
the  harbor  of  Erie,  made  a  report  thereon  ;  which 
was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows : 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ci- 
naU  be  discharged  from  the  further  conaideration  v. 
the  communication  to  this  House  from  the  Secretarr 
of  the  Department  of  the  Navy  on  the  1 8th  day  ei 
January  last,  and  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  or 
the  borough  of  Erie,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
relative  to  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Erie. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  same  committee,  l. 
whom  was  also  referred  the  petitions  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  the  is- 
habitants  of  the  counties  of  Jefferson,  Oneida,  anu 
Oswego,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  District  of  Maine,  and  of  tbf 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Milford  and  Oweg.: 
Turnpike  Company,  respectively  praying  the  aid 
of  Congress  in  the  construction  and  improvement 
of  certain  roads,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which 
was  read,  and  the  resolution  tnerein  contained  was 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows; 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals be  discharged  from  the  further  coBsideration  of 
the  said  petition. 

Mr.  Southard,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  ^'An  act  for  the  better  r^ulation 
of  the  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes,"  reported  the 
same,  without  amendment,  and  it  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Meios,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Expen- 
ditures on  the  Public  Buildings,  made  a  report  in 
obedience  to  the  resolution  instructing  them  lo 
ascertain  whether  the  expenses  upon  the  public 
buildings  cannot  be  lessened  without  arrestiii^ 
their  progress;  as  also,  upon  the  subject  of  ihe 
said  buildings  generallv ;  which  report  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  tne  table.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  Expenditures  upon  the 
Public  Buildings  respectfully  report: 

That  they  have,  in  pursuance  of  their  doty  gener- 
ally, and  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  tfoose 
of  Representatives,  requiring  the  committee  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  expenses  upon  the  Public  Buildings 
cannot  be  lessened  without  arresting  their  progress, 
made  such  inquiries  as  seemed  to  the  committee  neces- 
sary to  attain  the  requisite  information.  That  tbe 
paper  annexed,  marked  A,  containing  an  account  of 
tbe  expenditures  from  the  13th  of  February,  1815,  to 
the  1st  of  January,  1820,  was,  at  the  request  of  the 
committee,  rendered  to  them  by  Samuel  Lane,  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings.  This  sUtement 
exhibits  an  expenditure  of  one  million  four  hundred 
and  ninety-one  thousand  three  hundred  and  aixty-threo 
dollars  and  twenty-four  cents,  of  which  nearly  one 
million  of  dollars  was  expended  on  repairs  of  the  dam- 
age done  by  the  enemy  in  1814. 

The  paper  annexed,  marked  B,  also  rendered  by 
request,  from  the  Commisioner,  exhibits  a  view  cf 
the  total  expenditures  upon  the  public  buildings  in 
the  City  of  Washington,  from  the  commeocemeat 
to  the  first  day  of  January,  1820;  and  also  a  view 
of  the  value  and  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.  The  latter  statement  is  exhib- 
ited, in  order  that  the  House  of  Representatives  may 
know  the  just  relation  of  the  national  expenditures 
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upon  eJiBccs  in  the  District  to  the  national  acquisi- 
tions in  the  same.  According  to  this  iriew  it  appears 
that  the  valuation  of  tke  public  lands,  and  actual 
amount  of  sales,  added  to  donations  from  the  States  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  exceed  the  national  expendi- 
ture upon  public  buildings  within  the  District  by 
nearly  four  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  committee,  having  obtained  this  general  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  subject  of  their  appointment, 
proceeded  to  ascertain,  so  far  as  was  in  their  power, 
the  relative  prices  of  materials,  and  wages  of  artists 
and  laborers,  at  different  periods,  during  the  progress 
of  the  works  done  in  the  District,  and  present  a  table 
thereof,  which  is  annexed,  marked  C ;  also  a  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,  with 
another  table,  marked  D,  in  which  the  estimate  of 
prices  of  materials  is  not  made  for  1820,  but  it  is 
stated  that  these  are  reduced,  particularly  the  price  of 
brick.  The  wages  of  workmen  are  here  estimated 
much  lower  than  they  have  been  in  former  years,  as 
will  appear  on  examining  the  same. 

It  doea  not  appear  to  the  committee  that  lower 
wages  than  those  exhibited  for  1820,  can  be  expected 
in  this  District ;  and  the  committee  believe  that  the 
Commissioner  has  used  every  exertion  in  his  power  to 
regulate  these  expenditures,  by  similar  expenses,  in 
Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  and  New  York,  and  has  ob- 
tained workmen  and  materials  upon  aa  good  terms  as 
could  reasonably  be  expected,  when  it  is  considered 
that  many  of  the  workmen  and  some  of  the  materials 
are  not  to  be  obtained,  except  from  distant  parts  of  the 
country. 

The  committee  have  endeavored  to  make  themselves 
acquainted   with  the  general  character  of  the  work 
which  is  designed  to  be  bestowed  upon  the  Centre 
Building  of  the  Capitol,  and  it  appears  to  them  that 
it  cannot  properly  be  ccmducted  with  less  attention  to 
ornament  than  is  designed,  without  injury  to  that  fit- 
ness of  parts  which  becomes  a  whole ;  and  they  are 
pleaaed  to  find   that  the  principal  ornament  of  this 
centre  work  will  consist,  not  of  expensive  sculpture, 
but  of  its  simple  form,  the  rotunda.    The  committee 
think  proper  to  suggest  to  the  House,  however,  that, 
as  it  is  contemplated  to  form  the  dome  of  the  centre 
of  brick  work,  in  imita  ion  of  the  Pantheon  at  Rome, 
and  as  such  work  will,  when  added  to  the  great  weight 
of  the  edifice,  require  the  moat  serious  attention  to 
the  foundations  of  the  whole  edifice  to  secure  its  safe- 
ty ;  and  as  from  the  examination  which  the  committee 
have  had  occasion  to  make,  they  feel  convinced  that 
these  foundations  require  attention,  that  it  is  worthy 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  whether  effectual 
means  should  not  be  taken  to  give  perfect  security, 
especially  on  the  westeriy  aide  of  the  edifice,  by  means 
of  walla  of  sufficient  weight  and  compactness  to  coun- 
teract the  apparent  tendency  of  damage  to  the  Capitol 
in  that  direction. 

This  consideration  ought  to  precede  the  execution 
of  the  massive  work  which  is  destined  to  complete  the 
centre  building. 

The  latter  suggestion  may  not  sppear  to  fall  pre- 
cisely within  the  bounds  of  duty  prescribed  to  the  com- 
mittee, but  as  the  prevention  of  damsge  to  the  Public 
Buildings  will  be  a  saving  of  expense  in  the  end,  they 
have  thought  it  not  proper  to  omit  it. 

It  appears  to  the  committee  desirable  that  the  Capi- 
tol should  be  finished  aa  soon  as  may  be  conveniently 
done  with  regard  to  the  goodness  of  the  work.  It  is 
evident  that  the  unfinished  parts  are  injured  ^itty 


Winter  by  that  exposure  to  the  weather  which  they 
seem  unavoidably  to  sustain.  And  the  prosecution  of 
the  work  ought  to  be  encouraged  by  the  reflection 
that  the  national  acquiaition  in  the  District  approaches 
so  nearly  its  expenditures,  that  it  may  be  presumed 
the  total  expenditures  will  not  (when  the  Capitol 
shall  be  finished)  much,  if  at  all  exceed  the  acquisi- 
tion, and  would  not  have  equalled  it,  unless  that  ex- 
penditure had  been  swelled  one  million,  by  the  ruth- 
less vandalism  of  the  enemy,  who  applied  the  torch 
of  destruction  to  the  first  national  ornaments  he  ap- 
proached. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  amend 
the  Revolutionary  Pension  Law. 

Various  amendments  were  offered,  proposing 
all  sorts  of  modifications  of  the  present  law ;  all 
which  were  successively  rejected. 

Until  at  length  a  motion  was  made  to  strike 
out  the  whole  of  the  bill  except  the  enacting 
clause,  so  as  to  leave  a  blank  to  be  filled  with  any 
thing  the  House  should  choose. 

This  motion  was  aereed  to,  (at  about  the  usual 
hour  of  adjournment,)  by  a  vote  of  75  to  41. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  the  Chairman  asked  the  usual  leave  to  sit 
again.  Before  it  was  granted,  however,  a  motion 
was  made  to  adjourn,  and  was  carried. 


WEnNEBDAY,  March  22. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
statements  of  the  importation  ot  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  in  American  and  foreign  vessels, 
and  an  aggregate  view  of  both,  for  the  year  end- 
ing on  the  30th  of  September,  1818  \  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Francis  B.  Lan- 
guille^  made  a  detailed  report  thereon,  recom- 
mendm^  that  the  said  bill  be  postponed  indefinite- 
ly ;  which  report  was  read,  and,  together  with  the 
bill,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Daniel  Converse,  with  additional  testimony,  made 
a  further  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Daniel  Converse  and  George  Miller; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Slocumb  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  joint  resolution  submitted 
Dy  him  on  the  6th  instant,  to  fix  a  period  for  the 
termination  of  the  present  session  of  Congress. 
The  motion  was  negatived. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  amendment  reported  on  the  2d  instaot,  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  establishing  a  circuit 
court  within  and  for  the  District  of  Maine  ;"  and, 
the  said  amendment  being  read  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  ordered 
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to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^'An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  volunteers 
eoffaged  in  the  late  campaign  against  the  Semi- 
nole Indians ;"  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures, reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on 
imports,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was  read, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  which  is  committed  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay- 
ment of  duties  on  merchandise  imported,  and  for 
other  purposes.     The  bill  is  as  follows : 

A  Bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports,  and  for  other 

purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day 
of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  the 
duties  heretofore  laid  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States,  shall 
cease  and  determine,  and  there  shall  be  levied,  and 
collected,  and  paid,  the  several  duties  hereinafter 
mentioned,  that  is  to  say : 

First.  A  duty  of  12}  per  centum  ad  valorem  on  all 
dying  drugs  and  materials  for  composing  dyes  not  sub- 
ject to  other  rates  of  duty ;  gum  arabic,  gum  Senegal, 
saltpetre,  jewelry,  gold,  silver,  and  other  watches,  and 
parts  of  watches;  gold  and  silver  lace,  embroidery, 
and  epaulets;  precious  stones  and  pearls  of  all  kinds, 
set  or  not  set ;  Bristol  stones  or  paste  work,  and  all 
articles  composed  wholly  or  chiefly  of  gold,  silver,  pearl, 
and  precious  stones ;  and  laces,  lace  veils,  lace  shawls, 
or  shades,  of  thread  or  silk. 

Second.  A  duty  of  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem 
on  gold  leaf,  and  on  all  articles  not  free,  and  not  sub- 
ject to  any  other  rate  of  duty. 

Third.  A  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valo- 
rem on  hempen  cloth,  or  sail  cloth,  except  (Russia  and 
Holland  duck,)  printing  types,  all  articles  of  brass, 
copper,  iron,  steel,  pewter,  lead,  or  tin,  or  of  which 
these  materials,  or  either  of  them,  is  a  competent  ma- 
terial ;  brass,  wire,  cutlery,  pins,  needles,  buttons, 
button  moulds  ;  buckles  of  all  kinds,  japanned  wares 
of  all  kinds;  cannon,  muskets,  fire-arms,  and  side- 
arms,  lind  Prussian  blue ;  Promded,  That  where  any 
person  who  has  imported  copper  in  sheets  or  plates, 
shall,  within  twelve  months  after  such  importation, 
produce  to  the  collector  satisfactory  evidence  that  the 
same  was  imported  subsequently  to  the  thirtieth  day 
of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  and 
that  the  duties  thereon  have  been  paid,  and  that  the 
same  has  been  actually  used  in  the  building  or  repairing 
of  ships  or  vessels,  there  shall  be  allowed  a  drawback 
of  the  duties  herein  imposed,  in  the  manner  and  under 
the  same  regulations,  as  are  provided  for  by  the  existing 
laws. 

Fourth.  A  duty  of  thirty-three  per  centum  ad  valo- 
rcna  on  woollen  nianufaclurcs  of  all  descriptions,  or  of 
which  wool  is  a  component  material,  and  on  cotton 
manufactures  of  all  descriptions,  (excejit  of  the  growth 
or  the  manufacture  of  any  place  or  country  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,)  or  of  which  cotton  is  a  com- 
ponent material,  and  on  cotton  twist,  yarn,  or  thread, 
a  duty  of  thirty-three  per  centum  ad  valorem ;  on  nan- 


keens, and  cotton  manufactures  of  all  descriptions,  ^' 
of  which  cotton  is  a  component  matenal,  the  product 
or  manufacture  of,    or  imported  from  any  place   j 
country  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  adatjof  furt- 
per  centum  ad  valorem:  Provided,  That  all  cotton  cloth-. 
or  cloths  of  which  cotton  is  a  component  material,  ih- 
cost  of  which  at  the  place  whence  imported,  with  th-: 
addition  of  twenty  per  centum,  if  imported  from  tbo 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  from  places  beyond  iU  and  m 
ten  per  centum  if  imported  from  any  other  place,  shs ! 
be  less  than  twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard,  shaU. 
with  such  addition,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  have  eoEt 
twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard,  and  shall  be  charged 
with  duty  accordingly :  Provided,  aiso,  That  all  un- 
bleached and  uncolored  cotton  twist,  yarn,  or  thread, 
the  original  cost  of  which  shall  be  less  than  sixty  cents 
per  pound,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  hare  cost 
sixty  cents  per  pound,  and  shall  be  charged  with  datj 
accordingly ;  and  all  bleached  or  colored  yarn,  twist 
or  thread,  the  original  cost  of  which  shall  have  been 
less  than  seventy-five  cents  per  pound,  shall  be  taken 
and  deemed  to  have  cost  seventy-five  ceoCs  per  pound, 
and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly ;  a  duty 
of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem  on  ^l  manufac- 
tures of  linen,  or  of  which  flax  is  a  component  mate- 
rial :  Provided,    That  all  linen  cloths,  or  doths  of 
which  linen  is  a  component  material,  from  whatever 
place,  the' cost  of  whidi  at  the  place  whence  imported, 
with  the  addition  often  per  centum,  shall  be  teas  thsn 
twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard,  shall,  with  sach 
addition,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  have  cost  twenty- 
five  cents  per  square  yard,  and  shall  be  charged  with 
duty  accordingly. 

Fifth.  A  duty  of  forty  per  centum  ad  valorem  on 
clothing  ready  made ;  on  all  bonnets,  hats,  and  caps, 
of  wool,  fur,  leather,  chip,  straw,  or  silk,  or  of  whicL 
either  is  a  component  material:  Provided,  That  if  the 
same  at  the  place  whence  imported,  with  the  addition 
of  ten  per  centum,  shall  be  less  than  one  dollar  each, 
they  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  coat  one  dol- 
lar each,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly; 
a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem  on  all  mano* 
factures  of  silk,  from  any  place  or  country  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  a  duty  of  thirty-five  per  centum 
ad  valorem  on  printed  books,  painted,  stained,  or  col- 
ored paper,  or  paper  hangings,  clocks,  and  txme-pwoes; 
on  umbrellas,  parasols,  (of  whatever  materisi  made,) 
and  Slicks,  stretchers,  and  other  parts,  and  all  furniture 
fur  umbrellas  and  parasols ;  on  bonnets  and  caps  for 
women,  not  otherwise  enumerated  ;  fans,  feathers,  or- 
naments for  head  dresses,  artificial  flowers,  millinery 
of  all  sorts,  cosmetics,  washes,  balsams,  perfumes, 
painted  floor  cloths,  oil  cloths,  mats  of  grass,  or  flags, 
salad  oil,  pickles,  capers,  olives,  mustard,  comfits,  and 
sweetmeats,  prenerved  in  sugar  or  brandy,  confection- 
ery, wafers,  cabinet  wares,  and  all  manufiictures  of 
wood ;  coach  lace,  carriages  of  all  descriptiooiiu  and 
all  furniture,  trimmings,  and  parts  thereof;  leather, 
and  all  manufactures  of  leather,  or  of  which  leather  is 
a  component  material;  saddles,  bridles,  harness,  parch- 
ment, brushes,  canes,  walking  sticks,  whips,  gilt  and 
plated  wares,  cut  glass,  china  wares,  earthen,  crockery, 
and  stone  wares ;  marble,  alabaster,  and  all  work  or 
manufactures  thereof.  And  in  all  cases  where  an  aJ 
valorem  duly  shall  be  charged,  it  shall  be  calculated 
on  the  invoice  price  6f  the  articles  at  the  place  whence 
imported,  or  on  the  estimated  price,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  (exclusive  of  packages,  commis- 
sions, and  all  charges,)  with  the  usual  addition  estab. 
lished  by  law,  of  twenty  per  centum  on  all  merchan. 
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disc  import^  igrapya^^'  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
UopCy.  ji|tf%KtQ|K;  cen tu m  on  trlicles  imported 
froxE^  |dnPimS|#HilM  l<>&^  ^^ <^r  ^^^  ^^^  amount  of  all 
ractl  DPI)ii^f^*'|%flttoais,  drawbacks,  allowances,  or 
discounts,  as  may  be  given,  paid,  or  allowed,  in  the 
place  or  country  whence  imported ;  which  shall  be 
ascertained  and  calculated  in  such  manner,  and  under 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  shall  from  time  to  time 
be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sixth.  The  following  dutiej,  severally  and  specifi- 
cally :  On  ale,  beer,  and  porter,  in  bottles,  twenty  cents 
per  gallon ;  on  ale,  beer,  and  porter,  imported  other- 
wise than  in  bottles,  fifteen  cents  per  gallon ;  on  alum, 
three  dollars  per  hundred  weight ;  on  almonds,  four 
cents  per  pound ;  on  black  glass  bottles,  two  dollars 
per  gross;  on  boots,  two  dollars  per  pair;  on  bris- 
tles, three  cents  per  pound ;  on  playing  cards,  thirty- 
five  cents  per  pack;  on  tarred  cables  and  cordage, 
four  cents  per  pound;  on  untarred  cordage,  yarns, 
twine,  pack  thread,  and  seines,  five  cents  per  pound ; 
on  tallow  candles,  five  cents  per  pound ;  on  wax  and 
spermaceti  candles,  eight  cents  per  pound ;  on  Chi- 
nese cassia,  ten  cents  per  pound  ;  on  cinnamon,  thir- 
ty-three and  one-third  cents  per  pound ;  on  cloves, 
thirty-five  cents  per  pound  ;  on  cheese,  nine  cents  per 
pound ;  on  chocolate,  four  cents  per  pound;  on  cocoa, 
three  cents  per  pound  ;  on  coal,  six  cents  per  heaped 
bushel ;  on  copperas,  two  dollars  per  hundred  weight ; 
on  copper  rods,  bolts,  spikes,  or  nails,  and  composition 
rods,  bolts,  spikes,  or  nails,  four  cents  per  pound ;  on 
corks,  fifteen  cents  per  pound ;  on  coffee,  six  cents  per 
pound  ;  on  cotton,  six  cents  per  pound  ;  on  currants, 
four  cents  per  pound ;  on  figs,  four  cents  per  pound  ; 
on  foreign  caught  fish,  one  dollar  per  quintal;  on 
mackerel,  one  6R>llar  and  fifty  cents  per  barrel ;  on 
salmon,  two  dollars  per  barrel ;  and  on  all  other  pickled 
fish,  one  dollar  per  barrel ;  on  window  glass,  not  above 
eight  by  ten  inches  in  size,  three  dollars  per  hundred 
square  feet ;  on  the  same,  not  above  ten  by  twelve 
inches  in  size,  three  dollars  and  twenty -five  cents  per 
hundred  square  feet ;  on  the  same,  if  above  ten  inches 
by  twelve  inches  in  size,  three  dollars  and  seventy-five 
cents  per  hundred  square  feet ;  on  plain,  uncat  flint 
glass,  ten  cents  per  pound ;  on  glue,  ten  cents  per 
pound ;  on  gunpowder,  ten  cents  per  pound ;  on  hemp, 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  hundred  weight;  on 
iron  or  steel  wire,  not  exceeding  number  eighteen,  five 
cents  per  pound ;  and  over  number  eighteen,  nine  cents 
per  pound ;  on  iron  in  bars  and  bolts,  excepting  iron 
manufactured  by  rolling,  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  per  hundred  weight;  on  iron  in  sheets,  rods, 
and  hoops,  three  dollars  per  hundred  weight ;  and  in 
bars  or  bolts,  when  manufactured,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  by  rolling,  and  on  anchors,  two  dollars  per  hun<' 
dred  weight ;  iron  in  pigs  seventy-five  cents  per  hun- 
dred weight;  on  iron  castings,  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents  per  hundred  weight;  on  spades  and  shovels, 
twenty-five  cents  each ;  on  slates  and  tiles  for  building, 
not  exceeding  twelve  inches  square,  two  dollars  per 
thousand ;  over  twelve  inches,  and  not  exceeding  four- 
teen inches  square,  three  dollars  per  thousand ;  over 
fourteen,  and  not  exceeding  sixteen  inches  square,  four 
dollars  per  thousand  ;  over  sixteen,  and  not  exceeding 
eighteen  inches  square,  five  dollars  per  thousand ;  over 
eighteen,  and  not  exceeding  twenty  inches  square,  six 
dollars  per  thousand ;  on  folio  and  quarto  post,  pot, 
cap,  crown,  demi,  medium  paper,  twenty  cents  per 
pound  ;  on  royal,  super-royal,  imperial,  elephant,  wri- 
ting, folio-post,  and  drawing  paper,  fifteen  cents  per 
pound ;  on  all  painting  and  copperplate  paper,  twelve 
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and  a  half  cents  per  pound ;  on  all  other  coarse  paper, 
not  enumerated,  ten  cents  per  pound ;  on  screws  oJF 
wire,  not  exceeding  one  inch  in  length,  eight  cents  per 
gross ;  over  one  inch,  and  not  exceeding  two  inches 
in  length,  fourteen  cents  per  gross ;  over  two  inches 
in  length,  twenty  cents  per  gross ;  on  ginger,  rough* 
one  cent  per  pound ;  ground,  four  cents  per  pound ; 
preserved,  ten  cents  per  pound  ;  on  sewing  silk,  and 
silk  and  worsted  twist,  one  dollar  fifty  cents  per  pound ; 
on  indigo,  fifteen  cents  per  pound ;  on  lead  in  pigs  or 
bars,  one  cent  per  pound;  in  sheets,  two  cents  per 
pound ;  on  shot,  manufactured  of  lead,  three  cents  per 
pound ;  on  red  and  white  lead,  dry,  or  ground  in  oil, 
four  cents  per  pound ;  on  mace,  one  dollar  and  twenty- 
five  cents  per  pound ;  on  molasses,  ten  cents  per  gal- 
lon ;  on  nails,  of  iron,  &ve  cents  per  pound ;  on  nvt- 
megs,  seventy-five  cents  per  pound ;  on  pepper,  tan 
cents  per  pound ;  on  pimento,  eight  cents  per  pound ; 
on  plums,  and  prunes,  four  cents  per  pound ;   oo 
muscatel  raisins,  and  raisins  in  jars  and  boxes,  four 
cents  per  pound ;  on  all  other  raisins,  three  cents  per 
pound ;  on  salt,  twenty-five  cents  per  bushel  of  fifty-afac 
pounds ;  on  ochre,  dry,  one  cent  per  pound ;  in  oil, 
one  and  a  half-cents  per  pound ,  on  steel,  one  dollar 
and  fifty  cents  per  hundred  weight ;  on  cigars,  five  dol- 
lars per  thousand ;  on  spirits,  from  grain,  of  first  proof, 
forty-two  cents  per   gallon  ;  of  second  proof,  forty- 
five  cents  per  gsllon ;  of  third  proof  forty-eight  cents 
per  gallon ;  of  fourth  proof,  fifty-two  cents  per  gal- 
lon ;  of  fifth  proof,  sixty  cents  per  gallon  ;  above  fifth 
proof,  seventy-five  cents  per  gallon;  on  spirits  from 
other  materials  than  grain,  of  first  end  second  proof, 
thirty-eight  cents  per  gallon ;   of  third  proof,  forty- 
two   cents  per  gallon ;   of  fourth   proof,   forty-eight 
cents  per  gallon ;  of  fifth  proof,  fifty-seven  cents  per 
gallon ;  above  fifth  proof,  seventy  cents  per  gallon  ;  on 
shoes,  and  slippers,  of  silk,  fifty  cents  per  pair ;  on 
shoes  and  slippers  of  leather,  fifty  cents  per  pair ;  on 
shoes  and  slippers  for  children,  twenty-five  cents  per 
pair ;  on  spikes,  of  iron,  four  cents  per  pound ;  on 
soap,  four  cents  per  pound  ;  on  brown  sugar  four  cents 
per  pound ;  on  white,  clayed,  or  powdered  sugar,  five 
cents  per  pound ;  on  lump  sugar,  twelve  and  a  half 
cents  per  pound ;  on  loaf  sugar,  and  on  sugar  candy, 
fifteen  cents  per  pound ;  on  snuff,  fifteen  cents  per 
pound ;  on  tallow,  one  cent  per  pound  ;  on  tea,  from 
China,  in  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States,  as 
follows,  viz :  hyson  skin,  souchong,  and  all  other  black, 
twenty-five  cents  per  pound  ;  imperial,  gunpowder,  and 
gomee,  fifty  cents  per  pound ;  hyson  and  young  hyson, 
forty  cents  per  pound  ;  and  other  green,  twenty-eight 
cents  per  pound  ;  on  teas  from  any  other  place,  or  in 
any  other  than  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  Stataa, 
as  follows :  viz :  bohea,  hyson,  hyson  skin,  souchong, 
and  all  other  black,  thirty-four  cents  per  pound ;  im- 
perial, gunpowder,  and  gomee,  sixty-eight  cents  per 
pound;  hyson  and  young  hyson,  fifty-six  cents  per 
pound ;  other  green,  thirty-eight  cents  per  pound  ;  on 
manufactured  tobacco,  other  than  snuff  and  cigars,  ten 
cents  per  pound;  on  whiting  and  Paris  white,  one 
cent  per  pouu'l ;  on  wine,  as  follows,  viz :  on  Madeira, 

Burgundy,  Champagne,  Rhenish,  and  Tokay, ; 

on  Sherry  and  St  Lucar, ;  on  other  wine,  not 

enumerated,  when  imported  in  bottles  or  cases,  ; 

on  Lisbon,  Oporto,  and  on  other  wines  of  Portugal, 

and  those  of  Sicily, ;  on  Teneriffe,  Fayal,  and 

other  wines  of  the  western  islands,  — ~- ;  on  all  other 
wines,  when  imported  otherwise  than  in  cases  and  bot- 
tles, ^— - ;  on  Russia  duck,  not  exceeding  fifty-two 
archeens  each  piece,  two  dollars;  on  Ravens  duck, 
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not  exceeding  flfly-two  arcbeens  per  piece,  one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents  ;  on  Holland  duck,  not  exceed- 
ing fifty-two  archeens  per  piece,  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents ;  on  spermaceti  oil,  of  foreign  fishing,  twenty- 
five  cents  per  gallon  ;  on  whale,  and  other  fish  oil,  of 
foreign  fishing,  fifteen  cents  per  gallon  ;  and  on  oUve 
oil  in  casks,  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon ;  and  on  lin- 
seed oil,  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon  ;  bine  vitriol,  eight 
oents  per  pound  ;  oil  of  vitriol,  five  cents  per  poand ; 
nitric  aeid,  six  cents  per  pound ;  ffluriatic  acid,  four 
cents  per  pound ;  sugar  of  lead,  six  cents  per  poand. 

8bo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  the  fbllow- 
iDg  articles  shall  be  free  of  duty ;  that  is  to  say,  all  ar- 
ticles imported  for  the  use  of  the  United  States :  phtlo- 
•ophical  apparatus,  instruments,  books,  maps,  charts, 
■laftues,  busts,  casts,  paintings,  drawings,  engravings, 
specimens  of  sculpture,  cabinets  of  coins,  gems,  medals, 
and  all  other  collections  of  antiquities ;  statuary,  mod- 
elling, painting,  drawing,  etching,  or  engraving,  spe- 
cially imported  by  order  and  for  the  use  of  any  society 
incorporated  for  philosophical  or  literary  purposes,  or 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  fine  arts,  or  by  order  and 
for  the  use  of  any  seminary  of  learning ;  specimens  in 
natural  history,  mineralogy,  botany,  and  anatomical 
preparations,  models  of  machinery  and  other  inven- 
tions, plants,  and  trees ;  wearing  apparel,  and  other 
personal  baggage,  in  actual  use ;  and  the  implements 
or  tools  of  trade  of  persons  arriving  in  the  United 
States;  regains  of  antimony;  bark  of  the  cork  tree, 
anmanufactured ;  animals  imported  for  breed;  burr 
■tenes  unwrought ;  gold  coin,  silver  coin,  and  bullion ; 
clay ;  unwrought  copper,  imported  in  any  shape  for 
the  use  of  the  mint;  old  copper  and  brass,  and  pewter, 
fit  only  to  be  remanufactured ;  brass,  copper,  and  tin, 
in  pigs  and  bars ;  furs,  undressed,  of  all  kinds ;  raw 
hides  and  skins ;  lapis  calaminaris ;  plaster  of  paris ; 
rags,  of  any  kind  of  cloth ;  sulphur  or  brimstone ;  ba- 
rilla; Brazil  wood,  brazilletto,  red  wood,  camwood, 
lustick,  logwood,  Nicarauga,  and  other  dye  woods ; 
wood,  unmanufactured,  of  any  kind ;  sine,  teutenague, 
or  spelter ;  raw  silk. 

Sxc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  an  addi- 
tion of  ten  per  centum  shall  be  made  to  the  several 
rates  of  duties  above  specified  and  imposed,  in  respect 
to  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  on  the  importa- 
tion of  which  in  American  or  foreign  vessels  a  specific 
discrimination  has  not  been  herein  already  made, 
irbich,  after  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  June,  1830,  shall 
be  imported  in  ships  or  vessels  not  of  the  United  States : 
Prsvided,  That  this  additional  duty  shall  not  apply  to 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  in  ships  or 
vessels  not  of  the  United  States,  entitled  by  treaty  or 
by  any  act  or  acts  of  Congress  to  be  entered  in  the 
ports  of  the  United  States,  on  the  payment  of  the 
same  duties  as  are  paid  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, imported  in  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United 
SUtes. 

Sxc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there  shall 
be  allowed  a  drawback  of  the  duties  by  this  act  im- 
posed, on  tin  in  sheets,  which  mav  be  manufactured 
into  articles  for  use,  and  on  brazier  s  copper,  manufac* 
tured  into  stills,  boilers,  pipes,  or  tubes,  by,  for,  or  on 
account  of  the  person  or  persons  importing  the  same, 
upon  the  exportation  thereof  within  the  time  and  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  the  existing  laws,  so  far  as 
the  same  may  be  applicable,  and  under  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  ;  and  also  on  all  other  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States,  upon 


the  exportation  thereof  within  the  time  and  in  us 
manner  prescribed  by  the  existing  laws,  subject  to  la 
following  provisions,  that  is  to  say:  that  there  sizil 
not  be  an  allowance  of  the  drawback  of  duties  in  tlx 
case  of  goods  imported  in  foreign  vessels  from  anj  i 
the  dominions,  colonies,  or  possessions  of  any  forei^ 
Power  to  and  with  which  the  vessels  of  the  Unitft 
States  are  not  permitted  to  go  and  trade ;  that  tbe-c 
shall  not  be  an  allowance  <i[  the  drawback  of  dobfi 
for  the  amount  of  the  additional  duties  by  this  act  iar 
posed  on  goods  imported  in  vessels  not  of  the  Vwnti 
States;  that  there  shall  not  be  an  allowance  of  ck 
drawback  in  case  of  foreign  dried  and  pickled  fish,  aci 
other  salted  provisions,  fish  oil,  or  playing  cards ;  t^ 
there  shall  be  deducted  and  retained  from  the  amoast 
of  the  duties  on  goods  exported  with  the  benefit  c^ 
drawback,  (other  than  spirits,)  two  and  a  half  pa 
centum ;  and  that  there  shall  be  retained  in  the  case 
of  spirits,  exported  with  the  benefit  of  drawback,  tws 
cents  per  gallon  upon  the  quantity  of  spiritt,  and  aha 
three  per  centom  on  the  amount  of  doiies  paysh/e  on 
the  importation  thereof.  But,  nereithuhai,  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  shall  not  be  deemed  in  anywise  to 
impair  any  rights  and  privileges  which  ha've  been,  or 
may  be,  acquired  by  any  foreign  natxm,  under  the 
laws  and  treaties  of  the  United  States,  npon  the  sq^ 
ject  of  exporting  goods  firom  the  United  States,  with  a 
benefit  of  the  drawback  of  the  duties  payable  opoa  tht 
importation. 

Sxc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  after  the 
30th  day  of  June  next,  in  all  cases  of  ent^  of  mer- 
chandise, for  the  benefit  of  drawback,  the  time  of 
twenty  days  shall  be  allowed  from  the  date  of  entir. 
for  giving  the  exportation  bonds  ^  the  same :  Pro- 
vided, That  the  exporter  shall,  in  every  other  paitir- 
ular,  comply  with  the  regulations  and  formalities  her^- 
tofore  established  for  entries  of  exportation  for  th« 
benefit  df  drawback. 

Ssc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  duty  os. 
the  tonnage  of  vessels,  and  the  bounties,  adTantafpes 
and  drawbacks,  in  the  case  of  exporting  pickled  fist 
of  the  fisheries  of  the  United  States,  in  the  case  oi 
American  vesseb  employed  in  the  fisheries,  and  in  the 
case  of  exporting  sugar,  refined  within  the  United 
States,  shall  be  and  continue  the  same  as  the  existiog 
law  provides :  Prooidedf  always,  That  this  provision 
shall  not  be  deemed,  in  any  wise,  to  impair  any  rights 
and  privileges  which  have  been,  or  may  be,  acquired 
by  any  foreign  nation  under  the  laws  and  lieaiies  of 
the  United  States,  relative  to  tlie  duty  of  tonnage  oo 
vessels. 

Sxc.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  exist- 
ing laws  shall  extend  to,  and  be  in  force  for,  the  col- 
lection of  duties  imposed  by  this  act,  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States; 
and  for  the  recoveiy,  collection,  distribution,  and  re- 
mission, of  all  fines,  penalties,  and  forfiBttnias,  and 
for  the  allowance  of  the  drawbacks  and  boantica,  by 
this  act  authorized,  as  fully  and  eftectually  as  if  aver} 
regulation,  restriction,  penalty,  forfeiture,  piovisioiL 
clause,  matter,  and  thing,  in  the  existing  laws  con- 
tained, had  been  inserted  in,  and  re-enacted  by,  this 
act.  And  that  all  acts,  and  parts  of  acts,  which  are 
contrary  to  this  act,  and  no  more,  shall  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Sxc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  act 
passed  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eigbt 
hundred  and  fifteen,  entitled  **  An  act  to  repeal  so 
much  of  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  the  ton- 
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;.  nage  of  ships  and  vessels,  and  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States,  as  im- 
poses a  discriminating  daty  on  tonnage  between  Ibr- 

.  eign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  be- 
tween goods  imported  into  the  United  States  in  foreign 
vessels,  and  vessels  of  the  United  States,"  shall  apply 
and  be  in  fall  force  as  to  the  discriminating  dnties  estab- 
lished by  this  act  on  the  tonnage  of  foreign  vessels, 
and  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  therein  im- 
ported. 

Sec  9.  And  be  it  further  eneieied,  That  the  sane 
duties  which  are  by  this  act  imposed  on  any  manalac- 
(ured  artioles,  shall  be  levied  and  collected  on  articles 

I  in  part  mani^actured ;  and  that  all  goods,  wiffes,  mer- 
chandise, which  shall  be  imported  in  any  ship  or  ves- 

,  sel  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  or  which,  in  her 
voyage,  shall  have  touched  at  any  foreign  port  or 
place,  shall,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  be  of  foreign  growth,  produce,  and  man- 
ufacture. 

Sxc.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  no  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  maniifaclured  in  whole  or  in 
part,  shall  be  permitted  to  be  entered  at  any  custom- 
house,  or  landed  at  any  port  or  place  within  the  United 
States,  unless  the  same  shall  be  imported  directly  from 
the  place  or  country  where  the  same  shall  have  been 
produced  or  manufactured ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  collectors  to  seise  such  goods,  and  the  same  shall 
be  forfeited. 

8kc.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  laws, 
and  parts  of  laws,  now  in  force,  which  are  inconsist- 
ent with,  or  which  may  be  supplied  by,  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  and  no  more,  be,  and  the  same  are,  repeal- 
ed, from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  next. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSION  LAW. 

The  House  haying  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  Revolationary  pen- 
sion law, 

Mr.  Whitman  moved  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill,  and  to  postpone  the  same  indefinitely. 

This  motion  caused  considerable  debate. 

A  division  of  the  question  being  called  for,  the 
question  was  taken  on  discharging  the  committee, 
and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  House  then  agam  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  BeecHBR  in  the  chair, 
on  the  bill. 

Various  amendments  were  proposed  and  debated, 
some  of  which  were  agreed  to,  and  others  not. 
The  result  was,  that  jthe  hiU  was  brought  to  the 
shape  which  it  wears,  as  follows : 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  War  Department  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  cause  examina- 
tions to  be  made  into  the  circumstances  of  such  persons 
as  have  been,  or  shall  be,  placed  on  the  pension  list 
of  the  United  Slates,  by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  hind 
and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  Revolu> 
tionary  War,"  passed  on  the  18th  day  of  March,  1818, 
and  if  it  shall  satisfactorily  appear  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment that  any  of  the  said  persons  are  not  proper  sub- 
jects of  the  said  law,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  War  Department,  to  cause  the  names  of 
such  persons  to  be  stricken  from  the  said  list;  and  the 
pension  allowed  to  such  perspns,  shall  thenceforth 
cease  and  determine ;  and  no  person  who  has  an  in- 


come equal  to  one  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  or  an 
estate  of  the  value  of  two  hundred  dollars,  shall  be 
considered  in  such  reduced  circumstances  as  to  entitle 
him  to  a  pension  under  the  said  recited  act. 

Sic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  such  exam- 
inations shall  be  had  in  conformity  to  such  rules  and 
regulations  relating  thereto  as  shall  from  time  to  time, 
be  established  by  the  Secretary  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  ezam- 
inaticm  eontMnplated  by  this  act,  shall  be  bad  before 
some  court  of  record  within  the  United  States,  or  before 
a  judge  of  such  court  in  vacation,  and  the  facts  estab- 
lished by  evidence  as  in  otb«r  cases,  and  such  eoart  er 
judge  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  certified  officially  to 
the  Secretary  of  War. 

In  this  form  the  bill  was  when  the  Committee 
rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Thursday,  March  23. 

As  soon  as  the  sitting  was  <M>ened — 

Mr.  Randolph  rose,  and,  afrer  some  feeling  re* 
marks,  expressive  of  the  grief  with  which  he  was 
filled,  by  the  recent  melancholy  occurrence,  of  the 
death  of  that  distinguished  naval  ofl&cer.  Commo- 
dore Decatur,  which  he  rather  alluded  to  than 
announced,  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
sundry  resolutions,  the  import  of  which  was,  that, 
when  it  adjourns,  it  will  adjourn  to  meet  again  on 
Saturday ;  that  it  will  attend  the  funeral  of  the 
late  Commodore  Decatur  on  to-morrow ;  and  that 
its  members  will,  in  respect  to  the  memory  of  the 
deceased,  wear  crape  on  the  lell  arm,  for  the  re- 
mainder of  this  session. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  required  a  division 
of  the  question  on  those  resolutions,  to  take  it  sep- 
arately on  each. 

Mr.  Kandolph  intimated  that,  if  there  was  the 
least  objection  to  the  resolutions  as  moved,  he 
should  withdraw  them. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  said  that,  in  oppo- 
sing this  motion,  he  felt  it  due  to  himself  to  state, 
that,  in  respect  for  the  memory  and  public  services 
of  the  deceased,  he  yielded  to  no  member  of  this 
House — ^not  even  to  the  honorable  gentlemim  from 
Virginia.  But  it  is  with  the  most  painful  regret 
fsaid  Mr.  T.^  I  am  constrained  to  say,  that  he 
aied  in  the  violation  of  the  laws  of  God  and  his 
country.  I  therefore  cannot  consent,  however 
deeply  his  loss  is  deplored  by  this  House^  in  con^- 
mon  with  the  nation,  to  vote  the  distinguished  and 
unusual  honors  proposed  by  these  resolutiops. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  withdrew  the  resolves  he 
had  offered,  and  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  taken,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  50,  nays  83. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
petition  of  Moses  Elias  Levy ;  which  was  concur- 
red in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  the  president  and  corporation  of  Wash- 
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ington  College,  in  the  State  of  Ohio ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  Committee  on  Elections, 
reported  "  that  the  committee  had  examined  the 
certificate  of  election  of  James  Woodson  Bates, 
returned  as  the  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  and  find  the  same  sufficient  to  entitle 
him  to  a  seat  in  this  House ;"  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Liv£RMORB,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  repairing  the  root  of  the  General  Post 
Office,  and  to  procure  an  engine  for  the  protection 
of  said  building ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  extend  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  justices  of  the  peace,  in  the  recovery  of 
debts  in  the  District  oi  Columbia ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Mondav  next. 

Two  additional  members  were  ordered  to  be 
added  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  14th  in- 
stant, to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  for  the  satisfaction  of  unlocated  warrants, 
issued  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line, 
on  continental  establishment,  &c. ;  and  Mr.  Pin- 
DALL  and  Mr.  Tyler  were  appointed  of  said  com- 
mittee; and  Mr.  Hardin  was  also  appointed  of 
the  said  committee,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Brown, 
who  is  absent. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  requiring  the  register  of  the  land  of- 
fice at  Vincennes  to  furnish  the  Executive  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  with  an  abstract  of  the  lands 
which  have  been  purchased  at  that  office,  lying 
within  the  State  of  Illinois :  and  also  of  requiring 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to 
furnish  him  with  an  abstract  of  the  lands  which 
have  been  patented  to  the  soldiers  of  the  late  army 
lying  withm  said  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  who 
have  paid  duties  on  ffoods  imported  into  Castine," 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
said  bill,  and  that  it  be  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  report 
of  the  Conimittee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of 
Alexander  Worster. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  submitted  the  following,  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  one 
day,  viz : 

**  That  so  mach  of  the  nile«  of  thii  House  as  pre- 
acribee  the  datj  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  expunged,  and  the  followinf  worde 
interted : 

"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  on  application  made  to  them, 
in  writing,  by  any  member  or  delegate  in  Congress,  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing,  altering, 
or  discontinuing,  any  post  route,  and  to  report  thereon, 
by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  also  to  consider  and  report 
as  aforesaid  on  all  other  subjecta  referred  to  them  by 
the  House." 


The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  actf: 
the  relief  of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  j 
the  late  campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indiaci. 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claii?. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  f^ 
tablishing  a  circuit  court  within  and  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Maine,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  ^^ 
ed,  as  amended. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  ComizL^ 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  reported  by  the  Cos:- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  entitled  "A  bill  in  d- 
dition  to  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment  -::' 
the  Treasury.  War,  and  Navy  Departmenis/ 
which  bill  relates  to  transfers  of  appropriatiC!L> 
and  the  carrvinff  of  balances  of  appropriations  *^ 
the  surplus  funa. 

After  some  discussion,  and  some  amendmeot: 
made  to  the  bill,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  a&: 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading^. 

PROPOSED  TERM  OF  THE  SESSION. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  in  the  hope  and  belief 
that  the  adoption  of  the  following  propositios 
would  have  the  effect  to  accelerate  the  progress  cf 
the  business  of  the  session,  submitted  it  to  tit; 
House : 

Reaolvedt  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  joj 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  8enaie. 
to  take  into  consideration  and  report  what  bonness  a 
necessary  to  be  acted  upon  before  the  close  of  the  prcf- 
ent  session,  and  also  to  report  on  what  day  it  wi^l  ht 
proper,  consistently  with  the  public  interest,  for  i!i{ 
Congress  of  the  United  States  to  adjourn,  and  clou 
the  present  session. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said  he  hoped  the resolutioni^al: 
not  be  adopted.  The  House  ough  t,  before  adoptia^ 
such  a  resolution,  at  least  to  have  progressed  so  fzi 
as  to  be  able  to  see  its  course  clear.  We  have  :t 
fact,  said  he,  but  iust  commenced  the  main  bosiBesf 
of  the  session.  He  was  not  willing  to  talk  of  ad- 
journing, until  some  progress  forward  had  bees 
made,  so  as  that  a  reasonaDle  prospect  might  ap|K^' 
of  such  a  despatch  of  the  public  business  as  migb: 
justify  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  Hardin  also  opposed  the  proposition.  A: 
a  future  day,  he  said,  he  should  ha?e  no  objectioa 
to  the  adoption  of  such  a  proposition.  In  all  pip- 
bability  Congress  would  yet  remain  in  session  ic: 
six  weeks ;  and  to  raise  a  committee  now  to  report 
what  bills  it  is  necessary  to  pass  before  adjournmcfit- 
would  be  at  once  to  legislate  out  of  the  House  ali 
bills  of  a  private  nature,  so  important  to  the  indr 
viduals  concerned  in  them,  and  many  other  me- 
ters, already  reported  on  by  committees.  He  there- 
fore moved  that  the  resolve  should  lie  on  thetaU. 

Mr.  LivERMoafi  objected  to  the  resolution's  lyiof 
on  the  table,  desiring  an  early  day  to  be  appoiatd. 
for  the  adjournment. 

The  question  on  laying  the  resolve  on  the  \m\M 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  a  large  majonti- 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONERS. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  Revolutionary  pensk: 
law  was  next  in  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  said  that  another  dz)\ 
experience  had  convinced  him  of  th  epropriety  d 
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the  motion  which  he  had  suggested  yesterday,  and 
now  made,  to  recommit  the  oill  to  a  select  com- 
mittee for  the  purpose  of  remoulding  it. 

The  question  on  discharging  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Hardin  immediately  moved  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  indefinitely. 

The  question  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  109  to  41,  as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York,  Bald- 
win, Bloomfield,  Boden,  Boffom,  Case,  Clagett,  Gash- 
man,  Edwards  of  Connectieat,  Edwards  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Fay,  Puller,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Peon- 
svlvania,  Hardin,  Hill,  Holmes,  Kendall,  Kinsley, 
Livermore,  McCreary,  Mallary,  Mason,  Meech,  Meigs, 
Monell,  Moeeley,  Nelson  of  Massachosetts,  Pindall, 
Rogers,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Ste* 
vens,  Street.  Strong  of  New  York,  Upham,  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Wallace,  and  Whitman — 41. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
see, Anderson,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Beeeher,  Bre- 
vard, Burwell,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  BaUer  of 
Louisiana,  Cannoo,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crafts, 
Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbretb,  Cuthbert,  Darlington, 
Davidson,  Dennisoo,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Barle, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  North  Csrolina,  Ervin,  Fisher, 
Floyd,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fallerton,  Hack- 
ley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hall  of 
North  Carolina,  Hasard,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibsh- 
man,  Heister,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jones  of  Tennes- 
see, Kent,  Lathrop,  Little,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Lyman, 
Maclay,  McCoy,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Marchand,  R«  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Morton, 
Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Parker  of  Massa- 
chusetu,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patteison,  Peek,  Philson, 
Pinckney,  Pitcher,  Plnmer,  Rankin,  Rhea«  Rich,  Rich- 
ardl^  Richmond,  Ringgold,  Ross,  Russ,  Settle,  Simkins, 
Sloan,  Siocumb,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Southard,  Storrs, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Terrell, 
Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker,  Wendover, 
Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and 
Wood— 109. 

The  motion  to  refer  the  hill  to  a  select  commit- 
tee was  then  renewed,  (the  discharge  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  having  the  dTeet  to  divest 
the  bill  of  its  amendments,  and  restore  it  to  the 
House  in  the  shape  in  which  it  first  stood,)  and 
the  bill  was  voted  to  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  the  committee 
were  instructed  to  report  a  bill  making  more  defi- 
nite the  description  of  persons  to  be  admitted  on 
the  pension  roll  under  the  act  of  the  18th  of  March, 
1818, 'entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  certain  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  for 
the  detection  of  frauds  and  impositions  which  have 
been  or  may  be  practised  by  applicants  under  that 
law." 

Messrs.  Whitman,  Barbour,  McLban,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Foot,  Storrs,  Forrest,  and  Tomlinson, 
were  then  appointed  the  said  select  committer. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  March  24. 

Mr.  Rich  presented  a  memorial  of  Alden  Pa- 
tridge,  late  captain  in  the  corps  of  engineers,  com- 
plaining of  acts  of  oppression  on  the  part  of  his 
superior  ofi&cers,  and  soliciting  that  justice  wbich 
he  conceives  has  been  denied  him  by  those  from 
whom  he  bad  a  right  to  expect  it;  which  memo- 
rial was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs. 

Mr.  Sampson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
OflSce  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  and 
establish  certain  post  roads ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Newton  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eikajiah  Finney, 
and  others;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed: 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Coffin  and 
others. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn,  and,  the  question  being  taken  tbereon,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  have  been  referred 
bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles^  to 
wit:  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  NcNeil:" 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Pellet;"  and  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Lefebvre ;"  made  re- 
ports thereon,  recommending  that  each  of  the  said 
Dills  be  postponed  indefinitely;  the  said  reports 
were  severalty  read,  and,  tosether  with  the  said 
bills,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  also  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Harding, 
Qiles  Harding,  John  Shute,  and  John  Nichols," 
reported  the  same,  without  amendment  and  it 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia^  who  were  instructed  by  resolution  of 
the  24th  of  January  last,  to  inquire  mto  the  expe- 
diency of  allowing  to  the  clerks  of  tbe  circuit 
court  the  same  fees,  in  all  cases  except  in  causes 
of  admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdiction,  as  were 
allowed  to  tne  clerks  of  the  county  courts  within 
the  States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  before  the 
cession  of  tbe  said  District;  and,  also,  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  so  much  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  as  give  a  daily  compensation  to 
the  district  attorney,  clerks,  and  marshal,  for  their 
attendance  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,"  made  a  report  thereon;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kent,  firom  the  same  committee,  who  were 
also  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
so  amending  the  laws  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
as  that  the  expenses  of  the  jurors  and  witnesses 
attending  the  circuit  court,  in  all  cases  except  such 
as  are  cognizable  in  a  district  or  other  circuit  court 
of  the  United  States,  shall  be  paid  by  the  respec- 
tive t^ounties  of  Alexandria  and  Washington," 
made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  he  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Newton  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  ad* 
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dressed  to  the  Cbairmaa  of  tke  Committee  of 
Commerce  by  the  Register  of  the  Treastirv,  trans- 
mitting several  statements  in  relation  to  the  trade 
of  the  United  States  with  the  West  Indies  and 
British  American  colonies,  for  four  years,  ending 
on  the  30th  September,  1818 ;  which  were  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  concerning  navigation. 

FUNERAL  OF  DECATUR. 

Mr.  Ran  no  LPH  rose,  and,  after  a  speech  of  some 
length,  principally  growing  out  of  the  remark  of 
Mr.  Taylor,  on  the  preceding  day,  on  the  man- 
ner of  the  death  of  the  late  Commodore  Decatur, 
moved  a  resolution  to  this  effect : 

<*Thftt  tfa«  Speaker,  offleers  and  members  of  this 
HoUM  will  attend  the  ftineral  of  the  late  Stephen 
Becatur,  Esq.,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  from  his 
late  reatdan^  at  foilr  o'clock,  this  afternoon." 

As  soon  as  the  motion  was  stated  from  the 
Chair- 
Mr.  HoLM&s  rose.  Apprehending,  he  said,  that 
the  proposition  might  not  receive  an  unanimous 
vote;  fearing  to  heat  either  yea  or  nay  on  such  a 
question ;  and  at  the  same  time  wishing  to  give 
every  gentleman  of  the  House  an  opportunity  of 
induJgitig  his  own  inclination,  on  this  solemn  and 
nielancholy  occasion,  he  moved  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

This  motion  supersedes  all  others,  and  precludes 
all  debate. 

Pt  was  decided  affirmatively,  without  debate, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Satordat,  Msrvh  25. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  North  Carolina, 
Lemuel  Sawter,  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tials^ was  qualified,  and  took  nis  seat. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  further  to 
regulate  the  entry  of  merchandise  imported  into 
the  United  States  from  any  adjacent  territory; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Uommittee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eliza- 
beth Braden ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  on  Monday 
ne^. 

Mr.  Cook,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  Governor  of  Illinois  to  ob- 
tain certain  abstracts  of  lands  from  certain  public 
offices ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Taylor  submitted  the  following,  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table : 

Resolved,  That  the  business  referred  to  the  Cotn- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House  shall  be  c&Hed,  for  consid- 
eration, in  the  following  order : 

1.  Private  billg  which  have  passed  the  Senate,  and 
have  been  reported  favorably  by  a  committee  of  this 
House. 

%  Piivate  bills  reported  by  committees  of  this 
House. 

9.  Bifls  of  a  public  nature. 


4.  BiNs  which  have  passed  the  Senate,    and  faarr 
been  reported  against  by  a  committee  of  this  Hoose. 
6.  Reports  unfavorable  to  petitlottB. 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk,  under  the  direction  cif 
the  Speaker,  so  arrange  the  business  in  the  preceduii 
order,  for  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southard,  the  Committee:^ 
Manufactures  were  instructed  to  inqnire  into  (t^ 
expediency  of  furnishing  the  trading-houses  estai- 
lisned  by  the  United  States  for  cairying  on  tiadt 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  with  articles  of  Americaz 
manufactures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Gommi ttee  on  tk 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  tac 
expediency  of  prescribing  the  manner  in  whicl^ 
the  State  of  Illinois  shall  take  possession  of  t^-: 
salt  springs,  in  the  said  State^  wnich  were  guar- 
antied by  the  second  proposition  in  the  sixth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Illinois  Territory  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion and  State  government^  and  for  the  admission 
of  stich  State  into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States,"  and  of  designating 
the  quantity  of  land  to  be  reserved  for  the  use  of 
the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  the  Secretary  of  War 
was  directed  to  transmit  to  this  House  a  statement 
showing  the  amount  and  costs  (including  trans- 
portation and  other  charges)  of  the  goods  furnished 
annually  to  each  factory,  or  Indian  tradine^hoose, 
since  the  pMoace  of  1815;  specifying,  also,  the  kmii 
and  quantity  of  funs,  peltries,  or  other  propotr 
annually  received,  since  that  period,  at  each  fac- 
tory ;  also,  the  amount  of  the  sales  of  such  fors. 
peltries,  or  other  property,  and  the  balance,  if  aoT; 
now  due  from  such  sales  to  the  Grovemment 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  RAirnoLpH^ 
and  depending  at  the  time  of  adjournment,  that 
the  Speaker,  members  and  officers  of  this  House 
attend  the  funeral  of  the  late  Captain  Stephen 
Decatur ;  and,  the  said  resolution  being  read,  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  also  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  con- 
sider, the  amendment  pcoposed,  on  the^d  instant, 
by  Mr.  Liverhoris,  to  the  standing  rules  and 
orders  of  the  House  in  relation  to  the  duties  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads; 
and,  the  said  amendment  being  read,  the  question 
was  taken  to  agtee  thereon,  and  determined  in  the 
negative. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition 
to  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment  and  regu- 
lation of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments," was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  respecting  the  Military  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States,  was  discnarged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof,  and  the  said  bill 
was  committed  to  the  Conomittee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS  AND  LAWa 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bilh  authorizing  a 
subscription  to  five  hundred  copies  of  the  11th 
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and  12tb  Tolmnes  of  Waite's  compilation  of  Con- 
cessional Documents.  A  good  deal  of  debate 
took  place  on  the  expediency  of  this  bill,  which, 
after  rejecting  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion, (to  destroy  the  bill,)  resulted  in  r^ucing  the 
subscription  to  eighty  copies,  and  the  appropria- 
tion from  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  to 
four  hundred  dollars. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  the  bill  to 
amend  the  act  providing  for  the  publication  of  the 
la^ws  of  the  United  States  in  newspapers,  Ac.  AfWr 
considerable  debate  on  this  bill  also,  the  Committee 
rose  and  reported  the  bills  to  the  House. 

Mr.  PiNDALL  moved  to  postpone  the  first  bill 
(authorizing  the  subscription  to  the  State  Papers) 
indefinitely;  which  motion  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative — ayes  113,  noes  30. 

The  bill  was  of  course  rejected. 

A  motion  was  also  made  to  postpone  the  second 
bill  indefinitely,  but  failed — ayes  58^  noes  71 ;  and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read* 
ing. 


MoNUAT,  March  27. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial,  remon- 
strance, and  protest,of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  State  of  Georgia,  detailing  sev- 
eral violations  of  the  territorial  rights  of  that  State 
in  treaties  concluded  between  t^  United  States 
and  the  Credc  and  Cherokee  Indians ;  as,  also^  of 
violations  of  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession 
of  1802,  and  remonstrating  and  protesting  against 
an  article  in  the  treaty  concluded  in  1817  be- 
tween the  Cherokee  nation  and  the  United  States, 
which  invests  a  fee  simple  right  to  lands  in  certain 
Indians  of  that  nation ;  and  soliciting  that  com- 
missioners maybe  appointed  to  treat  with  the  Creek 
and  Cherokee  nations  of  Indians,  for  further  ces- 
sions of  territory,  for  the  use  of  Georgia ;  which 
memorial,  remonstrance,  and  protest,  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Ehzabeth  Braden,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

ST.  DOMINGO  SPOUATIONS. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  petition  of  sundry 
merchants  ot  Boston^  by  Henry  Rice,  their  attor- 
ney, and  on  the  petition  of  sundry  merchants  of 
Baltimore,  complaining  of  spoliations  on  their 
commerce  by  Cbristopoe,  the  black  ruler  in  the 
Island  of  Saint  Dommgo ;  which  was  read^  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. — 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom,  by  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Repreeentatives  of  the  7th  of  February 
last,  the  petitions  of  Samuel  G.  Perkins  and  others, 
merchants  of  Massachusetts,  and  of  William.  Patter- 
son and  others,  merchants  of  Baltimore,  were  referred, 
has  the  honor  of  submitting  to  the  House  the  follow- 
ing report : 

In  the  month  of  January,  IdlT,  in  eensequenoe  of 
a  memorial  to  the  PresideBt  of  the  United  States  ftom 
snndry  persons,  interested  in  thedaims  setibith  in  these 
petitionee  Septimus  Tyler  was  appointed  an  agent  to 


proceed  to  the  Island  of  Saint  Demingo,  for  the  put^ 
pose  of  claiming  the  indemnity  which  appears  to  k^ 
justly  due  to  the  petitioners,  for  property  so  anjasUy 
taken  from  them.  *  He  accordingly  proceeded  thither ; 
but  was  denied  access  to  the  government  of  Christopher 
upon  the  alleged  ground  of  informality  in  the  style  of 
his  powers.  Mr.  Tyler  did  not  live  to  return  to  the 
United  States. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year,  1818,  a  second  attempt 
was  made  to  send  an  ugent  to  make  the  demand,  and 
authority  was  given  him  to  present  himself  in  a  man- 
ner, which  there  was  reason  to  expect  would  have 
discarded  every  question  of  form.  The  result,  how- 
ever, was  a  refusal,  again  to  receive  him.  A  formal 
recognition  of  thekiogdom  of  Haytt  not  being  deemed 
eipedtent,  no  further  measures  have  been  found  prac- 
ticable on  the  part  of  the  Executive,  in  the  case ;  thoee 
suggestions  by  the  memorialiBts  being  within  tiie  esE- 
clUsive  authority  of  the  legislature. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMa 

DBPAaTmsT  o»  Statx,  March  80,  1830. 

LOSSES  IN  SEMINOLE  WAR. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  who  were,  on  the  tweiity* 
eighth  ultimo,  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  for  the  compensation  of  lossee 
oocasioned  by  the  impressment  and  application  of 
private  property  to  the  military  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  late  Seminole  war.  made  a  report, 
conoluding  with  the  following  resolution : 

*'  Reioked,  That  it  ii  inexpedient  to  pass  any  genevtl 
law  on  the  subject,  and  that  the  committee  be  di»* 
charged  from  its  further  consideration." 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  'ineap&' 
dUnt  and  insert  the  word  eaepedieni. 

After  a  short  debate,  Mr.  Cobb's  motion  Wfta 
negatived ;  and  the  report  of  the  committee  waa 
concurred  in. 

Mr.  Williams,  also,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Senate's  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged 
in  the  late  war  with  the  Seminole  Indians,  made 
a  report  thereon,  concluding  with  a  recommenda- 
tion that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

This  report  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Jones,  Mr. 
Allbn,  and  Mr.  Cannon  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Mc- 
Lean of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Warfibld  of  Maryland) 
Mr.  Stephens  of  Connecticut;  and  was  supported 
by  Mr.  Merger  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Cdlbrbtb  of 
Marvland,  and  Mr.  Williams  and  Mr.  Culpbpea 
of  North  Carolina. 

The  arguments  on  each  side  of  this  question 
have  been  alreadypretty  fully  stated,  on  another 
occasion.  It  is  sufficient  now  generally  to  stale, 
that  the  compensation  allowed  for  the  use  of  these 
hotseB  was  said  to  be  intended  to  cover  also  tlM 
risk  of  their  loss ;  as  was  evident  from  the  faot^ 
that  the  allowance  for  the  use  of  the  horse  was 
greater  than  that  allowed  to  the  rider  of  him  for 
his  services,  and  was  at  the  rate  of  ckKible  the 
average  cost  of  human  labor  in  that  country,  dtc. 
On  the  other  band,  it  was  said,  that,  when  these 
volunteers  entered  the  service,  there  was  certainly 
an  implied  contract  that  the  United  States  should 
furnish  their  horses  with  the  forage,  and  should 
not  cause  the  horses  to  be  rode  to  death  by  Ibroed 
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marches;  and  that  the  losses  in  question  were 
caused  in  this  manner,  &c. ;  that  the  rule  which 
had  been  applied  to  the  Kentucky  volunteers,  the 
Tennessee  volunteers  had  a  right  to  expect  to  be 
also  applied  to  them. 

Other  considerations  mingled  in  the  debate. 
Mr.  CuLBRETH,  for  example,  was  in  favor  of  the 
postponement  of  the  bill,  because  he  believed  the 
persons  embraced  in  the  bill  to  have  been  uncon- 
stitutionally in  service. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Tennessee,  said,  he  hoped  the 
bill  would  not  be  indefinitely  postponed.  He  was 
astonished,  he  said,  at  the  opposition  it  met  at 
every  stage,  and  in  every  shape,  in  which  it  had 
presented  itself.  Surely,  said  he,  there  is  nothing 
new  in  the  principle  contained  in  it;  there  is  noth- 
ing unjust  in  the  demand.  Payment  has  never  been 
denied  before  to  any  troops  for  the  losses  occii- 
sioned  by  the  Government  failing  to  furnish  sub- 
sistence for  their  horses,  agreeably  to  contract  when 
taken  into  service. 

As  an  objection  now,  we  are  told  that  these 
troops  received  forty  cents  per  day  for  the  use  and 
risk  of  their  horses,  and  that  they  ought  not  to 
have  expected  forage  could  be  furnished  in  a  wil- 
derness.    Sir,  they  were  promised,  that  if  it  was 
not  furnished,  that  part  ot  the  risk  growing  out  of 
the  failure  thereof  was  to  be  borne  by  the  Govern- 
ment   The  laws  passed  for  the  relief  of  all  who 
served  before  them,  confirmed  them  in  that  belief. 
The  risk  agreed  on  the  part  of  the  owner  only  was 
the  wear  and  tear,  and  death  in  the  ordinary  way — 
not  that  his  horse  would  live  without  sustenance. 
In  the  event  of  a  loss  for  want  of  forage,  the  Gov- 
ernment derived  the  benefit  of  saving  that  expense, 
and,  being  in  default,  cannot  turn  over  the  loss 
upon  theparty  who  fulfilled  his  part  of  the  agree- 
ment   Were  it  otherwise,  would  any  man  enter 
tke  service  with  a  horse,  for  the  difference  of 
monthly  pay  in  being  mounted  ?    Do  vou  suppose 
he  would  take  with  him  his  horse,  (all  he  was 
worth  perhaps,^  if  he  was  told  he  would  be  com- 
pelled to  travel  him  as  long  as  he  could  endure 
nnnger  and  fatigue,  and  then  abandon  him,  to 
traverse  a  wilderness  three  or  four  hundred  nules 
home,  on  foot,  and  receive  nothing  for  him,  al- 
thougn  every  purpose  of  the  Grovemment  had  been 
accomplished  ?    Patriotism  is  cherished  as  a  virtue 
in  the  West,  but  no  soldiers  can  be  gotten  there 
on  such  terms.    We  are  told  the  hire  ought  to  be 
deducted  if  the  horse  is  to  be  paid  for.    This  seems 
to  me  strange,  indeed.    It  is  not  pretended  that 
the  soldier  has  not  earned  faithfully  the  hire  or 
wages  promised;  nor  that  the  Grovemment  has 
not  received  a  valuable  consideration,  and  every 
thing  expected.    The  object  had  in  view  was  to 
expedite  the  march  of  your  troops  to  a  remote 
pomi,  where  aid  was  immediatelv  wanted,  to  save 
the  expense  of  transportation  and  oaggage  wagons; 
all  this  was  done,  and  when  the  soldier's  horse 
was  no  longer  useful  to  you,  he  was  left  to  starve. 
An  additional  burden  was,  to  be  svire,  thrown 
upon  the  soldier,  (that  of  walking  home,)  after 
fighting  your  battles.    Certainly  that  is  no  cause 
for  withholding  the  wages  he  would  have  been 
entitled  to,  had  you  not  robbed  him  of  his  horse. 


I  ll^ould  rather  add  than  subtract,  if  the  wages  bad 
any  thing  to  do  with  the  question  of  liability  for 
the  value  of  the  horse. 

The  plain  fact,  when  stripped  of  all  the  folisfi 
unfortunately  gathered  round  it,  is  this :  these 
men  hired  you  their  horses  for  forty  cents  per  dar. 
and  you  starved  them  to  death ;  and  now^  you  teii 
them,  they  must  either  relinquish  their  horses  or 
their  wages.  This  amounts  to  an  impressment  of 
the  horse  without  any  compensation,  notTvithstand* 
ing  the  original  contract  I  cannot  suppose  any 
member  otthis  House  would  require  the  soldier  to 
serve  his  country  for  nothing ;  yet  the  course  nov 
proposed  amounts  to  that,  and  nothing  else.  The 
wages  received  only  bought  a  horse,  on  his  return, 
to  plough  his  crop,  instead  of  the  one  he  entered 
the  service  upon. 

Sir,  I,  for  my  part,  had  rather  serve  here  with- 
out pay  thhn  withhold  it  from  him  who  risked  his 
life  for  my  preservation.  I  have  seen  the  hard- 
ships  these  troops  have  endured,  in  ]daces  better 
calculated  to  appreciate  their  feelings  and  claims 
than  within  these  splendid  walls;  and  they  too 
have  had  a  lesson.  Is  it  because  these  troops  are 
from  the  State  of  Tennessee  that  a  new  principle 
is  now  to  be  adopted  ?  Is  it  because  they  are  the 
same  who  saved  New  Orleans  by  their  heroic 
bravery  on  the  23d  December  ?  Or  is  it  because 
they  so  willingly  again  followed  their  gallant 
commander  to  other  dangers  ? 

Are  we  come  to  this,  that  the  soldier  is  to  be 
punished  in  order  to  pluck  the  laurels  from  the 
orow  of  his  General,  whose  only  crime  has  been  to 
make  your  enemies  tremble  ?  Sir,  his  conduct  has 
passed  in  review  before  you,  and,  like  the  pure  gold, 
stood  the  fiery  ordeal.  Wreak  not  your  vengeance 
upon  the  innocent  soldier,  who  cheerfully  rallied 
round  the  standard  of  his  countrv,  under  a  belief 
that  his  services  were  required  ana  legally  author- 
ized. Without  the  means  of  knowing,  or  the 
right  of  contesting  the  powers  that  called  him  oot, 
he  has  served  you  faithfully.  He  asks  you  for  no 
act  of  beneficence  in  his  favor.  All  he  wanes  is 
that  justice,  which  no  individual  would  deny,  under 
similar  circumstances.  Let  it  not  be  said,  that  our 
whole  system  of  economy  is  narrowed  down  to  a 
few  unfortunate  sufferers,  who  come  here  for  relief 
I  do  not  mean  to  reflect  upon  the  Committee  of 
Claims.  I  admire  their  vigilance,  and  the  dispo- 
sition shown  to  save  the  Treasury ;  but  really  I 
am  afraid  they  have  learned  to  guard  the  door  so 
watchfully,  that  the  rightful  owner  himself  is  not, 
with  their  consent^  always  permitted  to  enter. 

Mr.  Cannon  said,  after  the  very  full  discussion 
which  had  taken  place  on  this  subject,  in  an  early 
prt  of  the  session,  he  r^etted  that  it  had  again 
become  his  duty  to  trouble  the  House  with  a  single 
remark  in  addition  to  what  had  already  been  made 
on  this  subject;  and,  he  said,  that  regret  was  in- 
creased by  the  circumstance  of  being  compelled 
by  his  duty  to  call  in  question  the  doctrines  and 
principles  set  forth  in  this  report,  and  maintained 
by  his  honorable  friend  from  North  Carolina  (Mr. 
Williams)  who  is  the  chairman  of  the  Commit^ 
tee  of  Claims,  with  whom,  generally,  he  took  the 
liberty  of  saying,  he  had  concurred  in  opinion.  But, 
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he  said,  he  thought  the  slightest  examination  of 
the  doctrines  assumed  in  this  report  would  be  suf- 
ficient to  satisfy  the  House  that  this  committee 
had  not  decided  in  this  case  with  their  accustomed 
accuracy,  and  that  they  have  departed  from  the 
true  principles  on  which  we  have  been  legislating 
for  years  past.  Sir,  said  he,  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  denies^  in  the  outset  of  the  report, 
that  there  is  any  liability  on  the  part  of  the  Gene- 
ral Government  to  pay  tor  the  loss  of  these  horses, 
although  that  loss  was  sustained  in  consequence 
of  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to 
furnish  the  necessary  forage.  He  contends  that  it 
"was  a  contingency  to  be  apprehended  when  they 
entered  the  service,  and  was  incident  to  a  state  of 
Mrar.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  could  not  help  feeling  some- 
i^hat  astonished  to  hear  such  doctrines  assumed 
by  that  gentleman.  What,  he  asked,  had  been  the 
principles  on  which  we  have  actea  in  all  cases 
arising  out  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 
■which  preceded  this  campaign  ?  Why,  sir,  in  all 
the  different  cases  that  have  arisen  out  of  that  war, 
\7hether  to  the  North,  the  South,  the  East,  or  the 
West,  in  all  cases  where  mounted  troops  have 
been  employed  in  yo0r  service,  and  have  sustained 
damage  by  the  loss  of  horses,  in  consequence  of 
•failure  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  furnish 
forage,  they  have  been  paid  the  ralue  of  their 
horses,  also  forty  cents  per  day  for  the  use  of  them 
.  while  in  service.  The  doctrine,  therefore,  now 
assumed  by  the  Committee  of  Claims,  may  well 
be  called  a  new  doctrine.  It  was  such  doctrine, 
he  said,  as  he  did  not  wish  to  see  practised  on  by 
the  Government  in  this  case  or  any  other  that 
might  hereafter  happen.  He  said  it  had  not  been 
denied  bv  the  advocates  of  the  bill,  that  these  vol- 
unteers nad  received  forty  cents  per  day  for  the 
use  and  ordinary  risk  of  their  horses.  This,  he 
said,  however,  included  nothing  more  than  the 
ordinary  risk,  and  did  not  include  the  risk,  as  seems 
to  be  supposed  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Car- 
olina, ot  starving  their  horses  to  death  for  want  of 
forage.  For,  said  he.  the  Government  is  just  as 
much  bound  to  furnisn  forage  for  the  horse  as  it  is 
to  furnish  rations  for  the  rider.  Nothing,  he  said, 
could  appear  to  him  more  just  than  the  claim  of 
these  persons  against  the  Grovernment.  Indeed, 
he  felt  surprised  to  hear  any  gentleman  contend  on 
this  floor  that  the  Government  was  not  bound  to 
furnish  forage  for  the  horses  of  these  volunteers. 
It  is  utterly  impossible  that  anv  such  understand- 
ing, as  has  been  supposed  by  tne  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  could  have  existed,  after  what  had 
been  done  before  in  other  similar  cases ;  for,  in  no 
one  single  case,  during  the  whole  war  of  which  he 
had  been  speaKing,  had  pay  been  refused,  in  any 
case  similar  to  the  one  under  consideration.  These 
volunteers  on  the  Seminole  campaign,  he  said, 
were  the  first  to  whom  remuneration  for  such  losses 
had  been  refused,  and  he  thought  it  must  be  clear 
to  the  mind  of  every  man  who  would  take  the 
trouble  to  examine  for  himself,  that  these  officers 
and  soldiers  had  a  good  right  to  expect  remunera- 
tion for  losses,  if  any  should  be  sustained  in  the 
way  that  I  have  mentioned.  But,  as  to  the  impracti- 
cability of  the  Government  to  furnish  forage  doriDg 


the  whole  of  this  campaign,  he  believed  none 
doubted  it,  nor  had  he,  nor  any  other  person  within 
his  hearing,  charged  the  Government  with  any 
neglect  to  make  sumcient  exertion  to  furnish  forage; 
he  believed  none  of  the  advocates  of  the  bill,  or 
anybody  else,  entertained  such  opinions.  He  said, 
none  oi  the  triends  of  the  measure  had  contended 
that  the  Government  should  be  required  to  perform 
impossibilities;  they  had  only  contended  that  each 
party  in  anv  contract  or  engagement  was  bound 
to  indemnify  for  losses  sustained  by  the  other  party 
in  consequence  of  any  failure  to  perform  on  their 
own  part.  Here,  he  thought,  the  committee  had 
not  met  the  question  fairly,  and,  after  all  their  re- 
searches, had  found  a  poor  pretext  for  refusing  to 
acknowledge  the  justice  of  this  claim.  But,  sir, 
said  he^  the  Committee  of  Claims  are  opposed  to 
the  policy  which  has  heretofore  been  pursued  in 
remunerating  individuals  who  sustain  losses  of 
property  in  the  service  of  their  country.  It  was  a 
policy,  he  said,  which  he  had  been  truly  glad  to 
see  in  existence  here,  and  he  hoped  it  would  not 
yet  be  abandoned.  This  policy,  lie  said,  was  cal- 
culated to  gi'?e  a  powerful  incentive  to  patriotism, 
a  firm  reliance  on  the  justice  of  the  Government ; 
and  a  knowledg^e  that  it  is  ready  to  remunerate  for 
such  losses.  wiD  always  produce  a  willingness  on 
the  part  oi  the  people  of  this  country  to  hazard 
their  property,  and  even  their  lives,  in  its  defence, 
whenever  it  may  be  necessary. 

Sir,  said  he,  can  it  be  possible  that  gentlemen 
wish  to  adopt  the  contrary  unjust  policy,  that  the 
whole  losses  of  property  sustained  in  a  war  should 
be  borne  by  a  few  patriots,  who  are  the  first  to  step 
forward  with  their  lives  and  their  property,  in  the 
defence  of  the  country  ?  He  could  not  believe  that 
this  could  be  their  ooject.  No,  sir,  said  he,  these 
losses  ought  to  be  sustained  by  the  whole  commu- 
nity^  and  not  the  few  who  have  thus  made  the 
sacrifice.  These,  if  I  understand  any  thing  about 
it,  are  the  true  principles  of  all  good  governments, 
he  hoped  the  principle  would  never  be  abandonee! 
in  any  case  that  either  has,  or  may  hereafter,  oc- 
cur in  this  country.  As  for  the  suggestion  made 
by  the  Committee  of  Claims,  that  it  would  be  the 
interest  of  the  volunteers  to  preserve  their  horses 
until  near  the  end  of  the  campaign,  and  then  de- 
stroy them,  or  let  them  die  by  neglect,  if  it  was 
known  the  Government  would  pay  for  them,  he 
thought  it  scarcely  deserved  a  reply ;  for,  as  respects 
the  case  before  us^  it  could  not  be  supposed  that  any 
person  could  be  influenced  by  any  such  motive — 
for,  if  he  lost  his  horse,  or  was  deprived  of  him  in 
any  way,  he  would  have  to  plunge  on  foot  six  or 
seven  hundred  miles,  through  the  lakes  and  swamps 
of  Florida,  and  this  for  the  sake  of  receiving  my 
for  his  horse,  and  that  too  at  the  risk  of  his  health, 
constitution,  and  perhaps  his  life.  However,  he 
said  he  could  not  believe  that  any  of  those  whose 
patriotism  had  prompted  them  voluntarily  to  en- 
gage in  the  service  of  their  country^  were  capable 
of  being  influenced  by  any  such  motives.  He  said, 
a  document  had  been  read  at  the  table,  which 
went  to  show  that  the  commanding  General,  as 
well  as  some  other  officers  on  this  campaign,  nad 
been  compelled  to  purchase  com  at  the  enormous 
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price  of  fifty  cents  per  quart,  in  order  to  sustain 
their  horses  on  some  of  the  marches  they  made. 
This,  he  said,  was  sufficient  to  show,  bevond  the 
possioility  of  doubt,  that  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  a  private  soldier  to  obtain  the  means  of  subsist- 
ence for  his  horse.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr. 
C,  the  great  anxiety  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  to  find  a  plausible  pretext  for  recommend- 
ing the  indefinite  postponement  of  this  bill,  had, 
he  thought,  driven  him  into  error.  He  thought 
he  had  heexk  a  little  unfortunate  in  referring  to  the 
laws  that  had  been  in  existence  on  this  subject, 
and  of  which  he  thought  the  gentleman  had  taken 
a  very  partial  view ;  therefore,  he  said,  he  hoped 
he  would  be  indulg^  while  he  would  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee  to  all  the  laws,  or  at  least 
those  parts  of  the  different  laws,  that  either  were 
or  had  been  in  force,  on  this  subject 

Mr.  C.  began  by  reading  first  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  1795;  then  he  called  the  attention  of  the 
Uommittee  to  the  act  of  1816,  of  which  he  said 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had  so  loudly 
complained.  After  commenting  on  which,  he  also 
read  the  amendment  to  the  said  act,  passed  in 
1817 ;  and  lastly  read  the  act  of  1818,  which  he 
said  was  the  last  act  that  had  been  passed  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  that  bad  any  refer- 
ence to  the  subject.  All  of  which  acts,  said  Mr.  C, 
from  the  year  1816  up  to  the  present  time,  had 
clearly  and  unequivocally  sanctioned  the  princi- 
ple contained  in  t^e  bill  under  consideration ;  and 
all  of  which  laws  had  been  in  force  and  use  pre- 
vious to  the  time  these  volunteers  entered  your 
service  on  the  Seminole  campaign.  Indeed,  he 
said,  he  had  no  doubt  but  manv  of  them  haa  re- 
ceived the  benefits  of  the  laws  ne  had  read  more 
than  once,  in  consequence  of  losses  of  a  similar 
kind  they  had  sustained  on  the  former  tours  of  duty 
they  have  performed ;  and  they  had  also  seen  or 
known  of  others  being  paid  whose  horses  had  been 
lost  for  want  of  forage  in  the  service.  Therefore, 
he  said,  he  could  not  see  the  slightest  grounds  on 
which  the  Committee  of  Claims  could  entertain 
the  opinion  they  had  advanced,  and  which  had 
been  sui)ported  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Car- 
olina, with  great  ingenuity ;  that  the  volunteers  had 
understood,  when  they  entered  the  service^  that 
Crovemment  was  not  bound  to  remunerate  for  the 
losses  that  miffht  hapjsen  to  them  for  want  of  for- 
age. Sir,  said  h^  it  is  utterable  impossible  that 
any  such  idea  could  have  prevailed  at  that  or  any 
other  time.  No  sir,  said  ne,  they  had  too  much 
confidence  in  the  justice  of  this  Government ;  they 
believed  it  would  extend  the  same  justice  to  them, 
in  such  cases,  that  had  been  extended  to  all  oth- 
ers. This,  he  said,  was  a  just  idea,  and  such  as 
must  have  been,  and  ought  to  have  been,  enter- 
tained by  every  individual  who  entered  your  ser- 
vice on  that  campaign.  For,  said  he,  under  any 
such  idea  as  seems  to  be  conjured  up  by  this  com- 
mittee, he  could  not  suppose  that  any  men  coudd 
be  found  in  this  country  so  ready  to  embark  with 
their  property  in  your  service,  unless  indeed  in  a 
case  of  extreme  emergency  or  imminent  danger. 
As  yet,  he  said,  we  expect  something  like  eqaal 
rights,  benefits,  and  privileges ;  equal  pay  for  eq^  J 


services ;  and  equal  remuneration  for  equal  losses, 
when  sustained  in  the  public  service.  And  let  me 
tell  you,  sir,  said  he,  tnere  are  none  of  us  but  ex- 
pect this  here  or  elsewhere.  He  said,  even  if  it 
should  be  thought  proper  to  change  the  policy  of 
our  Government  in  regard  to  this  princi^e,  so  as 
to  compel  the  patriot  and  soldier  to  bear  these  losses 
themsdves.  good  faith  requires  that  those  who 
have  alreaay  sustained  such  losses  in  your  service 
should  be  paid. 

There  was  another  ground,  he  said,  taken  by  the 
Committee  of  Claims  against  this  bill.  In  the 
course  of  their  researches  and  exertions  to  find 
something  to  excite  prejudice  against  the  measure, 
they  have  been  informed,  it  seems,  by  the  Second 
Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  that  these  officers  and 
soldiers  have  received  forty  cents  per  day  for  their 
horses  after  they  were  dead.  Now,  sir,  said  he,  if 
this  be  true,  it  would  seem  to  him  to  amount  to  a 
very  serious  charge  against  the  officer  whose  duty 
it  was  to  settle  those  accounts ;  for  he  knew  of  no 
law  making  such  provision.  The  law,  he  said, 
only  allows  the  forty  cents  per  day  for  the  use  and 
ordinary  risk  while  in  actual  service.  However, 
he  said,  he  entertained  no  douot  that  many — ^per- 
haps the  greater  part — ^who  lost  their  horses,  pro- 
cured others  immediately,  and  continued  on  in  the 
service.  Those  who  did  so,  he  said,  were  certainly 
as  much  entitled  to  receive  pay  for  the  use  of  a 
horse  the  whole  campaign,  as  though  the  first  horse 
had  lived  to  the  end  of  it.  This^  he  thought,  would 
not  be  denied.  But,  he  said,  it  seemed  that  the 
Committee  of  Claims  entertained  the  opinion  that 
these  volunteers  had  already  received  the  full  value 
of  their  horses,  or  perhaps  more  than  their  value. 
Of  this,  however,  he  said,  they  had  not  attempted 
to  produce  any  evidence  of  the  fact  to  the  House, 
nor  did  he  believe  it  to  be  true. 

Many  of  the  horses,  he  said,  he  had  no  doubt 
were  worth  more  than  double  tlie  amount  that  had 
been  received  for  the  use  of  them.    But,  Mr.  C. 
said^  he  did  not  think  this  was  a  good  argument 
against  the  passage  of  the  law.    It  was  known,  he 
said,  that  many  of  the  rangers  who  had  been  in 
service  during  the  late  war  had  received,  for  the 
use  of  their  horses,  an  amount  of  more  than  double 
their  value.    Here,  he  said,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  had  introduced  a  principle  that  is  not  ap- 
plicable, in  any  case,  between  individuals  in  any 
similar  contract.    Therefore,  he  hoped  it  would 
be  applied,  in  the  present  case,  between  the  Gov- 
ernment and  these  individuals,  even  if  gentlemen 
should  believe  it  would  have  been  better,  as  is  sug- 
gested bv  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  have  par- 
chased  the  horses  before  they  enter^  the  service  ; 
the  policy  of  doing  which  hereafter,  he  said,  might 
present  a  different  question.    It  was  enough,  he 
said,  to  know  that  it  was  not  done  in  the  case  novr 
before  us.    But,  sir,  said  he,  have  we  not  beea  in- 
formed by  a  letter  or  document,  which  was  read 
and  now  lies  on  your  table,  that  a  part  of  these 
horses  were  so  much  broke  down  that  they  were 
ordered  to  be  sold  at  public  sale,  bv  order  of  the 
officers,  and  that  the  proceeds  had  been  paid  into 
the  Treasurv  of  ^e  United  States.    How,  he 
gisked,  would  this  case  be  got  round  by  the  gentle- 
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man  from  North  Carolina,  or  any  of  the  members 
who  oppose  the  pasaaffe  of  the  bill  ?  Are  these 
poor  fellows  to  have  their  horses  taken  from  them 
and  sold,  the  money  appropriated  to  public  use, 
and  they  receive  nothing  at  all,  not  even  the  money 
they  sold  for,  which  he  had  no  doubt  was  very 
little  ?  Upon  the  whole,  sir,  said  he,  it  must  be 
obvious  to  the  mind  of  any  gentleman  who  will 
for  a  moment  notice  this  report,  that  the  ingenuity 
of  the  committee  had  been  put  to  the  rack  to  find 
the  most  specious  gromids  on  which  they  recom- 
mended the  rejection  of  the  bill.  The  arguments 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  McCov,)  he 
said,  had  principaUv  been  predicated  on  the  same 
grounds  as  were  tacen  in  the  report,  except  the 
remarks  that  gentleman  had  made  respecting  these 
volunteers  having  received  pay  for  their  clothing 
also.  This  argument,  he  saia,  was  fully  met  by 
the  provisions  of  the  bill,  which  provided  that  any 
amount,  if  any  had  been  thtis  received,  should  be 
deducted  from  the  price  of  the  horse.  The  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  (Mr.  CuLBSfiTH,)  who  also 
opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill,  he  said^  had  taken 
a  different,  though  not  new  ground  afsmst  it — the 
unconstitucionanty  of  the  service.  This  argument, 
he  said,  mij^t  apply  to  a  case  where  the  com- 
manding officer  alone  was  interested,  but  bethought 
it  could  not,  with  any  propriety,  be  applied  to  the 
case  of  a  private  soldier,  who  supports  the  Consti- 
tution of  nis  country  by  yielding  strict  obedience 
to  his  officer. 

But,  he  said,  he  had  hoped  that  the  opponents 
of  the  bill  would  not  again  have  urged  its  rejec- 
tion on  this  ground ;  the  argument  on  this  point, 
however,  he  said,  had  been  so  fully  answered  on 
a  former  occasion,  that  he  would  not  tire  the  {pa- 
tience of  the  Committee  by  repeating  them  again. 
None  of  the  arguments  which  nave  been  presented 
to  the  House  by  the  Committee  of  Claims,  or  any 
of  the  gentlemen  who  had  endeavored  to  support 
their  report,  could,  he  thought,  be  felt  to  have  suf- 
ficient weight  to  meet  the  strong  claim  these  per- 
sons have  on  this  Government  for  remuneration. 
He  said  he  had  shovm,  bv  the  laws  which  he  had 
read  to  the  Committee,  tnat  these  volunteers  must 
have  entertained  the  most  just  expectation  that 
they  would  be  remunerate^for  losses  sustained,  in 
all  cases  where  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Grov- 
emment  to  com]^y  with  its  engagement  had  occa- 
sioned the  loss.    He  said  he  had  shown,  that  all 
others  who  have  been  in  service  during  the  late 
war,  and  who  have  sustained  losses  in  the  same 
way,  have  been  remunerated ;  and  he  thought  it 
was  fully  shown-,  that  these  volunteers  of  the  Sem- 
inole campaign  nave  a  claim  against  the  Govern- 
ment, that  in  strict  justice  it  is  bound  to  pay.    It 
must,  he  said,  be  recollected  that  thje  claimants 
would  all  have  to  show,  by  the  most  satisfactory 
evidence,  that  the  loss  was  sustained  in  conse- 
qaence  of  the  fkilure  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  furnish  forage,  and  without  any  fault  or 
neglect  on  their  part,  before  their  claims  could  be 
allowed  or  paid  under  this  law^  provided  it  was 
passed.    The  single  point  in  this  case^  made  by 
the  failure  of  the  Government  to  fulfil  its  part  of 
the  obligation, 'he  thought  was  a  point  on  which 


these  claims,  in  strict  justice,  might  safely  rest. 
This  point  had  not,  and  he  believed  could  not,  be 
met  by  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  bill.    But, 
sir,  said  Mr.  C,  I  hope  gentlemen  will  remember, 
while  they  are  deciding  on  this  subject,  tlmt  they 
are  deciding  on  the  claims  of  some  of  the  most 
meritorious  and  patriotic  citizens  of  the  Western 
country,  who  have  rendered  other  and  more  im- 
portant services  to  this  nation,  in  time  of  extreme 
danger,  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 
He  said  many  of  these  persons  had  sought  the  first 
opportunity  to  engage  m  the  service  auring  that 
eventful  period.    They  were  amongst  the  first  vol- 
unteers who  descended  the  Mississippi  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  lower  country.     They  were  the  first 
who  entered  the  Creek  nation,  after  the  horrid 
massacre  at  Fort  Mims,  without  orders  from  the 
President,  the  Governor  of  the  State,  General 
Jackson,  or  any  other  ofi&cer ;  and  were  followed 
by  General  Ja<;kson,  with  other  volunteers  and 
militia,  with  'whom  they  united  in  the  Indian 
countrv,  Tafter   destroying  one  of  the  enemy's 
towns,^  wnere  they  were  organized  into  a  regi- 
ment, in  which,  he  said,  two  of  his  colleagues 
(Col.  Allen  and  Cant.  J  ones  ^  were  made  oflGl- 
cers,  with  himself.    They,  he  said,  had  been  recog- 
nised, ahd  received  into  tne  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  paid  for  services  and  losses  sustained 
in  this  way,  although  we  were  not  called  into  ser- 
vice by  any  authority  known  in  our  Government : 
we  were  driven  there,  each  one  by  the  impulse  of 
his  own  feelings.    The  enemy  were  sought,  and 
wherever  they  could  be  found  the  severest  chas- 
tisement was  inflicted.    These  vohifiteers  were  the 
fil*8t  from  our  State  in  battle ;  and  by  their  valor 
and  good  conduct  at  the  battles  of  Tallasatchee 
and  TaUedega,  obtained  the  most  decisive  victo- 
ries over  the  savage  enemy  that  had  been  known 
in  the  annals  of  our  national  history.    They,  in- 
deed, were  the  fir^  to  give  military  character  to 
the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  repre- 
sent.   They  had  encountered  hardships,  dangers, 
and  sufferings  in  the  service,  on  this  campaign, 
that  were  unpleasant  to  think  of,  much  more  to 
relate,  and  had  fought  in  many  other  battles  in  the 
Creek  nation. 

These  same  young  men  were  also  the  first  who 
afterwards  rushed  to  the  defence  of  the  Southern 
frontier  when  invaded  by  the  combined  armies  of 
Europe  during  the  late  war ;  they  marched  with 
unexampled  speed  to  the  places  where  this  force 
was  expected  to  land,  to  Mobile,  Pensacola,  and 
lastly  to  New  Orleans,  where  they  were  the  first 
to  engage  the  enemy,  on  the  night  of  the  23d  of 
Decem&r,  (a  moment,  he  said,  ever  to  be  remem- 
bered in  our  history,)  at  the  spot  where  the  hostile 
tread  of  the  enemy  made  the  first  impression  on  the 
sacred  soil  of  Western  America ;  atod  here,  he  said, 
by  their  distinguished  gallantry  and  dating  intre- 
pidity, he  believed  they  saved  from  destruction  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  and  effected  thereby  the 
safety  of  the  whole  Western  country ;  and  noT<r, 
he  said,  they  had  been  called  upon  to  embark  in 
this  Seminole  campaign,  by  the  same  officer  under 
whom  they  had  so  often  rallied,  and  undeif  whom 
they  had  so  often  fought  and  bled  in  their  country's 
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price  of  fifty  cents  per  quart,  in  order  to  sustain 
their  horses  on  some  of  the  marches  they  made. 
This,  he  said,  was  sufficient  to  show,  beyond  the 
possibility  of  doubt,  that  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  a  private  soldier  to  obtain  the  means  of  subsist- 
ence for  his  horse.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr. 
C,  the  great  anxiety  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  to  find  a  plausible  pretext  for  recommend- 
ing the  indefinite  postponement  of  this  bill,  had, 
he  thought,  driven  him  into  error.  He  thought 
he  had  been  a  little  unfortunate  in  referring  to  the 
laws  that  had  been  in  existence  on  this  subject, 
and  of  which  he  thought  the  gentleman  had  taken 
a  very  partial  view ;  therefore,  he  said,  he  hoped 
he  would  be  indulged  while  he  would  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee  to  all  the  laws,  or  at  least 
those  parts  of  the  difierent  laws^  that  either  were 
or  had  been  in  force,  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  C.  b^n  by  reading  first  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  179o  'y  then  he  called  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  act  of  1816,  of  which  he  said 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had  so  loudly 
complained.  After  commenting  on  which,  he  also 
read  the  amendment  to  the  said  act,  passed  in 
1817 ;  and  lastly  read  the  act  of  1818,  which  he 
said  was  the  last  act  that  had  been  passed  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  that  had  any  refer- 
ence to  the  subject.  All  of  which  acts,  said  Mr.  C, 
from  the  year  1816  up  to  the  present  time,  had 
clearly  and  unequivocally  sanctioned  the  princi- 
ple contained  in  t^e  bill  under  consideration ;  and 
all  of  which  laws  had  been  in  force  and  use  pre- 
vious to  the  time  these  volunteers  entered  your 
service  on  the  Seminole  campaign.  Indeed,  he 
said,  he  had  no  doubt  but  many  of  them  had  re- 
ceived the  benefits  of  the  laws  ne  had  read  more 
than  once,  in  conseqiKnce  of  losses  of  a  similar 
kind  they  had  sustained  on  the  former  tours  of  duty 
they  have  performed ;  and  they  had  also  seen  or 
known  of  others  being  paid  whose  horses  had  been 
lost  for  want  of  forage  in  the  service.  Therefore, 
he  said,  he  could  not  see  the  slightest  grounds  on 
which  the  Committee  of  Claims  could  entertain 
the  opinion  they  had  advanced,  and  which  had 
been  supported  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Car- 
olina, with  great  mgenuity  j  that  the  volunteers  had 
understood,  when  they  entered  the  service^  that 
Government  was  not  bound  to  remunerate  for  the 
losses  that  miffht  hap|)en  to  them  for  want  of  for- 
age. Sir,  said  h^  it  is  utterable  impossible  that 
any  such  idea  could  have  prevailed  at  that  or  any 
other  time.  No  sir,  said  ne,  they  had  too  mucn 
confidence  in  the  justice  of  this  Grovernment ;  they 
believed  it  would  extend  the  same  justice  to  them, 
in  such  cases,  that  had  been  extended  to  all  oth- 
ers. This,  he  said,  was  a  just  idea,  and  such  as 
must  have  been,  and  ought  to  have  been,  enter- 
tained by  every  individual  who  entered  your  ser- 
vice on  that  campaign.  For,  said  he,  under  any 
such  idea  as  seems  to  be  conjured  up  by  this  com- 
mittee, he  could  not  suppose  that  any  men  could 
be  found  in  this  country  so  ready  to  embark  with 
their  property  in  your  service,  unless  indeed  in  a 
case  of  extreme  emergency  or  imminent  danger. 
As  yet.  he  said,  we  expect  something  like  equal 
rights,  benefits,  and  privileges ;  equal  pay  for  equal 


services;  and  equal  remuneration  for  equal  losses, 
when  sustained  in  the  public  service.  And  let  me 
tell  you,  sir,  said  he,  there  are  none  of  us  but  ex- 
pect this  here  or  elsewhere.  He  said,  even  if  it 
should  be  thought  proper  to  change  the  policy  of 
our  Government  in  regard  to  this  princi^e,  so  as 
to  compel  the  patriot  and  soldier  to  bear  these  losses 
themselves,  good  faith  requires  that  those  who 
have  alreaoy  sustained  such  losses  in  your  service 
should  be  paid. 

There  was  another  ground,  he  said,  taken  by  the 
Committee  of  Claims  against  this  bill.  In  the 
course  of  their  researches  and  exertions  to  find 
something  to  excite  prejudice  against  the  measure, 
they  have  been  informed,  it  seems,  by  the  Second 
Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  that  these  officers  and 
soldiers  have  received  forty  cents  per  day  for  their 
horses  after  they  were  dead.  Now,  sir,  said  he,  ^ 
this  be  true,  it  would  seem  to  him  to  amount  to  a 
very  serious  charge  against  the  officer  whose  dnty 
it  was  to  settle  those  accounts ;  for  he  knew  of  no 
law  making  such  provision.  The  law,  he  said, 
only  allows  the  forty  cents  per  day  for  the  use  and 
ordinary  risk  while  in  actual  service.  However, 
he  said,  he  entertained  no  doubt  that  many — ^per- 
haps the  greater  part — ^who  lost  their  horses,  pro- 
cured others  immediately,  and  continued  on  in  the 
service.  Those  who  did  so,  he  said,  were  certainly 
as  much  entitled  to  receive  pay  for  the  use  of  a 
horse  the  whole  campaign,  as  though  the  first  horse 
had  lived  to  the  end  of  it.  This^  he  thought,  would 
not  be  denied.  But,  he  said,  it  seemed  that  the 
Committee  of  Claims  entertained  the  opinion  that 
these  volunteers  had  already  received  the  full  value 
of  their  horses,  or  perhaps  more  than  their  value. 
Of  this,  however,  he  said,  they  had  not  attempted 
to  produce  any  evidence  of  the  fact  to  the  House, 
nor  did  he  believe  it  to  be  true. 

Many  of  the  horses,  he  said,  he  had  no  doubt 
were  worth  more  than  double  tne  amount  that  had 
been  received  for  the  use  of  them.  But,  Mr.  C. 
said,  he  did  not  think  this  was  a  good  argument 
agrainst  the  passage  of  the  law.  It  was  known,  he 
said,  that  many  of  the  rangers  who  had  been  in 
service  during  the  late  war  had  received,  for  the 
use  of  their  horses,  an  amount  of  more  than  double 
their  value.  Here,  he  said,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  had  introduced  a  principle  that  is  not  ap- 
plicable, in  any  case,  between  individuals  in  any 
similar  contract.  Therefore,  he  hoped  it  would 
be  applied,  in  the  present  case,  between  the  Gov- 
ernment and  these  individuals,  even  if  gentlemen 
should  believe  it  would  have  been  better,  as  is  sug- 
gested by  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  hare  pur> 
chased  the  horses  before  they  entered  the  service ; 
the  policy  of  doing  which  hereafter,  he  said,  might 
present  a  different  question.  It  was  enough,  he 
said,  to  know  that  it  was  not  done  in  the  case  noigv 
before  us.  But,  sir,  said  he,  have  we  not  beea  in- 
formed by  a  letter  or  document,  which  was  read 
and  now  lies  on  your  table,  that  a  part  of  these 
horses  were  so  much  broke  down  that  they  were 
ordered  to  be  sold  at  public  sale,  by  order  of  the 
officers,  and  that  the  proceeds  had  been  paid  into 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  How,  he 
asked,  would  this  case  be  got  round  by  the  gentle- 
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man  from  North  Carolina,  or  any  of  the  members   these  claims,  in  strict  justice,  might  safely  rest. 


who  oppose  the  passage  of  the  bill  ?  Are  these 
poor  fellows  to  have  their  horses  taken  from  them 
and  sold,  the  money  appropriated  to  public  use, 
and  they  receive  nothing  at  all,  not  even  the  money 
thev  sold  for,  which  he  had  no  doubt  was  very 
little  7  Upon  the  whole,  sir,  said  he,  it  must  bie 
obvious  to  the  mind  of  any  gentleman  who  will 
for  a  moment  notice  this  report,  that  the  ingenuity 
of  the  committee  had  been  put  to  the  rack  to  find 
the  most  specious  grounds  on  which  they  recom- 
mended the  rejeetioik  of  the  bill.  The  arguments 
of  the  gentlonan  from  Yirginiai,  (Mr.  MgCot,)  he 
said,  had  principally  been  predicated  on  the  same 
grounds  as  were  taien  in  the  report,  except  the 
remarks  that  gentleman  had  made  respecting  these 
volunteers  having  received  pay  for  their  clothing 
also.  This  argument,  he  saia.  was  fully  met  by 
the  provisions  of  the  bill,  whicn  provided  that  any 
amount,  if  any  had  been  thus  received,  should  be 
deducted  from  the  price  of  the  horse.  The  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  (Mr.  CulbrbthJ  who  also 
opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill,  he  said^^  had  taken 
a  differept,  though  not  new  ground  affunst  it — the 
unconstitutionality  of  the  service.  This  argument, 
he  said,  mi^t  apply  to  a  case  where  the  com- 
manding omcer  alone  was  interested,  but  he  thought 
it  could  not^  with  an^  propriety,  be  applied  to  the 
case  of  a  private  soldier,  who  supports  the  Consti- 
tution of  ait  country  by  yielding  strict  obedience 
to  his  officer. 

But,  he  said,  he  had  hojped  that  the  opponents 
of  the  bill  would  not  again  have  urged  its  rejec- 
tion on  this  ground ;  the  argument  on  this  point, 
however,  he  said,  had  been  so  fully  answered  on 
a  former  occasion,  that  he  would  not  tire  the  pa- 
tience of  the  Committee  by  repeating  them  again. 
None  of  the  arguments  which  nave  been  presented 
to  the  House  by  the  Committee  of  Claims,  or  any 
of  the  gentlemen  who  had  endeavored  to  support 
their  report,  could,  he  thought,  be  felt  to  have  suf- 
ficient weight  to  meet  the  strong  claim  these  per- 
sons have  on  this  Government  for  remuneration. 
He  said  he  had  shown,  by  the  laws  which  he  had 
read  to  the  Committee,  tnat  these  volunteers  must 
have  entertained  the  most  just  expectation  that 
they  would  be  remunerate^for  losses  sustained,  in 
all  cases  where  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  comply  with  its  engagement  had  occa- 
sioned the  loss.    He  said  he  had  shown,  that  all 
others  who  have  been  in  service  during  the  late 
war,  and  who  have  sustained  losses  in  the  same 
way,  have  been  remunerated;  and  he  thought  it 
was  fully  showm  that  these  volunteers  of  the  Sem- 
inole campaign  nave  a  daim  against  the  Grovern- 
ment,  that  in  strict  justice  it  is  bound  to  pay.    It 
must,  he  said,  be  recollected  that  tl^e  claimants 
would  all  have  to  show,  by  the  most  satisfactory 
evidenoe,  that  the  loss  was  sustained  in  conse- 
quence of  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  furnish  forage,  and  without  any  fault  or 
neglect  on  their  part  before  their  claims  could  be 
allowed  or  paid  under  this  law^  provided  it  was 
passed.     The  single  point  in  this  case^  made  by 
the  failure  of  the  Government  to  fulfil  its  part  of 
the  obligation, 'he  thought  was  a  point  on  which 


This  point  had  not,  and  he  believed  could  not,  be 
met  by  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  bill.    But, 
sir,  said  Mr.  C,  I  hope  gentlemen  will  remember, 
while  they  are  deciding  on  this  subject,  that  they 
are  deciding  on  the  claims  of  some  of  the  most 
meritorious  and  patriotic  citizens  of  the  Western 
country,  who  have  rendered  other  and  more  im- 
portant services  to  this  nation,  in  time  of  extreme 
danger,  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 
He  said  many  of  these  persons  had  souffht  the  first 
opportunity  to  en^ge  m  the  service  during  that 
eventful  period.    They  were  amongst  the  first  vol- 
unteers who  descended  the  Mississippi  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  lower  country.    They  were  the  first 
who  entered  the  Creek  nation,  after  the  horrid 
massacre  at  Fort  Mims,  without  orders  from  the 
President,  the  Governor  of  the  State,  General 
Jackson,  or  any  other  officer ;  and  were  followed 
by  Greneral  Jackson,  with  other  volunteers  and 
militia,  with  whom  they  united  in   the  Indian 
country,  Tafter   destroying  one  of  the  enemy's 
towns,^  wnere  they  were  organized  into  a  r^^i- 
ment,  in  which,  be  said,  two  of  his  colleagues 
(Col.  Allen  and  Capt.  Jones^  were  made  oflS- 
cers,  v^ith  himself.    They,  he  said,  had  been  recog- 
nised, and  received  into  tne  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  paid  for  services  and  losses  sustained 
in  this  way,  althou^  we  were  not  called  into  ser- 
vice by  any  authonty  known  in  our  Government: 
we  were  driven  there,  each  one  by  the  impulse  of 
his  own  feelings.    The  enemy  were  sought,  and 
wherever  they  could  be  found  the  severest  chas- 
tisement was  inflicted.    These  volunteers  were  the 
fil^t  ftom  our  State  in  battle ;  and  by  their  valor 
and  good  conduct  at  the  battles  of  Tallasatchee 
and  Talledega,  obtained  the  most  decisive  victo- 
ries over  the  savage  enemy  that  had  been  known 
in  the  annals  of  our  national  history.    They,  in- 
deed, were  the  fir^  to  give  military  character  to 
the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  repre- 
sent.   They  had  encountei'ed  hardships,  dangers, 
and  sufferings  in  the  service,  on  this  campaign, 
that  were  unpleasant  to  think  of,  much  more  to 
relate,  and  had  fought  in  many  other  battles  in  the 
Creek  nation. 

These  same  young  men  were  also  the  first  who 
afterwards  rushed  to  the  defence  of  the  Southern 
frontier  when  invaded  by  the  combined  armies  of 
Europe  during  the  late  war ;  they  marched  with 
unexampled  speed  to  the  places  where  this  force 
was  expected  to  land,  to  Mobile.  Pensacola,  and 
lastly  to  New  Orleans,  where  they  were  ihef  first 
to  engage  the  enemy,  on  the  night  of  the  23d  of 
Decem&r,  (a  moment,  he  said,  ever  to  be  remem- 
bered in  our  history,)  at  the  spot  where  the  hostile 
tread  of  the  enemy  ntade  the  first  impression  on  the 
sacred  soil  of  Western  America ;  and  here,  he  said, 
by  their  distinguished  gallantry  and  daring  intre- 
pidity, he  believed  they  saved  from  destruction  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  and  effected  thereby  the 
safety  of  the  whole  Western  country ;  and  now, 
he  said,  they  had  been  called  upon  to  embark  in 
this  Seminole  campaign,  by  the  same  officer  under 
whom  they  had  so  often  rallied,  and  undei!  whom 
they  had  so  often  fought  and  bled  in  their  coimtry's 
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price  of  fifty  cents  per  qaaxt,  in  order  to  sustain 
their  horses  on  some  of  the  marches  they  made. 
This,  he  said,  was  sufficient  to  show,  bevond  the 
possioility  of  doubt,  that  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  a  private  soldier  to  obtain  the  means  of  subsist- 
ence for  his  horse.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr. 
C,  the  great  anxiety  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  to  find  a  plausible  pretext  for  recommend- 
ing the  indefinite  postponement  of  this  bill,  had, 
he  thought,  driven  him  into  error.  He  thought 
he  had  &en  a  little  unfortunate  in  referring  to  the 
laws  that  had  been  in  existence  on  this  subject, 
and  of  which  he  thought  the  gentleman  had  taken 
a  very  partial  view ;  therefore,  he  said,  he  hoped 
he  would  be  indulged  while  he  would  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee  to  all  the  laws,  or  at  least 
those  parts  of  the  different  laws,  that  either  were 
or  had  been  in  force,  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  C.  besaii  by  reading  first  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  1795;  then  he  called  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  act  of  1816,  of  which  he  said 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had  so  loudly 
complained.  After  commenting  on  which,  he  also 
read  the  amendment  to  the  said  act,  passed  in 
1817 ;  and  lastly  read  the  act  of  1818,  which  he 
said  was  the  last  act  that  had  been  passed  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  that  had  any  refer- 
ence to  the  subject.  All  of  which  acts,  said  Mr.  C, 
from  the  year  1816  up  to  the  present  time,  had 
clearly  and  unequivocally  sanctioned  the  princi- 
ple contained  in  t)ie  bill  under  consideration ;  and 
all  of  which  laws  had  been  in  force  and  use  pre- 
vious to  the  time  these  volunteers  entered  your 
service  on  the  Seminole  campaign.  Indeed,  he 
said,  he  had  no  doubt  but  manv  of  them  had  re- 
ceived the  benefits  of  the  laws  ne  had  read  more 
than  once,  in  consequence  of  losses  of  a  similar 
kind  they  had  sustained  on  the  former  tours  of  duty 
they  have  performed ;  and  they  had  also  seen  or 
known  of  others  being  paid  whose  horses  had  been 
lost  for  want  of  forage  in  the  service.  Therefore, 
he  said,  he  could  not  see  the  slightest  pounds  on 
which  the  Committee  of  Claims  could  entertain 
the  opinion  they  had  advanced,  and  which  had 
been  supported  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Car- 
olina, with  great  mgenuity ;  that  the  volunteers  had 
understood,  when  they  entered  the  service^  that 
Qovemment  was  not  bound  to  remunerate  for  the 
losses  that  miffht  hapjsen  to  them  for  want  of  for- 
age. Sir,  said  h^  it  is  utterable  impossible  that 
any  such  idea  could  have  prevailed  at  that  or  any 
other  time.  No  sir,  said  ne,  they  had  too  much 
confidence  in  the  justice  of  this  Government;  they 
believed  it  would  extend  the  same  justice  to  them, 
in  such  cases,  that  had  been  extended  to  all  oth- 
ers. This,  he  said,  was  a  just  idea,  and  such  as 
must  have  been,  and  ought  to  have  been,  enter- 
tained by  every  individual  who  entered  your  ser- 
vice on  that  campaign.  For,  said  he,  under  any 
such  idea  as  seems  to  be  conjured  up  by  this  com- 
xmttee,  he  could  not  suppose  that  any  men  could 
be  found  in  this  country  so  ready  to  embark  with 
their  property  in  your  service,  unless  indeed  in  a 
case  of  extreme  emergency  or  imminent  danger. 
As  yet.  he  said,  we  expect  something  like  equal 
rights,  benefits,  and  privileges ;  equal  pay  for  equal 


services ;  and  equal  remuneration  for  equal  losses, 
when  sustained  in  the  public  service.  And  let  me 
tell  you,  sir,  said  he,  tnere  are  none  of  us  but  ex- 
pect this  here  or  elsewhere.  He  said,  even  if  it 
should  be  thought  proper  to  change  the  policy  of 
our  Government  in  regard  to  this  principle,  so  as 
to  compel  the  patriot  and  soldier  to  bear  tt^se  losses 
themselves,  good  faith  requires  that  those  who 
have  already  sustained  such  losses  in  yotir  service 
should  be  paid. 

There  was  another  ground,  he  said,  taken  by  the 
Committee  of  Claims  against  this  bill.     In  the 
course  of  their  researches  and  exertions  to  find 
something  to  excite  prejudice  against  the  measure, 
they  have  been  informed,  it  seems,  by  the  Second 
Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  that  these  officers  and 
soldiers  have  received  forty  cents  per  day  for  tlieir 
horses  after  they  were  dead.    Now,  sir,  said  he,  if 
this  be  true,  it  would  seem  to  him  to  amount  to  a 
very  serious  charge  against  the  officer  whose  duty 
it  was  to  settle  those  accounts;  for  he  knew  of  no 
law  making  such  provision.    The  law,  he  said, 
only  allows  the  forty  cents  per  day  for  the  use  and 
ordinary  risk  while  in  actual  service.    However, 
he  said,  he  entertained  no  dou\)t  that  many — ^per- 
haps the  greater  part — who  lost  their  horses,  pro- 
cured others  immediately,  and  continued  on  in  the 
service.    Those  who  did  so,  he  said,  were  certainly 
as  much  entitled  to  receive  pay  for  the  use  o£  a 
horse  the  whole  campaign,  as  though  the  first  hotse 
had  lived  to  the  end  of  it.    This^  he  thought,  would 
not  be  denied.    But,  he  said,  it  seemed  that  the 
Committee  of  Claims  entertained  the  opinion  that 
these  volunteers  had  already  received  the  full  value 
of  their  horses,  or  perhaps  more  than  their  vahie. 
Of  this,  however,  he  said,  they  had  not  attempted 
to  produce  any  evidence  of  the  fact  to  the  House. 
nor  did  he  believe  it  to  be  true. 

Many  of  the  horses,  he  said,  he  had  no  doubt 
were  worth  more  than  double  tne  amount  that  had 
been  received  for  the  use  of  them.  But,  Mr.  C. 
said,  he  did  not  think  this  was  a  good  arguraeot 
ag^ainst  the  passage  of  the  law.  It  was  known,  he 
said,  that  many  of  the  rangers  who  had  been  in 
service  during  the  late  war  had  received,  for  the 
use  of  their  horses,  an  amount  of  more  than  double 
their  value.  Here,  he  said,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  had  introduced  a  principle  that  is  not  ap- 
plicable, in  any  case,  between  individuals  in  any 
similar  contract.  Therefore,  he  hoped  it  would 
be  applied,  in  the  present  case,  between  the  Gov- 
ernment and  these  individuals,  even  if  gentlemen 
should  believe  it  would  have  been  better,  as  is  sug- 
gested by  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  hare  pur- 
chased the  horses  before  they  entered  the  service ; 
the  policy  of  doing  which  hereafter,  he  said,  might 
present  a  different  question.  It  was  enough,  he 
said,  to  know  that  it  was  not  done  in  the  case  now 
before  us.  But,  sir,  said  he,  have  we  not  been  in- 
formed by  a  letter  or  document,  which  was  read 
and  now  lies  on  your  table,  that  a  part  of  these 
horses  were  so  much  broke  down  that  they  were 
ordered  to  be  sold  at  public  sale,  by  order  of  the 
officers,  and  that  the  proceeds  had  oeen  raid  into 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  How,  he 
asked,  woulcl  this  case  be  got  round  by  the  gentle- 
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man  from  North  Carolina,  or  any  of  the  members 
who  oppose  the  pasaaffe  of  the  bill  ?  Are  these 
poor  fellows  to  have  their  horses  taken  from  them 
and  sold,  the  money  appropriated  to  public  use, 
and  they  receive  nothing  at  all,  not  even  the  money 
thev  sold  for,  which  he  had  no  doubt  was  very 
little  ?  Upon  the  whole,  sir,  said  he,  it  must  be 
obvious  to  the  mind  of  any  gentleman  who  will 
for  a  moment  notice  this  report,  that  the  ingenuity 
of  the  committee  had  been  put  to  the  rack  to  find 
the  most  specious  grouiids  on  which  they  recom- 
mended the  rejeetionf  of  the  bill.  The  ar^ments 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  McCoT,)  he 
said,  had  principallv  been  predicated  on  the  same 
grounds  as  were  tacen  in  the  report,  except  the 
remarks  that  gentleman  had  made  respecting  these 
rolunteers  having  received  pay  for  their  clothing 
also.  This  argument,  he  saia.  was  fully  met  by 
the  provisions  of  the  bill,  whicn  provided  that  any 
amount,  if  any  had  been  thus  received,  should  be 
deducted  from  the  price  of  the  horse.  The  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  (Mr.  CuLBSfiTH,)  who  also 
opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill,  he  said^  had  taken 
a  different,  though  not  new  ground  agamst  it — ^the 
unconstitutionality  of  the  service.  This  argument, 
he  said,  mi^t  apply  to  a  case  where  the  com- 
manding officer  alone  was  interested,  but  bethought 
it  could  not,  with  any  propriety,  be  applied  to  the 
case  of  a  private  soldier,  who  supports  the  Consti- 
tution of  nis  country  by  yielding  strict  obedience 
to  his  officer. 

But,  he  said,  he  had  hoped  that  the  opponents 
of  the  bill  would  not  again  have  urged  its  rejec- 
tion on  this  ground ;  the  argument  on  this  point, 
however,  he  said,  had  been  so  fully  answered  on 
a  former  occasion,  that  he  would  not  tire  the  ^- 
tience  of  the  Committee  by  repeating  them  again. 
None  of  the  arguments  which  nave  been  presented 
to  the  House  by  the  Committee  of  Claims,  or  any 
of  the  gentlemen  who  had  endeavored  to  support 
their  report,  could,  he  thought,  be  felt  to  have  suf- 
ficient weight  to  meet  the  strong  claim  these  per- 
sons have  on  this  Government  for  remuneration. 
He  said  he  had  shown,  by  the  laws  which  he  had 
read  to  the  Committee,  taat  these  volunteers  must 
have  entertained  the  most  just  expectation  that 
they  would  be  remunerate^for  losses  sustained,  in 
all  cases  where  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Grov- 
emment  to  comply  with  its  engagement  had  occa- 
sioned the  loss.    He  said  he  had  shown,  that  all 
others  who  have  been  in  service  during  the  late 
war,  and  who  have  sustained  losses  in  the  same 
way,  have  been  remunerated ;  and  he  thought  it 
was  fully  showm  that  these  volunteers  of  the  Sem- 
inole campaign  nave  a  claim  against  the  Govern- 
ment, that  in  strict  justice  it  is  bound  to  pay.    It 
must,  he  said,  be  recollected  that  th^e  claimants 
would  ail  have  to  show,  by  the  most  satisfactory 
evidence,  tiiat  the  loss  was  sustained  in  conse- 
quence of  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  furnish  forage,  and  without  any  fault  or 
nejglect  on  their  part,  before  their  claims  could  be 
slewed  or  paid  under  this  law^  provided  it  was 
passed.    The  single  point  in  this  case^  made  by 
the  failure  of  the  Government  to  fulfil  its  part  of 
the  obligation,  lie  thought  was  a  point  on  which 


these  claims,  in  strict  justice,  might  safely  rest. 
This  point  had  not,  and  he  believed  could  not,  be 
met  by  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  bill.  But, 
sir,  said  Mr.  C,  I  hope  gentlemen  will  remember, 
while  they  are  deciding  on  this  subject,  that  they 
are  deciding  on  the  claims  of  some  of  the  most 
meritorious  and  patriotic  citizens  of  the  Western 
country,  who  have  rendered  other  and  more  im- 
portant services  to  this  nation,  in  time  of  extreme 
danger,  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 
He  said  many  of  these  persons  had  sought  the  first 
opportunity  to  engage  m  the  service  during  that 
"  "       '  "     TI 


eventful  period.    They  were  amongst  the  first  vol- 
unteers who  descended  the  Mississippi  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  lower  country.    They  were  the  first 
who  entered  the  Creek  nation,  after  the  horrid 
massacre  at  Fort  Mims,  without  orders  from  the 
President,  the  Governor  of  the  State,  General 
Jackson,  or  any  other  officer ;  and  were  followed 
by  General  Jackson,  with  other  volunteers  and 
militia,  with  whom  they  united  in  the  Indian 
country,   Rafter   destroying  one  of  the  enemy's 
towns,)  where  they  were  organized  into  a  regi- 
ment, in  which,  he  said,  two  of  his  colleagues 
(Col.  Allen  and  Cant.  Jones^  were  made  offi- 
cers, with  himself.    They,  he  said,  had  been  recog- 
nised, and  received  into  tne  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  paid  for  services  and  losses  sustained 
in  this  way,  although  we  were  not  called  into  ser- 
vice by  any  authority  known  in  our  Government; 
we  were  driven  there,  each  one  by  the  impulse  of 
his  own  feelings.    The  enemy  were  sought,  and 
wherever  they  could  be  found  the  severest  chas- 
tisement was  inflicted.    These  volunteers  were  the 
first  from  our  State  in  battle ;  and  by  their  valor 
and  good  conduct  at  the  battles  of  Taltasatchee 
and  Talledega,  obtained  the  most  decisive  victo- 
ries over  the  savage  enemy  that  had  been  known 
in  the  annals  of  our  national  history.    They,  in- 
deed, were  the  first  to  give  military  character  to 
the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  repre- 
sent.   They  had  encountered  hardships,  dangers, 
and  sufferings  in  the  service,  on  this  campaign, 
that  were  unpleasant  to  think  of,  much  more  to 
relate,  and  had  fought  in  many  other  battles  in  the 
Creek  nation. 

These  same  young  men  were  also  the  first  who 
afterwards  rushed  to  the  defence  of  the  Southern 
frontier  when  invaded  by  the  combined  armies  of 
Europe  during  the  late  war ;  they  marched  with 
unexampled  speed  to  the  places  where  this  force 
was  expected  to  land,  to  Mobile.  Pensacola,  and 
lastly  to  New  Orleans,  where  tiiey  were  the  fllst 
to  engage  the  enemy,  on  the  night  of  the  33d  of 
DecemMT,  (a  moment,  he  said,  ever  to  be  remem- 
bered in  our  history,)  at  the  spot  where  the  hostile 
tread  of  the  enemy  made  the  first  impression  on  the 
sacred  soil  of  Western  America ;  ahd  here,  he  said, 
by  their  distinguished  gallantry  and  daring  intre- 
pidity, he  believed  they  saved  from  destruction  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  and  effected  thereby  the 
safely  of  the  whole  Western  country ;  and  not<r, 
he  said,  they  had  been  called  upon  to  embark  in 
this  Seminole  campaign,  by  the  same  officer  under 
whom  they  had  so  often  rallied,  and  under  whom 
they  had  so  often  fought  and  bled  in  their  country's 
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cause.  They  did  not  hesitate,  or  inquire  for  his 
authorityj  but  a^in  put  themselves  under  his  com- 
mand, with  their  usual  promptness ',  and,  although 
it  had  not  been  in  their  power  to  perform  as  im- 
portant services  as  on  former  occasions,  the  hard- 
ships and  dangers  they  encountered  were  not  much 
less,  he  was  informed,  than  had  been  encountered 
on  any  former  campaign.  Many  of  these  volun- 
teers, he  said,  were  poor,  and  unable  to  sustain 
such  losses.  He  believed  they  were  generally  so. 
Some  had  purchased  the  horses  they  had  lost  in 
service  on  credit,  and,  after  paying  every  cent  they 
had  received  from  the  Government  as  pay  for  their 
services,  as  well  as  for  the  use  of  their  horses,  are 
yet  in  debt,  and  were,  perhaps,  now  laboring  to 
pay  up  the  balance.  He  said  he  thought  this  a 
nard  case ;  they  had  evinced  their  patriotism  and 
attachment  to  the  Government  on  every  occasion 
that  had  offered,  and  he  thought,  if  the  claim  of 
any  one  part  of  the  citizens  oi  the  United  States 
was  entitled  to  a  more  liberal  consideration  than 
another  part,  it  was  that  of  these  sufferers  on  the 
Seminole  campaign.  However,  he  said,  for  his 
own  part,  he  did  not  think  their  case  required  the 
exercise  of  any  liberality,  believing,  as  he  did,  that 
it  was  founded  on  the  immutable  principles  of 
justice;  and  he  hoped,  therefore,  the  bill  would  not 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
bill  was  decided,  by  yeas  and  nays,  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  73,  nays 84, as  follows: 

Ybi.8— Messrs.  Adams,  Ball,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Bof- 
fom,  Burwell,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Case,  Cobb, 
Crafts,  Culbretb,  Culpeper,  Cothbert,  Dew itt,  Dickin- 
son, Eddy,  Ed  wsrds,  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Fay,  Folger,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Hall  of 
New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hall  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Hardin,  Hill,  Kendall,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Linn, 
Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclav,  McCoy,  Marchand,  Ma- 
son, R.  Moore,  Moseley,  Keale,  Nelson  of  Massachu- 
setts, Parker  of  Virginia,  Phelps,  Pindall,  Plumer, 
Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Robertson,  Ssmpson,  Saw- 
yer, Sergeant,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  North 
Carolina,  Southard,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont, 
Strong  of  New  York,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Tompkins, 
Trimble,  Tacker  of  Virginia,  Tyler,  Upharo,  Wen- 
dover.  Whitman,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and 
Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  New  York, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland, 
Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Barbour,  Beecher, 
Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brown,  Brush,  Bryan,  Burton, 
Batler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Cocke,  Cro- 
well,  Cosbman,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Earle,  Edwards 
of  Pennsylvania,  Fisher,  Foot,  Fullerton,  Garnett, 
Gross  of  New  York,  Hackley,  Hazard,  Hemphill, 
Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Holmes,  Hooks,  iios- 
Cetter,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Kinsey,  Little,  Lincoln, 
Livermore,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean 
of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  S.  Moore, 
Monell,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstreet,  Par- 
ker of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Ran- 
kin, Reed,  ^bea,  Rogers,  Ross,  Ross,  Settle,  Simkios, 
Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  oi  Maryland,  Ste- 
vens, Strother,  Sweariogen,  Tarr,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Van  Rensselaer,  Walker, 
Wallace,  and  Warfield. 


SPANISH  TREATY. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Presiuemt  of  tb£  United  States: 

To  the  House  oj  Rfpresentaiives  of  the  United  States  : 

I  transmit  to  CongreM  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  St. 
Petersburgh,  of  the  Ut  of  November  last,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  our  relatione  with  Spain,  indicating  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  respecting  the  non- 
ratification,  by  His  Cstbolic  Msjesty,  of  the  trea^ 
lately  concluded  between  the  United  States  and  Spain, 
and  the  strong  interest  which  His  Imperial  Majesty 
takes  in  promoting  the  ratification  of  that  ireatj.  Of 
this  friendly  disposition,  the  most  satisfactory  aasar- 
ance  has  been  since  given  directly  to  this  GoTernoMat 
by  the  Minister  of  Russia  residing  here. 

I  transmit,  also,  to  Congress,  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  tho  Minister  Plenipotentisrj  of  the  United  States, 
at  Madrid,  of  a  later  date  than  those  heretofore  com- 
municated; by  which  it  appears  that,  at  tiie  ioBtaace 
of  the  Cbarg^  des  Afiaires,  of  the  Emperor  of  Rossis, 
a  new  pledge  had  been  given  by  the  Spaniik  Govern- 
ment, that  the  Minister  who  had  been  lately  appoinied. 
to  the  United  States  should  set  out  on  hb  mitsion 
without  delsy,  with  full  powers  to  settle  all  dififerenccs 
in  a  manner  satisfsctory  to  the  parties. 

I  have  further  to  state  that  the  Govemmentt  of 
France  and  Great  Britain  continue  to  manifest  the 
sentiments  heretofore  communicated  respecting  the 
non-ratification  of  the  treaty  by  Spain,  and  to  inter- 
pose their  good  offices  to  promote  its  ratification. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  the  Governments  of  Franca 
and  Russia  have  expressed  an  earnest  desire  that  the 
United  States  would  take  no  step,  for  the  present,  on 
the  principle  of  reprisal,  which  might  poasibly  tend  to 
disturb  the  peace  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain.  There  is  good  csuse  to  presume,  from  the 
delicate  manner  in  which  this  sentiment  has  been 
conveyed,  that  it  is  founded  in  a  belief,  as  well  as  a 
desire,  that  our  just  objects  may  be  accomplished  with- 
out the  hszard  of  such  an  extremity. 

On  full  consideration  of  all  these  circumstsnces,  I 
have  thought  it  my  doty  to  submit  to  Congress  whe- 
ther it  will  not  be  advisable  to  postpone  a  decisioii  on 
the  questions  now  depending  with  Spain,  ootii  the 
next  session.    The  distress  of  thst  nation,  at  this 
juncture,  afibrds  a  motive  for  this  forbearanes,  which 
cannot  fail  to  be  duly  appreciated.    Under  sufAi  dt- 
ciunstances,  the  attention  of  the  Spanish  Govenim«nt 
may  be  diverted  from  its  foreign  concerns,  and  the 
arrival  of  a  Minister  here  be  longer  delayed.    I  am 
tho  more  induced  to  suggest  this  course  of  proceeding 
from  a  knowledge  that,  while  we  shall  thereby  make 
a  just  return  to  the  Powers  whose  good  offices  have 
been  acknowledged,  and  increase,  by  a  new  and  mg- 
nal  proof  of  moderation,  our  claims  on  Spaun,  our 
attitude  in  regard  to  her  will  not  be  less  favorable  at 
the  next  session  than  it  is  at  the  present 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washikotoit,  March  27,  1820. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documeDts 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  AfGuis. 

PROMULGATION  OP  THE  LAWS. 

The  engrossed  hill  to  amend  the  act  proFiding 
for  the  publication  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  a  third  time ;  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered  on  its  passage. 
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[This  bill  proposes  to  reduce  the  number  of  the 

?ublishers  of  the  laws  to  one  for  every  State  and 
>rritory,  and  to  reduce  the  allowance  for  the 
execution  of  the  work  to  about  one-half  of  its  pres- 
ent amount.] 

Hereupon  ensued  a  debate,  in  which  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  took  sides:  For  the  bill — ^Messrs. 
CuLPEPER,  PiNDALL,  and  Smith,  of  North  Caro- 
lina ;  against  the  bill,  Messrs.  Gannon,  M allary. 
Foot,  Simkins,  Little,  Settle,  Strother, 
Rhea,  and  Southard. 

The  debate  turned  on  the  question,  whether  the 
object  was  worth  a  continuation  of  the  present 
expenditure,  which  it  is  supposed  the  passage  of 
the  bill  will  reduce  by  three-iourths  of  its  amount. 
Those  who  opposed  the  bill  said,  that  they  were 
unwillinp^  to  diminish  the  newspaper  circulation 
among  the  people  of  the  laws  passed  for  their  gov- 
ernment ;  that  It  was  due  to  them  that  they  should 
at  least  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  what  the 
laws  were ;  that  tne  numl)er  of  printers  of  the 
laws  had,  in  this  view,  better  be  extended,  even  so 
as  to  include  all  the  printers  of  the  Unitea  States, 
than  reduced  to  the  number  of  twenty-five.  With 
a  view  to  economy,  it  was  said  that  a  pettv  saving 
of  five  or  six,  or  even  ten  thousand  dollars,  was 
nothing  compared  to  the  difi'usion  of  information 
among  the  people ;  and  the  amount  could  be  re- 
trenched on  almost  any  other  object  of  expendi- 
ture with  more  propriety  than  on  this.    It  would 
be  desirable,  it  was  said,  if  it  could  be  efiected,  to 
make  provision  that  every  free  man  in  the  Qov- 
emment  should  read  the  laws.    If  the  present  pub- 
lication of  the  laws  was  so  unimportant  as  to  allow 
Congress  to  reduce  the  number  of  papers  to  one 
in  each  State  and  Territory,  the  publication  of 
them  in  newspapers  had  better  be  entirely  dis- 
pensed with — tne  present  number  beinc  as  small 
as  possible,  with  a  view  to  any  thing  like  a  diffu- 
sion of  a  knowledge  of  the  laws  among  the  peo- 
Ele.    With  regard  to  the  argument  in  favor  oi  the 
ill,  that  it  went  to  reduce  the  patronage  of  the 
Department  of  State,  it  was  said  to  be  entitled  to 
little  weight ;  for  it  was  not  to  be  thought  that 
the  printers  were  to  be  influenced  improperly  by 
the  pittance  allowed  them  for  the  publication  of 
the  laws.    It  was  denied,  further,  that  the  printers 
would  voluntarily  publish  the  laws,  or  at  least 
such  of  them  as  were  important,  as  had  been  said, 
without  compensation.    But,  were  it  otherwise^  it 
was  argued,  there  was  no  propriety  in  submitting 
to  the  printer  the  decision  of  the  question,  which 
of  the  laws  were,  and  which  were  not,  impor- 
tant ;  which  were,  and  which  were  not,  worthy  of 
being  known  to  tne  people.    That  the  interest  of 
the  whole  people,  in  tne  operation  of  the  laws,  the 
agency  of  their  Representatives  in  passing;  them, 
their  political  right  to  investigate  and  judge  of 
them  when  passed,  all  required  a  wide  diffusion 
of  the  laws:  and  that  to  this  end  the  present  num- 
ber of  publishers  of  the  laws,  three  in  each  State, 
was  not  too  laree,  but  rather  too  small  a  propor- 
tion of  the  whole  number  of  newspapers  printed 
in  the  United  States. 

The  vole  on  the  question  stood ; — For  the  bill 
seventy-nine,  against  it,  seventy-eight,  as  follows : 


YcAS — Mewrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
neaaee,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ba- 
ker, Baldwin,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Beecher,  Bloomfield, 
Brevard,  Brown,  Barton,  Burwell,  Butler  of  New 
Hampshire,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Culpepcr, 
Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ed- 
wards of  North  Carolina,  Ftey,  Floyd,  Forrest,  Hall  of 
New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hardin,  Hemphill,  Her- 
rick,  Hooks,  Hostettcr,  Kendall,  Kinsley,  Linn,  Ma- 
clay,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentoeky,  Marchand,  Mer- 
cer, JAetcalf,  Moselej,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Overstreet,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson, 
Phelps,  Pindall,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Robertson, 
Sawyer,  8haw,  Slocumb,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith 
of  North  Carolina,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of 
Vermont,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Tracvt  Trim- 
ble, Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Upham  Van  Rensselaer,  War&eld,  Whitman, 
and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  New  York,  Ander- 
son, Ball,  Bateman,  Boden,  Brush,  Bryan,  Buffum, 
Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Case,  Clsgett, 
Clark,  Cttlbreth,  Cnshman,  Darlington,  Dewitt,  Dick- 
inson, Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Ervin, 
Fisher,  Foot,  Ford,  Fuller,  Fullerton,  Garnett,  Gross 
of  New  York,  Hackley,  Hall  of  N.  Carolina,  Hazard, 
Hendricka,  Hill,  Holmes,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent, 
Kinsey,  Lathrop,  Little,  Lincoln,  Lyman,  McCreary, 
McLane  of  Delaware,  M allary,  Mason,  Meigs,  8. 
Moore,  Morton,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Parker  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Philson,  Pitcher,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rog- 
ers, Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Silabee, 
Simkins,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Southard,  Strong  of  New  York,  Strother,  Tarr, 
Tomlinson,  Walker,  Wallace,  Wendover,  and  Wood* 

So  the  bill  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 


TuEsnAY,  March  28. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  J.  S.  Williams,  of  the  late  firm  of  Stull  and 
Williams,  explanatory  of  the  sale  or  loan  of  gun- 

gowder  made  by  the  Ordnance  department  to  that 
rm.  in  the  year  1818  \  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  tne  table. 

Mr.  Bates  presented  a  petition  of  the  members 
of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  praying 
that  the  lands  in  said  Territory  lying  on,  and  ad- 
jacent to,  the  river  Mississippi,  may  oe  surveyed , 
and  offered  for  sale. — Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report 
on  the  petition  of  James  Greer  \  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  further 
to  suspencL  for  a  limited  time,  the  sale  or  forfeiture 
of  lands  for  failure  in  completing  the  payment 
thereon  ;"  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  House 
do  now  proceed  to  consider  the  resolution  submitted 
by  him  on  the  23d  instant,  for  the  appointment  of 
a  joint  committee  to  consider  and  report  what 
business  is  necessary  to  be  done  before  the  dose 
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of  the  present  session.     The  motion  was  nega- 
tived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Abbot,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  passing  a  law  pointing  out  under 
what  circumstances,  and  by  what  means,  private 
property  may  be  taken  for  public  use,  under  the 
emereexicy  of  war,  and  regulating  the  manner  by 
which  just  compensation  may  be  made  for  the 
same ;  also,  to  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  sol- 
diers may  be  quartered  in  any  house  without  the 
consent  of  the  owner,  in  time  of  war.       ^ 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Speaker  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Taylor  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  the  state  of  the 
Union  under  consideration,  and  directed  him  to 
report  their  agreement  to  the  resolution  submitted 
by  Mr.  Cobb  on  the  24th  of  January  last,  proposing 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  to  prohibit  the  anpointment  of  inembers 
of  Congress  to  offices,  witn  amendments ;  as^  also, 
their  agreement  to  the  resolution  from  the  Senate, 
"  proBOK^ing  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  if ni ted  States,  as  it  respects  the  choice  of  Klec 
tors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  election  of  Representatives  in  the 
Coitt;ress  of  the  United  States." 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon 
the  state  of  the  Union ;  whereupon  it  was  ordered, 
that  the  said  resolutions  severally  lie  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  Clay  laid  on  the  table  the  following  reso- 
lutions : 

1 .  Resohedy  That  the  Constitotion  of  the  United 
States  vests  in  Congreas  the  power  to  dispose  of  the 
territory  belonging  to  them,  and  that  no  treaty  pur- 
porting to  alienate  any  portion  thereofis  valid  without 
the  concnrrence  of  Congress. 

8.  Rewlvedt  That  the  equivalent  proposed  to  be 
given  by  Spain  to  the  United  States,  in  the  treaty 
concluded  between  them,  on  the  22d  day  of  February, 
]819,  for  that  part  of  Louisiana  lying  west  of  the  Sa- 
bine, was  inadequate ;  and  that  it  woald  be  inexpedi- 
ent to  BMike  a  transfer  thereof  to  any  foreign  Power, 
or  to  renew  the  aforesaid  treaty. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
affording  some  pecuniary  relief  to  the  widow  and 
children  of  John  Heaps,  mail  carrier,  killed  by  the 
persons  who  recently  robbed  the  United  States 
mail  near  Baltimore. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
THE  United  States,  which  is  as  follows : 

To  the  House  of  ReprtBentaiivts : 

I  transmit  to  the  Hoase  of  Representatives,  in  pur- 
suance of  their  resolution  of  the  3l8t  of  January  last, 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the 
documents  which  accompanied  it. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  Message  was  read,  and,  together  with  the 
report  therein  communicated,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting^  sun- 
dry statements  in  relation  to  the  privateer  pensicHi 
fund,  which  have  been  prepared  in  obedience  to 
the  resolution  of  the  15th  instant ;  which  ^was  or- 
dered to  He  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Cominittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  on  the  petition  of  William  Henderson,  on 
the  report  of  the  same  committee  oj3  the  petition 
of  Elias  Parks,  and  on  the  bill  for  therelief  of  Jacob 
Kunkopot  and  others,  of  the  Stockbridg^  tribe  of 
Indians  ^  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Sp£aker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Seargsakt 
reported  the  agreement  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  the  resolution  contained  in  the  rqport  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Wil- 
lijim  Henderson,  with  an  amendment,  and  asi:ed 
leave  for  the  Committee  to  sit  again  on  the  remain- 
ing report  and  bill. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  had  leave  to  sit 
again  on  the  said  report  and  bill,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 

WfiPNCSDAY,  March  29. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  the  ad- 
justment of  land  claims  in  thfe  State  of  Louiaana  " 
m  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Jenifer  T.  Sprigg,  reported  a  bill  for  regulation 
the  manner  of  settling  the  accounts  of  the  several 
deputy  surveyors  in  the  Missouri  and  Arkansas 
Territories ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is 
committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^*An 
act  making  further  provision  for  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands." 

REVOLUTIONARY  F£NSION& 

Mr.  Stobbs^  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  provide  for  certain  nersons  engaged  in  the 
land  and  naval  service  oi  the  United  States  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,"  by  leave  of  the  House, 
reported  a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  '^Ad 
act  to  provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the 
land  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,"  passed  on  the  18th  day  of 
March,  1818 ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table.    The  bill  is  as  follows : 

A  Bill  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  <*An  act  to  provide 

for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  na^al 

service  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Revolutionary 

war,"  paaaed  on  the  18th  day  of  March,  1818. 

Be  it  enacted,  ff-c,  That  no  person  who  now  is  or 

hereafter  may  be,  placed  on  the  pension   list  of  the 

United  States,  by  virtue  of  the  act  entitled  *'An  act  to 

provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and 

naval  service  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Revolutionaiy 

war,"  passed  the  18th  day  of  March,  1818,  shall,  after 

the  payment  of  that  part  of  the  pension  which  became 

due  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1820,  continue  to  receive 

the  pension  granted  by  the  said  ac^  until  he  shaiJ  have 
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exhibited  to  tome  court  of  record  in  the  coitnty,  city, 
or  borough,  ia  which  he  resides,  a  schedule  subscribed 
by  him,  containing  bis  whole  estate  and  income  (his 
necessary  clothing  and  bedding  excepted,)  and  shall 
have  (before  the  said  court  or  some  one  of  the  judges 
thereof)  taken  and  subscribed  and  produced  to  the 
said  court  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit :  **  I, 
A  B,  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm,  as  the  case  may  be,) 
that  I  was  a  resident  cittsen  of  the  United  States  on 
the  18th  day  of  March,  1818,  and  that  I  have  notsince 
that  time,  by  gill,  sale,  or  in  any  manner  whatever, 
disposed  of  my  property,  or  any  part  thereof,  with 
intent  thereby  so  to  diminish  it  as  to  bring  myself! 
within  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  'entitled 
'An  act  to  provide  for  oertain  persons  engaged  in  the 
land  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
Revolotionaiy  war/  passed  on  the  18th  day  of  March, 
1818,  and  that  I  have  not,  nor  has  any  person  in  trust 
for  me,  any  projperty  or  securities,  contracts,  or  debts 
due  ta  me,  nor  have  I  any  income  other  than  what  is 
contained  in  Uie  schedule  hereto  annexed,  and  by  me 
subscribed  ;'*  nor  until  such  person  shall  have  delivered 
or  caused  to  be  delivered,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  a 
copy  of  the  aforesaid  schedule  and  oath  or  affirmation, 
certified  by  the  clerk  of  the  court  to  which  the  said 
schedule  was  delivered,  together  with  the  opinion  of 
the  said  court,  also  certified  by  their  clerk,  of  the  value 
ofthe  property  contained  in  the  said  schedule:  Pronded, 
That  m  evwy  case  in  which  the  pensioner  may  be  in- 
sane, the  court  may  receive  the  said  schedule  without 
the  aforesaid  oath  or  affirmation,  from  .the  committee 
or  other  person  anthoriied  to  take  c«ic  of  snch  in- 
sane person. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  l?hatthe  original 
schedule  and  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  filed  in  the 
clerk's  office  of  the  court  to  which  the  schedule  and 
oath  or  affirmation  aforesaid  shall  be  exhibited,  and 
any  person  who  shall  swear  or  affifsi  falsely  in  the 
premises,  and  be  thereof  convicted,  tball  snfier  as  for 
wilful  and  corrupt  peijury. 

Sxc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  on  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  copy  of  the  schedule  and  oath  or  affirma- 
tion aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  War  Department  to  cause  to  be  struck  from  the 
list  of  pensioners  under  the  said  act,  the  name  of  such 
person,  in  case  the  said  person  shall  not,  in  his  opinion, 
be  in  3uch  indigent  circumstances  as  to  be  unable  to 
support  himself  without  the  assistanQe  of  his  country. 

WILUAM  HENBSRSON. 

The  House  took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims  on  the  case  of  William  Henderson,  of 
Virginia,  which  was  disoussed  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  yesterday. 

The  Uommittee  of  Claims  recommend  that  the 
claim  be  rejected.  The  decision  of  that  committee 
was  reversed  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  who 
reported  a  resolution  that  the  claim  ought  to  be 
granted. 

The  question  which  recurred  was  to  concur  in 
this  reversal.  On  this  question  a  debate  ensued, 
which  continued  with  ereat  animation  for  more 
than  two  hours>--and  ^en  taken  was  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows :  For  concurrence  in  the 
amendment  68,  against  it  90. 

Mr.  Stores  then  moved  an  amendment^  the 
object  of  which  Was  to  compensate  the  petitioner 
for  his  dwelling-house  and  kitchen,  valued  at  nine 


hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  This  motion  was  re- 
jected— yeas  72,  nays  73. 

Mr.  Ball  renewed  the  motion  so  far  as  respected 
the  dwelling-house,  which  was  carried — ^yeas  74, 
nays  72. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  agree  to  the 
resolution  aa  thus  amended,  and  lost — ^yeas,  71, 
nays  76. 

The  resolution,  as  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  that  the  prayer  of  tne  petitioner 
be  rejected,  was  tnen  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Ma.  BANDOLPH  AND  GALES  dt  SB  AXON. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  rose,  and,  after  a  speech  of 
upwards  of  an  hour  in  length,  submitted  the  ibl- 
lowing  resolution : 

*' Received,  That  Uales  dt  Seaton,  Editors  of  the 
National  Intelligencer,  be  excluded  from  this  House 
as  reporters.'' 

Mr.  Strother  and  Mr.  Pindall  made  several 
observations,  which  were  not  healrd  by  the  person 
giving  this  sjcetch. 

Mr.  Brush,  of  Ohio,  however,  rose,  and  with 
some  warmth  defended  the  persons  against  whom 
the  proposition  was  directed,  on  the  ground  that 
there  was  no  charge  brought  against  them,  without 
which  he  could  not  condemn  or  pass  censure  upon 
the  meanest  individual  in  the  land;  and  called 
upon  Mr.  R.  to  put  in  a  specification  of  his  com- 
plaint. 

Mr.  Randolph  did  so,  and  ultimately  modified 
his  proposition,  so  as  to  read  as  follows,  supporting 
it  at  the  same  time  in  a  speech  of  considerable 
length : 

Rccolved,  That  Gales  6t  Seaton,  having  published 
an  incorrect  report  of  the  proceedings  of  this  House  of 
the  23d  [instant]  not  from  their  own  view  and  hearing 
thereof*  but  on  the  representation  of  some  unknown 
person,  whose  name  they  have  refused  to  give,  wbsn 
thereto  required  by  a  member  from  Virginia— 

Therefore,  resolved.  That,  unless  they  give  up  the 
author  of  such  report,  Gales  dc  Seaton,  Editors  of  the 
National  Intelligencer,  be  excluded  from  this  House  as 
leportars  of  the  pioceedings  thereof. 

Mr.  Pindall  spoke  at  considerable  length  on  the 
subiect ;  after  which,  the  question  on  the  above 
modified  proposition  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows : 

Y'Sis^-Messrs.  Bayly,  Floyd,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Pindall,  Randolph,  Robertson,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia, 
and  Strother— 8. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Alien  of  New 
Vork,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Mary* 
land,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Bar- 
bour, Bateman,  Beecber,  Boden,  Brown,  Brush,  Bryan, 
Bufliim,  BurwsII,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butier 
of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cocke, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Crowell,  Culbretb,  Culpeper,  Gusbman, 
Darlington,  Davidson,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Eddy,  Bd- 
wards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Fay,  Fisber,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Ful- 
lerton,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania, 
Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hor- 
din,  Hazard,  Hempbill,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibsh- 
man,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jones  of  Ten- 
nessee, Kendall,  Kent,  Ktnsey,  Kinsley,  Latbrop.  Lit- 
tle,   Lincohi,   Linn,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  Lyman, 
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Maclay,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Meech,  Meigs,  Mercer, 
Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton,  Moseley,  Murray, 
Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Massa* 
cbusetts,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson,  Phelps  Philson, 
Plumer,  Quarles,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rich,  Rich- 
ards, Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Saw- 
yer, Sergeant,  Settle,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Slocumb, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingen, 
Tarr,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Warfield,  Wendovcr,  Whitman,  Williams  of 
North  Carolina,  and  Wood — 140. 

So  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  was  negatived.* 


Thursday,  March  30. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Slocumb,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  having  a  lighthouse  built  at  Ocracock 
Inlet,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbridge,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  to  Robert  Smart  one  hun- 
dred dollars  for  a  horse,  and  ninety  dollars  for 
boards,  which  horse  and  boards  were  impressed  for 
the  public  use. 

Mr.  Sawyer  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Reaolvedt  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  such  offices  of  the 
cuiAoms  as  it  may  be  proper  to  suppress  in  conse- 
quence of  their  unproductiveness,  their  inutility,  or 
from  any  other  cause ;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise. 

[^  From  the  National  IntolUgenoer  of  Wsdnssday,  Ifareh  29.] 

An  incident  occurred  yesterday,  in  the  House  o^ 
fiepreaentatives,  which,  being  rather  out  of  the  com- 
mon line,  and  concerning  ourselves,  is  entitled  to  a  sep- 
arate notice  from  the  editors. 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  made  a  motion  (o  the 
following  effect,  if  not  in  the  following  words: 

**  That  GaU9  4"  Seaton,  Editore  of  the  National 
Liteiligencer,  be  excluded  from  the  hall  of  this  House 
as  Reporters,^* 

Such  a  motion,  found  on  the  Journals  of  the  House, 
though  ultimately  rejected,  as  we  were  sure  it  would  be 
by  a  large  majority,  might  not  perhaps  add  to  our  rep- 
utation in  the  eyes  of  those  who  come  alter  us ;  yet,  for 
the  present  generation,  we  trust  our  good  name  is  be- 

Jrond  the  reach  of  either  motions  or  speeches  in  any 
egislative  body.  Having  received,  however,  so  dis- 
tinguished an  honor,  it  is  proper  we  should  take  some 
notice  of  it. 

The  ground  of  this  motion,  it  appears,  is  an  alleged 
inaccuracy  in  the  report  of  a  certain  proceeding  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  Thursday  last  Before 
proceeding  further  it  is  as  well  to  state,  that  it  is  ab- 
surd to  hold  that  conductors  of  newspapers  are  bound 
to  publish  more  than  they  know,  or  even  more  than 
they  choose ;  and  that  it  is  enough,  if  they  inadvert- 
ently err,  cheerfully  to  correct  the  error,  on  proper  rep- 
resentations thereof  being  made  to  them. 

On  Sunday  morning  last,  then,  the  fbllowlng  note 
was  received  at  our  office : 
7b  the  EdUors  of  the  Natumal  Ihtelligeneer  .- 

Messrs.  Galea  &  Seaton :  On  Thnnday  laat  I  took 


In  submitting  the  resolution,  Mr.  S.  said  he 
would  barely  observe  that  its  adoption  was  so  ur- 
gently called  for,  both  from  the  situation  of  the 
Treasury,  as  well  as  from  the  disproportion  be- 
tween the  services  rendered,  and  the  salaries  re- 
ceived, by  the  officers  whose  posts  were  contem- 
plated to  be  suppressed,  that  he  was  surprised  the 
subject  had  not  been  proposed  to  this  House  be- 
fore. If  the  resolution  were  adopted,  Mr.  S.  was 
sure  a  saving  might  be  annually  made  of  7  <? 
8,000  dollars  without  the  least  detriment  to  the 
public. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  Secretary  far 
the  Department  of  the  Navy  was  directed  to  in- 
form this  House  whether  the  commander  of  the 
Ontario,  during  her  late  cruise  in  the  Pacific 
ocean,  received  any  present  from  the  Viceroy  of 
Lima,  and,  if  he  did,"  what  disposition  has  been 
made  thereof;  whether  he  received  on  board  the 
Ontario  any  citizens  or  subjects  of  a  foreign 
Power,  and  any  money  or  effects  belonging  to 
foreign  subjects  or  citizens,  to  be  transpoiied  uom 
one  foreign  port  to  another ;  if  such  foreign  sub- 
jects were  so  received,  whether  any  of  them  were 
m  the  military  or  naval  service  of^a  Government 
engaged  in  war;  if  any  money  or  effects  were  so 
transported,  whether  any  freight  was  received  on 
that  account;  and  whether  any,  and  what,  in- 
structions have  been  given  by  the  Department  of 
the  Navy  respecting  the  transportation  in  public 
ships  of  the  Unitecf  States  of  passengers,  mcmey, 
or  effects. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  *^An  act  sop- 
plementary  to  the  several  acts  for  the  adjustment 

particular  notice  that  there  was  no  reporter  in  the 
House.  I  am,  therefore,  surprised,  as  well  as  shocked, 
to  find  the  report  (such  as  it  is)  of  the  proceedingi 
relative  to  the  late  Stephen  Decatur,  Esq.,  of  the  Uaited 
States  Navy,  and  request  to  be  informed  how  it  foood 
its  way  into  your  paper.    Your  ob't  servant, 

J.  RANDOLPH, 
Satukdat,  March  26.  Of  Roanoke. 

The  first  emotion  of  the  editors,  on  reading  this  note, 
was  that  of  surprise;  no  intimation  having  been  re- 
ceived, from  any  other  quarter,  either  before  or  since 
the  receipt  of  the  above  note,  of  the  least  incorrectness 
in  our  account  of  the  proceedings.  With  that  coar* 
tesy,  however,  which,  if  not  our  duty,  it  has  always 
been  our  wish  to  observe  towards  those  who  address 
us  on  matters  of  business,  the  following  answer  was  re^ 
turned  to  Mr.  Randolph's  note : 

SuiTDAT,  March  26,  28SO. 
Hon.  John  Randolph. 

Sir :  The  report,  to  which  yon  refer  in  yoor  note  of 
the  25th,  was  derived  from  sources  entitled  to  high 
credit ;  particular  care  being  taken  not  to  impute  V» 
you  any  language  which  might  be  subject  to  misrepre- 
sentation. Your  speech  on  the  following  day  was  re- 
ported, and  will  be  submitted  to  yon  for  revision  whea 
transcribed.     Very  respectfully,  dec. 

GALES  &  SEATON. 

These  two  notes  are  only  introduced  to  the  public 
eye,  because  a  part  of  our  note  was  referred  to  by  Hr. 
Randolph,  in  introducing  his  motion  yesterday,  and 
becanse  they  serve  to  show  the  grounds  of  his  motioo* 
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of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  LouisiaDa,''  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
tliat  the  Seaate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  apportioning  the  Representatives  in  the 
Seventeentn  Congress,  to  be  elected  in  the  States 
of  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;"  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
tiouse. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee ;  and  Messrs.  Houcbs,  Mabon,  Hill, 
Shaw,  and  Wbitman,  were  appointed  the  said 
committee. 

The  biU  for  the  Velief  of  John  A.  Dix  then 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  being 
supported  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina, 
and  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a  general  abstract 
of  the  imlitia  of  &e  United  States,  in  pursuance 
of  the  act  of  March  the  3d,  1803— -Read. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  "An  act  macififf  appropriations  for  the 
military  service  of  the  l^itea  States  for  the  year 
1820,"  with  amendments.  They  have  also  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
sufferers  by  fire  at  Savannah,  in  Georgia ;''  and  a 
joint  resoiUtioD,  directing  tne  President  of  the 
Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  adjourn  their  respective  Houses  on 
Monday  the  24th  of  April  next;  in  which  amend- 
ments, bill,  and  resolution,  they  ask  the  concur- 
reno;^  of  this  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  be  discharged  from  the 

The  facts  in  regard  to  the  oecoant  of  proceedings, 
to  which  exceptions  have  been  taken,  are  nmply  these. 
The  editors  of  this  paper  have  at  times  other  matters 
to  attend  to,  of  some  importance  to  their  readers  as 
well  OS  to  themselves,  besides  observing  and  noting 
the  proceedings  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress.  It  so 
happened,  that  he  who  attended  the  Representatives' 
Hall  on  that  day,  having  been  otherwise  ocenpied,  did 
not  reach  the  Hoase  until  half  an  hoar  after  the  sit- 
ting commenced,  when  the  yeas  and  nays  were  in  the 
act  of  being  recorded  by  the  Clerk,  on  the  qoestion  of 
adjournment.  Desirous  of  properly  stating  what  had 
taken  place,  inlorfflfttion  was  sought  for»  collected,  and 
arranged  with  unusual  care  to  avoid  error ;  and,  with 
a  particular  desire  to  guard  against  the  possibility  of 
misstating  any  part  of  Mr.  Randolph's  language,  it 
was  stated  so  generally  as  not  to  be  capable  of  mis- 
apprehension. Had  any  gentleman,  whose  name 
was  mentioned  in  the  account  of  that  day's  proceed- 
ings, pointed  out  an  error  in  respect  to  himself,  it 
would  at  the  time  have  been,  according  to  our  invari- 
able usage,  promptly, acknowledged  and  corrected.  It 
shall  yet  be.  What  We  did  not  know,  we  could  not 
state.  If  any  thing  material  was  shown  to  be  omitted, 
the  defect  would  have  been  supplied ;  and  it  shall  yet  be. 

The  motion  above  stated,  was  proposed  by  Mr.  8ti»- 
ther,  of  Virginia,  to  be  amended,  by  adding  thereto 
words  to  the  following  elleet: 

**  Unle*9  the  infirmoHon  nquind  by  ibegenikman 
from  Virgimat  u /urni$h4d  Af  io^monvw  fiwmii^*^* 
16th  Con,  1st  Sbsb.— 54 


consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  take  possession  of 
East  and  West  Florida,  and  establish  a  temporary 
government  therein,  and  tliat  it  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Nicholas  Vreeland,  deceased."  The 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
*'An  act  authorizing  pavinent  to  be  made  for  cer- 
tain muskets  impressea  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States."  The  bill  was  reported  with  an 
amendment :  which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House, 
and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate^  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Cassin,  widow  ai|d 
administratrix  of  Patrick  Cassin,  deceased."  The 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Swartwout." 
The  bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  an4 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Conmiittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Harding,  GiloB 
Harding,  John  Shute,  and  John  Nichols."  The 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordeeod 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 

Whereupon,  we  understand,  Mr.  R.,  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  a  friend,  withdrew  his  motion,  to  give  an  op* 
portunity,  before  renewing  it,  to  us  to  disclose  to  him 
the  names  of  those  who  furnished  us  with  an  account 
of  the  proceeding  referred  to  in  his  note  as  above. 

As  we  are  persuaded  that  Mr.  8trotber  is  not,  either 
vrith  or  without  motive,  unfriendly  to  us,  nor  yet  to 
the  freedom  of  the  press,  but  the  contrary,  we  will 
only  say  of  his  suggestion  that,  followed  up,  it  would 
lead  him  into  a  labyrinth  of  doctrines,  dangerous  In 
the  eitreme  to  the  rights  of  the  dtiaen,  and  which  he 
would  be  the  first  to  disdaim. 

With  respect  to  the  admission  into  the  Hall  of  Rep- 
resentatives, it  is  a  privilege  to  which,  we  trust,  we 
give  its  due  importance.  But,  were  it  ten  times  more 
valuable  than  it  is,  the  menace  of  exclusion  from  the 
Hall  would  not  induce  us  to  swerve,  on  this  ocoaaioB, 
from  our  duty ;  which  is,  to  resut  everjr  attempt,  fran 
whatever  quarter,  to  invade  the  privilege*  of  thi 
press. 

It  will  be  merely  decorous  in  ns  voluntarily  to  ex- 
clude omselves  from  the  Hall,  until  the  question  on 
Mr.  Randolph's  motion  is  settled,  if  it  is  to  be  settled 
at  all,  by  a  vote  of  the  House. 

We  shall  endeavor,  however,  to  give  oar  readers  an 
idea  of  what  is  going  on  there  meanwhile;  and,  if  we 
do  not  give  the  speeches  of  the  meokbers,  we  shall  at 
least  have  the  sa&tfiiction  of  beiDg  sure  that  we  have 
not  nustaksn  their  meaning. 
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''An  act  aathorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
issue  letters  patent  to  Richard  Wilcox."  The 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  S.  Delisle,  Ed- 
ward B.  Dudley,  and  John  M.  Van  Cleef."  The 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  President,  Directors, 
and  Company,  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  New- 
port, in  Rhode  Island."  The  bill  was  reported 
without  amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jennings  0*Bannon." 
The  bill  was  reported  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  amend  the  said  bill,  by 
transposing  the  words  <m  the  exMhUion  of  proper 
vonchersy  from  the  place  in  which  they  stand,  to 
come  in  next  after  the  words  Treasury  DepartTMtU, 

And,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative,  and  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

SALE  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  fur- 
ther to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  sale  or  for- 
feiture of  land  for  failure  in  completing  the  pay- 
ment thereon,"  was  read  the  jthird  time ;  and  the 
question  was  stated,  Shall  it  pass  7  when 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  S  locum b  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table ;  which  was  opposed  by  Mr.  An- 
derson. 

A  short  debate  then  arose  involving  the  merits 
of  the  bill,  which  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Har- 
din, Fuller,  Brush,  Hill,  Storrs,  Campbell, 
Lowndes,  Rankin,  Beecher,  and  Cook,  and  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Cobb  and  Slocumb. 

The  ground  on  which  the  bill  was  supported, 
was,  generally,  that  the  induU^ence,  propooied  to  be  , 
extended  by  this  bill,  had  been  granted  for  so 
foanv  successive  years,  that  it  had  been  confi- 
dently calculated  upon  by  the  purchasers  of  the 
publie  lands ;  and  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
circumstances  of  the  present  times  which  made  the 
indulgence  less  necessary  than  hitherto,  but  rather 
the  contrary.  It  was  not  denied  that  this  indul- 
gence ought  to  cease,  but,  it  was  said,  it  ought  not 
to  cease  without  some  previous  intimation  of  the 
intention  of  Congress  m  this  respect — such,  for 
example,  as  would  be  given  b^  the  passage  of  the 
bill  now  depend inff  for  changing  the  mode  of  dis- 
posing of  the  pubfic  lands. 

The  bill  was  opposed  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
time  to  change  a  system  which  daily  augmented 
the  debt  due  to  the  Treasury,  and  kept  from  it  so 
laige  an  amount  of  money,  at  a  time  when  the 
Treasury  is  certainly  not  overflowing.  Some  re- 
lief, probably,  was  necessary,  but  it  was  worthy  of 
■nquiry  whether  it  could  not  be  better  given  m  a 
different  form.    If  such  a  bill  as  this  was  to  pass 


at  this  session,  however^  it  was  contended  that  it 
ou^ht  to  be  delayed  until  the  system  could  be  a- 
amined,  with  a  view  to  a  remeay  of  what  was  cer 
tainly  an  evil,  the  progress  of  which  oaght  to  I 
arrested. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  wa 
overruled ;  and  it  was  finally  passed,  not  withif: 
opposition,  but  without  a  division,  and  retuniec  r 
the  Senate. 

REMISSION  OF  DUTIES. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Comm::- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  k 
the  relief  of  certain  persons  who  have  paid  dolib 
on  certain  eoods  imported  16 to  Castine. 

This  bill  embraces  a  case,  in  which,  on  the  rt- 
delivery  of  Castine  to  the  United  States  at  tk 
close  of  the  late  war,  certain  foreign  goods  wen 
found  there,  and  duties  thereon  were  levied  by  the 
collector  of  the  United  States,  though  the  same 
goods  had  previously  paid  the  duties  levied  there- 
on by  the  British  authorities.  Most  of  the  per- 
sons concerned  resisted  the  payment  demanded  by 
the  United  States  ofi^cers ;  and,  by  a  recent  decis- 
ion of  the  Supreme  Court,  they  are  exempted  from 
the  payment,  on  the  ground  of  national  law.— 
Some,  however,  did  pay  their  bonds;  and  this  bill 
proposes,  in  order  to  place  them  on  the  same  foot- 
ing as  those  who  resisted  the  payment,  to  refund 
from  the  Treasury  the  amount  of  those  bonds. 

On  this  bill  a  debate  took  place,  it  being  oppose<i 
by  Messr.<«.  Holmes  and  Rhea,  and  supported  h) 
Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland,  Sergeant,  Silbb££« 
and  Mason.  Messrs.  Tyler  and  Barbour  a>- 
siened  the  reasons  why  they  should  vote  for  ihf 
bul ;  yet  disapproving  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  which  appeared  to  make  its  passage  neces- 
sary, with  a  view  to  equity  and  justice. 

The  bill  was  opposed  on  the  ground  that,  in  aL 
probabilitv,  the  ^oods  in  question  had  been  im- 
ported either  during  the  war,  to  be  smuggled  into 
the  United  Stales — or,  after  the  concfuxioji  of 
peace,  but  before  the  place  was  given  up^  m1»o  with 
a  view  to  their  being  conveyed  into  the  United 
States,  and  thus  to  evade  the  duties  which  would 
have  been  payable  had  they  been  legally  imported 
into  the  United  States.  It  such  were  the  tact,  it 
was  said  that  the  duties  ouj^ht  not  to  be  refunded. 

The  discussion  resulted  in  the  Committee^s  ris- 
ing and  reporting  the  bill,  and  obtaining  leave  to 
sit  again. 


Frioat,  March  31. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  *^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P.  Des- 
londe,"  made  a  detailed  report  thereon,  recom- 
niending  that  the  said  bill  be  postponed  indefi- 
nitely; which  report  and  bill  were  ordered  to  Ue 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  ALEZANnsa  Smyth,  from  the  Coaimiitee 
on  Military  Affairs,  who  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the 
payment  of  a  gun  and  gun-carria^  taken  by  the 
enemy  at  the  battle  of  North  Pomt,  on  the  i2th 
September,  1814,  made   an  unfavorable   report 
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thereon;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
biii,  entitled  '*An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  1820,"  were  read,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^^An  act  for 
the  relief  of  certain  sufferers  by  fire  at  Savannah, 
in  Georgia,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate,  fixing  a  period 
for  the  termination  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  and  representatives  of  Nicholas  Vreeland, 
deceased^  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  ques- 
tion havmg  been  put  on  its  passage — 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  bill  do  lie  on  the 
table ;  which  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  Shall  it  pass? 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  rose,  and,  after  a  speech  of 
some  length,  to  enforce  the  propriety  of  a  respect- 
ful observance  of  this  day,  (Good  Friday,)  and  of 
the  duties  connected  with  it — ^moved  that  when 
the  House  adjourn  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday 
next,  with  an  intimation  that  if  the  motion  should 
prevail,  he  would  forthwith  follow  it  with  a  mo- 
tion for  adjournment. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  over  to  Monday  was 
negatived. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  moved  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

This  motion  was  also  negatived — about  twenty 
rising  in  favor  of  it. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles, 
to  wit:  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Dix;  An 
act  authorizing  payment  to  be  made  for  certain 
muskets  impressed  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  (as  amended ;)  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  John  O'Conner,  deceased; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Marv  Cassin,  widow  and 
administratrix  of  Patrick  Cfassin,  deceased ;  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Swartwout;  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  Harding,  Giles  Harding, 
John  Shute,  and  John  Nicholas ;  An  act  author- 
izing the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  letters  patent 
to  Richard  Wilcox ;  and  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Jennings  O'Bannon ;  were  severally  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

IMPORTATION  OP  SLAVES. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Delble,  Dudley,  and 
Van  Cleef,  being  read  a  third  time,  and  the  ques- 
tion stated  on  its  passage — 

Mr.  CocKB  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

[This  is  a  case  in  which  the  forfeiture  has  been 
incurred  by  the  importation  of  six  domestic  ser- 
vants (slaves)  by  a  captain  of  a  vessel  from  a  for- 
eign port — he  bemg  omciallv  assured  by  the  Consul 
or  the  United  States  resioent  there,  in  writing, 
that  there  was  nothing  in  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  forbidding  the  importation  of  family  slaves, 


by  a  person  importing  himself  into  the  United 
States.  The  bill  proposes  a  remission  of  the  for- 
feiture thus  incurred  without  any  intent  to  violate 
the  law.] 

The  motion  to  postpone  brought  on  a  debate  of 
considerable  extent  on  the  merits  of  the  bill ;  in 
which  Messrs.  Slocumb,  Foot,  Settle,  McLanb^ 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Brush,  Tomlinbon,  Whit- 
man, Storrs,  Trimble,  Rhea,  Fuller,  TAVLOHy 
and  Livermorb.  took  part. 

Mr.  Foot,  ot  Connecticut,  said,  the  extreme 
anxiety  and  impatience  of  gentlemen  to  pass  the 
bill  under  consideration  had  surprised  him.  Six 
weeks,  said  he,  have  been  spent  on  a  subject  involv- 
ing no  principle  which  can  compare,  in  point  of 
importance,  with  this  bill.  The  Missouri  question 
did  not  involve  the  question  of  freedom  or  slave- 
ry, but  merely  whether  slaves  now  in  the  coun- 
try might  be  permitted  to  reside  in  the  proposed 
new  State  ;  and  whether  Congress  or  Missouri 
possessed  the  power  to  decide.  But,  sir,  we  are 
called  upon  by  this  bill  to  remit  a  penalty  incur- 
red for  a  violation  of  our  laws  ^'  to  proubit  the 
importation  of  slaves  into  oar  country'' — a  law  of 
all  others  which  in  my  opinion  should  be  rigidly 
enforced  and  most  sacredly  regarded.  And,  sir.  I 
am  astonished  to  hear  genuemen,  who,  on  the  Mis- 
souri question,  which  not  only  agitated  this  House, 
but  the  whole  country,  to  its  base,  and  threaten- 
ed a  dissolution  of  the  Union ;  and  gentlemen  too, 
who.  on  that  occasion,  denounced  all  as  the  friends 
of  slavery  who  honestly  differed  with  them  in 
opinion  on  the  Constitutional  power  of  Congress ; 
yes,  sir,  and  who  boldly  declared  that,  fearless  of 
ail  consequences,  they  would  impose  the  restrie- 
tion ; — that  these  gentlemen  should  now  be  the  ad- 
vocates for  a  virtual  repeal  of  the  only  law  which 
prohibits  the  importation  of  slaves !  Sir,  if  you 
pass  this  bill,  you  open  your  ports  immediately  to 
the  importation  of  slaves,  without  number,  under 
the  head  of  domettics. 

I  entreat  gentlemen  to  pause,  if  indeed,  as  they 
profess,  they  are  disposed  to  {prevent  the  slave  trade. 
Go,  sir,  with  me  to  Martinique,  and  witness  the 
attempts  made  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  to 
smuggle  slaves  into  the  United  States  under  this 
pretence !  If  they  may  be  admitted  as  domestio% 
everjr  vessel  will  be  full-freighted  with  these  do- 
mestic servants,  and  the  slave  will  be  as  free  as 
before  the  passage  of  your  law. 

But,  say  the  ^ntlemen,  this  petitioner  is  in- 
nocent— ^he  was  ignorant  of  your  laws.  If  so.  I 
would  ask,  why  md  he  applv  to  the  commercial 
agent,  to  inquire  whether  JoTnestic  slaves  might 
safely  be  brought  ?  Look,  sir,  at  the  letter  of  the 
commercial  agent  to  this  petitioner,  and  sa^,  if 
vou  can,  that  the  petitioner  was  ignorant  of  our 
laws?  No,  sir,  the  petitioner  knew  our  law — he^ 
sir,  knew  it  was  in  violation  of  that  law---and  u^ 
sir,  after  this,  he  was  disposed  to  trust  the  chance 
of  escape  or  evasion  of  that  law,  which,  of  all 
others,  should  be  most  rigorously  enforced,  I  shall 
never  give  my  vote  for  his  relieL 

Pass  this  billj  sir,  and  you  may  employ  yoar 
armies  and  navies  in  vain  to  breax  up  this  most 
inhuman  and  barbarous  traffic. 
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The  qoestioQ  on  indefinite  postponement  was  at 
length  decided  in  the  negative— ti9  to  67. 

A  doubt  was  then  suggested  by^  Mr.  Babbour, 
whether  Cons^ress  possessed  the  power  to  remit 
that  portion  o?  the  forfeiture  which  by  law  accrues 
to  the  informers  or  prosecutors  of  the  alleged  of- 
fence, and  whether  the  bill  therefore  did  not,  in  this 
respect,  require  a  limitation  to  that  portion  of  the 
penalty  which  accrued  to  the  United  States. 

Hereupon  further  debate  took  place ;  and  a  mo- 
tion was  made  by  Mr.  Pindall  to  recommit  the 
bill,  with  instructions  so  to  amend  it  as  to  remit 
only  that  portion  of  the  forfeiture  which  has  ac- 
craed  to  the  use  of  the  United  States ;  which 
motion  was  decided  a&matiyely  by  a  vote  of  64 
to  52. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  ^^  An  act  to 
provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land 
and  naval  service  orthe  United  States  in  the  Re- 
volutionary war,"  passed  on  the  18th  of  March, 
1618 ;  and  the  said  bill  being  read — 

Mr.  Barbour  moved  to  amend  the  same,  by 
strikinfif  out  the  third  section  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  following: 

8xc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enaetedy  That  the  act  to 
which  this  is  an  amendment  shall  be  so  conatrned  as 
tliat  BO  person  shall  be  entitled  to  its  provisions  whose 
property  is  of  the  value  of  ,  which  value  shall 
be  taken  from  the  estimation  of  the  coort  to  which 
the  schedule  shall  be  exhibited,  and  which  is  herein- 
before required  to  be  certified  to  the  Secretary  of 
War. 

And,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
-determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Whitman  then  moved  an  amendment  to 
strike  out  the  whole  of  the  said  bill,  except  the 
enacting  clause,  and  to  substitute  in  lieu  thereof 
the  following : 

SsG.  1.  That  every  person  who  may  hereafter  apply 
for  a  pension  under  the  act  to  which  this  is  in  addi- 
tion, ahall  file  with  the  judge  who  may  administer  the 
oath  in  relation  to  the  service  of  the  applicant,  an 
additional  affidavit,  specifying  the  kinds,   and    the 
amount  in  value  of  each  kind,  of  all  and  singular  his 
goods,  chattels,  lands,  and    tenements,  rights  and 
credits,  if  any,  of  which  he  may  be  seized  and  pos- 
sessed at  the  time  of  making  bis  application ;  and, 
also,  the  income,  if  any,  he  may  have  from  any  other 
scarce,  and  comprising  his  ability  to  labor  in  aid  of 
his  subsistence ;  and  exhibiting  the  state  and  degree 
of  his  reduced  circumstances  in  life,  and  of  his  need 
of  assistance  from  his  country  for  support;  and  de- 
claring that  he  has  not,  since  the  passage  of  the  act 
to  which  this  is  in  addition,  in  any  manner  alienated, 
assigned,  transferred,  sold,  or  conveyed,  any  portion 
of  his  estate,  or  in  any  manner  encumbered  the  same, 
with  a  view  to  become  entitled  to  the  benefit  thereof; 
which  affidavit,  being  corroborated  by  other  testimony, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  judge,  and  being  certified  by 
him  to  have  been  so  proved,  shall  be  forwarded  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  with  the  other  papers  of  the  appli- 
cant, required  by  the  act  to  which  this  is  in  addition. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Sec- 
tary of  War  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  required, 
whenever  he  shall  have  been  informed,  and  whenever 


he  shall  have  good  cause  to  apprehend,  tmA  sihall, 
fact,  apprehend,  that  a  pension  has  been  granted 
under  the  act  to  which  this  is  in  addition,  to  mnj  pe^ 
son  not  justly  entitled  thereto,  he  shall  cause  ootic* 
thereof  to  be  given  to   such  pensioner,  who  thsll, 
thereupon,  file  his  affidavit,  in  the  same  manner,  ind 
compnsing  the  same  particulars,  as  are  herein  farther 
pro\'ided,  in  the  case  of  all  further  applications  uader 
the  act  to  which  this  is  in  addition ;  and  containing 
any  other  facts  which  the  Secretary  of  War  may  pre- 
scribe to,  and  require  of,  such  applicant,  in  relatioo  Is 
his  term  of  service,  and  the  corps  or  line  in  which  be 
may  have  served;  and   the  affidavit,  betag  ao  filed, 
proved,  and  certified,  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  See- 
retary  of  War,  who,  on  inspection  thereof  ahall  d*- 
cide  whether  such  pensioner  be  entitled  to  his  pen- 
sion, and  shall  continue  or  revoke  the  same  accord- 
ingly ;  and  no  pension  shall  be  paid  to  any  pensioaei^ 
which  riiall  have  become  due,  after  notiee,  mm  Mfore- 
said,  from  the  Secretary  of  War,   that  his  right  to  a 
pension  has  become  doubtful,  until  the  Secretary  of 
War  shall  have  decided,  on  inspection  of  the  affidavit 
so  to  be  forwarded,  that  the  pensioner  is  justly  entitled 
thereto. 

Sxc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  shall  cause  each  of  the  district  attor- 
neys and  marshals  of  the  United  States  to  be  fnmi^ed 
with  a  list  of  the  pensioners  residing  within  tiieir  re- 
spective districts;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
attorneys  and  marshals  to  acquaint  the  Seeretarj  of 
War  with  every  case  in  which  they  may  apprehend 
that  any  person  has  been  unduly  placed  on  the  pen- 
sion list;  and  it  shall,  moreover,  be  the  duty  of  the 
aaid  attorneys  to  lay  such  lists  before  the  grand  ja- 
rors,  at  each  and  every  term  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  at  which  a  grand  jury  shall  be  assea- 
bled,  and  examine  each  and  every  of  them,  as  to  anj 
knowledge  he  may  have  of  any  person  on  said  list 
who  shall  not  be  justly  entitled  to  said  penaion;  aod 
any  attorney  who,  on  such  inquiry,  shall  have  reason 
to  apprehend  that  any  person  named  on  said  liathss 
no  just  claim  to  a  pension,  he  shall  acquaint  the  Se& 
retary  of  War  therewith. 

SxG.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaeted,  That  any  per 
son,  being  the  agent  or  attorney  of  any  jieosioner, 
shall,  before  he  shall  receive  the  penaion  which  sbal 
at  any  time  become  doe  to  bis  constitnast  or  princi- 
pal, declare,  on  oath,  or  affirmation,  befixe  some  mar 
gistrate  competent  to  administer  the  same,  Uiathehas 
not,  directly  or  indirectly,  either  as  the  creditor  of  his 
constituent  or  principal,  or  otherwise,  any  claim  to, 
or  contract  in,  the  money,  or  any  part  of  it,  which  be 
may  be  about  to  receive ;  and  that  he  will,  witboat 
unnecessary  delay,  pay  over  the  money  he  may  re- 
ceive,  without  deducting  any  fee  or  reward  tberefiN', 
other  than  that  which  he  may  pay  to  a  magistrate  for 
authenticating  the  documents  required  to  eotitfe  him, 
as  sgent  or  attorney,  to  receive  such  pension,  to  the 
pensioner,  personally,  or  to  his  guardian,  executor,  or 
administrator,  entitled  to  receive  the  same. 

Sxo.  6.  And  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  if  any 
person  whatever  ahall  withhold  any  penaion  certifi- 
cate from  any  pensioner,  his  guardian,  executor, » 
administrator,  lawfully  entitled  to  the  poesessionsf 
the  same,  under  any  pretence  whatever,  after  resr 
sooabte  notice  and  demand  to  deliver  the  eame,  he 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  person  entitled  to  the  pos- 
session of  such  certificate,  to  and  for  the  use  of  inch 
pensioner,  his  heirs,  or  assigns,  twice  the  amount  of 
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any  tmm  tlMt,  9X  the  time  of  mikiiig  sneli  demtiid, 
riiall  be  doe,  or  tlut  tiuiH  become  doe  tfaeieon  et  any 
time  before  the  sarreiider  of  rach  oertifieete  to  the 
person  justly  entitled  to  the  poseession  thereof;  to  be 
recovered  by  action  of  debt,  in  any  conrt  proper  to  try 
the  same. 

Skc.  6.  And  be  it  /urtker  enacted,  That,  in  caae  of 
the  insanity  of  any  person  entitled  to  the  benefits  of 
the  act  to  which  this  is  in  addition,  his  application 
dierefor  may  be  made  by  guardian,  or  the  person  or 
persons  to  whom,  by  law,  the  custody  of  such  insane 
person,  his  goods  and  efiects,^  riiall  hsTe  been  as- 
signed, ^Hio  shall  state  the  facts,  a  statement  of  which 
would,  otherwise,  have  been  required  of  such  insane 
person  ;  and  shall  swear,  or  affirm,  that  theTRame  are 
true,  aecording  to  the  best  of  his  or  their  knowledge 
and  belief;  and  shall,  also,  predaoe  other  evidence  of 
the  truth  theieef,  to  the  satisiiMtifln  of  the  jadge  who 
shall  attend  to  the  verification  of  suofa  lacts. 

8xc.  7.  And  be  ii  further  enaeted.  That  any  per« 
son  who  diall,  wittingly  and  willingly,  testiff  falsely 
In  relation  to  any  matter  and  thing'  reqnned  by  this 
act,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  gnilty  of  the 
crime  of  perpny ;  and,  being  thereof  convicted,  shall 
be  punished  accordingly. 

The  said  substitute  being  read — 

Mr.  Bloompibld  moTed  that  the  biH  lie  on  the 
table;  which  being  rejected,  the  question  was 
then  taken  on  the  amendment  mored  by  Mr. 
Whitvan,  and  deteraiiiied  in  the  nesative. 

Mr.  Storks  mored  to  amend  the  bul  by  strikittg 
oat  the  word  '*  indigent,"  in  the  sixth  line  of  the 
tiurd  eectioB.  And,  on  the  questicm  to  agree  there- 
to, it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Cardtna,  then  said, 
he  was  not  able  to  discover  any  good  reason  for  a 
dbtinction  between  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
ReYolutionary  war  now  reduced  to  poverty ;  and, 
as  putting  them  on  the  same  footing  would  save 
to  the  country  annually  a  considerable  sum  of 
money,  he  moved  to  add  the  foBowing  as  a  new 
section  to  the  bill : 

«  That  no  officer  who  now  is,  or  may  hereafter  be 
placed  on  the  pension  list,  shall,  after  the  payment  of 
that  part  of  his  pension  which  became  due  on  the  4tb 
day  of  March,  1420,  be  entitled  to  receive  more  than 
ten  dolbrs  per  month,  the  same  as  received  by  all  other 
persons  en  the  pension  fist" 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  reguired  by  Mr.  Can* 
HOtf  on  upreein^  to  this  moUon,  were— te  the 
motion,  OSy  agamat  it,  89 ;  as  follows : 

ITa^e^Messtai  Alexander,  Arober  of  Maijland, 
Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Barbour,  Beechen  Bievard, 
Brown,  Bryan,  Barton,  Borwell,  Campbell,  CawMa, 
Cobb,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Cuthbert,  Da- 
Tidson,  Earle,  Edwards  of  North  Caooliaa,  Floyd,  Fol- 
ger,  Gross  of  PennsyWania,  Hall  of  ^orth  CaroUaa, 
Hazard,  Hendricks,  Hooks,  McCoy,  McCrearv,  Mc- 
Lean of  Kentucky,  Marchand,  Metcalf^  R.  Moore, 
Oyerstreet,  Parker  of  Tirginia,  Plumer,  Reed«  Bich, 
Richards,  Richmond,  Robertson,  Rosa,  Sawyer,  Settle, 
Shaw,  Sloan,  Sloeomb,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smi^ 


Alien  of  Tennessee,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bateman, 
Bayly,  Bloomlleld,  Boden,  Brash,  Bnffum,  Butler  of 
Louisiana,  Case,  Clagett,  Clark,CaIpeper,  Cusbman, 
DarKngton,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards 
of  Connecticut,  Fay,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Faller,  Put" 
lerten,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware, 
Hardio,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hostetter,  Jones  of 
Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kent,  Kinsey, 
Kinslev,  Lathrop,  Little,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore, 
Lowndes,  Maclay,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mallary, 
Mason,  Meech,  Meigs,  Mercer,  8,  Moore,  MoneU,  Mor- 
ton, Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson 
of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patter- 
son, Philson,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Qaarles,  Rhea,  Rogers, 
Russ,  Sampson,  Silsbee,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith 
of  Marjland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Strong  of  Now 
York,  Taylor,  Tomlsnson,  Tracy,  l^ler.  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Wallace,  Wendover,  Whitman  and  Wood. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  moved  to  amend  that  part  of 
the  first  section  of  the  bill  which  reouires  an  ap- 
plicant for  a  pension  to  swear,  or  amnU)  that  he 
was  a  resident  citizen  of  the  United  States  on  the 
18th  of  April,  1818,  by  striking  out  the  word  red- 
dent ;  which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Cannon,  under  the  impression  that  the  ser- 
vice of  the  militia  had  been  of  as  much  importance^ 
and  their  sacrifices  as  great  at  least  as  those  of  the 
continental  soldiers,  moved  to  amend  the  hill  by 
adding  a  new  section,  as  follows : 

Sic.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  officers, 
non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  of 
the  militia,  who  have  performed  service  to  the  amoant 
of  nine  months,  by  one  or  more  tours  of  duty,  daring 
the  Revolationary  war,  shall  also  be  entitled  to  the 

Sovisions  of  ^e  aibresaid  act,  passed  the  18Ui  of 
areh,  191% 

Mr.  Habdin  suggested  that  the  proposition  of 
Che  gentleman  from  Tennessee  was  mcomplete. 
He  ought  to  have  connected  with  it  provisions  &r 
a  direct  tax  or  internal  duties,  which  would  be  the 
neeessary  consequence  of  a  measure  that  would  add 
foil  five  millions  to  the  present  amount  of  expend- 
itures under  the  pension  act. 

Mr.  Cannon  said,  he  would  tell  the  gentiema&y 
if  Confess  went  on  with  their  present  enormous 
expenditures,  he  should  be  ready,  without  this  pro- 
vision, for  a  direct  tax.  He  placed  his  motion,  he 
said,  on  the  grounds  of  equauty  and  justice,  which 
appeared  to  him  to  sustain  it. 

Mr.  Bloomfiblo  said  a  few  words  against  the 
motion ;  when  the  question  was  taken  thereon, 
and  decided  in  the  negative,  five  or  six  members 
riung  in  support  of  it. 

Mr.  Campbcll  then  moved  to  amend  die  hlB, 
by  adding  thereto  the  following  section : 

6bc  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  appli- 
cation for  a  pension  under  the  act  to  which  this  ii  an 
amendment,  shall  be  received  by  the  Secietaiy  of  War 
after  the  first  day  of  Jnne,  IfiSO. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  the  movor.  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  MoLban,  Livbbmorb,  Foot, 
CuLPBPBB,  Bloomfibld,  and  A.  SBnrrH — and  was 


oi  North  Carolina,  8oathaid,  Stevens,  Strong  of  Ver-  *  decided  in  the  negative,  without  a  division. 


mont,  Stretiier,  9erearingen,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tompkxhs, 
Tucker  of  South  Carofina,  Walker,  and  Williams  of 
North  Carolina. 
Nm—lfeasi8.Abbel,  Adams,  Allen  of  NewTork, 


Mr.  Stbothbb  moved  an  amendment,  to  strike 
out  the  whole  of  the  said  bill,  except  the  enactinii^ 
clause,  and  to  substitute,  in  lieu  tnereof,  the  fal- 
lowing: 
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*'  That  tlie  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  cer« 
tain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of 
the  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary  war/  passed 
the  18th  day  of  March,  1816,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed." 

Mr.  S.  said  be  voted  for  the  law,  without  fore- 
seeing the  extent  of  its  operation.  Being^  con- 
vinced^ now,  that  its  benefits  were  not  equal  to  its 
ezpensiveness,  he  made  the  best  reparation  he  could 
to  the  country,  by  moving  its  repeal. 

Mr.  Cannon  assigned  me  reason  why.  contrary 
to  his  disposition  heretofore  expressed,  ne  should 
vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  law.  lie  had  endeavored 
to  obtain  amendments  to  the  law,  to  place  the  of- 
ficers and  soldiers  on  the  same  footing,  and  to  place 
the  militiaman,  of  equal  or  greater  merit,  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  continental  soldier.  In  these 
objects,  he  had  failed ;  and  he  felt  himself  now 
bound  to  vote  for  the  repeal  of  a  law  unjust  and 
inequitable  in  its  operation. 

Mr.  CusHMAM,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  opposed  to  the  amendment 
now  under  consideration,  as  well  as  to  most  of  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  as  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means ;  for,  as  much  as  I  regret 
that  the  revenue  should  be  burdened  with  a  list  of 
pensioners,  of  almost  every  description,  I  should 
more  deeply  regret  that  the  law  granting  aid  to 
the  Revolutionary  soldier,  in  reduced  circum- 
stances, should  be  repealea,  or  even  modified  to 
his  detriment.  This  repeal,  sir,  or  modification, 
would  be  attended  with  consequences  to  be  depre- 
cated. It  would  shake  a  confidence  in  the  prom- 
ises of  Government,  and  excite  suspicions  injurious 
to  its  reputation  for  wisdom  or  rectitude.  What, 
sir,  will  you,  of  your  own  good  will  and  pleasure, 
make  a  gratuity,  and  guaranty  your  bounty  for 
life,  by  aU  the  formalities  of  law  and  justice,  and 
upon  experiencing  some  trivial  inconvenience, 
some  temporary  scantiness  of  funds,  some  delay  in 
collecting  vour  revenues,  rescind  your  solemn  en- 
gagement? Who  hereafter  will  have  any  reli- 
ance on  your  plighted  faith?  Such  a  conduct 
would  deerade  an  individual,  and  will  it  comport 
with  the  nonor  and  dignity  of  a  great  nation,  if 
not  with  an  overflowing  treasury,  rich  in  resources? 
Will  it  not  serve  to  strengthen  the  opinion,  too 
readily  adopted,  that  a  Government  by  the  pc^le 
is  unstable  and  fluctuating ;  Uiat  it  is  character- 
istic of  all  republics  to  be  ungrateful?  It  belongs 
to  the  American  Republic,  by  a  magnanimous 
policy,  to  wipe  away  this  vile  reproach — to  pre- 
vent tnis  foul  stain. 

The  present  generation,  living  in  ease  and  bask- 
ing in  the  sunshine  of  prosperity,  can  form  no 
ade(^uate  conception  of  wnat  the  army  of  the  Rev- 
olution suffered  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  to  prevent 
the  tyranny  meditated  for  this  country. 

In  the  first  years  of  the  war  the  soldiers  enlisted 
with  little  or  no  bounty ;  served  with  little  or  no 
pay  i  frequently  subsisted  on  scanty  rations ;  and, 
nungry,  thirsty,  and  without  convenient  clothing, 
endured  the  severest  fatigue.  They  took  the  field 
in  the  lowest  ebb  of  their  country's  fortune,  with 
no  prospect  before  them  but  victory  or  death. 


Amidst  the  inclemency  of  the  seasons  they  per- 
formed difficult  marches,  while  the  fallio^  snows 
were  discolored,  or  the  frozen  ground  besprinkled, 
with  the  blood  issuing  from  their  lacerated  feeL 
On  the  cold  earth  they  bivouacked,  exposed  to  the 
beating  storms,  with  no  other  coverings  but  the 
canopy  of  the  heavens.  Under  every  discouragie- 
ment  they  persevered,  and  in  every  scene  of  actios 
or  distress  displayed  a  patience  and  fortitude,  & 
patriotism  and  valor,  which  no  obstacles  cooJd 
overcome,  no  dangers  appal.  They  suffered,  thij 
fought  and  bled,  not  to  swell  the  triumjyhs  of  & 
proud  conqueror,  not  to  enslave  any  portion  oi 
mankind,  but  in  the  cause  of  justice  and  humaB- 
ity,  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  their  fellow- 
and  their  achievements  were  socii 


men. 


as  to 


astonish  and  delight  the  world.  They  hrolre  the 
rod  of  the  oppressor,  and  procured  for  an  aggrieved 
people  freedom,  sovereignty,  and  independence. 

To  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
(Mr.  S.  Smith,)  as  well  as  to  an  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Bloomfield,)  who 
partook  in  the  sufferings,  and  aided  the  triumphs, 
of  the  Revolutionary  army,  I  dare  appeal  for  the 
general  correctness  of  what  I  have  here  affinned. 
Is  it  credible ;  does  it  not  rather  exceed  belief  clut 
a  single  murmur  should  be  heard,  an  unpleasant 
sensation  indulged,  because  the  soldier,  who  de- 
voted the  bloom  and  vigor  of  life  to  save  hts 
country  from  oppression,  should  receive  from  that 
country  a  small  boon  7    Is  it  manly ;  is  it  gen- 
erous;  does  it  comport  even  with  equity,  to  take 
from  him  this  boon,  and  leave  him  nothing  to 
show  for  his  prowess  and  toils  but  poverty,  wretch- 
edness, and  scars  ?  Let  no  such  injostice,  sir,  staii 
your  journals.    Let  it  never  be  recorded  by  his- 
tory's golden  pen.    Does  it  become  those  who, 
privileged  with  a  seat  within  these  magnificeBt 
walls  3  who  behold  the  splendors  of  the  Capitol ; 
who  solace  themselves  in  the  elegant  pleasures,  the 
refined  luxuries  of  the  city ;  whose  every  sense  is 
regaled  with  its  brilliant  scenes ;  does  it  become 
those  who^  by  the  courtesy  of  the  peopJe,  are 
clothed  with  the  robes  of  office,  and  by  their 
bounty  fare  sumptuously  every  day ;  does  it,  sir, 
become  such  to  grudge  the  plain  morsel,  the  home- 
ly meal,  to  the  warworn  soldier,  by  whose  suffer- 
ings and  blood  they  are  enabled  to  participate  in 
those  elevated  enjoyments?    Honor,  and  every 
ennobling  sensation  of  the  ^nerous  mind,  must 
recoil  from  the  attempt.    It  should  be  the  policy 
of  our  Grovernment,  as  I  trust  it  is,  to  countenance 
manly  virtue,  to  cherish  exalted  merit,  to  aliore  to 
uncommon  excellence  by  motives  calcolated  to 
operate  on  liberal  minds,  and  generously  (o  reward 
the  patriotic  and  brave,  who  lor  the  puUic  safety 
expose  their  own  lives. 

In  advocating  the  cause  of  the  Revolutionary 
soldiers,  I  feel  a  confidence  in  the  rectitude  of  my 
sentiments.    They  are  supported  by  those  of  tht 

freat  Washington,  so  justly  styled  the  Father  of 
is  Country ;  which,  sir.  with  your  leave,  I  will 
recite.  They  are  to  be  round  in  a  letter  addressed 
to  the  President  of  Congress,  dated  Headquarters, 
Newburg,  March  18, 1783.  They  are  these:  ^I^ 
*  besides  the  simple  payment  of  their  wages,  fordia 
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'  '  compensation  is  not  due  to  the  safierings  and 

'  ^  sacrifices  of  the  officers,  then  hare  I  been  mis- 

'  *  taken,  indeed.    If  the  whole  army  have  not  mer- 

F  *  ixed  whatever  a  i^rateful  people  can  bestow^  then 

'  '  have  I  been  beguiled  by  prejudice,  and  built  an 

'  opinion  on  the  basis  of  error."    *'And  if,  retiring 

^  from  the  field,  they  are  to  grow  old  in  poverty, 

'  wretchedness,  and  contempt ;  if  they  are  to  waae 

'  through  the  vile  mire  of  dependency,  and  owe 

^  the  miserable  remnant  of  that  life  to  charity. 

*  which  hitherto  has  been  spent  in  honor,  then  shall 
'  I  have  learnt  what  ingratitude  is;  then  shall  I 
'  have  realized  a  tale  which  will  embitter  every 

*  moment  of  my  future  life.    But  I  am  under  no 

*  such  apprehension.  A  country  rescued  by  their 
'  arms  from  impending  ruin  will  never  leave  un- 

*  paid  the  debt  of  gratSude.^^ 

Such,  sir,  were  the  sentiments  of  the  patriotic 
Chief  of  our  Revolutionary  army.  They  speak  to 
the  understanding,  and  they  speak  to  the  heart 
They  invoke  our  iustice  as  wdi  as  our  gratitude, 
and  they  urge  witn  a  pathos  and  force  which,  I 
trust,  will  not  be  resisted.  I  am,  sir,  unwilling  to 
believe  that  there  are  many  in  this  House,  or  even 
in  the  nation,  who  would  snatch  from  the  veteran 
soldier  the  only  prop  on  which  he  can  lean  now  in 
ike  decline  of  life.  This  would  be  sporting  with 
his  feelings.  It  would  not  merely  cause  those 
wounds  which  he  received  in  fighting  for  indepen- 
dence to  bleed  afresh,  it  would  make  new  and 
deep  incisions  in  the  tenderest  sensibilities  of  the 
heart.  What,  sir,  after  assuaging  the  anguish  of 
his  wound,  and  raising  in  him  some  faint  desire  of 
life,  will  you  withdraw  your  compassionate  hand, 
and  leave  him  to  perish  m  his  blood  ?  I  cooiure 
you,  sir,  bv  those  almost  divine  sympathies  wnich 
are  cherished  by  the  patriotic  and  the  brave^  to 
continue  your  bounty.  Impart  to  the  drooping 
soldier  some  gleam  of  comfort,  some  ray  of  con- 
solation, hastening,  as  he  is,  to  that  undiscovered 
country  from  whose  bourne  no  traveller  returns. 

I  dissent,  sir,  from  gentlemen  who  have  ex- 
pressed their  wishes  on  this  subject.  I  neither  de- 
sire, with  my  amiable  young  friend  and  worthy 
colleague,  (Mr.  Lincoln,)  that  the  soldier  of  the 
Revolution  should  live  forever:  nor.  with  the  hon- 
orable Speaker,  whom  I  shoula  feel  a  pride  and 
pleasure  in  calling  my  friend,  that  the  life  of  the 
soldier  should  be  protracted  to  the  term  of  nine 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  years.  If  I  have  any 
wish  on  this  score  it  is  this,  that,  as  the  soldier  of 
the  Revolution  fought  the  ^ood  fight,  and  sealed 
the  republican  cause  with  his  blood,  when  he  shall 
have  finished  his  course,  he  may  be  translated  to 
happier  regions ;  where,  secure  from  the  strictures 
and  frowns  of  the  un^teful,  he  may  receive  the 
rewards  due  to  patriotism  and  valor,  to  moral  vir- 
tues and  generous  deeds. 

Without  further  debate,  the  question  was  taken 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Strother,  to  repeal  the 
law  and  decided:  For  the  motion  32,  against  the 
motion  122,  as  follows: 

YsAS — Messrs.  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Barboor,  Brevard,  Borton,  Burwell,  Cannon, 
Cobb,  Crawford,  Cathbert,  Edwards  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Either,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Jones  of  Virginia, 


Lowndes,  McCoy,  MetcalQ  Morton,  Parker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Qaarlee,  Reed,  Richards,  Robertson,  Sawyer* 
Slocomb,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Strong  of  Vermont,  Strother,  Terrell,  Tompkins, 
and  Walker. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adamn,  Alexander,  Allen  of 
Massachasettfl,  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Anderson,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Bateman, 
Bayly,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brown,  Brash, 
Bryan,  Buffum,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Case, 
Clagett,  Clark,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crafts,  Culbreth,  Cnlpe- 

E»r,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse, 
nrle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Fay,  Floyd, 
Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Fullerton,  Gross 
of  Pennsylvania,  Haekley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hardin, 
Hasard,  Hendricks,  Hibehman,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks, 
Hoetetter,  Jonee  of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kent,  Kineey, 
Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Little,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Llvermore, 
I^man,  Maday,  McCrearyi  McLane  of  Delaware^ 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Mason, 
Mercer,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell,  Murray,  Neale, 
Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton, 
Overstreet,  Parker  of  MassachusetU,  Patterson,  Phil- 
son,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rhea,  Rich,  Riclunon^ 
Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Settle,  Silabee,  Sloan, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth 
of  Virginia,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Strong  of  Pfew 
York,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Tneker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Tyler,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover, 
Whitman,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

Mr.  Morton  then  moved  that  the  said  bill  be 
amended  by  striking  out  all  thereof  except  the 
enacting  clause,  and  substituting,  in  lieu  thereof, 
the  following: 

That  every  person  who  now  is,  or  hereafter  may  be, 
placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States,  bj 
virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  ''An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and 
navaV  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,"  passed  the  eighteenth  of  March,  1818,  who 
served  for  the  term  of  nine  months,  and  for  a  term 
less  than  three  years,  shall  be  entitled  to  receiye  the 
amount  of  the  pension  allowed  him  by  said  act  for  the 
term  of  three  years  from  the  date  of  his  declaration, 
and  no  longer;  and  every  person  who  now  is,  or  who 
hereafter  may  be,  placed  on  the  pension  list  of  tb» 
United  States  by  virtue  of  the  act  aforesaid,  who 
served  for  the  term  of  three  years,  or  longer,  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  the  amount  allowed  him  by  said  act 
for  the  term  of  five  years  from  the  date  of  his  declara- 
tion, and  no  longer. 

The  said  substitute  being  read,  the  question  waa 
taken  to  agree  thereto,  and  determined  in  the 
negative^lSe  to  46. 

Mr.  Strother  again  mored  to  strike  out  all  of 
the  said  bill  except  the  enactinff  clause,  and  to 
substitute,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  folfowing: 

That,  after  the  half  year  ending  in  September  next, 
the  pensions  of  all  persons  who  have  been  placed  on 
the  pension  list  under  the  act  hereby  amended,  riiall 
be  respectively  reduced  fifty  per  cent. 

And,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Whitman  moved  to  add  to  the  said  bill  th% 
fourth  and  fifth  sections  of  the  substitute  this  day 
proposed  by  him,  and  rejected  by  the  House* 
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And,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  deci- 
ded in  the  amrmative,  by  a  large  majority. 


Saturday,  April  1. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  residing 
between  the  Miama  and  Scioto  rivers;  whicn 
was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was 
coDCurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Rewived,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  pase  any  )aw 
vpoD  the  subject  of  the  complaint  of  the  petitioner. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  same  committee,  who 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
p&ssing  a  law  to  procure,  for  the  use  ofthe  United 
States^  copies  of  the  plans  and  field  notes  of  the 
Uinds  m  tne  "  Ohiio  Company's  Purchase,"  made 
an  unfavorable  report  thereon ;  which  was  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next 

Mr*  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whieh  was  refened  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled ^'An  act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts 
for  the  adjustment  of  land  clahns  in  the  State  of 
Lottinaina,'^  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
nent ;  and  the  biU  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Cdumbia,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Pancoast ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  recommitted 
the  InH  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the 
idKef  of  Anthony  S.  Delisle,  Edward  B.  Dudlev, 
anil  John  M.  Van  Cleef,"  reported  the  same  wiih 
amendments;  which  were  read  and  coneonvd 
m  by  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
tJw  nil  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  HoLMBs,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bfll  from  the  Seaat^  entitled  *'Ad 
act  for  apportioning  the  Representatives  in  the 
Seventeentn  Congress  to  be  elected  in  the  States 
df  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses.*'  reported  the  same  without  amendment; 
and  tne  bul  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
day. The  bill  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time,. 
Ittd  passed. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  to  make  a  motion  Which 
was  not  more,  he  said,  the  result  of  duty  than  of 
kiclination.  ff  we  cannot,  said  Mr.  R.,  c^tnply 
with  all  the  injunctions  of  duty,  incumbent  npon 
m  at  this  time,  let  as  approximate  as  nearly  to  it 
aa  we  can ;  and,  if  we  cannot  make  ourselves  uii- 
sgpolted  before  the  world,  we  maj  at  least  visit  the 
fatherless  and  the  widow.  Mr.  R.,  ^erefore, 
moved  to  postpone  all  the  orders  of  the  day  preced- 
ing, and  take  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
and  children  ofthe  late  Oliver  Haaard  Peiry. 

Oa  this  motion  the  Houae  divided,  and  the  vote 
was,  ayes  56,  noes  64-r«o  the  motion  was  nega- 
tived. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  and  after  some  re- 
marks explanatory  of  his  obje<it;  which  wtis  chiefly 
to  ascertain  if  contracts  had  been  made  for  thf 
sake  of  favorites,  it  was — 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  instroelcd 
to  lay  before  this  House  copies  of  all  contracts  made 
and  entered  into  by  the  Commissary  Geoerai  for  mi}}- 
plying  provisions  for  the  Army  of  the  United  8titce 
since  the  establishment  of  that  Department ;  aleo  tl 
propositions  made,  and  which  were  not  wijiidrawB. 
for  supplying  the  same,  specifying  particularly  u. 
which  contract  the  several  propositions  apply. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  Revolutionan 
Pension  Law  was  read  the  third  time,  and  tbt 
question  stated  on  its  passage. 

Mr,  Adams,  Mr.  Strong  of  New  York,  and 
Mr.  Gross  of  New  York,  respectively,  sabmitted 
their  reasons  at  large  against  this  bilf. 

Mr.  Barbour  proposed  to  recommit  the  biJJ, 
with  the  yiew  of  mtroducing  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Adams  mored  to  postpone  the  faOl  inde&n- 
itely,  but  afterwards  yaried  his  motion  to  postpone 
it  to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  of  much  animation, 
and  of  two  or  three  hours'  duration,  took  place. 
The  motion  was  sustained  for  yarious  reasons,  tor 
chiefly  that  the  bill  was  not  such  a  modification 
of  the  existing  act  as  was  acceptable  to  them,  by 
Messrs.  Moseley,  Adabts,  Ptndall,  Olagett, 
Tatlor,  and  HAnnriv — the  two  last  named  gen- 
tlemen being  averse  to  the  repeal  of  the  act  at  aE. 
The  motion  to  postpone  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
ANnfiRsoM,  Barbodr,  Cul^bper,  OvBRSTSErr, 
Rrea,  Bloomfield,  and  Warpield. 

Mr.  Claoett,  of  New  Hampshire,  said- 
Mr.  Speaker,  so  iar  as  this  bul  and  the  proposed 
amendments  are  intended  to  operate  as  a  repeal  of 
the  law  in  question,  whether  to  change  the  pension 
for  life  to  a  less,  or  any  limited  number  oi  years, 
or  in  any  manner  to  lessen  the  amount  gianred  to 
the  officers  or  soldiers  for  whose  benefit  Chat  law 
passed,  I  am  opposed  to  the  measure.   Thegroond 
of  my  opposition  arises  from  a  firm  belief,  fiist, 
that  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revoliition 
are  entitled  to  our  consideration  ;  and,  secondly, 
that  the  law  intended  to  be  in  part  repealed  vests, 
in  those  who  are  really  the  siajjects  of  it,  a  right 
of  whieh  Congress  has  not  now  a  moral  power  to 
divest  them.    Writers  upon  national  law  considex 
"  nations  as  moral  persons,"  and  hold  them  bound 
to  a  strict  performance  of  their  engagements;  and^ 
indeed,  a  contrary  doctrine  would  tend  to  iocal- 
cttlable  evil.    But,  sir,  it  has  been  said  by  an  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbour,) 
that  the  pensions  granted  by  the  law  of  1B18  were 
oratuitous,  and  that,  therefore,  we  are  not  Daornlly 
Dound  to  carry  that  law  into  complete  efTecL  That 
gentleman  has  compared  the  obHgatioa  of  that  law 
upon  us  to  a  compromise  made  by  one  individual 
to  another,  without  a  leffal  consideration.     Sir,  I 
thank  the  nonorablegenaeman  for  h^  elucidation  j 
and,  though  fully  aware  that  that  gentleman  al- 
ways taJces  as  strong  ground  as  his  case  will  ad- 
mit, I  will  venture  to  pursue  the  analogy,  so  far  as 
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it  goes^  adding  to  it,  however,  what  should  not 
have  been  omitted,  and  then  apply  it,  by  way  of 
comparison,  to  the  subject  before  us.  The  case 
stated  was,  in  substance,  this:  ''a  poor  mendi- 
'  cant  asks  charity  of  an  individual,  who,  believ- 
'  ing  himself  in  affluent  circumstances,  and  actu- 
'  a  ted  by  benevolent  and  noble  principles,  prom- 
'  ises  the  desired  relief;  but,  upon  examining  his 
'  coflTers,  and  finding  them  not  so  full  as  he  had 
^  expected,  the  piomissor  believes  he  cannot  per- 
^  foTDi  his  promise  without  injury  to  himself  or 
'  family :  is  he  (says  the  g^entleman)  bound  to  the 
'  performance?"  Sir,  wmle  I  verily  believe,  had 
the  honorable  gendeman  himself  made  such  a 
promise,  he  would  have  scrupulously  performed 
It,  I  readily  admit  that,  in  the  case  thus  stated,  he 
w^ould  not  be  legally  bound ;  and  I  will  also  ad- 
mit, that,  if  the  state  of  his  funds  was,  in  fact,  such 
that  he  could  not  extend  the  hand  of  charity,  as 
promised,  without  material  injury  to  himself  or 
family,  he  would  not  be  even  morally  bound  to 
the  performance.  But,  sir,  as  my  honorable  friend 
has  cautiously  submitted  a  case  to  suit  his  argu- 
ment, permit  me  to  add  to  his  case,  thus  stated, 
the  residue  of  what  would  most  certainly  have 
happened,  had  the  samegentltitaoan  been  the  prom- 
issor.  Suppose,  then,  the  act  of  charity  had  been 
perfected,  and  the  promised  donation  in  possession 
of  the  donee ;  would  the  donor  have  either  a  legal 
or  moral  riffht  to  reclaim  it  ?  Sir,  I  wm  cheerml- 
ly  submit  this  question  to  the  decision  of  my  hon- 
orable friend  from  Virrinia,  in  fuU^Vonfidence  that 
his  answer  will  be  in  tne  negative. 

And  now,  sir,  let  us  compare  this  with  the  case 
before  us ;  and,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  and  to 
make  a  complete  parallel,  I  will  sup{>08e  that  the 
soldiers  of  the  Revolution  had  no  claim  upon  you 
but  that  of  charity.    Suppose  then,  sir,  as  the  uict 
really  was,  that,  at  the  commencement  of  the  last 
Congress,  when  you  met  under   circumstances 
most  auspicious,  than  which  few  sessions,  if  any, 
more  pleasant  nave  passed,  or  may  again  soon 
occur;  when  an  expensive  war  had  terminated 
gloriously,  peace  and  prosperity  pervaded  o«r  com- 
mon couBtiT^,  and  our  Treasury  wav overflowing — 
at  that  moment,  the  Chief  Magistrate  reoomm^Med 
to  your  consideration  the  debt  of  g^ralitude  due  to 
the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution ;  you  seized  the  op- 
poTtimity,  and,  actuated  by  the  noblest  feelings  of 
the  human  heart,  you  promised  relief  lo  the  poor 
and  needy  among  those  b^  whose  valcnr  (under 
Divine  Providence)  the  nation  had  been  advanced 
to  such  a  state  of  prosperity ;  and  you  pledeed  the 
faith  of  that  nation  for  its  performance.     Yes,  sir, 
by  the  most  solemn  act  in  your  power,  you  gave 
them  this  pledge ;  you  passed  a  law,  under  all  the 
solemnities  of  legislative  authoritv,  that,  during 
the  remainder  of  their  lives,  they  should  annually 
receive  from  your  Treasury  a  certain  stipulated 
sum;  you  put  this  law  into  their  hands,  as  an 
order  on  your  Treasury  j  they  have  presented  it, 
and  it  has  been  accepted ;  ana  these  suffering  sol- 
diers, with  tears  of  gratitude  in  their  eyes,  and 
with  benedictions  upon  their  country,  have  re- 
ceived a  part  of  your  bounty,  as  an  earneist  of  the 
whole. 


Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  pursued  and  finished  the 
parallel  drawn  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia ;  and,  I  ask,  is  it  not  strikingly  analo- 
gous to  the  case  before  us?  And,  sir,  though 
your  Treasury  may  not  now  be  full  to  overflow- 
ing, you  are  rich  in  resources,  and  able  to  fulfil  all 
your  engagements.  Will  you  withdraw  from  the 
indigent  soldier  this  fatuity?  (admitting  it  to  be 
such  only.)  Nay,  sir.  can  you,  consistent  vrith 
moral  principles,  withnold  this  stipulated  relief? 
No,  sir,  you  cannot ;  and  I  might  safely  rest  my 
argument  here ;  but  the  soldier  of  the  Revolution 
has  a  stronger  claim,  if  possible,  than  that  of 
mere  charity.  You  promised  him  wages,  food, 
and  raiment,  while  fighting  the  battles  of  his 
country  and  defending  her  fiberties.  How  were 
these  promises  performed?  You  promised  him 
forty  shillings  per  month;  but,  when  received, 
forty  dollars  would  not  purchase  a  pair  of  'shoes ; 
no^  not  a  dinner.  You  promised  nim  food  and 
raiment  convenient  for  him;  but,  alas!  the  his- 
tory of  our  country  records  against  us  the  non-per- 
formance of  these  promises;  and  the  very  footsteps 
of  the  promissee  established  the  fact !  Sir,  I  am 
far,  very  far,  from  imputing  to  the  then  Govern- 
ment intentional  laches  or  neglect.  No,  sir,  it 
was  a  time  of  general  distress ;  and  the  Govern^ 
ment  was  then  unable  to  falGl  its  engagements — 
not  so  when  you  passed  this  law ;  not  so  now. 
Sir,  I  repeat,  your  resources  are  ample  to  meet  all 
just  claims.  Are  you  not  bound  to  perform  your 
engagement  ?  Yes,  sir,  whether  you  consider  this 
law  as  founded  on  a  debt  due  by  contract,  or  mere 
gratitude  to  the  Revolutionary  soldier,  he  has  a  vest- 
ed ri^t  in  his  pension  for  life ;  and  you  are  bound, 
morally  bound ,  to  perform  your  engagement.  But, 
sir,  it  has  been  contended  that  the  sddtet's  right  to 
his  pensicm,  under  the  law,  is  not  vested.  I^me 
ask  gentlemen,  what  remains  to  make  Ibis  a  vested 
or  perfect  rights  Was  not  the  act  oi  the  €tov- 
erameot  as  |)erf^t  and  as  8(^emn  as  it  was  possi- 
ble to  make  it  ?  Was  it  not  £E>unded  upon  a  good 
and  valuable  consideration?  And  has  not  the 
scddier  accepted  it?  Yes,  sir,  all  this  clearly  ap- 
pears. What  more,  then,  could  have  been  done 
by  either  party  to  perfect  this  right?  I  know  of 
nothing. 

Butj  sir,  many  of  these  soldiers,  coBfidine  in  the 
mt^nty  of  Government,  have  changed  their  sit- 
uations in  life ;  and  depoiding  on  their  pensions 
for  suj^rt,  have  promised  portions  of  wlnit  is  yet 
due,  to  those  who  have  furnished  them  with  the 
necessaries  of  life ;  and,  if  this  law  should  now 
be  repealed,  in  whole  or  in  nart,  how  great  will  be 
their  disappointment  and  aistress;  their  joy  wiU 
be  changed  to  griefj  and  many  of  them  will  have 
received  an  ii^urr  instead  of  a  benefit.  Sir,  would 
this  fulfil  our  euigatioiis  to  the  d^endevs  of  our 
liberties,  or,  in  the  ianguage  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Revohttionaiy  Peniions,  (which  I 
had  hoped  would  have  been  sooner  acted  upon,) 
will  it  *^  cfinofuvt  with  the  honor  and  dignity  of 
the  nation  ?"  Sir,  I  think  it  wi»  not.  Bttt,  il  is 
said,  frauds  are  committed  under  this  law ;  and, 
m  order  to  ascertain  it,  we  have  bad  recoarse  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  who  has  reported  that  he 
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has  beea  informed  of  some  few  instances,  and  that 
in  all  cases  where  fraud  has  heen  manifest,  he  has 
applied  a  remedy ;  he  has  stricken  such  fraudulent 
Claimants  from  the  pension  roll.  Sir,  I  do  not 
give  a  decided  opinion  that  this  power  is  strictly 
within  the  purview  of  the  law ;  out,  if  there  be 
any  douht  on  that  subject,  I  am  willins  to  place 
the  power  in  that  officer  by  law,  ana  have  no 
doubt  it  will  be  strictly  and  properly  executed ;  or, 
if  some  other  mode  is  preierred,  I  am  ready  to 
ffive  all  the  aid  in  my  power  to  ^ard  against 
firaud,  but  I  cannot  cohsent  to  repeal  the  law,  or 
in  any  manner  to  lessen  the  pensions  granted ; 
nor  am  I  willing  to  annex  such  new  and  unreas- 
onable expenses  and  burdens  on  the  poor  and  in- 
nocent pensioners,  because  of  the  suggestion  that 
some  few  may  have  been  guilty  of  fraud,  and 
have  evaded  the  law. 

Sir,  k  is  well  known  what  trouble  and  delay 
have  attended  the  claimants  already  in  perfecting 
their  claims;  and,  should  the  proposed  amend- 
ments be  adopted,  the  soldiers  will,  at  all  events, 
be  deprived  of  a  part  of  their  promised  pensions, 
and,  as  to  the  residue,  the  trouble  and  expense  will 
be  GO  great  that  many  of  them,  by  reason  of  pov- 
erty, age,  and  infirmity,  will  be  unable  to  comply 
with  the  requisitions;  and  as  to  such  the  opera- 
tion will  virtually  be  as  a  repeal  of  the  law  in 
toto.  But  it  is  also  urged  by  the  friends  of  the 
amendments,  that  the  present  law  operates  une- 
qually^ and  I  admit  it ;  and  when  it  was  enacted 
I  was  m  favor  of  a  different  provision,  as  I  should 
be  now,  if  practicable.  It  was  my  wish  to  have 
distributed  this  bounty  to  all  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  regular  Kevolutionary  army,  but  in  a 
different  manner ;  and  I  am  fully  convinced  that 
the  same  amount,  and  probably  much  less,  would 
have  given  general  satisfaction.  But,  sir,  the  law 
which  then  passed  was  the  only  one  which  could  be 
agreed  upon,  and  it  had '  my  vote.  And,  sir,  be- 
lieving that  the  faith  of  the  nation  is  pledged  for 
the  execution  of  that  law,  I  shall  vote  against  the 
proposed  amendments. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  was  finally 
negatived  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

YsAs — Mcssra.  Adams,  Allen  of  MMsaehusetts,  Al- 
len of  New  York,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Bateman,  Bayly, 
Boden,  Brush,  Bryan,  Buffum,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cook, 
Crafts,  Cushman,  Dewitt,  Dowse,  Edwards  of  Con- 
necticut, Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Fay,  Fuller,  Gross 
of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hackley,  Hall  of 
Delaware,  Hardin,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Holmes,  Kendall, 
Kent,  Kinsey,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Livermore,  McCreary, 
Mallary,  Mason,  Meech,  Meigs,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore, 
Monell,  Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Parker  of  Massa- 
ehasetts,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Rogers,  SiUbeOy  Sloan, 
Stevens,  Storm,  Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingen, 
Taylor,  Van  Rensselaer,  and  Whitman---6d. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
see* Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
Ball,  Barbour,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown, 
Burton,  Burwell,  Botler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler 
of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Case,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Crawford,  Crowell,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert, 
Darlington,  Dickinson,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Ful 


lerton,  Gamett,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hazard,  Hemphil', 
Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jones  of  Vs- 
ginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kinsey,  Linn»  Lovnides, 
Lyman,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Metcall^  New- 
ton, Overstreet,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson,  Pfee/pv^ 
PhiUon,  Plamer,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rich,  Rickst^ 
Robertson,  Ross^  Russ,  Sampson,  Sawyer, Settle,  Sbav, 
Slocumb,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maijkad. 
B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginimt  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Southard,  Strotber,  Tarr,    Terrd. 
Tomlinson,  Tomkins,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Tucker  of  South  Carolina.  Tyler,     WaUact, 
Warfield,  Wendover,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  ani 
Wood— 96. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the  bQl  was  the: 
amended  by  unanimous  consent ;  whereupon,  Mr. 
B.  withdrew  his  motion  for  its  recommitment  to 
a  select  committee;  and  the  question  was  then. 
taken.  Shall  the  bill  pass  ?  and  it  was  determ/oed 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  80,  nays  72,  as  /oiiows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Areher  orMd., 
Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Barbour,  Beecher,  Bloom- 
field,  Brevard,  Brown,  Bryan,  Burton,  BorweU,  Bai- 
ler of  New  Hampshire,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Craw- 
ford, Crowell,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Dariington,  David- 
son, Dickinson,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Noith  Car- 
olina, Fisher,  Floyd,  Folger,  Foot,  Forreat,  Palleiton, 
Oarnett,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hazard,  Hendricksp  Her- 
rick, Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jonee  of  Virginia,  Jobcs  of 
Tennessee,  Kinsey,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maday,Mc^ 
Coy,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Metcalf,  Newton,  Over- 
street,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson,  Philaon.  Raokin, 
Reed,  Rhea,  Richards,  Robertson,  Ross^Rassy  Saoipsoa, 
Settle,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Vic- 
ginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Caroliaa, 
Southard,  Strother,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tomliaaon*  Tomp- 
kins, Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  SoQih, 
Carolina,  Tyler,  Warfield,  and  Williama  of  Aorth 
Carolina— 80. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adsms,  Allen  of  Massachnse&ts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Baldwio, 
Bateman,  Bayly,  Boden,  Brush,  Buffum,  Case,  Cla- 
gett,  Clark,  Cook,  Crsfts,  Culbreth,  Cushman,  Dewitx^ 
Dowse,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Peoasjl' 
Yania,  Fay,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gros§  of 
Pennsylvania,  Hackley,  Hall  of  Delaware,  flardin, 
Hemphill,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Holmes,  Kendall,  Kent, 
Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Ltveroiore,  Mc- 
Creary, Mallary,  Mason,  Meigs,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore, 
Monell,  Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelsoa  of 
Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Parker  of  MasM- 
ehusetto,  Phelps,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rich,  Ro- 
gers, Silsbee,  Sloan,  SteTens,  Storrs,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Tracy,  Van  fiienaselaer, 
Wallace,  Wendover,  Whitman,  and  Wood — 72. 


Monday,  April  3. 

Mr.  Rhea  reported  a  bill  concerning  Invalid 
pensioners ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is 
committed  the  bill  to  revive  and  continue  an  act 
to  provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  rejported  a  bill  to  amend  the 
several  acts  providing  for  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men, and  for  establishing  naval  hospitals;  which 
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'was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
were  referred  bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  follow- 
ing titles,  to  wit:  ^^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Walter 
Channinff,"  and  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
sufferers  oy  fire  at  Savannah,  in  €(eorgia,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment,  and  they 
were  respectively  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
for  the  location  of  warrants  which  issn^  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  conti- 
nental establishment,  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  for  the  emanation  of  patents  in  cases  where 
locations  have  been  made,  made  a  report,  in  which 
they  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject;  which  report  was  read, 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

FUGITIVE  SLAVES. 

]Mr.  PiNOALLj  of  Virginia,  offered  for  consider- 
ation the  following  resolution,  in  support  of  which 
he  made  some  remarks,  referring  to  the  current 
report  that  an  act  of  the  description  therein  re- 
ferred to  had  recently  passed  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania : 

Buohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
instracted  to  proenre  and  transmit  to  this  House,  as 
soon  as  practicable,  a  copy  of  sueh  late  act  or  acts  of 
the  PennsylTania  Legitlatare  as  prohibit  or  restrain 
the  jostices,  aldermeo,  or  other  magistrates  or  officers 
of  that  State  from  interposing  in  the  apprehension  or 
sariender  of  fugitive  slaves,  [or  from  carrying  into 
effect  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  *^\n  act  respecting 
fugitives  from  jastice  and  persons  escaping  from  the 
service  of  their  matters,"  passed  on  the  I2th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 17«3.] 

Mr.  Maclay^  of  Pennsylvania,  suggested  that, 
if  the  obiect  of  the  motion  was  only  to  obtain  a 
copy  of  tne  act,  the  latter  clause  of  the  resolve  was 
unnecessary,  and  he  wished  to  see  it  expunged, 
because  he  aid  not  think  that  any  act  had  passea 
the  Legislature  prohibiting  the  State  officers  from 
carrying  into  enect  the  act  of  Congress. 

To  obviate  this  objection,  Mr.  Pimuall  con- 
sented to  modify  his  motion  so  as  to  omit  the 
clause  within  brackets,  at  the  close  of  the  above 
resolve. 

The  resolve  was  then  amended,  on  motion,  bv 
adding  to  the  end  of  the  resolution  the  words  fol- 
lowing: '' Provided,  any  such  act  or  acts  shall 
have  been  nassed." 

Mr.  S.  Moore  then  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table  ^  which  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
Strotber,  and  it  was  negatived,  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

REMISSION  OP  DUTIES. 

Mr.  HoLme  prefaced  the  submission  of  the 
following:  resolve,  with  a  few  remarks  explanatory 
of  his  object.  He  said  he  believed  that  very  few 
gentlemen  were  aware  of  the  importance  of  the 
principle  involved  in  this  bill.  There  were,  he 
said,  about  forty-five  claimants,  for  whose  benefit 
the  bill  was  intended ;  and  the  sum  involved  was 


not  less  probably  than  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The 
subject  was.  therefore,  worthy  of  inquiry,  and  it 
was  particularly  desirable  that  the  House  should 
not,  through  want  of  information,  be  induced  to 
remit  the  duties  on  goods  imported  into  the  British 
lines  during  the  war  by  American  merchants, 
with  a  view  to  their  being  smuggled  into  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Such,  he  was  under  the  impression, 
was  the  case  of  at  least  some  of  these  claimants. 
He,  therefore,  moved  this  resolution  : 

Resohfed,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be  dis« 
charged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  certain  persons  whe  have  paid  duties  on 
certain  goods  imported  into  Caatine,  and  that  It  bo 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means» 
to  inquire  and  report — 

1.  Who  are  the  persons  claiming  relief  ander  the 
bill,  and  the  amount  of  each  claim. 

2.  At  what  time  the  goods,  from  which  a  relief  from 
duties  is  claimed,  were  imported  into  Castine. 

3.  Who  were  the  importers,  and  on  whose  account. 

4.  What  amoant  of  goods  were  originally  imported 
by  any  of  the  claimants,  and  how  much  thereof  have 
been  disposed  of,  and  in  what  manner. 

6.  What  was  the  price  or  Talue  at  the  time  of  inn 
portatisn. 

6.  What  duties  were  paid  on  them  to  the  British 
custom-house. 

7.  And  to  report  any  other  facts  which  they  may 
deem  expedient,  not  embraced  within  the  scope  of 
these  inquiries ;  or  to  make  such  amendments  to  the 
bill  as  may  be  proper  to  exclude  from  its  proTistons 
certain  claimants  who  were  importers  of  goods  into  a 
territory  occupied  by  the  enemy. 

Hereupon  a  debate  arose — ^the  resolution  being 
opposed  Dy  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Ma80N| 
OlINblet.  Whitman,  and  Livermorb,  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  produce  unnecessary  delay, 
dbc,  and  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  nature  of 
the  cases  which  called  for  this  inquiry ;  and  be- 
ing supported  by  the  mover  of  the  resolve,  and  by 
Messrs.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire,  Claoett, 
and  Rhea. 

After  a  long  debate  the  question  was  taken, 
separately,  on  discharging  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill, 
on  recommitting  it  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  on  adding  the  instructions  pro- 
posed, and  severally  agreed  to. 

So  the  whole  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes  pirevailed, 
as  above  stated. 

REMISSION  OF  FORFEITURE. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Delude,  Dudley,  and 
Van  Cleef,  providing  for  the  remission  of  a  for- 
feiture incurred  by  an  accidental  importation  of 
six  slaves,  in  the  brig  Sally,  was  read  a  third 
time ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  on  its  passage  beiiu; 
required  by  Mr.  Tracy,  stood — For  the  bill  80, 
against  the  bill  73,  as  follows : 

YsAs — Messrs  Abbot,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Ar* 
cher  of  Virginia,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bajly,  Bre- 
vard, Brown,  Brash,  Bryan,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butler 
of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon, 
Case,  Cobb,  Cook,  Crafts,  Crowell,  Cuibreth,  C«l- 
peper,  Cuthbert,  Uavidson,  Edwards  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Fisher,  Floyd,  Ford,  Fuller,  FuUerton,  Garnett, 
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GrOM  of  New  York,  Grose  of  PennsyUairia,  Hackley* 
Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardim 
Hendricks,  Hibshman,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Jones  of  Vir- 
ginia, Kent,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Linn,  Livermore,  Ma- 
clay,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Meech, 
Moseley,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts, 
Newton,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Parker 
of  Virginia,  Phelps,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Quarles,  Rankin, 
Sampson,  Settle,  Shaw,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  New  Jer- 
■ay,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith 
of  North  Carolina,  Strother,  Swearingen,  Terrell, 
Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tvler,  Walker,  Wal- 
lace, Warfield,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina* 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Baker,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Bloom- 
field,  Boden,  Bufium,  Campbell,  Clagett,  Clark, 
Cocke,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Dewitt,  Dickinson, 
Dowse,  Garle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Conn.,  Edwards  of 
Pennsylvania,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Hall  of 
Delaware,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Herrick,  Hill,  Hostetter, 
Kendall,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Mc* 
Creary,  Marchand,  Mason,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore, 
8.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Patter- 
son, Philson,  Plumer,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Rich- 
mond, Robertson,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sawyer,  Sloan, 
A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Southard,  Storrs,  Strong  of 
Vermont,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins, Tracy, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wen- 
dover,  and  Wood. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
lor  concurrence  in  the  amendment,  which  limits 
the  remission  to  so  much  of  the  forfeitures  as  ac- 
crues to  the  United  States. 

THE  SPANISH  TREATY. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  the  following  resolutions,  submitted  some  days 
ago  by  Mr.  Clay,  (Speaker,)  being  under  consid- 
eration : 

1.  Resohed,  That  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  vests  in  Congress  the  power  to  dispose  of  the 
territory  belonging  to  them,  and  that  no  treaty,  pur- 
porting to  alienate  any  portion  thereof,  is  valid  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  Congress. 

2.  Resolved^  That  the  equivalent  proposed  to  be  given 
by  Spain,  to  the  United  States,  in  the  treaty  concluded 
between  them,  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  I8I9,  for  that 
part  of  Louisiana  lying  west  of  the  Sabine,  was  inad- 
equate ;  and  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  make  a 
transfer  thereof  to  any  fbraign  Pbwer,  or  renew  the 
aforesaid  trea^. 

Mr.  Clay  said,  that,  whilst  he  felt  very  grate- 
ful to  the  House  for  the  prompt  and  respectful 
manner  in  which  they  had  allowed  him  to  enter 
upon  the  discussion  of  the  resolutions  which  he 
hud  the  honor  of  submitting  to  their  notice,  he 
must  at  the  same  time  frankly  say,  that  he  thought 
their  character  and  consideration,  in  the  councils 
oi  this  country,  were  concerned  in  not  letting  the 
present  session  pass  off  without  deliberating  upon 
our  affairs  with  Spain.  In  coming  to  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  it  had  been  his  anxious  wish 
to  be  able  to  concur  with  the  Executive  branch  of 
Government  in  the  measures  which  it  misht  con- 
ceive itsdf  called  on  to  recommend  on  that  sub- 
ject, for  two  reasons,  of  which  the  first,  relating 
personally  to  himself,  he  would  not  trouble  the 


Committee  with  further  noticing.   The  otlier 
that  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  always  desiraUe 
respect  to  the  foreign  action  of  this  G^OTenm 
that  there  should  be  a  perfect  coincidence  is 
ion  between  its  several  co-ordinate  branche.   In; 
time,  however,  of  peace  it  might  be  allowable  to. 
those  who  are  charged  with  the  public  interests  tt 
entertain  and  express  their  views,  altfacmgh  tboe 
might  be  some  discordance  between  tlienL    In  t 
season  of  war.  there  should  be  no  division  in  tfaf 
public  councils ;  but  an  united  and  vigorous  op- 
tion to  bring  the  vnir  to  an  honorable  condnsioi. 
For  his  part,  whenever  that  calamity^  maj  bef^ 
his  country,  he  would  entertain  bat  one  wish,  asd 
that  is,  that  success  might  crown  our  straggle,  and 
the  war  be  gloriously  and  honorably  terminated. 
He  would  never  refuse  to  share  in  the  joys  inddent 
to  the  victory  of  our  arms,  nor  to  particulate  in 
the  griefs  of  jlefeat  and  discomfitore.  He  concuired 
entirely  in  the  sentiment  once  ej^ressBd  by  that  I 
illustrious  hero,  whose  recent  mdancholy  fall  we 
all  so  sincerely  deplore,  that  fortune  may  attend 
our  country  in  whatever  war  it  may  be  invoWed. 

There  were  two  systems  of  policy,  he  said,  of 
which  our  (Government  had  baa  the  choice.  The 
first  was,  by  appealing  to  the  justice  and  a£ee- 
tions  oi  Spain,  to  employ  all  those  persossiTTs 
which  couid  arise  out  of  abstinence  from  any  di- 
rect countenance  to  the  cause  of  South  Amerka, 
and  the  observance  of  a  strict  neutrality.  The 
other  was,  by  appealing  to  her  justice  also  nul  to 
hei  feers,  to  prevail  upon  her  to  redress  the  in- 
juries of  which  we  complain — ^her  fears,  ^  a  ^^ 
cognition  of  the  indepenaent  governments  ofSaudi 
America,  and  leaving  her  in  a  state  of  unceifaiafy 
as  to  the  further  step  we  might  take  in  respect  (o 
those  governments.  The  unratified  treaty  wis  the 
result  of  the  first  system.  It  could  not  be  peativdy 
afiirmed  what  effect  the  other  system  would  have 
produced;  but  he  verily  believed  that,  whilst  ii 
rendered  justice  to  those  governments,  and  would 
have  better  comported  with  that  magnaaiuMKis 
policy  which  ougnt  to  have  characterized  our  own, 
It  would  have  more  successfully  tended  to  ao  ami- 
cable and  satisfactory  arrangement  of  our  differ- 
ences with  Spain. 

The  first  system  has  so  far  failed.  At  the  coxn- 
mencement  of  the  session,  the  President  recom- 
mended an  enforcement  oi  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty.  After  three  months  deliberation,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Fore^  Affairs,  not  being  able  to  con- 
cur with  him,  has  made  us  a  report  recommead- 
inj^  the  seizure  of  Florida,  in  the  nature  of  a  re- 
prisaL    Now,  the  President  reoonmiends  oar  post- 

Eonement  of  the  subject  until  the  next  session.  It 
ad  been  his  (Mr.  C.'s)  intention,  wheoeTer  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs  should  engage  the 
House  to  act  upon  their  bill,  to  offer,  as  a  substitute 
for  it,  the  system  which  he  thought  it  became  this 
country  to  adopt,  of  which  the  occu|)^(m  of  Tens, 
as  our  own,  would  have  been  a  part,  and  ^kc  tt- 
cognition  of  the  independent  ffovemme»tBof  Sooth 
America  another.  If  he  didnot  now  fcring  for* 
ward  this  system,  it  was  because  the  eommtttae 
proposed  to  withdraw  their  UlL  and  because  he 
I  jcnew  too  much  of  the  temper  of  the  HocMe  aad  af 
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the  BsacutiTe,  to  think  tlmt  it  was  advisable  to 
bris^  it  forward.  He  hoped  that  some  suitable 
opportunity  might  occur,  during  the  session,  for 
considering  the  propriety  of  recognising  the  inde- 
peadent  governments  oi  South  America. 

Whateyer  Mr.  C.  might  think  of  the  discretion 
which  was  evinced  in  recommending  the  post- 
ponement of  the  bill  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Itelations,  he  could  not  think  that  the  reasons 
assigned  by  the  President  for  tbat  recommenda- 
tion V7ere  entitled  to  the  weieht  which  he  had 
given  them.    Mr.  C.  thought  that  the  House  was 
called  upon,  by  a  high  sense  of  duty,  seriously  to 
animadvert  upon  some  of  those  reasons.    He  be- 
lieved it  was  the  first  example,  in  the  annals  of 
the  country,  in  which  a  course  of  policy,  respect- 
ing one  foreiffn  Power,  which  we  must  su]4)06e 
had  been  deliberately  considered,  has  been  recom- 
mended to  be  abandoned,  in  a  domestic  communi- 
cation from  one  to  another  co-ordinate  branch  of 
the  Government,  upon  the  avowed  ground  of  the 
interposition  of  other  foreign  Powers.    And  what 
was  the  nature  of  this  interposition  ?    It  was  ev- 
idenced by  a  cargo  of  scraps  gathered  up  from 
this  Char£;6  d'Afiaires,  and  tnat  of  loose  conver- 
sations held  with  this  foreign  Minister — and  that 
perhaps  mere  levee  conversations,  without  a  com- 
mitment in  writing^  in  a  solitary  instance,  of  any 
of  the  foreign  parties  concerned,  except  only  in 
the  case  of  his  Imperial  Majesty ;  and  what  was 
the  character  of  his  commitment  we  shall  preseftt- 
ly  see.     But,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  must  enter  his  solemn 
protest  ajgainst  this  and  every  other  species  of 
foreign  interference  in  our  matters  with  Spain. 
What  have  they  to  do  with  them  ?    Would  they 
not  repel,  as  officious  and  insulting  intrusions, 
any  interference  on  our  part  in  their  concerns 
with  other  foreign  States  i   Would  his  Imperial 
Majesty  have  listened  with  complacency  to  our 
remonstrances  against  the  vast  acquisitions  which 
he  has  recently  made  ?    He  has  lately  crammed 
his  enormous  maw  with  Finland  and  with  the 
spoils  of  Poland,  and,  whilst  the  difficult  process 
of  digestion  is  going  on,  he  throws  himself  upon 
a  couch,  and  cries  out-^on't,  don't  disturb  my 
repose ! 

He  charges  his  Minister  here  to  plead  the  cause 
of  peace  and  concord  !    The  American  "  Gbvern- 
ment  is  too  enUehtened"  (ah !  sir  how  sweet  this 
unction  is,  whicn  is  poured  down  our  backs)  to 
t     take  hasty  steps.    And  his  Imperial  Majesty's  Min- 
ister here  is  required  to  engage  (Mr.  C.  said  he 
hoped  that  the  original  expression  was  less  strong, 
but  he  believed  tSsX  the  French  word  engoffe  bore 
the  same  meaning)  the  American  Government, 
&c.    Nevertheless,  the  Emperor  does  not  inter- 
pose in  this  discusBion.    No  1  not  he.    He  makes 
above  all  "  no  pretension  to  exercise  an  influence 
in  the  councils  of  a  foreign  Power."  Not  the  slight- 
est   And  y^et,  at  the  very  instant  when  he  is  pro- 
testing agamst  the  imputation  of  this  influence,  his 
interposition  is  proving  effectual*!    His  Imperial 
Majesty  has  at  least  manifested  so  far,  in  this  par- 
^       tictuar,  his  capacity  to  govern  his  Empire^  by  the 
f       selection  of  a  sagacious  Minister.    For  it  Cfount 
(       Nesselrode  had  never  written  another  patagrai^, 


the  extractfrom  his  despatch  to  Mr.  Poletica,  whioh 
has  been  transmitted  to  this  House  would  de- 
monstrate that  he  merited  the  confidence  of  his 
master.  It  was  quite  refreshing  to  read  such  State 
papers  after  perusing  those  (he  was  sorry  to  say 
it  J  he  wished  there  was  a  veil  broad  and  thick 
enough  to  conceal  them  forever)  which  this  treaty 
had  produced  on  the  part  of  our  own  Government. 

Conversations  between  my  Lord  Castlereagh 
and  our  Minister  at  London  had  also  been  cook- 
municated  to  this  House.  Nothing  from  the  hand 
of  his  Lordship  is  produced ;  no !  he  does  not  com- 
mit himself  in  that  way.  The  sense  in  which  our 
Minister  understood  him,  and  the  imrport  of  certain 
parts  of  despatches  from  the  British  Government 
to  its  Minister  at  Madrid,  which  he  deigned  to 
read  to  our  Minister,  are  alone  communicated  to  m. 
Now  we  know  very  well  how  diplomatists,  when 
it  is  their  (Measure  to  do  so,  can  wrap  themselvoi 
up  in  mystery.  No  man  more  than  my  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh, who  is  also  an  able  Minister,  possessing 
much  greater  talents  than  are  allowed  to  him  gen- 
erally in  this  country,  can  successfully  express  him- 
self m  ambiguous  language,  when  he  chooses  to 
employ  i  t.  Mr.  C .  recollected  himself  once  to  ha.ve 
witnessed  this  facility,  on  the  part  of  his  Lordshipb 
The  case  was  this.  When  Bonaparte  made  hit 
escape  from  Elba  and  invaded  France,  a  great  part 
of  Europe  believed  that  it  was  with  the  connivance 
of  the  British  Ministry.  The  opposition  charged 
them,  in  Parliament  with  it,  and  they  were  inter- 
rogated to  know  what  measures  of  precaution  they 
had  taken  against  such  an  event.  Lord  Castlereaga 
replied  by  stating  that  there  was  an  understanding 
with  a  certain  naval  officer  of  high  rank,  comr 
manding  in  the  adjacent  seas,  that  he  was  to  act 
on  certain  contingencies.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman, 
if  you  can  make  any  thing  intelligible  out  of  this 
reply  you  will  have  much  more  success  than  the 
English  opposition  had. 

Theallowanceof  interfi^ence  by  foreign  Powers 
in  the  affairs  of  our  Government,  not  pertaining  to 
themselves,  is  against  the  counseb  of  our  wiaevt 

Eoliticians--those  of  Washington,  Jefferson,  and, 
e  would  add  also,  those  of  the  present  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate ;  for, pending  this  very  Spanish  negotiation, 
the  offer  of  the  mediation  of  foreign  States  was  de- 
clined, upon  the  true  ground  that  Europe  had  her 
system,  and  we  ours ;  and  that  it  was  not  compat- 
ible with  our  policy  to  entangle  ourselves  in  the 
labyrinths  of  hers.  But  a  mediation  is  far  prefer- 
able to  the  species  of  interference  on  which  it  had 
beenhisrcyiuctant  duty  to  comment.  The  mediator 
is  a  judee,  placed  on  nigh,  his  conscience  his  guide, 
the  wmd  the  spectators,  and  posterity  his  judge. 
His  position  is  one,  therefore,  of  the  greatest  respon- 
sibility. But  what  responsibility  is  there  attached 
to  this  sort  of  irreguUr,  drawing-room,  intriguing 
interposition  ?  He  could  see  no  motive  for  gov- 
erning or  influencing  our  policy,  in  regard  to 
Spain,  furnished  in  any  of  the  communications 
which  respected  the  disposition  of  foreign  Powers. 
He  regretted,  for  his  part,  that  they  bad  been  at  all 
consulted.  There  was  nothing  in  the  character 
of  the  power  of  Spain ;  nothing  in  the  beneficial 
nature  of  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  to  us,  which 
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warranted  us  id  seeking  the  aid  of  foreign  Powers, 
if  in  any  case  whatever  that  aid  was  desirable.  He 
was  far  from  saying  that,  in  the  foreign  action  of 
this  Government,  it  might  not  be  prudent  to  keep 
a  watchful  eye  upon  the  probable  conduct  of  for- 
eign Powers.  Tnat  mignt  be  a  material  circum- 
stance to  be  taken  into  consideration.  But  he 
never  would  avow  to  our  own  people — never  pro- 
mulgate to  foreign  Powers,  that  their  wishes  and  in- 
terference were  the  controlling  cause  of  our  policy. 
Such  promulgation  would  lead  to  the  most  alarm- 
ing consequences.  It  was  to  invite  further  inter- 
position. It  might,  in  process  of  time,  create  in  the 
bosom  of  our  country  a  Russian  faction,  a  British 
faction,  a  French  faction.  Everv  nation  ought  to 
be  jealous  of  this  species  of  interference,  whatever 
was  its  form  of  government.  But  of  all  forms  of 
government  the  united  testimony  of  all  history  ad- 
monishes a  Republic  to  be  most  guarded  asainst 
it.  From  the  moment  that  Philip  intermeddled  in 
the  affairs  of  Greece,  the  liberty  of  Greece  was 
doomed  to  inevitable  destruction. 

Suppose,  said  Mr.  C,  we  could  see  the  commu- 
nications which  have  passed  between  His  Imperial 
Majesty  and  the  British  Governmen.t,  respectively, 
and  Spain,  in  regard  to  the  United  States ;  what 
do  you  imagine  would  be  their  character?  Do 
you  suppose  that  the  same  language  has  been  held 
to  Spain  and  to  us  ?  Do  you  not,  on  the  contrary, 
bdieve,  that  sentiments  have  been  expressed  to  her, 
consoling  to  her  pride?  That  we  have  been  rep- 
resented, perhaps,  as  an  ambitious  Republic,  seeking 
to  aggrandize  ourselves  at  her  expense? 

In  the  other  ground  taken  by  the  President,  the 
present  distressed  condition  or  Spain,  for  his  re- 
commendation of  forbearance  to  act  during  the 
present  session,  Mr.  G.  was  sorry  also  to  say  that 
It  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  solid.  He  could 
well  conceive  how  the  weakness  of  your  agc^ressor 
might,  when  he  was  withholding  from  you  justice, 
form  a  motive  for  your  pressing  your  equitable 
demands  upon  him ;  but  he  could  not  accord  in  the 
wisdom  of  that  policy  which  would  wait  his  re- 
covery of  strength,  so  as  to  enable  him  successfully 
to  resist  those  demands.  Nor  would  it  comport 
with  the  practice  of  our  own  Gk)vernment  hereto- 
fore. Did  we  not,  in  1811,  when  the  present  mon- 
arch of  Spain  was  an  ignoble  captive,  and  the 
people  of  the  Peninsula  were  contending  for  the 
inestimable  privilege  of  self-government,  seize  and 
occupy  that  part  of  Louisiana  which  is  situated 
between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Perdido?  What 
most  the  people  of  Spain  think  of  that  policy  which 
won  Id  not  spape  them,  and  which  commiserates 
alone  an  unworthy  prince,  who  ignominiously 
surrendered  himself  to  his  enemy ;  a  vile  despot, 
of  whom  I  cannot  speak  in  appropriate  language 
without  departing  from  the  respect  due  to  this 
House  or  to  myself?  What  must  the  people  of 
South  America  think  of  this  sympathy  for  Ferdi- 
nand, at  a  moment  when  they,  as  well  as  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Peninsula  themselves,  (if  we  are  to  believe 
the  late  accounts,  and  Gk>d  send  they  may  be  true,) 
are  struggling  for  liberty  ? 

Again :  When  we  declared  our  late  just  war 
against  Great  Britain,  did  we  wait  for  a  moment 
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when  she  was  freefrom  embarrassment  and  distre^. 
or  did  we  not  rather  wisely  select  a  period  whfr 
there  was  the  greatest  probability  of  fiving'  sucees* 
to  our  arms  ?  What  was  the  com|Maint  in  Eng- 
land ;  what  the  languase  of  faction  here  ?  Was 
it  not  that  we  had  cruelly  proclaimed  the  war  t\ 
a  time  when  she  was  struggling  for  the  liberties  of 
the  world  ?  How  truly,  let  the  sequel  and  tft^ 
voice  of  impartial  history  tell. 

Whilst  he  could  not,  therefore,  Mr.  C.  said^  per- 
suade himself  that  the  reasons  assigned   by  th' 
President  for  postponing  the  subject  of  our  Span- 
ish afiairs  until  another  session  were  entitled  t- 
all  the  weight  which  he  seemed  to  think  beJoogec 
to  them,  he  did  not,  nevertheless,  regret  that  th* 
particular  project  recommended  by  the  Commi fte>: 
of  Foreign  Relations  was  thus  to  be  disposed  oi\ 
for  it  was  war,  war,  attempted  to  be  disguised. 
And  if  we  went  to  war,  he  thought  it  should  hare 
no  other  limit  than  indemnity  for  the  past,  and 
security  for  the  future.    He  nad  no  idea  of  tiie 
wisdom  of  that  measure  of  hostility  which  would 
bind  us,  whilst  the  other  party  is  left  free. 
Before  he  proceeded  to  consider  the  particidar 
ropositions  which  the  resolutions  contained  whidt 
e  had  had  the  honor  of  submitting*  it  was  mate- 
rial to  determine  the  actual  posture  of  our  lelatioas 
to  Spain.    He  considered  it  too  clear  to  need  dis- 
cussion, that  the  treaty  was  at  an  end ;  that  it  con- 
tained, in  its  present  state,  no  obligation  wlntever 
upon  us,  and  no  obligation  whatever  on  the  part 
of  Spain.    It  was  as  if  it  had  never  been.    We 
are  remitted  back  to  the  state  of  our  rights  andoor 
demands  which  existed  prior  to  the  conclosioB  of 
the  treaty,  with  this  only  difference,  that,  is^ead 
of  being  merged  in,  or  weakened  by  the  tmty, 
they  have  acquired  all  the  additional  force  vhich 
the  intervening  time  and  the  faithlessness  of  Spam 
can  communicate  to  them.    Standing  on  this  yo- 
sition,  he  should  not  deem  it  necessary  to  intafen 
with  the  treaty-making  power,  if  a  fixed  and  per- 
severing purpose  had  not  been  indicated  by  it,  to 
obtain  the  revival  of  the  treaty.    Now,  he  ttought 
it  a  bad  treatjr.    The  interest  of  the  coantrj,  as  it 
appeared  to  him,  forbade  its  renewal.  Being  gone, 
it  was  perfectly  incomprehensible  to  hun  why  so 
much  solicitude  was  manifested  to  restore  it.    let 
it  is  clung  to  with  the  same  sort  of  frantic  affee- 
tion  with  which  the  bereaved  mother  hogs  her 
dead  infant  in  the  vain  hope  of  bringing  it  back  to 
life. 

Has  the  House  of  Representatives  a  right  to 
express  its  opinion  upon  the  arrangement  made  in 
that  treaty  ?  The  President,  by  asking  Congress 
to  CBTTj  it  into  effect,  has  given  us  jurisdiction  of 
the  subject,  if  we  had  it  not  before.  We  derive 
from  that  circumstance  the  riffht  to  con»der — 
first,  if  there  be  a  treaty ;  secondly,  if  we  ought  to 
carry  it  into  effect;  and,  thirdly,  if  there  be  no 
treaty,  whether  it  be  eipcdient  to  assert  our  rights, 
independent  of  the  treaty.  It  will  not  be  contended 
that  we  are  restricted  to  that  specific  mode  of  re- 
dress which  the  President  intimated  in  his  opening 
Message. 

The  first  resolution  which  he  had  presented,  as- 
serted that  the  Constitation  rests  in  the  Congress 
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of  the  United  States  the  power  to  dispose  of  the 
territoiy  belonging'  to  them;  and  that  no  treaty, 
purporting  to  alienate  any  portion  thereof,  is  valid, 
witQOQt  the  concurrence  ol  Congress. 

The  proposition  which  it  asserts  was,  he  thought, 
sufficiently  maintained  by  barely  reading  the  clause 
in  the  Constitution  on  which  it  rests :  ''  The  Con- 
gress shall  hare  power  to  dispose  of,  dbc,  the  ter- 
ritory, or  other  property,  belonging  to  the  United 
States." 

It  was  far  from  his  wish  to  renew  at  large  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  treaty-making  power<  The  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  had  not  defined  the 
precise  limits  of  that  power,  because,  from  the  na- 
ture of  it,  they  could  not  be  prescribed.  It  appeared 
to  him,  however,  that  no  safe  American  statesman 
would  assign  to  it  a  boundless  scope.  He  pre- 
sumed, for  example,  that  it  would  not  be  contended 
that,  in  a  Government  which  was  itself  liijiited, 
there  was  a  functionary  without  limit.  The  first 
mat  bound  to  the  power  in  question,  he  appre- 
hended, was  that  no  treaty  could  constitutionally 
transcend  the  very  objects  and  purposes  of  the 
Government  itself.  He  thought,  also,  that,  wher- 
ever there  were  specific  grants  of  power  to  Con- 
gress, they  limited  or  controlled^  or,  he  would  ra- 
ther say,  modified  the  exercise  or  the  general  grant 
of  the  treaty-making  power,  upon  me  principle 
which  was  ramiliar  to  every  one.  He  did  not  in- 
sist that  the  treaty-making  power  could  not  act 
upon  the  subjects  committ^  to  the  charge  of  Con- 
gress ;  he  merely  contended  that  the  concurrence 
of  Congress  in  its  action  upon  those  subjects,  was 
necessary.  Nor  would  he  insist  that  the  concur- 
rence should  precede  that  action.  It  would  be 
always  most  desirable  that  it  should  precede  it,  if 
convenient,  to  guard  against  the  commitment  of 
Congress,  on  the  one  hand,  by  the  Executive,  or, 
on  the  otnen  what  might  seem  to  be  a  violation  of 
the  faith  of  the  country,  pledged  for  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty.  But  he  was  perfectly  aware 
that  it  would  be  very  often  highly  inconvenient  to 
deliberate,  in  a  body  so  numerous  as  Congress,  on 
the  nature  of  those  terms  on  which  it  might  be 
proper  to  treat  with  foreign  Powers.  In  the  view  of 
the  subject  which  he  had  been  taking,  there  was  a 
much  higher  d^ee  of  securitv  to  the  interests  of 
the  country.  For,  with  all  nis  respect  for  the 
President  and  Senate,  it  could  not  disparage  the 
wisdom  of  their  councils  to  add  to  it  that  of  this 
House  also.  But  if  the  concurrence  of  this  House 
be  not  necessary  in  the  cases  asserted ;  if  there  be 
no  restriction  upon  the  power  he  was  considering, 
it  might  draw  to  itself  and  absorb  the  whole  of  the 
powers  of  Government.  To  contract  alliances, 
to  stipulate  for  raising  troops  to  be  employed  in  a 
common  war  about  to  be  waged,  to  grant  subsi- 
dies, even  to  introduce  foreign  troops  within  the 
bosom  of  the  country,  were  not  unfrequent  in- 
stances of  the  exercise  of  this  power ;  and  if,  in 
all  such  cases,  the  honor  and  faith  of  the  nation 
were  committed,  by  the  exclusive  act  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate,  the  melancholy  duty  alone  might 
be  left  to  Congress  of  recording  the  ruin  of  the 
Republic. 

The  House  of  Representatives  has  uniformly 


maintained  its  ri^ht  to  deliberate  upon  those  trea- 
ties in  which  their  co-operation  was  asked  by  the 
Executive.  In  the  first  case  that  occurred  in  the 
progress  of  our  Government,  that  of  the  treaty, 
commonly  called  Mr.  Jay's  Treaty,  after  Greneral 
Washington  refused  to  communicate  his  instruc- 
tions to  that  Minister,  the  House  asserted  its  right, 
by  fifty  odd  votes  to  thirty  odd.  In  the  last  case 
that  occurred,  the  Convention  of  1815,  with  Great 
Britain,  although  it  passed  off  upon  what  was 
called  a  compromise,  this  House  substantially  ob- 
tained its  object ;  for,  if  that  Convention  operated 
as  a  repeal  of  the  laws  with  which  it  was  mcom- 
patible,  the  act  which  passed  was  altogether  un- 
necessary. 

Supposing,  however,  that  no  treaty  which  un- 
dertakes to  dbpose  of  the  territory  or  the  United 
States  is  valid  without  the  concurrence  of  Con- 
gress, it  may  be  contended  that  such  treaty  may 
constitutionally  fix  the  limits  of  the  territories  of 
the  United  States,  where  they  are  disputed,  with- 
out the  co-operation  of  Con^^ress.  He  admitted  it, 
when  the  fixation  of  the  limits  simply  was  the  ob- 
ject, as  in  the  case  of  the  river  St.  Croix,  or  the 
more  recent  stipulation  in  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,' or 
in  that  of  the  Treaty  with  Spain  in  1795.  In  all 
these  cases,  the  treaty-making  power  merely  re- 
duces to  certainty  that  which  was  before  unascer- 
tained. It  announces  the  fact ;  it  proclaims  in  a 
tangible  form  the  existence  of  the  boundary ;  it 
does  not  make  a  new  boundary;  it  asserts  only 
where  the  new  boundary  was.  But  it  cannot 
under  color  of  fixing  a  boundary  previously  exist- 
ing, though  not  in  fact  marked,  undertake  to  cede 
away,  without  the  concurrence  of  Congress,  whole 
provinces.  If  the  subject  be  one  of  a  mixed  char- 
acter ;  if  it  consists  partly  of  cession,  and  partly  of 
the  fixation  of  a  prior  limit,  he  contended  that 
the  President  must  come  here  for  the  consent  of 
Congress.  But  in  the  Florida  Treaty  it  was  not 
pretended  that  the  object  was  simply  a  declane^ 
tion  of  where  the  western  limit  of  Louisiana  was; 
it  was,  on  the  contrary,  the  case  of  an  avowed 
cession  of  territory  from  the  United  States  to 
Spain.  The  whole  of  the  correspondence  man- 
ifested that  the  respective  parties  to  the  negotia- 
tion were  not  engaged  so  much  in  an  inquiry 
where  the  limit  of  Louisiana  was,  as  that  they 
were  exchaginff  overtures  as  to  where  it  should  be. 
Hence  we  find  various  limits  proposed  and  dia^ 
cussed.  At  one  time  the  Mississippi  is  proposed ; 
then  the  Missouri;  then  a  river  discharging  itself 
into  the  gulf  east  of  the  Sabine;  a  vast  desert  i» 
proposed  to  separate  the  territories  ef  the  two  Pow- 
ers ;  and  finally  the  Sabine,  which  neither  of  the 
parties  had  ever  contended  was  the  ancient  limit 
of  Louisiana^  is  adopted,  and  the  boundary  is  ex- 
tended from  Its  source  by  a  line  perfectly  new  and 
arbitrary ;  and  the  treaty  itself  proclaims  iu  pur- 
pose to  be  a  cession  from  the  united  States  to 
Spain. 

The  second  resolution  comprehended  three  prop- 
ositions; the  first  of  which  wasj  that  the  equiva- 
lent mated  by  Spain  to  the  United  States  for  the 
provmce  of  Texas  was  inadequate.  To  determine 
this  it  was  necessary  to  estimate  the  value  of  what 
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we  j^ve  and  of  what  we  received.  This  inrolyed 
an  inquiry  into  our  claim  to  Texas.  It  was  not 
his  purpose  to  enter  at  large  into  this  subject.  He 
presumed  the  spectacle  would  not  be  presented  of 
questioning,  in  this  branch  of  the  Government, 
our  title  to  Texas,  which  had  been  constantly 
maintained  by  the  Executive,  for  more  than  fifteen 
years  past,  under  three  several  Administrations. 
He  was  at  the  same  time  ready  and  prepared  to 
make  out  our  title,  if  any  one  in  this  House  were 
fearless  enough  to  controvert  it.  He  would  for  the 
present  briefly  state  that  the  man  who  is  most 
familiar  with  the  transactions  of  this  Grovemment 
— who  so  largely  participated  in  the  formation  of 
the  Constitution,  and  in  all  that  has  been  done 
under  it ;  who,  besides  the  eminent  services  that 
he  has  rendered  his  country,  principally  contrib- 
uted to  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana ;  and  who  must 
be  si^pposed.  from  his  various  oppcnrtunities,  best 
to  knpw  its  limits— declared,  fifteen  years  aeo,  tluit 
oiar  title  to  the  Rio  del  Norte  was  as  well  founded 
9s  it  was  to  the  island  of  New  Orleans. 

[Here  Mr.  C.  read  an  extract  from  a  memoir 
presented  in  1805,  by  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinek- 
ney,  to  Mr.  Cevailos,  proving  that  the  boundary 
of  Louisiana  extended  eastward  to  the  Perdido, 
and  westward  to  the  Rio  del  Norte ;  in  which  they 
say :  ^^  The  facts  and  principles  which  justify  thjis 
<  conclusion  are  so  satisfactory  to  their  Gov^n- 
^  ment  as  to  convince  it  that  the  United  States 

*  have  not  a  better  right  to  the  island  of  New  Or- 
^  leans,  under  the  cession  referred  to,  than  they 

*  have  to  the  whole  district  of  territory  thus  de- 

*  scribed."] 

The  title  to  the  Perdido  on  the  one  side,  and  to 
the  Rio  del  Norte  on  the  other,  rested  on  the  same 
])rinciple — ^the  priority  of  discovery  and  occupa- 
tion by  France.  Spain  had  first  discovered  and 
made  an  establishment  at  Pensacolar— France  at 
Dauphin  island  in  the  Bay  of  Mobile.  The  intei^ 
mediate  space  was  unoccupied;  and  the  principle  ob- 
served among  European  nations  having  contiguous 
settlements — beinff  that  the  unoccupied  space  be- 
tween them  should  be  equally  divided — ^was  appli- 
ed to  it,  and  the  Perdido  thus  became  the  common 
boundary.  So,  west  of  the  Mississippi.  La  Salle, 
acting  under  France,  in  1682  or  1683,  first  discov- 
ered that  river.  In  1685,  he  made  an  establish- 
ment on  the  Bay  of  St.  Bernard,  west  of  the  Col- 
orado, emptying  into  it.  The  nearest  Spanish 
settlement  was  Panuco,  and  the  Rio  del  Norte, 
about  the  midway  line,  became  the  common 
boandury. 

All  accounts-  concurred  in  representing  Texas 
to  be  extremely  valuable.  Its  superficial  extent 
was  three  or  four  times  ereater  than  that  of  Flori- 
da. The  climate  was  delicious;  the  soil  fertile; 
the  margins  of  the  rivers  abounding  in  live  oak ; 
and  the  country  admitting  of  easy  settlement.  It 
possessed,  moreover,  if  he  were  not  misinformed, 
one  of  the  finest  ports  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
The  productions  of  which  it  was  capable  were 
suited  to  our  wants.  The  unfortunate  captive  of 
St.  Helena  wished  for  ships,  commerce,  and  colo- 
*"^*  We  have  them  all,  if  we  do  not  wantonly 
throw  them  away.    The  colonies  of  other  coun- 


tries are  separated  from  them  by  vast  seas,  requii- 
ing  great  expense  to  protect  them,  aad  are  hdi 
subject  to  a  constant  risk  of  their  being  torn  frcs. 
their  grasp.  Our  colonies,  on  the  contnry,  art 
united  to  and  form  a  part  of  our  continent ;  axid 
the  same  Mississippi,  from  whose  rich  deposiu:  ihe 
best  of  them  ^Louisiana)  has  been  formed,  will 
transport  on  ner  bosom  the  brave  and  patric4ic 
men  from  her  tributary  streams  to  defesid  and  p-t- 
serve  the  next  most  valuable,  the  province  d 
Texas. 

We  wanted  Florida,  or  rather  we  fikaU  want  li 
or,  to  sp^  yet  more  correctly^  we  want  nobody 
else  to  have  it.    We  do  not  desire  it  for  immediate 
use.    It  fills  a  snace  in  our  imagination,  and  we 
wish  it  to  complete  the  arrondissement  ot  our  ter- 
ritory.   It  must  certainly  come  to  us.    Tbefipett- 
ed  fruit  will  not  more  surely  fall.    Florida  is  en- 
closed in  between  Alabama  and  Georgia,  and  can- 
not escape.  Texas  may*  Whether  we  get  Florida 
now  or  some  five  or  ten  years  hence,  is  of  no  con- 
sequence, provided  no  other  Power  gets  it*,  and  if 
any  other  rower  should  attempt  to  take  it,  an  ex- 
isung  act  of  Congress  authorizes  the  President  to 
prevent  it.     He  was  not  disposed  to  dispara^ 
Florida,  but  its  intrinsic  value  was  incomparauj 
less  than  that  of  Texas,    Almost  its  sole  raJue 
was  military.    The  possession  of  it  would  uadoabt- 
edly  communicate  some  additional   secuiity  to 
Louisiana  and  to  the  American  commerce  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico.    But  it  was  not  very  essentki  lo 
have  it  for  protection  to  Qeorgia  and  Alabama. 
There  could  be  no  attack  upon  either  of  them,  bj 
a  foreign  Power,  on  the  side  of  Florida.    It  now 
covered  those  States.    Annexed  to  the  United 
States,  and  we  should  have  to  extend  our  iiseof 
defence  so  as  to  embrace  Florida.    Far  from  betne, 
therefore,  a  source  of  immediate  profit,  it  woi£ 
be  the  occasion  of  considerable  immediate  expense. 
The  acquisition  of  it  was  certainly  a  fair  object  of 
our  policy ;  and  ought  never  to  be  lost  sight  oL   li 
was  even  a  laudable  ambition  in  any  Chief  Magis- 
trate  to  endeavor  to  illustrate  the  epoch  of  bis  ad- 
ministration by  such  an  acquisition.    It  was  less 
necessary,  however,  to  fill  the  meaaqre  of  the  hon- 
ors of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  tl»n  that  of 
9tixY  other  man,  in  consequence  of  the  lirg^  shaie 
which  he  had  in  oUaining  all  Louisiana.    But, 
whoever  may  deserve  the  renown  which  may  at^ 
tend  the  incorporation  of  Florida  into  our  Confed- 
eracy, it  is  our  business,  as  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  who  are  to  pay  the  price  of  ity  to  t&kc 
care,  as  far  as  we  constitutionally  can,  that  too 
much  is  not  given.    He  would  not  give  Texas  for 
Florida  in  a  naked  exchange.    We  were  bound 
by  the  treaty  to  give  not  merely  Texas,  but  five 
millions  of  aoUars  also,  and  the  excess  beyond  that 
sum  of  all  our  claims  upon  Spain,  which  have 
been  variously  estimated  at  from  fifteen  to  twentf 
millions  of  dollars. 

The  public  is  not  generally  apprized  of  another 
large  consideration  which  passed  from  us  to  Spain, 
if  an  interpr^ation  which  he  had  heard  fivea  to 
the  treaty  were  iust,  and  it  was  certainly  plausibl& 
Subsequent  to  the  transfer,  but  before  the  delivery, 
of  Louisiana  from  Spain  to  France,  the  then  Got- 
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ernor  of  New  Orleans  (he  believed  his  name  was 
Gayoso)  made  a  number  of  concessions  upon  the 
payment  of  an  inconsiderable  pecuniary  consider- 
ation, amounting  to  between  nine  hundred  thou- 
sand and  a  million  of  acres  of  land,  similar  to 
those  recently  made  at  Madrid  to  the  royal  favor- 
ites. This  land  is  situated  in  Feliciana,  and  be- 
tween the  Mississippi  and  the  Amite,  in  the  present 
State  of  Louisiana.  It  was  ^^ranted.  to  persons 
who  possessed  the  very  best  mformation  of  the 
country^  and  is  nodoub^  therefore,  the  choice  land. 
The  United  States  have  never  recognised,  but  have 
constantly  denied  the  validity  of  these  concessions. 
It  is  contended  by  the  parties  concerned  that  they 
are  confirmed  by  the  late  treaty.  By  the  second 
article  his  Catholic  Majesty  cedes  to  the  United 
States,  in  full  property  and  sovereignty,  all  the 
territories  which  belong  to  him,  situated  to  the 
eastward  of  the  Mississippi,  known  by  the  name  of 
East  and  West  Florida,  And  by  the  eighth  article 
all  the  grants  of  land  made  before  the  ^th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1818,  by  his  Catholic  Majesty,  or  by  his 
lawful  authorities,  shall  be  ratified  and  confirmed, 
&c.  Now,  the  grants  in  question,  having  been 
made  long  prior  to  that  day,  are  supposed  to  be 
confirmed.  He  understood,  from  a  person  interest- 
ed, that  Don  Onis  had  assured  him  it  was  hb  in- 
tention to  confirm  them.  Whether  the  American 
negotiator  had  the  same  intention   or  not,   he 

gifr.  C.)  did  not  know.  It  will  not  be  pretended 
at  the  letter  of  Mr.  Adams,  of  the  12th  of  March, 
1818,  in  which  he  declines  to  treat  any  further 
with  respect  to  any  part  of  the  territory  included 
within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  can 
control  the  operation  of  the  subsequent  treaty. 
That  treaty  must  be  interpreted  by  what  is  in  it, 
and  not  by  what  is  out  of  it.  The  overtures  which 
passed  between  the  parties  respectively,  prior  to 
the  conclusion  of  the  treaty,  can  neither  restrict 
nor  enlarge  its  meaning.  Moreover,  when  Mr. 
Madison  occupied,  in  1811,  the  country  between 
the  Mississippi  ana  the  Perdido,  he  declared  that, 
in  our  hands,  it  should  be,  as  it  has  been,  subject 
to  negotiation.  * 

It  results,  then,  that  we  have  given  for  Florida, 
charged  and  incumbered  as  it  is-- 

1st.  Unincumbered  Texas ; 

2d.  Five  millions  of  dollars ; 

3d.  A  surrender  of  all  oar  claims  upon  Spain, 
not  included  in  that  five  millions ;  and, 

4tfa.  If  the  interpretation  of  the  treaty  which  he 
had  stated  were  well  founded,  about  a  million  of 
acres  of  the  best  unseated  land  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  worth  perhaps  ten  millions  of  dollars. 

The  first  proposition  contained  in  the  second 
resolution  was  thus,  Mr.  C.  thought,  Mly  sustained. 
The  next  was^  that  it  was  inexpedient  to  cede 
Texas  to  any  foreign  Power.  Mr.  C.  said  he  was 
opposed  to  die  transfer  of  any  part  of  the  territories 
of  the  United  States  to  any  foreign  Power.  They 
constituted,  in  his  opinion,  a  sacred  inheritance  of 
posterity,  which  we  ouj^ht  to  preserve  unimpaired. 
He  wished  it  was,  if  it  were  not  a  fundamental 
and  inviolable  law  of  the  land,  that  they  should 
be  inalienable  to  any  foreign  Power.  It  was  quite 
evident  that  it  was  in  the  order  of  Providence ;  that 
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it  was  an  inevitable  result  of  the  principle  of  pop- 
ulation, that  the  whole  of  this  continent^  including 
Texas,  was  to  be  peopled  in  process  of  time.  The 
question  was,  by  whose  race  shall  it  be  peopled  ? 
In  our  hands  it  will  be  peopled  by  freemen,  and 
the  sons  of  freemen,  carrying  with  them  our  lan- 
guage, our  laws,  and  our  liberties ;  establishing  on 
the  prairies  of  Texas  temples  dedicated  to  the  simple 
and  devout  modes  of  worship  of  God  incident  to 
our  religion,  and  temples  dedicated  to  that  freedom 
which  we  adore  next  to  Him.  In  the  hands  of 
others,  it  may  become  the  habitation  of  despotism 
and  of  slaves,  subject  to  the  vile  dominion  of  the 
inquisition  and  of  superstition.  He  knew  that 
there  were  honest  and  enlightened  men  who  feared 
that  our  Confederacy  was  already  too  large,  and 
that  there  was  danger  of  disruption  arising  out  of 
the  want  of  reciprocal  coherence  between  its  sev- 
eral parts.  He  hoped  and  believed  that  the  prin- 
ciple of  representation,  and  the  formation  of  States, 
would  preserve  us  an  united  people.    But  if  Texas, 


our  children's  children.  The  difference  between 
those  who  might  be  disinclined  to  its  annexation 
to  our  Confederacy^  and  him,  was,  that  their  sys- 
tem began  where  his  might,  possibly,  in  some  dis- 
tant future  day,  terminate ;  and  that  theirs  began 
with  a  foreign  race,  aliens  to  every  thing  that  we 
hold  dear,  and  his  ended  with  a  race  partaking  of 
all  our  qualities. 

The  last  proposition  which  the  second  resolution! 
affirms^  is,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  renew  the  treaty. 
If  Spam  had  promptly  ratified  it,  bad  as  it  is,  he 
would  have  acquiesced  in  it.  After  the  protracted 
negotiation  which  it  terminated ;  aAer  the  irritat- 
ing and  exasperating  correspondence  which  pre- 
ceded it,  he  would  have  taken  the  treaty  as  a  man 
who  has  passed  a  long  and  restless  nignt,  turning 
and  tossing  in  his  bed,  snatches  at  day  an  hour's 
disturbed  repose.  But  she  would  not  ratify  it ; 
she  would  not  consent  to  be  bound  by  it,  and  she 
has  liberated  us  from  it.  Is  it  wise  to  renew  the 
negotiation,  if  it  is  to  be  recommenced  by  announ- 
cing to  her  at  once  our  ultimatum  ?  Shall  we  not 
five  her  the  vantage  ground  ?  In  early  life  he 
had  sometimes  indulged  in  a  species  of  amusement, 
which  years  and  experience  nad  determined  him 
to  renounce,  which,  if  the  Committee  would  allow 
him  to  use  it,  furnished  him  «with  a  figure — Shall 
we  enter  on  the  ffame,  with  our  hand  exposed  to 
the  adversary,  whilst  he  shuffles  the  cards  to  ac- 
quire more  strength  ?  What  has  lost  us  his  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty  ?  Incontestably  our  impor- 
tunity to  procure  tne  ratification,  and  the  hopes 
which  that  opportunity  inspired,  that  he  could  yet 
obtain  more  from  us.  Let  us  undeceive  him.  Let 
us  proclaim  the  acknowledged  truth,  that  the  treaty 
is  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  this  country.  Are 
we  not  told,  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  bold 
and  confident  assertion,  that  Don  Onis  was  author- 
ized to  grant  us  much  more,  and  that  Spain  dare 
not  deny  his  instructions  ?  That  the  line  of  de- 
marcation is  far  within  his  limits  ?  If  she  would 
have  then  granted  us  more,  is  her  position  now 
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more  favorable  to  her  in  the  negotiatioii  ?  In  our 
relations  to  foreign  Powers,  it  may  be  sometimes 
politic  to  sacrifice  a  portion  of  our  rights  to  secure 
the  residue.  But  is  Spain  such  a  Power  as  that  it 
becomes  us  to  sacrifice  those  rights  ?  Is  she  en- 
titled to  it  by  her  justice^  by  her  observance  of 
ffood  faith,  or  bv  her  possible  annoyance  of  us  in 
the  event  oi  war  ?  She  will  seek,  as  she  has  sought, 
procrastination  in  the  negotiation,  taking  the  treaty 
as  the  basis.  She  will  dare  to  ofiend  us,  as  she 
has  insulted  us,  by  asking  the  disgraceful  stipula- 
tion that  we  shall  not  recognise  the  patriots.  Let 
us  put  aside  the  treaty ;  tell  her  to  grant  us  our 
rignts,  to  their  uttermost  extent.  And  if  she  still 
puters,  let  us  assert  those  rights  by  whatever 
measures  it  is  for  the  interest  of  our  country  to 
adopt. 

It  the  treaty  were  abandoned  ;  if  it  were  not  on 
the  contrary  signified,  too  distinctly,  that  there 
was  to  be  a  continued  and  unremitting  endeavor 
to  obtain  its  revival,  he  would  not  think  it  advisa- 
ble for  this  House  to  interpose.  But,  with  all  the 
information  in  our  possession,  and  holding  the 
opinions  which  he  entertained,  he  thought  it  the 
bounden  duty  of  the  House  to  adopt  the  resolu- 
tions. He  had  acquitted  himself  of  wnat  he  deemed 
a  solemn  duty,  in  bringing  up  the  subject.  Others 
would  discharge  theirs  according  to  their  own 
sense  of  them. 

Mr.  LowNOEs  followed  Mr.  Clay  in  the  debate. 
Before  entering  into  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of 
the  propositions  submitted  by  the  Speaker,  he  said, 
it  appeared  to  him  there  was  a  previous  question 
to  be  settled,  the  determination  of  which  might 
preclude  a  decision  of  the  main  question  on  its 
merits.  That  question  was,  whether  the  attempt, 
on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  take  the  conduct  of 
negotiations  with  foreign  Powers  into  its  hands 
would  not  be  greatly  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of 
the  country?  It  was  worthv  of  inquiry,  also, 
whether  it  was  consistent  witn  prudence,  or  with 
wisdom,  to  engage  in  the  discussion  of  propositions, 
the  adoption  of  which  would  have  that  efiect? 

Mr.  L.  said  he  was  far  from  considering  the  two 
resolutions  now  before  the  Committee  as  of  the 
same  character.  He  was  readv  to  admit  that  the 
consideration  of  the  question,  now  far  this  House 
has  a  right  to  interpose  in  respect  to  treaties — of 
thb  theoretically  abstract  question — was  not  liable 
to  the  same  objection  as  the  discussion  of  the  sec- 
ond resolve ;  but  he  should  consider  the  consump- 
tion of  time  in  its  discussion  utterly  useless  and 
wasteful  at  this  moment. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  made  a  re- 
mark, in  relation  to  the  late  communication  of  the 
President  to  Congress,  which,  Mr.  L.  said,  ap- 
peared to  him  to  have  arisen  entirely  from  misap- 
prehension of  the  nature  of  that  communication. 
The  gentleman  considered  the  Message  as  founded 
on  the  wishes  of  those  foreign  Powers  whose  views 
on  the  subject  our  Government  had  been  apprized 
of.  The  best  attention  which  he  had  been  aole  to 
bestow  on  the  subject,  Mr.  L.  said,  had  led  to  con- 
clusions totally  difierent  from  this.  The  papers 
accompanying  the  Message  were  such  as  ought  to 
have  been  communicated  for  the  information  of 


Congress,  but  were  not  the  only  pounds  uf  \z* 
Message.    Could  any  man  read  the  Message  w:l- 
out  seeing  that  the  ground  of  delay  recommeodtt 
by  the  President,  is  the  probability,  of  ivhicii  erh 
dence  b  furnished  in  part  by  communicatioas  frua 
the  Ministers  of  foreign  Powers  directly  and  ladi- 
rectly  to  our  Government,  that  the  object  of  the 
United  States  may  be  accomplished  ivitbout  a  n- 
sort  to  such  measures  as  has  been  recommend 
by  a  Committee  of  this  House  1    It  -would  be  2z 
extravagance  of  independence  to  say,  not  onir  liiat 
foreign  nations  should  not  interpose  in  a  couucr 
versy  between  us  and  a  foreign  Power,  but  t}^: 
they  should  not  even  be  allowed  to  furnish  us  win 
facts— with  that  information  without  -which  the:? 
was  no  wisdom  in  the  conduct  of  foreign  neeotia- 
tions.    Mr.  L.  quoted  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent, to  show  that  the  only  ground  on  which  a 
delay  of  coercive  measures  against  Spain  was  re- 
commended, was,  that  there  was  reason  to  beliere 
that  the  object  of  the  United  States  might  be  at- 
tained without  resorting  to  them.    Was  it  at  all  ex- 
traordinary that  information  on  this  bead  should 
be  obtained  from  foreign  Powers  ?    Was  it  at  all 
extraordinary  that  Spain  should  not  develope  br 
views  to  us,  who  are  the  adverse  party,  yet  bhoold 
disclose  them  to  a  Power  which  is  not  a  pnocfpal 
in  the  controversy,  but  her  ally  and  a  mutual  £ieod  1 
The  Executive  does  not  reiect  informatioii  from 
any  quarter,  and,  least  of  all,  from  a  quarter 'vrheic 
it  is  most  to  be  relied  on.    With  regard  to  foreign 
interference,  he  should  repel,  with  as  mudi  in- 
dignation as  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  uiy 
attempt  to  interm^dle  in  our  internal  affiurs.  Yet 
every  man  who  would  reflect  on  the  condition  21 
which,  in  the  lapse  of  time,  the  United  States  may 
be  placed,  would  see,  that  there  might  be  cases  in 
which,  with  all  our  repugnance  to  the  interpositioL 
of  foreign  nations,  we  may  be  induced,  as  to  col- 
lisions with  foreign  States,  to  consent  to  the  arbi- 
tration of  other  foreign  States,  not  interested  u 
the  controversy.    Thus,  such  a  provision  had  been 
made  in  regard  to  certain  cases  embraced  hj  the 
Treaty  of  Ghenf ;  and,  at  this  very  mcHneot,'  one 
of  the  questions  arising  between  us  and  Great  Brit- 
ain in  regard  to  that  treaty  had  been  referred  to  the 
arbitration  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia.    If,  as  in 
the  case  provided  for  bv  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  the 
mediation  of  a  foreign  Power  may  be  accepted  with 
respect  to  questions  of  boundaries,  may  we  not  go 
so  lar  as  to  say  that  there  may  be  cases  in  which 
we  shall  pay  considerable  deference  to  the  opinions 
of  a  disinterested  foreign  Power  where  territoriaJ 
acquisitions  are  concerned  ? 

But,  Mr.  L.  said,  a  remark  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  apart  from  the  main  question  be- 
fore the  committee,  seemed  to  require  that  he 
should;  before  proceeding  further,  say  something 
of  the  condition  in  which  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations,  of  which  he  was  one,  was  placK 
by  the  Message  from  the  President.  Whether  n 
was  owing  to  insensibility  or  not,  Mr.  L.  said  he 
did  not  feel  that  awkwardness  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  seemed  to  suppose  that  com- 
mittee must  feel.  When  the  committee  recom- 
mended the  immediate  occupation  of  Florida,  and 
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when  thev  withdrew  that  recommendation,  they 
acted  on  both  occasions  from  the  same  motive. 
With  one  information  one  course  might  be  cor- 
rect, whilst  with  other  information  a  different 
course  would  be  proper.  Though  not  satisfied 
that  a  different  course  should  be  pursued  from  that 
recommended  by  the  committee,  yet,  a  different 
course  bein^  recommended  by  circumstances  sub- 
sequently disclosed,  indicating  the  feeling  of  the 
nation  and  the  sentiment  of  uiis  House,  would  a 
discussion  of  the  subject  have  been  deemed  by  any 
gentleman  advantageous  to  the  interests  of  the 
country?  Ousht  the  Committee  to  have  urged  a 
decision  on  their  proposition,  when  no  possible 
advantage  could  have  resulted  from  it  ?  Must  it 
notj  on  the  contrary],  have  led  to  a  discussion 
which  would  be  as  injurious  as  he  would  show 
that  the  present  discussion  would  be,  should  he 
not  succeed  in  a  motion  which  he  should  make, 
as  indiscreet  as  the  gentleman  might  think  it,  to 
prevent  the  further  dbcussion  of  it. 

A  strong  objection,  even  to  a  discussion  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  Speaker,  was,  that,  in  relation 
to  both  of  them,  no  possible  benefit  could  arise 
from  the  discussion  of  them-^nay,  that  a  discus- 
sion, in  such  a  manner  as  to  lead  to  a  just  decision 
of  them,  was  impracticable.  He  asked  any  gen- 
tleman to  say  whether  it  was  not  apparent  that 
the  questions  involved  in  them  coula  not  now  be 
freel)r  discussed?  Under  the  circumstances,  it 
certainly  was;  and,  said  he,  a  discussion  into 
which  we  enter  manacled,  we  ought  not  to  enter 
at  all. 

With  regard  to  the  treaty-making  power,  Mr. 
L.  said,  he  was  willing  to  admit,  that,  m  relation 
to  those  stipulations  wnich  apply  to  subjects  such 
as  are  among  the  enumerated  powers  of  Congress, 
the  sanction  of  the  Representative  body  to  them 
was  necessary.  He  had,  however,  no  intention  to 
enter  into  this  general  ar^ment.  If  discussed, 
said  he,  it  would  force  us  mto  an  extent  of  dis- 
cussion for  which  the  limits  of  the  session  would 
be  too  narrow.  It  would  include  not  only  all  the 
discussions  of  17d5  and  1816,  but  would  open  new 
grounds.  The  Speaker  himself,  he  presumed, 
would  not  be  disposed  to  insist  that  tnis  House 
hjus  a  power,  in  relation  to  a  treaty  stipulating  for 
a  cession  of  territory,  which  it  has  not  in  relation 
to  a  stipulation  for  the  payment  of  money.  If 
there  be  a  power  peculiarly  ours,  said  Mr.  L.,  it  is 
the  power  over  the  purse  of  the  nation.  If  it  be 
contended  that  neither  can  territory  be  ceded,  nor 
money  paid,  without  the  consent  of  this  House, 
there  is  a  question  beyond  that  again ;  will  you 
maintain  that  a  daim^  on  our  part,  for  money  or 
for  territory,  however  well  founded,  cannot  be 
yielded?  Such  cases  were  peculiarly  a  subject 
for  treaty  stipulations.  The  very  treaty  of  which 
we  are  speaking  contains  a  renunciation  of  cUtims. 
In  case  of  a  claim  on  your  part,  not  recognised  by 
the  opposite  party,  your  rignts  may  be  renounced, 
by  treaty  J  for  an  equivalent,  dbc.  Mr.  L.  said  he 
had  no  disposition  to  enter  at  large  or  systemati- 
cally into  the  question  respecting  the  treaty-making 
power ;  but  the  observation  which  he  had  made 
connected  itself  with  another.  I 


Gentlemen  conversant  with  the  history  of  the 
proceedings  of  Concf ress,  might  recollect  the  ground 
taken  by  the  gentleman  '^o  is  now  our  distin- 
guished Minister  in  France ;  that,  in  addition  to 
those  powers  purely  Executive,  which  did  not 
come  in  conflict  witn  the  powers  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  Mr.  Gallatin  admitted,  in  the 
great  debate  of  1795,  there  was  another  and  a  re- 
sulting power  which  did  belong  to  the  treaty- 
making  authority.    That,  for  example,  to  a  stipu- 
lation that  any  act  should  not  pass,  the  consent  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  was  not  necessary, 
because  the  Presiaent  and  Senate,  being  branches 
of  Congress,  had  it  in  their  power  to  enforce  and 
fulfil  the  treaty,  by  withholding  their  assent  from 
any  such  act.    Apply  that  argument  to  the  case 
of  a  renunciation  of  a  claim  for  money  or  for  ter- 
ritory.   Not  beinff  in  the  possession  either  of  our 
Government  or  of  a  foreign  Power,  it  could  be  re- 
claimed or  renounced  only  by  negotiation  or  by 
war,  and  to  either  course  the  consent  of  the  nego- 
tiating power  was  necessary,  dtc.    In  relation  to 
questions  of  boundary,  it  was  admitted  on  all 
hands  that  the  treaty-making  authority  was  com- 
petent to  their  adjustment;  its  competency  must 
be  equally  admitted  in  relation  to  ail  unaajusted 
claims.    He  submitted  then  to  the  Committee, 
whether  there  could  be  any  case  of  an  adjustment 
of  a  claim  to  boundary,  wnich  did  not  include  a 
cession  of  supposed  right  to  territory  by  one  or  the 
other  party.    You  may  establish  points ;  you  may 
say  there  a  colony  was  planted — ^here  a  man  was 
shipwrecked ;  you  may  assert  that  these  points  in- 
clude the  territory  to  which  you  have  a  right ;  but 
the  lines  of  your  boundary  must,  after  afl,  be  ad- 
justed by  negotiation — by  reciprocal  agreement. 
Mr.  L.  said  he  should  be  sorry  if  it  should  be  in- 
ferred, from  what  he  had  said,  that  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  ground  assumed  in  the  resolution 
was  decidedly  erroneous.    That  it  asserted  a  power 
much  greater  than  had  heretofore  been  claimed 
for  the  House  of  Representatives,  he  was  confi- 
dent )  but  he  did  not  mean  to  say  that  he  had 
formed  a  decided  opinion  different  from  that  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  on  this  point.    He 
had  thought  of  it  but  for  a  day  or  two.    It  was, 
however,  a  question  into  whicn  he  thought  the 
House  ought  not  wantonly  and  uselessly  to  enter, 
especially  as  it  had  now  no  superfluous  time  on  its 
hands. 

[Here,  the  hour  being  late,  Mr.  Lowivnes  com- 
plied with  the  wish  of  a  gentleman  near  him,  and 
gave  way  for  an  adjournment.  The  next  day  he 
resumed  his  remarks.] 

Mr.  L.  did  not,  he  repeated,  intend  to  express 
any  opinion  affirmatively  or  negatively  on  the 
proposition  contained  in  tne  first  of  the  above  res- 
olutions. But,  he  said,  it  touched  a  subject  so 
complicated  and  difficult  as  to  make  it  necessary, 
if  acted  on  at  all,  that  it  should  occupy  a  much 
greater  portion  of  time  in  the  discussion  than 
could  be  spared  at  this  period  of  the  session  for 
the  discussion  of  an  abstract  proposition.  There 
must  be  many  gentlemen  on  tnis  floor  who  recol- 
lected the  length  and  arduous  nature  of  the  dis- 
cussion of  1795  on  this  subject.    There  were  none 
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who  could  not  see  that  the  resolation  of  the 
Speaker  embraced  a  lar^  object  than  was  em- 
braced by  that  of  1795.  The  conclusion  must  be, 
ths^t,  if  decided  at  all  by  this  House,  it  would  be 
after  a  long  discussion.  But,  suppose  the  resolu- 
tion went  no  further  than  that  of  1795 — however 
strong  might  be  the  opinion  of  a  majority  in  favor 
of  the  resolution  of  1795 — ^it  could  not  be  expect- 
ed but  there  would  be  some  debate  on  such  a  pro- 
position. The  smaller  the  minority,  the  stronger 
the  reason  why  their  arguments  should  be  heard, 
and  laid  before  the  public.  The  resolution  of 
1795  remains  on  the  Journals,  and  there  could  be 
no  reason  assigned,  even  did  tnis  resolution  ^o  no 
further  than  t&t,  for  reaffirming  it.  But  this  res- 
olution goes  much  further  than  that  of  1795,  or 
than  the  doctrines  advanced  by  any  who  took  pari 
in  that  discussion.  It  was  not  then,  as  far  as  Mr. 
L.  knew,  contended  by  any  one,  that  in  relation 
to  territory  claimed  by  us,  but  not  in  our  possession, 
a  treaty  for  the  adjustment  of  the  title  would  re- 
quire the  sanction  of  this  House.  Would  it  be 
prudent,  said  he,  by  anticipation,  when  we  know 
not  of  any  circumstances  which  make  the  decis- 
ion of  this  question  necessary,  to  undertake  to  de- 
cide it  7  Is  there  any  member  of  this  Committee 
who  supposes  that  the  effect  of  a  decision  in  favor 
of  this  proposition  will  be  to  preclude  a  discusr 
sioa  and  decision  of  the  question  hereafter,  should 
thfi  treaty  be  eventually  ratified?  Mr.  L.  pre- 
sumed not  Indeed,  he  said,  were  this  proposition 
to  be  discussed  now  for  a  week,  it  womd  only 
serve  to  prepare  the  ground  for  another  discussion 
hereafter. 

Whilst,  however,  he  had  no  other  objection  to 
the  discussion  of  the  first  resolution,  but  what 
arose  from  a  regard  to  the  economy  of  time,  he 
had  much  stronger  objections  to  the  consideration 
^d  decision  of  the  second.  He  did  not  imder- 
stand  how  any  decision,  or  even  free  discussion  of 
that  question,  could  take  place  without  endan^r- 
ing  the  important  interests  of  the  country.  This 
he  was  sure  the  Speaker  would  do  as  unwillingly 
as  any  man.  But,  said  he,  pending  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty  b^  Spain,  are  we  to  enter  into 
the  question  of  our  title  to  the  territory  as  far  as 
the  Rio  del  Norte  ?  Would  it  be  prudent  to  do 
so  7  Certainly  not.  Yet,  if  there  was  an  unre- 
served discussion,  that  must  be  the  preliminary 
step.  Do  you  attach  any  consequence  to  a  reso- 
lution of  tbis  kind?  Do  you  expect  it  to  have 
an  influence  at  home,  and  to  be  respected  abroad ; 
and  do  you  not  begin  by  a  laborious  and  careful 
examination  of  your  right  to  the  territory  in  ques- 
tion 1  Will  you  come  to  a  formal  and  solemn 
annunciation  that  you  are  fully  entitled  to  all  this 
territory,  without  deliberately  and  temperately 
examining  the  grounds  on  which  that  right  rests  7 
If  you  determine  that  you  will  write  instructions 
to  our  negotiators;  that  we  shall  on  this  floor 
prescribe  what  the  conditions  of  a  treaty  for  a 
settlement  of  limits  shall  be,  it  becomes  necessary 
that  the  title  of  the  respective  parties  shaU  be 
fully  investigated.  Our  open  doors  show  that  this 
is  not  the  place  to  discuss  what  we  wUl  ask  in  a 
negotiation  with  a  foreign  Power,  and  what  we 


will  be  content  to  receive.  It  would  be,  to  use  the 
Speaker's  fi^re^  to  display  our  open  hand  to  our 
adversary,  his  being  concealed,  as  ours  ought  to  be. 

It  had  been  doubted,  Mr.  L.  said,  whether  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  has  a  right  to 
join  in  instructions  given  to  oar  diplomatic  agents 
with  regard  to  the  terms  of  a  treaty.  Prom  con- 
venience, at  least,  this  power,  given  to  the  Senate 
almost  by  the  terms  of  the  Constitution,  had  not 
under  the  practical  construction  of  that  instru- 
ment, been  latterly  exercised  by  the  Senate,  hit 
the  Executive  had  been  entirely  charged  "mth  that 
duty  and  that  responsibility. 

Mr.  L.  enlarged  upon  the  inconvenience  of  a 
public  discussion  here  of  what,  in  an  amicable 
negotiation,  we  mean  to  insist  on,  and  "what  we 
mean  to  eive  up.  He  had  no  objection  to  sajing, 
for  hims^f,  what  he  would  do  on  that  head.  Bat, 
he  said,  if  a  discussion  was  to  take  place  on  the 
formal  proposition  contained  in  thisroolncion,  un- 
less the  discussicm  was  to  be  utterly  unmeaning,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  examine  as  wdi  the  valid- 
ity of  titles  as  the  relative  value  of  tenitoty,  &;c. 
It  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  assign  reasons  why 
an  inquiry  into  the  validity  of  tiUe  would  be  in- 
jurious. They  were  sufficiently  obvious.  With 
regard  to  the  value  of  the  territory  in  question,  if 
the  members  were  fully  informed  on  the  sabject, 
it  would  yet  be  needless  to  discuss  it.  But,  he 
said,  he  believed. the  requisite  information  was 
not  at  hand.  For  his  part^  although  he  had  paid 
considerable  attention  to  this  subject,  and  gatkered 
information  from  aU  sources  accessible  to  him.  he 
had  never  heard,  respecting  the  value  of  the  proT- 
ince  of  Texas,  any  estimate  of  its  seaport  in  any 
degree  corresponding  with  that  given  by  the  hon- 
orable  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

If  the  House  was  called  on  to  vote  on  this  reso- 
lution, it  was  above  all  desirable  that  they  shouid 
understand  it.  Mr.  L.  said  he  thought  he  under- 
stood it.  Its  meaning  clearly  was,  that  it  was 
inexpedient  to  cede  any  part  of  the  territozy  which 
we  have  west  of  the  Saoine.  Suppose  oor  claim 
to  that  territory  to  be  undoubted,  said  hd,  are  we 
prepared  to  say,  however  worthless  it  may  be,  how- 
ever great  the  equivalent  for  it,  that  we  will  give 
up  no  part  of  it  for  any  territory,  however  essca- 
tial  or  important  to  us?  Now,  for  my^f,  I  am 
not  ready  to  say,  that  I  am  not  willing  to  give  up 
any  thing  west  of  the  Sabine  for  any  considera- 
tion whatever.  If  there  be  any  territory  of  doubt- 
ful value,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  thai  there  is 
in  the  rest  of  the  world  nothing  of  so  much  vaioe 
that  I  might  not  be  induced  to  exchange  the  one 
for  the  other. 

Mr.  L.  therefore  was  opposed  to  engaging  in 
this  discussion,  and  because  he  considered  the 
second  resolve  to  embrace  an  object  adverse  to  the 
interests  of  the  country,  as  well  as  contrary  to  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution.  That  this  House,  ac- 
cording to  the  view  of  the  Speaker,  might  hare 
some  i)ower  in  regard  to  treaties  for  the  cession  or 
acquisition  of  territory,  he  did  not  now  mean  to 
deny.  But,  whatever  that  power  was,  he  thought 
that  a  just  view  of  the  principles  of  the  Constitouon 
would  necessarily  require  that  it  should  be  a  re- 
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straixiing;  ^^^  °o^  ^  directing  power.  If,  in  pro- 
gress of  tune,  this  House  shomd  adopt  the  practice 
of  giving  instruction  to  our  Ministers,  or,  what  is 
the  same  thing,  of  determining  beforehand,  as 
now  propoised,  what  should  be  yielded  and  what 
retained,  the  effect  would  be  to  divide  the  respon- 
sibHity  of  the  different  departments  of  the  Gov- 
ernment,  and  destroy  altogether  that  of  the  treaty- 
making  power.  That  there  was  in  this  House  a 
corrective  power,  to  restrain  the  treaty-making 
power  in  a  course  not  believed  to  be  beneficial  to 
the  interests  of  the  country,  he  was  ready  to  ad- 
mit; but,  whilst  he  admitted  this,  it  was  a  power 
which,  he  said,  ought  to  be  exercised  with  great 
discretion.  Otnerwise,  instead  of  restraining  the 
Executive  power,  the  effect  would  be,  to  increase 
its  power  by  diminishing  its  responsibility.  As  a 
common  rule  of  action,  therefore,  he  was  in  favor 
of  leaving  the  powers  of  the  Government  wiiere 
the  Constitution  had  placed  them. 

If  any  case  could  arise  in  which  the  Executive 
Tvould  pursue  a  policy  so  repugnant  to  the  true 
interests  of  the  country  as  to  justify  the  interposi- 
tion of  this  House,  Mr.  L.  said,  it  would  be  ooe 
the  very  reverse  of  that  now  unaer  consideration. 
It  would  hardly  ever  happen  that  an  Executive 
would  be  averse  to  enlarging  the  boundaries  of  the 
nation,  or  be  accused  of  a  desire  to  restrict  them  to 
too  narrow  a  limit.  In  the  Executive  branch  of 
every  Grovernment,  the  disposition  is  naturaUy 
favorable  to  the  extension  or  territory  and  the  en- 
largement of  its  power.  He  thought  that  we  may 
sa&y  iAtmst  to  the  Executive  of  this  Govemment 
the  cnaxge  of  supporting  the  rights  of  the  country, 
and  eartending  its  territorial  limits  as  far  as  justice 
and  sound  policy  will  allow. 

Mr.  L.  made  some  remarks  to  show  that  no  ad- 
vantage coi:dd  result  from  the  adoption  of  this  re- 
solve. If,  indeed,  it  was  proposed  to  employ  force 
to  support  it,  there  mig^t  oe  some  ground.  Other- 
wise, ne  contended,  to  pass  them  would  not  only 
be  useless,  but  injurioos. 

But,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  would  refrain  from  enter- 
ing into  the  general  questions  of  policy  crowing 
out  of  this  resolution ;  not,  in  relation  to  the  prov- 
ince of  Texas,  he  would  say  that,  if  Florida  were 
not  necessary  to  us,  and  therefore  a  desirable  ac- 
quisition, in  exchange  for  any  claim  we  may  be 
supposed  to  have  to  Texas,  he  should  not  think  it 
important  to  occupy  Texas  at  this  time.    If  we 
have  a  just  claim  to  that  province,  the  treaty  be- 
ing rejected,  it  will  be  at  any  time  in  our  power 
to  enforce  it.    Lying  between  us  aad  Mexico^  its 
destiny  must  always  essentially  depend  on,  as  it  is 
oonnccted  with,  American  interests.     Whatever 
claim  we  have  to  Texas,  it  b  a  claim  which  we 
are  able  to  support  and  enforce.    This  is  an  opin- 
ion, said  Mr.  L.,  which  the  Speaker  applies  to 
Florida  and  I  to  Texas. 

Mr.  L.  asked  the  members  of  the  Committee  to 
cast  their  eye  a  little  forward,  and  see,  if  the  con- 
nexion between  Mexico  and  Spain  should  be  dis- 
solved, what  motive  could  Spain  have  for  desiring 
to  retain  the  possession  of  the  province  of  Texas. 
What  has  been  her  object  in  ceding  Florida? 
To  get  in  exchange  a  boundary,  well^^bned,  be* 


tween  Mexico  and  the  United  States.  To  secure 
herself  a^inst  (what  she  believes,  and  what  Mr.  L. 
feared  aU  the  Powers  of  Europe  believed)  our 
ambition,  she  was  willing  to  cede  Florida.  But, 
suppose  the  connexion  between  Spain  and  Mexico 
to  be  dissolved :  suppose  all  hope,  on  her  part,  of 
her  resuming  tne  control  of  that  country  was  de- 
stroyed :  what  motive  could  she  have  for  ceding 
Florida  ?  Mr.  L.  said  he  had  not  adverted  to  this 
contingency  with  a  single  view  to  her  relinquish- 
ment of  Florida  to  us,  but  with  a  view  also  to  the 
preponderance  which  a  reduction  to  a  single  island 
of  the  colonial  possessions  of  Spain  womd  give  to 
another  Power ;  when  Spain  would  no  longer  be 
mistress  of  her  own  actions,  but  the  agent  to  serve 
the  interests  of  another  Power.  And,  if  we  relin- 
quished now  the  acquisition  of  Florida  in  order 
to  gain  Texas,  that,  in  the  contingency  just 
adverted  to,  wnen  Florida  was  overflowed  by 
Royalists,  and  the  value  of  Cuba  increased,  what 
possible  motive  could  Spain  have,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, for  the  cession  of  Florida  to  us  ?  We 
must  obtain  it  then  by  force,  or  not  at  all.  But 
it  would  always  be  as  easy  a  matter  as  it  may 
be  now  to  omain  Florida  by  force.  It  would 
be  more  easy,  he  said,  to  obtain  Canada  by  force, 
than  it  would  be  to  obtain  Florida  by  iorce,  if 
the  Power  to  whom  it  belonged  was  determined 
to  hold  it  It  would  be  an  error  fatal  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  country,  to  refuse  to  receive  Flor- 
ida into  our  possession  whilst  we  can.  Mr.  L.  did 
not  say  that  it  was  so  important  an  acquisition 
that  it  ought  not  for  any  consideration  to  be  post- 
poned for  a  day ;  but,  that  a  combination  of  cir-  ^ 
curastances  make  that  practical  now  which  may 
not  be  a  year  or  two  hence,  he  thought  was  very 
clear. 

Mr.  L.  concluded  by  saying,  that  he  had  had 
no  intention  of  entering  into  the  general  discus- 
sion of  these  resolves.  He  meant  only  to  show 
that  they  could  not  be  discussed  without  giving  so 
much  time  to  the  subject  as  could  not  be  afforded 
at  this  time;  and  that  the  discussion  would  more- 
over be  prejudicial  to  the  public  interests.  Under 
these  circumstances,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  move 
to  lay  the  resolutions  on  the  table. 


TufisuAY,  April  4. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Marylanc^  irom  the  Comnaltee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  yesterday  re- 
ooaimitted  with  ias<nietioiis  the  hill  ftom  the 
Senate,  entitled  ^'An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
persons  who  have  paid  duties  on  ooods  imported 
mto  Castine,"  reported  the  said  liiliwith  amend* 
meats ;  which  were  read,  and,  together  with  the 
ISili  ordeied  (o  lie  on  the  taUe. 

OHIO  CANAL. 

Mr.  AiroERsoN  said,  he  knew,  from  the  estab- 
lished forms  of  the  House,  requiring  that  every 
proposition  to  appropriate  money  should  be  di^ 
cussed  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole^  that  he  could 
not  now  ask  a  vote  on  the  resolution  which  he 
was  about  to  oflbr ;  a  resolution  proposing  an  ap- 
propriation of  money  in  aid  of  a  canal  to  be  cut 
around  the  filQs  of  the  river  Ohio,  at  Louisville. 
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To  those  who  were  at  all  acquainted  with  the 
Western  country^  it  was  known  that  the  Ohio  was 
the  great,  and,  indeed,  the  only  channel  which 
eires  an  outlet  to  the  vast  productions  of  one  of 
Uie  most  extensive,  and  certainly  the  most  fertile 
regions  of  our  country.  The  extent  of  the  country 
which  depended  on  the  floods  of  this  river  for  the 
passage  of  its  produce  to  the  ocean^  was  equal  to 
one-third  of  the  United  States.  Illinois,  Indiana, 
and  Ohio,  lie  on  the  northern,  and  Kentucky  and 
Virginia  on  the  southern  side,  while  Pennsylvania 
and  New  York  embrace  its  head.  The  produc- 
tions of  this  country  are  all  of  the  bulkv  kind ; 
precisely  of  that  character  which  gives  to  the  open 
navigation  of  the  river  its  greatest  possible  import- 
ance. Grentlemen  who  reside  on  the  eastern  side 
of  the  mountains,  where  the  utmost  length  of  any 
of  the  rivers  does  not  exceed  three  or  four  hundred 
miles,  cannot  at  first  fully  appreciate  the  im|x>rt- 
ance  which  we  attach  to  this  river,  which  gives 
to  us  the  only  communication  we  can  have  to  the 
markets  of  the  world. 

In  contrasting  the  advantages  of  the  proposed 
canal  with  any  of  those  which  have  been  contem- 
plated in  the  Atlantic  States,  it  may  well  be  said 
that,  if  a  canal  is  to  receive  its  character  from  the 
extent  of  country  or  the  amount  of  population 
which  is  benefitted  by  its  construction,  that  there 
is  none  nor  ever  can  be  one  in  the  United  States, 
whicli  can  be  compared  to  this  in  national  useful- 
ness. A  single  fact  will  call  to  the  attention  of 
the  House  the  vast  region  whose  productions  pass 
to  their  market  on  the  bosom  of  this  water.  From 
the  western  part  of  New  York,  plank,  shingles,  and 
scantlin|[  ot  every  kind,  come  down  not  only  to 
Louis vifle  every  year,  more  than  one  thousand 
miles  by  the  meanders  of  the  river,  but  go  to  New 
Orleans  one  thousand  miles  farther  in  great  quan- 
tities. 

Mr.  A.  said  that  he  thought  the  present  occasion 
peculiarly  favorable  to  the  consideration  of  this 
subject.  We  were  at  peace,  and  if  the  indications 
which  are  given  are  to  be  realized,  we  are  likely 
to  be  in  peace.  But,  the  fact  to  which  he  meant 
to  refer  was,  that  Kentucky,  one  of  the  States  inter- 
ested, had  appropriated  $100,000  to  the  object. 
Although,  consideriufi^  this  canal  as  a  great  na- 
tional improvement,  he  could  well  have  wished 
that  Congress  should  have  taken  to  itself  the  honor 
of  originating  the  appropriation,  still,  as  there  had 
exist^  Oonstittttionai  difficulties  on  the  subject, 
he  was  happy  now  to  bring  his  proposition  within 
the  letter  or  a  resolution  which  has  received  the 
assent  of  this  House.  The  House  of  Representa- 
tives has  decided  that  Congress  could  make  an  ap- 
propriation "  in  aid  of  the  improvement  of  water 
courses."  Commissioners,  lately  appointed  by  four 
of  the  States  bordering  on  the  Onio,  have  examined 
the  river,  and  have  unanimously  concurred  in  a 
report,  declaring  that  the  canal  should  be  cut  on 
the  southern  side. 

Mr.  A.  then  submitted  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

ReMohtd^  That  a  sun  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  be  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of 
stock  in  the  Kentucky  Ohio  Canal  Company,  engaged 


for  the  purpose  of  cntting  a  cansl  around  the  lalle  of 
the  Ohio  river  at  LouisTUJe. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  a  motion  w^s 
made  that  it  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  provid- 
ing for  the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cumber- 
land road. 

-  Mr.  Hendricks  wished  to  propose  an  amend- 
ment, the  object  of  which  was,  to  include  in  the 
resolution  a  provision  (similar  to  that  now  em- 
braced in  it)  for  aiding  the  Jeffersonville  Ohio 
Canal  Company,  on  the  Indiana  side  of  the  river. 

But  the  motion  was  declared  to  be  at  that  time 
not  in  order. 

Mr.  Qross,  of  New  York,  moved  that  it  lie  on 
the  table ;  which  was  rejected. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  commit,  as  above  stated,  and  passed  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

SETTLEMENT  OF  PRIVATE  CLAIMS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fuller,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  b)r  law  for  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  claims  of  individuals  upon  the  United 
States  by  petition  of  ri^ht,  or  other  proper  proees& 
in  the  district  or  circuit  courts,  or  in  some  trifannal 
to  be  established  for  that  purpose,  so  as  to  insure  a 
speedy  decision  of  such  claims  upon  the  principles 
of  justice  and  equity. 

Mr.  Fuller  said  that  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to 
explain  to  the  House  the  objects  he  had  in  view, 
in  offering  this  resolution,  not  only  because  they 
might  not  be  sufficiently  obvious  on  the  hce  of  it, 
but  because  he  had  understood  that  coasiderabie 
misrepresentation  had  occurred  respecting  the  pur- 
poses of  a  resolution  introduced  by  mm  in  the  early 
part  of  the  session,  [in  relation  to  the  Navy  Board.) 

The  accumulation  of  private  claims  had  become, 
he  said,  a  serious  obstacle  to  the  proper  considera- 
tion of  some  of  the  most  important  national  mea- 
sures. It  is  not  contemplated,  said  Mr.  F.,  to 
comprehend  among  the  claims  to  be  transferred  to 
the  courts  any  mere  s^>plications  to  the  bounty  or 
discretion  of  Congress ;  but  only  those,  where  the 
United  States  on  tne  principles  of  law  or  equity  are 
properly  a  party ;  and  where  an  indiridual  in  like 
circumstances  might  be  made  a  defendant.  This 
line  of  distinction  would  include  at  least  two-thirds 
of  the  cases,  which  involve  intricate  principles, 
and  require  laborious  and  difficult  investigation. 
Most  of  these  are  at  present  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims ;  and  it  is  but  justice  to  stLj,  sir, 
that  they  are  ably  and  patiently  examined  by  the 
Chairman  and  other  members  of  that  committee, 
as  it  is  now  organized.  But  it  is  a  most  interesting 
circumstance,  and  would  be  decisive  in  my  mind,  if 
no  other  reason  existed  against  legislative  j  udsments 
on  subjects  capable  of  judicial  decision,  uiat  all 
trials  here  must  necessarily  be  ex  parte.  The  claim- 
ant appears,  produces  vouchers,  documents,  depo- 
sitionsp  and  sometimes  witnesses.  The  whole  mass 
of  testimony  has  been  previously  digested  and  mar- 
shalled, and  whatever  interferes  with  hisfx^tensions 
kept  carefully  out  of  siiErht.  It  would  require  the 
industry  and  expense  of  an  interested  adversary  to 
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counteryail  such  plausible  evidence.  The  great 
Ti^ilance  and  sa^city  of  a  Congressional  com- 
mittee may  sometimes  detect  the  weakness  or  fraud 
of  the  claim ;  but  in  a  multitude  of  instances  the 
veil  is  impenetrable.  The  very  fact,  that  the  pro- 
ceeding are  exparte^  creates  an  indiscriminate  sus- 
picion m  almost  all  cases,  and  must  frequently  lead 
Congress  to  arejection  of  the  most  equitable  claims ; 
while  others  more  specious,  but  which  could  not 
stand  the  test  of  cross  examination,  by  the  rules  of 
evidence  in  our  courts,  are  successful. 

Another  consequence  of  a  judicial  decision  would 
be,  that  it  would  be  final ;  wnereas  the  same  claim- 
ants apply  to  Congress  anew  after  rejection^  and 
the  same  tedious  process  of  hearing  and  deciding 
in  committee,  and  in  the  House,  must  be  repeated 
indefinitely.  Our  list  of  petitions  and  reports  will 
show  instances  of  such  applications  incessantly 
renewed  from  five  to  ten  and  even  twenty  years. 
The  case  of  Amey  Dardin's  horse  was  of  still  more 
venerable  ace ;  Beaumarchab'  claim  occupied  sev- 
eral days  oi  the  last  Congress,  and  we  have  the 
claim  of  Delafield,  and  the  heirs  of  Sands,  with 
long  reports,  now  on  our  files.  Of  the  two  last  I 
would  only  say  they  were  discussed  at  great  leng^ 
and  with  much  ability  in  the  last  Congress,  and 
must  each  again  occupy  much  time.  Unless  they 
are  granted,  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the 
parties  will  acquiesce  in  our  decision,  and  at  future 
sessions  we  must  travel  over  the  same  ground.  Not 
less  than  thirty  days  in  every  session  are  devoted 
to  questions  of  this  description,  which  might  be 
much  better  decided  in  a  court.  The  expense  of 
thirty  days'  session  of  Congress,  including  contin- 
gencies, cannot  be  less  than  sixty  thousand  dollars ; 
a  sum  which  would  pay  the  amount  of  one-half 
the  claims.  And  this  great  waste  of  time  and 
money,  so  far  from  establishing  any  principle  for 
future  Legislatures,  has  not  even  the  small  advan- 
tage of  precluding  a  new  investigation  of  the  same 
individual  case!  The  party  wUl  never  believe 
that  his  case  is  rightly  decided  till  his  petition  is 
granted,  and  we  have  no  rule,  and  have  probably 
no  Constitutional  right  to  establish  one,  whicn 
may  close  the  avenue  to  reiterated  and  groundless 
applications.  Nor  ought  we  to  lose  sight  of  the 
enormous  inconvenience  and  expense  of  the  claim- 
ants themselves.  These  are  obliged  to  attend  per- 
sonally, from  the  presentation  of  their  petitions, 
till  a  iiul  examination  and  report  can  be  made  by 
the  committees  to  whom  they  are  referred ;  and  to 
answer  new  questions,  obviate  doubts  and  suspi- 
cions, and  to  urge  a  determination  by  Congr^, 
they  are  in  fact  obli^  to  attend  through  the  ses- 
sion. Even  this  tedious  and  expensive  solicitation 
does  not  insure  a  hearing  at  the  nrst,  and  frequently 
not  even  at  the  second  session.  Perhaps,  in  some 
of  the  last  days,  when  business  is  crowding  our 
table,  some  of  these  claims,  accompanied  with  bills 
and  intricate  reports,  on  wnieh  they  are  predicated, 
are  announced  as  tne  order  of  the  day.  The  pa- 
pers are  read  by  the  Clerk ;  an  explanation  is  made 
Dy  the  chairman,  who  reported  the  bill ;  a  doubt 
is  suggested  by  some  member,  and,  perhaps,  after 
discussion,  new.  doubts  and  surmises  arise  at  every 
step,  and  the  bill  is  lost  or  permitted  to  sleep  on 


the  table.  Other  bills,  indeed,  have  a  more  fortu* 
nate  issue ;  they  pass  without  any  question  being 
made,  and,  consequently,  on  the  mere  faith  of  the 
committees,  without  being  at  all  understood  by  the 
members  generally.  Something  like  this  is  the 
invariable  course  of  such  a  system,  and  the  expe- 
rience of  the  honorable  members  of  this  House 
must  confirm  the  remark. 

I  have  often  considered  the  tendency  of  this  state 
of  thin^  to  impair  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
the  nation,  towards  the  popular  branch  of  the  Fed- 
eral Legislature,  as  being  one,  and  not  the  least,  of 
its  unfortunate  consequences.  A  considera  ble  num- 
ber of  persons,  who  are  seeking  redress  at  our  hands, 
are  among  the  spectators  and  auditors  of  our  pro- 
ceedings. However  important  the  subject  under 
consideration,  involving,  not  unfrequently,  the 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  millions,  these  individuals 
are  impatient  and  querulous  at  all  deluite  and  delib- 
eration, which  must  tend  to  protract  or  postpone  a 
decision  of  their  particular  applications.  To  their 
view  all  such  obstacles  to  their  wishes  are  useless 
delay  or  empty  declamation.  They  have  ample 
leisure  on  their  hands  for  correspondence,  and  the 
newspapers  at  home  teem  with  injurious  reflections 
on  the  long  speeches  and  idle  debates  of  Congress. 
Though  such  remarks  are  not  entirely  groundless, 
they  are  very  unmerited,  when  of  general  applica- 
tion, and  cannot  fail  to  oe  pernicious  in  their  effect 
upon  public  opinion. 

My  first  attention  to  this  subiect,  Mr.  Speaker, 
had  led  me  to  suppose  that  the  object  contemplated 
by  this  resolution  would  be  best  effected  by  estab- 
lishing a  tribunal  with  powers  similar  to  the  Court 
of  Exchequer  in  England.  Upon  further  refieetion, 
however,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  existing  courts 
may  take  jurisdiction  of  all  the  subjects  suitable 
for  their  coffnizance,  without  materially  increasing 
the  mass  ottheir  business.  The  whole  number^ 
causes  presented  annually  to  Congress,  which 
would  be  comprehended  in  the  class  proposed, 
would  not  exceed  one  hundred.  More  than  twenty 
district  or  circuit  courts  would  make  the  distribu- 
tion of  this  business  trifling  for  each.  The  District 
Attorney  should  represent  the  United  States ;  and 
the  provisions  of  law  may  be  such  as  to  require 
all  issues  in  fact  to  be  tried  by  a  jury,  as  the  only 
safe  and  satisfactory  mode  of  establishing  disputed 
facts.  At  the  same  time  the  courts  may  be  author- 
ized to  adopt  the  principles  of  equity  where  such 
principles  could  be  recognised  between  ordinary 
parties. 

I  am  not  aware,  sir,  said  Mr.  F.,  that  any  rea- 
sonable objection  to  the  proposed  system  exists, 
where  the  United  States  are  defendants,  which 
does  not  equally  apply  when  they  are  plaintiflfo ; 
and,  in  the  latter  case,  they  are  obliged,  like  indi- 
viduals, to  seek  their  remedy  in  the  courts  of  justice. 
The  dignity  of  sovereignty  is  no  more  disparaged 
in  one  case  than  in  the  other ;  and  surely  the  sov- 
ereignty of  the  National  Government  can  never 
appear  more  venerable  and  exalted  in  the  eyes  of  the 
people,  than  when  it  dispenses  with  the  invidious 
pageantry  of  empty  form,  to  facilitate  the  speedy 
and  effectual  distribution  of  justice  through  the 
community. 
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The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  resolutions  sub- 
mitted by^  Mr.  Clay,  respecting  the  treaty-makinff 
nower,  and  particularly  respecting  the  Treaty  with 
Spain,  yet  unratified  by  Spain. 

Mr.  LiOWNDES  concluded  his  remarks,  going  to 
show  why  the  resolutions  should  not  be  acted  on. 
His  remarks  are  given  entire  in  preceding  pages. 

When  Mr.  Lowndes  finished,  he  moved  to  lay 
the  first  resolve  on  the  table.  After  some  conver- 
sation, in  which  Mr.  Clay  suggested  that  the  best 
course  would  be  for  the  Committee  to  report  the 
resolves  to  the  House,  and  for  the  gentleman  then 
£0  move  to  postpone  the  resolves,  or  lay  them  on 
the  table,  on  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  could 
be  recorded,  Mr.  L.  consented  to  waive  his  motion 
for  the  present. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  said  that,  the  with- 
drawal of  the  motion  of  the  gendeman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Lownues)  having  removed 
the  obstacle  to  discussion  of  the  resolutions  under 
eonsideration,  he  would  proceed  to  submit  his 
views  of  them  to  the  Committee.  The  attention 
of  this  body,  Mr.  A.  observed,  was  a  species  of 
joint  stock  concern,  of  which  all  its  members  were 
equally  participant  in  interest.  He  now  appeared, 
for  the  nist  time,  to  assert  a  claim  to  any  share, 
and  he  did  not  doubt  that  the  claim  would  meet 
with  due  allowance  from  the  courtesy  of  the  Com- 
mittee, unless  indeed  the  fund  on  which  it  was 
addressed,  had  abreadv  been  exhausted  by  the  drafts 
which  had  been  made  upon  it  One  recommen- 
dation this  claim  would  have,  that  it  would  not 
be  an  immoderate  one.  And  Mr.  A.  believed  that 
the  general  remark  in  reference  to  demands  upon 
the  public,  that  moderation  in  their  amount  formed 
i|o  unessential  condition  of  their  success,  had,  in 
no  instance,  stronger  application  than  in  relation 
to  demands  addressed  to  the  patience  of  this  as- 
sembly. 

Mr«  A.  adverted  to  the  place  which  this  subiect 
ofrelationa  with  Spain  had  recently  occupied  in 
thfi  public  attention,  and  the  universal  expectation 
that  some  measure  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Con- 
mao  would,  before  this  period  of  the  session,  have 
Uaen  adopted.  The  measure  which,  after  long 
delay,  tl\p  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Lowndes)  nad  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations,  had  been  recently  wrest^  from 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  in  consequence  of 
the  sugflrestion  of  a  foreign  potentate,  who,  Mr.  A. 
believed,  was  pretty  much  m  the  habit  of  exerting 
an  operative  influence  in  the  affairs  of  other  States, 
ydth  the  same  disclaimer,  it  was  probable,  in  every 
instance,  of  an  intention  to  do  so,  whioh  had  been 
employed  in  relation  to  ourselves.  If  the  motion 
which  the  gentleman  from  SouUi  Carolina  had 
intiiBaled  an  intention  to  renew,  should  prevail,  a 
fate  similar  to  that  which  had  attended  his  own 
proposition  would  be  reserved  for  the  propositions 
now  under  consideration.  Mr.  A.  confessed  that 
he  felt  surprise  at  the  intimation  of  resort  to  such 
a  course,  both  on  account  of  the  importance  of 
the  subject  and  the  character  of  the  proceeding 
Itself— -the  subject  involving,  as  it  did,  the  policy 


of  the  alienation  of  perhaps  the  ooK^st  valuah! 
portion,  in  proportion  to  its  extent,  of  the  ierritor 
of  the  Union^  was  surely  well  entitled  to  ctmsid- 
eration  from  its  magnitude.    In  this  respect  it  w^^ 
to  be  regarded  as  second  only  to  the  qus^tiofi 
which  had  been  connected  with  the  didcosssoa  of 
the  Missouri  biU^  to  which  indeed  it  bore  a  sixo^s 
character  of  affinity.     That  question  related  tc 
the  propriety  of  the  transfer  of  the  common  tem- 
torial   property  of  the  Union,  to  die   exchsivc 
benefit  of  the  population  of  one  portion  of  it.  The 
question  now  presented  involved  a  coBsideiatioii 
of  the  policy  (which  it  was  the  purpose  of  ths 
resolutions  to  counteract)  of  the  transfer  of  the 
most  valuable  portion  of  this  common  property  to 
a  foreign  Power.    If  a  question  involying*  a  con- 
sideration of  great,  momentous  character,  bad  no 
claim  to  the  maturest  deliberation  of  the  House. 
Mr.  A.  was  unaware  of  any  which  eooid  be  re- 
garded as  invested  with  such  a  claim.    The  effect. 
too,  of  the  success  of  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  ought  not  to  escane  o\secTa- 
tion.    It  would  be  to  preclude  all  effective  expres- 
sion of  the  public  sentiment  in  relation  to  the  pol- 
icy of  the  ratification  of  the  Spani^  treaty.   The 
case  had  no  resemblance  to  that  of  an  drdinarv 
postponement  of  a  subject,  the  consideiatioii  of 
which  might,  at  a  succeeding  session  of  Conpess. 
be  resumed.    Every  person  knew  that,  befoic  the 
ensuing  session  of  Congress,  the  treaty  would  be 
ratified.    The  Groverament  of  Spain  <x>uld  hare 
no  other  design  in  sending  the  Minister  who  vis 
known  to  have  been  despatched  here.     And  the 
determination  which  would  opiate  with  our  own 
Government  to  accept  the  ratification  (tmles  this 
determination  should  be  arrested  br  the  expraskm 
of  public  sentiment  in  some  mode)  could  sot  be  a 
subject  of  question.    The  prevalence  of  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  the  resolutions  on  the  tahle  woudd  then 
be  decisive  in  relation  to  the  important  iaterat 
conceived  to  be  involved  in  their  adoption.    By 
the  policy  of  avoiding  conflict,  the  fiiu^of  com- 
plete victory  would  be  achieved. 

The  Speaker  had  treated  the  questions  presented 
by  the  resolutions  as  afibrding  scope  ibr  ezpada* 
tion  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the  genend  fi^  of 
Spanish  relations.  This  example,  alluring  as  the 
subject  was  from  the  variety  and  intetest  of  the 
topics  it  involved,  Mr.  A.  said,  that,  not  having 
the  same  claims  with  the  Speaker,  on  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee,  he  should  forbeau-  to  fol- 
low^ and  confine  himself  strictly  to  the  qoeatkms 
arising  on  the  resolutions.  These  were  of  suffi- 
cient dignity  and  extent,  indeed,  to  meritadvunct 
consideration.  The  question  presented  by  the 
first  resolution  was  that  which  had  heretofore 
given  occasion  to  considerable  discussion,  r^dve 
to  the  character  and  extent  of  the  treaty-making 
power  in  our  Government.  To  the  Preude&t  aaS 
Senate  was  given  the  power  "to  make  tieatiesL" 
To  Congress  were  given  various  powen,  amoag 
others,  that  "  to  dispose  of  the  ten-itory  of  the 
United  States."  And  the  question  was,  whetha 
the  general  power  to  make  treaties,  confided  to 
the  President  and  Senate,  took  place  of  the  pti- 
ticular  grant  of  powers  to  Congress,  so  as  tp  oper- 
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ate  coBclusively  on  the  subjects  of  this  particular 
^ranC,  without  any  necessity  for  the  concurrence 
and  assent  of  Congress. 

In   contemplating  this  question,  the  attention 
could  not  fail,  Mr.  A.  said,  to  be  attracted  to  the 
extravagance  of  the  pretensions  of  this  treaty- 
making  power.    In  point  of  extent  the  power 
claimed  to  cover  all  tne  objects  whicn  fall  within 
the  scope  of  international  stipulation,  that  is  to 
say,  all  the  objects  of  national  interest,  which 
^vere  not  of  essential  municipal  character.    This 
was  the  claim  in  point  of  extent  of  jurisdiction. 
In  point  offeree  of  authority,  the  power  claimed 
the  exertion  not  only  of  a  superseding,  but  a  man- 
datory influence,  over  the  leffislative  department, 
the  direct  Representatives  of  the  national  author- 
ity, in  relation  to  all  subjects  of  its  exercise,  whe- 
ther comprehended- or  not,  within  the  delegation 
of  jurisdiction  to  that  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment.    The  claim  was  not  only  to  exclude  Con- 
^ress  from  all  participation  of  control  over  sub- 
jects specifically  submitted  to  its  control  by  the 
Constitution,  but  to  bind  it  to  an  undeUberating 
ministerial  execution  of  the  stipulations  of  the 
President  and  Senate,  in  relation  to  these  same 
subjects,  wherever  they  might  require  the  inter- 
vention of  legislative  details,  and  a  resort  to  muni- 
cipal authority,  for  execution.    The  exertion  of 
the  power  of  the  President  and  Senate  was  said, 
by  committing  the  public  faith  for  its  stipulations, 
to  bind  the  other  d^nrtments  of  the  Government 
to  an  obligation  of  co-operation  in  the  objects  of 
those  stipulations.    Such  was  the  claim  of  this 
treaty-making  power  in  point  of  authority.    The 
first  remark,  Mr.  A.  said,  which  arose  upon  this 
statement  of  the  character  of  the  power,  related  to 
its  eiSect,  where  the  eo-operation  of  legislative  and 
exeeiuive  authorities  were  admitted  to  be  required, 
to  confound  the  appropriate  functions  of  these  au- 
thorities.   To  the  President  and  Senate  were  as- 
signed the  exclusive  faculty  of  exercising  deUber- 
ation ;  and  on  Congress  was  imposed  the  unquali- 
fied duty  of  conforming  to  and  effectuating,  with- 
out any  exercise  of  discretion,  the  results  of  that 
deliberation. 

Such  an  assignation  of  functions  would  present 
a  case  of  political  anomaly  which  was  not  predi- 
cable  of  the  character  of  the  Constitutioa.  The 
entire  exclusion  of  Congress  from  authority  over 
the  subjects  assigned  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
treaty-BQMaking  power,  would  involve  no  jpolitieal 
inconsistency.  This  was  designed  in  relation  to 
all  but  a  particular  class  of  subjects.  But,  if  the 
operation  of  the  legislative  power  were  admitted 
at  all,  it  could  only  he  admitted  in  its  proper  char- 
actM  of  a  power  involving  essentially  the  exercise 
of  discretion.  The  recognition,  therefore,  of  the 
necessity  for  the  eo-opeiation  of  the  authority  of 
Congress  in  the  executicm  of  treaty  slipulatioits, 
was,  in  relation  to  all  the  subjects  to  which  it 
exlended,  a  recognition  of  the  legislative,  as  a 
part  of,  and  a  check  upon,  the  treaty-making 
power. 

Mr.  A.  had  been  adverting  to  a  statement  of  the 
pieiensions  of  this  treaty-iudda^  power,  as  fur- 
uishiag  evidence  sufficient,  to  bis  mind^  to  con- 


demn them.  If  other  evidence  were  wanted,  it 
would  be  found  in  the  discrepancy  which  the 
power  in  the  extension  claimed  tor  it,  presented  to 
the  character  of  the  general  grant  of  power  con- 
tained in  the  Constitution,  and  of  the  more  im- 
portant particular  powers  which  made  up  the 
composition  of  that  grant.  It  was  to  be  expected 
of  every  political  system,  and  more  especially  of  a 
system  sprung  from  men  so  illustrious  for  wisdom 
as  the  framers  of  our  federal  form  of  polity,  that  it 
would  be  found  presenting  a  general  consistency 
of  structure  and  elements.  But  the  Constitution 
was  admitted  to  convey  but  a  limited  grant  of 
power.  All  its  more  important  component  pow- 
ers, the  power  over  the  purse,  over  the  sword,  the 
power  of  punishment,  were  limited  by  express  re- 
strictive or  qualifying  provisions.  The  aumission 
of  the  treaty-makins  power,  therefore,  in  the  abso- 
lute, unrestricted  character  it  assumed  to  wear, 
would  be  a  violation  of  the  whole  consistency  of 
the  Constituti<m. 

Mr.  A.  said  that  a  person  observing,  with  any 
degree  of  attention,  the  progress  of  our  Govern- 
ment, could  not  fail  to  be  struck  with  the  conflict 
between  many  of  the  principles  adopted  in  the 
construction  of  the  Constitution,  and  its  true  char- 
acter and  intendment.  The  framers  o^  this  instru- 
ment had  expended  the  resources  of  an  incom- 
parable wisdom,  in  devising  limitations  on  the 
powers  which  it  conveved,  and  in  the  contrivance 
of  adequate  safeguaras  a^inst  the  exercise  of 
other  powers.  In  the  illusion  of  a  generous  confi- 
dence, they  had  no  doubt  conceived  that  these 
safeguards  would  be  found  sufficient.  But,  in 
the  current  of  the  administration  of  a  constitu- 
tional government,  there  was  generated  a  reptile 
destructive  or  dangerous  to  the  dams  and  mounds 
which  wwe  instituted  to  restrain  it.  The  name  of 
this  reptile  was  construUum.  Such  was  its  fecun- 
dity, that  it  was  impossible  to  extinguish  the  race. 
Such  was  its  subtlety  and  activity  of  nature,  that 
it  was  difficult  to  counteract  its  operations.  This 
reptile  had  been  at  work  in  the  mounds  of  our 
Constitution,  nor  was  it  a  little  to  be  feared  that 
the  breaches  had  already  been  efiected  which  were 
destined,  in  future  time,  to  give  a  general  admis- 
sion to  discretionary  power. 

It  miffht  possibly  be  objected  to  what  had  been 
observed,  that  the  power  confided  to  the  President 
and  Senate,  was  a  power  to  make  or  conclude 
treaties,  and  that  the  construction  contended  for, 
would  convert  their  faculty  in  this  respect  into 
a  mere  function  of  initiating  treaties.  But  the  dis- 
tinction was,  that  the  power  which,  in  relation  to 
the  greneral  subject  of  treaty  stipulation  was  exclu- 
sive in  the  President  and  Senate,  in  relation  to  the 
particular  class  of  subiects  under  discussion — those 
confided  to  the  control  of  Congress — ^was  a  concur- 
rent power.  In  the  clause  of  the  Constitution, 
indeed,  creating  the  power  to  make  treaties,  there 
was  no  express  designation  of  limits  to  that  power. 
But,  as  exclusive  powers  were  no  less  effectually 
defined  by  the  conterminous  relation  of  their  re- 
spective spheres  of  operation,  than  by  an  express 
designation  of  limits :  so  concurrent  powers  were 
indicated  in  as  satisfactory  a  manner  by  separate 
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grants  of  the  same  subjects  of  jurisdiction  to  sev- 
eral powers,  as  they  could  be  by  a  grant  purport- 
ing m  its  terms  to  be  a  joint  one.  It  was  to  be 
recollected,  too,  that  no  consideration  affecting 
either  the  efficacjr  of  the  treaty-making  power 
within  its  appropriate  sphere,  or  its  relation  to  the 
public  convenience,  required  that  it  should  be  ex- 
clusive over  all  the  subjects  of  its  operation.  In 
the  denial  of  any  particular  subject  or  class  of 
subjects  to  its  exclusive  jurisdiction,  the  efficacy 
of  the  power  would  suffer  no  impairment,  in  rela- 
tion to  others  which  were  conceded.  And,  as  re- 
spected public  convenience,  this  consideration,  so 
far  from  requiring  any  indefinite  extension  or  char- 
acter of  the  power,  demanded,  on  the  contrary,  that 
its  disposing  control  should  be  guarded  in  relation 
to  subjects  of  public  interest  of  more  than  ordinary 
delicacy  or  magnitude,  by  the  check  of  the  neces- 
sary co-operation  of  some  department  of  concur- 
rent jurisdiction.  Nor,  admitting  this  observation 
to  be  just^  was  there  an^r  subject  of  public  interest 
characterized  by  a  more  indisputable  title  to  the  pe- 
culiar safeguard  in  question,  than  that  which  related 
to  the  disposal  of  the  territorial  property  of  the  nation. 
The  power  of  the  President  and  Senate  to  alien- 
ate temtory,  might,  perhaps,  be  inferred  as  a  con- 
sequence of  their  power  to  acquire  it.  Mr.  A.  ob- 
jected to  the  consequence  as  illogical,  and  protested 
affainst  the  mode  of  construing  the  powers  of  the 
(^vemment  by  which  it  must  be  derived.  An 
incidental  power  would  have  to  be  derived  from 
an  incidental  power ;  and  this  first  incident,  the 
source  of  others,  was  itself  supposed  to  be  derived 
in  a  mode  still  more  unauthorized,  not  from  any 
specific  power,  but  as  as  result  of  the  general  col- 
lective powers  and  sovereign  character  of  the 
Qovemment    In  such  a  mode  of  derivation  of 

gower,  it  was  obvious  that  the  efficacy  of  speci- 
cation  in  the  grant  of  it,  would  be  destroyed,  and 
apolitical  constitution,  as  respected  any  purpose 
oflimitation  on  the  exercise  of  power,  be  converted 
to  a  name.  It  was  inevitable,  indeed,  that  every 
political  constitution  should  admit  the  exercise  of 
implied  and  incidental  powers,  as  a  result  of  the 
compendious  simplicity  of  an  instrument  of  this 
character.  But  tne  danger  of  abuse  and  injury 
from  this  source  was  guarded,  if  not  obviated,  by 
a  mode  of  construction  (the  only  one  which  did 
not  outrage  a  constitution  of  enumerated  powers) 
which  required  that  the  power  made  the  source, 
as  well  as  that  which  was  made  the  subject  of 
d^vation,  should  be  specific ;  and  that  the  rela- 
tion between  them  should  be  essential  and  imme- 
diate. Principles  the  reverse  of  these  appeared, 
however,  to  be  obtaining  an  ascendency.  The 
operation  of  the  mischief  was  to  be  seen,  indeed, 
at  this  time,  only  in  its  commencement.  But  the 
end  of  this  thing,  Mr.  A.  said,  was  death.  The 
malady  might  now  present  only  an  eruptive  ap- 
pearance on  the  sunace,  but  it  would  be  found 
to  be  progressive  to  the  heart  of  the  Constitution ; 
would  communicate  eventually  to  the  system,  the 
unnatural  activity  of  despotism;  and  of  unnatural 
action,  if  not  arrested,  wnether  in  bodies  political 
or  physical,  there  was  but  one  result,  and  that 
result  was  dissolution. 


Mr.  A.  could  not  abstain  from  remarking  (tfaouc:; 
the  remark  had  no  immediate  relevancy  to  ti- 
question)  on  the  unlimited  character  of  the  power 
of  legidation,  which  was  assumed  in  our  Goren>- 
ment,  in  relation  to  thenational  territories.  Aohor- 
ity  was  arrogated  to  legislate  on  this  sulyect  at^v 
cretion,  and  an  instance  of  the  fullest  indulgence  or 
it  had  occurred  at  the  present  session  of  Congress,  f is 
the  measure  for  the  interdiction  of  slavery  ui  a  por- 
tion of  the  Territories.^     Take  this  po'virer  of  dis- 
cretionary regulation,  m  connexion  with  the  ac- 
knowledged power  to  refuse  admission  of  a  Terri- 
tory into  the  Union,  and  what  was  the  resole?  A 
power  was  arrogated  to  regulate  discrecionalir. 
and  a  power  conceded  to  retain  the  Temtories  a: 
pleasure  in  subjection  to  the  authority  invested 
with  this  power  of  discretionary  reg:uUtion.    Lei 
the  extent  and  susceptibility  oT  importance  of  the 
Territories  be  considered,  and  what  was  the  spec- 
tacle which,  under  the  practical  operation  of  the 
doctrine  asserted,  our  Government  might  come  to 
present  ?    The  spectacle  of  an  authority  stnct\y 
limited  within  its  appropriate  sphere  of  operalioD, 
exerting  unlimited  powers  in  a  coextensive  eollai* 
eral  sphere  of  operation.    It  would  be  a  condiiioa 
like  that  of  the  Roman  Republic  in  an  advanced 
stage  of  its  proeress,  in  which,  characterized  by 
the  forms  of  a  limited  Government  at  kcnne,  it 
wielded  without  control  the  uncounted  resources 
and  power  of  the  provinces.    To  the  issne  of  thi5 
condition  of  things  in  that  Republic  it  was  not 
necessary  to  advert,  nor  to  pursue  the  train  of  re- 
flection which  it  was  calculated  to  sugsest. 

Reverting  to  the  question,  Mr.  A.  denied  thai 
a  power  on  the  part  of  the  President  and  Senate 
to  dispose  of  territory,  was  to  be  regarded  as  a 
consequence  of  the  power  to  acquire  it  The 
separaole  characters  of  these  powers  resulted  from 
the  principle  which  determined  the  general  pro- 
priety and  motives  of  all  delegation  or  reserration 
of  power,  namely,  the  beneficial  or  harmless  charac- 
ter of  its  exercise.  The  exertion  of  a  power  ro 
acquire  territory  could  scarcely  be  otherwise  than 
beneficial  in  its  tendency,  and  the  fower  might 
therefore  well  be  admitted.    The  exoeise  of  the 

Eower  to  alienate  could  rarely  be  attended  with  a 
eneficial,  and  was  liable  to  be  attended  with  a 
very  detrimental  operation.  This  power  might 
therefore  well  be  denied. 

The  case  was  like  that  of  infancy  at  law,  in 
which,  though  a  competency  to  be  benc^tted  by 
acts  of  acquisition  was  properly  admitted,  the 
capacity  was  denied  to  be  bound  to  acts  of  aliena- 
tion. A  power  to  alienate  was,  indeed,  in  no  case, 
in  relation  to  subjects  of  private  or  puuic  interest 
any  necessary  correlative  of  a  power  to  acquire. 
Wnether,  then,  future  acquisitions  of  territory  wen 
or  were  not  contemplated,  and  their  disposal  pre- 
vided  for  by  the  Constitution,  the  conclusion  was 
still  the  same,  that  the  power  of  disposal,  either 
to  foreign  Governments  or  to  citizens,  so  far  as  n 
existed  at  all,  could  belong  only  to  Congress ;  and 
this  in  reference  both  to  the  letter  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  to  the  policy  directing  the  delegation 
of  power  in  free  States.  If  the  power  were  to  be 
considered  as  a  necessary  resulting  power,  arisinc 
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oat  of  circamstances  not  foreseen,  it  could  only 
result  to  the  Legislature,  the  general  representa- 
tives of  the  nation .  A  subject  of  interest  accruing 
subsequently  to  a  grant,  if  it  can  be  made  to  pass 
at  all  by  tnc  grant,  must  pass  to  the  grantee  of 
the  general  estate,  and  not  to  the  grantee  of  any 
particular  portion  of  it. 

The  powers  appertaining  to  the  treaty-making 
department,  and  Uiose  granted  to  Congress  over 
particular  classes  of  subjects,  presenting  the  a]>- 
pearance  of  conflict,  the  object  of  a  just  consti- 
tution would  be  to  reconcile  them  by  allowing  to 
both,  if  possible,  a  due  operation.  But  this  object 
could  only  be  attained  by  the  mode  which  had  Men 
suggested,  of  allowing  them  a  concurrent  opera- 
tion oyer  the  subjects  which  present  the  apparent 
occasion  of  conflict.  This  construction  was  in 
consistency  with  all  received  rules  in  relation  to 
questions  of  {this  sort.  It  was  an  established 
principle,  which  had  been  adverted  to,  (by  the 
Speaker,)  that  in  cases  of  the  conflict  of  particu- 
lar with  general  expressions,  the  general  must  give 
way  to  the  particular  expression.  And  why? 
Because  rules  of  construction  being  nothing  more 
than  contrivances  for  the  ascertainment  of  in- 
tention, what  was  equivocal  in  a  general,  became 
explicit  in  a  particular  expression.  The  construc- 
tion stated  derived  corroboration  in  the  present 
instance  of  its  application,  from  a  consideration  of 
the  momentous  cnaracter  of  the  subjects  of  power 
which  it  operated  to  detach  from  the  executive,  to 
confide  to  the  concurrent  treaty- makine  jurisdic- 
tion; and  from  a  consideration  of  the  affinity 
which  it  tended  to  stamp  on  the  treaty-making 
power^  to  the  general  policy  and  character  of  the 
Constitution,  and  to  the  peculiar  character  of 
the  more  important  specific  powers  which  it  com- 
prised. 

The  construction  relied  on  was  confirmed  by 
other  principles  of  interpretation.  One  of  these* 
the  ofispring  of  incontrovertible  reason,  required 
chat  the  most  mitigated  sense  should  be  given  to 
expressions  obscure  or  doubtful  in  their  character. 
^^  In  dbecuria  quod  minimum  est  quervmwr,^^  The 
application  of  this  maxim  was  particularly  strong 
to  grants  of  power,  in  relation  to  which  the  small- 
est amount  of  concession  might  always  be  pre- 
sumed. And  it  applied  with  still  an  augmented 
force  to  a  grant  of  power  such  as  that  contained 
in  the  Constitution,  which  was  admitted  on  all 
hands  to  be  of  the  strictest  and  most  limited  de- 
scription. But,  this  being  the  fact,  the  whole 
douot  as  well  as  danger  in  the  case  under  review, 
proceeded  from  the  construction  which  assiji^ned 
the  largest  extension  to  the  power  of  the  President 
and  Senate,  and  wexe  obviated  by  that  which  ad- 
mitted the  qualification  of  their  power  by  the  spe- 
cific ^ntsof  power  made  to  Congress  by  Uie 
Constitution. 

It  would  not  be  contended  by  the  most  extrav- 
agant advocates  of  the  treaty-making  power,  that 
there  existed  no  limits  to  its  extension.  It  would 
not  be  contended  that  the  power  extended  to  the 
transfer  of  a  State,  or  of  an  essential  part  of  sov- 
ereignty, for  ezamnle.  The  question  which  arose 
upon  this  power  raated,  then,  not  to  the  fact,  but 


to  the  point  of  its  liinitation.  What  was  the  point 
assigned  ?  The  subsistence  of  other  powers  by  the 
expucit  expression  of  the  Constitution.  What 
was  the  degree  of  limitation  contended  for  ?  Was 
it  the  entire  exclusion  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
nower  from  the  subjects  of  these  particular  powers  ? 
No.  The  degree  of  limitation  was  the  confine- 
ment of  the  power  (left  in  other  respects  unre- 
stricted) to  a  concurrent  jurisdiction  in  relation 
to  this  particular  class  of  subjects.  The  limita- 
tion assigned  was  precise,  both  as  respected  its 
point  of  occurrence  and  degree.  In  its  tendency  it 
was  beneficial ;  and  it  arose  upon  the  letter,  as  it  was 
sustained  by  the  true  intendment,  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. Construction  affirming  a  limit  of  this  char- 
acter upon  power,  could  with  no  color  of  propriety 
be  rejected  from  operation. 

There  was  one  consideration  upon  the  subject 
of  this  controversy,  in  relation  to  the  extent  ofthe 
treaty-making  power,  which  appeared  to  Mr.  A. 
to  be  conclusive.  It  was  this,  that  the  exclusive 
control  claimed  for  the  i>ower,  was  not  pretended 
to  extend  to -all  the  subjects  submitted  to  Con- 
gress bv  the  Constitution.  There  were  several 
which  tnis  exclusive  control  was  admitted  not  to 
cover.  The  powers  to  borrow  money ;  to  make 
war ;  to  raise  armies ;  to  admit  new  States^  were 
examples.  But  where  was  the  ground  of  distinc- 
tion between  these  subjects  and  those  over  which 
an  exclusive,  superseding  control  was  claimed? 
It  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  Constitution.  There 
these  several  classes  of  subjects  were  placed  on 
the  same  exact  footing.  The  powers  conveyed 
to  Congress  were  all  conveyed  in  the  same  terms. 
The  distinction  was  not  to  oe  found  in  any  pecu- 
liar importance  of  the  abdicated  subjects.  All 
were  important.  Was  the  distinction  to  be  found 
in  the  supposed  external  relation  of  the  class  of 
arrogated  subjects,  rendering  them  in  a  peculiar 
degree  adapted  to  become  the  objects  of  treaty 
stifftilation  f  These  subjects  were  not  distinguish- 
ed by  this  character  in  any  ^eater  degree  than 
several  of  the  abdicated  subjects ;  of  which  the 
powers  of  makinff  war  and  raising  armies  were 
instances.  The  danger,  too,  with  which  the  ar- 
gument derived  from  tnis  principle  of  construc- 
tion was  fraught,  ought  not  to  escape  observation. 
Let  the  principle  be  admitted,  and  it  would  be 
only  necessary  to  give  to  exercises  of  power  the 
form  of  treaty  stipulation,  and  any  power  TBiight 
be  exercised,  and  any  object  attained,  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive department,  however  remote  from  the 
proper  sphere  of  its  control.  Finally,  if  the  dis- 
tinction between  the  jurisdiction  arrogated,  and 
that  renounced,  by  the  treaty-making  power,  were 
made  to  rest  on  the  peculiar  character  ofthe  treaty 
stipulations,  as  being  susceptible  of  execution,  inde- 
pendently of  legislative  aid,  or  as  requiring  that 
aid  for  their  execution,  the  answer  was  equally 
obvious  with  those  which  had  been  stated  to  other 
supposed  principles  of  distinction.  It  was  thiS) 
that  there  were  various  supposeable  cases  of  stipu- 
lation having  no  dependence  on  legislative  aid  for 
execution,  \vtich  yet  the  consent  of  all  men  would 
reject  from  the  exclusive  control  of  the  treaty- 
making  power.    One  example,  suggested  by  re- 
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cent  occurrences^  should  be  adduced.  A  new 
State^  provided  its  government  were  organized^ 
and  the  form  republican,  might  be  admitted  into 
the  Union  without  any  necessary  intervention  of 
legislative  authority,  by  a  treaty  stipulating  that  it 
should  send  two  Senators  and  one  Kepresentative 
to  Congress.  There  was  a  republican  govern- 
ment now  organized  among  the  blacks  in  the  isl- 
and of  Hayti.  If  the  doctrines  as&erted  in  rela- 
tion to  the  extent  of  the  treaty-making  power 
were  just,  what  was  there  to  hinder  the  admission 
of  this  Republic  into  the  Union,  if  the  President 
and  Senate  were  to  be  of  opinion  to  admit  it  ? 
Here  was  a  case  requiring  no  intervention  of  le- 
gislative aid.  Here  was  a  case  which,  from  its 
character  of  external  relation,  fell  within  the  class 
of  the  appropriate  objects  of  treaty  stipulation. 
It  was  sufficient  for  the  argument,  that  the  case 
was  a  possible  one.  Mr.  A.  did  not  affect  to  in- 
sinuate that  the  realization  ever  could  be  thought 
of.  Considering,  however,  the  value  of  West  India 
possessions,  there  was  a  possible  composition  of  the 
Executive  department,  in  which  tne  realization 
was  by  no  means  inconceivable.  Constitutional 
doctrines,  however,  could  not  be  sound,  which  in- 
volved the  possibility  of  such  a  consequence. 

There  were  various  other  and  important  views, 
connected  with  the  discussion  of  this  question  of 
the  just  character  of  the  treatv-makinf  power  in 
our  Government,  which  Mr.  A.  said  &at  fati^e 
compelled  him  to  pretermit.  An  observation  had 
been  made  in  the  debate,  however^  which  it  was 
necessary  to  notice.  It  had  been  said  that,  admit- 
ting the  incompetency  of  the  President  and  Senate 
to  alknate,  their  power  could  not  be  denied  to  as- 
certain the  limits  of  territory,  and  that  the  provi- 
sions of  the  treaty,  in  this  respect,  extended  no 
farther  than  to  an  ascertainment  of  limits.  The 
distinetioiL  as  related  to  the  power,  was  admitted. 
There  could  be  no  question  of  the  authority  to  set- 
tle Limits.  But  was  the  character  of  the  trAity 
such  as  had  been  represented?  Did  it  operate 
onl^r  to  define,  and  not  extend  to  the  alienation  of 
territory  ?  Was  not  the  contrary  of  this  sugges- 
tion notorious?  Did  not  the  treaty,  on  the  face  of 
it,  purport  to  make  a  cession  of  territory,  by  stat- 
ing the  fact,  and  by  employing  throughout  the 
language  appropriate  to  cession  ?  Did  not  every 
person,  in  any  degree  versed  in  the  history  of  the 
controversy  with  Spain  upon  this  suliject,  know 
that  the  boundary  fixed  by  the  treaty  was,  as  had 
been  observed  by  the  Spe&ker.  a  new  line  made, 
and  not  a  line  ascertained  ?  Tne  treaty  did,  there- 
fore, make  an  alienatioA  of  territory.  Into  the 
question  of  our  title  to  this  territory,  Mr.  A.  did 
not  design  at  this  time  to  enter,  &rther  than  to  ob* 
serve,  that  the  acceptance  byvSpain  of  the  country 
as  a  cession  from  us^  was  to  Ms  mind  suffieient 
evidence  of  the  validity  of  our  title.  The  inability, 
too.  of  Spain  to  make  out  a  valid  title  against  us, 
(witich  ap[»eared  fhun  the  negotiation  to  be  the 
tact,)  was  itself,  in  the  relative  condition  of  the 
two  countries,  tantamount  to  a  valid  title  upon  our 

IMIft 

Such  were  the  views  whieh  Mr.  A.  had  been 
led  to  entertain  of  the  proposition  affirmed  by  ^ 


first  resolution.  But  whether  those  views  nv. 
well  or  ill-founded;  whether  Conaress  were  j 
were  not  entitled  to  a  voice  in  the  disposal  ol'  ih- 
territory  which  the  treaty  with  Spain  proposed  :. 
Senate,  there  could  be  no  question  of  its  bebc^^- 
ing,  botn  to  the  ri^ht  and  the  duty  of  Coogre^. 
to  express  an  opinion  upon  any  subject  of  natioi^ 
policy,  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to  reqi:^' 
such  an  expression.  There  comd  be  aa  little  qt^ 
tion  that  this  expression  of  (5pinion  mronld  h&v 
its  due  weight  with  the  Executive  Departmait  a 
the  Government.  If  Congress  concurred,  ihei^ 
fore,  in  the  views  which  had  dictated  the  secccj 
resolution,  there  could  be  no  question  of  the  jc:- 
priety  of  afi^ming  them,  by  the  passage  of  ti 
resolution. 

There  were  several  propositions  asserted  by  tiit 
resolution — the  disproportion  of  the  egiuVaieni 
rendered  by  Spain  for  our  concessions  in  the 
treaty ;  the  general  impolicy  of  the  transfer  of  the 
territory  ceded  on  our  part  to  any  for^ga  Power : 
and  the  inexpediency  as  a  consequence  of  tliesc 
of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  now  that  the  op- 
tion of  our  Grovernment  was  restored,  to  ratify  o: 
reject  it.  Was,  then,  the  equivalent  stipulated  to  b^ 
rendered  by  them  disproportionate,  ai»d  was  \i  is.- 
politic  to  make  a  transfer  to  anv  foreign  Power  o\ 
the  territory  we  had  stipulated  to  cede?   What 
were  the  rdative  concessions  of  the  coniiacting 
parties  ?    On  the  side  of  the  United  States,  fit^ 
milUons  of  dollars  to  be  paid,  in  part  dischuge  of 
claims  of  our  citizens  upon  Spain  $  the  abuuicA' 
ment  of  the  residue  of  these  claims  ;  of  which,  25 
they  stood  in  the  same  character,  the  allovasceof 
this  part  wus,  in  effect,  a  recognition  to  theajDOuni 
of  $15)000,000.  as  had  been  stated  (by  tbeiioDor- 
able  Speaker;)  the  privilege  to  the  subjects  of 
Spain,  carrying  on  commerce  with  the  tenitoiy 
we  were  to  acquire,  of  admission  into  its  ports  oci 
the  same  terms  with  our  own  citizeiu^  lor  the  pe- 
riod of  twelve  years  from  the  ratificatioo  of  tkc 
treaty;  and,  finally,  the  territory  of  Tezas^  w^'ch 
we  stipulated  to  cede.    Placing  out  of  view  the 
other  parts  of  this  concession,  what  was  the  char- 
acter and  value  of  this  territory  of  Texas  1    The 
full  value  we  were  not  possessed  of  suf&cient  in- 
formation, it  vras  probaue,  to  enable  us  to  appre- 
ciate.   Enough,  however,  was  k&owa  to  ascertain 
its  superiority  in  this  respect  to  the  province,  a:^ 
part  of  the  consideration  oi  which  it  was  propce^ 
to  be  transferred.    In  superficial  extent,  Texas 
would  not  be  denied  to  be  several  times  litrget 
than  Florida.    In  a  general  character  of  fertility, 
the  two  countries^  accordinjgr  to  the  accounts  which 
Mr.  A.  bad  received,  adimtted  of  no  compaiison. 
so  decidedly  was  the  advantage  on  the  dde  of  tk 
former  of  them.    Placed  in  a  near  vicinity  t: 
South  Ameriea,  this  province  asserted  sifll  mcvf 
signally,  to  the  character  of  its  prodactions,  its 
affinity  to  the  peculiar  natural  advantages  wkkh 
distinguish,  in  a  manner  so  remarkablt^  that  mosx 
favored  portion  of  the  earth.    Prodvetioas  of  th? 
highest  value,  and  supposed  to  be  the  most  widel) 
diversified^  as  respected  the  soil  and  clinaate  the) 
required,  found  here  a  point  of  neighborhood  a»i 
union.    Corn,  cotton,  sugar,  met  a  congeokJ  son 
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and  circumstances  farorable  to  their  production. 
The  climate  was  of  extraordinary  salubrity — ^the 
rivers  various  and  large.  And  what  was  the  con- 
sideration for  which  we  were  to  surrender  a  coun- 
try such  as  this  had  been  described;  of  immense 
extent,  possessed  of  every  natural  advantage,  des- 
tined oy  the  most  signal  evidences  to  high  politi- 
cal importance?  Was  it  for  the  sands  of  Florida? 
No,  not  for  the  property,  but  for  little  more  than 
the  sovereignty  of  these  sands.  For,  independently 
of  the  grants  to  Alaeon,  and  Vai;^^,  and  Punon 
Rostro,  which  had  oeen  the  subjects  of  recent 
contestation,  the  largest  and  the  most  valuable 
portion  of  tne  soil  of  Florida  was  known  to  have 
Deen  granted  out.  The  recent  contested  grants 
had  omv  been  of  the  residuary  lands.  In  the  bar- 
gain which  had  been  made  we  were  to  give  the 
sovereignty  and  nearly  the  whole,  Mr.  A.  pre- 
sumed, of  the  soil  of  Texas,  such  as  it  had  been 
described,  for  little  more,  comparatively  speaking, 
than  the  soverei^ty  of  Florida.  Was  the  bar- 
gain one,  which,  in  this  obvious  view  of  its  char- 
acter, with  perfect  liberty  to  accept  or  reject  it,  it 
would  be  expedient  to  confirm  7  But,  great  impor- 
tance was  atj^buted  to  Florida  in  a  military  and 
political  point  of  view. 

Without  anv  design  of  derogation  from  the  im- 
portance of  Florida  in  this  respect,  did  this  con- 
sideration, Mr.  A.  asked,  render  its  acquisition  at 
this  time,  and  at  the  price  of  any  disproportionate 
equivalent,  an  object  of  reasonable  soheitude  on 
our  part?  He  apprehended  that  it  did  not.  What- 
ever might  be  the  advantases  presented  by  this 
country  for  purposes  of  military  or  commercial 
annoyance,  in  the  hands  of  Spain,  it  could  not  be 
rendered  subservient  to  any  such  purposes  against 
us.  Spain  did  not  possess,  nor  had  tne  faculty  of 
acquiring  means  and  resources,  military  or  naval, 
which  could  be  applied  to  such  objects.  Nor,  it 
she  possessed,  or  could  acquire  them,  could  it  ever 
be  her  policy  to  avail  herself  of  the  position  of 
Florida  to  employ  them  against  this  country. 

In  proof  of  this  the  single  consideration  was 
sufficient,  that  the  inevitable  result  of  the  pursuit 
of  such  a  policy  would  be  the  loss  of  the  province 
in  question,  without  the  possibility  of  indemnifica- 
tion. This  result,  it  would  be  admitted,  could  not 
be  prevented  by  any  exertion  or  contingency  of 
events.  The  acquisition  of  Florida  was  therefore 
an  object  of  no  considerable  importance  as  related 
to  any  view  of  danger  of  its  being  used  for  pur- 
poses of  annoyance  by  Spain.  The  ground  of 
apprehension  was  as  slight  from  any  other  quarter. 
The  Indian  inhabitants  would  be  m  no  great  de- 
gree more  likely  to  give  us  disturbance,  if  the 
country  continued  in  the  hands  of  Spain,  than  if 
it  were  transferred  to  our  own.  Nor  was  fear 
indeed  to  be  indulged  of  disturbance  from  this 
source  while  the  lue  or  the  memory  of  Jackson 
among  his  Indian  adversaries  were  preserved.  For 
danger,  proceeding  from  any  European  Power 
other  than  Spain,  we  had  already  made  an  ade- 
quate provision  by  a  law  giving  authority  to  the 
President  to  prevent  the  occupation  of  Florida  by 
a  foreign  Power.  Mr.  A.  said  that,  in  the  policy 
of  this  law,  he  entirely  concurred.    Wbue  he 


should  be  opposed  to  the  occupation  of  the  coun- 
try by  ourselves,  at  least  under  present  circum- 
stances, when  he  would  be  averse  to  any  measure 
by  which  the  hazard  of  war  might  be  incurred,  he 
should,  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances, 
consider  the  prevention  of  the  occupation  of  Flor- 
ida by  any  other  foreign  Power  than  Spain,  as  a 
measure  of  indisputable  and  unimpeachable  policy, 
on  the  part  of  this  country.  It  stood  justified  to 
his  mind  bv  considerations  admitted  to  be  para- 
mount to  all  others — of  defence  and  preservation. 
No  Power  could  have  either  interest  or  motive  in 
the  acquisition  of  Florida,  unconnected  with  views 
to  our  annoyance,  and  a  policy  dictated  by  such 
views,  it  was  at  all  times  as  justifiable  as  it  was 
necessary  to  repel.  Whatever,  then,  mi^ht  be  the 
intrinsic  importance  of  Florida  in  a  political  point 
of  view,  its  acquisition  could  not  be  considered  as 
demanded  of  us  at  this  time  at  the  price  of  any 
concession  disproportioned  to  its  proper  value. 

But  was  this  character  of  importance,  in  a  po- 
litical view,  confined  to  Florida  ?  Was  Texas  ol 
no  consideration  in  this  view  ?  Let  the  situation 
of  this  province,  at  the  back  of  Louisiana,  and  the 
direction  of  the  flow  of  its  principal  rivers,  be  con- 
sidered, and  the  important  alhd  delicate  relation 
which  it  sustained  to  New  Orleans,  itself  the  most 
important  position  in  our  country,  would  imme- 
diately be  perceived.  Upon  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, interesting  as  it  was,  Mr.  A.  forbore,  from  ob- 
vious considerations,  to  enlarge.  He  would  dismiss 
it,  merely  accompanied  with  a  hint  at  the  capacity 
of  Texas  to  maintain  a  formidable  population. 
Considered  in  a  mere  political  aspect,  tnen,  the 
equivalent  which  we  were  to  obtain  for  our  terri- 
torial concession  in  the  treaty-  appeared  to  be  little 
entitled  to  the  isreference  which  nad  been  allotted 
to  it,  and  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  altogether 
unadvisable. 

There  was  another  view  of  the  subject,  entire- 
ly concurrent  with  that  which  had  oeen  stated, 
whatever  might  have  been  the  value  of  Florida, 
could  it  not  have  been  obtained  on  terms  better 
than  those  which  had  been  stipulated?  There 
was  certainly  no  indisposition  on  the  part  of  SpaiQ 
to  yield  it  to  us.  This  was  manifest,  from  the 
chamcter  of  the  instructions  which  were  known  to 
have  been  given  to  Don  Onis;  from  tl||  fact  of 
his  signature  to  the  treaty ;  from  the  fact  of  the 
despatch  of  the  new  mission,  which  was  every  dav 
expected  on  our  shores ;  and,  finally,  from  the  evi- 
dence disclosed  b^  the  publication  of  the  late  ne- 
gotiation at  Madrid,  which  showed  that  the  difil- 
culties  which  had  obstructed  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  did  not  relate  to  any  reluctance  indulged  by 
the  Grovernment  of  Spain  to  make  a  cession  of 
the  country.  Spain  had  no  interest  in  the  retention 
of  this  province.  It  was  of  no  value,  but  rather  a 
source  of  expense,  and  a  burden  as  a  territorial  de- 
pendency. It  could  be  of  nonralue,  from  her  pe- 
culiar condition,  in  a  military  or  commercial  view. 
Superadded  to  this  consideration,  she  had  strong 
motives  to  make  the  cession.  If  the  motives  of 
her  determination  to  do  so,  as  heretofore  evinced, 
had  reference  to  the  posture  of  her  afiairs  in  South 
America,  these  motives  not  only  retained  an  undi- 
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minished,  but  had  acquired  an  increased  force  from 
recent  occurrences.  If  the  object  of  her  policy, 
hitherto,  had  been  to  prevent  our  interference  m 
any  mode  in  the  contest  with  the  patriots,  and  she 
still  retained  the  hope  of  being  enabled  to  prose- 
cute that  contest,  the  increasing  difficulties  of  her 
situation,  and  the  knowledge  of  the  peculiar  and 
growin^r  state  of  public  sentiment  in  this  coun- 
try, both  towards  herself  and  towards  the  patri- 
ots, furnished  decided  inducements  to  her  to  con- 
tinue to  act  in  the  same  line  of  policy,  and  to 
secure  our  further  forbearance  at  the  price  which 
she  had  already  determined  to  regard  as  a  consid- 
eration not  too  high  for  it.  But,  if  she  had  lost 
all  hope  of  beins  enabled  to  prosecute  the  con- 
test with  the  colonies,  then  her  inducements  to 
the  same  course  became  still  more  unequiyocal. 
Why  ?  because  she  knew  that  in  the  event  of  the 
success  of  the  patriots,  Florida  must  fall  into  their 
hands,  who  may  be  presumed  to  form  the  objects 
of  her  peculiar  animosity,  or  must  come  by  the 
operation  of  domestic  revolution  into  ours,  with- 
out her  obtaininj;  any  compensation  for  it,  even 
the  liquidation  of  our  claims  on  her  for  spoliation. 
In  every  view,  then,  interest,  and  in  one  view,  a 
moral  feeling,  more*powerful  in  its  operation  than 
interest,  prompted  Spain  to  the  pursuit  of  the  same 
policy,  which  was  that  of  cession  of  the  territory 
we  were  desirous  to  obtain.  There  was  no  op- 
posing interest  or  motive  of  any  sort.  Under  these 
circumstances,  left,  as  we  were,  at  liberty  by  the 
delay  of  Spain  in  ratifying  the  treaty,  and  even 
authorized  to  rise  in  our  demands^  would  it  not  be 
a  policy  preferable  to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty 
to  trust  ourselves  to  the  results  of  a  new  negotia- 
tion ?  In  the  worst  event  of  such  a  resort,  we 
might  expect,  considering  the  advantage  or  our 
situation,  to  procure  Florida  for  money,  (more  al- 
luring to  Spain  in  her  present  circumstances  than 
territory^)  in  place  of  the  disproportioned  territo- 
rial equivalent  which  we  had  stipulated  to  give 
for  it. 

Might  we  not  be  justified,  too,  in  indulging  a 
l^ance  at  the  very  possible  contingency  of  procuring 
this  country,  without  the  payment  of  any  price,  by 
the  effect  ox  domestic  revolution  ?  In  any  event, 
oor  claims  on  Spain  would  remain  the  same.  They 
might  b^^consiaered  as  having  derived  the  advan- 
tage of  recognition  from  the  treaty.  Spain  was 
in  no  condition  to  satisfy  them  in  any  other  way 
than  by  a  cession  of  Florida.  If  she  declined  to 
satisfy  them  in  this,  the  only  mode  which  was  in 
her  power,  we  would  be  at  liberty  to  adopt  a  rem- 
edy for  ourselves.  The  fund  could  not  escape  us. 
It  was  at  all  times  liable  to  our  control.  Could 
there,  in  such  circumstances^  be  excuse  for  impru- 
dence, or  occasion  for  precipitation,  in  our  endeav- 
ors to  obtain  possession  or  Florida,  however  de- 
sirable it  might  be  to  do  so  ? 

Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  A.  said,  he  considered  the 
propositions  affirmed  by  the  second  resolution  as 
sustained — that  there  was  a  want  of  proportion  in 
the  relative  concessions  of  the  treaty ;  that  the  ter- 
ritory which  it  purported  to  cede  on  our  part,  ousht 
not  to  be  made  the  subject  of  transfer  to  any  otner 
foreign  Power,  and  that  the  ratification  of  the 


treaty  was  in  every  view  inexjiedient.^  Entots -. 
ing  tnese  views,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  cipre>5]:. 
them,  and  he  hoped  that  the  resolations  wf\ 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that  hf  L3 
risen  to  support  both  of  the  resolations  offered  h\ 
his  colleague,  the  honorable  Speaker.  He  kit  L 
the  documents  strong  indications  of  intentior: : 
accept  the  treaty,  and^  dissatisfied  as  he  wa>.  l 
owed  it  as  a  duty  to  himself,  to  the  naticm  fcne: 
ally,  and  especially  to  that  part  of  it  residifif  os 
the  Western  waters,  to  enter  his  protest  at  lar^f 
against  the  ratification.  The  treaty,  in  his  opin- 
ion, was  one  of  great  interest  to  the  nation ;  fr^- 
senting  various  topics  for  discussion,  most  of  whin 
had  b^n  precluded  from  debate  by  the  caution 

Erudence  of  his  friend  from  South  Caroiina,  (Mi 
lOWNDES.)    He  knew  that  the  rules  of  r^e  House 
gave  him  a  wide  range,  but  he  found  himself  un- 
expectedly restricted  by  the  solicitade  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations.    He 
was  sure  that  solicitude  was  deeply  felt,  because  it 
was  strongly  expressed,  and  being  always  ready 
to  defer  to  nis  talents  and  discretion,  he  would 
cheerfully  conform  to  his  wishes.     He  had  oo 
right,  he  said,  to  complain  of  the  course  proposed; 
and  he  would  do  his  friend  the  justice  to  sat  v.  rJiat. 
if  he  did  not  advance  with  the  boldness  of  klex- 
ander,  he  displayed  in  retreat  all  the  skill  of  b 
Xenophon.    He  was  in  Parliament,  what  Moreau 
and  Montecuccoli  were  in  the  field;  he  carried 
every  thing  with  him ;  had  leA  do  spoil  for  hb 
pursuers;  no  point  exposed;   no   barriers  unde 
fended.    The  honor  of  the  nation  could  norb? 
placed  in  better  hands,  or  safer  keeping ;  aoJ  no 
one   could    defend    its    interests    with   5tfj!)er7or 
ability. 

The  friends  of  the  treaty,  he  said^  had  soogbt 
occasion  to  proclaim  its  merits;  its  opposers^imtH 
now,  had  not  been  heard.  It  was  time  the  peopl? 
should  be  heard ;  it  was  time  for  their  ILepresen- 
tatives  to  speak.  The  Western  people  hare  tot 
one  market  for  their  produce — one  emporriizD  for 
their  commerce ;  and  the  treaty  leaves  thzt  one 
unprotected ;  leaves  it  fearfully  exposed.  He  did 
not  believe  that  the  nation,  if  consulted,  would 
ratify  this  treaty ;  he  did  not  consider  it  a  tbdn^ 
in  esse;  a  contract  in  abeyance;  it  was,  in  bis 
opinion,  a  mere  nullity ;  and  each  party  remitted 
back  to  his  original  rights  and  claims. 

Our  relations  with  Spain,  he  said,  required  the 
display  of  some  energy,  and  for  that  reason  he  had 
prqNired  his  mind  to  vote  for  reprisals;  not  be- 
cause  the  treaty  was  obligatory,  but  because  time 
and  chance  inight  change  the  present  posture  of 
affairs  and  bring  more  trouble  and  more  danger 
To  avoid  that,  and  finish  all  at  once,  he  would 
have  acknowledged  the  patriots,  and  have  occu- 
pied Texas  and  the  Floridas.  This  would  hare 
brought  the  Castilian  to  terms,  or  made  one  war, 
and  not  a  triple  contest  of  it.  Why  strike  for 
half  the  quarrel?  If  the  army  comes  in  as  fin- 
isher of  treaties,  let  us  have  all  the  land,  and  hold 
it  as  we  did  West  Florida,  subject  to  negotiation. 
He  that  takes  justice  in  his  own  hands,  should 
take  the  full  measure  of  its  claims. 
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Mr.  T.  did  not  intend  to  censure  the  officer  who 
conducted  the  n^^tiations  on  oar  part;  he  would 
say  that  the  ratification  was  pressed  upon  Spain 
-with  more  zeal  than  judgment.    She  was  made 
to  suspect  that  the  treaty  was  highly  favorahle  to 
this  country,  because  it  was  wanmy  urged ;  where- 
as, in  fact,  the  adrantage  was  wholly  on  the  side 
of  Spain.    It  was  clear,  from  the  documents,  that 
Mr.  Adams  was  not  able  to  barter  land  with  Don 
Onis;    he  had  confided  too  much  in  Castilian 
honor,  as  to  the  dates  of  the  grants^  and  suffered 
the   crafty  Spaniard  to  deceive  him.    He  had 
been  circumvented.    This  was  no  discompliment. 
It  was  proof  of  fair  dealing  on  his  part :  and  it 
^vas  more  honorable  to  be  the  victim  than  the 
agent  or  the  perpetrator  of  hypocrisy  and  fraud. 
He  said  he  had  nothing  to  say  against  the  Elzecu- 
ti ve  in  this  matter ;  and  hoped  mat  no  one  would 
charge  him  with  want  of  confidence  in  that  De- 
partment.   He  would  not  allow  the  supposition 
to  be  made ;  his  confidence  in  the  President  was 
unimpaired;  and  this,  of  all  subjects,  was  the  one 
upon  wrhich  it  was  least  likely  to  be  diminished, 
lie  said  he  had  not  forgotten^  it  was  impossible  he 
should  foiigget,  that  a  projiosition  was  made  thirty 
years  ago,  in  a  secret  session  of  Congress,  to  sur- 
render tne  Western  country  to  Spain  f(»  twenty- 
five  years,  and  that  its  defeat  was  owing  almost 
entirely  to  the  resistance  made  by  our  present 
Chief  Magistrate.    The  question  then  was — ^^  our 
right  to  navigate  the  Mississippi ;"  the  question 
now  is,  our  ri|ht  to  the  country,  Louisiana  proper, 
and  the  positions  which  protect  and  delena  it. 
Eschewing  war,  and  loving  P^ce^  ^^®  President 
has  made  sacrifices  to  maintain  it;  liberality  is 
found  in  every  clause  of  the  treaty ;  forbearance 
in  every  page  of  the  message.    Texas  was  thrown 
in  as  a  peace-offering  to  Spain ;  she  refused  it ; 
and  we  are  not  bound,  in  justice  or  in  honor,  to 
offer  it  again.    This  nation  will  never  consent 
that  it  shall  be  offered  or  conceded.    The  treaty 
has  been  sent  to  us  by  the  President ;  the  whole 
subject  is  before  us ;  we  are  in  Cwnmittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  have  a  right 
to  enter  our  protest  and  objections;  and  he  for 
one  was  ready  to  perform  his  duty.    He  could  see 
no  danser  in  a  broad  discussion ;  but  he  would 
rdieve  vie  anxiety  of  his  friend  (Mr.  Lowii nna) 
at  once,  by  omitting  all  the  topics  which  he  wished 
to  have  excluded. 

The  extent  of  the  treaty-making  power  is  one 
question;  the  check  whicn  this  Souse  of  Con- 
gress holds  upon  it  another.  It  was  not  necessary 
for  him  to  prove  that  this  House  could  rightfully 
and  properly  refuse  to  cany  into  effect  a  treaty, 
whicn,  in  its  judgment,  would  be  ruinous  to  the 
countiy.  The  fii^t  resolution  asserts  this  right. 
He  had  just  {promised  not  to  discuss  it ;  but  he 
would  never  yield  it  so  long  as  he  was  a  member 
of  the  body.  Limited  as  he  was  in  his  course  of 
inquiry,  he  would  not  engage  in  a  critical  analysis 
of  the  treaty.  It  was  called  a  treaty  of  amity,  set- 
tlement, and  limits ;  it  was,  in  fact,  a  treaty  of 
cession,  of  limits,  and  satis&ction.  Territory  is 
ceded  on  both  sides^  in  full  sovereignty.  Limits 
are  settled,  and  satisfaction  promisS,  for  injuries 


and  spoliations.  He  would  not  stop  to  define  the 
treaty-making  power,  or  lay  down  its  limits,  its 
comers,  and  abutments.  That  his  friend  ^Mr. 
Lowndes)  would  call  "abstraction."  But  tnere 
are  stipulations,  he  said,  in  this  instrument,  above 
the  treaty-making  power ;  above  the  Constitution; 
stipulations,  alarming  to  freemen,  and  fraught 
with  serious  mischief;  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  pre- 
sent them  to  the  nation. 

He  said  it  would  be  recollected  that  the  Louisi- 
ana  Treaty  amalgamated  the  inhabitants  of  th&t 
country  with  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  that 
it  gave  them  a  common  interest  in  the  Union ;  an 
equal  claim  to  its  protection ;  a  guarantee  of  '^  all 
the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens 
of  the  States."  To  use  an  Indian  meta^or,  the 
treaty  of  cessionr  made  us  ail  one  man.  The  fact 
was  well  known  that  some  of  the  French  inhabi- 
tants resided  at  that  date,  and  still  continue  to  re- 
side, in  that  part  of  Texas  then  ceded  to  us,  and 
now  ceded  to  Spain.  Some  of  our  own  people 
had  removed  there  since  the  treaty  of  April  30, 
1803 ;  had  purchased  lands  of  Frenchmen,  hold- 
ing grants  under  the  French  GovenimenL  and 
stood  upon  the  soil  as  aUodial/iree  fne»  €/  the  Uwkm, 
claiming  its  protection,  and  rendering  it  due  hom- 
age and  all  fealty,  Now,  sir,  said  he,  I  assert 
roundly,  I  contend  boldly,  that  there  is  no  power 
in  the  Constitution  under  which  you  can  expa- 
triate a  citizen  of  the  Union.  I  know  that  a  treaty 
ia  the  supreme  law  of  the  land :  1  admit  that  the 
treaty  power  is  competent  to  settle  questions  of 
boundary  and  limits ;  but  I  deny  the  existence  of 
any  power  by  which  you  can  alienate  a  citizen — 
denationalize  a  free  man.  What,  sir !  sell  land  to 
a  citizen ;  take  his  money ;  and  then  sell  him,  and 
land,  and  liberty,  and  all !  It  is  too  monstrous  to 
be  endured:  it  challenges  resistance  the  moment 
it  is  seen.  Citizenship  is  not  an  article  of  mer- 
chandise; it  is  not  negotiable.  Political  rights  in 
our  Government  are  not  subjects  of  barter  and 
exchafi^;  they  could  not  be  sold  under  hammer 
at  political  auction.  Citizenship  is  indefeasible; 
inalienable:  it  is  a  patrimony  descending  to  us 
from  our  anceston,  under  entail,  and  we  must 
leave  it  to  posterity  unbroken.  Show  me  yonr 
power,  said  he,  to  cede  citizens  with  sovereignty^ 
like  serfs  and  vassals  of  the  soiL  Show  the  power 
or  expunge  the  stipulati<Hi  from  the  treaty.  Strike 
it  out;  obliterate  it;  and  leave  the  statute  book 
untainted  by  the  precedents.  There  are  some  hvn* 
dreds  of  our  citizens,  by  Inrth  and  adoption,  expa- 
triated by  this  treaty.  The  fact  was  surely  un- 
known to  the  Secretary  at  that  date.  What  reply 
could  you  make  to  a  petition  and  remonstrance 
from  tneae  people  ?  How  would  a  committee  re* 
port  upon  the  case  7  A  skilful  diplomatist  might 
DOggle  at  the  question.  The  stipulation  wculd 
never  be  sanctioned  by  the  nation :  it  required  a 
statesman  of  courage  to  affirm  the  power ;  and  to 
such  he  would  leave  the  honor  of  defending  it 
He  would  never  envy  the  laurels  they  might  gather. 

Mr.  T.  had  objections  to  another  article,  an  ex- 
crescence in  the  treaty,  which  called  loudly  for 
the  knife  and  caustic.  It  grew  out  of  the  subject 
of  claims  lind  spoliations.    The  demands  of  our 
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citizens  are  stated  by  some  at  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars, bf  others  at  twentv.  Ten  is  below  the  mini- 
mum m  aggregate.  The  eleventh  article  of  the 
treaty  exonerates  Spain  from  these  demands^  gives 
a  full  renunciation ;  cancels  the  whole  debt,  and 
undertakes  to  make  satisfaction  to  our  citizens  to 
an  amount  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars. 
Where,  said  he,  does  the  treaty-making  power  find 
authority  to  ezpun^je  the  claims  of  our  citizens — 
eztinffuish  their  ri^t  to  demand  the  full  amount 
from  Spain,  and  onlv  pay  them  half  the  money '? 
Barter  their  whole  claims  for  soil  and  sovereignty ; 
for  sand  and  searweed— 4i  barren  scq)tre»-and  pay 
theni  but  one  moietjr !  This  is  a  new  mode  of 
levying  taxes,  of  raising  contributions :  a  letter  of 
marque  and  reprisal  on  ourselves ;  a  fiat  violation 
of  the  fifth  article  of  the  amendments  to  the  Con* 
stitution,  which  declares,  tiuit  '^  private  property 
shall  not  be  taken  for  public  purposes,  without  just 
compensation." 

What  is  just  compensation  ?  Payment  in  fall, 
and  nothing  less.  '<  Render  unto  Cesar  the  things 
that  are  his:"  not  a  part  of  those  things,  but  the 
whole  of  them.  Our  people  were  sufferers  under 
the  new  oode  of  maritime  jurisprudence-sunder 
lawless  edicts  and  decrees.  They  were  struck  by 
spoliation,  and  ruined  by  delay.  Justice  demana- 
ed  a  reimbursement  of  principal  and  interest  This 
Qovernment  was  bound  in  duty  and  good  faith  to 
ask  it  for  them.  It  has  excelled  the  claims  in 
exchange  for  Florida.  These  claimants  are  men 
of  sense  and  judgment^  of  weight  and  influence 
in  the  country;  they  will  lose  nothing  by  modesty 
in  asking ;  consummate  the  treaty,  anu  you  will 
find  a  cart-load  of  petitions  on  your  table,  prayine 
naymeat  of  the  whole  amount :  will  you  grant  it  1 
If  80,  you  give  Texas,  and  ten  millions  for  die 
Ploridae.  If  you  refuse,  where  is  your  boasted  love 
of  justice— where  your  equality  of  rights  1  The 
Constitution  and  the  social  oomnact  are  both 
inffacted.  Man  enters  society  in  sSf-defence ;  we 
surrender  ])art  of  our  rights  to  purchase  protection 
for  the  residue :  we  grant  the  power  to  tax  our 
property,  to  pay  the  expenses  of  protection,  but 
not  the  power  or  relinquidiingonr  claims,  forpublic 
purposes,  without  a  fair  equivalent.  Let  this  mat- 
ter be  carefully  considered.  If  you  ratify  the  treaty 
and  |»y  ten  millions  to  these  claimants,  the  bar- 
gain is  unequal  in  all  respects.  If  you  refuse,  what 
will  Bnrope  say?  What  a  precedent  for  her— a 
case  in  point  1 

Our  iwopie  have  claims  for  spoliatioa  against  the 
other  Powers  of  Europe.  If  in  this  instance  we 
take  the  shoes  of  Spain,  and  pay  but  half  the  d^t, 
will  not  the  other  Powers  cite  the  precedent,  and 
cut  off  a  moiety  of  what  they  owe  1  Can  we  urge 
them  to  do  oar  citizens  more  justice  than  we  do 
ourselves  ?  Better  lose  Florida  than  lose  our  cha- 
racter abroad .  The  reputation  of  our  Gk)vernment 
for  moral  justice  is  of  more  value  than  barren 
territory. 

He  said  he  would  barely  notice  the  grants  to 
Punon  Rostro,  Alagon.  and  Vargas.  They  are 
third  persons,  whose  rignts  cannot  be  affected  by 
the  protest  of  our  Minister,  announcing  ouf  in- 
tended construction  of  the  treaty ;  their  titles  would 


rest  upon  the  dates^  and  letter  of  the  nants  u.. 
treaty,  sanctioned  by  the  Laws  of  the  Indies,  u: 
noUiing  short  of  revocation  would  remove  the  n- 
cumbranee.    A  law  suit  with  the  patentees  vi 
not  desirable. 

He  was  not  exactly  satisfied  with  the  line  vest  m 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  especially,  as  that  pcxtxL 
of  country  was  the  supposed  eqmviileiit  for  Texii. 
All  the  exploring  parties  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  sure 
the  return  of  Lewis  and  Clarke,  had  united  i: 
opinion,  that  the  only  practicable  rente  for  cod- 
stant  intercourse  and  trading  purposes  to  eke  Co^ 
lumbia,  lies  across  the  Rocky  Monntains,  &oc 
the  head  waters  of  the  Arkansas  to  those  of  t^. 
Multnomah. 

By  the  treaty  our  boundary  stops  at  42  degnt^ 
nortn  latitude ;  now  if  gentlemen  wUl  make  <i 
examination  of  the  map,  they  will  find  that  this 
line  of  latitude  will  give  8pain  the  entnne  navtfa* 
tion  of  that  fine  river  for  about  five  liondred  miles. 
These  last  objections,  he  said,  were  bkmiishffs  in 
the  treaty  which  ongnt  to  be  correcieL    He  had 
int^ided,  he  said,  to  trest  this  as  a  qaesiiaaoC  gceat 
national  policy,  and  on  this  morning  lad  Ssia- 
mined  to  Umit  his  vievrs  in  some  measure  to  ib 
domestic  aspects,  and  relations.    In  doing  this  he 
should  waive  the  discussion  of  several  topics  which 
had  claims  to  his  attention.    He  -would  fasrelj 
name  some  of  them. 

1  St.  The  question  of  equivalents. 

2d.  The  Treasury  side  of  the  safajeet — the  jtooi 
of  profit  and  loss. 

ad.  The  quality  and  value  of  the  soil  of  Florida 
and  Texas ;  acre  per  acre. 

4th.  The  live  oak  of  each  province,  esperialk 
of  Texas,  and  its  great  value  for  naval  piiipo»^ 

The  ports  and  harbors  of  Florida  an^  Texas 
ought  to  be  omitted.  It  was  his  opixoon  ikat  we 
ought  to  hold  both  provinces,  and  it  was  vA^ 
intention  to  disparage  either.  He  would  not  ikee- 
fore  compare  the  ports  and  harbors,  altkoi^h  tboff 
of  Texas  would  bear  a  contrast ;  oor  charts  of  both 
coasts  were  too  imperfect  to  be  relied  on.  and  the 
recent  correction  of  mistake  as  to  the  depth  of 
water  on  the  outer  bar  at  Mobile  Point  and  Dau- 
phin Maud,  would  caution  him  against  hastily 
admitting  the  facts  reported  by  submauineeiubrcts. 
What  effect  will  the  surrender  of  the  ports  of  Texas 
have  upon  our  carrying  trade?  Let  out  Ea^beiii 
shippers  and  tonnage  holders  look  to  that ;  it  b 
their  immediate  interest  It  belongs  to  navigaiioD. 
Get  the  poits  of  Galveston  and  Matagorda,  and 
you  get  the  carrying  trade  of  Vera  Cnoc  it  is  a 
mnch  of  our  coasting  trade,  and  if  vnsdy  followed, 
will  draw  after  it  the  entire  carryiaf  trade  of 
Mexico^  or  New  Spain.  Erery  alienation  on  the 
Gulf  will  so  far  at  least  diminish  yout  prospect  of 
securing  the  carrying  trade  upon  tnoseaeas.  WUl 
gentlemen  from  the  Kast  sufier  the  phantasies  aad 
delusions  of  a  moment,  to  deprive  them  of  sod 
lasting  and  valuable  advantages  7  A  safe  and  sure 
trade  upon  the  Gulf  is  as  much  the  interest  of  the 
Eastern,  as  the  Western  States ;  will  they  pennit 
local  feelings,  founded  on  visions  and  airy  nothings, 
to  govern  them  in  questions  of  such  general  and 
suwtantial  benefit?    He  would  hope  not.    For 
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his  part,  he  would  never  so  far  degrade  his  station 
here,  as  to  suffer  local  interests  to  govern  him  upon 
questions  of  great  national  concern.  He  thought 
it  his  dutv  to  strengthen  the  cohesion  of  the  Union. 
He  had  ibrmerly  voted,  and  he  should  a^ain  vote 
to  encourage  domestic  manufactures.  He  had  al- 
ways voted  for  every  bill  intended  to  protect  our 
commerce,  and  place  it  on  an  equal  footing  with 
that  of  other  nations ;  and  he  intended  still  to  do 
so,  alw^ays  giving  the  preference  to  agriculture; 
and  holdmg  the  l^ance  even,  if  he  could,  between 
commerce  and  quid  u&ictures.  He  would  ask  East- 
ern gentlemen  to  name  an  instances  in  which  West- 
ern members  had  arrayed  themselves  acainst  the 
interests  of  the  EasL  Vet  they  ought  to  kdow  that 
'we  are  not  misled  by  the  exploded  doctrine,  "  that 
commerce  can  best  protect  itsdf."  We  have  too 
many  bills  before  us  from  the  Committee  on  Coin- 
merce,  to  believe  one  word  of  it.  This  is  the  aee 
of  maritime  restrictions,  and  we  know  verv  well 
that  commerce  will  come  to  nothing,  if  we  "leave 
it  to  protect  itself." 

The  value  of  Texas  as  a  cofiee  country,  would 
claim  hrief  notice.    It  was  a  subject  richly  deserv- 
ing the  attention  of  a  statesman.    The  primary 
policy  of  this  nation  is,  to  make  itself  independent 
of  the  commercial  world ;  particularly  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  common  necessaries  of  life.    This  is 
the  basis  of  everv  argument  in  favor  of  domestic 
manufactures.    Is  it  not  equally  as  strong  in  fa- 
vor of  all  articles  of  sustenance,  especially  cojQTee, 
which  has  become  the  common  and  daily  beverage 
of  all  classes  of  society  ?    Ought  the  supply  to  de- 
pend upon  a  foreign  market  7    Such  is  our  depen- 
dence now,  and  u ways  has  been ;  and  the  vicis- 
situdes of  trade,  and  war,  and  restrictions  upon 
commerce,  have  made  us  pay  dearly  for  what  we 
have  consumed.    Our  soil  produces  all  the  neces- 
saries of  life,  each  climate  yielding  its  indigenous 
supplies ;  but  it  so  happens  that  Texas  is  the  only 
co&ee  land  we  have,  or  ever  can  have,  unless  we 
conquer  Mexico,  or  engase  in  the  colonial  system, 
either  of  which  would  be  worse  than  madness. 
This,  is,  therefore,  the  last  and  only  chance  we 
shall  ever  have,  to  cut  the  cable  of  commercial 
vassalage,  by  creating  a  home  supply  for  domestic 


uses. 


These,  if  there  were  no  other  objections  to  the 
treaty,  would  induce  him  as  an  American  statesman 
to  reject  it  He  would  leave  them  and  pursue  his 
course ;  Ids  object  was  the  high  domain. 

His  great  objection  to  the  treaty,  one  which  in 
his  opinion  was  decisive,  heid  not  yet  been  pressed 
or  amnlified.  The  argument  haa  chiefly  rested 
upon  tne  treaty-making  power,  and  the  power  of 
this  House;  and  upon  title,  ana  equivalents.  His 
friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Archer^  had  debated 
the  question  of  power,  with  an  ability  which  did 
him  honor.  There,  Mr.  T.  would  let  it  rest  The 
view  which  he  would  take  of  the  subject  made  it 
of  little  importance  whether  the  first  resolution 
should  be  amrmed  or  not  He  would  vote  for  the 
second,  with  the  utmost  freedom. 

Title  and  equivalents  apart,  ought  this  nation  to 
accept  the  limits  settled  by  the  treaty,  and  surren- 
der Texas? 
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The  boundary,  in  his  opinion,  was  the  main 
question.  Most  of  the  other  stipulations  were  re- 
troactive ;  had  reference  only  to  the  interests  of  a 
few.  But  this  is  entirely  prospective  in  its  opera- 
tion. It  concerns  every  citizen  of  the  Repubhc, 
and  especially  those  of  the  West,  whose  barriers 
were  aoout  to  be  surrendered ;  the  shield  of  whose 
commerce  was  about  to  be  broken,  and  the  empo- 
rium of  their  trade  exposed  to  surreption  and  to 
plunder.  It  was  of  no  consequence,,  ne  said^  whe- 
ther we  had  title  or  no  title  to  the  province  in  dis- 
pute. Not  that  he  intended  to  yield  our  claim  of 
title — ^far  from  it.  He  saw  oo  room  for  doubt ;  the 
argument  upon  title  was  couclusive  in  our  favor. 
That  gave  us  the  "  vantage  ground;"  but  he  would 
waive  it  entirely,  because  he  intended  to  sustain 
himself  upon  otner  facts  and  principles,  and  would 
endeavor  to  show  that  the  surrender  of  Texas 
would  be  in  every  respect  improvident  and  dan- 
gerous. 

This,  he  said,  was  a  Treaty  of  Limits.  The 
Father  of  the  Universe,  in  his  peculiar  providence, 
had  given  natural  boundaries  to  every  continent 
and  kingdom — permanent,  physical,  imperishable 
barriers,  to  every  nation,  to  shield  itlrom  invasion. 
Man,  in  his  mad  career  of  glory,  his  thirst  for  do- 
minion, had  rejected  as  usdess  the  great  and  per- 
manent boundaries  of  nature,  and  sought  out  ideal, 
perishable  limits  of  his  own  creation.  Look  at  the 
great  profile  of  every  continent,  and  you  find  them 
partitioned  by  the  hand  of  Providence  into  por- 
tions and  allotments  convenient  for  the  purposes 
of  social  happiness ;  and  these  allotments  are  every 
where  protected  by  barriers  and  defences.  Spain 
herself  is  an  instance.  She  is  bounded  by  two 
seas  and  one  mountain — the  Atlantic  and  Medi- 
terranean, and  the  Pyrennees.  Hundreds  of  wars 
have  arisen  upon  questions  of  ideal  boundary,  and 
millions  of  human  beings  have  been  slaugntered 
to  beat  back  ambitious  nations  into  their  natural 
limits.  Compacts  and  paper  boundaries  are  men 
of  straw  in  the  hands  of  domination.  It  is  phy- 
sical barriers  alone  that  check  encroachment,  and 
^ve  repose  to  feeble  nations.  In  Europe,  ques- 
tions orboundary  are  settled  by  the  law  of  accident, 
of  conquest,  of  necessity,  of  weakness — by  the  law 
called  "  the  balance  of  power."  Density  of  popu- 
lation, conflicting  interest,  and  long  estabushed 
usages,  preclude  all  hope  of  voluntary  change. 
Ours,  on  the  contrary,  is  a  new  world,  sparsely 
settled,  (partly  uupeopled,)  inhabited  by  natiom  in 
a  state  of  pupilage.  We  alone  have  risen  from 
minority  to  manhood.  We  have  fought  one  war 
for  independence;  another  for  ^'free  trade  and 
sailors'  nghts ;"  and  another  must  be  fought  for 
barriers  and  boundaries,  if  you  ratify  this  treaty. 
We  are  acting  on  a  new  theatre,  under  new  ao- 
spices,  and  new  principles. 

What  ought  to  be  tne  confines  of  our  Union? 
That  was  the  great  question  confided  to  our  Min- 
ister. No  public  functionary  ever  held  a  higher 
trust,  or  filled  an  office  more  responsible— *the  sa- 
cred trust  of  giving  limits  to  the  only  free  nation 
in  existence.  Called  as  he  was  to  that  high  trust; 
holding  as  he  did  in  his  hands  the  destiny  of  mil- 
lions; animated,  as  he  surely  was,  by  all  the  mo- 
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tiyes  that  could  stimulate  his  love  of  country,  he 
should  have  spurned  the  higgling  policy  of  Kings, 
the  truck  and  traffic  of  European  despots,  and  their 
amhideztrous  Ministers,  and,  mounting  upwards 
to  first  principles,  demanded  at  once  our  natural 
limits,  the  harriers  of  our  country,  and  yielded 
with  equal  promptitude  all  claims  heyond  them. 
Nations  are  individuais  in  relation  to  each  other ; 
and,  as  self-defence  is  the  first  law  of  man,  so  is 
national  defence  the  first  law  of  society.  The 
boundaries  of  States  and  Kingdoms  should  be  set- 
tled with  reference  to  their  military  defence  and 
maritime  protection.  Every  nation  should  possess 
the  military  positions  which  defend  its  frontier, 
and  the  keys  which  protect  the  emporiums  of  its 
commerce.  These  barriers  are  hostages  for  the 
peace  of  nations ;  and  no  people  can  neglect  them 
with  impunity,  or  surrender  them  with  safety.  It 
is  b]r  acquiring  these,  in  times  of  peace,  that  prep- 
aration  is  best  made  for  war.  These,  said  Mr.  T., 
are  maxims  established  by  experience  and  sanc- 
tioned by  all  history.  Are  they  found  in  this 
treaty  ?  Do  they  sanction  its  stipulations,  or  had 
they  been  forgotten  in  the  lapse  of  diplomacy  ? 
ike  was  mistaken  if  they  were  not.  He  would 
conjure  gentlemen  not  to  mislead  themselves  with 
doubts  about  the  title.  We  were  purchasingterri- 
tory,  and  fixing  limits.  Title  was  nothing.  Boun- 
dary and  barriers  were  every  thing.  There  lies 
the  pith  and  marrow  of  the  subject. 

1st.  Where  are  the  natural  limits  and  barriers  of 
the  Republic? 

2d.  Was  it  in  our  power  to  obtain  a  cession  for 
those  limits? 

3d.  Were  they  necessary  or  desirable  for  mili- 
tary purposes — for  protection  and  defence? 

4th.  Were  they  wanted  as  safeguards  to  our 
commerce  and  commercial  depots? 

5th.  If  we  transfer  our  claim,  be  it  bad  or  good, 
shadow  or  substance,  may  not  some  hostile  Power, 
some  jealous  adversary,  occupy  the  province,  and 
use  it  to  assail  New  Orleans,  ana  destroy  our 
Western  commerce,  or  load  it  with  exactions? 

These  were  inquiries  of  first  magnitude,  and 
claim  our  cool  deliberation.  The  Rio  del  Norte, 
the  Piierco,  and  the  Apachee  mountains,  and  Si- 
erra Obscura,  (dark  mountains,)  are  our  national 
limits,  on  that  side  of  the  confederacy.  .  Examine, 
if  you  please,  a  map  of  our  country;  compare  it 
•ivith  that  of  other  nations.  Like  France,  we  are 
bounded  by  two  seas  and  two  mountains — the  At- 
lantic and  the  lakes  on  those  sides,  and  by  the 
mountains  West  and  South.  The  Rio  del  Norte 
is  to  us  what  the  Rhine  is  to  France,  and  Texas 
is  our  low  country — our  Netherlands.  Spain  au- 
thorized her  Minister  to  cede  all  as  far  as  the  Rio 
del  Norte;  wherefore  shall  we  surrender  all  beyond 
the  Sabine  ?  The  Minister  had  full  powers,  and 
his  secret  instructions  permitted  him  to  cede  much 
farther  than  he  did — rumor  says,  a  large  portion 
of  New  Spain ;  meaning  "Louisiana,  as  it  should 
be,"  to  the  Rio  del  Norte.  Why  did  we  yield  ? 
Why  not  adhere  to  every  acre?  The  Spaniard 
had  fears,  and  our  interests  were  set  off  against  his 
J»rs — our  barriers  and  defences,  to  savenis  bead. 
The  commercial  interests  of  eight  States,  two  Ter- 


ritories, parts  of  two  States,  and  all  the  transci  t- 
tane  regions  surrendered,  now  and  forever,  to  .--tv 
a  Spaniard  from  potential  danger. 

New  Orleans,  he  said,  was  tne  only  entrc j>c:  :> 
the  commerce  of  the  Mississippi  and   its  wd.Vx>. 
No  city,  of  ancient  or  modem  times,  possess^  *sr 
same  advanta^s ;  certainly  none  of  ours  had  i'\vL 
prospects  for  ttie  future.  It  was  destined  to  be*%  -- 
the  great  emporium  of  the  new  world-      It  wa* :: 
heel  of  Achules — our  vulneraUe  point.     Fkr.i.L 
Texas,  and  Cuba,  are  the  great  military  and  liti. 
positions  which  defend  the  city  and  its  comrnerct 
or  threaten  it  with  invasion.    It  is  peculiarly  a 
posed  to  combined  operations — ^to  simnlcaneou.^  2'- 
tacks  by  land  and  water.    Let  it  be  taken,  and  Lb 
tree  is  belted;  the  country  above  it  will  deacV: 
and  decay.    We  have  no  other  market    Ourprv 
duce  will  perish  on  our  hands.     Expose  New  Or- 
leans, and  you  expose  our  interests  io  the  same 
proportion.    A  place  of  such  importnnce  should 
be  yarded  by  positions  which  faid  defiance  to  as- 
sault.   The  three  positions  he  had  named  beloncr 
properly  to  our  continent.  Cuba,  said  be,  we  shal: 
never  get ;  and  the  treaty  offers  to  surrender  Tex- 
as, leaving  Us  Florida,  the  weakest  of  the  three,  r-j 
defend  the  citv.     He  would  say  the  weakest,  bf- 
cause  he  should  hazard  nothing  in  affinniii^  iba: 
Orleans  is  most  vulnerable  on  its  risht  flani— or 
the  side  of  Texas;  and  always  would  be  so,  unti. 
that  province  is  settled  by  our  people.     From  FK 
rida  and  Cuba  the  line  of  attacc  upon  New  Orkns^ 
is  by  water ;  the  land  route  from  JSast  Floiida  t-> 
ing  impracticable  for  any  army  of  inrasion.   T> 
enemy  would  have  to  debark  itself  in  the  face  '•: 
defensive  armies,  an  operation  never  desirable,  au-j 
almost  always  dangerous.    But  the  base  ofmm- 
paign  against  Orleans,  laid  in  Texas,  and  tiM  h\ 
the  fine  norses  of  that  country,  and  the  fedhtu-so- 
descent  by  the  Red  river  and  Mississippi,  woiii- 
insure  success ;  and,  even  if  defeated,  the  men  src 
means  of  that  defeat  would  cost  this  cotmlry  jdoT' 
than  twice  the  sum  which  would  at  this  diy  pur- 
chase  the  whole  province.    This  line  of  atiacA: 
unites  all  the  advantages  of  land  and  wafer  move- 
ments.   A  fleet  could  actively  operate  upon  the 
€kilf,  and  furnish  the  invadine  army  with  soppltes. 
by  the  rivers  and  bayous  of  the  country.    AU  thi^ 
was  so  clear  io  him,  so  palpable,  that  he  marvel ieij 
greatly  at  those  who  could  not  see  it.    He  woulvi 
ask,  it  New  Orleans  had  nothing  to  ftar  from  :: 
transfer  of  Texas  to  England?    Nofthinff  from  J 
coalition  between  England  and  New  Spain  ?  JNV 
thin^  from  the  ambition  of  a  Credian  JSmperor  oi 
Mexico,  possessing  the  very  sinews  of  war,  the 
mines  and  precious  metals,  and  stimniated  by  the 
love  of  domination  ? 

Eng[land,  he  said,  had  fought  us  two  wars,  nuC 
committed  the  same  errors  in  each.  It  was  not  ll' 
him  to  expose  her  blunders ;  experience  would  n.  t 
be  lost  upon  her;  she  could  feel  for  a  soft  place  s- 
well  as  other  nations.  It  is  said  she  urges  SpaiL 
to  ratify  the  treaty;  and  it  is  also  said  that  fbt* 
holds  a  secret  treaty  of  cession  for  the  island  t.' 
Cuba ;  that  has  been  denied.  Perhaps  it  is  oniv  a 
cession  of  Texas,  in  part  remuneration  forsul^^i- 
dies  furnished  during  the  war  in  the  Peninsula 
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against  Napoleoo  and  King  Joseph.  Next  to  Cuba, 
it  is  the  most  important  acquisition  she  conld  make 
upon  oiir  borders ;  especiaily  if  she  intends  to  fight 
us  another  war.  Siie  would  then  bold  the  bar- 
riers of  our  country  on  each  flank—on  the  North 
and  South;  and  while  we  besiege  Cluebec  she 
'Would  plunder  Orleans.  If  she  demands  the  pro- 
vince, oan  Ferdinand  refuse?  Where  was  he, 
and  what  his  condition,  in  February  last?  At 
Madrid,  surrounded  hy  discord  and  confusion;  his 
coffers  empty ;  his  subjects  mutinous ;  and  his  army 
in  rebellioii.  Where  is  he  now?  Perhaps  wing- 
ing his  serial  flight  after  his  eousin  the  Diyce  of 
Berri ;  pearfuips  an  exile  from  his  natire  land,  liv- 
ing upon  the  Dounty  of  the  allies;  perhaps  a  fugi- 
tive, houseless  and  friendless  in  his  own  dominions ; 
perhaps  a  tenant  in  his  own  dang[eons,  the  com- 
panion of  State  criminals,  the  rietims  of  his  mad 
policy. 

Mr.  T.  rejoiced  that  he  was  a  son  of  the  new 
world;  a  citizen  of  a  free  government;  a  com- 
X»anioQ  of  freemen.     Had  his  lot  been  east  sbe- 
where,  Ineland  of  choice  shoidd  have  been  his  birth- 
place, the  land  of  hospitality  and  heroes,  of  patriots 
and  martyrs ;  aad,  next  to  irdand,  Fnmee.    The 
French,  said  he,  are  a  brave  and  generous  people ; 
heroic,  raaffnanimous,  and  lofty ;  their  renown  in 
arms  virill  be  remembered,  when  the  dynasties  of 
the  Bourbons  and  Najioleons  ere  forgotten.    Thev 
deserved  to  enjoy  a  bright  day  of  liberty,  of  whicn 
they  saw  only  the  twuight.     The  holy  alliance 
may  persuade  Louis  XVIII  to  abolish  the  law  of 
elections,  the  freedom  of  the  press,  and  tiie  trial  by 
jury,  and  to  revive  the  leUresde  cachet;  but  the  king 
should  beware.    The  spirit  of  freedom  in  France 
is  unbroken — it  only  sleeps — the  ultras  i^iil  ruin 
him.   Even  now  his  power  totters  to  its  base.  But, 
as  to  his  cousin  Ferdmand,  he  dare  not  send  him 
subsidies.  He  dare  not  march  an  army  into  Spain. 
Frenchmen  may  fight  to  build  up  a  constitution, 
they  will  not  fight  to  put  one  down.  '  What  can 
Ferdinand  do?    Where  can  he  turn  for  succor? 
What  are  his  means  to  purchase  it  ?    His  colonies 
are  torn  away  bv  revolution,  never  to  reunite.  He 
has  nothing  left  but  Cuba,  and  Porto  Rico,  and 
Tei(as.    New  Spain  is  nothing,  because  Apodaca 
will  be  Emperor  of  Mexico,  whenever  time  and 
chance  will  lavor  him.  Cuba  is  the  brightest  aem 
upon  the  Grown ;  that  comes  to  the  hammer  last. 
What  has  he  left  but  Texas,  which  is  available  to 
purchase  subsidies?     Like  other  bankrupts,   he 
must  surrender  his  efieets,  and  England   must 
take  Texas  for  a  shilling  in  the  pound.    The 
purchase  would  give  her  commercial  advantages 
and  military  strength.    Would  she  value  it  for 
military  purposes  ?    He  could  state  a  fact  which 
would  serve  nim  as  an  argument.  No  one,  he  said, 
nad  forgotten  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake ;  on  that 
occasion  the  war  whoop  tesounded  throuj^  all 
parts  of  the  Union;  England  heard  it,  and  began 
to  prepare  for  probable  events. 

An  officer  was  sent  to  New  Orleans,  to  make 
topographical  reports  of  the  country,  and  furnish 
plans  of  campaign  against  the  city.  That  officer 
suggested  three  plans.  1st.  By  Lake  Borffne,  and 
the  Mississippi.    This  was  the  assault  in  front,  or 


direct  line  of  attack.  2d.  By  Lake  Borgne,  Pon- 
chartrain,  Maurepas,  and  the  Iberville  river,  de- 
scending by  water  upon  New  Orleans.  This  was 
the  attack  by  the  left  and  rear.  3d.  By  laying 
the  base  of  the  campaign  in  Texas,  and  crossing 
that  province,  descend  the  Red  river  and  Missis- 
sippi, and  strike  the  city.  This  was  the  line  of 
assault  by  right  and  rear.  In  each  plan  the  front 
was  to  be  hdd  in  check  by  the  co-operation  of  a 
fleet  upon  the  Gulf.  General  Pakenham  adopted 
the  first  plan,  with  what  success  need  not  be  told ; 
the  world  and  history  would  long  remember  it. 
The  seoond  plan  might  have  conducted  him  to 
victory ;  but  the  third  was  then,  and  ever  will 
be,  the  best  and  most  certain  of  success,  because 
the  lines  of  approach  are  so  numerous  that  it  is 
impossible  to.  fortify  against  them ;  and,  if  the 
attack  is  made  at  tfate  same  season  of  low  water, 
when  supplies  and  reinforcements  cannot  descend 
the  Ohio,^  Orleans  would  fall  beyond  a  doubt — 
nothing  but  accident  and  mischance  could  save 
it.  Let  ffentlemen  look  at  a  map  of  that  country, 
and  mark  the  plans  referred  to,  and  the  facilities 
of  each,  and  compare  them  with  the  physical 
means  of  resistance  which  the  country  furnishes. 
Let  them  combine  the  effects  of  positions  on  each 
other,  their  action  and  re*action.  Let  them,  above 
all,  remember  that  the  best  possil](le  plan  of  campaign 
is  that  in  which  theinvadmg  army  (without  weak- 
ening itself  by  detachments)  performs  tn  masse  the 
douMe  operation  of  intercepting  supplies  and  rein- 
forcement, at  the  same  time  that  it  presses  a  siege, 
or  makes  an  escalade,  and  they  wdl  have  to  ad- 
mit that  Oiieans  has  most  to  fear  from  the  pro- 
vince of  Texas. 

He  said,  he  had  no  intention  to  deceive  himself 
or  to  mislead  others.  He  had  no  complaint  to 
make  against  the  Cabinet  for  having  assented  to  the 
treaty.  He  was  sure  the  President  intended  to  do 
every  thing  he  could  in  favor  of  that  section  of 
the  Union,  consistent  with  his  general  duties  to  the 
nation,  and  that  it  would  give  him  peculiar  plea- 
sure to  put  the  finishing  touch  to  the  great  Missis- 
sippi question,  in  the  management  of  which  he 
had  heen  so  conspicuous  from  its  origin  to  this 
day,  and  for  which  distinguished  services  he  de- 
served all  the  applause  which  the  nation  had 
awarded  him.  Mr.  T.  knew  well  enough  that 
members  residing  at  different  parts  of  the  Union 
might  have  difierent  views  of  the  subject.  It  was 
his  settled  opinion  that  Texas  was  worth  more 
than  Florida,  and  he  would  express  his  sentiments 
with  the  frankness  of  a  freeman.  It  was  worth 
more  for  agricultural  purposes;  for  military  de- 
fence ;  for  maritime  protection  ;  for  a  hostage  of 
peace  between  us  and  Mexicoa  As  a  colony  of 
England,  we  should  find  it  a  whip  of  scorpions. 
With  it  we  surrender  the  control  of  the  Coman- 
ches,  the  Lepans,  the  Tetans^  and  various  tribes 
of  Indians  wno  inhabit  its  plains  and  mountains ; 
the  most  powerful  and  warlike  Indians  on  the 
continent — numbering  from  ten  to  twenty-five 
thousand  warriors,  of  great  muscular  strength  and 
vigorous  constitutions — amounted  upon  the  finest 
horses  in  our  country — ^the  Andalusian  blood  cross- 
ed with  Arabian.    These  wild  men  are  the  oncon- 
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qiiered  descendants  of  Montezuma,  inhabiting  the 
Switzerland  of  New  Spain :  a  determined,  viffil- 
ant,  and  crafty  race — ^fruitful  in  stratagem,  skilful 
in  arms  and  horsemanship,  and  fierce  in  battle. 
They  are  the  Cossacks  of  America ;  the  Spartans 
of  modern  times.  Let  no  man  despise  the  chil- 
dren of  the  Sun ! 

What  if  England  should  get  the  province,  subsi- 
dize the  natives,  and  establish  a  line  of  posts  along 
our  Southern  iiorder?  Is  experience  lost  upon 
us  ?  Have  we  forgotten  the  rude  lessons  of  last 
war  ?  Here  we  are,  contesting  the  point  of  honor 
about  the  Missouri  expedition ;  listening  to  wise 
counsellors,  who  teach  us  the  value  of  Northwest- 
em  posts ;  of  holding  checks  upon  the  Indians  in 
that  quarter,  and  counterchecks  upon  the  influ- 
ence of  British  traders,  and  at  the  same  time  ad- 
vise us  to  surrender  Texas ;  a  countrv  of  rich  soil 
and  mild  climate,  about  one  hundred  leagues  wide, 
and  extending  more  than  seven  hundred  miles 
along  our  Southern  frontier;  exposing  us,  thought- 
lessly and  carelessly,  to  the  vexations  and  dangers 
of  Indian  warfare  on  that  border,  but  carefully 
and  promptly  creating  counterguards  elsewhere. 
Here  we  protect  you  against  the  ruthless  savage ; 
there  we  expose  you  to  his  tender  mercies.  The 
contrast  struck  him  with  amazement.  France 
had  a  cordon  of  posts  around  us  while  we  were 
colonies ;  she  had  forts  from  Quebec  up  the  Lakes, 
and  down  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  to  New  Or- 
leans. The  effect  was  not  forgotten.  In  the  war 
of  '56,  she  brought  the  Indians  upon  our  frontier 
from  Lake  Greorge  to  the  swamps  of  Florida. 
The  blood  of  our  people  was  shed  in  copious 
streams ;  thousands  of  lives  were  sacrificed,  and 
millions  of  money  spent  in  repelling  the  barbarous 
invaders.  England  pursued  the  same  policy  dur- 
ing the  Revolution,  and  again  the  savages  laid 
waste  our  frontier  from  the  Mohawk  to  the  Oco- 
nee and  St.  Mary's,  in  Greorgia. 

We  had  barely  recovered  from  this  blow,  when 
the  Mississippi  question  struck  us  with  consterna- 
tion and  dismay.  He  alluded,  he  said,  to  the 
famous  proposition  to  surrender  the  transmontane 
country  to  Spain.  We  shall  find  it  upon  the 
secret  lournal ;  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Pinckney)  had  told  us  so  from  his 
place  in  this  House,  and  he  was  a  memb^  of  that 
Congress.  We  of  the  West  were  to  have  been 
pruned  off  from  the  Tree  of  Liberty;  our  soil 
rented  to  a  foreign  despot ;  leased  for  a  term  of 

Ssars^  ourselves  threatened  with  the  insolence  of 
panish  power,  and  the  horrors  of  Spanish  tyranny. 
Who  would  have  been  our  Viceroy  or  Captam 
General?  One  of  our  own  countrymen?  No, 
sir,  a  foreigner,  some  royal  parasite ;  a  myrmidon 
of  power ;  a  bloody  and  merciless  Morilio,  with 
inquisition  at  his  heels,  to  crush  the  spirit  of  inde- 
pendence or  drive  us  from  the  country ;  our  hardy, 
fearless  woodsmen,  after  surmountmg  the  perils 
of  migration,  and  subduing^  the  Spartans  of  the 
forest,  must  have  bowed,  silent  and  sullen,  to  the 
yoke  of  Spain,  or  paid  the  forfeit  of  resistance  in 
bngering^torments  to  glut  the  vengeance  of  unholy 
altars  |  and  our  heroic,  enterprising  females,  after 
breasting  the  tomahawk,  and  scalping-knife  of  sav- 


age war,  would  have  been  spared,  only  to  "witikess  ikr 
horror-breasting  scenes  exhibited  not  long  since  u 
Valencia ;  the  blood  of  maiden  innocence,  gushiiir 
from  its  naked  Umbs,  and  dripping  from  the  tor- 
ture and  the  rack.     That  thunderbolt  west  hj; 
and  now  another  comes.    Our  barriers  are  sor- 
rendered — bartered  away.   The  eqaiFalent  is  nmk- 
ing;  barriers  have  no  equivalents ;  they  are  ab.Tf 
its  standard ;  they  are  the  gift  of  Ciod  to  natioib 
the  shield  and  buckler  of  defence;  the  ^ardsaizd 
counterchecks  a^nst  invasion.     The  greit  En- 
gineer of  the  Universe  has  fixed  the  natural  hmits 
of  our  country,  and  man  cannot  change  them: 
that  at  least  is  above  the  treaty-making  power. 
To  that  boundary  we  shall  go ;  "^  peaoealSy  if  we 
can,  forcibly  if  we  must ;"  beyond  it,  all  to  ns  t 
worthless;  we  would  not  have  it  as  a  gift;  not  if 
Spain  would  give  a  dowry  with  it :  utat  would 
lay  the  foundation  of  perpetual  collisions;   the 
otner  would  exclude  them  so  far  as  human  wis- 
dom can  avert  the  danger.    Boundaries  fix  the 
destiny  of  nations  for  peace  or  toar.    The  pnmary 
law  or  all  communities  is  self-defence,  ^roiectioii 
from  assault,  shelter  from  invasion,  safeguards 
for  commerce,  and  commercial  depots.    The]f  who 
surrender  barriers,  betray  themselres ;  it  is  ht^ 
treason  against  posterity ;  the  evil  ends  not  with 
time  present :  it  operates  in  perpetuity.    Whj  seU 
the  birthright  of   our  country?    Our  apeesters 
left  us  a  goodly  herita^ ;  let  us  preserve  it  luiim- 
paired ;  we  are  responsible  for  the  estate,  and  its 
abutments  and  defences ;  not  to  those  who  kt^e 
passed  away,  and  sleep  with  their  fathers ;  oo, 
sir,  to  ourselves ;  to  this  nation,  the  only  free  oce 
on  the  globe ;  to  a  long  line  of  succeeding  geooa- 
tions;   to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  hwDMoity 
itsdf.    Will  you  hazard  a  failure  of  this  gntt  po- 
litical experiment,  <4n  the  full  tide  of  its  suc- 
cess ?"    Will  you  jeopardize  the  integrity  of  tke 
nation  by  surrendering  its  safeguards,  and  thereh 
inviting  foreign  Powers  to  seize  our  emporioms, 
and  smite  us  with  disunion  ?    No  act  of  hs sboald 
create  even  potential  danger  of  that  sort;  his  rote 
should  be  against  such  measures  so  kng  as  he 
had  a  place  in  the  councils  of  the  Unkm.    His 
solemn  protest  was  against  the  treaty;  it  cedes 
without  equivalents ;  takes  private  pro^t^  for 
public  purposes,  and  repays  only  a  moiety;  ex- 
patriates allodial  citizens;  surrenders  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Multnomah  ;  girts  us  clos^  up  with 
a  line  of  posts;  barters  away  our  conee  land; 
surrenders  our   natural    boundary,  our   barriers 
against  Mexico ;  exposes  the  emporium  of  weslem 
commerce,  and  violates  all  primary  pmiciples 
which  govern  the  establishment  of  bomunries  and 
limits. 

Mr.  Anderson,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  he  re- 
gretted very  much  to  see  the  couirse  in  which  the 
gendemen  who  had  preceded  him  had  thouflit 
proper  to  indulge  themselves.  A  course  which 
went  in  every  way  to  depreciate  Florida,  and  to 
five  to  Texas  such  exaggerated  advantages  v  he 
believed  no  country  ever  possessed.  He  had  nevei 
heard  until  lately  that  the  acquisition  of  Fionda 
was  not  eminently  desirable  to  this  conntrr ;  not 
only  on  account  of  its  positive  advantages,  out  for 
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the  purpose  of  excluding  from  all  ownership  any 
foreig^n  Power,  whose  neighborhood  would  alwap 
be  unfriendly,  and  particularly  for  preventing  its 
occupation  by  a  Power  which  had  a  strone  naval 
force.     The  comi^ete  natural  boundary  which  its 
possession  would  give  us,  its  fine  ports,  the  com- 
mand of  the  Gulff  (an  advantage  always  in  the 
recollection  of  those  whose  productions  passed  to 
market  through  the  channel  of  the  Mississippi,) 
had  formed  the  reasons  which  induced  the  Ame- 
rican people  to  desire  it.    Without  having  any 
particular  information  on  the  subiect,  which  was 
not  common  to  every  gentleman,  Mr.  A.  said  that 
he  had  yielded  to  tnose  reasons  which  seemed  so 
obvious,  and  had  partaken  of  the  general  anxiety. 
Public  sentiment  had  decided  on  the  importance 
of  the  acquisition,  and  the  Executive  department 
of  the  Government  has  been  stimulated  by  a  know- 
Ledge  of  the  universal  wish  that  Florida  should 
belong  to  us.    It   nouiy  be  safely  affirmed  that  for 
many  years  the  people  have  never  looked  to  a  set- 
tlement of  our  differences  with  Spain,  without  com- 
bining with  that  adjustment  the  acquisition  of 
Florida.    So  strongly  had  it  seized  on  the  public 
mind  that  the  original  cause  of  our  negotiation 
with  Spain  had  become  only  an  incident  in  pub- 
lic sentiment.    This  general  anxiety  was  connect- 
ed, too,  with  a  belief  that  its  purchase  was  essential 
to  the  complete  suppression  of  the  Indian  hostilities, 
which  had  so  long  vexed  our  Southern  citizens. 

During  the  long  and  tedious  negotiations  which 
preceded  the  treaty  of  February,  1819,  this  gen- 
eral belief  had  been  cherished  and  augmented. 
Nothing  was  said  or  published  to  divert  the  public 
attention,  nor  to  show  the  people  or  the  Govern- 
ment that  they  attached  to  the  country  an  impro- 
per value.   But  it  is  now  becoming  the  fashionable 
opinion  that  if  die  treaty  is  ratifiM,  we  shall  have 
acquired  nothing  valuable ;  that  Florida  is  a  sand- 
bank ;  that  it  is,  at  any  rate,  what  we  can  do  very 
well  without  at  present.    All  the  value  which  we 
have  heretofore  attached  to  that  country  is  now 
transferred  to  Texas ;  the  climate  of  Texa.s,  its  soil, 
its  relation  to  the  Gul^  its  fine  port,  its   high 
maritime  importance,  have  been  spoken  of  in  lan- 
guage of  the  highest  praise.    Mr.  A.  said  that 
mucn  of  this  may  be  true ;  the  map  showed  to  him 
the  climate,  and  ne  had  heard  that  there  was  much 
fine  land.    But  the  nature  and  accuracy  of  the 
information  of  the  gentlemen,  he  presumed,  de- 
pended upon  authority  very  much  like  his  own ; 
he  had  seen  very  few  people  who  had  ever  been 
there.    And  as  it  regarded  the  naval  importance 
of  the  country  and  the  fine  port  spoken  of,  he  would 
observe  that  he  considered  the  statements  of  the 
gentlemen  wholly  wrong.    The  general  opinion, 
founded  on  tl^e  uncontradicted  statements  of  our 
naval  officers  and  others,  was,  that  there  is  no 
port  on  the  whole   coast;   and  he  could  say 
that  he  had  never  heard  of  it,  until  it  was  men- 
tioned yesterday  by  his  jfriend,  the  Speaker.   It  had 
been  frequently  mentioned  as  a  peculiarity  and 
a  commercial  misfortune  attending  the  coast  of 
the  Gulf,  for  a  very  neat  distance  to  the 'south- 
ward of  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  that  there 
was  not  even  a  tolerable  harbor. 


Mr.  A.  said  he  thought  it  peculiarly  unfortunate 
that  gendemen  should,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, when  the  acquisition  had  been  made  so 
far  as  tne  authorides  of  our  Government  extended, 
depreciate  that  which  we  had  gotten,  and  for  die 
payment  of  which  our  constituents  mif  ht  soon 
oe  called  on  to  contribute,  and  should  endeavor  to 
enhance  the  value  of  that  country  which  the  same 
authorities  had  determined  did  not  belong  to  us. 
He  thought  such  a  course  might  have  a  very  un- 
happy effect  on  the  public  mind ;  and  he  depre- 
cated very  much  every  thing  which  would  now 
tend  to  produce  dissatisfaction  towards  a  treaty 
which  we  had  ourselves  promoted  and  ratified. 

On  the  subject  of  our  power  to  interfere,  in  the 
way  proposed,  Mr.  A.  said  he  had  no  difficulty. 
He  believed  that  it  was  competent  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  on  any  occasion  in  which  they 
might  constitutionally  interfere,  to  bring  to  punish- 
ment the  betrayers  of  the  public  trust,  or  which 
they  might  be  ultimately  called  on  to  aid  by  an 
appropriation  of  monev,  to  anticipate  the  case,  and 
to  avert  the  evil,  whicn  they  foresaw  was  about  to 
fall  on  the  country.  He  b^eved  that  this  House, 
on  every  great  occasion,  might  so  far  imbody  and 
give  expression  to  public  sentiment,  as  to  declare 
py  resolution  its  opinion,  for  the  purpose  of  avert- 
ing a  great  national  calamity  which  the  treaty- 
making  power  or  any  other  department  was  about 
to  bring  on  the  country.  A  right  ultimately  to 
prosecute  the  offenders  seemed  itself  to  give  a  power 
to  avert  the  offence,  by  forewarning  the  agents. 
But,  while  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  right  of  the 
House  to  act  in  this  case,  in  which,  if  the  treaty 
were  made,  they  would  be  called  on  to  make  the 
appropriations  to  fulfil  it,  he  strenuously  contended 
that  no  case  had  been  made  out  to  justify  our  in- 
terference. The  utmost  iuj^enuity  of  gendemen 
had  been  exerted  to  ascertain  whether  the  treaty 
were  a  good  or  a  bad  one.  Where  differences  of 
opinion  might  exist  as  to  its  policv,  it  was  essential 
that  the  treatv-making  power  snould  be  uncon- 
trolled; that  the  department  which  had  the  power 
to^act  should  act  on  its  own  responsibility;  Aat 
the  exercise  of  this  power  should  in  no  way  be  con- 
trolled, nor  its  responsibility  shared  by  us.  With 
these  sentiments,  ne  could  have  wished  that  the 
resolutions  had  not  been  introduced.  If  they  had 
tended  towards  another  purpose,  to  which  an  allu- 
sion had  been  made  in  the  course  of  the  debate, 
they  should  have  had  his  cordial  support  He 
would  most  cordially  co-operate  in  any  public 
measures  which  should  go  to  establish  between 
this  country  and  the  independent  Governments  of 
South  America  those  relations  which  he  believed 
the  feelings  of  our  citizens  and  the  just  claims  of 
those  Governments  required — relations  which  he 
bdieved  would  soon  exist  with  the  approbation  of 
every  one. 

Tnere  is  another  consideration  which  should 
make  this  House  cautious  in  adopting  the  resolu- 
tions before  us — cautious  in  abandoning  the  high 
ground  we  have  obtained  by  our  forbearance  and 
ma^^nanimity.  The  course  of  this  protracted  ne- 
gotiation has  gained  to  us  much  honor  in  the  eyes 
of  the  world.    Although  we  have  foiled  as  yet  in 
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S^eitiiig  a  recompense  for  the  wron^  done  to  us, 
'w%  have  acquii^  a  character  which  was  wwth 
much  more.  We  have  shown  to  the  world  that 
we  sought  justice,  not  ag^ndizement ;  we  have 
shown  that  we  could  abstain  from  war,  even  when 
our  adversary  had  given  to  us  the  amplest  justij&- 
eatioBk  We  have  defeated  the  malicious  predic- 
tions of  the  politicians  of  Europe,  who  declared 
that  we  only  sought  an  apology  for  seizing  on  Flor- 
ida^ The  present  state  of  the  negotiation  has  just 
luought  those  Courts  to  the  acknowledgment  (a 
proud  oBe  for  us)  that  we  sought  only  peace  and 
a  £ur  setdemeal. 

But)  if  we  pass  these  resolutions,  we  suddenly 
rdinquish  this  high  grouncL  uid  assume  the  sta- 
tion of  our  adversary.  For  fourteen  years  we  have 
been  urgent,  Spain  reluctant ;  we  nave  pressed) 
Spain  has  reeeoed ;  but  now,  when  there  is  an 
indication  of  peace,  we  suddmly  change  side&— 
Spain  nresses,  and  we  recede.  We  thereby  defeat 
all  our  declaralions  of  anxiety  for  peace ;  we  eharee 
as  unequal  the  terms  which  for  several  months 
have  be«i  regarded  as  the  teims  of  peace,  and 
which  have  been  sanctioned  by  all  the  authorities 
of  the  Government  This  course  would  mesent 
the  American  Government  in  a  point  of  view 
wholly  different  from  the  one  in  which  her  con* 
duct  throughout  the  nejgotiation  had  placed  her. 
It  would  manifest  a  variableness  of  public  counsel 
-««n  instability  of  decision — ^in  no  way  calculated 
to  maintain  our  ehftracter  among  foreign  nations, 
or  among  our  own  citizens*  Such  a  j^itical  fic- 
kleness would  create  at  home  and  abroad  a  distrust 
of  the  permanence  of  all  our  public  measures.  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind,  too,  that  this  House  has 
apf|roved  the  treaty  in  the  most  solemn  manner  in 
which  it  can  act^by  the  passa^^  of  a  law.  A 
bill  was  introduced  and  parted  for  the  purpose  of 
executing  the  treaty,  in  all  those  parts  wnich  were 
susceptible  of  immediate  execution,  and  for  estate- 
lishing  a  provisional  government  m  Florida.  It 
has  been  said  that  this  bill  passed  without  discus- 
sion. This  was  true,  only  oecause  there  was  no 
olijection  or  dissent.  The  forms  of  our  Govern- 
ment do  not  aduoit  any  further  ratification  than 
this  treaty  has  received.  It  received  the  approba- 
tion of  that  department  to  which  such  duties  avC) 
in  the  first  instance,  assigned.  The  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives then  ori^nated  and  the  Congress 
passed  a  law  for  carrying  it  into  effect  He  did 
not  contmd,  for  a  moment,  that  the  treaty  was 
now  binding  on  us — ^the  King  of  Spain  having 
failed,  to  ratifv  it  within  the  time  prescribed.  But, 
Mr.  A  said,  ne  could  not  consent  so  soon  to  con- 
tradict the  formal  declarations  which  we  have 
made  to  the  world,  and  now  declare  to  our  own 
citizinis  ihat  we  have  ratified  a  treaty  which  was 
not  only  uneuual,  but  unconstitutional.  He  would 
leave  to  the  President  and  Senate  the  further  ne- 
gotiattoa  of  the  subject ;  and,  whether  any  recent 
circuoBStanees  ha4  occuned,  which  would  induce 
them  to  reject  those  terms  of  settlement  to  which 
they  had  lately  assented,  he  wottld  submit  to  them, 
Aim  lei  rest  on  their  responnbility  the  duty  of 
iiB*^og  such  an  adiustment  as  our  rights  demancbed. 

Mr.  A.  saw  notning  in  the  whole  course  of  this 


transaction  which  called  on  us  fbr  our  interferencf . 
He  did  not  think  that  the  circumstance  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  Senate  having  made  one  treaty,  wiuob 
we  did  approve,  gave  any  evidence  that  they  irovM 
now  make  one  which  we  did  not 

He  would  now  proceed  to  consider  the  resofaauB 
presented  by  the  Speaker,  in  referenee  to  its  a|^ 
cation,  without  attending  closely  to  thephraseolo^. 
In  its  operation,  it  contained  a  demal  c^  the  hgst 
of  the  treaty-making  pow»  to  declare  the  StJme 
river  as  the  west^n  umit  oi  Louisiana.     Althoig^, 
in  form,  the  first  member  of  the  resolotioa  pm- 
ported  to  be  a  declaration  that  the  Presidest  ^d 
Senate  could  not  cede  any  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  still  its  meaning  is  so  far  explained 
bv  the  second  resolution  and  the  ^leaeh  oi  the 
Speaker,  that  it  was  fair  to  consider  it  in  iis^  open- 
tion,  and  not  in  its  abstract  form.    Th^  view  of 
the  subject  would  save  him  from  <  mart  ithorious 
discussion,  which  an  examination  of  the  questiMi 
of  ceding  territory  belonging  to  the  United  Slates 
would  involve.    Whether  the  power  to  acquire 
territory  does  include  a  power  to  cede  1    Whc^er 
territory  be  as  much  under  the  regulation  of  treaties 
as  other  property  7    Whether  there  be  any  limila- 
tion  of  the  treaty-making  power,  in  relation  to  ter- 
ritory, produced  by  any  special  exceptioa  in  eke 
Constituticm ;  and,  indeed,  what  are  the  limifrsrw* 
to  this  power  7  are,  singly,  questions  of  matnag- 
nitude ;  someof  wmch  wul  probably  produce  much 
unpleasant  contention  before  they  are  finally  settled 
He  was,  however,  happy  to  think  that  the  prMt 
case  required  no  such  discussion.    It  was  sumcie&t 
for  him  to  show  that  the  treaty,  as  concluded,  wis 
within  the  powers  of  the  department  'vrhich  made 
it,  without  indulging  in  any  speculations  oo  die 
construction  of  the  Constitution  on  other  oDtro* 
verted  points.    His  single  aim,  then,  was  to  show 
that  the  President  and  Senate  might  ssdTely  declare, 
in  a  treaty  of  limits,  that  the  disputed  province  of 
Texas  was  not  included  within  the  possesaoos  of 
the  United  States,  without  at  all  aiwrnninj  the 
power  to  cede  any  of  the  public  territory. 

To  present  the  proposition,  with  distioclnessi  to 
the  Committee,  it  may  beVuted  that  theie  are  three 
situations,  in  one  of  which  the  province  of  Texas 
must  be  placed : 

1st  It  may  belong  to  Spain  certainly ; 

2d.  Or  to  us ; 

3d.  Or  it  may  be  disputed  territory. 

In  the  first  mentioned  state  of  the  ease,  there 
could  be  no  difficulty ;  there  could  be  none  at  re- 
cognisii^  that  which  previouslv  existed.  That 
supposition,  then,  will  be  no  iartner  puraoed.  The 
second  case,  then,  produces  the  dLflScut^}  ^^  ^ 
the  only  one  on  which  the  resolutions  can  he  main- 
tained. There  is  no  pretence  for  siistaimng  the 
resolutions  until  it  is  first  shown  that  Texas  be- 
longs to  us ;  but  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  prove 
it.    The  very  ground  on  whieh  the  demand  oi 

Clemen  for  our  votes  must  be  supported  has  not 
touched.  The  debate  has  assumed^  as  a  hct^ 
that  which  the  Spaniards  have  never  conceded,  and 
which,  in  fourteen  years  of  negotiation,  we  hare 
never  oeen  able  to  determine.  It  has  assumed,  as 
a  fact,  that  which  we  may  all  believe,  but  which, 
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inasmuch  as  there  is  do  standard  between  nations 
to  measure  the  respective  rights  of  each,  must  be 
uncertain,  so  long  as  both  parties  assert  their  claims. 
Probably  no  American  has  ever  read  the  long  dis- 
cussions on  this  subject,  which  have  been  conducted 
by  the  secretaries  of  the  two  countries,  without  an 
ardent  -wish  to  find  proofs  to  sustain  tne  claims  of 
his  country  to  the  farthest  boundaries  contended 
for  :  and  very  few  of  us  have  ever  read  without 
finding  that  for  which  we  all  looked.    Bat  these 
reasons  are  of  no  avail,  so  long  as  there  is  no  com- 
mon tribunal  to  enforce  them.    Mr.  A.  said,  then, 
that  he  should  not  go  into  the  ultimate  question  of 
the  Tight,  vvhich  he  considered  utterly  useless  to 
him  who  neld  the  negative  of  the  proposition  before 
the  House,  but  should  attempt  to  show  that  the 
country  reterred  to  was  in  the  third  class ;  or  was 
disputed  territory.    And  there  is  certainly  nothing 
which  falls  more  aptly  within  the  power  to  form 
treaties  than  the  settlement  of  the  limits  of  disputed 
or  undefined  territory. 

The  history  of  the  transaction  shows,  that  the. 
ownership  of  this  province  has  never  ceased  to  be 
a  question.  That  there  never  has  been  a  moment 
of  time,  since  the  original  purchase  of  Louisiana, 
at  wMch  our  claims  were  admitted  by  the  other 
contracting  party.  There  are  three  facets,  which 
alone  must  assign  this  country  to  that  class,  in 
which  he  had  placed  it» 

Spain  has  never  agreed  that  it  belonged  to  us. 
We  have  never  ha2  possession. 
The  President  of  the  United  States  a^roved  the 
arrangements  made  by  the  American  omcers  with 
the  Spanish  commandant,  in  1806,  by  which  the 
Spaniard  was  to  retire  with  his  forces  beyond  the 
Sabine  3  and  neither  party  was  to  molest  the  other 
on  their  respective  banks.    This  arrangement  was 
made  by  the  military  officer  for  a  temporary  pur- 
pose, but  was  acquiesped  in  by  Mr.  Jefferson;  as 
appears  by  his  Message  at  the  succeeding  session, 
has  never  been  violated,  and  has,  to  every  purpose, 
been  heretofore  the  western  limit  of  our  purchase* 
It  would  be  difficult  to  devise  any  circumstances 
which  would  more  certainly  affix  on  this  country 
the  character  of  a  "  disputed  tenitory ;"  there  is 
no  trait  of  such  a  character  absent.    After  volumes 
have  been  written  by  the  agents  of  the  Govem- 
mentS;  to  maintain  their  respective  rights,  it  woidd 
now  indeed  be  extraordinary  to  declare  that  its 
ownership  was  not  a  subject  of  negotiation ;  for,  if 
the  fmal  settlement  is  iu>t  within  the  power  of  the 
department  which  has  acted  on  it,  the  previous  ne- 
gotiation has  been  idle. 

We  hold  the  deed  of  cession,  which  we  declare, 
grants  the  country  to  us  ^  while  Spain  holds  the 
country  and  demes  that  the  deea  emlwaces  it* 
When  it  is  remembered,  that  between  nations  there 
is  no  common  arbiter,  by  which  the  rights  of  each 
can  be  ascertained,  our  claims  will,  in  the  eyes  of 
the  world,  be  considered  equal,  unless,  indeed,  the 
possession  of  our  adversary  should  create  in  his  be- 
half a  presumption  against  us.  Our  own  convic- 
tions tnat  the  country  is  within  Louisiana  can 
have  no  effect  ^  as  there  is  no  test  by  which  it  can 
be  demonstrated.  An  American  statesman  may 
rise  and  declare,  that  "Texas  belongs  to  us;  1 


know  it ;  I  can  prove  it ;"  but  it  is  a  vain  declara- 
tion ^---of  what  avail  can  it  be,  when  the  Spaniard, 
standing  on  the  land,  says  ^^  it  is  mine :  I  hold  it, 
and  there  is  no  judge  between  us  Vi    It  is  a  matter 
not  susceptible  of  demonstration ;  and  there  is  no 
tribunal  to  which  either  is  bound  to  submit.    The 
result  certainly  is,  that  the  western  limit  of  Louisi- 
ana has  ever  been  so  uncertain,  that  its  adjustment 
is  clearly  within  the  power  vvhich  has  acted  on  it* 
It  seems  to  have  been  admitted,  that,  where  the. 
extent  of  a  purchase  of  territory  was.  undefined, 
the  President  and  Senate  could,  by  treat]r,  define 
its  boundaries.    Nothin|[  can  be  more  plain,  than- 
that  the  same  power  which  can  acquire  territory, 
can  define  the  extent  of  the  acquisition;  or,  m 
other  words,  declare  how  much  it  did  purchase. 

There  is  nothing  which  can,  under  the  distribu- 
tion of  powers  in  our  Constitution,  be  more  cer- 
tainly assigned  to  the  President  and  Senafe^  than 
the  settlement  of  disputed  boundaries.  ProoaUy, 
there  is  no  single  subject  on  which  so  many  trea- 
ties have  been  made.  None  which  is  more  pecu- 
liarly the  attribute  of  the  department  to  which  be*- 
longs  the  pe^ce-making  pow^.  From  the  very 
great  extent  of  our  territory,  and>  the  undefi^iied 
state  of  its  limits,  on  several  sides,  this  ppwer  must 
be  frequently  called  into  exercise.  Its  fr^uant 
operation  on  the  settlement  of  difierences  of  this 
kmd^  must  have  been  contemplated  by  the  con- 
vention ;  and  it  could .  never  have  been  intended, 
that,  in  a  general  grant  of  the  power,  it  should  be 
construed  not  to  apply  to  cases,  which  had  b^en 
invariably,  in  all  countries,  the  subjects  of  its  oj^ 
ration*  In  the  short  course  of  our  history,  tceaties 
have  been  made,  in  which  boundaries  thezBtofi»e 
uncertain,  have  been  fixed ;  and  tenitory  bafoie 
uncertain  as  to  its  ownership,  has  been  declared  to 
belong  to  us.  or,  to  the  other  contracting  par^,  as. 
it  should  fall  on  the  one  or  the  other  sioe  or  the 
designated  line* 

It  has  been  contended,  althoqgh  the  Senate 
might  Constitution^y  declare  the  boundaries  of. 
a.  tenitory  till  then  uncertain,  that  in  the  present 
case  there  was  a  cession  of  territory*  A  Utdf  ex.-. 
^mination  of  the  subject  will  show  that  this  traaty 
was,  like  all  others,  made  for  the  purpose  of  settling' 
limits. 

The  usual  mode  of  settliog  disputed  bounda- 
ries, is  by  appointing,  in  the  treaty,  commissioQ-* 
ers  for  the  pwpose  <S  ascertaining  and  settling  the 
lines  left  uncertain  in  some  previous  treaty ;  tUs 
was  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Treaty  of  Ghent. 
But  it  is  perfectly  plain  that  the  two  contracting 
parties  might,  without  the  intervention  of  commis- 
sioners,  have  declared  what  were  the  limits  of  the 
territory*  The  substitution  of  commissioners  is 
used  as  a  matter  of  convenience  only.  In  the  pres- 
ent case,  they  might  have  been  ai»pointed  to  ascer- 
tain whiit  were  the  trae  boundaries  of  Louisiana ; 
but  it  is  eciually  certain,  that  the  parties  may  them- 
selves decide  and  declare  thelimits.  If  these  agents 
had  been  appointed,  and  had  agreed  upon  the  same 
line  which  the  late  treaty  contemj^ates,  than 
would  then  have  been  no  doubt  of  the  power  of 
the  Senate  to  ratify  the  deciuon.  Can  thei^  be 
any  more  doubt  of  the  power  of  the  Senate  to  de- 
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clare  that  the  Sabine  is  the  true  line,  without  any 
reference  to  commissioners  ?  Whenever  a  coun- 
try is  granted  by  name,  as  was  the  case  in  the  in- 
stance of  Louisiana,  if  there  be  any  misunderstand- 
ing as  to  its  extent,  the  exercise  of  the  power  of 
dining  limits  is  indispensable.  Are  the  President 
and  Senate  to  be  restrained  from  declaring  that 
OUT  claim  does  not  extend  to  a  certain  part  of  the 
territory,  because  others  may  thinlc  that  it  does  ? 
By  whose  opinion  shall  we  abide  ?  Shall  we  sub- 
mit to  his  judgment  who  says  that  we  own  the 
land  to  the  Colorado,  and  cannot  give  it  up  ?  or  to 
his,  who  only  claims  to  the  Trinity,  and  admits  that 
there  is  no  harm  in  declaring  that  the  balance  be- 
longs to  Spain?  Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  but  one 
safe  guide.  The  power  which  acquired  the  coun- 
try must  declare  tne  extent  of  the  acquisition. 

The  language  of  the  treaty  has  been  referred  to, 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  tnat  a  cession  of  terri- 
tory was  in  the  contemplation  of  the  n^otiators. 
Mr.  A.  said^  that  he  considered  the  treaty  as  he 
should  consider  any  other  written  instrument,  by 
its  legal  operation.  He  thought  that  the  word 
"  cede,"  was  improperly  used ;  but  it  was  an  im- 
propriety only  in  phrase.  The  intention  of  the 
clause  was.  clearly,  a  designation  of  boundary  only. 
If  the  result  was  within  tne  Constitutional  powers 
of  the  President  and  Senate,  it  would  be  unneces- 
sary cavilling  to  censure  the  language  in  which 
the  exercise  of  that  power  was  expressed. 

Mr.  A.  said  that  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  offered  a 
verv  strong  case  in  illustration  of  the  idea  which 
be  nad  endeavored  to  present  to  the  Committee  in 
the  coarse  of  his  observations.  The  doctrine  which 
prevailed  in  that  negotiation,  and  which  has  been 
sanctioned  by  every  department  of  our  Govern- 
ment, establishes  the  position  that  territory,  which 
has  been  in  our  possession,  and  formed  a  part  of 
a  State,  may,  by  circumstances,  so  far  become 
disputed  territory,  as  to  be  placed  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  treaty-making  power.  Certain  islands 
in  the  Bay  of  Passamaquoddy,  which  had  been  in 
our  possession  since  the  treaty  of  peace  in  1783, 
and  formed  a  part  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
were,  by  the  fortune  of  the  late  war,  thrown  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  At  the  making  of  the 
treaty  in  1814,  the  British  Commissioners,  in  behalf 
of  their  Crovernment,  set  up  a  claim  to  those  islands, 
which  they  asserted  had  belonged  to  them  during 
the  whole  time  that  we  had  possessed  them.  This 
claim,  so  stale,  was  still  considered  as  of  sufficient 
importance  to  form  the  subject  of  a  separate  stipu- 
lation, and  commissioners  were  appointed  "  to  de- 
^  cide  upon  the  said  claims,  accordmg  to  such  evi- 
^  dence  as  should  be  laid  before  them  on  the  part  of 

<  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States, 

<  respectively."  Here,  then,  is  a  case  in  which 
territory,  for  more  than  thirty  years  in  our  posses- 
sion, has  become  the  subject  of  negotiation.  No 
one  can  for  a  moment  doubt,  that  our  plenipoten- 
tiaries might,  if  they  had  considered  themselves 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  subject,  have  de- 
clared where  the  line  should  be,  or,  in  other  words, 
to  whom  the  islands  did  belong,  without  substitut- 
ing commissioners  to  ascertain  it.  The  slightest 
consideration  will  show,  that,  in  every  point  of 


view,  Texas  has  many  more  features  of  a  dispute 
country  than  those  Islands  had. 

The  late  convention  concluded  at  London  n 
1818,  shows  that  on  the  subject  of  w^ild  and  undt- 
fined  boundaries,  even  a  liberal  coQstructioi  h2< 
been  indulged,  for  the  purposes  of  promoting  imi- 
quillity  in  the  settlement  of  confiictiog  claimL  k 
tne  treaty  of  peace  of  1783,  it  was  declared  liia' 
the  northwestern  boundary  of  the  United  State 
should  be  a  line  drawn  *^  from  the  most  oorth- 
western  point  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  on  a  du€ 
west  course,  to  the  river  MississippL"     In  the  late 
convention,  that  line  is  rejected,  and  it  is  agreed 
that  a  line  from  the  same  point  on  the  Lake,  aioni; 
the  49th  degree  of  north  latitude,  shall  be  thf 
northern  boundary  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the   Stony  Moud tains. 
Under  this  reflation,  it  is  very  uncertain,  on  ac- 
count of  our  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  country, 
whether  we  shall  gain  or  lose  by  the  change ;  but 
it  is  very  certain,  that  the  ancient  limit  is  changed. 
In  the  case  now  under  debate,  we  do  not  contend 
for  a  power  to  change  the  boundaries,  but  mer^y 
to  declare  what  those  boundaries  are. 

But  do  gentlemen  see  with  clearness  the  conse- 
quence to  which  a  doctrine  would  lead,  which 
should  deny  to  the  President  and  Senate  the  poir- 
er  of  determining  by  treaty,  that  Texas  or  any 
other  controverted  territory,  to  which  we  had  a 
claim,  but  never  had  possession,  did  not  bdon^  to 
us  ?  What  tribunal  would  they  propose,  to  set- 
tle the  controversy?  If  they  reject  the  one  which 
we  propose,  there  is  no  other  test  but  the  swotd. 
The  result  would  be,  that,  in  every  case  of  disput- 
ed lines,  unless  our  neighbour  wouild  uncondition- 
ally relinquish  to  the  full  extent  of  our  claims, 
our  pretensions  must  be  asserted  by  -vrar ;  and  that 
war  could  not  be  abandoned,  howerer  disastnms 
it  might  be,  until  we  had  compiet^y  succeeded. 
No  treaty  could  be  sooner  made,  because  it  would 
cede  a  part  of  our  territory.  And  in  the  case  of 
Texas,  now  long  should  we  fight  for  it?  Uttdi 
the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  of  opinion 
that  it  does  not  belong  to  us  ?  The  rery  moment, 
in  which  you  take  from  the  Senate  the  power  of 
determining  the  right  to  the  property,  you  are  on 
the  ocean  without  a  pilot.  The  opinion  of  each 
individual  in  the  community  is  entitled  to  equal 
weifirht  in  this  consideration.  To  the  man  whc 
thinks  that  the  country  is  ours,  a  treaty  inTolvini 
a  relinquishment  of  it  will  be  unconstitutionaL 
while  to  him  who  is  of  a  different  opinion,  it  will 
be  valid  and  without  obiection.  The  misehie/5  of 
that  construction,  whicn  must  be  to  suhadtnte  the 
sword  for  the  Senate,  could  not  be  obviated  by  the 
arbitration  of  any  forei^  or  disinterested  Power. 
This  would  be  entirely  inadmissible,  as  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  could  not  refer  to  others  a  decbion 
on  a  point,  which  they  themselves  had  no  au- 
thority to  decide. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  wished  it  understood,  that  be 
anplied  his  arguments  onlv  to  a  countrir  situated 
like  Texas ;  a  country  which  was  really  in  dis- 

Eute,  one  to  which  we  had  a  claim,  but  which  we 
ad  never  possessed. 
Mr.  Rhba  observed,,  that  two  resolutions  had 
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been  submitted,  and  were  under  consideration,  to 
"wit: 

**  Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  vests  in  Congress  the  power  to  dispose  of  the 
territory  belonging  to  them,  and  that  no  treaty  pur- 
porting to  alienate  any  portion  thereof  is  valid,  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  Congress." 

This  resolution  seems  to  contain  several  propo- 
sitions, viz:  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  vests  in  Congress  the  power  to  dispose  of 
the  territory  belonging  to  them;  that  no  treaty 
purportlDg  to  alienate  any  portion  thereof  is  valid 
witnout  the  concurrence  of  Congress;  that  a  treaty 
purporting  to  alienate  any  portion  thereof  is  valid 
with  the  concurrence  of  Congress.  A  treaty  being 
a  compact  with  some  foreign  Power,  another  prop- 
osition presents  itself,  viz.,  that  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  vests  in  Congress  the  power  to 
alienate,  h^  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power,  any  por- 
tion of  their  territory. 

It  appears  as  if  the  first  resolution  endeavors  to 
bottom  itself  on  the  second  clause  of  the  third  sec- 
tion of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution.  That 
clause  declares  that  '^  Congress  shall  have  power 
'  to  dispose  of  and  make  aQ  needful  rules  ana  regu- 
^  lations  respecting  the  territory  or  other  property 
'  belonging  to  the  United  States ;  and  nothing  in 
'  this  Constitution  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  pre- 
'  judice  any  claims  of  the  United  States  or  of  any 
'  particular  State." 

It  will  be  observed,  that  the  word  treaty  is  not 
used«in  this  clause,  in  relation  to  the  disposing  of 
the  territory  belonging  to  the  United  States ;  and, 
inasmuch  as  territories  are  not  di^sed  of  or  trans- 
ferred by  any  power  to  a  foreign  Power,  otherwise 
than  by  treaty,  except  in  cases  of  conquest,  it  fol- 
lows that  the  first  part  of  that  clause  of  the  third 
section  only  empowers  Congress  to  dispose  of  and 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  for  survey- 
ing and  dividing  into  such  portions  as  shall  have 
been  judged  proper  for  the  aisposition  and  sale,  to 
the  people  of^  these  United  States,  for  cultivation 
and  habitation,  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  the  government  thereof,  in  territorial  form, 
and  no  more.    That  clause  of  the  Constitution 
cannot,  by  any  forced  interpretation,  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  empower  Congress  to  alienate,  by 
treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power,  any  part  or  portion  of 
the  territory  belonffinff  to  the  United  States;!  and 
this  is  evident  by  the  last  part  of  that  clause,  which 
declares,  '*  and  nothing  in  this  Constitution  shall 
be  so  construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the 
United  States  or  of  any  particular  State."    It  is  to 
be  regretted  that  that  sentence  in  the  second  clause 
of  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  artide  of  the 
Constitution  has  not  been  made  a  separate  and 
distinct  article ;  by  having  been  made  a  separate 
and  distinct  articlcj  it  would  have  been  more  con- 
spicuous; controlling  and  prohibiting  every  at- 
tempt to  dispose  of  and  make  rules  and  regulations, 
under  the  pretension  of  being  needful,  respecting 
the  territory  or  other  property  belonginff  to  the 
United  States,  to  the  prejudice  of  any  c&ims  of 
the  United  States ;  that  is,  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  or  to  the  prejudice  oi  any  claims  of 


any  particular  State ;  that  is,  of  the  people  of  any 
State,  either  generally  or  individually. 

The  power  vested  in  Congress  by  that  second 
clause  of  the  third  section,  ^^to  dispose  of  and 
'  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting 
*  the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the 
'  United  States,"  is,  notwithstanding  the  gener- 
ality of  the  terms  expressing  that  power,  restrained 
and  limited,  not  only  by  the  verb  dispose,  which 
signifies  to  aivide,  or  to  set  apart  separately,  but 
also  conclusively,  by  the  last  sentence  in  that 
clause,  declaring,  '^  and  nothing  in  this  Constitu 
tion  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claims 
of  the  United  States  or  of  any  particular  State ;" 
and  therefore  is  of  an  internal  and  economical 
nature  only,  and  not  in  any  manner  empowering 
Congress  to  alienate,  bv  treaty,  to  any  foreign 
Power,  any  portion  of  tne  territory  belonging  to 
the  United  States. 

The  first  proposition  in  the  first  resolution  may, 
in  respect  to  the  object  of  that  resolution,  be  con- 
sidered as  relating  to  territory  absolutely  and  defi- 
nitely belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  this 
seems  to  be  the  principle  assumed  in  the  first  reso- 
lution. If,  then,  it  be  correct  that  territory  does 
absolutely  and  definitively  belong  to  the  United 
States,  I  do  not  admit,  said  Mr.  K.,  that  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  vests  in  Congress 
power  to  alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power, 
any  portion  of  that  territory. 

To  alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power, 
territory  absolutely  and  definitively  belonffing,  pur- 
suant to  the  Constitution,  to  any  particiuar  State 
of  the  United  States,  will  prejudice  the  claims  of 
that  State,  and  is.  therefore,  prohibited  by  the 
second  clause  of  the  third  section  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  Constitution.  To  alienate,  by  treaty, 
to  any  foreign  Power,  territory  absolutely  and  de- 
finitively belonj^ing  to  the  United  States,  will  pre- 
judice the  claims  of  the  United  States,  and  is, 
therefore,  prohibited  by  the  second  clause  of  the 
third  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. Hence,  it  is  concluded  that  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  does  not  vest  in  Congress  any 
power  to  alienate  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power, 
territory  absolutely  and  definitively  belonging,  pur- 
suant to  the  Constitution,  to  any  particmar  State 
of  these  United  States;  and  that  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  does  not  vest  in  Congress  any 
power  to  alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power, 
territory  absolutely  and  definitively  belonging  to 
the  United  States,  or  that  has  been,  or  may  be  in- 
corporated into  this  Union.  The  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  does  vest  in  Congress  power  to 
dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regula- 
tions respecting,  the  territory  or  other  property 
belonging  to  the  United  States  in  the  District  of 
Columbia;  but  the  Constitntion  of  the  United 
States  does  not  vest  in  Congress  any  power  to 
alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power,  any  part 
or  portion  of  the  territory  or  other  property,  be- 
longinff to  the  United  States  in  the  District  of 
ComniDia.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
does  vest  in  Congress  the  power  to  dispose  of,  and 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting 
the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the 
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United  States  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  in 
the  territories  of  Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  and 
Michigan;  but  the  Constitution  does  not  vest  in 
Congress  any  power  to  alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any 
foreign  Power,  any  portion  of  the  territory  or 
other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  or  in  the  territories  of 
Missouri,  Arkansas,  or  Michigan.  All  these  are, 
with  the  other  States  of  these  United  States,  in- 
corporated into  this  Union.  If  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  vests  in  Congress  the  power  to 
alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power,  territory 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  the  Constitution 
does  tnen  vest  in  Congress  power  to  alienate,  by 
treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power,  the  territories  of 
Arkansas  and  Missouri,  and  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana, or  any  other  State  or  territory  of  these  United 
States,  notwithstanding  they  all  are  incorporated 
into  this  Union.  That  the  Constitution  does  vest 
in  Congress  that  power,  cannot  be  admitted;  and 
if  it  be  contended  that  the  Constitution  does  vest 
in  Congress  that  power,  let  it  be  manifested,  if 
it  can. 

Believing  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  does  not  vest  in  Congress  power  to  alienate, 
by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power,  the  territory,  or 
any  portion  thereof,  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
or  that  has  been  incorporated  into  this  Union,  I 
am,  said  Mr.  R.,  prepared  to  vote  on  the  first 
resolution. 

Second  resolution.  "Resolved,  That  the  equiva- 
^  lent  proposed  to  be  given  by  Spain  to  the  United 
*•  States,  m  the  treaty  concluded  between  them,  on 

*  the  a2d  dav  of  February,  1819,  for  that  part  of 
<  Louisiana  lying  west  of  the  Sabine,  was  inade- 
'  quate;  and  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  make 
'  a  transfer  thereof  to  any  foreign  Power,  or  to  re- 

*  new  the  aforesaid  treaty." 

In  considering  this  resolution,  a  question  pre- 
sents itself,  that  is  to  say — ^what  is  the  extent  of 
the  territory  lying  west  of  the  Sabine,  which, 
bein^  part  of  Louisiana,  does  absolutely  and  de- 
finitively belong  to  the  United  States'?  Let  the 
limits  and  boundaries  of  Louisiana,  alienated  and 
transferred  to  the  United  States  by  France,  by  the 
Treaty  of  Paris  of  April,  1803,  be  expressly  and 
absolutely  ascertained,  determined,  and  defined, 
and  then  it  will  be  to  be  manifested  that  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  does  vest  in  Con- 
fress  power  to  alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign 
'ower,  any  portion  or  Louisiana,  alienated  by 
France  to  the  United  States,  and  determined  and 
defined,  absolutely  and  definitively,  to  belong  to 
the  United  States.  The  Constitutional  prohibi- 
tion will  then  attach  to  Louisiana,  so  limited, 
defined,  and  determined  to  belong  to  the  Unitea 
States,  and  will  prohibit  Congress  to  alienate  any 
portion  thereof,  oy  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power. 
In  that  case,  it  will  be  more  than  inexpedient  to 
alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power,  any 

g)rtion  of  Louisiana  belon^^ing  to  the  United 
tates ;  it  will  be  unconstitutional. 
The  territory  alluded  to,  lying  west  of  the  Sa- 
bine, is  presumed  to  be  the  province  or  territory  of 
Texas.    If,  then,  the  province  of  Texas  be  a  part 
of  Louisiana,  and  does  absolutely  and  definitively 


belong  to  the  United  States,  in  virtue  of  the  Tr»r. 
of  Paris,  of  April,  1803,  the  Constitution  of  liV 
United  States  does  not  vest  in  Confess  any  pom: 
to  alienate,  by  treaty,  to  any  foreign  Power,  ha: 
territory  or  province  of  Texas,  or    any  porttrc 
thereof    Spain  has  not  ratified  the  late  n&ry 
within  the  time  limited  for  that  purpose.    K,  for 
that  reason,  that  treaty  be  of  no  efiect,  the  c^iin 
and  right  of  the  United  States,  whateTer  it  wl% 
by  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  to  the  territory  or  provinct 
of  Texas,  remains  as  it  was;  and  toe  claim azhl 
right  of  Spain,  whatever  it  was,  to  the  provise^ 
or  territory  of  Texas,  remains  as  it  \ira&,     Tiiere 
appear  to  be,  if  the  late  treaty  with  Spain  be  of 
no  effect,  two  claims,  one  of  the  United  States,  ihe 
other  of  Spain,  for  the  territory,  that  is^  the  terri- 
tory or  province  of  Texas  lying  west  of  the  Sa- 
bine.   How  is  this  diversity  of  claim  to  be  adjust- 
ed and  determined  ?    Will  it  be  by  an  amicaUe 
adjustment  of  limits  made  by  the  parties  interest- 
ed ;  or  will  it  be  by  war  ?    In  respect  to  obtaining 
the  territory  or  province  of  Texas  by  wu,lli&  not 
necessary  to  speak  at  this  time,  ina«miict\i  «&  t^t 
subject  is  not  now  directly  under  conadeiation. 

Equality  or  inequality  of  an  equivaleiitiskBOWB 
when  such  partv  previously  knows  that  which  ac- 
tually and  absolutely  does  belong  to  him.  They 
who  made  the  late  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain,  are  presumed  to  have  undostood 
the  claims  of  each  party  to  the  vast  tenitory 
through  which  the  hue  described  in  that  tteatr 
does  run  from  a  point  in  the  ocean  at  the  mooth  of 
the  Sabine,  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  in  latitude  forty- 
two  degrees  north.  That  line  is  presomed  toiast 
been  the  result  of  an  amicable  settlement  of  the 
adverse  claims  of  the  parties  in  relation  to  bom- 
dary  and  limits  of  territory.  By  that  settknent, 
the  right  of  the  United  States  to  a  very  large  ^- 
tent  of  territory,  including  the  mouth  of  the  Co- 
linnbia  river,  that  the  provmce  of  Louisiana  is  boi 
said  to  have  included,  was  acknowlc^ed  by  Spftio. 
and  the  boundaries  and  limits  of  the  United  StsLtes 
on  the  south  and  west  were  deterwned  and  de- 
fined, as  provided  for  in  that  treaty. 

Mr.  R.  observed  that  the  Conatitudoa  of  the 
United  States  does  confide  the  treaty-making  pow- 
er to  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate ;  that  the  safety,  happiness, 
peace,  and  welfare,  of  these  United  States,  require^ 
that  the  boundaries  and  limits  of  all  their  tenitory, 
on  every  side,  shall  be  determined  and  defined,  to 
the  end  that  hostility  and  war,  by  reason  of  con- 
tested and  disputed  territory,  with  any  fore^n 
Pow^,  may  be  prevented.  To  the  end,  thefefore, 
that  limits  and  boundaries  between  the  territory  of 
the  United  States  and  the  territory  of  Spain,  m 
America,  may  be  determined  and  deuied,  so 
thai  peace  between  the  United  States  and  Spain 
may  he  preserved,  it  is  expedient  that  the  treat}- 
making  power  ol  the  United  States  do  so  act  la 
resjpect  to  the  said  late  treaty  that  the  rights  of  \he 
United  States  shall  he  retained,  and  peace  vriih 
Spain  be  preserved.  If  all  negotiation  with  Spain 
will  fail,  the  Constitutional  power  of  the  Unitoi 
States,  on  being  informed  thereof,  will  direct  the 
course  to  be  pursued.    If  they  to  whom  the  Con- 
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titution  had  confided  the  treaty-making  power 
vill  make  a  treaty,  and  that  treaty  shaU  be  i>re- 
ented  to  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes,  during  the 
ime  be  had  the  honor  of  being  a  Repv'eseatatiye, 
le  tru.sted  that  he  would  be  prepared  to  give  a 
[Constitutional  vote  thereon. 

The  great  and  wise  men  of  the  Convention  in 
7hich  General  Washington  vresided,  who  formed 
he  Constitution  of  these  tfnited  States,  do  not 
Lppear  to  have  contemplated  any  alienation  of 
erritory  belonging  to  the  United  States  to  any 
oreign  Power,  by  treaty  or  otherwise.  They  do 
Lot  appear  to  have  had  any  idea  of  resting  in  Con- 
gress poi/ver  to  make  an  alienation  of  territory  be- 
ongins  to  the  United  States  to  any  foreign  Power, 
rhey  did  not  propose  any  ConstitutionaTproTision 
:Qr  such  purpose  to  the  several  States.  Tnat  Con- 
tention formed  a  Constitution  for  the  government 
)f  ao  extensive  and  powerful  confederacy  of  sove- 
reign and  independent  States ;  and  the  pe<H^e  of 
;hese  United  States  have,  by  ado|>tion,  made  it 
:heir  own.  This  Constitution  provides  that  Con- 
gress may  admit  new  States  into  this  Union,  and 
uberefore  contemplates  an  honorable  extension  of 
teiritory.  This  uonstitution  jprovides  for  the  aug- 
mentation and  enlargement  of  this  nation,  but  not 
for  the  diminution  of  this  nation,  nor  of  the  terri- 
tory absolutely  and  definitively  belonging  to  the 
United  States.  The  whole  extent  of  territory 
included  within  the  defined  boundaries  and  limits 
of  the  United  States  and  their  territories,  and  in- 
corporated into  this  Union,  or  absolutely  and  de- 
finitively belonging  to  the  United  States,  is  the 
propertjT  and  domain  of  the  sovereign  people  of 
this  Union — an  indefeasible  inheritance  in  allodial 
sovereignty  to  them  and  their  posterity  forever. 

These  opinions,  said  Mr.  R..  have,  after  mature 
and  deliberate  consideration  ot  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  impressed  themselves  on  my 
mind,  and  I  believe  them  to  be  correct  ^  and  unless 
reason,  stronger  and  mare  co^;ant  than  any  hereto- 
fore known  to  me  presents  itself  I  will  continue 
to  hold  them ;  not  only  because  1  beheve  them  to 
be  correct,  but  because  they  do  comport  with  the 
increasing  greatness,  the  comprehensive  eztension, 
the  dignity,  and  augmenting  power  of  this  nation. 

Mr.  Bacea  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Clay  replied  to  thoee  who  had  opposed  the 
resolves  moved  b^  him. 

Mr.  Rhea  rejomed. 

After  which  the  Committee  rose. 

Previously  to  the  rising  of  the  Committee.  Mr. 
Clay  submitted  the  following  resolves,  with  an 
intimation  that,  should  the  business  of  the  Hooae 
permit,  he  should  call  them  up  at  a  fnturo  day: 

Radvedf  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide  by  law  a 
suitable  outfit  and  salary  (or  such  Muuiter  or  Minis- 
ten  as  the  President,  by  and  wiUi  the  adTice  and  eon- 
sent  of  the  Senate,  may  send  to  any  of  Uie  €h>vern* 
ments  of  South  America  which  have  established  and 
are  naintidning  thefar  independenoo  on  Spain. 

Ruohedf  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  re* 
qaesttng  of  the  PresldeBt  of  die  United  States  to  cause 
to  be  presented  to  the  General  the  moet  worthy  and 
diitiQf  nishcd,  in  his  opinion,  in  tiie  service  of  any  of 


the  independent  G^YernmeBts  of  South  America,  the 
sword  which  was  given  by  the  Viceroy  of  Lima  to 
Captain  Biddla,  of  the  Ontario,  during  his  late  cruise 
in  the  Pacific,  and  which  is  now  in  the  office  of  the 
Department  of  State,  with  the  expression  of  the  wish 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  that  it  may  be 
employed  in  the  support  and  preservation  of  the  Itber* 
ties  and  independence  of  bis  country. 

The  House  adjourned  at  5  o'clock. 


Wbonesday,  April  5. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce^ 
reported  a  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
enrolling  and  licensing  ships  or  vessels  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  for 
regulating  the  same  p  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wooobriooe,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  directed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  annexing 
the  lands,  of  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  re- 
cently extinguished  by  the  Treaty  of  Saguina,  to 
the  district  of  Detroit,  in  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan, in  order  that  the  same  may  be  l»QUght  into 
market. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  inforoMd  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  this  House  of 
the  followin|f  titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  making  fur- 
ther appropriations  of  money  for  continuina;  the 
work  upon  the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol,  and 
other  public  buildings;"  and  "An  act  making  ap- 
propnations  for  the  support  of  Government  for  the 
year  1820,^'  with  amendments  to  each,  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  civil  ap- 
propriation bill,  and  the  amendment  to  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  continuing  the  public 
buUdings,  were  read,  and  the  fii^t  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  the  latter 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morton,  it  was 

Ruoloedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providmg  by  law  for 
an  earlier  commencement  of  the  next  session  of 
Congress  Uian  the  stated  period,  with  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise.  ^ 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Baldwin  and 
supported  by  the  mover,  and  the  House  divided 
on  It — the  majority  in  favor  of  it  being  about  20 
votes. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  suomitted  some  days  ago  by  Mr. 
Sawyer,  for  appointing  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  aoolishing  certain  offices  of 
^e  customs ;  and  the  same  being  so  modified  as 
to  refer  the  inquiry  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce, was  agreed  to. 

REMISSION  OF  DUTIES. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  bill  for  there* 
lief  of  certain  persons  who  have  paid  duties  on 
goods  imported  into  Caetine,  and  the  amendments 
iwported  thereto  bv  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  agreea  to. 

Mi.  Cocke  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
adding  the  following  proviso: 


1783 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


17S4 


H.  OP  R. 


Military  Appropriations. 


April,  1S2», 


"Protddedf  also,  That  it  shall  appear  that  the  da- 
ties  paid  by  said  claimants  to  the  United  States  were 
not  reimbursed  on  the  sale  ot  said  merchandise," 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Cock£  that  the  bill 
be  postponed  indefinitely ;  and  the  question  there- 
on was  decided  in  the  negatiye— yeas  56,  nays  94, 
as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Ba- 
ker, Boden,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Case, 
Clagett,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cuthbert,  Earle,  Edwards  of 
Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Ervin,  Floyd, 
Forrest,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  HsU  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Hardin,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Jones  of  Tennessee, 
Kinsey,  Linn,  McCoy,  Marchand,  R.  Moore,  Monell, 
Murray,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson, 
Phelps,  Philson,  Rankin,  Rhea,  Richards,  Richmond, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Southard,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Stroth- 
er,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Tompkins,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Wendover,  and  WiUiams 
of  North  Carolina — 66. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachu- 
setts, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virgi- 
nia, JBaldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Beecher, 
Bloomfield,  Brown,  Brush,  Buffum,  Burton,  Butler  of 
New  Hampshire,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Cul- 
breth,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Dewitt,  Dick- 
inson, Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Fay, 
Fisher,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Fuller,  Fullerton,  Garnett, 
Gross  of  New  York,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Dela- 
ware, Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herricks,  Hibshman,  Hill, 
Holmes,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kendall,  Kinsley,  Lathrop, 
Lincoln,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclay,  Mc- 
Creary,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mason,  Meech,  Meigs, 
Metcal^  S.  Moore,  Morton,  Moseley,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Virginia,  Parker  of  Massachusetto,  Pitcher,  Plumer, 
Quarles,  Rich,  Robertson,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Sergeant, 
Settle,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  Maryland,  A. 
Smyth  of  Virginia,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Tyler,  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Wallace,  Warfield,  Whitman,  and  Wood~.94. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time,  as  amended  in  this  House,  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  names  of  the  several  claimants,  and 
the  addition  of  a  proviso  that,  before  the  act  takes 
effect  for  their  benefit,  they  snail  satisfy  the  Sec- 
retaiy  of  the  Treasury  that  they  were  residents  of 
Castme  or  Bucksport,  or  purchasers  or  consignees, 
from  residents,  of  the  goods  on  which  duties  have 
been  imposed. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS, 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  annual  Military  Appropriation  bill. 

[There  are  two  amendments :  the  first  increasing 
the  appropriation  for  clothing  from  three  hundred 
thousand  to  four  hundred  and  thirty  thousand 
dollars;  and  the  second  increasing  tnat  for  the 
Quartermaster  General's  department,  from  four 
hundred  and  fifty-thousand  to  &ve  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.] 

Mr.  Smith,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  moved  to  disagree  to  the  first 
amendment,  and  assigned  reasons  to  show  why  it 
was  not  necessary,  on  account  of  the  quantity  of 
clothing  at  present  on  hand. 


Mr.  Str OTHER  opposed  the  motion,  on  tr- 
£[round  that  those  charged  with  the  respoDsib}/<i 
tor  the  due  management  of  the  Army,  were  ih- 
best  judges  of  what  was  necessary  for  it ;  anl 
they  having  recommended  the  amoant  of  2ppA> 
priation  proposed  by  the  Senate,  he  "w^s  in  hvor 
of  granting  it. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Smithes  motion  w»  de- 
cided in  the  aflirmative,  and  the  first  aznendmest 
was  therefore  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Smith  then,  under  the  instructions  (^  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  moved  ilat  ihe 
second  amendment  be  disagreed  to ;  declaring,  zi 
the  same  time,  that  he  differed  on  this  que^tio: 
from  the  committee,  being  of  opinion  that  tlie 
amendment  ought  to  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Storrs  supported  the  motion,  as  well  ot 
the  score  of  its  expediency,  as  on  the  ground  of 
resisting  the  interposition  of  the  Senate  in  what 
he  considered  the  peculiar  province  of  this  House 
in  two  points :  first,  as  it  regards  the  amount  of 
appropriations  to  be  made,  and,  seGond\y,  as  re- 
gards the  object  of  this  appropriation,  being  for 
military  purposes.    He  declared,  in  the  course  of 
his  remarks,  that,  on  an  appropriation  bill  for  the 
support  of  the  army,  origmating  in  the  House  d" 
Representatives,  on  which  the  Hoose  had,  ate 
full  discussion,  deliberately  refused  an  extraordi- 
nary appropriation    for   an    object   which  they 
deemed  it  inexpedient  to  prosecute,  they  should 
be  extremely  tenacious  of  their  opinion ;  aod,  as 
the  immediate  Representatives  of  the  naticm,  main- 
tain their  control  of  the  militarjr  forces  of  the  na- 
tion, as  to  all  extraordinary  objects,  by  adheriDf 
scrupulously  to  the  exercise  of'^  their  prengatire, 
as  a  constituent  branch  of  the  Legislature,  in  de- 
termining the  amount  of  public  moneys  which 
should  be  applied  to  the  support  of  the  A&litary 
Establishment. 

Mr.  Lincoln  delivered  his  sentiments  at  large 
as^inst  the  prosecution  of  the  Missouri  expeditita, 
which  it  was  the  object  of  the  Senate:  he  pre- 
sumed,  to  authorize  bv  this  appropnatioa.  He 
considered  it  as  calculated  to  provoke  war,  and 
ultimately  to  hasten  the  extermination  of  the  In- 
dian tribes. 

Mr.  Ervin  spoke  in  support  of  the  expedition « 
on  the  ground  of  its  own  merit ;  on  that  of  the 
sanction  ffiven  to  it  by  previous  rotes  of  thi^i 
House ;  of  its  correspondence  with  the  policy  of 
this  Government,  in  respect  to  Indian  trade  and 
intercourse ;  and  of  a  due  regard  to  our  niatioDs 
with  foreign  Powers. 

Mr.  Cobb  made  a  few  remarks  against  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Fisher  said,  on  the  present  occasion,  he 
should  have  observed  his  usual  course,  that  of  list- 
ening and  voting  in  silence,  but  for  the  circum- 
stance of  having  changed  his  views  on  this  sub- 
ject since  it  was  last  before  the  House.  He  wn 
then  of  opinion  that  the  expedition  ought  to  stop 
at  the  Council  Blufis.  He  thought  now  that  the 
interest  of  fhe  countrv  required  that  it  should  pro- 
ceed to  the  Mandui  Villages.  Mr.  F.  said  that  he 
would  brieflv  state  some  of  his  reasons  for  the  opin- 
ion which  he  now  entertained.    In  speaking  of 
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the  Yellow  Stone  Expedition,  as  it  is  called,  the 
first  inquiry  that  presents  itself  to  the  mind  is-~ 
what  is  the  object  of  this  expedition  ?    This  ques- 
tion has  been  fully  answered  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  in  his  letter  of  the  29th  December,  commu- 
nicated to  this  House.    He  says:  "The  expedition 
is  part  of  a  system  of  measures  which  has  for  its 
objects  the  protection  of  our  Northwestern  fron- 
tier, and  the  greater  extension  of  our  fur  trade." 
These  being  the  objects,  said  Mr.  F.,  the  next  in- 
quiry is,  are  these  objects  of  sufficient  importance 
to  justify  an  expedition  of  this  kind,  ana  to  this 
extent  ?    He  thought  they  were.    As  to  the  first 
object,  no  one  womd  deny  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  afford  protection  to  the  fron- 
tier.    The  only  question,  then,  that  could  arise  on 
this  part  of  the  subject  was,  whether  this  is  the 
best  mray  to  furnish  that  protection?    He  thought 
it  w^ould  so  appear  in  the  course  of  the  remarks  he 
was  about  to  make  on  the  other  object  proposed — 
the  extension  of  the  Indian  trade. 

Sir^  said  Mr.  F.,  the  Indian  trade  is  important 
to  us  in  the  same  respects  in  which  it  has  been 
valuable  to  the  British  GrOTernment.    1st  As  a 
means  of  controlling^  the  Indians.    2d.  The  profits 
of  it.     That  the  British  Goremment  set  great 
Talue  on  this  trade  may  be  proven  from  maay  cir- 
cumstances.   It  has  always  received  hear  particu- 
lar fostering  care.    Of  such  high  importance  did 
she  esteem  it^  as  to  make  it  the  subject  of  serious 
negotiations  in  her  treaties.   In  the  treaty  of  179i, 
cafled  Jay's  Treaty,  among  other  advantages  sur- 
rendered to  Ghreat  Britain  as  equivalents  for  advan- 
tages gained,  was  the  right  of  trading  with  the 
Indians  within  the  limits  of  our  territory.'*'    This 
right,  thus  acquired,  she  took  care  to  exercise  to 
the  greatest  extentl  even  to  the   present  time, 
though  the  riff ht  itself  expired  with  the  commence- 
ment of  hostmties  in  1812.    It  has  always  been  a 
leadinf^  feature  in  the  Canadian  policy  to  encour- 
age this  trade  with  the  Indians,  and  maintain  an 
influence  over  them.     Hence  talks  were  peri- 
odically held,  and  presents  annually  distributed 
among  the  Indians,  f    Presents  were  sometimes, 
too,  received  from  the  Indians.    Mr.  F.  remem- 
bered reading  an  account  of  a  very  rare  present, 
some  years  ago,  from  the  chief  of  one  of  our  Nor- 
thern tribes  to  the  royal  Governor  of  Canada.    It 
consisted  of  eighty  or  one  hundred  human  scalps, 
nicely  dried  and  hooped,  torn  from  the  heads  oi 
men,  women,  and  children,  in  the  war  in  whieh 
Harmer  and  St  Clair  were  defeated.    Sir,  the 
Indians  have  been  induced  every  year  to  visit  Mai- 
den and  other  posts  in  Canada.     From  these 


•  The  right  of  trade  with  the  Indians  was  first 
gnusntied  to  each  other  by  the  Eaglish  and  French, 
in  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  as  early  as  the  year  1713. 
The  Northwest  Company  was  estabhahed  in  the  year 
1793. 

t  Mackeniie  tays :  **  Bt.  Joseph's  Island  is  a  place 
of  no  trade,  and  the  Indians  visit  there  only  to  reeeire 
the  presents  whieh  Government  allows  them.  That 
the  Americans  pay  very  Bttle  attention  to  the  Indians ; 
bat  that  the  Britiih  oommanderi,  in  the  name  of  their 
father,  distribute  presenis  among  them* 


places  thev  always  return  laden  with  presents, 
and  with  tneir  minds  poisoned  against  our  people. 
In  the  year  1815,  we  are  told,  that  between  three 
and  four  thousand  of  them,  from  our  Northern 
tribes,  visited  Maiden  and  Drummond's  Island 
alone ;  and,  at  these  two  places,  upwards  of  ninety- 
five  thousand  dollars,  in  presents,  were  distributed 
among  them.  Not  a  year  has  passed  since  1794 
but  presents  have  been  given  to  these  savages 
greater  in  amount  than  the  sum  asked  for  the 
prosecution  of  this  expedition,  and  this  course  of 
policy  has  given  to  the  British  Government  com- 
plete control  over  the  numerous  tribes  of  warlike 
sava^  that  swarm  in  our  Northern  forests.  How 
this  mfluence  has  been  exercised  the  bloody  pages 
of  our  history  will  tell.  Sir,  every  Indian  war 
that  has  harassed  our  frontiers,  from  the  Revolu- 
tion down  to  the  present  time,  was  brought  upon 
us  by  this  influence.  Who,  that  is  at  all  conver- 
sant with  British  history  but  remembers  even  the 
debates  in  Parliament  upon  the  policy  of  employ- 
ing the  Indians  against  us,  when  a  few  with  souls 
aTOve  the  rest,  in  strains  of  indignant  eloquence, 
denounced  the  practice  as  cruel,  inhuman,  and 
diabolical.  *  Sir,  was  it  not  said  to  be  the  same 
kind  of  influence  that  brought  on  the  war  which 
was  terminated  by  General  Wayne?  Was  it  not 
the  like  influence  that  turned  the  savages  loose 
upon  our  defenceless  frontiers  in  1811  ?  Is  it  not 
known  that,  at  the  battle  of  Tip|^anoe  were 
found,  in  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  English  rifles. 
English  tomahawks,  and  scalpinff-knivest  Ana 
ammunition  was  supplied  from  the  same  source. 
All  this  took  place  before  hostilities  commenced 
with  Great  Britain  in  1812. 

This,  said  Mr.  F,  is  not  all.  This  same  influence 
brouffht  on  the  Creek  war  in  the  South  ;t  the  first 
spark  of  that  war  was  kindled  by  the  breath  of  the 

Erophet  from  the  North ;  the  first  blood  spilt  was 
y  the  hands  of  a  few  stragglers,  returning  from 
the  North,  where  they  had  caught  the  spirit  of  hoa- 
tiiity.  If  we  go  back,  even  beyond  the  Revolu- 
tion, we  will  find  that  the  same  kind  of  influenee, 
though  in  different  hands,  always  moved  the  In- 
dians in  their  wars  against  us.  The  war  in  which 
Braddock  fell,  and  Washington  rose— the  war  in 
which  Putnam  suffered,  were  produced  by  the 
same  means.  Now,  sir,  count  the  expenses  of 
these  wars ;  estimate  the  cost  of  the  last  one  we 
had,  and  it  will  exceed  hj  twenty-fold  the  cost  of 
the  expeditions  in  question.  And,  sir,  wiU  you 
make  no  effort  to  destroy  an  influence  so  nroufic 
in  vrars,  in  bloodshed,  and  destruction  ?  Justice 
demands  it ;  humanity  calb  for  it ;  and  true  econ- 


*The  Earl  of  Chatham,  in  1777,  speaking  of  the 
Minkters,  said,  *•  They  have  let  iM  savages  of  Amer- 
ica loose  upon  their  innocent  unoffending  brethren ; 
loose  upon  the  weak,  the  aged,  and  defenceless ;  on 
old  men,  women,  and  children;  on  the  very  babes 
upon  the  breast,  to  be  cut,  mangled,  sacrificed,  broiled, 
roasted ;  nay,  to  be  literally  eat  These,  my  lord,  are 
the  allies  Great  Britain  now  has!" 

t  Lof  d  Tonyn,  when  Governor  of  East  Florida,  in 
a  proclamation,  offered  a  reward  for  every  American 
scalp  delivered  to  persons  appointed  to  receive  them. 
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omy  dictates  it.  Sir,  it  is  a  matter  of  no  surprise 
that  the  British  Government  should  strive  to  retain 
this  influence;  it  has  been  of  too  much  conse- 
quence to  them  to  let  it  pass  out  of  their  hands 
without  a  struggle.  Hence  the  stand  that  was 
made  at  Ghent  upon  this  subject.  In  that  nego- 
tiation, they  asked  not  merely  for  a  renewal  of  the 
right  to  trade  with  the  Inuians  in  the  manner 
formerly  acouired  by  Jay's  Treaty.  No;  that 
would  havQ  left  the  power  of  future  control  in  our 
hands ;  but,  by  fixins^  a  boundary  between  us  and 
the  Indians,  their  influence  over  the  savages  would 
have  been  complete  in  their  hands ;  and  we  know 
how  it  has  been  exercised.  But,  sir.  the  scheme 
at  Ghent  failed ;  the  Indian  trade  wittiin  our  lim- 
its was  lost  to  the  British ;  and,  sir,  the  object  of 
this  expedition  is  to  destroy  their  influence  too, 
and  thereby  afibrd  the  best  protection  to  our  fron- 
tiers. The  necessity  of  this  measure  was  seen  and 
felt  during  the  last  war,  by  the  Grovernment,  and 
by  our  suffering  settlements.  The  Fourteenth 
uongtess  saw  it,  and  acted  upon  it :  they  passed 
an  act,  29th  April,  1816,  regulating  the  trade  with 
the  Indians,  by  the  last  section  of  which  the  Pres- 
ident was  autnorized  to  use  the  military  forces  of 
the  nation  to  execute  the  law.  This  law  contains 
the  policy  of  this  expedition — it  is  a  wise  policy, 
and,  I  hope,  will  prove  a  successful  one. 

But  gentlemen  may  ask,  how  is  it  to  be  exe- 
cuted ?  Sir,  by  driving  out  the  British  traders, 
now  scattered  over  the  territory  within  our  limits, 
and  keepin£^  them  out  by  a  chain  of  posts.  Their 
most  valuable  trade  is  within  our  line ;  the  richest 
and  rarest  furs  on  this  continent,  it  is  said,  are 
produced  and  taken  on  the  head  waters  of  the 
Missouri.  This  is  conflrmed  by  Lewis  and  Clarke. 
Several  of  the  trading  establisnments  of  the  Hud- 
son Bay  Company  are  south  of  the  49th  paraUel  of 
latitude.  Drive  out  these  traders,  and  turn  the 
trade  into  our  own  hands.    This  will  at  once 

five  us  the  control  of  the  Indians ;  for  whoever 
tis  their  ttude  holds  the  cord  that  binds  them. 
Trade  is  every  thing  to  them.  "  Withhold  their 
tmde,"  said  Colonel  Atkinson,  in  his  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  '*«nd  you  bring  them  to  any 
terms.  Afifbrd  it,  and  you  make  them  do  any 
thing."  Bat,  gentlemen  may  say,  trade  is  a  civil 
pursait ;  why  use  the  military  ?  Sir,  not  only  to 
be  able  to  drive  out  Che  persons  just  ailudea-to, 
but  also  to  make  a  display  of  our  power  to  the  sav- 
ages. It  cannot  be  denied  but  the  poliey  of  the 
British  has  been  to  make  the  Indians  believe  that 
thfey  are  the  great  Pow^n  and  that  we  are  a  poor 
and  feeble  set  of  people,  in  this  these  tribes  should 
be  undeceived.  We  should  show  them  that  we 
too  have  forts,  soldiers,  and  big  guns :  then  they 
will' fear  us  and  respect  i^i.  Again,  the  military 
is  necessary  to  expel  another  class  of  traders^  a 
v«£abond  and  abandoned  set  of  men,  from  Canada 
and  the  United  States,  called  private  traders. 

It  is  the  conduct  of  these  wretches  that  impresses 
the  Indians  with  mistaken  ideas  of  our  people : 
they  abuse  each  other,  cheat  the  Indians,  and 
foment  quarrels.  This  class  of  men  are  well  de- 
scribed in  a  very  sensible  letter  from  Major  Tho- 
mas Biddle  to  Colonel  Atkinson,  (from  which  Mr. 


F.  read  several  extracts.)  These  Wretches  k- 
be  driven  out  from  among  the  Indians,  and  *. 
trade  confined  to  honest  and  fair  dealers.  Ti-  - 
are  still  other  important  objects  that  mayb^ac 
complished  by  these  expeditions  up  the  Ws^^sj. 
and  Mississippi  rivers.  Some  of  them  arestaffHi 
in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  tfeewh- 
ject.  The  opposers  of  this  expedition  have  lat^^ 
at  these,  as  wild  and  chimerical.  For  his  part 
Mr.  F.  said,  he  saw  nothing  in  them.  irapnc6tMhk 

Sir,  it  is  in  this  way  you  are  to  proteer  roar 
frontiers,  by  annihilating  the  Tery  catisfs  \ha*. 
hitherto  produced  the  Indian  wars ;  and  if  hr  ac- 
cident an  Indian  war  does  come  upon  us,  thty  wt 
not  be  able  to  injure  us  as  much  as  ibrmeriy:  ir. 
where  will  they  get  supplies  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion ?  Their  trade  witn  Canada  is  car  off,  stnd  itp 
will  hardly  furnish  them  with  imtramen^  of  de- 
struction  to  wield  against  ourseives. 

Sir,  a  few  words  as  to  the  value  of  this  trade :  that 
it  is  very  valuable  we  all  ktiow,  %at  die  amount 
of  its  ^oflts  Is  hidden  from  us.  it  is  Tatealle  to 
the  British,  as  furnishing  rich  matcnals  for  iheir 
manufactures,  and  as  affording  an  article  of  com- 
merce in  their  Eastern  trade.  It  mrill  he  valuable 
to  us  in  the  same  way.  By  fhraishing  material! 
for  our  manufectures,  it  will  be  the  best  protpctioc 
they  could  ask ;  and  such  of  the  peltry  as  is  mt 
used  in  our  own  country,  will  supply  tiie  pbce  of 
specie  in  the  China  trade.  We  hear  complaints 
from  every  quarter  that  the  China  trade  dzaios 
the  country  of  specie,  and  it  will  continne  to  do 
so  unless  we  can  find  a  substitute  for  Spanish 
milled  dollars ;  and,  sir,  here  is  a  substitute— to 
the  amount  of  this  article  supplied  in  tbar  ti^de, 
that  amount  in  specie  will  you  retain  at  hdae. 

Sir,  there  are  still  other  advantages  to  fiov  to 
from  these  expeditions.  Science  w^ill  receive  neir 
lights ;  new  resources  of  our  country  may  be  dis- 
covered, and  every  department  of  aatnimi  histcvry 
may  be  enlarged.  To  the  friends  of  Indian  drii- 
ization  it  opens  the  way  for  the  exeeation  of  dieir 
humane  plans.  The  Indians  will  be  brou^t  in 
contact,  as  it  were,  with  us.  and  frook  the  inter- 
course tliat  follows  they  will  learn  some  dt  tke  hab- 
its and  arts  of  civilixation. 

These  remarks,  said  Mr.  F.,  r^ptd  onVy  ihe 
policy  attd  expediency  of  this  expe£tioa,  amd  the 
advantajB^es  to  flow  from  it.  Much  f»dt  bas  bees 
Ibaud  of  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  con- 
ducted :  oonruption  and  favoritism  have  been  al 
le^ed.  If  it  is  so.  I  will  only  say,  let  gentlemen 
bring  the  actors  to  light ;  expose  andpuush  tbem : 
but  let  them  not  urge  these  as  obiectioas  to  the 
measure.  If  the  measure  is  right  lu  itself,  errors 
in  its  execution  cannot  make  it  wrong.  Correct 
the  eorors,  and  let  it  proceed. 

Mr.  CoGKsnext  spoke,  at  considerahle  leagtk 
against  the  further  prosecution  of  the  escpeditioa 
He  denied  the  advantages  calculated  to  result  frois 
its  further  progress.  He  condemned,  also,  tk 
manner  in  which  the  expedition  had  been  pfose- 
cuted;  contending  that,  if  necessary  at  all.  i* 
ought  to  have  been  by  the  way  of  the  Lakes,  at 
the  head  of  which  was  the  seat  of  that  foreign  in- 
fluence among  the  Indians,  which  it  was  the  pria- 
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cipal  alleged  object  of  tbis  ezpeditton  to  counter- 
acty  dbc. 

Mr.  Bbown  replied  to  some  of  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Storrs.  It  it  had  been  intended  that  this 
House  alone  decide  on  questions  relating  to  ap- 
propriations, the  Constitution  would  hare  so  pro- 
vided. But  it  does  not;  and  he,  therefore,  not 
considering  that  objection  which  appealed  to  the 
pride  of  opmion  of  this  House  as  of  any  weighty 
proceeded  to  show  why,  in  his  opinion,  it  was 
-wise  to  extend  this  expedition  fnrther,  &c.  He 
considered  the  concurrence  of  the  riews  of  the 
Senate  with  those  of  the  Executive  in  support  of 
this  measure  as  an  argument  in  its  favor,  rather 
than  asatnst  it. 

Mr.  WARPfELD  next  addressed  Ihe  House.  He 
considered  the  tneasure  unnecessary,  and  in  hos- 
tility to  the  best  interests  of  the  country.  He  dis- 
claimed any  intention  indiscriminately  to  oppose 
the  measures  profosed  by  any  I>epartment  or  the 
Grovernment,  mtimating  that  he  should,  on  erery 
snch  question,  judge  and  act  for  himsdf.  'But  he 
proceeded  to  -sdiow,  by  a  variety  of  aittuments. 
vrhy  be  thought  that  the  advanta^  which  had 
been  anticipated  from  this  expedition  would  not 
be  realized ;  and  why,  ^erefore,  he  could  not  Vote 
in  favor  of  it  He  was  of  opinion,  also,  that,  were 
the  uFtimate  object  of  the  expedition  reached,  by 
its  arrival  at  the  Mandan  Villages,  the  whole  force 
wonld  be  in  imminent  danger  of  being  entirely 
cut  off  by  the  Indians,  &c. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  disagreeing 
to  the  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

The  Committtee  of  the  Whole  then  rose.  The 
House  concurred  in  the  disagreement  to  the  first 
amendment  without  a  division. 

The  question  on  concurring  in  the  disaaree- 
ment  to  the  second  amendment,  (that  whicn  in- 
cludes a  supposed  ajppropriation  lor  the  further 
prosecution  oT  the  Missouri  expedition,)  was  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays,  (which  were  required  by 
Mr.  SijMKiffs.)  The  result  was:— for  concurring 
in  the  disagreement,  90;  against  such  concur- 
rence, 66,  as  follows : 

Ykas — Meisrs.  Abbot,  Adiiiii,  Alexander,  ^en  of 
MaftMchasetts^  Ardier  of  MtsfltLud,  Archer  of  Vtr- 
ginia,  Baker,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateuan,  Bayly,  Betfch- 
er,  Biyan,  Baffom,  BartoDt  Burwell,  BuUer  of  IN^ew 
Haaifehira>  Oanpball,  Camiao,  CkVQIt,  (Mh,  Cocke, 
Crafts,  Crawford,  Culbie^h,  CoJpeper,  BarliagtoB,  Da- 
vidson, Dowse,  £arle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Cobnectient, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Fay,  Floyd,  Foot,  Oamett,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania, 
Hall  of  Delaware,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin, 
HemphtH,  Herridc,  Hibshman,  Hooks,  Jones  of  Vir^ 
ginia,  Kendall,  Lathrop,  Ltncohi,  Linn,  Livermore, 
McCoy,  McCreaiy,  MaHary,  Marehand,  Mercer,  R. 
Moore,  Monell,  Morton,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  Of 
Massadiilsetts,  Overstreet,  Phelps,  Pindall,  Plnmer, 
RanUn,  Reed,  Richards,  Ridnnond,  Robertson,  Ross, 
^aw,  Sloan,   Smith  of  North  Caroitna,  Bottthard, 
Storrs,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Tarr,   Taylor,  Terrell, 
Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Tndcer  of  Booth  Carolina,  IVIer, 
Walker,   Wallace,  Waifield,  and  Williams  of  North 
Carofina.— 90. 
Nats— Messrs.  Allen  of  New  Yoric,  Allen  of  Ten- 


nessee, Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bloomfield,  Baden,  Brown, 
Brush,  Case,  Clark,  Cook,  Crowell,  Cnsfaman,  Cnth- 
bert,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Brvin,  Fisher,  Ford,  Fnller- 
ton.  Gross  of  New  York,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hendridis,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hostettor,  Jones  of  Tennes- 
see, Kinsey,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McLean  of 
Kentnoky,  Mason,  Meech,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  8.  Moore, 
Moseley,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker  of  Mas- 
sachnsetts,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson,  Philson, 
Pitcher,  Qnarles,  Rhea,  Rich,  Rogers,  Sampson,  Saw- 
yer, Sergeant,  Settle,  Silsbee,  Simklns,  Smith  of  New 
Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A. 
Smyth  of  Virginia,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Strother,  Swearingen,  Tompkins,  Wendover  and 
Wood— 67. 

So  both  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  were 
disagreed  to. 

Kur.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  that  the 
House  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  respecting  an  uniform  mode 
of  election  of  electors  and  representatives,  dbc. 

The  House  refused  to  take  it  up,  and  then  ad- 
journed. 

Thursday,  April  6. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  en- 
titled *'An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government  for  the  year  1820,**  made  a 
report  thereon;  which  was  read^  and,  together 
with  the  said  amendments,  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-day. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported a  bill  tor  the  relief  of  John  Steele ;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  last  appointed. 

Bftr.  Bkbobbr  moved  tiiat  the  Hoase  do  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  resolution  taibmitted  by 
Mr.  Bmira  on  the  23d  February  last,  in  relation 
to^e  northern  faoni^ry  line  of  the  State  of  Ohio ; 
and  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate,  fixibg  a  day  for 
the  adjournment  of  Congress  (tne  l^th  instant) 
was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  moved  to  refer  it  to 
the  committee  yesterday  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expedioicy  of  fixing  on  an  earlier  than  the 
Constitutionid  day  for  the  meeting  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Tatlor  then  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution  to  Monday  the  17th 
instant. 

After  some  debate,  this  motion  whs  decided  in 
the  nentire— ^®**  77,  nays  73. 

Mr.  G&oas's  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BARBomt  submitted  the  following  resohitton, 
wMch  wvs  f«ad,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for 
one  day: 

Resohed,  That  the  following  be  added  to  the  stand- 
ing rales  of  this  House,  to  wit :  <*  No  petition  shall  be 
received  at  tiie  Urst  session  of  any  Congress,  except 
within  the  first  ninety  days  thereof ;  nor  at  the  second, 
or  any  subsequent  session,  except  within  the  first  sixty 
days  thereof. 
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Mr.  Cobb  moved  that  the  House  do  now  proceed 
to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him  at  the 
present  session^  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to 
appointments  to  office.  The  motion  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  reports  of  the 
Chief  Engineer,  of  the  Colonel  of  Ordinance,  and 
of  the  Second  and  Third  Auditors,  with  sundry 
accompanying  documents,  which  contain  the  in- 
formation in  relation  to  contracts  which  have  been 
made  for  the  building  or  repairing  of  fortifications, 
arsenals,  and  magazmes,  since  me  year  1815,  as 
requirea  by  the  resolution  of  this  House  on  the  1st 
instant :  which  letter  and  reports  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  tne  table. 

LOAN  OF  PUBLIC  MUNITIONS. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, who  were  instructed,  on  the  14th  ultimo, 
to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  mea- 
sures are  necessary  to  oe  taken  for  the  greater  se- 
curity of  debts  due  to  the  United  States,  in  conse- 
quence of  certain  loans  of  powder,  lead,  and  other 
munitions  belonging  to  the  Government,  having 
been  made  to  private  citizens,  by  any  officer  of  the 
United  States,  made  a  report  thereon;  which  was 
read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was  con- 
curred in  by  the  House.    The  report  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  resolution,  of  the  I4th  of  March,  directing 
them  to  ioqaire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  mea- 
sures are  necessary  to  be  taken  for  the  greater  security 
of  debts  doe  the  United  States  in  consequence  of  cer- 
tain loans  of  powder,  lead,  and  other  munitions,  be- 
longing to  Government,  having  been  made  to  private 
citizens  by  any  officer  of  the  United  States,  report, 
That  they  have  had  the  said  retolation  under  consid- 
eration, and  have  examined  the  several  cases  to  which 
it  is  supposed  more  particularly  to  refer,  as  they  have 
been  communicated  to  the  House  by  the  Secretary 
of  War.  The  liabijity  of  those  who  have  been  con- 
cerned in  these  loans  is  already  determined  by  the 
contracts  and  by  the  existing  laws ;  and  the  commit- 
tee believe  that  it  could  not  now  be  increased  by  any 
act  of  legislation.  How  far  it  might  be  proper,  by  any 
expression  of  opinion  or  otherwise,  to  endeavor  to 
restrain  the  practice  for  the  future,  it  is  not  referred  to 
the  committee  to  consider.  If,  however,  any  provision 
on  this  part  of  the  subject  be  deemed  expedient,  the 
committee  would  respectfully  suggest  that  it  belongs 
more  properly  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiiirs, 
who  have  the  best  means  of  judging  what  the  public 
service  may  in  such  cases  require. 

The  remedies  already  provided  by  law  for  the  recov- 
ery of  the  debts  growing  out  of  the  loans  appear  to 
the  committee  to  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  and 
the  application  of  them,  depending,  of  course,  upon  a 
variety  of  circumstances  unknown  to  the  committee, 
is  for  the  Executive  department  of  the  Government. 
They  therefore  submit  the  following  resolution ; 

Rewkedt  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Conunittee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the 


bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Git 
emment ;  and  some  discussion  took  place  on  thes 

The  Committee  reported  to   the  House  ti.?- 
agreement  to  some  amendments,  and  disagreemdi 
to  others. 

The  House  concurred  in  disagreeing  to  xvq  o: 
the  amendments :  that  which  increases  the  akr}' 
of  the  Attorney  Greneral's  clerk  from  800  to  §b>Xl 
and  that  whicn  proposes  an  appropriation  of  $15- 
000  to  pay  certain  balances  due  to  old  colleeu:^ 
of  the  internal  revenue. 

The  amendment  which  appropriates  the  sum  of 
$15,000  to  indemnify  John  Steele,  Collector  cf  th^ 
port  of  Philadelphia,  a^nst  a  judgment  obtaiiiet] 
against  him  for  a  certam  seizure  made  in  the  el^ 
cution  of  his  public  duties,  was  stricken  out,  ol 
recommendation  of  the  Comnxittee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  the  end  that  it  might  be  included  in  a 
separate  bill ;  the  committee  being  o(  opinion,  as 
stated  by  the  chairman,  (Mr.  Sj^tk,  of  Maryland,) 
that  such  claims  should  oe  provided  for  by  s^nrate 
bills,  and  no  longer  be  included  in  the  general  ap- 
propriation bills,  as  heretofore  the  piactke. 

The  other  amendments  of  the  Senate  were 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  reported  this  morning  by  the  Commii- 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means,  for  the  relief  of  John 
Steele,  having  passed  in  Cfommittee  of  the  Wholt, 
was  also  reported  to  the  House.  The  question  was 
then  stated  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrosed  for 
a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Baldwin  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  taUe, 
on  the  ground  that  he  was  not  able  to  see  why  bills 
for  the  relief  of  collectors  should  be  allowel  to  pass 
as  matter  of  course,  when  the  claims  of  other  au- 
zens  experienced  a  fate  so  entirely  differoiL  fie 
was  desirous  to  place  all  claims  on  the  same  foot- 
ing as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  on  than. 

On  the  question  to  lay  the  bul  on  the  taUe,  the 
House  was  so  divided,  that  the  Speaker's  vote 
would  have  turned  the  scale.  He  was  opposed  tc 
laying  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-moriow. 

The  Senate's  amendment  to  the  bill  maliiig  ap- 
propriations for  the  public  buildings,  passed  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  concurred  m 
by  the  House.  [This  amendment  approniiates 
$2,400  for  making  alteration  in  the  Senate  cham- 
ber.] 

MAUSOLEUM  TO  GEN.  WASHfNOTON. 

Mr.  EwiNG.  of  South  Carolina,  subnutted  the 
following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  Hotue  of  S^presen- 
taiivee  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  Thtt  the  President  of  laid  States  b«  to* 
quested  to  take  measures  to  obtain  from  the  honoimble 
Bushrod  Washington  the  body  of  Che  lata  Genenl 
George  Washington ;  and,  if  obtained,  that  he  caoK 
to  be  erected  over  it,  in  the  Capitol  aquai«,  east  of  the 
Capitol,  a  suitable  mausoleum,  with  inscriptions  ea- 
blematical  of  the  principal  events  of  his  naititaiy  asd 
political  life. 

Resobfed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stalei 
be  authorized  to  give  the  sum  of  ——  doUers  lor  the 
best  plan  of  a  mausoleum ;  which  plan  of  a  oaoso- 
leum,  and  the  inscriptions  thereon,  shall  be  approved 
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by  the  President  of  the  United  Sutei,  the  President 
of  the  Senate,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, the  Chief  Justice,  the  Secretaries  of  the  dlflfer- 
ent  Departments,  and  the  Attorney  General,  or  a  ma- 
jority of  them. 

Be  it  further  reaoived,  That  the  President  do  cause 
to  be  procured  an  equestrian  statue  of  bronze  of  Gen- 
eral George  Washington,  to  be  executed  bj  some  emi- 
nent artist,  which  shall  be  placed  on  the  top  of  the 
said  mausoleum,  in  the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol, 
or  in  any  other  place  within  the  public  square,  which, 
by  a  majority  of  the  persons  in  the  preceding  resolu- 
tion referred  to,  shall  be  deemed  most  suitable. 

And  be  it  further  resohfed,  That  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  make  the  neceinry  ap- 
propriations of  money  to  carry  into  execution  the  ob- 
jects eontemplated  in  the  preceding  resolutions. 
Mr.  £rvin  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  consider  it  amonf  the  fortunate 
incidents  of  my  life  that  I  have  the  honor  of  a  seat 
in  the  great  councU  of  my  country,  and  enjoy  an 
opportunity  to  vote  for  a  statue  and  monument  to 
(teierad  Ueorge  Washin^n,  late  President  of 
the  United  States ;  not,  sir,  in  the  hope  to  confer 
honor,  or  to  perpetuate  the  fame  of  this  neat  man, 
but  to  join  m  manifesting  to  the  world  and  t^ 
latest  posterity  our  admiration  and  gratitude  for 
his  eminent  rirtues  and  most  distinguished  ser- 
vices. 

It  is  not  my  intention ;  nayr,  it  is  unnecessary 
to  repeat  any  considerable  portion  of  his  history  to 
this  enlightened  assembly — it  lives  in  our  memo- 
ories,  it  dweUs  upon  our  tongues :  or  his  virtues, 
for  they  are  embalmed  in  the  bosom  of  our  affec- 
tions. To  their  narration  I  can  impart  no  new 
ornament ;  for,  in  their  praise,  eloquence  has  poured 
forth  all  her  eulogiums,  and  even  panegyric  itself 
has  been  exhausted. 

Nor  is  it,  sir,  for  the  purpose  of  mere  idle  declama- 
tion that  I  hope  to  claim, the  attention  of  this  hon^ 
orable  body  to  the  resolutions  which  I  have  done 
myself  the  honor  to  nresent.    Considerations  more 
momentous  have  innuenced  me.    The  storm  has 
not  yet  wholly  subsided  which  lately  threatened, 
not  only  the  peace  and  tran<}uilLity,  but  the  union 
of  these  States.   To  the  motives  of  common  secu- 
rity and  common  interest  which  have  so  happily 
and  gloriously  united  us.  I  wish,  if  possiUe,  to  add 
those  of  sentiment  and  kindred  sympathy ;  and  I 
know  of  nothing  more  calculated  to  oeget  the  one 
or  awaken  the  other,  than  to  entomb  the  father  of 
our  country  in  a  mausoleum,  with  inscriptions 
emblematical  of  the  great  evenU  of  his  political 
and  military  life,  erected  at  the  national  expense. 
Cold,  indeed,  will  be  that  heart  which  could 
ever  approach  it,  without  experiencing  mingled 
emotions  of  veneration  and  respect.    The  wise, 
good,  and  oppressed  from  every  dime,  will  come 
and  survey,  with  wonder  and  deli^h^  the  grati- 
tude of  the  American  people  to  him  ^^  who  was 
first  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  fint  in  the  hearts 
of  his  countrymen." 

.  At  its  pedestal  the  ambitious  will  learn  the  vast 
difference  between  promoting  the  glory  and  hap- 
piness of  miUions  of  freemen,  and  tbat  of  mere 
personal  aggrandizement  Whilst  statues,  monu- 
ments, and  the  applause  of  unborn  millions,  will 
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be  the  soul-ennobling  reward  of  virtwMis  ambition 
in  the  one  case,  they  will  behold  the  other  sitting 
upon  the  ruins  of  Carthage,  more  emblematical  of 
fallen  greatness  than  the  very  ruins  which  sur- 
rounded it.  They  will  follow  it  in  its  fliffht  from  the 
bloody  plains  of  Pharsalia,  and  behold  it  naked, 
lifele^  friendless,  and  inumed  on  Egypt's  sultry 
shore ;  they  will  see  it  for  a  few  splendid  years 
awing  the  world — ^then  behold  it  stript  of  imperial 
power  and  splendor,  cut  off  from  all  the  endearing 
sympathies  of  our  nature,  our  consolation  in  mis- 
fortune, and  exiled  to  a  rock  in  the  great  Pacific 
ocean. 

Here,  sir,  when  we  who  are  now  ^iding  the 
destinies  of  our  country  will  be  silent  in  the  dust, 
our  children  from  the  North  and  the  South,  from 
the  East  and  the  West,  will  meet  in  mournful  si- 
lence:  the  great  events  of  the  Revolution  will  pass 
in  solemn  review  before  them ;  the  disasters  of 
defeat,  apd  the  triumphs  of  victory.  They  will 
behold  the  man  whose  cause  I  now  advocate,  sui- 
ding  the  storm  and  directing  the  energies  of  an 
injured  people,  determined  to  be  free.  They  will 
remember  the  joint  exertions,  the  kindred  blood 
which  flowed  to  purchase  our  freedom,  and  will 
kneel  around  iu  and  with  full  hearts  swear  to 
transmit  the  ricn  inheritance  unimpaired  to  their 
latest  posterity. 

.  All  the  enhghtened  nations  of  antiquity  consid- 
ered it  a  duty  not  only  to  commemorate  the  vir- 
tuous deeds,  but  to  perpetuate  to  their  posterity  the 
very  form  and  api>earance  of  their  illustrious  dead. 
To  this  end  all  their  literature  and  arts  were  equally 
subservient.  On  the  one  hand,  whilst  history  re- 
corded, and  eloouence  rendered  immortal,  their 
virtues  and  warlike  achievements;  on  the  other 
hand,  the  marble,  decorated  with  the  ornaments 
of  dra{>ery,  seemed  to  breathe  under  the  chisel  of 
the  artist,  and  an  artificial  form  on  canvass  was 
almost  penciled  into  life— dividing  empire  with 
the  grave,  and  handing  down  to  posterity  the  ven- 
eraUe  image  of  the  l^nefactors  of  their  country^ 
Hence  the  incentive  to  great  actions;  hence  that 
undaunted  courage  whicn  made  them  superior  to 
the  dangers  of  the  field;  and  hence  that  noble 
emulation  which  stimulated  them  to  aspire  after 
generous  fame  and  everlasting  renown,  when  they 
Enew,  and  acted  under  the  influence  of  that  knowf- 
edffe.  that  they  would  survive  the  decay  of  nature, 
and  oe  seen  and  venerated  in  other  times. 

Do  we  fear  the  amount  of  the  expenditure"? 
Q^iadruple  the  sum  expended  whilst  debating  the 
Missouri  question,  will  cover  the  amount  neces- 
sary. But,  admitting  it  should  be  more,  will  my 
country  promise,  and  promise,  and  never  perform  ? 
On  the  17th  of  August,  1783,  in  the  moment  of 
triumph,  when  the  services  of  Washinoton  called 
forth  universal  expressions  of  grateful  feeling,  the 
Continental  Congress  unanimously  voted  him  an 
equestrian  bronze  statue ;  but,  notwithstanding  his 
virtues  and  gr^t  achievements,  he  had  the  morti- 
fication to  outlive  the  gratitude  of  his  country,  for 
it  has  never  been  procured. 

In  1799,  after  having  done  all  the  good  in  his 
power,  and  he  was  summoned  to  join  the  general 
congress  of  virtue  above,  remember  the  pledge  that 
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was  giren  to  this  mighty  people,  who  were  then 
in  tears.  Your  chair,  sir,  was  shrouded  in  black ; 
the  then  Congress,  in  a  body,  waited  on  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  in  condolence  for  the 
national  loss.  They  requested  of  his  illustrious, 
disconsolate  consort,  the  body  of  the  Father  of  our 
Country,  which  was  assented  to ;  and  in  May  of 
the  subsequent  year  a  bill  was  introduced  into  this 
House  to  erect  over  it  a  mausoleum.  And  what, 
let  me  ask,  has  been  done  ?  Other  revolutionary 
claims  have  been  adjusted  ;  but  this  ^reat  national 
debt  of  gratitude  yet  remains  to  be  paid.  The  eyes 
of  the  world  are  upon  us.  The  affection  of  the 
American  people  demands  it ;  and  will  you  not 
gratify  them?  Will  you  justify  the  im;>utation 
of  the  char^  of  ingratitude,  which  history  informs 
xsa  is  the  vice  of  Kepublics?  Will  you,  in  mo- 
ments of  joy  or  sorrow,  when  the  soul  is  animated 
or  melted  with  the  noble,  generous  feelings  of  the 
heairt,  decree  statues  and  monuments,  and.  when 
those  feelinffs  have  subsided,  suffer  yourselves  to 
be  goremea  by  motives  of  a  character  less  meri- 
torious? 

If  you  should  be  thus  unfortunately  influenced, 
andiorize  a  national  subscription,  proclaim  to  the 
patriotism  of  the  American  people,  that  money  is 
wanting  to  procure  a  statue  and  erect  a  monument 
to  Washington  :  Riches  would  pour  forth  her 
treasures,  and  thepoor  Revolutionary  soldier,  whose 
heart  has  been  often  cheered  with  his  voice,  whilst 
fighting  the  battles  of  his  country,  will  perform 
his  last  pilgrimage,  and  give  all  he  has  to  give,  his 
tears. 

But,  sir,.  I  know  I  may  be  told,  that  apprehen- 
sions are  entertained  for  fear  of  tne  danger  of  the 
precedent :  that  others  less  meritorious  may  wish 
the  like  distinction.  My  regret  is,  sir,  that  the 
annals  of  mankind  have  not  as  yet,  and  I  much 
fear  will  never  produce  such  another  subject  of 
commemoration.  But  if,  in  the  course  of  human 
events,  our  country  should  be  invaded,  and  liberty 
driven  to  her  last  entrenchments,  some  mighty 
senius  should  arise,  whose  victorious  arm  should 
beat  back  the  invading  foe — sweep  them  off  with 
the  besom  of  destruction,  and  redeem  the  sinking 
destinies  of  my  country,  I  would  commemorate 
his  exploits  by  ever^  expression  of  national  grati- 
tude, and  erect  to  his  memory  a  monument  more 
durable  than  the  pyramids  of  the  Nile.    All  these 

Erious  exploits,  and  more,  have  been  performed 
this  illustrious  man ;  and  if  ever  man  deserved 
distinguished  evidence  of  a  nation*s  love,  it  is 
Wasbinoton.  So  eminent  have  been  his  services, 
that  he  has  been,  and  will  be  throughout  ev^ry 
age,  the  theme  of  universal  panegyric. 

The  liberties  of  other  countries  have  been  ac- 
quired by  the  united  exertions  of  numbers ;  but 
whibt  I  justly  admire  and  duly  appreciate  the 
talents,  the  firmness,  and  integrity  of  other  illus- 
trious patriots  ot  the  Revolution,  I  appeal  to  his- 
tory to  say,  whether  the  liberty  of  thb  country  was 
not  acquired  as  much  by  his  skill  and  pruuence^ 
as  by  tne  force  of  numllers.  At  the  commence- 
ment and  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  remem- 
ber the  difficulties  he  had  to  encounter;  at  the 
bead  of  militiamen,  undiscti^ined,  and  without 


any  motives  for  union  but  those  of  cOfDunon  dangtT 
he  dared  to  oppose  a  Power  whose  Teterans  t^ 
recently  conquered  in  every  clime,  and  whose  &c 
waved  in  proud  triumph  round  the  ^v^orld.    Han- 
nibal like^  he  soon  converted  the  licentiousikss  of 
freemen  into  the  orderly  discipline  of  the  9^6er, 
and  by  superior  military  skill,  drove  his  arrogut 
confident  foe  from  his  encampment   in   B(jBat^. 
On  the  15th  of  November,  1776,  two   thouMaii 
seven  hundred  of  his  soldiers  were  captured  at  Per; 
Washington.    The  1st  of  December  of  the  saiv 
year,  their  term  of  service  having  expired,  twelvr 
thousand  more  claimed  their  discharge,  and  ki' 
him  with  less  than  three  thousand  effective  men . 
with  this  remnant,  in  the  dead  of  Winter,  and  ia 
the  face  of  a  vastly  superior  force,  ke  kept  tbi^ 
field,  and  convinced  his  foe  that  althoii^Ji  his  phy- 
sical numbers  were  diminished,  his  moral  force 
was  the  same,  and  that  he  might  desliof  ,  but  cooid 
never  conquer  freemen. 

At  this  awful  moment,  the  stoutest  hearts  were 
appalled ;  not  only  the  poor  and  bomUe,  but  tKe 
ncn  and  influential,  gave  up  all  as  lost,  and  nuui' 
hers  claimed  the  protection  of  a  powerful  enemy 
Yes,  sir,  he  was  forsaken,  and  when  coimselkd  b 
make  his  own  peace,  he  indignandy  repelled  tk 
advice,  and  declared  that  he  would  carry  the  wir 
into  the  upper  part  of  his  native  State,  and  if  drrrea 
from  thence,  he  would  raise  the  standard  of  libmy 
beyond  the  mountains.  Oh  I  my  country,  he  vaV 
our  father — he  was  our  friend.  In  the  most  gioamr 
moments  of  our  Revolution,  when  all  oor  {^jspects 
were  darkened — ^when  hope  herself  was  sinking  in 
despair^  his  great  mind  never  falter<?d.  No  roamr 
wluit  disaster  befell  you,  no  matter  what  mtdonam 
awaited  you,  he  was  faithful :  he  rose  sopinor  tv 
the  one,  and  prepared  with  manly  fortitude  to  en- 
counter the  other ;  and  after  enduring  tmb  tht 
most  afflicting,  and  encountering  dangers  the  nw^; 
anpalling,  he  succeeded  in  establishinap  the  liberti«» 
d  his  country,  by  triumphing  .over  ue  heio  ir)i>) 
was  nursed  in  arms  on  the  plains  whcte  WoJ/e. 
Montcahn,  and  Montgomery  fell. 

At  the  close  of  the  American  Rerdntioo,  he 
exhibited  to  the  world  a  spectacle  to  w^ieh  history 
furnishes  no  parallel.    His  country  wascdiaQSttd'; 
without  union,  without  money,  and  withonl  cre- 
dit ;  flushed  with  victory,  and  a  gallant  army  at 
command,  like  other  conquerors  be,  too,  mighi 
have  taken  advantage  of  the  times,  triunphed  over 
the  rights  of  the  peoole,  and  ascended  to  empire- 
But,  ambition  stop  thy  mad  career,  and  copy  tht 
glorious  example.    Instead  of  fomentiog,  he'  ap- 
peased and  suppressed  the  discontent  of  an  en- 
raged soldiery ;  and  after  having  led  them  from 
victory  to  victory,  and  dispelled  the  horrors  of  a 
bloody  and  protracted  war.  and  there  was  notbtn? 
else  to  conquer  bat  himselr  or  the  libenieB  of  hfe> 
country,  he  stripped  victory  of  her  chains,  em- 
braced lor  the  last  time  his  officers,  the  compaa- 
ions  of  his  glory,  and  with  tears  in  his  eyes  biab> 
soldiers  an  everlasting  farewell ;  then  repaired  Xo 
the  Hall  of  Congress,  and  resigned  bacK  to  the 
representatives  of  the  people  that  sower  which  he 
had  used  only  to  redeem  tnem  ana  then-  conairT- 
men  from  misery,  from  slavery,  and  from  death. 
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Vi^hat  American,  within  the  hearing  of  my, 
voice,  ^nrhose  heart  does  not  melt  xrith  gratitude  at 
the  name  of  Washington  !  What  language  so 
barbarous  as  does  not  speak  hb  name  I  What  na- 
tion so  distant  as  does  not  resound  with  his  praise ! 
Eminent  without  magnificence;  superior  without 
vanity ;  and  elevated  without  pride,  he  was  the 
admiration  of  an  astonished  world.  Faithful  to 
his  friends,  generous  to  his  companions,  and  a  phi- 
lanthropist to  the  very  being  of  man,  he  lived 
loved  by  the  good,  caressed  by  the  ^reat,  and 
feared  and  respected  by  his  very  enemies.  Firm 
and  inflexible  m  the  pursuit  of  justice  and  truth, 
he  scorned  equally  simulation  and  detraction. 

Greece  may  tell  of  her  legislators ;  Rome  may 
tell  of  her  heroes,  but  what  age  or  country  can 
boast  a  Wabninoton — a  man  so  renowned  both 
in  peace  and  war?   Leonidas  was  patriotic ;  Aris- 
tides  jnst;  Hannibal  was  patient;  Fabius  prudoit; 
Scipio  was  continent;  Caesar  merciful;  Marcel- 
Ills  courageous,  and  Cato  of  infleziMe  integrity : 
yet,  these  virtues  which  separately  disting^iushed 
those  mighty  men  of  antkiuity,  were  all  united  in 
the  character  of  this  singular  f^reat  man,  and  raised 
him  above  the  levd  of  mankmd ;  he  was  so  pre- 
eminent that  envy  never  dared  to  raise  its  nudig- 
nant  g^lance  to  the  devation  of  his  virtues.    Other 
heroes  are  renowned  for  subjugating — he  for  liber- 
ating his  country.    Kings  and  Princes  derive  honor 
from  crowns  and  from  sceptres~.-he,  less  from  the 
sploidor  of  station  than  the  dignitv  of  his  own 
mind.     Csesar  and  Pompey,  on  the  plains  of  Phar- 
salia,  comp^ed  for  the  mastery  of  the  world — ^he, 
amidst  contemporaries  capableof  saving  and  enno- 
bling empires,  ran  his  splendid  career  without  a 
rival  or  competitor.    To  crown  all  his  other  great 
qualities,  and,  if  possible,  to  consecrate  human 
greatness,  he  was  a  christian — ^not  only  the  favorite 
of  the  earth,  but  we  humbly  hope  of  Heaven. 

Whilst  the  conduct  of  other  great  men  in  public 
life  tend  to  ennoble  the  hero  ao^  render  illustrious 
the  statesman,  in  private  it  is  cursed  with  every 
vice  which  degprade  the  man.  In  public  life, 
WAfiHiM oton's  conduct  was  unrivalled ;  and,  in 
private,  there  was  not  one  circumstance  of  his 
whole  life  which  virtue  would  blush  to  own.  As, 
in  the  meridian  of  life,  religion  gave  dignity  to 
every  action,  so  in  the  evening  of  his  days,  when 
the  troubles  and  perib  of  life  were  past,  it  beamed 
resplendent,  like  the  rainbow  on  the  skirts  of  the 
storm  that  is  gone,  the  blessed  harbinger  of  eternal 
sunshine  in  the  realms  of  everlasting  day. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  estimate  still  more  cor- 
recdy  the  character  of  this  great  man,  let  us  pause 
for  a  nMHpent,  and  take  a  cursory  view  of  the 
present  unhappy  situation  of  other  countries  and 
people,  compared  with  our  own.  Look  through 
the  extensive  continents  of  Africa  and  Asia,  and 
there  is  not  the  least  vestige  of  learning*  or  liberty 


*Mr.  E.  is  aware  of  the  College  of  Fort  Wil- 
liam, and  the  Bibliotheca  Biblica  in  Bengal,  the  Santa 
Casa  or  Holy  Office  at  Goa,  and  the  schoole  eatablish- 
ed  at  Sierra  Leone,  by  the  British  on  the  western 
coast  of  Africa ;  but  the  benefit  which  has  resulted 
from  those  establishments  is  not  yet  perceptible. 


to  be  found,  however  industrious  the  research. 
Egypt,  the  cradle  of  letters,  is  now  the  abode  of 
i^orance  and  fanaticism.  The  descendants  of 
Ham  are  sold  into  every  clime,  and  those  that  re- 
main wither  under  the  despotism  of  chieftains, 
who  consign  them  to  destruction  with  as  little  re- 
morse as  the  rude  storms  of  the  desert  which  rav- 
age their  native  clime. 

Assyria,  once  the  proud  mistress  of  Asia,  has 
long  since  been  Uotted  from  the  face  of  empire. 
Barajon,  with  her  wall  which  proudly  defied  the 
Persian,  has  mingled  with  the  dust,  and  thelonelv 
traveller  weeps  over  the  ruins  of  Palmyra  with 
scarcely  a  page  to  tell  its  name. 

Where  are  now  the  sons  of  Abraham,  once  the 
favorites  of  Heaven  ?  They  are  banished  from  the 
land  of  promise,  and,  as  was  prophesied,  are  "  sifted 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth.^' 

Look  into  humbled  Europe,  and  lo !  there  is  not 
one  azuie  ^t  to  cheer  the  gloom  of  the  political 
horizon.  The  Ottoman  slave  treads,  insensible, 
the  glorious  field  of  Marathon,  and  dei^tism 
sways  her  iron  sceptre  at  the  very  8trait  of  Ther- 
mopylse.  Persecuted  liberty  has  fled  from  Eng- 
land, the  country  of  Hampden  and  Svdney,  and, 
although  the  workshop  of  the  world,  sne  is  cursed 
with  a  debt  which  no  industry  can  redeem.  Po* 
land,  martyred  Poland,  with  sixteen  millions  of 
people,  forms  one  of  the  outposts  to  the  empire  of 
the  descendant  of  Magog !  Italy,  the  home  of  the 
Caesars,  and  the  grave  of  the  heroes  of  antiquity, 
cringes  under  tbc  domination  of  timid  Austria. 
Whilst  France,  generous,  gallant  France,  plun- 
dered and  exhausted,  weeps  over  the  recollection 
of  the  splendor  of  days  that  are  past. 

Then  turn  your  attention  to  this  h&pPY  country, 
"  the  land  of  Washington  and  sky  of^  rranklin ;" 
the  home  of  the  homeless ;  the  last  refuge  of  op- 
pressed humanity.  Here  agriculture  flourishes; 
our  commerce  whitens  the  ocean,  and  every  wind 
that  blows  wafts  into  our  ports  the  riches  of  everv 
clime.  Here  we  find  an  empire  of  laws  whicn 
guards  our  rights,  both  civil  and  religious,  and 
which  knows  no  distinction  but  such  as  merit  con- 
fers and  virtue  approves.  Where  the  poor  man, 
in  the  tattered  ffarb  of  plebeian  humility,  sits  en- 
throned upon  the  altar  of  justice,  and  tnere  is  no 
titled,  fictitious  greatness  to  injure  or  oppress  him. 

Contmst  this  happy  situation  With  tnat  of  En* 
rope,  Asia,  and  Africa :  c<mtrast  it  with  your  own 
situation  under  colonial  servitude;  read  vour  Dec- 
laration of  Independence^  and  realize,  if*^  you  can, 
the  black  catalogue  of  injury  and  oppression  under 
which  you  then  groaned ;  your  petitions  rejected— 
your  complaints  derided  and  suppressed — ^not  by  a 
redress  ot  grievances,  but  by  menaces;  a  whole 
people  oudawed;  and  given  up  to  military  despo- 
tism ;  then  ask  yourselves  who  needed  your  armies, 
who  fought  your  battles,  who  most  contributed  to 
raise  you  from  that  state  of  misery  and  dependence, 
and  gave  you  rank  among  the  nations  of^the  earth. 
And  O  my  country,  I  blush  to  think  this  our  great- 
est earthly  friend,  almost  within  sight  of  the  very 
walls  in  which  we  ddiberote,  repoaes  under  the 
humble  clod  of  the  hill,  without  one  national  stone 
to  tell  posterity  where  he  lies.  I  call  upon  the  ven- 


1799 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


180t 


H.  OF  R. 


Savaimah  Sufferers, 


Apric,  182 


eraUe  patriots  of  the  Revolution,  some  of  whom  I 
yet  see  mingling  in  the  deliherations  of  my  coun- 
try; I  call  upon  the  friends  of  Warren  and  of 
Greene,  of  Mercer.  Sumter.  Marion,  and  Mont- 
gomery :  nay,  I  call  upon  tne  Representatives  of 
we  whole  American  people  to  redeem  my  country 
from  such  deep  ingratitude;  and  if  any  remnant  of 
affection  for  Washington  still  lingers  ahout  the 
heart,  I  know  I  will  not  call  in  vain.  When  did 
your  country  ever  call,  and  he  did  not  obey? 
When  did  it  ever  want  his  aid,  and  he  did  not 
readily  yield  it  his  assistance?  What  is  your 
whole  history?  It  is  but  little  more  than  the  rec- 
ord of  his  obedience,  his  virtues,  and  his  services ; 
and,  painful  to  thinK,  this  same  history,  whilst  it 
will  record  the  unfeeling  ingratitude  of  his  coun- 
try, will  inform  posterity  that,  for  that  very  coun- 
try, he  staked  his  life,  determined  to  redeem  it  from 
slavery  or  perish  in  the  attempt.  And  can  you — 
will  you  refuse  to  bury  him?  Oh  no !  Let  us  rise 
up  at  once,  and  with  united  acclaim  decree  him  a 
statue.  Let  us  outstrip  the  march  of  ages,  and 
erect  a  monument,  not  merely  equal  to  our  present 
condition,  but  commensurate  with  the  splendid 
destiny  which  awaits  us.  He  is  the  Father  of  our 
Country ;  let  us  demand  his  body,  and  erect  over 
it  a  mausoleum  at  which  Time  m  his  passage  to 
eternity  will  point  and  tell  to  every  age  thefflorious 
gratitude  of  the  American  people.  And  when  the 
national  sympathy  shall  be  forgot,  and  the  mem- 
ory of  man  faded  away ;  when  tradition  itself  shall 
have  had  an  end,  and  history  be  regarded  as  the 
splendid  fiction  of  fancy  or  tale  of  romance,  this 
monument  shall  stand  throughout  every  age,  the 
imperishable  evidence  of  his  virtues  and  a  nation's 
love. 

When  Mr.  E.  had  concluded,  the  question  was 
taken  that  the  House  do  now  proceed  to  consider 
the  said  resolves,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

SAVANNAH  SUPrERERS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the 
relief  of  certain  sufferers  by  the  late  fire  at  Savan- 
nah. 

Mr.  Reid  moved  to  amend  the  bill  (which  pro- 
poses to  remit  one-fourth  of  the  amount  of  duties 
on  imported  goods  destroyed  by  the  fire)  so  as  to 
provide  for  the  remission  of  the  whole  amount  of 
such  duties. 

In  support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  Reid  delivered  a, 
speech  of  some  length,  sustaining  himself  by  pre- 
cedents adduced  from  the  statute  book,  as  well  as 
by  arguments  goin^  to  show  the  equity,  and  ex- 
pediency of  Legislative  interposition,  to  the  extent 
which  he  had  proposed.  He  described  the  extent 
of  this  calamity  in  glowing  terms,  and  invoked  the 
justice  of  this  House,  to  relieve  the  sufferers  from 
the  additional  loss  of  the  amount  of  duties  on  goods 
destroyed. 

Mr.  Cdthbert,  of  Georgia,  delivered  the  fol- 
lowing observations: 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  entirely  approve  of  the  motion 
before  the  Committee,  and  should  have  proposed 
it  myself,  had  I  not  been  anticipated  by  my  Iriend 


and  colleague.  Every  reason  which,  should  in- 
duce Congress  to  remit  one-fourth,  with  the  sa En- 
force requires  us  to  remit  the  whole  of  the  duLt- 
under  consideration.  In  order  to  shoiv  the  pro- 
priety of  remitting  these,  I  will  draw^  the  atCfsocsi 
of  the  Committee,  for  a  moment,  to  the  Assigns 
with  which  duties  are  imposed.  One  object  in- 
tended to  be  accomplished  by  them  is  the  eaa^- 
agement  of  domestic  manufactures. 

In  more  populous  countries  labor  is  cheaper,  ani 
manufactures  are  in  ^neral  executed  with  less 
expense  than  in  the  United  States.  The  merehant 
might  import  foreign  fabrics  with  so  little  cost  zs 
to  sell  them  at  a  price  that  would  be  ruinotB  t;) 
the  domestic  manufacturer.  To  guard  against 
this  evil^  to  prevent  the  domestic  manufactam 
being  dnven  from  the  market,  to  enable  bim  to 
enter  into  the  competition  with  a  hope  of  success, 
a  dutjT  is  laid  on  the  foreign  Mric,  intended  to 
raise  its  price  to  a  level  with  that  at  which  the 
domestic  manufacturer  may  afiad  to  sell  his 
wares. 

The  other  design  of  duties  is  to  raise  a  reveiiue 
in  a  mode  the  least  unpleasant  and  burdensome  tc 
the  people.  The  importer  pays  the  duty  tod» 
Government,  and  adds  it  to  the  price  at  which  he 
might  otherwise  have  sold  his  goods.  The  har- 
den is  thus  transferred  to  the  consumer.  He 
knows  the  price  before  he  makes  the  purchase,  and 
his  purchase  is  an  act  of  his  own  will.  He  dees 
not  feel  that  he  is  paying  a  tax  to  the  Gorem- 
ment  in  addition  to  the  natural  price  of  theaitide. 
He  is,  at  his  own  discretion,  consulting  only  his 
own  individual  happiness.  The  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple know  that  vast  funds  are  acquired  by  the  ma- 
chinery of  Government ;  but  they  do  not  fed  that 
they  are  daily  contributing  to  raise  this  reveDoe. 

When  goods  are  imported,  not  to  rem^n,  bat  to 
be  exported  to  some  third  country,  both  of  these 
reasons  for  imposing  the  duty  cease  to  opente. 
When  foreign  goods  are  thus  exported,  they  are 
withdrawn  from  the  competition  with  domestic 
manufactures.  Their  existence  can  no  longer  pre- 
vent the  sale,  or  reduce  the  price  of  wares  nbri- 
cated  within  our  country,  and  a  duty  on  them  can 
have  no  influence  in  encouraging  domestic  manu- 
factures. And  in  this  case  the  coUectioii  of  a  duty 
on  them  would  not  be  that  least  unpleasant  and 
burdensome  mode  of  raising  a  revenue,  winch  wc 
have  noticed.  On  the  contrary,  it  would  be  m 
insupportable  burden  on  the  merchant,  consumiag 
his  profits,  impairing  his  energy,  ana  repressing 
his  spirit  of  enterprise. 

The  reasons  of  the  duty  having  ceased,  it  ought 
not  to  be  collected,  and,  by  a  general  prorision  of 
the  law,  in  all  such  cases  it  is  remitted.  Thee 
does  the  merchant  pay  for  the  privilege  of  impon- 
ing  ?  No.  For  it  he  imports  goocU,  and  then 
exports  them,  he  jjays  no  duty.  The  duty  pap 
for  something  additional  to  the  right  of  importiog: 
it  pays  for  the  right  of  importing  and  selling  m 
the  country.  In  the  cases  which  the  present  hiU 
is  designed  to  cover,  the  goods  have  not  been  ex- 
ported ;  they  have,  while  in  the  possession  of  the 
importers,  oeen  destroyed  by  an  overwhelming 
calamity,  which  no  mortal  prudence  could  avert 
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whose  desolatlDg  fury  no  human  activity  or  Conr- 
ad could  arrest,  and  which  has  laid  in  ashes  one 
of  our  finest  cities. 

The  merchants  have  had  only  the  privilege  of 
importing ;  they  have  not  the  possibility  of  selling. 
The  reasons  ot  the  duty  have  as  entirely  ceased, 
as  if  the  goods  had  been  exported.  Are  they  not 
withdrawn  from  a  possibility  of  injuring  the  sale 
of  domestic  manufactures  ?  Do  they  not  cease  to 
afford  the  least  unpleasant  and  burdensome  mode 
of  raising  a  revenue  1  On  the  contrary,  would 
not  the  collection  of  a  duty  on  them  be  an  insup- 
portable burden,  weighing  down  to  the  earth  un- 
fortunate men,  who  are  now  tottering  under  the 
stroke  of  Heaven  ?  Yes,  sir.  The  reasons,  the 
equity  of  the  duty  have  as  much  ceased  as  if  the 
goods  had  b^n  exported — the  collection  of  it 
would  be  an  act  of  injustice  and  oppression. 

Do  you  doubt  your  power  ?    You  have  power 
to  impose,  and  have  you  not  equal  power  to  take 
off  duties  ?    In  numerous  instances,  in  which  the 
interests  of  religion,  or  of  the  fine  arts,  were 
thought  to  be  concerned,  Congress  has  remitted 
duties  -,  it  has  remitted  duties  in  several  cases  pre- 
cisely parallel  to  the  present.    By  the  act  of  Aug- 
ust 4th,  1790,  the  duties  were  remitted  on  salt,  de- 
stroyed by  a  flood  at  Annapolis.    Two  importa- 
tions of  coffee,  into  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  were 
destroyed  by  fire ;  by  the  act  of  May  9th,  1794.  the 
duties  on  these  were  remitted.    By  the  act  of  June 
7th,  1794,  the  duties  were  remitted  on  spirits  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  Vermont.    By  the  act  of  March 
3d,  1804,  duties  were  remitted  on  tea,  destroyed  by 
fire  at  Providence.    Such  has  been  the  repeatea 
practice  of  the  Government.    But  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  says,  that  the  Constitution 
has  given  us  no  power  to  remit  duties.    Does  he 
look  mto  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  for 
authority  to  act  with  fairness,  equity,  and  honor? 
I  hope  that  the  members  of  this  body  have  sufiS- 
cient  instructions  in  their  own  bosoms  thus  to  act, 
and  that,  for  principles  of  equity  and  honor^  we 
have  no  reason  to  resort  to  written  constitutions. 
The  same  gentleman  has  said,  that  the  present 
application  is  contrary  to  the  established  princi- 
ples of  trade.    He  has  said,  (I  use  his  own  lan- 
guage,) if  A  sells  to  B  ^ods,  which  are  destroyed 
by  any  casualty,  while  m  the  possession  of  the  lat- 
ter, as  wdl  might  he  request  A  to  release  him  from 
the  debt  incurred  by  his  purchase.    This  case  is 
not  parallel  to  that  of  the  applicants  of  Savannah. 
On  the  supposition  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  the  bond  nven  by  B  to  A  was  the  equiv- 
alent for  goods  which  A  had  parted  with.    B.  can- 
not restore  to  A  the  consideration,  the  property, 
for  which  the  bond  had  been  given.    Widely  dif- 
ferent is  the  case  of  the  merchants  of  Savannah. 
The  Government  has  not  parted  with  any  prop- 
erty.   The  bonds  or  other  specialties  given  as  an 
equivalent  for  the  goods  destroyed  are  still  due, 
and  must  be  paid  to  merchants  in  Philadelphia, 
New  York,  Boston,  and  England.    That  con- 
sideration, for  which  the  bonds  that  you  hold 
were  given,  has  returned  to  you  entire  and  unim- 
paired.   The  conflagration  nas  produced,  in  the 
supply  for  Georgia,  a  chasm  which  will  be  filled 


up  by  a  subsequent  importation.    That  very  privi- 
lege of  importing  and  selling  soods  to  the  amount 
destroyed  oy  fire,  for  which  the  bonds  in  question 
were  given,  has  been  taken,  by  the  irresistible  hand 
of  Providence  in  a  dreadful  calamity,  from  the 
unfortunate  merchants,  and  will'be  sold  by  you 
to  other  importers.    If  the  tariff  should  be  raised, 
as  proposed  by  a  bill  on  the  table,  this  second  sale 
wiU  yidd  you  a  sum  greater  than  the  amount  of 
the  bionds ;  and  even  after  you  have  remitted  the 
bonds,  your  Treasury  will  have  gained  by  the 
burning  of  Savannah.    Does  any  one  still  believe 
that  the  revenue  will  be  impaired  by  the  passage 
of  this  bill  ?    I  will  endeavor  to  make  the  subject 
a  little  more  clear.    That  part  of  the  revenue 
which  arises  from  imports,  is  proportioned,  not  to 
the  goods  imported,  but  to  the  goods  used  in  the 
country.    It  is  then  proportioned  to  the  domestic 
demand  for  goods.    The  annual  revenue  arising 
from  imports  in  Georgia,  is  proportioned  to  the 
average  annual  consumption  in  that  State.    This 
proportion  may  not  exist  in  every  year  separately, 
out  in  a  series  of  years  it  will  not  fail  to  be  pre- 
served.   Suppose,  for  example,  that  the  annual 
consumption  of  foreign  mercnandise  in  that  State 
amounts  to  a  million  of  dollars,  and  that  the  duties 
on  that  amount  are  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
By  unavoidable  misfortune  one-fourth  of  this  mer- 
chandise is  destroyed  in  the  stores  of  the  import- 
ers, and  on  the  merchandise  thus  destroyed  Gov- 
ernment holds  bonds  for  duties  to  the  amount  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars.    The  goods  saved  from  de- 
struction are  less  by  one-fourth  than  the  annual 
consumption,  and  tne  demand,  to  the  extent  of 
that  deficiency,  will  be  supplied  by  another  im- 
portation.   On  this  new  importation  duties  will 
accrue  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand  dollars.    If 
Government  exacts  the  payment  of  the  bonds  given 
on  the  importation  of  the  goods  destroyed,  instead 
of  its  average  annual  revenue  of  two  hundred 
thousand,  it  will  in  this  year  receive  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars.    What  will  be  the 
cause  of  this  increase  of  your  revenue?    The 
losses  of  the  merchants  of  Savannah.    Who  will 
pay  this  extra  duty  on  goods  not  used  in  the 
country  1    The  unfortunate  applicants  of  Savan- 
nah, most  of  whom  have  in  one  night  been  re- 
duced to  poverty.    If  you  exact  the  pa3rment  of 
the  bonds,  you  will  gain  some  addition  to  your 
revenue  from  the  suff&ings  of  your  citizens,  irorn 
the  burning  of  one  of  your  cities.    Can  this  be 
your  desire  ?    Do  you  not  look  with  abhorrence 
on  such  an  acquisition  1  Shylock  may  demand  his 
pound  of  fiesh,  but  I  hope  that  the  Government  of 
my  country  is  actuated  by  different  feelings.    If 
you  remit  the  bonds  you  will  only  consent  not  to 
gain  by  the  losses  of  your  citizens,  and  your  Trea- 
sury will  be  in  the  situation  in  which  you  would 
have  seen  it  if  the  terrific  fiames  had  not  swept 
Savannah  with  the  besom  of  destruction. 

This  Congress  is  distinguished  by  a  laudable 
zeal  for  economy ;  a  spirit  which  should  charac- 
terize our  Government  at  all  times,  and  which  is 
peculiarly  necessary  in  the  present  condition  of 
our  finances.  But  I  hope  that  this  zeal  for  econ- 
omy will  not  lead  us  to  an  indiscriminate  retrench- 
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ment  of  expenditures  which  are  necessary  to  the 
honor  and  prosperity  of  our  country ;  nor  excite 
in  us  a  passion  for  unhallowed  gain.  The  Gro7- 
ernment  should  never  pursue  a  course  which  would 
be  disgraceful  to  an  individual.  If  we  see  an  in- 
dividual refusing  expenditures  within  his  power, 
which  are  necessary  to  his  health  and  honor,  we 
do  not  admire  his  prudence — ^we  despise  his  par- 
simony. If  we  see  an  individual  grasping  at 
every  thing  within  his  reach,  and  availing  him- 
self of  the  letter,  while  he  violates  the  spirit 
of  a  contract,  to  extort  the  last  farthing  uom 
his  unhappy  debtor,  we  detest  his  unprincipled, 
hard-hearted,  cruel  avarice.  I  am  aware  that 
when  men  are  acting  in  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment, they  have  not  that  regard  for  reputation, 
that  sense  of  honor,  that  tenderness  of  conscience, 
which  the  same  men  would  feel  if  acting  for  them- 
selves. Under  a  consciousness  that  they  are  in- 
fluenced by  no  narrow  selfishness,  and  tnat  they 
are  watching  over  the  great  interests  of  their  coun- 
try, they  believe  that  public  virtue  consists  in 
guarding  the  public  purse,  and  they  feel  not  a 
scrupulous  respect  for  the  just  claims  of  individ- 
uals. I  entreat  mv  friends  in  the  Committee  not 
to  yield  to  this  illusion.  The  reputation  of  our 
country  should  be  as  dear  to  us  as  our  individual 
honor ;  we  should  be  as  careful  to  guard  our  coun- 
try from  the  imputation  of  injustice  as  to  preserve 
ourselves  from  this  foul  reproach.  And,  indeed, 
he  who  suffers  injustice  from  the  Government, 
feds  more  deeply  tnan  if  he  had  suffered  the  same 
injustice  from  an  individual.  In  the  latter  case 
he  may  hate  the  avarice,  he  may  resent  the  dis- 
honesty^  of  his  fellow-citizen.  But  when  with  the 
sense  ot  injustice  he  connects  the  idea  of  the  irre- 
sistible power  of  the  Government,  exerted  to  op- 
press him,  while  he  broods  over  an  injury  for 
which  there  is  no  redress,  he  feels  a  deeper  hatred. 
He  detests  both  the  injustice  and  the  tyranny  un- 
der which  he  suffers.  I  hope  that  Conjgress  will 
always  carefully  avoid  those  acts  of  iniustice  to- 
wards individuals,  which  are  calculated  to  excite 
this  gloomy  and  deep-rooted  hostility  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

If  my  judgment  were  consulted  in  this  case,  the 
Government  should  not  merely  be  just,  it  should 
be  liberal.  It  should  not  only  refrain  from  op- 
pressing, it  should  show  a  paternal  solicitude  for 
the  welfare  of  its  suffering  citizens.  With  an  arm 
no  less  bountiful  than  powerful,  it  should  comfort 
the  afflicted — it  should  sustain  the  sinking — it 
should  be  foremost*  to  shelter,  and  feed,  and  clothe 
those  who,  in  consequence  oi  one  severe  visitation 
of  Heaven,  are  houseless,  and  hungrv,  and  naked. 
But  we  seek  no  charity ;  we  app^  not  to  your 
^nerosity;  we  ask  only  a  liberal  and  enlightened 
justice.  When  we  recommend  the  remission  of 
duties,  the  reasons  and  equity  of  which  have 
ceasea,  we  propose  to  you  to  cancel  a  debt  which 
you  cannot  collect  witnout  visiting  the  habitations 
of  distress  with  iniustice  and  oppression. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolma,  reluctantly  op- 
posed the  amendment.  Were  he  governed  by  his 
leelinffs  alone,  to  which  this  case  so  strongly  ap- 
pealedf,  he  should  vote  for  the  bill,  and  even  for 


the  proposed  amendment  to  it ;  but,  obeying  u/ 
impulse  of  duty,  he  could  find  no  pow^r  in  (Ti- 
gress to  disburse  the  public  moneys   in   acts  ci' 
charity  or  generosity,  or  for  other  porposes  thaL 
those  designated  in  tne  Constitution.     lie  doueJ 
that  this  bill  rested  on  justice  for  its  sapport,bow- 
ever  sympathy  and  feeling  might  recommefil  it. 
He  argued  that  this  case  could  not  be  distingui^d 
from  other  losses,  from  casualties  of  Taiious  soirti. 
4tc.,  and  he  could  see  no  difference  between  re- 
mitting this  duty  and  taking  so  much  money  from 
the  Treasury,  which  he  contended  Coneress  bail 
no  right  to  do,  and  not  having  theri^h^ne  deuiei 
the  force  of  precedent  to  justify  it 

Mr.  Cobb  replied  to  Mr.  Smith.     Where,  he 
asked,  was  the  scruples  he  now  expressed,  when. 
the  other  day,  a  bill  passed  to  remit  the  duties  on 
a  statue  of  Washington,  imported  hv  the  Stare 
of  North  Carolina ;  and  what  iras  there  in  that 
case  to  make  it  stronger  than  this?   Mr.  C.  then 
proceeded  to  make  a  number  of  rettuuks  in  sup- 
port of  this  bill  and  of  the  amendment  ^posed 
to  it.    Many  of  these  importer^  he  said,  were 
rendered,  by  their  losses,  absolutely  penniless,  and 
were  from  every  consideration  entitled  to  relief 

Mr.  Foot,  or  Connecticut,  said,  he  nresumed  it 
would  be  unnecessary  for  any  member  of  this 
House  to  state,  that  his  sympathies  towank  our 
unfortunate  fellow-citizens  of  Savannah  were 
strongly  excited.  We  commiserate  their  sdkt- 
inffs ;  but,  sir,  we  are  not  to  legislate  undff  the 
influence  of  sympathy.  The  power  of  CoBfress 
is  a  delegated  power;  and,  sir,  I  find  no  authority 
to  extend  the  hand  of  charity :  my  insCractionf 
contain  no  such  power.  The  question  nowbefore 
the  Committee  is  on  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  ffentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Rcid,)  to  tl^ 
bill  irom  the  Senate,  extending  to  the  remission  of 
all  the  duties,  instead  of  one-fourth,  as  proposed 
in  the  bill. 

Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  that  principle  of  the  2Nil 
which  remits  any  portion  ot  the  duties,  oa  the 

f round  that  Congress  can  no  more  remit  these 
uties,  which  have  become  a  debt,  than  appropri- 
ate a  sum  of  money  from  the  Treasury,  in  chanty. 
The  principle  is  the  same  in  both  cases.    But  I 
am  opposed  to  the  amendment  on  other  grounds. 
Will  not  the  amendment  embrace  the  wht^eamount 
of  duties  which  have  accrued  within  from  nine  to 
eighteen  months  ?    It  will  be  impossible  to  ascnr- 
tain  the  amount  remaining  on  Kand  unsold.    If 
the  principle  of  the  bill  be  correct,  it  is  bat  fzir  to 
presume  that  not  more  than  one-fourth  of  the 
goods  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  importer, 
and  of  course  the  amount  proposed  to  be  remitted 
by  the  ImU)  would  probably  embrace  the  amount  of 
the  goods  destroyed  in  the  hands  of  the  importer. 
Sir,  I  am  disposed  to  grant  aU  the  relief  m  our 
power,  consistent  with  our  duty,  and  shall  offer  an 
amendment  to  extend  the  time  of  credit  on  those 
duties,  when  this  am^dment  is  rejected. 

In  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
Cobb,)  who  asks,  where  have  b^n  oar  ConstitQ* 
tional  scruples  on  former  occasions?  the  geatle- 
man  will  recollect  that,  with  me,  this  prmciple 
has  always  been  maintained.    He  will   recollect 
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my  opposition  to  the  bill  ffranting  land  to  the  deaf 
and  dumb  asylum,  upon  me  same  principle.  My 
course  has  been  uniform.  The  s^tleman  calls 
upon  us  to  exercise  our  reason.  This,  sir,  we  in- 
tend to  do,  and  I  ask  him  to  do  the  same.  I  hiffhly 
applaud  the  zeal  of  the  eentleman  in  favor  of  the 
unfortuaate  sufferers  of  his  own  State ;  but  he 
must  recollect  that  we  are  to  sympathize  as  mm, 
but  not  as  UaisUUors, 

The  gentleman  bess  of  us  some  better  reason 
for  opposing  the  bill  than  Constitutional  doubts ! 
This  is  sufScient  for  me,  sir ;  but  there  are  other 
and  cogent  reasons  which  would  induce  me  to 
vote  against  one  of  the  principles  of  the  bill.  If 
it  is  to  be  considered  an  act  of  charity,  it  ou^ht  to 
be  distributed  equally ,  if  of  justice^  impartiality 
is  indispensable.  But,  sir,  this  bill  is  confined  to 
the  importers  merely.  Why  not  extend  it  also  to 
the  purchaser  ?  He,  sir,  has  already  paid  to  the 
importer  the  amount  of  duty,  and  of  course  would 
have  a  stronger  claim  to  relief. 

But,  sir,  the  importer,  who  has  |nradendy  insured 
his  property,  and  paid  his  premium,  receives  no 
relief.  Are  we,  sir,  to  be  incorporated  into  an  in- 
surance company,  with  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  president,  as  was  latelyproposed  to 
establish  a  turopil^e  company  on  the  Cuinberland 
road? 

Grentlemen  claim  on  the  ground  of  former  pre- 
cedents. If  they  will  rest  their  claim  on  this 
ground,  they  wUl  find^  on  examination^  the  bal- 
ance of  ])recedents  against  them.  True  it  is,  that, 
in  some  instances,  such  relief  has  been  granted ; 
but,  sir,  it  is  equally  true  that,  in  most  cases,  relief 
has  been  refused. 

Do  gendemen  propose  to  open  the  doors  of  the 
Treasury  to  remunerate  for  ail  the  losses  by  fire? 
Sir,  your  Treasury  would  be  beggared;  your 
boasted  twenty-seven  millions  annually  would 
scarcely  remunerate  the  losses  which  are  annually 
sustained  by  this  destructive  element.  Sir,  you 
would  soon  find  a  more  alarming  deficit  than  now 
exists  in  your  Treasury. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate 
on  this  subject  having  been  read — 

Mr.  PiicDALL  delivered  his  sentiments  in  favor 
of  the  bill,  and  of  the  motion  now  depending. 
No  case  could  be  stronger  ^  and  even  those  who 
opposed  the  proposed  remission  were  obliged  to 
admit  there  were  precedents  in  point  on  the  statute 
book.  It  was  indeed  said  that  Congress  had  re- 
fused to  remit  duties  in  similar  cases ;  but  those 
cases  had  not  been  specified  or  enumerated,  as 
those  of  remission  had  been.  The  Constitutional 
objection,  heintimatecL  in  the  course  of  his  speeclu 
was  entitled  to  but  little  weight:  as  it  coula 
scarcely  be  doubted  that  Congress  had  power  to 
repeal  or  modify  its  own  revenue  laws,  and  the 
measure  proposed  was  but  a  modification  or  repeal 
of  them  as  to  a  particular  case. 

Mr.  CuTHBERT  again  spoke,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Smith  and  Mr.  Foot.  To  refuse  this  equitable 
provision  would,  in  an  individual,  he  contended 
oe  disgraceful;  and,  in  his  view,  every  citizen, 
and  particularly  every  member  of  this  House, 
ought  to  cherish  the  reputation  of  the  country  as 


he  would  his  own.  This,  and  other  considerationsy 
he  urged  on  the  attention  of  the  Committee  in 
favor  of  the  amendment  and  the  bill. 

Mr.  Walker  made  some  remarks,  earnestly  in 
favor  of  the  bill  and  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment jNToposed  by  Mr.  Reid,  and  decided  in  the 
negative,  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Foot  then  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  the  object  of  which  was  to  strike  out  so  much 
of  the  bill  as  proposes  to  remit  25  per  cent  of  the 
amount  of  duties  (and  thus  confine  the  bill  to  a 
simple  extension  of  the  credit  on  the  bonds  for 
two  vears.) 

Tne  motion  was  agreed  to — 63  to  53. 

Mr^  Clat  then  moved  to  add  a  new  section  to 
the  bill,  the  object  of  which  was  to  appropriale 
fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  relief  of  the  somcen 
by  the  late  calamitous  fire  at  Savannah,  to  be  ap- 
plied under  the  direction  of  the  Mayor  and  Alder- 
men of  that  city. 

This  motion  was  negatived  by  a  considerable 
majority. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  tjie 
amendment  which  had  been  made  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cobb  made  some  remarks,  by  way  of  re- 
monstrance against  a  concurrence  in  the  amend- 
ment made  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr. 
Foot  replied  to  the  observations  particularly  ad- 
dressed to  him  on  this  subject.  Mr.  Cobb  re- 
joined. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
the  amendment  made  in  Committee  of  the  Wlu>le, 
and  decided  in  the  afilrmative — 70  to  63. 

The  amendment  was  then  further  amended,  so 
as  to  extend  the  term  of  credit  on  goods  destroyed, 
from  ttoo  to  four  years. 

Thus  amended,  the  bill  was  passed  to  a  third 
reading* 

After  sjpendinf  some  time  in  Committee  on  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Walter  Manning,  the  House 
adjoomed. 


Friday,  April  7. 

Mr.  LivERMORE,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  who  were  instructed 
to  inc^uire  into  the  expediency  of  affording  some 
pecuniary  relief  to  the  widow  of  John  Heaps,  de- 
ceased, made  a  report,  which  was  read ;  when, 
Mr.  L.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
of  John  Heaps ;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cook  moved  that  the  House  do  now  proceed 
to  consider  the  bill  authorizing  the  Governor  of 
Illinois  to  obtain  certain  abstracts  of  land  from 
certain  public  offices.    The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Barbour  moved  that  the  House  do  now 

Eroceed  to  consider  the  amendment  submitted  by 
im  yesterday  to  the  standing  rules  of  the  House. 
The  motion  was  negatived. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  first  amendment 
to  the  biU  entided  "  An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  militarv  service  of  the  Unitea  States  for 
the  year  1820,'' and  insist  on  their  second  amend- 
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ment  to  the  said  bill,  and  ask  a  conference  upon 
the  subject  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  said  amendment,  and  have  ap- 
pointed managers  at  the  said  conference  on  their 
part ;  and  they  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit:  An  act  providing  for  the  better 
organization  of  the  Treasury  Department;  an 
act  further  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the 
United  States ;  and  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Tench  Francis,  deceased ; 
in  whicn  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain sufferers  by  the  late  fire  at  Savannah,  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed;  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Walter  Channing  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  finally  passed ;  the  bul  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  Steel  was  read  a  third  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  following  bills,  which  originated  with  the 
committees  of  this  House,  to  wit :  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Jacob  Konkopot  and  others  of  the  nation 
of  Stockbridge  Indians ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Elkanah  Finney ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James 
Mackay,  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri ;  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Fielding  Jones ;  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Captain  Stanton  Sholes ;  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Wells ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Beck  and 
Harvey;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  Joseph  de 
Beaulieu:  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Christopher 
Miller ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B.  Beall ; 
the  bill  confirming  the  title  of  the  Mohiccan  or 
Stockbridge  tribe  of  Indians ;  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  certain  settlers  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  who  re- 
side within  the  Vincennes  land  district :  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Martha  Flood ;  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Charles  S.  Jones  and  Richard  Buckner,  jr., 
administrators  of  William  Jones ;  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  and  representatives  of  Isaac  Mel- 
chior,  deceased ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 


making  new  models,  and  casts  of  busts,  and  othsr 
things  therein  mentioned  ;  which  'was  read  twic?. 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  "Whole. 

Mr.   S.,  from  the  same    committee^    Tepart&i 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  State  ts^soe 
letters  patent  to  Henry  Burden  ;  TV^hich  Trasnuf 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee   of  tbe 
Whole. 

Mr.  S.  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  reUeT  d 
Susannah  Stewart;  which  was  read  tnrice.  2nd 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Coinmitt» 
of  Wap  and  Means,  reported  a  biU  for  the  rd^ 
of  Daniel  Bickley  and  Uatharine  Clark,  admins- 
tratrix  of  John  Ulark,  deceased ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  the  Committee  on 
Miliary  Affairs  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  a  more  effectual 
remedy  to  prevent  duelung  in  the  Army  and  Navy 
of  the  United  States  and  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Cocke,  that  the 
House  do  now  proceed  to  consider  the  resolution 
submitted  by  him  on  the  6th  of  March  last,  for  an 
inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  Narsi 
Establishment ;  and,  the  question  being  takes,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act 
providing  for  the  better  organization  of  the  Trea- 
sury Department,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  An  act 
further  to  amend  the  Judicial  System  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  Senat^  entitled  "  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Tench 
Francis,  deceased,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred 


Coffin  and  others ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James    to  the  select  committee  appointed  on  the  7t&  of 


Merrill ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  D.  Carter . 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  King  ^  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Jos.  W.  Skinner ;  the  hdl  for  the 
relief  of  John  B.  Regnier;  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Law  and  Jonathan  Elliot,  citizens  of 
Washington — 

These  bills  severally  passed  throu£^h  Commit- 
tees of  the  Whole,  and  were  ordered  to  be  encprossed 
for  a  third  reading,  with  the  exception  of  the  two 
following:  The  bill  confirming  the  title  of  the 
Mohiccan  and  Stockbridge  tril^  of  Indians ;  and 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  King.  The  two 
last  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Saturday,  April  8. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a'  bill  to  alter  the  times  of 
the  session  01  the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the 
District  of  Columbia ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  on 
Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Peter 
Cardelli,  reported  a  bill  to  encourage  the  art  of  ■ 


February,  on  the  memorial  of  William  Tiigiunaii, 
administrator  of  Tench  Francis,  deceased. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  message  from  the  Senate,  asking  a  conference 
upon  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  on 
the  second  amendment  proposed  by  the  Benate  \o 
the  bill  entitled  ''An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  militarv  service  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1820:"  whereupon, 

Kesolvedj  That  this  House  insist  on  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  said  amendment,  and  agree  to  the 
conference  asked  by  the  Senate,  on  the  subject 
matter  of  the  said  amendment,  and  that  managers 
be  appointed  to  attend  the  said  confeience  on 
their  part. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Cocke,  Taylor,  Wah- 
FiELD,  Beecher,  and  Ttler,  be  appointed  man- 
agers on  the  part  of  this  House. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Louis  Joseph  de  Beanliec 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  Beck  and  Harvey ;  an  act  ft 
the  relief  of  William  Coffin  and  others ;  an  act  foL 
the  relief  of  Fielding  Jones;  an  act  for  the  relieV 
of  Captain  Stanton  Sholes ;  an  act  for  the  relie 
of  Christopher  Miller;  an  act  for  the  relief 
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Samuel  B.  Beall ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
settlers  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  who  reside  within 
the  Vincennes  land  district ;  an  act  for  the  relief 
of  Martha  Flood ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Merrill ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  8.  Jones 
and  Richard  Buckner,  jr.,  administrators  of  Wil- 
liam Jones ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  John  D.  Car- 
ter ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  repre- 
sentatives of  Isaac  Melchior,  deceased  ^  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  Skmner,  administrator  of 
George  Skinner,  deceased ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  B.  Regnier ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Law  and  Jonathan  Elliot :  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
Jacoh  Konkopot,  and  others,  of  the  nation  of 
Stockbridge  Indians;  and  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
£lkanah  Finnev — ^were  sererally  read  the  third 
time,  and  passea. 

An  enf^ossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Mac- 
kay,  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  the  question  was  stated.  Shall  it 
pass;  when 

Mr.  PiNDALL  moved  that  the  said  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims, 
ivith  instructions  so  to  amend  the  same  as  to  pro- 
vide for  a  trial  of  the  validitv  of  the  claim  of 
James  Mackay  before  a  judicial  tribunal. 

Mr.  Rhea  then  moved  that  the  said  bill  be 
postponed  indefinitely ;  which  latter  motion  was 
rejected ;  and  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the 
motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  instructions ; 
and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

An  engrossed  biU  for  the  relief  of  John  Wells, 
was  read  the  third  time ;  and,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Lowndes,  the  bill  was  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  sun- 
dry documents,  containing  tne  information  re- 
quired by  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr  Lowndes 
on  the  30th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of 
Captain  Biddle,  and  the  cruise  of  the  Ontario  in 
the  Pacific  ocean ;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 
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Monday  April  10. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  additional 
documents  in  relation  to  the  cruise  of  the  sloop  of 
war  Ontario ;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  SiLSBBE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiairs,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Captain  Samuel  C.  Reid,  in  behalf  of 
himself  and  the  other  officers  and  crew  of  the 
private  armed  brig  General  Armstrong;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Tench  Francis,  deceased,"  reported  the  same,  with- 
out amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  PiNDALL  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

IUtohed9  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 


idto  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  pay* 
ment  of  pensions  in  the  eonnties,  parishes,  or  town- 
ships, in  which  tho  pensioners  reeide. 

The  resolution  was  read ;  and,  on  the  question 
to  agree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  directed  to  transmit  to  this  House 
an  account  of  the  annual  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  Department  for  Indian  Afiairs  within 
the  District  of  Columbia,  from  its  establishment 
to  the  present  time,  with  a  statement  of  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  contracts  entered  into,  and  with 
whom ;  also,  the  amount  of  moneys  due  to  the 
said  establishment,  and  by  whom  due. 

Mr.  Smyth,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs,  who  were  instructed,  on  the  28th  January 
last,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  for  the  allowance  ol  bounty  land  to  soldiers 
who  enlisted  in  the  late  war,  and  who  procured 
substitutes,  made  a  report,  that  it  is  not  expedient 
to  provide  for  the  allowance  of  the  said  bounty ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Warpield,  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency,  of  providing  by  law  for  the 
payment  ot  any  balances  due  by  the  Government 
to  collectors  of  the  internal  revenue. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Case,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Buildinfl[s  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
practicability  of  rendering  the  Hall  of  Represent- 
atives convenient  for  the  transaction  ol  public 
business. 

Mr.  Hardin  moved  that  the  select  committee 
to  which  is  referred  the  resolution  from  the  Senate 
fixing  a  period  for  the  termination  of  the  present 
session  of  Conffress,  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof.  The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Cobb  then  moved  the  following  order : 

Ordered^  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  reaolotion  from  the  Senate,  on  the  subject  of  the 
adjoamment  of  Congress,  be  directed  to  report  there- 
on to-morrow. 

The  question  was  taken.  Will  the  House  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  same,  and  determined  in 
the  negative  ? 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  William  Pancoast,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
firom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
sundry  statements  in  relation  to  the  operations  m 
the  mmt  of  the  United  States ;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

The  House  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
dav,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Storhs  in  the  chair.)  on  the  bill  concern- 
ing the  District  Banks.    [This  bill  provides— 

Sec.  1.  That  the  charters  of  all  the  incorporated  banks 
that  now  pay  specie  on  demand  be  extended  until  the 
16th  June,  1825. 

Sec.  2.  Should  any  of  said  banks  refuse  to  pay  spe- 
cie or  lawful  corrency  of  the  United  States  on  demand, 
they  are  to  pay  an  interest  of  10  per  cent  per  annum 


1811 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1811 


H.  qfR. 


Diatrict  Banks, 


ApAIL^  li£: 


until  pAyment  of  such  demand  is  made,  and  Congrtaa 
is  empowered  forthwith  to  revoke  their  charters,  and 
provide  fu^  settling  their  accounts. 

Sec  3.  No  bank  to  issne,  re-issue,  or  receive  in  pay- 
ment or  deposite,.  any  bill,  note,  dec.,  under  five  dol- 
lars, after  the  1st  January  next,  except  to  receive  such 
note  or  notes  as  may  have  been  issued  before  that  time 
in  exchange  for  current  coin  or  a  debt  due  such  bank. 
Charter  forfeited  for  offending. 

Sec.  4.  Any  officer  of  a  bank  who  shall  conceal, 
embezzle,  or  connive  at  the  concealment  or  embeazle- 
ment  of  any  property  of  a  bank,  to  be  adjudged  a  felon, 
and  imprisoned  not  more  than  ten  years,  and  fined 
not  less  than  1,000  nor  more  than  20,000  dollars— 
one  moiety  to  the  United  States,  the  other  to  the  in- 
former— all  debts  due  by  him  to  said  bank  being  first 
satisfied. 

Sec.  5.  Any  bank  ceasing  to  pay  on  demand-^no 
officer  or  director  of  said  bank  permitted  to  buy  up,  in 
person  or  by  agent,  or  receive  in  payment  any  note  or 
bill  of  said  bank  at  a  less  price  or  value  than  its  face 
purports  it  to  be  worth — for  each  offence,  to  be  impris- 
oned for  one  month,  and  pay  thrice  the  value  of  such 
bill  or  note. 

Sec  6.  The  present  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Coiom- 
bia  revoked  on  the  let  January,  1882,  and  recbartered 
on  the  same  footing  of  the  other  District  banks,  until 
the  16th  June,  1840. 

Sec.  7.  Revokes  the  charter  of  the  Franklin  Bank 
of  Alexandria,  and  provides  for  settling  their  accounts. 

Sec  8.  The  president  and  directors  of  each  bank  to 
file  their  declaration  in  writing  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  within  six  months,  assent- 
ing to  the  terms  hereby  granted,  or  to  forfeit  their 
charter,  and  settle  their  accounts,  as  allowed  the  Frank- 
lin Bank  of  Alexandria. 

Sec  9.  Prohibits  any  corporation  within  the  District 
of  Columbia,  other  than  said  bankS)  issuing  or  dis- 
counting notes  or  bills  afler  the  first  of  January  next 
«-«ay  mayor,  alderman,  councilman,  dsc,  for  each 
ofiEence  to  pay  not  less  than  100  nor  more  Uian  1,000 
doUan. 

Sec  10.  Any  person  who,  shall  sign,  countersign, 
or  endorse,  any  note,  bill,  A;c,  as  aforesaid,  in  addition 
to  said  penalty,  to  be  imprisoned  not  less  than  three 
nor  more  than  twelve  months. 

Sec.  11.  Declares  null  and  void  all  drafts,  bills,  dbc, 
given  in  payment  for  money  discounted  by  any  corpo- 
ration, contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  whether 
such  bills  are  made  payable  to  such  corporation,  or  to 
any  person  as  agent  or  trustee. 

Sec  12.  Any  mayor,  alderman,  councilman,  clerk, 
drc,  that  shall,  after  ihe  1st  of  January  next,  inue 
and  pass  into  circulation  any  biH  or  note  as  aforesaid, 
to  incur  all  said  penalties,  notwithstanding  said  note 
may  be  signed  prior  to  the  said  Ist  day  of  January. 

Sees.  13  and  14  provides  for  the  consottdsetion  of  the 
banks  of  Alexandria  into  two  bank%  with  a  capital  of 
one  million  of  dollars  each,  to  ti^e  place  by  written 
arCides  of  association,  prior  to  the  16th  of  June,  1825 ; 
provided  they  continiie  until  that  period.  Charters  to 
extend  to  the  10th  June,  1840,  subject  to  the  present 
rules,  conditions,  Stc,  of  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alez- 
andriat  and  also  to  the  rules,  conditions,  d^;.,  of  this 
act. 

Sec  15  prorides  in  a  similar  manner  for  the  consol- 
idation of  the  banks  of  Georgetown,  other  than  the 
Bank  of  Columbia,  into  one  bank,  with  a  capital  which, 
added  to  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  shall 


make  the  sum  of  two  millions  of  doHars,  and  no  _ 
subject  to  the  present  rules,  conditions,  ^cCm  oi  u 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Geoi^etown»  i:. 
also  to  the  rules,  dec,  imposed  by  this  act. 

Sec  1 6  contains  like  provision  for  the  can9(Msiio:i 
of  the  Bank  of  Washington  and  the  Psktiiotsc  Banl. 
with  a  capital  of  one  million  of  dollars. 

Sec  17  in  like  manner  extends  the  charter  €ft&s 
Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  with  permifiaion  to  aegsn: 
their  capital  to  one  million  of  dollars. 

Sees.  18  and  19  prescribe  the  modes-  of  proeeediBc 
of  such  banks  and  stockholders  as  may  or  may  t:' 
accept  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  20.  AH  banks  in  the  District,  exeepi  die  Frsai- 
lin  Bank  of  Alexandria,  £rom  and  after  filie  let  Jsst- 
ary,  1S20,  to  pay  one-sizth  of  one  per  camtam  on  h 
capital  stock,  after  netting  six  per  caaloa  lo  Hm  stodr 
holders,  to  constitute  a  school  fund  for  i^  edocati^a 
of  indigent  children  in  eadi  town.  £wh  beak,  semi- 
annually,  on  paying  their  dividenib  and  the  aibrasaid 
one*sixdi  of  one  per  centum,  to  render  en  exact  account 
of  its  condition  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary.  On 
failare  thereof^  or  an  attempt  to  defraud  the  fund 
aforesaid.  Congress  have  power  to  dec^^e  the  ckaiteri 
null  and  void. 

Sec  21.  This  act  to  be  in  force  from  and  after  th; 
passage  thereof.] 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  stnkia 
out  the  whole  of  it,  except  the  enacting  cuinse,  aii 
inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  following : 

"  That,  for  the  purpose  of  mabiing  die  ceveral  beam- 
ing institutions  within  the  Pistriistof  Coliunhiatodm 
their  business  and  concerns,  the  aeverml  dkailMsof  the 
said  banking  institutions,  as  the  same  now  exiit,i^ali 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  extended  fior  and  duiia^ 

the  term  of years,  from  and  afler  the  £nt  dsj  <?f 

June  next ;  from  and  afler  which  day,  the  >aid  teferai 
charters  of  each  and  every  banking  institntioB  within 
the  said  District  shall  cease  and  determine." 

Mr.  C  OBB  delir ered  his  sentiments  at  some  lengi':^ 
in  favor  of  this  proposition. 

When  the  reporter  entered  the  hall 

Mr.  Mebcer  was  on  the  floor.  He  was  exam- 
ining the  condition  of  the  banks  of  the  I>fstrict, 
and  comparing  it  with  that  of  others  in  ihe  United 
States ;  to  which,  he  contended,  they  stood  in  no 
disadvantageous  comparison.  He  then  proceeded 
to  reply  to  an  observation  which  had  beesi  made,  to 
the  effect  that  the  Branch  Bank  of  theUnited  Biatrs 
was  competent  to  do  aU  the  actual  traasacOon  bua- 
ness  of  the  District.  This  he  denied  on  Tarioffi 
grounds :  the  evils  of  a  moneyed  aristocracy ;  die 
distinction  of  interests  in  the  District^  nquirius 
separate  institutions  for  each ;  the  impncticmhiiitT 
of  calling  in,  within  any  reasonable  period,  the 
amount  of  debt  due  to  the  banks,  emmlly  wi\h> 
out  substitutinf  for  it  something  UEean  equai 
amount  of  haul:  capital— -which  it  could  not  be 
expected  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  wod: 
drtiw  from  the  commercial  cities  wheie  it  is  dot 
employed. 

Mr.  Wabfield  followed,  on  the  same  side  :i 
the  question.  He  denied  that  the  bank  capiul  d 
the  District  is  too  large,  when  we  take  into  vi«* 
the  great  extent  of  country  in  Virginia,  and  thr. 
portion  of  Maryland  depending  on  the  District  f.i 
a  market  for  its  produce.    No  fraud,  or  miscondcc; 
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or  T^ant  of  punctuality,  on  the  part  of  the  banks, 
had  been  alleged ;  no  petition  hjEid  been  presentea 
from  any  part  of  this  bistrict,  or  from  any  portion 
of  the  United  States,  a^inn  a  renewal  of  the 
charters  of  the  banks.  In  no  part  of  the  Union 
had  the  increase  of  population  or  the  pvoffress  of 
improvement  been  more  rapid  than  in  this  District. 
The  inhabitantB  were  an  enterprising  people,  and 
had  done  much  within  a  short  time.  Their  enter- 
prise ought  not  to  be  cramped,  nor  their  exertions 
paralvz^  by  the  destruction  of  the  banks,  4m;. 
The  branch  bank  here,  he  contended,  could  not 
be  competent  to  the  business  of  the  District ;  nor 
would  it  be  wise,  he  said,  to  make  the  interests  of 
the  banks  exclusirely  dependent  on  that  institution, 
dec.  For  these,  and  other  reasons,  he  was  opposea 
to  the  motion  l)efore  the  Committee. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cobb'b 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  negative  by  a  large 
majority. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding  to  it  a  provision  to  make  the  in- 
dividual property  of  the  stockholders  of  the  banks 
liable  for  all  the  debts  of  the  banks. 

Mr.  Mercer  remarked  that  this  provision  was 
uni»recedented  in  any  other  bank  cnarter  in  the 
United  States ;  which,  itself,  was  a  strong  ai^u- 
ment  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  McLean  defended  his  amendment.  The 
constitution  of  one  of  the  States,  he  said,  con- 
tained a  provision  that  no  bank  should  ever  be 
incorporated  therein  without  such  a  fundamental 
condition.  If  to  be  found  in  the  charter  of  no  other 
bank,  it  was  high  time  the  principle  should  be  es- 
tablished, for  reasons  which  he  urged  at  laige; 
and  neither  here,  nor  anywhere  else,  would  he  vote 
for  the  charter  of  any  bank  which  did  not  contain 
such  a  proyision. 

Mr.  Brush  objected  to  the  esc  poet  facto  opera- 
tion of  this  proposition,  as  it  would  go  to  cliaiiffe 
the  nature  or  existing  contracts.  He  had  no  ob- 
jection, he  said,  to  modify  it  so  as  to  operate  pro- 
spectively. 
Mr.  Warpicld  spoke  against  the  motion. 
Mr.  McLean  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  make 
it  take  effect  from  and  after  the  expiration  of  the 
present  charters  of  the  banks. 

Mr.  Mercer  made  some  observations  to  show 
that  such  a  provision  was  unnecessary,  and  would 
be  oppressive,  and,  therefore,  ought  not  to  be  in- 
corporated in  the  biU. 

Mr.  McLean  replied.  Among  other  argtunents, 
he  likened  banks  to  associations  or  partnerships  for 
carrying  on  mercantile  or  trading  business,  of 
which,  no  one  ever  doubted  that  every  partner  in 
the  concern  was  liable  for  the  debts  of  the  firm,  dtc. 
Mr.  Merger  acain  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Mo- 
Lean,  and  in  vindication  of  the  present  provisions 
of  the  bill  for  securing  the  due  administration  d* 
the  banks,  ^c. 

Mr.  Clay^  after  expressing  his  indisposition  to 
amend  this  bill,  understanding  it  had  hem  amn^red 
according  to  tne  wishes  of  the  people  of  the  Dis- 
trict, made  some  remarks  in  favor  or  a  prompt  dis- 
position of  this  question,  and  a  curtailment  6f  de- 
lAte,  with  a  view  to  the  shortness  of  the  reraailider 


of  the  session,  which  would  be  Idft  for  the  eontid 
eration  of  other  important  subjects. 

Mr.  Cobb,  in  the  course  of  some  remarks  in  re- 
ply to  Mr.  Clay,  said  that  the  S|>eaker  was  under 
a  mistake  in  supposing  that  this  bill  was  framed  in 
accordance  witn  the  general  wishes  of  the  people 
of  the  District. 

Mr.  Campbell  spoke  in  favor  of  the  amendment^ 
and  Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  also  made  a  few  re- 
marks upon  it. 

Mr.  Mercer  spoke  in  reply  to  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Cobb,  above  stated.  With  a  few  exceptions 
in  Alexandria,  and  the  exception  of  a  single  gen- 
tleman on  this  side  of  the  District,  he  had  heard  of 
no  dissatisfaction  of  the  people  of  the  District  with 
the  provisions  of  this  bill. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  McLean's  mo- 
tion, and  decided  in  the  negative  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. 

Various  other  amendments  were  proposed  and 
successively  rejected,  on  which  debate  took  ^ee^ 
in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Meroer  distinguishea 
himself  in  defence  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Clay  then  made  a  motion  to  amend  the  bill 
by  adding  thereto  a  new  section,  as  follows,  viz : 

«<  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  nothing  hsrein 
contained  shafi  prevent,  or  be  coaatmed  to  prevent 
CoBgreaa  from  repealing  or  modifying  the  whole  or 
aay  part  of  this  act,  wbenoTer  they  shall  think  proper." 

This  motion  was  agreed  to  without  debate  or 
opposition. 

Mr.  Metgalp  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  destroy  it. 

Mr.  Metgalf  spoke  as  follows : 

I  am  aware,  said  he,  of  the  exhausted  patience 
of  the  Committee ;  but,  as  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of 
speaking  often,  and  do  not  intend  to  speak  long,  I 
am  induced  to  claim  the  indulgence  of  members 
for  the  purpose  of  giving,  as  concisely  as  possible, 
my  views  of  this  interesting  subject. 

With  my  respected  colleague,  who  thinks  it  un- 
necessary at  this  time  to  enter  deeply  into  the  great 
principles  upon  which  those  institutions  are  found- 
ed, I  cannot  agree ;  and  only  regret  that  my  incli- 
nation is  not  Mtter  supported  by  the  qualification* 
neeessary  for  the  investigation  of  those  principles. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  very  zealously 
entreats  us  to  recharter  these  banks  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  them  time  to  wind  up  their  buaness. 
But,  since  the  rejection  of  the  amendment  whiek 
was  just  now  onered,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
bind  the  property  of  individual  stockholders,  I  am 
apprehensive  that  they  are  to  wind  up  without 
X&iinf  in  their  notes,  as  some  other  banks  of  the 
District,  which  have  been  named  by  the  gentle- 
men from  Virginia  in  debate,  have  done. 

During  this  discussion,  we  have  be^i  caUed  on 
by  gentlemen  from  various  quarters  to  regard  very 
sacredly  the  rights  of  the  people  of  this  District, 
and  not  to  sufier  our  friendly  reelings  for  the  Uni- 
ted States  Bank  to  influence  us  against  those  of 
the  District* 

It  is  my  sincere  desire  to  deal  tenderly  with  the 
rights  of  these  citizens,  and  in  all  things  to  do  them 
at  least  ample  justice,  because  they  have  no  ofber 
tribunal  to  whom  they  can  look  for  le^lative 
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protection ;  but  I  am  unwilling  to  extend  to  them 
a  privilege  which,  in  my  opinion,  should  never 
again  be  extended  to  any  portion  of  the  citizens  of 
this  Republic.  And  it  is  quite  certain  that  I  am 
not  influenced  by  feelings  of  friendship  for  the 
United  States  Bank.  From  this  institution  I  an- 
ticipate the  most  serious  evils  to  my  country.  Per- 
haps these  evils  may  never  be  found  to  exist,  ex- 
cept in  my  own  imagination ;  but  I  cannot  help 
viewing  tne  United  States  Bank  as  the  darkest 
speck  which  at  this  time  is  to  be  seen  on  the  es- 
cutcheon of  American  liberty. 

But,  sir,  if  the  able  writers  and  eloquent  states- 
men who  have  lately  disrobed  these  wicked,  these 
insidious  spectres,  and  exposed  them  naked  to  pub- 
lic view  in  all  their  deformity,  together  with  their 
practical  effects  on  society,  as  have  been  of  late 
years,  and  are  now  so  obviously^  so  manifestly  ex- 
perienced, do  not  flash  conviction  on  the  minds 
of  the  multitude,  and  arouse  them  in  opposition  to 
those  brazen-fronted  corporations,  it  will  fill  the 
enemies  of  free  government  with  joy  to  think  that 
they  have  at  least  a  plausible  pretext  for  the  asser- 
tion which  they  have  so  often  and  so  maliciously 
reiterated,  "  that  a  community  of  individuals  are 
incompetent  to  the  task  of  self-government." 

Some  of  the  ablest  pens,  and  of  the  most  elo- 
quent statesmen  and  orators  that  adorn  the  present, 
and  would  have  adorned  any  other  age,  have  at- 
tempted a  generous,  a  manly,  a  noble  resistance  to 
banking  systems  such  as  we  have  established  in 
this  Government,  with  no  one  principle  of  equity 
or  of  justice  in  them.  Sparks  of  fire  have  been 
elicited  and  sent  forth  in  burning  streams  among 
the  people.  And  is  it  true  that  they  cannot  l^ 
aroused  from  their  apathy  ?  I  hope  it  is  not  true. 
I  trust  the  materials  are  combustible,  and  that  a 
sacred  glow  of  patriotism  will  at  last  li^ht  up  their 
souls  J  and  that  a  love  of  virtue,  of  justice,  of 
equality,  and  of  all  the  genuine,  but  violated  prin- 
ciples of  this  happy  Grovemment,  will  determine 
them  to  resist  the  bold  and  daring  encroachments 
made  upon  their  rights  by  banking  corporations. 

In  the  first  place,  it  does  appear  to  me  that  one 
of  the  principal  causes  of  the  many  blunders  com- 
mitted by  American  statesmen  arises  from  this 
plain  and  simple  circumstance.  They  are  too  apt 
to  look  beyond  the  waters  for  example.  They 
bring  all  their  materials  from  abroad ;  they  go  to 
monarchies,  aristocracies,  and  hierarchies ;  exam- 
ine minutely  and  critically  every  pin  and  wheel 
in  the  whole  machinery  by  which  those  Govern- 
ments operate ;  and,  as  I  think,  without  due  reflec- 
tion, attempt  the  introduction  of  this  unsuitable, 
this  unappropriate  and  unhallowed  kind  of  ma- 
chinery into  this  free  Government.  They  pluck 
from  Governments  which  were  established  for  the 
special  and  exclusive  benefit  and  advantafi^e  of 
tnose  who  govern,  of  their  minions  and  privileged 
orders,  all  the  materials  with  which  they  propose 
to  set  in  motion  a  Government  that  seeks  to  ex- 
tend its  benefits  and  advantages  alike  to  all  its 
citizens  without  distinction — all  the  materials  out 
of  which  they  propose  to  build  the  grandest,  the 
noblest,  the  most  stupendous  work  of  human  lib- 
erty, of  human  wisdom,  and  of  human  happiness. 


This  is  a  mighty  error,  and  one  that  a  little  eipr- 
rience  ought  to  correct.    Can  it  be  expected  ik 
such  adverse  principles  will  harmonize  ?     Can  r 
be  supposed  that  such  discordant  eletneccs  vih 
commingle  and  settle  down  in  a  placid  unioe  ?  To 
produce  such  a  reconciliation  would    reqoir*  zU 
the  nice,  the  subtle,  the  keen-eyed,  the  hairx-lrt- 
ting,  and  technical  refinement  of  the  present  day ; 
but  I  am  sure  it  would  baflle,  completely  baSe. 

food  old-fashioned,  practical,  solid  common  sense: 
y  the  standard  of  which  it  would  he  found  to  k 
utterly  contrary  to  the  nature  of  things. 

European  writers,  it  is  true,  have  attempted  u 
prove  the  utility  or  banking  institutions  by  the 
good  effects  which  they  are  pleased  to  saj  resulted 
from  them,  in  various  parts  of  the  old  world,  for 
the  last  six  or  seven  hundred  year&  In  Venice, 
Genoa,  Amsterdam,  France,  Eogfand,  and  in 
many  other  places,  theyr  have  made  the  experi- 
ment. And  thougn  it  is  acknowledged  that  at 
one  time  the  most  serious  and  distresing  calamity 
was  brought  upon  the  French  nation  by  one  of 
these  deceptive  institutions,  yet  it  is  insisted  that, 
with  this  exception,  and  that  of  the  South  Sea 
Company,  and  perhaps  a  few  others  of  a  simiiar 
character,  they  were  not  found  to  be  mLschievoos. 

They  tell  us  that  facilities  were  afforded  to  com- 
merce,  and  it  flourished;  that  towns  and  cida 
sprang  up  as  if  by  magic,  and  all  this.  But  thq 
do  not  tell  us  that  these  wonder-working  inputs- 
tions  extended  alike  to  all  classes  of  the  citizeos. 
under  those  Governments,  the  same  benefits,  com- 
forts, and  advantages,  to  the  multitude  who  coz&- 
posed  the  physicu  strength  of  these  nations^  as 
well  as  to  the  few  who  govern  them.  Ho  /  thdi 
historv  would  contradict  the  assertion.  We  know 
that  the  multitude  were  degraded,  poor,  and  mis- 
erable, without  either  the  prospect  or  hope  of  le- 
lief;  and  at  their  expense  the  few  rioted  m  excess 
and  in  the  most  luxurious  enjoyments. 

Then,  if  it  be  true  that  those  are  the  best  Gor- 
emments  that  dispense  the  greatest  portion  ofba- 
man  happiness,  it  does  seem  to  me  tnat  there  was, 
and  is,  a  great  deficiency  in  the  Grovenuneats  oi 
which  I  have  spoken,  their  banking  coiporalions 
notwithstanding. 

A  nation  may  erect  the  most  splendid  temples- 
walls  and  towers  of  the  most  costly  workmanship: 
pyramids,  if  you  please,  of  invisible  height  Or  it 
may  vest  its  millions  and  millions,  as  we  hare 
done,  in  one  proud  Capitol,  supported  on  its  numer- 
ous and  lofty  columns  of  polished  marUe,  and  still 
this  is  no  proof  of  a  nation's  prosperity,  or  of  the 
happiness  of  the  people.  So  may  towns  and  cities 
spring  up  by  unjustly  concentrating  the  labor  and 
resources  or  a  whole  community,  and  applying  it 
to  that  particular  purpose.  But,  I  repeat  it,  that 
instead  of  this  being  a  proof  of  a  nation's  prosperi- 
ty, or  of  the  happiness  of  the  people,  the  contrary, 
in  the  general,  is  precisely  the  fact.  These  moaa- 
ments  of  a  nation's  folly  and  extravagance,  almost 
always  take  root  in,  and  grow  out  w,  oppressioai' 
Just  such  oppression  as  the  banks  of  which  I 
have  spoken,  and  all  others  which  may  have  been 
established  on  similar  principles,  had  the  power  oi 
inflicting,  and  did  inflict  on  the  multitude. 
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To  what  class,  according  to  political  writers, 
does  this  privileged  order,  who  are  incorporated 
into  a  paper  aristocracy,  or,  if  yoa  nlease,  into  a 
moneyed  aristocracy,  belong  ?  Surely  not  to  the 
productive  classes.  They  produce  nothing  sub- 
stantially or  intrinsically  valuable  to  the  comznu- 
nity^  we  all  know.  They  barely  serve  to  put  in 
motion  a  machine,  which,  by  its  silent  and  secret 
manoeuvering  and  contrivance,  has  the  power 
most  artfully  to  transfer  the  substance,  the  earn- 
ings, and  property^  of  those  who  are  productive,  to 
the  sole  use,  benefit,  and  behoof  of  themselves,  and 
of  other  idle  consumers. 

As  a  late  and  able  writer  of  Virginia  has  very 
justly  said  on  this  subject,  "  These  corporations 
'  have  the  power  to  apply  their  law-chartered  tubes 
*  to  the  great  body  ot  those  whose  labor  is  produc- 
'  tive,  and,  unperceiyed,  to  draw  away  their  sub- 
'  stance,  as  the  vampire  is  said  to  suck  the  blood  from 
'  those  who  are  asleep."  Dr.  Smith,  however,  has 
amused  us  with  a  very  ingenious  and  fanciful  de- 
scription of  banks.  And  as  he  is  from  beyond  the 
waters — a  subject  of  the  good  old  mother  country — 
consequently  his  work  must  be  more  entitled  to  our 
serious  consideration  than  the  work  of  the  writer 
of  whom  I  have  just  now  spoken,  than  the  son  of 
Virginia — ^that  truant  daughter  oi  this  same  good 
old  mother. 

The  right  fanciful  Doctor  has  told  us  of  roads 
leading  to  and  from  the  banks,  through  the  air, 
where  carriages  might  run,  (and  I  presume  he 
might  have  said  with  at  least  the  rapidity  of  a 
vdocipede.)  But  these  doctrines  are  not  suited  to 
a  plain,  homespun,  matter-of-fact  republican  peo- 
ple. Is  it  not  less  hazardous  for  republicans  to 
travel  on  the  ground  ?  Be  it  mountainous  or  level, 
rocky  or  smooth,  give  me  good  old  terra  firma. 

Besides,  I  do  not  think  it  fair  that  the  multitude 
should  be  taxed  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  a 
balloon,  and  gas,  and  whatever  else  may  be  neces- 
sary for  these  airy  travellers,  without  participating 
in  their  enjoyments ;  and  I  do  most  seriously  dread 
the  consequences  about  the  time  they  are  (loomed 
to  li^ht !  For  human  bodies  to  fly,  is  nothing — 
nothing  at  all.  Perhaps  a  republican  might  fly. 
But,  how  is  he  to  light  ?  There  lies  the  rub ! 
And,  depend  upon  it,  that  sooner  or  later,  these 
aerial  voyagers  must  light :  and  a  sore  fall  they 
will  have  of  it,  either  to  themselves  or  to  those 
upon  whose  heads  they  happen  to  descend,  or  to 
both. 

However,  in  a  government  composed  of  privile- 
ged orders,  and  set  in  motion  by  that  awkward  and 
ul  contrived  machinery  caU^  checks  and  balances, 
a  banking  institution  mieht  be  less  mischievous. 
If  properly  poised,  it  might  enable  the  commercial 
interest  to  cneck  the  usurpations  of  a  feudal  aris- 
tocracy. But  even  then  it  would  soon  become  the 
task-master  of  the  manufacturer,  and  all  others 
under  its  control,  as  the  feudal  baron  is  the  task- 
master of  the  actual  tiller  of  the  soil. 

Again,  sir :  I  hold  the  doctrine  which  I  have 
somewhere  seen  to  be  undeniably  true :  "  that  all 
those  who  identify  themselves  with  banks  not 
founded  on  principles  of  mutual  justice  and  secu- 
rity, have  an  interest  adverse  to  tne  interest  of  the 


balance  of  society ;  that  from  the  very  nature  of 
such  an  institution  it  is  doomed  to  make  continual 
and  unceasing  war  upon  the  just  rights  of  the  bal- 
ance of  society."  Now,  man  is  said  to  be  the 
creature  of  motive,  and  avarice  a  strong  and  almost 
irresistible  passion.  If,  then,  you  would  excite 
those  who  are  high  in  power  to  useful  action,  give 
them  no  interest  separate  and  distinct  from  the 
interest  of  the  balance  of  society.  Lead  them  not 
into  temptation,  for  if  you  do  you  have  not  the 
power  to  deliver  them  from  evil.  And  those  who 
are  thus  situated  will  soon  become  too  arrogant  to 
ask  that  deliverance  from  Him  who  alone  has  the 
power  to  ffrant  it.  By  the  establishment  of  a  bank, 
such  as  this  which  we  have  nicknamed  (if  it  be 
not  treason  to  mention  it)  the  "United  States 
Bank,"  with  its  various  branches  extending  to  the 
different  States,  the  interest  of  the  highest  officers, 
Executive,  Legislative,  and  JudicLal,  both  of  the 
General  and  State  Governments,  may  become 
identified  with  the  bank,  and  consequently  inimi- 
cal to  that  of  the  people.  Now,  I  confess  that  I 
do  not  like  to  see  the  most  exalted  and  virtuous 
characters  thus  situated;  and  I  consider  it  very 
bad  policy  so  to  place  them. 

There  is  anotner  objection^  and  one  which^  in 
my  humble  opinion,  ou^ht  of  itself  to  be  sufficient 
to  prevent  the  introduction  of  banks  into  any  coun- 
try :  I  allude  to  banks  established  on  similar  prin- 
ciples, and  vesting  the  managers  with  similar  pow- 
ers to  those  which  have  heretofore  been  established 
by  this  or  by  any  of  the  State  governments,  as  far 
as  my  knowledge  of  them  extends.  They  destroy 
all  stability  in  tne  price  or  value  of  property.  The 
managers  of  these  mints  can  mingle,  alloy,  or  pu- 
rify the  currency  at  pleasure ;  they  can  enhance 
or  depreciate  the  value  of  property  at  will :  they, 
and  they  alone,  know  when  to  buy  and  wnen  to 
sell,  so  as  to  make  the  most  advantageous  specula- 
tions :  they  may  keep  the  prices  of  property  con- 
tinually cnangmg  and  fluctuatinj^,  the  better  to 
deceive,  cheat,  and  defraud  the  citizen  out  of  that 
property.  Not  to  have  a  uniform  standard  of 
weights  and  measures  is  a  most  distressing  evil  in 
any  country ;  but  by  no  means  so  distressing  as 
that  of  a  fluctuating  bank  currency.  No,  1  know 
of  no  evil  so  compucated,  or  of  equal  magnitude 
to  that  which  is  so  snugly  wrapt  up  in  a  legal 
mantle ;  so  completely  hidden  and  concealed  from 
public  security.  How  are  your  industrious  and 
productive  classes  to  ^ard  against  the  effects  of 
these  terrible  institutions?  They  cannot  repose 
in  safety  under  them:  they  must  abandon  tneir 
useful  avocations,  and  keep  their  eyes  (if  I  may  be 
permitted  to  use  a  military  phrase)  contimudly 
turned  upon  the  fugleman ;  they  must  become  in- 
timately acquainted  with  the  arts  and  manage- 
ment of  this  dextrous  juffgler,  by  way  of  self-de- 
fence; and  in  doing  so,  they  cease  to  be  virtuous, 
useful,  or  productive :  they  become  infected  with 
poison,  and  in  their  turn  begin  to  cheat  and  swin- 
dle— and  thus  the  whole  society  becomes  corrupt 

If  you  would  have  a  virtuous  and  patriotic  peo- 
ple, create  no  privileged  orders.  Protect  individ- 
ual industry  and  enterprise.  GKve  no  one  class  of 
your  citizens  any  advantages  over  the  next ;  and 
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they  will  all  of  them  rally  around  the  standard  of 
liberty  and  equality  in  times  of  danger.  Yes ;  of 
liberty  and  equality,  terms  much  abused  here,  as 
well  as  they  have  been  in  France  and  elsewhere ; 
but,  like  the  Christian  religion,  which  has  also 
been  much  abused  everywhere ;  yet  it  is  not  the 
less  tnie  or  the  less  righteous  in  itself,  on  that  ac- 
count. Then  do  not  infer  that  I  am  in  favor  of  a 
system  of  levelism  as  it  it  is  called.  Or  that,  like 
ambitious  Csesar.  I  would  be  in  favor  of  the  pas- 
sage of  agrarian  laws.  I  would  not  take  one  cent 
from  the  mdustrious  and  frugal  economist  for  the 
purpose  of  dividing  it  with  the  idle  and  worthless 
prodigal.  No;  but  I  would  have  the  Government 
to  speak  to  all  its  citizens,  as  the  just  parent  does 
to  all  his  children ;  where  there  are  no  laws  of 
primogeniture,  of  the  good  things  of  this  life,  give 
to  each  an  equal  portion ;  the  same  protection,  the 
same  benefits  and  advantages  in  all  things,  to  each 
should  be  generously  extended ;  and  under  Provi- 
dence let  the  success  and  prosperity  of  each  de- 
pend upon  himself.  These  are  the  principles  that 
constitute  the  pride  and  the  glory  of  the  American 
Republic — principles  that  ought  to  be  cherished, 
that  ought  to  be  engraven  on  the  heart,  that  ou^ht 
to  be  indelibly  impressed  on  the  mind  of  every  sm- 
cere  friend  to  the  perpetuation  of  republican  lib- 
erty in  its  purity. 

When  Mr.  M.  had  concluded — 

The  question  was  taken  on  asreein^  to  his  mo- 
tion, and  decided  in  the  negative  without  a  di- 
vision. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  as  amended. 

The  amendment  (moved  by  Mr.  Clay)  agreed 
to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  McLean  renewed  the  amendment  which 
he  proposed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  this 
variance,  that  the  individual  liability  of  the  stock- 
holder was  now  proposed  to  be  confined  to  the 
amount  of  stock  held  oy  him. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  some  debate,  in  which 
Messrs.  McLean,  Mercer,  Brush,  and  Hardin, 
to<^  part. 

After  which  the  motion  was  negatived ;  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing without  any  other  amendment  than  that  moved 
by  Mr.  Clay. 


Tuesday,  April  11. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  annex  certain 
lands  within  the  Territory  of  Michigan  to  the  land 
district  of  Detroit;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  be  ^grossed  and  read  a  third  time  on 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Andbrson,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  hill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Perry  ; 
wnich  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  better 
organization  of  the  Treasury  Department,''  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment,  and  the  bill 


was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  IVbole  > 
morrow. 

Mr.  Smyth,  from  the  Military  Coiumittee  n: 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediesc r  4 
providing  a  more  effectual  remedy  stga'vasi  iih^ 
tinff  in  the  Army  and  Navy  and  in  the  Oislrir/  a' 
Columbia,  made  a  report,  in  which   they  rtitt 
"that  they  consider  the  existing  Law  as  aaplr 
sufi&cient,  if  executed,  to  repress  daeHing  ia  c/ 
Army."  and  they  therefore  ask  to  be  dischai;^: 
from  further  inquiry  on  the  subject.     The  itycr 
was  adopted  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Smyth,  from  the  same  committee^  mai? 
report  on  the  memorial  of  Nathan i^  Hall  L-.r- 
inff,  Thomas  Ragland,  Charles*  Rutledge  Holme*. 
Charles  R.  Vinin^,  and  Wilson  M.C.  Pair^Lx,  iau 
cadets  at  the  Military  Academy  at  Wat  Point 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  commitiee  uppointed 
on  the  petition  of  Joseph  £.  Blooii^eld,  oo  b«^ 
half  of  Richard  S.  Hackley,  made rqnft thereon ; 
which  was  read,  when  Mr.  S.  rqaorted  a  \nW  (or 
the  relief  of  Richard  S.  Hackley ;  which  was  lead 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to*morrow. 

Mr  Robert  Moore,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  petition  of  John  Wehsler,  mtC: 
a  report  thereon,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  M. 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said  John  Web- 
ster ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  lo  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hous* 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  foikwias 
titles,  to  wit :  ^'An  act  to  authorize  the  ereciion  c4 
a  lignthouse  on  one  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals  near 
Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire;"  and  "'Aa  art 
declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  am  act  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,"  passed  the  19th  of  DecembeT. 
1818 ;  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  co&carrence  oi 
this  House. 

The  said  bilb  were  read  twice  and  sereraiiy  rf- 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Conunerce. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  from  the  Seaaif;  en- 
titled '^An  act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  passed 
on  the  20th  day  of  April,  1818,  e&tided  'An  act 
supplementary  to  an  act  entided  AnacttOR^ale 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  aad  tonnage,* 
passed  the  second  day  of  March,  1799,''  be  db- 
charged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  saui 
bill ;  and  having  amended  the  same,  the  ameod- 
ment  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bjJi 
read  a  third  time  to*morrow. 

An  engrossed  biU,  entitled  *^An  act  to  alter  the 
times  of  the  session  of  the  circuit  and  diatiic: 
courts  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  ct 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Cc- 
iumbian  Institute,  established  for  the  promotioB  I'f' 
arts  and  sciences  in  the  City  of  Washington.  Th«^ 
bill  was  reported  with  an  amendment,  which  wi> 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Cook  moved  further  to  amend  the  said  btit 
by  adding  thereto  the  following  proviso : 
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^  And  pnmded  further^  That  wbeaeTer  the  same 
mty  be  reqaired  for  the  public  use,  that  their  right 
shall  cease  and  expire." 

And  on  the  qaestion  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative.  The  bill  was  then 
further  amended:  when  Mr.  Cocke  moyed  that  the 
said  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely ;  which  motion 
being  rejected,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engross^, 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  rest  of  the  da^  was  occupied  in  Committees 
of  the  Whole,  in  which  the  following  mentioned 
bills  were  taken  up  and  ordered  to  be  enfiprossed  for 
third  readings  to-morrow,  viz:  A  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Stephen  Baxter;  a  bill  authorizing  the  sale 
of  a  part  of  the  glebe  of  Rock  Creek  Church : 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McGrew,  Richard 
Cravat,  Hardy  Perry,  and  Beley  Cheney ;  a  bill 
for  the  rdief  of  the  representatives  of  Henry  Wil- 
lis ;  a  biJJ  for  the  relief  of  Angus  O.  Prazer  and 
others;  a  bill  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  to 
James  Shields :  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josepn  Bruce ; 
a  bill  for  the  x-elief  of  Ann  Mclntire,  admmistratriz 
of  Andrew  Mclntire ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Abijah  Hunt  and  William  G.  Forman ; 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Withers ;  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Daniel  Converse  and  Gfeorge  Miller; 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  John  Heaps, 
deceased ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Bickley 
and  Catherine  Clark;  a  bill  for  issuing  letters  pat- 
ent to  Henry  Burden. 

The  following  nientioned  bills  also  passed  through 
Committees  of  the  Whole,  and  were  subsequently 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  in  the  House,  viz :  A 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Hall,  late  Margaret 
McKenzie ;  a  bill /or  the  relief  of  Berryman  Green, 
administrator  of  Samuel  Kerby,  deceased;  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  General  James  Wilkinson. 

Mr.  CocKE,  from  the  managers  at  the  confer- 
ence, on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
on  one  of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
military  appropriation  bill,  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee of  conference  had  met,  conferred,  and  were 
unable  to  come  to  any  agreement  on  the  subject. 
The  report  was  reacf,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 


Wbiknbsday,  April  12. 

Mr.  Balbwin  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Society  tor  the  eneoaragement  of  Ameri- 
can manofactum,  pmying  that  further  protection 
and  eneoaragement  may  ht  extended  to  the  manu- 
fecturing  interest  of  the  coantry  generally;  which 
was  referred  to  a  Committee  or  tne  Whole. 

Mr.  PipfOKKBY  presented  a  memorial  and  peti- 
tion q€  snndrv  merchants  and  underwriters,'  ot  the 
city  of  CluiTleston,  in  South  Carolina,  prayiujg; 
compensation  for  spoliations  committed  on  their 
lawral  conuaoeree,  ny  (bruisers  under  the  French 
flag,  between  the  year  1793  and  the  year  1800, 
their  ckims  to  which,  upon  the  Government  of 
France,  for  indemnity,  were  abandoned  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  in  the  convention  of  the 
30th  ^  September,  1800;  which  memorial  and 
petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 


that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^'  An  act 
supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  ooacem- 
ing  navigation ;"  in  which  bill  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
continue  in  force  the  act  passed  on  the  20th  day 
of  April,  1818,  entitled  *An  act  supplementary  to 
an  act  entitled  An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  passed  the  2d  day 
of  March,  1799,"  was  read  the  third  time  as 
amended.  Whereupon,  the  said  bill  was  further 
amended,  by  unanimous  consent.  The  question 
was  then  taken,  ShaU  the  said  bill  pass,  as  amend- 
ed ?  and  passed  in  the  afi&nnative.  The  title  of 
the  bill  was  then  amended,  by  adding  thereto  the 
words :  "and  for  other  purposes." 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  Columbian  Institute, 
established  for  the  promotion  of  arts  and  sciences, 
in  the  City  of  Washington ;  an  act  to  authorize 
the  sale  of  part  of  the  glebe  of  Rock  Creek  Church, 
in  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Bax- 
ter, late  paymaster  of  the  third  regiment  of  New 
York  volunteers ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
McGrew,  Richard  Cravat.  Hardy  Ferry,  and 
Beley  Cheney ;  an  act  for  tne  relief  of  Angus  O. 
Frazer,  and  others ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Bruce ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Abijah 
Hunt,  and  William  Gordon  Forman ;  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  Thomas  C.  Withers ;  an  act  for  the 
relief  of  Daniel  Converse  and  George  Miller;  an 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  John  Heaps,  de- 
ceased; an  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Bickley 
and  Catharine  Clark,  administratrix  of  John  Clark, 
deceased;  an  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  issue  letters  patent  to  Henry  Burden — ^were 
severally  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  giving  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  James  Shields,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  the  question  was  stated,  shall 
it  pass?  When  Mr.  Cocke  moved  that  the  said 
bill  be  postponed  indefinitely ;  which  motion  being 
reiected,  the  question  was  then  taken,  Shall  the 
bill  pass?  and  passed  in  the  afiirmative. 

The  engrossed  bills  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
reiMresentatives  of  Henry  Willis,  and  for  the  reuaf 
of  Ann  Mclntire,  were  severally  read  a  third  time ; 
and  the  first  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robsbtsoii, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table;  and  the  second,  (m 
moti(m  of  Mr.  Campbell,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  report  made  yesterday  by  the  Committee 
on  Military  Afiairs,  on  the  memorial  of  Nathaniel 
Hall  Loring,  Thomas  Ra^land,  Charles  Rutledse 
Holmes,  Charles  R.  Vinmg,  and  Wibion  M.  C. 
Fairfax,  late  cadets  at  the  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point,  was,  on  motion,  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  ^ititled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Piatt,"  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 
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Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
offered  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  ww 
referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  '*  further  to  amend 
the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States/'  report,  (bat 
they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration.  The 
bill  pioposes  to  form  the  district  of  East  Tennessee 
and  that  of  West  Tennessee  into  one  circuit;  and  to 
appoint  a  judge  for  the  same  circuit,  with  a  salary  of 
three  thousand  doll  an  a  year,  and  with  all  the  powers 
of  a  circuit  judge  within  the  circuit  so  established. 
The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  inex- 
pedient to  make  such  an  innovation  upon  the  existing 
judicial  system.  It  will  probably  become  necessary, 
at  no  very  distant  time,  to  make  some  general  change, 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  committee  think  -no  par- 
tial alteration  ought  to  be  permitted  essentially  incon- 
sistent with  the  present  arrangement,  and  difficult  to 
reconcile  with  any  future  systematic  measure.  Such 
would  be  the  proposed  establishment  for  the  districts 
of  Tennessee.  The  committee,  therefore,  respect- 
fully recommend  to  the  House  not  to  concur  ii^  the 
said  bill. 

The  bill  and  report  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

The  bill  "  concerning  the  banks  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,"  was  read  a  third  time;  and  the 
question  being  stated — "  Shall  the  bill  pass  ?" 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  until  the 
next  session  of  Congress^  on  the  ground  as  well  ot 
op|)osition  to  incorporating  anew  so  much  bank 
capital,  as  of  a  doubt  whether  the  bill  was  accept- 
able to  the  people  of  the  District  generally.  He 
added  that  there  was  no  occasion  lor  haste  on  the 
subject,  inasmuch  as  none  of  the  charters  of  the 
present  banks  would  expire  before  the  4th  dav  of 
March  next ;  and  there  would  be  time  enougn  at 
the  next  session  of  Congress  to  act  upon  the  sub- 
ject 

Mr.  CuLPEPER  hoped  the  motion  for  postpone- 
ment would  not  prevail.  It  was],true,  he  said,  that 
the  charters  of  the  banks  would  not  expire  before 
the  next  session  of  Congress ;  but  it  was  equally 
true,  that,  under  the  apprehension  that  the  charters 
would  not  be  renewea,  curtailments  of  their  debts 
would  necessarily  be  made,  which  in  these  times 
would  produce  much  distress  among  the  people. 
It  had  been  said,  that  the  Branch  Bank  of  the 
United  States  could  furnish  sufficient  bank  accom- 
modation for  the  people  of  the  District.  Mr.  C. 
said  it  could  not  do  it,  and,  if  it  could,  he  was  not 
willing  to  put  the  people  of  the  District  wholly 
into  the  nower  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Mercbr  opposed  the  postponement,  with 
the  same  earnestness  which  he  had  shown  in  the 
previous  debate  on  this  subject.  With  respect  to 
the  sense  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District,  he  said 
it  was  almost  unanimous  in  favor  of  the  bill.  He 
had  scarcely  heard  the  voice  of  complaint  against 
it ;  and,  he  supposed  enough  had  appeared  to  satisfy 
any  man,  that  a  large  majority  oi  the  people  were 
in  favor  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  CoBB  said,  he  was  opposed  to  this  bill,  in 
any  shape ;  but  was  further  opposed  to  it  because 
he  believed  it  was  not  generally  acceptable  to  the 


people  of  the  District  So  far  as  it  respected  :- 
merchants,  bank  directors,  and  that  class  genets 
being  in  favor  of  this  bill,  he  had  no  doubt  of  vt 
fact  It  is  their  bill,  said  Mr.  C. — ^it  is  to  ihar  i:- 
terest  that  it  should  pass.  But,  if  he  'were  to  re- 
capitulate all  that  he  had  heard  a^^nst  tk  M,  i: 
would  take  up  more  time  than  he  "was  wiLaf  to 
consume.  He  knew  the  gentleman  from  Yiiiaia 
was  mistaken,  when  he  said  there  mras  no  di^^- 
in^  voice,  on  this  subject,  among  the  people  of  t> 
District  Mr.  C.  said  he  had  spoken  'with  as  rr 
spectable  men  as  any  in  the  District,  who  had  tuk 
him  there  was  now  too  much  bank  capital  in  tk 
District,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  reducei.  Ohjec- 
tions  to  this  bill,  indeed,  had  reached  him  in  vahoe 
ways ;  he  had  received  a  variety  of  aoonymosi 
letters  on  the  subject,  and*  so  far  from  every  pers& 
being  in  favor  of  it,  he  believed  there  were  very 
many  opposed  to  it 

Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  take  a  nnerai  view 
of  the  question  mvolved  in  the  biL  lie  adverted 
to  the  dissatisfaction  which  had  genesaliYpievaiied 
in  regard  to  the  state  of  the  cunoicv  ;  wVuch,  it 
was  universally  admitted,  had  proceeded  from  tk 
multitude  of  banks  of  recent  creation  in  the  cons- 
try,  whose  paper  did  not  circulate  beyond  their 
immediate  vicmity .  And,  yet,  what  was  the  Hoos 
about  to  do  ?  To  renew^  in  this  District,  the  ctoses 
which  iiad  produced  this  derangement  of  the  cur- 
rency. Nay,  more,  it  was  proposed  hy  this  bill,  to 
increase  the  capital  of  these  banks  (com  five  aod  a 
half  to  six  millions  of  dollars.  Let  us,  sa»i  he. 
set  the  example  of  a  better  policy  than  that  d  the 
adjoining  States ;  and,  by  the  by,  he  said,  it  wis 
distinctly  understood  they  were  getting  sickenoioik 
of  this  bank  system.  And  what  he  asked,  ociud 
the  people  of  this  District  possibly  iraat  widi  so 
mucn  bank  capital  ?  Not  for  coaunerce--«  hogs- 
head of  tobacco,  or  a  load  of  flour,  in  the  citj. 
would  gratifv  any  man's  eyes.  Commerce  hot 
was  out  of  tne  question :  every  thing  done  km 
was  a  mere  huckstering  business.  But,  he  said,  if 
this  bank  capital  was  granted,  it  must  be  toned  to 
profit,  and  employed  in  something  ebe  besides 
commerce,  &c.  He  had  heard,  indeed,  thaialmost 
all  the  valuable  property  in  the  city  was  alreadv 
mortgaged  for  bank  accommodation.  Mr.  C.^s 
plan,  in  fine,  was,'  to  let  the  charters  of  these  banks 
expire,  allowing  them  five  years  to  wind  np  thdr 
affairs.  The  Branch  of  the  United  States'  Baik 
could  issue  capital  enough  for  the  cireoJation  vd 
business  of  the  District  He  shouldi  he  said,  if 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  were  now  before 
the  House,  vote  against  its  estabUshmeat,  because 
he  had  serious  doubts  about  the  consdtatioDaUty 
of  it;  but  that  was  perhaps  the  onlv  Kason-4or. 
say  what  you  please,  its  paper  is  toe  only  paper 
that  will  answer  your  purposes,  being  everywhoe 
at  par.  The  paper  of  all  other  banks  was  uneff* 
rent  at  a  certain  distance  from  their  location;  u^ 
he  was  unwilling,  by  voting  for  this  bill,  to  do  aay 
thing  to  perpetuate  such  a  state  of  things. 

Mr.  Warfibld  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  di^ 
cussion  on  the  third  reading  of  this  bill,  afte  vhil 
had  taken  place  on  it  in  Committee  of  the  YfhcAt 
He  disclaimed  any  interest  in  the  bill,  but  tfaa^ 
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which  arose  from  his  ohservation  of  the  extensive 
business  of  thb  District,  and  his  knowledge  of  the 
meritorious  character  of  its  population,  wnich  in- 
duced him  to  support  this  bill.  Nor  had  the  ar- 
guments of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  at  all 
affected  his  views  of  the  subject.  With  regard  to 
the  disorder  of  the  circulating  medium,  Mr.  W. 
went  on  to  say,  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  paper 
of  this  District,  in  which  there  was  so  much  con- 
fidence that  it  circulated  everywhere  freely,  as 
far  as  his  knowledge  extended.  With  regard  to 
the  bufiiness  and  trade  of  this  District,  certainly 
the  ffentleman  could  not  have  given  himself  the 
trouble  to  ascertain  the  real  fact.  The  exports 
from  this  District,  he  believed,  exceeded  those  of 
the  State  of  Connecticut.  During  the  Winter 
season,  as  many  as  ten  thousand  barrels  of  flour 
had  arrived  at  tnis  place  in  the  course  of  one  day ; 
and  the  citizens  were  extensively  engaged  in  the 
trade  of  that  and  other  articles  for  exportation. 
He  had  not  prepared  himself  with  statements  to 
prove  it,  but  ne  knew  it  misht  be  shown  that  this 
capital  was  necessary — and,  beinff  now  in  exist-- 
ence,  he  was  sure  it  would  be  productive  of  great 
inconvenience  to  abolish  it,  d«.  With  regard  to 
the  opinion  of  the  people  of  the  District  on  the 
subject  of  this  bill,  he  believed,  from  the  conversa- 
tions he  had  held  with  them  on  the  subject,  that  a 
large  majority  of  them  were  in  favor  oi  the  bUl. 

Mr.  Browi?  said,  if  the  capital  had  been  re- 
duced to  a  reasonable  amount,  he  should  have  no 
objection  to  granting  new  charters  for  so  many 
banks  as  should  appear  necessary.  But  he  thought 
the  proposed  amount  too  large ;  and,  as  the  char- 
ters of  the  present  banks  would  not  expire  until 
the  end  of  tne  next  session  of  Congress,  he  could 
see  no  great  inconvenience  which  was  likely  to 
result  from  the  postponement  of  the  bill.  He  was 
therefore  in  favor  oi  postponing  it. 

Mr.  RoBBBTsoN  was  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
this  bill,  believing  it  to  be  the  wish  of  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  this  District  that  it  should 
pass.  With  respect  to  those  who  had  been  so  im- 
portunate against  it  in  their  letters  to  Mr.  Cobb, 
why,  Mr.  R.  asked,  if  their  motives  were  correct, 
had  they  withheld  their  names  ?  Mr.  R.  assigned 
various  reasons  why,  in  his  opinion,  the  bill  ought 
to  pass.  If  it  did  not  pass  at  the  present  session, 
he  said,  it  would  become  the  duty  of  the  banks  to 
call  in  their  debts,  and  thus  oppress  the  people. 
Was  the  House,  he  asked,  disposed  to  increase  the 
distress,  which,  from  the  pressure  of  the  times,  the 
people  of  this  District  feel  in  common  with  their 
feilow-citizens?  As  to  postpone  this  biU  to  the 
next  session  would  be  to  inflict  an  irreparable  in- 
jury on  the  people  of  this  District,  he  rdt  himself 
oound  to  oppose  the  motion  for  postponement. 

Mr.  Foot  said,  if  he  believed  it  would  be  to  the 
interest  of  the  people  of  this  District  to  extend  the 
charters  of  the  banks,  he  would  vote  for  doinf  so. 
He  would  do  it  even  if  he  believed  it  to  be  their 
wish.    His  acquaintance  in  the  District  was  not 

8 [tensive,  but  he  had  not  heard  a  single  voice  in 
vor  of  the  bill.  And  why  had  not  the  voice  of 
(lie  people  been  heard  a^inst  it  ?  Have  you  ever 
iieard,  said  he,  the  voice  of  Uie  peo]4e  raised 
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against  a  bank  placed  in  the  midst  of  them  ?  No. 
Under  such  circumstances  they  are  held  in  ^'dur- 
ance  vile;"  the  banks  hold  a  rod  over  them,  and 
their  opinions  are  suppressed.  His  object  was  to 
give  the  people  an  opportunity,  during  the  recess, 
to  examine  tnis  subject  and  judge  for  themselves. 
The  amount  of  bank  capital  in  this  District  was 
excessive.  If  gentlemen  would  cast  their  eyes 
over  this  city  they  would  find  that  the  interest  of 
the  people  had  not  been  much  benefited  by  it — ^the 
city  beinff  covered  with  premature  ruins  and  half- 
finished  nouses,  d^ ^which  he  attributed  to  the 

quantity  of  bank  capital  employed  in  it.  No  in- 
jury, he  said,  could  result  from  a  postponement  oi 
this  subject  till  the  next  session  of  Congress.  It 
was  true,  it  had  been  said,  that  some  of  the  char- 
ters would  expire  at  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
Congress.  Congress  would  no  doubt  give  the 
banks  more  time ;  but  should  four  of  the  charters 
be  then  permitted  to  expire,  there  would  vet  re- 
main nine  banks  in  the  District,  which  he  tnought 
was  quite  enough. 

Mr.  Habuin  was  opposed  to  the  postponement 
of  this  bUl.  If,  said  ne,  the  banks  are  not  to  be 
rechartered,  tell  the  people  so  now.  For  what 
object  is  the  bill  to  be  postponed  7  That  the  peo- 
ple of  the  District  may  examine  the  subject  and 
embody  their  opinion,  has  been  said.  How  long, 
said  Mr.  H.,  has  this  subject  been  before  the  House 
at  this  session?  About  four  months.  In  some 
shape  or  other,  it  was  also  before  Congress  at  its 
two  last  sessions.  Three  years  it  has  been  agi- 
tated. If  this  was  not  time  enough  for  the  people 
to  make  up  their  minds  on  it,  the  few  months  of 
the  recess  would  not  afford  them  time.  This  mo- 
tion for  postponement  was  in  fact  nothing  but  a 
left-handed  way  of  defeating  this  bill.  The  conse- 
quence of  its  success  would  be  oppression  and  ruin 
on  a  large  portion  of  the  people,  and  inordinate 
speculations  would  be  made,  on  the  other  hand,  by 
those  who  were  not  willing  to  give  their  names  to 
the  gentleman  from  Greorsia,  (Mr.  Cobb.)  Men 
may  be  able  to  pay  what  they  owe  by  selling  their 
poperty;  but  when  all  are  sellers  and  none  are 
Duyers,  property  must  be  sacrificed  at  least  fifty 
per  cent,  below  its  value--and,  in  a  few  years,  in- 
stead of  this  city  looking  like  an  assemblage  of 
ruins,  as  one  gentleman  had  said  of  it,  we  shall 
hardly  be  able  to  find  where  it  is.  Mr.  li.  said  he 
had  not  been  long  acc^uainted  with  the  city;  but, 
since  he  had  known  it,  it  had  greatly  improved, 
and  he  hoped  before  long  to  see  it  as  splendid  a 
city  as  the  capital  of  a  commercial  ana  agricul- 
tural— and,  as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Baluwin)  would  have  it,  manufacturing 
country  ought  to  be.  If  this  were  a  question,  in 
the  first  instance,  whether  these  banks  should  be 
chartered,  he  should  vote  against  it.  If  it  were  a 
question  whether  a  bank  should  be  chartered  with- 
in the  United  States,  he  should  vote  against  it. 
But  that  was  not  the  question.  These  banks  have 
been  chartered,  some  of  them  twenty  years;  the 
commerce  and  business  of  the  District  is  predi- 
cated on  this  amount  of  bank  capital.  If  it  were 
abolished,  ruin  must  follow.  This  capital  was 
not,  he  said,  confined  to  the  District,  but  extended 
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its  benefits  to  the  neighboring  counties  of  Virginia  | 
and  Maryland.  Capital,  he  said  further,  would 
reeulate  itself  j  and  no  apprehension  need  be  enter- 
tamed  that  more  capital  would  be  employed  in 
banking  than  could  be  profitably  employed. — 
Again :  Mr.  H.  said  he  was  in  favor  of  recharter- 
ing  these  banks  for  a  political  consideration.  He 
had  been  opposed  to  chartering  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States — he  thought  it  too  great  an  engine 
of  power — a  great  mammoth,  which,  at  some  day 
or  other,  would  trample  under  foot  tne  liberties  of 
the  country.  As  lone^  as  this  was  in  operation,  he 
would  keep  in  being  these  banks — which  Congress 
had  undoubted  power  to  do — within  the  District 
of  Columbia ;  and,  as  long  as  they  continued  spe- 
cie payments,  they  would  form  a  sort  of  counter- 
current  to  the  overwhelming  influence  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  Let  every  other  bank 
in  the  country  be  destroyed,  and  we  are  boimd 
hand  and  foot  at  the  altar  of  this  stupendous  in- 
stitution. There  was,  in  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  he  said,  a  clause  providing 
that  Congress  should  not,  during  its  existence,  in- 
eorporate  any  new  bank.  Let  these  banks,  then, 
said  Mr.  H.,  go  out  of  existence,  and  the  power  of 
counteractinff,  in  any  degree,  the  influence  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  has  passed  out  of  vour 
hands  forever.  With  respect  to  the  sense  of  the 
people,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  had  corresponded  and  con- 
vened with  many  persons  in  the  District  on  the 
subject,  and  he  had  never  heard  a  single  objection 
to  this  bill ;  but,  as  far  as  it  had  been  spoken  of,  it 
had  been  thought  the  best  plan  for  rechartering 
the  banks. 

Mr.  Mercer  spoke  to  the  question  reffarding 
the  public  opinion,  and  stated  various  tacts  to 
show  that  from  Alexandria  there  was  evidenpe 
that  a  large  majority  of  the  population  was  in 
favor  of  the  bill ;  that  firom  Georgetown  not  a 
whisper  of  disapprobation  had  been  heard  -,  and 
that  from  Washington  he  had  heard  but  one  dis- 
sentient voice  on  tqe  subject.  With  regard  to  the 
observation  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut, 
that,  if  the  charters  of  four  banks  were  suffered  to 
expire,  there  would  yet  remain  nine,  Mr.  M-  sfud 
it  was  specious  rather  than  solid.  This  bill  pro- 
posed^ indeed,  to  reduce  them  to  six  in  numW ; 
put  if  the  reduction  were  effected  by  the  proe^ 
sMggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  the 
W:hole  of  the  debtors  of  particular  banks  would  be 
ojmre^ae^  perhaos  to  ruin,  while  the  debtors  of 
other  banks  would  wholly  escape  their  fate.  Con- 
gress had  better  refuse  to  charter  any ;  becauqe  all 
would  then  stapd  on  the  same  footing.  With  r^ 
gard  to  the  suppc^ied  oppression  of  tne  people  by 
me  banks,  was  it  ororession,  Mr.  M.  asked,  for 
the  creditor  to  induke  the  debtor?  Such  was 
the  course  of  the  banks,  and  which  the  postpone- 
ment of  this  bill  will  compel  them  to  change. 
The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had  talked  about 
the  ruins  spread  over  this  city.  Now,  Mr.  M. 
undertook  to  sav,  that  there  was  no  ruin  in  this 
city  but  what  tnat  gentleman's  predecessors  had 
made.  In  passing  daily  between  the  Capitol  and 
his  lodgings  in  Georgetown^  he  had  noticed  but 
one  ruin,  and  that  was  the  nun  of  the  building  in 


which  the  War  Ofi&ce  had  been  i^aced,  and  c 
sumed  by  fire  twenty  years  ago.  He  knew  a  - 
other  ruins  in  the  city,  except  one  ^v^hieh  ars  • 
from  the  imjwovident  speculations  of  an  icdiTi: 
ual  attempting  to  build  houses  he  "vr^ts  not  ai>/e  t 
finish,  before  there  was  a  bank  in  the  cit)--u;i 
the  ruins  of  the  Capitol,  which  mi^ht  petk^  U 
traced  to  the  failure  of  those,  who  then  represc&Kti 
the  gentleman's  constituents,  to  provide  toe  lura 
for  its  defence. 

Mr.  MosELEY  spoke  against  the  postpoatiQeijt 
He  should  not  have  risen,  he  said,  doc  for  tb^  re- 
marks of  his  colleague  and  the  gentleman  fros. 
Georgia,  one  of  whom  could  see  nothing  k' 
hucksters'  shops  in  the  city,  and  the  other  nothic: 
but  the  ruins  of  Carthage.  He  then  made  a  br.£ 
statement  of  .the  extent  of  the  commerce  of  rk- 
District ;  the  purport  of  which  mts,  that  ihe  ex- 
ports from  the  District  w<ere  dooUe  the  amoimf  oi 
the  exports  from  the  State  of  CcnneenciK,  and 
that  they  were  greater  in  amount  ^^an  those  of 
five  of  tne  States  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Liv.EKMOBV  w:as  opposed  to  the  postpone- 
m^t,  but  was  also  opposed  to  the  httL    He  die 
not  believe  it  could  be  at  all  necessaiy  to  have  a 
bank  capital  of  six  millions  oTdoUaia  m  a  distnc: 
of  the  extent  of  this,  consisting  of  several  siDdl 
towns  or  villages,  which,  put  Uoepi  together,  dii 
not  amount  to  a  very  large  trading  Iowa.  TIk 
adjoining[  country  was  not  very  extensive*  h0w- 
ever  fertile,  and  however  respectable  the  peofk 
He  would  act  upon  this  b^l,  he  said^asifhfwiert 
a  member  of  a  legislatuie  for  tiiis  Disthei:  W 
in  that  view,  he  could  never  consent  to  vote  lu  i: 
In  the  course  of  some  other  observatioBs  zgk\L^* 
the  bill,  he  enumerated  the  uses  "which  die  peopjt 
of  the  District  had  for  money,  to  peay  thnr  judiciai 
expenses,  4m3.,  and,  in  thiJs  city,  he  added,  tbey 
wanted  money  to  keep  the  ragged  .bo|s  and  ^): 
from  the  doors' of  the  Capitol,  importanipg  sli  wh. 
passed  in  and  out,  to  the  disgrace  of  the  Districi,  9u 

Mr.  Kent  next  ^pqke^gfiinst  the  indefinite posi- 
p^^emont  of  th^  bill.  If  that  motion  prani^etf*  it 
would  destroy  the  credit  of  the  banks  wit^  thii 
District,  and  w(iUld  be  the  signal  of  o|p<saoo  to 
the  people.  But,  it  had  been  said,  thai  the  United 
States'  Sank  would  furnish  capital,  if  the  House 
would  consent  to  put  down  the  bapks  MopoBed  tc 
be  re-chartered  by  ^®  bill  before  os.  The  United 
States'  Bank,  Mr.  |L.  said,  has  not  the  capital  tc 
sfi^re.  It  has  been>^nga^  for  some  time  m  ledc- 
cing  its  discounts  j  rpurtail,  curtail,  is  the  cry  fnw 
ev«y  part  of  the  country.  Ha4  the  uiother  Uu 
capital  U)  part  with;  it  would  have  seat  more  of  it 
here,  wnere  its  busmess  has  been  conducted  id  a 
correct,  8atisf{(c>Qi;y,  and  profitaUemanaer.  Ant 
as  highly  as  he  rcjspected  the  taints  and  integii^ 
of  the  gentleman  who  presided  over  that  instil 
tion,  he  feared,  from  the  mispaanagenent  of 
earl^  administration,  it  would  be  some  time  b^^ 
it  will  be  able  to  furnish  capital  for  every  part 
the  country.  But,  said  he,  what  is  the  fact  ?  Y  , 
have  a  branch  here,  with  what  capital  the  mothV 
bank  can  conveniently  part  with,  and,  notwitil 
standing  that  and  the  number  of  banks  now  in  es^ 
istence  here,  there  is  one  bank,  iS  no  move,  withii 
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this  DUtrleL  that  is  at  this  time  transacting  a 
business  as  beneficial  to  the  community,  at  least 
that  part  of  it  within  its  sphere,  and  as  advan- 
tageous to  its  stockholders,  as  any  local  bank  in 
the  United  States:  and  is  it  possible  that  this  House 
will  consent  to  put  down  an  institution  thus  sit- 
uated, to  make  the  people  of  this  District  depen- 
dent upon  a  foreign  institution,  with  the  directors 
of  whom  they  have  no  acquaintance,  of  whom  they 
have  no  knowledge,  and  who  have  not  a  common 
interest  with  them  in  the  property  and  prosperity 
of  the  place'?  For  one,  I  should  be  unwilling  to 
make  my  immediate  consti^ents,  if  they  wanted 
bank  capital,  dependent  on  a  distant  corporation 
for  it^  wbo  could  grant  or  withhold  it  at  pleasure ; 
SLod  I  am  equally  unwilling  to  impose  upon  this 
unrepreseoted  people  any  measure  that  1  should 
x«sist  being  extended  to  thoee  I  represent.  The 
capital  of  six  millions  of  dollars,  Mr.  K.  said,  was 
provided  for  this  District  in  the  charter  granted  by 
Congress  to  the  United  States'  Bank,  and  he  could 
not  suppose  it  reprehensible  in  the  committee  to 
ffive  thcoa  the  amount  of  capital  that  had  by  law 
been  a{^x>rtioned  for  them.  Again;  those  who 
vest  their  money  in  bank  capital  expect  something 
in  retnra  for  it ;  and,  if  it  is  not  wanting,  it  will 
yield  no  profit,  and  they  will  withdraw  it,  for  which 
the  bill  wovides.  But  a  miuch  larger  capital  can 
be  employed  in  this  District  than  geatlemen  sup- 
pose. The  cities  within  it  are  all  young,  and  large 
sxuoa  are  required  to  build  houses  and  bridges,  a^ 
make  roads,  streets,  and  canals;  and  the  export 
trade  of  the  District  amounts  to  upwards  of  two 
millions.  Probably,  Mr.  K.  said,  the  biU  was  as 
satisfactory  as  the  committee  could  make  it ;  a  con- 
vention oi  the  banks  of  the  District  recommended, 
at  the  last  session,  the  reduction  of  the  banks  to 
two  in  each  city,  and  that  part  of  the  bill  which 
related  to  the  City.of  Washmgton  was  a  transcript 
froia  the  bill  of  la^t  year.  Most  of  the  banks  men- 
tioned in  the  bill  were  in  existence  at  the  same  time 
as  the  old  United  States' Bank,  which  had  a  branch 
here,  and  which  did  a  good  business,  and,  he  was 
told,  wound  up  without  loss,  and  that  too  among 
a  people  who  are  said  to  have  no  profitable  em- 

Soyment  for  bank  capital ;  and,  if  they  have,  they 
iVA  always  had  too  mudi.    This  ^t  established 
the  contrary. 

Mr.  SfKUiis  said,  until  we  had  other  data  to 
go  upon,  and  a  different  experience  from  that  of 
ev^y  dav,  he  must  believe  that  the  sentiments  of 
the  gentieiiEian  from  Ckorgia  respecting  excessive 
issues  of  bank  paper  were  not  so  wild  as  some  ap- 
peared to  apprehend  them  to  be.  What,  he  asked, 
nad  caused  the  pecuniary  distress  of  the  country, 
but  the  excess  of  banking  capital^  wjhich  it  was 
now  proposed,  as  far  as  regards  this  District,  to  j^ 
charter  and  continue  in  oration  ?  The  present 
necessities  of  the  people  might  call  for  it,  but  the 
ultiinate  effect  of  suca  a  measure  must  be  to  de- 
preciate the  value  of  property,  dbc.  The  process 
of  callectioa  of  debts  due  to  the  basks  nuffht,  he 
said,  pinch  the  debtors  at  this  day :  but,  as  legisla- 
tors for  them,  it  became  Congress  to  legislate  not 
for  their  momentary  but  their  permanent  interest. 
It  was  farcical,  he  said,  to  talk  of  six  millions  of 


capital,  when  there  was  not  a  third  of  the  amount 
in  specie.  Nay,  he  asked,  did  any  gentleman  be- 
lieve there  was  a  million  of  dollars  in  the  vaults 
of  the  banks  of  the  District  ?  And  was  it  sound 
policy  to  incorporate  institutions  with  capitab 
amounting  to  six  millions,  when  it  is  known  that 
they  cannot  produce  more  than  half  a  million  of 
dollars  in  specie — perhaps  not  more  than  three 
hundred  thousand.  Mr.  S.  contended  that  it  was 
an  imposition  to  say,  that  six  millions  of  banking^ 
capital  could  be  justifiably  employed  on  so  smaU 
a  loundation  of  specie,  dbc.  It  was  eeneraJly  ad- 
n^tted,  Mr.  S.  went  on  to  ar^e,  that  Ccmmss 
had  the  power  to  regulate  the  currency  of  the 
country.  Would  it  l^  doing  so  to  pass  tnis  bill  ? 
Would  it  not  rather  be  the  means  of  disordering 
the  currency?  In  reply  to  the  argument,  that 
nearly  this  amount  had  been  used  advantageously 
for  twenty  years.  Mr.  S.  said,  that  would  appear 
more  satisfactorily  when  aU  the  debts  to  the  banks 
should  be  called  in.  He  knew  that,  in  proportion 
as  men  could  get  money,  they  would  run  in  dd>t. 
It  was  human  nature  to  do  90.  But,  said  he,  let 
the  debts  due  to  the  banks  be  paid  off,  and  see  whe- 
ther the  people  will  be  in  the  houses  they  have 
built — see  whether  they  are  the  true  owners — see 
whether  the  interest  of  the  people  has  been  pro- 
moted by  the  numerous  banks.  Mr.  S.  said  not 
They  might  indeed  ffive  a  facility  to  borrow  money, 
but  it  was  this  very  facility  which  the  House  ought 
not  to  sanction.  He  was  disposed  to  allow  to  the 
Di^strict  not  more  than  one  bank  in  each  of  the 
three  towns,  with  a  xeasonabie  capital  j  but  he  was 
not  disposed  to  grant  charters  for  this  enormous 
fictitious  capital.  He  was  not  for  postponement, 
though  against  the  bill,  because  he  wished  the  peo- 
ple to  understand  now  what  they  might  expect. 

Mr.  Co  ox  called  upon  gentlemen  to  reflect  what 
they  were  about  to  vote  for — for  a  bill  for  incor* 
porating  within  this  District  six  banks  with  a  cap- 
ital of  a  million  of  dollars  each.  He  requested 
them  also  to  examine  the  details  of  the  bill.  The 
charters  of  the  present  banks  were  referred  to,  as 
containing  the  rules  by  which  the  new  banks 
shocdd  be  governed.  Few  gentlemen^  he  presumed, 
had  examined  these  rules ;  and,  for  himself,  he  was 
not  prepared  to  vote  for  the  bill  until  they  were 
exhibited.  He  was  opposed  to  this  bill^  because  it 
proposed  too  large  an  amount  of  bank  capital  for 
this  District,  and  the  effect  of  which^  within  this 
District,  was  not  confined  to  the  District.  The 
lavish  effusion  of  paper  currency  within  the  Dis- 
trict, had  the  effect  to  enhance  themrice of  every 
article  of  life,  and  thus  to  compel  Congress  to  in- 
crease the  salaries  of  the  public  ofiScers,  dbc»  and 
tax  the  pockets  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
generally.  After  some  other  remarks,  he  said,  jie 
was  in  favor  of  extending  the  present  charters  of 
these  banks  to  give  them  time  to  wind  Dp  their  busi- 
ness ;  «nd  should  vote  against  the  postponement, 
in  the  hope  of  an  amendment  being  made  to  that 
effect. 

Mr.  McCoy  would  not  vote  for  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bill :  but  he  was  not  in  favor 
of  tne  bill  in  its  present  shape.  Six  millions  of 
capital,  he  said,  could  not  be  necessary  to  do  the 
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business  of  the  people  of  this  District ;  it  was  far- 
cical to  say  that  it  was.  This  question,  he  said, 
was  argued,  as  if  nobody  had  any  interest  or  con- 
cern in  these  banks  but  the  people  of  this  District 
For  one,  he  declared  he  bad  no  confidence  in  these 
banks.  He  had  hoped  some  gentleman  would  bare 
told  the  House  how  some  of  these  banks  had  swin- 
dled the  people.  The  paper  of  one  of  these  banks, 
be  said,  had  been  at  from  ten  to  twenty  per  cent 
discount  for  some  months;  and,  when  Congress 
assembled,  was  at  eight  per  cent,  discount.  By 
this  bill,  the  FranUin  Bank  was  permitted  five 
years  to  wind  up  its  concerns.  Mr.  M.  said  he  was 
willing  to  allow  all  the  banks  the  same  time.  The 

Siper  of  the  Franklin  Bank,  he  said,  was  now  at 
icy  per  cent,  discount  Those  persons  who  sold 
produce  in  the  District  were  obliged  to  take  such 
paper  as  was  in  circulation,  which  was  the  paper 
of  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  Some 
of  these  banks,  he  said,  had  been  rery  badly 
mana^^ed ;  and  he  was  not  willing  to  give  them 
six  millions  of  capital  for  twenty  years.  If  the 
amount  of  capital  had  been  lessened  in  the  same 
nroportion  as  the  number  of  the  banks,  he  should 
xiare  voted  for  the  bill.  Three  banks  with  a  mil- 
lion of  capital  each  would  be  abundantly  sufficient 

Mr.  Rbea  then  delivered  his  sentiments  against 
the  motion  to  postpone,  and  in  favor  of  the  bill,  at 
some  length.  If  other  banks  in  the  States  were  to 
be  put  down,  he  said,  let  the  Dbtrict  banks  also  be 

Sut  down.    But  he  saw  no  reason  for  putting  them 
own  exclusively,  to  the  great  prejudice,  and  in- 
deed to  the  utter  ruin  of  the  District,  dbc. 

The  question  to  postpone  the  bill  was  then 
taken,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive :  For  the  postponement  45,  against  it  109,  as 
follows: 

Yeas  —  Messrs.  Alexander,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
Brown,  Buffani,  Bnrwell,  Campbell,  Clagett,  Clark, 
Cobb,  Crawford,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Fay, 
Ployd,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Gamett,  Oroas  of  Penn- 
•ylTania,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hall 
<Hr  North  Carolina,  Herrick,  Hostetter,  Jones  of  Vir- 
ginia, Little,  Linn,  Maclay,  McLean  of  Kentucky, 
Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Morton,  Patterson,  Phil- 
sou,  Hankin,  Ross,  Sampson,  Settle,  Shaw,  Sloan, 
B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Tarr,  Tyler, 
and  'Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachn- 
aetts,  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer 
of  Maryland,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman, 
Bayly,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brush,  Bryan, 
Case,  Cook,  Crafts,  Crowell,  Culbretb,  Culpeper, 
Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Dennison, 
Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut, 
Ervin,  Fisher,  Folger,  Fullerton,  Gross  of  New  York, 
Hardin,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Hibshman, 
Heister,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Jones  of  Tennessee, 
Kendall,  Kent,  Kinsey,'  Kinsley,  Livermore,  Lowndes, 
Lyman,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
Mallary,  Marchand,  Mason,  Meech,  Meigs,  Mercer, 
Monell,  Moseiey,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Overstreet, 
Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinck- 
ney,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rich, 
Richards,  Ridimond,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Sawyer,  Ser- 
geant, Simkins,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  | 


of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Stevens,  Street, 
Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Tcrre^ 
Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tucker  of  Vire^nt&,  Tucker  df 
South  Carolina,  Van  Rensselaer,  Walker,  WiHace, 
Warfield,  Wendover,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Vogirus, 
and  Wood. 

So  the  hill  was  not  postponed. 

Mr.  SiMKiNS  then  moved  to  reconuxiit  thetii, 
with  instructions  to  the  committee  to  bring  ii  \ 
bill  to  establish  three  banks,  with  a  capital  not  a- 
ceeding  one  million  each,  one  in  Washington,  om 
in  Georgetown,  and  one  in  Alexanilria. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  MsRCfiB,  and 
supnorted  by  Mr.  Simkinb. 

The  question  was  taken  on  it,  and  the  presidisf 
officer  counted  73  votes  for  the  nu>tioii,  and  72 
against  it,  pronouncing  the  motion  canied. 

A  second  count  was  called;  and  it  was  then 
ordered  that  the  question  be  taken  hj  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  WAHFiBLn  delivered  an  animated  appeal  to 
the  House  against  the  proposition  of  l&x.  Siavima. 

Mr.  Mbrcer  followed,  also  in  oopositkinto  l]be 
motion,  with  his  usual  zeal  for  what  he  bdieved 
to  be  the  interest  of  the  District 

Mr.  Little  moved  to  add  to  the  instnietioDs » 
provision  requiring 

<*That  the  names  of  the  presidents  and  directavof 
said  banks  voting  ibr  each*  and  every  dividend  aide 
and  declared  by  them  respectively,  shall  be  reeorded 
in  books  kept  for  the  porpooe  by  them,  at  the  Iibm  of 
making  or  declaring  such  dividends ;  and  if  made  eai- 
trary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  presidMt  lad 
directors  giving  their  assent  to  snch  dividend  ihiU  bt 
held  liable  to  their  individaal  private  capacity." 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  thisuMad- 
ment,  it  was  determined  in  the  neg^atiya 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motkn  to 
recommit  the  bill,  with  the  instractions  proposed 
by  Mr.  Simkinb,  and  determined  in  the  negative- 
yeas  66,  nays  89,  as  follows: 

Yxis — Messrs.  Abbott,  Alexander,  Ball,  Bx^wr, 
Bateman,  Brown,  Buffiim,  Burwoll,  Bntler  oT  fftfw 
Hampahire,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Clagett,  Chit,  Mb^ 
Cook,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Cuthbert,  DarioitaB,  Ed- 
wards of  North  Carolina,  Fay,  Fisher,  Tkjl,  Foid, 
Forrest,  Hall  of  New  York,  HaU  of  Bakwaic,  Ht\l 
of  North   Carolina,  Hemphill,  Hendri^a,  Henidi, 
Heister,  Hostetter,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kinney,  liuks, 
Linn,  Maday,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Keatacky,  Mel- 
calf,  R.  Moore,  Morton,  Murray,  Newton,  Pattenon, 
Philson,  Plumer,   Richards,  Ross,  Sampson,  Settle, 
Shaw,  Simklns,  Slocumb,  B.  timilh of  Viqj^nia, 8o8ti- 
ard,  Stevens,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Wal- 
lace, Wendover,   Williams  of  North  CaroliDa,  tad 
Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  MasssdiTiielts, 
Allen  of  New  york,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Andenon, 
Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Btld- 
win,  Bayly,  Beecher,  Bloomfield, Boden,  Brash,  Bryan, 
Case,  Cocke,  Crowell,  Culbretb,  Culpeper,  CusbraiB, 
DsTidson,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Bddy,  Ed- 
wards of  Connecticut,  Brvin,  Folger,  Foot,  Fnllcr, 
Fnllerton,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  PennijV- 
▼ania,  Hardin,  Hazard,  Hibshman,  Hill,  HolDce, 
Hooks,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kent,  Lowades, 
Lyman,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware^  Mallsiy, 
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tiarehand,  Mason,  Meech,  Meigt,  Mercer,  8.  Moore, 
idoselejy  Neale^  Nehon  of  Massachasette,  Nelson  of 
iTirginia,  OTcrstreet,  Parker  of  MassachnsetU,  Parker 
»f  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Reed,  Rhea, 
licb,  Richmond,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Sawyer,  Ser- 
jeant, SiJsbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of 
ilaryland.  Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingen, 
Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
Bonth  Carolina,  Tyler,  Van  Rensselaer,  Walker,  War- 
ield.  Whitman,  and  Williams  of  Virginia. 

So  the  House  refused  to  recommit  the  bill ;  and, 
n^ithout  further  question,  the  bill  was  passed,  and 
;ent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 


Tbursday,  April  13. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War^  transmitting  a  re[)ort 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Trade,  showing 
the  amount  of  goods  furnished  annuallv,  since  the 
peace  of  1815,  to  each  Indian  trading-nouse,  with 
the  articles  received  in  exchange  or  payment 
therefor,  together  with  an  account  of  sales  of  such 
articles,  &c.,  made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of 
this  House;  which  letter  and  report  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  NfiWToif,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  erection 
of  a  lighthouse  on  one  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals, 
near  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire,"  made  a  re- 
port thereon,  proposing  sundry  amendments  there- 
to, which,  together  with  the  bill,  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :   An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  City  of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  all 
acts  heretofore  passed  for  that  purpose ;  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Alexander  Milne :  An  act  to  increase 
the  allowance  to  the  Judges  of  the  Orphans'  Court 
in  the  counties  of  Washington  and  Alexandria;  An 
act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  ascertain  and  designate  certain  boundaries ;  An 
act  to  establish  the  district  of  Pearl  River ;  and 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Prevost ; — ^in 
which  bills  they  .ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
Mr.  LivERMOSE  moved  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittees of  the  Whole  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  for  the  alteration  of  the  present 
tariff  of  duties  on  goods  imported,  with  a  view  to 
its  postponement.    But  the  motion  was  declared 
not  to  be  in  order  before  the  reading  of  the  follow- 
ing bill : 

Thereupon  Mr.  Barbour  moved  to  lay  that  bill 
on  the  table ;  which  motion  was  negatived. 

NAVIGATION  BILL. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  supplementary  to  the 
act  "concerning  navigation,"  was  twice  read,  and 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hill,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved 
to  postpone,  untU  to-morrow,  the  other  orders  of 
the  day  preceding  that  referred  to  by  Mr.  LivsR- 
liORE,  with  a  view  to  then  moving  to  postpone 
that  bill  until  the  next  session  of  Congress. 


In  support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  W.  said  the  sub- 
ject was  one  of  ^eat  importance ;  that  a  proper 
consideration  of  it  would  occupy  the  attention  of 
the  House  exclusively,  for  at  least  a  month,  and 
would  for  so  long  protract  the  session  beyond  the 
time  necessarily  to  be  devoted  to  the  consideration 
of  other  subjects.  The  Question  ought,  therefore, 
to  be  now  determined,  whether  the  House  would 
or  would  not  act  upon  the  subject  at  the  present 
session. 

Mr.  Lowndes  said  he  concurred  so  fully  in  the 
views  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  that, 
if  he  now  persevered  in  his  motion,  he  should  cer- 
tainljT  vote  for  it.  But,  as  the  decbion  of  the 
question  would  in.  fact  be  a  decision  on  the  main 
question  of  the  bill  for  the  present  session,  he 
wished  the  motion  could  be  deferred  until  to-mor- 
row, that  the  members  of  the  House  mij^ht  be  ail 
aware  of  its  agitation.  Mr.  L.  said  he  did  believe 
that,  unless  it  was  passed  without  debate,  the  bill 
in  question  could  not  be  acted  on  at  the  present 
session. 

Mr.  Williams,  assenting  to  the  wish  of  Mr. 
Lowndes,  withdrew  his  motion,  with  the  intima- 
tion that,  if  no  one  else  moved  it,  he  should  him- 
self renew  the  motion  to-morrow. 

GENERAL  WILKINSON. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  General  James  Wilkinson, 
(for  the  indemnification  of  General  W.  from  a 
judgment  obtained  a^inst  him  in  one  of  the  courts 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  in  an  action  for  false 
imprisonment,  during  the  alarm  of  Burr's  con- 
spiracyj 

Mr.  Rankin  spoke  at  large  in  favor  of  the  bill. 
He  took  an  historical  view  of  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  which  he  conceived  entitled  General 
Wilkinson  to  the  relief  proposed  to  be  given  to 
him  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  Robertson  spoke  against  the  bill,  not  so 
much  with  a  view  to  the  demerit  of  the  claimant, 
as  that  its  passage  might  serve  to  impress  the  public 
mind  unfavorauy  to  General  Adair,  as  supposing 
the  verdict  of  the  court  in  his  favor  to  have  been 
oppressive  and  unjust.  Mr.  R.  took  a  brief  view 
of  the  events  of  General  Adair's  life ;  he  thought 
he  had  suffered  unjustly,  and  that  the  passage  of 
this  bill  might  serve,  bv  implication,  to  inflict  upon 
him  further  injury,  »c.,  and  at  a  moment,  too, 
when  he  was  a  candidate  in  his  own  State  for  die 
popular  suffrages  in  an  important  election.  Mr* 
R.  concluded  hy  moving  that  the  bill  be  postponed 
to  the  next  session  of  Uongress. 

Mr.  Brush  followed  on  the  same  side  of  the 
question.  He  had  no  personal  knowledge,  he  said, 
of  General  Adair:  but  he  was  his  fellow  citizen, 
and,  from  all  the  evidence  he  had  seen,  he  haa 
been  most  oppressively  and  unjustly  dealt  by.  He 
was  not  willing,  therefore,  to  extend  the  hand  oC 
the  Gtovernment,  to  take  money  from  the  Treasury 
to  indemnify  him  from  whom  General  A.  had  sus- 
tained the  injury,  ^. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  supported  the  bill. 
He  allowed  all  the  merit  due  to  General  Adair, 
but  expressed  his  great  regret  that  this  bill  should 
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have  been  supposed  to  have  any  the  least  connexion 
with  his  fame,  which  it  certainly  had  not  He 
took  a  fi;eneral  view  of  the  case,  the  leading  fea- 
tures of  which  were,  that  what  General  Wilkin- 
son had  done,  he  had  done  in  discharge  of  his 
duty ;  that  he  was  not  able  to  pay  this  judgment 
agaiiist  him ;  and,  if  this  bill  did  not  pass,  he  who 
had  devoted  his  whole  life  to  the  service  of  the 
country  must,  in  his  old  age,  become  the  tenant  of 
a  prison,  because  of  his  zeal  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duty. 

Mr.  LrvERMORE  was  in  favor  of  the  postpone- 
ment, because  he  did  not  think  Congress  were 
under  any  obligation  to  pay  the  money.  This 
question,  he  conceived,  had  nothing  to  do  with 
tne  relative  merits  of  General  Wilkinson  and  Gen- 
eral Adair,  which  he  did  not  undertake  to  canvass. 
With  regard  to  the  arrests  made  under  the  orders 
of  Greneral  Wilkinson,  he  said,  incidentally,  that 
they  savored  too  much  of  the  general  warrant,  &c. 
and  ought  not  to  be  countenanced  by  any  decision 
of  Congress  to  indemnify  him  who  made  them. 

Mr.  PiNOALL  took  the  same  ground  as  had  been 
taken  by  Mr.  Brush,  and  enforced  it  by  a  variety 
of  elucidations,  that  there  was  no  evidence,  even 
had  suspicion  itself  been  imbodied  in  an  affidavit, 
which  would  have  justified  the  civil  authority, 
much  less  the  military,  in  arresting  General  Adair. 
He  argued  also  that  it  was  not  the  province  of  this 
House  to  interfere  with  a  decision  of  the  supreme 
judicial  tribunal  of  a  State,  and  indemnify  those 
a^inst  whom  a  verdict  had  been  awarded,  after 
full  investigation,  and  with  all  the  facts  before 
them,  by  a  jury  oi  the  country. 

Mr.  Cocke  opposed  the  postponement  of  the  bill, 
for  reasons  whicn  he  assigned  at  large.  From  the 
situation  of  the  country  at  the  time  of  the  arrest 
of  General  Adair,  it  was  necessary  that  formality 
should  be  dispensed  with,  prompt  action  being  ne- 
cessary. General  Wilkinson,  he  said,  was  on  that 
occasion  placed  in  this  situation  :  if  he  obeyed  the 
ord^s  he  nad  received  from  the  Executive,  a  prose- 
cution hung  over  him,  and  judgment  would  follow. 
If  he  did  not  obey  them,  he  was  to  be  arrested, 
punished,  and  disgraced.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, he  thought  the  Government  ought  to  in- 
demnify General  Wilkinson,  &c. 

Mr.  Walker  spoke  at  soma  length,  and  decided 
in  favor  of  the  bill  ^  and  Mr.  Neale  also  spoke  at 
large  in  support  of  it. 

Mr.  CuLBRETH  assigned  the  reasons  why  he 
should  vote  for  the  postponement  of  the  bill ;  not 
that  he  was  opposed  to  the  principle  of  the  bill, 
but  because  he  had  never  heard  that  the  collection 
of  the  judgment  was  proposed  to  be  enforced  on 
General  Wilkinson ;  and  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
therefore,  appeared  to  him  to  be  unnecessary. 

The  question  had  been  for  some  time  loudly 
called  for,  and  was  at  length  taken,  on  the  proposed 
postponement,  and  decided  in  the  negative— 86  to 
58.  The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 
SURVIVING  REVOLUTIONARY  OFFICERS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  following  bill : 

Be  it  enacted,  ^e^  That  the  acoonnting  of&cen  of 


the  Treasury  Department  be,  and  tkey  hereby  s?. 
directed  and  required  to  adjuet  and  eetUe  the  dais  i 
each  and  every  eurviving  officer  oi  the  Atmj  tff  th* 
Revolution,  who,  by  the  several  resolves  of  C9BgK». 
made  on  or  before  the  2  let  of  October,  1780,  vn  co- 
titled  to  half  pay  for  tife,  and  who  aball  mppijfcrseeh 

settlement  withm months  from   the   dale  4  &m 

act)  by  deducting  from  the  arrearagte*  of  audi  W 
pay,  computed  from  the  ledactioii  of  the  Amy,  fm 
years  full  pay ;  and  th^  balance  of  ouch  ,mnmn^ 
being  thus  ascertained,  a  certificate  shall  wae  kt  tbe 
same,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per 
annum,  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Gotsv 
ment:  Provided,  That  if  the  whole  amount  of  ti« 
balances  so  to  be  ascertained  shall  exceed  one  millicii 
of  dollars,  they  shaH  be  respectively  and  lafeabJy  r- 
duced,  so  that  the  aggregate  of  the  certificates  to  be 
issued  shall  not  be  more  than  the  gai'ifg»yi»y  oTone  mil- 
Hon  of  dollars. 

8xc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaded,  TTiat,  from  mad 
alter  the  date  of  the  said  certificate,  each  and  evexj 
officer  to  whom  it  is  issued  shall  be  ^aced  on  the  half 
pay  pension  list  of  the  United  States,  and  sYraU  be 
entitled  to  receive  th^  half  pay  in  half  yearly  psy- 
menfs,  for  and  during  the  term  of  his  nataral  life . 
Fraoided,  That  if  the  aggregate  of  the  said  half  ptj 
shall  exceed  forty-five  thousand  dollan  per  ancui. 
the  lime  shall  be  reduced,  by  a  rafteiMe  dedoctisB.  69 
as  not  to  amoAni  to  more  than  that  squi^ 

The  bill  having  been  tead  through — 

Mr.  Seroeant  delivered  his  sentiments  m  faro: 
of  the  bill,  and  enforced  them  with  eloquence  ijzd 
argument. 

Mr.  Rhea  delivered  a  speech  of  considenble 
length  a^nst  the  bill ;  when, 

A  motion  to  that  effect  having  been  joatfe,  tb^ 
question  was  taken  on  strikinc;  out  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  and  decided  in  Uie  affirmatire  by  a 
majority  of  about  twenty  votes. 

This  decision  (vitally  affecting  the  bill)  was 
reported  to  the  House  \  when,  on  motion  erf"  ilr. 
Nelson,  of  Virginia,  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taWe,  in 
order  that  it  mi^ht  be  finally  acted  on,  io  full 
House ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  April  14. 

Mr.  Nea^ton,  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce, 
to  which  was  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entiiled 
'An  act  concerning  navigation,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment ;  and  the  bill  was  coBunitced 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  b  com- 
mitted the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '^An  act 
to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  light-house  on  one 
of  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  near  Portsmouth,  in  New 
Hampshire. 

Mr.  Alexander  Smyth,  from  the  Committr^ 
on  Military  Affairs,  to  which  was  comnnitted  tbi' 
report  on  the  memorial  of  Nathaniel  Hall  Loriof , 
Thomas  Rac^land,  Charles  Rutledge  Holmes, 
Charles  R.  Vining,  and  Wilson  M.  C.  Faiffax. 
late  cftdets  at  the  Military  Academy  at  We^: 
Point,  reported  the  same  without  amendmeaf. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report, 
when, 
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Waps  a/nd  Meam, 


H.  OP  R. 


Mr.  CocKfi  moTed  a  substitute  for  the  report 
more  favorable  to  the  cadets  than  the  orifinal  re- 
port, and  less  so  to  the  officers  haying  ooarge  of 
the  academy. 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  lay  the  report  and  amend- 
ment  on  the  table — ^negatived. 

And  they  were  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  Spbakjbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  copies  of 
all  contracts  made  and  entered  into  by  the  Oom"- 
missary  Greneral  of  Purchases,  for  supplying  the 
Army  -with  provisions,  &c.,  rendered  in  pursuance 
of  a  resolution  of  diis  Houses  which  letter  and 
its  accompanying  documents  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Postmaster  General,  transmitting  a 
list  of  unproductive  post  routes,  for  the  year  1819; 
which  letter  and  list  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  RoBERTeoif  submitted  to  the  House  the 
articles  of  compact,  made  and  entered  into  be- 
tween the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  in 
relation  to  the  boundary  hne  between  the  said 
States ;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  district  court  in  the  State 
of  Alabama  was  taken  up,  amended  so  as  to  re- 
duce the  salary  of  the  Juds^e  from  two  hundred  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 
The  following  bills  from  the  Senate : — 
A  bill  to  amend  and  prolong  the  charter  of  the 
City  of  Washington ;  a  bill  concerning  the  Or- 
phans' Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  j  a  bill 
to  authorize  the  survey  of  the  boundary  hne  be- 
tween the  States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois ;  a  bill  to, 
establish  the  collection  district  of  Pearl  river,  (Mis- 
sissippi ;)  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Pro- 
vost ;   a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Milne ; 
were  severally  twice  read,  and  referred  to  various 
committees. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  General 
James  WilKinson  (appropriating  $3,000  to  indem- 
nify him  from  a  certain  judgment  obtained  against 
him  by  General  John  Adair)  was  read  a  thirof  time 
and  passed  by  a  vote  of  70  to  54,  and  was  sent  to 
the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  per- 
sons holding  certain  unlocated  claims  to  land  in 
the  State  of  Illinois ;  the  object  of  which  was  ex- 
plained by  Mr.  Campbell,  and  the  bill  was  rb- 
ported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
tor  a  third  reading. 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  so  much 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, as  relates  to  the  subject  of  Revenue,  made  a 
detailed  report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
borrow  two  millions  of  dollars,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;  which  bill  was  committed,  with  the  said 


report,  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  has 
been  referred  so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as 
relates  to  the  revenue  of  the  United  States,  respect- 
folly  submit  the  following  report : 
The  total  net  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  during  the 
year  1819,  were  -  -  -  -$24,812,419  09 
The  payments  from  the  Treasury,  du- 
ring that  year,  amounted  to  -        -    24,044,668  77 

Leaving  a  balance  of  income,  after 
paying  all  expenses,  of  •        •        -      $767,860  32 

State  o/^  the  Tremury^  PubUe  Revenue,  and  Appro* 
priations  made  for  the  terviee  of  the  year  1820. 

l8t.~-STlTfe  OP  TBS  TBXASUBT. 

The  amount  of  money  in  the  Treasuiy.  on  the  1st 

day  of  January,  iaciuding  the  second  instalment 

from  the  bank  of  600,000  dollars,  paid  that  day, 

was $2,642,299  27 

From  which  the  MIewing  deductions 

must  be  made,  to  wit : 
1st.  Special  depositee  of 

notes  of  banks  which 

will  not  be  available 

during    the    present 

year,   but    most    of 

whidh,  it  is  believed, 

will  ultimately  be  |«id  $610,876  69 
2d.  Amounts  remaining 

to  be  paid  of  the  Lou- 
isiana  stock,  which 

was  payable  in  1818 

and  18 19,  and  not  yet 

demanded        -        -  1,646,117  42 
dd.  Other  claims  on  the 

year  1819,  and  not 

then  paid,  exdusive 

of  the  balance  due  the 

Commissioners  of  the 

Smking  Fund  -        -       40,133  91 

Total  2,296,627  92 


Leihiag  available  funds  in  the  Treas- 
ury, on  the  Ist  of  January,  the 
sum  of $246,666  35 

2d.— PUBLIC  mxvsirux  pob  1820. 

Customs,  (as  estimated 
at  the  Treasury,}      •  $19,000,600 

Public  lands,  same     -        2,000,000 

Arrears  of  internal  du- 
ties and  direct  taxes  450,000 

Instalment  due  by  the 

United  Sutes  Bank  -  500,000 

Incidental  receipts        -  50,000 

Dividend  from  the  Uni- 
ted States  Bank  will 
probably  be  6  per  cent; 
certainly  4  per  cent.  280,000 

22,280,000  00 


Aggregate  amount  of  means  availa- 
ble for  the  service  of  the  year  1820    22,626,605  36 

dd. — IXOUKT   OP   tbe    sxvsbal  ap- 

PBOPBIATIOKS  XADS  POB  1820. 

1st.  Permanent  appropriations — 
For  the  Sinking  Fund   $10,000,000 


1889 
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1840 


H.OFR. 


Wojft  and  Unnm. 


AraiL,  1830. 


Brought  over    - 

$10,000,000 

Gradual  increafe  of  the 

Navy       -        - 

1,000,000 

Arming  the  mUitia 

200,000 

Annuities    to    Indians 

under  treaties  - 

149,725 

Trading-houses  with  the 

Indians    -        .        - 

19,260 

Civilization  of  Indians 

10,000 

$11,378,976 

2d.   Temporary  expenditures  agree- 
ably to  appropriations,  to  wit : 

For  the  service  of  the 
Navy       -        .        - 

For  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment - 

Civil  and  Diplomatic 

Public  buildings  • 

Private  claims,  estima 

ted  at      -        -        -  60,000 


$2,538,940 

8,119,680 

2,806,444 

222,916 


For  payment  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  Mississip- 
pi stock,  to  be  paid  by 
order  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  on  the  16th 
of  May  next    - 

Arrearages  for  the  De- 
partment of  the  Navy, 
agreeably  to  the  act 
passed  December  last, 
amount  drawn  subse- 
quent to  1st  January 


13,237,880 


-   1,239,269  30 


443,050  00 
1,682»809  80 


Total  amount  of  expen- 
ditures authorized  by 
law  for  1820    -        -  26,299,164  30 


Leaving  a  deficiency  of  means  for  the 
year  1820,  of       •        •        - 


-  $3,773,498  96 


And  of  the  Sinking  Fund  for  the 
year  1820 : 

Annual  appropriation  -  $10,000,000 

Payable  by  the  Treasu- 
ry thereout  : 

Residue  of  the  Louisi- 
ana stock  redeemable 
this  year  -        -        -  2,216,462  77 

Six  per  cent,  stock       -  80,000 

Reimbursement  of  the 
deferred  stock  -        -     603,196  94 

Interest  of  the  funded 

debt,  payable  this  year       4,9 1 1,843 

7,711,602  71 


Leaving  a  balance  which  may  be  ap- 
plied to  satisfy  part  of  the  deficit,  of 


Leaving  an  actual  deficit  of  funds  to 
meet  the  expenditures  authorized 
hy  law,  for  1820,  of      - 


2,288,497  29 


-   $1,486,001  66 


The  committee  further  submit  "An  estimate  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year  1921,  Ibonded 
on  information  received  from  the  seveial  JDepart- 
ments :" 

1st.  ReeeipU. 

Customs  -  •  -  $16,000,000 
Land  -  -  -  -  3,000,000 
Arrears  of   direct    tax 


and  internal  duties   - 
Incidental  receipts 
Dividend  from  the  Uni- 
ted SUtes  Bank,  six 
per  cenL  -        -        - 


260,000 
50,000 


420,000 


$19,720,000  00 


2d.  Expendiiuree. 

Permanent,  to  wit : 

Reimbursement  of  de- 
ferred stock      -        -  $634,033  08 

Interest  on  the  funded 

debt       .  -        -        -  4,773,737  68 

Gradual  increase  of  the 
Navy       -        -        -  1,000,000  00 

Arming  the  militia       -     200,000  00 

Annuity  to  Indians     -     149,725  00 

Trading-houses  with  In- 
dians      -        -        -       19,250  00 

Civilization  of  Indians       10,000  00 


6,686,746  76 

Temporary,  agreeably 
to  the  amount  of  the 
several  appropriation 
bills  for  1821    -        -  13,237,880  00 

To  which  must  be  ad- 
ded the  amount  of 
unexpended  balances 
in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer,  and  which 
was  applied  to  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  year 
1820 


368,164  00 


I 


From  which  appropria- 
tions for  1820,  there 
may  be  deducted  the 
following  items, which 
will  not  be  required 
for  1821,  and  the  parts 
of  items,  which  are 
either  unnecessary, 
or  may,  without  in- 
jury to  the  public 
service,  be  spared,  to 
wit: 

For  completing  several 
arsenals  < 

Arrearages  prior  to  1 818, 
for  MOitaiy  Academy 

Arrearages  -        .        - 

Half-pay  pensions  to 
widows  and  orphans 
(part)       -        -        - 

Revolutionary  pensions 

Balances  due  certain 
States      ... 

Taking  the  census 

Cumberland  road 

Holding  of  Indian  trea- 
ties-       -       -        - 


$20,282,779  76 


$60,660 

21,428 
200,000 


76,000 
650,000 

250,000 
240,000 
141,000 

70,000 
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Claims  of  th«  inhabi- 
tanU  of  the  late  prov- 
ince of  Weat  Florida 

Payments  for  outstand- 
ing debenlares  for 
internal  duties - 

Balance  due  M.  Poirey 
and  M.  de  Vienne   - 

Fortifications 


Deduct  therefrom  for 
expenditures  that  may 
be  required  for  the 
service  of  the  year 
1821,  and  which  can- 
not be  foreseen 

Leaving  an  amount 
charged  in  the  year 
1820,  and  which,  it 
is  believed,  will  not  be 
required  for  the  year 


$24,231 


20,000 

4,481 
100,000 

^1,866,790 


256,790 


1821 


-  1,600,000  00 


Estimate  of  expenditure 

for  the  year  1821      •  18,682,779  76 

Estimated  excess  of  re- 
ceipts over  the  ex- 
penditures  of  the  year 
1821         .        -        -    1,037,220  24 


(19,720,000  00 


The  committee  also  submit :  That  no  part  of  the 
principal  of  the  funded  debt  becomes  payable  until 
the  year  1825,  except  the  annual  reimbursement  of 
the  deferred  stock;  and  they  present  the  following 
view  of  the  sums  annually  reimbunable  on  the  pub- 
lic funded  debt,  for  the  years  1825,  1826,  1827,  and 
1828,  to  wit: 

Year  1825,  six  per  cent. 

stock,  per  act  of  14th 

March,  1812  -  -16,187,006  44 
Bo,  do.  6th  July  -  2,668,974  99 
Do.      Treasury    notes, 

funded  per  act  24th 

February,  1815        -  1,419,125  61 


10,275,107  44 
Seven  per  cent.  do.  do.  8,595,298  27 

1826,  six  per  cent,  stock, 
per  act  of  8th  Febru- 
ary, 1813         -        •  16,521,136  45 

Do.   do.  August  2,  do.    6,836,232  39 

1827,  six  per  cent,  stock,  • 
per  act  of  24th  March, 

1814 
1828,do.  do.Mar.3,'15 


$18,870,405  71 


32,357,368  84 


13,011,437  63 
9,490,099  10 


The  committee  further  state  that,  from  the  1st  of 
January,  1801,  to  the  1st  of  January,  1808,  inclu- 
sive, there  was  redeemed  of  the  principal  of  the 
public  debt,  the  sum  of  -        -  -  $32,257,841  10 

And  between    the   1st  of 
January,  1817,  and  the 

Ist  Jan.,  '20,  the  sum  of         -  -  $32,085,760  17 


An  act  passed  on  the  8d  March,  1817,  "to  provide 
for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt."  That  act  vests 
in  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  the  sum  of 
ten  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  applied  yearly  by  them  to 
the  payment  of  the  interest  and  charges,  and  to  the 
reimbursement  or  purchase  of  the  public  debt ;  and 
provides  that  the  said  annual  appropriation  shall  be 
paid  from  the  proceeds  of  the  duties  on  merchandise, 
the  tonnage  of  vessels,  internal  duties,  and  sales  of 
Western  lands.  Although  that  act  is  not  considered  as 
a  pledge  of  those  funds,  yet  it  is  understood  at  the 
Treasury  that  the  appropriation  for  the  Sinking  Fund 
has  a  preference  over  every  other,  and  must  (if  re- 
quired by  the  Commissioners)  be  first- paid.  The  docu- 
ments before  the  House  show  that  there  is  no  part  of 
the  principal  of  the  public  debt  payable  during  the 
years  1821,  1822,  1823,  1824,  except  the  reimburse- 
ment of  the  deferred  stock. 

The  Sinking  Fund  can  operate,  of  course,  during 
those  years  only  in  manner  following,  (unless  the 
United  States  stock  should  be  purchased  at  par,)  to 
wit.* 

1821,  interest  and  reimbursement  pay- 
able this  year        ....    $5,307,770  76 

1822,  do.  do.  do.    -  5,307,770  76 

1823,  do.  do.  do.  -  5,307,770  76 
182^1,  do.  do.  do.  -  5,023,126  24 
And  for  the  present  year  of  1820,  as 

already  staUd       ....      7,711,50271 

Total  of  actual  demand  on  the  fund  -  $28,657,941  23 
Leaving  the  sum  of  $21,342,058  77  for  those  years 
which  cannot  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  princi- 
pal of  the  debt  in  any  other  way  than  by  purchase. 
No  purchase  can  be  made,  agreeably  to  the  act,  unleas 
the  same  can  be  e£fected  at  or  under  par.  The  present 
market  value  of  the  United  States  six  per  cent,  stock 
is  known  to  be  three  and  a  half  to  four  and  a  half  per 
cent  above  par,  and  it  is  believed  will  continue  above 
par  during  the  years  1821  and  1822,  and  perhaps 
longer.  Under  those  circumstances  it  is  submitted, 
whether  it  is  not  more  for  the  interest  of  the  United 
States  to  authorize  the  Treasury  to  transfer  to  the 
surplus  fund  the  balance  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  which 
may  remain  unexpended  on  the  31st  December,  1820, 
than  that  the  same  should  remain  in  the  Treasury  un- 
employed. 

The  unexpended  balances  of  the  Sinking  Fund  are 
transferable  (under  the  existing  laws)  to  the  surplus 
fund,  two  years  after  the  calendar  year  for  which  the 
appropriations  have  been  made,  in  like  manner  as  all 
unexpended  balances  for  other  objects  of  expenditure 
are  transferable. 

The  preceding  statement  shows,  that  the  expendi- 
tures authorized  by  law,  for  the  year  1820,  will  exceed 
the  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  of  that  year,  the  sum 
of  $3,773,498  95;  that  sum  may  be  reduced  to 
$1,485,001  66,  by  the  application  of  the  balance  of 
$2,288,497  29,  which  will,  agreeably  to  the  preceding 
view,  remain  unexpended  of  the  Sinking  Fund  on  the 
1st  January,  1821.  In  recommending  the  application 
of  the  surplus  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  present  year,  year  committee  deprecate 
a  recurrence  to  a  like  resort  in  future  years,  if  the 
same  can  with  any  propriety  be  avoided ;  and  it  is 
hoped  that  such  retrenchments  will  be  made  in  the 
public  expenditures  as  may  render  a  recurrence  to  that 
fund  unnecessary. 

A  resort  to  Treasury  notes,  to  meet  the  deficit,  ap- 
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jtCBxed  to  your  oDiniiiittae  inexpedient.  Such  notes 
could  not,  in  their  opinion,  beeomea  medium,  unless 
the  banks  should  be  &uthorited  to  tender  them  in  pay- 
ment for  any  demands  made  on  those  instittitions ; 
without  such  authority,  Treasury  notes  would  be  sold 
and  bought  in  the  market,  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
the  public  dues ;  and,  when  paid  into  the  bank,  could 
be  considered  by  the  bank  only  as  a  special  deposite  of 
tho  Treasury,  on  Which  it  would  not  be  bound  to  pay 
either  its  own  notes  or  specie. 

It  appearing  to  your  committee  inexpedient  to  resort 
to  Treasury  notes,  and  it  being  impracticable  (if  no  ob- 
jections existed  against  the  adoption  of  such  a  course) 
to  carry  into  efiect  a  system  of  internal  duties  in  time 
to  meet  the  deficit  of  the  present  year,  your  committee 
had  only  to  choose  between  a  loan  of  a  temporaiy 
character  or  one  of  longer  duration.  They  have  pre- 
ferred the  latter,  because  it  carries  the  time  beyond 
that  in  which  other  debts  are  payable,  and  because  it 
is  believed  that  the  loan  will  thereby  be  obtained  on 
decidedly  better  terms  than  on  one  of  a  shorter  dura- 
tion. By  authorizing  the  subscription  of  the  Missis- 
sippi stock,  of  which  two-thirds  must  otherwise  be  re- 
deemed during  the  currentyeaT,itis  inferred  that  little 
new  debt  will  be  created.  Conformably  with  those 
views,  the  committee  respectfully  submit  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize a  loan  of  $2,000,000. 

The  committee  have  deemed  it  useful  to  present  a 
view  of  the  probable  receipts  for  the  year  1831,  and  of 
the  expenditiires  which,  under  the  existing  laws,  are 
indispensably  chargeable  thereon.  They  have  founded 
their  statement  of  expenses  on  the  appropriations  actu- 
ally made  for  1820 ;  and  hsive  shown  that  therefrom  a 
variety  of  items,  amounting  to  $1,856,790,  (which  will 
not  be  required  fbr  1821,)  may  be  deducted;  at  the 
same  time,  they  are  ready  to  admit  that  new  and  un- 
foreseen demands  may  arise,  which  may  show  that  too 
much  reliance  ought  not  to  be  placed  upon  an  expec- 
tation of  an  expenditure  leds  than  that  of  the  current 
year.  The  view  for  1821  is  founded  on  the  indispen- 
sable expenses,  and  does  not  include  the  amount  of 
principal,  which  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  are  bound  to  purchase,  if  the  same  can  be  bought 
at  or  under  par.  Taking  that  view,  the  estimates  of 
receipts  and  expenditures  will  be  shown  by  the  follow- 
ing statement,  to  wit: 

Permanent  expenditures       ...    $11,378,975 
Temporary  -        -        -        -        -       13,596,034 

24,975,009 
From  which  deduct  items  not  required 
(as  specified)  for  1821       -        -        -        1,600,000 

23,375,009 
Estimated  amount  of  receipts  for  1821, 
per  statement 19,720,000 


Leaving  a  deficit,  in  1821,  of 


$3,655,009 


Your  committee  having  assigned  the  reasons  which 
have  led  them  to  recommend  the  bill  herewith  re- 
ported, beg  leave  respectfully  to  present  their  views 
of  the  necessity  which  exists  for  retrenchment  and 
economy  in  the  public  expenditures.  They  approach 
this  subject  with  feelings  which  the  House  can  duly 
appreciate.  A  Government,  like  individuals,  will  gen- 
erally increase  its  expenditure  in  proportion  to  its  in- 
crease of  nteans.  The  revenue,  after  peace,  had  swol- 
len to  an  amount  surpassing  all  former  experience ; 
and  passing  from  a  state  of  war,  during  which  expen- 


sive establishments  were  indistpeiisablj' 
was  not  to  have  been  expected  that^^e  could  ban  im- 
mediately made  such  reductions  as  a  state  of  praiibc2. 
peace  would  render  prudent  and    proper.    He  irr 
pointed  our  attention  to  the  weak  points  of  the  aatioc , 
and  the  appropriations  of  former  years  have  ka  in' 
creased  by  objects  of  great  national  importance,  vikh 
have  added  to  our  security,  and  by  aa  act  of  bs^^^* 
lence  towards  the  survivors  of  the  annj  of  tfae  txr- 
olution. 

Large  outstanding  claims,  reaultin^  finwi  the  «ir. 
to  an  amount  exceeding  thirty  millioDs  ofdoilut.  hm 
been  discharged;  and  the  sum  of  $33,086,750  of  tt 
public  debt  has  been  redeemed  since  tiie  first  dtr  :•' 
January,  1817.      Establishments  have  been  eteitii 
under  the  sanction  of  law,  which  to  nmmfant  and  ad- 
vance, will  make  it  necessary,  either  to  mart  to  tn- 
nual  and  successive  loans,  or  to  a  system  of  mtem&l 
revenue.    As  to  the  first  of  tho«e  aiftsmaCires,  it  cti2- 
not  be  necessary  to  urge  any  ohMrvatioBs ;  Aeir  na- 
tural tendency  to  involve  the  natieaindebt  nobviom ; 
and  they  will  be  avoided  when  they  aie  not  indispen- 
sably necessary.     We  are  warned  against  ibe  efecu 
of  a  large  and  accumulating  debt,  hj  the  expenence 
of  other  nations.  A  nation  lfttM>ring  under  the  pressare 
of  a  large  debt,  no  more  than  ah  ndividaaC  ctn  it 
considered  independent    Money  w  power ;  aM  d^ii 
nation  will  become  powerless  who  ahsJl  mortgife  hs 
resources,  without  the  prospect  of  relieving  tbsu  bj 
discharging  its  engagements. 

Reasons,  powerful  aUd  cogent,  exist  against  t  resof. 
to  internal  duties  and  direct  taxes,  to  supply  a  ddd- 
ency  occurring  during  a  state  of  profound  traoquffitj. 
and  ought  to  be  avoided  if  the  necessity  be  nst  evi- 
dent and  pressing,  and  such  has  heretolbrs  beta  the 
policy  of  the  nation.  We  hate  been  aeeDstoi&«)  to  a 
system  of  taxation  which,  in  ita  operation,  kas  been 
paid  without  being  perceptibly  felt,  and  vfll  lefoc- 
tantly  resort  to  one  of  a  dififerent  character  in  tios  of 
profound  peace. 

From  the  extraordinary  depression  of  csBunett 
within  the  last  three  years,  the  stagnatioB  of  ouratn- 
gation,  the  depreciation  in  the  value  of  our  expom^ 
the  corresponding  depredation  in  the  valasoffn>fartf 
of  every  description,  and  the  seiioiis  emhuTtsssieoU 
under  which  every  branch  of  industry  aow  Itboa, 
economy  and  retrenchment  in  expendftoref  of  orery 
citizen  are  imperiously  required.  Ths  finances  of  the 
nation  being  seriously  affected  by  those  caaiei*  there 
would  seem  to  arise  a  correspondent  oUigatxoa  on  the 
Government  to  retrench  its  expenditures  and  econo- 
mise its  means.  In  the  infancy  of  our  institutioiii  oof 
expenses  were,  in  the  general,  limited  by  our  ifceiptt 
We  have  been  satisfied  to  advance  gradually  ifl  fv' 
thering  the  system  of  national  security  and  inkpeod- 
ence.  Our  pace  has  been  greatly  quickened  towardi 
the  accomplishment  of  those  objecis  since  the  lestoit- 
tion  of  peace  by  the  great  accession  of  our  teven^^* 
From  that  period  our  revenue  has  been  in  what  cttj 
be  considered  a  forced  state.  We  are  now  gettias 
back  to  a  condition  more  congenial  with  our  popu^ 
tion  and  nationail  wealth. 

The  committee  believe  that  wisdom  requires  v  t^ 
recur  also  to  the  policy  which  has  heietofbre  govenx^ 
us.  Our  nation  is  still  in  its  in&ney ;  itsnesoorenir^ 
daily  increasing.  If,  then,  we  should  keep  pace  in  tbf 
building  up  of  our  national  establishments  witft  ^^ 
revenue  of  the  country,  we  shall  have  eonsuoBBat^} 
all  our  wishes  without  oppression  to  the  citizen. 
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ThereforCj  res&hed^  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted 8tat«<  be  requested  to  cause  such  a  plan  to  be  pre- 
pared a«  will  enable  Congress,  at  its  next  session,  to 
make  such  redactions  in  the  various  brandies  of  pub- 
lic expeiKiitsie,  as  may  be  required  by  the  state  of  the 
Baanees  and  the  public  good. 

KEVOLUTIONARY  OFFICERS. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  bill  for  the  reliot  of  the  suryiving  officers  of 
the  Revolution ;  and,  the  question  beini?  stated 
and  taken,  to  concur  in  the  amendment  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  strike  out  the  first 
section,  which  section  is  as.foUows: 

Be  it  enaeied  by  tke  Senaii  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives sf  the  united  States  of  America^  in  Von* 
gresa  assembled^  That  the  aecountittg  officers  of  the 
Treasury  Departmenl  be,  and  thej  hersby  ftie*  di- 
rected and  required  to  adjust  and  setHe  the  daim  of 
each  and  every  surviving  officer  of  the  Army  of  the 
Revalutioa,  who,  by  the  several  resolves  of  Congress, 
made  on  or  before  the  21st  of  October,  1780»  vras  en* 
titled  to  half  pay  for  life,  and  who  shall  apply  for  such 
settlement  within  twelve  months  from  the  date  of  this 
act,  by  deducting  from  the  arrearages  of  such  half 
pay,  computed  from  the  reduction  o^  the  Army,  £ve 
years'  full  pay ;  and  the  balance  o(  such  arreara^s 
being  thus  ascertained,  a  certificate  shall  issue  for 
the  same,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent, 
per  annum,  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Gov- 
ernment :  Provided,  That,  if  the  whole  amount  of 
the  balances  so  to  be  ascertained  shall  exceed  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars,  they  shall  be  respectively  and  rateably 
reduced,  so  that  the  aggregate  of  the  certificates  to  be 
issued  shall  not  be  more  tluin  the  said  sum  of  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars. 

Whereupon  a  debate  of  considerable  interest 
arose,  in  which  ftiessrs.  Livbumore,  Nelson  of 
Virginia,  Gross  of  New  York,  Hemphill,  Cush- 
MAN,  Meigs,  and  Warfibld,  advocated  the  bill, 
and  Messrs.  Hardin  and  Southard  opposed  it. 

The  question  on  concurring  in  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  strike  out.  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  was  then  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Ander- 
son, Archer  of  Maryland,  Baker,  Barbour,  Bateman, 
Beecher  Brown,   Buffum,   Burwell,  Butler  of  New 
Hampshire,  GampbeR,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crails, 
Darlington,    Dennison,    Bewitt,  Eddy,  Edwards  of 
Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Ftfy,  Fisher, 
Folger,  Foot,  Garnett,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hall  of 
New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
HardiD,  Hazard,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Hohnes,  Hooks, 
Hostetter,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee, 
Kinsley,  Linn,  Lowndes,  Maclay,  McCoy,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Meech,  Motcalf,  R. 
Moore,  Morton,  Murray,  Parker  of  Massachusetts^ 
Parker  of  Virg^ia,  Phelps,  Philson,  Pindall,  Pitcher, 
Plamer,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Russ, 
Sampson,  Sawyer,  Settle,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Slocumb, 
B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Southard,  Stevens,  Strong  of  Vermont, 
Tarr,   Terrefl,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virgi- 
nia, Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker,  Wal- 
lace, Wendover,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of 
North  Carolina,  and  Wood — M. 
Nats— Messrs.  Allien  of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of 


New  York,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
Baldwin,  Ball,  Bayly,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brush, 
Bryan,  Burton,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Case,  Clark, 
Cook,  Crawford,  Crowcll,  Cnlbreth,  Culpeper,  Cush- 
man,  CuAbert,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Earle,  Ervin, 
Floyd,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New  York, 
Hackley,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Helster,  Hill,  Kendall, 
Kent,  Kinsey,  Little,  Livermore,  Lyman,  McCreary, 
Mason,  Meigs,  Mercer,  S.  Moore,  Monell,  Mosetey, 
Nerie,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Newton,  Pinckney,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Ross, 
Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Van  Rensselaer,  and  Warfield— 70. 

So  the  first  section  was  stricken  out,  and  tlie 
bill  of  course  rejected. 

DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

Mr.  Livermore  then  moved  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  which  proposes  to  change  the 
tarifi"  of  duties  on  goods  imported,  with  a  view  to 
move  its  indefinite  postponement.  He  proceeded 
to  assign  the  reasons  for  his  motion.  This  bill, 
he  said,  had  for  its  object  essentially  to  change 
our  revenue  system,  and  to  change  it,  in  his  opin- 
ion, for  the  worse.  The  time,  too,  for  making  this 
experiment  was,  he  said,  of  all  times  the  most  un- 
fortunate, at  a  moment  when  it  is  known  that  the 
Treasury  is  drained  to  the  very  dregs. 

Mr.  Speaker  here  arrested  Mr.  Liv^rmorb's 
speech,  by  declaring  that  debate  on  the  merits  of 
tne  bill  was  not  in  order  on  this  motion,  according 
to  the  rules  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Barboitr,  with  a  view  to  bring  the  question 
into  a  shape  susceptible  of  debate,  moved  to  amend 
Mr.  Livermorb's  motion,  so  as  to  add  to  it  a  pro- 
vision to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely. 

This  motion,  and  debate  on  it,  were  also  pro- 
nounced irregular,  for  reasons  which  Mr.  Speaker 
assigned. 

After  some  observations  on  the  point  of  order, 
from  Messrs.  Barbour,  Livermore,  and  LowNftEs, 

The  question  on  Mr.  Livermore's  motion  was 
taken  without  debate,  on  the  merits  of  bill,  and 
decided  as  follows: 

YxAB— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
see, Andersen,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virgi* 
nia,  Ball,  Barbouir,  Bayly,  Bryan,  Biifium,  Burton, 
Burwell,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louis- 
iana, Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Crow- 
ell,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Carle,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Garnett,  Hall  of  North 
Carolina,  Hardin,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Jones  of  Virgi- 
nia, Kent,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  McCreaiy, 
Meech,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of 
Virginia,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney, 
Pii^all,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Richards,  Ringgold, 
Robertson,  Settle,  Silsbee,  Simpkins,  Slocmnb,  B. 
Smith  of  Virginia,  A,  Smyth  of  Virginia^  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Swearingen, 
Terrell,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Caro- 
Una,  Tyler,  Walker,  Warfield,  Whitman,  Williams 
of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina — 71. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Allen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Bateman, 
Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brown,  Brush,  Camp- 
bell, Case,  Clark,  Cook,  Culbreth*  Coshman,  Darling- 
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ton,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Fo)ger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest, 
Fuller,  Gross  of  N.  York  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hack- 
ley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hazard, 
Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Heister, 
Hill,  Hostetter,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kinsey, 
Kinsley,  Little,  Linn,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Marchand, 
Mason,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell, 
Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Plumer, 
Rich,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Saw- 
yer, Sergeant,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street, 
Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover, 
and  Wood— 96. 

So  the  House  refused  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  from  the  consideration  of  the 
said  hill.    Whereupon, 

Mr.  Storrs  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  moved  that  it  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union : 

**  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide,  by  law 
for  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  internal  revenue/' 

This  resolve  was  referred,  as  moved,  without 
debate. 

MILITARY  LAND  WARRANTS. 

The  bill  supplementarv  to  the  act,  providing  for 
cases  of  lost  military  lana  warrants,  passed  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Hill  in  the  chair. 

[The  bill  is  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  law 
to  Canadian  volunteer  land  warrants.1 

Whilst  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  Campbell  to  amend  the  bill  so 
as  to  embrace  in  its  provisions  the  assignees  of 
military  land  warrants  as  well  as  the  original 
holders ;  but  this  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Mc- 
Lean, of  Kentucky,  and  Mr.  Nelson,  or  Virginia, 
on  the  ground  of  its  opening  a  door  to  evasion  of 
the  law  for  the  benefit  of  the  Canadian  volunteers, 
and  was  negatived. 

The  bill  next  in  order  was  the  bill  to  establish 
an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy.  Mr.  Sergeant 
moved  that  the  House  do  now  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  that  bill.  This  mo- 
tion was  negatived,  56  to  47 ;  and  the  House  being 
thin,  and  the  hour  late,  the  House  adjourned. 


SXturday,  April  15. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bryan,  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  the  act,  entitled  '^An  act 
making  provision  for  the  civilization  of  the  Indian 
tribes  adjoining  the  frontier  settlements,"  pa^ed 
the  3d  day  of  March,  1819. 

Mr.  Alexander  Smyth  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

^Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
prepare  a  statement  of  the  whole  number  of  militia  in 
service  during  the  late  war  against  Great  Britain, 
showing  the  periods  of  their  service,  their  pay,  and 
from  what  States  and  Territories  drawn,  to  be  laid 
before  this  Honse  at  the  next  seaaion  of  Cong^ss. 


Mr.  Cocke  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  tabU; 
which  being  rejected,  the  resolution  was  tb^ 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pincknby,  the  Coamittei 
on  the  Judiciary  were  directed  to  report  oo  the 
expediency  of  so  far  altering  and  ameodag  \ht 
Judiciary  system  as  to  enable  defendants,  n  all 
suits  originally  brought  in  the  district  cocr.'  of 
the  United  States,  to  have  the  same  right  of  appm 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  as  ihf^ 
would  hare  been  entitled  to  had  the  suits  ^mk 
them  been  originally  instituted  in  the  circuit  c;r.jti 
thereof. 

Mr.  Meigs  moved  that  the  House  do  now  p:.^ 
ceed  to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  hic 
on  the  5th  of  February  last,  in  relation  to  tk 
abolition  of  slavery  within  the  United  Stata. 
The  motion  was  determined  in  tlie  oegatire. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  io/bnned  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  biUs  of  the  Mlowing 
titles,  to  wit :  1.  An  act  for  the  rdief  of  John  Rod- 
riguez ;  2.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Denis  de 
la  Ronde ;  3.  An  act  to  establish  the  Strict  of 
Blakeley ;  4.  An  act  to  establish  additional  land 
offices  in  the  State  of  Alabama ;  and  5.  An  ac( 
relative  to  the  Arkansas  Territory ;  in  which  bilb 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  Ilouse. 

The  said  bills  were  severally  read  twice,  aod 
the  first  and  second  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  the  third  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce, the  fourth  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pah/jc 
Lands,  and  the  fifth  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  tiiird 
time  on  Monday  next. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  U) 
establish  a  district  court  in  the  State  of  Ahbanu/' 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  ameaded. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  tides,  to  wit : 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  holding  confirmed 
unlocated  claims  for  lands  in  the  State  of  Ulrnois; 
and  An  act  supplementary  to  "An  act  prid- 
ing for  cases  of  lost  military  land  warrants,  and 
discharges  for  faithful  services ;"  vrere  serenUjr 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  resolution  giving  the  consent  of  Congress  to  a 
compact  concluded  between  the  States  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee,  for  the  settlement  of  iVieii 
boundary  line ;  whereupon,  it  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider. 
the  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  rehcf 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  Henry  WiUis,  de- 
ceased." And  the  question  recurred.  Shaii  this 
bill  pass  ?  And  being  taken,  it  passed  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

Mr.  LowNnss  submitted  the  following  reso 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Manufi^turcs  bt 
instructed  to  report  to  this  House  such  eTideoce  ot 
estimates  as  it  may  be  in  their  power  to  present,  show* 
ing  the  8e?eral  rates  of  wages  given,  and  expense  «i 
all  kinds  incurred  in  the  different  branches  of  mtsi' 
fBicture  which,  in  their  opinion,  require  additional  en- 
couragement, with  the  prices  of  their  product,  so  ms  to 
exhibit  the  profit  which,  at  the  present  prices  of  nh- 
sistence,  mmterials,  and  labor,  and  the  |xreeent  talve 
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of  land,  buildings,  and  machinery,  may  be  obtained 
in  such  manufacture,  skilfully  and  economically  con- 
ducted. 

The  resolution  was  lead  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Cobb  then  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  a  res- 
olution submitted  by  him,  proposinj^  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  in 
relation  to  appointments  to  office. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  71,  nays  69. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  addressed  the  Chair  as 
follows— 

Mr.  Chairman :  Having  had  the  honor  to  be 
the  mover  of  this  resolution,  it  will,  no  doubt,  be 
expected,  that  I  should  support  its  propriety  by  a 
few  remarks.  Yet,  in  favor  of  a  measure  so  plain 
in  itself,  and  founded  upon  principles  now  so  fa- 
miliar and  well  understood  as  to  have  assumed  the 
nature  of  undeniable  axioms  in  all  free  govern- 
ments, little  original  matter  can  be  urged,  without 
extending  my  views  into  particulars  in  which  ner- 
haps  I  oueht  not  to  be  tolerated.  Nor  am  I  so 
vain  as  to  believe  that  I  possess  the  talent  of  giving 
to  an  old  argument  a  new  dress,  which  will  make 
it  appear  more  attractive.  The  proposed  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution  is  not  a  novel  one.  More 
than  once  heretofore  its  principle  has  been  brought 
to  the  consideration  of  the  nation.  It  was  discumed 
in  the  Federal  Convention ;  and,  at  a  later  period, 
it  has  been  renewed  upon  the  floor  of  Congress,  in 
a  shape  not  differing  materially  from  the  one  in 
which  it  is  now  presented.  In  both  instances,  and 
especially  the  latter,  it  seems  to  have  been  wul  re- 
ceived ;  and  yet  was  rejected,  for  causes  not  now 
easy  to  be  traced  or  understood.  Upon  each  of 
these  occasions,  it  was  supported  with  an  ability 
to  which  I  make  no  pretensions.  The  principal 
arguments  ureed  on  the  last  have  been  preserved, 
and  I  have  no  hope  of  adding  to  their  number,  their 
strength,  or  their  beauty. 

The  proposition,  as  submitted,  is  very  general  in 
its  nature.  I  made  it  so,  designedly,  that  the  Com- 
mittee might  not  be  forced,  in  their  deliberations, 
to  confine  their  attention  to  a  single  insulated  point ; 
but  that,  after  a  fidl  and  free  discussion,  it  might 
receive  such  amendments  and  modifications  as  will 
make  it  best  answer  the  purposes  for  which  it  is 
intended.  It  is  now,  in  substance,  and  almost  in 
the  very  words,  in  which  it  was  proposed  by  two 
of  the  States  (Virginia  and  New  York)  at  the 
time  of  their  ratification  of  the  Constitution .  There 
is  one  amendment  which  I  shall  myself  offer  before 
I  take  my  seat ;  but  it  is  such  an  one  as  I  hope 
will  not  ^  unacceptable  to  the  friends  of  the  mo- 
tion. Yet  I  hope  that  the  measure  wiU  not  be 
smothered  in  its  birth,  by  the  kindness  of  its  friends, 
in  vainly  attempting  to  give  it  too  great  a  degree 
of  perfection. 

The  object  of  the  motion  will  be  obvious.  It  is, 
to  secure  more  effectually  the  independence  of  the 
legislative  branch  of  the  Government.    How  very 


desirable  it  is,  that  those  who  are  the  immediate 
representatives  of  the  people — '•^  the  guardians  of 
the  sword  and  the  nurse"  of  the  nation,  and  to 
whom  are  confided  the  preservation  of  the  Consti- 
tution itself,  should  be  placed  above  all  control, 
save  that  of  their  responsibility  to  their  constituents, 
and  the  honest  dictates  of  their  own  consciences, 
is  a  point  that  all  will  concede,  and  requires  no  ar* 
gnment  to  prove. 

The  separation  of  the  great  departments  of  the 
Gover nment,to  wit :  the  I^egislati ve,  the  Executive 
and  Judiciary,  and  the  independence  of  each,  but 
especially  the  first,  has  become  an  undeniable  prin- 
ciple. It  is  indeed,  the  basis  of  liberty,  and  is  now 
received  as  one  ot  those  political  truisms  so  in- 
grafted upon  the  very  nature  of  free  governments, 
as  that  they  cease  to  be  free  without  it.  The 
amalgamation  of  these  departments,  into  whatever 
hands,  (whether  one  or  two  hundred,  is  immateriaL) 
has  been  aptly  given,  by  the  authors  of  the  Federal- 
ist, and  oUiers,  as  a  correct  definition  of  despotism. 
If,  of  the  three,  any  one  ought  to  be  placed  above 
the  influence  of  the  others,  it  is  the  Legislature  \ 
for,  upon  this  branch  depends  every  thinff.  It  em- 
anates from  the  source  of  all  power — ^tne  people. 
It  is  composed  of  those  by  whom  the  inter^ts,  the 
wishes,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  nation  are 
presumed  to  be  brat  understood.  I  am  far  from 
contending  that  they  should-  be  placed  bevond  all 
control.  The  Legislature  may  err ;  and  tnerefore 
a  check  has  been  provided  by  the  creation  of  the 
other  two  departments,  not  dependent  upon  the 
Legislature  for  the  gift  or  tenure  of  their  offices. 
Against  this  Constitutional  check  upon  legislative 
excess,  I  urge  nothing.  My  wish  is  to  prevent  an 
unconstitutional  and  illicit  control  upon  the  legiti- 
mate exercise  of  legislative  will  and  opinion ;  to 
increase,  and  to  render  permanent  and  safe,  that 
confidence  m  those  to  whom  are  intrusted  the  most 
important  interests  of  the  people,  which  constitutes 
the  "  strength  of  the  Government."  So  long  as 
these  shall  be  placed  above  all  infiuence,  except 
that  of  their  own  virtue  and  intelligence,  all  will 
be  safe.  But,  if  ever  they  become  "  identified  with 
the  will  of  the  Executive,"  and  the  submissive  ser- 
vants of  his  wishes,  whether  by  open  corruption, 
or  the  more  concealed  instrumentality  of  the  dis- 
tribution of  offices  and  honors,  ^*  the  spirit  of  lib* 
erty  is  gone;"  its  form  will  scarcely  remain,  and 
the  whole  machinery  of  ffovernment  becomes  a 
feeble  and  nerveless  mass,  tne  sport  of  intrigue  and 
ambition,  and  the  curse  of  the  nation. 

In  our  Government,  and  indeed  in  every  other 
in  which  this  separation  of  the  departments  con- 
stitutes a  principle,  that  branch  into  which  their 
consolidation  is  most  to  be  apprehended  is  the  one 
in  which  the  power  of  nomination  to  office  is 
vested.  It  is  a  prodigious  engine,  and,  if  skilfully 
used,  can  be  wielded  to  the  utter  prostration  of 
those  virtues  that  give  dignity  to  the  citizen.  Even 
where  the  other  departments  are  placed  beyond 
its  reach,  it  is  sufficiently  fearful  in  its  operations 
upon  the  great  body  ot  the  people,  and  cannot, 
therefore,  be  watched  with  too  much  jealousy. 

Under  the  Federal  Constitution,  this  dreaded 
instrument  is  confided  to  the  hands  of  the  fixecu- 
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live,  subject  to  very  little  restraint.  I  say  little 
restraint,  because  the  Senate,  intended  to  control 
it  within  poper  bounds,  is  itself  left  within  the 
sphere  of  its  influence ;  and  I  shall  not  be  guilty 
of  the  folly  of  admitting  that  there  is  to  be  found 
in  that  body  a  degree  of  integrity  greater  than 
pervades  this  House,  or  the  nation  at  large,  or  that 
H  is  in  any  manner  better  protected  against  the 
danger  of  corruption. 

A  glance  at  tne  Official  Register,  placed  during 
the  preseat  session  on  our  desks,  will  afford  ample 
cause  of  jealousy  of  i^e  patronage  ihus  placed  in 
the  gift  of  the  Executive.  It  forms  a  volume  of 
about  two  hundred  and  twenty  pages,  in  a  small 
print,  and  containing  but  little  else  than  the  names 
and  salaries  of  the  officers  appointed,  directly,  or 
indirectly,  by  the  President,  what  is  the  amount 
of  salary  annually  paid  to  this  long  list  of  officers  I 
huve  never  pretended  to  calculate,  nor  do  I  know 
that  it  would  reward  the  curiosity  of  him  who 
should  undertake  the  task.  Judging  from  the  decla- 
rations of  otl^rs,  heretofore  made,  f  should  Resume 
that  the  aggregate  sum,  inclusive  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice Bstaflishment,  would  be  little,  if  any  thing, 
short  qf  ten  millions  of  dollars.  If  this  prodigious 
sum  is  at  all  times  disbursed  for  the  public  interests 
alone,  it  will  indeed  be  fortunate  for  the  nation. 
But  it  is  not  difficult  to  conceive  the  possibility  of 
it  being  used  for  the  worst  purposes.'*' 

We  shall  have  profited  but  little  by  revelation, 
history,  or  our  observations  upon  mankind,  if  we 
are  now  blind  to  human  frailty.  In  all  ages,  and 
in  all  Governments,  man  has  ever  shown  himself 
to  be  the  same  yielding  victim  of  temptation. 
That  the  citizens  of  our  own  country  are  tne  most 
virtuous  and  enlightened  of  any  upon  the  face  of 
the  earth,  and  our  own  form  of  government  the 
moet  perfectly  adapted  to  promote  their  happiness, 
are  sentiments  flattering  to  our  pride,  and  which 
we  shall  most  r^uctantly  yield.  Such  sentiments 
are  worthy  of  bein^  cherished,  and  all  our  politi- 
el^  measures  should  aim  at  their  preservation. 
They  will  imperceptibly  enter  into  our  national 
character,  and  eventually  contribute  mueh  to  give 
reality  to  that  which,  at  one  time,  had  much  the 
appeajrance  of  afiectation.  I  hope  I  shall  be  the 
last  to  destroy  them,  even  were  they  illusions. 
But,  let  us  not  be  misled  by  our  faith  in  this  virtue 
and  perfection.  Liet  us  not  forget  that  the  citizens 
of  our  country  are,  at  last,  but  men,  the  issue  of  a 
depraved  stock,  and  that,  consequently,  our  Qov- 
ernment  may  not  prove  to  be  incorruptime.  If  we 
have  any  real  cause  to  boast,  it  is  not  that  we  are 


*In  the  seision  of  1810-11,  a  representative  in 
Congress  from  Masbsqhusetts  stated  (upon  what  au- 
thority is  not  known,  linless  it  be  actual  calculation) 
that  there  was  *' annually  distributed,  from  the  great 
departments,  an  amount  not  less  than  $5,500,000, 
and  from  the  Post  Office  Establishment  not  less  than 
$4,500,000,  making  an  aggregate  of  $10,000,000." 
It  is  believed  that  this  calculation  was  intended  to 
embrace  salaries  and  emoluments  only.  Whether 
correct  or  not  is  not  known  ;  but  this  is  certain,  that 
neitker  the  number  or  emoluments  of  officers  have 
Qttdsifone  any  diminution  since  that  period. 


perfect,  but  that  we  are  not  so  corrupted  as  o«i- 
nations.    To  us,  as  to  the  people  of  all  other  oxi 
tries,  the  love  of  honors  and  distinctions  is  so  grrj 
as  to  appear  natural,  and  our  sacrifices  oifrixkcii  ^ 
will  be  proportioned  to  our  desires  to  obtan  tfarzr 
Hence  the  eagerness  manifested  in  their  psisu/i. 
Let  us  not  flatter  ourselves  that  a  seat  up«it!i:- 
floor  will  defend  us  against  the  contagion  c\  \^t 
universal  desire.    We  are  no  better,  perhap,  &(?? 
a  short  period,  not  so  good,  as  those  bf  wbc»s  vfr 
are  sent.    We  boast  no  greater  peifectioii;  wepa& 
through  no  ordeal  by  which  our  integiiij  is  qjt^ 
refined.    Indeed,  it  will  be  wonderlal  ii  W€  an- 
not  less  secure  from  contamination  tli^n  our  c>^- 
stituents.    Placed  just  at  the  great  fountain ;  dailt 
witnesses  of  the  profuse  distrilNitiCTi  of  offiek 
favors ;  observers  of  the  dignity  and  coaseqoeDC^ 
acquired  by  the  fortunate  smicitor^  an^  the  rapid 
and  adranta^peous  chanffe  made  m  his  stvie  and 
appearance;  if>  would  afford  an  UMLeaaapted  resr 
of  disinterestedness  if  our  desbes  woe  not  in- 
creased to  run  the  same  glorious  laoe,  when  the 
prize  is  importanee  and  fortune,  and  the  oolV^  |shce 
required  is  a  proper  degree  of  sobservlenoe.    Thp 
proposed  amendment  will  go  rerf  liar  to  checi 
this  inordinate  passion,  hj  removing  tha  tempta- 
tion.   ^^  Place  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  ExefutiTe 
to  buy  us,"  and,  by  the  same  operation,  ^wesh^ 
pla;ce  it  out  of  our  own  power  to  be  booghL^   Is 
uttering  these  sentiments,  I  set  up  no  pretcosiom 
to  peculiar  integ[rity.    It  may  he  that  I  shosii 
prove  not  more  inaccessible  tnan  other  laen.    I 
know  not  what  effect  such  a  temptatioB  m'^t 
make  upon  me.    I  can  only  say  ^at  it  has  n(^ 
been  presented,  and  I  have  not  soiu^ht  it 

I  therefore  advance  the  opinion  Ukmt  o&eehmt- 
ing  pervades  the  nation,  and  that  eva  in  this 
House  it  is  to  be  found.  The  means  of  soccesf^ 
has  become  so  much  a  master  of  rei^lar  seience. 
that  the  candidate  for  &vor  is  disdnguisb^ 
without  difficulty  by  ius  conduct.  If,  ii^eed.  tk 
members  of  the  National  Legislature  coaid  be 
withdrawn  from  the  crowd  that  year  ^eryeir 
inHest  this  city,  the  danger  would  be  leoeacd-  Bur 
the  appointment. of  these  is  a  growiof  pnctice. 
To  quote  instances  would  be  an  uofawable,  per- 
haps an  invidious  task.  We  have  ouIt  to  tu  out 
recollections  in  a  silent  manner,  ani  cases  wXi 
arise  fay  the  doaen.  Bv  proceeding  in  dns  wanoer. 
a  friend  and  mysdf  have  pointed  to  the  appoiil* 
ment  of  twelve  Senators,  and  abooc  donme  tbr 
number  of  Representatiyes,  to  offices  of  one  kio^ 
or  another,  and  probably  these  do  not  coosbtat^ 
one^half* 

The  inquiry  would  not  prove  unprofitable  to  ex- 
amine with  some  scrutiny  into  the  political  opic- 
ions  of  such  as  have  received  appointments  undc 
the  several  administrations  of  this  Crovernmc}' 
I  think  it  would  result  in  an  acknowledgme:i' 
that,  with  very  few  exceptions,  they  will  proTe  t 
have  been  the  uniform  friends  and  admirers  o!^- 
Executive  Magistrate  at  whose  hands  promo.*i:i: 
was  received ;  and  that,  in  most  of  the  casess  ^< 
was  bestowed  after  a  course  of  the  warmesf  rap- 
port of  their  favored  chief.    Cannot  our  memorie.^ 
at  this  time  furnish  many  of  us  with  cases  of  tbii 


1853 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1864 


April,  1820. 


JmMdmeut  to  the  ConstUtOion. 


H.  QF  R. 


kind?  Have  aone  of  us  observed,  from  coikduct 
sufficient  to  leave  no  doabt  iipcm  the  mind,  in- 
stances of  servility  under  the  mask  of  affected  in- 
dependence? Can  we  remember  no  solicitations 
by,  and  recommendations  given  to,  members  of 
CoDfpress?  Have  we  never  heard  of  a  wish  to 
obtam  a  seat  first  upon  this  floor,  and  thence  a 
promotion  to  the  Senate  as  bnnginff  them  nearer 
to  the  object  of  their  desires  by  a  kmd  of  regular 
march  to  the  summit  oi  honor  ?  In  short  can  we 
remember  no  appointments  being  actually  made 
of  these  importunate  solicitors  ?  Short  as  has  been 
my  political  lift,  I  have  thought  that  I  have  wit- 
nessed something  of  this  kind. 

To  suppose,  then,  a  seat  in  CoDgress,  and  the 
responsibility  of  the  member  to  his  cmiatitneiits, 
are  eflectual  harriers  against  corruption,  is  raying 
too  much  upon  a  porfection,  that  eiperisnce  con- 
tmdicts.    As  I  have  said,  it  oidy  brings  us^within 
view  of  the  tempting  bait    The  clause  in  the 
Federal  Constitution,  to  which  the  amendment 
more  particulady  attaches^  is  itself  founded  upon 
the  possihility  of  corrwtion  in  the  Legislature. 
Its  defect  is,  as  I  will  hereafter  attempt  to  show, 
that  it  doesAot  provide  a  suffioient  guard  against  it 
The  history  of  this  Qovernment  noints  to  the 
necessity  of  tms  amendmeot    From  Inis  we  know 
that,  in  tMo^s  past,  the  spirit  of  party  has  run  into 
extremes  in  search  of  omcesand  dignified  stations. 
We  have  hmrd  of  the  creation  of  offices  by  an  exr 
piring  faction,  just  ainkinff  under  public  mdigna- 
tion,  to  be  filleid  by  themselves  or  their  friends,  in 
the  hope  of  yet  retaining  power  in  some  of  the 
departments  of  Government.    Nay,  the  time  has 
been  when  the  Executive  has  haen  reduced  to 
great  difficulty  by  bein^  farced  to  choose  between 
two  legislative  fnends  m  search  of  the  same  nomi- 
nation.   And  here  I  do  not  wiah  to  be  understood 
as  hinting  that  there  ha've  been  open  cases  of  bar- 
gain between  the  Bxeputive  and  an  individual 
ior  office.    I  know  of  no  sych  case ;  and,  if  I  did, 
prudence  would  induce  me  to  forbear  mentioning 
It.    But,  where  the  Executive  can  give,  and  the 
ioidivMliial  wishes  to  receive,  .^bene  are  a  thousand 
ways  in  ^hieh  mattens  can  jbe  undaiatQod.  and  yet 
never  a  word  spoken.    In  cases  of  this  kind  the 
Executive  is  cf rHin  to  lose  oae  friend,  if  he  ^ 
points  either,  and,  if  be  refinen  both,  ne  forfeits 
the  sMpport  of  both.    Bv  the  adoption  of  the  pro- 
posed aiWE^Btent  of  tne  Constitution,  all  these 
evils  and  diwulties  will  be  prevented.    It  will  do 
more;  it  will  a^rd  to  our  coastitUAnts  the  best 
possible  evideip^  of  thepurity  of  our  motives  and 
r^ard  for  thdr  iatefwts^  uacoauected  with  sdfiah 
considerations. 

It  majr  be  urged  that,  if  the  amendment  is 
adopted,  it  will  apridge  the  rkbts  of  the  Rqwe- 
sentative^  by  debarring  him  from  that  to  which 
every  citizen  in  the  Aepuhlic  is  entitled  tQ  aspire. 
This  would  indeed  be  the  case  for  a  certain  term, 
to  wit:  ^^during  (he  time  for  which  he  was  elected.'' 
But,  if  it  is  believed  that,  to  seQure  the  purity  of 
legislation,  such  an  abridgement  of  right  ia  proper, 
then  the  Representative  has  no  right  to  complain, 
afjter  he  shall  have  consented  totiie  upon  him  the 
legislative  fuaction,  with  a  knowledge  of  such  a 
provision  in  the  Constitution. 


A  more  common  argument  against  it  is,  that  it 
will  place  beyond  attainment  tne  best  talents  of 
the  country — for  that  these  can  only  be  developed 
on  the  floor  of  Congress.  Whatever  weight  such 
an  objection  might  have  had  in  the  early  history 
of  the  nation,  it  nas  now  very  little.  At  this  day 
offices  can  be  as  well  filled  out  of,  as  in,  Congress. 
The  very  equal  distribution  of  property  through- 
out the  country,  (when  compared  with  what  it  is 
in  other  countries,)  and  the  very  few  splendid  for- 
tunes owned  by  those  who  have  had  seats  in  either 
House  of  Congress,  united  with  other  causes,  amimg 
which  the  free  and  frequent  exeroieec^  the  elective 
franchise  may  be  stat^,  have  produced,  and  will 
continue  to  uroduce,  a  rapid  change  in  the  mem«- 
bers  of  the  Legislature.  I  have  not  observed  thas 
those  who  have  retired  axe  leas  worthy,  or  less 
wise,  thaA  those  who  have  succeeded  them. 

As  before  hinted,  the  Constitution  does  not  now 

Soride  a  sufficient  guard  against  the  exercise  of 
xeeutive  influence  upon  the  deliberatiotts  of  Con- 
^Eess.  At  present  its  only  provision  upon  the  sub* 
jisct  is,  that  <<No  Senator  or  Representative  shall, 
*  during  the  time  for  which  he  was  elected,  be  ap- 
'  pointS  to  any  civil  office  under  the  authonty  of 
^  the  United  States,  which  ^tall  have  been  cra- 
'  ated,  or  the  emoluments  whereof  shall  have  faeen 
'  increased  during  such  time ;  and  no  parson  hold* 
<  ing  any  office  under  the  United  Stata,  shaU  be 
^  a  member  of  either  House  during  his  continu- 
'  ance  in  office."  Here  the  evil  anticipated,  and 
tjgainst  which  proviuon  was  made^  was  the  mul- 
t^lication  of  offices,  and  the  exorbttanev  of  sala- 
ries. The  clause  does  not  obstruct  members  from 
obtaining  offices  previously  created,  and  with  the 
salaries  of  which  they  may  be  satisned.  Wbat  is 
the  number  of  these  I  have  before  hinted.  That 
we  can  move  within  their  tempting  vortex  with 
less  danger  to  our  intenity  than  would  arise  from 
the  opea  creation  of  office  for  our  own  benefit,  is 
scarcely  credible.  In  truth,  the  proposed  amend- 
ment is  necessary  to  the  perfection  of  the  alauae 
read.  It  is  true  that,  to  create  a  perfect  jfuard 
against  all  eonupt  motives  in  legislatian,  is  not 
possible^  for  inatanee,  it  is  posatblea.man  might 
be  swerved  from  correct  conduct  by  the  wish  to 
obtain  offices  for  his  rdativ^es.  In  such  cases  we 
know  not  whene  to  stop.  At  what  degme  of  rela- 
tionship shall  thia  desire  be  said  to  ocaae?  The 
qneatum  admits  of  no  certain  answer.  But  it  is 
not  ^ffieult  t/o  provide  against  selfish  temptotioas; 
and,  wImu  this  is  elEKted,  we  shall  have  done 

tnu<Tb- 
The  amendment  as  proposed  has  one  ddect.  It 

does  not  defeat  the  possibility  of  obtaining  aj^int- 
menls  at  the  moment  of  retiring  from  Congrev. 
Between  appointments  while  a-  member,  and  at 
the  moment  of  ceasing  to  be  so,  there  is  Uttle  dif- 
ference. The  evil,  if  any,  is  as  great  in  the  one 
case  as  in  the  other,  if  bestowed  as  the  reward  of 
obedience  to  Rxeeutive  will.  There  should,  there- 
fore, be  a  period  fixed  within  which  the  member 
may  again  mix  with  the  jpeat  mass  of  the  people 
before  his  eligibility  to  offiee  is  restored.  Duruif 
this  term,  his  capacity  and  qualifications  wiU  be 
undergoing  a  process  of  probation  and  refineBimt. 
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If  possessed  of  neither  talents  nor  integrity,  he  will 
sink  into  ohscority,  "the  world  forgetting,  and  by 
the  world  forgot."  If,  on  the  contrary,  he  does 
possess  them,  like  the  Roman,  he  will  be  invited 
afl[ain  from  his  retreat,  and  drawn  into  the  service 
of  his  country.  I  shall^  therefore,  propose  to 
amend  the  resolution  by  mserting  the  words,  "or 
within  one  vear  thereafter." 

Before  talcing  my  seat,  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
ail  the  information  I  can  upon  a  subject  of  so 
much  consequence,  I  will  advert  to  the  attempts 
heretofore  made  for  a  similar  principle  as  that 
vnder  consideration.  In  the  Federal  Convention, 
a  similar  clause  was  early  introduced,  as  well  in 
the  f»m€t  submitted  by  Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia, 
as  in  that  of  an  honorable  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  now  a  member  of  this  House,  (Mr. 
PiNCKNBY.)  Notwithstanding  the  various  modi- 
fications and  revisions  of  the  Constitution,  in  that 
body,  before  its  final  adoption  in  its  present  shape, 
this  clause  was  retained  until  almost  its  last  read- 
ing. In  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution  by  the 
States  of  New  York  and  Virginia,  and  perhaps  by 
some  other  States,  it  was  recommendea  as  one  of 
the  amendments  proposed  by  those  States.  Fi- 
nally, in  1810,  a  distinguished  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  now  a  member  of  the  Senate, 
{Mr.  Maoon,)  made  an  attempt  to  incorporate  the 
principle  into  the  Constitution,  by  proposing  it  as 
ap  amendment,  in  Congress.  After  considerable 
discussion,  it  was  recommitted  to  a  select  commit- 
tee for  amendment,  who  gave  it  the  following 
form:  "No  Senator  or  Representative  shall  be 
'  appointed  to  any  civil  office,  place,  or  appoint- 

*  ment,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
'  until  the  expiration  of  the  Presidential  term  in 
'  which  such  person  shall  have  served,  as  a  Sen- 

*  ator  or  Representative."  In  this  shape  it  was 
rejected,  for  the  want  of  very  few  votes,  in  order  to 
make  a  Constitutional  majority.  The  difference 
between  that  proposition  and  the  one  under  con- 
sideration will  be  readily  perceived.  That  left 
the  whole  of  the  United  States  open  to  each  new 
President  to  select,  according  to  his  pleasure^  such 
as  he  deemed  qualified  for  any  office  withm  his 
nomination ;  but  that,  after  a  Senator  or  Repre- 
amtative  shall  have  once  served  in  Congress,  if 
but  for  a  day,  he  was  ineligible  during  that  Presi- 
dential term  in  which  he  shall  have  done  it.  In 
thdr  object,  to  wit,  the  securing  of  legislative  in- 
dependence, the  effects  of  the  two  propositions  will 
be  found  to  differ  more  in  words  tnan  substance. 

In  the  remarks  I  have  made  I  hope  I  have  done 
injury  to  the  feelings  of  no  one.  I  certainly  did 
not  intend  it.  I  shall  also  regret  very  much  that 
any  one  should  suspect  me  of  alluding  more  to  the 
present  than  past  Administrations  of  the  Govern- 
ment I  disavow  every  such  intention,  and  have 
carefully  avoided  a  comparison  between  them.  On 
this  subject,  there  is  little  diff*erence  between  them. 

When  Mr.  Cobb  had  concluded,  the  amend- 
ment reported  to  the  said  resolution  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
was  then  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and 
^e  said  amendment,  as  amended,  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 


*<No  Senator  or  Bepresentttive  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  Btatcs  shall,  daring  the  tioie  for  which  he 
wes  elected,  or  within  one  year  thereailer,   be  ap- 
pointed to  any  civil  offiee  under  the  aothorify  of  the 
United  Stetea." 

On  the  question  to  order  the  resolution  to  a  third 
reading,  a  debate  arose,  which  occupied  about  two 
hours.  The  gentlemen  who  engaged  in  the  debate 
were  Messrs.  Pindall,  Brush,  SiMniis,  Neaub, 
Cobb,  Robertson^  Sergeant,  and  Ccshman. 

Mr.  SiMUNB,  of  South  Carolina,  said : — ^Not- 
withstanding, Mr.  Speaker,  the  aversion  of  the 
House  to  see  Its  precious  time  consumed  in  speeches, 
yet  an  imperious  sense  of  duty  constrains  me  to  call 
attention  to  a  measure  extraordinary  in  its  nature 
and  consequences.  Sir,  the  proposed  amendment 
is  bottomed  upon  an  improper  and  unfounded 
distrust  of  the  members  of  Congraw  a  disfnist 
not  warranted  by  any  thing  past  or  present  in  oar 
I^slative  history.  The  proper  selection  of  all 
officers  in  the  power  of  the  Executive  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  depends  on  a  correct  and  perfect  ^owl- 
edge  of  the  persons  to  be  appointed.  This  lmow\- 
edge,  in  a  country  so  extensive  and  so  diversified 
as  ours,  is  hard  to  be  obtained.  How  can  it  be 
most  accuiatelv  obtained  1  is  the  true  question  now 
to  be  discussea  and  decided.  My  opinion,  most 
unequivocallv,  is,  that  it  can  be  had  with  more 
precision  ana  more  certainty  from  the  legislative 
hall  of  the  nation  than  from  any  other  quarter 
whatever.  Here  every  member  is  m  the  eye  of  the 
nation,  and  on  its  most  interesting  theatre.  Here 
it  is  that  a  man  becomes  not  on^  better  known, 
but  more  perfectly  identified  with  the  history, 
measures,  and  successes  of  the  National  Govern- 
ment, instituted  to  secure  the  prosperity  and  pro- 
mote the  happiness  of  the  whole  nation.  Here  it  is 
that  a  man's  political  principles,  honesty,  and  tal- 
ents, are  more  thoroughly  tested  and  tried  than 
in  any  other  situation  ;  and  here  it  is  that  knowl- 
edge to  see,  and  experience  to  inquire  the  public 
good,  can  be  most  certainly,  usefully,  and  easiiy 
obtained. 

If  the  President  in  making  choice  oi  important 
officers,  not  only  for  his  Cabinet,  but  for  foreign 
nussiouR,  and  a  great  many  other  important  ob- 
jects, is  cut  off"  from  members  of  Congress,  as  the 
{iresent  amendment  contemplates,  where  is  he  to 
ook,  or  from  what  sources  can  he  collect  infor- 
mation to  direct  him  ?  Can  he  look  to  the  dif- 
ferent State  Legislatures  ?  If  he  does,  how  few 
can  he  find  there  who  have  so  pre-eminendf  dis- 
tinguished themselves  as  to  be  sufficiently  known 
to  the  President  or  the  nation.  Is  h^  then,  to  rdy 
on  the  representations  of  factious  and  partisan 
newspapers  7  or,  if  not,  on  the  representatioiis  of 
men  equally  factious  and  partial,  endeavoring  to 
promote  the  views  of  some  connexion  or  personal 
favorite,  who  may  or  who  may  not  have  merit  ? 
Sir,  the  information  obtained  in  this  way  would 
be  not  only  vague  and  uncertain,  but  would  come 
often  through  a  stream  so  polluted  and  muddy  as 
to  be  of  a  most  dangerous  charaeta. 

But  it  may  be  said  that  members  of  Congress 
may  be  appealed  to  for  a  history  of  the  character 
and  qualineations  of  those  fit  to  be  appointed. 
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Admitted ;  bat  this  introduces  a  mischief  infinite' 
ly  more  alarming  than  your  amendment  can  rem- 
edy. You  compel  the  President  to  receive  their 
information,  which  must  often  be  personal,  partial, 
and  sometimes,  of  course,  unfounded,  instead  of 
giving  him  an  opportunity  of  judging  for  himself 
of  men  immediately  in  his  view,  and  upon  his 
own  responsibility.  When  a  member  serves  in 
this  body  for  years,  if  he  has  talent  and  industrv, 
he  must  become  useful^  prominent,  and  distinffuisn- 
ed.  He  is  not  only  tried  in  talent,  but  in  political 
honesty  and  consistency.    He  becomes  national 

Eroperty,  and  the  President  is  driven  to  no  second 
and,  to  no  uncertain  or  doubtful  channel  for  char- 
acter or  information.  He  is  enabled  to  judge  for 
himself. 

But  this  is  not  the  only  inconvenience  in  beinff 
compelled  to  receive  recommendations  through 
members  of  Congress.  You  thereby  make  mem- 
bers partisans  and  intriguers  for  offices  for  their  per- 
sonal friends.  You  increase  the  evil  your  amend- 
ment purports  to  remedy.  You  contaminate  and 
debase  the  very  source  which  you  affect  to  preserve 
pure.  You  set  the  artful  and  ambitious  among  the 
people  to  electioneer  for  members  of  Congress,  to 
enable  them  thereby  to  obtain  offices ;  and  you  set 
members  of  Congress  to  intriguiujg  for  offices,  that 
they  may  promote  and  insure  their  elections. 

The  member  from  Georgia  who  proposed  this 
amendment  said,  that,  in  turning  his  attention  for 
a  few  yean  back,  he  found  that  the  Presidents  had 
taken  ten  or  twelve  members  from  the  Senate, 
and,  perhaps,  double  that  number  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  to  fill  offices  within  his  gift. 
Agreed,  sir ;  and  what  does  the  ffendeman  prove 
by  this  1  Has  he  shown  us  that  these  offices  have 
been  disgraced,  or  the  National  Legislature  injured 
hy  this  coarse  1  Can  he  say  that  the  offices  have 
heen  not  well  filled  and  their  duties  faithfully  per- 
formed ?  I  aver  that,  in  general,  this  has  be^  the 
case ;  and,  if  he  wishes  to  draw  any  inferences 
favorable  to  his  amendment,  he  ought  to  have 
shown  this.  It  was  his  duty  to  have  proved  to 
this  body  the  dangerous  consequences  ansinff  from 
the  facts  he  states.  Sir,  we  have  seen  no  such  con- 
sequences, nor  do  I  believe  we  ever  shall.  In- 
trigues and  designs  belong  more  to  ambitious  men 
out  of  Congress  than  in  it,  and  many  instances 
could  be  mentioned  to  prove  this  assertion.  Mem- 
bers of  Congress  are  upon  their  good  behavior  be- 
fore the  wlK>le  nation.  They  obtain  a  political 
standing  and  character  in  ^he  eyes  of  their  coun- 
tryr,  which  become  sanctioned  and  consecrated,  and 
this  character  and  standing  can  only  be  retained 
by  a  steady,  honest,  and  consistent  political  course ; 
and  let  me  tell  the  House,  that  the  President  would 
lessen,  and  eventually  destroy  his  own  character, 
if  he  did  not  appoint  men  of  tried  patriotism,  un- 
questtooable  experience,  and  distin^ished  talents. 
His  own  reputation  is  identified  with  that  of  the 
officers  of  his  own  creation. 

But,  suppose  you  adopt  the  amendment,  where 
will  he  go  for  his  distinguished  officers?  We 
have  already  seen  that  there  are  very  few  men 
whose  talents  are  so  eialted,  or  whose  career  is  so 
bright,  as  to  introduce  them  to  the  view  of  the 

ICth  Con.  1st  Sesb. — 59 


President  whilst  they  act  in  the  comparatively 
narrow  compassof  a  State.  He  must,  then,  resort 
principally  to  his  diplomatic  corps  in  foreign  coun- 
tries tor  Lis  appointments^  and  can  those  who 
have  resided  abroad  for  years,  removed  from  the 
habits,  political  institutions  and  government  of 
their  own  country,  and  who  may  imperceptibly  to 
themselves  have  imbibed  a  slight  tinge  of  foreign 
habits  and  notions,  if  not  principles — I  say,  is  it 
safe  to  confine  the  President  to  those,  principally, 
to  fill  his  highest  offices? 

Sir,  I  am  not  disposed  to  degrade  Congress  in 
the  manner  this  amendment  contemplates.  I  have 
seen  often  much  reason  for  admiration  of  the  con- 
duct of  very  many  members;  and,  so  far  from  this 
illiberal  distrust,  1  have  confidence  in  the  body  of 
whom  1  have  the  honor  to  be  a  member — ^I  deem 
the  members  honorable  and  fit  for  any  trust,  and 
this  is  the  theatre  on  which  to  try  their  intoBTity 
and  usefulness;  and  permit  me  to  say  they  will,  in 
proportion  to  their  services  here,  be  more  and 
more  fitted  for  the  higher  and  more  honorable 
offices,  if  there  are  any  such. 

Sir,  it  may  be  said  that  members  should  feel  a 
delicacy  in  opposing  this  amendment,  because  it 
ffoes  to  destroy  their  chance  for  offices.  I,  for  one, 
feel  no  such  delicacy — 1  seek  not,  nor  do  I  expect 
promotion — but,  for  the  good  of  the  nation,  I  would 
not  confine  the  President  in  his  choices,  and,  least 
of  all,  would  I  cut  him  off  from  a  body,  from  its 
very  nature,  better  calculated  to  afford  good  offi- 
cers than  any  other.  1,  then,  see  no  reason  for 
thus  disfranchizing  members  of  Congress,  and 
stigmatizing  them  m  the  eyes  of  the  nation ;  and, 
Mr.  Speaker,  permit  me  to  say  that,  if  I  were  com- 
pelled either  to  exclude  memoers  altogether,  or  to 
choose  from  among  them  alone,  1  would  prefer  the 
latter  alternative. 

It  is,  therefore,  I  think,  evident  that  it  would  be 
unwise  to  exclude  the  Executive  from  his  choice 
among  members  of  Congress,  because  they  are^ 
from  their  very  situation,  better  known  to  the 
President  and  tne  nation. 

Because  their  political  and  moral  integrity  will 
be  more  thorougnly  tried ; 

Because  they  will  acquire  greater  experience 
and  knowledge  on  a  theatre  at  which  almost  all 
men  of  promise  aim ;  and 

Because,  by  a  probation  on  this  theatre,  men 
become  more  national,  more  attached  to,  and 
identified  with  the  Constitution  and  measures  of 
their  Government;  and  because  they  become,  in 
truth,  more  truly  American. 

Mr.  CusHMAN,  of  Massachusetts,  said^  when  the 
resolution  was  first  submitted,  he  waK  inclined  to 
view  it  with  benignant  sensations ;  but,  upon  re- 
flection, he  noKr  viewed  it  with  less  complacency. 
The  amendment  would  not  answer  the  purpose 
contemplated.  That  ambition  mast  be  short- 
sighted, indeed,  which  did  not  look  ahead  beyond 
two  or  even  six  years.  And,  supposing  a  man  ca- 
pable of  being  moved  by  any  influence  that  might 
be  exerted  upon  him,  he  would  make  his  calcula- 
tion of  being,  for  the  limited  term,  a  good  and 
faithful  servant ;  and  then  waiting,  in  humble  as- 
surance, after  a  short  period,  of  altering  into  the 
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joys  of  kis  political  lord.  But,  cont^ided  Mr.  C.» 
should  the  ameudoaent  proposed  lessen  the  chance , 
of  Executive  influende,  as  was  the  avowed  object 
of  the  honorable  mover,  he  apprehended  more  in* 
jury  from  the  diminution  than  benefit.  The  Ex- 
eoutive  he  conceived  to  be  the  weakest  co-ordi* 
nate  branch  of  the  Government.  He  was  unwil- 
ling to  abridge  any  of  its  Constitutional  preroga- 
tives, or  to  impair  the  influence  of  any  patronage 
which,  by  the  Constitution,  might  be  attached  to 
it.  Tne  influence  of  the  Executive,  to  his  know- 
ledge, never  had  been  improperly  exerted ;  it  had 
generally  been  salutary  in  its  efiects.  There  could 
e  no  just  objection  to  thb  legitimate  influence, 
that  its  benefits  had  been  usually  experienced  by 
the  friends  of  the  Chief  Magistrate.  Who  should 
be  benefited  in  preference  to  his  friends  ?  who,  in 
his  opinion,  must  also  be  the  friends  of  the  nation. 
Other  thin^  being  equal,  a  preference  should  be 
given  to  friends.  Wo  be  to  the  man  who  neglects 
his  friends  and  courts  his  enemies,  and  relies  on 
their  attachment  for  his  support  1  It  was  said  of 
Charles  II.,  of  England,  that,  when  he  passed  an 
act  of  indemnity  to  his  enemies,  he  consigned  his 
friends  to  oblivion. 

Mr.  C.  hoped  that  no  supreme  Executive  of  the 
United  States  would  ever  incur  a  similar  reproach. 
Gentlemen,  conscious  of  human  frailty,  were  of 
opinion  that  the  safety  of  human  virtue  depended 
SBAterially  on  its  exemption  from  trial.  He  was 
not  disposed  to  dispute  the  justness  of  the  senti- 
ment. They  had  enforced  their  doctrine  by  the 
highest  authority :  ''  Lead  us  not  into  temptation.'' 
He  acknowledged  its  pertinence — he  felt  its  force. 
But  virtue.  Christian  virtue,  as  pure  as  it  is  in  its 
source,  does  not  usually  flourish  without  the  hope 
of  receiving  its  appropriate  rewards.  Will  patri- 
otism attain  its  luU  vigor  if  denied  all  nourish- 
ment, every  motive  that  may  serve  to  water  its  root 
and  expand  its  germ  ?  Gentlemen  had  enforced 
and  adorned  their  reasoning  by  Scripture  language. 
He  trusted  he  also,  without  any  uniavoraUe  im- 
putation, might  be  indulged  in  a  similar  liberty. 
**  Be  not  weary  in  well  doing ;  for  in  due  time  you 
shall  reap,  if  you  faint  not."  The  motive  here 
contained  is  no  less  useful  to  animate  the  patriot 
than  it  is  the  man  of  piety.  The  proposed  amend- 
ment, as  it  was  not  calculated  to  answer  the  end 
pioposed— «nd  if  it  were,  the  eflect  would  not  be 
salutary,  as  it  would  lessen  a  motive  to  extraordi- 
nary exertion  for  the  public  good — ought  not,  in 
his  opinion,  to  be  adopted. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  Shall  the  said 
resolotion  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time?  and 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  72,  nays  87,  as 
follows : 

YsAs-^Messri.  Abbot,  Ad«iD«,  Al^snder,  Allen  «f 
MMwchosetts,  Allen  of  New  Y(Hk,  AUon  of  Tan- 
nessee,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Ball,  Barboar,  Bay* 
ly,  Beecher,  Boden,  Burwell,  Butler  of  New  Hamp- 
ahire,  BuUer  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Crafts,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Culpeper,  Earle,  Edwards 
of  North  Carolina,  Pay,  Floyd,  Garnett,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
Hendricks,  Herrick,  Heister,  Hooks,  Jones  of  Virginia, 
Jonet  of  Tenne»see,  Kendall,  Kent,  Little,  Marchand, 


Meigs,  Mercer,  Meteal^  Monell,  Motten,  Murray, 
Neide,  Overstreet,  Phelps,  Piodall,  Plomer,  Seed,  Eoss, 
Russ,  Sawyer,  Sloan,  Slocomb,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Storm,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Swearingen,  Tair,  Terrell, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Tacker  of  South  Carotins^  Tjler, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and 
Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Archer  of  Maryland,  Baldwin,  Bate- 
man,  Bloomfield,  Brown,  Brush,  Bryan,  Buffum, 
Campbell,  Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cook,  Culbreth,  Cash- 
man,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Dennison,  De- 
witt,  Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticnt,  Ervin, 
Fisher,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Fuller,  Oroae  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Hackley,  Hall  of  Delaware,  flttrdin,  Haxard, 
Hibshman,  Holmes,  Hoetetter,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Linn, 
Livennore,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  MaoJay^  MeCk^,  Me- 
Creary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Keotaeky, 
Mallary,  Mason,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Momlajt  Nel- 
son of  Massadinsetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  JH^wtoa, 
Parker  of  Massachuaetts,  Parker  of  Viigmia,  Patter- 
son, Philson,  Piteher,  Rankin,  Rhaa,  Rioh,  Richards, 
Richmond,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Sampson, 
Sergeant,  Settle,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Smith  of 
New  Jersey,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Southard,  Sle- 
vens,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Taylor,  Tomlinson, 
Tompkins,  Wallace,  Wendover,  and  Wood. 

And  so  the  said  amendment  was  rejected. 


MozfOAY,  April  17. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland^  from  the  Conmittee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  committed  the 
engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ann  McLatire,  widow 
and  administratrix  of  Andrew  Mclntire,  deceased, 
reported  th«  same,  without  amendment.  And  on 
his  motion  the  bill  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Sjf  ITH,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  also  committed  the  engrossed  bill  for  Uie  relief 
of  John  Wells,  reported  the  same  without  sanend- 
men  t.  Mr.  8.  moved  that  the  bUl  bealao  postponed 
indefinitely;  when,  it  was  ordocd  to  he  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Morton,  from  theselect  conunittee,lo  which 
was  referred  the  resolution  from  the  Senate  fuEing 
a  period  for  the  termination  of  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  made  a  report  in  part,  which  was 
read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  % 

Mr.  HABniH  moved  that  the  select  eommiiiee  to 
which  is  referred  the  resolution  from  the  Senate 
fixing  a  period  for  Use  termination  of  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  ha  dischAFged  from  the  Horthcr 
consideration  therepf,  which  was  deetded  in  the 
negaUTe^— yeas  66.  Bays  71. 

Mr.  Slocumb  Utm  moved  that  the  Hoaae  do 
now  proceed  to  consider  the  resolution  sohmitled 
by  him  on  the  sixth  ultimo,  to  fix  a  period  for  the 
termination  of  (he  present  session. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  Will  die  House  now  proceed  to  oonsider  the 
saio  resolution  7  and  was  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  86,  nays  70. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocks, 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  transmitting  copies  of  contracts,  dec,  entered 
into  at  the  War  Department,  since  the  year  1615, 
for  the  building  and  repairing  arsenale,  nngcpBes, 
and  armories,  be  refemd  to  a  select  cooumttee ; 
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and,  Me«an.  Cocke,  SiMKiva,  and  Storrs,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Lowndes  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
C.  N.  Buck,  in  relation  to  the  case  of  the  Danish 
brigantine  Henrick :  which  was  referred  to  the 
Conmuttee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  on 
that  case. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  rel- 
ative to  the  Arkansas  Territory,"  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  annex 
certain  lands  within  the  Territory  of  Michigan  to 
the  iau^  district  of  Detroit,"  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

"A  resolution  giving  the  consent  of  Congress  to 
a  compact  concluded  oetween  the  States  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee,  for  the  settlement  of  their 
boundary  line/'  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Storrs  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  bill  confirtning  the  title  or  the 
Mohiccan  or  Stockbridge  tribe  of  Indians  to  certain 
lands.    The  motion  was  negatived. 

STATE  OF  MAN! JFA0TURB8. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndbs,  the  House  proceed- 
ed to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him,  on 
Saturday,  calling  on  the  Committee  of  Manulac- 
tures  to  report  certain  information  respecting  the 
state  of  manufactures  in  the  United  Stales. 

On  ihis  proposition  arose  a  short  debate,  in  the 
course  of  which  the  motion  was  supported  and 
opposed  as  follows :  Affirmative — ^Messrs.  Lown- 
des, Tyler,  Barbour,  and  Culpbpbr  ;  negative, 
Messrs.  Baldwin,  Seboeant,  Fuller,  Gross,  of 
New  York,  and  Little. 

TluMe  who  supported  the  motion  argued,  that 
encouragement  was  demanded  for  our  manufac- 
turers by  increased  duties,  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  now  oppressed  and  ruined ;  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  have  these  facts  to  know  how  far  these 
allegations  were  true  or  otherwise~-to  know  whe- 
ther the  distress  complained  of  was  in  fact  real  or 
supposititioos. 

Chi  the  other  hand,  it  was  argued,  that  the  revi- 
sion of  the  tariff  had  been  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Manufactures  from  considerations  of  na- 
tional policy,  and  not  from  a  minute  investigation 
of  details ;  -that  the  information  asked  was  not  such 
as  a  committee  of  this  House  ought  to  be  required 
to  give,  and  which  each  memmr  could  as  well 
procure  fat  himself  as  a  committee  for  him ;  and 
that  the  adoption  of  the  resolve  would  serve  the 
purpose  of  delay*  &c. 

The  question  oeing  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays,  on 
agreeing  to  the  resolve,  there  were — For  the  resolu- 
tion 72,  against  it  90,  as  follows : 

Teas — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
see, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
Ball,  Barbour,  Bryan,  Bufluro,  Barton,  Borwell,  Bntler 
of  New  Hampshire,  Bntler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon, 
Clagett,  Cobb,  Cocke,  CrafU,  Crawford,  Crowell, 
Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Edwards  of  North  Car- 
olina, Ervin,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Fuller,  Gamett,  Hall  of 
North  CaroMnSy  Hardin,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Jones 
of  Virginiay  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Llvermore,  Mc« 


Cresry,  Msech,  Mercer,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachu- 
setts, Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Pinckney,  Pindall,  Plumer,  Rankin*  Reed,  Rhea, 
Ringgold,  Robertson,  Settle,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Slocumb, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
North  CaroHna,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Swearingen, 
TerrelI,Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Walker,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of 
North  Carolina. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York,  Baker, 
Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden, 
Brown,  Brush,  Campbell,  Case,  Clark,  Cook,  Culbreth, 
Cushman,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson, 
Dowse,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Fay,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Gross  of  New  York, 
Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hall  of  Delaware,  Hazard,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibeh* 
man,  Heister,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley, 
Little,  Linn,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Mason, 
Meigs,  Hetcalf,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton, 
Mosejey,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massachusetts, 
Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Rich,  Richards, 
Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sawyer, 
Sergeant,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Smithof  New  Jersey,  Southard, 
Stevens,  Storrs,  Strctet,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson, 
Tompkins,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace, 
Wendover,  and  Wood. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

SEMINOLE  WAR. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Comnoit- 
tee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  the  late  campaign 
against  the  Seminole  Indians,  Mr.  Campbell  m 
the  chair. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Cannon  made  a  few  observations  in  favor 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Pindall  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
with  the  view  of  obtaining  information  whether 
or  not  these  men  received  their  forty  cents  per  day 
for  the  use  of  the  horses,  after  those  horses  were 
dead,  until  the  end  of  the  campaign. 

Tnis  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Pindall 
and  Hardin,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Cannon, 
Jones,  and  Allen,  of  Tennessee. 

It  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^70,  to  63.  So 
the  bill  lies  on  the  table. 

SALE  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  extending  the  time  for 
the  redemption  of  lands  sold  to  pay  the  direct  tax 
in  certain  cases. 

Mr.  Sergeant  moved  an  amendment  to  provide 
how  deeds  shall  be  made  to  purchasers  of  lands  sold 
for  the  payment  of  the  direct  tax,  where  there  is 
no  collector  now  to  do  it. — Agreed  to. 

No  other  debate  or  proceeding  took  ^ace  on  this 
hill.  To  the  same  Committee  of  the  Whole  was 
referred  two  or  three  other  bills;  among  them, 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  making  further  provision 
for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  (for  changing  the 
system  from  a  credit  to  cash  payments.) 

Mr.  Anderson  delivered  a  speech  of  half  an 
hour's  length  in  favor  of  the  bill. 
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joys  of  bis  political  lord.  But,  coatended  Mr.  C.y 
should  the  amendment  proposed  lessen  the  chance 
of  Executive  influence,  as  was  the  avowed  object 
of  the  honorable  mover,  he  apprehended  more  in- 
jury from  the  diminution  than  benefit.  The  Ex- 
eoutive  he  conceived  to  be  the  weakest  co-ordi- 
nate branch  of  the  Government.  He  was  unwil- 
ling to  abridge  any  of  its  Constitutional  preroga- 
tives, or  to  impair  the  influence  of  any  patronage 
which,  by  the  Constitution,  might  be  attached  to 
it.  Tne  influence  of  the  Executive,  to  his  know* 
ledge,  never  had  been  improperly  exerted ;  it  had 

generally  been  salutary  in  its  efiects.  There  could 
e  no  just  objection  to  this  legitimate  influence, 
that  its  benefits  had  been  usually  experienced  by 
the  friends  of  the  Chief  Magistrate.  Who  should 
be  benefited  in  preference  to  his  friends  ?  who,  in 
his  opinion,  must  also  be  the.  friends  of  the  nation. 
Oth^  thinf^  beinff  equal,  a  preference  should  be 
given  to  friends.  Wo  be  to  the  man  who  neglects 
his  friends  and  courts  his  enemies,  and  relies  on 
their  attachment  for  his  support  1  It  was  said  of 
Charles  II.,  of  England,  that,  when  he  passed  an 
act  of  indemnity  to  his  enemies,  he  consigned  his 
friends  to  oblivion. 

Mr.  C.  hoped  that  no  supreme  Executive  of  the 
United  States  would  ever  incur  a  similar  reproach. 
Gentlemen,  conscious  of  human  frailty,  were  of 
opinion  that  the  safety  of  human  virtue  depended 
materially  on  its  exemption  from  trial.  He  was 
n<tt  disposed  to  dispute  the  justness  of  the  senti- 
ment. They  had  enforced  their  doctrine  by^  the 
highest  authority :  "  Lead  us  not  into  temptation." 
He  acknowledged  its  pertinence — ^he  felt  its  force. 
But  virtue,  Christian  virtue,  as  pure  as  it  is  in  its 
source,  does  not  usually  flourish  without  the  hope 
of  receiving  its  appropriate  rewards.  Will  patri- 
otism attain  its  lull  vigor  if  denied  all  nourish- 
ment, every  motive  that  may  serve  to  water  its  root 
and  expand  its  germ?  Gentlemen  had  enforced 
and  adorned  their  reasoning  by  Scripture  language. 
He  trusted  he  also,  without  any  unfavoralQe  im- 
putation, might  be  indulged  in  a  similar  liberty. 
^  Be  not  weary  in  well  doing ;  for  in  due  time  you 
shall  reap,  if  you  faint  not."  The  motive  here 
contained  is  no  less  useful  to  animate  the  patriot 
than  it  is  the  man  of  piety.  The  proposed  amend- 
ment, as  it  was  not  calculated  to  answer  the  end 
pri^sed— and  if  it  were,  the  eflect  would  not  be 
salutary,  as  it  would  lessen  a  motive  to  extraordi- 
nary exertion  for  the  public  good — ought  not,  in 
his  opinion,  to  be  adopted. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  Shall  the  said 
resolution  be  en^ossed,  and  read  a  third  time  ?  and 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  72,  nays  87,  as 
follows : 

YsAs^MesCTi.  Abbot,  Adan^  Al^snder,  Alton  «f 
MMMchQietU,  AU«i  of  Nsfw  Toik,  Allan  of  Ten- 
DMisa,  Archer  of  Yirginit,  Baker,  Ball,  Barboar*  Bay* 
Iv,  Beecher,  Boden,  Borweil,  Botlor  of  New  Hamp- 
•hire,  BuUer  of  Louisiaiia,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Crafts,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Culpeper,  Earle,  Edwards 
of  North  Carolina,  Fay,  Floyd,  Garnett,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
Hendticks,  Herrick,  Hcister,  Hooks,  Jones  of  Ytrginia, 
Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kent,  LitUe,  Marchand, 


Meigs,  Mercer,  Metcal^  Monell,  Morton*  Masm 
Nea]e,Oventreet,  Phelps,  Pindall,  Plomer,  Rced,fi«a. 
Russ,  Sawyer,  Sloan,  Slocnmb,  B.  ftmith  of  Virgkc. 
Storrs,  Strong  of  Yermont,  Swearingeny  Tair,  TencL 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Soath  Carolina,  TjUt, 
Yan  Rensselaer,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Viigisa.  asd 
Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats — Meaers.  Archer  of  Maryland,  BaIdwiG«Bi3i£- 
man,   Bloomfield,   Brown,    Bniah,    Bryan,    Bsfs:!, 
Campbell,  Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cook,  Cufbreth,  Cab- 
man, Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Davidson,   Dennjeon.  De- 
witt,  Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  ConnecCicot,  Eniz, 
Fisher,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Fuller,  Orov  of  Pracfr.- 
vania,  Hackley,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Havdm,  Hazan:. 
Hibshman,  Holmes,  Hostetter,  Kinsey,  Sosler,  Limb. 
Livermorc,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maolayt  AfeCoj,  Me- 
Creary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  KeatocH. 
Mallary,  Mason,  R.  Moore,  8.  Mooie,  Momkej,  AeP 
son  of  MassadiiMetts,  Nelson  of  Yogiiii^  AewlMi, 
Parker  uf  Masaaohnaetts,  Parker  of  Viigioia.  Patter- 
son, Philson,  Pilfer,  Rankin,  JUaa,  Radi,  Rkhanis, 
Richmond,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Sampsoo, 
Sergeant,  Settle,  Shaw,   Silsbee,  ftinkina,  Smiik  of 
New  Jersey,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  SoaAuiid,  Su- 
vens,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Taylor,  TemUiiMiat 
Tompkins,  Wallace,  Wendover,  and  Wood. 

And  so  the  said  amendment  was  rejected. 


Monday,  April  17. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  fram  tke  Conmtttee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  eommined  mt 
engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ann  MiclBtiie,  widow 
and  administratrix  of  Andrew  Mclntire,  deccMed, 
reported  the  same,  without  amendment  And  on 
his  motion  the  bill  was  postponed  indefinitdf- 

Mr.  Sjf  iTH,  from  the  same  committee,  to  nidi 
was  also  committed  the  engrossed  bill  Iw  Ik  relief 
of  John  Wells,  reported  the  same  withoit  asKD^- 
men t.  Mr.  S.  mored  that  the  bill  be  abo  postpoaed 
indefinitely ;  when,  it  was  ardored  lo  he  on  tkr 
table. 

Mr.  Morton,  from  theselect  conunitieeyaiiriiicfa 
was  referred  the  resolution  from  the  ScMle  img 
a  period  for  the  termination  of  the  |pnKac«aoQ 
of  Conffress,  made  a  report  in  pail^  wfticb  was 
read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  % 

Mr.  Haboiv  moved  tlmtthe  select  ^ommitiee  to 
which  is  referred  the  resolutioin  from  ^  Senate 
fixing  a  period  for  Use  tenaination  of  the  pretcDt 
session  of  Congress,  ha  discharged  fram  &e  fimlicT 
consideration  thereiof,  which  was  decided  in  tkt 
neaatire — ^ycas  66.  Bays  71. 

Mr.  Slocum B  tW  mo^ed  that  tbe  Hoti^  ifo 
now  proceed  to  consider  the  leaolution  sotaoitted 
by  him  on  the  sixth  ultimo,  to  fix  a  period  for  tkc 
termination  of  Ihe  present  session. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken,  by  yeas  sn^ 
nays.  Will  the  House  now  proceed  to  considet  ibc 
said  resolution  ?  and  was  decided  in  the  xi^atiTe- 
yeas  86,  nays  70. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cooke, 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  Becretai}'  c: 
War  transmitting  copies  of  contracts,  dbc.,  entei^ 
into  at  the  \y'ar  Department,  since  the  year  }S15, 
for  the  building  and  repairing  arsenala,  magaxai^; 
and  armories,  be  refemd  to  a  select  eommitiee : 
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and,  Messrs.  Cocke,  Simkins,  fLQ^  8torr8,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  LowiYDES  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
C.  N.  Buck,  in  relation  to  the  case  of  the  Danish 
brigantine  Henrick:  which  was  referred  to  the 
Conunittee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed  the 
report  of  the  Compiittee  on  Foreign  Relations  on 
that  case. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  rel- 
ative to  the  Arkansas  Territory,"  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  annex 
certain  lands  within  the  Territory  of  Michigan  to 
the  land  district  of  Detroit,"  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

''A  reaohition  giTine  the  consent  of  Congress  to 
a  compact  concluded  between  the  States  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee,  for  the  settiement  of  their 
boundary  line,''  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Storrs  moved  that  the  House  do  now  nro- 
ceed  to  consider  the  bill  confirming  the  title  or  the 
Mohiccan  or  Stockbridge  tribe  of  Indians  to  certain 
lands.     The  motion  Was  negatived. 

STATE  OF  MANUFACTURES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  House  proceed- 
ed to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him,  on 
Saturday,  calling  on  the  Committee  of  Manulac- 
tures  to  report  certain  information  respectiQg  the 
state  of  manufactures  in  the  Uqited  States. 

On  this  proposition  arose  a  short  debate,  in  the 
course  of  which  the  motion  was  supported  and 
opposed  as  follows :  Affirmative — Messrs.  Lown- 
des, Tyler,  Barbour,  and  Cdlpepbr  ;  negative, 
Messrs.  Baldwin,  Sebgbant,  Follsr,  Gross,  of 
New  York,  and  Littls. 

Those  who  supported  the  motion  argued,  that 
eacouragement  was  demanded  for  our  manufao- 
tmreis  l>y  increased  duties,  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  now  oppressed  and  ruined;  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  have  these  facts  to  know  how  far  these 
allegations  were  true  or  otherwise-^-to  know  whe- 
ther the  distress  complained  of  was  in  fact  real  or 
suppositttioos. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  argued,  that. the  revi- 
sion of  the  tariff  had  been  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Manufactures  from  considerations  of  na- 
tional policy,  and  not  from  a  minute  investigation 
of  details ;  that  the  information  asked  was  not  such 
as  a  committee  of  this  House  ought  to  be  required 
to  give,  and  which  each  memwr  could  as  well 
procure  for  himself  as  a  committee  for  hini ;  and 
that  the  adoption  of  the  resolve  would  serve  the 
purpose  of  delay.  &c. 

The  question  oeing  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays,  on 
agreeing  to  the  resolve,  there  were — For  the  resolu- 
tion 72,  against  it  90,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
see, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
Ball,  Barbour,  Bryan,  Bufluro,  Burton,  Borv^ell,  Bntler 
of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon, 
Clagett,  Cobb,  Cocke,  CraAs,  Crawfotd,  Crowell, 
Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Dayidson,  Edwards  of  North  Car- 
olina, £r?in,  Fiiher,  Floyd,  Fuller,  Gamett,  Hall  of 
North  Carohna,  Hardin,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Jones 
of  Virginia,  Jones  oi  Tennessee,  Kent,  Llvermore,  Mc« 


Creary,  Meech,  Mercer,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massadni- 
setu.  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Vir- 
ginia,  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea, 
Ringgold,  Robertson,  Settle,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Slocumb, 
Smith  of  Muyland,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Swearingen, 
TerrelI,Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Walker,  WiUiams  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of 
North  Carolina. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Alien  of  New  York,  Baker, 
Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden, 
Brown,  Brush,  Campbell,  Case,  Clark,  Cook,  Culbreth, 
Cushman,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickihson, 
Dowse,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Fay,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Gross  of  New  York, 
Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hackiey,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hall  of  Delaware,  Hazard,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibsh- 
man,  Heister,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley, 
Little,  Linn,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Marchand,  Mason, 
Meigs,  Jdetcal^  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton, 
Moseley,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massachusetts, 
Pjitterson,  Phelpa,  Philsoji,  Pitcher,  Rich,  Richards, 
Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sawyer, 
Sergeant,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Smithof  New  Jersey,  Southard, 
Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson, 
Tompkins,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace, 
Wendover,  and  Wood. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

SEMINOLE  WAR. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
officers  and  volunteers  enga^d  in  the  late  campaign 
against  the  Seminole  Indians,  Mr.  Campbell  m 
the  chair. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Cannon  made  a  few  observations  in  favor 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Pindall  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
with  the  yiew  of  obtaining  information  whether 
or  not  these  men  received  meir  forty  cents  per  day 
for  the  use  of  the  horses,  after  those  horses  were 
dead,  until  the  end  of  the  campaign. 

Tnis  motion  was  supported  oy  Messrs.  Pindall 
and  Hardin,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Cannon, 
JoNBB,  and  Allen,  ox  Tennessee. 

It  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^70,  to  63.  So 
the  bill  lies  on  the  table. 

SALE  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  extending  the  time  for 
the  redemption  of  lands  sold  to  pay  the  direct  tax 
in  certain  cases. 

Mr.  Sergeant  moved  an  amendment  to  provide 
how  deeds  shall  be  made  to  purchasers  of  lands  sold 
for  the  payment  of  the  direct  tax,  where  there  is 
no  collector  now  to  do  it. — Agreed  to. 

No  other  debate  or  proceeding  took  ^ace  on  this 
bill.  To  the  same  Committee  of  the  Whole  was 
referred  two  or  three  other  bills;  among  them, 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  making  further  provision 
for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  (for  changing  the 
system  from  a  credit  to  cash  payments.) 

Mr.  Anderson  delivered  a  speech  of  half  an 
hour's  length  in  faror  of  the  bill. 
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Mr.  JoNBs  delivered  his  sentiments  at  consider- 
able length  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Crowell,  of  Alabama,  followed,  also  in  op- 
position to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Brush,  of  Ohio,  spoke  in  support  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Kentucky,  followed  in  opposition 
to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Poller,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  in  support 
of  the  bill;  wnen,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson, 
the  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


ToESOAT,  April  18. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Distnct 
of  Colombia,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  '*Ad  act  to  incorporate  the 
inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Washington,  and  to 
repeal  all  other  acts  upon  that  subject,"  reported 
ttie  same  with  amendments ;  which  were  read,  and, 
together  with  the  bill,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  Secretary  of  War  was  airected  to  lay  be- 
fore this  House  the  nroceedings  of  the  court  martial 
on  the  late  trial  of  William  King,  colonel  of  the 
fourth  regiment  of  United  States'  infantry. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  first  amendment 
proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act 
to  establish  a  district  court  in  the  State  of  Alaba- 
ma ;"  and  they  affree  to  the  second  amendment  to 
the  said  bill,  witn  an  amendment  They  have 
passed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit:  '<An 
act  to  provide  for  clothing  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  '*  An  act 
to  provide  for  the  expense  of  surveying  certain 
parts  of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  and  for  other 
purposes ;" — in  which  amendment  and  bills  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  enclosing  a  copv  of 
the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  called 
for  by  a  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Find  all, 
lome  days  ago,  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent  kid- 
napping." It  was  referred  to  the  select  committee 
appointed  on  the  subject  of  reclaiming  fugitives 
from  labor. 

The  bill  this  day  received  from  the  Senate,  for 
clothing  the  Army  in  domestic  fabrics ;  and  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  expense  of 
surveying  the  coast  of  North  Carolina ; — ^were  sev- 
erally read  twice,  and  referred. 

The  engrossed  bill  extending  the  time  allowed 
for  the  redemption  of  land  sold  for  direct  taxes, 
and  purchased  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

PUBLIC  EXPENDITURES. 
Mr.  SiMKiNB,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Expenditures,  made  a  report  in  obedience  to  the 
resolution  directing  them  "  to  inquire  and  report 
the  amount  of  the  several  items  which  are  charged 
upon  the  contingent  fund,  and  whether  in  their 
opinion  the  expenditures  may  not  in  future  be  di- 
minished, consistently  with  the  public  interest  and 
the  accommodation  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 


gress;" which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Commiltee  of  Public  Ezpenditoresy  who  wen 

Tcqaired,  by  a  resolution  of  this  Hou«e  of  the Jij 

of  December  last,  **  inquire  and  report  the  aoMcat  of 
'  the  several  items  which  are  charged  upon  t&eesa- 
'  tingent  fund,  and  whether,  in  their  opinioD,  ^ 
'  expenditures  may  not  in  future  be  diminished,  ei»- 
<  sistently  with  the  public  interest  and  the  aeoomzao- 
*  dation  of  the  two  Houces  of  Congress,*'  beg  leave  to 
report : 

That  they  immediately  took  into  oonsideratien  tiie 
above  resolation,  and,  although  strictly  apeaking,  thdr 
inquiry  might  seem  to  have  been  directed  te  the  am- 
tingent  expenses  of  the  House,  of  which  they  an 
members,  yet  they  thought  it  embraeed  within  the 
■cope  of  the  resolution  to  go  further.    In  eoaSormitj 
thereto,  they  promptly  addressed  a  hnew  to  each  of 
the  heads  of  the  Executive  DepertoMOls^  vis^  the 
Secretary  of  State,  the  Treasury,  of  War,  and  of  the 
Navy,  of  which  the  paper  marked  A  is  a  copy.    That, 
from  the  first,  they  received  the  letter  and  docamento 
contained  in  the  envelope  marked  B ;  from  Oie  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  they  received  the  letter,  docaa- 
ments,  and  vouchers  marked  C ;  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  the  letters  and  documents  contained  in  the 
envelope  marked  D ;  and  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  the  letters  and  items  contained  in  envelope  £; 
which  letters,  documents,  and  vouchers  eontaiiied  tQ 
the  information  of  importance,  touching  the  said  reso- 
lution, which  could  be  obtained  from   these  Depait- 
menta. 

It  is  true  that  the  attention  of  the  committee  bat 
been  directed  to  some  charges  of  abuses  allied  to 
have  taken  place  in  the  Navy  Department,  soow  tvo 
or  three  years  ago.  That  to  these  charges  ik$  com- 
mittee  directed  the  attention  of  the  SecreCaiy  of  tke 
Department,  whose  peculiar  province  and  detrdw 
committee  deemed  it  to  bo  to  supervise  and  regnlste 
his  Depsrtment.  and  correct  abuses,  if  any  eiistsd 
therein. 

Upon  the  whole,  this  part  of  the  transactioo  hu 
ended  in  charges  on  the  one  hand,  and  detaib  oo  tht 
other,  many  of  which  were  of  a  private  and  iad/vitfosi 
character;  and,  inasmuch  as  no  practical  issoit owid, 
in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  grow  ost  of  a  for- 
tber  perseverance  in  an  investigation  of  socb  t  nature, 
they  think  it  best  to  leave  the  afiair  with  ths  head  of 
the  proper  Department,  considering  thai  abuses  ^if 
any  have  existed)  will  be  promptly  and  cffedoaU; 
corrected. 

Your  committee,  in  turning  their  attention  to  tht 
contingent  expenses  of  this  House,  (for  with  those  of 
the  Senate  they  did  not  feel  it  their  duty  to  iatar- 
fere,)  applied  to  the  Clerk  for  information,  wlw,  with 
promptness,  gave  his  personal  attention  beibte  jwa 
committee  at  two  different  tiroes,  and  afforded  all  the 
information  in  his  power;  the  substance  of  whkh  is 
contained  in  a  letter  from  him,  herewith  anbmiUed 
and  marked  F. 

That  the  existence  of  impositions  to  a  certsia  b«: 
perhaps  unavoidable  extent,  in  the  quality  and  eves 
quantity  of  stationery  and  other  articles  furnished  tbii 
House,  and  in  the  wood  provided  for  its  consumptioB, 
are  not  only  possible,  but  even  probable,  although  c&o 
committee  have  not  been  able  to  designate  anjpsr- 
ticular  case,  and  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  the  oonect 
management,  safety,  and  economy  of  all  these 


1866 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


1866 


AraiL,  1830. 


StoMridffe  htOkms—SdUt  of  Public  Lemds. 


H.  OF  R. 


nivst  mainly  depend  upon  the  vigilance  and  fidelllj  | 
of  the  officers  of  the  Hoose. 

After  the  most  diligent  investigation  which  jonr 
committee  have  been  enabled  to  make,  their  inquiries 
have  resulted  in  not  being  enabled  to  detect  anj 
abuses,  if  any  have  existed,  or  do  exist;  nor  have 
they  been  able  to  discover  how,  or  in  what  manner, 
the  expenditures  upon  the  contingent  fund  of  this 
House  can  be  diminished,  consistently  with  the  public 
interest,  or  its  comfortabls  accommodation. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  to  establish  a  district 
court  in  Alabama,  and  insisted  on  their  amend- 
ment, reducing  the  salary  of  the  judge  from  2,000 
to  1^0  doUars,  which  had  been  disagreed  to  by 
the  senate,  and  disagreed  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  adding  fifty  dollars  to  the  salary  of  the  dis- 
trict attorney. 

8T0GKBRIDGE  INDIANS. 
The  House  took  up  the  bill  to  confinn  the  title 
of  the  Mohiccan  or  Stockbridge  Indians  to  certain 
lands  lying  on  White  river,  in  Indiana ;  upon 
which  much  discussion  arose,  and,  after  several 
amendments  had  been  proposed,  some  of  which 
were  adopted  and  others  rejected,  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill  for  a  third 
reading,  and  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and 
nays — ^tor  the  engrossment  52,  against  it  93 : 

yBAS'—Messrs.  Allen  of  Msssacbosette,  Allen  ot 
New  York,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Bryan,  Butler 
of  New  Hampshire,  Clark,  Crawford,  Coshman,  Cath* 
bert,  Davidson,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse»  Edwards  of 
Pennsylvania,  Ford,  Forrest,  Gross  of  New  York, 
Hackley,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Kinsey,  Livermore, 
Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McCreary,  Mason,  Meigs, 
Mercer,  Monell,Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nei« 
son  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Richmond, 
Robertson,  Settle,  Southard,  Storrs,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Trimble, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Van  Rensselaer,  Williams 
of  North  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  An* 
derson.  Archer  of  Maryland,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Bateman,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brown,  Brush, 
BufTum,  Burton,  Barwell,  Butler  of  Lonisiana,  Camp- 
bell, Cannon,  Case,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Cook,  Crafls,  Cul- 
breth,  Culpeper,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Barle,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Fay,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Folger, 
Foot,  Gross  of  Pennsvlvania,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hall 
of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hasard,  Hendricks,  Her- 
xick,  Hibehman,  Heister,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Hoe- 
tetter,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kinsley,  Little, 
Linn,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallaiy,  Metcali^ 
R.  Moore,  Morton,  Murray,  Newton,  Overstreet,  Par- 
ker of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson, 
Phelps,  Philson,  Plomer,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Ring- 
gold, Rogers,  Ross,  Sampson,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Sloan, 
Slocnmb,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Stevens,  Strong  of  Vermont, 
Tarr,  Terrell,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tyler,  Walker,  Wal- 
lace, Wendover,  and  Williams  of  Virginia. 

And  so  the  said  bill  was  rejected. 

SALES  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 


Mr.  Robertson,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  R.  said,  that  it  was  with  reluctance  and  un- 
feigned diffidence  he  had  taken  the  floor  to  offer 
to  the  Committee  any  thing  which  he  would  be 
able  to  say  on  the  interesting  subject  under  con- 
sideration. He  was  not  friendly  to  apologetical 
speeches,  nor  in  the  habit  of  making  them.  But 
he  owed  to  the  Committee  an  apology  for  his  ina- 
bility, owing  to  the  circumstances  under  which  he 
appeared  before  them,  to  make  them  any  adequate 
return  for  their  kind  indulgence  in  rising,  on  his 
motion,  to  gire  him  a  full  opportunity  to  deliver 
his  sentiments.  Laboring  under  severe  indisposi- 
tion, he  was  totally  incapacitated  to  do  justice  to 
the  Committee,  or  to  the  subject  which  he  was 
about  to  discuss.  Under  this  embarrassment,  well 
aware  of  the  magnitude  of  the  subject,  and  of  the 
delicate  and  interesting  considerations  involved  in 
its  discussion,  and  the  ereat  interest  to  be  affected 
by  its  decision,  he  would  not,  if  permitted  to  con- 
sult his  feelings,  obtrude  himself  on  the  Commit- 
tee, but  would  surrender  the  floor  most  cheerfully 
to  some  other  member  who  could  entertain  them 
more  profitably  and  acceptably  than  he  could  hope 
to  do  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances.  But 
the  peculiar  situation  in  which  he  happened  to 
stand  left  him  no  such  discretion.  He  feU  himself 
constrained,  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  his  State  and  to 
himself,  to  ^ive'some  of  the  reasons  which  would 
influence  his  vote. 

Having  introduced,  early  in  the  session,  a  reso- 
lution instructing  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  the  measure  now 
under  consideration,  it  was  necessary,  lest  he  might 
be  suspected  of  a  dereliction  of  duty,  to  defend  the 
policy  of  the  system  he  had  recommended.  And, 
having  the  misfortune  not  to  be  supported  by  the 
co-operation  of  some  of  his  colleagues,  who  op- 
posed the  bill  from  an  apprehension  that  it  would 
mjure  the  Western  country,  (part  of  which  he  rep- 
resented,) and  aimed  a  blow  at  its  prosperity  and 
influence,  he  felt  imperiously  called  upon,  by  con- 
siderations which  he  could  not  resist,  and  obliga- 
tions from  which  he  should  not  shrink,  to  vindi- 
cate the  policy  of  his  course,  and  endeavor  to 
maintain  the  rectitude  of  his  opinions  and  the  in- 
tegrity of  his  motives. 

lie  said,  that  he  was  not  so  Tain  as  to  suppOK 
that  he  would  be  able  to  offer  to  the  Committee 
any  considerations  in  favor  of  the  bill  which  had 
not  occurred  to  them,  but  he  did  hope  and  believe 
that  he  should  be  able  successfully  to  defend  hia 
opinions  with  the  nation,  and  e^en  the  Western 
country.  Crude  and  uninteresting  as  the  desultory 
observations  he  should  make  must  necessarily  be, 
he  hoped  the  Committee  would  hear  him  pa- 
tiently. No  one  could  be  insensible  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  subiect,  or  to  the  necessity  of  se- 
rious and  Hober  deliberation  in  decidinir  on  it.    It 


was  a  question  in  which  not  only  the  Government 

but  the  people— not  only  the  West  but  the  East 

not  only  the  present  generation  but  posterity— -was 
tee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  in  some  degree  interested.  He  feared  that  its  im- 
reducing  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and  estab-  portance  was  not  sufficiently  felt,  nor  its  character 
lishing  cash  payments  theiefor.  |  and  its  tendencies  fully  understood. 
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He  would  not  attempt  to  ^iye  it  any  fftctitious 
importance.  It  was,  mtrlDsically,  as  interesting 
to  the  people  as  any  subject  that  eng;tiiged  the  at- 
tention 01  Congress  during  the  present  session. 
Whether  regarded  in  its  efiects  on  the  fiscal  con* 
cems  of  the  Government,  or  the  strength,  pro^ 
perity,  and  independence  of  the  West^  or  its  mev- 
itable  moral  and  political  tendeneiei,  it  had  strong 
claims  to  the  most  dispassionate  consideration. 

Having  bestowed  on  the  subject,  said  Mr.  R.) 
all  the  reflection  that  its  importance  tknd  a  due  r^ 
spect  for  the  opinions  of  others  required  and  his 
limited  means  permitted,  and  having  come  to  the- 
conclusion  that  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  die- 
manded  by  considerations  of  policy,  which  h« 
thought  a  statesman  could  not  safely  resist,  he 
could  not  hesitate  to  give  it  his  vote^  disregarding 
the  consequences  that  had  been  threatened.  He 
felt  bound  to  discharge  his  duty  impartially,  ^d 
he  should  do  it  fearlessly. 

He  said  he  regretted  that  he  could  not  coK>perate 
with  his  colleague,  (the  SpKakbr,}  whose  feelings 
on  this  subject  ne  admired,  but  with  whose  opin- 
ions he  could  not  concur. 

But  he  must  be  permitted,  on  this  as  Well  as  all 
other  occasions  of  public  duty,  to  pursue  the  die* 
tates  of  his  own  conscience  and  judsnient.  He 
acted,  he  said,  on  his  owii  responsibiuty ;  aiid,  if 
he  was  wrong,  it  was  sufllcient  for  him  that  he 
believed  he  was  right.  And  on  this  subject,  he 
said,  others  might  think  as  they  pleased,  but  he 
fdt  a  strong  conviction  that  the  adoption  of  the 
cash  system  would  promote  not  only  the  interest 
of  the  General  Government,  and  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  but  the  substantial  and  penlha- 
nent  interest  of  the  Western  country. 

Mr.  R.  said,  that  the  question  was  n^t  whetiker 
the  plan  for  selling  the  public  lands,  now  proposed 
as  a  substitute  for  the  one  in  operation,  was  unex- 
ceptionable^ or  would  effectually  preveht  the  re- 
currence of  all  the  abuses  aiul  difficulties  which 
it  was  acknowledged  had  resulted  from  defects  in 
the  latter,  but  only  whether  it  be  more  perfect,  and 
better  suited  to  the  purposes  for  which  the  old  sys- 
tem was  established. 

He  said,  that  the  Senate's  bill,  like  all  other 
human  productloUs,  however  perfect  in  theoryj 
would  no  doubt  in  its  execution  be  found  liable  to 
some  objecticms.  But  these,  he  felt  sure,  would  be 
comparatively  insignificant ;  and  he  thought  that 
the  proposed  law  was  not  only  better  than  the  ex- 
isting one,  but  as  perfect  as  the  experience  of 
twenty  years  and  the  circumstances  ot  the  times 
and  the  country  would  enable  Congress  to  make  it 

He  said,  that,  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  it  had 
been  urged  that  the  present  system  Was  a  venera- 
ble one,  and  not  to  be  changed  unless  practical 
men  should  pronounce  the  change  necessary.  He 
did  not  profess  to  be  a  very  '' practical  man,"  or  to 
know  more  on  this  subject  that  others,  but  he 
thought  that  no  otie  should  be  dhenounced  as  a  rash 
or  unskilful  innovator,  who  should,  after  an  experi- 
ment of  twenty  years,  endeavor  to  correct  abuses 
and  prevent  aifficulties  which  it  had  disclosed, 
and  which  might  produce  consequences  which,  if 
not  averted  by  tin^ly  interposition,  might  embar- 


rass the  Government  and  disturb   8ooi«fy.    Ht 
thought  that  if  the  system  which  had  been  in  opf- 
ration  twenty  years  was  known  to  be  de/fectire.  h 
should  be  amended  :  and  that,  if  the  argtimevr  of 
innovation  was  applicable  now,  it  neTer  yvatii  he 
inapplicaUe.    As  to  "practical  men,"  he  sod,^ 
did  not  precisely  comprehend  its  impart.    Butke 
supposed  that  tnose  who  had  observed  and  M\ttk 
operation  of  the  present  system,  from  its  adoptioa 
until  now,  might  be  considered  sufficiently  ^praf  ti- 
cal"  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  bill ;  and,  althoogii 
he  was  unwilling  to  adopt  the  opinions  of  othek 
merely  because  he  might  consider  them  "practktl 
men,''  he  would  tell  the  rentleman  from  Tennes- 
see (Mr.  JoNfis)  that  he  believed  the  most  Dracti- 
cai  men  in  the  United  States,  on  land  subjects, 
were  in  favor  of  the  change  proposed  in  the  bill 
under  consideration.     He  would  nsk,  who  was 
more  "  practical "  on  all  subjects  that  eoueemed 
the  public  kwds,  than  a  late  SenMor  from  Ohio  7 

iMr.  MoHROw.)  And  whose  opimens  had,  and 
eserved,  more  universal  influence  ?  He  bad  been 
well  called,  by  a  Senator  frx>m  Kento^,  in  a  dis> 
cussion  on  this  subject  last  session,  (Mr.  Cittteiv- 
DfiN)  the  Palinurus  of  the  Senate^  And  was  it  so 
soon  fbreotten  that  he  wished  to  make  ^  adop- 
tion of  the  system  now  proposed  the  last  act  of  hi^ 
long  political  life?  That  he  felt  and  a^cfwH  dbe 
necessity  of  reforming  the  preMnt  system  1  And, 
said  Mr.  R.  the  voice  of  the  people  will  applaud 
him. 

By  the  law  now  in  operation,  said  Mr.  R.,  fte 
pbbkc  lands  are  sold  in  <|u<intEties  not  less  thta 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  at  a  price  not 
less  than  two  dollars  p^  acre,  one-fburth  putf  ttt 
the  time  of  sale^  and  the  remain^  in  fbor  jots  ; 
with  interest,  if  hot  punctually  paid,  and  tbehnd 
fbrfeited  if  the  whole  consideration  oe  not  paid  in 
five  years.    The  bill  before  the  Committee  pro- 
poses to  sell  the  public  lands  for  cash,  at  a  price 
not  less  than  one  dollar  twenty-five  cents  per  acre, 
and  in  tracts  containing  not  less  than  eig]irfa€fe& 
The  first  system)  he  said,  having  beea  tried 
twenty  years,  was  ascertained  to  be  defornve. 
The  last  is  intended  to  remedy  the  defrets  of  the 
first,  which,  it  was  believed,  mi^t  be  efeutally 
and  safely  done.    The  first,  it  was  tme,  had  been 
prepared  with  great  care,  and  was  eoasidered, 
when  adopted,  better  ftdspted  than  any  other  that 
could  be  devised  to  the  ends  for  whien  it  was  in- 
stituted.   These  ends  were,  1st,  revenue;  and  2d, 
the  promotion  of  the  general  and  substantial  Or 
terests  of  society,  by  extending  populatioii.  and 
encouraging  industry,  and  the  domestic,  sodu,  tad 
civic  virtues.  But,  said  he,  consistently  witk  those 
pUrpbsies,  it  is  ascertained  that  it  cannot  be  fdlv 
executed.    The  experience  of  twenty  years  hM 
demonstrated  its  inefllciency,  and  its  tendency^ 
from  abuse  and  accident,  to  consequences  unfore- 
seen and  mischievous.    Instead  of  proving  a  sure 
resource  of  revenue,  he  believed  that,  ere  lon^,  the 
Treasury  coidd  not  rely  on  it ;  insteav of  mebort^ 
ing  the  condition  of  the  poor,  it  had  been  fre- 
quendy  an  iistrument  in  the  hands  of  the  rich,  ky 
which  they  were  enabled  to  oppress  them  and 
enrich  themselves ;  instead  of  strengtheiiiBg'  tibe 
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Uaion,  and  enriching  the  couatry,  he  feared  that, 
if  persisted  in^  it  would  tend  to  weaken  the  one, 
and  embanass  the  other ;  instead  of  increasing  the 
resources  of  the  West,  he  believed  it  would  tend  to 
their  subduction ;  in  short,  he  believed  that  it 
could  not  long  be  continued  in  operation,  without 
creating  the  most  unpleasant  embarrassments  in 
the  Goyerament,  and  aaiXHiff  the  people.  That  it 
was  defective,  he  said,  he  believed  all  acknowledjg- 
ed.  But,  in  regard  to  th«  nature  and  extent  of  its 
defects,  their  operation,  and  ultimate  tendency, 
and  their  remedies,  there  was  a  diversity  of  opin- 
However,  for  all  his  purpoaes,  it  would  only 


ion. 


be  necessary  to  show  one  radical  defect,  and  that 
the  proposed  substitute  would  remedy  it,  without 
prodacittgany  had  effects  that  legislation  could 
prevent. 

This  radical  defect,  he  said,  he  found  in  the 
credit  given  to  the  purchaser,  and  he  believed  that 
the  most  serious  dimculties  tnat  had  oecurred,  or 
would  occur,  under  the  operation  of  the  credit  sys- 
tem, might  be  ascribed  to  the  credit. 

Mr.  R.  said  that  he  should  not  venture  to  state 
that  the  revenue  had  been  diminished  by  the  sale 
of  public  lands  on  credit  It  was  impossible  to 
aseertaiuy  wilh  certainty,  whether  there  had  been 
diminulion  in  its  amowat,  as  the  ea^  system  had 
never  been  tried ;  but,  he  would  venture  to  predict 
that  there  would,  in  a  few  years,  be  a  loss  inevita- 
bly, unless  the  bill  before  the  Committee  sbodid 
become  a  law.  It  was  well  known,  he  said,  that 
applicatioae  had  been  made,  by  piuciiasers  oi  pub- 
lic lands,  for  many  years  successively,  for  iadal- 
g«sce,  and  that  laws  had  been  repeatedlv  naased, 
ezemptinff  from  forfeiture  lands  which  nau  been 

Eurchased  on  credit,  and  for  which  the  purchasais 
ad  failed  punctinlly  to  pay.    This  kind  of  indul- 
gence had  almost  become  a  matter  of  course.    It 
had  been  extended,  with  a  fewexeeptioas,  annualr 
ly,  for  more  than  ten  years.    He  bciieved  it  had 
aever  been  refused,  and  he  doubted  whether  it  ever 
would  be.    A  bill  had  been  engrossed  this  morn- 
ing, extending  the  indulgaace  one  year  longer; 
and  it  was  obvious  that  a  similar  law  must  pass 
at  the  next  session,  and  for  many  consecutive  years, 
or  the  debtors  for  the  public  lands  must  be  subject- 
ed to  great  distress^  and  many  of  them  to  ruin. 
Mr.  R.  said  that  he  did  not  wish  to  be  understood 
as  intimating  that  the  indulgences  heretofore  given 
were  unnecessary  or  improper.    On  the  contrary, 
he  was  sure  that  they  had  been  proper,  and  that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  renew  them.  SuL  he  thought 
that  that  policy  must  be  unwise  whicn  subjected 
the  National  Legislature  and  the  people  to  such 
vexatious  embanassments,  and  that  any  system 
which  required  such  temporary  and  miti^tingex- 

eients  in  its  operation,  must  be  radically  de- 
ive.  The  necessity  of  continued  indulgence 
indicated  very  clearly  the  necessity  of  changing 
the  system  which  produced  it  Indeed,  said  he. 
every  argmnent  that  has  been,  or  could  be,  urgea 
in  favor  of  indulgoice,  tends  strongly  to  show 
the  propriety  of  refustntf,  in  future,  that  credit. 
which  has  rendered  Bucn  argumente  proper  ana 
necessary. 
He  said  that  he  had  heard  it  frequentiy  stated, 


and  his  friend  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Jonbb)  had 
reiterated  it,  that  the  accumulation  of  the  d^t  for 
the  public  lands,  and  the  inability  of  the  debtors 
to  discharge  it,  resulted  from  temporary  and  accio 
dental  causes,  and  that  it  was  not  probable  that 
the  indulgence  thereby  rendered  necessary  would 
lone  be  reouired. 

He  would  not,  he  said,  enter  into  an  examina^ 
tion  of  those  circumstances  alluded  to  by  the  ffen- 
deman  in  support  of  that  opinion,  because  Uieir 
character  rendered  a  minute  investigation  of  them 
unnecessary.  He  thought  it  easily  demonstrable 
that  the  causes  of  the  accumulation  of  the  d^ 
were  neither  accidental  nor  temporary :  they  existed 
in  the  nature  of  the  sptem,  and  would  continae 
to  produce  their  results  as  long  as  it  should  be  kept 
in  operation.  The  circumstances  mentioned  by 
the  gentleman  may  have  had  some  influence  on  the 
extent  of  the  increase,  but  if  they  had  nevcar  oc- 
curred the  debt  would  have  grown,  and  indulgence 
lave  been  necessary.  The  debt  nad  been  gradu- 
ally acoumnhiting  tor  many  years :  in  good  times, 
and  in  bad  times,  and  under  all  circumstances. 

It  could  not  reasonably  be  expected  that  a  nmn 
who  should  be  able  to  pav  only  the  first  instalment 
for  a  tract  of  land,  coula  transplant  himself  and 
femily  in  the  Western  wilds,  open  a  fam^  build 
his  houses,  support  his  family,  and  be  able  m  four 
jvdiSB  to  save,  by  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  as 
much'  as  womd  pay  the  remaining  three*fourtJ^  of 
the  consideratiioo.  Under  the  most  auspicious 
circumstances,  some  of  the  purcheecrs  must  wa- 
voidably  become  delinquent  But  if  misfortune 
or  calamity  should  fell  on  the  public  debtor,  or  ^ 
cnnrency  snould  be  desaa^,  or  the  seasons  un- 
propitious,  or  the  market  for  a^cultural  produots 
dull  or  unprofitable,  how  womd  the  debt  De  punc- 
tually discharged  ?  But,  said  he,  add  to  these 
considerations  the  exorbitant  prices  which  the  ad- 
vantages of  credit  tempt  the  speculator  to  promise, 
(and  which  is  the  most  fruitful  source  of  accumu- 
lation,) and  which  it  is  impossible  that  he  can 
ever  pay,  and  how  inevitable  is  the  growth  of  the 
land  d^t?  It  must  continue  to  increase  as  long 
as  credit  shall  be  given. 

Such  a  system.,  said  he,  liable  to  so  ntany  con- 
tingencies^ must  be  intrinsically  defective.  It  could 
not  k»g  be  continued  in  operation  without  defeat- 
ing the  ends  of  its  institution.  It  could  not  be  coe- 
ecuted.  He  would  not  say  that,  if  persisted  in,  it 
would  eventually  create  a  debt  so  large  that  it 
never  could  be  paid ;  but  he  would  say,  and  was 
bound  to  believe,  that  the  debt  would  bocome  so 
much  auffmented,  that  its  entire  collection  would 
be  difiiciut,  remote,  doubtful,  and  perilous.  And 
he  should  not  attempt  to  disguise  his  apprehenskn 
that  it  never  woula  be  entirely  collectnt;  or,  if 
collected,  that  it  would  be  done  under  circumstan- 
ces which  would  prove  tiiat  it  would  have  been 
better  that  it  had  never  been  either  contracted  or 
coerced.  He  felt  compelled  to  believe  that,  if  the 
credit  be  continued  much  longer,  Uie  Qovemmeat 
would  necessarily  lose  a  great  part  of  the  proceeds 
of  sales,  or  would  have  to  secure  them  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  best  interests  of  the  Union. 

He  was  unable  to  perceive  how  such  a  dilemma 
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could  be  ayoided.  The  people  could  not  pay  the 
debt  now  due:  that  debt  must  increase;  the  causes 
are  permanent,  and  the  effects  inevitable.  When, 
and  how,  he  asked,  would  it  be  collected  ?  II  it 
will  be  difficult  or  impossible  to  collect  twenty-two 
million,  how  much  more  so  will  it  be  to  collect, 
with  safety,  one  hundred  million  ?  Will  you,  said 
he,  refuse  further  indulgence,  and  thereby  subject 
the  land  to  forfeiture?  Then,  passing  by  other 
consequences,  you  distress  and  ruin  many  of  the 
purchasers ;  and,  in  that  event,  it  will  have  been 
unfortunate  for  them  that  you  had  given  them 
credit.  If  you  refuse  indulgence,  confusion,  disaf- 
fection, and  oppression,  will  follow :  if  you  grant 
it,  the  Government  loses  revenue.  Gentlemen 
might  choose  their  alternative.  But  it  was  cer- 
tainly the  province  of  an  enlightened  policy  to 
prevent  this  dilemma,  when  it  might  be  possible, 
by  opportune  in  terposition.  This,  he  thought,  was 
'  now  practicable ;  but  no  one  could  say  how  long 
it  would  be  so.  And  if  by  such  interposition  the 
Government  should  sell  its  lands  ftr  thirty-four 
cents  per  acre  less,  (the  difference  between  cash 
payments  under  the  two  systems,)  it  will  be  more 
than  compensated  by  certainly  getting  the  whole 
amount  of  sales. 

Mr.  R.  said  that  it  was  useless  to  talk  to  him  of 
the  security  the  Groyernment  possessed,  by  holding 
the  title  to  the  land.  This  security  was  only  nom- 
inal. For,  while  by  holding  it  with  a  heavy  and 
ruinous  debt  impending  over  your  land  debtors, 
you  keep  them  comparatively  in  a  state  of  depend- 
ence and  tenancy,  you  will^  at  the  same  time  be 
unable  or  unwilling  to  evict  them,  and  sell  their 
houses  to  hungry  speculators  and  strangers.  But, 
if  you  should,  it  would  be  an  event  that  might  be 
deediy  felt  and  long  deplored. 

The  home  of  a  freeman,  said  he,  is  dear  to  his 
heart ;  it  is  sacred ;  it  is  the  centre  of  his  affections 
and  of  his  happiness  ^  it  is  the  sanctuary  of  his 
wife  and  children ;  it  is  consecrated  by  being  his 
home,  and  often  endeared  to  him  by  being  the 
birthplace  of  his  little  ones.  Will  you  venture,  for 
a  paltry  consideration,  to  tear  this  from  him,  and 
thereby  strike  into  wild  and  discordant  commotion 
all  those  tender  things?  He  felt,  he  said,  that  he 
was  touching  a  delicate  subject,  on  which  it  would 
be  painful  to  dilate :  he  would  therefore  not  pur- 
sue it,  but  content  himself  by  having  hinted  at  it, 
and  barely  opening  the  door  to  the  view  of  some 
of  the  consequences  that  would  attend  the  credit 
system. 

Mr.  R.  said,  that  all  his  observation  and  experi- 
ence taught  him  to  believe  that  any  permanent 
system  ot  credit,  national  or  individual,  was  per- 
nicious. It  was  unnatural  and  seductive,  and  gen- 
erally brought  on  those  concerned  in  its  operations, 
distress,  and  not  unfrequently  ruin.  It  was  na- 
tionally a  Pandora's  box.  What  else^  he  asked, 
'  was  the  more  fruitful  source  of  the  distress  with 
which  the  people  of  the  United  States  were  now 
so  much  afflicted  ?  And  what  else  is  the  cause  of 
the  magnitude  of  the  land  debt,  and  its  concomi- 
•  tant  embarrassments  ?  Would  not  the  people  now 
be  in  a  better  condition  if  it  had  never  been  in- 
dulged?   And  would  not  the  Western  country, 


particularly,  be  more  prosperous  and  indepes^s 
if  credit  had  never  been  given  on  the  public  lands' 
Would  it  not  be,  in  relation  to  the  Genefai  Got- 
ernment,  out  of  debt? 

But,  in  addition  to  the  objections  he  ha^  laeii- 
tioned,  he  said  there  were  many  others  to  tht^d 
credit,  it  deceived  and  embarrassed  the  |er- 
chaser;  it  compelled  him  frequently  to  pfomiseufi 
high  a  price  for  his  land ; '  it  tempted  him  to  ^ 
beyond  his  means ;  it  placed  the  oecopant  in  tif 
power  of  the  non-resident  speculator,  and  it  sub- 
jected the  purchasers,  of  every  description,  to  the 
control  of  circumstances  which  thejr  could  nci 
foresee  or  avert,  to  the  caprice  of  fortune,  and  tc 
the  mercy  of  Government. 

The  purchaser,  said  he,  if  there  were  do  credit, 
would  not  have  to  complain  of  the  ritiated  paper 
currency,  nor  to  reproach  the  GorerDsaeDt  with 
refusing  to  receive  of  him  such  depreciated  paper 
as  he  had  been  compelled,  in  bis  tiansacaons,  to 
receive;  nor  would  the  capitalist  be  able  to  un- 
house  the  poor  man,  with  his  family,  w)io  bad  en- 
hanced the  value  of  the  soil  by  improvements,  and 
who,  without  his  fault,  had  become  unable  to  pay 
the  whole  price  for  it  punctually ;  nor  would  the 
ears  of  Congress  be  assailed  with  reports  of  ne&- 
rious  speculations,  in  fraud  of  the  Ctovemmrat, 
and  to  the  injury  of  the  poor.    Look,  said  be,  to 
Alabama.    What  but  credit  was  the  cause  of  the 
exorbitant  prices  bid  there  for  land,  or  of  the  great 
speculations  that  had  been  there  made  aadst-    ' 
tempted  ?    Would  not  many  who  porchascd  there 
be  unable  to  pay  ?   Was  not  the  magnitude  oi  tbe 
debt  alarming  ?    He  did  not,  he  said,  wish  to  pur- 
sue this  part  of  the  subject ;  he  had  no  doobr  ^e 
was  sufficiently  understood. 

Mr.  R.  here  observed  that  the  objectioos  to  the 
credit  system  which  had  most  influence  with  hhn, 
were  oi  a  character  different  from  -  those  vdiich 
were  merely  financial  or  pmonal,  and  of  infinitely 
more  consequence  in  the  view  of  wise  policy  aad 
enlightened  patriotism.     They  ffrew  onl  of  the 
moral  and  political  tendencies  of  credit  between 
the  people  and  their  Grovernment.    Th»  was,  he 
said,  an  embarrassing  topic ;  but  his  doty  wookl 
not  excuse  its  pretermission.    He  cooid  not  avoid 
it.    It  lay  across  his  way.    He  should,  thexefoce, 
give  his  opinion  in  regard  to  it  without  disguise. 

History,  and  a  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  re- 
publican government,  proved,  that  the  relation  of 
creditor  and  debtor  ought  not  to  exist  between  the 
Government  and  the  people.  It  begets  oblip' 
tions,  and  interests,  and  feelings,  incomptoue 
with  the  genius  of  free  institutions.  If  the  citizen 
must  stand  in  that  relation  to  his  Gorernmeat,  it 
is  best  that  he  should  be  the  creditor.  If  he  stand 
in  the  attitude  of  debtor,  his  interest  may  not  be 
the  interest  of  the  Government,  and  his  feeiings 
may  not  always  be  in  accordance  with  his  duty. 
But  the  objections  to  such  a  relation  are  greatir 
multiplied  and  strengthened  when  it  is  pemitui 
to  exist  between  the  Government  and  entire  cob- 
munity,  or  a  large  portion  of  the  whole  popoiatioo. 
It  is  then  that  the  Government'  may  be  compclM 
to  feel  its  iropotency  and  the  supremacy  of  those 
passions  which  it  was  instituted  to  control.     And 
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it  is  then  that  it  may  be  in  danger  of  degenerating 
into  a  government  of  men  and  not  ot  laws ;  of 
passions,  and  not  principles;  of  arbitrary  force, 
and  not  enlightened  public  opinion. 

He  said,  tnat  it  had  been  very  seldom  the  policy 
of  governments  to  encourage  or  permit  this  odious 
and  dangerous  relation  permanently;  and  most  of 
those  that  ever  did,  had  leA  striking  memorials  of 
its  impolicy.  In  Great  Britain  it  exists  to  a  great 
extent ;  and  there,  it  is  true,  it  is  not  deprecated 
by  those  who  administer  the  Grovernment,  but  is 
considered  as  the  bulwark  of  the  constitution.  It 
fortifies  the  Crovemment,  bv  making  it  the  interest 
of  the  opulent  and  the  innuential  to  maintain  it. 
In  this  mercenary  vray  public  sentiment  is  stifled, 
and,  instead  of  being  endangered,  the  Government 
is  almost  impregnably  entrenched  behind  wealth 
and  aristocracy.  Therefore^  in  England,  the  pub- 
lic debt  is  considered  a  public  blessing. 

But,  for  the  same  reasons,  he  believed  that,  in 
free  Governments,  it  would  be  considered  the 
greatest  curse.  What  would  be  the  condition  of 
Kngland,  if,  instead  of  being  the  debtor,  she  was 
the  creditor  of  her  subjects?  Who  would  then  be 
the  ministerial  champions  ?  Who  would  preserve 
the  Grovernment  from  revolution  ? 

Mr.  R.  said  that  he  did  not  mean  to  argue  that 
the  creation  of  a  large  land  debt  would  eventuate 
in  the  disruption  of  our  happy  Confederacy,  but 
its  tendencies  would  be  towards  disunion.  If,  said 
he,  in  England,  it  is  necessarv  to  the  existence  of 
the  Gorernment  that  it  should  be  deeply  indebted 
to  its  subjects,  he  would  submit  it  to  serious  con- 
sideration, wnether,  in  the  United  States,  the 
Union  would  be  strengthened,  or  cemented,  by 
permitting  the  citizens  to  be  largely  indebted  to 
the  Government. 

If,  in  England,  the  indebtedness  of  the  people  to 
the  Government  would  endanger  its   stability, 
would  it  be  wise  or  safe  to  maintain  the  converse 
of  the  proposition  here?     He  thought  no  argu- 
ment could  be  derived  from  the  pecufiar  character 
of  the  American  institutions  or  people  sufficiently 
strong  to  render  it  good,  or  even  prudent  policy 
here,  to  encourage  or  permit  a  large  body  of  the 
community  to  become  largely  indebted  to  the 
Grovernment.    On  the  contrary,  he  believed  that 
a  practical  or  philosophic  view  of  the  peculiar 
contexture  of  the  American  institutions,  would 
show  that  such  an  experiment  would  be  as  peril- 
ous here  as  elsewhere.    In  this  free  country,  said 
Mr.  R..  public  opinion  is  the  substratum  of  the 
political  fabric,  and  the  attachment  and  confidence 
of  the    people  the  cement  which  increases  its 
strength  and  preserves  its  symmetry.    Without 
the  support  of  the  first,  the  whole  superstructure 
is  prostrate;  forfeit  the  last,  and  the  foirest  and 
most  sacred  temple  of  liberty^  on  earth  is  in  dilapi- 
dation.   It  is  not  indestructible.    It  depends  more 
on  moral  than  political  principles. 

The  peculiar  conformation  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment being  '^imperium  in  imperio,"  enhanced 
the  value  of  public  sentiment,  and  rendered  it  more 
necessary  to  the  stability  of  Constitutional  author- 
ity that  popular  confidence  should  be  preserved, 
and  the  whole  moral  strength  of  the  booy  politic 


undivided  on  the  side  of  the  Union.  The  Union 
of  the  States,  he  said,  was  the  first  object  of  the 
Constitution.  Nothing  should  be  encouraged  that 
weaken  its  ties.  They  are  few  and  weak  enough. 
Local  feelings  and  sectional  jealousies  were  already 
sufiSciently  strong  and  numerous.  He  feared  it 
might  be  unsafe  to  increase  them.  It  might  do  mis- 
chief; it  could  not  possibly  do  good.  He  repeated, 
that  he  did  not  mean  to  insinuate  that  the  Western 
debt,  if  augmented  to  even  one  hundred  millions, 
would  endanger  the  Union.  He  could  not  utter 
such  a  sentiment ;  but  be  did  mean  to  say  that 
such  a  debt  would  inevitably  tend  to  inspire  feel- 
ings, and  generate  interests,  at  war  with  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  union.  He  hoped  that  there 
would  always  be  too  much  virtue  and  good  sense 
in  society  to  permit  any  circumstances  to  produce 
such  an  awful  catastrophe  as  dissolution. 

But  he  was  an  unsale  guardian  of  the  Constitu- 
tion who  would  do,  or  permit  to  be  done,  while  he 
could  prevent  it,  any  thing  that  might  provoke 
any  attempt  or  even  inclination,  towards  its  de- 
struction. Mr.  R.  said  he  felt  devoted  to  Western 
interests,  and  had  ffreat  confidence  in  Western  vir- 
tues, moral  and  political ;  but,  on  a  national  ques- 
tion, which  should  be  decided  on  national  princi- 
ples, he  would  be  guilty  of  dereliction  of  autv  if 
he  were  to  act  under  the  influence  of  local  or 
sectional  feelings.  He  was  not  so  Godwinian  in 
his  opinion  of  human  nature,  nor  so  Utopian  in  his 
political  principles,  as  to  legislate  on  the  supposed 
perfectibuitv  of  the  on^  or  the  practical  infallibil- 
ity of  the  otner.  Legislation  should  be  adapted  to 
men  and  things  as  they  are,  and  every  legislator 
should  regard  the  passions  as  well  as  the  virtues 
of  human  nature.  Why  was  it,  said  he,  that  man- 
ners govern  laws  ?  Wny  was  it  that  Solon,  when 
asked  whether  his  laws  were  as  perfect  as  he  cotdd 
make  them,  replied,  that  they' were  as  good  as  the 
people  would  bear  ? 

Mr.  R.  said,  that  the  people  of  the  West  were 
attached  to  the  Government:  he  did  not  wish  to 
see  that  attachment  alienated.  They  were  patri- 
otic: he  did  not  wish  to  have  that  patriotism 
chilled  by  a  system  of  public  policy  which,  he 
feared,  if  persisted  in,  might  have  tnat  etfect.  Tneir 
feelings,  said  he,  are  with  the  Union :  do  not  pro- 
voke indifierence ;  do  not  excite  their  jealousies 
or  their  fears,  but  encourage  their  confidence,  by 
deserving  it.  Then,  indeed,  they  would  always 
be  found  among  the  first  in  your  councils  and  m 
your  fields.  Then  you  do  not  weaken,  but  strengthen 
the  ligaments  that  bind  the  body  politic,  and  you 
difiuse  health  and  vigor  through  the  system. 

But,  said  he,  how  difierent  may  be  its  condition 
if,  by  continuing  the  credit  system,  Congress  should 
compel  the  West,  in  self-defence,  to  oppose,  in  a 
body,  the  passage,  or  resist  the  execution  of  laws 
which  it  may  l^  the  interest  and  wish  of  the  East 
to  enact  and  to  enforce;  should  give  the  East  an 
engine  with  which  they  might  annoy  and  oppress 
the  West,  and  should  distract  and  pervert  the  pub- 
lic councils,  and  array  the  East  and  the  West 
against  each  other  ?  Should  this  state  of  things 
ever  occur,  (and  that  it  must^  sooner  or  later,  un- 
der the  present  system,  if  contmued,  seemed  to  him 
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as  ineyitable  as  the  decrees  of  fate.)  no  nuui  could 
shut  his  eyes  to  the  consequences  that  must  follow. 
He  woula  not  portray  them ;  but  the  effect  tha^ 
would  be  produced  on  the  feelings  and  policy  of 
the  West,  and  on  the  legislation  of  Congress,  not 
to  look  to  ulterior  results,  must  be  seen  by  all 
who  were  acquainted  with  human  nature,  or  the 
history  of  the  world.  Would  not  the  West  be  in- 
terested deeply  in  indulgence,  while  the  other 
members  of  the  Union  might  be  inclined,  or  even 
necessitated,  to  coerce  payment  1  Mignt  not  a 
Western  party  be  created,  (and  it  would  be  formi- 
dable.) with  anti-national  interests  and  feelings  ? 
Would  not  the  people  of  the  West  expect  and  re- 
quire indulgence?  Might  they  not  be  willing,  or 
compelled,  to  make  sacrifices  to  obtain  it  ?  If  op- 
posed, might  they  not  be  exasperated  ?  If  defeatra, 
might  they  not  teel  it  their  outy  to  resist  ?  Might 
not  indulgence  become  a  prominent  feature  in 
Western  policy  1  Might  not  members  of  Congress 
be  elected  solely  with  a  view  to  the  indulgence  1 
Might  they  not  oe  willing  to  make  lepslative  com- 
promises to  attain  the  only  end  of  their  election  1 
Would  not  the  East  have  an  ascendency,  almost 
irresistible,  over  the  West  ?  From  such  a  humili- 
atififl  and  perilous  predicament,  Mr.  R.  said  he 
would,  while  it  was  yet  possible,  rescue  the  West- 
ern coimtry.  The  mammoth  land  debt,  if  permit- 
ted to  grow,  would  be  sufficiently  calamitous  if  it 
should  only  lead  to  some  of  the  consequences  at 
which  he  had  hinted.  Such  consequences  it  was 
the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  endeavor  to  avert. 

He  knew,  he  said,  that  he  would  be  told,  that 
the  people  of  the  United  States  were  too  virtuous 
and  enlightened  to  permit  a  sectional  debt,  how- 
ever large,  to  influence  their  political  feelmes  or 
conduct  But  he  was  not  yet  prepared  to  believe 
that  human  nature  was  so  far  sublimated  in  the 
United  States,  as  to  be  exempt  from  the  influence 
of  interest,  passion,  or  ambition.  He  said  that,  if 
any  illustration  were  necessary  to  show  the  effect 
of  a  land  debt  on  legislation,  and  local  parties,  an 
experiment  had  been  made  in  Kentucky,  which 
furnished  a  very  apposite  exemplification. 

In  that  State  there  was  a  large  body  of  the  peo- 
ple indebted  to  the  Qovemment  for  lands  pur- 
chased south  of  Green  river,  on  credit  The  debt 
has  been  due  many  years ;  but  at  every  session  of 
the  Legislature  indulgence  had  been  granted  since 
the  debt  became  due.  Members  had  been  elected 
to  the  Leffislature,  with  instructions  to  obtain  a 
further  indulgence.  A  promise  to  procure  it,  or 
the  belief  that  they  would  make  all  necessary 
efforts,  was  generaUy  a  "m9m  qua  nan'^  to  their 
election.  The  Green  river  country  had  become 
very  strong,  and  its  indulraice  had  become  a  sort 
of  party  question-^a  poEtical  hobby.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  it  has  been  freauently  the  subject  of 
^*  legislative  compromise,"  the  consideration  for 
other  laws,  and  other  laws  the  consideration  for 
that.  He  believed  that  it  was  now  considered 
almqst  a  matter  of  course  and  of  rb^ht  He  had 
no  doubt  that  it  had  frequently  Seen  granted 
against  the  free  consent  of  the  Legislature,  and 
nad  been  the  means  of  passing  laws  that  (Other- 
wise would  not  have  been  enacted.    The  State 


had  not  got  the  debt  in ;  he  had  dcMxbcs  whctfte 
ever  would,  the  prospect  being  no  better  now  Lt^ 
it  was  many  years  ago. 

He  said  tnat  he  believed  that  the  Gna  ri-c 
indulgence  had  been  sometimes  necessary,  ud  ht 
did  not  know  that  it  was  not  even  yet  fveper: 
but  he  had  alluded  to  it  to  siio^nr  the  ciniaf  s 
land  debt  on  revenue,  on  party  electioits,  uA  (x 
legislation.  If,  said  he,  sack  have  be«itheti*ift 
and  the  effects  of  a  Green  river  land  debt  in  K» 
tucky,  what  must  be  the  coneequeiiees  in  £> 
United  States  of  a  Western  debt  ?  Are  the  &- 
zens  south  and  north  of  Green  river  less  UDiterf  i 
interest  and  feeling  than  the  people  west  and  e» 
of  the  Alleghany  mountains?  Are  the  cttizeE 
of  Kentucky  less  attached  to  their  State  o(mis&% 
tion  thaa  the  Western  people  are  to  the  Genera. 
Government?  He  said  that  the  natere  of  tht 
Confederacy  would  prove  that  a  Fedenl  load  debt 
was  infinitdy  more  misduevMis  than  any  Slate 
debt,  under  any  circumstances,  oa  Kcooat  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  debt,  and  the  conftk^n  o(  po- 
litical interests,  and  feelingp,  and  obligajbons  no: 
merely  in  the  West,  but  in  the  £ak,  and  tiu 
North,  and  the  South. 

He  said  that,  if  he  should  be  ecKBpelled  to  sekr 
any  portion  of  the  population  of  the  united  Saie< 
to  defend  the  Union,  in  any  emergency ,  he  dbom^ 
look  to  the  West 

He  concurred  fully  with  Ids  oolleagae,  (>fi 
Brown,)  that  the  people  of  the  West  mn  a 
much  devoted  to  the  general  interests  of  the  Ubiod. 
and  would  make  as  many  sacrifices  lo  ntiotaiii 
them,  as  any  other  portion  of  the  Amerioui  popu- 
lation ;  and,  if  it  would  not  be  deemed  anima, 
he  would  say  more.  The)[  have  given  wtDf,vid 
signal  proofs  of  it  But  this,  he  said,  wtsBoaren- 
ment  in  favor  of  the  credit  system^-«  ^T^  ^' 
would,  in  its  ultimate  tendencies,  eonfliet  wiu 
those  national  feelings  that  now  ^njwf^auA  tboD- 
but,  on  the  contrary,  was  a  persuasive  one  sgain^ 
it  Having  now  the  warm  and  eordiai  support  oi 
the  West,  it  would  not  be  wise  to  persist  in  a 
course  of  measures  that  must  inenaiily  ttaA  to 
stifle  those  moral  impulses  which  pnni|Ked  it. 
He  would  invigorate  the  arm,  aod  distend  ibe 
heart  of  Western  patriotism;  and  noit  panlyze 
the  one  and  contract  the  other ;  or  nerve  the  ont 
and  steel  the  other  against  the  conttnon  iatere^^s. 
He  would  repeat  that  he  did  not  believe  that,  t 
the  land  debt  should  increase  to  any  amooBU  uk 
Western  people  would  resist,  by  force,  its  eoik^ 
tion,  or  desire  the  subversion  of  the  Qorenaseni 
to  avoid  its  payment.  But  he  asked  if  it  cwA^ 
be  prudent  in  a  government  depending  for  its  ex- 
istence ana  support  on  nublic  opinion,  lo  make  i 
the  interest  of  the  peojple  to  emoarrass  its  rcgQit* 
operations,  or  resist  its  laws?  And,  said  U 
might  not  a  large  debt,  hanging  over  one  moic^ 
of  the  nation,  create,  throughout  the  whok,  is)^ 
ests,  and  feelings,  and  conduct,  not  eakulaie^  to 
advance  the  happiness  of  the  people,  or  streafd^^^ 
Constitutional  authority  ? 

Every  Government  that  ever  had  to  eneooie: 
a  large  popular  debt,  had  felt  it  to  be  a  potcatm^ 
unwieldy  adversary.    Why  did  Lyeurgus  ui 
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Solon  abolish  all  debts,  in  the  orgaaizatioB  of 
their  systems  of  government  ?  Why  did  the  Ro- 
man plebeians,  after  being  oppressed  by  their 
patrician  creditors,  raise  the  standard  of  revolt, 
and  retreat  to  Mons  Sacer?  And  why  did  the 
patricians  ultimately  submit?  And  what  were 
the  progress  and  effects  of  the  long  struggle  1  If, 
said  he,  the  land  debt  be  permitted  to  accumulate, 
and  its  enforcement  be  attempted,  the  West  may 
DOt  resist  $  they  may  not  murmur ;  they  may  not 
evince  sensation  ;  but  the  debt  might  not  be  col- 
lected ;  and  he  did  not  wish  to  see  Uie  experiment 
made.  There  was  no  necessity  to  make  any  ex- 
periment on  the  temper  of  the  West.  They  would 
never  willingly  "  give  up  the  ship ;"  they  would 
never  secede,  unless  provoiced  by  those  who  ought 
to  be  their  friends.  And,  if  they  ever  should  re- 
treat to  the  sacred  mountain,  he  hoped  there 
would  be  at  least  one  Menenius  and  one  Valerius 
among  them,  who  would  be  able  to  rally  them 
again  under  the  standard  of  the  Union. 

But  it  could  not  be  the  interest  of  the  United 
States  to  persist  in  a  system  which  could  produce 
any  ctmsequences  which  it  was  the  duty  of  every 
enlightened  and  patriotic  statesman  to  prevent ;  a 
system  that  would  engender  discord  abd  purty 
feuds,  and  excite  jealousies  and  discontents)  and 
perhaps  insubordination. 

Every  consideration  which  could  opmte  on  his 
mind,  he  said,  strengthened  his  conviction  that 
the  credit  system  could  not  be  executed,  or,  if  exe- 
cuted, that  it  Would  do  much  mischief.  In  its 
execution,  it  Would  defeat  some  of  the  ends  for 
which  it  was  established ;  and  he  thought  it  re- 
quired no  argument  to  show,  that  a  system  whose 
operations  were  incompatible  with  its  designs,  and 
subversive  of  the  first  purposes  for  which  govern- 
ment was  instituted,  and  which  counteracts  the 
policy  of  wise  legislation,  ougfht  to  be  abolished. 
That  the  credit  system  was  such  an  one^  he  had 
endeavored  to  snow.  It  ought,  therefore,  he 
thought,  to  be  repealed,  if  one  less  exceptionable 
could  be  substituted.  He  thought  that  the  bill 
under  consideratioii  furnished  such  an  one.  It 
remained,  therefore,  for  him  to  offer  some  reasons 
to  show  that  the  mode  proposed  was  better  than 
that  in  operation. 

Mr.  R.said  that,  if  he  had  been  successful  in  his 
attempt  to  prove  tnat  the  credit  system  was  defec- 
tive lireause  it  was  a  credit  system,  it  would  be 
unnecessary  to  consume  time  by  an  effort  to  show 
that  the  cash  system  was  preferable,  so  &r,  because 
it  was  a  cash  system.  As  the  strongest  general 
considerations  which,  in  his  opinion,  Conduced  to 
show  the  saperiority  of  the  cash  over  the  credit 
system  had  uready  oeen  anticipated  in  his  endear 
vor  to  exhilnt  some  of  the  objections  to  credit  in 
the  foregoing  part  of  his  argtiment,  he  would  not 
reiterate  them.  If  he  had  shown  the  defectiveness 
of  credit,  it  would  necessarily  follow  that  the  pro- 
posed system  was,  quo  ad  hoc^  preferable. 

Upon  that  ground  he  was  willing  to  rest  the 
comparative  merits  of  the  two  systems,  so  far  as  it 
might  depend  on  the  two  leadinur  and  characteris- 
tic featuias  of  credit  and  cash.  These  were  so  im- 
p»tant  Mid  controlling,  that  a  eomparison  of  the 


more  minute  traits  was  unnecessary;  because, 
whatever  might  be  its  results,  they  could  have  no 
influence  in  Uie  decision.  But,  if  such  a  compar- 
ison could  be  at  all  material,  he  was  sure  it  would 
result  in  showing  the  superiority  of  the  existing 
system  in  every  feature  in  which  they  differed. 

The  mincipal  of  these,  in  addition  to  the  credit 
and  cash,  were  the  minimum  quantity  of  land  and 
of  price.  The  reduction  of  each  in  the  bill  under 
consideration,  was  intended  to  remove  the  objec- 
tions that  had  been  urged  to  the  substitution  of 
cash  for  credit.  And  in  this  it  was  singularly  and 
completely  successful. 

He  thought  it  was  fair  to  conclude  that  the  bill 
ought  to  pass.  That  it  ouffht  there  could  be  no 
doubt,  unless  objections  coum  be  urged  to  it  more 
formidable  than  those  to  which  the  existing  kw 
was  liable,  or  arguments  against  it  stronger  than 
those  which  were  pressed  against  the  latter. 

He  said  he  had  heard  only  two  objections  to 
the  proposed  system.  First,  that  it  would  oppress 
the  poor  man,  by  giving  the  capitalist  and  specu- 
lator an  unreasonable  and  unjust  advantage  over 
him.  Second,  that  it  would  retard  the  population, 
and  diniinish  the  influence  of  the  Western  coun- 
try. He  believed  no  other  objections  that  wele 
even  plausible  had  been  or  could  be  made ;  and 
these  he  considered  by  no  means  formidable.  He 
thought  that  a  very  slight  examination  ivould  be 
sufficient  to  show  that  they  were  both  evanescent. 
He  expected  results  from  the  cash  system,  in  its 
operation  on  the  pjoor,  the  rich,  and  the  Western 
country,  the  o}^x)site  of  those  apprehended  by  its 
o|p)K)sers,  which  he  would  endeavor  briefly  to  ex- 
hibit, in  the  course  of  the  notice  he  should  take  of 
the  objections. 

But  it  should  not,  said  Mr.  R.,  escape  notice 
that,  if  the  objections  are  in  themselves  true,  they 
constitute  no  sufficient  argument  to  prevent  the 
passage  of  the  bill.  For,  if  the  interest  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  of  the  body  of  the  people  require  its 
passage,  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  demand  or 
permit  its  rejection^  merely  because  a  particular 
class  of  the  community,  or  district  of  country,  might 
be  mjured  by  it.  Otherwise,  all  legislation  would 
not  only  be  nugatory,  but  unjust ;  because  every 
freneral  law,  however  much  it  may  promote  the 
mterests  of  the  majority,  must  be  incompatible 
with  some  individual  rights  or  interests  in  society. 
Therefore  the  political  axiom,  that  private  int^- 
ests  should  be  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  the  public 
g[ood,  would  be  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  objec- 
tions, if  they  were  founded  on  correct  hypocheaes. 

But,  he  said,  if  it  were  material  to  take  move 
particular  notice  of  the  objections,  he  thought  it 
was  as  nearly  demonstrate  as  anr  moral  or  poLitioal 
proposition  from  its  nature  coula  be,  that  the  caaiiL 
system  Wovdd  not  only  diminish  and  etabarrass 
speculation,  but  promote  the  interests  of  the  poor, 
and  the  pennanent  and  substantial  welfare  of  the 
Western  country. 

He  believed  that  no  other  system  would  tend 
more  to  those  results,  unless  it  should  be  one  by 
Which  the  public  lanas  should  be  gratuitously  dis- 
tributed. And  for  such  a  one  he  was  unwiUing  to 
beliete  that  there  would  be  any  serious  advocates. 
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If  there  were  any  such  he  would  recommend  to 
them  the  immediate  abrogation  of  the  credit  sys- 
tem, and  the  substitution  of  an  agrarian  law.  But, 
said  he,  the  public  land  being  a  common  fund, 
and  Congress  being  its  depository,  it  is  their  duty 
to  dispose  of  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  promote  the 
common  interest.  They  are  bound  by^  their  trust 
to  sell  it.  and  to  those  who  can  pay  for  it.  And 
he  thougnt  it  could  not  be  matter  of  complaint  that 
Congress,  and  not  any  particular  class  of  nriyate 
individuals,  should  prescribe  the  terms  of  saie,  and 
that  such  terms  should  be  offered  as  would  produce 
the  most  general  good.  Neither  the  poor  nor  the 
rich  have  any  right  to  complain,  if  credit  should 
be  refused.  If  they  are  unwilling  to  purchase  the 
public  lands  on  the  terms  proposed,  they  will  re- 
tain their  money,  and  the  public  its  land,  and  no 
injury  is  done  to  either. 

By  the  poor,  he  said,  he  understood,  as  regards 
the  argument,  not  that  class  of  society  who  are  in 
a  state  of  pauperism,  but  those  who  are  compara- 
tively in  a  Slate  of  mediocrity,  and  are  unable  to 
purchase  land  for  any  other  purpose  than  to  oc- 
cupy it.  Under  the  credit  system,  a  man  who  has 
no  money  cannot  purchase ;  to  be  able  to  buy  pub- 
lic land,  ne  must  have  funds,  and  as  much  as  will 
be  required  by  the  cash  system.  Gentlemen,  he 
said,  had  argued  against  the  bill  as  if  they  believed 
that,  under  the  credit  system,  a  poor  man  with- 
out money  could  purchase  a  home,  and  that,  there- 
fore, he  will  be  excluded  from  all  participation  in 
purchases  of  public  lands.  But  he  is  already  ex- 
cluded. Who  can  purchase  now  that  may  not 
buy,  and  as  easily,  under  the  cash  system  ?  Who 
will  be  excluded  ?  Not  the  man  without  money ; 
he  cannot  purchase  now.  Not  the  man  who  is 
now  barely  able  to  pay  the  first  instalment  for  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  at  the  minimum  price ; 
for  he  would  proceed  to  show  that  the  same  indi- 
vidual might  purchase  with  more  certainty  and 
more  to  his  advantage,  under  the  proposed  system. 

Under  the  existing  law,  a  man  cannot  purchase 
for  himself  a  home,  even  if  there  were  no  compe- 
tition^ unless  he  is  able  to  advance  eighty  dollars; 
and,  if  he  be  a  prudent  man,  he  will  not  purchase 
at  all,  if  that  eighty  be  the  whole  amount  of  his 
I)ecuniary  resources ;  for.  before  he  can  procure  a 
title,  he  must  pay  two  nundred  and  forty  dollars 
more,  in  three  instalments,  or  forfeit  his  land,  with 
his  eis^hty  dollars  advanced,  if  he  should  be  unable 
to  make  punctual  payment  of  the  whole  price.  If 
the  credit  should  tempt  him  to  make  the  purchase, 
under  the  expectation  of  making  money  to  dis- 
charge the  deot  he  incurs,  or  of  indulgence  if  he 
should  fail,  he  subjects  himself  to  loss  and  embar- 
rassment that  may  r&sult  from  accident,  or  from  the 
fluctuation  and  aepreciation  of  the  currency,  and 
places  himself  in  the  power  of  the  usurer,  the  specu- 
lator, and  the  Grovernment.  The  land  would  not  be 
his^  and  he  could  not  be  considered  an  independent 
citizen^  in  the  sterling  import  of  those  words.  The 
little  pittance  he  may,  by  industry  and  economy, 
be  able  to  save,  he  cannot  consider  his  own  until 
he  shall  have  paid  for  his  land ;  the  land  is  not  his 
until  he  can  ^et  his  patent ;  he  may  be  dependent 
on  the  capitalist  for  money  to  procure  the  title  and 


save  his  home  from  forfeiture,  or  mast  smflr. 
the  indulgence  of  Congress ;  and,  &t  last,  after  £. 
ing  removed  his  family  many  hundred  miles,  n- 
improved  land  which  he  considered  his  owb,  eKks 
the  hungry  speculator  may  take  it  From  km.  or  v: 
humanity  of  the  Grovernment  must  interpaiA,  And 
if  he  should  die  before  he  shall  faa^re  msie  cozn- 
plete  payment,  he  leaves  his  helpless  famiji  m  a 
strange  and  foreign  land,  without  a  home. 

But  the  credit  induces  specolators,  as  wd  i 
others,  to  bid  A  higher  price  at  the  sales  than  w*:. 
be  given  in  cash,  and  frequently  more  thac  t: 
value  of  the  land ;  hence,  the  poor  man,  with  L 
eighty  dollars,  is  almost  entirely  excluded  from : 
sales.  He  is  afraid,  or  unable,  to  compete  w,. 
the  rich  man,  or  witn  the  speculator.  Tiie  cocat 
quence  is,  that  the  rich  and  adventnroos  moocp^ 
lize  the  best  land,  and  leave  only  ibe  refuse  to  iht 
other  class. 

The  speculator  buys  as  nnich  land  as  he  can 
make  the  first  payment  for,  under  the  expectation 
of  being  able,  oetore  the  expiraUoa  of  nve  years, 
to  sell  It  for  a  higher  price.    He  has,  by  \aw,  fiv^ 
years,  within  which  to  make  this  experiment,  aii 
as  much  longer  as  he  can  prevail  ob  Congress  c 
indnlge  him ;  hence,  it  so  often  happens  that  i^ 
first  is  the  last  payment,  and  that  indulgence  hr~ 
comes  so  necessary  and  so  freqaent,  and  that  r^ 
land  revenue  fails.    If  the  purchaser  for  speeialt- 
tion  can,  while  the  Government  will  indulge  him, 
sell  the  land  to  the  man  who  wants  a  home,  Isr 
who  was  not  able  to  bid  againtit  him  at  the  ptihli: 
sale,  at  a  higher  price  than  he  promised,  bj  gitrinf 
long  credit,  he  transfers  his  certificate,  and  iota- 
poses  the  poor  man  between  himself  and  die  Gor- 
emment,  with  liability  to  pay  the  remiiong  in- 
stalments, with  all  the  accumulation  of  iatoesi, 
and  with  all  other  liabilities  incident  to  the  credit 
If  he  cannot  sell  for  more  than  he  promised  t* 
ffive,  he  repeats  his  application  to  Congress  for » 
dulsence,  and  they  continue  to  grant  it    Bat,  li 
it  should  be  refused,  and  the  land  for^ted,  the 
adventurer  will  only  have  lost  the  amooDt  of  the 
first  payment  whicn  he  had  advanced. 

What  better  terms  can  the  specofetor,  said  he, 
desire?  What  can  more  encouiage  speculation, 
or  oppress  the  poor  and  honest  man,  than  the  credit 
system  f  It  increases  the  facilities  and  in^ac^ 
ments  to  speculation ;  it  increases  the  means  aii: 
number  or  speculators.  This  is  observed  eTt.7 
day.  Alabama  speaks  a  language  that  cannot  ty 
misunderstood. 

But,  Mr.  R.  said,  the  cash  system  now  ofered  u 
better  for  the  honest  purchaser,  not  only  beause  i' 
enables  him  to  ^t  land  with  more  certsiaty  aci 
with  more  secuntv,  and  better  land,  but  because . 
would  put  it  in  nis  power  to  get  it  cheiper,  fr 
two  reasons — 1st.  The  minimum  price  is  ks< 
and,  2d,  land  will  sell  on  credit  for  a  price  hi|^ 
than  the  cash  value,  by  more  than  the  interetf  t?( 
that  value. 

Under  the  proposed  system  a  man  can  pmcbise 
eighty  acres  of  land  if  he  can  pay  one  hoodrai 
ddlars :  he  gets  his  patent,  and  nas  a  home.  Hi 
is  an  independent  citizen,  not  in  the  power  of  iht 
capitalist  or  the  Qoveniment,.in  regard  to  iu>titii> 


1881 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1882 


April,  1820. 


8aUa  of  PtOUc  Lands. 


H.  OF  R. 


Kven  if  ci^it  would  not  enhance  the  price,  it  is, 
nevertheless,  a  fact  worthy  of  notice,  toat,  under 
the  cash  system,  a  purchaser  can  buy  a  home  for 
only  one-fifth  more  than  the  fourth  of  the  credit 
price,  which  fourth  must  be  advanced.  It  is  true 
that  he  will  only  get  half  the  quantity,  but  he  does 
not  give  half  the  price ;  and  the  smallness  of  the 
tract  is  no  objection,  but  a  strong  argument  in 
favor  of  the  proposed  system,  as  it  regards  the 
poor.  For  thereby  a  man  will  be  enabled  to  pro- 
cure a  home  who  could  not,  or  ought  not,  to  at- 
tempt it  now^  and  those  who  can  purchase  more 
than  the  minimum  quantity  will  have  the  libeity 
to  do  so. 

But,  the  best  land  is  sold  at  the  public  sales  to 
the  highest  bidder,  and  the  credit  will  cause  it  to 
sell  for  a  higher  price  than  it  would  for  cash  by 
at  least  one-fiAh.  This  is  the  difference  between 
the  price  of  eighty  acres  purchased  under  the  cash 
system,  and  the  fourth  of  the  price  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  on  credit  The  consequence  is,  that  a 
man  will  be  able,  under  the  proposed  system,  to 
buy  eighty  acres  at  public  sale  for  the  amount  of 
only  one-fourth  of  the  price  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  on  credit.  In  the  one  case  the  purchaser  has 
parted  with  a  certain  sum  of  money,  and  obtained 
in  exchange  a  title  to  eighty  acres  of  land ;  in  the 
other,  he  has  disbursed  Uie  same  sum,  as  only  one- 
fourth  of  the  price  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
to  which  he  has  no  title,  and  for  which  he  cannot 
obtain  a  patent  until  he  shall  have  paid  the  re- 
maining three-fourths.  Which  would  the  poor, 
the  honest,  the  free  man  prefer?  Could  there  be 
any  hesitancy  in  the  option  ?  Would  he  not  choose 
the  cash  system  ?  And  would  not  the  speculator, 
for  the  same  reasons^  prefer  the  credit  system  ? 

But,  said  Mr.  R.,  it  has  been  urged  by  the  gen- 
tleman from'  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Jones,)  that,  by  re- 
Suiring  cash^  too  much  power  is  given  to  money ; 
tiat  the  capitalist  will  buy  all  the  good  land,  be- 
cause the  poor  man  will  be  unable  to  bid  against 
him  beyond  the  small  sum  he  may  have.  This 
argument,  he  said,  was  more  plausible  than  sound, 
and  had  been  already  anticipated  and  answered. 
But  th^  imposing^  manner  m  which  it  had  been 
exhibited  entitled  it  to  a  direct  reply. 

Money,  said  he,  will  have  power  as  lon^  as  it  is 
money.  It  is  that  which  ^ivea  it  value.  Its 
power  cannot  be  destroyed  without  destroying  its 
value.  But  he  felt  sure  that  its  influence  in  rela- 
tion to  the  public  land,  and  its  purchasers,  will 
not  be  augmented,  but  greatly  diminished,  by  the 
passage  of  the  bill  under  consideration,  by  the  re- 
duction which  it  would  effect  in  the  number  of 
speculators,  and  the  extent  of  their  purchases. 
The  credit  increases  the  number  of  speculators, 
and  the  extent  of  their  purchases,  in  a  ratio  of  at 
least  three  to  one,  and  reduces,  in  a  correspondent 
ratio,  the  number  of  other  purchasers,  and  the  ex- 
tent of  their  purchases.  Under  the  credit  system, 
a  speculator,  with  fifty  thousand  dollars,  will,  at 
the  minimum  price,  purchase  tme  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  of  land,  the  amount  of  his  money  being 
sufficient  to  complete  the  first  instalment  on  that 
quantity.  Under  the  cash  system,  he  will  be  able 
to  parcMae  only  forty  thousand  acres.    The  same 


quantity  of  money,  then,  will  purchase  almost 
tnree  times  as  much  land  under  the  credit,  as  it 
will  under  the  cash  system.  The  advantages  of 
credit  to  purposes  of  speculation  will  ^ive  the  same 
sum  the  power  to  purchase  the  full  triple  quantity. 
To  purchase  one  hundred  thousand  acres  under 
the  cash  system,  there  will  be  required  five  men 
with  925,000  each ;  under  the  credit  system  it 
will  be  purchased  by  two  men  with  the  same  sum. 
If  credit  did  not  increase  the  price,  then  two  spec- 
ulators can  monopolize  as  much  land  under  the 
credit  system  as  five  men  can  under  the  cash  sys- 
tem ;  and  the  same  quantity  of  money  in  circula- 
tion would,  therefore,  increase  the  number  of  spec- 
ulators, and  the  extent  of  their  purchases^  in  the 
proDortion  of  five  to  two^  by  allowing  credit ;  and. 
as  before  stated,  the  efiect  of  credit  would  swell 
the  number  to  the  proportion  of  three  to  one.  Can 
any  one,  said  he,  fail  to  perceive  the  effect  which 
credit  has  in  increasing  the  number  and  power 
of  speculators,  and,  thereby,  the  power  of  their 
money  ?  WiU  not  the  poor  man  have  a  greater 
numbler  of  competitors?  Will  there  not  be  less 
land  left  for  him  to  purchase?  And  will  not  his 
chances  of  buying  good  land  be  diminished  ?  And 
would  not  the  number  of  purchasers  for  use  be 
greatly  diminished,  and,  thereby,  the  population  of 
3ie  West  be  retarded  ?  Under  the  credit  system, 
the  capitalists  can  monopolize,  with  the  same  sum, 
more  land  than  they  could  for  cash,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  a  hundred  to  forty.  The  capital,  then, 
which  would  purchase  100,000  acres  on  credit, 
would,  on  cash  payment,  leave  60,000  acres  unap- 
propriated, which  the  settlers  could  purchase  witn- 
out  competition  with  the  non-resident  moneyed 
men.  As  to  that  part  of  the  argument  which  as- 
sumes that,  in  a  contest  for  a  particular  tract  of 
land,  an  advantage  is  given  to  the  rich  over  the 
poor  man  by  requiring  cash,  he  said  that  the  same 
objection  would  apply  with  equal  force  to  credit 
For,  if  the  poor  man  could  not  compete  with  the 
rich  man,  after  he  had  gone  in  his  bid  to  the  ex- 
tent of  his  funds,  when  the  whole  amount  is  to  be 
advanced,  he  must  be  in  the  same  predicament  if 
only  one-fourth  of  the  amount  be  required.  In 
the  latter  case,  after  he  had  been  forced  up  by  the 
capitalist  to  as  much  as  he  could  pay  the  first  in- 
stalment of,  he  could  bid  no  higher.  But  the  ob- 
jection, he  said^  would  have  much  more  force  in 
it  if  urged  against  the  credit  system ;  because,  by 
requiring  cash,  the  number  of  speculators  is  re> 
duced,  and  most  of  their  schemes  and  contrivances 
bafSed. 

If  any  further  illustration  on  this  subject  were 
necessary,  he  said  that  the  gentleman  who  made 
the  objection  had  himself  furnished  a  very  striking 
one.  That  gendeman  had  said,  that,  if^  the  cash 
system  should  be  adopted,  the  United  States  would 
never  collect  the  debt  due  for  land  which  had  been 
soldjbecause  that  system  would  depreciate  the  value 
of  the  land  for  which  the  debt  was  contracted. 

This  argument,  said  he,  is  a  "/rfo  de  se;"  it  cuts 
its  own  throat.  For  why  will  the  cash  system 
tend  to  depreciate  the  land  sold  under  the  credit 
system  ?  It  is  because  it  gives  more  advantages 
to  the  purchaser ;  becanae  it  ia  a  better  system  for 
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the  purchaser.  This  is  the  reason,  and  the  oaly  | 
one.  It  does  give  more  advantages  to  the  pur- 1 
chaser;  not  the  speculator,  but  the  man  who  may 
desire  to  buy  for  his  own  use ;  it  gives  him  more 
good  land  to  make  his  choice  in,  at  a  less  price, 
with  less  competition,  with  more  certainty,  and 
less  embarrassment. 

Mr.  R.  said  that  every  view  he  could  take  of 
the  subject  helped  to  snow  that  the  objection  to 
the  cash  system,  which  was  founded  on  the  asser- 
tion that  it  will  not  be  so  advantageous  to  the  poor 
man,  is  indefensible,  and  that  the  system  was 
stroiigly  recommended  by  the  advantages  it  se- 
cured to  all  classes  of  purchasers,  except  the  spec- 
ulators. These  could  not  entirely  be  put  down ; 
to  if  ustrate  them  is  only  a  secondary  object.  But, 
if  it  were  a  primary  one,  a  more  effectual  metlioa 
than  the  casii  system  could  not  well  be  devi3ed. 

The  only  remaining  topic,  he  said,  was  the  ef- 
fect that  the  cash  system  would  produce  in  the 
Western  country.  lie  repeated,  that  it^  esiact  on 
the  substontial  interest  of  the  West,  would  be  ben- 
eficent. But,  if  it  should  be  detrimental,  by  check- 
ing population,  he  could  not,  for  that  cause  alone, 
vote  ilgninst  it.  The  effect  could  not  change  his 
opinion  of  duty,  but  would  only  tend  to  diminish 
his  volicitude  for  the  passage  of  the  bill.  He  did 
not  come  here  to  legislate  for  any  piarticular  section 
of  country,  or  portion  of  people  of  the  Union,  but 
for  the  whole.  The  laws  which  his  vote  might 
contribute  to  pass,  would  operate  on  all,  and,  there- 
fore, it  was  but  right  that  the  wishes  and  interests 
of  all  should  be  consulted.  As  a  citizen,  he  might 
delight  to  obey  the  dictates  of  his  local  feelings  or 
personal  wishes,  but,  as  a  legislator,  he  was  bound 
to  submit  his  conduct  to  the  guidance  of  other  and 
higher  considerations. 

But,  he  said,  that,  if  he  were  at  liberty  to  act  on 
selfiahpriiiciplesto  promote  local  interests,  it  would 
be  his  fijrst  and  paramount  duty  to  look  to  his  own 
3tate,  and  to  confine  his  views  within  her  peri- 
phery. For,  if  he  represented,  exclusively,  any 
local  interest,  it  was  that  of  Kentucky.  And,  if 
^neh,  he  said,  were  his  condition,  and  such  his  duty, 
and  it  were  true  that  the  cash  law  would  check 
population,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  support  the 
hill :  he  would  hail  its  passage  with  acclamations 
of  joy.  For,  what  would  more  promote  the  pros- 
perity of  Kentucky,  than  a  system  which  would 
stop  that  efflux  of  money  and  of  population,  which 
had  already  so  much  exhausted  ner,  and  which 
was  the  effect  of  the  system  in  operation?  In  so 
far  as  the  cash  system  would  diminish  migration 
and  sales,  it  would  tend  to  diminish  the  drain  of 
people  and  of  money  from  Kentucky.  But,  he 
said,  he  was  sure  that  the  law  would  not  have  any 
deleteriousoperation  on  Western  interests,  by  check- 
ing any  population  or  preventmg  any  sales  that 
would  redound  to  the  advantage  of  the  W^est.  If 
his  only  object  were  the  a^randizement  of  the 
West,  he  would  vote  for  it.  He  believed  that 
nothing  which  Congress  could  do  by  legislation 
would  more  certainly  promote  the  prosperity  and 
independence  of  the  West. 

Tne  member  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Jones,)  had 
expressed  astonishment  that  the  Western  members 


should  differ  in  their  opinion  an  this  subjecL  r 
said,  he  felt  as  much  surprise  at  it  as  the  geiiLr 
could  feel.    He  could  not  perceive  hoiv  the  iy 
hension  could  be  entertained  by  a  Wesim:  b^ 
that  the  cash  system  would  injure  th^  U'es-rr 
country.    He  was  as  much  devoted   to  We^tr. 
interests  as  any  of  its  Representatives.     He  ^lilt  : 
it  as  his  duty  to  be  so.    He  had  been  chaistL  A- 
liquely,  since  it  was  known  that  he  ivas  is  u  -t 
ofthe  cash  system,  with  anti- Western  feelings ii^ 
policy.    He  was  as  sensitive  on  this  subject  i^  < 
any  other  ^  and  he  would  not  say  he  was  impiST^- 
baole,  but  he  would  say  that  such  chaises  c:  /. 
sinuations  fulminated  from  the  press  ortSe  sii: 
could  not  alter  his  opinion. 

He  was  not  to  be  driven  from  bu  purpost.  i 
deterred  from  doing  his  duty  by  deauaciation, : 
a  threat  of  defection  of  friends,  fie  said  lie  rr 
spected^  as  much  as  any  RepresentatiFe  should  d-: 
tne  deliberate  and  temperate  ?oice  of  puhZic  sen- 
timent. But,  he  believed  that  pnUk  aentiment,  in 
Kentucky,  was  decidedly  in  favor  o£  the  casb  sys- 
tem. However,  he  must  «ay,  that  tbe  on\y  vra^ 
to  change  his  vote  was  to  chaoige  his  opmion. 

Did  his  colleagues,  he  ask^,  suppose  that  me, 
gave  evidence  otpftore  attacbineat  to  the  Wesi ^. 
their  votes,  tbfin  he  felt  ?  He  hoped  they  wc-a. 
do  him  the  justice  to  believe  that  he  was  as  hilt. 
devoted  to  the  West  as  any  of  its  citiza!i&  WL- 
should  he  not  be  ?  He  had  as  great  a  stake  bey  tc. 
the  mountains  as  any  other  man,  and  h£  W2 
bound  to  the  West  by  as  many  and  as  te&(kr  tii:: 
Was  it  not  the  country  of  his  birth — the  hcmt  <  * 
"  wife,  children,  and  friends  ?"  Did  it  notembosciL 
all  that  he  held  most  dear  ?  And  did  it  Loi  c^t- 
tain  the  sacred  s^pot  in  which  the  xelics  of  his  ikciier 
reposed  ?  He  could  yield  to  none  in  defotio&  ti 
its  soil  and  its  interests.  He  loved  it  not  <akiy  in- 
stinctively, because  it  was  his  birthplace  and  t^ 
home,  but  rationally,  because  it  jxras  Uie  fairest  p« 
tion  of  the  globe.  Its  soil  is  luxuriant,  its  djinat: 
salubrious,  its  population  is  virtuous  and  jicepi'tal^f . 
its  men  are  brave,  and  its  women  chaste.  Boudc 
to  him  by  such  ties,  and  thus  deserri^  bis  affec- 
tion, he  would  never  desert  its  cause.  As  long  as  ht* 
should  continue  in  its  service,  he  woakd  be  faithf al 
to  its  interests — ^he  would  advocate  and  promote 
them,  and  he  believed  he  was  doing  it  by  sufnori 
ing  the  cash  bill ;  for  he  believed  that 'the  nV 
never  would  attain  the  hiffh  destinies  before  r. : 
the  system  of  credit  which  had  already  so  muc: 
embarrassed  and  en»?ebled  it,  should  be  continaec 
Whv  is  it,  said  he,  that  that  covutry  is  aov  m 
mucn  in  debt?  Why  is  the  kdance  of  coiie  sc 
much  against  it  ?  Why  its  currency  so  moch  de- 
ranged and  depreciated  ?  Why  such  a  langiio: 
pervading  that  rich  and  resourceful  country  f 

He  knew  that  these  were  the  effects  oY  mor 
causes  than  one ;  the  general  system  of  credit  v^ 
one ;  but  he  had  no  doubt  that  one  of  the  id^ 
prolific  sources  of  the  calamities  with  which  '> 
West  is  afflicted,  is  the  credit  on  the  public  Utc- 
This  had  tempted  men  to  go  beyond  their  me^^ 
and  contract  debts  which  they  could  not  par :  • 
had  depreciated  the  Western  paper  currencTi^L. 
had  tended  to  augment  and  vitiate  that  cumsc^ 
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Could  any  one  fail  to  see  its  operation  in  prodncing 
these  e&cts  ?  He  would  ask  his  colleagues  whe* 
ther  the  Western  country  would  not  now  be  in  a 
better  condition,  if  there  nerer  had  been  any  credit 
given  in  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  ?  Would  it 
not  be  more  independent,  and  have  more  and  bet- 
ter money  ?  Would  it  not  owe  $22,000,000  less  ? 
He  said  tnat  that  country  never  could  be  restored  to 
its  naturally  healthy  and  prosperous  state,  as  Ions 
as  such  an  ^mmm%g»  debt  is  suspended  oyer  it  It 
lies  on  it  like  an  incubus ;  it  paralyzed  its  best  fiscal 
and  moral  energies.  Was  it  not  desirable  to  ex- 
tricate it  from  this  condition?  Was  it  not  the 
duty  of  its  friends  to  make  the  effort  ?  He  said  that 
he  did  notkaowany  thing  which  Congress  could  do, 
that  would  tend  more  to  this  result,  tnan  the  adop- 
tion of  the  cash  system.  That  will  prevent  the 
accumulation  of  thie  debt,  and  tend  to  correct  and 
restore  the  Western  currency.  If  it  should  be 
adopted,  those  who  might  migrate  from  the  fiSast, 
and  transplant  themaelves  in  the  West,  would  buy 
only  as  much  land  as  they  couldpay  for ;  the  pur* 
chase  mon^  they  would  cany  with  them  from  the 
East,  and  all  they  make  on  the  land  for  four  years 
would  add  to  the  resources,  and  swell  the  cunrency 
of  the  West,  by  beii^  distrilmted  among  the  people. 
But,  if  this  system  oe  rejected,  then  the  Eastern 
emigrants  will  only  make  the  first  payment  with 
their  Eastern  funds ;  they  will  generally  purchase 
as  much  land  as  they  can  make  the  first  payment 
for;  the  remainiog  three-fourths,  for  which  they 
get  credit,  must  be  made  in  the  West,  and,  when 
paid,  abstracted  from  its  resources.  Is  there  not  a 
great  difGdrence  between  adding  the  three-fourths 
to  the  funds  of  the  West,  and  abstracting  them 
from  them  1  WiU  not  the  credit,  then,  always 
oppress  the  West,  render  good  money  scarce,  and 
increase  the  amount  of  bad  money  ?  Under  the 
credit  system,  not  only  is  an  immense  sum  annually 
withdrawn  from  the  West,  which,  under  the  cash 
system,  would  be  retained,  but  that  sum  consists  of 
the  specie  or  best  paper  of  the  West.  The  with- 
drawal of  this  makes  a  vacuum,  which  must  be 
filled  by  an  augmentation  of  bank  paper.  This 
au^entation  depreciates  and  vitiates  toe  currency ; 
this  currency  the  public  debtor  must  take,  but  tne 
Government  will  not  receive  it  from  him.  In  ad- 
dition to  those  considerations,  he  sai(L  it  should  be 
recolleotedy  that  the  same  quantity  oi  land  which 
would  draw  from  the  West  $800,000,  under  the 
credit,  would  only  take  $500,000,  under  the  cash 
system.  Was  he  not  justified  in  sayinff  that  the 
substitution  of  the  cash  syetem  would  m^iorate  the 
condition  of  the  West  ?  It  would  enable  it  to  owe 
less,  have  fewer  banks,  and  more  moB«y. 

He  said,  there  was  another  aspeet  of  the  eabject 
entitled  to  the  serious  consideration  of  the  real 
friends  of  the  West.  It  was  the  influence  which 
the  credit  system  would  give  the  East  over  the 
West.  Some  of  the  causes  of  this  influence  had 
been  sufficiently  explained  in  considering  the  otber 
topics  of  discussion.  He  hoped  gentlemen  would 
recollect  them,  and  make  the  proper  application 
of  them.  • 

He  would  only  add,  that  a  large  Western  debt 
would  give  the  Eastern  politkians,  in  a  struggle 


for  power,  a  powerful  weapon.  It  would  render 
it  impossible  that  the  West  could  have  a  fair  and 
equal  contest.  It  would  be  the  talisman,  whose 
spell,  in  the  hands  of  dextrous  men,  might  be  sub- 
juffation  or  dissolution.  Such  men  would  not 
only  have  the  advantage  derived  from  the  debility, 
languw,  and  distress,  which  a  Uurffe  debt  would 
produce  in  the  West,  but  they  could  hold  the  ap- 
pcdling  sum  in  terrorem  over  the  devoted  West, 
and  say  pay  or  submit.  Then,  said  he,  miffht  you 
see  enmrced  the  maxim,  ^^Fareere  9ull^jeetU,MMare 
aupefbos.^'  He  said  he  hoped  that  these  conse* 
quenees  would  never  be  realized ;  but,  as  a  West- 
em  man,  he  was  anxious  to  render  their  occur- 
rence impossible,  and  to  rescue  die  West  from 
danger  before  it  might  be  too  late.  He  said,  if  he 
were  an  Eastern  man,  and  desired  supremacy- over 
the  West,  and  labored  under  suoh  a  destitution  of 
princinle  as  to  resort  to  lefl;islative  power  to  effect 
It,  he  knew  nothing  which  he  would  so  strcmgly 
advocate  as  the  continuance  of  the  credit  system. 
He  would  make  the  debt  as  large  as  possible.  To 
counteract  such  policy,  he  desired  the  cash  bill  te 
pass;  and,  in  advocating  it,  he  felt  sure  he  was 
vindicating  the  best  interests  of  the  West  He 
said,  let  iIm  Western  people  get  opt  of  debt,  and 
leave  their  posterity  free,  and  then  they  would 
have  power,  and  wealth,  and  indq^endoMse.  Na- 
ture had  decreed  it.  They  will  then  preserve  their 
influence,  their  rank,  and  their  public  spirit ;  they 
will  then  move  and  act  in  the  majesty  of  their  na- 
tive and  characteristic  independence;  they  will  be 
a  gvMtt.  a  powerful,  and  a  happy  people. 

Gentlemen  need  not  fear  the  march  of  Western 
power  or  of  population  would  be  retarded  by  the 
cash  system.  If  the  view  he  had  taken  or  the 
whole  subject  was  correct,  the  effects  of  the  system 
would  be  very  different.  He  could  not  see  how 
the  system  would  impair  the  power  or  diminish 
the  piopulation  of  the  West.  Would  it  impair  the 
strength  of  the  West  to  get  it  out  of  debt,  and  add 
to  its  resources?  Or  would  it  diminish  or  obstruct 
the  current  of  emigration  to  the  West  to  offer  to 
the  emigrants  terms  of  purchase  more  advante- 
geouB  to  them  and  to  the  country  to  which  they 
wi^  to  go,  than  those  now  offered  ?  Or  would  it 
cheek  population  to  prevent  the  monopoly  of  large 
tmets  qf  good  land  by  speculators,  who  would  not 
settle  on  them?  He  said  that,  if  the  cash  system 
would  prevent  the  emi^tion  of  any  class  of  citi- 
xcas  to  the  West,  (which  he  did  not  believe,)  it 
would  be  a  class  that  would  not  be  a  very  valual)le 
aoeession  to  the  strength,  the  morals,  or  wealth  of 
the  West ;  but  who  would  only  increase  the  West- 
em  debt,  and  diminish  the  real  and  subctential  re- 
sources of  the  Western  country. 

He  said,  that  the  Western  country  would  popu- 
late soon  enough ;  men  would  go  there  whenever 
it  should  be  their  interest  to  go.  It  was  not  good 
policy  to  invite  or  decoy  them  there  sooner.  Let 
the  jMrinciple  of  population  and  the  rules  that  regu- 
late and  control  it  have  their  natural  operation. 
Do  not  endeavor  to  increase  its  fecundity  or  ac- 
celerate its  results  by  artificial  expedients.  It  was 
not  desirable  to  have  a  mushroom  population. 
Let  it  grow  gradually  and  naturally,  and  it  will 
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be  homogeneous,  and  happy,  and  strong.  Let  the 
body  politic  work  its  own  care,  if  diseased.  There 
is  a  recuperative  spirit  in  it,  vis  medicalrix  natwrcs^ 
that  will  preserve  its  health  and  vigor.  He  did 
not  profess  to  know  much  of  political  pathology, 
but  ne  thought  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  Uie 
resources  and  ultimate  power  of  the  West  were 
certain,  if  its  friends  would  forbear  their  prescrip- 
tions and  let  thing^s  regulate  themselves. 

Let  the  population  of  the  West  erowon  its  own 
natural  resources,  without  tlie  artificial  and  delu- 
sory aid  of  credit.  The  surest  way  to  increase  an 
efficient  population,  which  alone  will  strengthen 
the  resources  and  power  of  the  West,  is  to  expel 
luxury  and  speculation^  by  stifling  tneir  pander, 
credit,  and  encourage  mdustry,  virtue,  and  econ- 
omy. The  first  step  towiards  this  policy  is  to  ex- 
tricate the  West  from  debt,  with  all  its  parapher- 
nalia ;  to  confine  its  expenditures  within  its  actual 
means^  and  make  its  citizens  independent  cultiva- 
tors or  the  soil,  and  not  the  tenants  of  the  specu- 
lator or  the  Government.  The  cash  system,  so 
for  as  it  could  operate,  would  tend  to  these  whole- 
some results,  bv  distributing  the  lands  in  small 
tracts  among  the  people  for  their  own  use,  and 
by  frustrating  speculation,  and  preventing  monop- 
olies. He  expected  much  good  from  it ;  he  feared 
no  mischief.  He  could  not  perceive  any  solid  ob- 
iection  to  it.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  it  would 
oe  adopted. 

He  had,  in  a  crude  and  unmethodical  manner, 
he  said,  offered  some  of  the  considerations  which 
would  influence  his  vote.  He  had  endeavored  to 
show  that  the  cash  system  was  required  by  the 
fiscal  and  political  interests  of  the  General  Grov- 
ernment,  by  the  advantages  it  would  afford  to  the 
bona  fide  purchaser,  and  by  the  substantial  and 
permanent  welfare  of  the  Western  country.  Whe- 
ther he  had  been  successful,  would  appear  from 
the  decision  of  the  Committee.  Whatever  that 
decision  should  be,  he  would  be  content.  He  had 
discharged  his  duty  to  himself  and  his  country. 
If  he  had  erred,  he  should  be  supported  by  the  ap- 
probation of  his  conscience,  and  the  clearest  con- 
victions of  public  duty ;  and  he  believed  he  would 
be  sustained  by  the  opinions  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
and  the  verdict  of  posterity.    If  the  bill  should 

Eass,  he  hoped  that  his  friends,  who  diffe^^  with 
im  on  this  interesting  subject,  and  especially  the 
Speaker,  (who  would  foUow  him  in  debate,)  might 
live  lon^  enough  to  witness  and  to  enjoy  the  ben- 
efits which  he  believed  would  result  from  it,  not 
only  to  the  Union  and  to  the  poor  and  actual  set- 
tler, but  to  the  great  interes'ts  of  the  West — to  its 
strength,  prosperity,  and  power,  and  to  the  inde- 
pendence and  happiness  of  its  people. 

When  Mr.  Robertson  concluded,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  April  19. 

Mr.  Nbwton,  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senat^ 
entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  district  of  Pearl 
River,"  reported  the  same,  without  amendment, 
and  it  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-morrow. 


A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  fMo^ 
titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  h 
representatives  of  Gkibriel  Berzat^eceaaed ;"  ^^ 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Kdmund  McCar* 
ty ;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hunter;" 
"An  act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  cer> 
tain  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina;"  "An  act  for  the  relief  oi  Bbenezer 
Stevens  and  Austin  L.  Sands,  legal  representatives 
of  Richardson  Sands,  deceased,  and  others ;"  and 
"An  act  authorizing  tne  settlement  of  the  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  Richard  CBrieo, 
late  American  Consul  at  Algiers ;" — in  which 
bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bills  were  read  twice,  and  referred — 
the  first  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims, 
the  second  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  the  third 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affidrs,  the  finirth 
to  the  Committee  of  Commerce,  the  fifkh  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revointionary  Claims, 
and  the  sixth  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

DrSTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 
Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred, 
reported  a  bill  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia  to  form  a  frame  of  goYemment; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committ^  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow.  The  bill  is  as 
follows : 

Be  it  enacted,  4*^.,  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  b«,  and  they  hereby  are,  aothorized 
to  hold  a  convention,  to  determine  whether  it  will  be 
for  their  benefit  to  have  the  rights  of  aelf-gOTemment 
extended  to  them,  so  far  as  the  same  mayeoDstitotion- 
ally  be  done ;  and,  if  they  shall  be  of  sndi  opinion,  to 
form  a  frame  of  government,  to  be  anboitted  to  Con- 
gress for  their  approbation. 

Sao.  S.  And  be  it  furihtr  enaeted.  That  the  and 
convention  shall  be  composed  of  twelve  reprcaenta- 
tives  for  the  City  of  Washington,  and  that  pari  of  the 
county  of  Washington  east  of  Rock  Creek;  of  eight 
representatives  for  the  town  of  Georgetown,  and  (hat 
part  of  the  county  west  of  Rock  Creek ;  and  of  nine 
representatives  from  the  town  and  coonty  of  Alexan- 
dria. The  said  representatives  to  be  free  white  taxa- 
ble males,  inhabitants  of  said  District,  above  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  who  ehali  be  chosen  by  baUot  by 
the  free  white  taxable  males,  inhabitants  of  aaid  Dis- 
trict, above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  on  the 

day  of  — -  next,  under  the  superintendence  of  snch 
jndges,  at  such  place  in  each  of  the  said  towns,  and 
sabject  to  each  other  directions,  as  the  President  of  (he 
United  States  may  prescribe. 

8xc.  8.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted.  That  the  per- 
sons so  chosen  shall  convene  in  the  City  of  Waahiag- 
ion,  at  snch  place  as  shall  be  fixed  by  the  President  of 

the  United  States*  on  the day  of  — ,  and  ahall 

organize  themselves  by  the  appoinlment  of  a  preaiding 
ofiicer,  ,and  such  other  officers  as  may  be  necessary. 
A  majority  of  the  members  shall  constitute  a  quorom, 
snd  their  proceedings  shall  be  communicated  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  be  by  him  laid  be/bre 
Congress  at  their  next  session. 

TARIFV  BILL. 
Mr.  JoNBS,  of  Virginia,  sabmitted  the  following 
reacdution  for  coniicKration : 
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Rnohedy  That  the  8«ereUry  of  the  Treuniy  be 
requested  to  conanmnicftte  to  this  House  his  opinion 
revpecting  the  probable  effects  which  will  be  produced 
upon  the  Revenue,  should  the  bill  to  regulste  the  do- 
ties  on  imports,  and  for  other  purposes,  now  pending 
before  this  House,  be  enacted  into  a  law. 

This  motion,  and  the  proceedings  on  it,  gave 
rise  to  a  considerable  debate. 

Mr.  Brosh  moved  an  amendment,  (but  subse- 
qaentiy  withdrawn,)  to  instruct  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treaaary  to  report  to  this  House  when,  in  his 
opinion,  Congress  might  be  able  to  terminate  the 
present  session. 

In  the  discussion  of  this  nation,  some  warmth 
was  displayed.    In  the  end — 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table ;  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to — yeas  71,  nays  67,  as  follows : 

YxAs^-Messfs  Abbot,  Adame^  Allen  of  New  York, 
Baker,  Bateman,  Boden,  Campbell,  Oasa,  Clark,  Crafts, 
Crawford,  CuahMan,  Dennison,  Dcwitt,  Edwards  of 
Connecticntt  Bdwarda  of  Penm^ivaaia,  Fay,  Floyd, 
Folger,  Gross  of  New  York,  Haekky^  Hall  of  New 
York,  Hsll  of  Delaware,  Hazard,  Hamphili,  Hendiieks, 
Hibshnian,  Hill,  Kendall,  Kiosey,  Kinsley,  Linfit  Mc- 
Lean of  Kentucky  I  ^f  archaod,  Mason,  Meigs,  R.  Moore, 
8.  Moore,  Morton,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson, 
Phelps,  Pitcher,  Pluoier,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Smith 
of  New  JeTMy,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Storrs,  Street, 
Strong  df  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  Taylor, 
Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Van  Rensselaer,  Walker,  Wal- 
lace, Wendover,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Wood. 

N  Ata— Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Ball, 
Barbour,  Bayly,  Bloomfield,  Brash,  Bryan,  Buffam, 
Burwell,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louisi- 
ana, Cannon,  Ciagett,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crowell, 
Ciilbreth,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Diekinaon«  Garle,  Ed« 
wards  of  N.  Carolina*  Foot,  Fuller,  Fallerton,  Gar- 
natt.  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
Hardin,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Hoatetter,  Jones  of  Virginia, 
Jonea  of  Tennessee,  Little,  Livermore,  Lyman,  Mc- 
Coy, McCreary,  Mallary,  Meech,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Msssachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overatreet,  Parker 
of  Virginia,  Pbilson,  Pindall,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea, 
Ringgold,  Settle,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Slocumb,  B.  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Stevens,  Swearingen,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Tyler,  Whitman,  and  Williams  of  Virginia. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  making  further 
provision  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands. 

In  the  further  debate  which  took  took  place  on 
this  bill,  the  main  object  of  the  bill  (to  reduce  the 
price  of  the  public  lands  from  the  present  price  to 
one  dollar  and  twenty-fiye  cents  per  acre,  and  to 
abolis^  credits  thereon)  was  supported  and  op- 
posed by  the  following  gentlemen:  AfirmaUot — 
Messrs.  Anderson,  Barboor,  Hardin,  BLOAN,and 
Storrs.  NegaUoe — ^Messrs.  Clat,  Brown,  But- 
ler of  Louisiana,  Cook,  Hendricks,  Jones  of 
Tennessee,  and  McLean  of  Kentucky. 

Some  other  gentlemen  incidentally  engaged  in 
the  discussion  on  amendments,  dbc. 

Mr.  Sloan,  of  Ohio^  spoke  as  follows — 

Mr.  Chairman :  It  is  with  extreme  reluctance 
that  I  rise  to  address  you  on  the  present  occasion. 
Unaccustomed  to  public  speakmg,  I  am  weU  awaie 
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that  I  shall  fail  to  express  myself  in  such  manner 
as  the  importance  of  the  subject  requires.  Indeed, 
sir,  nothing  but  the  circumstance  of  my  represent- 
ing a  district,  in  a  high  degree  interested  in  the 
decision  of  the  question  now  under  discussion, 
could  have  induced  me  to  make  the  attempt.  Sir, 
I  hare  been  a  witness  of  the  operations  of  this  cre- 
dit system,  as  it  is  called,  ever  since  the  commence- 
ment of  its  existence,  and  I  must  be  permitted  to 
say,  that  the  evils  arising  under  it  have  been  great- 
ly overrated,  and  that  the  results  anticipated  from 
its  continuance,  are  not  such  as  are  reasonably  to 
be  apprehended.  On  this  subject  there  is.  unques- 
tionably, a  very  great  misapprehension.  Sir,  there 
is  no  danger  of  a  dissolution  of  this  Union  from 
allowing  the  Western  people  to  purchase  your  lands 
on  credit ;  I  trust  I  know  that  people  too  well  to 
give  in  to  such  an  opinion.  Twenty  years'  resi- 
dence among  them  has  convinced  me  that  all  such 
fears  may  safely  be  discarded.  Nor  is  the  deht, 
now  owing,  of  such  an  enormous  amount  as  has 
been  supposed  by  some  gentlemen  who  have  spoken 
on  the  subject.  They  appear  to  consider  the  laws 
which  have  been  passed,  from  time  to  time,  grant- 
ing indulgence  to  purchasers,  as  applying  to  the 
whole  debt  contracted.  This  is,  indeed,  a  very 
great  error.  The  honorable  Speaker  has  calcu- 
lated that  the  whole  debt  owin^  in  the  triangle 
northwest  of  the  Ohio,  composed  of  the  States  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois^  and  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  which  will  be  afl^ted  by  the  law  or  the 
present  session,  will  not,  perhaps,  exceed  three  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  This,  calculation^  I  think, 
is  very  likely  a  correct  one,  notwithstanding  it  has 
been  considered  as  vastly  too  low  by  gentlemen 
who  have  replied  to  the  Speaker's  arguments. 

Sir,  I  have  paid  some  attention  to  this  subject, 
and,  adthoogh  it  is  impossible  to  come  at  the  exact 
sum,  yet  I  am  convinced  that  the  amount  is  much 
less  tnan  has  been  supposed — a  sum  entirely  too 
trifling  to  excite  the  alarm  which  appears  to  pre- 
vail in  the  case.  The  whole  amount  owing^  for 
land  purchased  in  the  tract  of  country  to  which  I 
have  alluded,  is  something  more  than  seven  mil- 
lions eight  hundred  thousand  dollars — a  sum  little 
more  than  that  received  from  the  same  district  for 
each  of  the  last  four  years.  But,  in  order  to  judge 
more  correctly  on  this  subject,  let  us  examine  the 
forfeitures  of  the  year  1817,  one  in  which  no  in- 
dulgence vms  fifiven,  and  we  will  find  that  the 
amount  of  forfeitures  of  that  year  was  twenty- 
seven  thbusand  dollars.  From  my  knowled^  on 
this  subject,  I  know  that  but  a  small  quantity  of 
the  land  is  sold  when  exposed  to  sale  for  non-pay- 
ment, but  that  it  reverts  to  the  United  States,  and 
is  stated  in  the  amount  of  forfeitures.  But  suppose 
that  one  half  of  it,  in  that  year,  was  sold,  and  the 
amount  not  paid  for  to  be  $60,000,  and  even  sup- 
pose the  average  of  the  three  last  years  at  double 
that  amount,  it  would  only  be  $360,000;  whilst 
gentlemen  have  been  treating  this  question  as  if 
ttiey  had  been  from  year  to  year  granting  indul- 
gence for  several  millions  of  dollars,  and  as  though 
tlie  several  laws  which  have  been  passed  have  ap- 
plied to  the  same  purchasers ;  when,  in  fact,  ail 
the  land  purchased  prior  to  the  year  1813,  hat  ei- 
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ther  been  paid  off  or  reverted  to  the  United  States, 
and  much  of  that  which  has  been  prevented  from 
forfeiture  by  the  laws  of  1818  and  1819,  has  also 
been  paid  cm,  and  is  daily  paying  off. 

So  much,  sir,  for  this  vast  debt,  and  the  dangers 
which  are  apprehended  from  its  accumulation.  So 
much  has  been  said  on  the  subject  of  the  laws 
granting  indul^eace,  that  I  will  be^  leave  to  ex- 
amine, yerv  briefly,  the  history  of  Uie  present  sys- 
tem, and  tae  causes  which  lei  to  the  passage  of 
those  laws,  and  see  whether  the  same  objection 
might  not  with  equal  propriety  apply  to  almost 
every  part  of  our  financial  system.  The  law  lay- 
ing the  foundation  of  the  present  system  of  diapoie- 
ing  of  the  public  lands,  was  passed  in  1800,  and, 
for  a  considerable  time,  no  lands,  except  those  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  were  brought  into  market.  At 
this  time  the  carvency  was  sound ;  we  were  not 
Ihfla  annoyed  by  banks  in  every  part  of  the  coua- 
tcy ;  ever^r  kind  of  money  was  then  current,  and 
xeeeived  m  payment ;  commerce  was  then  brisk, 
and  payments  were  regularly  made.  This  state  of 
things  continued  without  interruption  until  1808, 
whan  the  embargo  took  place  y  which  prostratea 
tiadei  stopped  nearly  every  kind  of  busmess,  and 
prodoced  general  embarrassment ;  to  this,  in  1809, 
was  addi^  the  non-intercourse,  which  continued 
writh  little  interruption  until  the  declaration  of 
war  in  1812.  Sensible  of  the  influenee  of  this 
state  of  things  on  those  who  were  indebted  to  the 
public.  Congress,  in  1808,  passed  a  Uw,  extending 
a  credit  on  a  certain  description  ol'  revenue  bonds, 
and  the  next  year  it  was  extended  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  embarg:o. 

Having  granted  this  favor  to  the  mercantile 
class  of  our  citizens,  I  presume  it  was  consideied 
nothing  but  fair  to  extend  eq[ual  indulgence  to  the 
poEohasers  of  public  lands,  inasmuch  as  this  geM- 
ral  embarrassment  grew  out  of  measures  which 
the  Government  considered  that  the  interest  and 
honor  of  the  nation  required  to  be  pursued.  Ac- 
cordingly in  March,  1809,  a  law  was  passed,  giving 
longer  time  to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  to 
complete  their  payments. 

In  1810  a  law  of  a  like  nature  was  passed ;  bl*^ 
in.  1811,  no  such  law  passed,  and  all  the  lands^  the 
payments  for  which  were  due  in  that  year,  were 
eitner  sold  or  reverted  to  the  United  States.  In 
1812  and  181 3,  laws  similar  to  those  beforo  caafited 
were  passed,  with  this  exception,  that  those  who  had 
availed  themselves  of  former  laws^  should  not  beem- 
hmped  in  them.  The  same  provisions  were  made  in 
the  laws  which  passed  in  1814  and  1815.  In  April, 
1815,  a  law  was  passed  in  favor  of  the  purchisers 
m  the  Mississippi  Territory,  but  no  law  was  passed 
in  favor  of  purchasers  northwest  of  the  Ohio  until 
1818;  consequently  all  the  lands  on  which  the  pay- 
ments became  due  in  1816  and  1817  were  forieti- 
ed<  Since  which  time  laws  have  yearly  been 
passed,  applyinfr  equally  to  all  parts  of  the  country. 

From  tnis  view  of  the  subject,  it  will  be  per- 
ceived that  the  debt  now  owing  is  not  of  that  long 
standing  which  some  gentlemen  have  supposed, 
and  that  the  failure  to  pay  has  not  arisen  out  of 
any  disposition,  on  the  part  of  the  purchasers,  to 
rely  on  the  indulgence  ot  the  Government,  but  nas 


been  in  consequence  of  the  situation  of  the  col 
try,  produced  by  the  measures  of  tbe  Gk^venuse 
It  cannot  have  escaped  your  recollection  thsx,fij 
ing  the  war,  and  immediately  after  its  teniiios&: 
the  Government  experienced  very  great  emhunsr 
ment  in  its  fiscal  opKcrations;  that  the  cn^<^thr 
Gk>vemment  was  much  reduced,   luid  Tnon 
notes  were  at  a  great  discount.      In   tlus  s&tt  oi 
things,  and  with  a  view  to  remedy  the  eru.  ^ 
Treasury  Depaotment  sabaiitted  propoaitioas  lo « 
the  banks  in  the  Union,  as  well  those  vhiek  hi 
received  charters  of  incorporation  fitxn  the  Sitt 
{^vernments,  as  those  established  imtfaout  anther- 
ity.    These  propositions  offered  to  dw  inaks  tk: 
in  case  they  would  agree  to  receive  and  re-isBt 
Treasury  notes,  the  Qoverameat  weoid  lecci?'^ 
their  notes  in  payment  fbr  all  dehfes  dte  lo  ihepak' 
lie.    Thus  it  was,  that  a  credit  ii«s  ^iwn  to  sL 
the  banks  of  the  union,  almost  equal  l*  a  charter 
graated  by  this  Qovecnmeiit    In  this  state  of 
tfaio^  many  penons  became  the  paichaoeis  of 
mhlic  lands,  not  donbdng  hot  ^nl  te  notei  of 
State  banks  would  contittue  to  be  reccmd  in  yay- 
meat.    The  banking  business  was  not  mAersiood 
by  the  people  at  large,  and  but  few  persons  could  u 
ticipate  the  sudden  explosion  of  that  system,  wbicfc 
a  sudden  return  to  specie  payments  produced.  T^ 
purchaser,  whose  faojies  were  founoed  on  tbe  pros- 
pect  of  paying  for  his  land  in  die  imper  of  Stile 
c»nk^  was  completdy  disappointed,  as  few  of  tW 
description  of  notes  have  been,  for  a  areat  panot 
the  time  since  the  resumption  of  specie  paymeats 
received.    Thus  situated,  it  has  beoi  found  imfosr 
sible  to  meet  the  payments  promptly^  as  they  tie 
came  due. 

These  sir,  are  some  of  the  causes  wkic^  ibav** 
operated  to  produce  the  present  slate  of  die  iebt 
owing  for  public  lands,  but  whieh,  I  huniUy  con- 
ocive,  ought  not  wholly  to  be  charged  lo  the  im- 
aerfeetions  of  the  present  system.  It  hss  mn 
from  caases  which  cannot  operate  on  ibture  pai- 
chases,  and  which,  I  trust,  wdl  never  i^gam  exist 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  well  satisfied  tiiai  t^ pre- 
sent system  is  a  good  one,  and  that  the  fan  enter- 
tained of  the  disastrous  consequences  are  by  no 
means  well  founded.  I  have  seen  one  of  the  most 
important  States  in  this  Union  grow  op  suddenly 
from  the  wilderness,  mder  the  inftaenee  of  ihiu- 
system;  yet  I  cannot  but  feel  myaelf  inqmsedb) 
the  strong  pre|udice  that  appears  to  peevulagaio^ 
it.  I  am  wdl  aware  that  it  is  bebwed  that  the 
Western  people  have  enjoyed  peculiar  &voi5^  asd 
that  great  speculations  have  been  made  at  tkepob- 
Uc  expense.  But  let  me  assure  yoa,  air,  thsi  tlu& 
b  not  the  case,  there  is  but  a  very  small  isdoce* 
meat  to  speculation  in  public  lands;  the  GoT«n* 
meat  is  too  large  a  landholder  for  any  one  to  cotf 
ia  oompetilion  with  it.  Bir.  it  is  the  industn  if 
the  Western  people  which  has  led  to  smy  derff 
of  prosperity  which  they  maybe  supposed  to  enVf 
I  regret  extremely  that  the  Western  people  skui 
be  considered  as  wishing  to  live  by  the  bouotrof 
the  General  Government.  I  regret  that  the  i^ 
gation  from  the  Atlantic  section  of  the  Unioe&Jt 
so  much  opposed  to  the  present  land  laws ;  and  il 
is  this  opposition  which  induces  me  to  consest  V 
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the  change  proposed  in  this  bill.  I  consider  it  of 
importance  that  all  jealousy  against  the  Western 
country  should  be  allayed ;  and,  as  this  bill  pro- 
poses an  equiralent  for  the  credit  heretofore  grant- 
ed, I  may  come  to  a  determination  to  rote  for  it, 
and  hope  it  may  pass. 

Mr.  MgLban,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  was  not  my  intention  to  have 
detained  the  Committee  on  this  subject,  although 
an  important  one,  and  one  on  which  tfaeprosperity 
of  the  Western  country  much  depends.  But,  as  fre- 
quent reference  has  bc«n  made  to  the  mode  adopted 
by  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  in  disposing  of 
her  vacant  lands,  and  the  consequences  growing 
out  of  that,  to  prove  the  jpropriety,  or  rather  the 
necessity,  of  passing  the  bul  on  your  table,  and  as 
I  represent  a  part  of  that  section  ik  the  State  wych 
has  been  setfied  under  the  operation  of  the  Ken- 
mdcy  system,  (as  it  has  been  called,)  and  pte- 
sime  I  am  as  well  anquainted  with  the  operatiott 
of  tbyat  system  es  my  ccnleagues  who  have  anknttd^ 
verted  iip«i  it^  I  hop*  I  shall  be  indulged  a  few 
moments  on  this  impovtant  subject.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, what  was  that  system  1  fiefore  any  person 
wa»  permitted  to  locate  a  piece  of  vacant  land, 
h^  waa  required  to  produce  satisfactory  proof,  to 
the  jkroper  authority,  that  he  was  an  actual  and 
bomafich  settler  on  the  land  he  wished  to  enter.  If 
he  o&red  this  proof,  he  was  entitled  to  a  certifi- 
cate for  feur  hundred  acres  of  land,  in  which  was 
particularl V  described  the  land  he  was  settled  on ; 
and,  upon  nis  paying  into  the  Treasury  at  the  rate 
of  twenty  cents  per  acre,  in  four  annual  instal- 
ments, he  was  entided  to  a  patent  for  his  land, 
agreeably  to  his  survey  made  on  said  certificate. 

The  Legislature  of  Kentucky  appeared  to  be 
more  desirous  of  bavins^  the  country  settled  than 
to  make  money  out  of  their  soil,  and  their  expec- 
tations were  rally  realized.  What  has  been  the 
effect  of  this  system  ?  Owing  to  the  inducements 
held  out  to  all  classess,  both  rich  and  poor,  by  the 
low  price  of  the  land,  and  the  easy  terms  of  pay- 
ment, tog^her  with  the  excellent  quality  of  the 
soil,  the  country  settled  with  a  rapidity  unexam- 
pled. Farms  aoid  villages  sprung^  up  through  the 
country  as  if  by  magic,  and  a  portion  of  that  coun- 
try is  at  this  time  in  as  high  a  state  of  cultivation 
a»  any  part  of  the  State,  and  sends  to  foreign  mar- 
kets as  much  surplus  produce.  That  country 
wbieh  in  '65  was  a  wilderness,  entirely*  frontier, 
in  whi^h  there  was  scarcely  a  white  man,  in  1800 
was  entitled  to  one  member  on  this  floor;  in  1810 
to  three  ;>  and,  I  have  no  doubt,  at  the  next  ap- 
portionment of  representation,  (unless  the  ratio  is 
rais^,)  will  be  entitled  to  five. 

It  may  be  somewhat  surprising,  yet  it  is  never- 
theless true,  that,  although  the  land  was  sold  upon 
such  easy  terms,  thousands  of  persons  settled  on 
it  who  were  unable  to  comply  with  the  terms  of 
sale,  and  the  Legislature  has  been  compelled  to 
extend  her  parental  indulgence  to  them  from  year 
to  year,  and  the  whole  of  the  debt  is  not  yet  extin- 
ginshed.  But,  sir,  has  the  State  been  injured  by 
this  lenity  ?  I  answer,  no ;  far  from  it.  She  has 
the  plea«ng  reflection  of  having  increased  her 
popmation  and  influence,  and  is  now  deriving 


wealth  from  the  labor  of  her  citizens,  who  are 
literally  sitting  under  their  own  vine  and  fig  tree, 
cultivating  their  own  land,  and,  by  their  industry, 
supporting  their  families.  I  am  personally  ae- 
quamted  with  many  persons  who  were  unable  to 
pay  for  their  land  when  they  settled  on  it,  who, 
by  their  industry,  have  raisea  the  means  to  pay 
for  it  out  of  the  land  itself,  and  are  now  indepemi- 
ent,  good  livers.  Under  the  operation  of  this  law, 
the  settler  became  a  tenant  to  the  State,  and,  by- 
means  of  his  industry,  he  paid  for  his  land,  and 
reaped  the  reward  of  his  labor,  by  enjoying  the 
advantages  of  his  improvement ;  whereas,  if  this 
land  had  not  been  sold  upon  a  credit,  he  must  have 
become  a  tenant  to  an  overbearing  landlord,  and, 
after  making  a  farm,  and  valuable  improvements 
for  another,  ne  would  be  compelled  to  leave  it,  and 
go  again  into  the  forest,  i  think  there  is  no  man 
who  will  say  the  system  adopted  by  the  State  of 
Kentucky  vras  a  bad  one.  My  colleagues  who  aiie 
in  favor  of  the  bill  on  your  table,  say,  that  the 
Green  rivet  debt  has  had  a  pernicious  effect  on 
the  legislation  of  the  State,  i  must  confess  I  have 
never  witnessed  it,  or  been  under  its  in^uence; 
and  I  am:  satisfied  neither  of  my  honorable  col- 
leagues will  be  willing  to  adhiowtedse  that  it  has 
caused  either  of  them  to  do  that  which  they  be- 
lieved to  be  wronff.  Neither  am  I  willing  to  ad- 
mit that,  if  this  bm  should  not  be  passed,  and  the 
old  system  should  be  adhered  to,  that  it  ever  will 
have  an  undne  influence  on  the  members  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  believe  the  interest  of  this  nation 
will  be  promoted  by  disponing  of  the  public  lands 
in  such  a  way  as  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  every 
man,  both  rich  and  poor,  who  wishes  to  cultivate 
the  soil,  to  obtain  a  part  of  it.  !f  you  take  care  of 
the  poor,  and  enable  them  to  procure  lands,  there 
is  no  danger  of  the  rich ;  they  can  and  will  take 
care  ci  themselves.  Our  Government  rests  upon 
the  intelligence,  indeptod^nce,  and  equality  orbits 
citizens.  All  measures  which  are  calculated  to 
keep  ydur  citizens  on  an  equality,  not  only  as  to 
persoiial  rights,  but  as  to  property^  tend  to  supnort 
and  preiserve  your  republican  institutions ;  and  all 
measures  wliich  are  calculated  to  make  the  rich 
richer,  and  the  poor  poorer,  tend  directly  to  aristo- 
cracy. In  vain  do  you  say,  when  a  portion  of 
your  citizens  are  rich,  and  a  part  of  them  poor, 
and' dependent  on  the  rich,  that  they  are  all  upon 
an  equality. 

I  hope  1  shall  not  be  understood  to  say,  that  the 
Government  ouj^ht  to  deprive  a  man  of  that  which 
he  has,  to  give  it  to  the  poor;  but  I  do  say,  that 
the  Gbvemment  ought  to  adopt  no  measure  which 
is  calculated  to  benefit  the  wealthy  part  of  the 
community  alone,  which  I  conceive  the  bill  on 
yohr  table  will — ^because  it  will  readily  be  perceiv- 
ed that  no  man,  under  the  operation  of  this  law, 
can  procure  a  title  to  any  of  your  lands,  unless  he 
can  advance  one  hundred  dollars.  Gentlemen 
are  not  aware  of  the  many  difficulties  which  at- 
tend moving  to,  and  settling  a  ;iew  country.  The 
expense  of  travelling  is  considerable;  and  a  whole 
year's  provisions  has  to  be  laid  in,  and  generaOy 
at  a  high  {irice ;  when  this  is  done,  the  poor  man^ 
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funds  are  exhausted,  and  he  has  nothing  left  to 
purchase  even  a  half  of  a  quarter  section  of  land. 
What  must  he  do?  He  must  not  only  labor  to 
support  his  family,  but  labor  to  pay  his  landlord 
for  the  use  of  his  land.  Gentlemen  need  not  tell 
me  that  any  man  who  ought  to  own  land  can 
raise  100  dollars.  If  they  were  in  a  situation  to 
see  many  individuals  who  move  to  the  Western 
country,  they  would  change  their  opinion.  Do  we 
not  know  that  many,  very  many,  young  persons 
unite  together  in  marriage,  who  are  not  able  to 
purchase  the  necessary  articles  for  housekeeping 
and  have  100  dollars  in  cash  left  to  purchase  a 
tract  of  land  ?  In  vain  you  tell  me  that  this  cash 
system  is  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  man  who  has 
cashp  and  to  the  prejudice  of  the  poor  man  who 
kas  It  not. 

Gentlemen  do  not  reason  fairly  when  they  at- 
tempt to  prove,  that  it  is  better  to  purchase  land 
at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre  for  cash, 
than  two  dollars  upon  credit.  If  the  present  price 
u  too  high,  reduce  it  to  the  price  proposed,  and 
then  tell  me  whether  it  is  not  easier  to  purchase 
land  upon  the  present  credit  than  by  paying  the 
whole  down,  and  whether  it  will  not  enable  many 
persons  to  purchase  land  who  will  not  be  able  to 
do  so  if  this  hill  passes. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  amendment  which  I  had 
the  honor  to  offer  (which  was  to  permit  the  per- 
son who  is  settled,  or  should  settle  on  the  land  to 
enter  one  quarter  section  on  a  credit,  as  heretofore) 
had  prevailed,!  would  have  no  objection  to  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill,  as  it  would  have  encouraged  the 
settlement  of  the  country^  and  put  a  stop  to  that 
system  of  speculation  which  has  and  will  prevail 
to  such  an  injurious  extent.  Your  best  land  is  gen- 
erally purchased  by  speculators  who  have  money, 
not  with  a  view  of  cultivating  it  themselves,  but 
to  keep  it  until  the  settlement  of  the  country  en- 
hances the  value,  and  then  sell  it  to  some  person 
at  an  advanced  price.  Companies  are  formed  in 
Tarious  parts  of  the  Union,  who  send  their  agents 
to  the  Western  country,  who  enter  whole  town- 
ships merely  with  a  view  of  speculation ;  and 
thereby  the  land  is  taken  out  of  the  market  until 
the  price  shall  advance,  and  the  settlement  of  the 
country  retarded. 

Butj  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  little  hopes  that  this 
bill  will  either  be  amended  or  be  prevented  from 
passing.  My  colleagues  have  advanced  an  argu- 
ment which  1  believe  to  be  entirely  without  founda- 
tion, yet,  being  urged  by  gentlemen  from  the  West, 
it  will  have  weight  with  members  of  the  House, 
in  spite  of  any  thing  which  can  be  said  against  it: 
I  mean  the  argument,  that,  if  this  credit  system  is 
permitted  to  go  on,  the  people  of  the  West  will 
lose  their  afiection  for  the  Government,  and  the 
€k>vernment  will  finally  lose  the  money,  and  the 
land  too.  If,  indeed^  there  appeared  to  be  a  spirit 
rising  in  the  West  inimical  to  this  Government,  it 
would  have  been  more  agreeable  to  me  for  it  to 
have  been  announced  by  members  from  other  sec- 
tions of  this  Union  than  from  the  West.  But,  I 
will  ask,  where  is  the  evidence  of  disaffection  to- 
wards the  Government  in  the  Western  country  ? 
When  has  the  Government  called  on  this  people,  j 


either  for  money  or  men.  and  called   in  vain  ?  I 
think  it  would  oe  difficult  for  any^  person  to  poix 
out  the  instance.    I  am  sure  it  was  not  in  thehs: 
war.  We  then  paid  our  taxes  cheerfully,  and, at  the 
beat  of  the  drum,  the  whole  country  i^vrasnady  to 
rally  around  the  standard  of  their  countir.  Sir, 
as  it  was  not  my  intention  to  hare  addreuei  jaa 
on  this  subject,  and  as  the  merits,   or  ratka  A^ 
merits,  of  this  bill,  have  been  so  ably  pointed  ooit 
by  the  honorable  Speaker,  I  will   detain  yoa  bo 
longer ;  but  express  a  hope  that  the  bill  will  be 
either  amended  or  rejected  by  the  House. 

After  the  bill  had  been  reported  by  the  Commis- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  a  variety  of  propositions  woe 
made  to  amend  it,  among  which  wrere  the  foilow- 
ing. 

The  question  was  taken,  by  yeas  and  nayg,  on 
concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in. 
refusing  to  strike  out  the  second,  third,  fbiirriiy  Sfth, 
and  sixth  sections  of  the  bill,  bemg  that  part  of  the 
bill  which  requires  the  wnole  payncnt.  on  the 
purchase  of  a  tract  of  land,  to  be  ^aid  in  es^ ; 
and  the  result  was  as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allsn  of 
Missacbnsetts,  Allen  of  New  York,  Andenon,  Areko- 
of  Msryltnd,   Archer  of  Virginia,   Baker,   B«Uwit« 
Barbour,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Beecfaar,  Bodea,  Bnnt 
Burton,  Butler  of  New  Hanpshire,  Campbell.  Ctiie, 
Clagetty  Clark,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawlbrd,  Csfixctb, 
Cashman,  Cathbert,  Darlington,  Davidson,  DtaaiiaB, 
Dickinson,  Dowse,  Eddy,   Edwaids  of  CoaoecticB^ 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Caraliaa, 
Ervin,  Fay,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Folger,  Foot,  Foncst,  Fil- 
ler, FuUerton,  Garnett,  Gross  of  New  York,  Crau  •( 
Penneylvania,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  DeUware, 
Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hemphill.  Rcnkk, 
Hibahman,  Heister,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Hoctetter, 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Little,  Lioo, 
Livermore,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  MacUy,  McCoj.  Mc- 
Lane  of  Delaware,  Mallary,  Marcband,  Mason.  Meist, 
Mercer,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell,  Mortoo,  Mamj, 
Neale,  Nelson  of  Mattacbusetts,  Newtoo,  Oteautet, 
Parker  of  Masaachatetts,  Parker  of  Vii^oia,  Paftenui, 
Philaon.  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Plnmer,  Raokia,  Reed, 
Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Ringgold;  RokertMB, 
Rogers,  Rosa,  Rasa,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  SetUi.  Skaw, 
Silsbee,  Simkins,  Sloan,  Slocumb,  ttmidiofMarylaad* 
B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Caiolina,aoath- 
ard,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  tovag of  licw 
York,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Tompkiss, 
Tracy,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler.  Van  Renac- 
laer,  Wendover,  Whitman,  Williama  of  Virgiua,  Wd- 
llama  of  North  Carolina  and  Wood — 185b 

Nats — Messra.  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Ball,  Bnmu, 
Bryan,  Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  CAnooa.Goak, 
Crowetl,  Ford,  Hendricks,  Jones  of  TenocsMcMc- 
Creary,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Metcalf,  Nelsoo  of  Vir- 
ginia, Stevens,  Trimble,  and  Tucker  of  Virginia— 19. 

Mr.  HfiNnnicKs  then  moved  to  amend  the  bLl 
by  adding  to  the  fourth  section  the  following  pro- 
viso: 

**  And prarided,  further^  That  the  actual  settWof 
the  aoil  ahall  be  entitled  to  the  privilisge  of  msfaxg 
payment  for  his  land,  if  the  same  aball  not  exoeeJMC 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  in  instalments,  sgrerabiTto 
the  present  credit  system,  aa  to  time  of  peyaieot,  lad 
forfeitare ;  which  aettlement  shall  be  ascertained  ud 
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determio«d  agreeably  to  each  rules  and  regalattona  as 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  prescribe." 

And,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negatiye. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  inserting  after  the  word  oMcCy  where  it 
occurs  for  the  last  time  in  the  second  section,  the 
following  words : 

'*  Unless  he  shall  produce  satisfactory  proof  to  the 
register  of  the  public  lands  that  he  is  an  actual  and 
bona  fide  settler,  with  his  family,  on  the  lands  proposed 
to  be  entered ;  and  shall,  also,  make  oath,  that  he  has 
not  previously  entered  any  otber  lands  belonging  to 
the  United  States  ;  then  the  said  person  shall  be  en- 
titled to  enter  one  quarter  section,  including  his  said 
aettlement,  upon  credit,  atf  heretofore." 

And,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  wns 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Cook  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  second  section,  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  in- 
sert the  following : 

< '  Skc  .  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  credit  shall  not  be 
allowed  for  the  purchase  money  on  the  sale  of  any  of 
the  public  lands  sold  at  public  sale,  but  every  pur- 
chaser of  land,  which  may  be  sold  thereafter  at  public 
sale,  shall,  on  the  day  of  purchase,  make  complete 
payment  therefor;  and  if  any  person,  being  the  highest 
bidder  at  public  sale,  for  a  tract  of  land,  shall  fail  to 
make  payment  therefor  on  the  day  on  which  the  same 
was  purchased,  the  tract  shall  be  again  offered  at 
public  sale,  on  the  next  day  of  sale,  and  such  person 
shall  not  be  capable  of  becoming  the  purchaser  of  that 
or  any  other  tract  of  land  at  such  public  sales.  And 
from  and  after  the  period  aforesaid,  whenever  the  pur- 
chaser of  any  of  the  public  land,  at  private  sale,  shall, 
at  the  time  of  making  such  purchase,  make  complete 
payment  therefor,  the  price  shall  be  one, dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents f>er  acre:  Propided,  however,  That 
this  provision  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent 
the  purchase  upon  credit,  as  heretofore,  at  private 
sale." 

And,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Scott  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
ing therein  two  new  sections,  to  come  in  as  the 
fifth  and  sixth  sections  thereof,  to  wit : 

*  &%€,  b.  Be  it  tmaeted,  4^.,  That  evety  peraon, 
•or  the  legal  representatives  oiwtrj  peraon,  who  baa 
actually  inhabited  and  cahivatad,  and  who  now  r»> 
aides  upon  any  tract  of  land  lying  in  any  district 
•establisbed  for  the  sale  of  public  lands,  which  tract  is 
not  rightfiiUy  claimed  by  any  other  person,  such  per- 
aon, 80  residing  as  aforesaid,  or  his  legal  representa- 
tives, shall  be  entitled  to  a  preference  in  becoming  the 
purchaser  from   the   United  States  of  such  tract  of 
land,  at  private  sale,  upon  the  same  terms  and  condi- 
tions, in  eveiy  respect,  as  have  heretofore  been  pro- 
vided by  law  for  the  sale  of  other  lands  sold  at  private 
sale :  Provided,  That  no  more  than  one  quarter  sec- 
tion of  lands  shall  be  sold  to  any  one  individual  in 
virtue  of  this  act,  and  the  same  section  shall  be  bounded 
by  the  sectional  and  divisional  lines  run,  or  to  be  run, 
according  to  law:  Pravided,  aieo.  That  no  lands  re- 
-terved  fi^m  sale  by  former  acts,  or  lands  whkh  have 


been  directed  to  be  sold  in  town  lots,  shall  be  sold  un- 
der this  act. 

**  Skc.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  person 
claiming  a  preference  in  becoming  the  purchaser  of  a 
tract  of  land  in  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  make  known 
his  claim  by  delivering  a  notice,  in  writing*  to  the 
register  of  the  lend  office  for  the  district  in  which  the 
land  may  be,  wherein  he  shall  particularly  designate 
the  quarter  section  he  claims ;  which  notice  the  register 
shall  file  in  his  office,  on  receiving  twenty-five  cents 
from  the  person  delivering  the  same.  And,  in  every 
esse  where  it  shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
register  and  receivers  of  public  moneys  of  the  land 
office  that  any  person,  who  has  delivered  his  notice  of 
claim,  is  entitled,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  to  a  preference  in  becoming  the  purchaser  of  a 
quarter  section  of  land,  such  person,  so  entitled,  shall 
have  a  right  to  enter  the  said  quarter  section,  or  half 
thereof,  with  the  register  of  the  land  office,  on  pr^ 
ducing  his  receipt  from  the  receiver  of  public  moneys 
for  at  least  onsotwentieth  part  of  the  purchase  money, 
as  in  case  of  other  lands  sold  at  private  sale :  Prih 
vided,  That  all  lands  to  be  sold  under  this  act,  which 
shall  not  have  been  previously  exposed  to  public  ssl% 
shall  be  entered  with  the  register  at  least  two  weeks 
before  the  time  which  msy  be  appointed  for  the  com- 
mencement of  the  public  sale  thereof.  And  every 
person,  having  a  right  of  preference  in  becoming  the 
purchaser  of  a  tract  of  land,  who  shall  fail  to  make 
his  entry  with  the  register  within  the  time  prescribed, 
his  right  shall  be  forfeited,  and  the  land  by  him  claimed 
shall  be  offered  at  public  sale  with  the  other  public 
lands  in  the  district  to  which  it  belongs." 

And,  the  question  being  taken  to  agree  to  amend 
the  bill  by  inserting  these  sections,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Crowell  then  moved  to  add  to  the  bill  the 
following  section : 

'*  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  where  any  per- 
son has  heretofore  purchaaed  more  than  one  quarter 
section  of  land,  or  more  than  one  fractional  quarter 
section,  and  has  not  made  complete  payment  there- 
for, such  person  shall  be  permitted  to  surrender  to  the 
register  of  the  land  office  of  the  district  in  which  such 
purchase  or  purchases  have  been  made,  any  of  tha 
quarter  sections,  or  fractional  quarter  sections,  which 
he  or  she  may  have  purchased ;  and  the  sum  or  sums 
which  such  person  may  have  paid  upon  the  land  ao 
surrendered,  shall  be  carried  to  bis  or  her  credit  upon 
those  quarter  sections,  or  fractional  quarter  sections, 
which  he  or  she  may  choose  to  retain ;  and  the  bnd 
so  surrendaiad  shall  be  considered  as  reverted  to  tha 
United  States,  and  ahall  be  disposed  of,  in  all  respect* 
whatever,  like  other  reverted  or  forfeited  lands." 

And^  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  w«s 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  I^uisiana,  moved  that  the  bill 
be  amended  by  adding  thereto  the  following  see- 
tion: 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  proviaions 
of  thie  act  shall  not  extend  to  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
but  the  public  lands  within  that  State  ahall  be  dis- 
posed of  according  to  the  laws  now  in  force." 

And,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  wag 
determined  in  the  negative. 

And  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow,  without  amendment,  and  the 
House  adjourned. 
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Thursday,  April  20. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  wnieh  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide 
for  the  expense  of  surveying  certain  parts  of  the 
coast  of  North  Carolina,  and  for  other  purposes," 
reported  the  same  without  amendment;  and  it 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Andersou,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  ^as  referred  the  Senate's  bill  i^u- 
thorizing  the  desifi;iiation  of  the  boundary  between 
the  States  of  loaic^na  and  Illinois,  reported  the 
same  without  amendment,  and  then  moved  that 
the  same  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Cook,  with  a  view  to  acting  indefinitely  on 
the  bill,  moved  to  lay  the  same  on  the  table ;  bat 
the  motion  was  neeatived. 

Mr.  HsNDRicKs  tnen  opposed  the  iadefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bUl,  aQd  Mr.  Anm:rson  advo- 
cated it ;  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WooDBRinof:,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  vtrs  referred  the  biU  to  establish 
land  offices  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  reported  the 
same  with  amendments,  embracing  the  estabUsh- 
ment  of  a  land  office  in  Indiana ;  and  the  hill  and 
amendments  were  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Brush,  from  the  Committee  qa  thie  Expfsn,- 
ditjiires  in  the  War  Department,  to  whom  wc^s  re- 
ferred the  subject  of  the  loan  of  gunpowder,  by  the 
officers  of  the  War  Department,  to  StuU  and  Wil- 
li^ins,  made  report  thereon ;  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infonoed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  to  provide  relief  for  sicl 
and  disabled  seamen,"  and  "An  act  granting  to 
the  State  of  Ohio  the  right  of  ppe-emption  to  cer- 
tain qua^rter  sections  of  land  s"  m  which  bills  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  for  regulating  the  manner  of  settling 
the  accounts  of  the  several  deputy  surveyors  in.  the 
Missouri  and  Arkansas  Territpries  passed  thjcougli 
a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  a^d  was  oidered  to 
be  engrossed  fear  a  third  readijaff. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whc3e  took  up  for  con- 
filderation  the  several  bills  conoeminff  land  offices ; 
and.  having  risen  and  made  report  thereon — 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  for  the  establishment 
of  additional  lamd  offices  in  the  Stajte  of  lUiBois, 
was  read ;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  (he  bill  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Amendments  reported  to  the  bill  to  designate 
tke  bottndax ies  of  districts  and esti^blisk land  offices 
Sox  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  not  heretofore 
offmd  for  sale  in  the  States  of  Alabama  and 
Indiana,  were  read,  and  part  concaired  in  and 
part  disagreed  to  by  the  House ;  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  iJ^icd  time  to- 
moErow. 

The  bill  ffom  the  Senate,  "  to  establish  addi- 
tional land  offices  in  the  State  of  Alabama,"  was 


ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  the  proristoiis  of.*: 
having  been  comprised  in  tlie  bill  above  mo- 
tioned to  establish  additional  land  offices  id  £!L- 


nois. 


Mr.  Brush  moved  that  the  House  do  luswpny 
ceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution,  sokcic- 
ted  by  him  on  the  23d  February  last,  to  icq^ 
into  the  expediency  of  ascertaining  tae  nordm 
boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio ;  which  motion  vts 
rejected  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  tliat  the  Honae  do  now  pfo- 
ceed  to  the  consideration  of  ^tut  bill  from  the  oat- 
ate,  entitled  '^An  act  to  incorporate  thehihabitaD£s 
of  the  City  of  Washington,  and  to  repe^i  the  sev- 
eral acts  heretofore  pas^  for  that  purpose  ;^  which. 
motion  was  also  rejected,  by  the  House. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  foUowu^  rrdes,  to 
wit :  ''An  act  to  provide  relief  ibr  nek  and  dtsa- 
bled  seamen,"  and  ''An  act  granting  to  die  Sfmie 
of  Ohio  the  right  of  pre-emption  tocertunqnaiter 
sections  of  land,"  were  severally  read  twioe^  and 
referred — the  first  to  the  Committee  of  'Wa^s  an4 
Means,  and  the  second  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

THE  MILITU. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the  militia  wha 
called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States;  tk 
bill  to  establish  an  uniform  i^ode  of  discipline  ud 
field  eixercE!^  for  the  militia  of  the  United  Stats; 
and  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  provide  for  drift- 
ing the  Army  of  the  United  States  in  domo^ 
manufactures,"  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  were  reported  to  the  House- 

The  first  of  these  bills  being  taken  up — 

Mr.  McncaR  moved  to  amend  it  by  etrikiflg  out 
thAt  part  of  the  first  section  which  provides  that 
the  militia,  who  may  hereafter  be  called  iaio  the 
service  of  the  United  States.  "  shall,  in  addition  tt 
^e  pay  and  emoluments  neret^bie  aDowed  br 
law,  be  entitled  to  and  receive  the  vaJae  of  a  iiw 
suit  of  clothing,  in  all  cases  where  they  ^aU  per- 
form a  six  months'  tour  of  duty,  and  fiziiiis&  thaa- 
selves  with  clothing  sufficient  for  said  mm  of  .ser- 
vice ;  and  in  all  cases  where  they  sUH  be  called 
on  for  a  shorter  period,  or  shall  bedischar^hom 
the  service  before  the  expiration  of  the  time  for 
which  they  had  been  required,  they  shaU  be  enti- 
tled to  receive  such  proportion  of  the  Talue  of  a 
suit  of  clolMng  as  may  be  equal  to  the  time  thef 
may  have  been  in  senriee ;"  and,  in  lieo  ihenoi,  to 
insert  a  provision  that  any  one  who  takes  thefieM 
for  a  tour  of  duty  of  not  less  than  skc  moeik^ 
shall,  in  addition  to  the  pay  and  emohaMBts 
heretofore  allowed  by  law,  be  entitled  \»  voi 
receive  each  a  full  suit  of  uniform,  inehiding  a 
blanket,  dbc. 

This  amendment  was,  together  with  the  biBi 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  ci 
the  Whole  to  the  bill  to  establish  an  m^Jorm  mo^ 
of  discipline  and  field  exercise  for  the  militia  w 
taken  lip;  when, 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strikiig 
out  the  second  section,  which  provides  "  that  sd 
much  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  the  6th  ot 
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May,  1792.  as  approres  and  establishes  the  rules 
and  discipline  of  the  Baron  De  Steuben,  and  re- 
quires them  to  be  observed  by  the  militia  through- 
oat  the  United  States,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereoy, 
repealed." 

This  motion  was  negatived,  imd  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thira  reading. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  changing  the  mode 
of  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  was  then  read  a 
third  time;  and  on  the  question,  "Shall  the  bill 
passl^'  the  vote  was-^For  the  passage  of  the  bill 
133,  against  it  23,  as  follows : 

YiLkM — ^Mcsflis.  Abboty  Adams,  Aleztnd«r,  Allen  of 
MaBsachuMtCs,  AadeisoD,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Baker, 
Baldwin,  Barbour,  Bateasan,  Bayly,  Beecher,  Boden, 
Brash,  Baffam,  Cempbell,  Case,  Cleggett,  Clark, 
Cobb,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Cnlbreth,  Casaman,  Catlt- 
bert,  Darlington,  DavidsoD,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Diekin- 
SOD,  Dowse,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connectieut, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Fay,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fnller,  Fnl- 
lerton,  Garnett,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hall  of 
North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Herrick, 
Hibshman,  Hiester,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Hostetter, 
Kendall,  Kinsey,  Little,  Linn,  Livermore,  Lyman, 
McCoy,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mallary,  Marchand, 
Meson,  Meeeh,  Meigs,  Meroer,  R.  Moore,  6.  Moore, 
Monell,  Morton,  Moeeley,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Massachusetts,  Newton,  Overstnet,  Parker  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Parker  of  Yitginia,  Pattewon,  Phelps,  Phil- 
son,  Pinokney,  Pintail,  Pitcher,  Plomer,  Rankm,  Raed, 
Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond*  Robertson,  Rogani, 
Ross,  RuaSf  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Shaw, 
Silsbee,  Simkias,  Sloan,  Slooumb,  8mi^  of  New  Jer- 
sey, Smith  ot  Maryland,  B..  Smith  of  Yirginia,  Smith 
of  North  Carolina,  Southard,  Storrs,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tomp- 
kins, Tracy,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Yan 
Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Williams  of  Yirginia, 
Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Ball,  Bloom- 
field,  Srown,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana, 
Cannon,  Cook,  Crowell,  Culpeper,  Ford,  Hackley, 
Hendricks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  MeCreary, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  Metealf,  Sfevens,  Trimble, 
Tucker  of  Yirginia,  and  Walker. 

CLOTHING  FOR  THE  ARMY. 

The  Senate's  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  in  domestic  manttfac- 
tares  was  taken  up. 

Unsuccessiful  motions  were  made  to  lay  it  cm 
the  table,  and  postpone  it  to  the  first  day  of  May. 

Among  other  nations  to  amend  the  bill  was  one 
by  Mr.  IIolmbs,  to  strike  out  the  proviso,  that  the 
domestic  goods  can  be  procured  at  the  same  prices 
as  goods  of  the  same  kind  and  quality  of  foreign 
manufacture. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  considerate  debate, 
and  was  at  loigth  decided  by  yeas  and  nays— -85 
to  73,418  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massadiusetis, 
AHen  of  New  York,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Beedber,  Boden, 
Brown,  Brush,  Campbell,  Case,  Clark,  Cook,  Cosh- 
man,  Darliagton,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Eddy, 


Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwaids  of  Pennsylvania* 
Ervin,  Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hall  of  Delaware,  Haaard,  Hemphilj,  Hendridu, 
Herrick,  Hibshman,  Heister,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hostetter, 
Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lyman,  Maday,  McLane 
of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Marchand,  Mtp 
son,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton,  Murray, 
Newton,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Parker  of  Virginia, 
Phelps,  Philaon,  Pitcher,  Rich,  Richmond,  Rogers, 
Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  SUs- 
bee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Southard,  StevenS) 
Storrs,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York* 
Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  TrimUe,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,aad  Wood. 

Nats-— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of 
Virginia,  Ball,  Barbonr,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Bloomfield, 
Bryan,  Bnffum,  Burton,  Bnrwell,  Butler  of  New 
Hampshire,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford, 
Cnlbreth,  Culpeper,  Cutbbert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Ed- 
wards of  North  Carolina,  Fiiher,  Floyd,  Fullerton, 
Garnett,  Hardin,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia, 
Jones  of  Tenn.,  Kent,  Little,  Livermore,  Lowndes, 
McCoy,  MeCreary,  Meech,  Mercer,  Neale,  Nelson  Of 
Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstreet,  Pinck- 
ney,  Pindall,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Richards, 
Ringgold,  Settle,  Simkins,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Gara- 
Itna,  Swearingen,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tudker 
of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker,  Warfield,  WMt- 
man,  WUltams  of  Viiginia,  WUhams  of  North  Oar- 
oltaa. 

Mr.  Floto  then,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  what 
premium  was  to  be  paid  for  goods  of  domestic 
manufacture,  beyond  the  price  at  which  articles 
of  the  same  quality  of  foreign  fabric  could  be 
purchased,  moved  to  insert  in  the  bill  a  proviso, 
that  no  contract  should  be  made  for  goods,  nor 
any  goods  purchased  for  the  clothing  of  the  Army, 
at  a  price  more  than  ten  per  cent,  above  that  at 
which  articles  of  the  same  quality  imported  from 
a  foreign  country  could  be  purchased. 

Mr.  Kinsey  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
ing "  five"  per  cent,  instead  of  "  ten"  per  cent. 

Afr.  Floyu  accepted  the  amendment  as  a  modi- 
fication of  his  own  motion. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Floyd's  motion  was  then 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  afllrm- 
ative— 82  to  78,  as  follows : 

Yaxs — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of 
Tennessee,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of 
Virginia,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Bryan,  Burton, 
Burwell,  Batler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Lou- 
isiana, Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Cul- 
peper, Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Dennison,  Earle,  Ed- 
wards of  North  Carolina,  Ervin,  Fisher,  Ployd,  Foot, 
Fullerton,  Osmett,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hardin,  John- 
son, Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tenneesee,  KendaO, 
Kent,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Little,  Linn,  Lowndea,  Mc- 
Coy, MeCreary,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Maltay, 
Meech,  Meieer,  Monell,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massacba* 
setts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstreet,  FailKr  of  Mas- 
sachosetts,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinekney,  PindaU^ 
Plumer,  Rankin,  Beed,  Richards,  Ringgold,  Settle^ 
Shaw,  Simkins,  Sloeumb,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Swearingen^ 
Tarr,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
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Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker,   Warfleld,  Whitman,  Wil- 
liams of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of 
New  York,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Bo- 
den,  Brown,  Brush,  BufTum,  Campbell,  Case,  Clark, 
Cnlbreth,  Darlington,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Eddy,  Ed- 
wards of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Fay, 
Folger,  Forrest,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Penn- 
^hania.  Hall  of  New  York,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hen- 
dricks, Herrick,  Hibshman,  Heister,  Hill,  Holmes, 
Hoetetter,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
Marchand,  Mason,  Meigs,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Mor- 
ton, Murray,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson,  Pitcher, 
Rhea,  Rich,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  South- 
ard, Stevens,  Storrs,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of 
New  York,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Trimble, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  and  Wood. 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grOi$.sedj  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  that  the 
House  do  now  proceed  to  consider  the  resolution 
from  the  Senate,  "  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
'  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  it  respects  the 
*  choice  of  Electors  of  the  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
^  ident  of  the  United  States,  and  the  election  of 
'  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
« States." 

Mr.  Smith  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  resolution  before  us  is  one 
of  more  than  ordinary  importance.  It  proposes 
nothing  less  than  to  amend  that  instrument  which, 
to  every  American,  must  be  considered  the  palla- 
dium of  his  liberty — the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States — and  a  part  of  it,  too,  which  the  citizen 
of  a  Republic  should  esteem  far  the  most  valuable 
and  important — I  mean  that  part  which  regulates 
the  elective  franchise. 

Sir,  lam  aware  of  the  ground  on  which  I  stand. 
I  am  aware  of  the  magnitude  of  the  subject  before 
me.  That  the  people  of  these  States  have  for  this 
instrument  the  most  devoted  attachment  and  pro- 
found reverence,  must  be  obvious  to  the  most  su- 
perficial observer.  They  view  it  as  the  most  noble 
work  of  their  ancestors,  and  every  attemj)t  that 
may  be  made  to  alter  or  amend  it,  will  excite  dis- 
trust and  jealousy. 

But,  sir,  every  day's  experience  teaches  us  the 
frailty  and  imperfection  ot  all  human  productions. 
When  we  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the  works 
of  man,  we  cannot  deny  the  vast  improvements 
that  have  been  made  in  science,  in  the  mechanics, 
and  in  every  department  of  human  industry.  We 
look  back  with  astonishment  at  the  vague  and  vis- 
ionary theories  that  were,  in  their  day,  considered 
the  most  happy  efforts  of  human  genius.  Although 
I  believe  that  this  Constitution  surpasses  all  other 
constitutions,  as  far  as  the  sun  does  in  splendor  the 
smallest  star  in  the  heavens,  yet  I  am  compelled 
to  believe  that  it  is  capable  of  amendment.  I  am 
not  one  of  those  that  believe  that  our  fathers  had 
more  virtue  and  talents  than  the  present  venera- 
tion. I  admire  the  political  sa^city  of  the  wise 
men  who  framed  the  Cons^titution  of  the  United 
States ;  and  if  there  is  any  thing  about  it  that  ex- 


cites surprise,  it  is,  that  the  work  should  hare  l*rL 
at  that  day  made  as  perfect  as  it  is.     When  w« 
view  that  thing  called  a  great    man   ac  a  da> 
tance  he  appears  to  us  as  a  giant^  but  as  ycfi  ap- 
proach him.  you  find  him  dwindle  doivn  ^^ pig- 
my ;  like  the  distant  horizon,  he  appears  livre 
us,  although  we  may  occupy  a  point  much  mn 
elevated  than  the  one  to  which  our  eyes  Ttrt  ^ 
rected. 

In  reconciling  the  various  and  conflictiDg  iour- 
ests  of  thirteen  States,  dissimilar  in  Himaie,  pgjia- 
lation,  and  extent  of  territory,  the  conveDtioBaiists 
had  a  difficult  task  to  perform ;  and,  being  theis- 
selves  conscious  that  the  instrument  wouJd  requir* 
amendment,  they  provided  a  way  bf  which  h 
might  be  amended  in  part,  without  sobmilriiig-  the 
whole  to  the  discretion  of  a  conveDrron. 

if  the  proposition  before  you  proposed  the  adop- 
tion  of  a  new  principle,  I  should  be  ready  to  sbriak 
from  so  pernicious  and  dangerous  an  undertakiDg. 
But  such  is  not  the  fact,  ft  only  goes  to  icgulate 
established  principles,  and  to  place  them  upon  a 
ground  mure  congenial  with  the  true  spirit  and  ge- 
nius of  a  republican  government. 

Nearly  all  the  States  in  the  Union  have  exer- 
cised the  privilege  of  the  elective  franchise,  at  sum* 
one  period,  in  the  way  now  pointed  out  in  the  rrs- 
olution  on  your  table. 

This  amendment  proposes  that  each  State  sbll 
be  laid  out  into  as  many  districts  as  such  a  Sute 
shall  be  entitled,  under  the  Constitution  and  lavs 
of  the  United  States,  to  elect  Representatires  to 
Congress,  and  that  each  district  sliall,  as  nearlj  is 
can,  ne  composed  of  contiguous  territory,  sod  tk 
same  district  shall  elect  one  Elector  toTote^r 
President  of  the  United  States  and  for  Vice  Pres- 
ident. The  other  two  Electors  to  which  esdi  State 
shall  be  entitled,  shall  be  elected  by  the  States, 
in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  thettof  shall 
direct. 

I  am  aware  that  we  shall  be  told  that  this  Con- 
stitution does  not  require  any  amendmeDt;  that  it 
is  i^ood  enough,  and  that  under  it  the  peofie  hare 
enjoyed,  to  the  fullest  extent,  their  hbaty  j  that 
it  has  guided  us  through  peace  and  wu  for  thirty- 
two  years  past ;  and  that,  under  it,  the  nation  has 
grown  ffreat  and  powerful.    This  is  tme,  and  the 
reason  for  it  may  be  sought  and  found  in  the  peo- 
ple themselves.     Such  a  brave^  high-minded,  aod 
virtuous  people,  unhackneyed  m  the  intrignes  ni 
vices  of  foreign  countries  and  foreign  eoorts,  could 
have  gotten  on  almost  without  the  form  of  a  writ- 
ten constitution. 

And  it  is  true  that,  at  this  day,  when  all  iscahn 
and  tranquil  as  the  morning,  when  there  aie  no 
parties  in  hostile  array  against  each  other ;  thsi 
the  reasonings  that  would  in  other  days,  and  it 
other  times  of  party  rage  and  violence,  have  faa^ 
ffreat  influence  and  effect  on  the  minds  of  mes. 
have  now  but  little  or  no  effect.  And  it  will  be 
contended,  no  doubt,  by  those  that  are  oppocwd  & 
any  anaendment,  that  if  there  is  ever  a  necessity  oi 
amending  this  instrument,  the  day  is  very  remote. 

Sir,  we  all  view  danger  at  a  great  distance  ftom 
us  with  perfect  indifference;  but  the  most  baidy 
amongst  us  begin  to  feel  its  effects  as  it  appfoacto 
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near  to  us.  Nothing  can  constitute  a  more  im- 
portant quality  in  a  statesman  than  that  be  should 
have  political  sagacity  to  see  danger  threatening 
bis  country  at  a  distance,  and  skill  to  provide  be- 
fore its  approach  the  means  of  a  verting  it.  If,  then, 
there  is  any  defect  to  be  found  in  this  instrument, 
why  sbould  we  not  apply  the  remedy  at  this  time  ? 
Do  gentlemen  expect  that  a  more  favorable  mo- 
ment ever  can  present  itself? 

As  before  binted,  there  was  a  time  when  many 
of  the  States  in  this  Union  acted  on  tbe  plan  now 
proposed  from  their  own  sense  of  propriety.  But 
as  soon  as  parties  of  different  political  characters 
began  to  spring  up,  and  when  the  two  great  con- 
tending parties  that  have  for  some  years  past  agi- 
tated tbe  minds  of  the  people  so  mucb,  had  formed 
tbemselves  under  tbeir  respective  leaders,  and  had 
put  themselves  in  bostile  array  against  each  otber; 
and  when  the  contest  for  power  and  ascendency 
was  yet  doubtful,  each  party,  anxious  to  augment 
its  scope  of  influence,  lost  no  opportunity  to  make 
every  thing  yield  that  could  be  made  to  yield,  to 
tbeir  ambitious  views.  When  it  was  ascertained 
that  one  party  had  a  few  hundred  votes  of  a  ma- 
jority in  a  State,  that  party  would  resort  to  that 
mode  of  dectinf^  Electors  that  would  promise  most 
effectually  to  stifle  the  voice  of  tbe  minority,  and 
at  tbe  same  time  give  the  greatest  majority  in  fa- 
vor of  the  dominant  party.  No  other  considera- 
tions than  these  seemed  to  have  had  any  influence 
on  the  minds  of  tbe  respective  leaders  throuffbout 
that  arduous  struggle.  But  now,  when  things 
have  resumied  tbeir  usual  channel,  and  when  the 
minds  of  men  are  left  free,  and  can  be  acted  upon 
by  reason  and  a  sense  of  justice  and  propriety,  why 
should  we  not  consider  coolly  and  dispassionately 
whether  this  amendment  might  not  with  safety  be 
made? 

In  changing  from  one  system  to  another,  for  the 
purposes  just  enumerated,  great  beat  and  confusion 
was  often  generated.  The  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  one  of  those  great  strun^les,  came  very  near 
losing  her  entire  vote;  the  Legislature  was  nearly 
equally  divided,  and  the  contest  doubtful :  in  that 
case  each  party  had  to  make  tbe  best  barffain  that 
they  could.  Now,  in  a  struggle  of  this  lind^  the 
voice  of  the  people  was  not  heard,  nor  their  wishes 
consulted.  The  leaders  of  each  party  were  doing, 
in  fair  bargain  and  sale,  the  best  they  could  for 
their  own  interest,  together  with  that  of  their 
friends ;  and  we  must  calculate  upon  more  than 
the  ordinary  scope  of  human  imperfection  will 
justify,  if  we  may  not  suppose  tlmt  the  state  of 
things  will  again  occWj  and  continue  to  recur,  so 
long  as  it  shful  be  left  in  the  power  of  the  State 
Legislatures  to  change  from  one  mode  to  another, 
as  their  interest  may  dictate  at  the  moment. 

Massachusetts,  at  one  time,  for  the  purpose  of 
effecting  her  purpose  in  the  Presidential  election, 
divided  herself  into  districts  to  suit  the  sectional 
residence  of  the  dominant  party:  districts  were 
made  of  territory  not  contiguous;  towns  were  added 
that  were  in  parts  of  other  districts.  I  remember, 
the  shape  of  those  districts  were  so  singular  that 
they  gave  to  them  the  name  of  Gerrymanders,  and 
caUed  the  new  mode  of  districting  Grerrymandering. 


The  State  of  New  Jersey  elected  by  j^eneral 
ticket ;  but,  just  before  a  Presidential  election,  the 
Legislature  of  the  Slate  met,  and  finding  that  if 
the  electors  were  chosen  by  general  ticket  the  vote 
would  not  be  such  as  would  please  them,  they  re- 
pealed the  law,  and  at  once  proceeded  to  take  the 
power  into  their  own  bands,  and  chose  such  from 
amonff  themselves  as  promised  to  serve  their  views. 
Can  there  be  stronger  evidence  than  this  of  the 
defect  of  such  a  system  ?  In  this  case  the  people 
of  New  Jersey  had  no  more  to  do  in  that  election, 
and  their  voice  was  as  little  beard,  as  was  that  of 
the  citizens  of  Canada.  At  the  time  of  voting  for 
Representatives  the  voter  never  dreamed  of  such 
a  result ;  he  supposed  that,  at  tbe  proper  time,  he 
would  again  give  bis  vote  for  electors. 

Sir,  these  are  so  many  avenues  left  open  to  in* 
trigue,  fraud,  and  corruption,  and  if  they  are  not 
made  the  common  passways  of  the  day,  it  is  be- 
cause the  inducements  to  travel  them  are  at  this 
time  not  sufficiently  strong. 

The  chief  Executive  office  of  this  great  and 
growing  Republic  is  a  very  important  one.  An 
office  of  great  trust  and  of  great  patronage ;  and 
so  guarded  should  the  road  to  that  office  be,  that 
none  should  pass  thereto  without  being  able  to 
show  a  passport  from  the  people  themselves — from 
a  majority  ot  all  the  people.  But,  sir,  under  the 
present  sjstem,  it  is  possible,  by  a  spHCcies  of  league, 
of  bargam  and  sale,  to  place  a  person  in  this  hi^ h 
office,  who  shall  only  have  the  votes  of  three-tenths 
of  the  people,  contrary  to  the  wishes  and  tbe  inter- 
ests of  seven-tenths  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States. 

I  will,  to  make  myself  understood,  illustrate  this 
in  this  way :  Suppose  that  the  parties  that  we  have 
had  in  this  country  still  existea,  and  were  known 
by  tbe  same  names  of  Federalists  and  Republicans, 
and  that  tbe  parties  in  each  of  the  States  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Virfinia, 
and  North  Carolina,  should  be  equal,  or  nearly  so, 
to  the  Federalists,  havinff  a  very  small  majority 
in  each  State :  now,  by  the  general  ticket  plan,  or 
by  the  plan  of  electing  electors  by  the  Legislature^ 
each  or  these  States  can  give  tbe  whole  numba 
to  which  they  are  entitl^  for  tbe  Federal  can- 
didate. 

The  number  of  Senators  in  the  twenty-two 
States  is  44;  the  number  of  Representatives  is 
186 — making,  in  all,  230;  which  would  be  the 
whole  number  of  votes  given  for  a  President :  a 
maiority  of  230  is  116,  which  happens  to  be  ex- 
actly the  number  of  votes  to  which  the  five  States 
above  mentioned  are  entitled.  Now,  suppose  that 
every  man  in  tbe  seventeen  States  not  mentioned, 
should  be  republican,  and  nearly  one  half  of  the 
five  States  enumerated  republican  also,  does  it  not 
appear  clearly  that  seven-tenths  are  defeated  by 
three-tenths  of  the  people  ? 

Again,  the  census  of  1810  gave  the  population 
of  the  United  States  at  7,500,000.  The  five  large 
States  haveone  half  of  that  number,  say  3,750,000; 
now,  as  the  federal  majoritv  was  a  bare  maiority 
in  these  States,  there  will  be  only  in  these  States 
1,870,000  Federalists  who  will  have  elected  the 
President,  to  the  exclusion  of  a  candidate  having 
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the  nutted  voice  of  seventeen  States,  and  almost 
a  majority  of  the  other  five,  and  against  the  voice 
of  6,630,000  of  the  people. 

This  is  actual  demonstration ;  there  is  no  de- 
ception in  it.  Is  it,  then,  a  good  system  that  can 
admit  of  such  abuses  as  might  thus  be  practised  ? 
That  the  maiority  shall  rule  is  the  vital  principle 
of  all  Republics.  Bnt,  sir,  that  principle  does  not 
seem  to  he  secured  by  the  present  mode.  Bat  gen- 
tlemen will  say  that  this  is  an  extreme  case,  not 
likely  to  occur.  I  admit  that  it  is  an  extreme  ease, 
and,  though  it  might  not  occur  exactly  in  the  form 
here  pointed  out,  yet  it  may  occur,  with  some 
modification,  and  the  effect  would  be  about  the 
same. 

May  not  the  day  come  when  such  attempts  may 
be  made  ?  Sir,  we  have  seen,  during  the  short 
existence  of  this  Republic,  attempts  made  to  sab- 
vert  the  very  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  Constitii- 
tion,  and  in  r^ard  to  the  election  of  Chief  Magis- 
trate too.  I  aUude  to  the  first  election  of  Mr.  Jef- 
fiarson.  Aaron  Burr  was  run  at  the  same  time  for 
Vice  President,  and  the  number  of  votes  was  equal. 
The  Constitotion  was  not  sufilciently  definite  on 
that  subject ;  no  distinction  was  required  in  the 
votes,  and  the  friends  of  Burr  contendcMl  that  his 
claim  was  equal  to  that  of  Mr.  Jefferson  to  the 
Presidency;  and  the  House  of  Representatives 
had  to  proceed  to  ballot,  according  to  the  mode 
pointed  out  in  the  Constitution,  for  a  President, 
and  it  was  not  until  thirty-six  sejMirate  and  distinct 
ballotings  had  taken  place  that  a  choice  was 
made.  Now,  sir,  in  that  case  it  was  notorious 
that  not  one  man  had  voted  for  Burr  with  the 
view  of  making  him  President.  But  if  that  de- 
fect had  been  pointed  out  jMrevious  to  that  time, 
the  advocates  ror  the  Constitution,  without  any 
amendment,  would  have  cried  out  that  it  was  an 
extreme  case,  and  not  likely  to  occur. 

The  people  learn  from  experience.  No  sooner 
did  this  occurrence  take  place  than  the  people  did 
resolve  to  amend  the  Constitution,  so  as  to  guard 
in  future  against  such  occurrences  and  such  abuses. 
One  of  the  strong  arguments  used  ap^ainst  the 
proposed  amendment  is,  that  it  is  interfering  with 
State  rights.  The  large  States  may  be  deprived 
of  some  of  their  power  and  influence  in  the  Qen- 
eral  Government,  and  States  are  like  individuals ; 
they  dislike  to  part  with  any  portion  of  their 
power.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  should 
have  been  such  a  want  of  equality  in  the  size  and 
population  of  the  States.  It  they  had  been  about 
the  same  size  vre  would  have  but  little  State  jeal- 
ousy compared  with  what  we  have  at  this  day, 
and  the  onlv  method  that  I  can  discover  to  remeay 
this  evil  is  by  adopting  the  amendment  prOTosed. 
At  this  day  it  is  the  interest  of  the  large  states, 
tfiey  contend,  to  retain  all  this  influence.  It  is 
true  that  the  large  States  may,  by  a  kind  of  bar- 
gaining, obtain  some  more  than  a  due  proportion 
of  the  ofiices  of  the  General  Government ;  but  this 
is  but  little  calculated  to  make  the  condition  of 
the  great  mass  of  the  people  happy.  It  may  suit 
^  views  of  a  few  aspiring  men. 

Bat  it  is  at  all  times  difficult  to  persuade  men 
that  they  Have  in  their  hands  more  than  a  due 


proportion  of  power  and  influence  ;  or,  if  you  cl 
make  them  sensible  that  diey  do  pos«ci«  more  thi 
a  due  proportion  of  weiirht  in  the  aifiuis  ol'rh 
State  or  Union,  yet  it  will  be  hj  far  more  difficad 
to  get  them  to  abandon  it.    Of^  this  'w«  htiv  cas- 
stant  examples ;  and  here  permit  me  to  notatoee 
or  two.    In  North  Carolina,  that  tiii^  of  emaj 
immediately  on  the  seaboard  and  for  aomedeOHe 
back,  was,  in  the  first  settlanent  of  the  coiain, 
laid  out  into  small  counties;  and  the  tract  of  oob- 
try  back,  toward  the  moontains,  was  laid  oat  iib 
counties  of  a  much  larger  extent  of  tenitoiT. 
The  Constitution  of  the  State  gives  to  each  eoion 
one  Senator  and  two  Representati  vea.    The  dbet 
of  this  is  to  give  a  preponderance  in  the  Legidt- 
ture  to  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Stale.    Ahhaai^ 
the  number  of  the  population  in  the  wesfem  coun- 
ties is  almost  double,  this  cannot  he  aifarerf  with- 
out a  convention,  and  a  oonveatioa  cannot  he 
called  without  the  consent  of  the  Legiiiatvre. 
Now,  sir,  attempts  have  been  made  la  call  a  con- 
vention, from  time  to  tioML  but  in  vain.   The  peo- 
ple cry  out  for  county  rignts.  and,  al^oagh  every 
man  of  candor  must  admit  that  thev  are  eajoyinr 
more  than  an  equal  proporti<m  of  toe  power  wtd 
influence  of  the  State,  yet,  so  tfweet  is  power,  tka 
they  hold  on  with  the  mm  gra^  of  daatk    I  hh 
lieve  that  Virginia  is  in  the  same  sitnatioBi  vd 
equally  without  a  remedy. 

Mr.  Chairmaa,  nothing  can  be  more  trw  tkis 
that  all  the  citizens  of  a  State  should  eajoy  «9Bii 
privileges,  and  that  mutual  concession  and  ^ 
will  should  exist  in  all  its  parts ;  bnt  tkis  oem 
can  be  the  case  if  one  portion,  hy  a  ftreei  est- 
strnction  of  the  written  compact  under  vhidh  ii«y 
live,  are  always  endeavoring  lo  exercise  powis 
that,  in  justice,  are  not  their  own,  and  vm  be- 
long to  another  portion  in  part. 

Sir,  the  proposed  amendment  will  not  aftct  th« 
rights  of  the  States;  the  federative  pdaeiple  » 
preserved.    There  was  not  any  part  of  tk  G<mr 
stitution,  in  its  fonaation,  that  was  u^^ikakio 
fix  upon  as  the  part  relative  to  the  deeciBB  of  a 
Chief  Executive  Magistrate.    At  one  ome  it  was 
proposed  to  elect  the  President  diiaedy  hj  the 
people,  on  the  popular  principle;  that  was  obfceled 
to  (if  i  am  correctly  informed)  on  the  giooad  tbat 
the  federative  principle  should  likewise  be  fte- 
served  ;  that  the  Chief  Magisttate  woald  pnsidi 
over  the  States,  in  their  fedml  cbaxacter,  as  wei 
as  over  the  people ;  and  that  to  eieet  by  die  pcopk 
directlyr  would  destroy  that   importont  Mw«- 
which  it  was  thou^t  to  be  important  to  pnarre* 
It  was  proposed,  in  the  next  idace,  that  the  Presi- 
dent should  be  elected  l^  the  joiat  vote  sC  bo(^ 
Houses  of  Conffress ;  and  this  propoaitioi  «>* 
adopted  under  the  belief  that,  in  tlutt  fioim,  tk 
federative  and  popular  nrinciple  would  be  pR- 
served ;  and  it  remained  nxed  and  deteRnined  oiHt 
near  the  rise  of  the  Convention,  when  doubts  h^ 
ean  to  arise  whether  the  Congress  was  the  puft* 
body  to  elect  the  Chief  Magistiate.    Tliose  ikit 
doubted  the  pdiey  of  confiding  to  that  body  i^* 
imp(»taiit  trust,  contended  diat,  from  the  aeqatfst- 
ance  and  intimacy  that  would  exist  between  ^ 
President  and  the  members  of  Congress,  tJuK 
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xaight  be  biassed  in  th&i  judgmeott  towards  the 
infiumbent  of  the  Kxecutive  cb^ir.  But  no  objec* 
tion  was  made  to  the  principle  on  which  such  a 
choice  could  be  founded.  It  was  determined,  then, 
to  give  to  each  State  in  the  Union  a  ri^ht  to  choose 
as  many  persons  as  such  State  should  have  Rep- 
reseatatives  and  Senators  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  who,  when  thus  chosen,  should^  by 
ballol,  in  their  respective  States,  choose  a  CKiH 
Magistrate. 

Tnis  mode  combined  the  popular  and  the  feder- 
ative principle,  and  guarded  against  the  objections 
of  bias  that  were  brought  agamst  the  Legislature, 
as  the  Electors  thus  chosen  would  be  stranms  to 
the  Chief  Magistrate^  and  would  be  most  liEely  to 
make  a  correct  and  impartial  choice.  The  Con- 
vention, after  due  deliberation,  adopted  this  form, 
and  it  became  a  part  of  the  Constitution. 

The  mode  h&ng  fixed,  the  next  thing  was  to 
provide,  in  the  event  of  two  or  more  eaadidates 
having  an  ec^ual  number  of  votes,  who  or  what 
body  should  decide  the  contest.  It  was  first  pro- 
posed that  the  Senate  should,  by  baUot,  decide; 
but  this  was  objected  to,  because  this  would  be 
making  the  President  on  the  federal  principle  caa- 
tirely.  It  was  then  proposed  that  the  Hooae  of 
Representatives  should  decide;  this  was  objeeted 
to^  on  t^  ground  that  it  WQi»ld  be  making  the 
choice  sqkl^y  on  the  popular  prineiple ;  but  to  avoid 
this  o£(jectiQny  it  was  moved  that  ine  Houye  should 
ballot  by  Stales,  each  State  having  one  vote, 
which  would  cointoe  both  prineiples;  aad  in  this 
form  it  ^vas  agreed  to. 

I  hav^e  used  this  to  prove  that  the  Convention, 
throughout,  were  determined  to  gnard  against  the 
eneroac^menta  of  the  States  on  cme  haad,  and  of 
the  people  on  the  other ;  and  that  the  ameadment 
proposed  is  no  violation  of  first  priAeiplea. 

Sir,  adq[>t  the  proposed  amendment,  and  yon 
will  give  the  people  a  fair  opportunity  of  being 
heard  ia  the  choice  of  that  im|)ortant  omcei — the 
Chjuef  Magistrate  of  the  Union.  The  majority  and 
the  minority  in  the  respective  States  wul  have  a 
fair  opportunity  of  being  heard.  If  there  are  po- 
litical parties,  they  can  be  fairly  heard ;  if  the  eon- 
test  is  about  men,  and  if  there  are  no  f^slitical  par- 
ties, a  fair  expression  of  the  public  mind  can  be 
had.  It  will  guard  and  protect  the  peoi^le  against 
intriguing  aad  designing  men.  They  will  not  be 
able  to  cany  their  mfiuence  intoeverv  county  and 
neigiMKtfhood  in  a  Lai^e  State;  but  they  can  into 
those  assemblies  called  caucuses,  which  are  gotten 
up  about  the  seats  of  the  State  Legislatures,  during 
their  sessions.  If  you  will  adopt  the  jproposed 
amendment,  and  the  States  should  ratifv  it,  which 
I  am  confident  they  will,  the  people  will  not  want 
from  the  Slate  Luegislatures  a  caucus  to  say  who 
shall  be  electors.  They  will  be  able,  in  their  re* 
spective  districts,  to  choose  a  man  with  whioca 
they  are  acquainted,  on  whose  inteUigenee  and 
virtue  they  can  rely^  for  the  choice  of  a  Chief 
Magiatate.  You  wiU  faring  the  deetaon  near  to 
the  people,  and,  cojMequently,  you  wUl  make  them 
place  more  value  on  the  elective  ftanehise,  which 
i&  aU*imporlaflit  ia  a  republican  fonn  of  Uovero- 
mci^t. 


As  to  the  modes  of  election  now  pmctised,  the^ 
are  equally  exceptionable.  If  the  Legislature  elect 
the  electors,  you  are  heaping  on  them  duties  foreign 
to  their  duDes  as  State  legislators;  and  by  this 
mode  you  make  your  system  more  complex.  When 
the  citis^  is  about  to  vote  for  a  fit  person  to  rep- 
resent him  in  the  State  luegislature,  he  must  recol- 
lect also  that  the  same  person  is  authorized  to  vote 
for  electms,  who,  when  thus  chosen,  has  a  right 
to  vote  for  a  Chief  Magistrate.  Tne  memboe, 
when  they  convene  at  their  Legislatures,  will  then 
have  their  caucus ;  and  a  fair  (^q[K>rtttnity  is  ofieted 
for  intr^ue:  they  will  make  the  electors  from 
their  own  body,  calculated  to  serve  their  own 
views.  If  the  election  is  by  general  ticket,  the 
Legislature  indirectly  elect  the  electors.  They 
form  a  caucus,  and  make  out  a  ticket  to  suit  the 
doBftinaat  party  m  that  State,  with  as  many  namea 
on  it  as  tike  State  is  entitled  to  choose  electors ; 
and  this  is  sent  out  to  the  people.  Now,  sir,  this, 
in  fact,  is  electing  the  Actors ;  lor  the  subsequent 
voting  by  the  people,  whatever  may  be  said  cf  it, 
is  a  mere,  form,  the  *' shadow  of  a  shade."  For, 
air,  if  the  ticket  displeases  a  great  portion  of  the 
State,  vet  they  cannot  well  alter  it.  Who  can 
resist  tnis  tremendous  caucus  recommendation'? 
If  there  are  political  parties  in  the  State,  the  voice 
of  the  n»inority  is  entirely  stifled  by  this  system. 
And  is  this  the  system  that  will  secure  Stale 
rights ;  that  system  t?ith  which  gentlemen  are  so 
delated? 

Sir,  let  the  people  have  the  election  brought 
near  to  them,  unmixed  with  other  elections,  that 
they  mav  know  what  they  are  doing  when  tiiey 
give  in  their  votes.  Do  not  be  fearfiu  of  trusting 
them  with  what  bdiongs  to  themselves.  They  are 
honest,  and  it  only  remains  for  tb«m  to  know 
what  is  right,  and  thev  will  do  what  is  ri^ht. 

But,  sir,  some  say  tnat  this  is  an  election  that 
the  people  do  not  attend— one  that  they  care  but 
little  about;  that  they  care  but  little  whether  you 
elect  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States  in 
one  or  the  other  m^es  mentioned.  If  this  be  true, 
it  is  only  where  you  have  made  the  system  ao  com- 
plicated that  the  people  do  not  comprehend  it,  that 
they  are  indifferent  about  it. 

I  recollect  that  when  the  Legislature  of  die 
State  from  which  I  come,  at  a  period  not  very  re- 
mote, thought  prqwr  to  take  from  the  people  the 
right  of  choosmg  their  electors  in  the  accustomed 
way,  by  districts,  and  took  the  election  into  their 
own  hands,  that  it  produced  a  state  of  excitement 
never  equalled  in  that  State. 

The  people  viewed  it  as  a  flagrant  en<aroach- 
mont  on  thdr  rights.  This  took  puce  when  part^ 
spirit  run  high,  and  at  a  time  when  the  Repubbr 
can  party  were  threatened  with  an  overthrow,  and 
the  advocates  contended  that  it  was  a  matter  of 
expediency ;  that  in  that  way  alone  the  Repidili* 
can  party  could  give  their  fuU  weight  in  the  then 
aj^roaching  Presidential  election)  and  that  the 
measure  was  republican.  But,  sir,  this  would  not  ap* 
pease  the  wratn  of  a  peofde  that  considered  themi- 
selves  deprived  of  an  important  right  If  this  be  voiw 
lepublieanisBi,  said-thev,  avray  with  it.  You  nave 
deprived  us  of  the  rignt  of  exercising  one  of  our 
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most  important  political  rights,  and  a  pririlege 
that  we  deem  sacred  ;  no  apology  will  or  can  be 
received.  And,  sir,  they  displaced  most  of  the 
supporters  of  this  measure  with  a  high  hand. 

Sir,  it  is  well  to  cherish  thi'  high-minded  spirit 
in  the  people,  and  to  impress  on  their  minds  the 
value  and  importance  of  these  high  privileges. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  this  amendment  shall  prevail, 
and  be  ratified  by  the  States,  your  President  will 
be  the  choice  of  a  majority  of  the  whole  people  of 
the  United  States.  He  will  be  chosen  for  his 
Tirtue  and  intelligence,  and  not  because  he  may 
be  most  likely  to  bestow  his  favors  on  a  few  con- 
spicuous persons  in  a  lew  of  the  large  States.  He 
will  sit  easy  in  his  place,  conscious  that  the  people 
are  on  his  side.  He  will  remember  that  he  de- 
rived his  support  from  every  portion  of  the  Union, 
and  will  have  an  eye  to  the  interest  of  the  whole 
Union.  The  large  States  will  be  deprived  of  the 
power  of  combining  and  bargaining  for  the  high 
offices  of  the  General  Government.  Sectional 
feelings  will,  in  some  decree,  be  broken  down,  and 
union  and  harmony  will  be  effectually  preserved. 

Sir,  if  ever  there  be  a  time  when  a  subject  of 
this  kind  can  be  acted  on  with  propriety,  it  is  now. 
The  question  can  be  put  to  the  States  when  all  is 
tranquil ;  when  there  is  no  party  feeling  to  distort 
and  sway  the  minds  of  men.  It  is  a  time  when 
the  subject  can  receive  a  candid  and  dispassionate 
examination,  and  a  time  when  men  of  all  parties 
can  mingle  in  the  discussion  without  jealousy  or 
suspicion. 

The  States  will  not  be  surprised  at  the  passage 
of  the  resolution  on  your  table.  The  subject  is 
not  new  to  them :  the  States  of  North  Carolina, 
New  Jersey,  New  York,  Massachusetts,  Vermont, 
Virginia,  and  Pennsylvania,  and  some  others  that 
I  do  not  recollect,  have  all  given  their  consent, 
by  their  respective  legislatures,  to  the  proposed 
amendment. 

And  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  have  passed 
this  resolution  the  second  time.  Should  all  this 
have  no  weight  with  us?  It  is  only  for  us  to  put 
the  question  to  the  States,  and,  if  they  reject  it, 
then  it  is  at  an  end. 

And  let  it  be  remembered  that  we  do  not  possess 
all  the  power  on  the  subject  of  amending  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  That  mstrument 
provides  another  method,  or  way,  by  which  it  may 
oe  amended.  Two-thirds  of  the  States  have  the 
power  to  demand  of  us  a  convention  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  we  have  no  power  to  refuse  such  a  de- 
mand. 

Now,  sir,  is  it  not  better  for  us  to  propose  to 
amend  the  Constitution  in  a  single  point  than  to 
be  forced,  by  the  Stales,  to  call  a  convention, 
which,  wnen  convened,  will  have  the  power  to 
make  the  whole  instrument  pass  in  review  ?  Sir, 
I  think  there  are  but  few  amongst  us,  that  are 
willing  to  submit  that  instrument  to  the  hands  of 
any  set  of  men  at  this  day.  I  mean  the  whole  in- 
strument. 

Sir,  I  am  done.  I  thank  the  Committee  for 
their  attention  whilst  I  have  endeavored  to  sub- 
mit the  few  reasons  which  induce  me  to  give  the 
Totc  which  I  shall  give  on  this  subject.    The  re- 


marks that  I  have  submitted  have  been  very  de- 
snltory.  I  had  not  thought  of  speaking  on  this 
subject  before  a  day  or  two  past,  and  I  should  not 
have  troubled  you  at  this  time,  but  from  a  belief 
that  some  person  should  bring  up  the  snbject; 
and  knowing,  as  I  do,  that  the  State  that  I  in  part 
represent  has  felt  some  interest  on  this  subject,  I 
felt  it  somewhat  my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  it;  believing  that,  when  the 
subject  was  brought  before  them,  that  it  was  one 
that  would  call  to  its  aid  gentlemen  of  more  ability 
and  experience  than  myself. 

Mr.  Smith's  motion  was  rejected  by  the  House. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Friday,  April  21. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Comnu'rtee 
of  Wavs  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Ambrose  Vasse ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Kbwt,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  allow- 
ance of  the  judges  of  the  orphans'  court  in  the 
counties  of  IVashington  and  Alexandria,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
ord^ed  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Kent  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled 
^*An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  all  other  acts  here- 
tofore passed  for  that  purpose ;"  which  motion  was 
rejected  bv  the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
proride  for  clothing  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  in  domestic  manufactures,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as 
amended. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish 
an  uniform  mode  of  discipline  and  field  exercise 
for  the  militia  of  the  United  States,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  regulating  the  manner  of  set- 
tling the  accounts  of  the  several  deputy  surveyors 
in  the  Missouri  and  Arkansas  Territwies,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  rejected. 

An  engrossed  bill,  to  designate  the  boundaries 
of  districts,  and  establish  land  offices  for  the  dis- 
posal of  the  public  lands,  not  heretofore  offered 
for  sale  in  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Indiana, 
was  read  the  third  time ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
LiNir,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  thirteen  sec- 
tions of  land  in  Canton  district,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  Ibllowing 
titles,  to  wit:  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L. 
Ogden,  and  others ;  an  act  to  authorize  the  build- 
ing of  a  certain  number  of  small  vessels  of  war; 
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an  act  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  McNair ;  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Leiper ;  and  an  act  con- 
firming the  proceedings  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Tillage  of  Cahokia,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  in 
laying  oat  a  town  on  the  commons  of  said  vil- 
lage :  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

REVISION  OF  THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bills  reported  by  the  Com- 
-mittee  of  Manufactures,  and  the  Committee  de- 
termined to  take  up,  first  in  order,  the  bill  *'to 
regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  and 
for  other  purposes."  This  bill  proposes  ohanges  in 
relation  to  the  duties  on  gooas  imported,  in  the 
pnroportions  which  are  denoted  in  the  following 
table,  copied  from  that  compiled  and  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes : 

A  comparative  view  of  the  existing  Tariff  or  Dntiea  on 
goods  imported  from  foreign  countries  as  eatablisbed 
by  the  act  of  27th  April,  1816,  entitled  **An  act  to 
regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  as 
amended  by  the  act  of  the  20Ui  of  April,  1818,  en- 
titled  **An  act  to  increase  the  duties  on  certain  man- 
aiactnred  articles  imported  in  the  United  Btatea," 
and  that  proposed  by  the  bill  now  depending  in  the 
HoQse  of  Representatives  of  the  United  8utee,  **  to 
regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." 


▲BTICLIS. 


Old  tariff. 


First  class  of  articles, 

per  cent.  $007  1-2 

Second  16 

Third  20 

Fourth  and  fifth  class- 
es, viz: 
Woollen  msnofactures 
Cotton  do.,  and  cotton 

twist,  not  fom  India 
Ditto,  do.  from  India 
Linen  manufactures 
Clothing,  ready  made 
Bonnets,  hats  and  csps 

of  wool,  fur,  leather, 

straw,  chip,  or  silk 
Bilk  manafaanresfrom 

India 
Printed  books 
Painted  or  stained  pa 

per,  and  paper  hang 

ings 
Clocks  and  time-pieces 
Umbrellas,  sticks,  snd 

apparatus    for    um- 
brellas 
Bonnets  and  caps,  noi 

otherwise  taied 
Fans,  feathers,  flowers, 

oitllinery,  perfumes. 

wssbes 
Painted  floor  cloths,  oil 

cloths,  mats, salad  oil, 

capers,  mustard,  ol- 


25 

25 
25 
15 

80 


15 
15 


30 


New  Uriff. 


Rate  oi 

addition*! 

duty. 


»0  121 
20 
25 


83  1 

33 
40 
25 

40 


30 
35 


35 


Say  1-3 


2-3 
1-3 
1-4 


" 


36 


Say  1-6  a. 


8TAT£MENT--Conttnued. 


AHTIGLSS. 


Old  Uriff. 


ives,  preserves,  wa- 
fers, sweetme:its 
Manufactures  of  wood, 

coarse  lace,  carriages, 

and  furniture  for  do. 
Leather,    and     menu 

factures   of   leather, 

brushes,  canes 
Gilt  and  plated  ware     ^020 
Cut  glass  30 

China,  earthen,   stone 

ware,  and  crockery         20 
Manufacturea  of  marble 

and  alabaster  15 

Ale,  beer,  and  porter,  in 

bottles,  galls.       15 

Do.  not  in  bottles  do.       lO 
Alum,  cwt.    200 

Almonds,  lb.      03 

Bl'k  glass  bottles,  gross    1 44 
BooU,  psir    1 50 

Bristles,  lb.      03 

Playing  cards,       pack      30 
Tarred  cables,  and  cord 

age  lb.      03 

Untarred,  ditto,  twine 

and  thresd  lb.      04 

Candles,  tallow        do.      03 

wax  and  sperm.,   do.      06 
China  Cassia  do.      06 

Cinnamon  do.       25 

Cloves  do.      25 

Cheese  do.      09 

Chocolate  do.      03 

Cocoa,  do.       02 

Coal,  hsaped       buehel       05 
Copperas,  cwt.    1 00 

Copper    rodt,    spikes, 

bolts,  and  nails,  and 

composition,  do.    lb.       04 
Corks,  do.  15  per  cL 

Coffee,  do.       05 

Cotton  do«      03 

Currants,  do.      03 

Figs,  do.       03 

Fisb,  for'n  caught,  qntl.  $l  00 
Mackerel,  bbl.     1 60 

Salmon,  do.    200 

All  aher  pick'd  finh,  do.    1 00 
Window  glass.  8  hy  10, 

100  sq.ft.    250 

Ditto,     10  by  12,  do.    275 
over  10  by  12,  do.    325 
Plain  uncut  flint 

glass,  lb.  20  per 

Glue,  do.      05 

Gunpowder,  do.      08 

Hemp,  cwt.    1 60 

Iron  and  steel  wire 
notoverNo.  18,  lb. 

over  No.  18,         do. 
Iron  in  bars  and  bolts, 

manufactured    ex- 
cept by  rolling,   cwt.{ 


New  tariff. 


I 


ct. 


05 
09 


76 


2 

2 


|0  85  ^ 
35 

85 

35 

20 
15 
3  00 
04 
00 
00 
03 
35 


04 

05 
05 
08 
10 
33i 
35 
09 
04 
03 
05 
2  00 


04 
15 
06 
06 
04 
04 
1  OQ 

1  50 

2  00 

1  00 

3  00 
3  25 
3  76 

10 
10 
10 

2  50 

05 
09 


1  25 


Rate  of 

addition'l 

duty. 


Included 

in  two 

preced'g 

classes. 


1-3 
1-JI 
1-8 
1-3 
1-4 
1-3 
Free. 
1-6 

1-3 

1-4 
2^ 
1-3 
2-8 

2-5 


1-2 
Double. 


1-6  do. 
Double. 
i-3do. 
1-3  do. 


1-5  da. 


Double. 
1-4  do. 
2  3  do. 


2-3p.et 
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ABTrCL£8. 


Old  tariff.'New  tariff. 


Iron  in  sheets,  rods, 
and  boops,  do. 

Iron  in  bars  and  bolts, 
manufactared  by  rol- 
ling, cwt. 

Anchors,  do. 

Iron  in  pigs,  do. 

Iron  castings,  do. 

Spades  &  shotels,  each 

Slale  and  tiles  for  build- 
ing, not  over  12  inch- 
ee  e^eare,  per.  1000 
19  to  14  in.  sq.  do. 
14  to  16  do.  do. 
16  to  18  do.  do. 
18  to  20    do,         do. 

Paper,  folio,  pot,  qaarto 
pdet,  crown,  dbc.,  lb. 
royal,  imp.,  dbc,  do. 
printing,  and  cop- 
per plate,  do. 
olMT  coarse          do. 

SdMws  of  wire,    gross 

Ginger,  rough,  lb. 

ground,  do. 

preserved,  do. 

Bnk\  sewing,  and  silk  6l 
worsted  twist         lb. 

Indigo,  do. 

Lead  in  pq^ s  dc  bars,  do. 

.  sheets,  do. 

shot  of  lead,         do. 

red  and  white,  dry 


$254 


160 
200 

60 

76 
20  per  ct. 


or  in  oil  do. 

Mace,  do. 

Molasses,  gaL 

Nalla,  of  iron,  lb. 

Nutmegs,  do. 

Pepper,  do. 

Pimento,  do. 

Plums  and  prunes,  do. 

Raisina,  in  jars  or 
boapes,  B>. 

all  other  kinds,     do. 

8aH>   bushel  of  56  lbs. 

Ochre,  dry,    .  lb. 

in  oil,  do. 

Steel,  cwt. 

Cigars,  1000 

Spirits,  from  grain,  first 
pcaof>  43  cts. ;  2d, 
45;  3d,  46;  4th,  52; 
5th,  60;  over  5th,  75 
From  other  materials, 
Ist,  38  ;  2d,  38  ;  3d, 
49;  4th,  48;  6th,  67; 
over  6th,  70 

Shoes  db  siip^s,  silk,  pr. 
leather,  do. 

for  children,  do. 

Spikes  of  iron,  lb. 

Soap,  lb. 

Sugar,  brown,  do. 

white,  dayed,  and 


30  per  ct 


15»8-10 


16  per  ct. 
15 
01 
01 
02 

03 
$100 
05 
04 
60 
06 
08 
03 

03 
02 
SO 
01 

01  1-2 
$100 
250 


$3  00 


2  00 
2  00 

75 
1  50 

25 


2  00 


same 


tame 
30 
25 
15 
03 
03 
03 


3 
4 
6 


00 
00 
00 


6  00 

20 
15 

12i 

10 
8  to  20 
l,8ay2 

04 

10 


1  50 

16 

01 

02   ^ 

03 

> 

04 

1  25 

10 
05 
75 
10 
08 
04 

04 
08 
25 
01 
Oli 
1  50 
5  00 


Kate  of 

addition '1 

duty. 


same. 


1-5  do. 


1-3  do. 

1-2  do. 
Double. 


1-2  p.  et. 

1-4  do. 
Double. 
1-4  p.  ct 
1-4  do. 
1-2  do. 
1-3  do. 
1-3  do. 

1-3  ^o, 
1-2  do. 
1-4  do. 


1-2 
Double. 


same. 
50 
50 
25 
04 
04 
04 


1 


1-3 
Double. 
2-3 
1-8 
1-3 


STATEMENT— CooUnued. 


AMTICLIS. 


Old 


powdered,  do. 

lump,  do. 

loaf,  dc  sugar  can- 
dy, do. 

Snuff,  do. 

Tallow,  do. 

Tea,    from  China,   in 

American  vessel*,  bo- 

hea,  lb. 

Soodiong  db  all  otiler 

black  teaB«     34  lb. 

Hyaon  Skin,        do. 

Imporiftl,Glinpoirdar, 

dc  6omeo»    68  Ib^ 

Hyson,  and  Young' 

Hyaon,  56  IbJ 

Otbor  groOD,    88  lb. 

Tobaeoo^  m'iMiftcttttedj' 
other  than  snuff  and 
dgaav,  lb. 

WhUmg,  and  Paris 
white  Ib^. 

Wines,  Burgundy,  Ma- 
deira, Tokay,  Cham- 
paign, and  Rhen- 
ish, galls. 
Sherry  and  St  Lu- 

car,  ir*ll** 

Lisbon,  Oporto,"  and 
otheift,of  PortogaH' 
and  Sicily,  gaHs. 
Teneriffe,  Fayal,  and 
other  West  India 
isles,  gaHs. 

all  other  kinds,  gaHs. 
do.  in  bottles  or  cases 
Russia  duck,  pa. 

Ravens    da.  do. 

HoUand  do.  do. 

Spermaceti  oil,  of  for- 
eign fisheries,    galls. 
Whale  oil,  do. 

Olive  oil,  in  casks,    do. 


$004 
10 

12 
12 
01 


tariff,  ad&tia 

daiT. 


12 


»7 

60 

40 
28 


10 
01 


^  05 

iH 

15 
45 
01 


14 


Dovl& 


Linseed  oil,  do. 

▲O    TALOBIK. 

Blue  vitriol,  lb. 

Oil  of  vitriol,  do. 

Nitric  add,  do. 

Muriatic  add,  do. 

Sugar  of  lead,  do. 


100 
66 


50 


40 

16 

80  per  ct. 

$200 

125 

250 


40 


10 
01 


25 

15 

25 

16  pe^  ct 
say  lOcts. 


%  00 
I  SS 
3  60 

29 
16 


06 
05 
08 
04 
06 


The  bill  having  been  read  through — 
Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Fennsvlvania^  said: — ^In  Jp- 
senting  this  bill  to  the  conaderation  of  the  HoiEe. 
it  is  proper  that  the  views  of  the  Committee  i 
Manufactures  should  be  fully  explained.  The  t^ 
assigned  to  them  has  been  one  of  no  ordinary  l^ 
terest:  the  subjects  on  which  it  has  been  tMr 
duty  to  aot  may  have  an  important  bearing  ® 
the  whole  internal  policy  of  this  Gk)7ernnia9t ;  ^ 
the  measures  recoiimended  are  such  as,  in  te 
opinion,  wail  essentially  benefit  the  nation.     In  tar 
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tnrin^  them,  the  committee  bare  not  (as  the  ges- 
tleman  from  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Fuller,  seemed 
to  think)  considered  themselves  a  priyate  commit- 
tee, actuiff  on  the  private  petitions  of  individuals, 
who  soa^t  support  and  encouragement  from  Gov- 
ernment, at  the  expense  of  the  nation.    They  have 
not  examined  the  petitions  or  statements  of  manu- 
facturers, with  a  view  of  ascertaining  whether  their 
establishments  are  productive  or  losing.    Their 
interest  has  not  been  a  leading  motive  in  our  minds: 
it  was  of  little  importance ;  and  if  this  biU,  either 
in  its  general  principles  or  its  details,  cannot  be 
supported  on  national  princi|rfes,  we  are  willing 
that  it  should  fall,  and  that  its  fate  shall  be  ours. 
IVe  haTe  thought  that  this  nation  can  never  be 
flourishing  or  mdependent,  unless  it  can  supi^f 
from  its  own  resources  its  food,  its  clothing,  and 
the  means  of  defence ;  that,  to  be  dependent  on 
foreign  nations  for  the  articles  essentiu  for  these 
purposes,  is  inconsbtent  with  true  fMoif ;  and  that 
the  system  which  has  entailed  on  us  tkis  depend^ 
enoe,  must  be  radically  changed.    In  a  matter 
which  involved  so  many  intere^  vne  found  many 
embarrassments — among  not  the  least  of  them, 
those  whitth  arose  from  the  duties  assigned  to  the 
diflbreat  committeesef  this  Hoasck    The  Commit- 
tee of  Manu^tures  was  a  new  one ;  its  powers 
and  dhttles  were  undefined  br  any  rule;  tiie  various 
suhjeets  refened  to  them  lelated  as  well  to  the  rev- 
enve  and  commerce  of  the  country,  as  its  manu- 
fttctnres.    It  was  our  wish  that  each  committee 
dkoold  act  on  its  appropriate  subjects,  not  to  en- 
croach €»  the  jttrisdKtaon  of  either.    It  was  our 
first  intendott  to  have  reported  a  bill  which  should 
have  related  only  to  the  manufaetures  of  the  coun- 
try.   But  the  House  will  recollect  &at,  at  a  verr 
early  period  of  the  session,  a  resointion  was  passed, 
calbng  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report 
the  e«et  on  the  revenue  of  a  prohibition  of  wx)ol- 
lens,  cottons,  and  iron ;  that  hte  reply  was,  that  an 
increase  of  duty  on  those  articles  would  impair  the 
revenue,  and  tend  lo  introduce  smuggling.    Thb 
was  a  sttbfeet  on  which  we  knew  the  House  was 
sensitive ;  a  deficit  in  the  receipts  of  tins  year  of 
five  mittions,  had  been  oSeiaUV  announced  bv  the 
Treasury.    The  Committee  o€  Ways  and  Means 
I    had  reported  no  btU,  had  recommended  no  means 
of  filling  the  Treasury,  and,  to  our  repeated  calls, 
had  answered  that  none  would  be  adopted  by  them. 
You  now  find  that  the  result  of  all  their  delibera- 
tions has  ended  in  the  bill  on  your  table,  authof^ 
iaeing  a  loan  of  four  millioas^-two  directly,  and 
two  from  the  Bfnking  Fund,  to  meet  the  ordinary 
expenses  of  the  year.    I  did  not  approve  of  the 
resolution  which  had  ^as  called  on  the  Secretary 
of  the Treasory  to  take  a  part  in  this  great  national 
coatroveisy,  and  thought  it  not  right  in  gentlemen 
to  call  in  the  influence  of  that  department  against 
a  hurge  portion  of  the  nation,  struff^ling  against 
'     what  they  conceived  to  be  the  inddj^ence  of  onr 
own,  and  the  effi>rts  of  foreign  Qovemments.    To 
have  framed  a  bill  confined  to  the  sole  obiect  of 
promoting  the  manufactures  of  the  nation,  'cj  im- 
posing a  hiffh  duty  on  those  of  others,  the  efiect  of 
which  would  have  been  still  further  to  diminish  a 
revenue  already  incompetent  to  our  ordinary  ex- 


penses, would  have  thrown  us  in  the  way  of  the 
very  difllculty  which  gentlemen  had  so  early  fore- 
seen, so  carefully  provided  against.  The  cry  of 
revenue  the  Treasury,  and  smuggling,  wodd  Imve 
efiectuaily  defeated  all  our  projects.  There  vras 
no  other  committee  disposed  to  act  in  concert  with 
us.  Left  thus  alone — the  Treasury  report  against 
an  increase  of  duties;  the  Treasury  itself  empty; 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  unwilling  to 
assist  in  filling  it.  and  yet  called  upon  by  the  peti* 
tions  of  thousands  of  individuals  to  do  something 
to  protect  the  industry  of  the  nation— the  commit- 
tee had  no  alternative  but  to  abandon,  subject  to 
certain  destruction,  the  great  interest  confided  to 
their  care,  or  to  go  the  extent  oftheir  jurisdiotion, 
and  report  a  system  which,  while  it  would  not  in- 
ju»e  Ihe  commerce,  should  aid  the  revenue,  a»l 
save  the  manufactures  of  our  country.  In  recom- 
mending a  general  revision  of  the  existing  tm^, 
we  are  sensible  of  being  exposed  to  the  imputation 
of  enoioachiaff  on  the  province  of  other  commit- 
tees ;  but,  as  ttiejr  have  declined  or  refbsed  to  act, 
i  hope  no  objeotions  on  this  score  will  come  from 
thent.  From  the  House  I  anticinale  none — eonfl^ 
dent  in  the  hope  that  they  will  inquire,  not  so 
much  from  what  committee  this  bill  emanated,  as 
whedier  its  provisions  will  j^vomote  the  general 
we^bre.  And  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  House,  this 
measure  is  called  for  by  the  distresses  of  the  coun- 
try;  if  it  wiU  tend  to  their  relief,  and  to  restore 
the  nation  to  its  former  prosperity ;  if  it  is  esBen- 
tial  that  such  encouragement  should  ever  be  given 
to  national  industry  as  will  enable  us  to  supply  the 
articles  of  our  own  consumption,  you  have  the  au- 
thoritv  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  saying 
that  this  is  the  proper  time.  In  his  annual  report 
on  the  finaoceiL  he  tells  you  this  in  the  most  expli* 
cit  language ;  be  tells  you,  too,  that  your  present 
revenue  is  insufiScient — ^you  must  increase  it,  or 
diminish  3roQr  expenditure. 

This  is  a  time  of  profound  peace,  when  our 
expoiseB  are  those  only  of  an  ordinary  Peace  Bs- 
tauishment ;  no  national  calamity  has  befallen  us ; 
yet  a  loan  b  necessary  for  the  present  year,  and  a 
larger  one  will  be  required  for  the  next.  When  a 
system  of  revenue  has  thus  completely  failed,  and 
from  the  operation  of  plain  and  natural  causes  i 
when  vre  cannot  flatter  ourselves  that,  in  the  pres- 
ent state  of  the  world,  it  can  become  better,  but  are 
certain  that  it  must  become  worse,  it  is  time  to  look 
to  our  situation,  and  retrace  our  error.  It  is  an 
unpleasant  duty  in  any  committee  to  be  obliged  lo 
examine  existing  systems,  and  recommend  a  change, 
but  itwfll  beat  once  perceived  that  the  nation 
which  rdies  for  the  mesms  of  paying  its  expenses 
sddy  on  imposts,  must  encourage  the  importation, 
and  not  the  manufiicturey  of  its  article  of  consump- 
tion. Whilst  this  B  its  policy,  its  internal  industry 
must  be  confined  to  articles  of  export,  to  i»y  for 
foreign  fabrics  which  are  imported.  With  impor- 
tations, revenue  must  diminish ;  and  this  has  been 
the  reason  why  all  attempts  to  promote  our  own 
manufactures  have  hitherto  failed.  Now  the  sys- 
tem must  be  changed ;  you  must  either  make  per- 
petual loans,  or  open  new  sources  of  revenue^  by 
giving  a  new  turn  to  the  labor  of  the  nation.    At 
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all  events,  I  beg  geDtlemen  to  consider  that,  to  me, 
the  danger  to  the  Treasury  is  no  answer  to  this 
bill :  if  It  is  empty,  it  is  not  my  fault.  Two  short 
years  since,  I  was  in  a  proud  minority  of  five  that 
opposed  the  repeal  of  those  taxes  which,  if  con- 
tinued, would  have  given  you  an  abundant  revenue. 
If,  in  their  abolition,  the  encouragement  of  manu- 
factures has  been  retarded,  let  no  inconsistency  be 
charged  upon  me ;  if  the  system  has  failed,  it  is  not 
because  it  has  not  had  its  full  and  fair  operation, 
but  because  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  present  sit- 
uation of  this  country  and  Europe.  You  may 
resort  to  temporary  expedients ;  but  the  people  of 
this  country  will  not  consent  to  a  continual  accu- 
mulation of  debt,  in  order  to  protract  a  system  which 
can  alone  heal  the  general  distress.  What  must 
be  done  should  be  done  soon.  The  able  andintel- 
li{i[ent  officer  at  the  head  of  your  finances  tells  you 
this  is  the  time ;  and  I  tell  you,  that  you  may  as 
well  avoid  the  approaches  ot  old  age,  or  the  stroke 
of  death,  as  a  change  in  your  financial  system. 
You  niust  not  wait  tui  the  voice  of  the  people  calls 
for  it  in  langua^  which  you  cannot  leeiist,  and 
when  the  revulsion  will  be  so  sudden  as  to  sbake 
to  its  foundation  the  system  to  which  gentlemen 
now  cling  so  eagerly.  If  this  miserable  system  of 
impost,  as  the  exclusive  .source  of  revenue,  i»  ne- 
cessary for  the  support  of  commerce ;  if  the  internal 
industry  of  the  country  is  to  be  checked  and  pro- 
tracted till  public  opinion  demands  the  change,  let 
gentlemen  beware  lest  all  parts  of  the  system  go 
together. 

Those  who  now  complain  that  the  Committee 
of  Manufactures,  propose  too  much,  will,  when 
that  day  arrives,  (and  come  it  must,)  regret  the 
rejection  of  this  bill,  which  proposes  a  c£ang&-* 
gradual,  but  necessary  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
country.  In  proposing  it,  the  committee  are  aware 
that,  from  one  side  of  the  House,  we  shaU  be  assailed 
with  the  cry  of — you  will  ruin  commerce ;  from 
the  other,  agriculture ;  and  from  all,  smuggling 
and  revenue.  In  telling  us  that  commerce  supports 
the  Grovernment  and  furnishes  its  revenues,  gen- 
tlemen must  not  deceive  themselves  in  thinKing 
that  the  people  of  this  country  do  not  know  that 
the  consumer  of  foreign  goo4s,  and  not  the  for- 
eigner or  importer,  pays  the  impost.  The  con- 
snmption  of  loreign  produce,  and  not  its  importa- 
tion, is  the  source  of  the  revenue ;  a  kind  of  taxa- 
tion the  more  oppressive  on  the  people,  because, 
by  employing  the  merchant  or  collector,  the  oon- 
sttmer  pays,  not  only  the  amount  of  duties,  but  the 
accumulated  profits  of  all  the  merchants  through 
whose  hands  the  article  passes,  from  the  custom- 
house to  the  consumer,  if  the  committee  are  cen- 
sured for  speaking  thus  plainly  of  a  system  on 
which  this  Government  has  hitherto  rested  for  its 
support,  the  House  must  recollect  that,  at  its  organ- 
ization, impost  was  only  one,  not  the  exclusive 
source  of  revenue.  As  soon  as  the  debts  of  the 
Revolution  were  assumed  by  the  New  Congress, 
a  system  of  excise  and  internal  taxation  was  re- 
sorted to,  as  a  paramount  means  of  payias  the 
interest  of  the  National  Debt.  During  tne  ddmin- 
istration  of  General  Wasbinqton  and  his  immedi- 
ate successor,  an  excise  on  spirits,  snuff,  and  snuff  I 


mills^  duties  on  refined  sugar,  licenses  to  retaJcc 
carriages,  auctions,  and  a  stamp  act  and  land  lu, 
were  imposed.    Let  it  not  be  forgotten  that,  is  :2i 
preamble  to  the  act  for  laying  an  impost,  tk  e> 
couragement  of  domestic  manufactures  wastiif  o: 
the  avowed  objects  of  the  law^.     This  wh  die 
revenue  system  of  the  founders  of  our  Govencoit. 
We  do  not  attack,  but  rest  upon  it ;  it  is  the  .dy 
one  on  which  this  nation  can  rely  for  perznaaa: 
protection  in  a  time  of  European  peace ;  we  mK 
recur  to  it,  unless  another  great  convulsion  skoald 
again  derange  all  the  institutions  of  the  ciniized 
world.  The  policy  of  this  Grovernment  was  cha&itd, 
not  because  it  was  found  unwise,  bat  because  iL 
continuance  of  the  war  in  Europe  rendered  it  oo- 
necessary.    Then  other  nations  wanted  our  pre- 
visions; their  price  was  such  that  the  labor  of  this 
country  was  diverted  from  i  ts  natina/  eoujx.    la- 
stead  of  making,  we  imported  the  articles  of  com- 
mon consumption.  The  impost  was  found  suficieat 
for  aU  our  wants.  But,  in  the  chanf&of  events,  Eu- 
rope can  now  feed  herself,  and  can  compete  with 
us  in  other  markets  for  our  proviaons.   ThoK 
nations  from  whom  we  import  the  most,  now 
refuse  to  receive  our  produce  at  any  price.    Thus 
there  has  been  a  radical  change  in  those  reUtioos 
with  other  nations,  which  gave  tke  turn  to  ov 
national  industry.    A  wise  l^sUuure  will  u(f 
must  shape  its  internal  policy  to  meet  the  diaDgcs 
which  make  a  revision  necessary.     The  presest  is 
not  a  forced,  but  the  natural  and  settfed  st&te  of 
this  country.    The  events  of  the  last  thirty  jean 
have  been  unparalleled  in  history ;  we  mifit  not 
expect  their  recurrence,  at  least  m  our  time,  li 
reauires  no  reasoning  to  prove  that  measures  cal- 
culated on  a  general  war  i^  Europe,  will  noi  saic 
a  general  state  of  peace ;  they  mast  and  will  be 
controlled  by  olccumstances.    We   xqnat  look  to 
facts,  and  profit  by  experience.    Ejects  will  ftow 
from  causes;  they  cannot  be  averted  or  avoided; 
we  must  meet  them  sooner  or  later.     It  is  best  not 
to  attempt  to  conceal  from  ourselves  or  the  oatioo 
the  necessity  of  coming  back  to  the  oiiginaJ  sfstem 
on  which  this  Government  first  commcoeed  its 
operations.    In  proposing  the  measures  wkieh  the 
committee  have  reported,  we  have  thoi^  it  best 
to  avow  the  intention  to  be  such  a  change  in  oox 
internal  policy  as  will  gradually  lead  the  people oi 
this  country  to  be  independent  of  any  other  for  the 
essential  articles  of  subsistence,  and  the  meaos  q! 
defence.    We  well  know  it  is  a  thankless,  lugn- 
cious  task.    The  manufhcturers  complain  that  tw 
little,  the  merchants  that  every  thing,  and  J  wefl 
know  that  here  it  is  thought  that  too  much  has  been 
done.    These  measures  have  caused  much  excite- 
ment.   This  is  not  the  time  to  expect  that  josuce 
will  be  done  to  our  motives.    But  the  commiitcc 
have  this,  and  it  is  no  small  satisfaction,  tbai 
though  they  have  not  pleased  others,  they  bin 
pleased  themselves.  Their  system  has  been  mating 
with  much  wiins,  and  with  the  most  anxious  desEt 
to  relieve  alike  all  the  suffering  interests  of  tk 
country.    How  far  this  bill  is  so  calculated,  u« 
House  will  judge,  from  an  examination  and  oos- 
parison  with  the  existing  tariff,  which  I  will  b0« 
explain,  begging  that  gentlemen  will  not  forget 
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one  thing — that  the  present  tariff  was  a  revenue 
bill,  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  more  to  aid  the  TreaFury  than  to  protect 
the  industry  of  the  country.  The  report  of  Mr. 
Dallas  was  strongly  in  favor  of  domestic  manufac- 
tares ;  yet,  in  that  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  it  is  remarkable  that  the  word  manafae- 
tares  is  not  mentioned.  I  presnme  that  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  who  veas  then  the 
chairman  of  that  committee,  had  then  the  same 
opinion  on  this  subject  that  he  now  entertains. 
When  gentlemen  complain  of  the  extra va^nt  pro- 
tection that  this  bill  affords  to  national  industr]^, 
they  are,  perhaps,  not  aware  that,  in  general,  it 
exceeds  oat  in  a  small  degree  that  recommended, 
in  1816,  from  the  Treasury,  almost  exclusively  for 
revenue.  They  must  not  think  it  strange  if  a 
Committee  of  Manufacttsres.  eombiniBg  this  with 
other  great  national  objects,  should  have  felt  it  their 
duty  to  propose  some  changes  necessary  to  meet 
the  calls  of  the  country. 

The  bill  proposes — 

A  duty  or  12A  per  cent,  ad  vaiorem  on  the  arti* 
cles  enumerated  m  the  first  clasS)  aad  20  per  cent, 
on  all  not  enumerated,  which  embrace  many  man- 
ufactures, but  which  it  was  ihoujriirt  best  not  to 
particularse.  In  the  preseut  tariff,  these  were  at 
7|  and  16  per  cent  The  committee  could  discern 
no  good  reason  for  leaving  thetn  at  this  low  rate 
of  duty,  and  were  abundantly  convinced  that,  for 
the  double  purpose^f  revenue  and  manufactures, 
the  proposed  rates  were  proper.  It  would  be  goin^^ 
too  mucb  in  detail  to  trace  tlie  various  rates  of  ad 
valorena  duties  from  1739  to  1804.  In  thai  year 
they  were  permanently  ixed  at  12^,  15,  and  20 ; 
with  the  addition  of  the  Mediterranean  Fund,  they 
were  15, 17^,  and  22},  and  eontinued  so  during  the 
most  prosperous  period  of  our  commerce  anu  re- 
venue, till,  in  1812,  when  the  permanent  duties 
were  doubled,  making  271,  32A,  and  42}.  They 
continued  so  until  1815,  aner  the  peace,  wh^  the 
Mediterranean  Fund  ceased,  and  the  duties  re- 
mained tiU  July,  1816,  at  the  rates  of  25,  30,  and 
40  per  cent  ad  valorem.  Had  they  remained  so^ 
you  would  not  have  been  assailed  by  general  cries 
of  distress  from  all  parts  of  the  nation :  we  should 
have  enjoyed,  not  a  nominal,  but  a  real  independ- 
ence; our  resources  would  not  have  been  sent 
abroad  to  protect  and  reward  the  industry  of  others, 
to  the  ruin  of  our  own  merchants,  maauAicturers, 
and  farmers.  But  it  was  thought  proper  to  reduce 
the  duties ;  and  the  fear  of  smuggling,  it  seems, 
is  assigned  as  the  reason.  I  am  not  enough  ac- 
quainted with  the  mysteries  of  commerce  to  know 
what  is  the  smuggling  point. 

Ckntlemen  may  talk  about  it  as  they  please; 
there  is  no  evidence  that  our  duties  have  ever  been 
so  high  that  there  has  been  smuggiing  to  any  great 
extent.  From  1804  to  1812  the  lowest  rate  of 
duties  was  12^  per  cent.;  V7e  heard  no  complaints 
then;  during  the  year  1815,  and  the  first  six 
months  of  1816,  the  lowest  duty  was  25  per  cent. 
The  importation  of  ad  valorem  articles  in  1815, 
amounted  to  eighty-six  millions  of  dollars,  and 
gentlemen  are  called  on  for  the  proof  of  smug- 
gling.    They  must  give  reasons  better  than  the 
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mere  suggestion  of  this  danger,  against  this  small 
increase  of  duties;  which  is,  in  effect,  only  com- 
ing back  to  the  old  rates  before  the  war.  We  are 
not  to  be  deterred  by  threats  of  this  kind ;  and, 
judging  from  experience,  have  no  fears  that  an 
mcrease  of  duties,  even  to  the  war  rates,  would 
produce  this  effect ;  but  if  there  was  danger,  it  is 
no  argument  to  us  to  be  told  that  this  Government 
is  unable  to  enforce  measures  which  are  adopted 
as  necessary  to  the  general  welfare.  We  are  not 
so  weak ;  our  laws  are  not  so  insufficient ;  the 
rates  proposed  have  been  collected^nd  they  can 
and  will  be  collected  if  enacted.  When  the  dan- 
ger becomes  realized,  it  will  be  time  to  apply  the 
remedy.  While  it  is  merely  fanciful,  and,  as  I 
believe,  held  out  to  defeat  the  salutary  provisions 
of  this  bill.  I  shall  not  deem  it  worthy  of  further 
notice.  Tne  next  rate  of  doty  is  25  per  cent.;  in 
the  present  tariff  these  articles  are  rated  at  20,  but 
in  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  they  were  recommended  at  22.  I  hope 
it  will  not  be  thought  extravagant  that  we  pro- 
pose  an  addition  of  three  per  cent.  Articles  of 
copper  are  at  present  at  25  per  cent.  One  exnres- 
sion  is  changed,  which  will  be  found  to  apply  to 
most  of  the  ad  valorem  articles  in  this  bill ;  m  the 
old  tariff  it  is  '* material  of  chief  value;"  this 
creates  exvtX  difficulty  at  the  custom-house,  where 
an  article  is  composed  of  materials  paying  a  dif* 
ferent  rate  of  du^ ;  it  is  generally  entertained  as 
made  of  that  which  pays  lowest ;  thus  defrauding^ 
the  revenue  and  injuring  the  manufacturer.  To 
avoid  this,  the  committee  have  adopted  the  ex- 
pression "  component  material,"  so  tnat  any  art]-- 
de  composed  of  mixed  materials  pays  the  duty  of 
the  highest.  The  House  will  observe  that  there 
is  in  this  clause  a  drawback  of  the  duties  on  sheet 
copper,  used  in  building  or  repairing  ships ;  in  the 
present  tariff  ^  copper  and  brass  in  pigs,  bars,  or 
plates,  suited  to  tne  sheathing  of  ships,"  is  duty 
nree.  Under  this  clause  all  sheet  brass  and  cop- 
per imported,  for  whatever  purpose,  is  embraced, 
to  the  great  injury  of  one  class  of  manufactures, 
and  the  diminution  of  the  revenue.  While  the 
committee  are  fully  disposed  to  protect  that  most 
noUe  manufocture,  a  ship,  they  are  unwilling  that 
any  other  advantage  shoc^ld  be  taken  of  a  provi- 
sion intended  solely  for  this  purpose.  It  is  believed 
that  this  object  is  fully  answered  by  the  proposed 
drawback.  It  has  been  submitted  to  intelligent 
and  experienced  merchants,  and  no  objections  henre 
occurred.  While  on  this  subject,  t  must  no- 
tice some  publications  in  which  the  committ^ 
are  charged  with  hostility  to  commerce  and  ship- 
buildiuff,  in  raism?  the  duty  on  sheathing  copper 
and  sail  duck.  The  best  answer  to  the  charge  is, 
that  it  is  not  true ;  in  fact  this  bill  proposes  no 
change  on  either ;  the  duck  is  an  important  article 
of  manufacture,  for  which  we  ought  not  to  be  de- 
pendent on  any  other  nation,  and  which  ought  to 
be  encouraged ;  yet  the  Committee  were  unwilling 
to  interfere  with  it.  We  expect  much  abuse  and 
have  received  no  little ;  but  let  me  give  one  word 
of  ad  vic^  to  those  inclined  to  bestow  it  so  liberally ; 
read  before  you  write. 

The  next  clause  proposes  a  duty  of  thirty-three 
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per  cent,  on  woollens.  In  Mr.  Dallas's  tariff  it  was 
proposed  at  twenty-eight.  On  cottons,  of  thirty- 
three  ;  the  same  as  proposed  by  him.  Both  are 
now  at  twenty-five.  These  being  among  the  most 
important  items  in  the  bill,  the  House  must  in- 
dulge me  in  going  fully  into  the  reasons  which 
have  induced  Uie  committee  to  propose  the  addi- 
tional duty.  It  would  seem  almost  unnecessary 
to  convince  this  House,  that  the  interest  of  the 
nation  required  that  it  should  clothe  itself;  that  it 
ought  to  feed  itself,  will  not  be  denied ;  yet  food 
is  not  more  necessary  than  raiment ;  and  I  cannot 
see  how  any  people  can  be  independent  who  must 
look  abroad  for  that.  At  all  events,  the  committee 
have  thought  that,  in  bottoming  tnis  bill  on  this 
national  principle,  that  we  ought  to  feed,  clothe, 
and  be  able  to  defend  ourselves,  we  placed  it  on 
^ound  that  could  not  easily  be  shaken.  Our  mo- 
tires  rise  higher  than  the  interest  of  manufacturers; 
whether  they  make  or  lose  money  now ;  whether 
it  tends  to  enrich  one  or  another,  or  all  classes  of 
society,  has  scarcely  entered  into  our  considera- 
tion. The  nation  must  command  its  own  con- 
sumption, its  own  means  of  defence.  The  last 
war  found  us  destitute.  I  beg  the  House  to  re- 
mooaber  what  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  told 
us  the  other  day ;  that  our  gallant  soldiers  were 
destitute  of  clothing,  until  the  Government  con- 
nived at  smuggling,  to  procure  cloth  from  the  na- 
tion with  whom  we  were  contending.  National 
feeling,  if  not  interest,  should  forbid  the  recurrence 
of  sucn  a  scene ;  it  snail  not  be  charged  on  the 
Committee  of  Manufactures.  If  it  was  right  in 
1816  to  impose  a  duty  of  twentv-five  per  cent,  on 
woollens  and  cottons,  principally  with  a  view  to 
revenue,  there  will  be  found  a  strong  reason  for  its 
increase  in  the  duties  now  imposed  l)y  the  British 
Gk)vernment,  of  six  pence  sterling  on  every  pound 
of  wool,  and  six  per  cent.  a4  valorevi  on  cotton 
wool,  imported  after  the  5th  January,  1820.  Wool 
has  been  an  article  of  export  from  this  country  to 
England.  The  new  duty  excludes  it ;  the  ports 
are  now  shut  against  your  provisions ;  they  will 
not  permit  its  importation  till  the  price  of  wheat 
is  ten  shillings  sterling  a  bushel.  Liet  those  who 
complain  so  much  that  the  agricultural  interest 
will  suffer  by  this  bill,  reflect  on  wese  facts.  Let  the 
Ifurmer  decide  whetner  it  is  most  for  his  interest 
to  purchase  his  clothing  from  the  foreign  manu- 
facturer, who  will  purchase  neither  his  wool  nor 
his  provisions;  or  the  domestic  one,  who  will  give 
him  a  market  for  both,  in  his  anxiety  to  guard 
against  the  profits  which  may  accrue  to  his  neigh- 
bors and  countrymen,  by  the  success  of  their  man- 
uiOictures.  Let  him  be  sure  that  he  falls  into  bet- 
ter hao^s  by  trusting  himself  to  the  liberality  of 
foreigners.  It  is  feared  that  there  will  be  a  mo- 
nopoly and  a  desire  of  speculation,  if  our  own  coun- 
trymen can  supply  our  demands ;  yet  there  seems 
to  be  no  fear  that  our  course  of  policy  should  c^ive 
that  monopoly  to  the  British  manufacturers.  Hun- 
dreds, thousands  of  our  citizens,  are  out  of  employ- 
ment; they  would  add  infinitely  to  the  national 
wealth,  to  our  independence,  and  save  its  resources 
at  home,  if  their  labor  was  employed  in  converting 
our  raw  materials  into  fabrics  tor  our  own  use. 


But  it  is  contended  that  our  true  policy  is  toemp:  - 
the  labor  of  other  nations,  pay  tnem  the  profits  i. 
their  manufactures,  for  the  purpose  of  diFpciii; 
the  industry  of  ours  to  productions  'w^hich  cao  fiic 
no  market  abroad,  and  have  no  valae  at  hme. 
These  new  duties  imposed  in  Kn^and  on  wou! 
and  cotton,  ought  to  awaken  us  to  our  sitii3ti:n 
no  part  of  the  country  ought  to  be  more  alirt  \. 
their  effects  than  that  from  which  the  oppositioc ; 
this  measure  is  the  c^reatest.    England  does  snt 
wish  to  encourajB^e  tne  cotton  of  America.  Siir 
gives  you  unequivocal  indications  of  her  jdurv- 
She  will  take  it  till  her  colonies  can  furnish  hm 
supplies.    Though  her  best  customer,  though  sk 
now  depend  on  us  for  the  raw  mateiiaJ  to  soppcrt 
her  manufactures,  she  takes  wool  from  the  conti- 
nent, cotton  from  us ;  but  imposes  hemvy  import 
duties,  which  are  paid  bv  us  who  coosome  the 
manufactured  articles.     We  thus fomtah  her  Gov- 
ernment with  revenue,  her  labortn  with  employ- 
ment, while  ours  are  idle. 

I  am  afraid  we  are  not  aware  of  tke  hold  zxA 
dangerous  experiment  we  are  trjring.   We  sie  now 
to  decide  on  the  course  of  internal  policy  which 
shall  best  develope  the  resources,  promote  the  in- 
dustry, and  secure  the  independence  of  the  coun- 
try.    Is  there  not  some  danger  of  oor  erric?. 
by  adopting  the  system  which  best  accords  with 
the  views  of  the  British  Groyernment  ?    If  it  wet 
submitted  to  them  to  choose  a  set  of  measum  ior 
us  which  would  best  promote  their  interest  ire 
well  know  it  would  be  such  as  wmild  secut  lo 
their  merchants,  manufacturers,  and  med»&it\ 
tbe  supply  of  all  our  articles  of  consumption  loit 
defence ;  to  give  to  them  the  employment  of  thf 
labor  and  the  profits  of  converting  the  nv  ma- 
terials into  fabrics  for  use.  It  is  the  source  of  their 
national  greatness ;  the  great  object  to  which  al\ 
their  eflbrts  are  directed ;  their  policy  is  most  ua- 
yielding  and  unbending.    It  has  existed  for  agesw 
and  be^  completed  by  a  steady  and  uniform  sena 
of  legislation ;  they  have  not  left  things  to  ^ngu- 
late  tnemselves ;''  this  has  not  been,  it  wiii  o^  he, 
their  maxim ;  but  they  wish  to  see  it  tdopied  fay 
those  who  are  to  be  the  dupes  of  that  policy. 
What  is  sound  political  economy  them  is,  it  seesos, 
here  the  ra  vingof  madness,  the  resultof  cmpiikisai; 
yet  it  would  excite  some  sensation  ia  t]kas  Uouse  )^ 
the  Ministers  of  England  should  foranAv  presat 
us  with  a  plan  for  our  adoption ;  we  saooid,  ai 
least,  inquire  whether  it  was  the  result  of  then 
friendship  to  us.  and  whether  it  would  not  be  s^ 
safe  to  trust  to  the  opinion  and  advice  of  ovovd 
statesmen.    To  import  onljr  our  raw  materiak  aod 
provisions,  to  be  our  exclusive  merchants  andcai- 
riers,  was  their  colonial  policy  before  the  ReTo\\j- 
tion.    The  great  men  whose  wisdom  carried  'i* 
through  that  struggle,  did  not  then  think  that  tbf 
system  of  internal  policy  which  was  best  caicc- 
lated  to  secure  our  independence  and  to  ccer? 
England  to  respect  our  rights,  was  to  afiord  a> 
ployment  to  her  citizens,  encouragement  to  hrr 
artificers,  to  the  impoverishment  of  our  own. 

The  immortal  Congress  of  1774,  entered  u)^' 
an  agreement  not  to  export  any  produce  to  Eng- 
land, to  import  no  goods  from  that  country. t^ 
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consume  none  made  there ;  and  denounced,  as  en- 
emies to  American  liberty,  any  person  who  would 
violate  this  agreement.  It  has  never  been  charged 
on  Bonaparte  that  he  was  deficient  in  foresight, 
or  did  not  understand  the  mode  of  attacking  his 
enemy.  His  continental  system  was  not  aimed  at 
the  influence  or  political  pow^r  of  England,  but 
against  her  manufactures.  That  he  knew  to  be 
the  source  of  her  power,  and  there  he  attacked 
her.  To  save  them,  England  fought  and  subsi- 
dized all  Europe.  There  has  been  a  Strang  rev- 
olution in  the  moral  world,  if  the  ctfiinexion  be- 
tween causes  and  cfiects  is  now  dissolved ;  if  the 
measures  which,  in  1774,  were  necessary  to  se- 
cure, would  now  be  destructive,  of  the  great  inter- 
ests of  this  nation.  We  have  been  taught  to  look 
with  veneration  to  that  Congress ;  it  is,  indeed,  a 
change,  when  we  forget  their  maxims;  and,  in 
contending  with  the  same  nation,  for  the  same 
rights,  reject  and  spurn  their  principles  as  wild 
and  ruinous,  anxious  to  adopt  those  recommended 
by  the  Ministry  and  political  economists  of  Eng- 
land. This  is,  at  all  events,  a  dangerous  ezperi* 
ment ;  before  we  trust  too  much  on  it,  we  ought 
to  be  sure  that  the  solid  interests  of  the  country, 
and  not  its  destruction,  is  their  governing  princi- 
ple. It  will  be  said  that  more  liberal  ideas  are 
now  adopted  by  other  nations ;  that  the  principles 
of  political  economy  are  now  better  understood. 
France  iias  been  mentioned ;  but  when  her  tariff 
is  examined,  it  wilf  be  found  to  be  more  rigid — ^to 
contain  more  prohibitions  than  that  of  England. 
As  to  us,  it  contains  some  provisions  which,  I 
think,  cannot  fail  to  alarm  the  affiiculturists,  the 
cotton  planters  of  this  country.  It  is  worthy  the 
attention  of  this  House  to  look  at  their  import 
duties  on  cotton  wool : 

From  India,  30  £  per  100  kil.,  equal  to  $9  per  cwL 
Other  countriee  out  of  Europe,  40  f.  per  100  kil., 

equal  to  $4  per  cwt. 
Entrepots,  60  f.  per  100  kil.,  equal  to  $5  per  cwt. 
Turkey,  15  t  per  100  kil.,  equal  to  fl  60  per  cwL 
French  colonies,  10  f.  per  100  kil.,  equal  to  $1  per 

cwt. 

This  short  item  contains  much  information  and 
instruction.  Their  whole  tariff  breathes  against 
your  agricuhnre  and  commerce  a  spirit  of  hostil- 
ity as  unequivocal  as  any  regulation  of  Enffland ; 
as  to  cotton  more  so ;  it  is  a  duty  of  four  dollars 
per  100  pounds ;  equal  to  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 
on  the  raw  material,  while  England  imposes  only 
6 ;  that  it  is  aimed  at  this  country  is  evident  from 
its  being  $2  50  per  100  pounds,  more  than  on  cot- 
ton from  Turkey,  and  one  dollar  more  than  from 
India.  If  it  is  a  reason  why  the  cotton  of  Tur- 
key should  be  preferred  on  account  of  the  profits 
of  her  trade,  it  cannot  extend  to  India,  to  which 
they  export  little ;  but  ought  to  bear  lightly  on  us, 
as  we  are  one  of  the  best  customers  of  France  for 
her  wines,  brandy,  silks,  cotton,  and  small  wares. 
She  requires  our  cotton  now,  but  this  duty  is  an 
earnest  of  what  you  may  expect  from  her  when 
she  can  procure  a  supply  from  her  colonies  or 
other  countries.  She  receives  vour  tobacco,  but 
takes  care  to  exclude  us  from  all  chance  of  a  com- 
petition in  the  market,  by  compelling  a  sale  to  the 


Government,  who  buy  at  their  own  price.  Rice, 
from  India,  pays  one  dollar  per  100 ;  from  Amer- 
ica, two  dollars.  Thus,  we  find  the  two  nations 
with  whom  our  intercourse  is  the  greatest,  pursue 
the  same  policy  as  to  our  great  agricultiml  pro- 
ducts, the  onlv  ones  they  receive  from  us :  mey 
are  enriched  oy  the  manufacture  of  it — ^we  pur- 
chase immense  quantities  of  their  cottons,  and 
woollens,  and  silks;  these  favors  produce  no  re- 
laxation on  their  part.  Our  agriculture  and  man- 
ufactures are  now  prostrate,  and  commerce  goes 
next.  With  England  it  is  safe,  not  because  it  can 
regulate  itself,  but  because  it  is  related  by  a  con- 
vention, to  the  observance  of  which  the  national 
faith  is  pledged.  With  France  we  have  none. 
Your  ships  are  now  said  to  be  virtually  excluded 
from  their  ports.  This  part  of  your  commerce  is 
now  to  be  protected  by  regulations — by  a  bill  now 
on  your  taole,  layinff  a  duty  of  eighteen  dollars 
per  ton  on  Frencn  sbippinff.  This  code,  remem- 
oer,  is  not  the  oi&pring  oi  the  aae  of  benighted 
ignorance,  prejudice,  or  exploded  theories,  or  of 
the  man  against  whom  all  Europe  combined ;  bat 
in  1817,  by  the  Gbvemment  which  has  been  re- 
stored by  a  common  struggle,  existing  in  all  the 
effulgence  of  the  light  which  has  he&i  shed  on  the 
subject  by  their  own  and  English  writers  on  polit- 
ical economy,  who  are  not  regarded  by  the  Qov- 
emments  wnere  they  live;  whose  books  are  for 
exportation,  not  for  nome  consumption,  and  now 
for  sale  in  your  lobby,  to  enlighten  you  on  the 
merits  of  this  bill.  It  is  a  matter  of  much  regret 
to  me  to  find  their  opinions  quoted  with  respect 
here,  when  they  are  disregarded  where  they  are 
known.  There  is  no  country  but  this  that  studi- 
ously leaves  her  great  concerns  to  regulate  them- 
selves. They  are  all  guarded  and  preserved  by 
regulations  of  the  most  rigorous  kind.  Yet  it 
seems  to  be  expected  that,  when  our  establish- 
ments are  obliged  to  contend  with  those  of  other 
countries,  die  Tatter,  aided  by  all  the  force  and  in- 
fluence of  public  opinion  and  legislation,  ours  can 
succeed  against  this  unequal  competition,  the  ne- 
glect of  Gk>vemment  and  public  prejudice.  If  the 
nations  with  whom  we  vie  would  adopt  the  same 
maxims^  then  the  industry  of  the  country  would 
protect  itsdf.  All  that  is  asked  is  to  meet  regu- 
lation by  regulation,  and  thus  make  the  competi- 
tion fair  ana  equal.  Apply  to  their  products  the 
same  rule  that  they  apply  to  ours ;  if  they  tax  our 
raw  materials,  tax  their  manufactures  to  the  en- 
couragement of  ours;  if  they  exclude  our  provis- 
ions, exclude  their  products;  let  our  legislation 
keep  pace  with  theirs ;  then  our  industry  will  be 
protected,  foreisn  nations  will  be  compelled  to  ob- 
serve, practically,  the  rule  which  they  discard  from 
their  code,  but  press  into  ours — "let  thingjs  regu- 
late themselves."  I  shall  be  satisfied  with  any 
course  if  it  is  uniform.  No  regulation,  or  regula- 
tion against  regulation.  If  these  views,  or  any  of 
them,  are  correct,  it  will  not  be  thought  unreason- 
able that  the  committee  have  recommended  an  ad- 
ditional duty  on  cotton  and  woollens  of  eight  per 
cent. ;  it  is  not  so  much  a  protecting  as  a  counter- 
vailing duty,  to  counteract  the  new  duties  imposed 
in  France  and  England  on  our  cotton  and  wool. 
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Had  these  daties  existed,  or  been  known  at  the 
time  of  forming  onr  present  tariff,  it  is  bot  reason- 
able to  believe  that  the  duty  would  have  been 
higher.  The  proposed  addition  is  certainly  mod* 
erate,  and  consistent  with  every  principle  of  na- 
tiomu  interest.  The  minimum  has  not  been 
changed.  It  is  proper  here  to  remark  that,  by 
eMimating  all  cotton  goods  to  have  cost  25  cents 
a  3rard,  and  assessing  the  duty  on  that  sum,  the 
coacser  cottons  of  India  have  been  excluded  ;  and 
I  beg  the  House  not  to  lose  sight  of  one  fact, 
wfaieh  is  admitted  by  all  to  be  true,  that  coarse 
domestic  cottons  are  now  made  cheaper  than  they 
were  ever  imported.  The  remark  is  equally  true 
of  nails,  and  every  other  article  of  which  this 
country  commands  the  consumption.  The  do- 
mestic competition  will  have  this  effect  on  every 
article.  This  fact  ouffht  to  quiet  the  fears  of  gen- 
Uemien  who  affi»t  to  think  that  the  encouragement 
of  domestic  industry  ten&  to  take  from  the  many 
a  bounty,  for  the  benefit  of  the  few.  Such  has 
been  the  case  in  all  other  countries — ^those  which 
ex!clude  the  importation  of  foreign  fabrics,  always 
undersell  thoae  who  leave  thin^  to  regulate  them- 
selves. The  experience  of  nations,  for  ages,  can- 
not deceive  us ;  it  is,  at  all  events,  not  safe  to 
adopt  theories^  and  reject  the  lights  of  history  and 
experience.  Lict  us  follow  the  course  whicn  has 
led  other  nations  to  greatness ;  it  will  be  time  to 
prefer  theory  to  fact,  to  adopt  the  dreams  of  spec- 
ulative writen,  when  we  shall  have  discovered 
that  the  principles  which  make  others  rich,  will 
impoverish  us:  that  the  path  which  conducts 
others  to  wealth  and  power,  will  lead  us  to  pov- 
erty and  colonial  dependence.  In  a  word,  that  if 
we  sell  more  than  we  buy,  if  our  income  exceeds 
our  expenditure,  we  are  ruined.  That,  if  the  far- 
mer buys  his  goods  from  those  who  buy  his  pro- 
duce, and  gives  it  a  value  at  home  which  it  has 
not  abroad,  he  pays  a  bounty  to  the  manufacturer. 
It  will  be  observed  that  this  bill  recommends  an 
additional  doty  on  cottons  from  beyond  the  Cape 
of  €k)od  Hope,  ai  seven  per  cent,  and  of  ten  on 
silks.  It  was  done  for  these  reasons:  that  the 
countries  whence  these  articles  are  imported  con- 
sume* none  of  our  raw  materials,  afford  no  market 
for  our  produce,  employ  none  of  the  labor,  and 
exhaust  the  specie  ot  the  country.  It  is  but  fair 
ihttZ  a  preference  should  be  given  to  the  fiibrios  of 
those  nations  who  receive  from  us  something  in 
return.  There  was  an  additional  reason  why  the 
committee  thought  it  best  to  make  this  discrimi- 
nation. It  is  a  matter  of  serious  complaint  that 
the  duties  imposed  by  the  French  Government  on 
American  tonnage  have  nearly  destroyed  our  com- 
merce with  France.  It  is  now  said  to  be  cheaper 
to  send  a  cargo  there  in  a  French  ship  and  pay 
freight,  than  in  one  of  ours  and  pay  none ;  the 
differenee  of  the  duties  and  charges  is  estimated 
at  about  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  a 
voyage.  This  is  another  consequence  of  the  peace 
in  Europe ;  every  nation  is  now  desirous  of  re- 
claiming^ its  own  commerce,  of  carrying  its  own 
productions,  and  bringing  back  the  articles  it 
wants.  We  have  liad  the  carrying  trade  of  the 
world;  the  protection  of  our  flag  was  wanted; 


now  every  flag  protects  itself;  the   commeree  - 
other  nations  will  be  increased  at   the  expen;^  ■.. 
ours.    Regulations  which  are    to    produce  ri 
effect  cannot  be  called  hostile  or  unfriendly:  tl*t;. 
result  from  the  desire  which  all    Ooremc'-Lf 
ought  to  feel  of  protecting  their  own  intere!'  it 
is  equally  vain  for  us  to  expect  our  commem  '^ 
be  what  it  has  been,  as  that  me  nntions  of  Ear:? 
will  give  ours  a  preference  to  their  own ;  {vt^ 
are  maxims  reserved  for  our  adoption.)    How  n 
shape  our  course  of  l^islation  on  this  subject  ic  2 
matter  of  eiAreme  difficulty.    Commitlees  of  tif 
House  have  different  plans ;  a  system  of  oomma- 
cial  warfare  is  recommended,  m   the  hoipe  tiia: 
France  will  relax  in  hers.     We  have  though c  i: 
safest  to  make  an  appeal,  not  to  her  Aatn,  hot  u> 
her  interest ;  to  five  her  a  peace  aikring  by  pre- 
ferrinff  hers  to  the  fabrics  ot  Indi^  ntber  Uimb  to 
provoke  by  excluding  her  ships  from  wtr  ports. 
As  it  affects  merely  the  manaftctoresof  the  oomi- 
try,  the  latter  would  be  the  course  to  be  jiiiisued ; 
for  if,  in  the  prosecution  of  this  war  oClegt^tion, 
she  should  exclude  our  cotttm,  the  rusen  of  it 
will  join  us  in  creating  a  market  at  hone    b 
thus  recommending  the  measure  which  is  opposed 
to  the  interest  of  those  for  whose  exclusive  beaeit 
the  committee  are  said  to  be  acting,  we  hope  t? 
avoid  the  imputation  of  hostility  to  commeacf. 
The  navi^tion  acts  on  your  table  are  bold  oet- 
sures,  designed  to  compel  the  two  most  pomrfo! 
nations  of  Europe  to  give  up  their  favoritp  .sys- 
tems of  commercial  and  colonial   policy,  net  tiie 
expedients  of  yesterday  or  the  moment,  butseffki 
matured,  and  acted  on  for  more  than  a  coim^ : 
which  have  entered  into  all  their  tAroriie  jbms of 
commercial  and  naval  ffreatness.     In  suci  a  cod- 
test  there  is  much  risked ;  if  these  measmes  pro- 
duce  the  desired  effect,  I  shall  not  be  aaioog  ^^ 
last  to  rejoice ;  but  if  they  fail,  if,  instead  of  av- 
ing  they  destroy  your  commerce ;  if,  inslcsd  d 
producing  a  reluation,  they  only  add  ri^  to  tkf 
regulations  they  are  intended  to  couatenctjitshMU 
not  be  charged  on  the  Committee  of  Maanncforef 
that  it  was  a  part  of  their  system.   H»d  these 
navigation  acts  emanated  from  us,  JirH  kaew 
the  clamor  which  would  have  beta  eicited:  as 
they  have  come  from  the  Commere^  CoDnoiUee, 
they  will  be  hailed  by  the  mercaatile  lateRSts  as 
the  means  of  restoring  commerce,  and  I  hope  tbcr 
may  nrove  so;  but,  having  a  diflereat  opiaioE. 
fearful  that  this  measure  would  recc»l  upon  us. 
destroyinff  what  it  was  intended  to  siiTe,  ve  Invf 
inserted  this  feature  in  the  bill.    A  duty  oif5fer 
cent,  is  proposed  on  linen  and  a  ntinimvof  ^. 
cents.    The  rate  proposed  by  the  Oommittte  C' 
Ways  and  Means  in  1816,  was  20;  itwasfiic^ 
at  15.    This  is  one  of  the  most  im|»ortant  it£c< 
of  domestic  consumption ;  flax,  the  raw  roaterii 
raised  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  is  not  an  anic:^ 
of  export  to  any  extent ;  linen  is  one  of  the  m< 
favored  manufactures  of  England,    it  psp  r 
excise  for  home  consumption;  and  the  Ootad- 
ment  pays  a  custom-house  bounty  of  25  per  eat- 
(on  coarse  fabrics)  when    exported.     WocSas 
and  plain  cottons  receive  none :  the  duty  on  ibem. 
therefore,  operates  for  the  double  pmrpose  of  Ttv- 
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nue  and  a  preference  of  ours  over  the  imported 
article.  But,  as  to  linen,  the  present  duty  only 
operates  as  a  tax  on  our  own  consumption,  being 
10  per  cent,  less  than  the  British  export  bounty ; 
affording,  contrary  to  all  principles  of  a  wise 
policy,  a  decided  preference  for  a  foreign  manu- 
facture. It  is  impossible  to  imagine  any  sound 
reason  for  leaving  this  most  important  article  so 
wholljT  unprotected.  In  the  present  tariff^  if  the 
committee  hare  erred,  it  is  in  not  proposing  a  still 
higher  rate. of  duty  j  on  coarse  linen  it  onlv  equals 
the  bounty;  and  tlien,  so  far  as  respects  tne  com- 
petition with  our  fabrics,  makes  it  duty  free ;  on 
the  finer,  it  has  some  small  operation  as  a  protect- 
ing duty.  This  increase  ol  duty  on  linen  has 
caused  much  complaint.  The  House  will  now 
judge  with  what  reason  this  bill  is  called  an 
extravagant  one.  The  other  objections,  when 
examined,  will  be  found  to  have  no  more  founda- 
tion than  this. 

The  next  clause  proposes  a  duty  of  30  p«r  cent, 
on  silk  from  India,  20  from  other  places :  it  now 
pays  15.    No  good  reason  could  be  discovered  :for 
so  low  a  rate ;  it  is  an  article  used  mostly  by  the 
rich ;  there  is  less  danger  of  smugfiUng  than  on 
most  others ;  it  is  imported  only  inlarge  and  val- 
uable ships,  and,  if  trom  India,  is  allowed  to  be 
landed  only  in  specified  ports.    A  very  inteUig^t 
merchant  trom  Boston  recommended  a  duty  of  33 
per  cent,  on  all  kinds,  from  every  country  alike : 
there  will  probabljr  be  no  objection  to  the  propoeed 
increase.    Kaw  silk  is  made  duty  firee  in  this, 
though  in  the  present,  tariff  it  paid  the  same : duty 
as  the  manufactured.    Printed  books  are  at  35^ 
the  same  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Dallas  in  18:16 ;. they 
pay  15  at  present.    Paper  and  leath^— *lhe  raw 
materials  are  now  at  30 ;  the  manufactured  article 
should  be  higher,  as  it  g^ves  employment  tomueih 
of  the  labor  and  a  mauet  for  many  of  the  prod- 
ucts of  the  country.    If  imported  for  colleges,  dtc., 
they  are  duty  free  ^  if  for  common  sale,  they  are  a 
most  important  article  of  consumption,  and,  like 
others,  should  be  made  at  home ;  if  for  mere  amuse- 
ment or  works  of  taste,  th^  are  fair  subjects  of 
revenue :  none  can  better  af&rd  to  pay  taxes  than 
men  of  leisure  and  wealth.     If  any  gentleman 
thinks  a  discrimination  ought  to  be  maoe,  so  as  to 
impose  a  lower  rate  of  duty  on  works  oi  science 
and  literature,  there  will  be  no  obtjection.     The 
other  items  in  this  clause  are  genemlly  at  35  per 
cent. — the  .same  as  recommended  by  Mr.  Dallas — 
and  in  the  present  taciff  are  rated  at  30.    The 
House  will  thus  perceive,  that  on  artides  |Miyifig 
an  ad  valorem  duty,  the  proposed  incsease  is  gcn- 
erally.from  5  to  10  per  cent    If  the  only  protection 
offered  bythis  bill  to  the  natiqnal  industry  consist- 
ed in  the  mere  rate  of  duties,  they  wiU  be  found 
not  to  come  up -to  what  are  generally  called  pro- 
Uctwg^  but  would  be  justified  tor  the  mere  purpose 
of  rmmue.    The  committee  wese  sensible  that  if 
all  the  protection  necessary  was  in  the  imposition 
of  high  duties,  that  the  cry  of  extravagance  and 
smuggling  might  defeat  their  measures.     They 
have  thought  the  object  could  be  better  accom- 
plished W. adding  such  provisions  to  the  biU  as 
would  e^tually  secure  the  collection  of  the  du- 


ties imposed,  and  so  to  apportion  them  as  to  pro- 
duce not  only  revenue  by  the  conau^^»tion,  but  be 
in  some  meaaure  a  discrimination  between  the  for- 
eign and  domestic  manufacture.  In  this  view  we 
hope  that  all  will  concur. 

•The  mode  of  ascertaining  the  value  of  goods  on 
which  a  duty  is  to  be  assessed,  has  he&k  attended 
with  much  offlcolty— .an  almost  constant  war  be- 
tween the  merohants  and  the  officers  of  the  cus- 
toms, and  has  been  oflen  changed.  The  original 
mode  of  ascertaining  the  value  "at  the  time  and 
place  of  importation,"  prescribed  bj  the  act  of 
1790,  was  the  fairest  and  most  equitable ;  as  an 
ad  valorem  duty,  it  was  in  fact  what  it  purported 
to  be — so  much  per  cent,  on  the  value.  But,  as  a 
different  standard  of  valuation  has  long  since  been 
adopted,  it  was  thought  best  not  so  much  to  alter 
as  to  modify  it.  The  mode  proposed  in  this  bill 
has  been  pursued ;  but  the  CommiUee  are  not-te- 
nacious on  this  point.  There  is,  however,  one 
feature  in  this  clause  which  is  deemed  of  iimnite 
importance  to  the  manufacturing  interests,  imd 
which  the  House  must  indulge  me  with  explain- 
ing. It  is  the  addition  to  the  valuation  of  all  draw- 
backs, bounties,  premiums,  and  allowances,  which 
are  paid  by  foreign  Governments  on  exportation, 
and  aasesaing  the  ad  valorem  duty  on  the  aggre- 
gate value  thus  ascertained.  It  is  somewhat  sin- 
gular that  our  aystem  of  imports,  which  is  avow- 
edly for  the  double  purpose  of  revenue  and  the 
protection  of  our  own  manufaetures,  should  have 
overlodked  this  provision,  which  is  indispensable 
for  the  latter.  The  House  will  at  once  perc^ve 
that,  if  the  foreign  export  bounty  equals  our  im- 
post .duty,  an  ithe  same  article,  tlie  ivAy  is  osly  a 
tax  on  the  consumption  of  our  own  citizens;  the 
foreign  article  comes  into  the  mavket  on  the  same 
terms  as  the  domestic ;  this  is  fully  exemplified  in 
the  article  of  linen.  The  British  Uovernment  pay 
the  exporter  25  per  cent,  bounty ;  ours,  charging 
the  importer  25  per  cent,  import  duty,  itthenoe  be- 
comes duty  free.  At  the  present  «uty  of  15  per 
cent,  the  impocter  has  a  clear  pofitof  10  per  cent, 
after  paying  our  duty.  This  is  certainly  leit- 
handed  protection  to  manufactures.  Hmoe  it  is. 
that,  without  inquiry  into  the  cause,  we  are  tola 
you  are  unreasonahle ;  no  duties  wm  satisfy  you. 
The  great  reason  why  many  of  the  present  ones 
are  incompetent  is.  that  they  are  checked  and  ren- 
dered uaavaihug  by  this  artful  and  masterly  sys- 
tem of  boimities  and  drawbacks.  It  is  th«  true 
secret  by  which  to  account  for  the  immense  wealth 
iMid  power  of  a  nation  whose  population. but  little 
exceeds  our  own.  She  is  too  wise  to  trust  to  im- 
posts as  the  sole  source  of  revenue — commands 
ner  own  oonaumption,  draws  the  chief  support  of 
her  Groveniment  by  an  excise  on  her  manufac- 
tures ;  they  afford  materials  and  open  new  sources 
of  commerce ;  her  system  of  bounties  enables  her 
to  undersell  other  nations  in  their  own  ports,  while 
her  political  eoanomtsts  mislead  us  by  their  specu- 
lative and  ruinous  theories.  The  article  ^  linen 
fully  illustrates  her  pdicy.  Though  her  tax^and 
expenses  are  enormously  oppressive  on  the  pecq^e^ 
yet  the  makers  of  linen  pay  none,  no  excise  en 
their  materials  or  manufacture ;  to  eneourage  this 
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fdbric,  which  unites  the  three  great  interests  of  ag- 
ricnltare,  commerce,  and  manufactures,  she  wisely 
apportions  the  burdens  of  her  Grovemment  so  as  to 
leaye  Uiis  unembarrassed.  This  accounts  for  the 
cheapness  of  the  article  at  home,  and,  added  to  the 
enormous  bounty  on  the  export,  gives  the  true  rea- 
son for  underselling  us.  Let  the  British  abolish 
this  system,  let  an  article  pay  the  same  price  for 
home  consumption  as  for  eicportation,  it  will  then 
be  seen  there  is  not  much  difference  between  man- 
ufacturing here  and  there.  One  article  pays  an 
enormous  excise,  another  none ;  let  them  be  equal- 
ized, and  neither  have  an  export  bounty,  in  the 
aggrc^te  it  will  be  found  that  we  could  meet 
them  in  market,  if  not  without  any,  with  a  small 
rate  of  protecting  duty.  Let  cottons,  woollens, 
and  linens,  pay  the  same  excise  as  glass,  beer,  and 
spirits,  and  cost  to  the  consumer  in  this  country  as 
much  as  they  do  in  England,  you  would  be  called 
on  for  little  further  protection  to  our  industry.  The 
manufacture  of  these  articles  pays  no  part  of  the 
expenses  of  their  Qovemment,  is  burdened  with 
no  taxes,  because  they  are  the  sources  of  their 
greatness,  the  machinery  by  which  they  draw  to 
themselves  the  resources  of'^  all  nations  who  pur- 
chase them^  retaining  us,  their  commercial,  naval, 
and  political  rivals,  in  a  state  of  colonial  vassalage.  It 
would  be  rig[ht  and  fair  to  aim  at  once  at  this  sys- 
tem, by  adding  to  the  ad  valorem  a  specific  duty 
Muai  to  the  bounty  paid,  and  drawback  of  excise 
allowed  on  the  exportation.  Then  our  duties  might 
be  called  protecting  ones,  and  be  said  to  afford  effi- 
cient protection  to  our  manufactures;  then  the 
competition  would  be,  on  national  and  individual 
grounds,  a  fair  one;  but  the  committee,  aware 
that  this  is  the  first  attempt  to  introduce  such  a 
principle  into  our  code,  that  it  would  not  be  pru- 
dent to  attempt  too  much  at  once,  only  propose 
to  consider  the  bounty  and  drawlMck  as  a  part  of 
the  original  cost  on  which  the  duty  is  to  be  as- 
sessed. To  exemplify  this — on  linen  a  duty  of  ^ 
par  cent  would  only  counteract  the  bounty ;  we 
recommend  the  addition  of  only  one-fourth  of  that 
amount.  It  is  not  to  introduce  a  war  of  legisla- 
tion^ but  in  some  measure  to  countervail  the  asso- 
ciation of  their  system ;  increased  duties  will  be 
imperative  when  they  are  evaded  by  increased 
bounties. 

I  hope  these  principles  will  meet  the  approbation 
of  the  llouse;  if  they  do  not,  all  our  laws  will  be 
vain ;  we  had  better  say  at  once  to  those  who  want 
protection, "  let  thinffs  regulate  themselves."  If 
It »  proper  to  act  at  ul,  we  must  act  efficiently ; 
the  interests  of  our  country  are  assailed  by  an  ene- 
my deep  in  his  designs^^  persevering  in  their  execu- 
tion, ffovemed  by  a  spirit  ever  awake  and  watch- 
ful, deterred  by  no  opposition,  subdued  by  no 
difficulties— -the  wisdom  and  the  resources  of  a 
mighty  empire  directed  to  one  great  object,  the 
supply  of  foreign  nations  with  the  articles  of  con- 
sumption. Great  as  she  is,  we  can  meet  her  in  open 
war,  can  beat  her  on  the  land,  the  water,  and  in 
the  Cabinet,  but  succumb  in  legislation ;  become 
the  dupes  of  her  policy,  quietly  indifferent  to  the 
exhaustion  of  our  resources,  which  flow  to  her  in 
one  constant  increasing  current.    Our  dependence 


on  her  almost  daily  increasing,  she  exalting  in  ii- 
successful  operations  of  her  policy,  reeved  fr.: 
the  expense  of  governing  us,  enjoying'  all  the  bes^ 
fits  we  could  afford  her  as  colonies. 

When  other  interests  are  endangered  by  forrsi 
powers  or  regulation^  you  are  not  backward  is.  y- 
sisting  them  at  the  risk  of  a  war ;  if  a  ship  or  can: 
is  seized,  a  seaman,  native  or  naturalized^  im- 
pressed, or  discriminating  duties  imposed  on  Li- 
nage, you  do  not  leave  things  to  "  regulate  thesi- 
selves;"   every  thing   is  protected,   every  thii:^ 
defended,  but  manufactures — ^these  alone  arc  ol- 
worthy  of  national  protection.    Decrees  and  ordf?< 
in  council  that  embarrass  commerce  are  not  sui- 
fered  to  operate  unmolested,  but  a  system  of  boac- 
ties  and  drawbacks,  destructive  not  onJy^  of  inter- 
ests equally  important,  but  in  their  coDsequences 
involving  all  m  one  common  destmetioB,  are 
practically  opposed  only  by  the  hrorite  maiim^ 
leave  us  alone,  let  them  regulate  tiiemsdres.    I 
hope  we  shall  extend  it  to  all,  or  be  eoasisientaad 
apply  it  to  none.    We  are  independent  in  name, 
have  the  powers  of  self-government,  hot  tamely 
content  ourselves  with  being  dependent  on  om 
rival  for  articles  of  necessity  and  the  means  cf 
defence.    We  cannot  clothe  or  arm  our  soldi^ 
build  or  equip  a  navy,  without  procuring  frcm 
England  the  means.    National  pride  and  bcsor 
ought  to  revolt  at  the  degrading  reflection.  U^ 
to  see  the  day  when,  in  full  command  of  our  ccio- 
sumption  ana  means  of  defence,  our  resources  re- 
tained at  home,  our  great  interests  safe  from  for- 
eign competition,  we  shall  be  in  fact,  as  well  ts  in 
name,  free  and  independent  States.    This  ccc- 
summation  will  not  be  brought  about  bj  Mdin^ 
our  arms  and  leaving  the  industry  of  tbe  coontry 
to  rejgulate  itself.    It  was  not  thus  that,  in  tbe  first 
Punic  war,  you  emerged  from  colonial  dependence ; 
that,  in  the  second,  you  successfully  defended  joc 
dearest  national  rights.    Before  'we  can  be  what 
our  resources  enable  us  to  attain,  you  ma^t  W2ze 
the  third  Punic  war,  not  of  arms,  but  oflegid^oou; 
assail  our  rival  where  she  is  vulnerable,  is  tbe 
source  of  our  greatest  danger;   her  spttm  of 
bounties,  drawbacks,  and  premiums,  and  m  her 
manufactures,  where  the  Congress  of  1 774  assailed 
her;  go  at  kast  as  far  as  self<lefence  wiU  anthoi- 
ize — protect  our  own. 

The  bill  proposes  an  additional  duty  on  hemp 
of  twenty  dollars  per  ton ;  it  was  deemed  necessary 
that,  for  an  article  of  the  first  necessity,  withoa: 
which  we  could  neither  build  nor  equip  a  ship,  ire 
should  not  be  dependent,  as  we  now  are,  fa  ^^ 
supply  on  foreign  nations.  In  case  of  a  w.&U 
our  naval  preparations  might  be  suspended  mitil  t: 
could  be  produced  here.  It  is  so  essential  for  na- 
tional defence,  that  we  must  command  enouf  h  fci 
our  own  consumption.  Viewed  as  an  affricmtural 
production,  which  was  formerly  raised  in  gres" 
quantities  in  the  Western  States,  but  which  hiu 
been  destroyed  by  foreign  competition,  or  is » 
manufacture,  it  equally  deserves  protection ;  31 1 
time  when  our  provisions,  excluded  from  fon'^ 
markets,  do  not  command  a  price  which  pays  ^^ 
expense  of  cultivation,  when  the  agriculture  of 
the  country  is  as  depre^ed  as  its  manufactmvs,  ii 
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needs  at  least  so  mach  protection  as  to  enable  it  to 
compete  with  foreign  productions.    These  reasons, 
it  is  hoped,  will  exempt  the  duty  on  this  item  from 
the  charge  of  hostility  to  aericmtare.    Thk  article 
now  pays  a  duty  of  thirty  dollars  a  ton,  the  whole- 
sale price  of  wnich  is  two  hundred  and  forty  dol- 
lars, equal  to  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent  ad  valo- 
rem ;  the  proposed  increase  will  be  twenty-one  per 
cent.     If  considered  as  a  manufactured  article,  es- 
sential for  consumption  and  defence,  it  is  hoped 
that  the  propriety  of  the  increased  duty  will  be 
apparent,  as  it  can  be  raised  to  an  amount  far  be- 
yond the  demand ;  the  domestic  competition  will 
make  the  increased  price  on  the  imported  article 
but  temporary.    The  same  apply  to  the  additional 
duty  on  cotton,  and  the  further  one,  which  must 
meet  with  general  assent,  that,  if  the  manufactu- 
rers of  cotton  supply  the  country  with  their  fabrics, 
they  ou^ht  to  use  our  own  raw  material,  and  not 
import  It  from  India.    The  cotton  planters  must 
not  indulge  in  fancied  security.    In  1817,  the  for- 
eign cdtton  imported  and  consumed  in  the  United 
States  was  1,700,000  pounds;  in  1818,  4,000,000: 
in  1819^  it  amounted  to  6,700,000;  when  they  find 
it  thus  mcreasing,  and  France  and  England  im- 
posing hiffh  duties  on  its  importation,  Uiey  ouj^ht 
to  be  awi3cened  to  the  necessity  of  at  least  secunng 
the  domestic  market,  not  trusting  entirely  to  the 
foreign.    The  day  may  not  be  very  distant,  when 
they  will  find  from  experience  that  their  favorite 
maxim  of  ^  let  us  alone"  will  apply  as  little  to  agri- 
culture as  it  now  does  practically  to  commerce. 

I  now  come  to  two  items  on  which  the  House 
will  not  only  expect,  but  require  me  to  say  some- 
thing— glass  and  iron;  one  infinitely  interesting 
tothe  district,  ihe  other  to  the  State  I  represent. 
It  is  best  not  to  mince  matters,  but  to  speak  plainly. 
This  has  been  called  a  Pittsburg,  a  cut-glass  bill, 
locsd,  partial  in  its  oijeiations;  and  I  hare  been 
chared  with  framing  it  from  interested  motives. 
GrenUemen  had  better  be  cautious  how  they  use 
the  word  Pittsburg  as  a  name  of  reproach ;  it  may 
be  like  the  term  whig — one  of  pride,  and  not  of 
disgrace.    I  tell  the  Ho'jse  frankly,  that  I  have  not 
lost  sight  of  the  interest  of  Pittsburg,  and  would 
never  perjure  myself  if  I  had;  but  the  charges 
shall  be  met  plainly,  and  if  you  are  not  convinced 
that  the  interests  of  that  place  are  identified  with 
the  nation ;  that  cut  glass  can  be  defended  on  na- 
tional grounds,  then  I  agree  that  Pittsburg,  its 
Representative,  its  favorite  manufacture^  and  the 
tarifi*,  may  go  tosether.    I  will  rest  the  whole  bill 
on  this  item,  and  freely  admit  that  the  increase  of 
duty  on  glaf»,  plain,  not  cut,  is  among  the  greatest 
proposed.    In  selecting  articles  worthy  of  national 
protection,  none  are  more  eminently  deserving  of 
it  than  those,  the  raw  materials  ot  which  are  of 
no  value  for  exportation ;  the  conversion  of  which 
into  articles  for  use,  produces  sometlung  out  of 
nothing — turns  into  manufactures  of  th^  greatest 
value  and  brauty  the  worthless  produce  of  the 
earth — ^furnishes  a  market  for  the  productions  of 
the  farmer — gives  employment  not  only  to  labor- 
ing men,  but  boys  who  would  otherwise  contract 
habits  of  idleness  and  vice.    The  foreign  material 
btturs  to  the  manufactured  article  the  proportion  of 


twenty-five  cents  to  one  hundred  dollars ;  the  rest 
is  the  product  of  our  own  soil :  small  quantities  of 
ashes,  and  lead,  the  principal  materialr-^and,  which 
is  fit  for  no  other  purpose,  not  even  to  make  mor- 
tar— stone  coal,  the  machinery.    In  the  days  of 
our  prosperity  we  have  made  to  the  amount  of  a 
quarter  of  a  million  of  dollars  worth  in  a  year.    It 
was  so  much  money  extracted  from  the  bowels  of 
the  earth  by  the  labor  of  hundreds,  adding  to  the 
wealth  and  comfort  of  all  within  the  sphere  of  its 
action.    Now  we  make,  I  may  say,  none.    Will 
gentlemen  tell  me  who  has  profited  by  the  change — 
the  farmer,  the  laborer,  our  country,  or  the  foreign 
manufacturer?    Plain  glass  now  pays  an  impost 
duty  of  twenty  per  centum ;  it  is  proposed  to  raise 
it,  and  make  it  specific,  ten  cents  a  pound.    In 
England  the  impost  duty  amounts  to  a  prohibition  > 
made  there,  it  pays  for  home  consumption  an  ex- 
cise of  £A  18«.  sterling  on  the  100  weight— on  ex- 
portation  there  is  a  drawback  of  the  excise,  and  a 
custom  bounty  of  one  pound  five  shillings  sterling, 
making  in  all  six  pound  three  shillings,  equal  to 
twenty-eight  cents  a  pound  between  the  price  to 
the  consumer  in  England  and  here.    The  custom- 
house bounty  alone  amounts  to  near  six  cents  a 
pound ;  and  from  this  document,  taken  from  the 
custom-house  in  Boston,  it  appears  that,  in  an  in- 
voice amounting  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
pounds  in  value,  the  British  bounty  amounts  to 
one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  our  import  duty 
of  twenty  per  cent,  to  one  hundred  and  fourteen, 
leaving  a  clear  profit  of  six  (follars.    With  the  ad- 
dition of  the  excise  drawback  on  an  invoice  of 
five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  sterling,  the  importer, 
after  paying  all  export  duties,  freight,  insurance, 
commission,  and  all  charges,  makes  a  clear  profit 
of  fifty-one  pounds.    Has  not  this  article  peculiar 
claims  on  us  for  protection  ?    The  present  duty  is 
a  mere  tax  on  the  consumer ;  it  operates  as  no  dis- 
crimination between  ours  and  the  industry  of  other 
foreign  naticms,  but  leaves  it  to  stru^le  against 
the  effects  of  a  positive  premium  on  importation. 
The  proposed  increase  will  not,  as  a  protecting 
duty,  amount  to  more  than  twenty  per  cent,  ad 
valorem ;  on  cut  fflass  it  is  only  proposed  to  add 
five  per  cent.;  the  duty  b  now  thirty.    I  am  aware 
of  objections  to  the  duty  on  plain  glass,  and  am 
sorry  to  find  them  come  irom  manufacturers,  glass 
cutters,  not  makers,  but  importers  of  plain  ^ass, 
who  are  not  satisfied  with  thirty  per  cent,  on  cut 
glass,  and  represent  plain  as  a  raw  material,  which 
ought  to  be  duty  tree.    In  Pittsburg  it  is  both 
made  and  cut.  and  the  House  will  judffe  who  is 
most  actuated  oy  national  principles,  which  plan 
adds  most  to  the  sum  of  national  wealth,  industry, 
and  resources.    Gentlemen  are  mistaken  in  sup- 
posing mine  an  iron  making — ^it  is  an  iron  buying, 
iron  consuming  district.    Tne  time  has  been  when 
six  thousand  tons  were  purchased  annually,  not  one 
of  which  was  made  in  the  district ;  but  to  tne  State 
of  Pennsylvania  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance ;  it 
is  her  staple  manufacture ;  to  the  nation  the  all 
essential  article  for  private  consumption  and  pub- 
lic defence.    It  ought  to  be  less  interesting  to  us, 
whether  it  requires  protection,  whether  the  estab- 
lishments for  its  manufacture  are  declining  or 
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prosperoos,  we  can  and  must  suppl}^  ourselves. 
Erery  part  of  the  Union  abounds  with  the  raw 
material;  it  is  perfectly  worthless  for  all  other 
purposes — ^not  fit  for  roads.    The  working  of  it 
not  only  employs  much  of  the  labor,  but  furnishes 
a  market  for  much  of  the  produce  of  our  soil. 
These  good  effects  are  not  confined  to  a  small 
space.    An  instance  of  this  occurs  in  the  fact  that 
the  iron  works  in  the  interior  of  our  State  are  sup- 
plied with  bacon  from  Kentucky.     The  remark  is 
true  of  this,  as  of  all  other  manufactures,  that  the 
farmer  is  among  those  who  derive  the  most  profit 
from  their  success.    It  is  a  matter  of  most  perfect 
astonishment  that  so  important  an  article  should 
have  been  not  only  so  perfectly  and  wantonly 
abandoned  by  the  present  tariff,  but  pointedly  se- 
lected for  reprobation  by  a  strange  policy,  which, 
whilst  it  raised  the  duties  on  most  other  articles, 
reduced  that  on  iron  nearly  one  hundred  per  cent. 
Fnmi  1804  until  1815,  it  was  at  seventeen  and  an 
half  per  cent.,  and  until  1816,  at  fifteen — a  duty 
which  might  have  been  sayed  these  interesting 
establishments,  thus  apparently  destroyed  by  de- 
sign.   Pigs  and  castings,  in  1816,  paid  fifteen  per 
cent,  ad  valorem ;  bar  iron  nine  dollars  per  ton, 
equal  to,  say  nine  per  cent,  ad  valoicm ;  m  1818. 
the  duties  were  increased  to  fifty  cents  a  hundred 
on  pigs,  seventy-five  on  castings  and  bar  iron.    In 
this  House  it  was  raised  to  twenty  dollars  a  ton 
by.  a  majority  of  forty-seven,  but  reduced  in  the 
Sei^ate  to  fiiceen.    Had  the  duty  been  a  propor- 
tionate one  in  1816,  a  rate  lower  than  me  one 
now  proposed  would  have  been  sufi&cient  to  have 
iniored  a  domestic  supply ;  but  the  reports  of  the 
Treasury  present  i^s  with  facts  which  call  for  im- 
mediate and  efficient  interference.    In  1818,  the 
iniportation  of  bar  iron  exceeded  sixteen  thou- 
fiafi4<tons;  in  1819,  it  amounted  to  near  twenty 
thousand.    The  decrease  of  ad  valorem  importa- 
tions in  this  year  has  exceeded  $19,000,000,  while 
the  increase  of  bar  iron  has  been  near  four  thousand 
tons.    Comparing  it  with  cotton,  there  are  many 
more  national  reasons  for  its  protection :  the  mate- 
rials of  one  can  be  exported,  out  the  other  cannot ; 
we  send  out  of  the  country  near  $2,000,000  an- 
nually, for  an  article  we  could  make  at  home,  and 
out  of  materials  perfectly  worthless  in  themselves. 
The  rate  of  duty  is  not  unreasonable  in  itself,  or 
disproportionate  to  other  items  in  this  bill  or  the 
old  tariff.    On  the  first  of  this  month  the  whole- 
sale price  of  it  was^  according  to  the  New  York 
and  rhiladelphia  prices  current,  from  one  hundred 
to  one  hundred  and  ten  dollars  a  ton.    Calculating 
on  the  price  at  the  place  of  importation,  the  fair- 
est mode  of  fixing  an  ad  valorem  duty,  it  would  be 
only  twenty-five  per  cent.,  the  same  as  on  cottons 
and  woollens  now,  and  eight  per  cent,  less  than  is 
proposed — five  less  than  on  leather  and  paper,  in 
the  present,  and  ten  less  than  is  proposed  m  this 
bill  on  the  former.    Considering  it  as  an  article 
abandoned  in  the  former  tariff— uiat  what  will  re- 
store the  declining  will  not  reanimate  the  dead — 
that,  in  the  embarrassment  and  distress  of  the  last 
year,  the  importations   have  rapidly  increased, 
while  others  diminish,  I  confidently  hope  that,  in 
affording  to  this  a  protection  equal  to  other  arti- 1 


cles,  no  objection  will  or  can  be  made  bv  ly 
who  profess  to  be  friendly  to  the  system. 

Iron  is  certainly  an  article  of  necessity,  bj:  ^" 
more  so  than  clotning.    It  is  called  a  raw  om:- 
rial ;  we  would  as  soon  apply  this  term  to :  ^i. 
of  cotton  yarn  or  a  piece  of  broad  cloth.  !:• 
word  raw  material  is  strangely  misondcrx.jc 
The   glass-cutter   calls    i^in    glass;  the  t^ 
founder  pi^s ;  the  rope-maker  hemp  and  flai;  .i 
copper-smith  and    brazier   brass   and  copper  iz 


sheets  and  still  bottoms,  raw  materials ;  wbilr  il-. 
makers  of  these  articles  call  them  maou&cm':^ 
and  petition  for  protection.     I   believe  the  i^*- 
rule  is  to  consider  that  which  is  takxn  frou  (k 
earth  as  the  raw  material,  and  every  chanfe  ib  ii 
form  or  value,  by  labor,  as  a  manumetnre,  e^oaiij 
entitled  to  encouragement.     It    is  eertauir  cm 
policy  to  affi)rd  it  to  every  thing  whidt  can  be 
made  at  home,  especially  when   the  matmi  C2n 
never  become  an  article  of  export;  tke  ezteot  o/' 
the  protection  to  be  regulated   byiheaaumfiiof 
importation— the  deficiency  of  revcaiK  !«ppl\e^ 
by  an  excise  on  the  manufactufe  protected.  Tkr 
increased  ddty  on  molasses  has  excited  mncli  op- 
position and  some  feeling  of  those  who  seem :. 
consider  it  partial  and  opjjressive.     I  imist  ask  a 
candid  review  of  the  {Nrinciple  on  which  this  b:L 
has  been  framed,  the  situation  in  'which  the  (Sio- 
mittee  has  been  placed,  and,  with  an  asssaac-' 
that  no  feelings  of  mine  can  be  gratified  ^  has- 
ing  hard  on  my  native  country,  b^  them  u  kak 
at  this  item  on  national  grounds.     Pressed  vRh 
petitions  from  every  class  of  manulactare&,  piy- 
mg  for  high. duties  on  foreign    articles  wtuen 
interfered  with  theirs;  sensible    that  unxthm 
ought  to  be  done,  yet  beset  with  difficulties  ob  aii 
sides,  unaided  and  alone,  we  'were  thrawi  ca  a 
forlorn  hope.    A  partial,  local  systeni  woold  baTP 
insured  its  own  defeat ;  a  general  ooe  misbt  im- 
pair the  revenue.    To  avoid  that,  to  shape  or 
course  to  meet  the  interests  of  a  nation  so  widely 
extended  as  this,  one  mi^ht  almost  say  twmity- 
two  different  nations,  divided  at  least  mtt^riei^ 
sections,  some  engaged  almost  ezclnsivdrioi^- 
culture,  some  in  ccnnmercial  and  meDB&ctnnDg 
pursuits,  and  some  in  all,  was  atteoM  with  an- 
common  trouble.    We  are  not   disapipcHate^  in 
finding  other  motives  attributed  to  us,  bat  dis- 
claimed, which  are  not  founded  on  the  gencRl 
principles  avowed  by  us.    In  proposing  incic^ 
duties  on  the  various  articles  in   this  bill,  tl^^' 
seemed  few,  if  any,  on  which  sonDany  ie8«B> 
could  be  brought  to  bear.     The  article  is  bcikr. 
cannot  be  smuggled,  and  aids  the  revenue.  The 
transportation  of  it  from  the  South  empko^^^ 
much  shippij^  as  from  the  West  Indies.    Ucaa- 
not  injure  commerce ;  still  less  so,  if  yoa  adiif i 
the  navigation  act  which  stops  the   intef«oars» 
with  the  British  islands.    View  it  as  a  produce  i"! 
the  soil  br  a  manufacture,  it  is  as  maeh  entiU^*^ 
to  protection  as  any  other.    This  bill   tends  t: 
essentially  aid  the  manufactures  of  the  .Norths 
and  Middle  States ;  it  is  but  fair  that  theysbt^^i 
exchange  than  for  the  productions  of  the  Soaa; 
buy  from  their  customers,  their  friends,  and  ccb- 
trymen.    As  an  article  of  domestic  consomptiot, 
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it  is  not  of  mocii  importance ;  to  a  family  wiiich 
consumes  twenty  gallons  in  a  year,  the  increased 
duty  is  one  dollar.  The  wages  of  the  child  em- 
ployed in  a  factory  pat  in  operation  by  this  bill, 
which  would  otherwise  be  idle,  would  pay  it  in 
two  days.  If  distilled,  and  the  spirits  expected, 
there  is  a  drawback  of  the  duty ;  if  for  home  con- 
sumption, the  fairness  of  the  duty  is  at  once  appa- 
rent. 

The  present  duty  on  a  gallon  of  the  lowest 
proof  rum  is  42  cents ;  if  distilled  from  molasses, 
it  now  pays  7^ ;  at  the  proposed  rate,  15 ;  there 
can  be  no  rational  reason  for  this  great  difference, 
when  an  article  of  consumption  is  made  from  a 
foreign  material  which  can  be  produced  at  home. 
If  the  domestic  product  is  encouraged,  the  spirit 
distilled  is  duty  tree.  With  these  strong  reasons, 
the  committee  could  not  overlook  this  article;  my 
mind  is  not  better  satisfied  with  any  one  in  the 
bill.  We  could  not,  with  any  justice  to  ourselves, 
recommend  to  the  House  a  system  which  shoulo 
not  embrace,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  interest  of 
all  alike;  it  is  in  vcun  to  expect  the  concurrence 
of  such  a  body  as  this  to  any  measure- of  partial 
operation.  Take  any  one  item  in  this  bill,  some 
part  of  the  country  will  object  to  it,  and  if  con- 
fined to  one  alone,  there  would  be  a  majority 
against  every  one. 

Gentlemen  must  look  ^  to  the  whole,  and  not 
confine  their  inquiries  to  what  bears  hard  on. sec- 
tional interest;  extend  them  to  the  benefits  de- 
rived ;  viewed  in  this  light,  the  balance  will  not 
be  .found  against  the  part  of  the  country  from 
which  the  opposition  to  this  duty  principally 
comes.  An  increased  duty  of  &re  eents>  a  bushel 
is  proposed  on  salt;  most  of  the  reasons  which 
apply  to  othets  will  to  this  article,  but  there  are 
some  which  do  so  exclusively ;  if  it  is  at  all  sound 
policy  to  command  the  consumption  of  our  arti- 
cles of  necessity,  it  is  emphatically  so  of  this, 
which  can  be  made. anywhere,  and  for  which,  in 
a  cessation  of  commercial  intercouise,  a  most  enor- 
mous price  is  imposed.  It  is  a  manufacture,  the 
raw  material  of  which  is  the  ocean,  the  principal 
machinery  the  fire ;  nature  does  the  greatest  part 
of  the  laltor.  It  is  an  important  item  of  revenue. 
The  present  price  in  the  interior  is  from  one  dollar 
to  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  bushel ;  on  the  sea- 
coast,  say  70  cents ;  it  is  said  that  such  a  duty 
should  be  laid  as  may  tend  in  some  measure  to 
equalize  the  cost  to  the  consumer.*  The  duty 
on  spirits  is  not  altered :  it  is  an  important  source 
of  revenue,  and  cannot  be  spaned ;  tne  present  rate 
is  high;  the  committee rwimd  to  have  increased 
it  to  nrohibitioa;  but  it  was.  not  in  their  province 
to  sidMEnit  an  excuse  to  supply,  the  deficit  of  reve- 
nue. We  vrell  know  that  to  take,  in  one  item, 
2,500,000  dollars  from  an  ahwady  exhausted  trea- 
sury, would  destroy  the  whole  bill;  yet  I  feel 
authorized  to  say  that  none  would  more  cheerfully 
concur  in  the  prohibition  of  foreign  spirits,  and 
an  excise  on  domestic,  than  the  Committee  of 


*  The  bouQtiea  on  the  fisheries  were  tneressed  by  an 
amendment  to  the  Mil,  36  per  cent.i  en  aceount  of  the 
incressed  dnty  on  salt. 


Manufactures.  It  may  be  proper  here  to  observe, 
that  that  committee  did  not  act  on  the  items  in  the 
bill  printed  in  italics,  except  brown  sugar  and  mo- 
lasses ;  this  list  was  furnished  to  us,  with  a  view 
to  revenue,  by  a  gentleman  whose  situation  brought 
that  subject  under  his  consideration ;  for  any  other 
purpose  we  have  no  anxiety  to  retain  them. 

The  fourth  section  allows  a  drawback  of  the 
duty  on  tin  and  copper  when  made  up  and  exported ; 
this  is  anew  feature  in  our  system,  but  deemed 
necessary  for  the  double  purpose  of  aiding  the 
manufactures  and  commerce  of  the  country.  It 
would  have  been  extended  to  other  articles,  but  it 
was  thought  better  not  to  make  the  bill  too  com- 
plicated, or  to  go  too  much  into  detail.  The  foun- 
dation once  laid,  it  can  be  built  on  hereafter.  The 
manufacture  of  these  articles  for  the  West  India 
market,  would  be  a  source  of  employment  to  our 
labor,  fltnd  profit  to  the  employer,  if  enabled  to  com- 
pete with  the  same  articles  made  and  imported  by 
others.  With  a  du  ty  of  twenty  per  cent,  our  work- 
men would  be  excluded ;  with  this  drawback,  they 
come  in  on  equal  terms.  These  articles  present 
the  commencement  of  a  system  which  we  must 
some  day  adopt,  and  which  will  make  the  founda- 
tion of  our  prosperity  unshaken.  It  consists  in 
imposing  such  an  import  duty  as  will  secure  us 
our  home  consumption ;  an  excise  on  consumption, 
(for  revenue ;)  on  the  exportation,  a  drawback  of 
excise  ;  thus  making  the  manufacture  of  one  ar- 
ticle exemplify  the  policy  and  all  the  great  objects 
of  Government  The  remainder  of  the  bill,  except 
the  dth  and  10th  sections,  is  copied  from  the  pres- 
ent law ;  those  sections  have  been  inserted  with 
the  sole  view  of  guarding  against  frauds  whidh 
exist  to  a  very  great  extent,  and  which,  if  not 
checked,  will  completely  counteract  principles  of 
vital  importance  to  the  system  we  have  recom- 
mended. Fears  have  been  entertained  that  the 
10th  section  will  be  injurious  to  the  fair  commerce 
of  the  country.  It  is  not  so  intended,  and  can  be 
so  modified  as  to  secure  the  objects  of  the  com- 
mittee, without  injuring  an  interest  equally  worthy 
of  national  protection  as  the  one  I  am  advocating. 
If  it  cannot,  I  will  consent  to  strike  it  out,  for  I  am 
no  enemy  to  commerce.*  This  is  not  the  time  to 
make  professions;  they  will  not  be  believed  till 
the  excitement  occasioned  by  this  and  the  other 
bills  reported  by  the  committee  shaU  have  subsided ; 
when  they  are  calmly  examined,  there  will  be 
found  no  evidence  of  a  disposition  to  protect  one 
at  the  expense  ol*  the  other  great  interests  of  the 
nation :  all  are  alike  depressed,  presenting  equal 
claims  on  a  government  designed  for  the  common 
benefit;  struggling  against  foreign  competition 
and  regulations ;  all  parts  of  the  country  require 
your  protection.  The  committee,  adopting  the 
opinion  of  the' Treasury,  that  this  was  the  -proper 
time  to  effect  a  change  in  our  internal  relations, 
have  not,  in  recommending  this  measure,  over- 
looked these  interests.  It  makes  ample  provision 
for  revenue ;  if  the  imports  continue  the  same  as 
in  1816,  the  increased  duties  add  $5,800^000.    It 


*■  This  section  was  stricken  out  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  B. 
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must  be  matter  of  conjecture,  how  far  the  dimin- 
ished importation  will  equal  or  exceed  the  increased 
duties ;  if  the  system  of  imports  is  alone  to  be  re- 
lied on,  if  you  will  resort  to  no  other,  it  is  your 
duty  to  make  the  most  of  it ;  not  to  attempt  to  sup- 
port it  by  loans  and  taking  the  Sinking  Fund,  as 
firoposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
f  you  will  cling  to  it,  I  hope  you  will  not  reiect 
this  bill  because  it  aids  manufactures  as  well  as 
revenue;  that  those  who  are  so  sensitive  on  the 
state  of  the  Treasury,  and  object  to  this,  will  pro- 
pose a  better  mode  ot  apportioning  the  burdens  on 
the  consumer.  Pass  this  bill,  reduce  the  credits 
of  the  custom-house,  impose  a  duty  on  auction 
sales — YOU  want  no  loan ;  the  cry  or  revenue  will 
be  hushed  by  an  union  of  those  who  wish  to  fill 
the  Treasury  and  protect  our  own  industry.  But 
we  understand  each  other  very  well :  revenue  is 
one  of  the  alarm  bells  to  defeat  this  bill ;  those 
who  raise  it,  well  know,  that  for  the  present  it 
makes  ample  provision,  but  that  for  the  future  a 
new  system  must  be  adopted;  one  which  must 
combine  the  protection  of  the  great  interest  which 
they  oppose.  As  it  is  inevitable,  it  b  better  to 
come  to  it  gradually ;  if  postponed  till  the  voice  of 
the  country  makes  an  imperative  call,  do  not 
blame  us  if  the  revulsion  is  sudden,  and  the  shock 
violent. 

In  Are  short  years  your  impost  has  diminished 
from  thirty-six  millions  to  sixteen,  more  than  three 
millions  ot  which  is  now  in  suit  Your  expendi- 
tures are  twenty-six  millions  in  a  state  of  peace. 
It  requires  no  spirit  of  prophecy  to  tell  that  the  in- 
come will  not  meet  the  expenses ;  you  must  resort 
to  new  means;  to  internal  taxes,  to  excise.  In 
using  these  words  I  will  not  be  misunderstood :  by 
internal  taxes  I  mean  not  direct  ones  on  land,  but 
on  auctions,  pleasure  carriages,  watches,  expensive 
furniture,  &c. ;  in  other  words,  those  taxes  on  the 
rich  and  money-making  classes  of  society,  which 
were  repealed  two  years  ago,  when  a  temporary 
overflowing  of  the  Treasury  induced  you  to  aban- 
don the  original  financial  system  of  revenue,  and 
trust  alone  to  imposts.  By  excise  I  mean  a  tax 
on  the  domestic  manufacture  which  is  protected 
from  foreign  competition.  Excise  has  been  an 
odious  term,  but  it  will  soon  be  understood  and 
divested  of  its  terrors.  To  the  consumer  it  makes 
no  difference  whether  hepays  to  the  merchant  two 
dollars  impost  on  a  pau:  of  boots,  or  the  same 
amount  oi  excise  to  a  shoemaker ;  to  a  farmer, 
whether  he  pays  five  dollars  impost  on  his  coat,  or 
&ve  dollars  excise  to  the  manufacturer.  There  is, 
indeed,  one  difierence,  and  that  contains  the  sum 
and  substance  of  political  economy — ^he  can  pay 
the  manufacturer  in  wool  and  provisions.  The 
merchant  he*  must  pay  in  money ;  he  must  remit 
it  to  England ;  she  excludes  our  produce  and  raw 
materials.  This  illustrates  the  difference  between 
impost  and  excise;  the  first  turns  the  whole  at- 
tention of  the  Government  to  encourage  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  productions,  as  the  means  of 
imposing  a  tax  on  the  consumer.  If  the  country 
commands  its  own  consumption,  importation  and 
imposts  cease ;  now  every  thing  becomes  subser- 
vient to  revenue  and  to  commerce,  as  the  means 
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of  transporting  the  instruments  of  taxation,    i^ 
a  system  necessarily  checks,  if  not  destroi  . 
internal  industry.    Domestic  manafacturfr?  \y 
no  tax,  the  encouragement  of  foreign,  is  n*  . 
vitable  consequence. 

Whether  this  system  is  beneficial  to  thtsi:  •: 
is  no  longer  a  matter  of  opinion,  bat  otf^Ll^^r. 
The  late  war  totally  destroyed  the  impo>o  .. 
were  left  without  revenue;  foreign  impL-i 
ceasinff,  the  manufactures  of  the  coantrv  ^r-. 
up  and  flourished.    Amid  all  the  pressure arJ.v 
vations  of  the  war,  the  people  grew  rich  acii 
able  to  pay  taxes  to  the  amount  of  91^,^^^" 
one  year.    How  much  could   they  a&rd  tc 
now?    The  peace  found  the   national  res<.r'- 
untouched,  the  nation  strong,  and  the  peopie  > 
tented :  wnile  the  wxir  duties  contiooed^  ti^c  «  * 
no  complaints ;  revenue  was  abandsnl:  eommcy 
flourished ;  manufactures  ^ospend;  Aimers  wlk 
in  wealth ;  not  a  murmur  was  heud  against  tajcf^ ; 
even  when  3rou  repealed  them,  thoe  iris  bat  ol»' 
solitary  petition  on  your  table  praying  kfr^ecie2' 
sure.    It  was  most  strange,  after  thbexDoieLce .: 
the  salutary  effects  of  the  then  state  of  tningK  r :: 
there  should  have  been  a  recurrence  to  tiie 
system,  which  must  be  again  abandoned  cm  ev.: 
fluctuation  of  our  commerce  and  foiei^  rdati.. 
which  can  never  be  permanent,  bat  ism  iL^Dar.:- 
temporary ;  resulting  from  the  chapter  of  aecidt  i  :*. 
relied  on  by  no  nation  but  ours,  and  b^  a  io^i:^'- 
insufl&cient  by  experience.    £lven  at  this  il^xkiiI 
when  our  opponents  are  so  alarmed  abo&i  ii  w 
have  made  up  our  minds  to  vote  for  a  lou  iiV' 
this  bill  should  have  been  defeated,  for  fear  \i  ^i 
impair  this  noble  and  beautiful  system  of  im^'^-* 
You  will,  before  you  adjourn,  ooDtndict  fuor  u- 
claration,  that  the  system  is  good,  and  tk  reiei  l> 
sound,  by  a  ^'  be  it  enacted/'  and  the  legl^lau• 
declarations  of  the  three  branches  of  GorerniLc: 
pronounce  that  it  is  found  wanting.    Tbis  i:  ^ 
time  for  concealment ;  the  House  will  not  mi<^^- 
stand  me  ^s  attempting  to  disguise  my  news  l  i 
this  subiect.    If  national  industry  is  era  to  U' 
protected;  if  we  are  ever  to  commani  oat  owe 
consumption ;    the  system  of  revenoe  mast  be 
changed ;  part  impost,  part  ejeise.    While  you 
rely  exclusively  on  the  first^  it  is  in  vain  to  eipv-t^' 
that  sound  measures  of  national  jpcUc^  can  e^i-r  y 
adopted.    A  temporary  check  on  foreign  iin|v  r. 
tion  may,  for  a  time,  giye  a  favoraUe  turn  ic>  i:- 
labor  of  the  nation ;  but,  in  their  recarreocr.  "T 
establishments  must  fall.    Do  nothing,  or  do  h  ii  - 
thing  permanent  and  eflicient,  so  that  tkervijv. 
be  some  assurance  that  the  national  indosoy  ^  >' 
not  be  exposed  to  abandonment  by  every  Ti^> 
motion  or  foreign  policy.    Restore  a  cdi^<^* 
now  destroyed :  oottom  your  revenne  on  the  c  ' 
ufactures  of  the  country ;  then  both  are  plan. 
a  foundation  which  combines  the  support  c:  ■' 
Government  with  the  best  interests  or  the  oa:  ' 

We  are  told  that  this  bill  will  destroy  comis  "^ 
this  is  not  an  unexpected  alarm;  it  was  -i    ■ 
when  the  last  tariff  was  passed ;  it  is  equal!'^  ' 
when  any  measure  is  proposed  which  ttddsi 
or  a  dollar  to  a  dutv  on  importation.    Joinoi^-  - 
smuggling  we  shall  always  hear  the  cry  rcptti: 
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when  any  measure  is  proposed  not  tending  to  the 
exclusive  benefit  of  that  interest.  I  had  indulged 
a  hope,  that,  at  this  time,  when  the  commerce  of 
the  country  was  as  prostrate  as  our  manufactures, 
when  both  are  pressing  us  for  protection  from  the 
same  dangers,  that  its  friends  would  have  made 
common  cause,  and  joined  in  a  common  struggle 
for  self-preservation.  The  hope  was  not  a  sangume 
one ;  commerce  has  been  too  long  a  pet,  the  spoiled 
child  of  Government,  to  think  there  are  any  other 
interests  worth  protecting.  The  mere  creature  of 
legislation,  raised  to  importance  by  our  laws  and 
the  expenditure  of  a  great  portion  of  our  revenue 
for  its  support,  commerce  has  presented  herself  as 
the  Atlas  which  supports  the  Government,  the 
country,  and  all  its  great  interests ;  now,  it  seems, 
she  cannot  support  herself.  Yet,  while  approaching 
vou  in  a  suppliant  posture,  praying  for  a  bankrupt 
law,  to  save  her  merchants,  navigation  acts,  her 
shipping,  she  still  retains  the  spirit,  still  thinks  that 
all  legidation  must  be  for  her  benefit ;  boldly  claim- 
ing the  rights  of  primogeniture ;  loudly  protesting 
that  any  thing  done  for  the  other  children  of  the 
nation  is  her  destruction .  While  this  is  commerce, 
^'  I  am  against  it ;"  but  if  she  claims  equal  protec- 
tion, or  even  a  double  portion  in  her  favor,  I  will 
go  as  far  as  any  man  in  this  House  to  support  the 
fair  trade  of  the  country. 

Important  as  I  think  manufactures,  commerce 
is  no  less  so ;  but  I  must  be  understood  as  not 
meaning  that  commerce  which  is  confined  to  the 
export  of  raw  materials  and  the  import  of  manu- 
factures for  home  consumption,  whicn  adds  nothing 
to  the  labor  and  wealth  of  the  nation ;  only  draws 
from  the  consumer  what  he  ought  to  retain  at 
home — our  resources  to  enrich  other  nations ;  but 
that  commerce  which,  by  the  carrying  trade,  the 
export  of  foreign  produce,  and  our  own  manufac- 
tures, draws  wealth  from  others  to  us;  equally 
promoting  the  great  interests  of  the  coundry.  The 
friends  oi  commerce  may  boast  of  its  importance 
and  pofits,  yet  they  well  know  that  even  to  the 
merchant,  the  export  of  provisions,  and  import  of 
goods  for  domestic  consumption,  has  been  a  losing 
business.  Examine  their  ledgers  for  the  last  thirty 
years ;  they  will  find  it  would  have  been  cheaper 
to  have  bought  bills  than  to  remit  produce.  I  well 
know  that  the  export  of  produce  down  the  Ohio 
has  been  unproductive ;  the  first  price  has  never 
came  back  to  our  country.  The  history  of  the 
country,  the  public  documents  on  your  table,  prove 
the  fact  as  to  the  seaports,  that  the  only  profitable 
commerce  has  been  the  carrying  trade;  the  re- 
export, the  drawback  system,  tne  same  for  which  a 
permanent  foundation  nas  been  laid  in  this  bill. 

It  is  admitted  that  the  flourishing  period  of  our 
commerce  was  from  1802  to  1812^  the  best  years 
1806  and  1807;  it  has  been  declining  since  the 
peace — 1816  and  1817  very  bad  years ;  the  worst 
was  1818 ;  yet  the  average  amount  of  exports  for 
the  first  period  was  less  than  in  1818  by  one  mil- 
lion.    There  was  this  remarkable  difierence : 

From  1802  to  1812  the  average  exports  amounted  to 

$69,171,000 

Domestic  produce,  $38,167,000 ;  foreign    $1,014,000 

1018,  vrhole  amount  of  exports  70, 1 42,000 


Domestic  prod.    #60,076,000 ;  foreign   $19,166,000 

1806,  net  revenue     16,081,000;    drawb'ks    9,709,000 

1807,  16,403.000;  **  9,995,000 
1818,  revenue  recM  26,832,000  ;  drawb'ks    3,848,000 

1816,  32,786,000;  **         4,630,000 

1817,  22,082,000;  "  3,937,000 

These  facts  present  you  with  a  history,  and  ac- 
count for  the  rise  and  decline  of  commerce  as  well 
as  manufactures;  they  require  no  comment,  but 
afibrd  much  for  reflection :  they  show  the  kind  of 
commerce  worth  protecting,  in  which  I  will  be 
behind  no  one  at  ail  hazards,  even  of  a  war.  Left 
now  only  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  export  of  our 
produce  and  the  importation  of  articles  for  con- 
sumption, we  are  losing  the  carrying  trade — ^not  for 
the  want  of  laws  to  protect  it,  but  for  this  evident 
reason^  that  the  commercial  nations  of  Europe  can 
be  their  own  carriers,  import  directly  from  their 
own  colonies :  they  are  not  to  be  diverted  by  naviga- 
tion acts ;  other  means  must  be  adopted  to  restore 
our  commerce  and  give  employment  to  our  ship- 
ping. We  must  do  as  all  other  nations  have  done — 
maxe  ourselves  carriers  by  creating  materials  for 
trade.  None  ever  become  so  by  being  the  consu- 
mers of  the  manufactures  of  others.  In  a  settled 
state  of  things,  commerce  cannot  exist  without 
manufactures — the  one  is  the  basis  and  afibrds  the 
materials  of  the  other.  While  it  is  thought  bad 
policy  to  supply  ourselves,  we  cannot  expect  to 
supply  others :  it  is  in  vain  to  hope  for  employment 
for  our  ships  when  we  have  nothing  to  export 
which  will  pay  expenses ;  equally  vain  to  place 
our  faith  in  measures  intended  to  coerce  its  em- 
ployment by  other  nations,  in  opposition  to  their 
mterest.  Ships,  commerce^  and  colonies,  is  their 
maxim.    It  would  be  ours  m  like  circumstances. 

The  agricultural  class  of  the  country  seem 
alarmed  at  this  bill ;  with  what  reason  it  is  cer- 
tainly difficult  to  divine.  Their  situation  is  not 
more  enyiable  than  that  of  the  other  great  inter- 
ests. The  ports  of  Europe  and  the  British  West 
Indies  are  closed  against  their  provisions:  some 
are  actually  imported  for  our  own  consumption. 
Havana  has  been  a  good  market :  the  last  accounts 
from  that  place  represent  the  market  completely 
slutted  witn  provisions.  Rice  dull  at  five  dollars ; 
flour  thirteen  dollars,  duties  nine  dollars ;  upwards 
of  twenty  thousand  barrels  had  arrived  there  from 
ports  in  France,  and  from  St.  Andero,  in  Spain, 
and  further  supplies  expected  Arom  the  same  quar- 
ter. Wheat  in  the  interior  thirty-seven  and  a  half 
cents  a  bushel ;  flour  at  your  farms  three  dollars, 
and  four  dollars  in  the  seaports ;  excluded  from 
forei^  markets,  you  complain  that  we  are  about 
creating  a  domestic  one. 

Thus  it  is  when  the  time  has  arrived  in  which 
all  the  great  interests  in  the  country,  being  equally 
prostrate,  and  one  general  scene  of  distress  per- 
vading all  its  parts,  there  was  a  reasonable  hope 
of  a  union  of  sentiment,  and  a  common  efibrt  to 
restore  us  to  what  we  were.  When  the  path  we 
propose  is  consistent  with  the  experience  of  all 
nations  as  well  as  our  own,  we  are  met  on  all 
sides  with  the  chilling  cry  of— I^  us  alone  ;  leave 
us  to  regulate  ourselves.  You  have  regulated  your- 
selves till  legislation  is  necessary  to  restore.    Re- 
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member,  if  the  revenue  has  failed,  if  commerce  is 
without  employment,  and  agriculture  has  no 
market,  manufactures  have  not  caused  it.  One 
would  think,  in  hearing  the  various  cries  of  dan^r 
from  this  source,  that  they  were  progressing  with 
giant  strides  till  their  interest  had  become  a  Brob- 
dignagian  among  the  Lilliputs.  It  seems  to  be 
forgotten  that  it  is  writhing  almost  in  the  agonies 
ot  death ;  far  from  being  able  to  injure  others,  it 
cannot  save  itself:  and  it  is  as  low  as  its  worst 
enemies  could  wisii  it.  All  have  alike  sunk  beneath 
the  efifects  of  foreign  policy,  and  your  indifference : 
laid  low  alike,  struggling  side  by  side.    The  three 

freat  interests  of  the  country  are  to  be  restored  onlv 
Y  your  interference ;  they  call  on  you  in  sepui- 
cnral  tones,  equally  to  warn  you  of  past  errors  and 
imploring  for  future  aid.  But,  sir,  listen  to  all 
aliKe ;  do  not  let  revenue,  crying  for  a  loan,  com- 
merce for  bankrupt  and  navigation  acts,  drown  the 
voice  of  manufactures,  asking  for  protection.  Do 
not,  after  imparting  your  favors  witn  a  liberal  hand 
to  the  others,  reply  to  the  calls  of  this  great  inter- 
est— "  regulate  yourselves.''  You  will  not  say  so 
to  commerce :  you  will  give  her  regulations,  and 
enter  on  a  legislative  commercial  war  for  her  pro- 
tection. But  you  will  poorly  answer  to  the  nation 
for  your  partiality — that  it  is  of  no  national  im- 
portance who  produces,  raises,  or  makes  our  articles 
of  consumption;  that  may  regulate  itself:  it  is 
alone  worthy  of  our  interference,  who  shall  brins 
them  here  trom  foreign  countries.  That  we  will 
regulate. 

We  have  been  called  on  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  for  the  evidence  on  which  the 
committee  have  acted.  Of  the  description  re- 
ferred to  in  his  resolution  we  have  none ;  and  I 
tell  the  gentleman  plainly,  that  the  Committee  of 
Manufactures  have  not  acted,  and  would  not  act,  on 
the  statement,  or  even  the  affidavits^  of  interested 
persons.  Others  may  make  motives  for  us — but  we 
shall  not  avow  what  we  disdain.  I  refer  him,  for 
the  information  on  which  we  have  acted,  to  the 
commercial  codes  of  other  countries — ourovni  of$- 
cial  documents  from  the  Treasury ;  to  the  able 
reports  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce;  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  to  one  wnich  de- 
serves particular  notice,  from  being  presented  by 
himselt;  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
W(ws  and  Me^ns  in  1816.  I  repeat  it,  that  the 
pronts  of  manufactures  had  not  been  our  leading 
motive,  but  the  public  national  interest;  this  na- 
tion must  command  its  own  consumption  and  the 
means  of  defence.  The  Treasury  report  tells  us 
that  the  ad  valorem  imports  of  1818,  are  $58,000.- 
000,  our  domestic  exports  only  $50,000,000.  This 
must  be  changed ;  we  must  buy  less  than  we  sell. 
There  is  one  domestic  work  on  political  economy, 
better  than  any  imported ;  containing  more  souna 
political  maxims  than  any  I  ever  read.  The  alma- 
nacs of  "  Richard  Saunders."  He  says,  "  if  you 
•keep  taking  out  of  the  meal  chest  and  pat  nothing 
in,  it  will  become  empty." 

This  is  the  state  of  the  nation ;  an  enormous 
flood  of  importation  has  swept  before  it  the  indus- 
Uy  of  the  country ;  $36,000,000  of  imports  a  year 
have  exhausted  its  resources ;  it  is  literally  empty. 


Look  where  you  will  you  will   find  j^ropen, 
pressed,  produce  declining,  laborers  seeking  en ; 
ment ;  nothing  increasing  but  debts  and  suib.  . 
forced  sales.    The  sound  of  a  hammer  6o^  - 
disturb  y6u,  unless  the constable^s,  sheriflTs  ; .: 
tioneer's.     If  the  petitions  on  your  tabic  j--  ^ 
ffive  you  the  true  cause  of  this  ;  if,  ^vhefi::i:L 
facturers  and  farmers  are  joining  in  their  aF>j': 
tions  for  the  protectioii^f  national  uidmtn..- 
want  other  evidence  of  the  general  dtstrp4^: . 
each  member  of  this  House  say  what  is  ifae  sjl 
tion  of  his  own  district.    Many  of  them  hare  ^ 
manufactures  flourish;   did  fanners  theo  snfr 
Has  their  practical  operation  erer  been  injur. 
to  any  portion  of  the  country  ?     We  hare  lv 
the  systems  of  supplying  ourselves  and  deptnCc: 
on  foreign  nations ;  those  who  have  seen  lite  efftv. 
of  both  can  best  judge  of  the  merits  of  ihh  ba 
But  if  you  want  other  evidence  ot  the  c^use  t  i 
this  universal  distress,  and  to  find  oat  an  ^ectoai 
remedy,  do  not  disremd  the  ii]iiBiiDOii&  opinkH^ 
of  the  Legislature  of  New  Ycnrk,  cx^Rssed  m  in- 
structions to  her  delegation   here.    Ihu  ut  tb- 
voice  of  3,200,000  freemen.     When  a  nation  id^ 
complains,  we  are  not  to  inquire  if  women  zl 
children  cry.    Penns^^lvania  speaks  in  a  still  m? 
decided  tone ;  not  of  instruction  or  eompbinL  Ie 
of  a  stop  law  to  prevent  the  sale  of  real  aa^  }V7 
sonal  property  in  execution,  unless  it  sdls^tw- 
thirds  of  its  apprebed  value.     It  is  time  to  rdar 
when. such  a  State  speaks  in  language  Ife  tin- 
Five  years  ago  she  was  the  richest  in  theUdnn 
her  property  was  valued  under  your  autkxiu  t' 
346  millions;   New  York  at  273  miIiioG5:  ^ 
has  been  and  jret  is  a  prond  State;  femlfia re- 
sources, strong  in  her  institutions,  she  sio(^  i> 
shock  of  the  Revolution,  the  oonseqneai  pe&ct 
the  embargo,  and  the  late  war,  unhnrL  M  i> 
could  not  withstand  the  destruction  of  her  cuai 
iactures,  the  prostration  of  her  industry,  tiie  ikls^ 
of  importation,  your  enormous  impoeis;  ahe  ini 
yielded  to  the  pressure  of  general  distRsa^  ^d.  h: 
the  first  time  m  her  history,  has  bem  oki^  tc 
resort  to  a  stop  law  to  save  the  ^paaamju/dpxopat) 
of  her  citizens.    All  m»Bt  regict  ik  neeesity  . 
the  other  States  have  not  resorted  to  the  sam^ 
measure;  they. may  have  as  mudmeeeMity.  One 
county  in  VirginuL  I  see  by  the  paper  ol  to-ib) 
has  passed  a  stop  law  of  its  ofwn,  bf  refosins  { 
appoint  any  officers  to  enforoe  the  colkctkK 
dents.    Sir,  this  state  of  thing  afibrds  itiancv. 
evidence  of  the  necessity  of  your  acting    ^^ 
have  tried  the  {ncesent  system  till  all  theiBtResL> 
of  the  country  are  alike  destroyed.     Gin  ^  oik 
a  &ir  trial ;  you  can  be  no  wcney  unless  To&pc 
severe,  ia  a  policy  which  was  founded  on  a  stau  ' 
things  which  no  longer  exists ;  vrhich  viU  • 
crease  the  national  distress  in  ptoportion  ui  ^ 
continuance.    Adopt  a  system  founded  od  i^ 
idain  pcactioal  principles  which  have  been  tf=^ 
tioned  by  experience,  and  can  never  be  desbt^- 
by  a  storm,  which  will  pass  the  ooontry  unltBri. 

lNate4 — ^The  navigtlion  acts  have  been  fmmeii  ^' 
West 'India,  with  one  dissenting  vote  in  the  Saa^^- 
in  the  House,  by  a  vote  of  ayes  94,  noes  S5;  ti' 
Freocbt  vrithout  dlscutsion,  or  e? en  a  division  in  ^ 
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HoQse ;  there  waa  no  one  beard  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
reseDtatives.    This  furnbhes  a  good  praclical  com- 
mentary on   the   favorite  maxim   of  **  leave  things 
alone";  it  cannot  be  expected  to  pass  without  com- 
ment    No  subject  will  better  explain  the  actual  policy 
of  this  Government  in  relation  to  their  internal  con- 
cerns.    The  French  navigation  act  has  been  called  for 
by  the  great  body  of  merchants,  who  complain  that 
the  French  tariff  exdndes  entkely  the  employment  of 
American  ehipping ;  to  oliliteraot  this  we  have  im« 
posed  a  duty  of  eighteen  doIJare  a  ton  on  French  ves- 
sels amving  after  the  Ist  of  July  next.    It  is  well  to 
compare  the  diacriminaliDg  duties  of  the  two  natione. 
Our  tonnage  dnty  is  fifty  cents  light  money,  the  sune 
in  all ;  one  dollar  a  ton  on  foreign  ships ;  the  Freneh 
is  ninety  cents ;  ten  cents  less  than  her  ships  pay  here. 
The  French  duty  most  complained  of  is  on  the  import 
of  our  produce ;  we  impose  an  addition  to  the  rates  of 
duties  often  per  ceAt.  on  all  goods  imported  in  foreign 
vessels  of  those  natione  who  have  no  conventioB  with 
us.    France  impoaes  on  eotton  a  duty  of  four  doUara 
a  hundred  imported  in  French  ahips,  five  dpUare  and 
fifty  cents  in  foreign;  if  from  an  entrepot,  five  in 
French,  five  dollars  and  fifty  cents  in  foreign  vesseifl. 
Tobacco,  in  French  ships,  free ;  foreign,  one  dollar  a 
hundred.     To  ascertain  who  is  Uie  aggressor  in  this 
contest,  who  first  began  this  discrimination  on  ton- 
nage and  goods,  whether  it  is  in  self-defence  or  from  a 
spirit  of  monopoly,  and  on  which  side,  may  be  some 
time  worthy  at  least  of  examination.    If  the  conduct 
of  France  had  been  unprovoked;  if  she  first  began  this 
warfare,  and  we  are  on  the  defensive,  and  prefer  retal- 
iation to  redacement,  there  are  two  modes  of  counter- 
acting it ;  a  tonnage  doty  which  would  exclude  French 
shipping,  or  a  duty  on  their  manufactures,  which 
would  compel  them  to  reduce  theirs  on  our  raw  mate- 
rial.   The  first  has  been  adopted ;  its  operation  is  only 
in  favor  of  the  merchant ;  the  second  was  rejected ;  it 
would  have  benefited  the  manufacturer  and  the  far- 
mer, and  been  of  equal  service  to  oommeree.    The 
heavy  discriminating  duty  is  on  our  produce,  not  ton- 
nage.    The  principle  of  equal  protection  should  have 
embraced  all  interests  alike ;  it  has  been  confined  to 
the  carrier,  the  producer,  and  the  manufacturer  has 
been  overlooked.    The  riglits  of  primogeniture  have 
been   successfully  asserted,  and  unanimously  sanc- 
tioned.    Will  France  give  way,  or  retaliate  1     In  the 
latter  event,  let  the  agriculturist  look  to  the  exclusion 
of  his  produce ;  the  shipping  interest  can  only  be 
reached  through  the  products  which  give  it  employ- 
ment; the  cotton  planters  have  unanimously  opposed 
the  protection  of  manufactures,  and  advocated  the 
navigation  acts ;  they  have  thrown  their  entire  weight 
into  the  scale  of  commerce.    The  eonsamption  of  their 
cotton  was  unworthy  of  their  notiea*    The  carrying 
nf  it  has  induced  them  to  join  in  a  commercial  war 
which  may  terminate  against  their  interests.     Mr. 
Gallatin  states  that  we  imported  *«  60,000,000  of  the 
produce  of  French  industry,  more  than  two-thirds  the 
produce  of  modes  and  luxuries  manufactured  at  Paris, 
and  of  Lyons'  silks,  exported  from  Havre,  exclusive 
of  wines,  brandies,  and  dried  fruits,  and  other  articles 
of  that  nature."     One   would   think  that  this  fact 
would  have  assured  to  a  statesman  the  point  in  which 
to  attack  France.    Exclude  her  manufactures  from 
our  market,  or  impose  a  duty  equal  to  hers.    That, 
however,  seems  hot  to  be  consistent  with  the  rules  of 
political  economists ;  it  would  give  employment  to  our 
laborers,  infuse  life  and  new  spirit  into  our  manufac- 
turers.   A  reduction  of  import  duties  would  increase 


the  price  of  the  raw  material  to  the  farmer,  diminish 
it  to  the  consumer  of  the  manufacture ;  these  are  con- 
siderations which  have  excited  no  attention.  The 
great  national  contest  now  is,  whether  the  duties  shall 
be  the  same,  whether  imported  in  French  or  American 
vessels.  Let  the  cotton,  tobacco,  and  rice  planter, 
look  out.  The  day  may  come  when  the  sugar  planter 
may  find  it  would  have  been  as  well  to  have  excluded 
the  produce  of  the  British  islands  as  the  carrying  of  it 
in  British  vessels.] 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  rose,  after  Mr.  Bald- 
win concluded,  and  expressed  his  views  of  the  tar- 
iff, in  general  opposition  to  those  of  Mr.  B.,  as  re- 
^ds  the  merits  of  the  system  of  revenue  from 
imports,  but  without  denying  that  some  of  the 
present  duties  might  require  to  be  increased.  He 
did  not  however  go  far  into  the  general  question, 
having  risen  to  move  an  amendment  in  the  fol- 
lowing clause : 

<*  First.  A  duty  of  12^  per  centum  ad  valorem  on  all 
dying  drugs,  and  matenals  for  composing  dyes,  not 
subject  to  other  rates  of  duty  ;  gum  arable,  gum  seno* 
gal,  saltpetre,  jewelry,  gold,  silver,  and  other  watches, 
and  parts  of  watches ;  gold  and  silver  lace,  embroidery, 
and  epaulets  ;  precious  stones,  and  pearls  of  all  kind, 
set  or  not  set;  Bristol  stones  or  paste  work,  and  all 
articles  composed  wholly  or  chiefly  of  gold,  silver, 
pearl,  and  precious  stones ;  and  laces,  lace  veils,  lace 
shawls,  or  shades,  of  thread  or  silk." 

The  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  twelve,"  in  the  first  line,  for  the  purpose  of  insert- 
ing in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "  seven." 

Mr.  Clay,  after  paying  a  high  compliment  to 
the  ability  and  suhstantial  character  of  the  speech 
of  Mr.  Balowin,  said  that,  until  an  answer  was 
to  that  speech  at  least  attempted,  he  should  abstain 
firom  enoaffing  in  the  support  or  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  the  bill.  At  present,  he  only  rose  to  say 
that  it  became  the  friends  of  the  manufacturing 
system  not  to  lend  themselves  with  too  much  fa- 
cility to  alterations  proposed  in  the  system  which 
has  oeen  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures. That  committee  had,  with  a  patienee  and 
industry  never  surpassed  in  this  House,  prepared 
and  reported  a  general  system.  Its  provisions  were 
no  doubt  the  result  of  much  calculation  \  tmd,  if 
the  friends  of  the  general  features  of  it  listened  to 
every  application  which  .should  be  made  to  change 
this  or  that  particular  item,  the  effect  would  w, 
that  they  would  lose  the  whole.  Mr.  C.  then  made 
some  remarks  against  this  particular  motion. 

The  (|iiestion  was  taken  on  Mr.  SMiTH'a  motion, 
and  decided  in  the  negative  without  a  division. 

Mr.  SiLSBEB  next  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  the  proviso,  which  is  in  the  following 
words : 

"  Providedf  That  all  cotton  cloths,  or  cloths  of  which 
I  cotton  is  a  component  material,  the  cost  of  which  at  the 
place  whence  imported,  with  the  addition  of  20  per 
centum,  if  imported  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or 
from  places  beyond  it;  and  10  per  centum  if  imported 
from  any  other  place,  shall  be  less  than  25  cents  per 
square  yard,  shall,  with  such  addition,  be  taken  and 
deemed  to  have  cost  25  cents  per  square  yard,  and 
shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly." 

This  motion  was  negatived — ayes  45. 
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Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  then  mored  to  strike 
out  the  following  proviso  of  the  bill : 

**  Provided.,  That  all  linen  cloths,  or  cloths  of  which 
linen  is  a  component  material,  from  whatever  place, 
the  co6t  of  which  at  the  place  whence  imported,  with 
the  addition  of  10  per  centum,  shall  be  less  than 
25  cents  per  square  yard,  shall,  with  such  addition,  be 
taken  and  deemed  to  have  cost  25  cents  per  square 
yard,  and  shall  he  charged  with  duty  accordingly." 

Mr.  Smith  said  incidentally,  (and  he  and  other 
gentlemen  repeated  the  suggestion  afterwards,) 
that  he  made  this  motion,  not  from  any  expecta- 
tion of  succeeding  in  the  proposition,  for,  from  the 
intimation  thrown  out  bv  the  honorable  Speaker, 
he  perceived  that  the  bill  must  be  taken  as  it 
stands,  and  that  it  was  in  vain  to  propose  any 
amendment. 

After  some  observations  from  Mr.  Clay  and 
Mr.  Baluwin  against  the  motion,  and  Mr.  Smith 
and  Mr.  LowNnss  in  favor  of  it — 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Smith's  motion, 
and  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  48. 

Mr.  SiLsBEE  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  as  to 
reduce  the  proposed  duty  on  imported  coffee  from 
six  to  five  cents  per  lb.,  and  spoke  in  support  of  the 
motion.  After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  McLban, 
of  Kentuckjr,  against  it — 

This  motion  also  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Meios  moved  to  increase  the  duty  on  iron 
castings  from  one  dollar  and  a  half  to  three  dollars 
per  hundred  weight. 

This  motion  also  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Holmes  moved  to  reduce  the  duty  on  iron 
bars  and  bolts,  except  iron  manufactured  by  rolling, 
from  the  proposed  amount  of  one  dollar  and  twen- 
ty-five cents  per  cwt.  to  one  dollar. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Kinsey,  and 
was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  Meios  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  insert- 
ing a  duty  on  steam  machinery  imported,  of  three 
dollars  per  hundred  weight. 

This  motion  was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  Kenuall  moved  an  amendment,  the  object 
of  which  was  slightly  to  vary  the  duty  on  paper ; 
which  also  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Silsbee  moved  to  reduce  the  proposed  duty 
on  imported  molasses,  from  ten  to  nve  cents  per 
gallon. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Clay,  and 
supported  by  Mr.  Holmes,  with  much  good  humor 
on  both  sides.  It  was  also  supported  bv  Mr.  Foot 
and  Mr.  Whitman,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Butler, 
of  Louisiana.  It  was  negatived  by  a  large  ma- 
joritv. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


SATtTRnAY,  April  22. 

Mr.  PiNCKNEY  offered  a  joint  resolution  direct- 
ing the  Secretary  of  State  to  transmit  one  copy  of 
the  Journal  of  tne  Convention,  which  formed  the 
Federal  Constitution,  to  each  of  the  members  of 
that  Convention,  who  are  now  living. 

Mr  Pinckney's  reason  for  offering  this  resolu- 
tion was,  that  the  surviving  members  of  the  Con- 


vention no  doubt  desired  to  have   copies  of  :: 
Journal,  but  none  were  to  be  purchased ;  anc  . 
therefore  thought  it  proper  that   they  should  -- 
furnished  from  the  copies  printed   for   the  pji 
use. 

The  resolution  was  twice  read,  and  ordo--:   • 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  nenu  con, 

Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  from  the  Commitit*  -u 
Military  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  : 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^'An  act  for  the  it.r 
of  Thomas  Hunter,"  reported  the  same  with:: 
amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Cz 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  aci  * 
establish  additional  land  offices  in  the  State   * 
Alabama,"  was  recommitted  to  the  Commiftee  ui 
the  Public  Landi^. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Comrajctef 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  reHemd  the 
bill  from  the  Senate^  entitled  '^An  act  to  provide 
relief  for  sick  and  disabled  seamen,*"  repofted  the 
same  with  amendments,  which  'were  read,  and 
together  with  the  bill,  ordered  to  He  on  the  talie. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  folio witig  titles,  t 
wit:  1.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.Ogdcs 
and  others ;  2.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Matthev 
McNair ;  3.  An  act  authorizing  the  building  of 
a  certain  number  of  small  vessds  of  war  *,  i  Ar 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thoipas  Leiper ;  and,  5.  Ad 
act  confirming  the  proceedings  or  the  inhakonb 
of  the  village  of  Cahokia,  in  the  State  of  Yimb. 
in  laying  out  a  town  on  the  commons  of  said  vil- 
lage ;  were  severally  read  twice  and  referred :  ti" 
first  and  second  to  the  Committee  of  Claims;  tii' 
third  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs;  tht  fourth 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  RevolQtifiQar) 
Claims ;  and  the  fifth  to  the  Committee  aa  t^i** 
Public  Lands. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^An  act  v- 
increase  the  allowance  to  the  judges  of  tbeorpiitns 
court,  in  the  counties  of  Washington  and  Aierio- 
dria,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  iuihorauig 
the  sale  of  thirteen  sections  of  land  lyiag  within 
the  land  district  of  Canton,  in  the  Sfsie  of  Ohio^ 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

REVISION  OP  THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itadf  into  ; 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  regnltifr 
the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage. 

Mr.  Sampson,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  toiiotSi' 
the  bill  by  reducing  the  proposed  duty  of  ta^^ 
I>er  gallon  on  molasses  to  seven  cents  ;  irhick  no- 
tion was  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  ^ 
bill  by  inserting  a  duty  on  butter,  of  nine  cents  jr 
pound ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Holmes  moved  to  reduce  the  proposed  df 
on  imported  salt  from  twenty-five  to  twenty  m  - 
per  bushel. 

This  motion  was  supported  at  spme  length  ^: 
the  mover,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Smitb.«^J 
Maryland,  and  Sawyer,  of  North  Carolina.  Mest> 
Clay  and  McCoy  made  some  incidental  reinark>. 
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the  former  adverse,  the  latter  favorahle  to  the  mo- 
tion. 

The  motion  was  negatived — ajres  56. 

The  bill  was  amen&d,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bald- 
win, so  as  to  provide  for  the  use  of  such  hydrome- 
ters, in  determining  the  proof  of  spirits,  as  the 
Pre:>ident  shall  prescribe. 

Mr.  Wendover  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  to  the  duty  on  shoes  of  leather,  silk,  &c., 
on  shoes  or  slippers  of  prunella,  or  other  materials, 
a  duty  of  forty-five  cents  per  pair.  This  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Strong,  of  New  York,  moved  to  increase 
the  duty  on  spirits  of  the  different  proofs  twenty 
cents  per  gallon;  the  bill  proposes  from  thirty- 
eight  to  seventy  cents  per  giulon,  according  to  the 
proof. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  motion 
on  the  ground  that  it  would  amount  to  a  prohibi- 
tory duty,  which  it  was  not  proposed  at  present  to 
adopt.    The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Strong  then  moved  an  increase  of  ten 
cents  per  gallon;  which  motion  was  also  nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  SiLSBEE  moved  to  reduce  the  proposed  duty 
on  hyson  skiiu  souchong,  and  all  other  black  teas, 
from  twenty-nve  to  twenty  cents  ])er  pound. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  a  number 
of  statements  and  facts  to  show  that  the  existing 
discrimination  in  the  duty  on  bohea  and  black  teas 
permitted  an  evasion  of  the  higher  duty,  and  that 
the  duty  ought  to  be  the  same  on  all  those  teas,  to 
prevent  fraudsT,  &c.  He  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  Sils- 
' bee's  motion. 

The  motion  was  negatived — ayes  34. 

Mr.  Wendover  moved  to  make  a  discriminating 
duty  on  these  teas,  by  making  the  duty  on  hyson 
skin  twenty-eight  cents  per  pound;  which  .was 
negatived. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  to  prevent  the  frauds 
carried  on  under  the  words  ^^  and  other  green  teas," 
moved  to  include  "  other  green  teas"  with  hyson 
and  young  hyson  in  a  duty  of  forty  cents  per  pound ; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  fill  up  the 
blanks  left  in  the  bill  for  fixing  the  duty  on  wines; 
and,  after  a  good  deal  of  discussion,  and  the  rejec- 
tion of  various  other  sums,  the  blanks  were  filled 
to  read  as  follows: 

**0n  Madeira,  Burgundy,  CbampaigOt  Rhenish,  and 
Tokay,  f  1  per  gallon;  on  Sherry  and  8t.  Lncar,  60 
cents  a  gallon ;  on  other  wine,  not  enumerated*  when 
imported  in  bott lee  or  cases,  30  cents  por  gallon;  on 
Lisbon,  Oporto,  and  on  other  wines  of  Portagal,  and 
thoee  of  Sicily,  50  cents  a  gallon ;  on  Teneriffe,  Fayal> 
and  other  wines  of  the  Western  Islands,  30  cents ;  on 
all  other  wines,  when  imported  otherwise  than  in  cases 
and  bottles,  15  cents." 

Mr.  Kenuall  moved  to  strike  out  the  duty  of 
five  cents  per  pound  on  oil  of  vitriol,  so  as  to  leave 
the  importation  of  it  free,  as  heretofore;  which 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  Whitman  moved  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to 
reduce  the  proposed  duty  on  printed  books  from 
tweiity-five  to  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and 
su|i!|>orted  his  motion  at  some  length.    The  reduc- 


tion was  supported,  also,  by  Mr.  Hardin,  who  was 
opposed  to  any  duty  on  the  importation  of  litera- 
ture, and  by  Mr.  Livbrmore,  and  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Einsey,  Baldwin,  and  Clay,  on  the 
ground,  principally,  that  it  was  so  far  not  a  tax  on 
literature,  as  loreign  books  were  allowed  by  the 
bill  to  be  import^  duty  free,  for  philosopnical 
and  literary  societies,  academies,  colleges,  4^., 
and  that  the  proposed  duty  was  necessary  to  pro- 
tect the  business  of  printing  and  publishing  in  this 
country.  Mr.  Sergeant  entered  into  the  discus- 
sion on  incidental  points,  and  was  in  favor  of  the 
motion. 

The  motion  was  finally  agreed  to — ayes  69, 
noes  53. 

Mr.  Whitman  next  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  reducing  the  duty  on  plain  flint  glass  from  ten 
cents  to  seven  cents  per  pound^  under  a  conviction, 
from  information  he  had  received,  that  the  latter 
duty  would  be  an  ample  protection  of  the  domestic 
fabric. 

Mr.  Baldwin  opposed  the  motion,  and  entered 
into  yarious  statements  and  references  to  the  Bri- 
tish and  other  tarifis,  iSbc.,  to  show  that  the  duty 
of  ten  per  cent  was  as  low  as,  with  a  just  regard 
to  our  own  production  of  the  article,  could  possi- 
bly be  fixed,  and  to  prevent  the  glass  estauish- 
ments  of  the  country  from  being  placed  entirely 
at  the  mercy  of  the  British  manufacturer :  arguing 
that  it  was  a  manufacture  which,  of  all  others, 
ought  to  be  encouraged,  inasmuch  as  it  was  the 
pr^uct  of  materials  which  were  of  no  value  for 
any  other  purpose. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  without  a  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  of  Louisiana,  the 
article  of  copper,  manufactured  into  susar  boUeis, 
was  inserted  among  the  articles  entitled  to  draw- 
back. 

For  the  reason  that  he  did  not  imderstand  it, 
and  that  it  might  be  dangerous,  as  far  as  he  could 
foresee  its  operation.  Mr.  Smith,  of  Marvland, 
moved  to  strike  out  tne  foUowing  clause  of  tne  9th 
section  of  the  bill : 

^And  that  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  which 
shall  be  imported  in  any  ship  or  vessel  from  any  for- 
eign port  or  place,  or  which  in  her  voyage  shall  have 
touched  at  any  foreign  port  or  plaee,  shall,  to  all  in- 
tente  and  pnrpoees,  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  of  for- 
eign growth,  prodnce,  and  manufacture." 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Silsbbb 
and  Whitman  ^  and  Mr.  Baldwin  replied,  that 
the  clause  was  intended  to  guard  against  frauds 
on  the  revenue  from  Canada  by  the  Lakes,  dbc. ; 
but  he  was  willing  to  meet  any  proper  views  on 
the  subject,  and,  on  a  conference  with  the  gentle- 
men opposed  to  it,  had  no  doubt  it  might  be  framed 
to  the  general  satisfaction,  if  the  motion  were 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  Smith,  for  the  present,  consented  to  with- 
draw his  motion. 
The  bill  having  been  gone  through- 
Mr.  Tyler,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  strike  out  the 
first  section  of  the  bul.  and  was  prepared  now  to 
go  into  the  remarks  wnich  he  intended  to  offer  in 
opposition  to  the  bill,  if  it  were  the  pleasure  of  the 
Committee  to  listen  to  an  argument  on  its  general 
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merits;  but,  as  the  Committee  had  been  engaged 
for  several  hours  in  a  iaboiious  and  fatiguing  con- 
sidemtion  of  its' details,  he  moved  that  the  Com- 
mittee now  nee. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
meree,  presented  to  the  House  a  mass  of  corre- 
spondence derived  from  the  Executive  department, 
between  the  Mindsters  of  our  Qovemment  and 
those  of  France  and  England,  respecting  our  trade 
with  the  British  American  colonies,  and  the  gen- 
eral intercourse  between  France  and  the  United 
States ;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Monday,  April  24. 

Mr.  Wendovbr  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
American  Society^  of  the  city  of  New  York  for 
theettcouragement  of  domestic  manufactirres,  com* 
plaining  of  the  system  of  credit  given  for  the  du- 
ties on  the  importation  of  foreisrn  manufiictures, 
and  of  ftee  sales  at  auction ;  and  praying  tilat  the 
bill  now  pending  before  Congress,  regulating  the 
pavment  of  duties  on  merchandise  imported ;  the 
bill  imposing  duties  on  certain  sales  at  auction ; 
on  imports  and  tonnage,  may  be  passed  into  laws, 
previous  to  the  termination  of  the  present  session 
of  Congress ;  which  was  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  to  which  the  said  bills  are 
committed. 

Mr.  Smitb<  of  Maryland,  pronsnted  a  petition 
of  sundry  innabitants  of  tne  city  of  Baltimore, 
praying  that  measures  may  be  adopted  to  prevent 
the  citislefts  of  the  United  States  from  eng\eiging 
in  the  busdness  of  privateering,  under  the  flags  of  the 
Qovemments  of  South  America ;  and  that  certain 
ports  in  the  United  States  may  be  designated,  in 
which,  only,  the  cruisers  of  those  Qovemments 
may  be  permitted  to  enter,  and  that  those  lying 
on  the  waters  of  t^  Chesapeake  Bay  may  b« 
aoiong  those  which  may  be  prohibited;  wiiich 
petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
AfBiirs. 

Mr  Sloan  presented  a  letter  from  Qeotge  Jack- 
son, of  Zttnesviile,  in  the  Stale  of  Ohio,  charg- 
ing Samuel  Herrick,  a  member  of  this  House  from 
that  State,  with  having  improperly  received  money, 
for  his  services  in  procuring  a  pension  for  a  certain 
Robert  Cue,  and  enclosing  tne  evidence  of  the 
said  charge ;  which  letter  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  taUe. 

Mr.  Van  RENfiflELABR,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Aflbirs,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  reducing  or  suspending  the 
expenditures  on  fortifications,  made  a  report  there^ 
on;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

An  engrossed  ^*  resolution  for  the  distribution  of 
certain  copies  of  the  Journal  of  the  Convention 
which  formed  the  Constitution,"  was  read  the 
third  time^  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes, 

BeBolved,  That  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  of  the  7th  April,  1830,  with  the  documents 
which  accompanied  it,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 


mittee on  Naval  Affiiirs ;  and  that  they  be  in^t-.j- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  s? 
law  that  no  commander^  or  otner  officer  iz  st 
naval  service  of  the  United  States,  shall  nwv  t- 
on  board  his  vessel  any  gold,  silver,  or  jr^^j. 
without  orders  from  the  President  of  the  Ul  i 
States,  or  the  Navy  Department ;  and  that  l :  *- 
ficer,  without  such  orders,  shall  transport,  as  a  ;&- 
senger,  any  person  in  the  naval  or  military  <er  - 
of  a  foreign  Oovernment  engaged  in  -wnr;  iidtz- 
Committee  of  Naval  Affairs  are  also  instro^rri:. 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  determining  :. 
law^  whether  any  compensation  or  freight \\^i^ 
be,  m  any  case,  permitted,  for  articles  trao.^rr". 
in  vessels  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  WooDBRiDGE  submitted  the  following  re^v 
lution : 

Ruohedf  bu  the  Senate  atid  Homm  of  Riprtamte^ 
tives  of  the  ImUed  States  of  Amenm  m  Coignn  eg- 
eembUdf  That  the  line  heretofore  CHuedtA  W  safTej- 
ed,  mtrked,  and  designated,  from  th«  Mathouexuette 
of  Lake  Michigan,  due  east,  in  parsuantt  oC  ^be  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  avtbariM  th,« 
President  of  the  United  States  to  asoertaiii  and  d^ 
signate  certain  boundaries,"  passed  May  It,  1813,  e 
far  as  the  same  extends  due  east  from,  the  wectcn 
boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  be  aad  rennio  tk 
establiahed  bMrndnry  line  between  Ike  said  Stale .:: 
Ohio  and  the  Territery  of  MMbigiaB. 

The  resolution  was  read  twice  and  re&md :: 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  die  H:u5e 
that  the  Senate  have  passaed  a  bill  from  tlmHcT25f 
entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Sted.  incl]  a: 
amendment.  And  they  have  passed  bills  of  *St 
following  titles :  An  act  mating'  certsia  ^r.- 
le^es  to  me  Ocean  Steamship  Companf  cf  New 
York;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Ricfaard  Smyu^ 
and  an  act  to  provide  for  the  building  an  ad^iitk-c 
to  the  custom-nouse  now  erecting  in  the  citj  c: 
New  Orleans,  for  the  use  of  the  distnct  eoart  o: 
the  United  States  for  the  State  of  Louibsos-  In 
which  amendment  and  bills,  they  request  tfte  con- 
currence  of  this  House. 

RBVi8iON  OF  THB  TAAfFP. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itadf  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bi&  to  t^&Y€ 
the  duties  on  imports. 

A  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  saelion  of  tAr 
bill  (to  reject  it)  being  under  eonsDderation— 

Mr.  Ttlbk  said,  tluit  he  siaeeralyr  nringled  b>. 
regrets  with  those  which  had  been  repeatedly  4- 
pressed  by  others,  that  this  all-important  s:tjfc: 
should  be  urged  to  a  decision  at  this  late  ppntxl 
The  languor  attendant  on  a  long  session  niely 
fails  to  produce  a  restlessness  and  impatience  t^ 
verse  to  a  full  and  free  investigation.  If  we  r* 
rive,  said  he,  to  a  precipitate  conclosicm,  one  s. 
verse  to  the  best  interests  of  this  nation,  he  mea:' 
not  that  any  share  of  the  responsibility  sbc^- 
devolve  on  him.  He  considered  that  he  \\-* 
high  duty  to  discharges  and  trusted  the  H^ 
would  bear  with  him  wnile  he  discharged  it. 

Some  gentlemen  have  been  pleased  to  cons  s^ 
the  bill  on  the  table  a  mere  experiment.     V 
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should  be  cautious,  Mr.  ChairmaD,  how  we  adopt 
experiments  of  a  vague  and  uncertain  character; 
but  more  especially  ought  we  to  be  so,  when  the 
two  great  oranches  of  national  industry,  com- 
merce and  agriculture,  are  materially  interested  in 
that  experiment.  Shall  we  make  an  hasty  ex]>er- 
iment  on  our  best  interests 7  Shall  we  precipi- 
tately adopt  a  system  from  which  the  most  serious 
and  destructive  results  may  arise  ?  I  repeat,  that 
great  deliberation  and  reflection  are  required  of 
us.  And,  sir,  what  is  the  character  of  the  exper- 
iment which  is  about  to  be  made  ?  One  whicn  is 
to  give  a  new  direction  to  the  capital  and  labor  of 
the  country.  The  clamor  which  has  been  raised 
in  support  of  what  is  called  fiaHonoL  indmtry,  has 
this  for  its  object  and  nothing  else.  This  is  the 
inevitable  consequence  of  the  bill  on  yoar  table 
should  you  adopt  it.  Are  the  present  manufac- 
turers in  the  United  States  really  entitled  to  yoor 
aid  ?  Where  is  the  proof  of  it  ?  We  have  asked 
for  the  proof,  and  the  ehairman  of  the  committee 
frankly  acknowledged  that  he  did  not  possess  it. 
All  classes  labw,  at  this  time,  under  serious  em- 
barrassments. The  gentlemen  from  Pennsylva- 
nia (Mr.  Baldwin)  has  ascribed  these  embar- 
rassments to  the  badness  of  our  present  system. 
Not  so,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  causes  are  plain  and  ob- 
vious. The  present  extraordinary  condition  of 
the  world,  almost  all  Christendom  being  now  at 
peace,  is  one  of  the  great  caoses.  The  demand 
for  the  productions  of  our  soil  is  diminished  by 
the  circumstance  of  the  inhabitants  of  Europe 
being  now  permitted  to  pursue  the  walks  of  in- 
dustry, unmterrupted  by  the  turmoil  of  war. 
They  are  no  lon^r  dependent  on  us  for  those 
large  su pities  which  they  lately  required.  There 
is  another  cause  equally  operative,  and  it  is  to  be 
found  in  that  hot-bed  blanking  system,  which,  like 
the  present  bill,  when  introdnced,  was  mane  to 
promise  us  such  potent  blessings.  I  repeat,  that 
all  classes  are  ^atly  oppressed.  For  one,  i  wanted 
such  information  as  would  have  enabled  me  fairly 
to  contrast  the  condition  of  the  manufacturing 
with  the  other  interests  of  the  country.  I  wanted 
to  be  informed  wheth^  that  interest  onlv  soared 
in  the  same  ratio  with  the  others,  and  wnether  its 
sufferings  were  produced  by  skniiar  caoaes.  In 
the  absence  of  tnis  information,  I  am  left  to  con- 
clude that  it  is  now  deemed  expedient  to  hold  ont 
rewards  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  new  direction 
to  the  capital  and  labor  of  the  nation. 

If  gentlemen  imagine  that  by  this  bill  they  are 
securing  the  permanent  interests  of  the  manofac- 
turers ;  if  they  believe  that  this  is  all  which  will 
be  required  at  the  hands  of  the  Lesislature^  they 
are  most  grossly  deceived.  This  is  but  the  incip- 
ient measure  of  a  system.  I  venture  to  predict 
that,  after  the  lapse  of  a  very  few  years,  we  shall 
be  assailed  by  as  urgent  petitions  as  those  which 
have  poured  in  on  us  at  the  present  session. 

What  will  be  the  effect  of  this  measure  ?  It 
proposes  a  rate  of  duties  sufficiently  high  to  ena- 
ble our  artists  to  undersell  the  foreign  artist  in  the 
markets  of  this  country.  For  a  short  time,  it  will 
have  that  effect,  but  it  cannot  long  continue.  It 
adds  to  the  {»'ofits  of  those  who  at  this  time  have 
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their  capitals  invested  in  manufactories;  and  while 
other  classes  will  labor  under  severe  pecuniary 
embarrassments,  they  will  enjoy  comparative  pros- 
perity. What  will  be  the  consequence  ?  Why, 
sir,  tnere  is  no  principle  in  political  economy  more 
universally  true,  than  that  capital  will  flow  ilrto 
those  employments  from  which  it  can  derive  the 
greatest  profits.  This  bill,  then,  will  have  the 
effect  of  causing  new  investitures  of  capital.  Thus 
a  spirit  of  competition  will  have  be«n  generated, 
and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  the  profits  of 
these  capitalists  will  have  settled  down  to  their 
present  level.  The  supply  will  always,  after  a 
short  time,  suit  itself  to  the  demand,  and,  from 
being  at  first  deficient,  will  often  exceed  it.  Asain: 
The  advocates  of  this  system  have  attempted  too 
much.  They  have  clasped  in  their  embrace  too 
many  favorites  to  yield  a  permanent  benefit  tonny 
one.  There  will  exist  an  inequality  of  j[nrofits  in 
the  various  branches  of  manufacturing  indiHtiy ; 
and  this  circumstance  will  aid  greatly  in  produ- 
einff  the  result  which  I  have  dMueed.  To  sim- 
pli^  my  argnment,  let  me  present  to  yon  a  s«p» 
posititious  ease:  Take  the  case  of  the  tailor  and 
shoemaker.  If  the  tailor  makes  a  greater  profit 
in  his  trade,  then  you  will  have  more  tailors  thmn 
shoemakers ;  more  labor  will  be  employed  by  tke 
one  than  the  other.  The  shoemaker,  in  order  to 
retain  his  laborers  in  his  employment,  wiH  be 
forced  to  give  higher  'vrages ;  and  the  tailor,  in 
order  to  counteract  this  effect,  will  find  faimaelf 
compelled  to  increase  the  wages  of  his  laborefs. 
And  dius,  the  competition  between  them  will  ar|[e 
them  on  to  the  imposition  of  high  prices  on  their 
different  £ibrics.  While  the  wages  of  labor  are 
continually  advancing,  they  will  Ind  their  profits- 
constantly  diminishing,  and  their  resort  to  higli 
priees  for  their  products  will  resemble  the  desper- 
ate eff:>rt  of  the  gambler,  whose  hopes  are  all 
staked  on  the  labt  throw  of  the  dice.  The  conte* 
quenee  is  inevitable.  This  bill  secures  them  not- 
The  foreign  competitor  again  enters  your  market, 
and  again  will  our  ears  be  deafened  with  cries  iot 
relief. 

If  any  tliinff  more  was  wanting  to  satisfy  us  of 
the  triitn  of  these  deductions,  the  case  of  the  man- 
ufacturers of  bar  iron  would  be  conclusive.  Tkut 
gendeman  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Kiksbt,)  the 
other  day  very  candidly  confessed  that  in  1816  he 
did  believe  that  the  duty  then  laid  on  that  article 
would  have  been  in  all  respects  sufilcient;  but  he 
then  labored  nnder  a  deception,  and  an  additional 
duty  is  now  proposed.  How  has  this  been  pro- 
duced 7  It  may  clearly  be  traced  to  the  causes 
which  have  already  been  suggested.  The  maniir 
facturer  of  bar  iron  had  to  ffo  into  a  market  Uft 
the  purpose  of  procuring  laborers,  where  he  met 
with  the  farmer  and  merchant  as  his  competitors. 
The  competition  operated  disadvantageonsly  to 
him,  and  he  again  presents  himself  to  you  for 
relief.  In  a  country  tnickly  populated,  sucn  effects 
would  gradually  and  almost  imperceptibly  devel^ 
ope  themselves.  Where  a  surplus  population  ex- 
ists, each  branch  of  industry  will  be  well  supplied 
with  laborers ;  the  bidding  is  on  the  part  of  the 
laborer  for  employment,  and  not,  aa  in  m  new 
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country,  by  the  undertaker  for  the  laborer.  But 
where  you  have  an  eztensiye  wilderness  yet  to 
settle,  where,  from  the  paucity  of  hands,  the  wages 
of  laoor  must  necessarily  be  high,  where  the  la- 
borer feels  and  knows  the  value  which  is  set  on 
him,  as  sure  as  man  is  man,  the  effects  which  I 
have  anticipated  will  result.  If,  then,  you  intend 
to  stop  here,  you  only  hold  out  a  false  lure ;  one 
promising  permanent  benefit,  but,  unless  pressed 
to  prohibition,  resulting  in  ruin.  I  take  it,  then, 
for  granted  that  no  gentleman  will  vote  for  this 
measure  who  is  not  prepared  to  go  on  to  prohi- 
bition. 

Let  us,  then,  look  to  the  effects  of  such  a  mea- 
sure. Remember  the  history  of  your  banks,  and 
you  will  have  the  picture  of  the  effects  to  flow 
from  prohibitions.  By  such  a  measure  the  other 
interests  of  the  community  are  thrown  prostrate 
at  the  feet  of  the  manufacturers.  The  dread  of 
competition  from  abroad  will  no  longer  afford  a 
checlc  to  unreasonable  demands.  It  would  be  idle 
to  expect  that  they  would  be  satisfied  with  mode- 
«rate  profits.  Such  is  not  in  the  nature  of  man, 
nor  do  I  venture  to  utter  a  complaint  against  it. 
Immense  fortunes  will  be  realized  before  such  fur- 
ther investment  of  capital  shall  take  plaQe  as  to 
destroy  the  monopoly.  But,  sir,  such  investments 
will  in  time  take  place ;  large  investments  will  be 
invited ;  vi^e  shall  then  have  become  a  manufac- 
turing nation,  and  fabrics  to  a  greater  amount 
than  will  be  required  for  home  consumption  will  be 
produced,  i^ain,  then,  you  will  have  to  resort  to 
expedients.  Let  us  not  disguise  the  fact.  By  the 
time  you  have  reached  this  stage,  that  class  of  so- 
ciety will  be  too  numerous  to  supplicate.  No, 
ihey  will  speak  in  the  tone  of  dictation.  They 
will  tell  you  that,  invited  by  the  legislation  of 
Congress,  they  have  invested  millions.  They  will 
tell  you  that  the  home  market  is  overstocked  with 
their  fabrics ;  that  their  surplus  products  are  rot- 
ting on  their  hands ;  and  that  rum  awaits  them, 
unless  you  extend  further  protection.  They  will 
enter  no  foreign  market  without  your  aid,  for  there 
they  will  come  in  competition  with  the  artisans  of 
other  nations.  What,  then,  could  you  do  ?  You 
would  have  to  encourage  the  exportations  by 
bounties.  This  is  the  inevitable  effect ;  and  what 
would  be  the  effect  of  the  premium  ?  Sir,  it  oper- 
ates beneficially  to  the  foreign  consumer,  and  inju-  j 
riously  to  your  own  citizen.  One  of  the  objects  of  | 
a  bounty  is  to  keep  up  the  home  price.  If  the 
manufacturers  cannot  afford  to  make  a  yard  of 
cloth  for  less  than  five  dollars,  and  the  supply 
should  be  ereater  than  the  demand,  it  is  obvious 
that  the  cloth  would  fall  below  that  price,  and, 
without  the  interposition  of  the  Grovemment,  ruin 
would  await  him.  If,  in  the  foreign  market,  op- 
erated on  either  by  the  tariff  of  duties  there  exist- 
ing, or  other  causes,  his  cloth  would  not  sell  at  a 
profit,  the  Government  finds  itself  compelled  to 
mterpose,  and  make  up  by  its  bounty  the  difference 
between  the  market ^rice  and  that  at  which  the 
manufacturer  can  afford  to  sell  at  a  reasonable 
profit.  Thus,  then,  we  shall  supply  the  foreign 
mt  a  less  price  than  the  domestic  consumer.  Every 
other  class  pays  then  a  tax  for  the  support  of  this 


class  of  citizens,  for  the  boudty  operates  as  a  tii 
and  a  heavy  one  often,  on  the  citizens  of  the  c<  . '. 
try.  These  demands,  too,  will  be  constantly  ^.r 
dergoing  a  change,  and  will  depend,  not  on  y>  c 
selves,  but  on  the  regulations  oi  forei^;n  countrit? 

Thus,  then,  have  we  arrived  at  tne  land^^:=c 
of  this  system.    You  have  now  reached  the   ::- 
mate  end  of  your  journey.    Let  gentlemen  &.▼ 
pause  and  reflect.    If  they  shall  have  imagin  <'  r 
to  be  a  voyage  over  an  unruffled  ocean,  I  tell  ±i:- 
that  they  are  deceived.     In  fitting  out  thi:^  3:7 
and  favorite  ship,  do  thev  forget  that  it  is  prot'A: 
that  those  bottoms  whicn  have  heretofore  l^Li 
you  on  to  happiness,  advanced  your  wealth,  '^- 
ibrded  strength    and    security,    are    rotting  aik 
decaying  on  your  hands  ?    What  becomes  of  ag- 
riculture?   I  contend  that  the  first  and  ioeritahir 
effect  of  this  bill  is  to  reduce  the  vaJoe  of  Ian  J ; 
to  diminish  the  value  of  the  capital  of  die  himer. 
Manufacturing  labor  and  capital,  or  by  far  the 
greater  portion,  wUl  be  subducted  from  agricul- 
ture.   Men  wiU  pursue  their  true  iatcsesls.  and 
you  will  have  made  it  their  interests  to  abandos^ 
their  fields,  and  to  invest  their  capital  in  manu- 
facturing establishments.    The  advance  of  im- 
provement will  be  in  a  great  measure  stopped.    A 
portion  of  the  soil  will  be  thrown  out  01  cuUr,  »- 
tion,  and  the  result  is  obvious.     This  conclQ>i'.c 
is  drawn  from  principles  so  clear,  that  to  pr(>j  v 
further  would  be  an  unnecessary  ^waste  of  uoi:. 

But,  sir,  what  will  be  the  effects  while  this  ^^- 
sition  of  capital  is  taking  place  ?     It  must  be  ^<r.<e 
time  before  society  can  accommodate  itself  ic  ^  iV 
sudden  chanse.    America  is  now  the  grtDan  i 
the  world  ;  she  supplies  the  wants  of  forei^  ca- 
tions as  they  arise.     It  is  true  that  the  krazn 
market  at  this  moment  is  almost  glutted ;  bm  ^^ 
we  be  denied  the  advantage  of  profiting  by  a 
change  in  that  market?    Do  not  all  prodaccf> 
experience  fluctuations  in  their  markets?    T'v 
day,  from  the  deficiency  of  the  suppljr,  high  prk^ 
are  obtained ;  to-morrow  the  market  is  better  sup- 
plied, and  a  diminution  in  the  value  of  the  jxoduci 
takes  place.    These  are  calculations  whch  ail 
men  must  make,  in  whatever  branch  of  industry 
they  may  be  employed.    Who  can  leU  how  long 
the  causes  which  now  operate  to  om  injury  may 
continue  to  exist?    All  human  aSuib  are  con- 
stantly undergoing  a  change ;  and  even  while  1 
am  now  addressing  you,  new  causes  of  disputes 
among  the  Powers  of  Europe  may  be  unfcJdiD; 
them^ves.    The  speck  which  is   now  scartcli 
discernible  on  the  horizon,  the  next  mon^eot  nis) 
swell  into  a  cloud,  dark  an'd  portentous.    Wxil 
you  not,  by  this  system,  deny  to  us  all  benc€tiTc>m 
any  change  which  may  occur  ?    Yes,  sir,  I  coii- 
tend  that  you  will  have  done  so.     Society  live^ 
on  exchanges  \  exchange  constitutes  the  very  ^:  - 
of  commerce.    Under  present  circumstance^  '•■ 
merchant  purchases  the  products  of  the  couriL*- 
ships  them  abroad,  and  receives  in  exchange  a'' 
cles  which  the  country  furnishes  to   which  ' 
makes  his  shipment.    6ut  can  you  expect  i  . 
foreign  nations  wiU  buy  of  you  for  any  TengtL 
time,  iipless  you  buy  ot  them  ?    You  cannot  : 
so  visionary.    But  suppose  they  could,  what  wol.. 
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you  receire  in  return  ?  Gold  and  silver,  articles 
of  no  value,  but  as  a  medium  of  exchange.  At- 
tempts have  been  made  by  some  nations  to  retain 
all  the  gold  and  silver  that  flowed  in  upon  them. 
The  attempt  has  been  regarded  as  indicative  of 
the  highest  folly.  So  would  also  be  a  system 
which  should  look  to  a  constant  importation  of 
the  precious  metals.  I  repeat,  that  the  great  use 
of  money  is  to  serve  as  a  medium  of  exchange 
among  nations  and  among  men ;  and,  to  suppose 
an  extreme  case,  if  we  could  goon  until  we  obtamed 
all  the  money  in  the  world,  we  should  still  be  like 
the  miser  or  a  beggar  in  the  midst  of  it.  You 
would  then,  bv  this  cruel  system,  have  diminished 
the  value  of  tne  land,  the  capital  of  the  farmer, 
and  have  shut  him  out  almost  entirely  from  all 
foreign  markets. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  promised  a  home 
market  for  our  products.    Are  gentlemen  serious 
when  the^  ur^e  such  arguments?    Would  you 
add  by  this  bul  to  the  number  of  consumers  in 
the  United  States?    I  speak  of  the  agricultural 
interest,  as  it  now  exists,  before  sufficient  time 
shall  have  elapsed  to  enable  the  farmer  to  desert 
his  field,  and  give  a  new  direction  to  his  labor.    I 
ask,  then,  if  your  manufactures  shall  prosper;  if 
you  succeed,  as  you  unquestionably  will,  in  build- 
ing up  large  manufacturing  estaSlishments,  will 
you  add  to  the  number  of  consumers  ?    Who  will 
be  found  in  them  ?    Men  who  must  be  fed  whether 
they  are  there  or  elsewhere — ^laborers.    Will  this 
be  to  furnish  a  new  market  ?    Take  the  case  of 
large  mercantile  cities ;  they  would  furnish  a  par- 
allel.   By  concentrating  the  population,  you  con- 
centrate the  number  of  purchasers,  but  you  do  not 
thereby  increase  their  number.     Whether  your 
fifty  merchants  be  in  a  city,  or  dispersed  over  the 
country,  they  do  not  lose  their  character  of  pur- 
chasers.   They  must,  in  either  event,  be  fed.    So 
too  with  the  laborers  employed  in  a  manufactory. 
But  look  to  the  list  of  agricultural  exports,  and 
tell  me  how  long  it  will  take  you  to  furnish  a  home 
market  for  them  ?    Thev  amounted  last  year,  if  I 
do  not  mistake,  to  something  like  $50,000,000,  and 
this  was  made  up  of  the  portion  of  product  which 
remained  after  satisfying  the  home  demand.    The 
proposition,  sir.  ^s  futile ;  nay,  a  perfect  mockery. 
Nor  are  we  to  oe  deceived  by  the  apparent  regard 
which  the  Committee  of  Manufactures  has  evinced 
in  our  behalf.    The  chairman  (Mr.  Baldwin)  has 
been  pleased  to  report  a  duty  on  cotton  and  tobacco, 
imported  into  this  country.    Did  he  really  imagine 
that  the  members  from  Greorsia  and  South  Caro- 
lina were  to  be  entrapped  by  the  ISrst,  or  the  mem- 
bers from  Virginia  by  the  last  ?    I  feel  assured  that 
my  honorable  friend  did  not  intend  to  practise  a 
deception  upon  us.    He  would  spurn,  with  indig- 
nation, any  such  resort.    But  I  ask  him  seriously 
to  say  whether  he  thinks  that  the  South  requires 
this  tax  on  cotton,  or  Virginia  this  tax  on  tobacco? 
Look  at  the  list  of  annual  exports  of  cotton,  and 
tell  me  if  the  cotton  planter  here  has  any  thing  to 
fear  from  foreign  competition  ?    And  is  it  not  well 
known  that  the  Virginia  tobacco  planter  fears  no 
competition  on  earth?    No  other  tobacco  comes 
into  competition  with  it,    France  admits  none 


other  than  that  raised  in  Virginia ;  and  the  anxiety 
of  foreign  purchasers  to  obtain  our  tobacco,  is  the 
best  evidence  of  its  decided  superiority  over  the 
similar  production  of  any  other  country.  As  well 
might  the  gentleman,  it  he  had  been  legislating 
for  Newcastle,  to  use  a  familiar  illustration,  have 
laid  a  hi^h  duty  on  coal  thereinto  imported. 

But,  sir,  we  must  moreover  be  taxed,  and  highly 
taxed,  to  support  this  system.  Do  you  require 
proof  of  the  truth  of  this  assertion  ?  The  bill  on 
your  table  furnishes  the  evidence.  Sir,  1  thank 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  for  having  ad- 
dressed us  in  a  plain  and  intelligible  manner. 
Aware  that  the  high  duties  imposed  bv  the  bill  on 
the  greater  pumber  of  articles,  would  produce  a 
deficit  in  the  revenue,  he  has  proposed  to  remedy 
this  evil  by  exacting  higher  duties  on  articles  of 
the  first  necessity.  On  sugar,  cofiee,  molasses,  and 
salt,  a  large  revenue  is  proposed  to  be  raised. 
Who  will  have  to  pay  it  ?  Inasmuch  as  the  agri- 
cultural class  is  the  most  numerous,  they  will  have 
to  pay  the  greater  portion  of  it.  Sir,  it  operates 
as  a  direct  tax  on  them. 

You  extort  for  a  time  from  their  necessities,  bat 
they  cannot  long  bear  the  exaction,  and  if  you  do 
not  experience  a  large  deficiency  of  revenue  this 
year,  you  will  the  next.  Although  these  articles 
enter  into  the  general  consumption  of  the  country, 
yet  an  increase  of  prices  will  have  the  efiect  of  di- 
minishing their  consumption.  The  poorer  classes 
will  be  forced  to  resort  to  cheap  substitutes.  It  is 
not  a  time  to  be  loading  the  country  with  additional 
burdens ;  it  is  already  sufficiently  oppressed.  We 
should  administer  relief  to  the  people,  as  far  as 
practicable,  by  retrenching  the  expenses  of  the 
Government ;  and,  sir,  if  the  gentleman  had  looked 
over  the  whole  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  Jie  would  have  discovered  that,  so  far 
from  that  committee  deeming  it  necessary  to  resort 
to  a  system  of  internal  revenue,  strong  reasons  were 
urged  bv  them  against  such  a  course.  The  gen- 
tleman nas  called  the  present  system  of  revenue  a 
rotten  system.  And  now  does  he  propose  to  get 
rid  of  it  ?  By  adopting  a  system  of  excises.  And 
when  does  he  propose  to  resort  to  that  system  ? 
Dare  you  resort  to  it  until  you  have  reached  pro- 
hibitions ?  Would  it  not  do  aVay  the  effect  of 
high  duties  ?  The  manufacturer  would  have  to 
impose  the  amount  of  the  excise  on  the  price  of 
his  fabrics,  and  thus  the  effect  of  the  duty  would 
be  completely  neutralized.  You  can  only  adopt 
a  system  of  direct  and  heavy  taxation.  And  shall 
all  other  classes  be  taxed  to  uphold  this  favorite — 
manufacturers  ?  When  the  gentleman  talked  of  a 
rotten  system,  I  had  hoped  that  he  would  have 
given  us  something  of  a  purer  and  more  healthy 
character.  However  despicable  it  may  be,  I,  for 
one,  shall  cling  to  it  witn  the  most  persevering 
obstinacy.  So  far,  under  its  influence,  we  have 
gone  on  prosperously  and  happily.  The  weight 
of  government  has  not  been  felt  by  the  citizen. 
He  nas  been  left,  as  far  as  possible,  what  God  cre- 
ated him,  a  free  agent.  The  revenue  has  been 
raised  by  his  voluntary  subscriptions,  and,  in  its 
greatest  extent,  from  his  imaginary  wants.  The 
system,  as  it  now  exists,  may  be  esteemed  the  le- 
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ffitimate  source  of  revenue  for  this  Government. 
The  States  passed  over  to  us  this  the  most  produc- 
tii^e  source  of  income,  and  retained  only  the  right 
to  resort  to  direct  taxes.  Although  they  conferred 
on  this  Government  the  power,  under  circumstances 
of  urgent  necessity,  of  taxing  the  same  articles 
with  themselves,  yet  the  policy  of  the  Government 
heretofore  has  been  to  avoid,  in  time  of  peace,  a 
resort  to  the  exercise  of  such  a  power.  But  the 
gentleman  is  exceedingly  dissatisfied  with  this 
system,  because  of  the  fluctuation  which  takes  place 
in  the  amount  of  the  revenue ;  and  what  is  his  ul- 
timatum 1  Excises.  And  are  they  less  liable  to 
fluctuation  in  amount  ?  No,  sir.  When  we  shall 
have  become  agreat  manufacturing  people ;  when 
we  shall  have  attained  this  great  desideratum,  will 
not  the  state  of  foreign  markets  produce  a  similar 
condition  of  things  with  that  which  now  exists? 
The  amount  of  your  bounties  on  exportation  will 
be  constantly  fluctuating,  and  an  increase  of  reve- 
noe  during  one  year  could  not  be  relied  on  for  the 
ensuing  year.  The  gentleman  has  been  pleased, 
also,  to  complain  of  the  necessity  which  we  are 
now  under  to  resort  to  a  loan  of  $2,000,000.  What 
is  the  fact  in  reference  to  this  loan  ?  It  does  not 
add  to  the  debt  of  the  nation.  During  this  year, 
two-thirds  of  the  Mississippi  stock  Incomes  re- 
deemable. The  bill  from  the  committee  authorizes 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  accept  subscrip- 
tioBK  of  that  stock  in  satisfaction  of  the  loan.  If 
subscribed,  that  debt  will  be  postponed  for  a  limited 
time ;  and  if  not  subscribed,  a  new  debt  will  be 
created  in  its  place,  and  it  redeemed.  So  that  it 
is  obvious  the  engagements  of  the  Government  are 
not  augmented,  but  merely  postponed. 

I  think,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  have  ren- 
dered in  some  measure  the  efiects  which  will  flow 
from  this  bill  manifest.  It  will  diminish  the  value 
of  our  land  ;  it  will  shut  us  out  from  the  foreign 
market ;  it  cannot  substitute  a  home  market,  as  is 
erroneously  contended  ;  and,  Anally,  it  subjects  us 
to  a  heavy  burden  of  taxation.  Is  it  necessary 
that  I  should  go  on  to  show  its  eflects  on  com- 
merce? Agriculture  and  commerce  are  twin  sis- 
ters. You  cannot  inflict  a  wound  on  the  one  with- 
out injuring  the  other.  Our  foreign  trade,  I  have 
already  attempted  to  show,  would  be  greatly  and 
most  seriouf^ly  curtailed.  And,  sir,  when  the  gen- 
tleman excepts  from  duty  copper  used  for  sheath- 
ing of  ships,  he  takes  care  to  limit  this  application 
of  that  article  by  striking  a  destructive  blow  at  the 
vessel  itself.  That  noble  spirit  of  enterprise  which 
has  heretofore  been  our  chief  boast,  will  be  in  a 

great  measure  destroyed,  and  your  navigation  will 
e  confined  to  your  own  bays  and  creeks.  Tell 
me  not,  then,  of  the  embarrassments  which  now 
prevail  in  this  land.  Go  on  with  this  Chinese 
system ;  carry  this  strange  fallacy  into  efiect,  and 
we  shall  present  a  contrast  as  striking,  between 
our  present  and  our  then  situation,  as  that  which 
is  exhibited  in  the  case  of  a  child  who  has  lost  his 
plaything,  and  of  the  man  whose  house  is  wrapt 
m  flames,  and  the  fruits  of  a  long  life  of  industry 
in  a  moment  destroyed. 

Man  is  never  satisfied,  from  his  cradle  to  his 
grave.     When  in  his  infancy,  he  sighs  to  attain 


the  years  of  manhood;  and  when  old  age  ot^: 
takes  him,  he  casts  "a  longing,  lin^rins^  Ic- >.' 
behind  him,  and  weeps  for  the  return  of  the  l'l.- 
of  his  youth.     So  is  it,  too,  with  nations.    M2- 
dom  would  admonish  them  of  the  folly  atteDirrr- 
on  their  wishes;  but,  sir,  they  often  press  on  tl, 
too  much  solicitude  to  the  attainment  of  maturx 
and  thereby  bring  on  themselves  a  premature  d 
age.    Shall  we  adopt  this  wicked  and  injur.vs 
course  of  policy  ?    Have  we  any  reason  to  be  dis- 
satisfied  with  our  condition?     £iOok  to  the  ^<: 
a  wilderness  has  been  reclaimed ;  and,  not«.:h* 
standing  the  difficulties  and  embarrassment  atten- 
dant on  our  early  history,  we  have  now  a  fair  acd 
extensive  garden  spread  before  us,  abounding  m 
the  choicest  gifts  0/  a  bountiful   Providence,  and 
inhabited  bv  upwards  of  ten   milhons  of  souls. 
Our  march  has  been  most  rapid  ;  bat  are  we  not 
still  in  our  infancy  ?    Does  there  exist  any  neces- 
sity for  us  to  resort  to  artificial  means  to  hasten 
our  growth  ?    Do  we  require  the  nosinmis  of  gen- 
tlemen to  secure  our  health  ?     No,  &r,  1  do  stiA 
hope  that  we  shall  not  resort  to  expedients  vrhlcb 
Uoat  the  body  politic,  and,  in  the  end,  enervate 
and  destroy. 

To  show  the  fallacy  of  such  a  coarse,  let  xsa 
imagine  that  a  gentleman  should  rise  in  his  place 
and  jpropose  to  you  forthwith  to*  bnild  np  a  b27>' 
equal  to  that  of  England,  what  'wx»ald  yon  timi 
of  him?    And  yet  he  might  appeal  to  yoci  na- 
tional pride ;  he  mi^ht  point  to  the  security  vh^ch 
it  would  afibrd  to  the  nation  in  the  event  of  ojq- 
flicts  with  foreign  nations.    But  yon  would  ust 
hesitate  to  say  to  him,  ^'Sir,  be  not  so  impatient; 
wait  the  process  of  time,  and  in  its  fulaes^  ai/ 
your  wishes  will  be  accomplished."     So,  toe,  wili 
1  say  to  the  advocates  of  the  present  bill— su^er 
things  to  take  their  own  course,  and  the  time  wdl 
arrive  when  manufactures  will  flourish  withoct 
the  factitious  aid  of  the  GovernmenL    Natunl 
causes  will  produce  this  result.     Nature  gorcrns 
man  by  no  principle  more  fixed  than  that  which 
leads  him  to  pursue  his  interest     When  h  sbail 
correspond  with  the  interest  of  this  natMO  10  be- 
come a  manufacturing  nation,  sneh  wi^  it  become. 
1  will  venture,  however,  the  opinion  tfcit  such  will 
not  be  the  case  while  we  have  a  wiktemess  to  peo- 
ple.   What  is  the  object  of  all  labox*,  to  obtfiin 
the  means  of  sustaining  life  in  comfort,  an^  secur- 
ing for  one's  posterity  an  independence?    Tk 
ffpntlenian   from  Pennsylvania   (Mr.  Bald'wl'^} 
has  told  us  of  the  great  importance  of  conTeroc^ 
sand  into  glass  and  old  rags  into  paper;  ofmider- 
ing  that  which  is  unproductive,  productive.   Bat 
can  the  labor  of  society  be  directed  with  greater 
beneflt  to  the  nation,  to  the  world  at  lar^,  or  *.c 
the  laborer,  than  in  rendering  the  nseless  foT^< 
lands  of  this  country  productive  and  fertile?  llos 
much  does  this  process  add  to  the  comforts  ai. 
conveniences  of  civilized  man !    How  exten^  * 
and  how  variously  supplied  a  table  does  it  1 
present!    Regarded  in  a  national  point  of  vr-v 
no  proces.s  can  add  more  rapidly  to  the  wealn.^ 
society ;  regarded  as  afiecting  the  laborer  and  cap- 
italist, the  same  result  takes  place.    Ask  yours*  1  •  r- 
if  you  are  parents,  if  every  principle  of  parenu. 
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love  would  not  invite  you  to  expend  your  surplus 
capital  in  an  inheritance  for  your  children,  which 
war  cannot  destroy  or  fire  consume?  And  yet 
this  bill  proposes  a  new  direction  to  the  capital 
and  industry  of  your  citizens.  By  holding  out  a 
douceur  you  are  attempting  to  arrest  this  tide  of 
things  and  turn  it  into  a  channel  dug  by  your- 
selves. Again,  I  ask,  why  are  we  to  do  this? 
Can  we  hope,  or  could  we  wish,  to  advance  more 
rapidly  in  the  road  of  national  wealth  than  we 
have  done  1  Our  population  doubles  in  every 
twenty-five  years,  and  our  resources  keep  a  proper 
pace  with  our  population. 

Sir,  gentlemen  may  tell  me  what  they  please 
ahout  their  rotten  manufactories ;  but  I  call  upon 
them  to  compare  the  advance  of  our  nation  with 
that  of  any  other  that  ever  existed,  under  like  cir- 
cumstances, and  to  deduce,  if  they  can,  an  unfa- 
vorable conclusion  towards  us.  True,  a  cloud 
now  rests  over  us,  hut  it  is  one  arising  from  causes 
plain  and  palpable.  It  would  be  unreasonable  to 
expect  that  we  should  always  experience  sunshine. 
I  tell  the  gentleman,  then,  that  we  want  no  changei 
and  least  of  all  the  change  that  he  would  give  ua. 
To  expose  still  further  this  fallacy,  suffer  me  to  ask 
you  what  would  have  been  thought  by  intelligent 
men,  if  our  early  settlers  at  Jamestown,  at  Ply- 
mouth, and  elsewhere,  had  adopted  this  system, 
and  resolved  to  have  erected  manufactories  amonff 
them  ?  The  attempt  would  have  been  esteemed 
prosperous  and  idle.  And  what  is  our  situation 
m  comparison  to  the  old  nations  of  Europe,  taking 
into  the  estimate  the  undefined  boundaries  of  this 
mighty  empire?  I  will  not  occupy  the  time  of 
the  Committee  hy  answering  the  question.  All 
may  draw  the  deduction. 

But,  sir,  we  must  become  independent  of  foreign 
nations.  This  is  the  basis  of  this  theory ;  a  theory 
which  aims  to  subvert  the  ordinaripes  of  Heaven 
itself.  I  was  near  pronouncing  it  an  impious 
theory. 

Mr.  Chairman,  man  is  dependent  on.  man  and 
nation  on  nation.    Nature  has  written  this  truth  I  shall  be  implicated,  I  trust  I  shall   require  no 


the  earth  should  adopt  this  notion,  what  would 
shortly  become  the  condition  of  the  world  ?    The 
advance  to  literary  attainment  would  be  without 
a  scaffolding  to  support  it.    Each,  instead  of  draw- 
ing from  a  common  stock,  would  have  to  rely 
alone  on  its  own  capacity.    Tbose  arts  which  im^ 
prove  and  embellish  life  would  gradually  decay, 
and  the  world  would  relapse  into  another  state  of 
vandalism.    But,  sir,  whatever  may  be  the  direc- 
tion of  your  industry,  this  cannot  be  the  case. 
The  intercourse  with  foreign  nations  will  be  car- 
ried oa  to  a  certain  extent,  as  I  have  before  shown ; 
and  it  remains  to  be  inquired  whether  a  manufac- 
turing or  an  agricultural  nation  be,  in  truth,  the 
most  independent  of  others?    I  contend  that  the 
latter,  in  this  point  of  view,  has  the  decided  ad  van* 
tajge.    A  manufacturing  nation  is,  in  every  sense 
of^the  word,  dependent  on  others.    Look  to  Eng- 
land!   Cut  off  trom  the  markets  of  the  world,  and 
misery  and  ruin  await  her.    Threaten  to  close 
your  ports  against  her,  and  she  becomes  forthwith 
alarmed.    Close  them,  and  a  great  portion  of  her 
population  are  thrown  out  of  employment  and  re- 
duced to  begsary.    How  is  it  witn  an  agricultural 
nation?    Other  nations  are,  in  a  great  measure, 
dependent  on  it  for  food.    They  may  dispense  with 
your  silks  and  gewgaws,  but  bread  they  must 
have.    And  when  its  foreign  trade  is  destroyed, 
that  very  circumstance  operates  beneficially  to  the 
poorer  classes,  for  they  are  then  enabled  to  obtata 
the  necessaries  of  life  in  greater  abundance,  on 
much  cheaper  and  mach  better  terms.    This  im- 
aginary good,  then,  cannot  be  obtained  without 
warring  with  the  fiat  of  Omnipotence  itself,  and, 
if  obtained,  would  be  productive  of  crying  erijft. 
Nor  do  you,  in  any  manner,  benefit  a  nation  by 
converting  it  from  an  agrietdtural  into  a  man«- 
facturifig  nation. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  made  a  strong 
appeal  to  our  honor ;  he  said  that  that  honor  re- 
qjaired  us  to  meet  France  and  England  with  their 
own  weapons ;  whenever  the  honor  of  this  natioii 


in  characters  that  cannot  be  misunderstood.  Over 
one  portion  of  the  fflobe  the  seasons  are  genial  and 
mild,  and  the  earth  pours  forth  its  most  abundant 
productions;  over  another.  Winter  maintains  its 
reign.  One  produces  cotton  and  breadstuffs^  while 
another  is  only  inhabited  by  glaziers.  Would 
you,  to  render  Massachusetts  independent  of  South 
Carolina,  undertake  there  the  culture  of  cotton  ? 
Yet  this  might  be  done  in  hotrbeds,  s^ad  by  holding 
out  high  rewards.  Or  would  South  Carolina  w 
so  blind  to  her  interest  as  to  abandon  the  culture 
of  cotton,  and*  attempt  to  rival  Massachusetts  in 
raising  stock  ?  It  would  be  folly  for  her  to  do  so, 
and  yet  it  might  possiblv  be  accomplished.  But, 
in  neglecting  to  do  so,  she  would  proceed  on  ttie 
true  principle  that  she  could  purchase  much  cheaper 
than  she  could  raise.  And  yet  we,  the  legislators 
of  this  great  nation,  proceed  on  a  different  princi- 
ple^ and  assume  it  to  be  correct  to  manuiacture 
articles  which  might  he  obtained  on  much  better 
terms  from  abroad.  But  press  this  idea  of  national 
independence  still  further,  and  what  are  the  con- 
sequences?   Suppose  every  nation  on  the  £ice  of 


prompter  to  tell  me  my  duty.  But  what  grievance 
have  we  to  complain,  of?  Why,  sir,  we  eom- 
menced  the  war  by  laying  high  duties  on  English 
fabrics,  and  what  enormous  offence  has  she  been 
guilty  of?  Why,  to  counteract  the  effect  of  our 
duty,  she  has  imposed  a  duty  on  our  cotton.  Is 
this  any  thing  more  than  a  measure  of  seli^pi«ser- 
vation  ?  Have  we  any  cause  to  qiiarrel  with  her 
for  so  doing?  But  the  gentleman  complains  also 
of  her  bonnMe<  on  her  exports,  and  informed  «8 
that  the  bounty  had  the  effector  enabling  ourmear^ 
chants  to  sell  some  of  her  fabrics  in  this  country 
at  first  cost.  Now,  sir,  if  the  gentleman  is  disposed 
to  go  to  war  with  England  for  this,  I  am  not.  And 
why  should  we  make  war  on  France  through  this 
bill  ?  Why,  because  France  lays  a  higher  duty 
on  our  cotton  than  on  the  Turkey  cotton  ?  And 
why  does  she  do  so?    The  gentleman  himsdf 

fLve  the  reason ;  our  cotton  is  indispensable  to  the 
rench  manufactures;  not  so  witn  the  Turkey 
cotton;  the  one  yields  a  greater  and  move  certain 
revenue  than  the  other.  The  one  may^  be  taxed 
high  for  the  purpose  of  reventte,  whereas  a  high 
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tax  on  the  other  would  keep  it  out  of  the  market. 
She  resorts  to  the  duty  then  for  a  legitimate  ohject, 
and  we  have  no  right  to  complain.  But  what  does 
the  gentleman  propose  as  a  remedy  for  this  evil  ? 
Why,  sir,  he  proposes  an  almost  entire  loss  of  the 
French  markets.  Will  the  cotton  planters  thank 
him  for  this  manifestation  of  his  friendship  1  No, 
sir,  if  that  be  his  friendship,  they  will  most  ardently 
supplicate  to  be  delivered  from  it.  Sir,  it  is  a 
friendship  which,  while  it  smiles  in  the  face,  strikes 
to  the  yitals ;  a  friendship  which^  instead  of  up- 
holding, prostrates  in  the  dust ;  a  friendship  which 
bears  theV>rt  and  attitude  of  the  most  inveterate 
hostility. 

On  what  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  this  system 
founded?  Gentlemen  will  pardon  me  for  sayin^^ 
that  it  is  bas^  on  narrow  and  contracted  princi- 
ples ;  it  is  founded  on  a  desire  to  engross  all  wealth 
to  ourselves,  and  to  beggar  others;  it  looks  not 
abroad  through  the  world  of  man,  but  confines 
itself  to  home,  and  even  there  it  blights  and  de- 
stroys ;  it  overlooks  the  plainest  principles  of  polit- 
ical economy.  For  one,  I  should  be  pleased  to  see 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth  prosperous,  and  happy, 
and  rich ;  for  it  would  furnish  to  me  the  best  evi- 
dence of  the  prosperity  of  my  native  land.  Were 
you  a  merchant  would  you  settle  yourself  in  a  rich 
or  poor  neighborhood  ?  Sir,  you  would  not  be  so 
blind  as  to  locate  yourself  among  persons  who 
would  not  be  able  to  purchase  your  goods.  So 
with  nations  with  whom  we  trade.  Let  us  then 
not  run  after  bubbles ;  let  us  learn  contentment,  and 
not  deceive  ourselves ;  let  us  then  not  rudely  and 
heedlessly  throw  from  us  the  rich  blessings  which 
Providence  has  bestowed  upon  us ;  let  other  nations 
press  on,  if  they  please,  to  that  point  when  they 
will  lose  their  agricultural,  and  assume  a  manufac- 
turing character ;  so  mucn  the  better  for  us ;  our 
market  will  thus  be  increased  for  the  products  of 
our  soil,  and  wealth  and  happiness  will  await  us. 

I  thank  the  Committee  for  their  attention ;  and 
although  I  might  urge  many  more  considerations 
upon  them,  yet  an  anxiety  to  see  the  session  ter- 
minate, and  knowing  that  others  have  to  follow 
me  who  will  embrace  in  their  different  views  all 
that  is  important  to  bring  us  to  a  correct  conclu- 
sion, I  shall  add  nothing  more  than  the  expression 
of  an  anxious  desire  that  we  may  not  now  lay  the 
cornerstone  of  this  ruinous  system  of  policy. 

Mr.  Storrs  delivered  a  speech  of  about  an  hour's 
length,  in  reply. 

Mr.  Gross  said,  that  the  proposition  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Vir^nia  (Mr.  Tyler) 
must  have  originated  in  a  conviction,  on  his  part, 
of  the  impolicy  of  the  billj  considered  in  relation 
to  the  principles  upon  which  it  has  been  framed, 
and  not  in  a  mere  dissatisfaction  with  its  details. 
In  the  latter  case,  candor  and  patriotism  would 
have  concurred  in  pointing  the  honorable  gentle- 
man to  a  course  very  dinerent  from  the  one  he 
had  adopted.  He  would  have  proposed  amend- 
ments rather  than  have  submitted  a  motion  to  de- 
stroy the  bill.  What  reasons  does  he  offer  to  induce 
us  to  support  his  motion  ?  I  confess,  said  Mr.  G., 
that  I  should  think  him  in  favor  of  the  bill,  did  I 
take  his  remarks  instead  of  his  motion,  as  the  test 


of  his  sentiments.     He  acknowledges    that  xh- 
general  pacification  of  Europe,  and  the  consequic: 
loss  of  a  market  for  our  agricultural  product. cil^ 
is  the  cause  of  the  present  distress.     The  honoi^  £«'t 
gentleman,  sir,  is  perfectly  right.     We  may  ti'i 
about  banks  and  extravagance  as  much  as  -mre  pkss^ ; 
but  they  are  not  the  cause  of  our   znisfortuneF. 
They  are  rather  the  evidences  of  oar  former  prcr- 
perity.    When  every  thin^  which  our  soil  produced 
commanded  a  high  price  m  the  European  markexs, 
and  when  we  were  the  carriers  for  all  natioiB.  ve 
could  afford  to  be  extravagant.     Industiyy  sir,  sim- 
ple industry,  was  sufficient  to  secure  to  every  iadi- 
vidual  the  necessaries  and  conTeniences  of  lift. 
The  mechanic  foui^d  abundant  employment ;  tJit- 
planter  and  farmer  enjoved  a  ready  wmAet  far  their 
produce;  and  the  merchant  became  wca/tby.  The 
case  is  altered  now,  sir.    The  mechanic  if  wicboof 
business,  the  farmer  finds  no  market,  and  tie  cap- 
italist, instead  of  growing  rich  bv  die  intenst  of 
his  money,  is  forc^  to  live  upon  tne  praKi|aLuiir 
less  he  choose  to  fatten  on  the  misfortunes  at  bis 
neighbors.  Can  all  this,  sir,  be  the  effect  of  Inxory  1 
Extravagance  makes  money  change  its  owncn, 
but  does  not  banish  it  from  a  country,  if  that  coun- 
try be  otherwise  in  a  flourishing  condition.    We 
must  abandon,  it  is  true,  our  haoits  of  show  a&d 
parade,  in  order  to  accommodate  ourselves  to  ccr 
present  reduced  condition ;  but  if  there  be  no  rasiiet 
for  the  produce  of  our  soil,  and  no  demand  6^  cm 
labor,  our  efforts  will  barely  enable  us  to  sabssL 
To  arrest  the  progress  of  this  evil,  and  to  preTc&t 
the  enormous  exportation  of  specie,  it  seems  to  me 
that  we  should  furnish  ourselves  with  those  artid& 
for  which  we  have  heretofore  sent  our  money  sctobs 
the  Atlantic. 

But  let  us  inouire,  said  Mr.  G.,  what  remedy  the 
honorable  gentleman  proposes  for  the  evils  which 
oppress  us.     Why,  sir,  he  seems  to  harediseorered 
a  "  speck  of  war"  in  the  European  horizon,  a  littie 
cloud,  no  bigger  at  present  than  a  man's  hand,  bat 
which  he  devoutly  hopes  and  believes  will  increase 
and  overshadow  the  whole  eastern  contfoeDt  Has 
it  indeed,  sir.  come  to  this  ?    Are  we  to  confine 
ourselves  exclusively  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil, 
even  when  its  produce  will  not  procure  ns  the  re- 
fuse trash  of  Europe?    Are  we  to  wait  in  out 
present  situation  until  a  war  in  Europe  shaU  work 
our  deliverance  1    The  hope  of  such  an  event  Is 
impious.    But  suppose  it  should  actually  happen, 
where  is  our  security  for  its  continuance  ?    Mmt 
our  prosperity  forever  depend  on  the  misforti22ie5 
of  Eiurope?    Shall  we  be  condemned  to  mooiB 
whenever  peace  shall  bless  her  shores  ?     Where  is 
the  representative  who  is  prepared  to  leave  bis 
country  in  such  a  state  of  vassalage  and  depend- 
ence ?    We  have,  sir,  at  a  vast  expense  of  blooii 
and  treasure,  established  and  maintained  our  polit- 
ical independence ;  but  if  the  present  state  of  thin^ 
be  without  remedy,  or,  if  we  have  not  spirit  enough 
to  adopt  a  plan  of  reform  in  our  internal  policr 
we  may  as  well  renew  our  allegiance  to  the  3riti:<b 
Grown,  and  save  the  trouble  and  expense  of  gov- 
erning ourselves. 

The  honorable  gentleman,  said  Mr.  G.,  seems  to 
concur  with  the  celebrated  Dr.  Smith,  that  we 
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ought  not  to  accommodate  our  pnrsuits  to  oar  cir- 
cumstances.   What  else  can  he  mean  by  warning 
us  not  to  change  the  direction  of  the  national  capi- 
tal ?     The  learned  doctor  informs  his  readers  that 
^*  the  tailor  does  not  attempt  to  make  his  own 
<  shoes,  hot  hays  them  of  the  shoemaker.    The 
*'  shoemaker  does  not  attempt  to  make  his  own 
'  clothes,  bat  employs  the  tailor.    The  farmer," 
he  contmues,  ^'attempts  to   make   neither   the 
^  one  nor  the  other,  but  employs  those  different 
^  artificers."    And  what  is  the  reason  which  the 
doctor  gires  for  all  this  7    It  i&  according  to  him, 
because  ^'  all  these  find  it  for  tneir  interest  to  em- 
'  ploy  their  whole  industry  in  a  way  in  which 
^  they  haye  some  advantage  over  their  neighbors, 
^  ana  to  purchase  with  a  {Ntrt  of  its  produce,  or, 
*  what  is  the  same  thing,  with  the  price  of  a  jMurt 
^  of  it,  whatever  else  they  may  have  occasion  for." 
Will  any  one  deny  the  correctness  of  these  re- 
marks?   Yet,  sir,  if  they  be  designed  as  an  argu- 
ment against  the  ^iresent  bill,  there  are  not  more 
sophistical  and  Jesuitical  sentences  in  the  English 
language.    They  are  founded  on  the  assumed  fact 
that  the  tailor,  tne  shoemaker,  and  the  farmer,  de- 
pend mutually  on  each  other  for  the  particular 
articles  which  their  industry  produces.    But  let  us 
suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  the  farmer  has  no 
longer  any  "advantage  over  his  neighbor,"  the 
tailor,  by  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.    Let  us  take 
it  for  granted  that  he  cannot  dispose  of  his  pro- 
visions ;  that  the  shoemaker  is  supplied  from  an- 
other quarter^  and  that  the  tailor  supplies  himself. 
Let  us  imagme,  moreover,  a  very  probable  case, 
that,  for  the  want  of  a  market,  he  cannot  purchase, 
with  the  price  of  a  jNurt  of  his  produce,  the  shoes 
and  coats  of  his  neighbors ;  what  shall  he  do 
under  these  circumstances  1    Shall  he  remain  un- 
clothed and  unshod  for  fear  of  interfering  with 
Dr.  Smith's  system  of  economy  ?    Shall  he  prefer 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  naked  as  he  is,  which 
can  yield  him  no  profit,  to  those  mechanical  arts 
which  will,  at  least,  secure  him  from  the  in- 
clemency of  the  weatner,  and  preserve  him  from 
debt  ? 

The  honorable  gentleman,  said  Mr.  G.,  informs 
us  that  manufactures  are  no  more  depressed  than 
other  classes  of  the  community.  True,  sir  j  but 
shall  we,  for  this  reason,  abandon  the  country  to 
its  fate?  Yes,  says  the  honorable  gentleman,  let 
every  thinff  rebate  itself,  and  manufactures  will 
gradually  be  introduced  from  necessity.  I  am 
satisfied,  said  Mr.  G.^  that  they  will  be  established, 
whether  we  pass  this  bill  or  not :  for,  by  permit- 
ting things  to  take  their  natural  course,  whilst 
every  othe  mation  is  intermeddling  with  commer- 
cial matters,  we  are  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
suspending  almost  entirely  our  foreign  importa- 
tions. We  are  compelled  to  provide  a  home  mar- 
ket for  our  provisions  and  raw  materials.  For  my 
l^t^  sir,  I  am  willing  to  aid  the  effects  of  our 
toolish  policy,  while  they  tend  to  work  their  own 
remedy.  Tne  ^ood  sense  of  the  community  is 
awake.  A  spirit  of  inquiry  has  gone  forth,  and 
the  progress  of  public  opinion  in  favor  of  a  change 
of  policy  is  not  to  be  arrested ;  but^  if  the  €k)vem- 
ment  does  nothing,  years  of  suffering  and  embar- 


rassment may  pass  away  before  the  evil  will  be 
completely  cured.  Let  us  not  permit  the  dis- 
tresses of  our  fellow-citizens  to  be  the  sole  cause 
of  reformation ;  the  skilful  physician  follows  the 
indications  of  nature,  and  assists  all  its  operations 
in  throwing  off  the  disease.  Let  us  follow  the 
example,  and  afford  a  seasonable  encouragement 
to  the  manufacturiog  interest,  which  is  now  strug- 
gling between  hope  and  despair. 

But  the  honorahle  gentleman,  said  Mr.  G.,  fore- 
sees an  excise  duty,  if  we  pass  this  bill.  After 
proving  that  such  will  be  the  result,  I  cannot  see 
that  he  will  have  gained  much  eround.  What 
has  his  own  system  produced  ?  A  deficit  of  five 
millions,  and  a  yearly  decrease  of  revenue.  As  to 
the  revenue,  the  two  systems  are  the  same ;  bat  in 
regard  to  tne  internal  prosperity  of  the  country, 
the  advantage  is  decidedly  in  lavor  of  the  new 
plan  of  economy.  The  old  policy  has  ruined  the 
revenue  by  impoverishing  the  people ;  the  jH^eent 
bill  proposes  to  exclude  a  portion  of  foreign  com- 
modities^ in  order  to  encouraee  the  industry  of  ooi 
own  citizens.  Let  us  look  back  to  the  late  war, 
and  to  the  measures  of  €k>vemment  at  its  dose. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  contest  we  expe- 
rienced the  evils  of  a  want  of  manufacturing  es- 
tablishments in  the  most  sensible  manner;  the 
capitalist  began  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject ;  but,  belbre  a  supply  could  be  furnished,  the 
Government  was  compelled  to  submit  to  the  dis- 
grace of  conniving  at  a  violation  of  its  own  laws, 
and  of  countenancing  smuggling,  for  the  sake  oi 
clothing  the  army.  The  youth  of  our  establish- 
ments, their  small  number,  and  the  consequent 
want  of  competition,  caused  the  high  prices  for 
which  our  manufacturers  have  been  so  often  re- 
proached. A  few  years  would  have  remedied  the 
evil.  The  lesson  taught  us  at  that  time  ought  not 
so  soon  to  have  been  forgotten.  We  oi:^t  to 
have  learned  that  it  was  essential  to  our  independ- 
ence to  be  able,  at  all  times,  to  furnish  ourselves 
with  many  of  the  articles  which  we  now  import 
from  abroad. 

But,  on  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  peaces  the 
country  seemed  mad  with  joy.  Without  reflect- 
ing on  the  altered  situation  of  Europe,  and  not 
considering  that  our  produce  could  no  longer  be 
disposed  of  in  that  ouarter,  Congress  formed  a 
tariff  on  the  honorable  gentleman's  plan.  They 
enacted  a  treasury  tariff,  a  revenue  tarifi^  without 
the  least  re^rd  to  the  situation  of  the  country. 
Need  I  mention  the  result  ?  The  low  duties  which 
were  imposed  brought  upon  the  nation  a  perfect 
deluge  or  foreign  articles.  Our  infant  manufac- 
turing establishments  were  prostrated ;  but  the  in- 
dividual distress  of  their  proprietors  was  unno- 
ticed amidst  the  general  joy  at  seeing  the  National 
Treasury  filled  to  overflowing.  What  is  the  re- 
sult ?  This  system  has  operated  like  an  exhilar- 
ating poison,  which,  at  first,  increased  the  animal 
powers,  but  finally  sinks  them  to  the  grave.  This 
system  has  been  pursued  to  the  present  time.  Will 
any  one,  at  this  day,  call  it  a  revenue  system  ?  It 
deserves  a  different  title.  We  have  purchased 
foreign  commodities  until  the  country  is  reduced 
to  the  utmost  distress.    We  can  purchase  them  no 
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longer.  The  revenue  has  declined,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  decline.  Even  now  we  have  a  bill  upon 
our  tables  to  provide  for  a  part  of  the  Treasury 
d^cit  by  a  loan,  and,  for  the  balance,  the  Lord 
knows  bow;  and  yet  the  honorable  gentleman 
warns  us  against  a  change  of  policy,  For  fear  of 
affecting  the  revenue;  that  miserable  remnant,  I 
suppose  he  means,  which  our  blessed  revenue  sys- 
tem has  not  destroyed.  Can  that  policy  be  wise 
which  renders  war  a  blessing?  I  appeal  to  the 
recollection  of  every  member  of  this  House,  if  the 
last  war,  with  all  its  taxes,  pressed  so  heavily  on 
the  country  as  the  present  peace  ? 

I  believe,  said  Mr.  G.,  that  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman will  find  it  difficult  to  prove,  what  beseems 
to  have  no  hesitation  in  asserting,  that  this  bill 
will  lessen  our  exportations.  What  do  England 
and  France  purchase  of  us  at  present,  which  they 
can  possibly  do  without  ?  If,  therefore,  we  should 
encourage  the  industry  of  our  citizens  by  manu- 
facturing a  portion  of  our  own  raw  materials,  it 
wUl  by  no  means  interfere  with  the  sale  of  the  re- 
Hkainder. 

It  ifi  insisted  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  said 
Mr.  G.,  that  this  bill  will  induce  capitalists  to  en- 
gage in  manufacturing,  and  that  the  result  will  be 
a  competition  at  home,  which  will  reduce  the  prices 
of  manufactured  articles  to  a  level  with  those  of 
foreign  nations.  He  even  predicts  that  the  time 
may  come  when  the  introduction  of  foreign  com- 
modities of  a  certain  description  will  be  prohibited. 
Does  the  honorable  gentleman  believe  this?  Does 
the  House  believe  it  ?  Sir,  I  should  hail  such  an 
event  as  the  era  of  the  complete  independence  of 
this  country.  The  example  of  Ensland  is  con- 
tinually presented  to  our  view.  We  are  told  of 
hiar  continual  wars,  of  her  immense  debt,  and  of 
the  starving  condition  of  the  lower  class  of  her 
citizens,  sir,  said  Mr.  G.,  1  am  not  an  advocate 
for  the  principles  by  which  she  has  been,  governed. 
The  honorable  gentleman  says  that  her  vast  popu- 
lation has  compelled  her  to  resort  to  the  manumc- 
turing  system  tor  their  support ;  but  I  say,  sir,  that 
her  manufacturing  system  has  produced  her  vast 
population.  By  manufacturing  for  exportation, 
she  has  subjected  herself  to  the  same  inconvenien- 
ces to  which  we  are  liable,  by  not  manufacturing 
at  aU*  She  has  rendered  nerself  dependent  on  a 
foreign  market  for  the  sale,  not  of  the  produce  of 
her  husbandmen,  but  of  her  mechanics.  To  pre- 
serve this  foreign  market,  she  has  for  a  century 
kept  Europe  involved  in  war.  She  has  oppressed 
Ireland,  enslaved  India,  and  cheated  the  rest  of  the 
world.  The  only  difference  between  her  and  our- 
selves is,  that  we  are  dependent  on  foreign  coun- 
tries for  the  purchase,  and  she  for  the  sale  of  man- 
u£ictared  articles.  But  is  there  no  medium  be- 
tween being  dependent  on  foreigners  for  the  pur- 
chase or  the  sale  of  the  necessaries  of  life?  Could 
we  permit  our  industrious  citizens  to  furnish  a 
supply  for  home  consumption,  we  should  be  de- 
pendent on  neither  the  one  nor  the  other.  Must 
we  of  course  manufacture  for  exportation,  if  we 
encourage  the  system  at  all  ?  By  no  means.  The 
effect  of  a  judicious  encouragement  of  the  mechan- 
ical arts  will  be  to  retain  in  the  country  the  cash 


which  is.  now  paid  to  foreigners.     ^Will  this  l* 
nothing,  sir  ?    Is  it  nothing  to  prevent  the  a&B>i^ 
exportation  of  thirty  millions  of  specie  7     Thi^  :  a 
will  enable  us,  in  peace  and  in  war,  to  set  at  cTr 
ance  the  worst  possible  state  of  the  Eluropean  e  ::- 
kets,  and  leave  us  free  to  profit  by  every  chacs?^  : 
our  favor.   1  am  not  disposed,  said  M^r.  G«,  to  5w>ir : 
an  alarm  on  every  trifling  occasion  ;  bot  I  c&li 
help  believing  that  if  we  pursue  our  presetkt  ccur» 
of  policy,  it  will  require  no  prophet  to  foretel  li: 
extensive  ruin  which  awaits  us.     A  moneyed  aT>- 
tocracy,  the  most  odious  of  all  the  forms  (k  tyrzL^ 
ny,  is  making  rapid  strides  to  uniTersal  doaunivz. 
The  late  prosperity  of  our  aJTairss  and  the  prtsfn' 
state  of  our  resources,  have  enabled  the  capi tali5! 
to  reap  an  extensive  harvest  of  gain. 

I  am  well  satisfied, said  Mr.  G.,  that  Aere  isadt- 
cided  majority  in  the  House  who  upprove  of  the 
principles  upon  which  this  bill  has  been  framn/. 
They  all  acknowledge  that  our  poiticT  must  bt- 
changed.     It  is,  evident,   however,  thai  certawi 
items  of  its  detail  are  unsatisfactory  to  some  of  it^ 
friends.    For  myself,  sir,  I  can  assure  the  Hou!v> 
that  no  private  consideration  shall  induce  me  to 
vote  against  the  passage  of  the  bill.     It  has  a  pi- 
tional  object  in  view,  and  individual  coDsidfTation< 
should  be  laid  aside.   We  have  beard  much  wrar?- 
ling  from  a  quarter  whence  it  shoald  have  }>f^ 
least  expected.     The  very  jpeoj^e  -who  are  Er?i 
interested  in  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and  wr;^ 
demands  for  the  encouragement  of  their  peraliir 
industry  have  almost  uoiforucily   been  compti^l 
with,  are  clamorous  about  a  miserable  tax  of^T-: 
cents  the  g[allon  on  molasses.    My  immediate  con- 
stituents,  sir,  are  deeply  interested  in  the  prcpo^ni 
increase  of  dutv  on  bar  iron ;  but  lam  wmd  ts 
believe  that,  snould  it  be  stricken  out,  I  ^<^U 
forfeit  their  confidence  by  voting  agaiasl  the  bil';. 
I  trust,  sir,  that  the  motion  of  the  honorabJe  gen- 
tleman  from  Virginia  will  be  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  strHdnfoat  the 
first  section  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  me  negt- 
tive,  73  votes  to  48. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  then  took  up  the 
other  bill  referred  to  it,  by  the  title  of  *^A  bul  re- 
gulating the  payment  oi  duties  oa  meichandVse 
imported,  and  for  other  purposes." 

[This  bill  provides,  that,  from  and  after  a  cer- 
tain date,  the  duties  laid  on  all  soods,  wares,  aati 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States,  ex- 
cept dying  drugs,  and  materials  for  compceici: 
dves,  gum  arabic,  ^um  seoe^al,  and  all  other  art^ 
cles  used  solely  lor  medicinal  purpoeo,  n^^^. 
cinnamon,  cloves,  chocolate,  cocoa^  coflee,  iaibgo. 
mace,  molasses,  nutmegs,  pepper,  pimeDto,  s^iv 
ochre,  sugar,  tea,  shall  be  paid  before  a  p^mit  sbaL 
be  granted  for  landing  the  same,  unless  entered  fc: 
exportation  or  deposited  in  public  atote  house 
On  the  excepted  articles,  duties  not  exceeding  cc> 
hundred  dollars  in  amount  to  be  paid  in  ca^^ 
and,  if  exceeding  that  sum,  shall  be  allowed  : 
credit,  on  one  half  for  three  months,  and  on  tk 
other  half  for  six  months — except  tea,  the  duhf 
on  which  are  to  be  payable^  in  equal  paymoits,  at 
three,  six,  and  nine  months.] 
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Mr.  Baldwin  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair  as 
follows : 

In  commencing  its  operations,  our  Government 
justly  deemed  it  of  great  importance  to  give  every 
facility  to  the  commerce  of  our  country.  There 
was  then  peace  in  Europe.  Commerce  was  prin- 
cipally in  the  hands  of  two  nations,  whose  capital 
was  so  abundant  that,  in  Holland,  it  was  said  not 
to  be  a  bad  business  for  a  merchant,  by  his  labors 
and  the  eniployment  of  his  money,  to  realize  6  per 
cent.  In  England,  an  unequivocal  evidence  of 
the  extent  of  unemployed  capital  was,  that  their 
3  per  cent,  stocks  were  in  the  market  at  93  per 
cent.  It  was  no  part  of  the  policy  of  these  nations 
to  give  aid  to  commerce  by  affording  credits  at  the 
custom-houses,  on  the  importation  of  goods — ^it 
was  not  necessary.  In  this  country  the  case  was 
different.  The  period  which  immediately  suc- 
ceeded the  Revolution,  was  one  of  unexampled 
embarrassment,  from  which  we  were  just  recover- 
ing when  the  Government  was  organized.  There 
was  but  little  capital  in  the  coantry.  Its  com- 
merce was  mostly  carried  on  by  foreigners,  whose 
superior  capital  gave  them  great  advantages  in 
their  competition  with  our  citizens — it  thus  be- 
came necessary  to  divort  trade  from  its  accustomed 
channels,  by  every  possible  facility.  Imposts  were 
the  principal  source  of  revenue-*->mercnants  the 
agents  to  collect  from  the  people.  Credits  for  the 
duties  were  allowed  them,  not  only  to  give  time  to 
collect  from  consumers,  but  as  a  means  of  increas- 
ing their  capital,  by  retaining,  and  having  the  use 
of  the  money,  until  their  bonds  became  due.  In 
1789,  the  credit  allowed  on  good»  fpem  the  West 
Indies,  w«s  four  months;  on  Madeira  wines,  twelve 
months ;  on  all  other  goods,  six  months.  In  1790, 
a  credit  was  given  on  teas  from  China,  of  twelve 
months.  In  1795,  the.  credit  on  goods  from  the 
West  Indies  was  altered  to  three  and  six  months; 
from  Eurc^  to  dght,  ten,  and  twelve  months. 
In  1799,  a  general  system  was  adopted ;  from  the 
West  Indies,  half  in  three,  half  in  six  months; 
salt,  nine  months;  wines,  twelve  months;  from 
Europe,  one-third  each  in  eight,  ten.  and  twelve 
months ;  other  than  from  Europe,  half  in  six  and 
one-fourth,  each  in  nine  and  twelve  months ;  teas, 
as  other  goods,  or,  at  the  option  of  the  importer, 
to  be  deposited,  and  bonds  mven  at  two  years, 
and  to  be  sold  ux  the  duties,  if  the  bonds  were  not 
duly  paid.  In  1805,  all  importations  from  the 
eastern  coast  of  America,  north  of  the  equator, 
were  allowed  the  same  credits  as  those  from  the 
West  Indies.  I&  1818,  the  eredit  on  such  importa- 
tions was  extended  to  six  and  nine  montlut ;  on 
those  from  other  eountries  than  Europe  and  the 
West  Indies,  (salt,  wines,  and  teas  excepted,)  to 
eight,  ten,  and  eighteen  months,  one-third  being 

Eayable  at  each  of  these  periods*    No  alteration 
as  since  been  made,  so  that  the  credits  now  are : 
On  the  duties  on  importations  ftom  the  West 
Indies  and  north  of  the  equator,  (excepting  Eu- 
rope,) half  in  six  and  half  in  nine  months. 

From  Europe,  one-third  in  eight,  one^third  in 
ten,  and  one-third  in  twelve  months. 

From  the  East  Indies,  one-third  in  dght,  one- 
third  in  ten,  and  one-thbd  in  eighteen  months. 


Of  wines,  twelve  months. 

Of  salt,  nine  months. 

Of  teas,  one-third  in  eight,  one-third  in  ten,  and 
one-third  in  twelvemonths ;  or,  if  deposited,  twenty- 
four  months. 

While  our  commerce  was  struggling  to  compete 
with  that  of  other  nations,  there  were  good  rea- 
sons for  allowing  liberal  credits  on  the  duties; 
but,  when  the  French  revolution  threw  the  com- 
merce of  the  world  into  our  hands ;  when  the  cap- 
ital of  foreigners  was  employed  by  our  merchants, 
the  use  of  it  being  amply  compensated  by  the  pro- 
tection of  our  flag,  there  would  seem  to  have  been 
no  very  powerful  reasons  for  taxing  the  consumers 
to  create  or  enlarge  the  capital  of  merchants ;  for 
such  is  the  immediate  effect  of  custom-house  cre- 
dits. It  is  understood  to  be  the  custom  of  mar- 
chants  to  calculate  their  profits  on  the  aggregate 
cost  of  goods,  including  charges  and  duties.  The 
amount  of  duties  is,  in  effect,  a  loan  from  the  Gov- 
ernment to  the  merchant^  without  interest,  which 
becomes  a  part  of  his  capital,  and  is  as  productive 
as  the  money  he  has  actually  remitted  in  payment 
for  his  goods.  It  would  seem  then  to  be  as  rea- 
sonable that  he  should  furnish  this,  as  that  he 
should  furnish  the  othor  portion  ot  his  capital. 
When  the  credit  on  the  duties  exceeds  that  allowed 
on  sales  to  retailers,  it  affords  to  the  importer  the 
further  advantage  of  the  active  use  of  the  money 
which  has  been  drawn  from  those  who  really  pay 
the  duties. 

It  would  have  seemed  more  consistent  with  gen- 
eral prisciples,  if,  in  the  infancy  and  during  the 
hard  straggle  of  our  commerce^  liberal  credits  had 
been  given,  and  they  had  been  gradually  dimin- 
ished, as  there  was  less  occasion  for  them.  The 
reverse^  however,  has  been  our  policy.  Though, 
during  the  period  of  short  credits,  our  commerce 
was  constantly  and  rapidly  increasing,  and  not 
content  with  a  fair  divisdon  with  other  nations, 
was  attaining  a  monopoly,  yet  the  credits  were 
extended  in  proportion  as  the  real  necessity  for 
them  diminished.  Even  so  late  as  1818,  when 
our  East  India  merchants  had  acquired  vast  wealth, 
abundant  capital,  and  were  without  foreign  com- 
petition, their  credits  were  in  part  extended  to 
eighteen  months*--a  longer  period,  I  will  venture 
to  say,  than  they  give  their  customers.  The  con- 
sequence of  this  system  is,  that,  by  selling  at  auc- 
tion for  cash,  or  on  short  credit,  for  notes  which 
can  be  discounled  at  bank,  the  amount  of  duties 
thus  loaned  may  be  invested  in  a  new  voyaeie. 
Generally  one,  and  often  two  adventures,  may  oe 
completed  before  the  duties  on  the  first  are  due. 

We  have  lately  heard  much  of  the  favorite  com- 
mercial maxim.:  '^  Let  us  alone^  let  trade  regulate 
itself."  The  practical  application  of  this  maxim 
is  developed  by  this  custom-house  system.  Our 
legi^tion  upon  this  subject  has  been  uniformly 

E regressive.  Regulation  has  indeed  followed  reg[U- 
ktion ;  but  it  has  been  to  j^ive  additional  facilities 
to  commerce.  The  credits  at  the  custom-house 
have  been  often  altered ;  but  in  every  case  they 
have  increased.  Our  statute  book  does  not  con- 
tain a  solitary  instance  of  a  credit  diminished* 
This  system  having  been  coeval  with  our  Govern- 
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meat,  followed  up  by  a  uniform  series  of  acts  for  I 
thirty  years,  is  now  viewed  as  the  natural  and  es- 
tablished order  of  things ;  as  a  matter  of  right,  not 
of  favor.  Extending  the  credit  means,  "  let  us 
alone ;"  to  reduce  it  to  the  old  terms  is  to  destroy 
the  commerce  of  the  country.  It  is  worth  while 
to  look  at  the  practical  illustration  of  this  rule  in 
the  act  of  1818,  the  last  law  on  the  subject,  passed 
on  the  last  day  of  the  session.  The  Bast  India 
oredits  were  extended  to  eijghteen  months,  in  the 
last  line  of  the  last  clause  in  the  last  section  of  a 
bill  for  the  deposite  of  wines  and  spirits,  and  for 
other  purposes.  It  might  be  well  to  inquire  into 
the  evidence  on  which  this  measure  was  reported. 
It  is  at  least  to  be  hoped  that,  from  whatever  other 
quarter  it  may  come,  the  doctrine  of  "  letting  things 
regulate  themselves"  will  not  asain  be  heard  from 
those  who  owe  so  much  to  regmation. 

In  speaking  thus  plainly^  of  these  credits,  I  must 
not  be  understood  as  objecting  so  much  to  their 
expediencjr  at  the  time  of  their  adoption,  as  to  their 
being  continued  and  enlarged  after  the  reasons  for 
whicn  they  were  granted  have  ceased,  and  when 
their  effects  have  bBcome  injurious  to  all  parts  of 
the  country.  They  were  fi^ranted  for  the  benefit  of 
American  commerce,  and  as  facilities  to  Ameri- 
can merchants ;  but  they  now  operate  to  the  de- 
struction of  the  one  and  the  impoverishment  of  the 
other.  From  a  careful  examination  of  the  weekly 
abstracts  of  merchandise  entered  at  the  custom- 
house in  New  York,  in  the  year  1819,  it  appears 
that  there  were  entered  32,958  packages  of  dry 
goods,  of  which  24,659  were  on  foreig[n,  and  8,299 
only  on  American  account.  Thus,  in  the  proud 
emporium  of  our  commerce,  where  capital  is  abun- 
dant, and  in  vain  seeking  profitable  employment, 
three-fourths  of  the  importations  appear  to  be  on 
foreign  account,  the  sales  of  which,  for  the  most 
part,  are  by  auction.  This  is  no  forced,  but  the 
plain  and  evident  effect  of  obvious  causes.  The 
nations  of  Europe,  to  whom  England  allied  her- 
self, and  whom  sue  subsidized  to  destroy  the  conti- 
nental system,  having  accomplished  the  object  of 
putting  down  its  author,  retained  or  readopted  the 
system  itself.  That  nation,  who  fought  the  com- 
mon battles  of  herself  and  other  nations,  and  who 
paid  them  for  fighting  for  themselves,  now  finds 
her  manufactures  mostly  excluded  from  the  Conti- 
nent ;  her  ^merchants  and  manufacturer^  seeking 
rather  for  some  market  than  for  a  food  one.  Few 
nations  will  buy  from  them  at  all;  none  but  this 
will  furnish  them  with  a  capital  without  interest 
on  a  long  credit.  Other  nations  regulate  this  mat- 
ter ;  they  require  prompt  payment  of  duties,  or  de- 
posite of*^ goods.  We  leave  things  to  regulate  them- 
selves, and  allow  foreigners  to  avail  themselves  of 
three-fourths  of  the  benefits  of  our  credits.  De- 
pressed at  home  for  the  want  of  a  market  as  well 
as  of  capital,  they  eagerly  look  to  us  as  affording 
both.  During  the  wars  in  Europe  they  could  not 
improve  these  facilities ;  but  now  they  hold  out 
inducements  and  offer  temptations  which  will 
lead  to  a  ^reat  increase,  and  a  final  monopoly  of 
OUT  trade  in  such  hands.  Anordinarv  trading  voy- 
age to  England  may  be  completed,  tne  goods  sold 
by  means  of  auctions,  notes  discounted,  and  the 


proceeds  ready  to  be  remitted  back  in  four  m  r 
by  the  Liverpool  packets  much  less  time  wl:  . 
fice.    But,  allowing  three  operations  in  a  «>  - 
find  that  our  custom-house  credits  on  cottc:*<  . 
woollens  will  double  the  capital  emf^yed  Li  i 
first  year,  and  increase  135  per  cenlum  at  :v  ^c 
of  the  second  year.    In  this  mode  a  loan,  pa>:. . 
and  increasing  in  a  steady  ratio,  is  made  b  \ 
Government  to  the  foreign  merchant ;  who.  v^ 
he  thus  obtains  it  without  interest,  is  enabled  toe  - 
tinue  his  operations ;  and,  to  avoid  the  notary . 
looks  more  to  his  credit  than  to  his  ptrofit;.  ai. 
wiU  continue  his  business  thoui^h  it  may  be  a  k  - . 
one.    What  to  the  American  merchant  wocic  '- 
a  losing  is  to  him  a  gainful  trade.    The  Amenu- 
importer  becomes  a  mere  caterer  to  tbe  fon  : 
manufacturer.    The  orders  sent  oat  bj  him  int.. 
cate  the  quantity,  kind,  and  qmiiiy  of  goods  n- 

Suired  at  our  different  ports.  The  marndkeartr, 
lus  advised  of  the  demand,  sends  smilar  articles 
to  the  same  market  IL  after  dednding  tbai^. 
he  can  receive  in  New  York  the  priee  «i^  man- 
ufactory^ he  has  the  usual  profit  and  an  iacrea^  i 
his  capital  by  the  custom-house  cre&ts.  Tl- 
American  merchant  pays  tbe  manuf^torei  ^ 
price  in  England,  and  must  sell  here  at  an  li- 
vance,  or  decline  business.  It  is  therefore  ot: : 
matter  of  surprise  that  ao  large  a  propartioii  a'm- 
portations  should  be  on  foreign  acooont,  but  moe: 
that  there  should  be  any  other. 

This  at  once  accounts  for  the  cries  of  disttes^ 
which  assail  us  from  the  commercial  citks,  im- 
ploring us  to  abolish  credits  on  imports,  aad  id- 
pose  heavy  duties  on  auction  sales.    Theopersti.s 
of  these  twa  causes  on  all  the  great  iDtatsisoftht 
country,  shows  their  intimate   connebes,  ihvi: 
mutual  dependence.   I  hope  all  will  unite  ia  afic^d- 
ing  a  remedy.    It  will  be  truly  unexpected  if  ga- 
tlemen  shall  be  found  willing  to  have  the  reveaa< 
conunerce,  and  agriculture,  abandoned  to  tbti: 
fate,  because  the  only  measure  'which  caa  savr 
them  will  likewise  benefit  manufictnres.     Tbe 
occasion  is  now  fairly  presented   to  tbe  House. 
This  bill  has  been  called  for  from  thesoports.   It 
has  been  reported,  published  in  theeomiiiBg-rooms 
of  merchants  for  three  months,  and  not  a  sblitaiy 
petition  against  it  from  individuals  has  h^n  pf^ 
sented.    Called  for  by  all,  and  I  may  a\nMni  n;* 
opposed  by  no  part  of  the  country,  neccssan  lo 
correct  existing,  not  fancied,  evils ;  evils  which  i> 
felt,  and  threaten  to  be  greater  in  future,  1  can> ' 
but  feel  some  confidence  that  even   the  oppc^^:^^' 
of  the  tariff  will  be  in  fiivor  of  this  bill.    For  tbe 
revenue  it  is  almost  indispensable,  as  weil  tor  se- 
curity as  for  convenience.    On  the  first  of  Hnmn 
of  the  present  year  the  amount  of  reTenoe  b.^^i 
actually  in  suit  exceeded  three  millions  of  dul.^* 
On  the  first  of  this  month  (April)  it  \ras  con^ij-' 
ably  increased— say  to  $3,120,000.    On  the  firt 
January,  1819,  it  was  only  ^1,740,000. 

That  the  increase  of  custom-house  delinqoen*- 
has  kept  pace  with  the  increase  of  importatioL:  ■ 
foreign  account,  is  not  only  apparent  from  th«  • 
ture  of  the  case,  but  from  this  document,^  wt  •• 

*  An  official  return  of  the  amount  in  saH  in  the  «.• 
ferent  porta  in  tbe  United  States. 
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in  itself  contains  the  most  conclusive  evidence  of 
the  fact.  Balem,  one  of  our  proudest  commercial 
towns,  owns  one-fourth  of  the  Bast  India  shipping 
of  the  United  States.  The  long:est  credits  are  on 
East  India  goods,  and  the  security  for  the  duties 
is  most  liable  to  be  impaired  by  the  casualties  of 
trade.  Salem  has,  probably,  a  greater  amount  of 
commerce,  in  proportion  to  its  population,  than 
any  other  town  in  the  Union ;  but  it  is  prosecuted 
on  American  account.  The  bonds  in  suit  there, 
at  the  last  returns,  amounted  only  to  $4,366 ;  in 
Boston,  the  amount  was  9174,000 ;  in  New  York, 
$844,000 ;  in  Philadelphia,  $471,000 ;  Baltimore, 
$445,000 ;  Norfolk,  251,000 ;  Charleston,  210,000 ; 
Savannah,  $251,000.  These  are,  as  to  revenue,  the 
effects  of  a  change  of  the  imports  of  the  country 
to  foreigners.  American  merchants  are  idle ;  they 
offer  to  loan  you  their  money  at  five  per  centum  on 
a  long  loan.  They  are  fixed  in  the  country — their 
property  and  character  are  security  for  the  payment 
of  duties  due  from  them.  It  is  not  so  with  the 
transient  foreigner.  His  cargo  gives  him  credit, 
and  makes  him  a  good  man  at  the  custom-house. 
One  is  surety  for  another.  They  sell  their  goods 
at  auction,  and  go  off  and  leave  their  bonds  un- 
paid. The  money  is  lost  to  the  Treasury,  but  is 
taken  from  the  pockets  of  our  citizens.  Tnus,  this 
credit  system  tends  strongly  to  the  exhaustion  of 
our  resources,  to  the  oppression  of  our  own,  and 
the  encouragement  of  loreign  industry,  when, 
in  addition  to  these  credits,  the  importations  of  for- 
eigners are  sold  by  auctioneers,  and  one  man  does 
the  business  of  one  hundred,  we  have  only  to  cal- 
culate the  effects  on  the  merchant,  the  mechanic, 
all  the  inhabitants  of  a  seaport,  and  the  farmers 
of  the  surrounding  country ;  one  hundred  houses, 
one  hundred  stores  unoccupied ;  one  hundred  sets 
of  clerks  and  servants  unemployed ;  one  hundred 
families  less  to  feed  and  clothe,  to  pay  general  and 
local  taxes,  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  defence  of  the  country.  To  this 
list,  and  to  embrace  all  classes  of  society,  I  hope 
I  may  add  the  manufacturer,  in  whose  favor  im- 
port duties  cease  to  be  discriminating,  the  credit 
having  the  effect  of  a  fxisitive  bounty  on  the  im- 
portation of  forei^  fabrics.  The  credit,  averaging 
twelve  months,  is  equal  to  six  per  centum  to  the 
needy  foreign  manufacturer,  who.  in  hope  of  bet- 
ter times,  is  willing  to  keep  up  nis  credit  at  any 
loss.  The  loan  thus  obtained^  may  be  worth  the 
whole  amount  of  duties,  the  hi^est  rate  of  which 
is  but  thirty  per  centum,  say  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  a  month — a  rate  of  interest  not  unheard  of  in 
times  of  commercial  embarrassment,  even  in  this 
country. 

To  guard  against  these  general  and  increasing 
evils,  and  to  combine,  as  much  as  possible,  the 
protection  of  all  the  ^eat  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, the  bill  proposes  to  allow  on  drugs,  dye  stu^ 
and  what  are  generally  called  groceries,  except 
wines  and  ardent  spirits,  a  credit  of  three  and 
six  months ;  on  teas,  three,  six,  and  nine  months ; 
manufactured  articles  to  nay  the  duties  on  their 
arrival,  or  to  be  deposited  m  warehouses  for  six 
months,  and  then  to  be  sold  by  auction,  if  the  du- 
ties are  not  paid.    Though  all  the  petitions  on  the 


subject  (and  the  House  will  remark  that  most  of 
them  are  from  merchants,)  prayed  for  an  indis- 
criminate abolition  of  credits,  the  committee  ap- 
prehended that  this  would  cause  a  change  in  the 
commerce  of  the  country,  which,  in  its  present  de- 
pressed state^  it  could  not  bear.  Strange  as  it  may 
seem,  and  little  as  I  well  know  they  will  be  cred- 
ited, even  for  the  existence  of  the  motive,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Manufactures  did  anxiously  desire,  and 
took  great  pains  to  shape  this  bill  so  as  to  answer 
all  the  common  objects,  and  yet  save  the  mer- 
chants from  the  ill  effects  of  granting  the  entire 
prayer  of  their  own  petitions.  Had  we  done  that, 
we  should  have  been  justly  exposed  to  the  imputa- 
tion of  attending  to  only  one,  and  not  considering 
the  other  matters  referred  to  us  by  the  House. 
The  West  India  trade  was  in  the  hands  of  Ameri- 
can merchants,  and  did  not  operate  injuriously  to 
the  principal  manufactures ;  we  did  not  intend  to 
touch  these  credits,  and,  I  think,  by  sound  construc- 
tion of  the  law,  we  do  not.  This  requires  expla- 
nation. In  1799,  these  credits  were  enlarged  from 
four  to  three  and  six  months.  In  1805,  the  impor- 
tations from  countries  north  of  the  equator,  on  the 
eastern  coast  of  America,  and  the  islands  adjacent, 
were  allowed  the  same  credit  as  importations  from 
the  West  Indies;  thus  making  two  distinct  de- 
scriptions of  places  or  countries,  the  one  not  in- 
cluaing  the  other.  In  the  famous  law  of  1818,  the 
credits  on  importations  from  north  of  the  equator 
(usin^  the  same  words  as  the  law  of  1805,)  were 
extended  to  six  and  nine  months.  The  construc- 
tion given  to  this  act  at  the  custom-houses  has 
been,  that  it  extends  to  the  West  India  credits. 
Believing  this  to  be  erroneous,  and  that  neither  the 
intention  nor  the  words  of  the  act  will  embrace 
the  case,  we  feel  satisfied  that  they  remain  as  fixed 
in  1799.  If  we  are  mistaken,  it  at  least  shows 
the  necessity  of  watching  provisions  of  this  kind, 
which  have  any  important  oearin^  on  the  revenue, 
and  the  impropriety  of  inserting  them  in  laws,  the 
title  of  which  would  not  lead  the  House,  on  the 
last  day  of  a  session,  to  examine  all  its  details. 
On  the  importation  of  goods  imported  from  the 
East  Indies,  it  has  not  lien  thought  necessary  to 
give  a  longer  credit  than  on  the  same  when  im- 
ported in  the  West  Indies :  our  views  having  a  ref- 
erence rather  to  the  articles  imported  than  to  the 
place  whence  derived.  , 

No  good  reasons  presented  themselves  for  giving 
facilities  to  importations  from  countries  with  whicn 
our  trade  was  a  losing  one,  and  which  afforded  no 
market  for  our  produce.  It  appears  that,  in  the 
years  1817  and  1818,  our  exports  to  China  alone 
amounted  to  $7,240,000 ;  of  which  $5,600,000  were 
in  specie,  $1,512,000  in  foreign,  and  only  $74,896 
in  American  produce.  The  exports  of  products  to 
Asia  were.  American  $61,000,  foreign  $511,000; 
amount  ot  specie  not  known.  In  1818  and  1819. 
the  amount  of  specie  exported  to  China  exceeded 
$7,000,000.  Desirous  not  to  bear  too  hard  upon, 
and  unwilling  to  encourage  thb  trade,  the  credits 
were  reduced  to  such  a  term  that  a  new  voyage 
could  not  be  completed  on  the  capital  furnished 
by  the  duties  on  a  former  one.  This  was  carried 
on  mostly,  if  not  wholly,  by  men  of  great  wealth, 
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who  could  require  no  facilities  except  iu  regard  to 
importation ;  and  these,  it  is  believed,  are  liberally 
provided  for  by  the  third  section  of  this  bill.  But 
there  were  impeHous  reasons  for  abolishing  the 
credits  on  manufactured  goods,  especially  from 
Europe.  The  security  of  tiie  revenue,  the  protec- 
tion of  American  commerce  and  industry,  seemed 
to  concur  in  demanding  such  a  change  in  the  sys- 
tem, that  the  goods  should  not  come  mto  the  mar- 
ket till  the  duties  were  paid.  It  was  much  wished 
to  discriminate  between  importations  on  foreign 
and  domestic  account ;  but  the  objection  seems  to 
be  insuperable  against  refusing  to  the  foreigner  a 
right  to  deposite  on  the  same  credits  we  were  wil- 
ling to  allow  to  our  own  merchants.  A  refusal 
in  the  first  case  would  have  destroyed  the  little 
that  remains  to  us  of  the  carrying  trade  in  Europe. 
France  and  England  allow  us  to  deposite  all  arti- 
cles, even  those  which  are  not  admitted  to  entry, 
until  an  eligible  market  can  be  found.  They 
would  refuse  us  what  we  denied  to  their  subjects. 
In  the  other  case,  a  refusal  would  violate  our  con- 
vention with  England;  for,  though  the  rates  of 
duty  be  nominally  the  same,  yet  the  difference  in 
time  would  make  the  difference  in  effect.  I  con- 
sider that  convention  so  important  and  beneficial 
to  the  commerce  of  this  country,  that  from  interest 
alone  we  ought  to  observe  it  with  the  most  scru- 
pulous good  faith,  as  a  means  of  preserving  our 
navigation.  Without  it  you  would  be  called  on  for 
protection,  as  you  now  are  in  relation  to  France. 
Though  it  is  now  not  only  presumptuous,  but  al- 
most criminal,  for  Western  men  to  interfere  in 
the  regulation  of  commerce,  I  beg  those  in  that 
interest  to  reflect  what  would  be  the  state  of  their 
trade  with  England  if,  as  in  the  case  of  that  with 
France,  it  had  been"  left  to  "regulate  itself?''  I 
speak  it  with  pride,  it  was  not  only  regulated,  but 
saved  by  Western  men. 

A  very  obvious  defect  in  our  present  system  of 
credits  is,  that  it  makes  no  difference  between  im- 
portations for  home  consumption  and  for  re-expor- 
tation. In  reducing  the  credit  on  some,  and  aool- 
ishing  it  on  others,  the  committee  foresaw  thai 
their  plan  would  operate  severely  on  that  Idnd  of 
commerce  which  ttiey  thought  deserving  of  pro- 
tection and  every  facility,  unless  a  discrimination 
was  made.  The  bill  provides  for  that  in  a  man- 
ner which  will  effectually  repel  every  imputation 
of  hostility  to  commerce.  It  leaves  it  to  the  option 
of  the  importer  to  avail  himself  of  the  present  sys- 
tem of  drawbacks,  bv  giving  his  bond  for  the  du- 
ties and  taking  the  aebenture  on  exportation;  or 
to  declare  his  intention  at  the  time  of  entry,  giving 
bis  bond  with  security,  to  export  and  not  reland 
the  goods ;  or,  in  lieu  of  such  surety,  to  deposite 
them  in  a  warehouse.  [The  time  of  exportation 
is  left  blank  in  the  form  of  the  bond.]  fio  bond 
for  the  duties  is  required.  It  is  only  for  his  integ- 
rity, that  the  revenue  may  not  be  defrauded.  He 
may  deposite,  and  take  three  months  within  which 
to  make  his  election  whether  to  try  the  domestic 
or  a  foreign  market,  without  making  a  declaration 
of  his  intention  to  export.  The  section  in  relation 
to  deposites  contains  substantially  the  same  pro^ 
visions  as  are  in  the  existing  laws  respecting  the 


deposite  of  teas — ^varied  only  so  a*  best  to  c: . 
the  convenience  of  the  merchant  "with  the  >f. 
of  the  revenue.    On  examioing  it,  the  Hc^v 
perceive  that,  in  the  whole,  it   leares   the    - 
substantially  as  they  were  in   1790 ;  that  .;  - 
so  much  an  alteration  as  a  restoration  of  * 
system.     The  changes  which  hare  been  n—  :- 
indispensable. 

The  credit  on  manufactured   ^oods  u:i. 
strongly  to  do  away  all   discriioination  il    . 
present  tariff,   between   imported    and  d.:  • 
articles,  that  efficient  encouragement  canivv  - 
given  without  abolishing  them.     We  havt    • 
our  endeavors  to  do  it  in  the  manner  least  idj  xI 
to  commerce. 

It  is  not  without  much  surprise  thai/liavt'h'^- 
the  various  obiections  to   this  bill    Aof  tlu:  l. 
alarm  should  have  been  raised  about nrenae^  en 
merce,  and  smuggling  ^  these  are  always  eipecctu 
when  any  measure  is  proposed  vhidi  teods  ic  iDt 
benefit  oi  manufactures.     It  is  a  vi^iXXa  of  cvjur^c 
to  hear  them.    Local  and  personal  icfiecxWik^tj^^- 
been  made  on  the  committee  ^who  have  nynv  I  '■: 
Gentlemen  seem  to  forget  that  a  majority  of  : 
committee  represent  commercial  pla<>zs,and  c .: 
to  be  as  much  alive  to  their  interest  as  thc>e  ^ 
represent  districts  which  have  no  commercp_  . 
wno  seem  so  much  alarmed   by  the  injc;  w.: 
which  this  bill  threatens  it.     It  is  strac^v  :i 
merchants  are  not  only  easy  on  this  subv::;% 
desirous  ot  its  adoption;  that  it  has  beenitpvf.t. 
on  their  petitions,  and  by  their  inunediau  T(r'» 
sentatives.    But  it  seems  that   they  do  dg:  rv.? 
their  own  interest;  that  their  friends  and  kt? 
allies,  in  the  fervor  of  their  zeal  and  inesd-iiZ 
must  take  them  under  their  guardianship.  I  lii-^^ 
I  can  duly  appreciate  the  reason.     It  is  Q'>i  ^"C- 
cause  they  are  so  friendly  to  commerce,  biit  ui- 
friendly  to  manufactures.    This  bill  combines  ^  '^ 
the  other  objects,  the  protection  of  this  great  z 
terest,  and  hence  arises  their  great  hosUUty  tc  it 
I  am  not  insensible  of  the  impression  wade  in  /.>< 
House  by  the  powerful  opposition  it  iasmH  wjih, 
and  that  I  am  put  on  the  defensive.    Too  ma<t 
allow  me  to  answer  the  objection^  to  hare  it  un- 
derstood.   The  Committee  are  c&u^ed  with  at- 
tempting to  destroy  the  settled  syBieaai  of  coni- 
merce,  which  has  been  ao  long  ia  opeialioii.  ^lj 
under  which  this  country  has  attained  to  its  p:- 
sent  greatness;  and  sentlemen  speak  of  those  '..ir 
credits  as  coeval  with  the  Government,  wheo  'i^ 
well  know  they  have  been  the  work  of  later  di}- 
It  is,  at  any  rate,  a  singular  obieclion  tost  t^- 
Committee  of  Manufactures,  in  framing  tiii>  bii 
are  charged  with  having  consulted  the  iBi€ie>i?  * 
the  wealthy  merchants.     This,  from  capital;^.^ 
certainly  unexpected.  They  must  be  hard  to  p.?-- 
when  their  great  opposition  to  this  measore  ai  - 
from  its  tendency  to  promote  their  interest 
this  is  true,  it  ought  to  please  aU.     The  =:: 
dealers  do  not  complain;  they  are  satis»fieti. :: 
desirous  of  its  adoption ;  chambers  of  conin. 
and  East  India  merchants  are  its  only  oppoi:' 
and  that  because  it  does  too  much  for  them.   7 
must  excuse  me,  iff  attribute  their  dispositior 
much  less  disinterested  motive.     The  craft  i'  - 
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danger;  the  charm  is  about  to  foe  dispelled  by 
which  the  people  and  Government  of  this  country 
have  been  led  to  believe  that  foreign  importations 
are  the  sources  of  revenue  and  wealth.  The  Trea- 
sury is  empty,  the  people  are  impoverished ;  the 
cause  is  seen  and  felt  to  be  the  prostration  of  na- 
tional industry,  the  encouragement  of  foreign. 

This  objection  was  not  urged  by  the  same  gen- 
tleman a  few  days  ago,  when  you  made  a  total 
and  complete  change  of  the  system  for  the  sale  of 
the  public  lands,  it  had  been  tried  for  twenty 
years,  had  never  been  changed  or  altered,  and 
was  attended  with  no  inconvenience — not  a  cent 
had  been  or  could  be  lost.  You  had  nrofited  by 
it — had,  by  forfeitures,  made  a  clear  pront  of  $400,- 
000.  There  was  not  a  petition  in  fhvor  of  its 
abolition.  But  these  were  fancied  evils ;  you  ap- 
prehended danger ;  you  thought  a  change  would 
be  useful,  and,  by  almost  an  unanimous  vote, 
have  passed  a  law  by  which  a  poor  man,  desirous 
of  securing  to  himself  and  family  the  means  of 
support,  must  pay  all  cash  for  his  title  to  eighty 
acres  oi  land.  Now  we  find  the  advocates  of  this 
measure  so  wonderfully  attached  to  the  system  of 
impost  and  enoitnous  credits,  that  they  will  not 
consent  even  to  reduce  them;  and,  while  they 
affect  so  much  fear  for  agriculture,  commerce,  and 
revenue,  are  willing  to  permit  the  foreign  mer- 
chant to  have  his  twelve  and  e^hteen  months 
credit  on  his  cargo  of  half  a  million  of  manu- 
factured goods,  the  poor  farmer  must  pay  cash 
for  his  land — the  foreigner  may  not  only  have 
a  credit  on  his  goods  without  interest,  but  be  al- 
lowed to  double  his  capital  by  the  loan  thus  ob- 
tained from  our  own  citizens.  You  see  by  this 
system  that  one-fifth  of  your  revenue  is  at  this 
moment  in  suit.  You  know  that  the  greatest  por- 
tion of  delinquencies  is  by  foreigners ;  that  much 
of  it  will  be  lost;  that  the  duties  are  taken  from 
the  pockets  of  the  consumer,  which  do  not  and 
never  will  go  into  the  public  Treasury,  but  to 
foreien  countries;  that  this  evil  is  increasing  most 
rapidly ;  that  the  amount  in  suit  has  doubled  in 
the  last  year,  and  is  at  this  moment  greater  than 
ever.  You  must  borrow  money  to  make  up  the 
deficiency  thus  caused,  and  yet  listen  to  the  cry 
of  "you  will  destroy  the  revenue" — you  are  at- 
tacking ancient  ana  venerable  systems.  Trace 
these  credits  through  roar  laws,  and  you  will  find 
that  this  bill  is,  in  substance,  coming  back  to  the 
old  system  of  1790 — ^that  it  only. does  away  inno- 
vations of  later  years.  Much  is  said  about  the 
small  losses  in  the  revenue  for  thirty  years ;  this 
only  proves  that  the  bonds  of  our  merchants  are 
good ;  but  will  any  one  say  that  their  bond  is  bet- 
ter or  safer  than  tneir  money  7  But,  though  the 
bonds  of  the  American  merchant  are  safe,  you 
have  here  official  evidence  that  those  of  foreign- 
ers are  not.  Suits  increase  with  foreign  importa- 
tions, and  you  must  not  be  surprised  i?  the  losses 
of  the  last  two  years  are  more  than  all  the  pre- 
ceding ones.  Fancied  evils  made  you  take  away  \ 
the  credit  on  the  public  lands,  but  realized  ones  do 
not  induce  you  to  reduce  them  on  importations. 
Commerce  is,  it  seems,  in  danger — ^yet  it  is  well 
known  that  these  credits  have  b^n  tne  means  of 


throwing  it  into  the  hands  of  toreif  ners.  Ask  the 
American  merchant  if  this  bill  will  injure  him — 
the  merchant,  the  house  owner  of  the  seaport, 
who  suffers  by  long  credits  and  auction  sales.  Let 
the  rate  of  rents,  the  price  of  labor,  the  unem- 
ployed houses,  stores,  clerk:<,  laborers,  and  ship- 
ping, answer.  We  have  been  told  that,  if  foreign 
importations  do  not  give  employment  to  labor, 
value  to  property,  and  markets  for  provisions  and 
materials  here,  they  do  in  some  other  countries. 
Here  I  understand  the  gentleman  who  has  made 
this  remark,  and  thus  points  out  the  difierence  be- 
tween his  principles  and  mine.  I  do  not  profess 
those  broad  and  comprehensive  principles  of  phi- 
lanthropy which  enaole  me  to  look  unmoved  at 
the  general  distress  which  pervades  our  whole 
country,  and  find  consolation  in  the  reflection  that, 
though  our  policy  destroys  the  industry  and  pros- 
pects of  our  own,  it  encourages  that  of  ot.ier  na- 
tions. We  are  sent  here  to  legislate  for  our  own 
citizens;  their  interests  should  be  our  peculiar 
care — ^let  others  take  care  of  themselves;  their 
leffidators  do  not  leave  things  to  regulate  them- 
selves. When  they  are  called  on  for  protection  to 
any  of  their  great  interests,  other  Uoveroments 
do  not  say,  if  you  have  no  employment  here,  if 
your  manufactures  are  abandoned,  your  seaports 
depopulated,  your  fanners  without  markets,  and 
your  revenue  m  suit— it  is  better  somewhere  else. 
No  member  of  this  House  can  be  ignorant  of  the 
fact,  that  our  commerce  is  rapidly  declining,  and 
by  means  of  these  credits;  the  friends  of  the  mer- 
cantile interest  are  certainly  liberal  in  the  extreme 
in  insisting  on  their  continuance,  when  not  a  na- 
tion in  the  civilized  world  gives  a  credit  but  ours. 
Is  it  sound  policy  thus  to  impart  to  others  benefits 
ruinous  to  ourselves,  when  there  is  no  reciprocity  ? 
It  has  been  said  that  other  Governments  encour- 
age importations,  and  that  this  bill  contains  less 
liberal  principles  than  their  codes.  The  commer- 
cial experience  of  the  gentleman  has  taught  him 
better;  he  must  think  us  strangely  ignorant  of 
their  regulations,  not  to  know  the  total  incorrect- 
ness of  the  remark.  He  knows  it.  that  all  other 
nations  discourage  importations  lor  home  con- 
sumption ;  they  encourage  them  for  deposite,  as 
auxiliary  to  the  carrying  trade.  We  afford  the 
solitary  exception  of  the  reverse ;  not  a  prohibited 
article  in  our  tari^",  no  discrimination  between  im- 
polls  for  consumption  or  export,  except  the  draw- 
back of  duties.  This  bill  makes  it ;  it  gives  facil- 
ities for  export  which  were  never  offered  before ; 
it  will  aid  American  commerce,  which  is  worth 
pursuing ;  it  will  take  it  from  foreigners,  who  now 
almost  monopolize  it.  I  am  not  tenacious  of  the 
details  of  this  bill ;  the  great  object  is  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  credits  on  manufactured  goods ;  if  too 
much  is  asked,  let  gentlemen  say  what  will  suit 
their  ideas.  Will  they  agree  to  any  modifications, 
will  they  give  up  a  littlej  or  do  they  insist  on  re- 
taining the  whole — willing  that  commerce  may 
be  destroyed,  if  manufactures  are  not  benefited  ? 
It  would  have  much  better  suited  my  ideas,  if  we 
had  endeavored  so  to  modify  the  bill  as  to  answer 
our  common  objects.  But  it  seems  that  we  have 
been  mistaken  in  our  expectations  of  conciliation ; 
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nothing  will  satisfy  the  geDtleman,  but,  by  striking 
out  the  first  section,  the  total  defeat  of  the  bill ; 
there  must  be  no  modification,  no  alteration,  no 
reduction  of  credits.  Not  satisfied  with  what  they 
call  the  old  system,  they  cling  to  the  memorable 
act  of  1818,  as  eagerly  as  if  the  whole  commerce 
of  the  country  depended  on  it.  True  to  the  com- 
mercial maxim, '^  keep  what  you  have  got,  and 
get  what  you  can,"  while  regulations  are  progres- 
sive, adding  to  your  benefits,  call  that  the  natural 
order  of  thmgs ;  but  when  the  least  attempt  is 
made  to  touch  even  a  skirt  of  your  system,  fold 
up  your  hands  and  say,  "  let  us  euone,"  let  us  reg- 
ulate ourselves.  If  we  adopt  your  maxim,  and 
oflfer  to  divest  commerce  of  even  the  ruinous  trap- 
pings of  its  regulations,  then  the  cry  "  revenue 
and  smuggling,"  comes  to  your  aid,  and  keeps  off 
this  most  odious  thing  called  regulation.  I  un- 
derstand it ;  it  will  be  understood  by  the  countr^r , 
we  are  always  regulating  commerce — ^you  will 
this  session :  it  is  necessary  to  save  it,  if  the  peti- 
tions for  navigation  acts  are  to  be  believed. 

Let  the  House  not  forget  one  celebrated  regula- 
tion in  the  late  war,  when  goods  to  an  immense 
amount  had  been  imported,  in  violation  of  your 
non-intercourse  acts;  when  the  merchants  had 
ffiven  bonds  to  the  amomit  of  twelve  millions  of 
dollars,  which  were  forfeited,  which  they  added 
to  the  price  of  their  goods,  and  received  from  the 
people  of  the  country,  the  consumers,  on  the  ground 
that  they  were  obliged  to  pay  them  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. You,  by  one  "regulation,"  remitted 
them ;  and,  at  the  expense  of  the  treasury  and  the 
nation,  put  the  money  in  the  pockets  of  men  who 
now  say — "let  us  alone."  When  half  as  much  is 
done  for  manufactures,  I  will  admit  that  they  may 
regulate  themselves.  I  do  not  urge  these  matters 
from  hostility  to  commerce,  but  to  let  its  friends 
see  that  not  the  want,  but  tne  excess,  of  regulation 
has  now  made  it  necessary  even  for  them  to  do 
away  some  part  of  their  system,  to  induce  them  to 
make  a  common  cause  with  the  other  great  inter- 
ests of  the  country,  to  save  themselves.  Our  ex- 
port of  produce,  and  import  of  ffoods  for  home 
consumption,  has  ever  been  unprofitaUe ;  the  only 
valuable  part  of  our  commerce,  the  carrving  trade, 
is  now  leaving  us;  it  can  only  be  brougnt  uick  by 
regulations.  It  is  not  denied  that  the  importations 
are  now  mostly  on  foreign  account.  Importers 
will  be  exporters ;  those  wno  bring  )rou  goods,  will 
take  away  your  produce ;  if  there  is  a  surplus  of 
imports,  foreigners  will  take  them  to  other  mar- 
kets. Merchants  must  see  this ;  they  now  feel  it ; 
the  situation  of  your  seaports  abundantly  proves 
the  fact.  The  pride  of  opinion  must  be  aban- 
doned. Commerce  is  no  longer  what  it  was — the 
change  in  the  relations  of  the  civilized  world  has 
been  the  cause — ^measures  must  be  changed  with 
the  times ;  and,  when  we  can  trace  to  a  definite 
source  a  great  portion  of  all  the  embarrassments 
of  the  treasury  and  the  people,  we  are  called  on 
by  every  motive  which  ought  to  influence  a  na  • 
tional  Legislature  to  join  in  the  remedy.  In  ask- 
ing for  the  abolition  of  credits  on  manufactured 
goods,  it  is  not  any  bounty  or  even  encouragement 
of  domestic  manufactures.    It  is  only  that  you 


take  away  the  bounty,  the  premiums  on  iruf  r 
the  inducements,  the  temptations  that  the  l- 
foreigner  cannot  resist — tnat  you  shall  net  *  - 
money  from  the  people  of  this  country,  ^dc  - 
it,  without  interest,  and  often  without  secar.r 
the  foreign  importer.    Apply  the  favori&^,3 
mercial  maxim,  not  as  practised  on,  butr.*>-J 
ing  to  its  real  meaning;  take  aw^y  the  ^— : 
rescind  the  regulations  which   g'ive   them :  i.-r 
things  will  regulate  themselves ;  now  yocr  h^ 
regulate  them. 

The  duties  imposed  by  the  existing-  law>  r 
said  to  be  sufiBcient  protection ;  and  so  thev  mo 
be,  if  the  operation  of  the  system  made  thcnL  ' 
the  amount^  a  discrimination  between  the  fore^ 
and  domestic  fabrics.  When  impelled  by  the  gii 
eral  distress,  the  prostration  of  all  sources  of  m 
tional  industry,  to  complain  of  its  iasaSciene} 
and  propose  remedies,  one  gentfeman  chugrs  ibt 
committee  with  obtaining  their  object  by  iDdirec: 
means,  and  tells  us  to  increase  the  rate  of  duty ; 
another  tells  us  this  will  be  unavaiiinsbf  lY^e  in- 
crease of  smuggling.  I  had  thought  tnat  i!be  las' 
charge  brought  against  the  Committee  of  Macn 
factures  would  have  been  that  their  objects  w€^ 
indirect.  If  the  bills  they  have  reported  do  &: 
on  their  face  explain  their  objects,  the  ob^^^3- 
tions  of  their  chairman  have  not  left  their  vinrT  2 
matter  of  conjecture.  If  the  bills  pass,  thcnr  wlu 
not  be  much  doubt  about  their  direct  t&ct:  n 
any  rate,  they  are  meant  to  be  efficient.  I  chirk 
it  not  very  honorable  to  the  mercantile  cbiKter 
of  this  country  to  be  told  by  experienced  mer- 
chants, we  will  smuggle  if  you  touch  our  5}3tfc 
raise  a  duty  or  diminish  a  credit,  w^e  will  Vx-iatr 
your  laws.  Let  me  entreat  them  to  put  too  hi^b 
a  value  on  their  reputation  to  hold  oqi  to  thi^ 
House  threats  of  this  kind. 

As  to  high  duties,  the  gentleman  and  1  ud^t- 
stand  each  other  very  well ;  but  neither  on  tk\ 
or  his  resolution  calling  for  evidence,  is  the  com- 
mittee to  be  caught  High  duties  are  nor  theeS- 
cient  means  of  protecting  our  industry;  bad  we 
proposed  them,  we  should  have  defeated  oar  own 
measures;  the  triumph  would  Ji«re  been  the 
greater,  as  we  should  have  destroynf  oorseWes,  by 
falling  in  the  snares  of  our  oppoMHts.  Moderate 
duties,  but  so  imposed  as  to  be  ccAiected,  sq  as  t>: 
afford  a  real  and  not  a  mere  nominal  ptefereDCf 
to  our  industry,  are  what  we  aim  at  At  i^esert 
they  are  merely  a  tax  on  the  consumer,  and  openti 
in  a  very  small  degree  for  any  other  purpose. 

Calculate  the  bounties,  premiums,  and  dnw- 
backs  of  other  GrovernmentS)  on  the  exportati:iii  ol' 
^ods,  our  custom-house  credits,  and  sales  at  auc- 
tion, it  will  be  found  there  is  little,  if  aixT*  ^^"^ 
crimination  in  favor  of  our  manufactures;  th>' 
duties  are  balanced  by  these  advantages.    It  b 
been  more  our  object  to  remove  these  pmnic!: 
on  importations  than  to  raise  the  rate  of  dut.^ 
We  are  told  that  one-third  of  the  shippin<^  of '" 
United  States  is  idle — it  is  certainly  true.*'  1  ^ 
thank  the  gentleman  to  ^ive  us  the  reason—^ 
knows  it  is  not  the  prosperity  of  our  manufactiir- 
that  the  trade  of  the  country  is  passing  from  > 
merchants ;  if  ours  is  idle,  foreign  shiping  is  m 
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pioy  ed — that  the  custom-house  credits  are  the  main 
cause ;  yet  he  will  not  agree  to  the  change.  I  am 
bound  to  hope  it  is  not  because  this  bill  aids  other 
interests  as  well  as  commerce.  Had  it  been  re- 
poi'ted  by  another  committee,  had  the  provisions 
of  the  third  section  been  offered  by  any  other  than 
the  Goths  and  Va/iiddU  of  the  West,  1  think  they 
would  have  been  retained;  it  is  not  impossible 
that  even  the  European  credits  would  have  been 
reduced.  But  nothing  from  the  Committee  of 
Manufactures  will  be  accepted ;  even  favors  from 
them  will  be  rejected.  I  am  glad  that  I  voted 
against  the  separation  of  the  Committees  of  Com- 
merce and  ManufjBictures.  I  well  knew  that  it 
would  hold  out  to  the  House  and  the  country  the 
idea  that  their  interests  were  opposed ;  it  was  my 
belief  then,  and  is  now,  that  tney  are  the  same; 
experience  will  show,  it ;  both  are  declining,  not 
only  going,  but  gone;  the  same  measures  are  ne- 
cessary to  redeem  both. 

The  committee  well  knew  that  they  were  un- 
dertaking an  ungracious  task  in  acting  on  all  the 
subjects  referred  to  them.  How  far  thev  have 
acted  impartially  can  best  be  judged,  not  by  pro- 
fessions, but  their  acts.  I  am  wilung  it  should  be 
tested  by  this  bill,  confident  that  when  this  excite- 
ment shall  pass  away,  it  will  remain  as  evidence 
of  our  disposition  to  do  as  much  for  commerce  as 
for  manuiactures---equally  confident  that  the  time 
will  come  when  its  loss  will  be  regretted  by  those 
who  now  oppose  it,  not  only  as  to  parts,  but  the 
whole — ^who  will  now  agree  to  no  amendment,  no 
modification,  but  hold  on  to  the  old  system  in  all 
its  changes.  All  seem  to  admit  that  the  commerce 
of  the  country  is  rapidly  declining,  but  we  are 
promised  a  change  in  1822.  I  would  be  indeed 
thankful  for  the  information  on  which  this  predic- 
tion is  made,  happy  to  know  the  means  by  which 
it  is  to  be  realized.  Does  the  gentleman  judge  by 
experience,  from  facts,  or  does  he  rely  on  the  chap- 
ter of  accidents?  Let  me  warn  hmi  not  to  in- 
dulge in  delusive  hopes ;  to  look  to  causes  and^ 
effects,  and,  while  there  is  a  commerce  to  protect,' 
not  to  delay  the  means  of  its  restoration.  Above 
all,  let  him  beware  how  he  presses  on  us  his  favor- 
ite maxim — of  let  things  regulate  themselves. — 
This  nation  may  not  always  apply  it  exclusively 
to  manufactures ;  even  here  equality  may  be  equity, 
and  this  favored  child  of  legislation  may  be  Idft 
to  regulate  itself.  When  1822  arrives^  and  the 
gentleman's  predictions  turn  out  dreams,  we  shall 
perhaps  have  learned  that  Goyemment  is  insti- 
tuted to  protect  more  than  one  interest ;  that  laws 
to  favor  commerce  are  not  to  be  claimed  as  mat- 
ters o£  right ;  for  manufactures,  to  be  implored  as 
charities,  gratuitous  favors  flowing  from  your  sood 
grace ;  tnat  one  part  of  the  nation  is  not  to  claim 
a  monopoly  of  protection  and  protest  against  its 
being  granted  to  another,  as  an  usurpation  of  its 
prerogatives.  How  will  he  like  to  hear,  to  the 
prayers  of  commerce  supplicating  aid  a^inst  for- 
eign laws,  and  competition,  and  domestic  indifier- 
ence,  the  appalling  answer  of  "regulate  your- 
selves !" — if  you  are  not  doing  well^  commerce  is 
doing  well  somewhere  else;  your  relief  will  injure 
manufactures,  the  revenue,  and  lead  to  smug- 


gling; we  have  adopted  another  child,  and  leave 
you  in  the  enjoyment  of  your  own  principles. 
This  dav  may  come,  but  it  is  not  our  fault;  we 
have  held  out  our  hands  in  friendship^  but  have 
met  with  a  cold  repulse.  If  commerce  is  now  left 
to  itself  by  a  repeal  of  all  our  regulations  in  its 
favor — the  bounties  on  fisheries,  navigation  acts, 
coasting  trade,  tonnage  duties,  discrimination  on 
imposts,  light  money — ^how  would  its  friends  like 
this  "  being  let  alone  ?"  Let  them  then  think  how 
we  feel  at  receiving  this  answer  when  askins  for 
some  portion  of  the  benefits  of  Government,  oy  a 
measure  which  is  called  for  by  all  parts  of  the  na« 
tion,  and  is  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  rev- 
enue. To  prepare  lor  the  reception  of  the  tarifi* 
in  this  House,  you  adopted  a  resolution  calling  on 
the  Treasury  £5epartment  for  information  as  to  its 
effects ;  those  who  are  now  so  alarmed  about  the 
revenue  had  better  call  to  know  the  effect  of  long 
custom-house  credits,  and  the  propriety  of  a  change. 
They  seem  unwilling  to  do  it ;  it  is  not  for  us  to 
ask  It,  but  we  can  easily  judj^e  from  the  amount 
of  revenue  bonds.  On  the  mst  of  January  last, 
those  outstanding,  not  due,  were  $16,100,000 ;  if 
the  same  amount  should  be  in  suit  this,  as  was  the 
last  year,  after  deducting  the  expenses  of  collection 
and  drawbacks,  you  can  'calculate  the  state  of  the 
Treasury  from  imposts,  and  decide  whether  it  is 
better  to  take  the  money  or  trust  to  the  bonds  of 
foreigners.  You  will  not  trust  your  own  citizens 
one  day  for  any  portion  of  the  purchase  money  for 
their  pittance  oi  land — ^how  will  you  answer  to 
them  for  trusting  to  foreigners  millions  of  your 
revenue  after  you  find,  by  experience,  that  they  do 
not  pay?  How  will  you  answer  to  the  nation  for 
the  continuance  of  a  system  which  is  confessedly 
ruinous  to  agriculture,  commerce,  manufactures, 
and  revenue ;  which  is  daily  adding  to  the  dis- 
tresses of  all  the  country,  and  the  embarrassments 
of  the  Treasury,  which  are  increasing,  and  must 
increase,  during  European  peace,  can  only  be 
checked  by  some  such  measure  as  is  now  pro- 
posed. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  it  still  repeated,  that  com- 
merce provides  all  the  resouices  of  tne  Gh)vem- 
ment  Those  who  ring  this  in  our  ears  must 
surdy  think  us  very  simple;  that  the  people  are  so 
easily  duped  as  not  to  Know  that  the  duty,  with 
accumulated  profits,  is  added  to  the  price  of  every 
article,  and  paid  by  the  consumer ;  that  the  mer- 
chant is  only  the  collector,  and  is  well  paid  for 
collecting  the  taxes;*  the  people  pay  them  on 
every  foreign  article  they  eat,  drink,  wear,  or  use. 

But,  sir,  this  bill  b  totally  misapprehended  ;  it 
does  no(  change  the  system  of  imports,  it  only 
makes  it  effectual  by  preventing  losses;  it  aids 
your  Treasury  by  bringing  to  it  the  money  instead 
of  bonds  on  long  credit ;  it  makes  your  system  in 
some  measure  uniform  and  consistent,  applying 
the  same  rule  to  purchasers  of  land  and  goods.  If 


*  A  citiien  of  New  York  was  once  boasting  to  Mr. 
Jeffenon,  that  that  city  paid  one-third  of  the  whole 
revenue.  He  was  silenced  by  this  reply;  << Remove 
the  cuetom-house  across  the  HudsoU)  and  the  city  of 
Jersey  would  pay  it.'' 
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the  bill  proposed  a  total  abolition  of  credits,  it 
woald  be  jastly  exposed  to  the  attacks  I  am  en- 
deavoriog  to  repel ;  but  it  goes  no  farther  than  to 
make  the  duties  payable  in  cash  or  the  articles  to 
be  deposited,  whicn  interfere  with  our  national 
industry,  and  principally  affects  that  part  of  our 
trade  which  is  in  tne  hands  of  foreigners.  It  is 
objected,  that  it  will  tend  still  further  to  produce 
that  effect,  and  to  exclude  small  capitalists  from 
importations  on  their  own  account.  These  objec- 
tions have  long  since  been  anticipated ;  they  have, 
in  my  mind,  been  completely  answered  by  the  let- 
ters in  my  hand  from  the  most  intelligent  mer- 
chants of  New  York  and  Baltimore.  The  foreign 
merchant  and  manufacturer,  who  send  their  goods 
here,  are  generally  needy;  the  regular  course  of 
trade  does  nbt  give  them  a  market,  or  they  would 
not  force  their  way  to  one  here  by  auction  sales ; 
our  credits  operate  as  a  loan,  and  increase  their 
capital  to  carry  on  their  operations  at  home :  this 
is  a  ^at  temptation  to  continuing  the  trade ;  the 
loan  18  perpetually  increasing ;  every  new  consign- 
ment adds  to  the  amount;  it  is  unlimited  as  to 
time,  and  thus  it  will  progress  till  vou  depend  on 
foreigners,  not  only  for  supply  and  defence,  but 
revenue.  As  one  old  bond  is  paid  off,  a  new  credit 
is  given  for  an  increaaed  sum.  No  other  nation 
affords  these  ^ilities;  hence  our  market  is  re- 
sorted to.  But  take  them  away,  take  from  any 
consignment  twenty*five  per  cent,  for  dnties,  in- 
stead of  adding  that  amount  by  a  loan ;  compel 
the  consiffner  to  send  the  money  for  duties,  or  pay 
a  short  bili,  it  would  effect  sucn  a  total  clrange  in 
his  business  that  he  could  not  continue  it;  then  he 
must  take  from  his  capital  at  home  to  pay  hi«  wny 
abroad :  now  you  add  to  it  by  lending  him  money 
to  use  tor  twelve  months.  It  is  the  difference  be- 
tween a  premium  and  a  tax — a  bounty  and  a 
burden. 

There  is  no  mystery  in  this:  eiven  the  back- 
woodsmen can  understand  it.  It  would  indeed  be 
mysterious,  if  long  credits  encourage  foreign  con- 
signments, that  short  ones  should  increase  them. 
Cash  payments  give  them  the  monopoly.  I  can- 
not dwell  long  on  reasoning  of  this  nnd ;  it  is 
much  like  the  other  objection,  that  oapitalists 
will  engross  all  the  trade.  This  deserves  some 
examination ;  if  true,  it  presents  a  serious  objec- 
tion to  the  bill — ^if  not  true,  the  House  will  be 
able  to  decide  on  the  character  of  the  oppodtion. 
This  and  theauetkm  bill  are  necessarily  and  bloseiy 
eonnected,  the  one  an  auxiliary  to  the  other ;  the 
petitions  for  both  mostly  from  merchants  and  mer- 
cantile towns — ^whether  from  large  or  small  capi- 
talists, can  best  be  judged  by  those  who  know  Ine 
signers,  and  will  examine  the  number  of  those 
petitioners.  Here  is  a  petition  from  New  York, 
prayinff  for  the  auction  bill ;  there  are  more  than 
seven  tnousand  names  to  it.  It  must  be  a  wealthy 
place  indeed,  if  these  are  all  capitalists.  Here  is 
one  praying  for  a  general  abolition  of  all  credits 
on  all  importations,  signed  by  near  five  hundred 
merchants  of  that  city.  No  one  will  pretend  tiiey 
are  capitalists — no  one  has  a  right  to  say  they  do 
not  understand  their  own  interest.  They  have 
asked  for  this  bill,  as  essential  to  their  protection ; 
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they  have  made  common  cause  with  the  fr 
of  manufieustures,  to  check  an  evil   destrucv 
both.    Merchants  of  ail  classes  have  unite«i  ^ 
favor,  small  as  well  as  large  dealers.     It  ha^  > 
op|>osed  by  no  individual  petitions-^no  sHn.'>r<: 
talist  has  objected,  or  now  objects^  to  its  ;^vj- 
The  only  opposition  has  been  from  your  ci-r'^tr 
of  commerce,  some  of  whom  have  sient  and  'Tri- 
ed their  memorials  to  us ;  others   have  5^1   / 
not  directed  them — circulated  secretly — tkir  -' 
feet  felt,  but  the  power  not  tang^il^e.     I  cu  l  v 
of  it,  but  it  is  not  on  our  tables — we  cano::'. 
amine  it.  These  bodies,  it  seems,  are  the  |i2sr  j:.. 
of  comfmerce.    Merchants  undertake  tojud^-^  * 
themselves,  and  ask  us  for  a  naeasure — a  cfcan> 
of  commerce  remonstrates  agunst  it,  asiajurj: . 
I  do  not  well  understand  who  these  cbitmbrn 
commerce  are;  they  are  genenUy  vndersiood  : 
be  men  who  are  to  settle  disputesaauM^  merrAan  t<. 
In  New  York,  I  find,  they  are  mcoiporalet/  for 
charitable  punposes-^at  they  reoovcd  ^  thanis 
of  the  Assembly  of  that  State  for  xhar  painoUc 
conduot  in  importing  no  goods  fromQieatBiitam. 
until  she  would  repeal  tl^  staaap  act    I  would  r*- 
joioe  now  to  find  chambers  of  commetce  kselM 
against  foreign,  and  eneoitra^og  denestif 
dttstry  and  commerce ;  and  in  tiaaes  past  it  ^a 
have  been  gmtifying  if  some  of  oar  eitisas  wtJ: 
not  have  carrieu  on  eemmetieiai  iateMoarse  wiv. 
England  during  embargo,  non^intettoaftf-  i^i 
war.    I  believe  the  members  of  theae  bodies  m 
not  generally  composed  of  saiall  capitalists  of  the 
first  respectability — they  are  of  tlK  most  vahh^ 
It  is  matter  of  some  suspioion  to  find  them  g^ 
ing  the  small  trad^  with  so  much  care,  21^  x 
fearful  that  the  tfade  of  the  country  will  he  thrown 
into  their  own  hands — a  suspicion  that  »  not  di- 
minished, when  I  find  the  mLerehants  o^  dakm 
laboring  under  the  same  fears  as  to  beaeiis  vhict 
this  bill  will  i^ve  to  the  large  capitalists,  aad  dweL 
so  much  on  the  injary  to  the  young  and  Merpris- 
ing.     Here  is  something  nnaccooatalie  to  i&f. 
In  1818,  the  last  extension  of  credits  was  las^  oa 
the  petition  of  the  Bast  India  mercfainCi  of  Boston 
and  Salem,  headed  by  William  Oray  sad  others, 
the  greatest  oapitalists  of  the  couoy.  There  were 
no  petitions  from  any  other  plaee;  sn^  dealer^ 
did  not  ask  for  eighteen  months'  cRdil^aad  cmal. 
dealers  are  not  much  concerned  in  the  East  Inin 
trade.    This  law,  it  seems,  was  ^ns  passed  on  t^'• 
petition,  and  for  the  benefit,  of  the  wcsltbit^' 
merchants  in  the  Union.    I  must  be  allowrd  k 
ask.  how  the  extension  and  shorteaiag  of  cKdii^ 
will  produce  the  same  effects  7    I  thi&k  loo  well 
of  the  gentlemen  whose  names  were  to  those  pe- 
^tions,  to  believe  they  did  not  undentiBd  ^^ei: 
own  interests,  or  would  desiffnedly  impose  on  y?:: 
The  gentleman  who  so  aBly  represents  one  * 
these  towDs,  mutt  permit  me  to  sav,  tiiat,  wl 
he  is  contending  that  this  bill  will  injure  the  ^r 
trader,  he  is  contradicting  the  petition   prestj 
by  himself,  preying  for  long  credits.     Two  5: ' 
years  cannot  have  made  such  a  change  in  the  r**- 
ciples  of  commerce.    What  would  benefit  r::* 
talists  in  1818,  will  do  so  now.    Long  credits  > 
produce  the  same  effects  now  as  then.     When  c: 
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3  ections  are  made  to  short  ones,  they  must  be  tangi- 
ble. I  must  know  where  to  find  our  opponents — 
they  must  not  now  play  thus  fast  and  loose.  If 
short  credits  were  injurious  to  capitalists  in  1818, 
they  will  not  give  them  a  monopoly  now.  We 
are  not  to  be  thus  amused  with  reasons  which  can 
be  adapted  to  suit  any  measure — they  are  sure  pre- 
texts to  defeat  this  bill,  not  because  it  will  injure 
the  small  merchants,  but  because  it  will  benefit 
the  manufacturer.  It  will  take  the  bounty  from 
importations,  keep  the  money  of  the  Qorernment 
at  home,  prevent  loans  to  merchants  from  produc- 
ing new  importations  on  the  capital  furnished  by 
the  duties  on  the  old.  We  have  given  the  reasons 
and  the  evidence  on  which  this  bill  has  been  re- 
ported. I  would  thank  the  then  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for  the  evidence 
on  which  he  extended  the  credits  to  eighteen 
months.  In  examining  the  effects  of  this  change,  I 
cannot  see  the  injurious  effects  on  the  small  trader ; 
he  can  as  easQy  pay  the  duties  on  a  small  impor- 
tation as  the  large  trader  on  a  larse  one.  Merch- 
ants adventure  in  proportion  to  their  capital  and 
credit ;  the  duties  are  in  proportion  to  what  they 
import ;  the  small  dealer  can  often  procure  a  small 
loan  when  a  larce  one  could  not  be  obtained.  The 
American  merchant  has  a  credit  in  iMink,  when 
the  foreigner  has  none ;  we  may,  therefore,  feel 
ourselves  safe  in  acceding  to  the  petitions  of  those 
who  have  asked  for  this  measure,  that  they  have 
not  asked  chambers  of  commerce  or  Bast  India 
merchants  to  become  their  guardians. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  too,  that  the  small  dealers 
are  mostly  in  the  West  India  trade,  which  is  not 
affected  by  this  bill — the  Bast  India  and  Buropean 
trade,  which  will  be  deprived  of  one  of  its  facilities, 
is  in  the  hands  of  capitalists  and  foreigners — this 
accounts  for  their  alarm,  and  a  desire  to  euard 
their  exclusive  interests  under. the  pretext  of  pro- 
tection to  the  small  dealers.  When  the  latter  com- 
plain, I  will  then  think  the  objection  may  have 
some  weight — till  then,  it  will  be  considered  as  a 
pretext  to  cover  opposition  to  a  system  indispen- 
sable for  all  the  great  objects  of  Government, 
merely  because  it  comes  in  aid  of  manufactures. 
I  must  not  be  blamed  for  indulging  this  belief  when 
there  is  such  a  settled  determination  evinced  not  to 
touch  any  part  of  the  present  credits,  when  the  same 
cry  is  raised  whether  we  offer  to  touch  the  act  of 
1818,  or  to  abolish  the  whole.  It  is  at  all  times 
amusing  to  hear  these  same  alarms  rung  on  every 
occasion.  The  tariff  brought  them  out — this  bill 
has  increased  them — ^  it  will  ruin  commerce^  agri- 
culture, revenue,"  and  even  the  country  itself! 
They  must  be  weak  indeed  when  they  rest  on  Bu- 
ropean and  Bast  India  credits ;  we  got  along  very 
well  before  1818;  there  were  no  very  imperious 
calls  on  us  to  extend  them  then;  it  they  were 
shortened  now,  I  think  the  sun  would  still  shine, 
and  water  run!  This  is  not  the  first  time  this 
country  and  all  its  interests  have  been  ruined.  The 
proclamation  of  neutrality,  the  British  treaty,  the 
French  war,  ruined  us  forever ;  the  embargo  and 
non-intercourse  law  were  death ;  so  was  the  late 
war :  yet  the  country  has  survived  all ;  it  bears  a 
great  oeal  of  ruin,  and  bears  it  very  well,  for  one 
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who  has  been  ruined  so  often.  After  surviving 
such  shocks,  I  think  the  little  ruin  which  will  be 
added  by  employing  our  own  labor,  our  own  ma- 
terials, giving  a  value  to  our  own  property,  carrying 
on  our  own  commerce,  and  receiving  iuto  the 
Treasury  all  the  money  that  the  people  pay  for 
taxes,  will  not  be  too  much  to  bear !  Ir  this  is  ruin 
it  is  of  the  kind  which  will  restore  us  tu  prosperity. 
There  must  be  a  striking  analogy  between  two 
opposite  systems,  agreeing  in  no  one  feature,  yet 
producing  the  same  effects — each  attended  with 
ruin  absolute  and  irretrievable.  You  have  tried 
imposts  till  your  revenue  has  left  you  five  millions 
short  of  your  expenses :  credits  till  one-fifth  is  in 
suit;  importations  on  foreign  accounts,  till  your 
commerce  is  destroyed;  auction  sales,  till  your 
merchants  are  idle  (their  hopes  resting  in  a  bank- 
rupt law ;)  foreign  goods,  till  your  manufactures 
are  abandoned ;  foreign  markets^  till  your  farmers 
find  their  produce  rotting  on  their  hands :  and  yet 
it  is  contended  that  the  continuance  of  this  condi- 
tion of  the  country  is  necessary  for  its  welfare ; 
that  a  change  will  be  ruinous.  I  hope  gentlemen 
will  ask  themselves  if  ever  there  was  a  time  when 
there  was  such  a  scene  of  universal  distress.  If  it 
cannot  be  easily  traced  and  satisfactorily  accounted 
for,  when  called  on,  as  you  have  been  this  session, 
by  the  people  of  the  country,  they  will  expect  some 
better  answer  to  their  petitions  than  these  alarms, 
which  arc  always  raised  whenever  there  has  been 
any  attempt  to  adopt  measures  of  vital  importance. 
Wnen  you  urge  them  you  must  give  reasons ;  show 
how  the  present  system  will  restore,  how  the  pro- 
posed one  will  injure  us ;  show  how  internal  in- 
dustry will  injure  internal  prosperity ;  how  idleness 
promotes  national  strengtn  or  individual  wealth ; 
and,  above  all,  satisfy  the  farmer  for  whose  interest 
there  is  so  much  anxiety,  how  he  is  to  be  injured 

S  buying  his  clothing  from  those  who  will  nur- 
ase  his  produce.  Now  the  surplus  of  his  farm 
will  not  clothe  his  family  and  procure  him  his 
utensils ;  now  he  understands  what  is  meant  by 
buying  cheap :  that  it  does  not  consist  in  the  price 
of  the  article  he  wants,  so  much  as  in  the  price  of  the 
article  with  which  he  is  to  make  payment.  When 
cloth  is  at  ten  dollars  a  yard,  and  flour  at  ten  dol- 
lars a  barrel,  one  pays  for  the  other — cloth  at  six 
dollars  and  flour  at  three,  the  cloth  to  the  farmer 
has  doubled  in  price  ;  the  barrel  of  flour  procures 
but  half  a  yard  of  cloth.  These  things  will  be  un- 
derstood ;  there  is  no  mystery  in  political  economy ; 
it  is  a  plain  simple  calculation  of  what  is  bought 
by  the  least  labor  and  the  smallest  quantity  of 
produce. 

That  article  is  the  cheapest  which  the  consumer 
pays  for  the  easiest.  What  encouragement  does 
the  importer  or  retailer  of  foreign  goods  now  give 
the  farmer ;  what  injury  has  a  manufacturer  in  his 
neighborhood,  or  a  marxet  at  his  own  door,  ever 
done  him  ?  Is  it  better  for  him  to  seek  it  by  nav- 
igation of  three  thousand  miles,  when  found  glutted 
by  supplies  from  other  sources,  the  price  less  than 
at  home ;  the  home  market  destroyed  by  the  eager- 
ness for  a  foreign ;  shall  all  competition  be  destroyed, 
our  produce  left  at  the  mercy  of  other  nations,  who 
have  agricultural  interests  of  their  own  to  protect  ? 
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Are  they  better  friends  to  the  American  farmer  than 
even  our  own  Government ;  theirs  than  our  own 
citizens  ?  These  are  questions  which  must  be  an- 
swered in  some  other  way  than  <'  you  will  ruin  the 
country."  Sir,  the  country  is  ruined  if  you  perse- 
vere in  vour  present  policy.  It  must  and  will  be 
changea.  Such  radical  and  fatal  errors  will  be 
checked  by  the  general  voice  of  the  country,  if  not 
here.  It  had  better  be  done  while  moderate  mea- 
sures will  be  sufficient — such  as  are  proposed  by  this 
bill,  which  does  not  increase  the  duties,  imposes  no 
burden  on  commerce;  but,  merely  taking  away 
the  bounty  and  premium  on  foreign  manufactures, 
so  as  to  leave  the  duties  which  are  laid  on  impor- 
tation a  discrimination  in  favor  of  our  own  industry, 
and  the  trade  of  the  country  in  the  hands  of  our 
own  merchants. 

Mr.  SiLSBEE.  of  Massachusetts,  addressed  the 
Committee  as  loUows — 

Mr.  Chairman :  Being  an  inhabitant  of  a  com- 
znereial  district  of  the  United  States,  I  feel  com* 
peUed,  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  mv  constituents,  to 
make  a  tew  remarks  upon  the  biU  now  under  con- 
sideration. 

It  seems  to  be  generally  admitted,  sir,  that  every 
interest  of  the  country  is  depressed  at  this  time ; 
and  what  does  this  bill  propose — ^measures  for  the 
relief  and  benefit  of  all  ?  rfo,  sir  \  its  object  seems 
to  be,  to  impose  new  restrictions  and  additional 
burdens  upon  that  interest  which,  at  this  moment, 
is  more  a^ressed  than  any  other.  I  mean  the 
commercial  and  navigating  interest.  In  the  course 
of  the  past  year  a  loss  has  been  sustained  by  the 
merchants  of  this  country,  of  at  least  twenty-five 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  capital  employed  in  foreign 
trade,  and  the  prospects  of  the  present  year  are  not 
more  flattering  than  those  of  the  past.  There  will 
not  be  so  much  capital  employed  this  year  as  there 
was  last,  because  there  is  not  so  much  to  employ ; 
bttt  in  that  which  is  employed  the  loss  (judging  from 
present  appearances)  will  be  as  great,  or  greater, 
than  it  was  the  last  year.  If  gentlemen  have  at- 
tended to  the  memorials  which  have  been  read  m 
this  House,  from  the  manufacturing  interest,  they 
will  have  learnt  from  them  something  of  the  presr 
ent  state  of  our  navkation  and  commerce.  We 
have  been  informed  by  these  memorials  that  oar 
ships  are  rotting  at  the  wharves ;  that  they  are  apt 
worth  half  their  cost ;  that  a  large  portioui  of  the 
merchants  are  already  bankrupts ;  and  that  others 
itfe  almost  daily  added  to  the  list  If  this  be  true, 
(and  no  one  who  has  recently  visited  our  seaports 
will  be  inclined  to  doubt  it) — ^If  this  be  true,  1  say, 
is  it  wise,  or  is  it  just,  further  to  depress  this  inter- 
est at  this  time  ? 

The  bill  under  consideration  proposes  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  present  system  of  credits  on  revenue 
bonds,  and  tne  adoption  of  an  entire  new  system. 
The  present  system  has  been  in  operation,  with 
some  alterations,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
present  Government.  By  the  act  of  the  4th  of 
August,  1790,  the  credits  for  duties  on  imports 
were  fixed  as  follows ,  On  goods  from  the  West. 
Indies,  at  four  months ;  on  teas  from  China,  at 
twelve  months ;  on  Madeira  wine,  at  twelve  months ; 
on  all  other  goods,  at  six  months.    At  this  time 


sales  of  goods  were  geneially  made  for  cajsh,  &  a 
very  short  credits ;  but,  as  the  business  of  the  c<.%i- 
try  increased,  longer  credits  to  purchasers  beean' 
usual ;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  it  was  t^r 
encouragement  of  this  increase  of  trade  whic  in- 
duced the  Oovernment  to  extend  these  ciediii.  ii 
they  have  done  at  different  periods  since  17k 

^y  the  act  of  May,  1792,  the  credit  for  ^so 
on  salt  was  fixed  at  nine  months  ;  on  other  Vt: 
India  goods,  at  four  months ;  on  all  other  gooi? 
(except  wines  and  teas,)  half  in  six,  a  qoaner  c 
nine,  and  a  quarter  in  twelye,  oaonths.    By  ti 
act  of  January  29th,  1795,  the  credit  on  impona 
tions  from  the  West  Indies  was  extended  to  dim 
and  six  months ;  and  on  impjortalions  £cdio  £urop 
the  credit  was  fixed  at  eight,  ten,  and  twelTe 
mooths ;  oae-third  cash«    By  the  act  of  the  3d  cf 
March,  1799,  the  credits  were  fixed  as  ioUows:  on 
West  India  products,  (except  saltj)  half  in  ibree, 
and  half  in  six  months ;  on  salt,  in  juse  mooth5; 
on  wines,  in  twelve  months ;  pn  teas  fioiQ  China 
or  Europe,  the  same  as  other  gook  €ran  those 
oountries,  unless  deposited  in  CknrenniMax  suse^ 
in  which  case  the  credit  not  to  exceed  two  yuis: 
on  articles  from  Europe,  one-third  in  eight,  oD^ 
third  in  ten,  and  one-third  in  twelve  moa&s ;  oa  aL 
goods  from  any  other  place  than  Run^  and  ^ 
West  Indies,  (other  tnan  salt,  teas,  and  wioe^j 
half  in  six,  a  quarter  in  nine,  and  a  qoaiter  m 
twelve  months.     These  credits  have  not  been 
changed  since  March,  1799,  except  that,  b(  ik 
act  of  April  20,  1S18.  the  credit  on  Wet  isiia 
products  was  extended  from  three  and  sii,  s)i«( 
and  nine  months ;  and  on  articles  from  the  Ea^'. 
Indies,  South  America,  4cc.,  frona  half  in  w^qav- 
ter  in  nine,  and  a  quarter  in  tipvdlve  wfiolt>.  k- 
oae^third  in  eight,  eae-third  in  ten,  aad  oiKbird 
in  eighteen  months. 

These  credits  are  given  oa  bonds,  with  ooe  or 
more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaetioa  of  the  oolketor. 
in  double  the  amount  of  duties ;  or,  in  himi  o(  tk-^ 
sureties,  the  coUeetor  mav  accept  a  deposiie  oi  so 
much  of  the  goods  fts  shaU,  in  his  opwio»,he^  saf- 
ficieat  security  for  the  amount  of  the  duoes  (aut 
the  whole  goods,  as  is  required  by  the  hli  jkht 
under  oonsideratipn,)  which  depotite  is  to  be  held 
till  the  bonds  become  due,  at  which  tine,  if  ihe 
bonds  are  aat  previously  paid,  the  goods  ueXoV: 
sold,  and  the  stirplus,  after  paying  the  bonds  and 
changes,  to  be  paid  over  to  the  imporiei  of  tbt 
goods.    This  is  the  substance  of  our  present  sf  sua 
of  credits,  which  to  this  time  has  been  found  ^ 
satisfactory  aad  sufficient  as  it  is  simple. 

The  system  proposed  by  the  biU  uuaider  coasider- 
ation,  if  I  understand  it,  it  is  this :  On  theamral 
of  goods  liable  to  the  payment  of  duty,  the  iapotvei 
may  elect  whether  to  enter  them  for  exponatioB 
or  tor  consum{)tion ;  if  he  enters  them  for  expand 
tion,  he  is  to  give  bond,  with  sufficient  suret)&.  > 
the  whole  amoimt  of  the  goods,  tlmt  they  shall  t 
exported,  and  not  relanded  in  the  United  Sta^* 
It  is,  however,  provided  that  the  importer  vn} 
subsequently,  re-enter  his  goods  for  consumptk>i 
but  this  indulgence  is  extended  only  to  three  mofit: 
from  the  date  of  importation,  and  on  condii  - 
that  the  duties  are  all  paid  before  the  expiration  ^ 
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that  time.  If  the  goods  are,  at  the  time  of  impor- 
tation, entered  for  consumption,  and  are  such  as 
named,  as  excepted,  in  the  first  section  of  the  bill, 
they  are  to  be  entitled  to  a  credit  on«  one-half  the 
amount  for  three  months,  and  on  the  other  half 
for  six  months,  except  teas,  on  which  the  credit  is 
to  be  three,  six,  and  nine  months ;  one-third  cash. 
On  all  other  ^^oods,  of  every  description,  the  duty 
is  to  be  paid  m  cash ;  or,  in  default  of  such  pay- 
ment, the  ffoods  (not  merely  enough  to  secure  tne 
payment  of  the  duty,  as  under  the  present  system, 
out  the  whole  goods)  are  to  be  deposited  in  stores 
selected  by  the  coUecter,  and  retained  in  his  cus- 
tody for  SIX  months,  when,  if  the  duty  is  not  pre- 
yiouslv  paid,  so  much  of  tne  goods  are  to  be  sold 
as  will  pay  the  duty  and  charges.  Now,  sir.  if  the 
Government  had  large  and  convenient  warehouses 
established  in  all  our  seaports,  as  is  the  case  in 
most  parts  of  Europe,  to  wnich  access  could  r^ily 
be  had  during  the  usual  hours  of  business,  this 
might  not  be  considered  so  great  an  inconvenience; 
but  this  is  not  the  case— and,  should  importers 

Sexkerally  store  their  goods  instead  of  paying  the 
uties,  almost  every  store  in  our  commercial  towns 
would  be  converted  into  a  government  store^  and 
unless  the  Giovemment  should  forthwith  appoint  a 
host  of  storekeepers,  it  will  be  found  extremely 
d^cult,  if  not  impracticable,  to  get  along  witn 
this  part  of  this  new  system.  It  will  at  least  be 
found  so  inconvenient  and  perplexing  that  few,  if 
any,  who  can  pay  the  duties  on  importation,  will 
submit  to  it.  I  must,  therefore,  consider  the  duties 
on  all  the  non-excepted  articles  as  liable  to  cash 
payment. 

The  revenue  from  the  customs,  in  1818,  (the  last 
year  for  which  returns  have  been  made.)  was  $21,- 
828^451 ;  of  which  $5,410,320  accrued  on  articles 
which  are  to  be  entitled  toa  credit,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  bill;  and  $16,031,852  were  de- 
rived from  articles  which  are  to  be  liable  to  cash 
payment  of  duties.  So  that  less  than  one-fourth 
part  of  the  amount  of  duties  are  to  have  the  bene- 
fit of  a  credit  of  three  and  six  months,  uid  more 
than  three-quarters  of  the  duties  are  to  be  paid  in 
cash. 

Sir,  the  merchants  of  the  United  States  are  at 
this  time,  and  at  all  times,  under  bonds  to  the 
Cvovemment  for  the  payment  of  about  twenty 
millions  of  dollars  withm  a  year.  Should  tbis 
bill  pass,  and  not  lessen  the  amount  of  duties  that 
would  otherwise  accrue,  it  will  require  from  the 
merchants  a  further  payment  of  ten  or  fifteen 
millions  more,  making  thirty  to  thirty-five  mil- 
lions within  a  year  from  the  time  this  bill  takes 
effect. 

Now,  can  the  commercial  interest  bear  an  addi- 
tional assessment  of  fifty  to  seventy-five  per  cent., 
at  a  time  when  they  find  it  all  but  impossible  to 
comply  with  their  present  engagements?  And  if 
such  requisition  could  be  complied  with,  would 
any  interest  of  the  country,  either  public  or  private, 
be  benefited  by  withdrawing  from  circulation 
such  an  additional  sum,  when  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  it,  at  least,  would  lay  dormant  in  the 
Treasury,  or  in  the  oank,  for  the  greater  part  of  a 
year?    It  would,  to  be  sure,  give  us  an  overflow- 


ing Treasury  for  the  first  year,  but  a  very  impov- 
erished one  for  several  succeeding  years. 

I  have  heard  it  said,  on  this  floor,  that  credits 
for  duties  are  not  allowed  by  any  of  the  commer- 
cial nations  of  Europe.  This,  if  apparently,  is 
not  really,  the  case.  Entrepots,  or  publk  ware- 
houses, are  established,  I  believe,  by  every  com- 
mercial nation  in  Europe;  certainly  by  most  of 
them,  and  most  goods  may  remain  in  entrepot 
until  they  are  sold  for  consumption,  before  the 
payment  of  duties  is  required;  even  goods  pro- 
nibited  for  consumption  may  remain  in  d^ot 
until  some  foreign  market  offers  a  demand  for 
them. 

The  English,  French,  and  Dutch,  may  be  con- 
sidered the  principal  commercial  nations  of  Eu- 


rope. 


in  England,  I  believe,  all  goods  may  remain 
some  months,  and  most  of  them  may  remain  from 
two  to  five  years,  in  the  public  warehouses,  with- 
out bond,  except  such  as  are  liable  to  excise,  which 
must  be  bonded  when  put  into  the  warehouses, 
and  on  prohibited  goods,  bonds  must  be  given  to 
export  them:  the  payment  of  duties  may  be  de- 
layed until  tne  goods  are  taken  out  of  the  ware^ 
houaesfor  consumption.  In  France,  fiKKxds  may 
remain  in  entrepot  twelve  months,  wim  the  priv- 
ile|[e  of  further  time,  by  special  permission;  on 
taking  them  out  for  consumption,  the  duties  must 
be  paid,  either  in  cash  or  by  bond  with  sureties  at 
four  months;  but  goods  are  generally  sold,  in 
France,  in  entrepot,  and  the  duty  paid  by  the  pur- 
chaser, a^  he  takes  them  out  for  consumption. 

In  Holland,  soods  may  remain  twelve  months 
in  entrepot,  on  bond,  afler  which  prohibited  goods 
must  be  exported,  but  other  goods  must  remain 
longer,  by  permission  of  the  board  of  licenses. 

In  Spain,  the  payment  of  duties  is  required 
when  goods  are  taxen  from  the  custom-house,  but 
I  don't  know  how  long  they  are  permitted  to  re- 
main there. 

In  the  ports  of  Italy,  all  goods  are  sold  in  entre- 
pot; the  duties  are  paid  by  the  purchaser  when 
taken  out  for  consumption. 

In  Denmark,  the  duties  are  not  paid  until  the 
goods  are  sold  to  the  consumer. 

It  will  therefore  be  seen,  that,  although  the 
European  systems  differ  from  ours,  yet^  that  those 
systems  afibrd,  really,  even  longer  credits  than  are 
allowed  bv  our  Government ;  with  this  diflerence, 
however,  tnat  there,  in  most  cases,  the  goods  them* 
sdives  afford  the  security  for  the  payment  of  the 
duties,  and  if  the  goods,  by  any  casualty,  are  lost 
to  the  owner,  the  duty  is  lost  to  the  Oovemment 
With  us,  instead  of  holding  the  goods,  bonds  with 
sureties  are  taken,  and,  although  goods  are  lost  by 
any  casualty  whatever,  (which  not  unfrequently 
hai^^s)  yet  the  duties  are  paid  to  the  Govern- 
ment. And  I  am  confident  that,  to  this  time,  the 
Government  have  been  great  gainers  by  the  adop- 
tion of  our  own  system  in  preference  to  any  of  the 
European  ones.  Under  our  present  system  the 
merchants  know  when  their  payments  to  Grovem- 
ment  become  due,  and  prepare  to  make  them ;  but, 
under  the  system  contemplated  by  this  bill,  they 
cannot  be  so  prepared ;  their  ships  may  arrive  two 


1991 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1992 


H.  OP  R. 


Revision  of  the  Tariff. 


April.,  1820. 


or  three  months  earlier  than  expected,  at  a  mo- 
ment when  they  have  just  used  so  much  of  their 
means  and  so  much  of  their  credit,  upon  some 
new  adventure,  as  to  be  unable  to  raise  twenty, 
thirty,  or  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  at  short 
notice ;  but  if  their  ships  should  not  arrive  so  soon, 
by  two  or  three  months,  as  may  be  expected,  the 
funds  which  they  may  have  provided  for  the  pay- 
ment of  duties  will,  m  such  case,  remain  unpro- 
ductive. A  large  portion  of  our  imports  are  made 
in  the  Spring  months  of  March  and  April,  conse- 
quently the  cash  payments  required  at  this  time 
will  be  so  large  as  to  cause  a  pressure  in  the  mo- 
ney market,  at  that  time,  and,  as  the  banks  will 
be  apprized  of  this,  they  will  rather  lessen  than 
increase  their  accommodations,  at  a  time  when 
they  will  be  most  wanted.  There  is  already  much 
complaint  of  the  scarcity  of  money  ;  the  passage 
of  this  bill  will  not  lessen  this  complaint. 

This  bill  discourages  importations  generally; 
this  policy  is  the  reverse  of  every  thing  seen  in  Eu- 
rope. It  is  the  policy  of  other  nations  to  encourage 
the  importation  of  almost  every  article,  even  if 
prohibited  for  consumption ;  this  is  done,  not  solely 
with  a  view  to  benefit  the  revenue,  and  to  keep 
down  prices,  but  also  for  the  further  purpose  of 
sustainmg  the  carrying  trade ;  and  we  ought  to  do 
the  same,  at  least  so  far  as  respects  articles  with 
which  we  cannot  supply  ourselves. 

It  has  also  been  said  on  this  floor  that  the  cre- 
dits now  given  operate  as  a  loan  to  the  merchants. 
It  will  not  be  denied  but  this  may  be  th^  case  in 
some  instances,  but  equally  true  that  in  many, 
and  I  believe  I  may  say  in  most  cases,  the  duty  is 
paid  to  the  Government  before  it  is  received  from 
the  consumer ;  and  I  think  it  may  be  said,  without 
fear  of  contradiction,  that,  on  an  average,  the  du- 
ties arc  paid  before  tney  are  realized  from  the  sales 
of  goods.  So  far  as  my  own  experience  has  ena- 
bled me  to  judge,  this  has  certainly  been  the  case. 
I  have  some  goods  now  on  hand,  the  duties  on 
which  have  been  paid  more  than  three  years.  If 
merchants  are  compelled  to  pay  the  duties  before 
they  can  realize  them  from  the  proceeds  of  the 
£;oods,  it  must  be  seen  that  the  effect  will  be  to 
lessen  their  business,  and,  consequently,  to  lessen 
the  revenue. 

It  has  also  been  said,  that  great  losses  must  have 
been  sustained  by  the  Government,  in  consequence 
of  these  credits  on  revenue  bonds.  Have  we  ever 
heard  any  such  complaints,  even  from  the  Trea- 
sury, Department  or  elsewhere  ?  No,  sir,  we  have 
not  heard  any  such  complaint,  because  no  such 
losses  have  happened.  The  revenue  which  has 
accrued  from  the  customs,  from  the  4lh  of  March, 
1799,  (the  commencement  of  the  present  revenue 
system)totheendofthevear  1819,  is  $351,329,799, 
upon  which  there  has  been  a  loss  of  $1,037,355, 
and  a  further  sum  of  $540,969  which  may  be  lost, 
in  whole  or  in  part ;  but,  supposing  the  whole  to 
be  lost,  the  amount  of  losses  will  be  $1,578,324 — 
a  little  short  of  45-lOOths  of  one  per  cent.  In  the 
district  in  which  I  live, although  the  trade  from  that 
district  is  such  as  is  entitled  to  the  longest  credits 
ffiven  lay  our  laws,  the  losses  have,  I  believe,  been 
less  than  1-lOOth  part  of  a  per  cent.  3  and  in  the 


district  of  Boston,  in  which  immense  sums  have 
been  bonded,  the  losses  have  not,  I  think,  exceeded 
1-lOth  of  a  per  cent.    The  official  report  from  ti? 
Treasury  Dej3artment  shows  that  the  w^hole  losses 
throughout  the  United  States  have  been  less  thm 
half  a  per  cent.    Now,  I  ask,  if  another  ins^aice 
can  probably  be  found  in  the  world  of  a  Goren- 
ment,  or  even  an  individual,  having^  sustained  ^s 
small  a  loss  upon  its,  or  upon  his  credits,  or  uj-ci 
any  class  of  credits,  for  a  space  of  thirtf  yeai^  in 
the  course  of  which,  it  should   also   be  notio^i, 
that  a  foreign  war,  embargoes,  and  other  resinc- 
tive  measure  have  taken  place,  ^^hich  hare  essea- 
tially  affected  the  interest  of  those  people  who 
have  had  these  payments  to  make  ?     There  is,  1 
think,  no  hazard,  in  saying,  that  in  no  ooontrj  on 
earth    has  the  revenue  from    customs  heen    so 
promptly  paid  as  in  this. 

Under  tne  present  system,  the  officer  at  the  bead 
of  the  Treasury  Department  is^  at  aU  times,  en- 
abled to  make  his  calculations  -with  great  iccuiacj, 
and  without  fear  of  disappointment,  of  the  amount 
to  be  received  into  the  Treasury  for  any  ensuing 
year,  by  estimating  the  amount  of  bonds  on  hand ; 
and  we  are  thereby  enabled  to  limit  our  expendi- 
tures accordingly  ;  but  how  can  he,  or  how  caa 
any  man,  under  a  system  of  cash  payments,  form 
any  correct  estimate  as  to  future  receipts?   He 
cannot  do  it — it  is  impossible.     And  in  the  ertLt 
of  a  war  with  a  powerful  maritime  natioc,  the 
revenue  from  commerce  would  almost  instasdf 
stop,  under  the  system  contemplated   by  thu^bii; 
whereas,  under  the  existing  system,  the  Gorcni- 
ment  will  always  have  bonds  in  hand  for  the 
amount  of  about  $20,000,000.  to  be  paid  within  « 
year  after  such  an  event  should  take  place. 

It  is  said  that  some  mercantile  people  aie  idro- 
cates  for  cash  payments  of  duties,  and  that  mtmo- 
rials  to  this  effect  have  been  presented  to  us.  This 
is  true,  sir,  and  it  is  also  true  that  our  own  capital- 
ists, as  well  as  the  agents  of  foreign  capitaLsQ^ 
would  be  benefited  by  such  a  measure ;  hat  the  less 
wealthy  merchant  will  be  injured  by  21,  acJ  sU 
the  young  and  enterprising  ones,  of  snail  prt^terty 
and  limited  means,  will  be  driven  from  (Jiierr  busi- 
ness, or  their  business  will  be  driveo  from  them, 
into  the  monopolizing  hands  of  the  capitalists ', 
and  if  we  are  disposed  to  gratify  them^al  the  ex- 
pense of  the  great  bulk  of  the  mercantile  people, 
and  at  the  expense  also  of  the  consumers,  we  shall 
pass  this  bill,  but  if  we  look  to  the  good  of  the 
many,  in  preference  to  that  of  the  few,  we  sliaJJ 
not  pass  it. 

Amongst  the  signatures  to  the  memorials  against 
discontinuing  credits,  we  find  the  names  of  d^Y 
capitalists,  who  would  be  benefited    by  sucK  d^^ 
continuance  as  is  contemplated ;  but,  to  their  great 
credit,  they  are  willing  to  yield  such  adrantag*.^ 
to  the  pubhc  good. 

If  these  credits  had  been  productive  of  heavy 
losses  to  the  Government,  this  would  be  a  stroni 
and  sufficient  reason  for  discontinuing  them;  b.: 
this  has  not  been  the  case. 

If  the  object  of  this  bill  is  to  aid  the  manufa:- 
turing  interest^  I  must  say  that,  in  my  humK:? 
opinion,  that  aid  ought  to  be  sought  in  some  cthtY 
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ivay  than  by  coercing  people  to  abandon  com* 
merce  (by  making  it  more  unprofitable  to  them) 
for  the  purpose  of  inducing  them  to  devote  a  por- 
tion of  their  capital  to  manufacturing  purposes ; 
and  really  it  is  only  in  this  way  that  I  can  per- 
ceive any  benefit  will  be  afibrded  to  the  manufac- 
turing interest  by  this  bill.  It  will  not  have  much 
if  any  effect  upon  the  importation  of  European 
manufactures,  because,  if  the  greater  part  of  tnose 
importations  are  made  by  the  agents  of  foreign  es- 
tablishments, as  we  have  been  repeatedlv  assured 
is  the  case,  those  agents,  on  the  arrival  of  their 
goods^  have  only  to  sell  a  bill  of  exchange  on  their 
principal  in  Europe  for  as  much  money  as  is  need- 
ed to  pay  their  duties ;  and  these  bills  of  exchange 
are  always  a  cash  article  in  the  market.  This  de- 
scription of  importations  will  therefore  be  less 
afiected  by  the  provisions  of  this  bill  than  any 
other. 

If  I  know  myself  I  am  a  friend  to  manufacturing 
establishments,  and  am  disposed  to  afford  to  that 
interest  every  aid  and  encouragement  that  can  be 
given,  consistently  with  due  r^^ard  to  the  other 
great  interests  of  the  country.  The  other  day  I 
gave  my  vote  freely  and  satisfactorily  in  favor  of 
clothing  the  army  with  our  own  manufactures, 
w^ithout  restriction  as  to  price;  but,  at  a  time  of  gen- 
eral depression,  I  cannot  consent  to  build  up  any 
one  interest  of  the  country  upon  the  rums  of 
another. 

If  higher  duties  are  necessary  for  the  protection 
of  our  domestic  manufactures,  I  have  no  objection 
to  a  reasonable  increase  of  such  duties,  but  I  have 
always  considered  the  imposition  of  duties  upon 
a  minimum  price,  to  be  an  incorrect  way  of  as- 
sessing them ;  it  is  a  mode  which  has  not,  I  believe, 
ever  been  adopted  by  any  other  nation.  I  was 
therefore  induced  the  other  day  to  move  that  the 
proviso,  in  the  contemplated  tariff,  relatire  to 
coarse  cotton  ^oods,  be  stricken  out ;  not  however 
with  a  view  ol  lessening  the  duty  on  such  goods, 
but  for  the  purpose,  as  I  then  stated,  of  changing 
the  manner  of  assessing  that  duty  from  a  nominal 
to  an  actual  per  centage ;  and  whether  this  had 
been  fixed  at  50  or  150  per  cent.  I  shouid  not  have 
objected  to  it. 

I  am  unwilling  to  believe  that  the  framers  of 
this  bill  are  so  unfriendly  to  commerce  as  its  pro- 
visions seem  to  indicate ;  and  if,  under  an  impres- 
sion that  we  yet  have  too  much  commerce  and  too 
much  navigation,  the^  think  that  a  further  reduc- 
tion would  be  beneficial,  I  ask  them  to  look  at  the 
Treasury  report  of  the  district  tonnage  for  the  last 
year,  and  see  if  the  reduction  there  euiibited  is  not 
sufficiently  rapid,  either  for  public  or  private  good. 
That  report  will  show  a  reduction  of  over  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  tonnage  of  the  United  States, 
employed  in  foreign  trade,  within  a  year ;  and  the 
report  of  next  year  will,  I  apprehend^  show  a  still 
farther  reduction ;  if  it  does  not,  it  will  be  because 
we  can  neither  sell  nor  give  away  our  ships.  In 
consequence  of  this  reduced  and  depressed  state  of 
our  foreign  trade,  the  wages  of  our  seamen  have 
declined  to  one  half  what  they  were  a  year  or  two 
since ;  and  should  this  and  the  tariff  bill  pain,  they 
must  decline  still  further;  and  shall  we,  Mr*  (Chair- 


man, deprive  of  their  daily  bread,  shall  we  drive  to 
our  poor-houses  those  brave  men  whose  recent  and 
I  may  add  renowned  achievements  have  given 
such  imperishable  fame  to  our  country?  I  hope 
not. 

Sir,  we  are  now  called  upon  to  decide  whether 
we  will,  at  this  moment  of  general  depression  and 
distress,  abandon  a  system  which  has  been  in  suc- 
cessful operation  for  more  than  thirty  years ;  a  sys- 
tem which  has  been  productive  of  immense  wealth 
to  the  nation,  and  been  universally  acquiesced  in 
until  this  time,  and  adopt  a  new  one  of  untried  ope- 
ration and  effect,  one  which  imposes  such  condi- 
tions as  are  not  imposed  by  any  other  commercial 
nation,  and  such  as  ought  not  to  be  imposed  by 
thb,  unless  we  are  disposed  to  aid  the  nations  of 
Europe  to  build  up  their  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion, upon  the  downfall  of  our  own. 

The  passage  of  this  bill  will  make  the  foreign 
trade  or  the  country  a  monopoly  in  the  hands  of 
the  capitalbts  and  toreign  agents,  will  injure  if  not 
ruin  ail  the  young  and  enterprising  merchants  of 
moderate  property,  will  enhance  the  price  of  for- 
eign articles  to  tne  consumer,  not  only  by  lessen- 
ing the  importations,  but  by  placing  them  in  the 
hands  of  capitalists  who  can  and  who  will  hold 
them  for  high  prices,  will  have  a  tendency  to  lessen 
the  price  of  our  own  products  by  lessening  the 
number  of  purchasers  lor  exportation,  wiU  lessen 
the  revenue  at  ieast  for  several  years  to  come ;  and 
what  is  worse  tnan  this,  it  would  be  productive  of 
smuggling  and  other  fraudulent  practices,  the  temp- 
tations to  which  ought  to  be  more  cautiously  avoid- 
ed in  this  country  than  in  any  other,  because  our 
extensive  seacoast  and  innumerable  rivers,  bays, 
and  creeks,  afford  greater  facilities  for  these  prac- 
tices than  are  found  in  any  other  country. 

Engaged  as  I  am  in  commercial  pursuits,  it 
may,  and  probably  will,  be  supposed  that  I  am 
induced  by  motives  of  self-interest  to  oppose  the 
passage  of  this  bill ;  for  the  purpose,  therefore,  of 
preventing  the  effect  of  such  a  supposition,  I  as- 
sure the  Uommittee  that,  as  an  individual,  I  feel 
rather  indifferent  than  hostile  to  the  provisions  of 
the  bill.  My  own  private  interest  would,  I  think, 
be  rather  benefited  than  injured  by  the  passage 
of  it ;  but  knowing  as  I  think  I  do  that  it  will  be 
productire  of  much  public  as  well  as  private  inju- 
ry, and  that  the  present  state  of  commerce  will  not 
bnr  it,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  oppose  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  neard  much  about  the 
« balance  of  tracle,"  which  is  said  to  have  been 
very  much  against  this  country  for  a  number  of 
years  past ;  and  gentlemen  seem  to  have  made  up 
their  opinions  on  this  subject  from  the  custom- 
house returns  of  imports  and  exports,  and  to  have 
concluded  that  the  excess  of  the  latter  over  the 
former,  proves  a  balance  to  this  amount  against 
us.  In  the  first  place,  these  returns  are  very  im- 
perfect, and,  if  they  were  otherwise,  would  not 
(as  they  are  now  made)  afford  a  correct  means 
whereby  to  ascertain  the  balance  of  trade  of  this 
country ;  these  returns  might  guide  us  to  a  tolerar 
bly  correct  conclusion,  if  our  exports  were  sold  and 
our  imports  purchased  on  our  own  shores.  But 
these  alone,  however  correctly  made,  are  not  suffi- 


1995 


HISTORY  OF  00NGUE88. 


1996 


H.  OF  R. 


Remritm  of  the  Toenff, 


Apbiu  isei. 


eieat  for  a  commercial  nation.  We  are  the  cfur- 
liers  of  the  greater  part  of  our  own  exports  and 
iny^orts;  thmfore,  all  the  adrantage  of  freight 
and  profit  (when  there  is  any)  is  to  be  bronght 
into  the  calculation.  Until  tne  late  embarrass- 
ments  of  commerce  we  had  upwards  of  eight  bun- 
dled tons  of  fihippiaff  emj^oyed  in  the  foreign 
trade ;  the  freight  of  which  tonna^  alone,  at  twen- 
ty-fire dollars  per  annum,  (whidi  is  the  lowest 
priee  at  which^  in  ordisaiy  times^  the  tessels  can 
be  supported,)  would  amount  to  twenty  millions  of 
dollars,  and  would  pay  that  apparent  faalanee  of 
tiade  against  us  $  and  I  will  enueaTor  toshow  that 
theimp<»rts  may  exceed  the  exports,  evenmncfa 
beyond  this,  without  cheating  a  balance  agamiBt 
us.  To  illuistrate  this,  let  us  suppose  the  ameont 
of  exports  for  the  present  j^  to  be  one  hundred 
miUions  of  dollars,  which,  in  consequenee  of  bad 
rautets  abroad,  pK>d«ce8  only  euhty  anlHoas,  and 
that  this  eighty  miUioBs,  inTestea  abroad  in  fof  eign 
artkks^  pi^uoes,  on  return  to  the  United  States, 
in  eoBsequoiee  of  other  bad  markets,  onlv  ab^ 
nulliotts;  This,  aecoi^ng  to  the  dieory  ot  some 
gentlemen^  would  be  a  very  profitaUe  trad^  be- 
enuae  the  imports,  according  to  the  eustom^houae 
retuma,  would  be  less  thtan  the  exports.  Bat,  I 
ask,  how  kmg  could  li'e  sustain  tsaek  a  profitable 
trade  as  this  ?  Why.  sir.  in  due  short  spaiee  of  two 
years  and  a  half  we  snould  sink  the  whole  amount 
of  our  annual  exports.  ^ 

Now,  let  us  further  suppose  the  same  amount  of 
one  hundred  millions  of  doOaars  to  he  expoarted  the 
next  year,  which,  owing  to  better  forei;^  maridets, 
produces  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions^  and 
that  one  hundred  millions  of  this  are  iuTested  in 
merchandise  and  twenty  millions  in  specie ;  and 
that  this  one  hundred  inillione,  oh  return  to  this 
country,  in  consequence  of  move  fitvorable  mar- 
kets, is  worth  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions, 
which,  with  the  twenty  millions  in  specie,  wmiid 

give  us  one  hundred  and  forty  millions  for  the  one 
undred  millioi»  exported.  This,  acconLhl^  to  the 
same  theory,  would  oe  a  very  destructtre  business, 
beeauae,  according  to  the  custdm-houae  returns, 
(as  tiiese  returns  are  now  made,)  it  would  leare  a 
^^  balance  of  tmde''  of  twenty  millions  against  ua; 
SKQd  if  those  returns  ytete  made  to  indade  the  spe- 
cie, the  todance  would  appear  to  be  forty  melons 
against  us.  But  who,  I  ask,  do  we  owe  for  ^  ? 
Is  it  not  so  much  gained  by  domestic  indastry  and 
enterprise?  Most  assuredly  it  is.  And  this  is  such 
a  balance  of  trade  as  I  should  idways  be  wiliin|r 
to  be  eottcemed  in ;  and  I  am  in<^ed  to  think 
that  the  gentleman  from  Pamsylvaaia  (Mr.  Balu- 
win)  wcmld  hare  no  objection  to  a  share  of  it, 
the  custom-house  reports  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

The  aecouBls  of  the  Treasury  Departmsent  show 
that  the  exchange  has  been,  almost  universdly,  in 
fuTor  of  this  country  for  the  last  twenty  years,  and 
that  a  large  gain  has  been  realized  on  the  public 
rcanittanees  to  Eun^  witlun  that  time;  and  this 
akme  is  sufilcient  to  refute  the  doctrine  which  has 
been  adraneed  by  some  gentlemen  on  this  subject. 
The  East  India  trade  has  also  been  radken  of, 
and  by  some  gentlemen  who  are  not  perfectly  ac- 1 


quainted  with  it.    They  seem  to  tliiiik  tha!  tie 
importations  from  thence  are  principsily  msai- 
foetured  articles,  which  is  not  lh»  case.     li'stnL 
that  large  importations  of  coarse  cottoas  weeibr- 
merly  made;  but  tibe  present  dutj  fans  opened  15 
a  prohibitory  one  upcm  that  artiele  for  hoflKeaa- 
sumplion, and  the tery  smaUparcels  lint  aicKt 
brought  are  for  eX|X)rtation.    There  have  been  )i!|e 
importations  of  silk  goods  from  Ghina,  and  sok 
nankeens  are  yet  brought  frooa  the&ee;  «id  thee 
may  be  said  to  be  sJmost  the  only  Biaaafoetanri 
articles  now  imported  fieom  beyond  the  Cajie  c: 
Good  Hope.    Our  cargoes  from  ifaence  me  pnad- 
pally  of  sugar,  coffee,  tea,  peppec,  amd  other  ^wsi 
A  year  or  two  teat,  mw  cotton  wns  bncgkt  fttm. 
thence  for  the  JSuropean  markets ;  hat  J  pnswmt 
there  Was  not  a  single  bale  isn^ported  ^iistfem. 
Theae  articles  are  paid  for  ehieiy,  Aao^  not 
entirely,  with  specie.    Some  invesmienli  made  in 
Bengal,  Java,  and  China,  are  paid  fai  ia  skins, 
copper,  sandal  wood,  and  other  artidBi  hon  ik 
Pauaific  ocean ;  in  wines  and  other  liqoan*,  faak- 
silyer^  opium,  and  other  articles  fnmi  this  uA 
other  oountries ;  and  by  drafis  an  Bnrope  nA  tbe 
United  States.    And  of  the  ^peeie  ammdiytfai 
to  India  and  Ginna,  U  may  be  estimnted  Aateae- 
third  to  two^ftlths  of  it  is  pfoecned  in  and  slupped 
from  Earopek    And »o  inoaasideimhle  jpottkncf 
this  specie  is  raised  from  the  proceeds  of  our  oa& 
products  which  are  shipped  to  Ktirope  for  that 
purpose.    And  it  may  be  added  dnut  a  pait-^ 
a  tetj  considerable  part,  too-*of  the  specie  ^ 
ped  from  the  United  States,  is  imp^M  tpeekif 
for  that  purpose. 

I  believe  raait  the  annual  sales  of  LodiaaBdCte 
goods  in  Europe  uaually  exceed  the  nmmH  of 
specie  taken  from  this  country,  and  scnqfBiiBGCi' 
ceed  the  whole  amount  tiken  by  oar  Tesa^fraai 
Europe  to  this  country.    A  part  of  fhe^e  goo^ 
whicn  are  sold  in  Europe  are  taken  direedy  tkic 
fhnn  India  and  China,  but  the  larger  part  are  Ir5t 
broij^^to  this  country,  and  such  as  uenotMsW 
in  our  maikets  ate  subsequently  shkppei  a>  Sb- 
TOpe^    So  that  tills  trade  is  neitner  sodbnetife 
or  inimdous  as  some  gentlemen  seem  t9iaMff»\ 
if  it  were,  it  must  and  would  have  tenuBaSedloag 
since. 

But  for  this  trade,  we  should  have  hid  to  pay 
much  higher  prices  n»'  sugar,  coffee^  tea^  aad  mar 
ny  0ther  artietes  of  common  consianpiiea  m  tbis 
country. 

This  trade  produces  a  Urge  retrenne  totheGoi^ 
emment ;  it  employs  from  three  to  fonr  thoin»I 
seamen;  is  the  oest  nuraery  for  that  elasaof  aa^ 
and  the  ycry  best  one  for  officers  of  a&f  fanacb  c^ 
our  foreign  trade,  and  has  tended  more  thaatsT 
othear  branch  to  improre  the  structure  of  our  skips 
and  tlie  skill  of  our  naviafaxors. 

Altho^h  this  tn^like  eivery  other, »  depiessed 
at  this  time,  jet  it  is  more  safe  than  any  otha 
now  puraued  irom  the  United  States.  And  if  it  is 
wished  to  paralyzts  the  couameroe  and  eomimercia 
enterprise  of  the  country,  it  camnot  so  efieetoallf 
be  done  in  any  other  way  as  by  resMints  upon  tke 
India  trade. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  explained  naete  fuHf 
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mv  riews  in  relation  to  this  trade,  bot  I  find  my- 
self too  nnweil  to  proceed.  Before  I  resome  my 
seat,  howerer^  I  more  you,  sir,  to  strike  out  the 
first  section  or  the  hitl. 


Mr.  LowNOBs  also  assicned  the  reasons  wlnr  he 
also  was  opposed  to  the  bill,  and  particularly  to 
the  provisions  which  contemplate  restrictions  on 
the  Bast  Indta  trade. 

Mr.  Clat  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Bilsbeb  and 
Mr.  LowiTDBs,  and  urged  toe  adoption  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bin. 

Mr.  LowNDEB  again  spoke;  and  Mr.  Clat  re- 
joined. 

Mr.  Baluwim  was  speaking  eamestly^  in  support 
of  the  bill ;  when  an  alarm  of  fire,  m  the  city, 
induced  the  Committee  to  rise  (at  four  o'clock) 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


ToBBBAY,  April  25. 

Mr.  Anmsrbon,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  reftrred  the  bfll  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  additional 
land  offices  in  the  State  of  Alabama,"  reported 
the  same  with  amendments;  which  were  read, 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  amend- 
ments were  orderea  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  utpediency  of  imposing  a  dtity  on  plaster 
of  Paris  inkporled  from  certain  parts  of  tne  proyince 
of  New  Brunswick,  to  countervail  a  duty  lately 
imposed  by  the  legislature  of  that  province  on  that 
article  w^hen  exported  from  certam  other  parts  of 
the  same  ^ovince. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tyler,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  so  amending  the  law  establi^ng  a 
collection  district  at  Ricnmond^  in  the  State  of 
Virginia,  as  to  cause  said  district  to  include  all 
the  waters,  dc.,  from  the  mouth  of  Chicahomony 
river  up  to  the  mouth  of  Apomattox  river,  or  its 
junction  with  James  river. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit:  1.  <'An  act  granting  certain  privileges  to  the 
Ocean  Steamship  Company,  of  New  York;''  and 
2.  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Smytii ;" 
were  severally  read  twice  and  referred,  the  former 
to  the  Committee  of  Commerce,  and  the  latter  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  mad  Means. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^Ku  act  to 

Erovide  for  the  budding  an  addition  to  the  eustoifi- 
ouse  now  erecting  in  ^  city  of  New  Orleans, 
for  the  use  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States 
forthe  State  of  Louiaana,"was  read  the  first  time. 
The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Steele," 
was  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Comnuttee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions be  discharged  from  the  tother  consideration 
of  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '^An  act  au- 
thorizing the  settlement  of  the  accounts  between 
the  Unmd  States  and  Richard  O'Brien,  late  Ame- 
rican Consul  at  Algiers,"  and  that  it  be  refinrred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 


REVISION  OF  THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bills  concerning 
the  duties  on  imports  and  the  mode  of  their  collec-- 
tion. 

The  bill  now  under  consideration,  is  the  b31  re^ 
^ulating  the  pa3rment  of  duties  on  merchandise 
imported,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  question  immediatdy  before  the  House  be- 
ing on  Mr.  Silsbee's  motion  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Baldwih  resumed  and  concluded  the  speech 
which  he  yesterday  began,  in  support  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  me  bill. 

Mr.  JoBifSON,  of  Virginia,  followed  in  decided 
opposition  to  the  Inll. 

Mr.  WnrTHAN.  of  Massachusetts,  said,  he  was 
opposed  to  this  bill.  I  am  opposed,  said  ne,  to  the 
whole  of  this  grand  scheme  of  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures,  constituting,  as  their  chairman 
(Mr.  Baldwiiv)  has  declared,  a  great  system  for 
me  encouragement  of  national  industry.  That 
gentleman  has  distinctiy  announced  that  this,  to- 
gether with  the  tarifi*  bill,  now  laid  aside  for  die 
moment,  and  a  bill  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auc- 
tion, constitute  this  grand  system.  And,  sir,  ihey 
are  all  from  the  same  standmg  committee,  and  are 
all  referred  to  the  same  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  and  all  tend  manifestly  to  one  object,  as 
has  been  distinctly  avowed  by  the  gendeman  from 
Pennsylvania.  It  is,  indeed,  impossible  not  to  see 
that  the  ar^ments  which  will  apply  to  the  priu- 
cidle,  that  is,  to  the  main  scope  and  design  oi  one 
bill,  will  anply  equally  to  diat  of  the  other  twa  I 
shall  therefore  follow  the  gentleman  from  Pemi- 
sylrania,  and  consider  the  subject  at  larfte. 

It  is  not  a  litde  singular  that  we  should,  at  this 
period  of  our  Government,  for  the  first  time  have 
a  standing  Committee  on  Manufactures.  What 
originated  the  Government  of  the  United  States^ 
Was  it  constituted  with  a  view  to  manufactures? 
Is  diere  any  specific  delegation  of  power  in  our 
Constitation  tor  this  object?  Have  we  even  any 
direct  control  over  manufhcturing establishments? 
Can  we  lesislate  directly  in  regard  to  them?  Have 
not  the  indiTidual  States  exclusive  and  absolute 
control  over  every  establishment  of  this  kind  within 
its  own  limits  ?  Hitherto  we  conducted  the  affairs 
of  this  nation  with  some  view  to  the  original  de- 
sign of  this  Government.  We  have  been  content 
generally  to  do  that  which  we  were  distinctly  and 
explicitly  authorized  to  do,  viz.,  to  regulate  com- 
merce—external commerce  and  commerce  between 
the  States.  This  was  the  primtm  mobUe  whieh 
pushed  the  Constitution  into  existence ;  and,  whfle 
we  have  been  content  to  pursue  this  object,  the 
efliects  have  been  singularly  fortunate. 

If  we  look  back  to  the  period  anterior  to  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  contrast  it  with 
that  which  has  succeeded  it,  shall  we  find  that 
there  ever  was  an  instance  of  any  thin^  like  this 
contrast  in  any  period  or  in  any  nation  in  the 
world  besides?  From  the  most  abject  natioud 
poverty  and  distiess ;  from  a  total  inability  to  pay 
any  portion  of  a  Revolutionary  debt— the  price  of 
our  independence— H>f  one  hundred  and  tnirty  or 
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one  hundred  and  forty  millions  of  dollars ;  with  a 
scarcity  of  circulating  medium^  which  rendered  it 
impossible  for  the  citizens  in  our  States  to  pay 
eyen  the  paltry  taxes  levied  upon  them  for  the 
support  ot  the  State  governments,  and,  in  some 
instances,  insurrections  existing  on  account  of  it ; 
from  this  miserable  and  degraded  condition  we 
have,  by  the  mere  force  of  commercial  regulations, 
Authorized  by  the  Constitution,  become  wealthy, 
powerful,  and  happy. 

From  commerce  we  hare  derived  nearly  all  the 
xevenue  for  our  ^reat  national  purposes.  In  the 
short  period  of  thirty  years,  we  have  derived  from 
it  ^318,731,161,  whicn  has  preserved  our  credit, 
And  enabled  us  to  pav  the  principal  and  interest  oi 
our  national  debt,  to  the  amount  of  $260,450,022  75. 
And  all  this  almost  without  beiug  perceptible  to 
the  people. 

Tne  mdividuals  of  the  community  have,  at  the 
same  time,  kept  pace  with  the  Government  in  the 
acquisition  of  wealth,  in  the  increase  of  agricul- 
ture, in  the  extension  of  our  settlements,  in  the  en- 
largement of  our  cities,  and  in  the  embellishment 
of  our  country.  / 

And  now  we  are  about  to  contemn  commerce, 
to  cripple  and  oppress  it,  and,  if  possible,  destroy 
it — and  for  whati  It  i.s  for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
a  premature  and  unnatural  growth  of  certain  large 
manufacturing  establishments. 

ly  sir,  am  in  favor  of  manufactures  to  a  reason- 
able extent,  and  would  go  any  legitimate  lengths 
for  their  encouragement.  But  I  would  not  sacri- 
fice other  great  and  leading  interests,  and  those 
especially  which  are,  by  the  Constitution)  confided 
to  our  guardianship  and  protection,  to  that  of  any 
other  interest  whatever.  "  Live  and  let  live,"  it 
has  been  well  remarked,  is  the  maxim  of  our  Gov- 
ernment. All  the  great  interests  are  to  be  equally 
protected  and  encouraged. 

Manufactures  must  and  will  flourish  in  New 
England,  when  they  will  flourish  any  where  in 
the  U  nion.  Our  habits  of  industry,  the  ruggedness 
of  our  soil,  the  severity  of  our  climate,  and  the 
compactness  of  our  population,  peculiarly  fit  us  for 
becoming  a  manufacturing  people. 

If  there  be  any  portion  of  industry  deserving  of 
encouragement,  it  is  that  employed  in  agriculture. 
It  is  that  which,  with  the  mechanic  arts  attached 
to  it,  and  growing  with  it,  insures  us  a  plenty  of 
the  necessaries  of  life,  and  without  which  we  can- 
not even  subsist.  It  will  secure  us  against  famine, 
and  prepare  us  to  encounter  the  severest  reverses 
of  fortune.  It  is  that  in  which  nine-tenths  of  the 
people  of  this  country  are  solely  interested.  What- 
ever, then,  will  subserre  the  purposes  of  this  great 
leading  interest,  must  not  be  neglected.  In  fact, 
every  other  interest  should  lean  towards  the  support 
of  tnis,  and  should  have  no  encouragement  wnat- 
eyer  when  it  has,  in  any  degree,  a  contrary  tendency. 
For  the  promotion  of  agriculture  and  the  ordi- 
nary mechanic  arts,  there  is  nothing  to  be  com- 
pared to  commerce.  The  life  of  these  depend  on 
nnding  a  market  for  their  surplus  products.  Com- 
merce furnishes  this  market.  The  great  manufac- 
turing scheme  can  never  do  it  to  an  extent  in  any 
degree  comparable. 


Our  great  seaports  are  wholly   dependent   i 
commerce ;  and  the  country  is  not  less  depett:-. 
on  seaports  to  furnish  a  ready  market.     Tbf  m  '■ 
chant  contributes  most  efifectually  to  genoii  m 
dustry,  and  the  activity  of  the   ciicuiatiiE  me- 
dium, and  to  the  life  and  spirit  of  businesL  He 
sets  to  work  more  mechanics   than   the  ir:^: 
manufacturer  ever  can.    He  has  in  his  traio  l..^ 
who  raise,  cut,  and  procure  the  Tirooden  materii.- 
for  building  his  ships;  his  ship    carpenters.  '^ 
blacksmiths,  his  ropemakers,  his  riggers,  ^iv^  cai&- 
ers  and  gravers,  his  sailors  and  laborers — a  tmn 
oftentimes  amounting  to  from  one  hundred  to  c<w 
thousand  men,  constantly  employed  at  verr  ad- 
vantageous rates.    All  these  are  furnished  "^'ii^ 
and  consume  the  agricultural  products,    he^i^ 
all  this,  the  exports  to  foreign  councriesy  anouaii/, 
of  agricultural  products,  b  very  J^i^    For  the 
last  year,  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  D^eember  last, 
the  authentic  documents  from  the  Treasury  show 
the  amount  to  have  been  over  $46,000,000.'  These 
exports  cannot  be  made  unless  vre  caa  imporx  ^t 
the  same  time,  and  we  cannot  import  if  duties  uc 
so  high  that  we  cannot  sell  but  at  a  loss.    iSo  oi- 
tion  will  take  our  products  without  we  will  uke 
theirs  in  return. 

If  this  anti-commercial  project  should  sacceec 
the  agriculturist  is  to  have,  here  and  there,  a  br^ 
manufacturing  establishment,  which,  at  its  ovn 
price,  will  take  from  him,  possibly,  a  quarter  pu; 
as  much  as  those  depending  on  a  single  mociunt. 
and  without  any  chance  for  the  ezportatioo  of  the 
residue,  or  of  that  which  would  otherwise  be  a- 
ported.  Thus  it  is  that  this  scheme  is  eatirdy  ^ 
ruin  one  class  of  men  and  impoverish  aaoiker  of 
infinitely  more  importance  than  all  others  la  tiie 
nation. 

Who  are  these  manufacturers  that  are  so  clamr 
orous  for  protection '?  Not  those  now  establbibcfl 
and  doing  well;  thev  are  silent.  Nor  the  IB^ 
chanics,  viz.,  the  blacKsmiths,  the  shoennkfrs^  the 
tailors,  the  shipwrights,  the  joiners,  the  msoas, 
the  tanners,  d&c.,  dec.,  that  have  growa  with  the 
growth  of  commerce  and  agriciuuve.  The  in- 
terests of  these  are  to  be  sacrificed. 

The  number  that  palls  for  this  aerifi^  of  com- 
merce is  comparatively  small ;  thev  axe  \mX  \\ke 
dust  in  the  balance.  And  what  do  they  ttquiteof 
us?  It  is,  that  we  should  consent  to  pay  froc 
one-fifth  to  one-third  more  for  many  of  the  gra: 
necessaries  of  life  than  we  otherwise  should,  aad. 
at  the  same  time,  to  depress  the  price  of  labor  s£^ 
of  the  native  products  of  our  country,  exdasivdf. 
for  their  benefit  Do  not  our  people  undeistud  ibat 
this  is  to  render  one  portion,  and  a  thousaikdumei 
the  largest  portion  of  our  people,  tributary  to  th« 
other? 

I  had  believed  that  every  country,  undetstaao- 
ing  its  true  interests,  had  considered  it  most  l.-: 
the  interest  of  the  citizens  generally,  that  lab' 
should  have  a  destination  to  that  species  of  en- 
ploy  ment  which  is  naturally  the  most  producuT- 
if  any  one  species  of  industry  needs  a  contnU- 
tion,  and,  in  that  way,  a  subduction  from  that  c 
another,  or  of  all  others,  it  is  very  clear  that  it :; 
excepting  in  a  few  instances,  unworthy  of  cl- 
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couragement ;  and  that  those  engaged  in  it  should 
be  left  to  change  their  occupations. 

It  is  certainly  not  for  the  interest  of  this  nation 
to  make  any  one  class  of  men  a  privileged  order, 
and  allow  them  to  live  by  extracting  assistance 
from  the  hard  earnings  of  others.  There  may  be 
a  description  of  manufactures,  which  it  may  be 
necessary  we  should,  at  all  events,  manufacture. 
They  are  those  which  cannot  be  procured  in  a 
time  of  peace,  preparatory  to  a  time  of  war,  if  any 
such  there  be.  Fire-arms  and  implements  of  war 
have  been  considered  as  of  this  description.  We, 
therefore,  manufacture  our  small  arms  at  an  ex- 
pense, perhaps,  double  of  that  at  which  we  could 
import  them.  There  may  be  other  descriptions  of 
manufactures  which  it  may  be  wise  and  politic  to 
encourage  by  bounties,  or,  which  is  the  same  thing, 
by  laying  high  duties  on  the  imported  article. 
They  are  such  as  we  cannot,  at  once,  carry  on  for 
want  of  competent  skill,  and  which,  with  a  little 
encouragement,  we  would,  in  a  short  time,  ac- 
quire. A  temporary  encouragement  in  such  cases 
would  be  wise.  But  it  can  never  be  wise  to  force 
the  growth  of  manufactures  that  will  always  re- 
quire extraordinary  aid  to  keep  them  in  operation, 
and  which  are  not  essential  to  our  defence  in  time 
of  war.  The  labor  employed  in  such  manufacto- 
ries would  be  more  productiye  if  employed  else- 
where ;  and  we  have  no  interest  in  diverting  the 
natural  and  most  productive  course  of  industry  to 
that  which  is  les^so. 

Whatever  is  reasonable  and  politic  I  am  willing 
to  do  in  aid  of  manufactures.  Yet,  I  have  no  de- 
sire to  see  the  energies  of  this  Government  wielded 
solely  in  aid  of  great  manufacturing  establish- 
ments. I  have  no  desire  to  see  that  kind  of  en- 
couragement given  here,  at  presenL  which  is  given 
in  Europe.  There  is  no  reason  for  it.  The  dif- 
ferent situations  of  two  countries  demand  a  dif- 
ferent course  of  policy.  England,  which  we  are 
so  triumphantly  called  upon  to  imitate,  furnishes 
no  similitude  in  this  particular ;  she  has  a  popula- 
tion which  is  her  strength,  and  with  which  she 
cannot  part  but  with  her  existence,  and  which 
cannot  be  there  employed  in  agriculture.  Hence 
she  is  under  the  necessity  of  giving  extraordinary 
encouragement  to  manutactures,  in  order  to  retain 
her  people,  constituting  her  physical  strength,  at 
home.  Had  she  uncultivated  lands  without  limit, 
and  of  the  most  extraordinary  fertility,  can  we 
believe  that  she  would,  or  that  it  would  be  wise 
for  her,  to  afford  theie  extraordinary  encourage- 
ments to  large  manufacturiiup  establishments  ? 

Great  manufacturing  establishments  are  not  de- 
sirable in  our  country.  They  woidd  have  an  in- 
fluence over  the  people  that  is  to  be  dreaded,  espe- 
cially in  a  country  like  ours.  Ours  is  a  Grovern- 
ment  of  sentiment.  Whatever  the  people  loiU^  at 
any  particular  moment,  must  be  done.  These 
^reat  manufacturing  establishments  have  but  one 
interest.  It  is  an  interest  adverse  to  commerce, 
and  oppressive  to  agriculture.  The  owners  of 
these  establishments  can  instantly  unite,  and  will 
unite,  from  one  extreme  of  the  country  to  the 
other  to  accomplish  any  favorite  purpose;  and 
even  in  monarchies,  in  strong  Governments,  we 


have  seen  that  they  are  with  difficulty  kept  from 
an  undue  influence. 

In  this  country  we  have  a  specimen,  even  now, 
in  their  infancy,  of  what  they  can  do  here.  An 
association  in  Philadelphia,  calling  itself  a  Soci-^ 
ety  for  the  Promotion  of  National  Industry,  has* 
its  branches  in  every  part  of  the  Union,  with 
which  it  corresponds,  and  which  it  directs,  and 
instigates,  and  sets  in  motion,  by  the  means  of 
pamphlets  and  newspaper  essays.  Its  inflamma- 
tory and  unfounded  statements  have  pervaded 
every  part  of  the  Union.  Each  member  of  the 
present  Congress  has  been  favored  with  enough  to 
make  two  Targe  volumes  at  least.  And  these 
have,  for  a  moment,  deluded  the  people,  and  made 
them  believe  it  is  wise  to  annihilate  commerce,  in 
order  to  build  up  great  manufactories.  "If  they 
can  do  this  in  the  gristle,  what  will  they  do  in  the 
bone?"  The  more  you  grant,  the  more  they  will 
require.  Avarice  is  never  satisfied.  If  you  yield 
to  them  now,  it  will  but  furnish  motives  to  come 
again. 

After  destroying  commerce,  you  must  resort  to 
direct  taxation.  But  you  must  not  tax  the  great 
manufacturer.  This  would  be  against  the  en- 
couragement of  national  industry.  The  farmer 
and  the  common  mechanic  must  defray  all  charges. 
Your  twenty  millions  of  dollars  annually  must  be 
levied  on  agriculture  or  agricultural  products.  If 
we  should  yield  any  thing  like  what  is  so  much 
desired;  if  we  should  plant  large  manufacturing 
establishments  all  over  our  country,  and  assimilate 
our  policy  to  that  of  England,  we  shall  find  out, 
when  it  is  too  late,  that  we  have  reared,  in  a  hot- 
bed, an  engine  that  can  and  will  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  us,  and  will  be  wielded  in  a  way  that 
we  do  not  dream  of.  This  wide-spread  combina- 
tion, guided  by  the  dictates  of  a  common  interest, 
will  do  as  they  have  done — theyr  will  move  heaven 
and  earth  to  accomplish  their  designs.  I  beg 
leave  to  quote  a  book  which  has  been  written  by 
one  of  the  most  ingenious  and  critical  observers 
of  men  and  things  in  his  own,  or,  perhaps,  in  any 
other  country.  Speaking  of  the  manufacturers  in 
England,  he  says:  "  They  are  aware  of  their  own 
<  numbers.  The  moral  feeling  which,  in  the  peas- 
'  ant,  is  only  blunted,  is,  in  these  men,  debauched. 
'  A  manufacturing  population  is  always  ripe  for 
'  rioting.  The  direction  which  it  may  take  is  ac- 
'  cideatal.  In  1780  it  was  against  the  Catholics; 
^  in  1790,  against  the  Dissenters.  Governments 
'  who  found  their  prosperity  upon  manufactures 
'  sleep  upon  gunpowder." 

It  has  been  remarked  by  the  honorable  Speaker, 
that  "  merchants  have  been  the  pet  of  this  coun- 
try." It  is  true  that  we  have  done  much  in  rela- 
tion to  them ;  but,  sir,  we  have  only  done  what 
the  Constitution  required.  But  have  we  not  de- 
rived from  this  pet  ample  remuneration  for  all  our 
care  and  pains  f  From  what  other  class  of  citi- 
zens could  we  have  derived  three  hundred  and 
eighteen  millions  of  revenue  in  the  short  space  of 
thirty  years ?  Would  the  manufacturers  have  con- 
sented to  have  been  thus  exclusively  taxed  ?  Could 
we  even  have  derived  such  a  revenue  from  the 
agriculturists,  numerous  as  that  body  is  ?    But  it 
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will  be  said  that  the  consumer  pays  this  tax.  That 
is  true,  and  the  same  would  be  the  case  if  it  were 
assessed  upon  manufacturers.  They  most  sell 
proportionably  higher,  according  to  the  tax  levied; 
and  the  farmer  must,  in  order  to  derive  the  regu- 
lar profit  from  his  land  and  labor,  in  case  he  is 
taxed,  add  to  his  products  in  proportion  to  the  tax. 
In  relation  to  either  of  these  three  classes,  in  pro- 
portion as  you  tax  them,  you  deprive  th^m  of 
ability  to  make  a  pofit.  If  vou  tax  the  products  of 
the  merchant  hirh,  his  ability  to  grow  rich  is 
diminished  also ;  because  the  articles  taxed  must 
become  dearer,  and  deamess  diminishes  consump- 
tion. The  same  is  the  case  with  all  other  classes. 
If  you  require  ffigh  taxes  of  the  farmer,  his  pro- 
ducts must  become  proportionably  dear,  and  no 
more  will  be  consumed  than  is  aosoluteiy  neces- 
sary for  sustenance,  and  none  will  be  exported. 
The  farmer,  indeed,  has  the  advantage  of  the  other 
classes.  What  he  raises  consists  almost  wnolly 
of  the  necessaries  of  life^  and  must  be  had  to  a 
certain  extent,  be  the  prices  what  they  may.  It 
is  otherwise  with  the  products  of  the  merchant. 
They  are  almost  wholly  of  articles  which  people 
can  subMst  without.  High  taxes  upon  him,  there- 
fore, are  more  certain  to  work  his  ruin.  Yet  al- 
most all  our  revenue  has  been  derived  from  the 
products  of  the  merchant ;  and  it  bus  been  derived 
m  a  manner  that  nobody  complained  of,  in  a  form 
in  nowise  oppressive  or  burdensome ;  and,  indeed, 
almost  without  knowing  that  we  paid  any  tax 
at  all. 

In  levying  our  tax  unon  the  merchant,  we  have 
been  guided  by  scarcely  any  other  consideration 
than  that  of  deriving  from  him  the  most  we  could 
get.  We  have  asked  ourselves  but  this  question, 
^'How  much  would  the  article  bear  without 
amounting  to  a  prohibition,  and  without  furnish- 
ing such  an  inducement  to  smuggling  as  would  de- 
feat the  collection  of  the  tax  V^  And  by  this  rule, 
until  lately,  have  we  been  governed.  We  have 
had  experience  enough  of  the  inconveniences  of 
anv  other  mode  of  cmlecting  a  revenue.  We  have 
collected,  since  the  formation  of  the  Gorermnent, 
912,560,130  from  land  taxes,  and  but  ^1  J15,967 
from  excise.  Yet  the  difficulties  of  coUectitaff 
these  sums  have  been  eittremely  embarrassing  and 
perplexing.  The  collection  of  the  whole  #318,- 
731.161,  derived  from  imports,  has  be^  attc&ded 
witn  no  difficulties  or  perplexities  whatever  to  the 
public,  however  it  may  have  heett  to  the  importer, 
m  comparison  with  what  has  been  cxnenenced 
from  the  land  tax  alone.  Yet,  this  wild  scheme 
of  hi|^h  duties,  for  the  purpose  of  excluding  im- 
portations, will  inevitauy  drive  us  to  land  taxes 
and  to  excises. 

Trade  is  extremely  depressed,  as  well  as  every 
thing  else.  The  merchants  have  been  losing  con- 
tinually for  several  years.  The  changes  in  for- 
eign aflbirs  has  affected  them  extremdy;  and, 
tlffough  them,  all  the  other  classes  of  the  com- 
muni^.  It  certainly  does  not  become  us  now  to 
add  to  their  depression.  All  the  gentlemen  advo- 
cating this  manufacturing  scheme  have  spoken  of 
this  extreme  depressed  state  of  trade— of  the  nu- 
merous failures  and  distresses  among  the  mer- 


chants, and  some  of  them,  I  am  sorry  to  sa^ 
with  seeming  delight.  We  ^onid  have  fsp^^ 
rather  that  sometning  would  have  been  docf  i* 
their  relief;  that  their  sufferings  -would  fawn*  he 
commiserated ;  and  least  of  ul  should  mapKi 
that  the  manufacturers  would  pounce  npa  tferis 
at  this  moment,  and  endeavor  to  compleieildr 
ruin.  It  savors  too  much  of  '^nrhat  we  loo  ^ 
quently  meet  with  in  commoa  life.  It  is  as  v 
saying  that,  "  when  a  man  gcscs  to  ^ag  d^v^ 
hill,  every  one  stands  ready  to  hit  hui  a  kki. 
We  have,  surely,  something  like  it  here. 

If  the  merchants  have  been  the  pet  of  tb 
country,  it  is  in  a  Way  that  no  other  das  ef  ts* 
community  would  like  to  be  its  pet  Whemsz: 
we  have  bad  occasion  to  coHeet  rtfCBve,  it  Ik 
been  from  the  merchant,  to  the  oinost  Ait  it 
could  bear.  Whenever  we  have  had  oeeasroo  m 
make  sacrifices,  it  has  been  of  the  laterest  of  the 
merchant.  Look  at  the  restridsve  sptem,  con- 
tinued from  1807  to  1818,  with  oeeuaail  u^er- 
missions.  Look  at  ^se  condition  of  tkeawrcVwit 
during  the  war.  The  merchftat  is  broo^t  v^  is 
such  a  manner  as  to  be  unfit  for  any  odur  caUs?. 
He  lays  himself  out  to  the  extent  of  his  auns  u 
vvharves,  stores,  shi^,  and  theh  cargoes.  Tte 
situated,  the  restrictive  system  was  enforced  wid 
the  utmost  rigor ;  and  the  merchant  wu  cxrr 
root  and  bram^ ;  and  not  only  his  persoDsI  tK- 
tions  were  at  a  stand,  but  his  propertf,  d  tk 
most  perishing  nature,  was  leftyjeveiywhm,  to  ti: 
upon  his  hands.  After  a  perseveiance  a  tk- 
course  of  policy  for  almost  ffre  yean,  a  war  wss 
declared,  the  disasters  of  which  Ml  almost  exck- 
sively  upon  the  merchant.  But  more  jtt:  tk 
Qovemment  has  not  only  in  this  way  mde  tbe 
merchants  a  pet,  as  the  honorable  Speaker  vculc 
have  it,  but,  after  spoliations  had  been  eotBmkVr: 
by  the  French,  to  the  amount  of  maay  aullics^ 
the  Government  relinquished  the  whote^  iafv\ 
payment  for  Louisiana ;  not  a  dtMu  otwiueh. 
notwithstanding  the  numerous  petitioiis  ^tktre 
been  presented,  has  ever  been  paid  to  At  mer- 
chant.  And,  again,  the  sp<rfiatioas  whi^  were 
committed  by  Spain^  amountinff,  as  is  supposed, 
to  at  least  fifteen  millions,  hasleename&iobe 
relinquished  for  the  Florists;  fitev^VoosaknK 
of  the  consideration  for  which,  di4  we  agree  t. 
pay  over  to  the  individual  sufiTereis. 

And  now,  after  sufiering  every  disaster.  a»c 
bearing  every  burden,  and  aAer  svch  a  chaor  "^ 
the  afl&irs  of  the  wond,  as  has  snhrerted  theti-i- 
mer  calculations  of  ma^ehants,  and  ovenrMnied 
them  in  a  wide-spread  rum,  you  will  noir,  I  ap- 
pose, by  way  of  continuing  them  to  be  T«n  ^- 
superaad  insufferable  duties,  and  instant  cash  pey- 
ments. 

The  credit  heretofore  extended  to  them  for  ii^ 
ties,  is  complained  of  as  a  favor.  Ton  fir<:  ^ 
Quired  of  them,  almost  exclusively,  to  sukmii ' 
be  taxed  for  the  entire  support  of  QoTemmeBt-^ 
tax  as  heavy  as  it  was  in  any  degree  pnictio^- 
to  collect  ot  them,  and  now  com|4aun  that  c  • 
were  allowed  any  time  to  pay  it;  aad  now«*- 
exact  cash  payments,  excepting  on  a  lew  artf>- 
on  which  you  graciously  condemnd  to  give  a  ttt 
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short  credit.  Yon.  will  now  assail  the  merchant 
just  at  a  tune  when  he  can  scarcely  keep  his  head 
above  water,  by  adding  new  burdens,  and  de- 
manding payment  in  cash,  instantly.  When  the 
credit  system  was  formed,  it  was  predicated  upon 
an  idea  that  it  would  enanle  the  merchant  to  pay 
more,  and  the  amount  leyied  was  proportionably 
increased.  The  honorable  Sneaker  says,  that  the 
merchants  alone  have  reaped  the  benefit  of  this 
credit.  This  is  a  mistake.  The  merchants,  hav- 
ing a  credit  from  Government  for  the  duties,  have, 
not  only  for  the  duties,  but  for  the  whole  amount 
of  the  articles,  given  an  equally  extended  credit 
to  the  retailer,  and  the  retailer,  in  his  turn,  to  the 
consumer.  AH  classes,  therefore,  have  reaped  the 
advantage^  and  equally,  too,  with  the  merchant. 
I  know  this  to  have  been  the  case  in  the  town  in 
which  the  honorable  Speaker  lives.  I  once  spent 
some  time  there ;  and  the  traders  there  purchased 
large  quantities  of  goods,  and  broi^ht  them  there 
from  Philadelphia,  wholly  on  credit. 

It  is  of  DO  mconsideraUe  importance  for  us  to 
maintain  aome  degree  of  steadiness  in  our  com- 
mercial regulations.  An  old  regulation  to  which 
we  are  acetsstemedj  i^  oftentimes,  much  better 
than  a  novd  regrdation,  however  good  it  may  be, 
to  which  we  mive  not  been  accustomed.  The 
present  system  of  givinj^  credit  has  been  practised 
upon  for  thirty  years:  it  is  m^  understood;  all 
the  arrangements  of  the  merchants  are  adanted  to 
it.  The  proposed  regulation,  in  this  point  ot  view, 
if  it  were  a  good  one,  which  it  is  far  from  being, 
is  extremely  odious. 

But  genttemen  have  undertaken  to  assert  that 
commerce  is  wholly  cut  up ;  and  allege  that  we 
must  not  look  to  it  any  longer  as  a  source  of  em- 
ployment, and  as  affording  a  system  of  revenue. 
One  gen^eman  (Mr.  Stokrs)  has  called  it  a  rot- 
ten system.  We  have  here  a  prediction.  I  sup- 
pose, the  fulfilment  of  which  the  proposcn  course 
of  measures  is  intended  to  secure.  Some  men  will 
predict  evil,  and  are  so  anxious  to  justify  their  pre- 
tensions to  the  gift  of  prophecy  that  they  use  tneir 
end^vors  to  verify  the  pmiction.  But  I  trust  the 
people  will  consider,  whatever  gentiemen  here  may 
do,  that  what  has  taken  place  will  afford  no  war- 
rant for  "dieir  predictions. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treaisury  has  calculated  on 
sixteen  millions  of  revenue  firom  eonmierce  alone 
for  the  year  to  come ;  and  his  emctations  will  be 
realized  if  gentlemen  here,  by  their  mad  projects, 
in  order  to  secure  the  fulfilment  of  their  predic- 
tions, should  not  succeed  in  their  schemes.  A  com- 
merce which  will  secure  sixteen  mttUons  of  reve- 
nue, is  not  to  be  despised  by  the  Government  of 
this  or  any  other  country. 

Gentlemen  have  indulged  themselves  in  many 
philippics  against  the  India  trade.  Ignorance  is 
often  full  of  evil  surmises.  It  is  said  it  drains  tltt 
country  of  specie.  True  it  is,  that  much  specie  b 
employed  in  this  trade ;  but  we  do  not  so  distinct- 
ly see  how  much  specie  this  trade  ultimately  re- 
stores to  us.  One  thing  we  know ;  and  that  is,  that 
the  India  merchants  have  accumulated  immense 
capitals,  and  have  seldom  or  never  failed  in  busi- 
ness ;  and  whenever  they  choose  to  retire  from  bu- 


siness, have  the  largest  command  of  specie  of  any 
description  of  mercnants.  If  we  unaerstood  the 
nature  of  the  India  trade,  we  should  not,  except  in 
hostility  to  merchants  and  commerce  generally, 
cry  out  against  it.  There  is  no  branch  of  traae 
that  ever  has  enriched  the  country  like  the  influx 
of  this  wealth  of  the  Indies ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
no  branch  of  trade  that  has  ever  paid  a  higher 
revenue  to  Government.  These  are  certainly  very 
desirable  objects. 

The  course  of  the  India  trade  is  misconceived. 
Gentlemen  merely  know  that  immediately  after 
the  war  five  or  six  millions  of  specie  were  exported, 
to  be  employed  in  the  India  trade,  and  they  do  not 
see  in  what  way  this  is  ever  to  return.  Thrr  do  not 
consider  that  tnis  was  the  capital  of  the  Inaia  mer- 
chants, which  they  had  before  emi^oyed  in  this 
very  trade,  and  which  had,  in  consequence  of  tlve 
restrictive  system  and  war,  been  accumulating  on 
their  hands  m  this  country  for  seven  or  ei^t  years ; 
and  that,  as  soon  as  the  vrar  was  over,  and  the 
freedom  of  trade  restored,  they  re-employed  their 
capital  as  before.  If  their  business  were  again  to 
meet  with  a  similar  check,  their  specie  would  again 
resume  its  inaetivity,  and  be  found  to  have  aug- 
mented very  considerably  during  the  time  it  had 
been  emj^oyed.  While  inactive,  it  would  be  in 
the  country,  and  would  gratify  the  eye  of  a  miser, 
but  it  would  be  making  no  augmentations.  Like 
eVeiry  other  species  of  capital,  it  must  be  employed, 
in  order  to  be  productive. 

The  India  trade  is  carried  on  in  various  ways. 
No  inconsiderable  portion  of  onr  large  ships,  wiUi 
comparatively  no  specie,  and  with  an  eqwpment 
consisting  of  gewgaws  and  trinkets,  visit  the  North- 
west coast  of  America,  and  there  traffic  with  the 
natives,  and  furnish  themselves  with  peltries  and 
things  valiuible  in  China,  to  which  they  proceed, 
and  ultimately  bring  home  large  cargoes  of  teas, 
spices,  sugars,  coffee,  &c.  Others  carry  out  cargoes 
to  Europe,  and  there  lade  with  European  products, 
and  proceed  from  thence  to  India.  iSut  some  carry 
out  specie  almost  entirely,  direct  to  India,  and 
return  with  cargoes.  But  gentlemen  do  not  un- 
derstand that  to;  greater  part  of  these  India  car- 
goes are  not  sold  m  the  United  States,  but  they 
are  reshipped  to  various  quarters  of  the  giobe.  Not 
probably  more  than  one-third  of  all  that  is  import- 
ed from  India  has  been  consumed  in  the  United 
States,  and  that  third  at  least  has  been  the  earn- 
ings of  tiie  ships  and  capital  employed.  The 
amount  of  capital  in  the  United  States  is  thereby 
ultimately  increased. 

A  trade  that  enriches  all  concerned  can  never 
be  a  bad  trade.  The  ship-builder,  the  iron  manu- 
fttcturer,  the  cordage-maker,  and  hemp-grower,  the 
producer  of  the  ship-timber,  the  sailmaker,  the 
mariner,  and  the  merchant,  are  all  enriched  b?  it* 
And  who  is  ii^ured  ?  Certainly  no  one.  The 
consumer  is  not  injured,  because  he  would  other- 
wise have  to  pay  dearer  for  the  same  articles.  If 
a  trade,  then,  wnich  injures  nobody,  and  benefits 
such  vast  numbers,  and  produces  such  a  vast  por- 
tion of  revenue  to  Government,  be  not  a  good  trade, 
I  know  not  what  is. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  no  man  is  wild  enough 
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to  deny  that  individual  wealth  is  public  wealth 
and  a  public  blessing :  that,  to  have  laree  capitals 
in  the  nands  of  individuals  is  to  make  the  country 
powerful ;  and  that  it  increases  its  resources  in 
time  of  danger. 

The  merchants  are  depended  upon  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, almost  exclusively,  in  time  of  distress,  for 
loans ;  and  none  have  loaned  more  than  have  the 
India  merchants.  The  town  in  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Silsbe£)  resides, 
affords  the  most  plenary  proof  of  the  advantages 
of  the  India  trade,  of  the  resources  it  produces,  and 
of  the  value  of  these  resources  to  Government. 
That  town  has  been  more  engaged  than  any  other 
of  its  size  in  this  trade.  The  consequence  is,  that 
it  has  the  most  wealth,  according  to  its  population, 
of  any  in  the  United  States ;  and  in  the  same  pro- 
portion has  it  afforded  its  aid  to  Government. 

There  is  one  part  of  the  scheme  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  that  I  would  assent  to.  If  the 
auction  sales  can  be  regulated  by  an  excise,  so  as 
to  prevent  frauds  and  impositions  upon  the  revenue, 
I  should  cheerfully  vote  for  it.  But  as  to  his  mad 
schemes  for  depressing  commerce,  and  ruining  the 
merchants,  and  burdening  agriculture,  I  can  but 
abhor  them.  He  says  these  schemes  have  not  come 
from  Pittsburg.  I  care  not  where  they  come  from. 
He  says,  too,  that  his  proposed  cash  payments  for 
duties  have  been  recommended  by  the  merchants. 
A  few  capitalists — men  desirous  of  engrossing  the 
whole  of  the  mercantile  business,  to  the  exclusion 
of  all  the  young,  the  active,  and  the  enterprising, 
who  depend  on  their  personal  resources  for  their 
success — ^men  who  are  base  enough  to  regard  noth- 
ing but  their  own  mercenary  views,  I  grant  him, 
have  recommended  his  scheme.  But  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Silsbeb,)  who  is 
in  a  situation  to  derive  as  much  benefit  from  cash 
payments  as  any  man  in  the  United  States,  has 
honestly  disclosed  what  will  be  the  effects  of  such 
a  system ;  and  every  honorable  merchant  will  tell 
you  the  same.  No  man  can  fail  to  see  the  effects 
of  this  scheme  who  will,  for  a  moment,  look  at  the 
subject.  I  had  supposed  it  to  be  the  policy  of 
every  Government,  and  especially  of  ours,  to  cher- 
ish enterprise,  to  encourage  the  active,  to  enable 
the  poor  to  become  rich,  and  not  guard  the  rich  so 
that  the  means  of  acquiring  wealth  should  be  ex- 
clusively with  them.  Have  we  not,  in  this  country, 
an  aversion  to  aristocracy  ?  And  yet,  here  is  to  be 
erected  a  moneyed  aristocracy — tne  worst  of  ail 
aristocracies. 

I  deprecate  this  monstrous  stride  in  favor  of 
manufactures  on  another  account.  If  I  know  my 
own  heart,  I  am  a  friend  to  the  reasonable  and 
healthful  growth  of  manufactures  in  our  country, 
but  not  that  bloated  growth  which  tends  to  apop- 
lexy. It  is  in  the  nature  of  all  extremes  to  vibrate. 
If  we  now  give  manufactures  a  premature  growth, 
the  wind  wul  change  and  they  will  beoverwnelmed 
in  utter  ruin.  We  are  now  running  into  one  ex- 
treme. The  people  of  the  country  will  understand, 
ere  long,  that  they  are  taxed,  and  taxed,  too,  not 
for  their  own  benefit^  but  for  the  benefit  of  a  priv- 
ileged class ',  that  their  earnings  are  taken  from  tnem 
and  given  to  the  manufacturer.    The  people  now, 


some  of  them  at  least,  are  deluded  ^ih  the  l 
that  it  is  a  fine  thing  to  have  our  manui-. 
among  ourselves.    But  they  'will  awake  f; 
dream,  when  they  not  only  find  that  tbei :..  - 
pay,  but  to  pay  dearly,  for  this  ^ehistle   lit 
sequence  will  be,  that  we  shall   be  set  ki  .v  • 
retrace  our  steps,  and,  when  set  to  going^v-.  a. 
go  to  the  other  extreme,  and  undoauthZi:.  • 
done  for  manufactures.     We  are  very  apt  . 
country,  to  be  running  mad  after  some  v^i  ;  . 
or  other.    We  are  now  running  mad  after  lu 
factures;  we  shall  next  be  running  mad  ^i. 
them.    Let  there  be  an  excise  laid  on  whL-k^'. . 
the  support  of  manufactures,  and  then  ^e^  ?:. 
the  constituents  of  the  gentleman  from  Pii 
vania  will  say. 

In  setting  ourselves  to  work  (or  the  eDcoanz- 
ment  of  manufacturers,  we  should  arefuUy  :u 
our  way.     We  should  go  no  farther  than  we  cai 
go  with  a  prospect  of  bein^  steady  in  our  support 
Reliance  upon  the  permanency  o(  (mu  encoura^f- 
ment  will  be  more  valuable  than  a&y  V&tTt^'^:  r 
our  favor  without  such  rellaDce.    A  TenauV.  ]• 
icy  is  always  destructive.     We  had  better  bt  c - 
tent  as  we  are,  than  seek  for  that  which  we  cii 
retain.    It  is  an  old  saying,  that  ^  Better  i^  . 
enemy  of  Well."    We  arc  always  uneasy  j  i»".. 
thinking  we  can  do  better ;  and  alwars  Uvd^ : 
our  hold  upon  "Well,"  and  looking  for  ^hid: 
and  in  this  wav  worxing  our  own  ruin.    TLe::^ 
ufactories  of  New  Enguind  now  hare  a  mocfr. 
but  a  reasonable,  encouragement    Weare,^'  •' 
theless,  as  is  natural,  uneasy,  and  want  sooti  v 
better.    We  may  obtain  what  w^e  presesdF  v-^. 
But  I  beg  to  be  permitted  to  warn  mr  in^i' 
against  their  delusive  hopes.     It  will  sx^ttn  t'l-. 
purposes  of  their  rivals,  and  bring  themprrauture^' 
into  competition,  and  finally  overwhelm  bcJ: .: 
and  them  in  one  irretrievable  ruin. 

Mr.  Trimble  then  delivered  his  senriffleni^ : 
favor  of  the  bill. 

There  was  then  some  conversatioo  oa  the  pu- 
priety  of  reporting  the  bill  for  inciei^  the  da- 
ties  on  imports  forthwith,  that  it  migkt  be  hndW) 
acted  on,  and,  if  it  passed  this  HousejtbAi  it  migb: 
be  before  the  Senate  whilst  the  discnssioQ  wa: 
^oing  on  here  on  the  bill  now  under  consiidenuu: 
lor  requiring  cash  payments  on  certain  datie^.  3:. 
on  the  other  bill  bemre  the  same  coauniuet  ' 
imposing,  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  ancui  1 
sales  at  auction.    Nothing,  however,  was  un- 
settled on  this  head. 


WEONEsnAY,  April  26. 

Mr.  EnwARns,  of  Pennsylvania,  preseLU^ 
petition  of  sundry  inhabitants   of  Pbiladeli  > 
praying  that,  for  the  present,  real  estate  ma 
exempted  from  taxation,  and  that  an  exclM  ^ 
be  levied  on  domestic  distilled  spirits,  bc'vi  . 
source  of  revenue  to  the  nation,  and  as  a  pr> 
tion  to  public  morality ;  which  was  referred  •  - 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Cocur.  * 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referrei:  - 
bill  from  the  Senate  entided  ''An  act  for  the  rt 
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of  Richard  Smyth,"  reported  the  same,  without  ^ 
amendment;  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Southard,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
making  provision  for  the  civilization  of  the  Indian 
tribes  adjoining  the  frontier  settlements,"  passed 
the  3d  of  March,  1819,  reported  that  it  would  be 
inexpedient  to  repeal  the  said  act.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  McCoT,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  enti- 
tled "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Piatt," 
reported  the  same,  without  amendment ;  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Newsom, 
reter  Crook,  and  James  Rabb ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Maclat,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  Leiper,"  reported  the  same,  with- 
out amendment ;  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SiLSBEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AfiTairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  building 
of  a  certain  number  of  small  vessels  of  war,"  re- 
ported the  same,  with  an  amendment;  which  was 
committed  to  tne  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  authorize  the  employment  of  an 
additional  naval  force." 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  to 
provide  for  building  an  addition  to  the  custom- 
house now  erecting  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
for  the  use  of  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  was  read  the 
second  time^  and.  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  Anoerson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  confirming  the  pro- 
ceed mgs  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Caho- 
kia,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  in  laying  out  a  town 
on  the  commons  of  said  villac^e,"  reported  the 
same,  without  amendment;  audit  was  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

OHIO  AND  MICHIGAN  BOUNDARY. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Land  Committee,  re- 
ported, without  amendment,  the  joint  resolution, 
referred  to  them,  for  establishing  the  boundary 
line  betwen  the  State  of  Ohio  and  the  Territory 
of  Michigan.  The  question  being  stated  on  or- 
dering the  resolve  to  be  engrossed — 

Mr.  Brush  moved  to  lay  the  resolve  on  the 
table,  desiring  time  to  examine  it,  not  having 
been,  from  accident,  present  when  the  resolve  was 
first  moved. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  short  debate,  in 
which  it  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Anderson,  Mr. 
WooDBRiDGE^  and  Mr.  Sloan,  on  the  ground  of 


the  lateness  of  the  session,  and  the  improbability 
that,  if  laid  on  the  table,  it  would  be  again  taken 
up  at  the  present  session.  It  was  supported  by 
Mr.  Ross  and  Mr.  Brush,  on  the  ground  that  the 
line  proposed  by  the  resolve  was  not  the  proper 
line,  out  would  be  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  without  being  at  all  beneficial  to 
Michigan.  It  was  important,  it  was  admitted, 
that  the  line  should  now  be  established;  but  it 
was  equally  important,  that,  when  it  is  established, 
it  should  be  the  proper  line. 

The  re.<:olve  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  by 
a  vote  of  60  to  44. 

REVISION  OF  THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  then  again  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  regulating  the  mode  of  collecting 
the  duties  on  imports,  ^.  Mr.  Silsbee's  motion 
to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill  being  yet 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  Alexander  said,  he  hoped  he  should  claim 
the  indulgence  of  the  Committee  for  a  short  time, 
while  he  expressed  the  reasons  that  would  influ- 
ence his  mind  in  the  decision  of  the  subject  then 
before  it.  He  was  aware  of  the  disadvantages 
under  which  he  labored,  and  trusted  that  he  might 
be  pardoned  in  assuming  to  himself  any  part  of 
the  di.scussion  on  so  important  a  question.  His 
apology,  however,  in  throwing  himself  upon  the 
patience  of  the  Committee  would  be  found  in  the 
very  brief  remarks  that  he  should  submit  to  its 
consideration. 

I  cannot  permit  myself,  said  Mr.  A.,  to  remain 
satisfied  that  the  present  is  merely  "a  bill  to  regu- 
late the  duties  on  imports,"  which  would  have  jus- 
tified my  silence  on  the  occasion,  but  that  it  is 
something  more,  as  clearly  appears  from  the  latter 
part  of  its  title,  and  it  would  more  properly  be  en- 
titled, "  a  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  domestic 
manufactures,"  the  avowed  object  of  its  advocates. 
Nor  can  I  persuade  myself,  continued  he,  notwith- 
standing the  ingenious  and  imposing  manner  in 
which  tne  subject  has  been  placed  by  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Baldwin,) 
who  opened  the  debate,  that  the  other  ereat  inter- 
ests of  the  country  have  been  associated  and  iden- 
tified with  it  in  principle,  while  all  due  regard  has 
likewise  been  paid  to  the  revenue  of  the  Govern- 
ment, no  less  important.  Here  we  find  ourselves 
unfortunately  at  issue,  and  it  becomes  us  calmly  to 
deliberate  and  weigh  well  the  effects,  before  we 
yield  our  assent  to  the  truth  of  a  position,  which, 
to  say  the  least  of  it,  is  extremely  problematical. 
The  gentleman  who  was  first  in  the  debate  (Mr. 
B.)  has  openly  denounced  the  present  system  of 
revenue,  (derivable,  by  much  the  greatest  part, 
from  duties,)  as  unsound  and  inadequate  for  the 
purposes  of  Grovernment;  and  he  declares  his  read- 
mess  to  adopt  a  more  permanent  one,  operating 
directly  as  a  tax  upon  the  people.  In  this  opinion, 
he  fortifies  himself  under  the  Message  of  the  Pre- 
sident upon  the  opening  of  the  session  of  Congress, 
and  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
the  state  of  the  finances.  So  far  as  these  can  add 
strength  to  his  argument,  (and  no  one,  I  am  per- 
suaded, is  more  disposed  to  give  weight  to  their 
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character  than  myself  J  he  is  fully  entitled  to  their 
benefit.  But,  if  a  native  can  anr  wise  grow  out 
of  an  affirmative  expression,  I  thinK  it  may  be  fair- 
ly inferred  in  both  cases. 

In  the  one,  the  President  infonns  us  that  "it  is 
^  deemed  of  great  importance  to  encourage  domes- 
^  tic  manufactures;  but  how  far  it  may  be  practi- 
'  cable,  paying  due  regard  to  the  other  great  inter- 
'  ests  of  the  nation,  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of 
'  Congress."  In  the  other,  the  Secretary  observes : 
^Mt  is  believed  that  the  present  is  a  favorable  mo- 
'  ment  for  affording  efficient  protection  to  that  in- 
*•  creasing  and  important  interest,  (meaning  man- 
'  ufactures,)  if  it  can  be  done  consistently  with  the 
'  general  interest  of  the  nation.*'  Now^  as  far  as 
my  "  wisdom"  is  concerned  in  the  consideration,  I 
am  for  affording  them  no  further  encouaragement, 
'<  paying  due  regard  to  the  other  great  int^rasfs  of 
the  nation ;"  nor  do  I  think  "  it  can  be  done  con- 
sistently with  the  general  interests  of  the  nation." 
And  as  thev  use  terms  corresponding  so  precisely 
to  express  tneir  opinions  upon  the  subject,  it  is  but 
fair  to  presume  they  must  entertain  corresponding 
ideas  as  to  the  effects  of  the  system. 

Now,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  further  re- 
quirks:  "It  is  not  |»robable  that  any  modification 
'  of  the  existing  tariff  can  supersede  the  necessity 
^  of  resorting  to  internal  taxation,  if  the  expendi- 
<  tore  is  not  diminished."  This,  I  believe,  has  not 
been  done  in  any  case,  savins  the  Yellow  Stone  ex- 
pedition, and  the  little  item  that  seems  to  have  been 
considered  as  the  miraphernalia  of  the  Attorney 
General.  "  Should  Congress,"  continues  he^ "  deem 
'  it  expedient  to  modify  the  present  rate  ol  duties, 
'  with  a  view  to  afbrd  that  protection  to  our  cotton, 
'  woollen,  and  iron  manufactures,  which  is  neces- 
'  sary  to  secure  to  than  the  domestic  market,  the 
*  necessity  of  resorting  to  a  system  of  internal  tax- 
^  ation  will  be  augmented." 

Surely  the  President  did  not  intend  to  recom- 
mend a  measure  that  would  resolt  in  a  system  of 
internal  taxation,  without  recommending  it  like- 
wise, who,  upon  its  repeal,  professed  his  readiness 
to  propose  its  adoption  cigain,  whenever  a  proper 
oceasioD  should  occur.  The  opinion  of  the  Sec- 
retary, then,  may  be  reffarded  as  opposed  to  the 
amiment  employed  by  tiie  gentleman  from  Penn- 
syivania,  (Mr.  Baldwin^)  to  show  that  the  reve- 
nue would  suffer  no  dimmution  in  consequence  of 
a  i»odification  of  the  existing  duties,  so  as  to  give 
additional  aid  to  the  domestic  mdustry  of  the 
country. 

But,  said  Mr.  A.,  it  has  lately  been  discovered 
that  the  present  mode  of  supplying  a  revenue  for 
the  Grovernment,  is  unwise,  impolitic,  and  was 
never  a  favorite,  although  it  has  existed  ever  since 
its  commencement.  If  any  thing  were  wanting  to 
disprove  an  argument  so  entirely  fallacious  in  it- 
self, it  is  furnished  by  the  very  circumstance  of  the 
long  duration  of  the  system,  which  is  th^  best  evi- 
dence of  its  popularity,  and  least  objectionable 
character.  That  system  which  can  carry  on  the 
operations  of  Government  with  the  least  expense 
to  the  nation,  while  it  promotes  its  industry,  must 
be  preferable  to  one  where  all  its  efforts  are  para- 
lyzed, by  being  attended  with  excessive  burdens. 


The  situation  of  Holland  may  be  adduced  .:  • 
port  of  the  fact,  that,  while  the  capital  of  the  -  . 
try  has  been  employed  in  the  pr^ts  of  tioe: 
stead  of  increasing  the  productive  labor  ?: 
nation,  she  has  sufi&ed  her  trade  to  decar.a&i  •^ 
manufactures  to  become  anniiiilated,  by  i.-bu. 
and  oi^ressive  taxation,  evea  upon  Uie  saes^r;*' 
of  life.    The  same  cause  may  be  traced  lo  w<  A. 
cavala  in  Spain,  whose  attention  being  dk?  ; 
rected  to  the  protection  of  her  colonies,  u^ 
working  of  her  mines,  than  to  the  imprDTed(.': 
dition  of  the  wealth  ot  her  society,  b^  a  tctal : 
gleet  of  agriculture,  she  presents  at  this  tijse  a  p>' 
slavish,  and  degraded  people,  without  comiBtr. 
without  manufactures,  without  industry. 

It  will  be  perceived,  then.,  said  Mr.  A,  that !  \- 
sume,  as  the  basis  of  my  argumenL  that  tbebny 
of  industry  which  is  capable  ot  aapporting  tk 
greatest  quantity  of  capital,  is  most  adraoiagei.u 
to  ^e  community,  and  consequeady  to  tfce  natkui. 
and  should  remam  unfettered,  uDititniiifid,  in  fi- 
clusion  of  the  claim  of  any  other  tovu^&eofiQQi^e- 
ment :  or,  in  other  wor^  that  nalifitti^  like  Wr 
viduals,  might  be  permitted  to  pnenoft  thnx  ov. 
interests  in  their  own  way.     Leaving  ihe  chaoi-. 
of  trade  perfectly  free  and  natural,  there  eauTossje 
but  little  doubt  but  that,  like  the  fluid  whkb  gi^. 
health  to  the  system,  it  will  seek  its  pnnKr  ir- 
and  contribute  to  the  mutual  ben^tof  eichbiurt 
and  wherever  the  wealth  of  individuals  has  t« 
promoted,  that  of  the  society  will  be  aogmc^x 
m  an  equal  degree.    But  depress  it  by  fere 
causes,  and  it  immediately  becomes  like  dtfsus 
nation  of  blood  in  the  body,  and  there  is  daose  ' 
an  apoplexy. 

Statesmen,  Mr.  A.  said,  'wexe  never  norr  art- 
lessly employed  than  in  attempting  to  issttx  thf 
avenues  of  trade,  by  producing  an  eqtal  diiW^ 
of  labor  among  them.  These  depend  upon  cir- 
cumstances as  variable  and  undefinahle  as  6 
causes  that  operate  upon  the  circulation  mediir. 
of  a  country,  which,  since  no  hmnaxi  i3gamu 
law,  or  punishment,  has  ever  yet  been  zUt  te  reg- 
ulate,  so  neither  are  they  withm  tbecoBtral  of  ac) 
power,  without  detriment  to  the  pMc  intere>t. 
But  it  has  been  said,  that  nationi  pndt  siioQLd  in- 
duce us  to  adopt  a  policy  cooBterailing  thai  o*. 
foreign  Powers,  by  which  we  ttow  off^suv*  ^* 
d^)endency  altoffether  in  favor  of  te  ciXnxxL  ' 
become  suojected  to  a  greater  and  motemtolen'  - 
degree  of  servitude. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  A.,  I  should  be  extremdy  sorrr : 
see  our  pride  so  far  get  the  betttt  of  our  jQd;is<^*-' 
as  to  lead  to  a  course  ruinous  to  the  best  ine^ti  ->' 
the  country;  litde  else,  in  fact,  I  humbly  ceDCtite. 
than  an  act  of  political  infanticide,  and  fet  ib«/^ 
couragement  of  manufactures,  which,  Vi^  i'-^' 
pride,  always  places  true  beauty  in  the  back  gr -r. 
Thai  cases  may  arise  where  it  becomes  Dfco-^" 
to  resort  to  retaliatory  measures  I  shall  not  pre) : 
to  deny,  but  mean  only  to  say,  that  this  is  oe: 
of  that  character ;  and  even  then  they  shoui>. ' 
be  adopted  without  proper  caution  and  deli  ben 
and  wnere  there  was  a  probability  of  remoTu: 
evil  complained  of,  because  their  efforts  are  fri 
a  greater  or  less  degree  at  home. 
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Even  England  herself,  whose  policy  is  always 
made  the  fatal  example  of  reasoning,  (and,  unless 
we  depart  somewhat  from  the  track  she  has  mark- 
ed out,  I  fear  we  shall  find  ourselves  at  last  in  the 
same  wretched  condition  of  poverty  and  distress 
which  she  at  present  exhibits,  groaning  under  a 
burden  of  excessive  taxation,  which  is  but  oppres- 
sion under  the  best  of  governments^)  has  not  Ibund 
it  to  her  advantage  to  exclude  entirely  foreign  ar- 
ticles, many  of  which  she  is  capable  of  producing 
to  a  high  degree  of  perfection.  Although  high 
duties  are  imposed,  both  by  England  and  France, 
upon  the  respective  manufactures  of  each,  dictated, 
not  so  much  from  a  spirit  of  national  aggrandize- 
ment as  national  ammosity,  goaded  on  by  the 
clamors  and  insatiable  avarice  of  monoponzing 
merchants  and  manufacturers,  yet,  trade  is  stiU 
carried  on  between  them,  under  the  most  odious 
and  demoralizing  of  all  traffics.  And  when  we 
call  the  worst  passions  of  men  into  action,  it  is  rea- 
sonable to  apprehend  like  oonsequeaces  in  our  Gov- 
ernment, wnose  basis  rests  on  the  moral  character 
of  its  citizens.  It  mav  be  said  that  the  same  effect 
will  not  be  produced  nere,  because  they  are  not  in- 
tended to  be  prohibitory.  I  shall,  however,  con- 
sider them  presently  in  this  point  of  view,  and 
endeavor  to  show,  unless  they  are  so  to  a  certain 
degree,  no  advantage  can  be  derived  from  the  in- 
crease, but  it  must  operate  entisely  as  a  tax  upon 
the  consumption  oi  the  country.  The  wines  of 
France  are  permitted  to  be  imported  into  England, 
although  it  is  well  known  that  certain  parts  of  her 
kingdom  might  be  made  favorable  to  the  growth 
of  the  grape ;  and  with  equal  propriety,  under  ^e 
idea  of  encouraging  domestic  industry,  ouffht  you 
to  extend  this  benefit  to  the  inhabitants  of  Vevay, 
or  any  other  portion  of  our  Southern  country, 
whose  soil  and  climate  are  peculiarly  suited  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  vine,  because  you  nave  it  in  your 
power  to  supply  the  wnole  United  States.  China, 
(who  treats  tne  commerce  of  the  rest  of  the  world 
as  beg^rly.  and  where  the  laborer  exalts  his  situ- 
ation little  less  than  that  of  the  iiandarin  himself, 
in  claiming  a  portion  of  the  seil.aa  his  own,)  is  not 
shut  out  vom  the  markets  of  England  with  her 
rich  fabrics,  although  many  of  them  are  soccess- 
fully  promoted  within  her  own  dominions.  Yet, 
even  these  people,  for  the  wEBt  of  a  more  liberal 
foreign  intercourse,  present  the  most  abject  state  of 
poverty,  igncxance,  and  barbarism ;  and,  in  truth, 
it  may  be  said,  that  the  laborer  here  is  not  always 
"  worthy  of  his  hire." 

The  policy  cannot  be  otherwise  than  founded  in 
the  best  of  all  possible  reasons :  that  there  can  be 
no  justice  in  causing  fifty  or  an  hundred  times  as 
much  capital  and  labor  to.  be  employed  at  home, 
in  the  production  of  an  arJticlej  that  would  be  re- 
quired to  purchase  the  aaiQe  oi  foreign  manufac- 
ture. There  are  advantages  possessed  by  some 
countries  in  a  greater  degree  than  others;  so  mueh 
so,  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  come  in  compe- 
tition with  them,  and  touy  in  the  extreme  to  pro- 
secute a  policy,  where  would  be  seen  failure  in  the 
very  attempt,  and  total  annihilation  in  the  end. 

This  brings  me  to  consider  the  situation  of  our 
country  with  regard  to  England  in  such  a  contest. 


where  she  would  occupy  entirely  the  '*  vantage 
ground."  I  take  it  to  be  a  correct  principle  for  £e 
interest  of  a  nation,  to  augment  as  much  as  possi- 
sible  its  rude  products,  and  to  exchange  them  for 
foreign  commodities;  and  that  which  is  good  econ- 
omy amon^  private  families,  can  hardly  be  bad 
among  nations,  to  buy  of  others  what  we  caxmot 
make  so  cheaply  ourselves.  For,  if  a  Government 
can  increase  the  quantity  of  its  annual  exports, 
whatever  is  gained  in  the  way  of  exchange  is  so 
much  added  to  the  capital  of  the  society,  and,  of 
course,  to  its  own  wealth ;  and  it  is  not  correct  to 
say,  that,  whatever  is  purchased  abroad  when  it 
can  be  niade  at  home,  is  one  man's  loss  Imd  ano- 
ther's gain )  the  difference  of  price  in  bringing  the 
articles  to  market  forming  the  difference  in  valu^ 
which  may  relatively  be  m  favor  of  each. 

Such  is  the  very  purpose  for  which  society  was 
established^  and  what  would  be  the  use  of  trade 
among  individuab.  were  they  to  manufacture  with- 
in themselves  all  that  their  wants  might  require  ? 
The  mechanic  of  one  description  finds  it  to  his  ad- 
vantajge  to  buy  of  that  of  another,  and  thus^  by  the 
combined  uxections  of  each,  society  becomes,  as  it 
were,  a  machine  to  carry  on  all  the  various  opera- 
tions of  labor,  too  great  for  the  power  of  any  one 
individual  to  accomplish;  and  if  nations  were 
governed  by  the  same  selfish  and  contracted  views, 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  world  would  soon 
be  at  an  end,  and  all  the  advantages  arising  from 
them  be  entirely  destroyed. 

But  it  is  as  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  a  nation 
to  encourage  foreign  trade,  as  it  is  for  individuals 
the  mdustry  of  each  oth»,  by  a  proper  division  of 
labor.  Considering  the  rest  ot  the  world  as  a  man- 
ufiftcturing  people,  it  is  more  important  to  us  that 
our  capital  should  be  employed  in  the  channel 
through  which  it  at  present  flows,  in  the  improve- 
ment of  agriculture,  than  that  of  any  other.  Nor 
do  I  conceive  the  argument  of  my  honorable  col- 
league, (Mr.  Ttlkr,)  to  prove  that  we  stood,  in 
relation  to  the  rest  of  tne  world,  as  a  granary, 
which  Egypt  once  was  to  Europe,  and  Sicilv  to 
Italy,  at  all  shaken  by  that  employed  by  the  non- 
orable  gentleman  firom  New  York,  (Mr.  Storrs,) 
to  show  that,  if  it  were  a  granary,  it  was  that  sort 
of  granary  which  permitted  all  our  grain  to  remain 
upon  our  hands.  For,  let  me  ask  the  honorable 
gentleman,  if  we  were  cut  off  from  the  extensive 
market  that  is  now  opened  for  the  reception  of  our 
produce,  and  confined  to  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  wcNold  we  not  be  more  properly  a  granary 
in  the  sense  in  which  he  used  it?  En^rland,  pos- 
sessing advantages  peculiar  to  herself  in  this  re- 
spect, where  her  population  is  dense^  and  wa^es  of 
labor  are  comparatively  small,  find  it  to  her  mter- 
est  to  manufacture  for  the  greater  part  of  the  world ; 
whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  we^  whose  population 
is  sparse,  and  price  of  labor  is  hi^h,  find  that  great- 
er profits  are  derived  from  agncmture.  Such  is 
the  fair  and  honest  course  of  trade  that  should  ex- 
ist among  nations,  that,  while  one  should  be  man- 
ufacturers, the  other  should  become  the  growers  of 
the  raw  material ;  and  ^us,  the  competition  of  the 
whole  world  being  brought  to  a  particular  market 
for  the  rude  products  of  the  soil,  a  monopoly  to  a 
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certain  extent  is  obtained  in  the  one  case,  while 
it  is  diminished  ip  the  other.  The  trade  which  is 
carried  on  in  this  way,  consists  in  an  exchange  of 
the  rude  for  the  manufactured  article^  and  the 
smaller  the  quantity  of  one  which  is  required  to 
purchase  a  greater  quantity  of  the  other,  will  be 
the  proportionate  value  of  the  two.  Whatever 
tends  to  diminish  the  value  of  the  former,  by  high 
duties  or  prohibitions,  operates  injuriously  m  two 
ways :  firstly,  by  enhancing  the  value  of  the  for- 
eign commodity,  the  price  of  the  surplus  produce 
otthe  land  is  diminished,  and  a  monopoly  is  given 
to  the  home  manufacturer  and  artificer,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  landed  interest,  by  diverting  a  portion 
of  its  capital  to  another  employment.  And  it  would 
be  an  aosurdity  to  say^  the  market  of  the  world 
is  open  to  you,  when  it  must  be  manifest,  unless 
you  export  something,  you  can  bring  nothing  in 
return. 

This,  then,  I  take  to  be  the  case,  said  Mr.  A., 
which  is  intended  to  be  produced  by  the  present 
measure ;  and,  let  me  ask  if  it  is  just,  if  it  is  de- 
sirable, that  the  most  valuable  branch  of  industry 
should  suffer,  or  be  made  to  contribute  to  the  pro- 
tection of  any  other,  than  in  the  natural  way? 
For  one,  I  am  prepared  to  say  that  it  is  not,  gen- 
erally speaking ;  and  as  agriculture  was  the  first 
among  the  Greeks  and  Romans  in  their  best  days, 
who  regarded  all  others  as  menial,  from  being  un- 
favorame  to  the  exercises  of  the  Uymnasium  and 
Campus  Martius,  so  should  it  be  the  last  to  be  for- 
saken by  us.  For,  if  such  be  not  the  effect  of  the 
system,  I  take  it  for  granted  the  expected  result 
will  not  take  place.  If  the  duty  be  not  so  high  as 
to  diminish  the  revenue  of  the  country,  the  en- 
hanced value  of  the  foreign  will  only  give  an  equal 
advance  to  the  home  manufacture ;  and,  standing 
precisely  in  the  same  relation  to  each  other,  the 
superior  quality  of  the  former  will  give  it  a  pre- 
ference over  the  latter,  and  it  can  operate  only  as 
a  tax  upon  the  industry,  without  a  corresponding 
benefit.  I  take  the  fact  to  b&  said  Mr.  A.,  that 
the  manufacturing  interests  of  tnis  country  require 
a  greater  quantity  of  capital,  in  order  to  c  arry  on 
their  operations,  than  it  is  within  their  power  to 
command. 

It  then  follows,  that  all  the  capital  of  the  nation 
is  employed  in  the  most  natural  and  advantageous 
way  in  which  it  can  be  used.  The  deficiency  can 
be  supplied  in  only  one  of  two  ways — either  by 
diverting  a  portion  of  it  from  one  branch  of  trade 
to  another,  or  suffering  all  the  sources  to  remain 
uninterrupted  and  free,  until  they  are  filled,  and 
then  the  surplus  will  turn  itself  to  that  employ- 
ment which  brings  in  the  next  greatest  revenue, 
and  will  afford  the  proper  encouragement  to  in- 
dustry. I  am  disposed  to  adopt  the  latter  expe- 
dient, because  it  is  not  forced,  and  no  unnatural 
convulsions  are  likely  to  arise  out  of  it  to  the  com- 
mercial world,  and  to  avoid  the  former  as  alto- 
gether in  favor  of  the  producer  and  as^ainst  the 
consumer.  And  I  must  confess,  that  I  do  not  un- 
derstand this  way  of  taxing  the  right  hand  to  sup- 
port the  left.  Let  nature  have  her  course,  and  she 
will  work  out  her  own  safety.  For,  I  lay  it  down 
as  an  incontrovertible  position,  said  Mr.  A.,  that 


the  general  industry  of  a  society  can  never  eic- 
the  capital  which  it  employs,  and  increases  ic  :•• 
portion  to  the  increase  of  its  capitaL     Wbes^ 
this  takes  place,  it  immediately  seeks  and  ^is  . 
new  and  different  objects,  to  which  it  is  (Lfii- 
and  adds  to  the  productive  labor  of  the  ccriitT. 

If  the  fixed  capital  of  the  existing  manuf*«5sm 
be  sufficient  to  sustain  them,  I  contend  tiu:  oer 
require  no  further  support,  as  they  possess  scprt..* 
advantages  over  any  foreign,  and  much  gnai^ 
than  can  be  expectea  to  be  enjoyed  by  new  im 
coming  in  competition  with  them;  and  if  h  be 
intended  to  raise  up  new  manufactures,  not  br  ib< 
creation  of  new,  but  by  the  diversion  of  old  civr 
Italy  it  must  operate  as  a  tax  upon  the  consampticc 
of  the  country,  amounting  to  a  prohibition  oiL 
foreign  productions. 

It  is  in  vain  for  the  friends  of  the  spiem  to  aj 
that  such  is  not  their  design;  when  we  reason 
from  cause  to  effect,  and  view  the  intoe&ts,  pas- 
sions, and  prejudices,  that  lead  men  to  attioiL,  we 
cannot  but  distrust  the  consequences,  and  Wok  to 
the  ultimatum  of  which  it  is  capable.  Suppose, 
for  a  moment,  that  it  should  succeed,  to  the  admi- 
ration of  its  advocates.  Can  it  be  exuded  to 
brinff  the  manufactures  of  our  coon  try  ^vbki 
of  all  other  trades  requires  the  most  extensiTe  es- 
culation)  in  competition  with  those  of  forti^i 
Powers,  where  labor  is  cheap,  and  who  are  mur 
centuries  before  us,  or  is  it  intended  to  coDfioeHcir 
circulation  to  the  home  market  ?  If  the  fons?  k 
the  intent,  it  cannot  be  executed ;  and  the  lin^r 
must  e<)ually  fail,  since,  for  all  valuable  porposru 
the  agricultural  part  of  the  community  area  oaj- 
ufacturin^  class,  and  want  only  tho^  rieber  aad 
finer  fabrics,  which  it  is  im];)ossible  for  at^  wisim 
any  short  time,  if  ever,  to  bring  to  any  sort  of  per- 
fection. And  then  will  the  American  tai,  ik 
hone&t  defender  of  "  free  trade  and  saikn^nftts,*^ 
become,  like  (he  Chinese  boatman,  without  a  fiora 
to  breast  him  from  the  storms  of  the  oceeo,  ij^ 
upon  his  oars,  in  the  bed  of  his  own  wafers^ 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  A.^  there  is  a  poioc  of  new  m 
which  this  subject  excites  more  thaatfifiiiafy  coo- 
cern ;  and  I  tell  you,  and  I  tell  the  geaikm^  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Grobs,)  there  b  a  state  of  de- 
pendency more  intolerable,  "  more  nnpiinci^^^*' 
approaching  very  nearly  to  that  colonial  bondage 
which  our  fathers  in  the  majesty  of  their  strength, 
resolved  to  put  off.    It  is  that  interest  which  wC 
be  created  in  society  as  powerful  and  nn^nn- 
able  as  the  waves  of  the  sea,  whose  vcrj  xcvl 
we  are  told,  like  the  rude  teinpes^  carries  tmor  to 
the  heart,  and  holds  a  British  Parhament  is  toss. 
And  whenever  that  interest  shall  predomiBaie^t^c 
little  liberty  that  we  now  breathe  becoma  «s  i:-. 
taper  of  lite — ^**  out.  out,  brief  candle !"    You  tai 
them ;  they  make  tne  people  pay  it. 

[Here  Mr.  A.  read  a  passage  from  1st  vrl  ' 
182,  of  Smith's  Wealth  of  Nations,  to  show  > 
influence  on  Governments.! 

I  speak  not  of  those,  either  here  or  elsewb^r; 
who  advocate  the  system,  but  of  the  system  iu: 
I  will  pursue  the  suoject  no  further ;  but,  it  is  i. 
last  hope,  never  to  see  that  interest  reared  cp.  - 


2017 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2018 


April,  1820. 


Revision  of  (he  Tariff. 


H.  OP  R. 


the  expense  of  the  rest,  which  is  likely  to  rule  the 
destinies  of  my  country. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  the  whole 
merits  of  the  bill  being  presented  by  the  motion 
under  consideration,  he  would  offer  nimself,  for  a 
short  period,  to  the  notice  of  the  Committee.  He 
had  no  design  of  abusing  the  patience  he  solicited, 
by  going  at  large  into  the  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion, which  was  one  of  the  most  extensive  in  the 
science  of  political  economy.  His  purpose  was 
limited  to  the  narrow  object  of  a  brief  exposition 
of  some  of  the  more  considerable  of  those  views  of 
the  question,  and  topics  connected  with  it,  which 
appeared  to  him  to  be  the  best  entitled  to  claim 
attention,  or  the  most  calculated  to  attract  it. 

The  first  objection  to  the  bill  related  to  its  ap- 
parent inefficacy  in  reference  to  its  avowed  object. 
The  augmentation  of  the  duties  on  imports  which 
had  been  made  when  the  subject  had  been  last 
under  the  consideration  of  Congress,  in  1816, 
amounted,  Mr.  A.  believed,  to  an  average  of  about 
twenty-five  per  cent.  The  additional  augmenta- 
tion contemplated  by  the  present  bill  would  amount, 
he  had  been  informed — he  had  not  himself  made 
the  estimate — to  an  average  of  not  more  than  seven 
or  eight  per  cent.  Had  the  former  augmentation 
produced,  in  any  degree,  the  efiect  which  was  now 
designed  of  protection  to  domestic  manufactures  ? 
No.  We  were  told  by  the  friends  of  the  nrotect- 
ing  system  that  our  manufacturing  establishments 
have  gone  to  absolute  ruin,  under  the  protection 
which  had  been  heretofore  afforded  them.  If  this 
representation  were  correct,  could  the  increase  of 
duties  now  proposed  be  considered  sufficient  for 
the  retrieval  from  ruin,  and  efficient  protection  of, 
these  establishments?  If  it  could,  the  imposition 
which  it  created  must  be  regarded  as  unreasonably 
high  and  oppressive,  in  relation  to  ail  classes  of 
the  community  other  than  that  which  was  in- 
tended to  be  protected.  But  if  this  increase  could 
not  be  considered  adequate  to  the  effect  which  had 
been  stated,  then  the  imposition  was  nugatory  to 
its  alleged  object.  Take  it  either  way,  and  this 
imposition  would  either  be  excessive,  or  else  inad- 
equate. In  either  character  it  was  equally  inde- 
fensible. Mr.  A.  was  aware  that  an  object  larger 
than  the  alleged  object  of  the  bill,  had  been  im- 

Euted  to  the  framers  and  supporters  of  it.  It  had, 
e  knew,  been  supposed,  that  their  design  extended 
to  the  inception  oi  a  system,  which  was  to  be  ren- 
dered gradually  progressive  to  positive  prohibition 
on  the  admission  of  foreign  manufactured  articles, 
or  to  a  rate  of  duties  so  high  as  to  be  tantamount 
to  prohibition  in  its  effects.  It  was  alleged,  in 
evidence  of  the  entertainment  and  possible  success 
of  such  a  design,  that  the  same  topics  of  argument 
derived  from  the  supposed  advantase  and  pro- 
priety of  the  protective  policy,  wbicn  were  em- 
ployed in  recommendation  of  the  augmentation  of 
duties  now  proposed,  would  be  of  equal,  and 
greater,  efficacy  m  the  recommendation  of  further 
augmentations  which  might  hereafter  be  demand- 
ed, from  the  force  of  the  obvious  connected  consid- 
eration (which  would  not  fail  to  be  relied  on)  of 
the  necessity  of  these  further  impositions  to  pre- 
vent the  cost  and  effect  of  the  former  from  being 
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thrown  away.  Mr.  A.  was  himself  far  from  im- 
puting any  such  view  as  bad  been  ^tated^  nor,  if 
such  a  system  of  policy  ever  should  be  proposed, 
could  he  have  any  fear  of  its  success,  founded,  as 
he  conceived  it  to  be,  in  an  obvious  principle  of 
injustice  and  inequality,  as  respected  its  operation 
on  the  different  interests  of  the  community,  and 
condemned,  as  it  unquestionably  was,  by  an  uni- 
form experience  of  fruits  of  mischief  and  suffering 
in  every  country  in  which  an  experiment  had  b^n 
made  of  it.  Without  connecting  the  bill  under 
consideration  with  any  odious  pbiicy  of  this  sort, 
it  stood  sufficiently  divested  of  title  to  support,  by 
reference  to  the  aemerit  of  its  real  objects  and 
proper  operations. 

While  upon  this  topic,  the  objects  of  the  bill, 
frankness  required  Mr.  A.  to  state,  that  he  did  not 
consider  it  as  directed  to  the  attainment  of  any 
object  of  public  policy  at  all.  He  considered  it 
as  one  of  the  instances  of  that  practice  of  appeal 
to  public  authority  for  the  relief  of  private  distress, 
the  remarkable  prevalence^of  which  was  the  un- 
happy characteristic  of  the  period  in  which  we 
were  called  upon  to  deliberate.  A  general  depres- 
sion and  distress  affected  all  classes  of  the  commu- 
nity, the  result,  as  was  conceived,  of  commercial 
over-action,  and  the  operation  of  that  system  of 
paper  currency,  of  which  some  species  of  necro- 
mancy must  have  dragged  us  into  the  adoption. 

The  manufacturing  class  was  supposed  to  par- 
take, in  a  peculiar  degree,  of  this  distress,  and  the 
present  bill  was  a  project  for  the  relief  of  their 
private  adversity,  through  the  medium  of  a  legis- 
lative intervention.  Mr.  A.  considered  himself 
iustified  in  regarding  the  subject  in  this  view, 
both  from  the  inadequacy  of  the  bill  to  any  pur- 
pose of  public  policy,  (which  had  already  been 
adverted  to,}  and  the  nature  of  the  representations 
employed  in  its  support.  What  were  these  repre- 
sentations? Did  they  relate  to  any  inherent  dis- 
advantage, or  incapacity,  affecting  domestic  fab- 
rics, in  maintaining  competition  with  the  imported 
for  the  domestic  market  ?    Not  at  all.    The  de- 

f^ression  affecting  domestic  manufacturing  estab- 
ishments.  which  was  made  the  foundation  of  the 
demand  for  relief,  was  referred  to  causes  acciden- 
tal entirely  in  their  access,  or  temporary  in  their 
operation.  Excessive  importations  of  foreign  man- 
ufactured articles,  the  unusual  reduction  of  their 
price,  and  of  that  of  the  labor  employed  in  pre- 
paring them;  the  undue  extension  of  domestic 
business,  disproportionate  investments  of  capital 
in  a  fixed  form,  (buildings,  machinery,  &c.,J  the 
effects  of  a  general  restoration  of  peace,  and  the 
operation  of  the  paper  system  on  markets  and  in- 
dustry: these  were  the  causes  assigned  as  the 
sources  of  manufacturing  distress,  and  the  grounds 
of  legislative  interposition  for  its  remedy.  But 
did  these  grounds  disclose  any  object  of  general 
permanent  policy,  requiring  the  adoption  of  the 
measure  which  was  pressed  for  adoption  ?  Mr. 
A.  could  not  perceive  that  they  did.  He  consid- 
ered the  present  bill  as  belonging  to  the  same  class 
of  character  with  the  bankrupt  bill.  The  distinc- 
tion, indeed,  was  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  pres- 
ent Dill,  in  the  comparison.    A  bauKrupt  act  oper- 
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ated  only  a  particular  injustice.  The  sacrifice  of 
interest  which  it  involved  affected  only  a  peculiar 
class,  (the  creditors  of  bankrupts.)  It  might  be 
considered  too,  as  a  contingent,  and  was  not  a  con- 
tinuing sacrifice.  JBut  the  imposition  which  the 
present  bill,  if  it  passed,  would  create,  would  not 
only  be  a  general  burden  on  the  community,  for 
the  benefit  of  a  peculiar  class  of  it,  but  would  be  a 
certain,  and  was  designed  to  be  a  permanent,  im- 
position. 

The  impairment  of  manufacturing  capital,  fur- 
nished no  sufficient  reason  for  the  adoption  of  the 
bill.  The  preservation  of  manufacturing,  could 
not  be  more  important  than  of  commercialcapital. 
The  fund  which  supplied  consumption  could  not 
be  considered  of  greater  consequence  than  that 
which  afforded  the  means  of  disposal  for  produc- 
tion. No  person,  however,  would  think  ofa  mea- 
sure of  the  character  of  that  now  proposed  for  the 
relief  of  commercial  distress.  If  the  commercial 
capital  of  the  country  were  entirely  annihilated, 
DO  factitious  incitement  or  aid  to  the  operation  of 
capital,  in  this  direction,  would  be  tnought  of. 
And  why?  Because  occasions  for  the  employ- 
ment of  capital  were  known  always  to  attract 
capital,  or  create  it,  in  pretty  nearly  the  exact  pro- 
portion of  the  exigency  of  these  occasions.  An 
occasion  so  essential  as  the  disposal  of  the  produc- 
tions ofa  country  which  were  elsewhere  in  demand, 
could  not  fail  of  finding  means  for  its  discharge. 
Even  could  a  state  of  circumstances  be  imagined, 
in  which  there  was  no  subsisting  accumulation  of 
capital,  and  no  description  of  public  currency,  yet 
credit,  or  an  artificial  substitute  of  some  kind,  would 
be  found  to  supply  their  place,  in  ministering  to 
the  operations  of  commerce.  The  remark  was  not 
less  inevitably  true  in  relation  to  the  occasions  of 
a  country  for  manufactures.  No  fear  was  to  be 
entertained  of  any  serious  or  lasting  defect  of  the 
essential  facilities  for  their  .supply.  The  capital 
for  this  purpose  might  not  indeed  be  derived  Irom 
domestic  sources;  but  this  circumstance  did  not 
present  a  consideration  with  which  the  community 
were  in  any  material  degree  concerned.  It  was 
the  certainty,  not  the  source  of  supply,  which 
formed  the  principal  subject  of  their  mterest,  and 
was  entitled  to  claim  the  chief  exercise  of  their 
solicitude. 

We  had  come  to  realize,  in  our  public  conduct, 
the  justice  of  an  expression  used  in  reference  to 
another  and  more  important  subject  of  human  in- 
terest. We  confessed  truth  with  our  lips,  but  in 
practice  we  denied  it.  There  was  scarce  any  per- 
son, perhaps,  who  did  not  admit  the  abstract  prop- 
osition, that  capital,  in  the  pursuit  of  the  modes  of 
employment  most  productive  of  profits  to  its  pro- 
prietors, fell,  unassisted,  into  those  which  were 
calculated  to  produce  the  most  beneficial  resulu  to 
the  community.  This  was  one  of  the  principles 
the  least  liable  to  controversy  or  qualification, 
which  were  presented  by  the  theory  ofa  just  polit- 
ical economy.  Yet,  it  was  in  the  direct  contra- 
vention and  overthrow  of  this  indisputable  princi- 
ple, that  the  foundations  of  the  policy,  which  was 
at  present  recommended  to  us.  were  laid. 

The  reason,  too,  which  explained  this  principle, 


it  was  material  to  understand,  both  on  accidir . 
its  own  illustration,  and  the  importance  of  tht 
ductions  to  which  it  led  in  the  discussion,    i 
reason  was  to  be  found  in  the  tendency  ofa:' 
uninfluenced  by  public  authority,  to  be  deterr  . 
as  respected  the  modes  of  its  empiovmcni     v 
mand,  which  furnished  the  standard  at  th-   _' 
time  of  the  utility  of  its  employment.     The  t «    - 
diture  of  capital  was  directed  by  obvious  Ccc^ . 
ations  (relative  to  the  interest  of  its  propricur . : 
subjects  of  the  greatest  and  most  geDerzi  rty    i. 
and  these  were  the  subjects  and  tne  empiovL-  t^ 
of  labor  and  capital  which  procured  them  tht  n  ■ 
ployments  which  had,  in  a   ^neral  view.  :- 
strongest  presumptions  of  utility  in  tiieir  f^i^r. 
Demand  was  the  index  of  the  beneficiaJ,  as  it  wi 
of  the  unbiassed,  direction  of  capital 

The  inference  from  this  proposidoo  was  of  sin- 
gular importance.    It  was,  that  no  direcdoa  o! 
capital,  relatively  useful,  could  napiftwiteatinous 
encouragement.    Why?    Because  tkb  cbaracur 
of  utility  was  the  infallible  source  oC  adeqoa^t  A^ 
mand  for  the  productions  of  capital  cmpb^'Hi  ib 
this  direction,  and  adequate  demand  for  the  p.- 
ductions  of  any  employment,  dispensed  &oiu  t->i: 
necessity  of  its  adventitious  enGouragement   T^ 
converse  of  the  last  proposition  was  equally  'rj.-. 
that  noemployment,requiri]ur  factitiousencoQiaj? 
ment  could  be  relatively  useml.     Why  f    BecuJ- 
this  occasion  for  encouragement  demonstraUo ; 
defect  of  adequate  demand  for  its  producui'. 
and  the  defect  of  adequate  demand  for  its  pr  •..  - 
tions  was  evidence  of  its  want  of  relatire  ua.'. 
The  force  of  these  conclusions,  in  their  applft.-a:.  _ 
to  domestic  manufacturing  establishmenti,  va> .. 
no  degree  obviated  by  the  suggestion,  that  tk  ni>'' 
ence  of  adequate  demand   for  their  proifr'i^'-'^ 
was  prevented  by  the  interchange  of  foreigi  ccii 
petition ;  because  this  buggeslion  only  prored  it  r- 
although  in  a  diflerent  condition  of  cueam>taDLi.\ 
in   which  a  deficiency  in  the  supply  of  Aft :jl 
manufactured  articles  was  experienced^  thef>t2b- 
lishments  in  question  would  be  useful ;  jet  ender 
existing  circumstances,  in  which  no  saebie£cifncy 
was  experienced,  they  could  assert  bo  precen^cn 
to  this  character  of  utility. 

The  proposition  which  had  been  stated,  of  t^e 
voluntary  tendency  of  capital  in  a  oonneot  ui^- 
biassed  aistribution,  to  conform  to  the  order  d 
employnaent  which  public  utility  would  prescnb:, 
was,  in  its  general  acceptation,  perhaps  the  ic.^t 
familiar  trash  in  the  science  of  political  ecc3on< 
We  were  told,  in  every  book  of  elements  on  xht  ^j:- 
ject,  that  the  natural  and  mostadTantageo«^cJt^^c 
of  the  distribution  of  capital  was,  in  a  prc^rf^-.^r. 
succe.ssion,  from  agriculture  to  internal  trai&e.  ^rl 
thence  to  a  foreign  trade  of  exportation  ;  toin::[i>' 
factures,  or  to  indirect  foreign  trade,  as  prcu  li 
circumstances  might  determme.     Could  anv  a.n 
quate  reason  be  assigned  for  the  coniravrrj 
with  a  view  to  the  peculiar  ec 
manufactures,  of  the  general  law 
tion  of  capital  ?    The  ground  of  sucn  a  procc 
was  to  be  found,  not  in  sound  policy,  but  pni  i 
session. 

It  was  an  evident  proposition,  that  an  emf^.f 


lut?.  vyoiua  any  3.^ 
r  the  coDiraver.'*  U 
r  eneoura^eme: :  n 
laws  of  the  di>i.  J 
of  such  a  procct-c  | 
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ment  which  required  factitious  encouragement 
mast,  in  a  pecuniary  view,  be  a  losing  one.  If, 
therefore,  encouragement  was  due  to  domestic 
manufactures,  it  could  not  be  in  an  economical 
view,  but  from  their  supposed  subserviency  to  some 
collateral  object,  regarded  as  important — as  na- 
tional independence,  for  example.  The  question, 
in  this  aspect,  would  present  itself  for  examination 
in  a  succeeding  part  of  the  discussion. 

The  freedom  which  had  been  used,  in  speaking 
of  the  reasonings  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  author- 
ized Mr.  A.  in  indulging  the  frankness  of  saying, 
that  the  arsument  employed  in  its  support  appeared 
to  him  to  oe  founded  in  a  series  of  fallacies.  It 
was  irrelevant,  as  respected  several  of  the  princi- 
pal propositions  sought  to  be  established.  It  was 
misconceived,  as  respected  the  time  and  circum- 
stances to  which  it  was  applied.  It  was  erroneous, 
as  respected  the  topics  ot  reasoning  it  employed. 
A  person  would  be  led  to  suppose,  from  the  course 
of  observation  adopted  on  the  other  side,  that  the 
question  related  to  the  importance  and  necessity 
of  adequate  supplies  of  manufactured  articles,  or 
to  the  abstract  advantage  attending  the  possession 
of  domestic  establishments  for  the  attainment  of 
these  supplies.  But  these  were  propositions  not 
liable  to  controversv.  The  question  related  not  to 
the  necessity  or  value  of  supplies  of  manufactured 
articles,  but  to  the  relative  advantages  of  different 
methods  of  procuring  them — to  the  choice  to  be 
exerted  between  obtaining  them  at  a  cheaper  rate 
from  foreign,  or  at  a  higher  price  from  domestic 
sources.  Neither  did  the  controversy  refer  to  any 
abstract  superiority  of  domestic  over  foreign  sources 
of  supply,  but  to  tne  mode  and  time  of  their  estab- 
lishment — to  the  choice  between  an  artificial  in- 
troduction of  domestic  establishments  at  an  earlier 
period,  attended  with  the  charge  of  a  burdensome 
system  of  protective  duties  for  their  support,  and  a 
natural  spontaneous  growth  of  these  establishments, 
at  a  more  advanced  period,  unattended  with  any 
system  of  regulation,  or  cliarge  for  their  encouraga- 
ment. 

But  there  was  no  part  of  the  argument  employed 
in  recommeodation  of  the  proposed  system,  which 
appeared  so  egregiously  exposed  to  criticism,  as  that 
in  which  the  lavorable  character  of  the  present  pe- 
riod for  its  introduction  was  asserted.  The  con> 
dition  of  general  distress  which  characterized  the 
existing  period  was  admitted,  and  yet  it  was  con- 
ceived to  present  a  favorable  occasion  for  the  ex- 
periments of  a  policy  involving  an  addition  to 
the  ordinary  and  necessary  sources  of  expense,  by 
which  ail  classes  of  the  community  would  be 
affected.  The  peculiar  characteristic  of  the  dis- 
tress complained  of,  related  to  the  depression  in 
the  price  of  whatever  there  was  to  sell.  One 
strong  circumstance  of  relief,  however,  had  been 
found,  in  the  corresponding  depression  in  the  price 
of  the  most  material  articles  we  had  to  buy.  In 
such  a  condition  of  things,  what  was  the  policy 
recommended  ?  An  operation,  by  which  the  only 
circumstance  of  relief  which  the  situation  of  the 
country  presented,  was  to  be  cut  off— by  which 
the  prices  of  all  the  most  essential  articles  of  pur- 
chase would  be  enhanced,  whilst  those  of  our 


vendible  commodities  (to  state  the  case  in  the 
most  favorable  view)  were  to  remain  unaltered. 
Beneath  the  picture  of  a  policy  of  this  sort,  it  could 
not  be  necessary  to  write  the  name.  Mr.  A.  had 
been  describing  the  operation  of  the  bill,  as  tend- 
ing to  a  mere  purpose  of  private  relief.  But  this 
description  did  not  express  the  full  character  of 
its  demerit.    It  was  a  bill  against  public  relief. 

The  principal  advantages  anticipated  from  the 
success  of  the  proposed  system  were  referable  to  two 
general  heads,  the  establishment  of  domestic  sources 
of  supply  of  manufactured  articles,  and  the  estab- 
lishment or  extension  of  a  domestic  market  for 
the  surplus  of  agricultural  productions.     The  first 
of  these  advantages  was,  in  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  our  situation,  rather  nominal  than  real; 
or,  in  the  most  favorable  statement  of  the  case, 
far  less  important  than  had  been  represented.   The 
point  in  which  the  public  were  interested  in  this 
respect,  related  principally  to  the  character,  not 
the  source,  of  the  supply  of  manufactured  articles. 
Their  interest  required  that  this  supply  should  be 
good,  cheap,  abundant,  regular.    But  the  supply 
from  domestic  would  not  be  of  better  quality  than 
from  foreign  sources.    It  would  not  be  of  cheaper, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  of  dearer  price,  by  the  amount 
of  the  difference  which  would  be  created  by  the 
proposed  increase  of  duties.    It  would  not  be  more 
abundant  or  regular.    In  both  these  respects  the 
supply  from  foreign  sources,  except  in  the  contin- 
gency of  a  disturbed  state  of  the  foreign  relations 
of  the  country,  could  be  the  subject  of  no  com- 
plaint.   The  only  real  advantase^  then,  attending 
the  possession  of  domestic  establishments  for  the 
supply  of  manufactured  articles,  related  to  periods 
of  war,  which  might  be  expected  very  rarely  to 
occur.    By  the  policy  recommended,  we  were  to 
be  subjected  to  a  constant,  permanent  monopoly- 
price  of  the  most  essential  articles  of  consumption, 
for  the  purpose  of  being  guarded  against  a  price 
somewhat  higher,  in  a  contingent,  remote,  unfre- 
quent  event  A  considerable  enhancement  of  price 
was,  in  this  respect,  the  sum  of  the  evil  which 
could  be  involved  in  the  event  of  war ;  for  the 
supply  of  no  essential  article  was  liable,  in  such  a 
contingency,  to  be  absolutely  cut  off.    Nor  was 
the  evil  consequence  to  be  apprehended  from  war, 
liable  to  be  incurred  in  any  other  than  the  single 
instance  of  a  war  with  Qreat  Britain.    The  con- 
curring interests  of  the  supplying  countries,  and 
the  superiority  of  our  public  and  commercial  ma- 
rine, would  be  a  safeguard  against  the  material 
obstruction  of  supply,  from  the  effect  of  war  with 
any  other  Power.     The  feeling  of  resentment  pre- 
vailing against  Great  Britain,  the  result  of  the  per- 
severing and  malignant  character  of  her  hostilit]|r, 
was  strong  and  general  in  this  country,  but  this 
feeling  was  not,  it  was  to  be  hoped,  of  a  nature  to 
be  susceptible  of  misdirection,  to  an  unrequited 
and  essential  sacrifice  of  public  interests.     The 
abundance  of  the  materials  of  manufacture;,  and 
the  facility  of  conversion  to  a  manufactured  form, 
which  the  most  important  of  them  admitted,  would 
preclude,  even  in  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  injury 
from  the  obstruction  or  enhanced  price  of  supply, 
in  any  degree  commensurate  with  the  cost  of 
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the  means,  which  were  recommended  as  secarity 
against  the  chances  of  it.  More  injury,  in  disturb- 
ing the  regularity  of  supply,  was  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  effect  of  the  proposed  policy,  in  impair- 
ing the  regularity  of  our  demand  for  that  supply. 

Arguments  were  rendered  palpable  by  example. 
There  were  few  articles  of  more  essential  necessity 
than  salt.  From  this  characteristic  of  it,  and  our 
habit  of  reliance  on  external  sources  for  supply, 
there  was,  perhaps,  no  article  liable^  in  a  higher 
degree,  to  enhancement  in  price  in  time  of  war. 
But  salt  was  susceptible  of  supply  from  domestic 
sources,  to  an  indefinite  amount.  Would  any  man 
be  found  to  recommend  the  protection  of  domestic 
establishments  for  the  preparation  of  salt,  by  such 
a  system  of  duties  as  would  insure  their  operation 
in  time  of  peace?  Yet  the  supply  of  no  article 
was  more  important.  Why  should  the  policy  sur- 
rendered in  relation  to  this  article,  be  proper  in  re- 
lation to  others  ?  If  the  material,  in  the  instance 
of  any  other  article,  were  of  indigenous  growth,  the 
same  reliance  might  be  had  on  the  resource  of  do- 
mestic fabrication  m  time  of  war,  with  which  we 
were  content  in  case  of  salt.  Or,  if  the  material  were 
not  indigenous,  then  the  supply  of  it  would  not  be 
less  liable  to  obstruction,  in  a  season  of  war,  than 
that  of  the  wrought  article.  In  either  event,  the 
resort  to  high  protective  duties  for  the  encourage- 
ment or  preservation  of  the  domestic  manufacture, 
appeared  to  be  equally  unadvisable.  The  argu- 
ment derived  from  the  different  preparations  of 
machinery  or  skill,  required  in  different  depart- 
ments of  manufacture,  was  not  of  sufficient  force 
to  obviate  or  impair  the  correctness  of  the  con- 
clusion. 

The  principal  reliance,  however,  of  the  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  the  protective  system,  rested  on 
its  tendency  to  the  formationof  a  domestic  market 
for  agricultural  productions.  The  great  and  en- 
larging amount  of  our  agricultural  labor  and  pro- 
ductions, might  be  expected  in  the  lapse  of  a  short 
period.  It  was  said,  to  render  these  productions 
redundant,  in  relation  to  their  present  markets, 
and  an  obvious  policy,  therefore,  required  the  im- 
mediate substitution,  through  the  medium  of  man- 
ufacturing establishments,  of  a  domestic  market ; 
which,  by  its  proj^ressive  extension,  might  have 
the  effect  of  obviating,  or  providing  a  remedy  for, 
such  a  condition  of  affairs.  The  answer  to  this 
representation  was  attended  with  no  difficulty.  It 
was,  that  the  remedy  sought  to  be  provided,  in  the 
mode  proposed,  would  be  found  available  without 
any  occasion  for  legislative  regulation,  by  the  ne- 
cessary ultimate  operation  of  the  very  circum- 
stances which  were  thought  to  call  for  this  regu- 
lation. 

The  population  of  the  country  being  progressive 
with  its  means  of  subsistence,  would  continue  to 
observe  the  proportion  which  it  now  did,  to  pro- 
duction. Production,  therefore,  could  be  expect- 
ed to  exhibit,  relatively  to  domestic  demand,  no 
greater  redundancy  than  it,  did  at  present.  The 
redundancy  anticipated,  must  refer  to  foreign  de- 
mand entirely. 

But  the  labor  and  capital  which  it  would  be  the 
effect  of  this  supposed  redundant  state  of  agricul- 


tural productions  to  disengage  from  agricL/ 
employment,  must  find  some  oilier  mode  of  •- 
pation.    They  could  not  remain  miemploTfV    - 
in  what  direction  could  employment  be  foun: 
them  ?    Not  in  commerce,  for  the  capacity  c-r  •  :- 
merce  to  furnish  occupation  to  labor  and  ca 
was  determinable  by  tne  operation  of  foreign  - 
mand  for  their  productions,  and  this  demand  -• 
der  the  circumstances  supposed,  mnst  be  eic.'.  *• . 
There  was  left  but  one  resort  for  the  empk;^:.* 
of  this  disengaged  labor  and  capital,  acfi  *:.: 
was  in  manufactures.    Not  only  without  a^  .: 
direction,  but  by  an  impulse   ^which  conid  :*: 
be  controlled,  they  must  tiovr  to  fulSl  this  f« - 
tination.     The  manufactures  thus  establisiif^, ; : 
was  to  be  further  observed,^  from  the  coau^jrr 
and  abundance  of  materials,  and  the  deprt^s'^ 
price  of  these  materials,  -which  the  hypoibf^is 
supposed,  must  of  necessity  be  esMhM  to  m^to- 
tarn,  unassisted  by  positive  encoungement,  a  suc- 
cessful competition  with  fabrics  of  foragiL  oridn- 
Here,  then,  was  the  effect  desired,  icimed.  m&e- 
pendently  of  any  occasion  for  regala^oD.   The 
object  proposed  was,  through  the  mrahim  of  a  com- 
plicated and  burdensome  system  of  duties,  to  vr- 
vide  a  remedy  for  an  anticipated  contingency,  ari 
this  contingency  was  found,  upon  inquiry,  to  l-- 
troduce  in  its  occurrence,  the  very  remedy  p r> 
posed,  without  necessity  for  any  dotjr  whaterr. 
This  effect  was  in  consistency  with  the  order  ■ :' 
nature,  in  which  evils,  whether  of  physical  • 
social  character,  resulting  from  her  unforcfii  :^ 
erations,  were  invariably  found  to  generate  (:<? 
proper  remedies.    It  was  the  eternal  effort  oi'jr> 
ticians  to  supersede  this  salutary  order,  wh^^h 
formed  the  source  of  half  the  mischiefs  k  ▼-icii 
mankind  were  afflicted. 

The  attempt  had  been  made  to  show,  tbt  tV. 
artificial  introduction  of  a  domestic  market,  throti^ 
the  medium  of  manufactures,  wras  superfliioin,  a^ 
this  market  would,  at  the  proper  season,  be  io2rt> 
duced,  without  exertion  or  expense,  fcr  a  «?«'- 
taneous  operation.    But  suppose  the  eoatrvj  to 
be  the  fact,  still  the  advanta^  of  rte  proposed 
policy  was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  eqafrocsf.  There 
was  no  accession  contemplated  as cbe  remit  of  this 
policy,  to  the  amount  of  capital  or  labor    The  ef- 
fect contemplated  in  this  respect,  wis  confined  to 
a  mere  change  of  destination,  as  rdated  u>  a  por- 
tion of  this  amount.    Nor  was  the  diversion  n- 
pected  to  be  made  to  a  more  productive,  hot  cch 
(as  was  supposed,)  to  a  more  convenient,  etrp.'  r- 
ment.    This,  however,  was  the  slightest  fen  '*' 
the  objection.  If  it  appertained  to  the  scheoK^f  r^^r 
foreign  policy  to  prosecute  commercial  intenr^i^" 
at  ail  with  other  nations,  our  account  mnstb^Ui^ 
in  the  calculation  of  a  general  equality  in  the  r^- 
snective  amounts  of  our  foreign   sales  and  pur- 
chases. 

We  had  been  accustomed  to  hear  a  great  0 
said  on  the  subject  of  the  importance  of  the  y  * 
ervation  of  a  favorable,  or  at  least  of  a  just,  S  ■ 
ance  of  foreign  trade.    There  was  no  topic  "'■ 
nected  with  the  knowledge  of  national  economy 
little  perplexed  and  difficult  in  its  nature,  wn  c- 
appeared  to  be  so  inadequately  understood  as  tins 
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of  the  degree  of  interference  which  was  required,  hyr 
sood  policy,  to  be  exerted  in  adjusting  the  results  of 
foreign  commerce.  The  truth  was,  that  the  balance 
of  trade,  foreign  or  dom&itic,  not  only  required  no 
exertion  of  care  for  its  preservation,  but  was  not 
the  subject  of  possible  permanent  derangement 
Any  temporary  inclination  which  might  be  occa- 
sionally communicated  to  this  balance,  was  liable 
to  immediate  and  inevitable  self-correction.  The 
continuance,  for  any  considerable  period,  of  an 
unequal  state  of  the  foreign  balance,  (if  such  a 
condition  of  things  were  oi  possible  continuance,) 
would  operate  as  a  mischief,  instead  of  a  benefit, 
to  the  nation  in  whose  favor  it  prevailed,  inas- 
much as  the  ability  of  the  countries  against  whom 
the  balance  was  found,  to  discharge  the  debts 
created  by  their  purchases,  must,  in  such  circum- 
stances, become  exhausted. 

The  supposed  advantageous  balance  would  be 
speed Uy  ascertained  to  constitute  a  source  of  loss, 
and  would  inevitably  derive  its  corrections  not 
from  the  party  to  whose  injury  it  promised  to  re- 
dound, but  the  party  to  whom  it  had  been  ap- 
parently fraught  with  advantage  in  the  outset.    A 
general  unfavorable  balance  of  trade  could  have  a 
permanent  existence  against  no  other  country  than 
one  placed  in  the  condition  of  a  colony ;  and  the 
reason  of  its  possible  existence  in  the  case  of  a  col- 
ony was,  that  in  this  situation,  the  eain  and  loss 
of  the  operation  were  equalized  and  invalidated 
by  the  circumstance  of  their  falling  both  on  the 
same  party,  namely,  the  country  which  was  the 
proprietor  of  the  colony.    So  that  this  case  of  ex- 
ception (as  was  the  fact  aniversally  of  exceptions 
to  just  rules,}  tended  not  to  the  impeachment,  but 
confirmation  of  the  principle  relied  on.    Although, 
however,  the  preservation  of  an  enduring  favor- 
able balance  of  foreign  trade  was  neither  practi- 
cable nor  desirable,  there  was  nothing  more  easily, 
practicable  than  the  reduction,  to  any  extent,  of  the 
amount  of  foreign  commerce,  or  its  total  acmihila- 
tion,  as  respected  particular  countries,  provided 
regulations  fraught  with  this  result  could  be  found 
susceptible  of  efifectual  execution.     The  first  of 
these  efiects  it  was  the  tendency  of  the  proposed 
policy  to  produce,  nor  did  there  appear  any  cir- 
cumstance to  forbid  its  being  attended  with  the 
last  of  them.    The  reduction  of  demand  for  for- 
eign fabrics,  which  it  would  be  the  efifect  of  the 
introduction  of  domestic  sources  of  supply  to  pro- 
duce, must  be  attended  with  a  correspondent  dim- 
inution in  the  foreign  demand  for  our  productions, 
from  the  operation  of  the  considerations  which 
had  been  adverted  to.    So  that,  whatever  might 
be  the  amount  of  the  advantage  expected  to  be  re- 
alized from  the  operation  of  the  contemplated  sys- 
tem, in  the  establishment  or  extension  ot  a  domes- 
tic market,  an  equal  amount  of  advantage  must 
be  estimated  to  be  lost  in  the  reduction  ot  the  ex- 
tent of  foreign  markets  consequent  on  the  opera- 
tion of  the  system. 

Let  the  susceptibilities  of  development,  attrib- 
utable to  our  resources  of  production,  be  rated  at 
what  they  might,  the  foreign  market  could  not  be 
retained  in  the  same  extent  at  the  same  time  with 
the  proposed  establishment  or  extension  of  a  do- 


mestic market,  because  the  essential  characteris- 
tic of  the  source  of  introduction  or  extension  of 
the  domestic  market,  was  its  effect  to  produce  a 
proportionate  impairment  of  the  demand  for  for- 
eign articles,  the  unreduced  operation  of  which 
demand  formed  the  condition  ot  an  unreduced  ex- 
tension of  the  foreign  market  The  sole  advan- 
tage would  consist  in  the  introduction  of  a  partial 
change  as  respected  its  location.  In  a  considera- 
tion of  acquisition,  the  relative  amounts  of  gain 
and  loss  would  be  balanced.  But  an  extension  of 
the  same  view  of  the  subject  would  materially 
varv  this  conclusion.  When  once  we  had  em- 
barked in  this  policy  of  driving  the  countries  with 
which  we  enjoyed  relations  ot  commercial  inter- 
course, by  reduction  of  our  demand  for  their  ex- 
ports, to  a  system  of  dependence  on  other  sources 
than  ourselves,  for  the  supply  of  their  occasions  of 
importation,  what  was  the  security  that  it  would 
not  be  eventually  extended  beyond  the  amount 
rendered  necessary  by  our  withdrawal  of  demand, 
so  as  to  comprehend  the  whole  mass  of  their  occa- 
sions of  importation  ? 

A  resort,  in  particular,  to  the  cultivation  of  do- 
mestic resources  of  supplv.  was  almost  invariably 
found  to  present  irresistible  temptations  to  its  ex- 
tension. Kesentment,  produced  by  the  pursuit  of 
a  supposed  illiberal  policy  on  the  part  of^  a  former 
customer,  was  a  motive  of  obvious  occurrence  in 
co-operation  with  inducements  of  this  description. 
The  result,  then,  of  the  policy  recommended  to  us 
in  relation  to  the  introduction  of  a  domestic  mar- 
ket, through  the  medium  of  the  encouragement  of 
manufactures,  besides  involvingjhe  certainty  of  a 
loss  in  the  oxtent  of  the  foreign  market,  equivalent 
to  the  acquisition  of  domestic  market,  led  to  an  ex- 
posure to  the  loss  of  a  much  larger  proportion,  or 
the  whole,  of  the  foreign  market  In  the  b^t  re- 
sult of  the  policy,  there  could  be  no  gain  in  the 
extent  of  market  In  a  different  result,  a  great 
deal,  of  every  thing,  in  this  respect,  might  be  lost. 
A  course  of  policy  of  this  character  could  set  up 
no  pretensions  to  the  award  of  an  impartial  judg- 
ment in  its  favor. 

Let,  then,  a  fair  account  be  stated  of  the  relative 
amount  of  advantage  or  disadvantage  to  be  antici- 
pated from  the  proposed  system,  and  how  would 
thie  balance  stand  ?  In  reference  to  the  supposed 
importance  of  the  introduction  of  domestic  sources 
of  supply  of  manufactured  articles,  the  whole  ad- 
vantage had  been  shown  to  be  contingent  on  a 
particular,  and  not  probable  or  frequent  event,  In 
reference  to  the  supposed  importance  of  the  intro- 
duction or  extension  of  a  domestic  market,  through 
the  medium  of  manufacturing  establishments,  the 
advantage  had  been  shown,  in  the  most  favorable 
view  of  it  to  be  equivocal. 

What  were  the  items  of  ofiset  to  be  stated  ?  A 
considerable  and  permanent  imposition  on  many 
of  the  articles  of  most  essential  consumption|  in 
the  amount  of  the  proposed  increase  ol  duties; 
subduction  from  agricultural  production  to  the 
amount  of  the  accession  to  ooanufactures ;  deduc- 
tion from  the  foreign,  equivalent  to  the  acquisition 
of  domestic  market;  exposure  to  the  hazard  of 
greater  and  indefinite  deduction  from  the  extent 


2027 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2(;.i 


H.  OF  R. 


Revision  of  the  Tariff. 


April,  1! 


of  the  same  market ;  and,  finally,  the  amount  of 
the  direct  or  other  taxation,  which  would  be  ren- 
dered necessary,  by  the  deficit  in  the  revenue, 
which  it  woula  be  the  efiect  (as  was  admitted)  oi 
the  adoption  of  the  proposed  system  to  occasion. 
How  striking  was  the  disproportion  of  objection 
to  the  system  which  this  statement  exhibited  !  Nor 
did  this  statement  exhibit  the  whole  objections. 

It  was  to  be  observed  further,  that  all  the  items 
of  charge  which  the  statement  presented,  were 
exclusive  charges  upon  the  ag[ricultural.  that  is  to 
say,  upon  the  predominating  interest  oi  the  com- 
munity^. The  justice  of  the  position  would  not 
be  denied  in  relation  to  any  other  than  the  last  of 
these  charges — the  addition  which  would  be  re- 
quired to  taxation  5  nor  was  it  less  incontrovertible 
in  relation  to  this  one.  That  no  part  of  this  addi- 
tion could  be  derived  from  excise  on  the  manufac- 
tures designed  to  be  protected,  was  obvious,  from 
the  consideration  that  the  efiect  of  such  an  impo- 
sition would  be  to  countervail,  in  the  proportion 
of  its  amount,  the  operation  or  the  protection.  -A 
resort  to  it,  therefore,  contemporaneously  with  the 
retention  of  the  protecting  duties,  would  be  mani- 
festly an  exercise  of  preposterous  legislation. 
Taxes  of  excise  were  not  to  be  anticipated  either 
from  the  genius  of  our  legislation,  which  was  en- 
tirely averse  to  them,  nor,  if  resorted  to,  from  the 
mode  and  place  of  imposition,  which  the  same 
consideration  would  prescribe,  could  they  fall  else- 
where than  on  the  class  of  consumers  of  the  arti- 
cles which  were  made  the  subjects  of  them.  The 
taxation  in  question,  therefore^  would  be  found  in 
no  degree  to  aQ|pt  the  manufacturing  interests  of 
the  country,  but  would  operate  as  an  exclusive 
burden  on  its  other  interests,  for  the  benefit  of  this 
peculiar  one.  The  most  influential  recommenda- 
tion of  a  resort  to  protective  duties,  in  any  instance, 
had  been  invariably  found^  in  its  allegea  tendency, 
to  an  ultimate  reduction  m  the  price  of  the  arti- 
cles in  whose  favor  it  was  proposed.  No  indem- 
nification of  this  kind,  however,  could  be  antici- 
pated in  the  circumstances  now  under  considera- 
tion. Reduction  of  price  had  but  one  source — 
augmentation  in  the  proportion  of  the  supply  of 
its  subject  to  the  demand  for  it.  In  the  case  or  the 
articles  for  which  protection  was  proposed,  the 
total  amount  of  supply  could  experience  no  in- 
crease, but,  on  the  contrary,  must  sustain  diminu- 
tion, if  left  to  exclusive  dependence  and  domestic 
resources.  And  in  the  fall,  or  in  a  greater  propor- 
tion than  the  augmentation  from  domestic,  the 
supply  from  foreifi^n  sources  must  be  reduced.  On 
this  part  of  the  subject,  there  was  the  argument  of 
a  fact  which  was  conclusive.  There  were  various 
articles  comprehended  in  one  subsisting  tarifil  on 
which,  at  a  very  early  period  in  the  history  or  our 
Government,  duties  so  heavy  had  been  charged  as 
to  have  the  efiect  of  prohibition  on  their  importa- 
tion, as  respected  any  purpose  of  a  general  supply. 
The  articles  alluded  to  were  those  which  consti- 
tuted the  first  class  in  the  distribution  of  the  former 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Dallas,  in  his  report 
upon  the  subject  laid  before  Congress  in  the  year 
1816^  when  the  subsisting  tarifi*  nad  been  under 
consideration.    Had  these  articles  (manufactures 


of  which  the  principal  material   'vras  leaiber 
wood,  for  example^)  undergone  redactioa  of  p. 
at  any  time  posterior  to  the  imposition  of  the  " 
traordinary  duties  for  their  protection  ?    Ob  • 
contrary,  had  they  not  maintained  the  dispr?  • 
tionately  high  price  which  they  derived  fron.*  • 
imposition  of  those  duties,  in  a  state  oonbcL. 
progressive  with  their  operation  ?     These  7  -: 
articles,  too,  in  relation  to  which  it  mras  to  be  ;.- 
served  that  the  materials  were  neither  mopscc. 
with  any  uncommon  difllculty  in  the  yrocmaknt, 
nor  the  preparatory  acquisitions  of  skill,  or  imitlc- 
ments.  required  for  their  manufacture,  of  aiif  c.^ 
sideraole  importance.    The  argomeot  of  a  h:: 
like  this,  admitting  no  dispute,  had  do  oceasio: 
for  reinforcement,  and  left  no  room  for  the  co:- 
tinuaoce  of  controversy. 

There  was  a  peculiar  considetstiitMi  uSectiDg 
the  condition  of  the  larger  portion  of  foreign  man- 
ufactures,  which  rendered  the  error  of  atiosptm^ 
to  substitute  the  supply  of  them  bom  domesuc 
sources,  susceptible  of  oeing  placed  in  ^  itnkicg 
point  of  view.  This  consideration  related  to  il^ 
necessary  advanta^  which  these  manufacture! 
enjoyed  m  comparison  with  the  domestic,  as  r^ 
spected  the  important  characteristic  of  cheip&ess. 
The  principal  element  in  the  price  of  any  artid^ 
was  derived  from  the  value  of  the  labor  emplo}e; 
in  producing  it.  The  principal  circumstance  ^ 
termining  the  value  of  tabor,  was  the  valneof::^' 
subsistence  required  for  its  support.  The  last  rtk. 
was  determined,  in  its  turn,  by  a  consideratioB  :ot 
merely  of  the  Kind  and  style  of  subsistesce  t3 
which  the  classes  employed  in  lahor  war  9cc^^ 
tomed. 

But  in  these  respects  the  operation  of  artzfeiii 
social  arrangements,  and  of  their  own  disfnpct- 
tionate  multiplication,  in  reference  to  tie  re^ 
lar  occasions  of  employment,  had  sunk  the  condi- 
tion of  the  laboring  classes,  in  the  countries  in-Jii 
which  we  enjoyed  the  largest  share  of  eommerr^aJ 
intercourse,  to  a  very  low  point  of  deprvsfton. 
From  the  causes  stated,  and  perhaps  some  oc&ers, 
their  modes  of  subsistence,  as  teaspeetei  both  the 
quantity  and  description  of  its  supply,  iad  become, 
to  the  last  degree,  penurious.    The  amount  of  their 
pecuniary  compensation  had  heen  (^  coarse  pro- 
portionately affected.    A  laborer  in  those  ooua- 
tries  was  in  the  practice  of  receiving  scarcely  a 
greater  number  or  pence  than  one  engaged  'v\  1 
similar  mode  of  occupation  in  ours  required  >bJ' 
lings,  in  remuneration  of  his  labor.     The  ixc^ 
sary  result  of  the  operation  of  these  cireun»t3c'f«: 
had  been  the  depression  of  the  real  value,  as  weii 
as  pecuniary  price,  of  the  pvoductions  of  hboT  in 
sucn  countries,  below  the  just  standard  of  theT&^c- 
and  price  of  productions  of  the  same  denominat:  1 
and  quality  in  our  country.    Here  was  a  peculsr 
ity,  creating  a  source  of  recommendation  of  f  • 
eign  manniactures,  of  which  sound  policy  wr^ 
teach  us  rather  to  endeavor  to  avairourselrt-" 
the  advantage,  than  obstinately  to  contend  ara--'' 
it.    A  further  source  of  similar  advantage  ▼-' 
found  in  the  peculiar  character  and  latitude  of  - 
commercial  regulations,  entirely  inconsistent  r  :> 
the  genius  of  our  institutions,  of  which  the  fiors 
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of  governmeot  a\id  polity  prevailing  in  other 
countries,  admitted  the  adoption  and  enforcement ; 
regulations^  of  which  the  policy  was  to  keep  down 
the  price  of  the  raW  material  of  manufacture,  (like 
that  by  which  the  price  of  wool  was  reduced  fifty 
per  cent,  in  Great  Britainj)orof  which  the  desicrn 
was  to  force  an  extraordmary  production  of  the 
raw  material,  like  many  of  the  regulations  of 
France,  were  exemplifications  of  the  remark.  If 
the  question  related  to  the  propriety  of  availing 
ourselves  of  the  physical  advantages  of  other  coun- 
tries in  giving  direction  to  our  commercial  policy, 
instead  of  engaging  in  an  injurious  competition 
with  these  advantages,  there  would  be  no  diversity 
of  opinion  as  to  die  course  to  be  pursued.  It  could 
not  be  made  a  question,  for  example,  whether  there 
would  be  policy  in  availing  ourselves  of,  or  in  con- 
tending with,  the  advantages  of  France  for  the 
growth  of  wines  and  olives  (supposing  that  our 
soil  and  climate  admitted  of  being  forced  to  the 
e^rowth  of  such  products,)  or  of  the  West  Indies, 
for  the  supply  of  tropical  productions.  What 
greater  reason  could  there  be  for  refusing  to  avail 
ourselves  of  the  benefit  of  political  or  social  pecu- 
liarities, presented  by  the  circumstances  of  other 
countries,  or  for  insisting  on  contending  with 
them  ?  It  might  be  affirmed  without  difficultv  that 
no  adequate  reasons  for  such  a  policy  could  be 
assigned. 

The  East  India  trade  had  been  supposed  to  fur- 
nish conclusions  opposed  to  those  which  had  been 
stated.  But,  admitting  the  injurious  character  of 
this  trade,  it  was  indebted  for  this  character  to 
circumstances  of  peculiar  operation  in  no  degree 
affecting  the  general  results  of  the  reasoning  which 
had  been  relied  on.  The  India  trade  was  Injti- 
rious,  because,  from  not  taking  our  own  immedi- 
ate productions,  it  was  in  fact  an  indirect  trade, 
and  because  it  was  unusually  remote  in  its  returns, 
and  not  in  consequence  of  its  supposed  tendency 
to  deprive  us  of  specie,  or  because  it  was  a  losing 
trade,  from  creating  an  unfavorable  balance. 

The  situation  ot  this  country,  as  respected  its 
commercial  relations,  was  peculiar,  and  extremely 
favorable.  Our  surplus  resources  of  agricultural 
productions  were  extraordinary,  and  we  enjoyed, 
in  a  laree  admission  of  our  productions  into  foreign 
ports,  tne  most  advantageous  facilities  for  me 
developement  of  these  resources.  Were  we  pos- 
sessed of  any  indefeasible  security  for  the  preser- 
vation of  this  advantageous  situation  from  the 
peculiar  character  of  our  productions,  rendering 
them  the  subjects  of  indispensable  supply  to  foreign 
nations?  This  was  so  far  from  bemg  the  fact, 
that  there  was  perhaps  scarcely  one  of  our  products 
of  exportation  which  the  countries  we  were  ac- 
customed to  furnish  did  not  enjoy  capacities  of 
producing  for  themselves,  to  the  lull  extent  of  their 
respective  occasions  of  consumption.  For  the  lib- 
eral opportunities  allowed  us  of  supplying  them, 
we  were  indebted  principally  to  a  circumstance 
foreign  altogether  to  any  peculiar  character,  or  in- 
dispensable occasion  for  tne  supply  of  our  produc- 
tions, namely,  habits  of  commercial  intercourse, 
generated  from  the  original  colonial  relation  of  all 
American  settlements  to  European  countries.    No 


eventual  disseverance  of  connexion  having  been 
apprehended,  the  itidustry  of  the  nations  of  Europe 
had  taken  its  directions  from  a  policy  of  precaution 
against  interference  witti  the  procluctions  of  the 
colonies.  It  was  the  continuance  of  these  direc- 
tions of  industry  in  European  countries,  nroduced 
chiefly  by  the  cnaracteristic  reluctance  ofindustry 
to  change,  as  respected  the  modes  of  its  employ  ment, 
which  formed  the  tenure  by  which  we  held  our 
singular  advantages  in  the  commercial  intercourse 
witn  Europe.  This  tenure  was  readily  liable  to 
rupture,  and  the  tendency  of  the  policy  at  present 
recommended  to  us  was  calculated  to  try  its 
strength.  And  what  was  the  character  of  the  con- 
sideration for  which  the  experiment  of  this  perilous 
policy  was  required  to  be  nazarded?  The  unat- 
tainaole  object  of  placing  ourselves  in  a  situation 
in  which  we  should  be  enabled  to  supply  our  pro- 
ducts to  foreign  nations,  without  proportionate 
purchases  of  their  productions  in  return.  Had  an 
instance  ever  occurred  in  which  advantages  so 
considerable  had  been  put  to  hazard  on  an  issue  so 
extravagant  1 

There  was  a  single  consideration  which  merited 
to  be  regarded  as  conclusive  against  the  policy  of 
contributing  the  proposed  encouragement  to  man- 
ufactures, and  that  was  derived  from  the  fact  of 
their  inability  to  maintain  themselves,  indepen- 
dently of  artincial  support,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  most  abundant  supply  of  their  most  essential 
materials.  If  they  required  further  advantage  in 
the  competition  with  foreign  fabrics,  than  was  sup- 
plied by  exemption  from  Uie  multifarious  expenses 
incident  to  the  transport  of  the  material,  and  re- 
transport  of  the  wrought  article  'between  Europe 
and  tliis  country,  the  inference  was  irresistible 
against  the  claims  which  were  set  up,  in  their 
behalf,  to  extraordinary  encouragement. 

One  of  the  most  persuasive  topics  of  argument 
employed  in  support  of  the  system  of  encourage- 
ment, was  derived  from  the  alleged  efficacy  of  this 
policy,  in  forwarding  a  condition  of  independence 
of  other  nations  as  respected  all  purposes  of  supply 
of  essential  commodity.  This  argument  (as  was 
the  case  of  many  others  of  influence  in  the  world) 
derived  its  efficacy  entirely  from  its  vagueness. 
It  had  already  been  shown,  that,  if  commercial 
intercourse  were  to  be  prosecuted  at  all  with  foreign 
nations,  it  could  not  oe  exempt  from  a  condition 
of  our  receiving  the  productions  of  their  soil  or 
industry  to  an  equal  amount  in  value  with  those 
with  wnich  we  supplied  them.  Absolute  indepen- 
dence, therefore,  of  other  nations,  for  purposes 
either  of  the  vent  of  our  productions,  or  of  the  sup- 
ply of  our  wants,  was  an  object  unattainable,  except 
by  the  annihilation  of  foreign  commerce.  There 
was  no  person,  however,  who  designed  a  sacrifice 
of  this  extent,  to  the  phantom  which  had  been 
conjured  up  with  the  name  of  national  indepen- 
dence. The  peculiarities  of  physical  and  moral 
character  and  condition,  which  distinguished  dif- 
ferent countries  and  nations,  bound  them  in  an 
indissoluble  chain  of  commercial  intercourse,  af- 
fording, at  the  same  time,  value  to  their  various 
productions,  and  supply  to  their  reciprocal  wants, 
and  exercise  to  their  diversfied  capacities.    Any 
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considerable  and  designed  obstruction  of  this  in- 
tercourse would  involve  the  grossest  contravention 
of  reason.  Of  the  advantages  of  a  contrary  policy, 
the  United  States  presented  the  most  striking  ex- 
ample in  human  history.  It  was  to  the  singular 
freedom  of  circulation  which  had  been  permitted 
to  the  productions  of  their  industry  and  soil,  that 
their  unparalleled  prosperity  was  to  be  principally 
ascribed.  How  egregiously,  then,  did  those  persons 
appear  to  be  misled  who  were  disposed  to  convert 
to  a  Chinese  stagnation  the  current  of  this  liberal 
and  beneficial  policy.  The  fact  was,  however, 
that  the  policy  in  question  was  endued  with  no 
tendency  of  the  character  of  that  imputed  to  it.  Its 
real  tendency  was  the  reverse.  An  extended  man- 
ufacturing system  led  directly  to  the  most  injurious 
condition  of  commercial  dependence.  The  modes 
of  the  production  of  this  enect  were  several.  The 
most  obvious  was,  the  influence  of  the  system  in 
the  abstraction  of  capital  and  labor  from  agricul- 
tural employment.  A  further  medium  of  the  same 
result  was  found  in  the  influence  of  an  extended 
manufacturing  population,  by  the  extraordinary 
demand  it  created  for  less  essential  articles  of  con- 
sumption, (meats,  dbc.,)  to  occasion  an  undue  di- 
version of  land  from  the  production  of  corn,  the 
principal  element  of  subsistence,  as  well  as  many 
of  the  most  important  materials  of  manufactures. 
Capital,  labor,  and  land,  the  sources  of  supply, 
were  all  diverted,  in  undue  and  injurious  propor- 
tions, from  the  production  of  the  most  essential 
subjects  of  supply,  by  tbe  operation  of  an  extended 
system  of  manufacturing.  Such  a  system  was, 
therefore,  in  the  highest  degree,  unfavorable  to  a 
condition  of  national  independence,  as  respected 
occasions  of  importation.  It  was  no  less  so  as 
respected  those  of  exportation.  The  natural  ad- 
vance of  countries  engaged  in  supplying  others 
with  agricultural  productions,  by  the  correspondent 
^owth  of  population  and  domestic  demand  for 
these  productions,  which  accompanied  thatad  vance, 
led  to  a  progressive  diminution  in  the  amount  oi 
the  supply  for  external  purposes.  The  occat^ion 
and  demand  of  these  countries,  too,  for  foreign 
products,  must  undergo  reduction  in  proportion  as 
the  domestic  was  found  available,  and  came  to  be 
relied  on.  Both  the  supply,  then,  of  the  subsistence 
and  materials  of  industry,  from  such  countries  to 
the  manufacturing  countries  depending  on  them, 
and  their  consumption  of  the  manufactures  of  these 
last  countries,  must  be  liable  to  a  declension  per- 
petually progressive^  as  respected  their  amounts. 
The  operation  of  this  state  of  things  on  the  man- 
ufacturing countries  required  no  explanation.  Let 
the  occasional  influence  of  unfavorable  seasons  on 
political  vicissitudes,  in  afiecting  the  regularity  of 
commercial  supply  and  demand,  be  regarded,  in 
addition,  and  the  true  character  of  the  policy  under 
discussion,  in  the  relation  in  which  it  was  now 
examined,  would  be  presented  in  a  just  point  of 
view.  Tne  effects  of  this  policy  were  not,  indeed, 
susceptible  of  complete  realization,  as  respected  a 
country  of  the  immense  and  almost  boundless  extent 
and  capacity  of  production  of  the  United  States. 
Thedevelopement  of  its  operation  would,  however, 
be  complete  as  respected  the  different  sections  of 


the  country,  considered  in  their  relations  tn*.. 
other.    The  sections  in  which  the  manufaci-.' 
system  should  come  to  prevail   extensive ly.  . 
northern,  &c.,)  must  be  subjected  toa  depeiict 
such  as  had  been  described,  on    the  quarter  v.  . 
would  remain  exclusively  en^^^ed  in  agric.; 
(the  southern  section.)     if  the  parts  -were  d*-: 
to  a  disseverance  of  their  present  political  c    - 
eracy,  the  disadvantage  of  such  a  state  of  Li.l: 
had  been  described,  to  the  northern  seciioii^  w',  : 
be  aggravated  beyond  its  effect  in  tbe  ca-r .;.: 
ordinary  foreign  nation,  by  tbe  influence  ot  ib^.- 
tablepoiitical  jealousies,  and  the  feelings  gtiK*. 
by  the  rivalry  of  neighborhood.     If  the  an!' 
racy  were  to  continue,  on  the  other  band,  a  ^- 
dominating  influence  would  be   acquired  lo  :: 
southern  section  in  the  General  Couocii  and  A. 
ministration.     Such  an  inclination  of  tbe  balanc 
of  influence  would,  (in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  >ljiciii:i{.; 
be  attended  with  far  less  hazard,  of  an  a^ire  or 
injurious  employment  of  tbe  powa  it  ironld  con- 
vey, than  an  inclination  in  tbe  contrary  duecwjii. 
Inclination  in  any  direction,  however,  piodDe^L 
by  artificial  means,  was  no  subject  for  approbate : 

But  the  objection  of  greatest  force  to  an  a- 
tended  manufacturing  system  related  to  the  dj 
acter  of  the  population  it  bad  a  tendency  to  !>:rL. 
What  kind  of  population  was  it?    A  popular  . 
distorted  and  decrepid,  as  respects  both  bodik  i. 
mental  endowments,  equally  marked  by  imbh*.. 
and  abasement.    How  unlike  our  ancestors  2ct>- 
ing  the  Revolution,  or  meriting  tbe  spleodiirih 
lo^y  which  described  them  as  pursuing  the  obn- 
of  commercial  enterprise,  with  eqiMl  iDtrfpiC^r. 
sagacity,  and  perseverance,  under  every  nr*ii}  i 
difficulty  and  climate,  beneath    the  eqxjxkid 
heats,  or  amid  the  tumblinj^    mountaios  cf  '.:e, 
under  the  frozen  serpent  oi   the  pole!  iLhry;^ 
manufacturing  establishments,   the  worn  eTU: 
physical  and  moral,  found  their  source  or  refcgc 
It  wa<%  in  such  nurseries  that  pestUence  ms  J3x>* 
accustomed  to  take  its  birth  and  collect  its  rriiois 
It  was  in  these  armories  that  death  best  ddighted 
to  forge  his  arrows,  and  made  the  iistiodmon 
efiectual  essay  of  their  virtue.     Tbe  monl  erils 
derived  from  the  same  sources  were  of  a  character 
no  less  conspicuous.    It  was  not  less  true  of  mti^ 
than  it  was  of  material  subjects,  that,  when  coV 
lected  and  kept  in  groups  and  masses,  ibey  wa' 
prone  to  undergo  a  Termentive  process,  and  \o  zr 
sunie  a  putrefactive  condition.     Among  ciTiiir-' 
nations,  accordingly,''  the  heated  and  sar^arn: 
atmosphere  of  extensive  manufacturing  esta^. La- 
ments was  found  to  present  the  situation  iiK^t  os- 
avorable  to  moral  nanity. 

It  was  in  a  political  view,  however,  tiax  v^ 
evil  of  an  extended  manufacturing  populatioT^^^ 
the  most  striking.    This  portion  of  populaticn  vn 
not  to  be  excluded  from  political  rights.    And  wl  . 
was  their  qualification  likely  to  prove  for  the  ►: 
ercise  of  such  rights  ?    In  the  most  favorable  jr*^ . 
ral  estimate,  depending  for  the  means  of  occ  : 
tion  and  subsistence  on  the  class  of  empioyer:^,  u^ 
were  to  be  regarded  as  liable  to  become  tbe  c  ' 
instruments  of  that  class,  in  the  discbar^  of  pc 
cal  functions.    This  was  no  ordinary  evil.    B^ 


2033 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2034 


April,  1820. 


lUvisiwi  of  the  Tariff, 


H.  or  a. 


let  occasions  of  severe  general  distress,  or  political 
excitement,  be  taken  into  view,  and  in  what  light 
was  this  population  then  to  be  regarded  ?  As  an 
element  of  civil  distemper^  distributed  through  the 
State,  liable,  with  the  slightest  incitement  from 
accident  or  mismanagement,  to  be  awakened  into 
paroxysm.  Nor  were  the  disorders  to  which  this 
description  of  population  was  prone  by  any  means 
the  most  iniurious  of  the  evils  attendant  on  it.  A 
far  worse  characteristic  was  its  tendency,  through 
the  medium  of  this  liability  to  disorder,  to  give  oc- 
casion to  an  arbitrary  administration  of  Uovern- 
ment,  and.  finally,  to  injurious  modifications  of 
the  form  ot  it.  By  the  frequent  recurrence  of  civil 
disorders,  or  manifestation  of  disposition  to  them, 
Government  became  supplied  with  incitements 
and  opportunity  for  the  exercise  and  permanent 
assumption  of  dangerous  powers,  and  their  sub- 
jects with  inducements  for  submission  to  them, 
as  a  refuge  against  more  intolerable  calamities. 
These  views  were  neither  visionary  nor  question- 
able. They  derived  abundant  confirmation  from 
the  suggestions  both  of  reason  and  experience. 
Other  nations,  indeed,  had  not  always  had  it  in 
their  power  to  avoid  the  admission  of  a  manufac- 
turing policy  to  a  considerable  extent.  There 
were  circumstances  distinguishing  the  phvsical  or 
political  condition  of  some  countries,  ana  a  stage 
m  the  progress  of  society,  of  which  an  extensive 
prevalence  of  the  manufacturing  system  was  to  be 
considered  the  natural  result  or  attendant.  The. 
peculiarity  of  the  error  of  which  we  evinced  a  dis- 
position to  be  guilty,  would  consist  in  the  volun- 
tary, artificial,  and  premature  introduction  of  this 
sy  stem,which  other  nations  had  wanted,  and  we  our- 
selves might  eventually  want,  the  power  to  escape 
from.  With  those,  however,  who  entertained  a  dif- 
ferent opinion  as  respected  the  value  of  the  system, 
the  objection  to  premature  introduction  ought  to 
have  an  undiminished  weight,  as  this  mode  of  in- 
troduction could  not  fail  to  ne  attended  with  an 
impairment,  both  of  its  stability  and  advantages. 

The  true  operation  of  this  manufacturing  policy 
was  so  clearly  evinced,  in  the  greater  liability  of 
the  manufacturing  classes  to  suffering  in  seajsons 
of  distress,  that,  if  the  question  could  be  entirely 
disconnected  from  sympathy  for  subsistinff  or  re- 
cent distress,  the  expectation  was  no  untair  one, 
that  the  room  for  diversity  of  opinion  would  be 
materially  diminished.  In  relation  to  this  part  of 
the  subject,  however,  it  was  to  be  recollected,  that 
the  occasion  furnished  no  proper  scope  for  the  in- 
dulgence of  sympathy ;  and,  in  a  juster  view  of 
the  question,  it  could  not  be  good  policy  to  main- 
tain, by  the  force  of  le^blation^  a  system  which  it 
woiud  not  be  good  policy  to  originate. 

On  the  view  of  the  proposed  policv  which  re- 
lated to  its  probable  operation  on  tne  revenue, 
(which,  in  its  general  results,  was  perhaps  suffi- 
ciently obvious,)  Mr.  A.  would  only  make  the 
single  remark,  that  when  the  interests  of  revenue 
and  manufactures  were  both  admitted  to  be  suf- 
ferin£^  under  severe  depression,  the  policy  must,  to 
say  tne  least  of  it,  be  questionable,  which  proposed 
the  sacrifice  of  one,  and  that  not  the  least  impor- 
tant, of  these  interests,  for  the  promotion  of  the  otner. 


Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  A.  regarded  the  bill  as  in- 
volving an  imposition  considerable  in  amount,  and 
which  was  neither  just  in  its  principle  nor  equal 
in  its  operation.  The  beneficial  results  antici- 
pated from  its  adoption  he  considered  as  illusory, 
and  conceived,  on  the  contrary,  that  its  operation 
would  be  found  fraught  with  no  ordinary  detri- 
ment to  the  most  essential  interests  of  the  com- 
munity. He  could  not  but  hope,  therefore,  that 
it  would  oljtain  the  sin^^ular  testimony  to  its  merit 
which  the  chairman  of  the  committee  (Mr.  Bald- 
win) had  spoken  of  as  the  most  conclusive  and 
unquestionable,  viz :  that  of  giving  dissatisfaction 
to  every  part  of  the  House.  This  praise  it  had 
already  earned,  as  respected  one  quarter  of  the 
House;  and  it  was  attended  by  the  hearty  good 
wishes  of  Mr.  A.  for  similar  success  in  every  other 
quarter.  To  the  general  principle  of  this  meas- 
ure, he  could  not  express  his  objection  more  aptly 
than  in  the  reason  assigned  by  an  ancient  Englisn 
patriot,  when  called  to  expiate  his  attachment  to 
liberty  on  the  scaffold,  for  resistance  to  an  arbi- 
trary Government.  He  said  he  had  never  been 
able  to  discover  that  "  some  men  came  into  the 
world  with  saddles  on  their  backs,  and  others 
booted  and  spurred  to  ride  them."  Neither  could 
Mr.  A.  admit  that  parties  came  into  the  Federal 
Union  in  any  such  relative  conditions.  And  he 
would  take  occasion  to  warn  gentlemen  who 
thought,  by  means  of  the  present  or  any  other  in- 
justice, to  mount  upon  the  backs  of  the  Southern 
people,  that  they  would  find  their  seats  neither 
pleasant,  nor  so  entirely  secure  but  that  they  might 
chance  to  encoimter  a  fall,  from  the  effects  of 
which  it  might  not  be  easy  to  recover. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  the  Chair  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  whatever  may  be  the  value  of 
my  opinions  upon  the  interesting  subject  now  be- 
fore us,  they  have  not  been  hastily  formed.  It 
may  possibly  be  recollected  by  some  gentlemen 
that  I  expressed  them  when  the  existing  tariff  was 
adopted;  and  that  I  then  urged  that  the  period  of 
the  termination  of  a  war,  during  which  the  man- 
ufacturing industry  of  the  country  had  received  a 
S>werful  spring,  was  precisely  that  period  when 
overnment  was  alike  impelled,  by  duty  and  in- 
terest, to  protect  it  against  the  iree  admission  of 
forei^  fabrics,  consequent  upon  a  state  of  peace. 
I  insisted,  on  that  occasion,  that  a  less  measure  of 
protection  would  prove  more  efficacious,  at  that 
time  than  one  of  greater  extent  at  a  future  day. 
My  wishes  prevailed  only  in  part ',  and  we  are 
now  called  upon  to  decide  whether  we  will  cor- 
rect the  error  which,  I  think,  we  then  committed. 

In  considering  the  subject,  the  first  imi)ortant 
inquiry  that  we  should  make  is,  whether  it  be  de- 
sirable that  such  a  portion  of  the  capital  and  labor 
of  the  country  should  be  employed,  in  the  business 
of  manufacturing,  as  would  furnish  a  supply  of  our 
necessary  wants?  Since  the  first  colonization  of 
America,  the  principal  direction  of  the  labor  and 
capital  of  the  inhabitants  has  been  to  produce  raw 
materials  for  the  consumption  or  fabrication  of 
foreign  nations.  We  have  always  had,  in  ffreat 
abundance,  the  means  of  subsistence,  but  we  oave 
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derived  chiefly- from  other  coan tries  our  clothes 
and  the  instrumeDts  of  defence.  Except  during 
those  interruptions  of  commerce  arising  from  a 
state  of  war,  or  from  measures  adopted  ibr  vindi- 
cating our  commercial  rights,  we  have  experienced 
no  very  great  inconvenience  heretofore  lirom  this 
mode  of  supply.  The  limited  amount  of  our  sur- 
plus produce,  resulting  from  the  smallness  of  our 
numbers,  and  the  long  and  arduous  convulsions  of 
Europe,  secured  us  good  markets  for  that  surplus 
in  her  ports  or  those  of  her  colonies.  But  those 
convulsions  have  now  ceased,  and  our  population 
has  reached  nearly  ten  millions.  A  new  epoch 
has  arisen,  and  it  becomes  us  to  deliberately  con- 
template our  own  actual  condition,  and  the  rela- 
tions which  are  likely  to  exist  between  us  and  the 
other  parts  of  the  world.  The  actual  state  of  our 
population,  and  the  ratio  of  its  progressive  increase 
when  compared  with  the  ratio  of  the  increase  of 
the  population  of  the  countries  which  have  hith- 
erto consumed  our  raw  produce,  seem  to  me  alone 
to  demonstrate  the  necessity  of  diverting  some  por- 
tion of  our  industry  from  its  accustomed  employ- 
ment. We  duplicate  our  population  in  about  the 
term  of  twenty-five  years.  If  there  be  no  change 
in  the  mode  oi  exerting  our  industry,  we  shall  du- 
plicate, in  the  same  term,  the  amount  of  our  ex- 
portable produce.  Europe,  including  such  of  her 
colonies  as  we  have  free  access  to,  taken  alto- 
gether, does  not  duplicate  her  population  in  a 
shorter  term  probably  than  one  hundred  vears. 
The  ratio  of  the  increase  of  her  capacity  ot  con- 
sumption, therefore,  is  to  that  of  our  capacity  of 
production  as  one  is  to  four.  And  it  is  manifest, 
from  this  simple  exhibition  of  the  powers  of  the 
consuming  countries,  compared  with  those  of  the 
supplying  country,  that  the  former  are  inadequate 
to  the  latter.  It  is  certainly  true,  that  a  portion  of 
the  mass  of  our  raw  produce,  which  we  transmit 
to  her,  re7ert  sto  ns  in  a  fabricated  form,  and  that 
this  return  augments  with  our  increasing  popula- 
tion. This  is,  however,  a  very  inconsiderable  ad- 
dition to  her  actual  ability  to  afford  a  market  for 
the  produce  of  our  industry. 

I  believe  that  we  are  already  beginning  to  ex- 
perience this  want  of  capacity  in  Europe  to  con- 
sume our  surplus  produce.  Take  the  great  arti- 
cles of  cotton,  tobacco,  and  breadstufis.  For  the 
latter  we  have  scarcely  any  foreign  demand.  And 
is  there  not  reason  to  believe  that  we  have  reached, 
if  we  have  not  passed,  the  maximum  of  the  for- 
eign demand  for  the  otner  two  articles  ?  Consid- 
erations connected  with  the  cheapness  of  cotton, 
as  a  raw  material,  and  the  facility  with  which  it 
can  be  fabricated,  will  probably  make  it  be  more 
and  more  used  as  a  substitute  for  other  materials. 
But  after  you  allow  to  the  demand  for  it  the  ut- 
most extension  of  which  it  is  susceptible,  it  is  yet 
limited — ^limited  by  the  number  of  persons  who 
use  it,  their  wants,  and  their  ability  to  supply  them. 
If  we  have  not  reached,  therefore,  the  maximum 
of  the  foreign  demand — as  I  believe  we  have — we 
must 'soon  fully  satisfy  it.  With  respect  to  to- 
bacco, that  article  afibrded  an  enjoyment  not  ne- 
cessaiy,  as  food  and  clothes  are,  to  human  exist- 
ence, the  foreign  demand  for  it  is  still  more  preca-  I 


nous,  and  I  apprehend  that  we  have  already  pi  • 
the  limits  of  it.    It  appears  to   me,  then,  i:^ 
we  consult  our  interest  merciy,  inre  oughr  i 
courage  home  manufactures.    But  there  wor.*^ 
motives  recommending  it,  of  not  less  ixnpsmi  v. 
The  wants  of  man  may  be  classed  un^d.'  •. 
great  heads — food,  raiment,  and    defence.  !:.. 
are  feltalike  in  the  state  of  barbarity  and  iB  ti.  _' 
civilization.     He  must  be  defended  agaist  ^ 
ferocious  beasts  of  prey  in  the  one  eondiii^^  sl. 
against  the  ambition,  violence,  and  injosticf.::^- 
dent  to  the  other.    If  he  seeks  to  obtain  a  n:^ . . 
of  those  wants,  without  giving  an  equirakfil  i- 
is  a  beggar  or  a  robber ;  if,  by  promising  ao  efi  r 
alent  which  he  cannot  give,  he  is  fraudnJeai :  ai 
if  by  a  commerce,  in  which  there  is  perfect  fr^ 
dom  on  his  side,  whilst  he  meets  with  DOthing  k 
restrictions  on  the  other,  he  submits  to  an  udjil< 
and  degrading  inequality.     IVhit  is  fme  of  indt- 
viduals  is  equally  so  of  nations.   The  coudItt, 
then,  which  relies  upon  foreign  nUkas  for  «th€T 
of  those  great  essentials,  is  not  in  fact,mdcpeiLd«ni. 
Nor  is  it  any  compensation  for  oui  depuiAciK': 
upon  other  nations,  that  they  also  are  depe&ikri 
upon  us,  if  it  were  true.    E  very  n ation  should  ui- 
iously  endeavor  to  establish  its  absolute  indepeii- 
ence,  and,  consequently,  to  feed  and  clothe  ii: 
defend  itself.    If  it  rdy  upon  a  foreign  sopprr 
that  may  be  cut  ofi*  by  the  caprice  of  the  n^L: 
making  it,  by  war  with  it,  or  by  war  even  hil 
other  nations.    But  it  is  not  true  that  any  (kI^ 
nations  depend  upon  us  in  a  degree  any  thijic  jie 
equal  to  that  of  our  depjendence  upon  them,  ^r  '-^^ 
great  necessaries  to  which  I  have  referred.  Evtr. 
other  nation  seeks  to  supply  itself  with  tkes  /rsn 
its  own  resources ;  and  so  strong  is  the  dese  wiuirh 
they  feel  to  accomplish  this  purpos^  tfait  tker  ei- 
clude  the  cheaper  foreign  article  for  die  d^>-T 
home  production.    Witness  the  Bnghsh  poliCT  j 
regard  to  corn.     So  selfish,  in  this  reelect,  L>  ti* 
conduct  of  the  other  Powers,  that,  ia  some  i.-h 
stances,  they  even  prohibit  the  produce  <^  tbf  in- 
dustry  of  their  own  colonies,  when  it  comes  inio 
competition  with  the  produce  of  the  jwent  coun- 
try.   All  other  countries  but  our  oira  adade,  by 
high  duties,  or  absolute  prohife'dcns,  whatever 
they  can,  respectively,  produce  vithin  themseh?^ 
The  truth  is,  and  it  was  in  vain  to  dis^cse  it.  ii^*- 
we  are  a  sort  of  independent  colonies  of  EiBgland— 
politically  free,  commercially  slaTes.    GentW.fi 
tell  us  the  advantages  of  a  free  exchange  of  -t. 
produce  of  the  world.    But  they  tell  usof  w;^: 
never  has  existed,  does  not  exist,  and  per.^.^ 
never  will  exist.     They  invoke  us  to  give  pertVct 
freedom  on  our  side;  whilst,  in  the  ports  of  t^'-^V 
other  nation,  we  are  met  with  a  code  of  odK-^' 
restrictions,  shutting  out  entirely  a  great  pan  . 
our  produce,  and  letting  in  only  so  much  as  x: 
cannot  possibly  do  without.    I  will  hereafter  •:* 
mine  their  favorite  maxim,  of  leaving  ihin^ 
themselves,  more  particularly.    At   present  IV 
only  say.  that  I  am,  too,  a  friend  to  free  trade^  I. 
mustbetree  trade  of  perfect  reciprocity.    Ifthf: 
erning  consideration  were  cheapness;  if  nat}/' 
independence  were  to  weigh  nothing';   if  b^'- 
nothmg ;  why  not  subsidize  foreign  Pomrers  to  l 
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fend  as  ?    Why  not  hire  Swiss  or  Hessian  annies ' 
to  protect  as  ?    Why  not  get  oar  arms  of  all  kinds, 
as  we  do,  in  part,  the  blankets  and  clothing  of  our 
soldiers,  from  abroad  ?    We  should  probably  con- 
sult economy  by  these  dangerous  expedients. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  there  are  to  the  manufac- 
turing system  some  inherent  objections  which 
should  induce  us  to  avoid  its  introduction  into  this 
country ;  and  we  are  warned  by  the  example  of 
England,  by  her  pauperism,  by  the  vices  of  her 
population,  her  wars^  Ac.  It  would  be  a  strange 
order  of  Providence,  if  it  were  true,  that  he  should 
create  necessary  and  indispensable  wants,  and  yet 
should  render  us  unable  to  supply  them,  without 
the  degradation  or  contamination  of  our  species. 

Pauperism  is,  in  the  general,  the  effect  of  an 
overflowing  population.  Manutactures  may,  un- 
doabtedly,  produce  a  redundant  population;  but 
so  may  commerce,  and  so  may  agriculture.  In 
this  respect  they  are  alike;  and.  from  whatever 
cause  the  disproportion  of  a  population  to  the  sub- 
sisting faculty  of  a  country  mav  proceed,  its  effect 
of  pauperism  is  the  same.  Many  parts  of  Asia 
would  exhibit,  perhaps,  as  afflicting  effects  of  an 
extreme  prosecution  of  the  agricultural  system,  as 
England  can  possibly  furnish  respectinjSf  the  man- 
ufacturing. It  was  not,  however,  fair  to  argue 
from  these  extreme  cases,  against  either  the  one 
system  or  the  other.  There  are  abuses  incident 
to  every  branch  of  industry,  to  every  profession. 
It  would  not  be  thought  very  just  or  wise  to  ar- 
raign the  honorable  professions  of  law  and  phvsic, 
because  the  one  produces  the  pettifogger,  ana  the 
other  the  quack.  Even  in  England,  it  nad  been 
established  by  the  diligent  search  of  Colquhoun, 
from  the  most  authentic  evidence,  the  judicial  re- 
cords of  the  country,  that  the  instances  of  crime 
were  much  more  numerous  in  the  agricultural, 
than  in  the  manufacturing  districts ;  thus  proving 
that  the  cause  of  wretchedness  and  vice,  in  that 
country,  vras  to  be  sought  for,  not  in  this  or  that 
system,  so  much  as  in  the  fact  of  the  density  of 
its  population.  France  resembles  this  country 
more  than  England,  in  respect  to  the  emj^oyments 
of  her  population ;  and  we  do  not  find  that  there 
is  any  thing  in  the  condition  of  the  manufacturing 
portion  of  it  which  ought  to  dissuade  us  from  the 
introduction  of  it  into  our  own  country.  But  even 
France  has  not  that  great  security  against  the 
abuses  of  the  manufacturing  system,  against  the 
effects  of  too  great  a  density  of  population,  which 
we  possess  in  our  waste  lands.  Whilst  this  re- 
source exists  we  have  nothing  to  apprehend.  Do 
capitalists  give  too  low  wages;  are  the  laborers 
too  crowded,  and  in  danger  of  starving?  The 
unseated  lands  will  draw  off  the  redundancy,  and 
leave  the  others  better  provided  for.  If  an  unset- 
tled province,  such  as  Texas,  for  example,  could, 
by  some  convulsion  of  nature,  be  wafted  along 
side  of,  and  attached  to,  the  island  of  Great  Britain, 
the  instantaneous  effect  would  be,  to  draw  off  the 
redundant  nortion  of  its  population,  and  to  render 
more  comfortable  both  the  emigrants  and  those 
whom  they  would  leave  behind.  I  am  aware  that, 
whilst  the  public  domain  is  an  acknowledged 
security  agamst  the  abuses  of  the  manufacturing. 


or  any  other  system,  it  constitutes,  at  the  same 
time,  an  impediment,  in  the  opinion  of  some,  to 
the  success  of  manuiacturin^  industry,  by  its  ten- 
dency to  prevent  the  reduction  of  tne  wages  of 
labor.  Those  who  urge  this  objection  have  their 
eyes  too  much  fixed  on  the  ancient  system  of  man- 
ufacturing, when  manual  labor  was  the  principal 
instrument  which  it  employed.  During  the  last 
half  century,  since  the  inventions  of  Arkwright, 
and  the  long  train  of  improvements  which  fol- 
lowed, the  laoor  of  machinery  is  principally  used. 
I  have  understood,  from  sources  of  information 
which  I  believe  to  be  accurate,  that  the  combined 
force  of  all  the  machinery  employed  by  Great 
Britain,  in  manufacturing,  is  equal  to  the  labor  of 
on6  hundred  millions  of  able-bodied  men.  If  we 
suppose  the  aggregate  of  the  labor  of  all  the  indi- 
viduals which  she  employs  in  that  branch  of  in- 
dustry to  be  equal  to  tne  united  labor  of  two  mil- 
lions of  able-bodied  men,  (and  I  should  think  it 
does  not  exceed  it,)  machine  labor  will  stand  to 
manual  labor,  in  the  proportion  of  one  hundred  to 
two.  There  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  we  have  skill 
and  enterprise  enough  to  command  the  requisite 
amount  of  machine  power. 

There  are,  too,  some  checks  to  emigration  from 
the  settled  parts  of  our  country  to  the  wastelands 
of  the  West.  Distance  is  one,  and  it  is  every  day 
becoming  greater  and  greater.  There  exists,  also, 
a  natural  repugnance  (felt  less,  it  is  true,  in  the 
United  States  than  elsewhere,  out  felt  even  here) 
to  abandoning  the  place  of  our  nativity.  Women 
and  children,  who  could  not  migrate,  and  who 
would  be  comparativelv  idle  if  manufactures  did 
not  exist,  may  be  profitably  employed  in  them. 
This  is  a  verv  ^reat  benefit.  I  witnessed  the  ad- 
vantage resulting  from  the  employment  of  this 
description  of  our  population,  in  a  visit  which  I 
lately  made  to  the  Waltham  manufactory,  near 
Boston.  There  some  hundreds  of  girls  and  boys 
were  occupied  in  separate  apartments.  The  great- 
est order,  neatness,  and  apparent  comfort,  reigned 
throughoat  the  whole  establishment.  The  daugh- 
ters of  respectable  farmers — in  one  instance  I  re- 
member the  daughter  of  a  Senator  in  the  State 
Legislature — ^were  usefully  occupied.  They  would 
come  down  to  the  manufactory,  remain  perhaps 
some  months,  and  return,  with  their  earnings,  to 
assist  them  throughout  the  vear.  But  one  in- 
stance had  occurred,  I  was  informed  by  the  intel- 
ligent manager,  of  doubtful  conduct  on  the  part 
of  any  of  the  females,  and  after  she  was  dis- 
missed, there  was  reason  to  believe  that  injustice 
had  been  done  her.  Suppose  that  establishment 
to  be  destroyed,  what  would  become  of  all  the 
persons  who  are  thus  engaged  so  beneficially  to 
themselves,  and  so  usefully  to  the  State?  Can  it 
be  doubted  that,  if  the  crowds  of  little  boys  and 
girls  who  infest  this  Capitol,  and  assail  us  every 
day,  at  its  very  doors,  as  we  come  in  and  go  out, 
begging  for  a  cent,  were  employed  in  some  manu- 
facturing establishment,  it  would  be  better  for 
them  and  the  city?  Those  who  object  to  the 
manufacturing  system,  should  recollect,  that  con- 
stant occupation  is  the  best  security  for  innocence 
and  virtue,  and  that  idleness  is  the  parent  of  vice 
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and  crime.  They  should  contemplate  the  labor- 
ing poor  with  employment,  and  ask  themselves 
what  would  be  their  condition  without  it.  If  there 
are  instances  of  hard  taskmasters  among  the  man- 
ufacturers, so  there  are  in  agriculture.  The  cause 
is  to  be  sought  for,  not  in  the  nature  of  this  or 
that  system,  but  in  the  nature  of  man.  If  there 
are  particular  species  of  unhealthy  employment  in 
manufacturing,  so  there  are  in  agriculture  also. 
There  has  been  an  idle  attempt  to  ridicule  the 
manufacturing  system,  and  we  have  heard  the 
expressions  "spinning  jenny  tenure.''  It  is  one 
of  the  noblest  mventions  of  human  skill.  It  has 
diffused  comforts  among  thousands  who  would 
have  never  enjoyed  them  but  for  it ;  and  unborn 
millions  will  bless  the  man  who  invented  it. 
Three  inventions  have  distinguished  the  last  half 
century,  each  of  which,  if  it  had  happened  at 
long  intervals  of  time  from  the  other,  would  have 
been  sufficient  to  constitute  an  epoch  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  useful  arts.  The  nrst  was  that  of 
Arkwright ;  and  our  own  country  was  entitled  to 
the  merit  of  the  other  two.  The  world  is  indebted 
to  Whitney  for  the  one,  and  to  Fulton  for  the 
other.  Nothing  is  secure  against  the  shafts  of 
ridicule.  What  would  be  thought  of  a  man  who 
should  speak  of  a  cotton  gin  tenure,  or  a  steam- 
boat tenure?  In  one  respect  there  is  a  great  dif- 
ference in  favor  of  manufactures,  when  compared 
with  agriculture.  It  is  the  rapidity  with  which 
the  whole  manufacturing  community  avail  them- 
selves of  an  improvement.  It  is  instantly  com- 
municated and  put  in  operation.  There  is  an 
avidity  for  improvement  in  the  one  system,  an 
aversion  from  it  in  the  other.  The  habits  of  gen- 
eration after  generation  pass  down  the  long  tract 
of  time,  in  perpetual  succession,  without  the  slight- 
est change  in  agriculture.  The  ploughman  who 
fastens  his  plough  to  the  tails  of  his  cattle,  will 
not  own  that  there  is  any  other  mode  equal  to 
his.  An  agricultural  people  will  be  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  other  communities  who  have  made  the 
^eatest  progress  in  husbandry,  without  advancing 
in  the  slightest  degree.  Many  parts  of  our  coun- 
try are  one  hundred  years  in  advance  of  Sweden 
in  the  cultivation  ana  improvement  of  the  soil. 

It  is  objected,  that  the  effect  of  the  encourage- 
ment of  home  manufactures,  by  the  proposed 
tariff,  will  be,  to  diminish  the  revenue  from  the 
customs.  The  amount  of  the  revenue  from  that 
source  will  depend  upon  the  amount  of  importa- 
tions, and  the  measure  of  these  will  be  the  value 
of  the  exports  from  this  country.  The  quantity 
of  the  exportable  produce  will  depend  upon  the 
foreign  demand ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that, 
under  any  distribution  of  the  labor  and  capital  of 
this  country,  from  the  greater  allurements  which 
agriculture  presents  than  any  other  species  of  in- 
dustry, there  will  be  always  a  quantity  of  its  pro- 
duce sufficient  to  satisfy  that  demand.  If  there 
be  a  diminution  in  the  ability  of  foreign  nations 
to  consume  our  raw  produce,  in  the  proportion  of 
our  diminished  consumption  of  theirs,  under  the 
operation  of  this  system,  that  will  be  compensated 
by  the  substitution  of  a  home  to  a  foreign  mar- 
ket, in  the  same  proportion.    It  is  true,  that  we 


cannot  remain  in  the  relation  of  sdler  cl.^ 
foreign  Powers,  for  any  leng^th  of  time ;  bo:  . 
I  have  no  doubt,  our  agriculture  'v^iU  conbs  . 
supply,  as  far  as  it  can  profitably,  to  the  tii*:.; 
the  limit  of  the  foreign  demand,  ^w^e  sluii'.'^.r 
not  only  in  return  many  of  the  articles  c<  ?:  r 
the  tariff  operates,  for  our  ovni  consumy^^i^' 
they  may  also  form  the  objects   of  mi-  ^.ii 
South  America  and  other  Po^^ers,  and  cku  "  z.- 
forts  may  be  multiplied  by  the  import^i:^!  . 
other  articles.    Diminished  consumptioiti^  *i:h 
sequence  of  the  augmentation  of  duties,  k^.  i^  j 
necessarily  imply  diminished  revenue.    Tit  n- 
crease  of  the  duty  may  compensate  the  decitt- 
in  the  consumption,  and  give  you  as  iMTge  a  ^e  ^ 
nue  as  you  before  derived. 

Can  any  one  doubt  the  impolicr  of  Gorcr- 
ment  resting  solely  upon  the  preearioas resource  c: 
such  a  revenue?    It  is  constant/y  iiaclnafjo^.    li 
tempts  us,  by  its  enormous  amflont,  at  one  time, 
into  extravagant  expenditure ;  and  ire  an  then 
driven,  by  its  sudden  and  unexpeeted  Aeptc^^vji^. 
into  the  opposite  extreme.     We  are  sedot^  by  lu 
flattering  promises  into  expenses  which  we  mi£L 
avoid ;  and  we  are  afterwards  constiaiBed,  bi  ti 
treachery,  to  avoid  expenses  -which  we  ott^l'  t 
make.    It  is  a  system  under  which  there  b  a  >  - 
of  perpetual  war  between  the  interest  of  the  G 
ernment,  and  the  interest  of  the  people.   L:c 
importations  fill  the  coffers  of  GoveroineBL  lu 
empty  the  pockets  of  the  people.     Small  impsrr:- 
tions  imply  prudence  on  the  part  of  the  j^ptc. 
and  leave  the  Treasury  empty.     In  wartbert^r 
nue  disappears ;  in  peace  it  is  unsteady.   Od  sKt 
a  system  the  Government  will  not  be  able  msc^* 
longer  exclusively  to  rdy.     We  all  antidpaiftkf 
we  shall  have  shortly  to  resort  to  some  aitit.0^ 
supply  of  revenue  within  ourselves.    1  was  oj- 

r>sed  to  the  total  repeal  of  the  internal  i^tL» 
would  have  preserved  certain  parts  of  it  at  lets: 
to  be  ready  for  emergencies,  such  as  now  exisL 
And  I  am.  for  one,  ready  to  exclude  for^  spl- 
its altogetiier,  and  substitute  to  the  nfemKkmd 
on  them  a  tax  upon  the  spirits  made  jnthmihe 
countryr.  No  other  nation  lets  in  »  nach  o(  ibi- 
eign  spirits  as  we  do.  By  the  eBCOoiieeiDcni  of 
home  industry  you  will  lay  a  basis  ^  inteitkai 
taxation,  when  it  jgets  strong,  that  w))l  be  steads 
and  uniform,  yielding  alike  in  peace  and  in  wa: 
We  do  not  derive  our  ability  from  abroad  to  p* 
taxes.  That  de{>ends  upon  our  -wedth  a&d  c^-' 
industry  ;  and  it  is  the  same,  whatever  maf  be ::: 
form  ot  levying  the  public  contributions. 

But  it  is  urged,  that  you  tax  other  intflest)  01 
the  State  to  sustain  manufacturers.     Thelii<^iV- 
of  manufacturing,  if  encouraged,  will  Uo^]> 
all.    It  is  not  for  the  sake  of  the  particular  ^^  ~ 
viduals  who  may  happen  to  be  engaged  in  i^  '^ 
we  propose  to  foster  it,  but  it  is  for  the  genera:  -- 
terest.     We  think  that  it  is  necessary  to  the  ef- 
fort and  well  being  of  society,  that  iabricaticri 
well  as  the  business  of  production  and  distrihu: 
should  be  supported  and  taken  care  of.    2Vof  ^ 
it  be  even  true  that  the  price  of  the  home  h'' 
will  be  somewhat  higher,  in  the  first  instance,  i^i 
the  rival  foreign  article,  that  consideration  ou;- 
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not  to  prevent  our  extending  reasonable  protection 
to  the  home  fabric.  Present  temporary  inconve- 
nience may  be  well  submitted  to,  lor  the  sake  of 
future  permanent  benefit.  If  the  experience  of  all 
other  countries  be  not  utterly  fallacious;  if  the 
promises  of  the  manufacturing  system  be  not  ab- 
solutely illusory,  by  the  competition  which  will  be 
elicitea  in  consequence  of  your  parental  care,  prices 
will  be  ultimately  brought  down  to  a  level  with 
the  foreign  commodity.  Now,  in  a  scheme  of 
policy  which  is  devised  for  a  nation,  we  should 
not  limit  our  views  to  its  operation  during  a  single 
year,  or  for  even  a  short  term  of  years.  We  should 
look  at  its  operation  for  a  considerable  time,  and 
in  war  as  well  as  peace.  Can  there  be  a  doubt, 
thus  contemplating  it,  that  we  shall  be  compen- 
sated by  the  certainty  and  steadiness  of  the  supply, 
in  all  seasons,  and  tne  ultimate  reduction  ol  the 
price,  for  any  temporary  sacrifices  we  make? 
Take  the  example  of  salt,  which  the  ingenious 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Archer)  has  ad- 
duced. He  says  during  the  war  the  price  of  that 
article  rose  to  ten  dollars  per  bushel^  and  he  asks 
if  you  would  lay  a  duty,  permanent  in  its  duration, 
of  three  dollars  per  bushel,  to  secure  a  supply  in 
war.  I  answer  no,  I  would  not  lay  so  high  a  duty. 
That  which  is  now  proposed^  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  domestic  production,  is  only  five  cents 
per  bushel.  In  forty  years  the  duty  would  amount 
only  to  two  dollars.  If  the  recurrence  of  war  shall 
be  only  after  intervals  of  forty  years  peace,  (and 
we  may  expect  it  probably  oftener,)  and  if,  when 
it  does  come,  the  same  price  should  again  be  given, 
there  will  be  a  clear  saving  of  eight  dollars^  by 
promoting  the  domestic  fabrication.  All  society 
is  an  affair  of  mutual  concession.  If  we  expect  to 
derive  the  benefits  which  are  incident  to  it.  we 
must  sustain  our  reasonable  share  of  its  buraens. 
The  ffreat  interests  which  it  is  intended  to  guard 
and  cherish,  must  be  supported  by  their  reciprocal 
action  and  reaction.  The  harmony  of  its  parts  is 
disturbed — the  discipline  which  is  necessary  to  its 
order  is  incomplete,  when  one  of  the  three  great 
and  essential  branches  of  its  industry  is  abandoned 
and  unprotected.  If  you  want  to  find  an  example 
of  order,  of  freedom  from  debt,  of  economy,  of  ex- 
penditure falling  short  of  ratner  than  exceeding 
income,  you  wifi  go  to  a  well  regulated  familv  of 
a  farmer.  You  will  go  to  the  house  of  sucn  a 
man  as  Isaac  Shelby.  You  will  not  find  him  re- 
sorting to  taverns,  engaged  in  broils,  prosecuting 
angry  law  suits.  You  will  behold  every  member 
of  his  family  clad  with  the  produce  of  their  own 
hands,  and  usefully  employed — the  spinning  wheel 
and  the  loom  in  motion  by  day-oreak.  With 
what  pleasure  will  his  wife  carry  you  into  her  neat 
dairy,  lead  you  into  her  store-house,  and  point  to 
the  tablecloths,  the  sheets,  the  counterpanes,  which 
lie  on  this  shelf  for  her  daughter  Sally,  or  that  for 
Nancy,  all  prepared  in  advance,  by  her  provident 
care,  for  the  day  of  their  respective  marriages.  If 
you  want  to  see  an  opposite  example,  go  to  the 
nouse  of  a  man  who  makes  nothing  at  home,  whose 
fhmily  resorts  to  the  store  for  every  thing.  You 
will  ond  him,  perhaps,  in  the  tavern  or  the  store 
at  the  cross  roads.    He  is  engaged,  with  the  rum 


grog  on  the  table,  taking  depositions  to  make  out 
some  case  of  usury  or  fraud ;  or  perhaps  he  is  fur- 
nishing to  his  lawyer  the  materials  to  prepare  a 
long  bill  of  injunction  in  some  intricate  case.  The 
sheriff  is  hovering  about  his  farm  to  serve  some 
new  writ.  On  court  days  (he  never  misses  at- 
tending them)  you  will  find  him  eagerly  collecting 
his  witnesses  to  defend  himself  against  the  mer- 
chants' and  doctors'  bills.  Go  to  his  house,  and, 
after  the  short  and  giddy  period  that  his  wife  and 
daughters  have  flirted  about  the  country  in  their 
calico  and  muslin  gowns,  what  a  scene  of  discom- 
fort and  distress  is  presented  you  there !  What 
the  individual  family  of  Isaac  Shelby  is,  I  wish  to 
see  the  nation  in  the  aggregate,  but  I  fear  we 
shall  shortly  have  to  contemplate  its  resemblance 
in  the  opposite  picture.  If  statesmen  would  care- 
fully observe  the  conduct  of  private  individuals  in 
the  management  of  their  own  afiairs,  they  would 
have  much  surer  guides,  in  promoting  the  interest 
of  the  State,  than  the  visionary  speculations  of 
theoretical  writers. 

The  manufacturing  system  is  not  only  injurious 
to  agriculture,  but,  say  its  opponents,  it  is  injurious 
also  to  foreign  commerce.  We  ought  not  to  con- 
ceal from  ourselves  our  present  actual  position,  in 
relation  to  the  other  Powers.  During;  the  long 
war  which  has  so  much  convulsed  Europe,  and 
which  will  probably  be  succeeded  by  a  long  peace, 
we  transacted  the  commercial  business  of  other 
nations,  and  largely  shared,  with  England,  the 
carrying  trade  of  the  world.  Now,  every  other 
nation  is  anxiously  endeavoring  to  transact  its 
own  business,  to  rebuild  its  marine,  and  to  foster 
its  navigation.  The  consequence  of  the  former 
state  of  things  was,  that  our  mercantile  marine 
and  our  commercial  employment  were  enormously 
disproportionate  to  the  exchangeable  domestic  pro- 
duce of  our  country.  And  the  result  of  the  latter 
will  be,  that,  as  the  exchanges  between  this  coun- 
try and  other  nations  will  hereafter  consist  princi- 
pally, on  our  part,  of  our  domestic  produce,  that  ma- 
rine and  that  employment  will  be  brought  down  to 
what  is  necessary  to  effect  those  exchanges.  I  regret 
exceedingly  this  reduction.  I  wish  that  the  mer- 
cantile class  could  enjoy  the  same  extensive  com- 
merce that  they  did  formerly.  But,  if  they  cannot, 
it  would  be  a  folly  to  repine  at  what  is  irrecover- 
ably lost,  and  we  should  rather  seek  to  adapt  our- 
selves to  the  new  circumstances  in  which  we 
find  ourselves.  If,  as  I  think,  we  have  reached  the 
maximum  of  the  foreign  demand  for  our  three 
great  staples,  cotton,  tobacco,  and  flour,  no  man 
will  contend  that  we  should  coon  to  produce  more 
and  more,  to  be  sent  to  the  glutted  foreign  market 
and  consumed  by  devouring  expenses,  merely  to 
give  employment  to  our  tonnage  and  our  foreign 
commerce.  It  would  be  extremely  unwise  to  ac- 
commodate our  industry  to  produce,  not  what  was 
wanted  abroad,  but  cargoes  for  our  unemployed 
ships.  I  would  give  to  our  foreign  trade  every 
legitimate  encouragement,  and  extend  it  wherever 
it  can  be  extended  profitably.  Hitherto  it  had 
been  stimulated  too  highly,  by  the  condition  of  the 
world,  and  our  own  policy  acting  on  that  condi- 
tion.   And  we  are  reluctant  to  believe  that  we 
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must  submit  to  its  necessary  abridgment.  The 
habits  of  trade ;  the  tempting  instances  of  enor- 
mous fortunes  which  had  been  made  by  the  suc- 
cessful prosecution  of  it,  were  such  that  we  turn 
with  regret  from  the  pursuit  of  it;  we  still  cherish 
a  lingering  hope;  we  persuade  ourselves  that 
something  will  occur,  how  or  what  it  may  be  we 
know  not,  to  revive  its  former  activity;  and  we 
would  push  into  every  untried  channel,  grope 
through  the  Dardanelles  into  the  Black  Sea,  to 
restore  its  former  profits.  I  repeat  it,  let  us  pro- 
claim to  the  people  of  the  United  States  the  in- 
contestable truth,  that  our  foreign  trade  must  be 
circumscribed  by  the  altered  state  of  the  world ; 
and,  leaving  it  in  possession  of  all  the  gains  which 
it  can  now  possibly  make,  let  us  present  motives 
to  the  capital  and  labor  of  our  country  to  employ 
themselves  in  fabrication  at  home.  There  was 
no  danger  that,  by  a  withdrawal  of  that  portion 
which  IS  un profitably  employed  on  other  objects, 
and  an  application  of  it  to  fabrication,  our  agri- 
culture would  be  too  much  cramped.*  The  pro- 
duce of  it  would  always  come  up  to  the  foreign 
demand.  Such  were  the  superior  allurements  be- 
longing to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  to  all  other 
branches  of  industry,  that  it  would  always  be  pre- 
ferred when  it  can  be  profitably  followed.  The 
foreign  demand  would,  in  anv  conceivable  state  of 
things,  limit  the  amount  of  the  exportable  produce 
of  agriculture.  The  amount  of  our  exhortations 
would  form  the  measure  of  our  importations,  and, 
whatever  these  may  be,  they  will  constitute  the 
basis  of  the  revenue  derivable  from  customs. 

The  manufacturing  system  is  favorable  to  the 
maintenance  of  peace.  Foreign  commerce  is  the 
great  source  of  foreign  wars.  The  eagerness  with 
which  we  contend  for  every  branch  of  it ;  the  temp- 
tations which  it  offers,  operating  alike  upon  us  and 
on  foreign  competitors,  produce  constant  collisions. 
No  country  on  earth,  bv  the  extent  of  its  superficies, 
the  richness  of  its  soil  tne  variety  of  its  climate,  con- 
tains within  its  own  limits  more  abundant  tacili- 
ties  for  supplying  all  our  rational  wants  than  ours 
does.  It  is  not  necessary  or  desirable,  however,  to 
cut  ofi'all  intercourse  with  foreign  Powers.  But, 
after  securing  a  supply,  within  ourselves,  of  all  the 
great  essentials  of  life,  there  will  be  ample  scope 
still  left  for  preserving  such  an  intercourse.  If  we 
had  no  intercourse  with  foreign  States,  if  we 
adopted  the  policy  of  China,  we  should  nav^/no 
external  wars.  And  in  proportion  as  we  diminish 
our  dependence  upon  tnem,  shall  we  lessen  the 
danger  of  the  recurrence  of  war.  Our  late  war 
would  not  have  existed  if  the  councils  of  the  man- 
ufacturers in  England  had  been  listened  to.  They 
finally  did  prevail,  in  their  steady  and  persevering 
eflbrt  to  produce  a  repeal  of  the  Orders  m  Council ; 
but  it  was  too  late  to  prevent  the  war.  Those 
who  attribute  to  the  manufacturing  system  the 
burdens  and  misfortunes  of  that  country,  commit 
a  great  error.  These  were  probably  a  joint  result 
of  the  operation  of  the  whole  of  her  systems,  and 
a  larger  share  of  it  was  to  be  ascribed  to  her  foreign 
commerce,  and  to  the  ambition  of  her  rulers,  than 
to  any  other  cause.  The  war  of  our  Revolution, 
in  which  that  ambition  displayed  its  monstrous 


arrogance  and  pretensions,  laid  the  broad  f:  -i 
tion  of  that  enormous  debt  under  vrhich  sbr  i 
groans. 

The  tendency  of  reasonable  encouragemf- 
our  home  industry  is  favorable  to  the  preser:  * . 
and  strength  of  our  Confederacy-      Now  c<:  z- 
nexion  is  merely  political.     For  the  sale .  ■' 
surplus  of  the  produce  of  our  a^icultural  k'j^  ^ 
eyes  are  constantly  upon  the  markets  of  Liver- 
There  is  scarcely  any  of  that  beneficial  iDi£T>:.'^> 
the  best  basis  of  political  connexion,  whicl^  r.c  .:.. 
of  the  exchange  of  the  produce  of  our  iabur.  ')c 
our  maritime  frontier  there  had   been  ux)  z,Lr^ 
stimulus,  an  unnatural  actlTity ;  in  ihegrea::.;- 
rior  of  the  country,  there  exists  a  perfect  parai. 
Encourage  fabrication  at  home,  and  there  wcl  . 
instantly  arise  animation  and  a  healtbiul  rireuia- 
tion  throughout  all  the  parts  of  the Repahlk.    Thz 
cheapness,  and  fertility,  and  qualify,  of  our  wusit 
lands,  offer  sucb  powerful  indooemena  to  euiu- 
vation,  that  our  countrymen  are  coDStuiiiTengi^- 
ing  in  it.    I  would  not  check  this  ^BipKaio&  % 
hard  terms  in  the  sale  of  it.     Let  it  be  easal^  ac- 
cessible to  all  who  wish  to  acquire  it.    Botlnrcui 
countervail  this  predilection  by  presenting  to  cap- 
ital and  labor  motives  for  employment  m  cA'j& 
branches  of  industry.    Nothings  is  more  imcerui^ 
than  the  pursuit  of  affriculture,  mrhen  we  mur. 
rely  upon  foreign  marEets  for  the  sale  of  its  soip^* 
produce.    In  the  first  place,  it  is  impossiMe  to  sr 
termine,  a  priori,  the  amount  of  this  surplus;  2s. 
in  the  second,  it  is  equally  impossible  to  antK  r-rc 
the  extent  of  the  foreign  demand.     Both  ik  :-t 
and  the  other  depend  upon  the  seasons   Fr:^ 
the  fluctuations  incident  to  these,  and  fjrae  oibz: 
causes,  it  may  happen  that  the  supplying  ecci: in 
will,  for  a  long  series  of  years,  have  ef3Fk>jeu  ^ 
larger  share  of  its  capital  and  labor  than  » wi^^^ 
in  production  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  gousqu.- 
ing  countries,  without  becoming  sensiUeof  its  ct- 
feet  of  policy.    The  failure  of  a  crop,  or  tlie  Muit 
of  a  nlarket^  does  not  discourage  the  cidtimor. 
He  renews  his  labors  another  year,  and  be  reoews 
his  hopes.    It  is  otherwise  with  xaaaudkctmDg  in- 
dustry.   The  precise  quantum  of  its  jprodace,  at 
least,  can  with  some  accuracy  he  jverioosly  esti- 
mated.   And  the  wants  of  foreign  coontrks  can 
be  with  some  probability  anticipated. 

I  am  sensible^  Mr.  Chairman,  if  1  have  e^et 
had  a  success,  which  I  dare  not  presumei  in  tit 
endeavor  I  have  been  making  to  show  that  soubc 
policy  requires  a  diversion  of  so  much  of  lir 
capital  and  labor  of  this  country  from  otbcrcs- 
ployments  as  may  be  necessary,  by  a  diflereit  ap- 
plication of  them,  to  secure,  witnin  outsaTe&.a. 
steady  and  adequate  supply  of  the  great  ncce^^rit*? 
of  life,  I  shall  have  only  established  one-^il^  ' 
what  it  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  prove*    It  ^i 
be  still  required,  by  the  other  side,  that  a  sec- 
proposition  be  supported,  and  that  is,  that  Govt- 
ment  ought  to  present  motives  for  a  diversion  r 
new  application  of  labor  and  capital,  by  thai  >: 
cies  of  protection  which  the  tariff  holds  out.    G  - 
tlemen  say,  we  a^ee  with  you :  you  are  ri^b. 
your  first  proposition,  but  "  let  things  alone,'*  : 
all  will  come  right  in  the  end.     Now,  I  agree  v.:. 
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them  that  things  would  ultimately-  get  right;  but 
Dot  until  after  a  long  period  of  disorder  and  dis- 
tress, terminating  in  the  impoverishment,  and  per- 
haps ruin  of  the  country.  Dissolve  Government, 
reduce  it  to  its  primitive  elements,  and,  without 
any  general  effort  to  reconstruct  it,  there  would 
arise,  out  of  the  anarchy  which  would  ensue,  par- 
tial combinations  for  the  purpose  of  individual  pro- 
tection, which  would  finally  lead  to  a  social  form, 
competent  to  the  conservation  of  peace  within,  and 
the  repulsion  of  force  from  without.  Yet  no  one 
would  say,  in  such  a  state  of  anarchy,  let  things 
alone  I  If  gentlemen^  by  their  favorite  maxim, 
mean  only  that,  within  the  bosom  of  the  State, 
things  are  to  be  left  alone,  and  each  individual 
and  each  branch  of  industry,  allowed  to  pursue 
their  respective  interests,  without  giving  a  prefer- 
ence to  either,  I  subscribe  to  it  But  if  they  give 
it  a  more  comprehensive  import ;  if  they  require 
that  things  are  to  be  left  alone,  in  respect  not  only 
to  interior  action,  but  as  to  exterior  action  also ; 
not  only  as  regaras  the  operation  of  our  own  Gov- 
ernment upon  the  mass  ot  the  interests  of  the  State, 
but  as  it  relates  to  the  operation  of  foreign  Grovern- 
ments  likewise  operating  upon  that  mass,  I  dissent 
from  it. 

The  maxim  in  this  enlarged  sense  is  indeed 
everywhere  proclaimed,  but  nowhere  practised. 
It  is  truth  in  the  books  of  European  political  econ- 
omists. It  is  error  in  the  practical  code  of  every 
European  State.  It  is  not  applied  where  it  is  most 
applicable ;  it  is  attempted  to  be  introduced  here, 
where  it  is  least  applicable ;  and  even  here  its 
friends  propose  to  limit  it  to  the  single  branch  of 
manufacturing  industry,  whilst  every  other  inter- 
est is  encouraged  and  protected,  according  to  the 
policy  of  Europe.  The  maxim  would  l^t  suit 
Europe,  where  each  interest  is  adjusted  and  ar* 
ranged  to  every  other,  by  causes  operating  durins 
many  centuries.  Every  thing  there  has  taken  and 
preserved  its  ancient  position.  The  house  that  was 
built  centuries  ago  is  occupied  by  the  descendants 
of  its  oriffinal  constructor.  If  one  could  rise  up, 
after  the  lapse  of  ages,  and  enter  a  European  shop, 
he  would  see  the  same  hammer  at  work  on  the 
same  anvil  or  last,  and  almost  by  the  same  hand. 
There  every  thing  nas  found  its  place  and  its  level, 
and  every  thing,  one  would  think,  might  there  be 
safely  let  alone.  But  the  policy  of  the  American 
States  is  otherwise.  Here  every  thing  is  new  and 
unfixed.  Neither  the  State  nor  the  individuals 
who  compose  it  have  yet  settled  down  in  their  firm 
and  permanent  positions.  There  is  a  constant 
tendency,  in  consequence  of  the  extent  of  our  pub- 
lic domain,  towards  production  for  foreign  mar- 
kets. The  maxim,  in  the  compnrehensive  sense  in 
which  I  am  considering  it,  requires,  to  entitle  it  to 
observation,  two  conditions — neither  of  which  ex- 
ists— first,  that  there  would  be  perpetual  peace; 
and,  secondly,  that  the  maxim  should  be  every- 
where respected.  When  war  breaks  out,  that  free 
and  general  circulation  of  the  produce  of  industry 
among  the  nations  which  it  recommends  is  inter- 
rupted, and  the  nation  that  depends  upon  a  foreign 
supply  of  its  necessaries  must  be  subjected  to  the 
greatest  inconvenience.    If  it  be  not  everywhere 


observed,  there  will  be,  between  the  nations  that 
do  not  and  the  nation  that  does  conform  to  it,  an 
inequality  alike  condemned  by  honor  and  by  inter- 
est. If  there  be  no  reciprocity — ^if  on  the  one  side 
there  is  perfect  freedom  of  trade,  and  on  the  other 
a  code  of  odious  restrictions — will  gentlemen  still 
contend  that  we  are  to  submit  to  such  an  unprof- 
itable and  degrading  intercourse  ?  Will  they  re- 
quire that  we  shall  act  upon  the  social  system, 
whilst  every  other  Power  acts  upon  the  selfish  ? 
Will  they  demand  of  us  to  throw  widely  open  our 
]>orts  to  every  nation,  whilst  all  other  nations  en- 
tirely or  piirtly  occlude  theirs  against  our  produc- 
tions? It  is  indeed  possible  that  some  pecuniary 
advantage  might  be  enjoyed  by  our  country  in 
prosecuting  the  remnant  of  trade  which  the  con- 
tracted poncy  of  other  Powers  leaves  to  us.  But 
what  security  is  there  for  our  continuing  to  enjoy 
even  that?  And  is  national  honor,  is  nationsu 
independence,  to  count  for  nothing  ?  I  will  not 
enter  into  a  detail  of  the  restrictions  with  which 
we  are  everywhere  presented  in  foreign  countries. 
I  will  content  myself  with  asserting  that  they  take 
nothing  from  us  which  they  can  produce  them- 
selves, even  upon  worse  terms  than  we  could  sup- 
ply them.  Take  a^ain  as  an  example  the  English 
corn  laws.  America  presents  the  image  of  a  fine 
generous-hearted  young  fellow,  who  has  just  come 
to  the  possession  of  a  rich  estate— an  estate  which, 
however,  requires  careful  management.  He  makes 
nothing ;  he  buys  every  thing.  He  is  surrounded 
by  a  parcel  of  Jews,  each  holding  out  his  hand 
with  a  packet  of  buttons  or  pins,  or  some  other 
commodity,  for  sale.  If  he  asK  these  Jews  to  buy 
any  thing  which  his  State  produces,  they  tell  him 
no ;  it  is  not  for  our  interest ;  it  is  not  for  yours. 
Take  this  new  book,  says  one  of  them,  on  political 
economy,  and  you  will  there  perceive  it  is  for  your 
interest  to  buy  from  us,  and  to  let  things  alone  in 
your  own  country.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
to  whom  I  have  already  referred,  has  surrendered 
the  whole  argument  in  the  example  of  the  East 
India  trade.  He  thinks  that,  because  India  takes 
nothing  but  specie  from  us;  oecause  there  is  not  a 


it  ought  to  be  abandoned,  though  I  would  put  it 
under  considerable  restrictions^  when  it  comes  in 
competition  with  the  fabrics  of  our  own  country. 
If  the  want  of  entire  reciprocity  be  a  sufficient 

f  round  for  the  total  abandonment  of  a  particular 
ranch  of  trade,  the  dame  principle  requires  that, 
where  there  are  some  restrictions  on  the  one  side, 
they  should  be  countervailed  by  equal  restrictions 
on  the  other. 

But  this  maxim,  according  to  which  gentlemen 
would  have  us  abandon  the  home  industry  of  the 
country  to  the  influence  of  the  restrictive  system 
of  other  countries,  without  an  effort  to  protect  and 
preserve  it,  is  not  itself  observed  by  the  same  gen- 
tlemen, in  regard  to  the  fipreat  interests  of  the  na- 
tion. We  protect  our  fisheries  by  bounties  and 
drawbacks.  We  protect  our  tonnage,  by  exclud- 
ing or  restricting  foreign  tonnage,  exactly  as  our 
tonnage  is  excluded  or  restricted  by  foreign  States. 
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We  passed,  a  year  or  two  a^o,  the  bill  to  pohibit 
British  navigation  from  the  West  India  colonies  of 
that  Power  to  the  United  States,  because  ours  is 
shut  out  from  them.  The  session  prior  to  the  pas- 
sage of  that  law,  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina and  I.  almost  alone,  urged  the  House  to  pass 
it.  But  tne  subject  was  postponed  until  the  next 
session,  when  it  was  passed  by  nearly  an  unani- 
mous vote ;  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
and  the  two  gentlemen  from  Virginia,  (Messrs. 
Barbour  and  Tyler,)  voting  with  the  majority. 
We  have  now  upon  our  table  other  bills  connected 
with  that  object,  and  proposing  restrictions  upon 
the  French  tonnage,  to  countervail  theirs  upon 
ours.  I  shall,  with  pleasure^  vote  for  these  meas- 
ures. We  protect  our  foreign  trade,  by  consuls, 
by  foreign  Minsters,  by  embargoes,  by  non-inter- 
course, by  a  navy,  by  fortifications,  by  squadrons 
constantly  acting  abroad,  by  war,  and  oy  a  variety 
of  commercial  regulations  in  our  statute  books. 
The  whole  svstem  of  the  General  Government, 
from  its  first  formation  to  the  present  time,  con- 
sists almost  exclusively  in  one  unremitting  en- 
deavor to  nourish,  and  protect,  and  defend  the  for- 
eign trade.  Why  have  not  all  these  great  interests 
been  left  to  the  operation  of  the  gentlemen's  favor- 
ite maxim?  Sir,  it  is  perfectly  right  that  we 
should  have  afforded  this  protection.  And  it  is 
perfectly  right,  in  my  humble  opinion,  that  we 
should  extend  the  principle  of  it  to  home  industry. 
I  am  a  friend  to  foreign  trade,  but  I  protest  against 
its  being  the  monopolist  of  all  the  favor  and  care 
of  this  Government. 

But,  sir,  friendly  as  I  am  to  the  existence  of  do- 
mestic manufactures,  I  would  not  give  to  them 
unreasonable  encouragement  by  protecting  duties. 
Their  growth  ought  to  be  gradual,  but  sure.  I  be- 
lieve all  the  circumstances  of  the  present  period 
highly  favorable  to  their  success.  Bat  they  are  the 
youngest  and  the  weakest  interest  of  the  State. 
Agriculture  wants  but  little  or  no  protection  against 
the  regulations  of  foreign  Powers.  The  ad  vantages 
of  our  position,  and  the  cheapness,  and  abundance, 
and  fertility  of  our  land,  afford  to  that  greatest  in- 
terest of  the  State  almost  all  the  protection  it  wants. 
As  it  should  be^  it  is  strong  and  flourishing;  or.  if 
it  be  not,  at  this  moment,  prosperous,  it  is  not  oe- 
cause  its  produce  is  not  ample,  but  because,  de- 
pending as  we  do  altogether  upon  a  foreign  mar- 
ket for  the  sale  of  the  surplus  of  that  produce,  the 
foreign  market  is  glutted.  Our  foreign  trade  Lav- 
ing almost  exclusively  engrossed  the  protecting 
care  of  Government,  wants  no  further  legislative 
ud.  And  whatever  depression  it  may  now  expe- 
rience, is  attributable  to  causes  beyona  the  control 
of  this  Grovernment.  The  abundance  of  capital,  in- 
dicated by  the  avidity  with  which  loans  are  sought, 
at  the  reduced  rate  of  five  per  cent ;  the  reduction 
in  the  wages  of  labor ;  and  the  decline  in  the  price 
of  property  of  every  kind,  as  well  as  that  of  agri- 
cultural produce,  all  concur  favorably  for  domestic 
manufactures.  Now,  as  when  we  arranged  the 
existing  tariff,  is  the  auspicious  moment  for  Gov- 
ernment to  step  in  and  cheer  and  countenance 
them.  We  did  too  little  then,  and  I  endeavored 
to  warn  this  House  of  the  effects  of  inadequate 


protection.    We  were  called  upon,  at  that  * 
oy  the  previous  pledges  which  we  had  jr:r'^ 
the  inundation  ot  foreign  fabrics  'which  w-^ 
anticipated  from  their  free  admission  after  *:  . 
mination  of  the  war,  and  by  the  lasting  in!"  ; 
this  country;  to  give  them  efficient  soppc-   U  ■ 
did  not  do  it ;  let  us  not  now  repeat  the  error 
great  mistake  has  been  in  the  irregularity  of  - 
lion  of  the  measuures  of  this  Gk>vemment  c 
manufacturing  industry.     At  one  period  i:::^  _ 
ulated  too  high,  and  then,  by  an  opposite  c.^r-  .; 
policy,  it  is  precipitated  into  a  condition 
pression  too  low.    First,  there  came  the  eiL*   : 
non-intercourse  and  other  restrictive  ineav/r- 
lowed,  and  then,  that  greatest  of  aU  stimcius  i.  . 
mestic  fabrication,  war.    During  all  tharion^  r..  .• 
we  were  adding  to  the  positive  eSect  of  the  m*:^- 
ures  of  Government,  all  the  moral  eaamTsgemxrX 
which  results  from  popular  resolfes,  legidaiire  Ab- 
solves, and  other  manifestations  of  the  paMtc  wd]. 
and  the  public  wish  to  foster  our  home  mmufar- 
turers,  and  to  render  our  Confederacy  inde^.d^:?.: 
of  foreign  Powers.    The  peace  ensued,  ztA  va   ■ 
country  was  flooded  with  the  fabrics  of  othfT  cv  ;i 
tries ;  and  we^  forgetting  all  our  promises. "  ■.  } 
and  philosophically  talk  of  leaving  thin^  to  ik  .v 
selves;  making  up  for  our  deficiency  of  pnict:'- 
pood  sense,  by  the  stores  of  learning  which  wv  -     • 
lect  from  theoretical  writers.     I,  too,  some*.--    ) 
amusemyself  with  the  visions  of  these  writer. .  - 
I  do  with  those  of  metaphysicians  and  aovei.  ^ 
and,  if  I  do  not  forget,  one  of  the  best  amon?"  ^ 
enjoins  it  upon  a  country  to  protect  its  idcNm^  - 
against  the  injurious  influence    operatui^  17^' 
it  of  the  prohioitions  and  restrictions  cf  S^"^-/"   | 
countries. 

Monuments  of  the  sad  effects,  uponovm^^ 
factures,  of  the  fluctuating  policy  of  the  coonrV   ' 
of  the  Union  in  regard  to  them,  aboond  ir.  s  ■ 
parts  of  the  country.    Villages,  and  parts  cf  '^-  ■ 
lages,  which  spnmg  up  but  yesterday  ia  the  Weft- 
em  country,  underlthe  excitement  to  wbi^  Ibive 
referred,  are  perishing  and  abandonedl   In  Sew 
England,  in  passing  along  the  hifibwar,  ooe  frT> 
quently  sees  large,  spacious   hudmp,  whk  the 
^lass  oroken  out  of  the  windows,  the  shutters 
hanging  in  ruinous  disorder,  cheeikss,  w'lthom 
any^  appearance  of  activity,  and  nnooiidedbt  3 
solitary  gloom.    Upon  inouirin^  what  they  arr. 
you  are  almost  always  inK>m[ied  that  tbcy  wfr* 
some  cotton  or  other  fhctory,  which  th«r  popr- 
tors  could  no  longer  keep  in  motion  agaias;  Vi 
overwhelming  pressure  of   foreign  comp?(i^^ 
Gentlemen  ask  for  facts  to  ^ow  the  pn^Rftr  vf 
protection  to  our  manufactures.     Do  thefv^^^ 
stronger  evidence  ?    They  ask  why  the  noii^'^'* 
turing  industry  is  not  resumed  under  the  entrJ 
aging  auspices  of  the  present  time  ?     Sir,  thtT- 
general  dismay ;  there  is  want  of  heart ;  tberv* 
the  greatest  moral  discouragement.     A  man  ^' 
enga^  in  manufacturing  business  is  tfaougkt  * 
his  friends  to  be  deranged.    Who  will   go  to  * 
site  on  which  lie  the  ruins  of  Carthage  or  Ba.  • 
to  rebuild  there  a  city?    Let  Government  -:'• 
mence  a  systematic,  but  moderate,  support  of  '^>' 
important  branch  of  our  industry.    Let  it  annour*^ 
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the  fixed  purpose,  that  the  protection  of  it,  against 
the  influence  of  the  measures  of  foreign  Govern- 
ments enters  into  the  scope  of  our  national  policy. 
Let  us  substitute  to  the  irregular  action  of  our 
measures  one  that  shall  be  steady  and  uniform ; 
and  hope  and  animation  and  activity  will  a^ain 
revive.    The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
LowNnEs)  offered  a  -resolution,  which  the  House 
rejected,  navine  for  its  object  to  ascertain  the 
profits  now  made  upon  capital  emploj^ed  in  man- 
ufacturing.   It  is  notj  I  repeat  it,  the  individuals, 
but  the  interest  we  wish  protected!.    From  the  in- 
finite "variety  of  circumstances  under  which  differ- 
ent manufacturing  establishments  are  situated,  it 
is  impossible  that  any  information,  such  as  the 
gentleman  desires,  could  be  obtained,  that  ought 
to  guide  the  judgment  of  this  House.    It  may 
happen,  that,  of  two  establishments  engaged  in  the 
same  species  of  fabrication,  one  will  be  prospering 
and  the  other  laboring.    Take  the  example  of  the 
Waltham  manufactory  near  Boston,  and  the  Bruns- 
wick in  Maine.    The  former  has  the  advantages 
of  a  fine  water  situation,  a  mstnager  of  excellent 
information,  enthusiastically  devoted  to  its  success, 
a  mechanist  of  a  most  inventive  genius,  who  is 
constantly  making  some  new  improvement,  and 
who  has  carried  the  water  loom  to  a  degree  of  per- 
fection which  it  has  not  attained  in  England,  and 
such  as  to  reduce  the  cost  ot  weaving  a  yard  of 
cloth,  adapted  to  shirting,  to  less  than  one  cent  per 
yard;  ana  it  is  abundantly  supplied  with  capital 
by  several  rich  capitalists  m  Boston.    These  gen- 
tlemen have  the  most  extensive  correspondence 
with  aU  parts  of  the  United  States.    Owing  to 
this  extraordinary  combination  of  favorable  cir- 
cumstances, the  Waltham  establishment  is  doing 
pretty  well.    Whilst  that  of  Brunswick,  not  pos- 
sessing all  of  them,  but  perhaps  as  many  as  would 
enable  it,  under  adequate  protection^  to  flourish,  is 
^  laboring  hard.    Would  gentlemen  mfer,  from  the 
success  of  a  few  institutions  having  peculiar  ad- 
vantages, which  form  exceptions  to  the  languish- 
ing condition  of  manufacturing  industry,   that 
there  exists  no  necessity  for  protection  ?    In  the 
most  discouraging  state  of  trade  and  navigation, 
there  were,  no  doubt^  always  some  few  individuals 
who  were  successful  m  prcisecuting  them.    Would 
it  be  fair  to  argue,  from  these  rare  instances, 
against  any  measure  brought  forward  to  revive 
their  activity  ? 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Whit- 
man) has  manifested  peculiar  hostility  to  the  tariff, 
and  nas  allowed  himself  to  denominate  it  a  mad, 
quixotic,  ruinous  scheme.  The  gentleman  is  dis- 
satisfied with  the  quarter  (the  West)  from  which 
it  comes.  To  give  higher  tone  and  more  effect  to 
the  gentleman's  declamation,  which  is  vague  and 
indSnite,  he  has  even  assumed  a  new  place  in 
this  House.  Sir^  I  would  advise  the  gentleman  to 
return  to  his  ancient  position,  moral  and  physical. 
It  Tvas  respectable  ana  useful.  The  honorable  gen- 
tleman professes  to  be  a  friend  to  manufacturers ! 
And  yet  he  has  found  an  insurmountable  Consti- 
tutional impediment  to  their  encouragement^  of 
which,  as  no  other  gentleman  has  relied  upon  it.  I 
sbAll  leave  him  in  the  undisturbed  possession.  Tne 
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I  honorable  gentleman  a  friend  to  manufacturers ! 
And  yet  he  has  delivered  a  speech,  marked  by  pe- 
culiar emphasis,  the  whole  of  which  is  against 
their  protection.  The  honorable  gentleman  a 
friend  to  manufactures  !  And  yet  he  requires  (if 
his  Constitutional  difl&culty  could  be  gotten  over) 
such  an  arrangement  of  the  tariff  as  shall  please 
him,  although  every  one  else  should  be  dissatisfied. 
The  intimation  is  not  new  of  the  presumptuous- 
ness  of  Western  politicians  in  endeavoring  to  con- 
tribute to  give  to  the  policy  of  this  country  such  a 
direction  as  will  assert  its  honor  and  sustain  its 
interests.  It  was  first  made  whilst  the  measures  pre- 
paratory to  the  late  war  were  under  consideration, 
and  it  now  probably  emanates  from  the  same  quar- 
ter. The  nredilection  of  the  school  of  the  Essex 
Junto  for  foreign  trade  and  for  British  fabrics  (I 
am  far  from  insinuating  that  other  gentlemen  who 
are  op]X)sed  to  the  tariff  are  actuated  by  any  such 
spirit^  is  unconcjuerable.  We  disregarded  the  in- 
timation when  it  was  first  made :  we  shall  be  un- 
influenced by  it  now.  If,  indeed,  there  were  the 
least  color  for  the  assertion  that  the  foreign  trade 
is  to  be  crushed  by  the  tariff,  is  it  not  strange  that 
the  whole  of  the  representation  from  all  of  our 
great  commercial  metropolises  should  unite  to  de- 
stroy it  ?  The  member  from  Boston,  (to  whose 
national  and  disinterested  course  I  am  happy  on 
this  as  on  many  other  occasions  to  be  able  to  testi- 
fy;) the  representatives  from  the  city  of  New  York^ 
from  Philadelphia,  and  from  Baltimore,  all  enterea 
into  this  confederacy  to  destroy  it,  by  supporting 
this  mad  and  ruinous  tariff.  Some  gentlemen  as- 
sert that  it  is  too  comprehensive.  That  it  leaves 
no  important  interest  unprovided  for  recommends 
it  to  me. 

The  same  gentlemen,  or  others,  if  it  had  been 
more  limited,  would  have  objected  to  its  partial 
operation.  The  general  measure  of  the  protection 
which  it  communicates,  is  pronounced  to  be  im- 
moderate and  enormous.  Yet  no  one  ventures  to 
enter  into  a  specification  of  the  particular  articles 
of  which  it  is  composed,  to  show  that  it  deserves 
thus  to  be  characterized.  The  article  of  molasses 
has,  indeed,  been  selected  out,  and  held  up,  as  an 
instance  of  the  alleged  extravagance.  The  exist- 
ing tariff  imposes  a  duty  of  five  cents ;  the  pro- 
posed tariff  ten  cents,  per  gallon.  We  tax  very 
nigh  foreifi[n  spirits,  and  yet  we  let  in,  with  a  very* 
low  duty,?oreign  molasses,  which  ought  to  be  con-' 
sidered  as  rum  in  disguise,  fiUine  the  space  of  so 
much  domestic  spirits.  If  (which  I  do  not  believe 
will  be  immiediately  the  case,  to  any  considerable 
extent)  the  manufacture  of  spirits  from  molasses 
should  somewhat  decline,  under  the  new  tariff,  the 
manlifacture  of  spirits  from  the  raw  material  pro- 
duced at  home  will  be  extended  in  the  same  de-  ' 
^ee.  Besides  the  incidental  advantage  of  increas- 
mg  our  security  against  the  effects  of  seasons  of 
scarcity,  by  increasing  the  distillation  of  spirits 
from  grain,"  there  was  hardly  any  item  in  the  tariff 
which  combined  so  many  interests  in  supporting 
the  proposed  rate  of  duty.  The  grain-growing 
country,  the  fruit  country,  and  the  culture  of  cane, 
would  be  all  benefited  by  the  duty.  Its  operation 
is  said,  however,  to  be  injurious  on  a  certam  quar- 
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ter  of  the  Union.  It  was  not  to  be  denied  that 
each  particular  section  of  the  country  would  feel 
some  one  or  more  articles  of  the  tariff  to  bear  hard 
upon  it,  during  a  short  period ;  but  the  compensa- 
tion was  to  be  found  in  the  more  favorable  opera- 
tion of  others.  Now,  I  am  fully  persuaded  that, 
in  the  first  instance,  no  part  of  the  Union  would 
more  largely  share  than  New  England,  in  the  ag- 
gregate, of  the  benefits  resulting  from  the  tariff. 
The  habits  of  economy  of  her  people,  their  indus- 
try, their  skill,  their  noble  enterprise,  the  stimula- 
ting effects  of  their  more  rigorous  climate,  all  tend 
to  insure  to  her  the  first  and  the  richest  fruits  of 
the  tariff.  The  Middle  and  the  Western  States 
would  come  in  afterwards  for  their  portion,  and 
all  would  share  in  the  advantage  of  internal  ex- 
changes and  circulation.  No  quarter  of  the  Union 
could  urge,  with  an  iller  e^race  than  New  England, 
objections  to  a  measure  having  for  its  object  the 
advancement  of  the  interests  of  the  whole ;  for  no 
quarter  of  the  Union  participated  more  extensively 
m  the  benefits  flowing  from  the  General  Govern- 
ment. Her  tonnage,  her  fisheries,  her  foreign 
trade,  have  been  constantly  objects  of  federal  care. 
There  was  expended  the  greatest  portion  of  the 
public  revenue.  The  building  of  the  public  ships ; 
their  equipment;  the  expenses  incident  to  their 
remaining  in  port,  chiefly  took  place  there.  That 
great  dram  upon  the  revenue,  the  Revolutionarv 

rsnsion  law,  tended  principally  to  New  Englana. 
do  not  complain  of  these  advantages  which  she 
enjoys.  She  is,  probably,  fairly  entitled  to  them. 
But  gentlemen  from  that  quarter  may  at  least  be 
justly  reminded  of  them  when  they  complain  of 
the  onerous  effect  of  one  or  two  items  of  the  tariff. 
Mr.  Chairman,  1  frankly  own  that  I  feel  ^reat 
solicitude  for  the  success  of  this  bill.  The  inde- 
pendence of  my  country  on  all  foreign  States, 
as  it  respects  a  supply  of  our  essential  wants, 
has  ever  been  with  me  a  favorite  object.  The 
war  of  our  Revolution  effected  our  emancipa- 
tion. The  last  war  contributed  greatly  towar4s 
achieving  our  commercial  freedom.  But  our  en- 
tire independence  will  only  be  consummated  after 
the  policy  of  this  bill  shall  be  recognised  and 
adopted.  We  have  sre&t  difiSculties  to  contend 
with ;  old  habits — colonial  usages — the  obduracy 
of  the  colonial  spirit — ^the  enormous  profits  of  a. 
foreign  trade,  prosecuted  under  favorable  circum- 
stances,, which  no  longer  continue.  I  will  not 
despair ;  the  cause,  I  verily  believe,  is  the  cause  of 
the  country.  It  may  be  postponed ;  it  may  be  frus- 
trated for  the  moment,  but  it  must  finally  prevail. 
Let  us  endeavor  to  accjuire  for  the  present  Congress 
the  merit  of  laying  this  solid  foundation  of  the  na- 
tional prosperity.  If.  as  I  think,  fatally  for  the 
public  interest,  the  bill  shall  be  defeated,  what  will 
be  the  character  of  the  account  whicn  we  shall 
have  to  render  our  constituents  upon  our  return 
among  them?  We  shall  be  asked,  what  have 
you  done  to  remedy  the  disorders  of  the  currency  ? 
Why,  Mr.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  us  a 
long  report  on  the  matter,  containing  much  valu- 
able information,  and  some  very  good  reasoning, 
but,  upon  the  whole,  we  found  tnat  subject  rather 
above  our  comprehension,  and  we  concluded  that 


it  was  wisest  to  let  it  regulate  itself.      What  har^ 
you  done  to  supply  the  deficit  in   the  TreasiirT ' 
We  thought  that,  although  you  are  all  endearcr- 
ing  to  get  out  of  banks,  it  was  a  very  good  ilae 
for  us  to  go  into  them,  and  we  have  authoise^  ^ 
loan  ?    You  have  done  something,  then,  ceittST. 
on  the  subject  of  retren(;hment     Here,  at  koe. 
we  are  practising  the  greatest  economy,  and  oe 
daughters,  no  longer  able  to  wear  calico  grwii. 
are  obliged  to  put  on  homespun.      Why,  we  ^Tf 
saved,  by  the  indefatigable  exertions  oi  a  imm^ 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Cocke,)  fifty  tfaoosafi^i:^ 
lars,  which  were  wanted  for  the  Yellow  Suay* 
expedition.     No,  not  quite  so  much  ^  for  thrt? 
thousand  dollars  of  that  sum  "were  still  wsfiac 
although  we  stopped  the  expedition  at  the  CountL 
Blufis.    And  we  have  saved  another  sum,  which 
we  hope  will  eive  you  great  satisiaciioii.    After 
near  two  days'  debate,  and  a  division  betwea  ike 
two  Houses',  we  struck  ofif  two  hndied  dolUr^ 
from^  the  salary  of  the  clerk  of  Mr.  Axsanxf  Gen- 
eral.'  What  have  you  done  to  protect  the  homt 
industr]^  from  the  efifects  of  the  contracted  ]polic\ 
oi  forei^  Powers?    We  thoug^ht  it  best  after 
much  deliberation,  to  leave  things  alone  at  bc&e 
and  to  continue  our  encouragement  to  foreign  c- 
dustry.    Well,  surely,  you  have  passed  some  Isv 
to  reanimate  and  revive  the  hopes  of  tlie  namEroiL 
bankrupts  that  have  been  made  by  tiie  extraordi- 
nary circumstances  of  the  world,  and  the  raiisaG* 
tendency  of  our  own  policy  ?     No ;  the  Sfsas 
could  not  agree  on  that  subject,  and  the  banbvK 
bill  failed  !    Can  we  plead,  sir,  ignorance  of  Ci 
general  distress,  and  of  the  ardent  ^wishes  cf  i:jt 
community  for  that  protection    of  its  indeii'rr. 
which  this  bill  proposes?    No,  sir,^dailj  i^isoc 
throughout  the  session,  have  we  been  iKnriBg 
petitions,  with  which  our  table  is  now  l(»ied.  ish 
ploring  us  to  extend  this  protection.     Uiuiti!B£^^ 
resolutions  from  important  State  Legislatures  havf 
called  upon  us  to  give  it,  and  the  people  of  whol-. 
States,  almost  in  a  mass — of  New  York,  New  Jet- 
sey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio — hare  tnasmiited  to 
us  their  earnest  and  humble  petitions  toaeoange 
the  home  industry.    Let  us  not  tora  a  ^eefesti  to 
them.   Let  us  not  disappoint  their  jusfexpetiatioDs. 
Let  us  manifest,  by  tne  passages^  this  bill,  th&l 
Congress  does  not  deserve  the  tepraaehes  w\».c^ 
have  been  cast  on  it,  of  insensibflity  to  tke  wantsi 
and  sufferings  of  the  people. 

When  Mr.  C.  had  concluded — after  expbnaton 
observations  between  Mr.  Clay  and  Mi.  Swtb. 
of  Maryland,  the  Committee  rose,  and  the  Hgok 
adjourned. 


Tbubsdat,  April  27. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Coomiusc 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  wi^ 
of  Graeme  Keith  Spence ;  which  was  twice  i^c 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  McCot  that  U  L 
on  the  table;  which,  being  rejected,  the  billvt 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  :- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee  also  :^ 
ported  a  bill  making  appropriations  lor  carryk: 
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into  effect  the  treaty  lately  concluded  with  the 
Chippewa  nation  of  Indians;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  better  regulation 
of  the  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes." 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  continue  in  force  'An  act  to  protect  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  to  punish  the 
crime  of  piracy,'  and  also  to  make  further  provision 
for  punishing  the  crime  of  piracy ;"  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Storrs  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved^  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representor- 
fives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled^  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  Uooae  of  Repretentativea,  for  the  time 
being,  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  grant  the 
use  of  ihe  books  in  the  Library  of  Congress,  during 
the  recess  of  its  sessions,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  on  the  terms,  and  under  the  rules,  regula- 
tions, restrictions,  and  penalties,  that  members  of  Con- 
gress are  allowed  to  use  the  said  books. 

The  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  continue  in  force 
'  an  act  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  and  nuoish  the  crime  of  piracy,'  and  also 
to  make  furtner  provision  for  punishing  the  crime 
of  piracy,"  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  establish  certain 
land  offices  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  (so  amended 
in  this  House  as  t#include  also  Indiana  and  Illi- 
nois,) was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Senate  for  concurrence  in  the  amendments. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  confirm  certain  pro- 
ceedings of  the  inhabitants  of  Cahokia,  in  the 
State  of  Illinois,  in  laying  out  a  town  on  the 
commons  of  said  village,  was  read  a  third  time, 
passed,  a^d  returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Little  introduced  a  proposition,  the  object 
of  which  was,  that  the  House  should,  for  the  re- 
mainder of  this  session,  meet  at  11  o'clock  instead 
of  10,  the  present  appointed  hour.  In  support  of  this 
motion,  he  said  that  every  day  for  a  week  past  there 
had  not  been  more  than  thirty  members  present 
at  the  hour  of  meeting,  and  the  chairmen  of  com- 
mittees were  not  present  to  make  their  reports,  but 
subsequently  came  into  the  House,  and  obtamed 
leave  to  report.  He  therefore  thought  it  would  be 
a  saving  of  time  to  meet  at  the  hour  of  11,  and 
afford  time  to  the  committees  to  sit  in  the  morning, 
and  'transact  business. 

This  motion  produced  some  little  discussion  be- 
tween Messrs.  Simkins,  Foot,  Campbell,  Tay- 
lor, and  McCoy.  Among  other  things,^  it  was 
said  by  Mr.  McCoy  that,  though  there  was  a  large 
maiority  of  the  House  in  favor  of  meeting  at  an 
early  hour,  there  never  was  a  majority  present  at 
the  hour  of  meeting.  He  was,  however,  opposed 
to  changing  the  hour  of  meeting,  which  had  al- 
ready been  changed  more  than  once  in  the  session. 

Tne  motion  of  Mr.  Little  was  negatived. 


Mr.  Simkins  then  moved  this  resolution : 
Resolved,  That  the  House  will  not  adjourn  on  any 
day  before  the  hour  of  five  o'clock  in  the  afterooon, 
whilst  any  question  before  it  is  in  discussion,  and  re- 
mains undecided. 

And  this  proposition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  for  one  day. 

REVISION  OF  THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  then  a^ain  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committeie  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  regulating  the 
duties  on  imports. 

The  question  being  on  the  Committee's  rising 
and  reporting  the  tariff  bill  to  the  House,  the  de- 
bate thereon  was  resumed. 

Mr.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  Com- 
mittee as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  feel  much  indebted  to  the 
Committee  for  their  goodness  in  rising  on  yester- 
day, to  afford  me  an  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
views  upon  this  subject. 

I  am  about  to  attempt  an  answer  to  the  member 
from  Pennsylvania  who  reported  this  bill,  and 
other  ffentlemen  who  followed  him  in  its  support. 
Considering  the  arduousness  of  the  undertaking,  it 
miffht  perhaps  be  the  part  of  prudence  in  me  to 
decline  it ;  for  one  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Trimble;  informed  us  that  he  had  demonstrated 
many  of  his  propositions,  and  thus  placed  them 
beyond  the  possibility  of  question,  although  moral 
and  political  questions  are,  in  their  nature,  inca- 
pable of  demonstration,  and  it  cannot  be  affirmed 
of  any  thing  short  of  demonstration  that  there  is 
no  possible  doubt ;  whilst  another  member  from 
Kentucky  (the  Speaker)  has  invited  the  opponents 
of  the  bill  to  attempt  an  answer  to  the  membei 
from  Pennsylvania ;  from  which  it  may  be  infer- 
red, that  the  advocates  of  the  bill  feel,  something 
like  the  confidence  of  anticipated  triumph.  Ardu- 
ous however  as  the  undertaking  may  be,  fearful 
as  the  odds  may  be  against  me^  I  am  emboldened 
to  proceed,  from  the  consideration  that,  in  such  a 
conflict  as  I  find  myself  enxpged  in,  success  on  my 
part  would  be  cause  of  self-gratulation,  whilst  de- 
feat would  not  be  attended  with  disgrace. 

The  Speaker,  in  the  close  of  his  remarks,  called 
upon  us  to  say  what  account  we  could  render  of 
our  stewardship  when  we  returned  to  our  consti- 
tuents ?  He  presented  to  us  the  following  train  of 
inquiry  in  detail :  What,  said  he,  have  you  done 
upon  the  subject  of  retrenchment?  I  shall  be 
ready  to  answer,  in  relation  to  that  subject,  that  I 
exerted  my  utmost  efforts  to  effect  a  considerable 
retrenchment ;  and  that,  if  I  did  not  succeed,  it 
was  because  I  was  overruled  by  a  majority  of  tiiis 
House,  who  differed  from  me  m  opinion  as  to  the 
policy  of  continuing  to  its  full  amount  one  very 
large  item  of  public  expenditure.  What  have  vou 
done  as  to  the  currency  of  the  country  ?  I  snail 
answer,  nothing,  because  nothing  was  necessary  to 
be  done.  The  channel  of  circulation  had  become 
too  full,  it  had  overflowed  its  banks.  The  flood  of 
circulating  medium  has  subsided ;  it  has  already 
sought,  or  is  tending  to  seek,  its  level,  almost  as 
the  waters  of  the  Potomac  seek  theirs.  As  physi- 
cal laws  govern  the  one,  so  the  laws  of  political 
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economy  govern  the  other.  Self-regitlation,  then, 
is  a  safer  and  better  reliance  than  any  act  of  legis- 
lation. What  have  you  done  to  relieve  the  thou- 
sands of  unfortunate  oankrupts  in  the  country  ?  I 
shall  be  ready  to  answer  that,  whilst  I  sincerely 
sympathize  with  my  suffering  fellow-citizens  in 
that  situation,  I  could  not  vote  for  a  bankrupt  bill 
consistently  with  my  idea  of  the  immutable  prin- 
ciples of  justice.  I  do  not  speak  now  of  the  re- 
lease of  their  persons  from  confinement.  To  such 
a  proposition  my  objections  do  not  apply ;  but  I 
never  can  consent  to  cancel  the  obligation  of  con- 
tracts^ and  to  exempt  after-acquired  property  from 
liabihty  to  the  payment  of  debts ;  because  the  rela- 
tion 01  debtor  and  creditor  cannot  exist,  until  the 
debtor  shall  have  received  something  of  value  from 
the  creditor,  and  then  to  cancel  the  obligation  of 
the  contract,  is  to  say  to  the  creditor,  who  has 
parted  with  value  we  cannot  restore  to  him,  that 
ne  shall  not  receive  the  equivalent  which  the  debt- 
or promised,  and  without  the  expectation  of  which 
he  never  would  have  parted  witn  what  constituted 
the  consideration  of  tnat  promise.  This,  sir,  is  a 
very  brief  account  of  my  stewardship  in  relation 
to  tnese  subjects,  with  which  I  shall  expect  that 
my  constituents  will  be  so  satisfied  as  to  say  that, 
as  it  respects  them,  I  have  been  a  faithful  servant. 
I  shall  not  ask  them  for  the  further  reward  of 
'^  making  me  steward  over  many  things,  because  I 
have  been  faithful  over  a  few."  But,  sir.  what 
connexion  have  these  subjects  with  the  bill  now 
under  discussion  ?  Suppose  that  the  House  had 
decided  improperly  upon  all  these,  can  they  by  any 
possibility  affect  tne  decision  upon  this  question, 
which  must  rest  upon  the  basis  of  its  own  intrin- 
sic merits  ?  But  what  have  you  done  in  favor  of 
domestic  manufactures?  Here  again,  sir,  I  am 
ready  to  answer,  nothing;  and,  as  this  inquiry 
brings  us  directly  to  the  very  subject  before  the 
Committee.  I  will  now  proceed  to  state  to  you, 
and  througn  you  to  my  constituents,  the  reasons 
which  have  produced  a  conviction  upon  my  mind 
that,  in  doing  nothing,  we  shall  act  wisely. 

Tne  avowed  object  of  this  bill  is,  by  means  of 
increased  duties  upon  imported  ^oods,  to  afford  en- 
couragement to  tnat  part  of  the  industry  of  the 
country  which  is  engaged  in  domestic  manufac- 
tures ;  and  the  question  is,  whether  such  a  meas- 
ure is  compatible  with  the  principles  of  justice,  or 
of  sound  policy  ?  It  will  be  my  endeavor  to  prove 
that  it  is  not.  Before,  however,  I  go  particularly 
into  these  views,  I  beg  leave  to  answer  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Baldwin,}  and  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Storks,)  of  a  general  nature,  in  relation 
to  our  system  of  reven  ue  from  imposts.  They  have 
characterized  it  with  epithets  of  the  severest  repro- 
bation. It  has  been  called  an  unsound,  a  rotten 
system.  So  far  from  thinking  that  these  epithets 
are  merited,  I  have,  for  my  part,  a  decided  prefer- 
ence for  the  impost  system,  and  I  will  proceed  to 
state  to  the  Committee  the  reasons  of  that  prefer- 
ence. The  whole  practice  of  the  Government, 
from  its  commencement  to  the  present  moment, 
with  but  few  exceptions,  and  those  principally  in 
time  of  war,  has  been  to  rely  upon  imposts  for  the 


purpose  of  defraying  its  expendftares.    Of  :- 
fact  I  make  the  double  use,  that  those  who  hi- 
administered   the  Government    have   cous:i&-. 
this  mode  of  raising  revenue  most  consistec!  tf:: 
the  feelings  of  the  people,  and  that  the  people  cir:- 
selves,  havinff  been  accustomed   to  it  tor  lit 
years,  would  Snd  it  more  agreeable  and  coBrav:: 
than  any  other.    I  would  not  innovate  xipci :. 
then,  unless  there  were  very  strong  reasons  f::  i 
change.    So  far  from  this,  the  reasons  are.  li)  c; 
opinion,  strong  in  favor  of  its  continuance.  La  us 
examine  them  somewhat  at  large.     This  boi3*  .>:' 
raising  revenue  by  impost  is  the  least  expeD^.r^  Ji 
its  collection,  and  oi  course,  of  any  girco  '3 
raised  by  taxation,  the  less  there  may  be  expnH 
in  collection,  the  more  there  *will  be  amiiicab:e  :. 
the  purposes  of  the  Government.    Gen  Jozuo  hsr- 
said  that  the  excise  in  England  wk  eoBected  a: 
less  expense  than  any  other  tax.    Wkater&'miy 
be  the  case  in  England,  such  'WouU  wAhethefiir 
calculation  in  this  country.  In  Sn^aiui^e  por- 
tion is  dense,  and  the  manufacturers  an  coaxed 
in  large  cities  and  towns,  which  woold  naike  ^ke 
collection  much  less  expensive  than  in  t^X)iuted 
States,  where  the  population  is  comparatiTdj  tot 
sparse,  and  the  manufacturers  scattered  o^  i 
much  larger  surface.  But,  instead  of  detainiiig^ 
Committee  withprobabilities,  I  -will  refer  tics  *. 
matter  of  fact.   Tne  report  from  the  Treasarrl^ 
partment,  of  December,  1801 ,  states  that  whSftu. 
expenses  of  collection  on  merchandise  and  toiusf 
dia  not  exceed  four  per  cent  those  on  the  penmr^r 
internal  duties  amounted  to  almost  twenty  perKst. 
This  he  ascribed  to  the  dispersed  situation  of  t» 
persons  paying  the  duties,  and  the  total  nsBn^^oi 
revenue  oeing  inconsiderable.   But,  sir,  let  &  cssf 
nearer  the  present  time.    It  appears,  frooi^'-^ 
documents,  that  the  total  amount  of  duties  en  ^ 
ports,  for  the  years  1815, 1816, 1817,  andlSlivis 
(not  regarding  fractions)  $118,383,000,  aod  ^ 
whole  expense  of  collection  (in  like  masDef  di^ 
carding  fractions)  was  $2,771,000,  nor  eqaal  to 
two  and  a  half  per  cent,  upon  the  whole  Mmcani 
From  the  same  source  I  derive  the  &ct  thtt  the 
expense  of  the  collection  of  iotenal  ^ofzes,  in 
1816,  was  four  per  cent,  and  eigbr-iM^s,aiid  that 
of  the  collection  of  the  direct  tax  of  the  same'^car 
was  five  per  cent,  and  three-tenths. 

A  second  advantage  in  favor  of  the  uni^t  sys- 
tem is,  that  there  is  much  less  loss  to  the  Goven- 
ment  by  insolvency,  &c. ;  it  appears  that  tie 
whole  loss  upon  customs,  from  the  commencciDes: 
of  the  system,  amounting  to  the  enormous  saz3  of 
$351,329,799,  is  not  quite  one-half  of  one  pfff^H 
Without  referring  the  Committee  to  the  laisfctiz  cf 
official  reports,  I  am  justified  in  sayin^^  gesen^^^ 
that  the  loss  in  the  collection  of  internal  taxes  Viis 
been  much  greater,  and  for  this  obvious  reavs. 
that  the  customs  are  collected  from  a  vwytrr 
persons  in  comparison  with  those  from  whcin  t:^ 
other  taxes  are  collected.    A  third  adTant&?e  i 
that  the  payment  of  this  kind  of  tax  is  an  ic' 
volition  5  the  duty  becomes  a  part  of  the  price.  ::- 
we  either  buy  or  not  as  we  choose ;  whereas,  as  3: 
as  internal  taxes  should  consist  of  direct  taxes,  u^ 
payment  would  be  matter  of  compulsion.   A  foc-*^ 
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advantage  is,  that  this  srstem  is  calculated  to  op- 
erate more  equally.  Tne  great  desideratum  m 
every  system  of  taxation  should  be  to  make  every 
citizen  contribute,  as  far  as  practicable,  in  propor- 
tion to  his  ability.  As  there  is  no  mode  ol  ascer- 
taining that  ability  with  precision,  without  too 
inquisitorial  a  scrutiny,  the  best  approximation 
which  we  can  make  to  it  is  to  act  upon  the  prin- 
ciple that  every  man's  expense  is  proportioned  to 
his  ability ; '  the  few  examples  which  we  observe 
of  a  departure  from  this  principle,  in  prodigality 
or  extravagance,  do  not  disturb  the  general  truth ; 
the  present  system  has  this  principle  for  its  basis, 
as  the  buyer  of  ffoods  pays  a  tax  according  to  what 
he  purchases,  ^though  the  same  reasoning  would 
apply  to  excises,  yet  it  clearly  would  not  to  direct 
taxes ;  they,  by  tne  Constitution,  must  be  laid,  not 
according  to  wealth,  but  according  to  population ; 
thus,  in  case  of  a  direct  tax,  a  manufacturmg  State, 
with  millions  of  capital  profitably  employed  in  that 
way,  would  pay  not  one  cent  more  than  another 
State  of  equal  population,  whose  wealth  was  even 
fifty  per  cent,  less  ti^an  that  of  the  other ;  but  it  is 
not  only  thus  unequal  in  its  operation  between  dif- 
ferent States,  it  is  also  subject  to  enormous  in- 
equalities between  citizens  oi  the  same  State. 

The  direct  tax  is  imposed  upon  land  with  its 
improvements  and  slaves.  .  Now,  sir,  it  might  ha]^ 
pen  that  a  man  worth  ten  thousand  dollars,  if  it 
consisted  in  lands  and  slaves,  might  jpay  more  di- 
rect tax  than  one  worth  half  a  million,  if  it  con- 
sisted of  certain  descriptions  of  property,  such  as 
bank  stock,  funded  debt,  dbc,  for  this  kind  of  prop- 
erty pays  no  part  of  the  direct  tax.    A  fifth  advan- 
tage in  adhering  to  this  system  is,  that  now  we 
have  one  set  of  officers  ^  wnereas,  if  we  introduce 
a  permanent  system  of  internal  taxation,  the  pres- 
ent svstem  must  still  be  also  continued,  and  thus 
we  snail  create  another  set  of  officers,  whose  sala- 
ries and  perquisites  of  office  will  be  an  entire  loss, 
in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  besides  the  vexation 
produced  by  being  liable  to  the  demands  of  a  double 
set  of  tax-gatherers.    The  last,  but  not  the  least 
advantage  which  I  will  mention,  is,  that  the  power 
of  laying  imposts  is  taken  from  the  States  and 
given  exclusively  to  Congress.    One  of  the  strong- 
est objections  to  the  Constitution  was,  the  colE- 
sion  which  might  arise  between  the  State  and 
Federal  Governments,  in  the  exercise  of  their  re- 
spective powers  of  taxation,  where  they  were  cpn- 
current;  kit  in  this  particular  mode  oi  laying  du- 
ties on  imports,  and  in  this  only.  t^eF^eral 
Government  havixig  the  power  exclusiviely,  there 
is  a  complete  obviation  of  all  difficulties  Tvhich 
might  arise  from  collidinff  jurisdiction. 

The  a,idvocates  of  this  Dill  have  told  us  that  we 
cannot  much  buffer  get  on  without  the  aid  of  in- 
ternal taxation ;  tnat  sooner  or  later  we  must  come 
to  that  point;  and  that,  therefore,  we  had  better 
do  it  at  once.  My  first  remark  in  reply  to  this  is^ 
that  if,  as  I  have  attempted  to  show,  the  system 
of  impost  be  a  better  ana  more  equal  one  than  that 
of  internal  taxation,  then  the  argument  which 
would  persuade  us  to  adopt  the  latter,  by  antici- 
pation^ oecaose  we  might  hereafter  be  oUiged  to 
Qo  it,  IS  precisely  like  persuading  a  man  that,  be- 


cause he  must,  in  the  course  of  nature,  inevitably 
die,  it  would  become  him  to  anticipate  it  by  his 
own  act,  in  the  commission  of  suicide.    But,  say 

gentlemen,  the  revenue  from  imposts  is  unequal  to 
ae  exigencies  of  the  Government ;  and  how  do 
you  propose  to  remedy  it?  Why,  it  would  seem, 
oy  the  passage  of  a  bill,  the  effect  of  which  must 
be,  as  1  shall  presently  attempt  to  show,  to  dimin- 
ish that  very  revenue  which  sentlemen  say,  even 
now,  is  insufficient.  The  only  way  by  which  this 
apparent  inconsistency  can  he  expluned  is,  that 
this  subject  is  discussed  as  if  a  system  of  internal 
taxation  were  now  in  being ;  but  I  call  upon  gen- 
tlemen to  remember,  that  whatever  their  wishes  or 
opinions  as  to  the  relative  merits  of  the  two  sys- 
tems may  be,  the  impost  system  exists  now  in 
point  of  iacL  whilst  the  other  does  not;  and  I  will 
add  my  wisn,  that  it  never  may,  until  it  shall  be- 
come indispensably  necessary,  not  by  our  forced 
legislation,  but  by  the  natural  course  of  events. 
I  nave  just  said  that  I. would  attempt  to  show 
that  the  passage  of  this  bill  would  diminish  our 
revenue;  I  will  now  redeem  my  pledge,  or  en* 
deavor  to  do  so. 

The  first  proposition  which  I  shall  lay  down  is 
this — ^that  it  will  lessen  the  amount  or  importa- 
tions, upon  this  obvious  principle,  that  any  ffiven 
quantity  of  the  exportable  produce  of  the  land  and 
labor  ol  the  country  will  purchase  fewer  commodi- 
ties at  a  higher^  than  it  would  at  a  lower  price. 
That  the  imposition  of  the  proposed  duties  will 
raise  the  price  of  the  commodities  imported  no 

Sentleman  has  questioned.  Our  exportable  pro- 
uce  remaining  tne  same,  then,  will  purchaseless 
than  if  the  duty  were  not  raised;  and,  conse- 
quently, the  quantity  of  articles  must  be  dimin- 
ished. If  it  be  said  that  the  increased  duties  will 
compensate  for  the  diminished  consumption,  I  an- 
swer, that,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  mere  luxu- 
ries, the  great  bulk  of  imported  commodities  is 
consumed  by  that  portion  of  our  people,  who,  con- 
stitutinff  the  middle  class  of  society  between  pov- 
erty and  wealth,  are,  with  various  de^ees  of  prop- 
erty, only  indep^ident  or  moderately  rich.  Though 
the  very  wealthy  man  miffht  still  continue  to  pur- 
chase his  luxuries  as  before,  without  regajrd  to 
price,  yet,  amongst  the  great  class  which  I  hare 
mentioned,(thevery  bone  and  sinew  of  the  commu- 
nity,) there  is  a  spirit  of  prudence  and  calculation 
which  makes  them  value  their  comforts  and  plea- 
sures at  a  certain  price  only,  beyond  wiiich  they 
will  not  go.  ;^  What  that  is,  it  is  impossible  to  say, 
with  any  thing  like  precision,  it  being  a  mere 
question  of  quanti^,  of  more  or  less ;  I  venture, 
however,  to  say,  that  the  duties  now  proposed 
would  pass  this  limit,  and  consequently  cause  a 
ffreat  diminution  of  consumption,  and  with  it  a 
diminution  of  comfort  to  pur  citizens,  and  of  rev- 
enue to  the  Government. 

I  pass  on  to  other  views.  The  increased  rate  of 
duty  will  furnish  a  strong  additional  temptation 
to  smuggling,  already  in  some  degree  practised 
with  the  existing  duties^  and  thus,  as  far  as  that 
practice  shall  extend,  defraud  the  Government  al- 
together. But  the  advocates  of  the  biU  ^emaelves 
admit  that  there  will  be  a  diminution  of  revenue 
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as  to  many  of  the  most  important  articles^  and 
have  attempted  to  supply  it  by  an  increase  or  duty 
npon  iron,  salt,  sugar,  and  coffee — articles  either 
01  absolute  necessity,  or,  at  least,  of  ordinary  com- 
fort Upon  this  I  must  take  leave  to  remark,  that 
if  these  articles  will  bear  an  increase,  we  ought, 
according  to  the  declarations  of  gentlemen  them- 
selves, to  have  the  benefit  of  it ;  for  they  tell  us 
that  our  revenue  is  deficient,  and  any  addition 
which  these  articles  will  bear  will  not  be  more 
than  the  Qovemment  can  conveniently  dispose  of. 
At  a  time,  then,  when  all  the  revenue  which  we 
can  derive  from  imports  will  not  more  than  meet 
the  exigencies  of  the  Treasury,  it  surelv  cannot  be 
right  to  adopt  any  {policy  which  would  diminish 
tlutt  amount,  even  if  the  policy  proposed  to  be 
established  might,  under  other  circumstances,  be 
thought  a  correct  one. 

I  shall  now  endeavor  to  prove  that  it  is  in  viola- 
tion of  the  general  principles  of  political  economy 
to  build  up  a  manuiacturmg  system  by  the  forced 
means  of  legislative  interference,  and  that  there  is 
nothing  peculiar  in  the  situation  of  this  country, 
whether  considered  in  relation  to  its  political  char- 
acter or  otherwise,  which  makes  our  case  an  ex- 
ception to  the  general  rule.  It  would  seem,  how- 
ever, from  what  has  been  said  by  the  Speaker  of 
the  writers  on  political  economy,  that  he  reposes 
little  or  no  confidence  in  them.  He  has  said,  that 
we  derive  our  visionary  theories  from  European 
,  writers,  whom  their  own  Governments  do  not  ac- 
knowledge as  guides  in  legislation ;  thus,  that  gen- 
tleman, instead  of  meeting  and  refuting  the  doc- 
trines of  Stuart,  Smith,  and  others,  has  at  once 
I>ut  them  under  the  ban  of  his  denunciation  by  a 
single  contemptuous  remark.  Indeed,  it  might  be 
said  of  him,  as  was  said  of  another  distinguished 
man  upon  another  occasion,  '4hat  he  put  to  flight 
a  host  of  syllogisms  by  a  sneer."  After  all  his 
dispara^ment  of  European  writers  on  the  science 
of  political  economy,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say. 
that,  if  their  manufactures  of  cotton  and  wool 
exceed  ours  as  far  as  their  works  upon  this  inter- 
esting subject  surpass  ours,  then  indeed  we  cannot 
sustain  the  competition  to  which  we  aspire  by 
any  encouragement  which  we  can  afford;  and 
though  their  Governments  do  not  follow  their 
counsels,  that  surely  is  no  reason  why  we  should 
not,  if  tney  be  in  themselves  correct,  and  caJcu- 
lated  to  enhance  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 
As  well  miffht  it  be  said,  that  we  ought  not  to  re- 
spect any  of  their  principles  of  ethics  or  morality, 
such,  for  example,  as  tne  doctrines  of  Paley  or 
Rutherford,  because  they  do  not  pursue  them. 
There  is,  it  is  true,  no  demonstration  in  the  sciences 
of  morals  and  politics,  as  there  is  in  the  mathe- 
matics ;  but  there  are,  in  each  of  those  sciences, 
certain  truths  so  obvious  in  themselves  and  so  uni- 
versally assented  to  by  mankind,  that  they  almost 
rank  in  the  class  of  axioms,  and  constitute  the 
basis  of  reasoning  in  questions  of  this  kind ;  such, 
for  example,  is  the  principle,  that  the  market  price 
of  commodities  is  regulated  by  the  proportion  be- 
tween the  actual  demand  and  supply.  It  is  to 
principles  as  well  settled  as  this  that  I  shall  resort 
m  the  course  of  this  argument,  though  they  may 


even  be  drawn  from  European  writers.    WiL 
further  remarks,  I  will  proceed  directly  to  the  :■ 
eral  reasoning  against  lesislatiTe  interferr;:: 
create  and  sustain  a  manu&ctaring'  system. 

The  strength  of  every  country  consists  c  : 
number,  the  character,  and  the  "vradth  c£its" 
lation.    First,  then,  let  us  compare  two  coi<:^ 
the  one  agricultural,  and  the  otner  mandkit: : 
in  relation  to  numbers.     The  ▼ery  object  c^^jT 
culture  is  to  procure  the  means  or  sufasfiten*;  tzi 
it  is  agreed  on  all  hands  that  the  ununrndsch- 
sistence  is  precisely  the  measure  of  theer£:c>f 
population,  since  without  it  they  cannot  ok  J 
consequence,  other  things  bein^  c^ixly  the  cgsil-; 
which  is  agricultural,  and  'v^hich  not  only  oai-. 
its  own  sul^istence^  but  a  surplus  for  erport^u  ■ 
which,  upon  occasion,  may  he  ^i^kd  to  szrp;  . 
the  deficiency  of  any  year,  ^will  be  inaiv  poaucLi 
than  one,  a  great  part  of  whose  Ubor  is  applied  tu 
manufactures,  and  which,  thenloR,  in  ordmuy 
years,  scarcely  makes  a  sufficiency,  lad,  in  wy 
case  of  deficiency,  depends  entirelr  uroii  t  fo!t:r 
supply,  for  the  very  means   by  wnick  to  sappc- 
life.    If  it  be  said  that  this  reasoning  dos  z.: 
apply  to  the  present  situation  of  the  United  Su-^. 
I  answer,  that  it  is  the  province  of  the  statcsca: 
not  to  legislate  merely  for  the  present  mcsf: 
but  to  look  forward  to  that  state  of  thiBg!^  ^  - 
according  to  the  counse  of  human  a&us.  ^. 
fairly  be  considered  a^if^inevitable ;  and,  acc(?i:: 
to  all  experience,  the  time  will  come  wha  s  r^ 
apply  to  us  with  full  force  as  -well  as  to  ote^- 
tions.    When,  for  example,  the  mannfactoffrs.  ir 
gether  with  their  families,  shall  bear  i  hrgt  pr:- 
portion  to  the  remaining  population ;  iarmithe 
remembered,  that  while  fooa  only  increases  thtk- 
metically,  population  increases  geometrkailr,  u 
idea  which  I  shall  have  occasion  to  dvdl ^ip:: 
more  at  large  hereafter. 

Let  us  now  compare  the  same  two  natioas  z 
relation  to  the  character  of  their  popafttroa,  whv 
ther  affected  by  moral  or  politicai  eaases.    Tht 
agriculturist,  in  this  country,  caldvates  bis  own 
farm ;  he  looks  only  to  the  benefirace  of  tht  De- 
ity, and  the  sweat  of  his  own  broir,  for  the  main- 
tenance of  himself  and  familf ;  by  his  own  will 
he  regulates  his  conduct ;  he  knows  no  supery.t 
except  those  who  are  clothed  with  the  authoriiy .: 
the  law;  he  thus  acquires  the  proud  spiiit  gI  u 
independent  freeman ;  he  has  the  port,  the  siar.-^* 
the  dignity,  of  a  man.    On  the  contrary,  the  nii- 
ufacturer  nas  no  source  of  revenue  hot  ki$  u^xr. 
which  he  must  constantly  sell  to  a  master:  sc:  li> 
own,  but  that  master's  will,  is  the  rule  cf  his  con- 
duct   While  independence,  then,  is  tk  chanr- 
teristic  of  the  agriculturist,  mere  serrihtr  is  t:- 
of  the  manufacturer.    This  is  the  difference  il  *: 
moral  effects;  that  in  the  physical  is  jast  assr: 
ing ;  the  a^iculturist,  from  the  very  nature  oi  -> 
pursuits,  enjoys  the  light  and  air  of  Heaven.  .!■  ^ 
its  purity ;  he  has  his  regular  periods  of  Jabc-*   i 
rest ;  he  has  that  strong  and  healthy  con5ti7.  ^ 
which  results  from  these.    The  manufisicfure!  ^ 
the  contrary,  under  the  orders  of  an   arar.'-  ^I 
task-master,  scarcely  knows  the  distinction  c:  m 
and  night.    The  hammers  of  Birminghaic  m 
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neTer  at  rest;  the  wheels  of  Manchester  never 
stand  still.  They  are  pent  up  in  tadc-hoases  dur- 
ing the  day,  amid  noxious  effluvia,  and  crowded 
in  huts  at  night — ^that  is,  such  of  them  as  are 
allowed  to  sleep ;  for  a  part,  in  alternate  succes- 
sion, pursue  their  toils  during  the  ni^ht.  Such  is 
the  condition  of  the  adults  engaged  in  these  estah- 
lishments.  That  of  the  children  is,  if  possible, 
still  more  deplorable;  taken  at  an  early  period 
from  their  narents,  they  are  cut  off  from  the  sacred 
morality  or  the  hearth,  and  lose  all  benefit  of  pa- 
rental instruction,  which  instils  the  lessons  of  wis- 
dom into  the  mind,  and  morality  into  the  heart ; 
thrown  together  into  a  crowd,  where  there  is  a 
promiscuous  intercourse  between  different  a^es 
and  sexes,  fatigued  with  a  degree  of  labor  which 
they  can  scarcely  bear ;  without  the  aid  of  moral 
or  religious  instruction,  they  stow  up  unfit  to  be 
members  of  society,  and  qualified  only  to  obey  the 
will  of  a  master  themselves,  and  to  transmit  that 
wretched  inheritance  to  their  posterity.  How  dif- 
ferent the  condition  of  the  children  of  the  agricul- 
turist !  The  virtue  and  independence  of  the  pa- 
rent are  learned  and  practised  by  them,  and  they 
become  qualified  to  act  with  propriety  in  all  the 
various  relations  in  which  they  stand  bound  to 
society.  Bat,  sir,  I  will  not  pursue  this  subject 
further.  I  refer  the  Committee  to  the  feeling  de- 
scrii)tion  of  those  who  have  written  upon  it,  and 
particularly  to  that  of  the  celebrated  AiKin. 

The  advocates  of  this  bill  contend,  that  it  will 
tend  to  increase  the  national  wealth.    I  think  I 
shall  be  able  to  show  that  they  are  entirely  deceived 
in  this  calculation.    Wealth,  either  public  or  pri- 
vate, consists  in  the  excess  of  production  beyond 
consumption  ;  whatever  appropriation  of  capital, 
then,  will  create  the  largest  mass  of  production, 
(the  consumption  remaining  the  same,)  will  create 
the  most  wealth ;  if  an  appropriation  to  manufac- 
tures were  the  most  profitable,  we  may  be  assured 
that  individual  interest  will  give  it  that  direction. 
This  principle  of  interest  is  one  of  the  strongest 
of  our  nature ;  "  not  written  on  the  heart  bv  pre- 
cept, but  engraven  by  destiny ;  not  instilled  oy  ed- 
ucation, but  infused  at  our  nativity ;"  it  burns  with 
an  inextinguishable  li^ht,  like  the  fire  of  the  vestal 
virgins.    The  unceasing  desire,  which  we  thus 
have,  to  better  our  condition,  is  best  guided,  too, 
by  individual  sa^city,  which  always  points,  or 
endeavors  to  point,  to  the  object  oi  our  wisnes. 
Why,  then,  is  the  capital  of  the  countrv  not  ap- 
propriated to  manufactures  ?  Merely  for  tne  reason, 
that  other  appropriations  of  it  are  more  profitable ; 
this  is  proven,  incontestably,  by  the  very  circum- 
stance of  the  manufacturers  asking  for  aid ;  for, 
surely,  if  their  profit  were  equal  to  that  of  the  other 
pursuits  in  society,  they  would  not  need  it,  and  to 
give  it  would  be  tne  extreme  of  injustice.    But,  if 
the  appropriation  of  capital  to  manufactures  be 
thus  clearly  shown  to  be  less  profitable  than  in 
some  other  way,  then  it  follows  that  a  less  mass  of 
production  is  created ;  and.  as  national  wealth  has 
been  shown  to  consist  in  tne  excess  of  production 
beyond  consumption,  consequently,  national  wealth 
is  diminished,  not  increased.    That  it  will  increase 
the  wealth  of  the  great  manufacturers,  no  one 


questions ;  but,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  in- 
quiry here  is,  whether  it  will  add  to  the  totality 
of  the  wealth  of  the  nation  ?  I  have  already  shown 
that  it  will  produce  a  contrary  effect ;  and  that, 
too,  by  a  direct  injury  to  the  whole  mass  of  con- 
sumers ;  for,  i>recisely  as  you  enhance  the  price  of 
the  commodities  which  they  purchase^  you  dimin- 
ish the  value  of  the  products  of  their  labor,  the 
value  of  which  consists  in  the  power  of  command- 
ing the  products  of  the  labor  of  others.  Another 
great  aavantage  which  an  agricultural  country 
possesses  over  a  manufacturing  one,  is,  the  greater 
stability  of  its  wealth  j  the  wealth  of  the  first  con- 
sists in  its  lands,  with  its  permanent  imi)rovementSy 
buildings,  melioration  or  soil,  &c.  which,  amidst 
all  the  vicissitudes  of  events,  and  even  the  shocks 
of  war,  still  remain ;  that  of  the  other,  with  the 
exception  of  the  fixed  part  of  the  capital,  consists 
in  what  claims  no  country  for  its  home,  but  that 
in  which  the  greatest  profit  can  be  made ;  it  may 
rather  be  said  to  sojourn  for  a  while  in  any  country, 
than  to  be  domiciliated  there ;  one  combination  of 
circumstances  located  it  in  a  particular  place:  a 
different  combination  will  cause  its  removal.  The 
history  of  all  Europe  is  a  practical  commentary 
on  these  remarks ;  manufactures  have  there  repeat- 
edly changed  their  abode ;  and  no  man  can  tell 
how  soon  England  may  cease  to  be  the  work-shop 
and  toy-shop  of  Europe  and  America. 

Another  decided  recommendation  of  the  a^rricul- 
tural  system  over  the  manufacturing,  is  this :  the 
interest  of  the  agriculturist  is  precisely  identified 
with  that  of  the  community ;  that  of  the  manufac- 
turer is  not  only  not  identined,  but  is,  in  some  de- 
^ee,  opposed  to  it.  The  interest  of  the  manufacturer 
IS,  to  narrow,  as  much  as  possible,  the  competition 
in  the  sale  or  his  commodities :  the  interest  of  the 
community  is^obviouslv,  to  widen  that  competition. 
'^  Profit,  too,  IS  naturally  low  in  rich,  and  high  in 
poor  countries ;  and  it  is  always  highest  in  coun- 
tries which  are  goin^  fastest  to  ruin."  In  a jpdit- 
ical  point  of  view,  then,  it  is  well  worthy  orcon- 
sideration  how  far  it  is  good  policy  to  create  and 
sustain,  by  artificial  means,  a  class  in  society  whose 
interests  are  thus,  in  some  degree,  necessarily  op- 
posed to  those  of  the  rest  of  the  society.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say,  that  manufactures  are  not  useful,  and 
even  necessary,  to  agriculture ;  but  I  do  mean  to 
contend,  that  it  is  better  to  let  others  manufacture 
for  us,  as  long  as  we  can  appropriate  our  capital 
in  a  way  which  will  be  more  profitable  y  and  I  do 
mean  to  contend,  that,  if  Government  attempt  to 
judge  of  this,  it  will  be  perpetually  subject  to  error, 
and  may,  by  the  aid  which  it  affords,  force  a  com- 
paratively unprofitable  appropriation  of  the  capital 
of  the  country :  whereas,  if  it  be  left  to  individual 
sagacity,  the  tnermometer  will  scarcely  mark  the 
variations  in  the  temperature  of  the  weather  with 
more  accuracy  than  this  will  the  variations  in  the 
rate  of  profit;  and,  consequently,  we  have  the  ut- 
most security  that  capital  will  be  applied  to  manu- 
factures, whenever  it  ought  to  be  so  applied ;  that 
is,  whenever,  by  such  an  application,  it  will  be 
more  profitable  than  by  any  other.  And  what 
equivalent  are  we  promised  for  submitting  to  a 
measure  subject  to  so  many  and  such  strong  ob- 
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Jections  ?  Why,  it  is  said,  that,  if  we  will  protect 
manufactures,  as  soon  as  they  shall  be  firmly  es- 
tablished, they  will  ailord  us  a  revenue  from  ex- 
cise. In  the  first  place,  I  answer,  that,  if  that 
promise  should  be  realized,  the  period  would  be 
altofi^ether  uncertain,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  there 
would  be  an  acknowledged  deficiency  of  revenue 
arising  from  impost ;  and  further,  if  I  have  shown 
that  an  appropriation  of  capital  in  that  way  would 
be  less  profitaole,  there  would  be  an  actual  anni- 
hilation of  national  wealth,  to  an  amount  equal  to 
the  difference  between  the  profit  arising  from  that 
and  a  difierent  appropriation.  It  is  said,  however, 
that  manufactures  will  become  cheaper  than  they 
now  are :  this  is  a  downright  inconsistency ;  for,  at 
their  present  price,  we  are  loudly  called  upon  to 
save  them  from  sinking,  and  yet.  at  the  same  mo- 
ment, we  are  told,  that  they  will  actually  be  sold 
at  a  price,  hereafter,  less  than  that  for  which  they 
now  sell,  and  a  sale  at  which,  it  is  said,  will  pro- 
duce ruin.  There  is  no  inducement,  then,  in  this 
promised  equivalent.  I  have  already  shown  that 
the  proposed  measure  is  wrong,  upon  general  prin- 
ciples, and  I  will  now  attempt  to  show,  not  only 
that  there  is  nothing  peculiar  in  the  situation  of 
this  country  which  would  require  us  to  depart  from 
these  general  principles ;  but  that^  on  the  contrary, 
whatever  distinguishing  peculiarity  there  is,  either 
in  our  Grovernment,  people,  or  country,  it  contrib- 
utes rather  to  fortify  than  to  weaken  their  force, 
and  to  render  them  emphatically  applicable  to  us. 
Our  Government  is  Republican ;  next  to  the  virtue 
of  its  citizens^  equality  is  one  of  the  surest  founda- 
tions upon  which  such  a  Government  can  stand. 
Equality  of  rights  is  actually  attainable,  and  is 
practically  enforced;  but  equality  of  property,  also, 
as, far  as  it  can  be  effected  by  Constitutional  and 
l^al  means,  is  also  greatly  desirable ;  it  is  witli  a 
view  to  this  result^  that  the  principle  of  primogen- 
iture has  been  abolished  in  the  several  States,  which 
gave  to  one  member  of  a  family  the  whole  real 
estate ;  it  is  with  the  same  view  that  the  principle 
of  entails  has  been  abolished,  which  perpetuated 
the  estate,  so  given,  in  the  particular  person,  and 
his  heirs  in  a  particular  line.  These  prmciples  are 
two  of  the  strongest  pillars  upon  which  a  monarchy 
rests,  because  they  concentrate  the  property  of  the 
country,  and  with  it  the  power  and  influence  of  a 
few ;  but  the  very  reverse  of  this  is  the  proper  pol- 
icy in  our  Grovernment ;  with  us  not  concentration, 
but  the  most  extensive  and  universal  diffusion  is 
the  great  desideratum ;  the  very  same  property 
which,  when  broken  into  small  parts,  spreads 
plenty,,  comfort,  and  independence,  over  a  whole 
country,  when  accumulated  in  the  hands  of  a  few, 
begets  the  extremes  of  great  wealth  and  great  pov- 
erty J  by  this,  one  portion  of  the  society  is  too  much 
elevated,  the  other  is  too  much  depressed ;  the  one 
feels  arrosance,  the  other  submission.  In  such  a 
state  of  things^  the  force  of  political  institutions 
would  be  continually  impaired  by  the  aristocracy 
of  wealth.  Inasmuch,  then,  as  I  believe  that  the 
effect  of  this  bill  would  be  to  produce  this  concen- 
tration of  wealth,  so  much  to  be  reprobated^  and 
thus  place  the  General  Government  m  ihe  attitude 
of  counteracting  the  policy  of  the  States,  which, 


as  I  have  said,  consists  in  promoting  a  difiuv^v 
property — in  this  point  of  view,  I  think  there  '.• 
strong  political  reason,  derived  from  the  naic; 
our  institutions,  in  aid  of  the  general  pric: ;. 
which  I  have  been  discussine. 

In  relation  to  our  people  they  have,  from  a  :■ 
bination  of  circumstances,  the  most  imporu:' 
which  is  the  immense  quantity  of  new  and  fcr 
land,  been  always  accustomed  to  the  pursii. 
agricultural  life.     The  force  of  habit,  th^ 
operates  with  other  causes  to  give  them  a  r 
ence  to  that  kind  of  labor;  but  I  hare  alrea: . 
deavored  to  prove  that  it  is  more  contrite:. 
the  health  or  the  bodj  and  the  independence  : 
mind.    If  these  positions  be  correct,  and  qe'^ 
the  last,  agriculture  is  a  pursuit  which,  mcf:  >. 
manufactures,  fits  the  people  for  the  Gorenir 
under  which  they  live.    Surely  it  cans::  ^  :v 
part  of  a  statesman,  by  legislation,  to  kl^:'t: 
inducement  to  the  people  to  abandon  lu'  ft:^ 
which  qualifies  them  for  the  station  in  ibii'. 
sure  placed  by  the  social  compact  undenri/L-, 
live;  not  to  perform  the  part  of  mere  sentir 
dience,  but  to  fill  the  station  of  independst  > 
men,  who,  by  their  representalifes,  thai' 
make  the  laws  by  which  themselves  are  go^2?- 

In  relation  to  our  country,  let  it  be  jmsik' 


case  of  England :  they  do  not  suit  ^^T^},; 
lation  and  a  redundant  territorv;  ^S  jj^jji'i 


aK 


ation  of  the  United  States.       ,  , 

forced  into  existence  by  artificial  ia^\^  ^^, 
natural  result  of  an  overflowing  cap^";'  cac* 
can  be  said  that  the  capital  of  any  coun^i^^^^ 
of  thai  kind,  whUst  there  are  miUiO"!^^  yei  ^ 
millions  of  acres  of  the  most  if"iie  i»e  ^^^^ 
cultivated ;  such  is  the  situation  oi  ^ 


mely  sparse.     The  popula 
eluding  Wales,  in  1803,  was  169  to  ^y-^ 
mile ;  in  France  it  was  174  to  the  square  c^  ^ 
1810,  the  population  of  Connecticut,  the fflceiic^  ■ 

ulous  State  m  the  Union,  was  56.04  to  tkv^^ 
mile;  that  of  Virginia  only  13  andafractj^.iJ- 
admitting  the  superficies  of  the  United  Saa  - 
be  two  millions  of  square  miles,  the  ^^*2^' 
lation  is  only  three  and  exghtr-thNthmdm^^ 
square  mile.    See  Seybert's  Stati«5tical  i^' 
The  whole  land  of  England  and  Wales,  i>  ^^ 
mated  by  Bristed  at  38,500,000  acres  l^^' 
ready  said,  that  Seybert  estimates  the  tf^** 
at  2,000,000  square  miles ;  this,  redflcef,? j*^' 
amounts  to  1,280,000,000  acres  ofm  ^^^J 
it  seems  to  me,  that  it  would  be  ttoosf  *bk 
to  state  the  relative  population  m<^^^^^y 
two  countries,  to  convince  any  iBja^,^^^^ 
be  a  correct  policy  m  relation  to  iBi»|a»*''» 
be  highly  improper  for  us  to  puisae.         ^. 
The  population  of  England  and  w?"*;^*    : 
exceeded  that  of  the  United  States  lU^ij: 
yet  the  territory  of  the  United  State  is  ^^^,^j 
thirty  times  that  of  England  and  nai»i    ^^ 
the  population  of  the  United  States,  ^V^^ 
mile,  is  more  than  forty  times  less,  P^  v^jjj- 
whole  superficies.    Manufactures  suit  a  r»  .  ^ 
population,  with  a  confined  territory-  ^ 
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States.  Whilst  there  is  land  of  this  sort  to  culti- 
vate, its  coltiratioQ  is  the  most  profitable  appropri- 
ation  of  capital.  Take,  for  example,  a  quarter 
section  of  land  at  its  present  price,  amounting  to 
two  hundred  dollars ;  let  but  one  half  of  this  be 
well  cultivated,  and  I  know  of  no  application  of 
the  same  capital,  unconnected  with  mere  specula- 
tion, which  would  yield  an  equal  result ;  the  mere 
maintenance  of  the  family,  which  would  be  derived 
from  it,  exclnsive  of  the  produce  which  might  be 
soldji  under  ordinary  circumstances,  to  an  amount 
equal  to  the  capital  invested,  would  be  more  than 
the  profit  of  any  other  appropriation  with  which  I 
am  acquainted.  What  is  true  of  one  quarter  sec- 
tion, is  equally  true  of  every  one  in  the  United 
States,  as  long  as  one  of  sood  quality  remains  in 
an  uncultivated  state.  There  is  an  argument  de- 
rived from  the  influence  of  machinery  upon  man- 
ufactures, which  I  beg  leave  to  present  to  the 
Committee,  because  it  seems  to  me  to  be  entitled 
to  very  great  weight.  To  make  the  application,  I 
will  first  present  a  few  facts.  In  a  note  to  Lau- 
derdale, on  Public  Wealth,  pa^e  294,  it  is  said, 
that  a  machine  at  Derby  contamed  26,586  wheels, 
and  97,746  movements,  that  work  73,726  yards  of 
silk  at  every  turn  of  the  wheel ;  that  is  to  say, 
318,504,960  yards  in  twenty-four  hours.  In  the 
same  book,  page  301,  it  is  said  that,  in  Scotland, 
it  was  estimated  that  a  still  could  be  discharged 
about  once  a  day.  In  thirteen  years  afterwards, 
they  had  arrived  at  such  perfection  as  to  discharge 
it  almost  twenty-two  times  in  an  hour — that  is, 
upwards  of  five  hundred  times  as  oflen.  These 
statements  appear  to  be  such  as  almost  to  startle 
credibility.  JLet  us  take  some  much  more  moder- 
ate, and  which  will  answer  aU  the  purposes  of  my 
argument.  In  Ganilh's  Political  Economy,  it  is 
said  that  Sir  Richard  Arkwright's  invention  of  the 
cotton-spinninff  machine  shortened  that  kind  of 
labor  by  two-thirds,  and  rendered  it  twenty  times 
more  productive  than  it  had  been  before.  In  a 
supplement  to  the  Philadelphia  address,  of  1819,  it 
is  said  that  a  British  spinner  can,  by  the  interven- 
tion of  labor-saving  machinery,  spin  as  much  by 
one  person  as  requires  in  India  sixty  persons.  Fi- 
nally, in  the  same  book,  it  is  said,  upon  the  au- 
thority of  a  British  writer,  that  the  whole  laboring 
population  of  Great  Britain  has  its  powers  multi- 
plied fourteen  times  by  machinery.  The  author 
makes  an  estimation  which  would  reduce  it  to 
about  twelvefold.  The  general  purpose  for  which 
I  have  made  these  quotations  is  tnis — to  present  to 
the  advocates  of  this  bill  a  dilemma  from  which  it 
seems  to  me  they  cannot  extricate  themselves.  The 
first  part  of  it  is,  that,  if  we  have  not  the  advantage 
of  laoor-saving  machinery,  it  is  utterly  impossiUe 
to  sustain  a  competition  against  the  foreign  manu- 
facturer ;  the  other  is,  that,  if  we  have  that  ma- 
chinery, our  other  advantages  are  such  that  our 
manufacturers  do  not  need  any  further  protection 
from  the  Government.  The  first  proposition  is, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  sustain  a  comi^tition,  un- 
less we  have  the  advantage  of  machinery.  If  I 
were  to  take  the  case  of  the  stUl  which  I  have 
stated,  and  rely  upon  that,  it  would  be  so  striking 
that  the  mere  statement  of  the  fact  would  super- 


sede the  necessity  of  argument  or  comment ;  for 
all  will  agree  at  once  that  distillation,  carried  on 
by  a  still  discharged  once  a  day,  could  not  main- 
tain a  competition  against  that  carried  on  by  a 
still  discharged  five  hundred  times  a  day ;  that  is 
to  say,  could  not  maintain  a  competition  where 
the  odds  were  five  hundred  to  one. 

But,  sir,  I  will  not  call  this  extreme  case  to  my 
aid ;  I  will  not  even  use  the  much  more  moderate 
statement  of  the  British  machinery  making  one 
British  spinner  equal  to  forty  India  spinners,  be- 
sides an  allowance  for  the  expense  of  the  ma- 
chinery ;  I  will  take  the  minimum  estimates  ^  I 
will  suppose  that  the  physical  labor  is  multiplied 
twelve  times  by  macmnery ;  and  I  will  ask  whe- 
ther, even  under  these  curcumstances,  we  could 
possibly  sustain  a  competition  without  ourselves 
having  the  aid  of  machinery?  I  will  venture  to 
answer  th^  question  for  the  Committee,  and  say, 
it  would  not  be  possible ;  for  the  obvious  reasons, 
first,  that  the  odds  are  twelve  to  one  against  us, 
with  the  exception  of  the  cost  and  expense  of  the 
machinery ;  and,  secondly,  that  if  we  attempted 
to  balance  it  by  eleven  additional  workmen,  we 
should  be  subject  to  the  enormous  comparative  dis- 
advantage of  paying  the  wages,  and  furnishing 
the  clothing,  food,  and  maintenance  of  eleven  per- 
sons, whereas  the  machines  reauire  no  food  or 
clothing,  the  only  accruing  cost  being  the  interest 
of  the  orginal  price,  and  tne  wear  and  tear  of  the 
machine.  If  it  be  said  that  we  have  not  the  ma- 
chinery, then  I  answer  in  the  alternative,  that,  if 
our  manufacturers  have  the  capital,  and  will  not 
appropriate  it  in  that  way,  it  is  their  own  fault  ^  if 
they  nave  not  the  capital  which  would  enable 
them  to  buy  the  machinery,  then  the  Government 
cannot  furnish  it,  and  without  it  they  are  not  ready 
for  manufactures. 

The  second  proposition  is.  that  if  our  manufac- 
tures have  the  machinery,  their  other  advantages 
are  such  that  they  need  no  further  protection  from 
the  Government.  Take,  for  example,  the  two 
great  articles  of  cotton  and  woollen  goods ;  upon 
these  the  existing  duties  are  twenty-five  per  cent. ; 
when,  in  addition  to  this,  it  is  recollected  that  the 
raw  material  is  raised  here,  whereas  the  foreign 
manufacturer  has  to  purchase  it  at  a  considerably 
enhanced  price,  and  that  he  also  is  subject  to  the 
charges  and  risk  of  transportation  to  this  coimtry, 
the  whole  advantage  of  the  domestic  manufacturer 
may  be  estimated  moderately  at  thirty-five  per  cent, 
or  more.  As  to  the  coarse  cotton  goods  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  it  is  greatly  more,  because 
the  duty  is  estimated  upon  them  as  if  their  mini- 
mum cost  were  twentjr-five  cents  per  yard,  where- 
as, in  point  of  fact,  it  is  not  more  than  ten  cents. 
If  with  this  advantage  we  cannot  sustain  the  com- 
petition, it  argues  such  a  want  of  skill  or  econom  v, 
or  something  else,  as  to  show  that  we  are  not  ready 
yet  for  manufactures. 

But  I  win  not  detain  the  Committee  longer  with 
hypothetical  reasoning^  but  will  come  to  some  facts, 
which  wlU  show  that  it  is  the  want  of  perfect  ma- 
chinery ^  which  makes  the  gjreat  difference  against 
us.  It  IS  said,  in  the  supp^ment  to  the  address  of 
the  Philadelphia  Society,  which  I  have  before  re- 
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ferred  to,  that  we  have  beaten  England  out  of 
oar  market,  in  hats,  shoes,  boots,  and  ail  manufac- 
tures of  leather ;  that  we  are  her  superiors  in  ship 
building ;  and  the  reason  assigned  in  that  work  is, 
that  these  are  all  works  of  the  hands,  where  labor- 
saving  machinery  gives  no  aid.  But  a£;ain,  sir, 
in  the  same  address  we  are  presented  with  the  re- 
sults of  a  cotton  manufactory  near  Boston,  from 
which  it  appears  that  three  hundred  persons,  con- 
sisting of  iourteen  men  and  two  hundred  and 
eighty-six  women  and  children,  with  the  aid  of 
power-looms  and  other  machinery,  produce  at  the 
rate  per  annum  of  1,500,000  square  yards  of  cloth, 
amounting,  at  twenty-five  cents  per  yard,  to  $312,- 
500 ;  whicn,  after  deducting  the  price  of  the  raw 
material,  leaves  $240,000 ;  equal  to  eight  hundred 
dollars  to  each  hand.  This,  surely,  is  a  result 
which  any  capitalist  ou^ht  to  be  content  with ; 
and.  accordingly,  we  are  mformed  that  the  owners 
of  tnis  establishment  are  satisfied,  and  ask  no  pro- 
tection from  the  Government.  In  the  same  address 
we  are  told,  upon  the  authority  of  a  report  of  the 
Committee  oi  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  in 
1816,  that  in  the  year  1815,  there  were  engaged  in 
the  cotton  manufacture  about  100,000  persons,  con- 
sisting of  10,000  men,  66,000  women  and  female 
children,  and  24,000  boys,  who  made  only  81,000,000 
yards  of  cloth. 

Now,  sir,  it  will  be  seen,  by  a  comparison  of  these 
two  statements,  that,  if  the  100^000  persons,  in  the 
year  1815,  had  maae  a  quantity  or  cloth  in  the 
same  proportion  to  their  numbers,  as  the  manu- 
facturers near  Boston  did,  instead  of  81,000,000 
yards,  which  they  did  make^  they  would  have 
made  500,000,000  yards.  It  will  be  seen,  also,  that, 
taking  the  quantity  of  cloth  which  they  actually 
did  make,  to  wit^  81,000  000  yards,  and  allowing 
the  same  proportion  to  the  persons  engaged,  as  in 
the  manufactory  near  Boston,  (called,  I  believe, 
the  Waltham)  instead  of  100,000  persons,  there 
ought  only  to  have  been  16,200  engaged  in  the 
manufacture.  And  what,  let  me  ask,  is  the  cause 
of  the  enormous  difierence  between  these  two  re- 
sults? Sir.  the  book  itself  assigns  the  reason, 
which  I  will  give  you  in  its  own  words :  speaking 
of  the  product  of  the  Waltham  Factory^  it  says, 
<^  the  reason  why  the  result  of  this  calculation  so  far 
^  exceeds  the  proceeds  of  the  labor  of  the  100,000 
^  manufacturers  in  1815,  as  stated  in  page  201,  is, 
<  that  the  machinery  of  the  establisnment  near 
'  Boston  has  been  brought  to  the  last  degree  of 
'  perfection ;  and  the  power  looms,  which  afibrd 
'  immense  facilities  to  the  operations,  were  very 
*  rare  in  1815."  Here,  then,  is  the  very  principle 
for  which  I  am  contending,  namely,  that  when 
we  have  the  best  kind  of  machinery,  we  do,  in 
point  of  fact,  a  prosperous  business.  If  that  be  the 
case,  I  contend  that  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that 
we  can  furnish  the  capital  to  purchase  this  ma- 
chinery, when  it  is  not  owned ;  and  if  the  manu* 
facturer  have  this  capital,  he  wants  not  govern- 
mental aid,  but  only  toe  appropriation  of  his  own 
money,  together  with  ordinary  care  and  prudence 
in  the  management  of  the  estaolishment.  I  forgot, 
sir,  to  mention  another  decided  advantage  in  favor 
of  the  American  manufacturer,  which  is  the  greater 
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cheapness  of  provisicms,  a  consi^emcion  €:i 
considerable  weight  in  the  account.     If  : 
the  wages  of  labor  are  higher  in  the  Umi- 
than  in  Europe,  I  answer,  first,  that  th«  . 
plemeot  to  tne  Philadelphia  adilress, .  <. 
have  so  often  referred,  seems  to  considi-^  _ 
of  wages  as  not  being  any  considerabie       i 
But  it  is  indifferent  to  me  whether  the  mj?  .  I 
be  considered  too  high  or  not.     Gentlti. :  j 
have  this  point  either  way.     If  they  be  -v-.  \ 
not  too  high,  then  there  is  no  reason,  upc ..  i 
count,  to  ask  for  protection  ;  il^  on  the  ^  - 1 
they  be  considered  so  hi^h  as  to  make  r  ±  \ 
for  the  American  manolacturer  to  susia...  -  I 
petition  against  the  European,  then^  then  -    i 
from  that  fact,  an  inference   almost  irrt^  I 
against  our  manufacturing  at  piesot    Tj  j  | 
myself  understood  upon  this  poiA  Ibssi  zii  J 
attention  of  the  Committee   to  ik  mrsrc  at :.{ 
wa^  of  labor,  and  the  circumstaKiE  vLk^  ztji 
it  high.    Capital  will  never  long  be  v^s^<  - 
to  any  business  which  does  not  yiddttec^:" 
profit.    The  wages  of  the  laboring  xnei  '^ 
must  always  be  subducted  before  tktt  y/s  . 
be  calculated,    If,  then,  those  'wages  be  sd^s: 
the  business  yet  carried  on,  it  appears  aiL^  > ' 
that,  after  the  payment  of  such  wages,  it  i-r-i 
of  yielding  the  usual  profit.     Any  descc^  - 
busmess  which,  whilst  it  yields  the  ossalr^ 
the  capitalist,  affords  higher  -wages  to a^  ^  a:*  * 
ing  men  employed,  than    any  other  ii^ss. 
more  promotive  of  the  public  and  pnTaie|i^>' 
ity  of  the  country  than  that  other.   B^,  ^sr-' 
the  rate  of  wages  depends  upon  the  liasssc 
labor ;  as  that  demand  is  increased  bftse^etf^ 
ing  wealth  of  the  country,  and  casaot  ci^rw'^ 
be  increased,  so  the  greatest  degree  of  dasaai^ 
be  for  that  description  of  labor  which  is  so^F 
ductive.    When,  therefore,  I  am  toU  that  d?  7 ~ 
ent  pursuits  of  the  country  afford  hi^h  ^P' 
labor,  and  so  high  that  manufacturer?  caizri/^^i 
them ;  I  answer,  then,  that  jn^nuAeSintf  ire  it>i 
profitable  than  those  pursuits,  xad,  coBseqaenil) 
they  ought  not  to  be  sustained  it  the  expense  0 
pursuits  yielding  more  profit  than  they  do.   Bui 
sir,  why  do  I  pursue  this  in vest^tioa  fuithei  1  ^^: 
have  been  told,  by  the  Speaker,  thai  there  3Lit  ^ 
lidns  of  capital  now  waiting  foi  and  se^kms  - 
employment.    I  will  add,  that  I  have  uidervi 
a  large  sum  could  be  borrowed  by  theGoTerrx 
at  five  per  cent    We  have  been  told,  loo.  i^i 
declaration  has  been  iterated  and  reiteraiai. ' 
there  are  thousands  and  tens  of  thoosui^  ^  '- 
United  States^  who,  for  want  of  empkym«-  - 
unable  to  maintain  themselves  and  ^^ 
all  these  ideas  be  correct,  then,  I  appea\V)vVc  - 
dor  of  the  Committee,  whether  manufactom  <^  - 
to  receive  any  legislative  protection.    From  * 
sentation,  it  would  seem  that  capiul  i^  ^^- 
laborers  out  of  employment,  of  coarse  thai  2 
profit  would  be  satisfactory,  and    that  wc 
labor  would  be  small ;    and  we   know  u* 
which  I  have  stated  to  be  correct,  that  cur  ■ 
sions  are  cheap,  our  materials  raised  at  horn 
in  short,  if  we  have  the  machinery'  suited 
purpose,  that  we  have  every  advantage  id  c4:  • 
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except  that  of  experience,  and  even  that  ^we  can 
command  from  abroad. 

Yet  we  have  heiird  the  most  doleful  Jeremiads 
in  relation  to  the  condition  of  the  manufactures  of 
the  country;  we  hare  been  told  they  were  Wing 
prostrate  tor  want  of  encourajfement :  we  nave 
oeen  told,  by  the  Speaker,  that,  m  trayelling  to  the 
North,  he  inquired,  what  ruinous  building  is  that? 
and  was  answered,  it  is  a  cotton  factory.    And 
what  is  that  ?    Another  cotton  factory.    Indeed, 
sir,  the  desolation  of  the  manufacturing  establish- 
ments has  been  described,  by  that  gentleman,  in  a 
manner  almost  as  impressive  as  are  the  halls  of 
Balclutha,  where,  we  are  told,  that  the  rank  grass 
grows  upon  the  wall,  and  the  fox  peeps  out  of  the 
w^indow.    But,  sir,  if  manufactures  oe  prostrate, 
so  also  are  commerce  and  agriculture  lying  equally 
low  themselves,  needing  some  reanimation,  and  in 
this  prostrate  and  almost  inanimate  condition,  in- 
steaa  of  breathing  new  life  into  them,  they  are  to 
be  still  more  oppressed,  by  heaping  upon  them  ad- 
ditional burdens  in  favor  of  manufactures — I  had 
like  to  have  said,  by  inflicting  upon  them,  in  part, 
the  punishment  of  peine  forte  et  dure — that  is,  put- 
ting upon  them  as  much  as  they  isnbear,  and 
more  than  they  can  bear.    In  ordei  lo  understand 
and  duly  to  appreciate  the  complair  ts  of  the  man- 
ufacturers, it  behooves  us  to  take  a  short  retrospect 
of  the  history  of  the  country;  that  retrospect  will 
show  us,  first,  that  the  apparently  unprosperous 
condition  of  manufactures,  compared  with  what 
it  was  a  few  years  ago,  is  the  result  of  adventi- 
tious circumstances,  and  that,  therefore,  it  is  not 
to  be  remedied  by  any  permanent  system  of  legis- 
lation ;  and,  secondly,  tnat  the  same  circumstances 
have  also  greatly,  if  not  equally,  affected  the  other 
great  interests  of  society,  and  that,  therefore,  the 
remedy  for  the  sufferings  of  the  one  is  not  to  be 
found  in  a  system,  the  effect  of  which  will  be  to 
increase  the  sufferings  of  the  others.    Without  de- 
taining the  Committee,  to  inquire  minutely  into 
the  causes  that  led  to  it,  the  fact  is  of  universal 
notoriety  that,  during  the  late  war  with  Qreat 
Britain,  and  for  some  time  afler,  the  channel  of 
circulation  in  the  United  States  was  filled  to  over- 
flowing with  a  paper  currency,  the  prevailing  one 
of  the  country.    One  of  the  immediate  causes  of 
this,  was  the  countenance  afforded  by  public  opin- 
ion to  the  banks,  (the  paper  mints,)  in  suspenaing 
specie  payments,  and   tnus  removing  the  only 
effectual  restraint  upon   the  cupidity  of  stock- 
holders.   This  led,  not  only  to  the  multiplication 
of  new  banks,  but  to  the  excessive  issue  of  paper 
from  the  old  ones.    I  promised  the  Committee, 
however,  not  to  detain  them  with  an  inquiry  into 
the  causes,  and  I  will,  therefore,  proceed  with  the 
assumption  of  the  fact,  that  the  country  was  de- 
luged with  an  inundation  of  paper  currency :  for 
the  amount,  I  refer  you,  sir,  to  the  report  or  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  from  which  it  will  be 
seen  that,  from  the  year  1816  to  the  close  of  the 
year  1819.  the  currency  of  this  country  had  been 
reduced  from  about  $110,000,000  to  about  45,- 
000,000. 

The  profits  of  manufacturing  had  been  such 
during  tne  war,  that  many  were  allured  to  eml»rk 


in  it,  and  a  ^reat  portion  of  them  without  an  ade- 

?|uate  capital  of  their  own,  but  deriving  resources 
rom  the  facility  of  bank  accommodations.    The 
^eat  depreciation  of  the  currency,  on  account  of 
Its  excessive  quantity,  caused  every  description  of 
property  to  sell  extravagantly  high.    This  would 
nave  been  nominal  only,  if  tne  currency  had  con- 
tinued of  its  then  value ;  but  its  subsequent  great 
and  actual  appreciation  has  fatally  proven  that, 
what  was  only  a  nominal  high  price  in  the  com- 
mencement, has  turned  out  to  be  actually  so,  to  the 
ruin,  or  at  least  embarrassment  of  thousands. 
Thus,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  investments 
in  manufacturing  establishments  was  made  whilst 
every  thing  was  at  or  near  the  acme  of  extrava- 
gant price,  and  in  many  instances,  too,  upon  a 
borrowed  capital.    This  was  not  confined  to  man- 
ufacturers; every  interest  in  the  country,  and 
amongst  others,  the  agricultural,  has  been  deeply 
affected  by  this  state  of  things.    Whenever,  from 
any  cause,  the  circulating  medium  of  a  country 
begins  to  undergo  a  rapid  depreciation,  the  imme- 
diate and  necessary  effect  is,  that  every  kind  of 
property  begins  to  be  represented  by  more  dollars, 
the  number  of  which  increases  as  the  depreciation 
increases.    This  is  almost  universally  considered 
a  rise  in  the  actual  value  of  property,  and  hence  a 
spirit  of  speculation  is  awakened   amongst  all 
classes  of  the  community;  purchases  are  made, 
contracts  are  entered  into,  as  if  the  present  prices 
were  not  only  to  continue,  but  to  increase.    Soon, 
however,  depreciation  reaches  its  height,  and,  ac- 
cording to  tne  course  of  human  affairs,  the  cur- 
rency begins  to  move  in  a  contrary  process ;  ap- 
preciation now  marches  with  as  gigantic  strides 
as  depreciation  had  done  before ;  and  the  conse- 
quences are  seen  in  the  ruin  of  thousands,  who, 
but  yesterday,  as  it  were^  seemed  to  be  in  a  tide  of 
prosperity.     The  condition  of  the  United  States 
IS  a  practical  commentary  upon  this  reasoning. 
Withm  three  or  four  years  past,  the  farmer  got 
two  dollars  per  bushel  for  his  wneat ;  the  cotton 
planter  thirty  cents  for  his  cotton;  the  tobacco 
planter  from  twenty  to  thirty  dollars  per  hundred 
for  his  tobacco;  contracts  and  purcnases  were 
made,  predicated  upon  this  state  of  things ;  lands 
which,  a  few  years  before,  had  sold  at  ten  and  fif- 
teen dollars  per  acre,  now  sold  for  twenty  and 
thirty ;  slaves,  who  had  sold  at  four  or  five  hun- 
dred, now  sold  for  eight  hundred  or  a  thousand ; 
and  so  of  all  the  other  transactions  in  society. 
The  great  bulk  of  society  cannot  distinguish  be- 
tween a  rise  in  price,  which  is  the  result  of  depre- 
ciation in  the  currency,  and  that  which  proceeds 
from  actual  appreciation  in  the  value  of  property. 
Now,  sir,  the  more  clearly  to  illustrate  my  idea, 
let  me  take  some  individual  contract  for  the  pay- 
ment of  one  thousand  dollars;  five  hundred  busn- 
els  of  wheat,  at  two  dollars  per  bushel,  would  dis- 
charge it.    But  let  us  suppose  that,  though  wheat 
sold  at  this  price  when  the  contract  was  made,  it 
fell,  before  it  was  discharged,  to  one  dollar.    Here 
it  is  obvious  that  half  the  amount  remains  unpaid, 
though  the  resources  are  the  same.    Now  what  is 
true  as  to  this  single  transaction,  is  equally  true  as 
to  all  the  contracts  in  society ;  and  cons^uently, 
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upon  the  hypothesis  stated,  half  of  all  those  contracts 
would  remain  unsatisfied,  though  the  resources  in 
kind  were  as  great  at  the  period  for  completing  the 
contracts  as  when  they  were  made.  The  report  of 
the  Treasury  furnishes  a  pretty  good  standard  of 
the  actual  degree  of  emharrassment  in  complying 
with  the  contracts  of  society.  There  are  $45,- 
OOO.OOOj  out  of  which  to  comply  with  engagements 
entered  mto  when  the  circulating  medium  amounted 
to  $  1 1 0,000,000.  Let  every  sen tleman  hring[  home 
to  himself  the  difficulty  which  he  would  feel  m  per- 
forming hb  contracts,  if  his  cash  were  reducea  in 
the  proportion  of  from  $110  to  $45,  and  he  will 
at  once  realize  the  whole  embarrassment  of  all  the 

Seople  of  the  United  States,  whose  currency  is  re- 
uced,  it  appears,  in  that  proportion.  In  this  em- 
barrassment the  manufacturers  participate,  in  com- 
mon with  their  fellow-citizens  of  everv  other  class ; 
and  this  view  of  the  subject  will  snow  that  the 
manufacturers  mistake  greatly  in  the  mode  in 
which  they  estimate  their  profits.  That  estimation 
should  be  made,  not  upon  the  nominal  amount  of 
their  capital  investea,  but  upon  what  it  is  now 
worth.  Sir,  I  know  that  this  change  has  operated 
severely  upon  them;  but  I  have  shown  that  it 
operates  equally  upon  the  agricultural  and  all  other 
interests  in  society.  Take  the  case  of  the  farmer. 
If,  sir,  we  were  to  estimate  the  profits  of  a  Vir- 
ginia farmer  upon  the  itominal  amount  of  his  cap- 
ital in  lands,  slaves,  dbc.,  three  years  a^o,  with  a 
sale  of  his  produce  at  the  present  prices,  none 
scarcely  would  make  two  per  cent.,  few  would 
make  one,  and  thousands  not  half  an  one. 

But,  sir,  t  wish  to  present  another  view  of  this 
subject,  which  will  meet  many  of  die  complaints 
which  have  been  uirged.  This  view,  I  acKnow- 
ledge,  does  not  apply  to  the  manufacturer,  who 
commenced  upon  a  borrowed  or  fictitious  capital, 
and  who  is  now  indebted  for  the  original  invest- 
ment 3  but  surely  it  is  not  the  purpose  of  any  gen- 
tleman to  fumisn  such  persons  the  means  01  reim- 
bursement of  the  capital  which  they  have  borrow- 
ed, and  injudiciously  invested:  that  would  be  to 
make  us  the  insurers  against  tne  losses  of  all  the 
improvident  speculators  in  the  country,  and  would 
be  as  unreasonable  as  to  relieve  the  farmers  of  the 
country  who  had  made  injudicious  purchases  of 
land.  Then,  sir,  let  us  take  the  case  of  a  manu- 
facturer, who  ow^  nothing  for  his  manufacturing 
establishment,  which  I  will  suppose  to  be  paid  for 
with  his  own  funds^^  and  I  will  show  that  a  much 
less  apparent  profit  will  be,  to  him,  intrinsically  as 
valuable  as  a  greater  apparent  profit  would  have 
been  a  few  years  ago.  In  1816  cotton  sold  ait  30 
cents  per  pound,  now  at  not  more  than  fifteen; 
provisions,  and  every  thing  necessary  for  the  main- 
tenance of  labor,  are  now  much  cheaper  than  they 
then  were.  See  the  operation  pf  these  things; 
suppose,  in  1816,  a  bushel  of  wheat  sold  at  $lo0, 
ana  that  it  now  sells  at  one  dollar;  if,  in  1816, 
cotton  cloth  sold  at  30  cents  per  yard,  and  now  it 
sells  at  20  cents,  it  is  substantially  just  as  good  a 
sale ;  for,  though  there  is  a  nominal  fall  of  fitty  per 
cent,  in  the  money  price,  yet  the  true  value  ot  any 
thing  is  the  quantity  of  tne  produce  of  other's  la- 
bor which  it  will  command ;  and  now  twenty  cents 


will  command  as  much  of  thai  produce  &^  3 
did  a  few  .years  a^. 

I  could  multiply  illustrations  of  this  c^^.  | 
these  will  be  sufficient  to  show  that  a  par     1 
complaints  of  manufacturers   is  founded    : 
mistaken  mode  of  estimating  their  profici.  a. 
other  part,  upon  estimating  the  nominal  or  i   j 
price  of  tneir  fabrics,  for  the  actual  or  u 
value,  or  the  power  which  they  give  in  ciik^ 
in^  the  labor  of  others.    Another  ^eai  --^x 
estimating  the  profits  of  manufacture?.  ^  .    . 
have  already  shown  to  the  Conunittee.  ^ 
Committee  of  Commerce  estimated  the  iiu:l.«- 
persons  engaged  in  the  cotton  manufaetorr  ii  - 
at  100,000.   1  have  also  shown  you  that.  V.l 
aid  of  machinery,  such  as  there  is  at  Wmulaz.  .. 
taking  the  number  of  hands  there  as  t^  si^lc. 
16,200  persons  would  have  been  sofiaect    A 
sir,  supposing  that,  whilst  the  piioeof  ererr  iL^. 
ebe  has  faUen,  the  wages  of  labot  ^iLoid  mrj.r 
the  same,  and  supposing,  too,  iirhatl\^iLS.  <cua- 
vagant,  that  $150  each  ou^ht  to  be  ecsnixd  . 
the  wages,  though  nine-tenths  of  themaie  w>  1  _ 
boys,  and  female  children^  yet,  in  this  iizn:.p:- 
there  is  an  over-estimate  m  the  expenses  a  ^i- 
570,000. 

We  have  been  told,  however,  that  En^ibi^ 
derived  her  immense  wealth  from  mano&w 
and  we  have  been,  therefore,  much  pna^:  ?■  - 
the  weight  of  her  example.     I  have  au^^^^- 
vored  to  show  that  in  wis  country  a  di^s:  a:- 
propriation  of  capital  is  more  profitable,  si /i^ . 
therefore,  it  is  impossible  to  increase  tbf  ^'*  '^' 
wealth  by  diverting  it  to  a  less  profiubje  gl-.  >. 
I  have  succeeded  in  this,  whatever  maT^^^^^^ 
in  relation  to  Ensland,  ner  example  isva  ('.■:  ooi 
imitation.  I  beg  leave,  however,  to  tcli  gtiid£s<^ 
that,  although  England  has  derived  ma^  <^  ^^ 
boasted  wealth  from  manufactures,  jrec  ^  l'- 
derived  a  larse  portion  of  it  from  vanoirs  txi- 
sources;  she  has  had,  for  a  lone  seiies  oi  }e3j> 
with  the  unavoidable  interruptions  ofwiroalv. 
the  most  extensive  foreign  commeice  ia  the  wixld ; 
she  for  a  long  time  had  the  monopoly  of  c&e  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  theaiff  c<^oies;  &he 
now  has  it  of  her  American  aotf  West  Indn.  cd^/- 
nies;  but,  above  all,  she   has  decived  immeiw 
wealth  from  her  East  India  posapaions.    VH^ii- 
ever  may  have  been  the  fate  of  het  Eas\  kd 
Company,  the  nation  itself,  per  foM  oiU  uk:, 
monopoly  and  oppression,  have  beoi  muck  eiii< ' 
ed  from  that  extended  empire,  embntcins  i  si-  ■' 
population  of  forty  millions  of  people.    Leix':-: 
a  moment  inquire  into  this  somewhat  a  ^^  • 
Colquhoun,  a  modern  British  writer,  isiix^  "^^ 
that  the  gross  revenue  of  the  East  lQdiitC(»^7>- 
nv's  possessions  amounts  to  upwards  of  £iS, '  • 
000 ;  the  same  writer  states  tnat  there  aic  '>• 
British  people,  who,  as  civil  and  military  cfi  ' 
receive  salaries  of  from  £200  to  Xl0,OO0.    Be 
the  East  India  Company,  there  are  in  thei: '-' 
torial  possessions  4,000  free  British    merely 
from  salaries,  and  from  the  profits  of  the  free  r» 
larffe  sums  are  accumulated  by  individuals,  v.^ 
find  their  way  to  the  mother  country.     It  is  r^ 
that  almost  all  the  gross  revenue  is  expenti* ' 


2073 


mSTORT  OP  CONGRESS. 


2074 


April,  1820. 


Revision  of  the  Tariff. 


H.  OP  R. 


the  company's  possessions ;  but  I  refer  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  history  of  that  suffering  country,  to 
conjecture  of  how  much  they  have  been  plundered 
by  the  natives  of  England,  who  return  to  their  na- 
tive land  to  riot  upon  the  spoils  which  their  rapine 
has  produced.  I  speak  upon  the  authority  of  Col- 
quhoun,  when  I  say  that  JSngland  has  been  much 
enriched  from  that  source.  But.  after  all,  what  is 
this  boasted  wealth  of  England  ?    Is  it  distributed 


amongst  the  people  at  large,  so  as  ''to  scatter 
plenty  over  a  smiling  land?"  No.  sir,  it  is  collect- 
ed into  the  hands  of  comparatively  a  few ;  in  the 
language  of  another,  "  it  sprouts  into  wens  and  tu- 
mors, and  collects  in  aneurisms  which  starve  and 
palsy  the  extremities." 

Sir,  the  emblem  of  England  is  a  painted  sepul- 
chre— fair  without,  but  canous  within.  View  that 
country  at  a  distance,  and  you  see  a  powerful  navy, 
an  extensive  commerce,  and  a  great  system  oi 
manufactures,  promising  almost  boundless  wealth ; 
but  lift  the  curtain — take  a  nearer  view — and  you 
behold  much  more  to  regret  than  to  admire.  Such 
a  view  will  present  to  you  the  following  picture :  the 
country  mortgaged  as  it  were  by  a  debt,  the  mere 
interest  of  which  is  greatly  more  than  the  principal 
of  our  national  debt;  this  mterest  paid  to  the  public 
creditors,  who  are  less  than  one  million  in  number, 
whilst  the  whole  population  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  is  between  sixteen  and  seventeen  millions. 
To  pay  this  interest  and  the  current  expenses  of 
Government  a  revenue  was  raised  for  the  vear  1819, 
(which  for  that  single  year  was  £54,000,000  ster- 
ling,) equal  in  our  currency  to  considerably  more 
than  double  the  Whole  capital  of  our  national  debt, 
and  then  leaving  a  deficiency  of  £14^000,000.  The 
taxes  to  meet  tms  enormous  expenditure,  supposed 
to  be  at  least  four  pounds  sterling  to  every  man, 
woman,  and  child ;  the  poor  rates  for  1815,  esti- 
mated at  £7,800,000,  equal  to  ^34,632,000— a  sum 
considerably  larger  than  the  whole  annual  expen- 
diture of  the  United  States'  Government,  includ- 
ing the  Sinking  Fund  of  $10,000,000— the  paupers 
estimated  as  heme  between  a  fifth  and  a  sixth  part 
of  the  whole  population  of  England.  Such  are  some 
of  the  outlines  of  the  picture  which  England  pre- 
sents. There  is  indeed  much  wealth  in  the  country, 
but  so  distributed  as  to  make  extreme  riches  and  ex- 
treme poverty — a  state  of  things  which  I  ardently 
hope  never  to  see  existing  in  the  land  which  gave 
me  birth. 

Before  I  quit  this  part  of  the  subject,  I  cannot 
forbear  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
an  estimate  made  of  the  immense  productiveness 
of  manufactures,  in  the  Address  of  the  Philadelphia 
Society,  first  number  of  the  new  series.  It  is  tnere 
stated,  and  attempted  to  be  shown  by  calculation, 
that  the  cotton  manufacturers  of  Manchester,  with 
a  bale  and  a  half  of  cotton,  costing  only  seventy- 
five  dollars,  by  working  it  up  into  cotton  cloths, 
investing  the  proceeds  in  cotton,  manufacturing 
this  cotton  in  tne  same  manner,  and  thus  carrying 
on  the  business  in  successive  operations,  can  in 
20  months  create  a  product  equal  to  $62,428,000. 
Astonishing,  indeed !  If  this  calculation  be  cor- 
rect, what  pursuit  in  the  United  States  can  be  so 
profitable  as  manufactures?    None  can  approach 


it ;  and  therefore,  in  this  view,  the  aid  of  Govern- 
ment would  not  only  not  be  necessary,  but  the 
extreme  of  injustice. 

But,*  say  gentlemen,  it  is  necessary  to  adopt  this 
policy,  with  a  view  to  render  us 'independent  of 
foreign  nations.  Sir^  if  by  this  he  meant  that  we 
ou^ht  to  have  within  ourselves  the  means  of  fur- 
nishing the  necessary  ships,  munitions  of  war,  dbc, 
then  we  are  independent.  But,  if  gentlemen  mean 
to  say  that  we  ought  to  be  inde[)endent  of  all  other 
nations  in  all  those  various  articles  which  minis- 
ter to  our  convenience  or  luxury,  then  it  is  equiv- 
alent to  a  declaration  that  we  ought  to  have  no 
commerce.  For,  what  is  commerce  but  an  ex- 
change of  equivalents — an  exchange  of  those  things 
between  nations  of  which  they  are  mutually  and 
reciprocally  in  need  i  and  as  to  which,  therefore, 
there  is  a  mutual  and  reciprocal  dependence  ?  The 
true  principle  of  political  economy  is  this:  make 
yourselves  entirely  independent  of  the  world,  as  it 
respects  what  is  indispensable  to  your  safety  and 
deience.  As  to  every  thin^  dse,  the  single  inquiry 
should  be,  of  whom  can  it  be  purchased,  so  as  that, 
with  the  same  sum,  the  greatest  quantity  of  equal 
quality  can  be  gotten ;  that  is,  in  other  words,  where 
can  it  DC  got  cheapest  ?  For,  if  we  pay  more  where 
we  could  get  it  for  less,  one  part  of  this  dilemma 
is  inevitable — either  the  purchaser  is  injured  to  the 
amount  of  the  difference  which  the  manufacturer 
receives  as  a  profit,  or  if  that  be  necessary  to  sus- 
tain the  manufacturer,  then  the  community  is 
injured,  by  this  forced  and  unprofitable  appropria- 
tion of  the  capital  of  the  country. 

We  have  been  told,  however,  that  all  the  Gov- 
ernments in  Europe  which  have  not  encouraged 
manufactures  have  fallen  into  a  state  of  poverty ; 
and  we  have  had  the  examples  of  Spain  and 
Poland  presented  to  us  as  completely  illustrative 
of  the  proposition.  Grentlemen  might  have  found 
a  much  stronger  reason  for  the  poverty  of  these 
countries,  in  their  history  and  political  institutions. 
Poland  is  now  blotted  from  the  map  of  Europe ; 
but  even  during  its  existence  as  a  State,  we  know 
that  the  feudal  system  was  in  full  operation  ;  that 
there  was  on  the  part  of  the  nobles,  the  most  aris- 
tocratic oppression  and  tyranny,  and,  on  the  part 
of  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  the  most  abject 
dependence  and  slavery.  The  peasantry  of  the 
country  labored  not  for  themselves,  but  for  others ; 
Aey  labored,  therefore,  without  the  only  great 
stimtiliis  to  exertion ;  and,  consequently,  there  was 
neither  the  industry  nor  skill  which  we  find  in  a 
country  where  the  people  are  free,  and  where  they 
are  protected  in  their  rights  of  person  and  prop- 
erty. The  feudal  system  once  prevailed  in  Spam 
also ;  but  even  since  its  abolition,  the  Grovernment 
of  that  country  has  been  of  the  most  wretched 
kind;  their  tax  upon  the  exportation  of  specie 
made  it  less  valuable  than  in  the  other  countries  of 
Euroj)e,  except  Portugal;  they  greatly  impeded 
the  intercourse  among  the  different  parts  of  the 
Empire  by  a  tax  upon  transportation ;  but,  above 
all,  the  administration  of  justice  was  so  imperfect 
as  to  protect  the  debtor  against  the  demands  of  the 
creditor,  and  thus  "  make  the  industrious  part  of 
'  the  nation  afraid  to  prepare  goods  for  those 
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<  haughty  and  great  men  to  whom  they  dare  not 
'  refuse  to  sell  on  credit,  and  from  whom  they  are 
'  altogeUier  uncertain  of  payment/' 

These  are  the  reasons  why  these  countries  are 
poor,  and  why  no  kind  of  pursuit,  and  particularly 
that  of  manuiactures,  is  carried  on  there  with  the 
same  industry  and  perseverance  as  elsewhere. 
Look  at  the  history  oi  England  herself,  while  the 
feudal  system  galled  that  people  with  all  its  fet- 
ters, and  you  find  that  manufactures,  as  well  as 
every  other  pursuit,  made  but  slow  progress  in 
that  country  also.  What  villein  will  labor  like  a 
freeman  ?  None;  until  human  nature  is  so  formed 
as  that  we  will  labor  with  as  much  ardor  for  the 
benefit  of  others  as  we  do  when  we  ourselves  are 
to  reap  its  fruits.  But  when  England  had  eman- 
cipated herself  from  feudal  thraldom ;  when,  by 
means  of  commerce,  and  otherwise,  she  had  accu- 
mulated an  immense  capital ;  when,  above  all,  she 
had,  by  her  ingenuity  and  capital,  first  invented, 
and  then  put  into  active  operation,  the  finest  ma- 
chinery in  the  world ;  then  she  took  the  lead  of 
the  rest  of  the  world  in  manufactures.  Have  you 
any  doubt  as  to  the  extent  of  the  influence  of  ner 
capital  and  machinery  ?  As  late  as  1782,  the  cot- 
ton manufacture  was  among  the  humblest  of  the 
domestic  arts,  and  did  not  exceed  £2,000,000  ster- 
ling. We  learn  from  Colquhoun  that,  in  1812, 
the  product,  including  the  material,  was  £29,- 
000,000. 

Gentlemen  have  conceded,  that  the  proposed 
system  would  be  improper,  if  it  was  not  that  the 
nations  of  Europe,  and  especiallv  England,  have 
pursued  the  plan  of  positive  pronibition,  or  high 
duties  almost  amounting  to  prohibition,  towards 
us.  and  they  call  upon  us  to  imitate  their  example. 
The  first  answer  to  this  is,  what,  I  believe,  nas 
been  already  urged,  that  it  would  be  strange  con- 
duct, because  foreign  nations  have  injured  us  by 
prohibition  or  hi^h  duties,  we  should,  therefore, 
mjure  ourselves  still  more  by  creating  a  monopoly 
in  favor  of  a  part  of  our  own  citizens,  at  the  ex 
pense  of  the  rest.  But  let  us  now  trace  the  course 
of  the  English  policv,  and  the  reasons  which  led 
to  it,  togetner  with  the  point  at  which  it  has  now 
arrived,  and  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  show  that  it 
ought  to  be  avoided,  not  pursued.  Governments 
as  well  as  individuals  seem,  at  times,  to  have  their 
hobbies ;  perhaps  there  are  few  subjects  in  rela- 
tion to  which  the  hobby  has  been  oftener  changed 
than  that  of  political  economy,  or  the  art  of  mak- 
ing a  nation  rich ;  at  one  time,  the  commercial  or 
mercantile  system  is  the  fashion  of  the  day ;  at 
another  time,  the  doctrine  of  the  French  econo- 
mists prevails,  that  agriculture  is  the  only  source 
of  wealth ;  now  it  seems  that  manufactures  alone 
can  save  us  from  ruin  and  bankruptcy.  But  1  re- 
turn to  the  English  policy,  and  the  reasons  which 
led  to  it.  During  the  prevalence  of  the  mercan- 
tile svstem,  the  general  idea  was,  that  wealth  con- 
sisted in  gold  and  silver,  and  that  a  nation  having 
no  mines  could  only  get  them  by  exporting  more 
than  it  imported.  l3y  the  use  of  this  kind  of  rea- 
soning, persons  interested  in  the  monopoly  of  the 
home  market  induced  the  Parliament  either  to  pro- 
hibit or  lay  heavy  duties  on  importation;  and 


those  concerned  in  the  foreign  caarket  al>. ,  - 
vailed,  so  as,  in  some  instances,  to  ^et  bcji 
upon  exportation.    For  some  time  this  vr^^  . 
mitted  to,  but,  at  last,  the  country  sentlenics  isrr^ 
to  perceive  these  operations,  wnile  they  bur.'>. 
certain  classes,  were  directly  at    their  3x:<r 
With  a  view,  tnen,  to  counteract  their  cffer-  j--. 
have,  after  strugslin^  at  difierent  times,  pr/.^i 
as  ofisets,  the  following  provisions :  the  uxl  :- 
hibition,  except  from  Ireland,  of  cattle  aad  s ' 
provision,  an  exclusion  of  aU  forei^  corn.^.- 
when  the  scarcity  is  such  as  to  raise  the  far 
eishty  shillings  per  quarter,  a  monopoly  pc!:.:^: 
a  bounty  upon  the  exportation  of  their  owl  •  i 
Now,  sir,  I  ask  the  Committee  'whether  2  57.<o^  , 
of  policy  can  be  worthy  of  our  imitatias,  vL^  I 
settmg  out  upon  entirely  false  principle^  creat^^: 
monopoly  in  favor  of  one  part  of  the  caaaaun::-,  ' 
at  the  expense  of  the  other,  and  tkn  seeks  to  re- 
store the  equality  by  a  set  of  camtBTvbng  pro- 
visions  in  favor  of  the  injured  paitfl  Eq^'17 
is  the  desideratum;  ^^u  may,  afler  kira^vi^ 
one  scale  much  heavier,  restore  the  eqoSilBras&'trt 
putting  an  equal  weight  in  the  other;  bo^ii  tx 

Eut  a  weight  into  neither  scale,   the  e((nliikrflc 
as  never  been  destroyed.     Thus  it  appfsn  zi' 
all  which  can  be  hoped  for.  after  piles  of  ler^ 
tions  as  high  as  Atlas,  would  he,  by  l^gishba- 
restore  an  equality,  which,  by  legidation,  wt  k. 
destroyed.    My  course,  tnereforcL  is,  to  rasii 
where  we  are,  and  not  disturb  the  balance  bra^ar 
we  may  afterwards  restore  it ;  if,  howeie  ^^ 
must  imitate  the  English  system  in  van,  1 1.?^ 
ffentlemen  will  give  it  all;  a  part  ofwhidti 
bounty  upon  the  exportation  of  their  con.  If^- 
tlemen  will  give  us  a  sufiScient  bounty  qd  lie  ex- 
portation of  our  breadstuff^  that  would  lassc  oi 
to  our  original  equality.    But,  it  is  saidtbiE^- 
land  imposes  a  duty  upon  our  'wool.    DoBOt  gen- 
tlemen see  that,  unless  that  doty  is  dnwn  mt 
upon  exportation,  to  the  United  States  it  operate 
to  the  advantage  of  the  domestic  iDtiiB6c<iin!r. 
by  increasing  the  cost  of  the  3nti^artidef  And. 
it  it  be  drawn  back,  then  it  is  entMf  aeBtnlaed. 
England,  also,  say  gentlemen  giraairmaabc' 
turers  a  drawback  upon  exportatiai,-  ladyiBsome 
instances,  a  bounty.    It  requires  adj  to  define tlbie 
terms  drawback  and  bounty ,10  see  thai  thae  is 
nothing  is  this  complaint.     The  toiv^k  upoQ 
the  English  manufacture  is,  'where  an  excise  dut> 
is  imposed  by  the  British  GrOTeimaeat,  it^ 
raises  the  price  at  home ;  but,  as  they  caanot  regu- 
late the  foreign  market,  therefore,  npoa  the  er- 
portation,  they  draw  back  this  excise,  a  order 
that  their  people  may  come  into  foreign  ocipeti- 
tion,  not  encumbered  with  this  increase  of  co^ 
The  case  of  the  bounty  is,  if  possible,  still  ^u&ei* 
it  is  given  only  where,  without  this  aid,  tbe  trt. 
cles  could  not,  upon  exportation,  -withstand  i  tc: 
eign  competition.    Any  article  tiius  situated,  ir- 
obvious,  cannot  injure  the  American  manu^r 
turer :  that  is,  if  the  bounty  be  not  too  large;  at-' 
if  it  be^  the  British  Government  has  injured  "^ 
people  m  favor  of  a  particular  class,  and  then  ^ 
argument  is,  that  we  must  inflict  a  like  mjcr 
upon  the  American  citizen,  in  favor  of  the  sas 
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class ;  an  argument,  the  weight  of  which  it  is 
submitted  to  the  Committee  to  appreciate. 

We  are  warned  by  gentlemen  that,  unless  we 
establish  domestic  manufactures,  to  the  exclusion 
of  foreign,  we  shall  import  more  than  we  export, 
and  thus  produce  national  bankruptcy.  That  may, 
and  actually  has,  happened  with  one  or  more  par- 
ticular countries.  Thus,  for  a  series  of  years,  from 
1805  to  1811,  the  balance  of  trade  with  England 
was  against  us,  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  $26,- 
000,000  per  annum.  Whilst,  however,  this  may 
be  the  case  as  to  one  or  more  countries,  it  is 
obvious  that  it  cannot,  for  any  length  of  time,  be 
the  case  in  relation  to  the  whole  circle  of  our  com- 
merce. If  the  whole  of  our  exports  for  any  con- 
siderable time  should  fall  short  of  the  whole  of 
our  imports,  a  debt  to  the  amount  of  the  difference 
would  be  created  against  us,  which  would  injure 
*us  by  affecting  the  exchange  disadTantageousfy  to 
us.  It  would  iniure  our  credit,  too ;  and,  finally, 
even  if  we  would  go  on,  it  must  stop,  for  want 
of  credit ;  for,  as  individuals  will  not,  so  neither 
will  nations,  part  with  their  property  without  an 
equivalent.  But,  sir,  another  effectual  check  to 
this  is  in  ourselves.  Amongst  every  people,  as 
there  will  be  some  misers,  so  there  wilt  be  some 
prodigals,  who  will  run  into  wild  and  excessive 
expenditure;  but  the  great  mass  of  every  com- 
munity are  governed  by  prudential  considerations, 
and  will  confine  their  ex]>enditure  within  their  in- 
come ;  and  if,  from  any  miscalculation,  they  should 
outstep  the  proper  limits,  they  have  a  perpetual 
tendency  to  tall  again  within  them :  accordingly, 
sir,  you  will  find  this  hypothesis  confirmed  by  look- 
ing at  the  report  of  the  Treasury  Department ; 
from  that  you  will  find  that  the  customs  in  1815, 
amounted  to  upwards  of  $36,000,000 ;  in  1816,  to 
somewhat  more  than  $27,000.000 ;  and,  in  1817, 
only  to  about  $17,000,000  and  a  half;  thus  prov- 
ing, incontestably,  from  ofl&cial  documents,  that 
our  imports  were  diminished  more  than  one-half 
between  the  years  1815  and  1817.  Let  not  gen- 
tlemen, then,  alarm  themselves  with  the  illusory 
apprehension  that,  without  this  system,  we  shaU 
bring  on  national  ruin  by  excessive  importation ; 
the  corrective  to  that  evil  may  be  safely  trusted  to 
the  people. 

Tne  advocates  of  this  bill,  after  having  exhausted 
all  their  stores  of  argument  in  its  favor,  as  apply- 
ing to  the  general  principles  upon  which  they  at- 
tempt to  support  it,  have  addressed  themselves  di- 
rectly to  the  aericmtural  interest,  and  endeavored 
to  show  that  the  encouragement  of  manufactures, 
by  legislative  aid,  is  indispensable  to  the  prosperity 
of  agriculture.  Whilst  1  fed  obliged  to  them  for 
the  kind  dispositions  they  have  manifested  towards 
that  interest,  I  must  beg  leave,  for  myself  and  for 
my  constituents,  to  say,  that  we  choose  to  judge 
for  ourselves  as  to  the  means  of  promoting  our 
individual  prosperity ;  and  that,  as  we  think  they 
would^  in  this  mstance,  (no  matter  how  good  the 
intention)  do  us  an  injury^  instead  of  a  benefit,  we 
must  be  excused  for  declining  their  proffered  kind- 
ness. But  permit  me  to  examine  their  arguments 
upon  this  point.  They  remind  ns  of  the  present 
very  low  price  of  agricultural  produce,  and  then 


tell  us  that  the  effect  of  the  encouraiifement  of  do- 
mestic manufactures  will  be,  to  give  us  a  sure, 
steady,  and  better  market.  In  the  first  place,  I 
would  remark,  that,  if  upon  this  point  we  are  con- 
tent, I  do  not  see  why  gentlemen  should  feel  so 
much  uneasiness  in  relation  to  our  interest ;  even 
more  than  we  should  feel  ourselves.  It  at  least  does 
not  belong  to  them  to  complain  of  the  low  price 
of  agricultural  produce,  which  I  have  already  had 
occasion,  in  the  progress  of  this  argument,  to  show, 
operates  directly  as  a  bounty  on  manufactures.  But, 
sir,  the  promise  of  a  better  market  at  home  than 
abroad,  is  perfectly  delusive,  as  I  will  now  attempt 
to  prove.  It  is  agreed  on  all  hands  that,  if  this  bill 
pass,  we  shall  pay  a  higher  price  for  manufactured 
articles.  Now,  sir,  let  me  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  relative  price  of  wheat  and  do- 
mestic cloth,  (which  I  some  time  since  noticed  for 
a  different  purpose,}  in  order  to  illustrate  my  pre- 
sent view.  Suppose  that  I  should  even  receive 
one  dollar  twenty-five  cents  for  the  bushel  of  wheat, 
for  which  I  now  get  only  a  dollar ;  if,  in  conse- 
auence  of  this  bill,  the  cloth,  which  I  formerly  got 
for  twenty  cents  per  yard,  be  raised  to  thirty,  me 
effect  will  be,  that,  whilst  the  nominal  price  ot  my 
wheat  will  be  raised,  its  actual  value  will  be  di- 
minished ;  that  is  to  say,  the  same  quantity  will 
command  less  of  the  produce  of  others'  labor, 
which  is  the  true  test  olvalue. 

The  Speaker  has  holden  out  to  us  a  discourag- 
ing prospect  indeed,  in  relation  to  our  market  for 
agricultural  produce.  He  has  told  us  that,  as  we 
now  scarcely  have  any  market  abroad,  our  situa- 
tion, in  thb  respect,  will  be  continually  becoming 
worse;  that  our  surplus  will  increase  in  the  ratio 
with  our  increasing  population,  so  as  that  it  will 
be  impossible  for  us  to  command  a  foreign  market 
for  it  Sir.  the  very  foundation  of  the  Speaker's 
argument  tails  in  this,  that  our  surplus  produce 
wul  not  increase  in  proportion  to  our  increasinjg; 
population.  The  principles  of  Malthus  upon  this 
subject,  I  hold  to  be  undeniably  true,  that  popula- 
tion has  a  perpetual  tendency  to  increase  ocyond 
the  means  of  subsistence ;  and  that,  whilst  food 
increases  arithmetically,  it  is  of  the  nature  of  pop- 
ulation to  increase  geometrically ;  that  is,  withm 
given  periods,  to  double  whatever  was  the  capital 
stock  at  the  last  preceding  period.  It  makes  no 
difference  that,  in  this  country,  our  population  is 
sparse,  and  our  territory  immense.  These  circum- 
stances only  prove,  that  the  time  will  be  more  dis- 
tant when  population  will  reach  the  limits  of 
food,  and  thereoy  be  impeded ;  but  they  do  not  at 
all  affect  the  truth  of  the  general  principles ;  and, 
in  our  legislation  upon  this  great  question,  this  or 
the  next  year  should  not  constitute  our  horizon, 
but  we  should  look  along  the  line  of  time,  ana 
legislate  for  futurity. 

Let  us,  then^  bring  these  principles  to  a  practical 
test,  by  applying  them  to  the  United  States.  It 
has  been  computed,  upon  the  best  statistical  data 
that  we  have,  that  our  population  is  duplicated  in 
every  period  of  twenty-three  years  and  a  fraction 
of  a  year.  Supposing,  then,  the  capital  in  the 
present  year,  1^0,  to  Be  ten  millions^  the  next  pe- 
riod of  twenty-three  years  would  give  us  twenty 
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millions,  and  the  next,  that  is,  in  the  year  1866, 
would  give  us  forty  millions.  Now,  it  is  palpable 
that  our  subsistence  will  not  increase  in  the  same 
proportion.  I  speak  not  now  of  the  rich  lands  of 
the  West,  whose  productive  powers  are  such  that, 
as  far  as  they  extend,  ihey  would  tend  considera- 
bly to  supply  the  deficiency  of  the  old  States.  Let 
it  DC  remembered  that  the  attachment  which  we 
feel  to  the  natale  solum  is  so  strong,  that  but  few  of 
us  emigrate  to  the  wilderness  who  nave  a  tolerable 
prospect  of  support  in  our  native  place.  Under 
the  mfluence  ol  this  principle,  I  think  it  would  be 
a  large  calculation  to  suppose  that  one  per  cent, 
of  our  population  emigrate  annually ;  which,  sup- 
posing the  capital  to  &  ten  millions,  would  be  one 
hundred  thousand.  The  remaining  nine  millions 
nine  hundred  thousand,  then,  would  remain  upon 
the  soil  which  they  formerly  occupied  ^  and  we 
know  by  experience  that,  without  great  industry 
and  application,  and  without  a  meliorating  system 
of  husbandry,  the  soil  not  only  does  not  improve 
so  as  to  double  its  productive  powers  in  about  twen- 
ty-three years^  but  that  it  does  not  improve  at  all ; 
nay,  that  it  will  be  in  a  continual  state  of  deterior- 
ation; the  direct  consequence  of  which  is,  that 
there  will  be  a  continually  increasing  necessity  for 
more  labor  to  raise  the  same  quantity  of  agricultu- 
ral produce ;  and  if,  even  with  the  best  systeiii  of 
hnsoandry,  the  produce  of  the  soil  could  be  dou- 
bled once  or  twice,  no  one  will  say  that  it  could 
go  on  increasing  indefinitely,  like  the  population 
to  be  fed  from  it.  in  a  geometrical  progression. 
This,  which  is  tnus  farliypothetical  reasoning, 
may  be  shown  to  be  a  fact  in  the  history  of  our 
country,  by  reference  to  the  Statistical  Annals  of 
Dr.  Seybert.  From  them  it  will  appear  that  the 
maximum  quantity  of  flour  ever  exported  from  the 
United  States,  was  in  the  year  1817,  being  one 
million  four  hundred  and  seventy-nine  thousand 
one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  wirrels;  that,  as 
early  as  1803,  there  were  exported  one  million 
three  hundred  and  eleven  thousand  ei^ht  hundred 
and  fifty  three  barrels,  having  inceasea  in  fourteen 
years  only  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  thousand 
three  hundred  and  forty-five  j  whereas,  to  have 
kept  way  with  the  supposed  increase  of  population, 
it  shoula  have  been  the  result  of  a  diversion  of  the 
labor  of  the  country  to  some  other  employment, 
then  I  answer,  that  supposition  equally  wdl  suits 
the  purposes  of  my  argument ;  for  it  proves  that 
the  people  of  the  country  know  their  own  interest 
sufficiently  well,  without  governmental  interfe- 
rence, to  chan£;e  the  employment  of  their  labor 
and  capital  whenever  their  interest  requires  it. 
Let  it  be  left  with  them,  and  the  moment  which  is 
proper  for  the  change  will  be  indicated  by  their 
interest.  As  lone  as  agriculture  affords  them  the 
same,  or  nearly  the  same,  profit  as  other  appropri- 
ations of  capital  and  labor  do,  they  will  pursue  it ; 
whenever  it  begins  to  fail  to  do  this,  at  that  pre- 
cise point  of  time,  without  the  Government  keep- 
ing watch  and  ward,  it  will  flow  over  into  some 
other  channel.  Look  at  the  clear  proof  that  the 
people  know  how  to  change,  and  that  they  will 
change,  the  application  of  their  capital  and  liibor, 
in  the  Treasury  report  of  the  exports  of  1819.    It 


appears  from  that,  that  in  1819  ^w^e  expert- 
750,660  barrels  of  flour  ;  whereas,   as  I  Li- 
said,  but  two  years  sooner,  to  wit  in  ISl*  ir 
ported  1,479,198  barrels.     The  Coinin:c    . 
rest  assured  that  the  capital  and  labor  of  > 
try  were  not  idle,  but  were  employed  in  sc-  *. 
way.    And,  indeed,  sir,  if  gentlemen  cc-.. 
imaglne  a  state  of  things  in  "which,  "we  -;  . 
find  a  market  abroad  for  one  barrel,  ire  r-c 
even  In  a  mere  change  of  taste,  find  an  . 
resource.    From  the  same  Treasury  repy 
pears  that  there  were  imported  into  th?  *.* 
States,  in  the  year  1818,  6,052,453  gallon? 
eign  spirits.    We  should  only  have,  in  the  l? 
sort,  to  convert  our  grain  into  spirit,  anif  a..  ~ 
should  at  once  dispose  of  nearly  fbor-fiftb  : 
the  wheat,  the  flour  from  which  was  apartec  - 
year.    And  whenever  the  time  amVes  ths:  r 
have  no  foreign  market,  or  from  ocfter  csnsc^  .: 
shall  become  our  interest  to  do  so,l  teSgs£/e>2 
we  shall  neither  need  the  advice  ncr  tk  eoer:;.s 
of  Government  to  induce  us  to  do  it 

It  has  been  said,  however,  and  insisted  cRLy:- 
much  earnestness,  that  agricultnre  hasbecsis.' . 
by  Government,  and  that  the  very  bill  nowiiv.: 
discussion  guards  it  by  protecting  duile*.  ^' 
are,  therefore,  called  upon,  in  the  name  of>.'^' 
to  afford  a  reciprocal  protection  to  mandLr- 
One  single  fact^  and  the  consequences  p&^' 
deducible  from  it,  furnish  a  conciusiTe  aa?''-" 
this  argument:  it  is  this,  that  our  agricohaEL;':- 
ducts,  particularly  the  three  ercat  staple  :*  •-•;  J 
country,  cotton,  flour,  and  tooacco,  soccdi"!?  f 
sustain  the  competition  in  foreign  martfts.  5  ' 
the  only  benefit  which  they  could,  byjpcstJtJ.T 
derive  from  protecting  duties,  wouJfl  fe  a  lit? 
home  market^  but  to  say  that  articles  wifdi,'K"ii«i 
exported,  and  when,  therefore,  they  can  dai^/:  i 
aid  from  this  Government,  can  maintaia  t:|CD- 
selves  in  foreign  markets  against  the  comprtitji 
of  like  foreign  articles,  require  that  aid,  in  ordi: : 
maintain  themselves  against  the  suae  irt:^!t^, 
coming  into  competition  with  them  ia  ihe  5ome 
market,  is,  to  advance  a  proposftioo  in  sach  pl- 
pable  hostility  with  every  'piuicipie  of  Dohucai 
economy,  that  it  needs  but  be  stMted  in  order  to  be 
refuted.    It  cannot  be  necessary  to  undatak«,)iy 
serious  argument,  to  prove  that,  if  either  the  pT*c« 
at  which  we  can  afford  to  sell,  oi  the  quality*  giv? 
us  the  preference  abroad,  that  preference  cau:' 
be  lost  at  home,  when,  in  addition  to  these  &dru- 
tages,  we  have  the  farther  advantage  of  bein^  ti- 
empt  from  the  cost  of  exportation,  and  ihefcmpi 
articles  are  encumbered  with  the  disadn2t3|«  of 
bein^  subject  to  the  cost  of  importation 

Sir,  I  will  not  trouble  the  Committeelcc^R-  ^ 
have  attempted  to  prove  that  the  proposed  ?p^«; 
is  incompatible  witn  sound  policy,  because  it  ^* 
diminish  the  wealth  of  the  nation  :  that  it  :>  > 
compatible  with  justice,  because  it  will  pr:^  * 
the  interest  of  one  class,  at  the  expense  of  ai ' ' 
class  of  the  community.  If  I  have  succeed-'  > 
this,  it  follows  that  the  bill  ought  not  to  pass.  J 
sucn,  I  trust,  will  be  its  fate. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Massachusetts,  addressed  ^ 
Chair  as  follows : 
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Mr.  Chairman:  To  complaiQ  is  the  strongest 
propensity  of  the  human  mind,  and  evinces  the 
greatest  ingratitude.  We  look  at  history  and  view 
the  bright  side  only  of  the  past ;  witli  confident 
hope  we  contemplate  the  future;  but  we  endure 
the  present  wifli  anxiety  and  regret.  This  pre- 
disposition is  encouraged  by  others,  who  would 
convince  us  that  their  aid  is  necessary  to  relieve 
us  from  our  embarrassments.  The  doctor  must 
magnify  the  danger  of  his  patient,  that  he  may 
acquire  the  reputation  and  profit  of  the  core. 
This,  and  a  confidence  in  ourselves  to  improve 
upon  the  wisdom  or  detect  the  follies  of  others, 
have  produced  all  the  projects,  schemes,  and  inno- 
vations, which  have  asitated,  embarrassed,  and 
distressed  the  world.  Whence  those  rank  specu- 
lations which  have  ended  in  distress  and  ruin? 
Whence  the  Mississippi  and  South  Sea  projects, 
Mr.  Law's  bubble,  and  the  Earl  of  Oxford's  foUy, 
and  the  other  wild  and  extravagant  schemes  which 
threatened  at  once  to  inundate  Europe  and  to  in- 
volve the  people  in  one  universal  ruin?  From  an 
excess  of  legislation,  which  tempted  and  provoked 
the  inquietude  of  the  people.  Nine  tentns  of  the 
evils  which  have  been  inflicted  upon  mankind, 
originated  in  governing  too  much. 

£ook  at  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  cast 
your  eye  over  ten  millions  of  freemen,  spread  over 
an  immense  territory,  possessing  every  facility  of 
soil,  water,  and  climate.  Inquire  into  their  ne- 
cessities and  indinatiolis,  and  ask,  what  is  the  re- 
lief which  they  most  need?  and  they  will  tell  you, 
to  be  let  alone. 

Sir,  there  is  not  a  country  in  the  world  where 
the  three  great  branches  or  industry,  agriculture, 
manufactures,  and  commerce,  can  engage  in  so 
eqasl  a  competition  as  in  the  United  States.  This 
doctrine  of  letting  the  branches  of  industry  alone, 
has,  by  the  Speaker  and  others,  been  assailed  and 
ridiculed.  But  it  is  sound,  legitimate  doctrine. 
An  officious  intermeddling  in  the  afiairs  of  indi- 
viduals; an  attempt  to  regulate  their  ordinary  emr 
ployments,  or  divert  their  habitual  industry  from 
Its  usual  channel,  is  equally  impolitic  and  unjust 
Bvery  man  understands  his  own  interest  and  will 
pursue  it.  Regulate^  therefore^  the  different  bran- 
ches of  industry  as  little  as  possible — ^I  say  as  lit^ 
tie  as  possible,  because  I  agree  that  the  maxim, 
^'  let  the  people  alone,"  admits  of  the  following 
exceptions ;  1st  Aid  a  necessary  branch  of  indus- 
try in  its  infancy  according  to  your  means.  2d. 
Support  that  which  is  essential  to  national  safety. 
3d.  Countervail  foreign  restrictions  where  you  can 
do  it  with  a  prospect  of  success.  4th.  Impose  bur- 
dens for  the  stipport  of  Gpveroment  The  three 
first  are  discretionary ;  the  last  is  indispensable. 

But  as  the  Legislature  of  a  nation  cannot  create 
-wealth,  and  as  every  aid  to  one  branch  equally 
subducts  from  the  others,  it  becomes  us  to  inquire 
into  the  relative  conditions  of  the  difierent  employ- 
ments in  the  United  States,  and  see  what  are  the 
necessities  of  our  manufactories,  and  what  relief 
we  can  afibrd  to  bestow. 

The  pretensions  of  this  class  of  people  is  urged 
in  the  most  piteous  strains.  To  read  their  peti- 
tions and  bear  the  arguments  of  their  advocates, 
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we  should  presume  that  manufactures  had  been 
excluded  from  all  favor,  and  cast  off  as  an  illegiti- 
mate. While  you  are  fostering  commerce  and 
agriculture,  say  gentlemen,  the  poor  depressed 
manufacturer  is  left  to  take  care  of  himself.  Is 
commerce,  then,  so  very  flourishing?  Is  agiicul- 
ture  the  favorite  child  ?  No,  sir.  Apiculture  gets 
no  favors  here.  You  have  your  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  your  Committee  of  Manufactures, 
who  ably  and  indefatieably  support  those  respect- 
ive interests.  But  where  is  your  committee  of 
agriculture  ?  Merchants  and  manufacturers  were 
never  over-modest  in  complaining  or  asking  for 
favors,  nor  very  delicate  in  urging  their  mentori- 
ous  services  upon  the  consideration  of  Govern- 
ment But  the  farmers,  scattered  and  separated 
from  each  other,  doomed  to  a  life  of  constant  la«- 
bor,  have  no  time  to  complain.  Nor  are  they  re- 
membered here,  except  when  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  seeks  the  avenue  that  leads  to 
their  pockets,  and  seizes  upon  the  products  of  their 
industry,  to  pacify  the  importunities  of  manufao- 
turers. 

Sir,  the  manufacturers  of  the  United  States  are 
more  favored  and  better  protected  than  those  of 
any  other  country.  This  will  be  deemed  a  bold 
assertion.  But  1  invite  gentlemen  to  examine  for 
themselves.  Let  them  look  at  the  British  protect- 
ing duties,  and  deduct  from  these  encouragements 
the  poor  rates,  the  excise,  and  other  burdens,  the 
British  manufacturer  has  to  endure,  and  then  an- 
swer  the  question,  has  not  the  American  manu- 
facturer, on  the  wnole,  the  advantage? 

The  Speaker  has  given  us  a  melancholy  descrip- 
tion of  a  cotton  factory  which  he  saw  unoccupied 
and  with  the  windows  broken  out.  Indeed  I  And 
I,  toOj  have  jpassed  by  several  dwellinfl;^hottses  of 
very  industrious  farmers  that  never  had  any  win- 
dows in  them ;  and  the  reason  was,  that  the  Bos- 
ton and  Pittsburg  factories  had  been  so  well  pro- 
tected that  these  farmers  could  not  afibrd  to  pur- 
chase the  glass. 

The  truth  is,  the  whole  country  is  distressed. 
The  manufacturers,  from  the  encouragement  given 
by  the  war,  and  your  protection  had  been  extrav- 
agant and  prodig^.  Hash,  unskilful,  and  impru- 
dent men,  with  nominal  capital,  had  commenced 
on  a  larffe  scale,  and  had  faileid,  as  a  matter  of 
course.  Many  such  instances  can,  no  doubt,  be 
cited;  and  these  are  the  cases  of  distress  which 
have  been  so  feelingly  described.  But  when  were 
the  facilities  to  manufacturers  neater  than  at 
present?  One  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Storrs)  has  told  you  that  your  produce  is  rotting 
on  your  hands  that  your  commerce  is  at  an  end, 
and  you  can  sell  notning  abroad.  Another  gen- 
tleman from  the  same  State  (Mr.  Qaoss)  has 
given  you  to  understand  that  manufactures  will 
ourish  when  you  cannot  sell  your  surplus  pro- 
duce to  advantage  abroad.  If  these  premises  are 
true,  the  conclusion  seems  to  be  irresistiUe,  that 
the  present  is  a  most  favorable  time  for  your  man- 
ufactures. 

In  perfect  accordance  with  these  sentiments,  the 
Speaker  has  contended,  that  want  of  capital  was 
the  root  of  the  evil,  and  has  given  us  an  instance 
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where  great  capitalists  can  succeed  bow  with  pro- 
fit and  advantage.  In  the  coarse  of  his  observa- 
tions he  admitted  that  there  was  a  redundancy  of 
capital  in  the  United  States,  inactive  and  lifeless, 
and  that  the  capitalists  of  Philadelphia  had  offered 
the  Government  a  loan  of  twenty  millions  at  five 
per  cent ;  and  yet  the  manufacturers  cannot  suc- 
ceed for  want  of  capital  I  Sir,  I  don't  know  how 
these  contradictions  are  to  be  reconciled.    Ade- 

Saate  capital  and  a  prudent  management  will,  no 
onbt,  insure  success.  Money  can  oe  had  on  most 
favorable  terms,  and  to  any  amount.  It  is,  more- 
over, a  fact,  that  the  manufacturers  have  now 
protections  and  facilities  that  are  not  realized  in 
any  other  country :  yet  they  are  not  satined.  The 
merchant  whose  ships  are  rotting  at  his  wharves, 
and  the  farmer  whose  produce  is  perishing  for 
want  of  a  market,  must  incur  new  burdens  to  sat- 
isfy the  cupidity  of  these  manufacturers.  And.  as 
thoi^h  nothing  had  been  done,  they  ask  for  a  lit- 
de  relief.  A  little  relief!  Then  you  have  done 
•nothing  yet.  Is  your  last  tariff  nothing?  Is  tke 
modification  made  two  years  ago,  to  their  full  sst- 
islaction,  nothing?  Pass  this,  and  in  two  years 
more  this  will  be  nothing. 

The  obiect  of  a  protecting  duty  is  to  exckide 
foreign  fabrics,  and  to  give  a  monopoly  to  your 
own  manufacturers,  or  give  them  the  advantage 
in  the  market^  by  raising  the  price  and  dkninisn- 
iag  the  quantity  of  the  foreign  article. 

An  entire  exclusion  is  a  tax  on  the  consumer, 
«ttd  leaves  him  to  the  mercy  of  the  manufacturer. 
A  partial  exclusion,  or  a  rise  in  the  price,  has  the 
same  operation  in  a  different  degree.  It  is  idle, 
indeed,  to  pretend  that  a  competition  at  home  will 
'su}^ply  the  want  of  foreign  competition,  and  soon 
■produce  a  depression  of  price.  That  can  n^er 
take  place  until  your  mancet  is  amply  supplied  by 
your  own  artists — an  event  not  speedily  to  be  ex- 

I)ected.  In  the  meantime  commerce  is  to  be  shack- 
ed, and  the  farmer  to  be  subject  to  a  monopdy 
which  he  can  neither  resist  nor  counteract.  He 
has  a  surplus  for  which  there  is  no  brisk  demand. 
He  is  consequentlyr  subjected  to  a  home  competi- 
tion, which  puts  his  own  produce  in  the  power  of 
the  manufacturer.  By  these  high  j>n}teoting  du- 
ties- therefore,  you  enable  the  manufacturer  to  buy 
«nd  tiell  upon  his  own  terms.  To  buy,  becaose 
the'Airmer  has  competitors ;  to  sell,  because  the 
manufacturer  has  none. 

I  am  aware  that  it  has  been  contended,  that  the 
fiirmer  and  planter  who  produces  the  r«w  mate- 
rial, will,  'by  this  protecticm,  find  a  better  market 
«t  home :  and  the  Speaker  has  told  us  that  this 
will  be  the  case,  particularly  in  regard  to  cotton. 
But  the  cotton  planters  will  scarcely  swallow  this 
bait  That  the  increase  of  your  cotton  factories 
l^iTes  an  additional  demand  for  the  raw  material 
«t  the  home  market  is  readily  admitted.  But, 
what  is  to  be  the  effect  of  a  tax  on  foreign  fabrics, 
the' raw  material  of  which  you  furnish?  Your 
cotton  fnbrics  from  abroad  come  charged  with  an 
additional  duty;  if  the  increase  of  the  price  is 
equal  to  that  of  the  duty,  it  allows  of  a  correspond- 
injg  increase  of  the  home  fabric,  and  this  will  con- 
stttute  a  tax,  which  will  fall  on  the  consumer. 


Should  this  be  the  case,  the  tzwr  ootteo  viU  rp\ 
rience  no  diminution,  bat  probably  a  sa^  ti\ 
mentation,  of  price.    This,  hovrever,  can^i  :i 
By  bringing  the  home  and  forei^rn  ftbrie!i9!tH 
into  the  market,  the  price  will  not  beacvKsJ 
equal  to  the  impost,  and  the  foreign  tnasttTTr 
will  find  his  profits  diminish  to  nearly  iktmsL: 
of  the  increase  of  the  impost.     He  must,  tm^. 
if  he  can,  remunerate  himsdf  for  this  Iob  "^it 
pression  of  the  raw  material ;  as  liis  espai  ai 
the  nature  of  his  fabrics  will  enable  hie  '^^ 
them  for  a  good  market,  and  the  pUnterVi.  k 
driven  to  the  necessity  of  a  sfieedr  aak,  a  ie^ 
sion  of  the  price  of  raw  cotton  will  beezpcr»»< 
which  the  home  demand  will  not,  fer  jan,  at 
pensate.    The  result  will  probably  be,  tb:  a? 
price  of  the  foreign  fabric  will  be^i^pwitfd,  n 
that  of  the  raw  cotton  diminisliei^  ud  thtt^ 
impost  will  be  divided  between  the«otA»  pkatc 
and  the  Ameriean  consumer  of  ^muBorunrt 
cotton. 

But,  exclude  entirely  or  partiiif  4r  (Qraf;& 
fabric,  by  excessive  duties,  and  yoaneiin)i^n- 
courage  smug^ng.    Make  your  lavsas  ^  ^ 
they  will  be  violated  in  pcoportioa  totbetn^ 
tion.    The  severity  of  puniimmcpt  djaicgftft  t^* 
probability  of  conviction,  and  men  viil  be  ig  ^ 
calculate  between  probalnlitieB  of  detectiD!!  d 
gain.    Although  it  would  be  paying  a  pwr£ 
pliment  to  the  morality  of  the  penile  to  (j^esi 
this  observation  to  crimes  of  a  malignant ocff? 
as  it  recards  evading  revenue  laws,  ei?r»vft 
proves  that  the  remark  is  just.     Itisacc^x 
relaxation  of  morals  in  merebants  that  t^r^^^' 
case.    Merchants  are  like  other  men,  15^^^;^ 
to  like  temptations.    Th«  gendeman  te  Pfst- 
sylvania  (Mr.  BALnwtM)  and  the  Spohir  &^i 
have  dispensed  with  their  sarcasms  ot  ^  ^ 
of  men.    Was  it  liberal  to  throw  Che  o&im  of  itt 
proceedings  of  Castine,  the  JSssex  Jaito,  md  Har 
lord  Convention,  upon  the  whole  body  of  the  off 
chants  ?    Sir,  it  is  with  mortificatioo  tbit  1  ac 
compelled  to  admit  some  disgracefci  nasssffiom 
in  my  section  of  the  country;  but  Icntf^t  suck 
traotoctionsare  byno  means  liaMlf  ^Mi^phi- 
eal  lines.    And  it  is  scarcely  pndmi  for  memben 
of  the  same  family  to  engage  ia  dptakiBR  of  eteh 
other  dishoncJiable  truths,    h  nav  aim  aIOBs^ 
tnent  to  their  neighbors,  who  woudVMai  the  nus- 
tual  charges  with  a  maligasot  ntis£uiio&,  hot  t 
will  depreciate  the  reputation,  and  ianair  the  br 
noony  of  the&mily.    I  mijrht  potsiuy  ioddgf  ^ 
a  few  retorts  to  put  genuemen  on  their  e^^ 
No  portion  of  the  coitntry  is  without  its  Brdt-' 
Even  Pennsylvania,  the  land  of  Penn,  of  Frank- 
lin, and  the  chairman  of  the  Mai»o£icanagC«& 
mittee.    Pennsylvania,  proverbial   for  b«  «s^ 
city  and  oararnished  morality,  has  some  ^» 
upon  her  mantle.    If  I  do  not  very  macb  toi? 
collect,  something  of  an  insurgent  spirit  irts^ 
exhibited,  not  far  from  the  district  represcct^' 
the  chairman.    Whether  whiskey,   or  the  «tf 
it,  was  the  cause,  I  don't  remember,  but  >'  ^ 
usually  been  termed  the  Whiskey  Idsutt^- 
Another  case,  much  later,  of  a  sp\rit  of  opjK> 
tion,  was  witnessed  in  the  same  Stale.    I  ^ 
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Temember  the  particulars,  but  it  related  to  a  United 
States  jttdffment,  and  a  certain  General  Bright 
had  something  to  do  with  it.  It,  hovrever,  was 
not  considered  as  a  very  MffJU  anair.  And  even 
the  Speaker,  had  he  looked  at  home,  might  have 
found  instances  of  a  like -character,  without  casting 
a  sneer  at  the  northeast.  I  trust  he  has  not  for- 
gotten the  Washiia  expeditiou,  and  the  interest 
that  certain  Kentuckians  were  suspected  to  take 
in  its  prosecution.  Our  memories  have  been  re>-' 
freshed  on  the  subiect  at  this  very  session.  I  will 
not  proceed  further.  These  are  family  faults, 
which  should  not  be  mentioned  abroad.  They 
are  only  hinted  at  here  to  remind  gentlemen  of 
tbe  old  proverb— "Let  thoee  who  live  in  glass 
houses  take  care  how  they  cast  stones  at  their 
neighbors'  windows." 

But  I  as  little  agree  witb  my  colleague  (Mr. 
WeiTMAir)  in  his  eulogy,  as  witn  the  other  gen- 
tlemen in  their  censure  or  the  merchants.  I  was 
iH5t  a  littte  surprised  to  hear  his  ascription  of  the 
payment  of  diree  or  fonr  hundred  mJUions  to  the 
merchants. 

There  is  no  principle  better  settled  or  understood 
than  that,  with  few  exceptions,  the  impost  falls  on 
the  consumer.  The  merehauts  pay  it  sometimes 
in  advance;  but, firenerally,  afler  collection  from 
their  customers :  they  have  no  more  merit  for  the 
myment  than  the  collector  who  transmits  it  to  the 
Treasury.  The  former,  like  the  latter,  becomes 
responsiole  for  the  tax,  and  it  is  much  to  their 
credit  that  they  have  responded  with  great  punc- 
tuality, and  that  the  Government  has  hitherto  lost 
but  forty -five  cents  in  the  hundred  dollars  by  their 
failures.  I  wish  I  could  say,  that,  ai\er  the  money 
reaches  the  Treasury,  it  is  converted  to  its  proper 
purposes  with  no  greater  dilapidations.  Mercnants, 
As  well  as  others,  will  evade  the  laws^  when 
prompted  by  strong  temptations.  Such  is  man. 
*'  Lead  us  not  into  temptation,"  is  an  invocation 
prescribed  by  one  who  well  knew  the  frailty  and 
depravity  of  the  human  heart.  It  is  even  doubtful 
*whether  our  best  and  firmest  men  would  wish  a 
trial  of  their  virtue  against  some  temptations. 
There  are  assailable  points  in  every  human  fortress. 

The  depravity  and  misery  which  follow  a  habit 
of  smuggimg,  are  better  perceived  than  described. 
If  the  Cottffress  of  the  United  States  have  no 
power,  ^but  ny  individual  example,  to  inculcate 
virtoe,  t^y  should  at  least  take  care  how  they  in- 
dulge in  legislation  which  shall  encourage  vice. 
Biiact  lavrs  which  public  sentiment  shall  resist,  or 
45Upidity  evade ;  let  such  evasion  become  famiMar, 
and  detection  and  paniahment  rare;  let  habit 
confirm  what  interest  and  inclination  suggested, 
and  it  becomes  at  once  an  example  and  a  signal  to 
despise  all  legal  restraints,  and  hold  in  contempt 
the  authority  from  whence  the^'  emanated. 

But  this  is  not  all ;  smuggimg,  to  a  degree  af- 
fecting the  market,  destroys  all  benefit  intended  for 
the  maoufacturer,  and  throws  the  impost  off  the 
consumer  upon  the  merchant.  The  smuggler  can 
undersell  htm,  and  deprive  him  of  the  power  to 
enhance  his  goods  to  the  amount  of  the  impost. 
'The  foreign  ^oods  being  low  in  the  market,  the 
manufacturer  lias  failed  of  his  object. 


When  the  protecting  duty  is  successfully  laid} 
it  falls  on  the  consumer.  It  ought,  therefore,  to  be 
made  to  bear  as  equally  as  possible;  to  toudi 
lightly  on  the  necessaries  of  life ;  and  by  no  means 
to  impair  the  national  defence.  What,  then,  is  the 
character  of  your  increase  upon  coffee,  U'on,  sugars, 
molnsses.  ana  salt  ?  These,  sir,  are  become  neoes* 
series  of  life,  and  for  the  last  year  the  revenue  from 
them  an^ounted  to  four  millions.  You  propose  to 
increase  them  on  sugar,  cofiee,  and  sheet-iron,  one- 
fifth  :  salt,  one-fourth ;  rolled  iron,  one-third ;  bar 
and  odt,  two-thirds ;  and  molasses  and  castings, 
double.  Is  this  equal?  Iron  is  a  necessary  of 
life,  and  in  a  degreea  raw  material.  A  tax  on 
this  is  borne  by  every  farmer  in  the  Atlantic  States. 
Not  a  nail  driven  into  the  shoe  of  his  horse,  but  is 
encumbered  with  the  impost.  It  is  also  a  tax  on 
manufacturers  of  hardware  generally.  Why  is  it 
uecessary  ?  The  expense  ot  manufacturing  a  ton 
of  bar  iron,  including  a  fair  manufacturing  profi^ 
and  excluding  the  stock  of  which  it  is  made«  is  not 
fifty  dollars.  Add  the  slock,  and  you  would  not 
bring  it  above  ninety.  Yet  these  manufacturers 
ask  a  duty  of  twenty^five,  equal  to  one-half  the 
making  and  profits,  and  to  more  than  one^fomrth 
of  the  value.  When  the  tariff  was  modified,  two 
years  a$fo.  the  manufacturers  were  satisfied  with 
fiAeen  dollars,  and  they%ow  ask  an  addition  of 
two-thirds  of  that.  When  will  they  be  satisfied  7 
They  will  never  cease  to  ask  so  long  as  you  will 
continue  to  srant. 

Sugar  and  molasses  are  manufactui'ed  in  but 
small  quantities  in  the  United  States,  in  proportion 
to  the  consumption;  the  land  is  cheap,  and  the 
planters  need  not  the  existing  duties  to  insure  them 
profits,  and  even  fortunes.  The  people  of  the  East 
have  a  large  trade  with  the  West  Indies.  Our 
provisions  and  lumber  are  exchanged  there,  Tpinr 
cipaliy  for  these  articles.  The  molasses  is  distilled 
into  rum ;  and  this  business,  hitherto  carried  on  to 
considerable  extent,  can  scarcely  survive  the  ex- 
isting duty.  This  must  be  abandoned — and  you 
destroy  the  West  India  trade,  and  drive  us  round 
the  Florida  Capes  an^  up  the  Mississippi,  a  voyage 
equal  to  one  across  the  Atlantic,  to  purchase  these 
articles,  without  the  means  of  paying  for  them. 
And  for  what  purpose ?  Tod immish  the  quantity 
of  spirits  distilled  from  molasses^nd  thereoy  give 
a  bounty  on  the  whiskey  of  the  West. 

But  the  most  outrageous  tax  is  that  on  salt— a 
necessary  of  life,  which  the  poor  man  must  use, 
even  more  than  the  rich.  The  existing  impost  is 
forty  per  cent,  upon  the  value,  and  this  must  be 
increased  one-fiftn  more. 

But  this  is  not  all.  Your  fisheries  are  important 
to  the  prosperity  and  safety  of  the  nation.  Why 
does  Great  Britain  give  suchan  enormous  tonnage 
bounty  on  her  fishing  vessels  ?  It  is  the  nurseiT 
of  her  seamen,  wbence  her  navy  is  supplied.  Sucn 
ha&been  the  effect  of  this  bounty  in  years  of  scarcity, 
that  it  has  cost  the  nation  one  hundred  pounos 
«terling  for  every  barrel  of  fish.  The  bounty  whieb 
you  have  given,  is  only  intended  as  a  drawback  of 
the  duty  on  salt.  It  has  not,  hitherto,  proved  -mi 
equivalent,  and  the  balance  is  usually  against  the 
^shearmen.    This  addition  falls  upon  them  without 
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an  equivalent  j  and  this  tax  falls  almost  exclusirely 
on  the  Atlantic  States,  and  two-thirds  at  least  on 
New  England.  New  York  derives  a  revenue 
from  her  salt  works,  and  they  are  rented  upon  a 
condition  that  the  manufacturers  shall  self  at  a 
stipulated  price.  The  West  will  never  feel  this 
tax.  The  Speaker  may  tell  me,  if  he  pleases,  of 
foreign  salt  at  Louisville.  Very  well.  Coab  also 
have  been  sent  to  Newcastle,  and  British  manu- 
factures exported  from  the  United  States  to  Eng- 
land, and  sold  at  a  profit.  But  these  are  extra- 
ordinary cases,  and  prove  nothing.  I  ask  the 
Sj[)eaker,  or  anv  gentleman  from  the  West,  whether 
it  is  not  a  settled  and  universal  opinion  there,  that 
they  shall  make  their  own  salt  ?  These  four  mil- 
lions, jpaid  upon  these  necessary  articles  of  con- 
sumption, fall  almost  entirely^  on  the  Atlantic 
States,  and  yet  they  must  be  mcreased.  Sir,  let 
gentlemen  smile  at  our  molasses  and  codfish,  but 
let  them  not  smile  at  our  expense.  There  is  an 
inequality  and  injustice  in  this,  that  is  intoleraUe. 
Molasses  doubled,  and  playing  cards  increased  one- 
sixth  only !  Sir,  I  do  not  know  but  these  are  a 
necessary  of  life.  They  are  probably  an  article  of 
considerable  consumption  in  the  West,  for  whose 
benefit  the  tariff  seems  well  calculated.  Tax  the 
bar  iron :  thev  will  make  enough  of  their  own ;  tax 
molasses,  and,  consequ«itly,  the  spirits  distilled 
from  it:  they  prefer  whiskey ;  tax  the  salt,  and,  of 
course,  the  codfish:  they  prefer  catfish.  Thus,  you 
perceive,  the  gentlemen  oeyond  the  mountains  are 
verv  willing  to  impose  burdens,  from  which  they 
and  their  constituents  are  wholly  exempt. 

But  this  is  defended  as  a  countervaiimg  system. 
What  has  hitherto  been  the  successof  your  coercion 
on  other  nations  ?  Your  bill  regulating  the  West 
India  trade — ^what  has  been  its  effect  ?  I  do  not 
rejoice,  nay,  I  regret,  that  my  predictions  of  its 
success  have  all  teen  verified.  I  would  not  have 
bM;un — but  I  would  now  go  on.  It  would  be  mor- 
tifying, indeed,  to  retract  a  system  of  coercion 
which,  but  two  years  since,  was  adopted  with  so 
much  deliberation  and  unanimity.  When  the 
Speaker  cites  this  case  as  an  instance  of  the  pro- 
priety of  regulations,  and  of  the  inconsistency  of 
gentlemen  who  oppose  the  tariff,  he  neither  has 
m^  nor  proves  his  case.  I  opposed  the  measure, 
ana  the  hopes  of  its  advocates  have  been  hitherto 
disappointed. 

But  what  part  of  your  tariff  is  to  operate  as  a 
countervailing  system  ?  Ten  per  cent  on  articles 
imported  in  foreign  vessels  is  a  distinct  ajSair,  and 
has  no  connexion  with  the  principles  of  your  tariff. 
It  resembles  a  tonnage  duty,  which  the  Speaker 
.considers  so  favorable  to  commerce.  It  is  tne  first 
time,  I  confess.  I  ever  heard  that  a  discriminating 
tonnage  duty  tacilitated  commerce.  This  is  a  tax 
on  carrying,  which  inevitably  diminishes  the  value 
of  the  article  carried.  It  helps  the  carrier^  unless 
it  is  met  by  other  nations  witn  a  similar  discrimi- 
nation ;  in  which  case,  the  carrier  loses  one  way 
what  he  gains  the  other.  The  whole  export  and 
import  trade  is  burdened,  and  the  tax  falls  on  the 
manufacturer,  grower,  consumer,  or  merchant, 
either  or  all,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
markets.    It  may  be  in  favor  of  the  shipping  in- 


terest, but  every  facility  of  transportation  mast  S 
beneficial  to  commerce,  which  consists  wboilr  : 
a  system  of  exchange. 

But  how  is  this  to  aflfect  your  revenue  ?  Cpct 
the  articles  of  first  necessity,  to  mrhich  I  krp  /^ 
ferred,  there  will  probably  be  bh  incnst  dir 
deducting  for  the  diminution  of  tlie  consEsua. 
This  $4,000,000  might  probably  be  iooMt^ 
^,650,000.  Upon  teas,  spirits,  -wines,  aad  ^ 
which  producea  $5,000,000  last  year,  tberr  'b  c' 
material  addition.  Your  first  class,  whiei  ^s 
propose  to  raise  from  H  to  12^  per  cenL,  aadrul 
yielded  $179,076  97,  consisting  of  jewelry  oi 
other  articles  of  large  value,  in  proportiaii  ti  r« 
bulk,  will  be  easily  smuggled,  and  will  forziishv 
addition. 

The  same  remarks  will  apply  to  your  secoK 
cbass,  including  silks  and  otaer  Y9Mk  iittdc 
which  you  propose  to  raise  from  15^30 per  cnt, 
which  afforded  $2,916,828  75  ;  andik  ^rddia, 
including  hardware,  which  prodoeel  |lJ16i05 
20,  and  which  you  propose  to  raiefea%\ott 
per  cent.     The  quantity  regularly  impQCtei  ^ 
be  much  diminished  by  a  dinunotion  of  ansBsp- 
don  and  illicit  importations,  and,  instpadcdEt- 
terial  increase  of  revenue  on  these,  I  shooM  Kt  be 
disappointed  if  there  should  be  a  fidling  o£  Co- 
tain  specified  articles,  such  as  ale,  raism,  ui  ni 
and  white  lead,  had  increased  one-third,  ud  coa 
one-half,  and  all  of  which  last  year  yielded  S^- 
129  77,  might  afford  you  an  increase  of  ^M. 
The  other  specified  articles  yield  bat  atnlLiad 
at  best  would  produce  a  petty  sum.    DoobkEiilb£ 
duty  on  raw  cotton  will  operate,  as  was  prckblT 
intended,  as  a  total  prohibition,  -which  dsamio 
your  revenue  $126,562  26.     The  fourth  dass,  ^ 
eluding  woollens,  cottony  and  linens^  ad  wiieh 
you  propose  to  increase  from  25  to  33  pa  ecat 
with  the  regulations  in  regard  to  the  ninufiBB 
price,  will  create  a  serious  depresstoo.    The  art}- 
cles  included  in  this  class  yielded  yoo.  riie  iafl 
year,  $6,201,049.   The  immense  duty  oo  aUl  e^e- 
cially  the  coarse  cottons  and  Iineu>  iy  iiiog  ue 
minimum  price  so  high,  will,  I  am^vettynn?  di> 
minish  your  revenue  to  the  taue  of  aon  tkuk  two 
millions  annually.    Your  tari^  then,  as  it  is^  takes 
annually  from  your  Treasury  two  millLioas.    A. 
considerable  diminution  seema  lobe  expected  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Manufactmin^  Committee 
and  the  Speaker;  and  we  are  told  thai  the  imfotf 
must  be  abandoned  as  a  rotten  system!    A  systca  i 
that  has  carried  the  nation  through  prosficriCT  aad 
adversity,  through  peace  and  war,andiadcrirkriif 
for  thirty  years,  our  population  and  wealii  tmrt  \ 
increased  beyond  example,  most  be  afaaa(^<<l  u 
rotten,  and  we  are  to  be  set  afloat  on  theacaoC  Ori 
periment  and  speculation.  J 

But,  sir,  who  nave  made  the  impost  insofhcieril 
Why  does  it  fail  this  year  to  satisfy  the  poUic 
i^ncies?    Because  it  is  regulated    morewitk 
view  to  the  protection  of  manufactures  thant''' 
protection  of  revenue.   With  reasonable  and  f 
tual  protection  to  manufactures,  thereFenae  v 
even  now  be  ample.     But  you  embarrass 
merce,  and  discourage  agriculture,  to  pacifr 
manufacturers;  you  mutuate  and  break  down 
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system,  and  then  condemn  it  as  rotten.  You  tan- 
talize and  upbraid  it  for  wounds  which  you  your- 
seires  have  inflicted.  You  put  the  poisonous  cup 
to  its  lips ;  you  compel  the  draught ;  its  deleterious 
influence  paralyzes  and  prostrates  its  constitution, 
and  then,  with  a  malignant  sneer,  jou  detest  the 
object  for  imperfections  and  impurities  which  you 
have  communicated. 

But  upon  what  hypothesis  is  vour  impost  to  de- 
preciate ?  Have  gentlemen  fallen  into  the  opin- 
ion, so  fondly  entertained,  that  Europe  is  settled 
down  in  perpetual  peace  ?  And  what  is  the  foun- 
dation of  this  opinion?  Whatever  may  be  our 
wishes,  however  strong  our  hopes,  surely  experience 
is  opposed  to  the  prospect  of  lasting  tranquillity.  If 
war  IS  not  the  natural  state  of  men^  most  certainly 
it  is  the  usual  condition  of  the  nations  of  Europe. 
Look  back  upon  them  two  centuries,  and,  during 
the  whole  period  you  will  not  find  forty  years  of 
^neral  peace.  Tneir  relative  positions  and  polit- 
ical condition  are  sources  of  almost  perpetual  wars. 
The  balance  of  power,  which  they  are  always 
fighting  for  and  never  obtain,  was  never  in  greater 
jeopardy  than  at  present.  Uneasy,  restless,  fever- 
ish symptoms  are  making  their  appearance.  The 
legitimates  are  trembling,  and  the  people  begin- 
ning to  think  of  their  rignts.  Europe  appears  on 
the  eve  of  a  convulsion,  terrible,  I  fear,  in  its  ope* 
rations,  but  happy,  I  trust,  in  its  result.  If  it  were 
our  duty  to  wish  that  tne  present  condition  of 
Europe  should  be  permanent,  and  that  the  calm 
of  despotism  should  be  endured  rather  than  the 
evils  of  a  revolution,  still  we  ask,  what  is  the  pros- 
pect 1  Look  at  Spain,  look  at  the  events  in 
France,  and  the  symptoms  in  Germany,  and  then 
calculate  on  {Hrobabuities.  The  scenes  we  are  to 
witness,  however  distressing^  will  give  an  activity 
to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and,  like 
Chose  which  are  past,  increase  our  strength,  and 
improve  our  prosperity.  Those  who  calculate 
therefore  on  commerce  and  revenue  from  a  long 
and  general  peace,  are  contradicted  by  evidence 
and  experience.  Pursue,  then,  your  old  system ; 
look  at  the  future  through  the  medium  of  the  past ; 
be  guided  by  the  compass  of  experience,  ^nd  you 
are  safe. 

But,  should  we  embark  in  this  new  speculation, 
venture  upon  this  untried  experiment,  and^  calcu- 
lating that  each  nation,  in  perfect  peace,  is  to  re- 
pose upon  its  own  resources,  adopt  this  Chinese 
policy,  what  are  to  be  your  ulterior  measures? 
Create  a  motive,  force  a  necessity,  and  sailors,  and 
merchants,  and  farmers,  must  become  manufac- 
turers, or  quit  their  country.  Pass  this  bill,  and  it 
is  the  windings-sheet  of  your  navy.    The  flag  of 

Cr  country,  the  star-spangled  banner,  which 
so  often  waved  in  triumph  over  your  enemies, 
and  secured  to  your  nation  such  lasting  renown, 
most  be  furled,  stowed  away  in  some  {farret,  with 
worms  and  cobwebs,  and  your  glory  is  to  be  con- 
signed to  forgetfblness. 

I  ask  again,  what  are  your  ulterior  measures? 
Abandon  your  rotten  system,  and  what  is  your 
substitute  i  Follow  up  your  measures,  and,  while 
providing  to  drain  the  Treasury,  give  us,  at  the 
same  time,  your  means  to  replenish  it. 


Will  you  tax  the  manufacturers  to  aid  manu- 
factures? They  will  scarcely  thank  you  for  the 
aid.  To  take  from  a  man  as  much  as  you  bestow^ 
confers  on  him  no  favor.  If  the  manufacturers 
cannot  exist  without  protection,  they  surely  can- 
not endure  a  tax  equivalent  to  the  protection  re- 
quired. But  postpone  this  tax,  say  tney,  until  we 
have  commenced,  and  are  in  the  full  tide  of  suc- 
cessful experiment,  and  we  shall  then  be  able,  and 
as  soon  as  we  are  able,  we  shall  be  willing  to  re- 
quite the  favor.  Wait,  borrow  some  twenty  mil- 
lions to  replace  the  bounties  which  you  pay  to 
manufacturers ;  do  this  in  a  time,  too,  when  they 
have  great  facilities  in  the  cheapness  of  labor,  pro- 


forbear  your  tax,  but  give  us  more  aid.  We  ex- 
pect that  that  which  you  have  furnished  will  be 
augmented  to  keep  pace  with  the  au^entation  in 
theprice  of  our  articles  of  consumption. 

The  result  is,  that  the  deficiency  must  be  sup- 
plied by  a  direct  tax.  It  is  inevitaole.  Whoever 
votes  tor  this  bill  creates  a  necessity  for  a  land 
tax.  I  solemnly  declare  that  I  never  will  agree  to 
tax  the  land  to  support  manufactures.  We  have 
heard  much  of  the  equivalent  js^iven  us  in  the 
Constitution  for  slave  representation.  Our  zealous 
advocates  of  restriction  from  the  North  insisted 
that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  expected  that 
we  were  to  be  compensated  in  direct  taxes  for 
slave  representation,  apportioned  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple. I  did  not  tnen  expect  the  equivalent  was 
to  come  so  soon.  For  myself,  and  the  people  I 
represent,  I  do  not  feel  much  gratitude  for  the 
favor.  No,  sir,  I  repeat  it,  so  long  as  I  have  the 
power  I  will  continue  to  protest  against  a  land  tax 
to  support  manufactures. 

But,  sir,  are  you  sure  the  forcing  system  will  not 
prove  injurious  to  the  manufacturers  themselves? 
You  attempt  too  much ;  expectation  fails,  and  a 
reaction  is  produced.  Begin  when  they  least  need 
it,  and  witnhold  your  hand  when  the  necessity 
presses,  and  the  expectations  which  jou  have  raised 
will  end  in  disappointment  and  rum. 

For  twenty  years  past  your  manufacturing  in- 
dustry has  flourished  and  improved  more  than  the 
other  Inranches.  I  might  again  recur  to  the  de- 
pression of  commerce  and  agriculture,  and  urge, 
in  detail,  their  wants  and  distresses;  but  the  pres- 
sure is  known  and  felt.  The  burdens  on  these  are 
already  intolerable.  Manufacturing  establbhments 
are  making  a  progress  sufficiently  rapid.  Within 
twenty  years  at  bast  one  hundred  manufacturing 
compames  have  been  incorporated  within  the  sin- 
gle State  of  Massachusetts ;  many  of  these  with 
large  capitals ;  and  those  which  have  been  man- 
aged prudently  have  succeeded.  I  hope  never  to 
witness  the  period  when  our  manufacturers  shall 
hold  the  pe-eminence.  Let  the  industry  of  the 
people  follow  its  own  channel,  and  all  will  lie 
well.  To  transfer  the  people  nrom  one  employ- 
ment to  another  is  an  unnatural  process ;  its  suc- 
cess in  this  country  very  doubtful,  and  its  result 
will  be  unfortunate,  if  not  ruinous.  Would  you 
perpetuate  your  liberties,  then  encourage  and  in- 
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cnlMile  tbat  edueatkm  aod  industry  whieh  vill 
aiifoiDj^ish  the  object  Wbait  is  tke  effect  of  largt 
mtBX&otamg  establisluaents  ?  Ignorance,  fao- 
tioii»  and  dq^vity.  The  Speaker  has  ^ven  ue 
ao  aceoant  of  the  disoipUne  and  edncatioii  in  a 
cotton  &otory  hif  hlv  interesting  and  fasomatinff. 
Fmdi  his  eulogy,  I  shoukl  expect  that  he  would 
be  willing,  to  send  a  daughter  there  ibr  a  polite 
education.  If  cases  contrary  to  this  do  oceur^  he 
inlevs  that  it  is  an  abase  of  t&e  sptem*  Sir,  these 
sogffes^nfr  are  creatures  of  a  yivid  iraaginatioa. 
Had  I  thai  gi^demaa's  magio  tongue^  I  would 
wm  you  a  pieture  of  the  morality  oigreat  nuAU* 
iietnring  establishments.  ''To  rear  the  tendet 
thoughL  to  teach  the  young  idea  how  to  shoftt^" 
to  instil  into  the  minds  of  our  youth  the  plinoi- 

el  of  freedom  and  the  preoepts  of  virtue  aad  re* 
oo^  in  a  cotton  factory,  a  furnace^  or  a  dbss 
WDrkfrl  la  that  rdig^on  which  is  inculcated  hf 
inspiring  terror  you  might  succeed,  for  your  p«^ 
would  always  have  a  picture  of  the  infernal  re* 
ff^s  beforeliim. 

Thir  is  to  be  the  future  poUey  of  the  West — 
the  West,  which  presents  unlimited  demands  for 
i^Cttltural  industry,  must  be  converted  into  a 
vast  woitshop !  Immense  tracts  of  unoultirTated 
land  call  for  the  labor  of  the  farmer.  Florida  ia 
to  be  ours,  if  we  can  get  it;  and  Texas,  we  are 
told,  is  ours  already.  The  last  is  desenbed  by  the 
Speaker  as  so  delightful,  that,  in  comparison,  Mil- 
ton's description  of  Paradise  is  faint,  weak^  and 
insipid.  Yet  this  EUysiumj  with  all  its  beatitude^ 
must  be  abandoned  for  manufaoturiag  establish- 
mants.  The  children,  of  the  West)  with  bodies 
sprightly^  vigprous^  and  degant,  aad  minds  free 
iumI  elastic  as  the  air^they  brasthe,  are  to  be  caged 
and  cooped  up  in  a  dismal  dungeon.  Ouf  sons 
and  daughters,  who  are  to  become  the  fathers  and 
mothers  of  a  free  and  sovermffn  people,  are  to-be 
instracted  in  the  principles  of  liberty,  in  this  pure 
and  perfect  sehooL  Tou  take  the  child,  swathe 
and  bandage  the  mind  to  direct  ail  its  energies  to 
the  important  object  of  a  pin's  point  or  a  needled 
QF«;  you  bend  and  distort  the  body,  and  crush 
down  its  energies;  you  subject  it  to  the  discipline 
and  mechanml  direction  of  a  merc^ury  master ; 
and  this-  is  to  be  the  defender  of  your  country  and 
ita  liberties,  and  the  parent  of  a  race  of  fteemen- 
Look  at  the  masufaeturing  establishments  of  Eu- 
lope;  see  the  poor  wretches  ^ere,  doomed  to  per- 
petual imprisonment,  inhaling  a  fcstid  atmospnere, 
with  a  body  pale,  ba^^gard)  and  ghastly,  contain- 
ing a  mind  eq^ualiy  cnffied  and  depraved.  Wit* 
Bess  the  distress  and  mia^y  whkm  this,  system 
entails,  and  the  faction  and  treasons  it  engenders, 
and  say,  is  it  very  consisteot  with  our  free  C^ov- 
emment  to  copy  it? 

That  man  is  inclined  to  evil  as  the  sparks  are 
to  ascend)  that  his  heart  is  deeeit£ulr  above  all 
thiuM  and  desperately  wicked,  is  wpparent^  with- 
out the  aithari^  of  revelation.  Every  day's  ex- 
perience proves  the  mehMieholy  truth.  Some  fa- 
vorite passion,  sosm  love  of  power,  of  wealth,  of 
qf^leador,  of  fam/^  or  seme  other  love,  operate  as 
OMosions,  and  act  as  syrens  to  lure  as  upon  the 
Seykla  or  Charybdis,  while  we  are  navigiatiag  the 


daogerous  channel  of  hamaa  life,  fthall  wedsv 
the  people  into  the  palhsofvioe?  I^manW^ 
i^^MMraai,  an4  enslaved,  ha  has  yet  cm 
while  he  is  innocent*    Let  the  stonae 
assail.him,  to  an  approving  conseaeBee  koi 
tire,  as  a  shield  from  the  storasy  and  a  eomte 
the  tempest.    An  awful  resj^asiUity,  thnaa, 
rests  upon  a  Legislature  whi<di  diraelaa  tam\ 
industry  to  those  pursuits  which  Icsid-to  vist 

Sir,  rollow  nature,  and  y^nr  wi^  is  dms.  Be 
the  design  of  the  Creator  seccas  to  he  Misfs) 
perverted.    When  he  was  pfoeeedlne  ia  hbii^ 
aad  had  pronounced  it  v«ry  goad,  ae  mmd^ 
regret  that  something  was  waatiaft^    ISm  ihr 
there  were  no  maaafhctariag^-  eaiuilishasBlit 
fetter  and  chain  the  mind;  not  thaA  thoe  mea 
laerehaats  to  ^echange  luxuries  and  tfutpotmi 
not  that  there  was  no  warrior  to  rarfur  m?  risr 
der  his  feUow-man ;  but  that  that  "aas  aof  a 
man  to  till  the  ground."    And  he  lodk  ka  ftm 
the  dust^  that  his  ori^n  might  poiai  lsteia|iff^ 
mentj  and  put  him  in  the  garclea  is  ^tas  a5 
Hat  maa  soon  revolted;  and  it  is  wartby  d  » 
mark,  that  the  first  s^ steiaatic  rebcUin  a^as 
the  laws  of  God  was  by  acfimhiaalsiaaofaianr 
turers  at  Babel,  and  that  he  paaished  thw  isftf  ^ 
confoundifig  their  language.     This  seop  of  ks- 
tory  teaches  much.    From  that  jpmod  to  tk  te 
of  your  tariff,  as  soon  as  they  £ave  acqOK'th 
power-  the  ability  to  combine^  tlie  maao&CB 
have  been  building  towers  to  overlook  ill  sis 
bmnches  of  iadustrv,  and  overawFe  eveiy  gMa- 
m&ikt  that  did  not  subscribe  to  thm  demaah  Ik 
manufifteturers  of  the  Utiited  States  «e  ytmi^ 
yet  innocent,  and  it  is  impertaat  to  kcef^mm 
Qive  them  the  same  power  aad  the  samiua^ 
tions,  and  they  will  probably  porsue  ^  sat 
coarse.    The  evil  may  be  easier  ptctmri  tbi 
corrected ;  keep  the  three  great  bnnchcs  sf  astka- 
al  industry  balanced^  each  will  be  a  ckeci  oa  tk 
other,  and  all  will  be  safe  aod  proaperssk 

But  there  is  a  tomch  of  manuiadarn^  iadsstij 
strictly  domestic,  which  your  large  ciaai'ifcmfnti 
are  calculated  to  injure  and  sahvcrt   /sms  diat 
which  iaearriedott  m  every  fannv^Amilf.  Most 
of  the  mmilies  of  our  farmets  make  thai  owa 
clothes  and  cloth  furniture.     Tbis  is  saltan  den^ 
in  the  vicinities  of  large  factorka.    the  eatke* 
meats  are  so  strong  to  congregate  dsere,  that  tfai 
familv  is  deserted,  and  domestic  iadokiY  a^ai* 
doned.    The  Sp^iker's  ro^  biucom  coHstiy  ^ 
whom  he  so  ieelingly  described,  going  to  enoEf 
with  her  roll  of  linen  under  her  ana,  (al^o^^ 
seemed  to  think  more  of  the  fosA  tkaa  halscB,) 
is  transferred  from  her  father's  noasa  totheadan) 
in  which  school  she  would  prob^y^  soon  Ian  ^ 
dispose  both  of  her  bloom  and  h«  viina.  A^. 
thojogh  I  am  friendly  to  a  due  eacfMuaaascot  d 
meaufibotures.  1  caanot  hcaiiale  to   beSere  tb 
these  establisaments  have  a  sensible  ^feet  to  ie 
pair  the  species  of  industry  of  whieh  I  Ittve  ka 
speaking.    I  intanded  to  have  gtvea  other  vis^ 
of  the  suliject,  but  time  is  precioua,  aad  dificass 
thicken  ast  we  proceed^    We  seem  to  be  tiavesfl^ 
a  vast  and  pesulential  desert.     No  ^eatk  brew 
refreshing  shade,  or  cooling  sti:eaa^  to  cheer,  av 
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sQD^  moon,  or  t te ,  to  giMe  us  on  ow  way.  B«l 
aU  18  dark  drewry,  and  diama^  «« the  vaUev  of  the 
shadow  of  death.  I  hope  and  trast  we  Bhall  pause 
baifere  "vm  hazard  an  experimeat  00  fraught  with 
diffiealtke  and  dangers. 

When  Mr.  H.  had  concluded^  the  Ck)mnuttee 
ro8e..and  reported  the  bill  to  the  Uouse. 

Mn  UjuaHH  moved:  to  postpone  the  bill  indfefi* 
nilely^  and.  the  House  adjoarned* 


Frihat,  April  28. 

Mti  NfiWTov^  from  the  Comoiitleei^Conuaeroe^ 
tD>  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  ^An  act  granting  eertain  pciTil^^.to  the 
Oeean  Steaaiiship  Company  of  New  Yosh,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment^  andc,it  wae 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  tine  to^fnorrow* 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infonned  th«  House 
that  the  Soutte  have  passed  bilk  of  this  House  of 
the  following  titles,  to  wit :  ^^An  act  kx  the  bear 
efift  of  Christopher  Milkr ;"  and  "An  act  con^enk- 
inff  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia^  and  for 
other  purposes  ^''  with  an  aawndment  to  eachi-ro-in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  AnoBBBy  of  Mar ykad,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing ameadnmit  to  the  rules.of  the  House,  which 
lies  on  the  tahlo  oae  day  of  courae : 

'*  B^wry  diseostion  00  any  bill,  motion,  or  vesolo» 
tioR,  shall  tarminste  in  five  days  after  it  shall  hava  coa»« 
menced. 

**  No  manlier  shall  spsak  upon  any  qaestton  ioofsr 
than  an  hear  at  one  time." 

Mr.  BuTLBB,  of  New  Hampshire^  submitted  the 
following  resolution  for  cansideration : 

Rtaohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Maaufaotnres  be 
instTected  to  prepare  asd  report  a  bill  lay  lag  a  duty  of 

"  cents  on  all  spirituoas  Uqnofs  distilled  from  grain 
and  other  domsslic  materials. 

The  question  being  taken  whether  the  House 
would  now  consider  the  resolution,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negathre— ayes  56,  noes  66. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  lelief  of  Qrceme  Keith 
Spence,  late  a  purser  in  the  Nary,  (allowing  him 
certain  discount,  paid  by  him  during  the  late  war, 
in  passine  off  Treasury  notes  received  from  Gk>v- 
emment,)  wae  read  the  third  time ;  and,  afier  some 
debate  on  the  merits  of  the  bill,  in  which  Mr. 
McCoT  opposed  and  Mr.  Litbrmore  advocated 
its  passage,  the  bill  was  passed — ayes  67,  noes  55 
— ^and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

REVISION  or  THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  to  regvJatie  the 
duties  on  imports,  and  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Ms.  HaaiMjii's  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  indef" 
initdy  being  under  Qcensideralion*^ 

Mr«  H.  rose  and  delivered,  in>ar  speech  of  nearly 
two  hours  in  lengthy  his  senfeimente  in  opposition 
to  the  bill. 

Mr.  MoLarb,  of  Delaware,  addressed  th?  Chair 
aafoUom: 

Mr  Speaker:  I  am  too  sensible  of  the  valae  of 
tone)  9Lt  this  protracted  period  of  the  sesaion,  to 
tarit  tiie  patience  of  the  House  longet  than  may 


be  absolutely  necessary  to  suhmit  the  viewa  I 
entertain  of  this  subject  When  efforts  so  zeaU 
ous,  urged  as  they  are  both  by  the  force  of  indbi 
vidual  character  and  best  talents  of  the  House,  ace. 
made  to  defeat  the  principal  object  of  this  hi]\  I 
owe  it  to  that  quarter  of  tne  country  which  I  rear 
resent,  and  which  is  deefUy  interested  in  the  rewSi 
of  this  question,  to  contribute  my  aid  in  behalf  o£ 
a.  measure  which  I  belieTe  is  calculated. to  mitH. 
gate  the  national  distress,  and  promote  the  nationali 
prosperity. 

Besides  the  general  principles  which  are  iIv^ 
volved  in  this  subject,  there  are  other  considera". 
tions,  to  which  I  will  beg  leave  first  to  reier,  why| 
this  motion  should  not  prevail. 

1  aiEt  free  to  say  that  I  do  not  entirely  approve, 
of  the  bill  in  its  present  form.  It  emoraces  too 
many  subjects,  and  presents  a  combination,  of 
otgects  wmch,  I  fear,  will  counteract, .  in  the  cxr« 
tent  of  its  range,  some- of  the  benefits  desiffned  ta 
be  afibrded  to  that  portion  of  the  nationuJabos. 
which  most  imperiously  requires  to.  be  cherished^ 
But.  though  it  may  be  m  some  measure  true,  that 
the  Dill  proposes  moie  than  the  state  of  the  coui^n 
try  absohitely  requires  the  present  motion,  doea 
not  propose  enough.  If  the  bill  is  too  large,  a^i^i 
calls  upon  us  to  do  too  much,  it  is  no  reason  wh« 
we  ahocdd  do  nothing.  It  is  our  duty  to  moduyj 
it}  and  adapt  it  to  the  wants  and  condition  of  the 
country. 

Axkd,  though  it  be  true,  as  has  been  uraed,  that 
we  are  now  near  the  close  of  a  protracted  sessioarf 
we  should  remember  that  it  has  been  chaxacteriza^ 
by  few  of  those  meawres  to  which  the  anxioua 
eyes  of  the  nation  have  been  constantly  directe4f 
and  that  the  subject  now  before  us  is  one  nei&er 
of  the  first  impression,  nor  hastily  got  up.  It  haa, 
been  before  tne  people  and  the  councils  of  the 
country  for  many  years,  and  forced  upon  the  rer 
flection  of  the  least  considerate,  b]^  the  j^essure  of 
the  private  and  public  distress  which  this  bill  mer: 
poses  to  rdieve.  The  subject  underwent  a  uul 
mvestigation  when  the  existing  tariff  was  e&tah? 
lished  j  and  the  great  error  at  that  time  wiis,  tiiat 
there  was  not  afiorded  a  degree  of  protection  com- 
mensurate with  the  evils.  The  inadequacy  of  the. 
existiag  tariff  has  been  fully  tested  by  past  ezp^ 
rienee,  and  throughout  the  present  session  our 
powers  have  been  invoJicd  to  supply  its  defects. 
We  have  already  expended  a  week  m  investiga- 
ting the  details  of  this  bill,  which  will  be  worse 
than  loss  of  time  if  we  separate  without  coming  to 
a  decision.  If  the  protectinff  arm  of  the  Govern- 
ment b  to  be  extended  to  the  national  labor,  the 
policy  should  be  announced  without  delays  other-? 
vnse  it  may  prove  ineffectual  for.  the  object  Con-* 
siderable  capital  is  already  embarked  in  manuiac': 
taring  establishments,  and  if  it  be  our  intenesit.to 
preserve  it  there,  and  to  cherish  its  employment, 
It  is  indispensably  necessarv  that  we  should  in^^a 
the  capitalists  with  confidence  in  our  policy,  to 
mevent  them  from  withdrawing  it,  or  to  save  it 
from  actual  loss.  If  we  fail  to  do  so  now,  the 
reaaedy  may  be  administered  when  the  disease  baa 
sunk,  below  its  efficacy.  A  determination  to  foster 
this  particular  employment  of  the  national  capital) 
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may  prove  effectual  now,  eren  with  an  inadequate  I 
tariff,  when,  without  such  a  determinatiou,  it  may  I 
be  impossible  hereafter  to  repair  the  ruins  whicn  j 
might  have  been  prevented  by  seasonable  aid. 

I  am  willing  to  unite  with  gentlemen  in  paring 
4lown  this  bill  to  reasonable  limits,  provided  it 
«hall  be  allowed  to  give  abundant  encouragement 
to  the  principal  articles  of  public  necessity,  and 
afford  ample  relief  to  the  exigencies  of  the  national 
labor ;  but  I  will  take  it  as  it  is,  rather  than  get 
nothing.  It  is  our  duty  to  relieve  the  distress 
which  pervades  the  country,  and  there  is  much 
greater  danger,  in  m^  opinion,  that  we  shall  do 
less,  than  more,  than  is  necessary. 

I  b^  leave,  also,  to  divest  this  subject  of  the 
paTticular  character  with  which  it  has  been  in- 
geniously attempted  to  stamp  it.  To  associate  it 
with  sectional  interests  and  particular  classes,  is 
treating  it  unfairly,  and  resembles  much  more  the 
indulgence  of  narrow  prejudices  than  the  pursuit 
of  a  liberal  policy  for  national  purposes.  It  is  cal- 
culated more  to  increase  a  common  evil  than  to 
promote  a  ^neral  good,  or  to  conduct  us  to  an 
enlightened  decision.  The  object  is  purely  na- 
tional, embracing  the  best  interests  of  all  parts  of 
the  community.  It  is  to  promote  a  common  end. 
for  a  common  benefit;  to  cherish  the  national 
labor  and  capital  wherever  they  may  be  found, 
and  to  conduct  them  to  profitable  and  nationable 
results.  If  the  encouragement  of  that  portion  of 
our  labor  which  can  be  employed  in  the  manu- 
fiftctures  of  the  country,  will  not  do  this,  it  ought 
not  to  be  afforded.  I  claim  for  them  no  particular 
aid  beyond  what  may  contribute  to  the  good  of 
the  whole  mass  of  our  national  industry. 

But  the  tariff  has  been  assailed  also  with  great 
confidence,  and  partictdarly  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  who  spoke  a  few  days  ago, 
with  so  much  abiuty,  (Mr.  Barbour,)  because oi  its 
revenue  character.  It  is  said  it  increases  the  rate 
of  duty  on  foreign  merchandise  generally,  includ- 
ing articles  of  necessity,  because  of  the  high  pro- 
hibitory duties  upon  tnose  which  are  designed  to 
be  more  particularly  encouraged,  and  that  it  will 
finally  lead  to  a  system  of  internal  taxation  or  ex- 
I  confess  I  have  not  much  reliance  upon  this 


cise. 


bill  for  purposes  of  revenue.  I  do  not  advocate  it 
upon  this  ground.  I  value  i  t  only  for  the  protection 
it  would  afford  to  the  labor  of  the  country ;  and  I 
repeat  my  wish  that  it  had  been  confined  to  this 
object,  leaving  the  subject  of  revenue  to  its  appro- 
priate jurisdiction.  I  am  willing  to  look  to  a  sys- 
tem of  impost  as  the  chief  source  of  revenue, 
while  it  is  adequate  to  the  purpose ;  but  gentlemen 
must  know  that  this  cannot  be  the  case  for  any  great 
length  of  time.  However  anxious  we  may  be  to 
avert  it,  the  day  will  soon  come  when  this  nation 
wiU  be  compelled  to  rely  upon  its  internal  re- 
sources for  its  fiscal  exigencies,  and  it,  therefore, 
becomes  our  duty,  by  a  prudent  foresight,  to 
strengthen  those  internal  resources,  that  we  may 
be  prepared  for  it  when  it  shall  come.  How  can 
We  expect  to  rely  upon  a  system,  whose  means 
are  diminishing  in  the  same  proportion  that  our 
demands  upon  it  are  augmenting  ?  The  first  fruits 
of  the  impost  system  were  pour«i  into  our  Treaa- 


ary  by  a  commerce  the  most  extensive  a»d  pros- 
perous, and  our  wants  were  those  of  a  yooog  na- 
tion, with  a  thin  population,  and  cheap  and  limited 
institutions.    But  the  growth  of  tke  nation  iias 
been  rapid  beyond  example ;  oar  territory  has  been 
much  more  than  doubled,  and  our  institutions 
have  become  extended  in  proportion  to  the  limits 
of  our  territory  and  population.     We  have  raised 
armies,  erected  fortifications,  an4  planted  works 
of  defence  around  our  whole  frontier.    We  imve 
built  and  equipped  fleets  which  are  indispensable 
guards  of  the  rights,  and  indissolubly  associated 
with  the  pride  and  glory  of  the  nation.    In  short, 
we  have  taken  a  high  rank  among  the  nations  of 
the  earth,  and  our  expenses  are  necessarily  more 
than  quadrupled,  and,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
must  continue  to  increase.    But,  in  aiJ  this  time, 
while  our  national  progress  has  been  opon  this 
gigantic  scale,  our  foreign  commerce  has  borne  no 
proportiomable  augmentation ;  od  tke  contrary,  it 
has  been  rather  wasting  away,  until  that  which 
could  formerly  overflow  your  Treasury,  cannot  be 
swoln  to  half  its  demanas.    The  tari£^  however, 
so  far  from  abandoning  the  imposts,  proposes  to 
extract  from  it  larger  means ;  but  it  does  not  do 
this  altogether  on  account  of  the  encouragement 
afforded  to  manufactures,  but  in  pursuance  of  the 
express  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  who.  with  the  enlightened  independence 
which  so  highly  distinguishes  his  public  conduct, 
has  candidly  exposed  the  extent  of  our  wants,  and 
the  inadequacy  of  the  supply.    I  request  permis- 
sion to  refer  to  his  report  at  the  present  session, 
as  conclusive  upon  this  subject.     The  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  after  particularly  exhibiting  the 
ordinary  estimates  of  such  a  report,  observes: 
"Under  all  the  circumstances,  it  is  respectfully 
<  submitted  that  the  public  interest  requires  that 
*  the  revenue  be  augmented,  or  that  the  expendi- 
'  ture  be  diminished.    Should  an  increase  of  reve- 
^  nue  be  deemed  expedient,  a  portion  of  the  dedeit 
'  may  be  supplied  by  an  addition  of  the  duties  now 
^  imposed  upon  various  articles  of  foreign  mer- 
'  chandise,  and  by  a  reasona\4e  duty  upon  sales 
'  at  auction ;  but  it  is  not  probable  that  any  modi- 
'  fication  of  the  existing  tariff  can  supersede  the 
'  necessity  of  resorting  to  internal  taxation,  if  the 
'  expenditure  is  not  diminished."    The  report  then 
proceeds  to  recommend  the  present  as  a  favorable 
moment  to  afford  eficient  protection  to  our  cotton, 
woollen,  and  iron  interests,  if  it  can  be  done  con- 
sistently with  the  general  interests  of  the  nation. 
Our  session  is  now  about  to  close^  and  we  have 
not  diminished  our  expenditure,  nor  do  I  believe 
it  would  be  practicable  or  advisable  to  do  so.    I 
would  be  unwilling  to  reduce  the  Army  or  the 
Navy,  and  I  know  of  no  object  of  retrenchment 
which  would  not  weaken  our  strength  at  home, 
and  our  respectability  abroad.    A  resort  to  other 
means  of  supply  is,  therefore,  unavoidable.    If  we 
should  be  oUiged  to  draw  that  supply  from  our 
home  labor,  it  might  be  drawn  safely  and  effi- 
ciently, if  we  now,  by  a  wise  policy,  render  that 
labor  flourishing,  and  save  it  from  the  deadly  influ- 
ence of  foreign  competition.    The  tar^  does  not 
create  the  necessity  of  this  resoitt,  but  ia  amdUary 
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to  the  supply :  it  draws  as  much  as  possible  from 
the  impost,  that  it  may  be  compelled  to  extract 
less  from  internal  means,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
it  wisely  augments  the  internal  means,  by  invig- 
orating the  arm  of  our  own  industry,  and  keep- 
ing; at  home  that  large  amount  of  national  wealth 
which  is  now  perpetually  going  out  of  the  country, 
to  enrich  the  foreign,  and  impoverish  our  own 
labor.  Who  does  not  see  that  any  measure  which 
tends  to  augment  the  stock  of  the  national  wealth, 
must,  at  the  same  time,  increase  the  individual 
resources,  and  swell  the  national  supply  ? 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Barbour)  has  particularly  deprecated  a  system  of 
internal  taxation  or  excise,  and  principally  because 
of  the  expensiveness  of  its  collection.  I  have  no 
such  hostility.  I  believe  the  people  have  less  to 
apprehend  from  a  system  of  direct,  than  one  of  in- 
direct taxation.  In  the  former  tney  see  and  feel 
the  weight  of  their  burden ;  in  the  latter  it  may  be 
multiplied  to  an  alarming  degree,  before  its  enor- 
mity can  be  detected.  A  moderate  system  of  in- 
ternal taxes  is  the  safest  and  most  certain  source 
of  supi^y,  and  in  its  nature  will  always  be  less  op- 
pressive than  any  other.  Nor  is  it  by  any  means 
clear  that  it  is  more  expensive  than  the  impost. 
The  revenue,  in  both  cases,  is  paid  by  the  consu- 
mer, who  also  pays  the  expenses  of  the  system.  In 
the  case  of  the  impost,  he  pays  the  merchant's  pro- 
fits in  addition  to' the  duty;  and  are  not  these 
equivalent  to  the  expenses  of  a  system  of  internal 
taxes?  But,  sir,  unfortunately  for  the  consumer, 
under  the  impost  system,  he  pays  nearly  a  moiety 
of  his  price  tor  the  benefit  ot  tne  foreign  laborer, 
and  thus  subtracts  from  the  fund  of  public  wealth, 
that  which  should  be  kept  in  circulation  at  home. 
I  cannot  entertain  a  doubt  that  it  would  be  the  in- 
terest of  this  nation  to  foster  its  manufacturing 
labor  and  capital,  even  at  the  risk  of  a  temporary 
diminution  in  its  revenue.  The  labor  which  would 
thus  receive  encouragement  would  soon  attain  the 
capacity  to  bear  an  equivalent  proportion  of  the 
national  burdens,  and,  by  increasing  all  the  streams 
of  supply,  ultimately  enrich  the  public  treasury. 
If  it  be  necessary  now  for  the  Government  to  stretch 
forth  its  arm  to  shield  this  infant  branch  of  the 
national  labor  from  foreign  rivalship,  the  day  is 
not  distant  when,  in  its  turn,  it  will  give  vigor  and 
strength  to  the  national  sinews. 

Having  said  thus  much,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  regard 
to  the  objections  against  the  tariff  as  a  whole,  I 
will  proceed  now  to  consider  the  general  princi- 
ples upon  which,  I  think,  its  great  objects  may  be 
maintained  and  recommended  to  our  adoption. 

I  was  fully  aware  of  the  principles  of  the  writers 
upon  political  economy,  wnich  nave  been  so  ear- 
nestlv  and  ably  relied  upon  by  the  opponents  of  the 
tariff;  and  though  I  am  by  no  means  disjposed  to 
inrolve  in  a  common  censure  these  principles  and 
their  authors,  they  appear  to  me  to  be  unsafe  ^ides 
in^thrs  discussion,  where  they  are  not  sanctioned 
by  experience,  and  tested  by  the  practical  opera- 
tion of  national  policv.  Much  of  the  numerous 
treatises  upon  political  economy  consists  in  plausi- 
ble theories,  founded  upon  a  state  of  things  which, 
in  fiict,  have  no  existence,  and,  with  r^gwd  to  die 


most  of  these  theories,  the  greatest  difference  of 
opinion  prevails  among  the  authors  themselves. 
Among  tnese  numerous  theorists  each  is  the  stout 
advocate  of  his  own  system,  and  the  world  has  not 
yet  finally  decided  between  them.  One  contends 
that  agricultural  labor  is  the  only  profitable  source 
of  wealth,  and  that  manufacturing  capital  is  un- 
productive ;  this  is  denied  by  another,  who  advo- 
cates some  other  favorite  branch  of  industry.  A 
third  is  the  advocate  of  commercial  capital ;  ano* 
ther  prefers  the  home  trade  j  and  the  fiftn  contends 
for  the  superiority  of  a  foreign  commerce ;  so  that 
scarcely  any  two  of  them  agree,  when  they  come 
to  carry  their  respective  systems  throus^hoot  the 
details,  and  are  yet  litigating  many  of  the  princi- 
ples wnich  have  been  so  confidently  relied  upon  in 
this  debate.  Sir,  it  is  the  course  of  true  wisdom 
in  us  to  leave  them  to  their  employment,  and  adopt 
those  principles  only  which  we  find  in  practical 
and  successful  use.  With  these  as  our  aata,  we 
must  adapt  our  measures  to  our  own  wants,  and 
the  actual  condition  of  the  world. 

Now,  sir,  whatever  contrariety  of  opinion  may 
prevail,  in  regard  to  the  mass  of  the  theories  upon 
this  subject,  there  is  a  common  foundation  for 
them  all ;  and  that  is,  that  the  source  of  individual 
and  national  wealth  is  labor,  and  that  the  degree 
of  the  former  will  be  in  proportion  to  the  activity 
of  the  latter.  We  may  also  disagree  as  to  the  par- 
ticular mode  of  employment  in  which  this  labor 
will  be  most  productive,  but  all  will  agree  that  it 
must  be  employed  in  some  way.  It  must  be  made 
active;  and,  if  necessary,  must  be  stimulated  to 
activity.  The  evils  of  an  unemployed,  inactive 
labor,  are  alwavs  in  proportion  to  its  capacity,  and 
all  the  rices  wnich  tbllow  in  the  train  of  an  idle 
population  will  soon  chastise  a  nation  whose 
councils  are  inattentive  to  the  employment  of  its 
labor.  I  am  not  the  advocate  of  any  particular 
branch  of  labor.  I  believe  it  is  best,  in  general, 
that  it  should  be  diversified.  I  can  have  no  idea 
of  a  nation  purely  agricultural,  commercial,  or  man^ 
ufacturing.  Their  interests  are  mutual,  and  the 
advantage  of  each  is  always  promoted  by  encon- 
raffing,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  prosperity  of  the 
others.  I  am  free  to  say,  however,  that,  in  the 
United  States,  the  preference  should  be  given  to 
the  agriculture  of  the  country.  This  should  be 
the  basis  of  our  strength,  the  great  fountain  of  our 
resources,  and  in  the  nature  of  things  it  always 
must  be  so.  There  is.  therefore,  no  design  to 
change  the  agricultural  character  of  the  nation 
into  a  manufacturing  one,  as  has  been  so  seriously 
deprecated  in  this  debate.  Such  fears  are  alto- 
gether imaginary.  At  least  nine-tenths  of  the 
power  and  influence  of  this  countrv  are  agricultti- 
ral,  and  it  is  utterly  impossible  tnat  a  course  of 
policy  can  be  pursued,  for  any  length  of  time, 
whicn  shall,  in  any-  degree,  subvert  mat  interest. 
The  agriculturist  understands  his  interests,  and 
will  not  be  slow  in  resisting  any  serious  encroach- 
ment upon  them.  In  a  popular  government  like 
ours,  his  resistance  will  always  be  prompt  and 
effectual.  Even  in  England,  extended  as  are  her 
manufactures,  the  agricultural  interest  is  alwavs 
predominant;  and  there  is  no  instance,  in  all  tne 
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straggles  with  resard  to  the  grain  laws,  and  other 
measures  in  whi<^  these  two  great  interests  have 
been  opposed,  that  the  agriculturists  have  not  pr»- 
vaiied. 

It  is  dearlf  among  the  first  duties  of  a  nation  to 
make  the  lalxir  of  its  citizens  active,  and  direct  it 
to  the  most  profitable  results.  Not  by  undue  means 
to  stimulate  any  particular  branch  of  labor,  to  the 
niin  and  injury  of  any  other ;  but  to  stimulate  the 
aggregate  of  its  own  against  the  agmnte  of 
foreign  labor,  and  to  protect  any  particular  oranch 
of  its  own  Labor  agamst  the  nvalship  of  foreign 
policy.  If  a  nation  expects  to  become  wealtny 
and  powerful,  it  must  exert  itself  to  supply  its 
wants  by  its  own  labor,  rather  than  depend  upon 
ibreign  labor  for  articles  of  the  first  necessity. 

The  principle  is  not  only  sound  in  theory,  but 
is  that  which  is  in  practical  operation  in  every 
nation  which  understands  its  own  interest.  They 
sell  all,  and  buy  nothing  with  which  their  own 
labor  can  supply  them.  Let  us  look  to  the  exam- 
ple of  England.  She  is  agricultural,  commercial, 
and  manufacturing.  The  state  of  her  agriculture 
ia  equal  to  that  of  any  part  of  the  globe ;  ner  man-r 
ttfiicturiof  interests  more  extensive  than  in  any 
other.  Her  policy  uniformly  has  been  to  cherisL 
her  manufacturing  labor,  as  auxiliary  to  her  nar 
tionai  wealth,  and  to  resist  all  foreign  competition. 
It  is  manifested  in  the  earliest  dawninas  of  her 
history.  She  began  with  encouraging  the  manu* 
iaeture  of  the  coarse  articles  which  constituted 
her  prime  wants,  and  afterwards  followed  up  her 
policy  with  an  uaceasinff  assiduitv,  until  she  not 
only  shielded  her  own  labor  from  tne  competition 
of.  other  nations,  but  in  a  great  measure  crippled 
their  labor  at  home,  and  be^me  the  source  or  sim- 
dbf  for  aU  the  worid.  Have  we  not  seen  the 
enects  of  this  policy  diffusing  themselves  through- 
out every  branch  of  her  industry^  and  over  every 
part  of  her  empire,  until  by  this  means  there  has 
Wn  reared  up  a  mass  of  wealth  and  power  almost 
irresistible?  It  is  true,  we  have  been  referred  to 
Bogland  for  an  example  of  the  evils  of  what  haa 
been  termed  the  manufacturing  system  and  her 
national  debt ;  her  insurrectional  temper  and  mass 
of  pauperism,  have  been  ingeniously  urged  in 
the  dewite.  fiut  these  are  not  the  enects  of  her 
manufacturing  system.  They  are  the  result  of 
the  expensive  wars  in  which  she  has  been  perpetu>- 
ally  involved,  and  the  insupportable  weight  ot  tax- 
ation consequent  upon  them;  of  a  policy  which 
has  kept  her  continually  embroiled,  by  intermed- 
dling m  the  disputes  of  others,  when  she  had  none 
of  hor  own  on  hand ;  a  policy  to  which  she  would 
long  since  have  faUen  a  victim,  but  for  those 
abundant  streams  of  wealth  which  her  active  labor 
continually  poured  into  her  lap,  and  which  she  so 
lavishly  drained  in  the  cause  of  her  unhallowed 
ambition.  It  does  not  follow  that  we  are  to  imir 
tate  her  in  these  respects,  because,  like  her,  we 
aiord  protection  to  our  home  labor;  and  I  cannot 
bebeve  that  we  shall  be  likely  to  beget  treasonable 
insurrections  by  rewarding  tne  occupation  of  the 
citizen  with  ease  and  cheerfulness.  Insurrectiona 
are  the  fruits  of  an  idle,  discontented  population; 
they  may  be  produced  by  the  neglect,  but  not  by 


the  watchful  protection  of  the  GovcnuiMBt.  The 
same  policy  was  early  adopted,  and  baa  been  ever 
since  pursued,  by  France,  Hollaad,  Prussia.  Italy, 
and  many  other  Powers  of  Europe ;  and  all  who 
are  at  all  conversant  with  their  history  know  that 
sitnilar  efiSects  proved  the  wisdom  of  fflRfrding  nar- 
tional  encouragement  to  national  labor.  The 
famous  continental  system  of  Bona|iarte  shows 
that  he  early  discerned  this  real  source  of  nationil 
wodth  and  power.  When  meditating  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  britbh  empire,  he  knew  verf  well  ^e 
source  of  her  strength,  and  he  wisely  conceived 
the  policy  of  drying  it  iq[>.  Had  his  ambition  been 
tempered  with  some  portion  of  patience^  and  he 
had  consented  to  wait  a  few  years  for  the  gradnsl 
success  of  his  policy,  it  would  have  been  more  om- 
nipotent than  his  arms.  His  ezampliv  however, 
has  not  been  lost  upon  the  other  aatioas  of  fiaiepe; 
and  though  they  did  not  yield  to  his  seheaoics, 
Russia,  and  almost  every  other  nstum,  exaeptia^ 
Spain  and  Portugal,  have  voluntarily  adopted  iu 
Tne  principle  of  the  Russian  tariff  is  to  leceive 
nothing  from  abroad  that  she  posseews  skill  and 
labor  to  make  at  home.  Spain  and  Portupi  are 
the  victims  of  a  different  policy.  They  adopt  the 
principles  which  are  everywhere  written  and  no- 
where practised.  Spain  stands  a  solitary  boieea 
to  warn  us  of  her  fatal  example,  which  buried  tbe 
highest  spirit  and  best  capacity  in  the  miseries  of 
idleness  and  luxury,  and  drove  her  population  to 
seek  a  remedy  through  the  daageroua  paths  of  re- 
volt and  insurrection. 

If.  sir,  I  may  be  permitted  to  refer,  for  a  histori- 
cal lac^  to  the  book  from  Philadelphia,  as  it  has 
been  called,  in  which  the  zeal  and  aUuty  at  its 
author  have  imbodied  a  mass  of  the  most  osefol 
and  important  information,  the  case  of  Portagsl 
afibrds  the  most  striking  instance  of  the  efieots  of 
both  theories.    PortugfU  did  adopt  the  pc^cy  <^ 
encouraging  her  manufacturing,  as  auouliary  ta 
het  natbnsu  labor,  and  those  who  are  aoqaaioied 
with  her  early  history,  will  remember  the  success 
which  crowned  her  exertions;  but,  in  tbe  midst  of 
her  system,  she  was  persuaded  to  coosenttothe 
admission  of  British  merchandise,  as  the  price  of 
vending  her  port  wines  in  EogJaad.    Hes  own 
labor  immediately  fell  a  victim  to  foreigpi  compe- 
tition, and  her  situation  afterwards  is  the  best 
lesson  we  can  draw  upon  the  subject.    Th^efiforts 
of  EIngland  to  prostrate  tbe  labor  of  othct  coun- 
tries are  not  confined  to  Portugal— she  carries 
them  into  every  country,  and  she  practises  every 
expedient  calculated  to  subserve  her  puipose^    We 
know  that  her  agents  are  scattma  evenrwhete 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  tbat  taey  ore 
unwearied  in  their  exertions.    In  aU  their  BubUe 
speeches,  the  members  of  her  Parliame&t  oetray 
their  jealousy  of  our  maaufiusturinff  prosperity; 
and,  at  the  same  moment  that  her  hired  writecs 
and  journalists  *  are  em]^loyed  to  assail  pisMic  sen- 
timent here,  by  denouncmg  the  evils  and  immorsl 
tendency  of  manufaotunng   **^^°i*^^ffhinffit*j  (he 
Government  heaps  bounties  upon  them,  and  cher- 
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iilMB  Iheir  mmik  at  home^  wldKe  tbey:  an  send^ 
iiil^  tkeir  fdciG»  into  all  coanlKks:  as  amiliams 
to  theic  writers. 

I  do  not  sefer  to  the  pnetice  of  othca'  nations^ 
howcrer,  merely  for  proof  of  the  aoundneBs  of  the 
principle  of  affording  national  eneovragfOMiiit  to 
natiomd  l«l»r;  hot,  as  evincing  the  neeearity  of 
our  ado|ptittg  siouJbar  ra^nialions-  to  oaunteraet 
ilMt  pakcf^  If  the  prtneiple,  that  ^thin^ra^ottld 
be  left  to  rcigulato  themscivjBs^"  be  true,  it  is  so  only 
when  all  neflions  observe  it;  it  ceasee  to  be  prac* 
tiealilA  with  the  rest^  when  a«r  one  diartgarde  it. 
U  we  were  eslirBlT  insulated  mmi  the  rest  of  the 
world,,  and.  carriea  on  all  oar  transaetions  witiiin 
oiur  own  eooatry^  it  might  fas  urged  upoa  as  with 
eonsid^aiJble  pJausibiii^.  But  we  aie  a  part  of 
the -caomaunity  of  nations ;  throughout  which  our 
intereoorse  is  to  be  oondsQled,  and  all  our  ex*- 
cbaQg0s>mt9de,  and  we  are,  therabre,  sensible  to 
the  regoktaona  in  evcvy  part  of  it  If  the  same 
rule  were  universal  among  all  nations^  we  might 
calcttlate  upoa  aa  eqyoutl  partieipaluiQ  in  all  con»^ 
naon  advantages^  and  tl»i  our  enlerpriBe  would 
]MJwh  ita  own  reward.  But,  if  the  reguklioaB  of 
other  nations  interfere  witk  the  natural,  course  of 
thingSi  if  they  obstruct  the  ordini^  channels  of 
basiaess,.  and  seek  to  confimr  advanta^  on  their 
owa  labor  whieh  it  would  not  otherwise  possess^ 
we  must  either  adopt  countenraflhig  measures^  or 
become  the  victim  of  their  policy.  We  have  al«- 
ready  seen  the  extent  of  their  mgpuhitionfl^  pursued 
toOf  with  the  express  view  of  cranipiiig  the  nataral 
spr lOg  of  our  entespriseb  If  they  receive  the  pro*' 
dttcta  of  our  agricmtittey  it  is  not  to  reciprocate 
the  exchange,  buty  from  necessity,  to  supply  their 
own  wants  $  mar  are  they  driven  even  to  this  ex^ 
p^ient,  until  the  scarcity  among  themselves  makes 
It  indispensaUe,  while  the  prodiKtsof  all  our  other 
labor  are  subjected  to  a  perpetual  exdasioQ.  The 
effect  of  this  policy,  on.  the  part  of  foreign  natieiiB, 
ia  to  render  our  own  raw  products,  in  a  jgrreatmea«- 
sitre,  u^essy  and  to  confer  on  the  foneign  labor  a 
monopoly  in  our  own  market  These  are  unnatu- 
ral aavantages,  which  must  be  conntnacted  bv 
similar  encourstfements  to  the  home  industry.  If 
foreigners  stiraiuate  their  industry,  we  must  stimu* 
late  ours  also;  if  they  jpeeserve  a.  prefcrenoe  in 
their  market,  we  must  give  to  our  labor  a  prefca^ 
eBcein  ours*;  as  they  contract  tbeHrvrant  ofus^ 
we  must  contrajct  ours  of  them;  if  they  passns 
undue  means  to  labor  fcr  us,  we  must  taloe  care  to 
labor  for  oursdves;  a  contrary  policy  would  render 
us  dependent  Ufm  foreigner  lor  every  thing, 
sinc^  by  their  system  of  encoaragement,  they  can 
uadersell  ua  in  any  thing. 

The  system  is  not  a  new  one  in  the  United 
States.  We  have  always  deemed  it  om  duty  to 
piTOtect  the  home  labor  against  foreign  competi- 
tion. Our  duties  upon  tM  a^icultocal  produols 
of  foreign  countries  were  not  impoeed  £»  purposes 
of  revenoe^  but  for  the  protection  of  our  own  agri- 
cultural industry.  Ana  akhoooh  gendemen  may 
be  disposed  to  regard  these  regniatjens  lightly  now^ 
because  of  the  peculiar  condition  of  fbieigp  coon- 
tries  heretofore,  they  ar^  aeverthetess,  mdieatlve 
of  the  aense  we  entertain  of  our  true  policy ;  nor 


should  it  be  forgotten  th«t  Bast  India  cotton  is  «!« 
ready  imported  into  the  United  States  eheaper 
than  it  can  be  procured  from  the  Southern  States) 
and  that  the  da)r  xosy  not  be  distant,  when  the 
competition  in  tius  article  will  be  mucn  more  te* 
midabie. 

We  have  adopted  the  same  s^steak  for  the  pro* 
tection  of  the  comaoevcial  enterprise  of  the  coimtvf. 
The  hewry  fbrei^  toaQage^  the  bisi^rate  of  dtniea 
upon  meeehandiee  imported  in  foreip  vessda) 
bounties,  allowed  on  the  exportation  of  fish ;  ton* 
nage  and  drawback  granted  to  febing  vessels^  the 
eselnsion  of'  forei^  vessels  from  the  coasting 
trade,  and  the  entire  system  of  navigation  hiwe, 
are  evidently  designed  to  give  a  preference  to 
American  ships  and  enterprise,  over  those  of  for- 
eigners. I  do  not  refer  to  these  in  the  spirit^ 
complaint;  far  from  it ;  the  wisdom  of  the  policy 
is  apparent  in  its^  efiects.  Nor  do  I  refer  Co  them 
to  show  that,  beeanse  we  have  done  much  for 
commerce,  we  diould,  therefore^  do  something  for 
manufactures ;  but  I  refer  to  them,  as  demonstiaa* 
ittg  the  utility  of  die  doctrine,  of  leaving  things  to 
regulate  themselves ;  as  evincing  the  neeessitf  of 
national  pioteetien  for  national  labor,  ana  of 
oounteracttng  the  effect  of  foreign  competition 
upon  our  home  enterpidse,  in  whatever  channal  it 
mar  be  employied; 

But,  if  theencouiagement  we  have  already  given 
be  insufficient  for  the  purfjose ;  if  against  these  the 
foreign  policy  is  able  to  raise  its.  arm  and  pstralyse 
our  energies;  i£  in  short,  the  labor  of  the  eounitty 
is  now  i!hi  and  uneiDplc^ed,  and  an  extsnsior^ 
the  system  of  encouragement  be  necessary  to  mbo 
der  it  active,  shall- we  stop  short  of  the  object,  ot 
shaH  vre  not  rather  aiford  it  the  utmost  stimukas-9 
What,  then,  give  me  leave  to  a^,  sir,  is  the  present 
condition  of  this  country?  Do  we  requwswitf 
nesses  to  be  examined  here,  or  before  our  commit*- 
tees,  to  inform  us  of  the  waot  of  emplovment,  and 
the  scenes  of  indi;ridoal  distress  and  puDlieembew-^ 
rassmeot  which  everywhere  prevail,  or  are  we  to 
sit  down  and  calculate  in  figures  dieir  weight  and 
extent?  We  are  assembled  here  feom  all  quastem 
of  this  extensiTe  empire,  and  every  gentleman 
brings  with  him  a  knowledge  of  private  and  pub* 
lie  sufoing  beyond  example  I  The  hoaorabte 
Speaker,  in  the  eloquent  speech  he  delivered  a  few 
days  ago,des»ibed  to  us  me  condition  of  the  man* 
ufactnring  establishments  in  the  Bast,  where  aU 
admit  the  closest  economy  is  practised.  But  the 
BSast  is  not  singular  in  its  scenes  of  decayniff 
houses^  deserted  estabtishments,  and  individuai 
ruin ;  they  are  presented  wherever  manufoetaring 
capital  has  been  employed,  and  every  one  must  see 
the  ruin  which  has  faMen  upon  thousands  of  our 
citizens,  wiso  formerly  obtained  their  living  in  dds^ 
speeies  of  labor*  But,  sir,  I  do  not  confine  my 
observation  to  this  class  oalv;  i  invite  gentlemen 
to  look  at  the  condition  of  the  country  at  large,  of 
all  ckuBses  of  tobor,  in  every  part,  for  it  is  to  this 
stekeningmass  of  general  suffering  that  the  remedy 
is  to  be  administered.  Coasidtt  the  low  piice  of 
property,  as  wdl  real  estate  as  every  descriptioa  of 
our  producta;  look:  at  the  decaying  towns  and  vilr 
lages  which  are  every  where  presented;  at  the 
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thousands  of  the  laboring  classes  of  the  community 
defiriyed  of  employment ;  at  the  numeroiKi  bank* 
ruptcies,  which  seem  to  blacken  your  cities,  and 
fill  them  with  dismay,  and  almost  despair ;  at  the 
mass  of  enterprise,  and  skill,  and  science,  now  en- 
feebled and  borne  down  by  cares,  and  weeping  over 
a  state  of  deplorable  inactivity !  Consider  the  uni- 
veraal  stagnation  in  every  branch  of  industry,  agri- 
cultural, commercial,  and  manufacturing !  How 
is  the  face  of  this  great  country  changed  \  Where 
late  reigned  plenty,  and  was  heard  the  active  hum 
of  business,  now  meagre  scarcit3r  prevails,  and  idle- 
ness palsies  the  human  energies;  the  poor  are 
wretcned,  the  man  of  large  r«il  estate  lives  only 
by  the  most  rig[id  economy ! 

And  what,  sir,  is  the  cause  of  all  this?  The 
answer  is  not  difficult.  The  artificial  state  of 
things  which  succeeded  our  Revolutionary  strug- 

gle,  and  which,  with  the  stimulus  given  by  our 
ite  war,  has  hitherto  sustained  us.  has  suddenly 
changed ;  the  channels  of  our  wealth  are  dried  up ; 
our  labor  is  thrown  out  of  employment  by  foreign 
competition.  Give  me  leav^  sir,  to  trace  these 
causes  more  particularly. 

Before  the  establishment  of  our  independence, 
we  relied  for  our  supplies  principally  upon  the  labor 
of  England,  whose  policy  it  was  to  preserve  that 
state  of  dependence,  and  discourage  all  efibrts  in 
her  colonies  to  manufacture  for  themselves.  But 
the  successful  termination  of  that  memorable  con- 
flict defeated  her  policy,  and  gave  a  new  spring  to 
our  enterprise,  and  the  same  spirit  by  which  it 
was  achieved  dictated  a  resort  to  our  own  re- 
sources to  ffive  it  perpetuity.  The  subject  was 
almost  the  ust  that  occupied  our  national  deliber- 
ations ;  and  the  report  of  the  illustrious  man  who 
then  presided  over  the  Treasuiy,  Mr.  Hamilton, 
portrajred  with  a  prophetic  hand  the  true  course 
of  national  policy.  It  would  have  been  pursued 
long  ago,  but  for  those  desolating  wars  which  soon 
aifterwards  broke  out  in  Europe,  and  which  have 
continued  ever  since,  until  very  recently,  with 
•earcely  any  intermission,  and  cramped  both  the 
agricultural  and  commercial  enterprise  of  those 
nations.  Their  population  was  drawn  from  these 
employments  to  man  their  fleets  and  fill  the  ranks 
of  their  armies;  they  had  little  time  for  the  culti- 
vation of  the  peaceful  arts,  and  we  became  their 
growers  and  carriers.  In  such  a  state  of  things, 
le  pqmiation  of  the  country,  at  that  time,  found 
full  emplopnent  in  the  agricultural  and  commer- 
cial pursuits,  and  in  the  multiplicitv  of  handi- 
eiaft  and  other  employments,  to  whicn  a  flourish- 
ing state  of  those  two  great  branches  of  industry 
always  give  rise. 

The  tonand  abroad  exceeded  our  means  of  sup- 
ply; we  received  high  prices  for  all  our  produce; 
our  commerce  penetrated  all  parts  of  the  world ; 
every  man  found  constant  demand  for  his  labor ; 
and  the  capital  of  the  country  had  a  brisk  circula- 
tion ;  we  exchanged  all  our  products  for  the  fabrics 
of  foreign  countries,  under  great  advantages,  and 
increased  in  wealth  and  power  with  an  unexam- 
pled rapidity.  But  a  new  state  of  things  has  taken 
place.  Those  wars  have  terminated,  ami  the  world 
IS  at  peace.    The  population  which  filled  the  fleets 


and  armies  of  Europe  is  withdra'wiiy  and  u  aci 
turned  to  agricultund  and  comineretad  pome: 
We  no  longer  possess  the  exclusiFe  advaaie^  ^ 
these  respects;  they  neither  require  oar  Ji^  ncr 
our  agricultural  products.    Their  dema&iSY  gar 
surplus  produce  will  diminish  annually;  ^*iey 
are  rapidly  carrying  into  practical  operaticL  ~^ 
policy  of  creating  their  own  supply.     l¥e  ill  kirr. 
too,  that  the  India  trade  never  did,  and  aercr  rl 
require  any  part  of  our  products  ;   it  deals  ax^ 
pally  in  money,  and  operates  as  a  pmpenulaa 
of  our  specie.    If,  in  connexion  with  these  obb. 
we  consider  our  increasing  popnlatioa,  the  r» 
is,  that  our  wants  of  Europe  are  angmeatiBgar 
theirs  of  us  are  diminishing.     As  we  can  ezyr 
less,  we  must  rai»e  less ;  we   cannot  cmpby  Xm. 
same  quantity  of  labor,  and  all  those  mdustnoL 
people  who  are  occupied  in  feedi^  the  demsodr 
of  a  prosperous  state  of  agricoltOR  and  eonuaerrf 
are  cast  upon  society  without  the  ncnsof  sohszsi- 
ence.    The  result  is,  also,  that,  as  fora^  tsiicas 
will  not  take  our  surplus  produce  in  esdbaacc  Sor 
the  articles  for  which  we  rely  upon  thaa,«c  av 
go  in  debt  for  the  amount,  and  'without  tay  emc 
that  I  can  discover  of  making  paymenL  Thf  ki- 
ance  of  trade  against  us  last  year  was  nreaty-eb' 
millions  of  dollars ;  and  every  one  must  see  tkaiif 
the  wants  of  foreign  nations  are  annoaUf  ^b^ 
ishing,  this  balance  must  increase  with  tk  ass 

nortion.  What,  though  it  may  be  tntv  tas 
contended,  that  the  present  embanaasts 
may  be  occasioned  in  some  de^;ree  by  the  i«x^ 
nate  extension  of  the  bank  capital,  and  tkt  aprs- 
dent  speculations  of  individuals,  it  neitbff  mitB 
the  evUs  less,  nor  varies  the  remedy.  Utkda- 
tress  be  at  all  ascribable  to  this  sooree,  k  if  van 
because  of  the  capital  having  been  sodMy  ^^^ 
drawn  from  circulation,  than  becaose  it  ins  ere 
thrown  into  use.  No  doubt  much  of  the  iodiri^ 
embarrassment  which  now  prevails  wobM  han 
been  spared,  if  such  an  accomulatioa  cfbaok  eajh 
ital  had  not  been  made.  But  ii  cubot  be  dis- 
guised, that  this  capital  had  become  ck  fttmhrd 
of  the  business  ana  transactions  </  tie  coaatry. 
and,  if  it  had  been  permitted  to  eoDtiBQe,  the  labor 
of  the  country  would  in  time  Aave  TetoBM&  iu 
It  has  been,  however,  suddenh  taken  vp-^  &^ 
nation  of  business,  scarcity  ot  a  cuouating  lae 
dium,  sacrifice  of  property,  and  waul  cl  cm^k'!' 
ment  ensue.  The  necessity  for  the  intetpoBtia 
of  Congress  is  only  increased,  therefoie*,  sad.  v 
we  refuse  to  create  a  national  currency,  tk  ^ 
becomes  more  imperious  to  provide  aaotkr  mae- 
dy.  The  remedy  is,  to  foster  the  natioB^l  la^ 
try,  to  create  a  market  at  home  for  oar  m^ 
and  to  make  for  ourselves  what  we  shniii^^ 
obliged  otherwise  to  import  from  abroad. 

We  are  here  met  by  the  objection  that,  if  tbr 
necessity  exist,  labor  will  itself  take  the  direcb.^ 
without  our  interference. 

That  the  necessity  does  exist  no  one  can  deO) 
it  is  palpable:  it  has  existed  for  sonw  yean^ 
yet  the  labor  has  not  taken  the  dicectioa.  Ot^ 
contiary,  a  great  portion  of  the  capital  heieicsr 
embuked  in  almost  every  branch  of  indwtnr.  t 
now  idle;  the  distress  is  progressive,  and  the0a^ 
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ufactaring  labor  is  retrograding.  The  niemorials 
from  all  quarters  of  the  country  prove  this.  I  can 
speak  from  my  own  knowledge  of  that  part  of  the 
country  which  I  represent — the  manufacturing  in- 
terest, which  is  by  no  means  the  least  important. 
Of  the  state  of  manufactures  there  I  could  draw  a 
picture,  without  the  aid  of  imagination,  of  the 
most  gloomy  nature ;  suffice  it  to  say,  however, 
that  more  than  a  moiety  of  the  labor  formerly  em- 
ployed in  these  establishments,  is  now  without 
Dosmess ;  that  many  of  the  establishments  are  ac- 
tually i»ispended  and  that  others  will  soon  follow, 
without  the  encouragement  now  contemplated.  I 
shall  not  deny  that  this  state  of  things  may  beow- 
in^,  in  some  degree,  to  the  immense  quantities  of 
British  goods  with  which  this  country  has  been 
inondat^  by  the  foreign  merchant  ana  manufac- 
turer; but  tnis  only  augments  the  evil;  it  is  a 
striking  illustration  of  the  effects  of  foreign  compe- 
tition, in  the  continuance  of  which  the  British 
manufacturer,  as  well  as  his  GoTemment,  has  an 
immediate  interest.  The  honorable  eentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Babbodr)  is  mistalen,  how- 
ever, in  supi>osing  that  the  American  manufacturer 
calculates  his  profits  upon  his  war  capital,  though, 
if  he  did^  as  he  was  encouraged  by  his  Govern- 
ment to  mvest  it,  it  would  afford  no  reason  why  he 
should  now  be  abandoned  in  the  day  of  his  adver- 
sity. Such  establishments,  no  doubt,  feel  the 
pressure  more  than  others ;  but  none  are  free  from 
It,  and  even  those  which  have  been  sacrificed  at 
public  sale,  and  passed  into  the  hands  of  new  own- 
ers, at  reduced  prices,  are  unable  to  resist  foreign 
competition. 

The  truth  is,  sir,  that  labor  and  capital  will  not 
of  themselves  become  immediately  or  extensively 
employed  in  manufactures,  without  the  fostering 
aid  of  Grovemment,  especially  in  seasons  of  great 
distress.  They  are  not  so  immediately  productive 
in  these  occupations,  and  in  times  of  pressure  and 
embarrassment,  men  look,  and  are  obliged  to  look, 
more  to  an  immediate  profit  and  relief,  than  to  ul- 
timate and  permanent  advantage.  In  times  of 
extreme  need  our  daily  wants  must  be  satined ; 
we  dread  the  slow  progress  of  permanent  success. 
Besides  this,  the  changing  from  one  business  to 
another  is  always  an  affair  of  time,  and  has  to  en- 
counter the  force  of  old  habits,  and  many  other 
impediments  extremely  difficult  to  surmount.  We 
see  the  force  of  habit  constantly  exemplified  in  the 
stabbom  preference  which  is  given  to  foreign  fab- 
rics, which  we  have  long  been  aoeustomed  to  use, 
over  domestic  productions  of  an  equal  or  even  su- 
perior quality.  The  knowledge  of  such  a  preju- 
dice, too,  cannot  fail  to  deter  the  capitalist  from 
encountering  it.  The  first  impidse  or  such  neces- 
sity would  be  discerned  in  the  manufacturing  in 
families  for  their  home  consumption,  and  even 
this  is  slow.  But  manufacturing  establishments, 
which  are  to  afford  employment  to  the  labor  of  the 
country  upon  a  scale  commensurate  with  our  con- 
dition, require  both  capital  and  skill.  Property  of 
a  considerable  value  must  be  purchased,  improve- 
ments made,  and  costly  machinery  constructed, 
which  are  not  adapted  to  other  pursuits ;  and  in 
the  acquifiitioa  of  skill  capital  also,  as  well  as  time. 


must  be  consumed.  Agriculture  may  be  pursued 
without  much  capital,  and  there  are  few  who  do 
not  possess  sufficient  knowledge  to  cultivate  the 
land,  in  which  but  little  risk  is  required ;  but  a 
failure  in  the  manufacturing  enterprise  is  frequent^- 
ly  attended  with  entire  rum.  The  apprehension 
of  their  risks,  in  competition  with  the  foreigners, 
whose  skill  has  been  matured  by  a  century,  and 
whose  capital  has  grown  up  under  the  invigorat- 
ing hand  of  national  encourajgement  is,  of  itseli^ 
sufficient  to  forbid  the  experiment  It  is,  more* 
over,  the  result  of  the  experience  of  all  times  and 
ages  that  the  success  of  manufactures  has  depended 
upon  governmental  aid ;  they  have  never  fiour* 
isned  any  where  without  it.  And  if  encourage- 
ment has  been  found  necessary  in  other  nations, 
and  in  early  periods,  how  much  more  is  it  required 
in  this  country,  where,  in  addition  to  the  geneiitl 
considerations  and  intrinsic  difficulties  already 
referred  to,  we  have  to  contend  with  the  bounties 
and  premiums  of  other  nations,  conferred  with  the 
express  view  of  stifling  our  infant  enterprise,  and 
preserving  their  mature  ascendency.  Such  a  rivals- 
ship  is  too  unequal  to  be  encountered.  Without 
public  aid  the  contest  would  be  hopeless. 

The  ca§e  is  fairly  presented,  then,  sir,  in  which, 
from  various  causes,  our  home  productions  cannot 
stand  a  competition  with  those  of  foreign  nation^ 
in  our  market;  and  in  which  our  national  in- 
dustry is  incapable  of  being  stimulated  by  the 
rivalship  of  foreign  industry.  In  such  a  case,  the 
best  writers  upon  political  economy  pronounce 
the  interposition  of  the  Government  necessary.  In 
such  a  case  the  most  liberal  aid  cannot  possibly  do 
harm,  since  it  only  accelerates  a  state  of  things 
which  it  is  necessary  for  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try should  take  place.  Sir,  it  would  be  unwise  to 
await  the  slow  and  miserable  progress  of  our  un- 
assisted labor  in  such  a  conflict,  marked,  as  it 
would  bej  by  the  evils  of  individual  want  and  pub- 
lic imbecility.  Nor.  sir,  can  we  forget  our  obliga- 
tion to  those  who  nave  already  embarked  their 
fortunes  in  manufacturing  establishments,  in  the 
full  confidence  that  their  efforts  would  be  cherished 
and  sustained  by  the  national  protection. 

The  degree  in  which  the  encouragement  shall 
be  afforded  is,  then,  sir,  the  only  remaining  ques- 
tion. I  am  willing  that  this  should  be  measured 
by  the  capacity  of  our  labor,  and  the  obstacles  with 
which  it  has  to  contend.  But  it  should  be  suffi- 
cient to  i^oduce  a. successful  rivalship,  and  secure 
the  preference  in  the  home  market.  I  do  not  advp- 
cate  the  policy  of  prematurely  drawing  the  labor 
from  one  branch  ot  industry  to  another ;  by  extra- 
ordinary encouragement,  or  by  high  duties,  to  create 
a  capacity  which  is  to  be  useful  some  twenty  years 
hence.  But,  where  we  possess  the  capacity,  wnich, 
by  a  due  preference  in  our  own  market,  would 
supply  our  consumption  with  those  articles,  with 
the  raw  material  of  which  our  own  country 
abounds ;  there,  I  contend,  the  duty  becomes  imr 
perious  to  cherish  the  capacity,  and  stimulate  it  to 
the  highest  activity.  It  is  in  this  point  of  view, 
among  others,  that  the  policy  of  the  friends  of  the 
tariff  avoid  the  narrow  construction  now  put  ^xfofi, 
the  visionary  theories  of  political  economists  |  it  is 
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not  entirely  giring  a  new  direction  to  the  labor  of 
tiie  country,  or  creating  new  habits  or  employ- 
nents  at  a  great  expense  upon  other  classes.  It 
finds  the  capacity  existing;  it  looks  to  the  direc- 
tion which  men's  own  dispositions  and  the  course 
of  events  have  given  to  the  labor,  and  finding  it 
strnggg^Hnewith  a  foreign  competition,  it  steps  in  to 
its  aid,  cherishes  its  resources,  and  secures  them 
the  scope  of  the  home  market.  But  the  relief 
Aould  be  prompt  and  effectual.  If  the  first  tariff 
had  gone  to  the  extent  now  proposed,  many  of  the 
evils  of  which  we  now  complain  would  have  been 
avoided.  It  is  no  answer  to  say,  that  the  tariff  was 
then  deemed  st^cient ;  and  if  the  manufacturers 
then  believed  it  would  be^  it  only  proves  that  they 
desired  no  extravagant  aid.  One  thing,  however, 
»  oestain,  that  Congress  did  not  fix  the  duties  at 
as  high  a  rate  as  was  recommended  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  and  the  result  has  clearly 
proved  its  entire  inadequacy. 

Do  gentlemen  doubt  the  capacity  of  our  labor 
to  supply  our  hone  consumption  with  all  the  ar- 
ticles of  prime  necessity— ^the  great  object  of  every 
provident  government  ?  I  refer  them  to  the  pro- 
gress which  has  been  already  made,  under  all  dis- 
advantages, in  Che  manufacture  of  coarse  cottons 
•nd  woollens,  iron,  glass,  paper,  leather,  and  cord- 
age, in  ^ality,  they  are,  in  all  respects,  eqnal, 
«nd  in  many  instances  superior,  to  the  foreign  ar- 
ticle. Cramped  as  we  have  been,  we  have  manu- 
Aietiired  one^hird  of  our  cotton  crop,  and  with 
the  few  hands  which  the  owners  of  these  establish- 
ments have  been  able  to  employ,  they  have  sup- 
plied clothing  for  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  grad- 
ually introduced  their  fabrics  into  most  parts  of  the 
interior  of  the  country.  Of  each  of  these  branches 
of  n»nuihctures,  our  own  country  affords  the  raw 
materials  in  abundance,  and  for  the  raw  material 
of  iron,  glass,  leather,  and  cordage,  we  have  no 
demand  abroad.  The  raw  material  of  iron  and^ 
glass  is  entirely  worthless,  unless  used  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  fabrics  of  this  manufacture,  «nd 
lie  by  that  means  constituted  a  new  and  exhaust- 
less  source  of  wealth  to  the  nation.  If,  therefore, 
we  depend  upon  the  foreign  supply  for  these  articles, 
besides  leaving  our  lal^r  idle,  we  abandon  this 
aouBceof  wealth  at  home,  and  pay  a  premium  to 
a  foreign  nation,  for  converting  unprofitable  mate- 
riah  into  articles  of  great  profit  •and  advantage  to 
iheir  labor,  at  our  expense !  And  yet  it  hasbeen 
«a4d,  in  the  debate,  that  our  manufactures  contri- 
h«te  nothing  to  the  national  wealth!  Sir,  let  us 
oeosider  the  operation  of  manufacturing  labor  upon 
liie  Wealth  of  the  nation.  It  would  appear  to  my 
mand  to  be  a  proposition  too  clear  for  ailment, 
that' a  nation  who  labors  to  supply  its  oWn  wants, 
instead  of  hiring  foreigners  to  do  it,  as  certainly 
fMws  rich  by  the  operation,  as  does  an  individual 
who  pursues  the  same  process.  If,  instead  of  send- 
ing abroad  twenty  millions  of  dollars  annually,  to 
pay  the  British  manufacturer  for  his  fabrics,  we 
mould  make  them  at  home,  by  labor  which  would 
be  otherwise  unemployed,  then  if  we  should  not 
save  to  the  country  that  twenty  millions  of  dollars, 
tte«  can  be  no  confidence  in  mathematical  cer- 
ttmty.    I  invite  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  a 


few  calculations  as  to  the  ^fect  of  CBipiopi:r6 
home  labor  in  this  way. 

England  draws  the  raw  material  of  her  ttft- 
woollen,  and  leather  manafactores,   proKv^* 
from  otner  others,  and  yet  C<^qiifaoitn  ^ssa? 
her  clear  gain  per  annum,  upon  these  thnir 
des  alone,  deducting  the  cost  of  the  raw  xsjam 
at  fifty-three  million  ponads  sterling.     This  v  $ 
result  of  a  system  which  boys  the  raw  st m 
and  sells  the  manufactured  article ;  bot  c  :i  ] 
country,  whcte  we  should  work  up  our  ovi  m . 
material,  which  we  cannot  easily  dispose  r'  c  j 
any  other  way.  the  efieet  -would  be  stiii  a,* 
striking.    We  nave  already  made  soflkitBrn>' 
gress  in  this  country,  not  on  It  to  develop  &* 
capacity  of  our  labor,  but  to  iliusmte  ia  rosfr 
civeaess  to  individual  and  national  iRihft.  7h 
able  report  of  the  Committee  of  OpBZBercf  at 
Manumetares  of  1816,  states  that  ar  risf  ubk. 
100,000  persons  were  employed  inibee6ttODerti6- 
lishments  alone,  in  the  United  6tala,ttd  tiaxd 
these,  10,000  were  males  over  aei«tai  i«m, 
66,000  women  and  fVmale  children,  ad  VkSSS> 
boys  under  seventeen  years  of  age.  Tm  em- 
ployed a  capital  of  9^)000,060.    Ther  tisfd  c 
cotton,  27,000,000  pounds,  whi^,  at  tk'utj«i& 
amounted  to  98,000.000,  aad    they  pradocetci' 
yards,  81,000,000,  which,  at  thirty  cents,  vt^d' 
amount  to  9^0^000,  and  yi^  a  net  gaa  c 
the  country  of  sixteen  million  two  hundnd  (^ 
sand  dollars.    It  ought  to  be  remembered  tkt  of 
this  sum,  at  least  fifteen  millions  of  doBr  von 
into  the  pockets  of  these  100,000  poor  peDjAtoe 
ployed  in  the  establishments,  and  blessed  tkeovid 
competence  and    honest  independence'  i?  di& 
passed  into  general  ciroolation,  and  fifle^spt^ 
veins  throughout  the  body  of  the  natica  l(^t 
grive  me  leave  to  ask,  would  hare  bea  die  ccut- 
tion  of  these  100,000  people  had  they  aoi  ben  9^ 
employed  ?    It  is  too  plain  that  they  wooJd  Ibt* 
been  in  idleness  and  want — rather  tke  o^c$  <^^ 
public  charity  than  the  active  eoacnlaisr?  R>/e6- 
lie  wealth  ,•  while,  at  the  same  taar,  tfe  5zneen 
million  two  hundred  thousand  doihiv  aooU  ^^ 
passed  out  of  the  country,  and  gaoeiaa;  tie  pocket 
of  the  foreisn  laborer  and  oap^afat.   Let  as  ex- 
tend the  calculation  to  our  aenBl.ovpKitC)%n& 
contrast  it  with  the  effects  of  afon^gnsapvly. 

Our  exports  of  cotton,  in  one  year,  have  ben 
estimated  at  90^000^000  pounds,  which,  at  sim 
cents,  would  be  worth  913,400,€00;  our  hbcr  » 
capable  of  manufacturing  this  at  home;  bstif  «* 
^^cnre  our  supply  from  a  Ibrei^  eontrr.  vv 
should  take  270,000',000  yards,  which,  si  ^aoxt 
cents,  would  amount  to  9^3,000,000,  and  ve$!»^ 
pay  to  the  foreirn  laborer  929,600,000,  vtocL  in 
miffht  have  paid  to  our  own. 

The  same  report  of  the  Conmittee  of  C<c 
raeree  and  Manufactures  states  that,  in  tfce  t^. 
1816,  there  was  invested  in  the  establisbinefits : 
the  manufacture  of  wool,  including'  hoilding^  ^ 
machinery,  a  capital  or  912,000,000 ;  and  ♦•' 
mated  the  raw  material  consumed  nt  97,0frf*'/' 
and  the  increased  value  of  manuftcturic; ' 
912,000,000.  By  these  establishments,  then>^  * 
even  upon  this  contrected  scale,  we  made  at  fc:e 
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$19,000,000  ivortii  of  wocUea  goods,  wiiich,  if  we 
had  brought  from  Europe,  would  haTe  cost  the 
sum  of  $12,000,000,  the  valtte  of  manofaeturini;. 
Nor  was  the  profits  of  these  operations  eoufined  to 
the  manuiactoring  labor  immediately  employed : 
the  capital  which  erected  the  estahlishmoits  aad 
constructed  the  machinery  enriched  the  mechanic, 
and  that  which  purchased  the  raw  material  went 
into  the  Inmds  of  the  agriculturist,  which  is  an 
additional  illustration  of  the  universal  division  of 
these  beoefits  throughout  all  classes  of  the  com- 
munity' 

Nothing  can  be  plainer,  sir,  than  that,  by  this 
operation  of  laboring  at  home,  we  add  a  clear 
gain  to  the  national  stock ;  and  the  force  of  the 
argument  is  not  weakened  by  the  remark  which 
has  been  made,  that  it  puts  nothing  more  into  the 
pocket  of  the  cotton  grower  than  if  the  arttcies 
oad  been  procured  from  abroad.    It  takes  nothine 
from  him,  but,  while  it  ffxres  .greater  scope  and 
certainly  to  his  market,  it  rewards  the  labor  of 
other  parts  of  the  country  which  otherwise  would 
be  imporerished.    And  can  it  be  denied  thatevery 
additioB  to  the  general  stock  redounds  to  the  com- 
mon benefit  ?  Sir,  the  wealth  thus  aceumoklied  by 
the  indiriduals,  of  whose  immediaie  exertions  it  is 
the  rewavd,  does  not  lie  idle  in  their  hands ;  it  goes 
directly  into  the  general  circulation.    It  becomes 
the  interest  of  erery  class  to  render  the  earnings 
of  their  labor  imaediately  and  extensivelf  profita- 
ble; they  are  laid  out  in  procuring  an  increased 
sopply  01  articles  for  consumption ;  m  the  purchase 
and  tmproTement  of  land :  in  the  erection  of  build- 
ings, both  of  taste  and  utility  ^  in  pojecting  roads 
and  canals,  and  in  all  those  hberal  objects  of  pub- 
lic improvement  which  accompany  the  possession 
of  ease  and  riches.    These  asain  open  and  pro- 
mote new  sources  of  labor  and  expoaditure.    The 
agriculturist*  feels  the  impulse  in  the  increased 
T«hie  of  his  land  and  estate  j  and,  together  with 
the  merchant  and  all  others,  m  the  abondance  of 
capital  and  facility  of  intercourse,  the  laborer  and 
mechanic  find  full  employment  and  liberal  prices ; 
specie  abounds  m  all  parts  of  the  country,  and 
ease  and  plenty  crown  the  exertions  of  erery 
bsaneh  of  indBstrv.    This  state  of  thisffs  has  erer 
been  the  result  ol  a  fiourishing  state  of  manuikc- 
toring  labor  in  all  countries  and  times  in  which  it 
has  been 'Cherished.    I  can  assure  gendemen  that 
I  have  witnessed  the  practical  iMiutration  of  this 
system  upon  that  part  of  the  country  in  which  I 
reside,  when  the  stiuMikis  of  the  late  war  had 
griven  life  and  activity  to  its  industry,!  and  put  the 
establishments  upon  me  hanks  of  the  Branoywine 
in  full  operation.    And,  sir,  if  I  did  not  Heel  too 
keenly  wr  those  of  my  fellow^eitiztfns  who  hare 
felt  its  effects,  and  for  the  condition  of  a  country, 
for  many  reasons  dear  to  me,  I  oonid  delineate  the 
melandKily  reverse  which  now  enfeebles  the  hand 
of  labor  and  paralyzes  every  species  of  enterprise. 
Nor.  Mr.  Speaker,  is  the  policy  pw^xMed  by  the 
tariff  liable  to  the  obj[ection  which  has  been  ureed 
of  increasing  the  price  of  the  articles,  and  tlus 
operating  as  a  tax  upon  the  consumer  lor  the  en- 
couragement of  a  few  manufacturers.    The  mao- 
njjnctarers  do  not  ask  you  to  enable  than  to  sell 


higher,  but  to  sell  at  all ;  they  do  not  wish  you  to 
raise  the  price  of  their  articles,  but  to  enable  th«m 
to  sell  in  oui  own  markets,  now  monopolized  by 
foreign  bounty.  The  profits  of  the  manufacturer 
depend  no  less  upon  the  quantity  sold  than  ^e 
price  obtained  for  it ;  and  give  the  American  man- 
ufacturer his  own  market,  and  he  desires  no  in* 
crease  of  his  price.  Nor  could  he  calculate  upon 
such  an  increase,  when  the  ejffisct  of  the  poucy 
would  be  ultimately  to  reduce  the  price  in  a  con- 
siderable dej^ree.  The  price  of  any  article^  whe^ 
ther  of  foreign  or  domestic  product,  must,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  be  regulated  by  the  proportion  of 
the  supply  to  tne  demand.  If  tne  supply  be  abun- 
dant, the  price  will  be  low ;  and  if  high,  it  will  be 
scarce. 

The  fi»reigner  will  always  get  for  his  article  the 
highest  price  he  can.    Tne  home  manufacturer 
wul  do  no  more.  It  is  this  proportion  which  keeps 
down  the  price,  where  the  supply  is  a  foreign  one; 
and  why  will  it  not  produce  the  same  effKt  where 
it  is  domestic^    If  we  possess  the  capacity  to  aup* 
ply  the  demand,  as  I  have  shown  we  do,  the  tame 
principle  will  operate,  and  the  competition  at  home 
will  ^produce  the  same  effect  as  that  among  foreign- 
ers, but  it  will  produce  even  a  greater  one.    Our 
opponents  are  obliged  to  admit,  as  eqpeoiallyithe 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Biit^ 
BOUR.)  who  has  ingeniously  attempted  to  render  it 
sulieervient  to  his  argument,  that  our  use  of  im- 
proved machinery  places  us  upon  an  equality  with 
foreian  nations  on  the  score  of  labor,  and  tnat  in 
all  otner  respects  we  have  the  advantage.  If,  then, 
the  fmreign  monopoly  were  done  away,  we  coulu 
bring  the  article  into  the  market  cheaper,  because 
we  save  the  expense  of  distant  transportation. 
We  place  the  manufacturer  and  consumer  by  the 
side  of  each  other,  by  which  means  the  article  are 
Inrought  into  market  unattended  by  the  costs  of 
transportation,  fireight,  insurance,  and  the  profits 
of  the  mercdbaat  But  if  I  were  to  concede,  tor  the 
sake  of  aigumeat  merely,  that  the  nrioe  would  be 
higher  for  a  short  time,  it  would  be  out  temporary, 
and  the  increase  of  the  price  iramediatfiy  tempts 
ing  the  farther  employment  of  labor,  the  *<3>2)^ 
would  at  once  become  proportionably  greater.  ITnis 
temporary  enhancement  of  price  would  not  only 
be  compensated  by  an  ultimate  reduction,  but  by 
an  immediate  addition  to  the  national  wealthy  as 
I  have  already  shown.    These  are  the  considera- 
tions which  render  the  apprehensions  on  the  soqp? 
cKf  hiah  price  worthless  in  the  eye  of  the  statesmsm 
who  looks  to  the  lasting  and  snbstantial  interests 
of  his  country,  who  lays  the  fomidatton  of  hmt 
glory  and  independence  upon  a  firm  and  lasting 
basis,  and  compares  the  inconvenienoe  of  a  tem- 
porary, privation  with  the  stren^  and  dumhility 
of  her  luture  pro§pess.    I  am  willing  tovorbmit  to 
this  tempomry  enhancement  of  price,  if  it  is  to  be 
80,  and  I  am  willing  to  compel  my  eonstitttents  to 
do  so. 

But  it  is  said,  and  with  a  seriousness  which 
would  indicate  it  as  the  chief  source  of  apprehen- 
sion with  our  opponents,  that  this  emjiloyment  '^f 
our  labor  vrill  be  prejudicial  to  our  agriculture  and 
commerce  I    From  the  eonsideratioiis  I  hate  al* 
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rea^y  endeavored  to  present,  in  the  coarse  of  ar- 
gument I  have  adopted,  these  ohiections  would 
appear  to  me  to  be  groundless,  and  in  a  great  de- 
gree answered.  But  there  are  too  many  sound 
reflections  establishing  a  mutuality  of  interest  in 
-the  three  branches  of  mdustry,  to  be  slightly  pass- 
ed bv. 

I  nave  already  adverted  to  the  condition  of  our 
commercial  enterprise.  We  have  already  seen 
how  very  much  it  has  been  circumscribed,  and 
that,  witnout  the  recurrence  of  events  which  we 
cannot  reasonably  anticipate,  it  can  never  expand 
to  its  former  dimensions.  In  contracting  our  wants 
of  forei^  labor,  therefore,  in  the  extent  to  which 
I  have  limited  my  views,  and  in  cherishing,  of  our 
own  manufacture,  articles  of  the  first  necessity,  we 
do  not  abridge  the  commercial  enterprise— we  sim- 
ply employ  the  labor,  which  it  cannot  do,  without 
mjury  to  the  nation,  and  we  leave  it  an  ample 
range  for  all  its  means,  in  that  portion  of  the  for- 
eign trade  with  which  we  cannot  now,  and  per- 
haps never  can  dispense.  Sir,  this  abridgment  in 
the  commercial  trade  will  take  place  wiUiout  the 
tariflfl  We  cannot  long  endure  the  destructive 
balance  of  trade  we  have  already  seen  accumulat- 
ing. We  shall  be  driven  to  contract  our  wants 
by  lessening  our  consumption ;  our  inability  to  pay 
for  them  will  oblige  us  to  curtail  our  foreign  im- 
portations, whether  we  pass  this  tariff*  or  not. 

But  if  we  labor  at  home,  as  we  increase  our 
means  we  shall  increase  our  ability  to  use  those 
articles  of  luxury,  for  which  we  rely  upon  the  for- 
&ga  trade,  and  thus  continually  enlarge  the  sphere 
ot  commercial  capital,  and  give  a  new  spring  to 
its  activity. 

The  commercial  labor  and  capital  will  also  find 
additional  employment  in  an  enlarged  coasting 
trade,  to  which  an  improved  home  market  woula 
ffive  rise,  and  we  cannot  be  unmindful  that,  in  our 
future  profi^ress,  it  may  become  our  privilege  to  sell 
to  others  the  articles  which  we  are  now  compelled 
to  buy  from  them.  The  day  is  not  distant  when 
the  South  American  market  will  open  to  us  a  vent 
for  all  our  surplus,  in  which,  with  the  fostering  aid 
of  our  Government,  we  may  sustain  a  rivakhip 
with  every  other  nation.  In  such  an  event,  our 
commercial  activity  would  have  the  most  ample 
scope* 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  interest  of  the  agricultu- 
rist in  the  success  ol  the  manufacturing  labor,  ap- 
pears to  me  so  manifest  that  I  cannot  suppress  my 
surprise,  that  ingenuity  itself  has  been  able  to  frame 
an  objection  upon  this  part  of  the  subject.  The 
benefits  conferred  upon  the  a^icultural  interest 
have  served,  more  than  any  thing  else,  to  fix  my 
conviction  in  favor  of  this  tarifil 

I  have  already  adverted  to  the  present  depressed 
and  embarrassed  state  of  our  agriculture,  and  have 
endeavored  to  show  the  general  spirit  of  enei^ 
and  exertion  which  the  accumulation  of  wealm, 
by  the  employment  of  the  home  labor  must  pro- 
duce, and  the  manner  in  which  its  first  spring 
would  be  felt  by  the  agricultural  interest  As  the 
agricultural  lalx>r  is  at  the  end  of  the  foundation 
of  every  other,  it  is  the  first  to  share  in  their  pros- 
perity ',  the  success  of  manufactories  cannot  subdue 


it  from  the  labor  employed  in  agricaltore.  a:  i 
been  argued,  and  must,  therefore  only  impazt  s- 
vigor  to  its  energies.    The  national  encouv 
ment,  confined  to  the  objects  'w^hich  I  Jiare  -jt: 
fied,  would  do  no  more  than  employ  that  sr:;: 
of  labor  which  the  weakness  of  the  demand'*: was 
useless  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  the  usitc- 
tures  allud^  to  would  be  conducted  prine^'W 
new  labor,  or  labor  that  could  not  be  otiirry 
employed,  but  would  be  idle  and  unpfodacL-^ 
We  have  seen  that  labor  in  inanufactniiBg6ai> 
li^hments  consists,  for  the  most  part,  in  mMaJsj, 
and  women  and  cnildren,  and,  in  addicioD  c  ':^ 
remarks  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Yngss, 

iMr.  Barbour,)  demonstrating  the  woDder/bt- 
ect  of  machinery,  it  may  be  observed,  tiai  2! 
use  of  it  is  a  clear  addition  to  the  natiaoi/  hbc 
requiring  no  expense  to  support  it.  Tke  use  ofitt 
powerful  auxihary, breaks  up  all  Ae&aBdatkm: 
upon  which  the  old  objection  rests,  tiiai,  is  ner 
countries  and  a  thin  populatiocL,  man^ctBcs  an 
injurious.  The  employment  otwtns&ialt^ 
dren  open  to  the  farmer  neiv  sooroesoC  pn&L^ 
offering  new  occupations  to  his  family,  vA  txsL- 
tributing  to  their  subsistence.  I  do  not  admit  rk 
dangerous  influence  of  such  occupatiaa  aptc  :sr 
morab  of  the  children.  There  is  no  soaadcrr; 
which  authorizes  us  to  infer  that  constant  onpsf- 
ment.  rather  than  idleness  and  poTerty,  iajmcFft 
moral  character;  and  my  own  obscTTatira ^i?S' 
ly  contradicts  the  assertion.  I  do  not  bdkrF  Jof 
is  any  district  of  country  in  w^hich  there  is  Is  rice 
and  criminality,  than  in  the  mannfactntiii|f^ 
lishments  in  the  vicinity  of  my  residence,  akpr- 
ticularly  those  located  upon  the  Brandyn&  b. 
these  establishments  there  are  hnndieds  tf';o;f 
children  employed,  and  I  am  sure  that  ik  {d&oit 
attention  is  paid  to  their  moral  habits,  ssd&«y^ 
tem  of  schools  and  education  have  ieea  foos^ 
through  the  liberality  of  their  employers,  vixi 
yield  them  a  fund  of  instruction  whidi  ttet  ecuM 
never  hope  to  acquire  from  the  poreitf  6t  tbtv 
parents. 

But  even  if  a  few  hands  should  ke  tikm  torn 
the  a^icultural  pursuits,  no  injniy  ccM  resalt 
from  It.     We  already  raise  more  tin  we  can  send 
abroad,  and  the  effect  would  ooff  bt  to  im^rm 
the  soil,  and  raise  more  from  fewer  tens,  and  wiiik 
less  labor,  and  of  consequence  with  mats  profit; 
a  system  of  cultivation  which,  I  bmeve,  it  is  i^ 
interest  of  ererv  agriculturist  to  porsae.    We  cd- 
tivate  too  mucn  poor  land,  and  waste  our  labor 
upon  an  impoverished  soil. 

The  great  interest,  however,  which  thej^na^- 
turist  has  in  the  success  of  manofactures^s^ 
home  market  which  they  afford  for   his  sjkv 
products;  a  consideration  in  which   is  ib^^^ 
every  motive  which  is  calculated   to  invi^Qni* 
agricultural  labor,  and  secure  the  national  m^ 
pendence. 

The  home  market  is  both  of  greater  scope  &^ 
of  much  more  certainty  than  the  forei^rn  mark*' 
it  increases  with  the  growth  of  the  country,  :n 
enlarges  with  the  sphere  of  our  wants.  If  we  tf* 
our  supplies  from  our  own  manufacturing  b^ 
the  demand  for  the  raw  material  and  the  zgrict 
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toral  product,  would  preserve  the  proper  prqxur- 
tioD.  aad  insure  their  eonsumption  witnout  a  de- 
pendence upon  foreign  demand.  The  state  of  a 
foreign  market  dqpends  upon  the  Trants  and  policy 
of  foreign  interests^  never  favorable  to  ours,  and 
often  conflicting  with  them.  It  is  completely  at 
the  mercv  not  only  of  the  disputes  of  foreign  na- 
tions  witn  us,  but  also  of  their  particnlar  relations 
among  themselves,  which  we  cannot  either  avert 
or  control.  If  our  market  is  abroad,  the  arrival  of 
every  ship  will  produce  a  fluctuation,  and  either 
reduce  our  prices,  or  raise  them,  to  be  again  sud- 
denly depressed,  baffliiu^  the  most  prudent  calcu* 
lations  of  the  farmer,  if  it  is  at  home,  the  vary- 
ing course  of  foreign  policy  cannot  aflect  it ;  thincs 
flow  on  in  an  even  channel,  and  the  labors  of  the 
agriculturist  and  manafacturer  mutually  cheer 
each  other,  and  impart  new  vigor  to  the  home 
labor. 

I  do  not  attach  any  weight  to  the  argument 
which  nrges  the  inadequacy  of  the  home  market. 
If  the  branches  of  manufactures,  to  which  I  have 
piincipaUy  adverted,  weie  in  full  operation,  tlieir 
labor  would  rely  entirely  for  their  supply  upon  the 
agricultural  class,  instead  of  raising  for  them* 
selves,  as  they  are  now  eompelled  to  do  from  ne- 
cessity; and  they  would  certainly  consume  aad 
require  as  much  as  the  foreign  labor.  The  con- 
sideration applies  with  peculiar  foree  to  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  where  the  agricultural  labor,  from  the 
great  diversity  of  soil  tmd  climate,  find  the  best 
profit  in  the  production  of  articles  peculiarly 
adapted  to  the  manufacturing  demand.  The  de- 
mand of  the  agriculturist  for  the  products  of  the 
woollen,  cotton,  iron,  and  ^ass  manufacturer,  of 
the  maker  of  paper  and  ieauer,  of  the  hatters,  ful- 
lers, and  dyers,  and  the  numerous  otber  trades  con- 
nected witn  tfaiiese,  is  extensive  and  constant,  and 
it  is  impossible  to  suppose  that  all  these,  when  in 
full  operation,  will  not  furnish  a  complete  market 
for  the  agricultural  produce  which  will,  of  neces- 
sity, be  adapted  to  the  demand,  by  whidi  means  a 
market  wotud  be  aflEbrded  for  many  of  the  agricnl- 
tural  products  in  a  much  mater  extent  than  coi]dd 
be  otherwise  expected,  such  as  the  ores  of  iron  and 
glass,  coal,  fuel  of  all  kinds,  vegetables,  ^e-stuf&, 
and  grain  itself,  where  it  is  usc3  in  some  branches 
of  manufacture  for  other  than  the  purpose  of  lbod« 
Thae  would  also  be  an  increased  and  increasing 
demand,  by  multijdying  the  nmnber  of  consumers 
by  emig^tion  from  foreign  ooimtries,  and  by  iur 
creasing  the  capacity  to  consume.  Men  live  in 
proportion  to  their  means-^^ibundanoe  flows  in 
the  train  of  riches,  and  the  consumption  is  always 
in  proportion  to  the  wealth  of  the  consumers. 

But  the  home  market  will  also  be  more  perma- 
nent, since  it  will  always  d^>end  upon  our  own 
-wants  and  condition.  Foreup  nations  possess 
both  the  disposition  and  ability  to  depress  our 
acTicultural  lalxv;  and  though  gentlemen  now 
aBect  to  attach  more  importance  to  the  apprehen* 
sion  of  their  capacity  to  undersell  us  in  our  own 
market,  they  should  not  overlook  a  danger  much 
more  imminent  and  equally  fatal — their  capacity 
to  dispense  with  our  productions  in  their  market 
When  such  an  event,  to  which  the  whole  scope 
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of  foreign  policy  is  tendine,  shall  happen,  the  im* 
portance  of  the  home  market  will  be  taught  by  a 
necessity  which  a  wise  foresight  should  now  pror 
vide  against.  , 

I  have  already  adverted  to  the  redundant  p(^u* 
lation  which  the  {iresent  state  of  Europe  wm  ne* 
cessarily  employ  in  s^icultural  pursuits,  which 
are  presented  in  the  wide  scope  of  territory  whidi 
each  of  those  Powers  possess.  England  hersctf 
has  much  land  which  she  may  yet  reduce  to  cnl- 
tivation,  so  that  evety  year  they  will  diminish, 
their  wants  of  our  8up][My.  I  entreat  gendemen 
from  the  South  to  consider  the  argument,  in  re- 
ffKtd  to  the  single  article  of  cotton,  as  illusiratifig 
Its  fullest  force.  Foreign  nations  are  annually, 
taking  less  of  this  article  from  the  United  States^ 
and  using  every  means  in  their  power  to  dispense 
with  our  supply  altogether.  Even  England,  &onL 
whom  we  must  procure  our  fafairics,  unless  we  de- 
termine to  work  for  ourselves,  is  annually  increase 
ing  her  supply  from  India  and  Brazil,  and  les- 
sening it  irom  us ;  and  it  will  be  observed,  by  a 
reference  to  Seyb^t's  Statistics,  that,  while  ner 
importaticms  from  the  United  States  are  neadv 
stationary,  those  from  India  and  Brazil  are  qua^ 
rupled,  and  yet  we  hesitate  to  provide  a  market  at 
home,  and  counteract  a  foreign  policy  which  rears 
its  industry  upon  the  ruins  of  our  prosperity  I 
Foreigners  rival  us  in  the  raw  material  of  eotlon, 
wool,  iron,  giass,  and  piqper;  they  render  ours 
useless  at  home  by  refusing  to  receive  them  from 
us,  and  yet  compel  us  to  pay  them  for  working  up 
their  own  for  our  use ! 

The  home  market  would  reconcile  the  interests 
of  evo-y  section  of  the  Union,  and  convert  the  only 
diversities  which  ought  ever  to  exist  in  this  coun- 
try— those  of  soil  and  climate— onto  coomion  bles- 
sings and  sources  of  national  prosperity.  B^  it  the 
three  great  branches  of  industry  would  equally 
redound  to  the  general  sood ;  they  would  be  united 
by  the  same  bond  and  labor  for  tne  same  purpose: 
their  profits  would  flow  in  a  common  channel,  ana 
fructify  a  common  country. 

Suppose  it  should  be  conceded,  as  has  been  con- 
tended, that  the  maimfacturing  establishments 
would  be  principally  located  in  the  Extern  and 
Ifiddie,  and  some  of  the  Western  States  $  theur 
dependence  upon  the  South  for  the  supply  of  th« 
raw  material  would  necessarily  produce  a  comnwA 
interest  throughout  the  whole.  The  cotton,  wioeL 
indigo,  hemp,  rice,  and  sugar,  of  the  South  ana 
West,  would  be  exchanged  for  the  manufactured 
productions  of  the  other  parts  of  the  Union,  aad 
thus  produce  a  course  of  trade  equally  benenoial 
to  all  parts  of  the  community,  and  not  less  j[»x)6t- 
able  than  any  foreign  commerce  upon  which  we 
can  calculate. 

If  I  had  not  already  consumed  more  than  my 
share  of  the  time  of  the  House,  I  could  easily  show 
the  superior  advantages  of  the  employment  of  cap- 
ital in  the  home  trade,  to  the  extent  now  contem- 
plated,  referring  to  both  England  and  France  for 
an  niustration.  It  will  be  sufficient,  however, 
merely  to  glance  at  the  course  of  such  a. trade  in 
the  United  States.  The  merchant  at  Chailestoni 
for  example^  would  lay  out  a  capital  of  ^eilty 
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thousand  dollars  in  produce  purchased  of  the  West* 
ern  farmer,  which  he  would  sell  to  the  planters  of 
the  South  for  cotton  worth  twenty-four  thousand 
dollars.  This  he  would  ship  to  the  Eastern  or 
Middle  States,  and  exchange  it  for  twenty-eifht 
thousand  dollars  worth  of  manufactured  articles, 
with  which  the  demands  of  the  South  would  he 
«upplied.  It  must  be  perceived  at  once  that,  in 
every  step  of  this  progress,  the  home  labor  is  stim- 
ulated ;  the  industry  of  our  own  citizens  in  the 
North.  South,  and  West,  is  equally  benefited  to 
the  full  amount  of  the  capital  employed,  which  is 
kept  rapidly  and  constantly  circulating.  But  if  the 
merchant  of  Charleston  should  exchange  his  West- 
em  produce  or  Southern  cotton  in  £urop&  for 
foreifipi  goods,  the  labpr  of  this  country  would  be 
benefited  onlv  to  the  extent  of  his  profits,  and  his 
capital  woula  be  employed  as  much  for  the  benefit 
of  foreigners  as  that  or  our  citizens,  of  which  we 
are  every  day  feeling  the  evil  elSects.  We  are 
sensible  of  the  evil,  and  we  cannot  mistake  the 
remedy. 

We  possess  a  country  highly  favored  by  Provi- 
dence^ nlled  with  resources  ample  for  all  our  wants. 
It  is  for  us  to  adopt  a  system  of  policy  which  shall 
draw  them  forth,  ana  make  them  active,  and 
which  shall  protect  the  home  labor  against  foreign 
competition,  and  which  shall  provide  the  home 
market  accessible  by  roads  and  cands. 

I  owe  the  House  an  apology  for  having  con- 
sumed so  much  timet  and  will  only  repeat  my  hope 
that  the  motion  may  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Lowndes  said,  that,  after  the  view  which 
had  been  taken  of  the  question  before  the  House 
by  his  friends  who  had  already  spoken,  he  should 
not  attempt  a  systematic  exposition  of  the  grounds 
of  his  Tote;  because,  in  doins  so,  he  would  be 
obliged  to  employ  arguments  which  they  had  stated 
more  clearly  and  strongly  than  he  could  do.  On 
this  account  his  observations  must  be  very  desul- 
tory. 

The  question  was  not  whether  manufactures 
were  useful;  a  great  deal  of  trouble  bad  been 
taken  to  prove  what  nobody  denied.  Nor  was 
it  even  the  question,  whether  it  was  the  jjolicy  of 
the  Government  to  encourage  them  by  duties  upon 
foreign  importations.  His  friends  had  shown,  by 
arguments  which  had  not  been  answered,  that  that 
employment  of  industry  which  afforded  the  moet 
profit  to  the  individual,  would  ordinarily  conduce 
most  to  the  wealth  of  tne  State,  and  that  the  du- 
ties or  prohibitions  which  should  direct  any  portion 
of  the  labor  of  the  country  to  a  business  wnich  it 
could  not  otherwise  engage  in^  would  usually  be 
found  to  substitute  a  less  profitable  employment 
for  one  which  was  more  so.  If  they  are  rignt,  the 
present  bill,  which  proposed  a  laree  additional  en- 
couragement to  particular  brancnes  of  industry, 
must  be  entirely  indefensible;  but,  if  there  were 
doubt  as  to  the  correctness  of  opinions,  (which 
they  held  in  common  with  every  political  econo* 
mist,  to  whose  work  time  had  given  its  sanction,) 
this  doubt  was  enough  to  dissuade  the  House  from 
further  interference  on  a  subject  on  which  they 
had,  jperhans^  already  gone  too  far.  While  his 
principal  ooject  would  be  to  show  that  the  en- 


couragement already  afibrded  was  as  gre^  3 
could  reasonably  be  granted,  he  'wisHed,  hdott  :j 
engaged  in  an  inquiry  into  the  de;gTee  of  «r. 
raffement,  to  advert  to  some  general  pw^ 
which  he  supposed  to  be  involved  in  the  disr&i,£ 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware,  (Mr.  McL^ 
whose  argument  he  had  heard  with  as  mnchss- 
tion  and  pleasure  as  any  of  those  who  mo^ : Jr 
concurred  in  his  opinions,  had  proposed  nc  pcu 
or  sectional  objects.  He  wished  to  eDcoiiT^^  :^ 
industry  of  the  nation ;  to  raise  the  value  c^f  :s^* 
and  capital  employed  in  every  fnirsnit  TL^tv 
very  patriotic,  but  very  impracticable.  We  m- 
not  create  capital.  We  are  not  magiciaBs  or  ah;* 
mists.  We  can  do  no  more  than  to  prods'  i 
change  in  the  distribution  of  labor  amoi^  £he&- 
ferent  employments  of  life;  and,  if  weiic/essd- 
profits  of  any  branch  of  industry  by  oar  Iqps^i&a. 
It  must  be  by  taking  from  one  class  wkn  wegm 
to  the  other.  Perluips  the  genenl  good  wa^t  te 
promoted  by  such  an  act,  (ne  vras  set acw csur* 
mg  into  thb  question;)  perhaps  the  d»iiiid£R 
expense  the  interests  of  another  class  irae  u>  V 
promoted,  might  ultimately  be  indemsififed  f»  1 
temporary  sacrifice;  but  the  ezpectatin  no^  ht 
utterly  iUusory,  that  a  bounty  coold  be  gi^n  v. 
any  branch  of  industry  without,  at  lea^  a  inj|fi- 
rajj  sacrifice  by  some  others. 

It  was  plain  that  the  defence  of  the  bfil  befbrf 
the  House  implied  that  the  indastry  eofkfftl  is 
manufactures  at  home,  should  be  more  aessi^ 
by  the  Government  than  that  which  w^ssm^ 
in  procuring  for  us  the  produce  of  fbreigi  cc^a- 
tries,  in  exchange  for  the  labor  or  produce  ci  :m 
own.  The  first  was  called  the  home  interrvasd 
the  phrase  had  no  small  influence  in  tbe  isce^ 
sion.  In  purchasing  commodities  impaled  tnci 
abroad,  we  are  supposed  to  encourage  pnntip^ 
the  industry  of  a  loreign  State.  Plaosibk  as  ih 
view  might  appear,  he  thought  that  eves  a  ^li^ 
examination  of  the  subject  would  sbcnr  tktt  jsas- 
ufactures  and  commerce  might  be  eqmJfy  pro^- 
tive,  and  might  equally  encourage  ^kooemdasr' 
try." 

Between  the  results  of  covnmaemi  aad  hbbu- 
facturing  industry,  the  difierence  is  aol  as  great  as 
it  has  been  repesented.  In  iHBiiiactmc&  a  ma- 
terial of  inferior  value  receires  a  chaiise  in  va 
form  which  adds  greatly  to  its  ntitily.  T\ie  hktr 
cation  which  is  completed  in  oar  country  afioci 
a  profit,  which  is  equal  to  the  diilieieaee  m  niof 
between  the  raw  material  and  the  manu&csnee 
article,  after  deducting  the  expeoae  of  maaaftc^^ 
In  commerce  a  material  of  inferior  vatee »  ^' 
ried  abroad,  and  converted  into  an  artkk^^v  ex- 
changed for  one)  which  to  us  is  much  lacR  train- 
able. The  conversion  afibrds  us,  as  ia  ik  ^ 
case,  a  profit,  which  is  equal  to  the  diflcffuce  - 
value  between  the  original  article  and  tbe  c 
changed  product,  after  deducting  the  expa' . 
the  exchange.  If  a  thousand  people,  in  a  t(fff 
of  our  country,  make  among  them  all  the  r  ' 
sions  which  tney  consume,  and  in  additi^  - 
these  fumish,  by  their  industry,  one  hundred  ^^ 
sand  dollars  worth  of  broad  cloth,  it  does  noti^ 
pear  that  they  add  more  to  the  wealth  of  theSa: 
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than  the  same  number  of  people  would  do  distrib- 
uted among  the  employments  of  merchants,  sailors, 
and  farmers,  who,  after  supporting  themselves, 
should  exchange  the  surplus*  productions  of  a  jpjurt 
of  them  (enhanced  in  yalue  by  the  other  part  which 
transports  and  exchanges  tnem)  for  the  same 
amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  broad 
cloth,  the  same  value  of  the  same  article.  If.  by 
high  duties  or  by  positive  laws  we  could  force  these 
merchants  and  seamen  to  stay  at  home,  and  their 
capital  and  industry  should  produce,  as  oefore,  the 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  worth  of  broad 
cloth,  the  article,  although  fabricated  in  the  coun* 
try,  would  not  more  be  me  result  of  American  in- 
dustry (for  the  purpose  of  this  argument)  than  if 
it  had  been  obtamed  by  the  other  process  of  mari- 
time adventure.  It  is  quite  natural  to  consider  the 
foreign  manufacture  as  entirely  the  product,  and 
its  purchase  as  the  encouragement  of  foreign  in- 
dustry. But  how  did  we  eel  it?  Whatever  may 
be  the  amount  of  foreign  fabrics  which  are  spread 
over  our  country,  if  it  be  the  industry  of  Europe 
which  produces,  it  b  the  industry  of  America 
which  acquires  them. 

The  industry  employed  in  commerce,  then,  is 
American  industry,  and  the  acquisition  even  of 
foreign  fabrics  is  tne  result  of  American  industry 
and  Its  encouragement  He  should  have  an  ofk 
portunity  of  illustrating  thb  view  when  he  came 
to  treat  of  a  branch  of  trade  which  the  bill  before 
the  House  proscribed — he  meant  the  East  India 
trade.  He  could,  for  the  present,  observe  only  that 
the  importation  of  foreign  fabrics  acquired  by 
American  industry,  if  they  were  furnished  at  a 
lower  price  than  our  manufacturers  could  afford 
to  sell  at,  produced  the  same  loss  and  the  same 
benefit  as  tne  introduction  of  any  new  machinery, 
or  of  any  simpler  process  which  would  lessen  the 
enense  of  .fabrication.  In  employing  the  saw 
mul  or  the  spinning  jenny,  we  acted  upon  the 
same  principle  of  getting  what  we  wanted  as  cheap 
as  we  could,  and  we  produced  the  same  distress  in 
throwing  out  of  employment  the  persons  whose 
ruder  industry  could  not  stand  this  new  competi- 
tion. There  was  one  admission,  however,  wnich 
he  frankly  made ;  the  effect  upon  home  industry 
vna  the  same  of  improved  machinery  or  of  foreign 
trade— ^but  the  trade  which  benefited  ourselves 
benefited  also  the  country,  whose  wants  we  sup- 
plied, or  whose  products  ire  consumed.  Let  this 
objection  have  whatever  weight  it  was  entitled  to. 
Its  principle  was  not  so  much  anti-commercial  as 
anti-social. 

In  encouraging,  then,  the  manufactures  of  the 
country  by  duties  upon  importation,  his  friend  from 
Delaware  would  do  the  very  thing  which  he  meant 
to  avoid— he  would  promote  one  branch  of  Amer^ 
ican  industry  at  the  expense  of  another.  But  whe- 
ther this  control  of  individual  industry  was  right, 
he  meant  to  leave  to  the  arguments  or  his  friends 
from  Yir^nia.  It  had  been  said  that  the  plan  of 
encouraging  particular  branches  of  industry  had 
been  applied  to  commerce  as  well  as  manufactures. 
This  was  no  decisive  recommendation  of  it.  If 
the  nation  had  been  taxed  to  encourage  commerce, 
it  was  a  poor  indenmity,  (it  was  not  eza«dy  a 


compensation  of  errors,)  that  it  should  be  taxed  for 
the  support  of  manufactures.  There  was,  too, 
some  little  difference  between  the  two  cases.  Taxes 
for  the  support  of  Government  were  laid  upon  com* 
merce ;  these  were  paid  by  the  consumers  of  for- 
eign merchandise,  and  whatever  the  expenses  on 
account  of  commerce  may  have  been,  they  were 
expenses  which  commerce  herself  was  made  to 
pay.  The  merchant,  or  the  purchaser  of  foreign 
articles,  received,  if  you  please,  some  relief  fromr 
the  credit  which  was  allowed  upon  the  payment  of 
duties;  but  he  certainly  received  nothing  from  co&- 
tributions  which  were  paid  by  any  other  class  in 
the  community. 

Exclusive  advantages,  indeed,  have  been  given 
to  the  navigating  interest  The  principal  interest 
of  it  was  the  monopoly  of  the  coasting  trade.  This 
was  connected  with  considerations  ot  defence,  not 
of  profit — to  support  not  our  merchants,  but  our 
navy.  But  what  was  the  extent  of  the  bounty? 
In  tne  direct  trade  with  the  first  navigating  coun- 
try in  the  worid  (England)  our  ships  obtained, 
without  any  discrimination  in  the  duties,  the  larj^ 
part  of  the  navigation.  Could  die  ships  of  foreign 
nations,  unable  successfully  to  compete  with  ours 
in  foreign  trade,  have  carried  on  the  coasting  trade 
on  lower  terms  than  our  own?  No  other  interest 
has  contributed  a  bounty  to  commerce^  and  ^e 
discrimination  in  favor  ot  American  navigation,  in 
the  only  instances  in  which  it  could  be  expected 
to  operate^  (if  it  ever  operated  at  all,)  was  a  dis-' 
crimination  of  ten  per  cent 

The  encouragement  of  manufactures  in  the  mode 
proposed,  whether  the  thing  were  right  or  wrong, 
must  produce  two  effects — the  one,  that  of  with- 
drawing labor  and  capital  from  commerce  or  ag- 
riculture, and  thus  enlarging  the  whole  amount 
employed  in  manufactures— the  other,  that  of 
effecting  the  distribution  of  labor  and  capital  among 
the  different  branches  of  manufactures  themselves. 
He  would  say  nothing  of  the  first  effect,  but  the 
second  must  be  allowed  to  be  one  of  unmixed 
injury.  Admit  that  it  is  our  interest  to  manufac- 
ture articles  which  we  could  procure  at  cheaper 
rates  from  abroad,  it  must  bestul  more  our  interest 
to  manufacture  such  as  prove  themselves  adapted 
to  our  circumstances  by  being  able  to  bear  foreign 
competition.  Our  capital  and  labor  are  limited^ 
and,  in  directing  the  largest  amount  of  these  into 
branches  which  require  most  encouragement,  we 
really  divert  them  from  those  into  which  they  would 
flow  with  most  advantage.  Thus,  every  branch 
of  industry  which  is  entirely  safe  from  foreign  com- 
petition, and  in  respect  to  which  protecting  duties 
may  be  considered  as  nominal,  must  be  injured  by 
the  encouragement  of  those  which  draw  from  them 
their  resources  of  capital  and  labor.  We  have 
many  branches  of  industry  among  those  which 
may  be  expected  to  be  first  established  in  every 
country,  which  seem  not  to  be  more  prosperous  now 
than  they  were  thirty  years  ago,  nor  are  the  articles 
which  they  furnish  by  any  means  at  so  low  a  price. 
What  are  called  the  mechanic  arts  are  generally 
in  this  class.  Why  is  this  so?  Because  Govern- 
ment, in  fact,  bids  against  them  *,  because  the  op- 
eration of  this  system  of  duties  must  be  relative^ 
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iodi  in  eneounigiiig  one  bnneh  of  isdnstry,  we 
noecawirily  diseourage  another.  Look  at  tlie  iion 
■Mttofactoiy  aa  a  proof  of  this.  It  is  said  to  want 
v«t  farther  encouragement,  recently  as  the  doties 
Aate  been  lakedf  and,  it  is  true,  (he  had  the  proof 
ef  it  ttpon  his  laUe,)  that  the  profits  of  the  iran- 
■Mslerwere  greater  before  the  Reroiation  than 
thej  had  been  for  some  past  years ;  greater  when 
ov  capital  and  popnlation  were  smafl,  and  forei^ 
competition  onrestricted,  than  when  all  these  cir- 
omstanoes  were  changed  in  oor  favor.  To  ail 
that  indos^,  whether  agricnltnral  or  manu&cta- 
ring,  which  is  safe  from  foreign  competition,  the 
s^fstem  of  ^^  encouraging  domestic  indostrF"  can 
giye  no  advantage^  rat  it  most  shaie  in  the  ourden 
wkhoBt  partieipatm^  in  the  profits.  We  exported 
the  last  year,  he  believed,  mannfactiired  ^oods  to 
Ihe  amount  of  three  millions.  The  estahbshments 
which  furnished  these  could  not  gain  by  duties 
apaa  importation;  but  their  expenses  would  be 
iacieased,  though  their  profits  could  not 

Mr.  L.  enlarged  for  some  time  upon  this  suliject, 
attd  attempted  to  show  that  the  S3r8tem  of  laying  a 
high  duty  upon  erery  process  of  manufactm-e  must 
ieiquentfy  j^oduce  this  effect ;  that,  to  encourage 
a  nMBtufactnre  which  employs  but  a  small  numtor 
of  hands,  and  is  comparatLvelv  unimportant,  we 
may  raise  so  higfa  the  price  ot  an  article  wnich 
somorts  the  industry  and  subserves  the  comfinrt  of 
a  uo^  class  of  the  community,  as  to  produce  gen- 
etal  mconvenience.  He  appealed  not  to  theory  but 
to  fact.  We  were  anxious  in  1816  to  encourage 
the  rolling  of  copper.  We  did  so,  and  laid  a  duty 
upon  coppo  ii^  sneets.  Our  plan  has,  in  part,  sue* 
eceded.  Two  establishments  have  been  mamtained, 
which  are  said  to  employ  fifty-four  workmen ;  and 
it  is  computed  that  four  thousand  industrious  men, 
liK  braziers  who  work  up  this  comer,  (whose  in- 
totry  even  began  to  furnish  articles  for  exporta- 
tion,.) have  suffered  heavy  and  geaeral  injury, 
ii^fm  has  extended  to  all  their  cu9tomers-*^o  a 
km  portion  of  the  community. 

The  view  on  which  peculiar  reliance  appeared 
to  he  placed  for  the  defence  of  this  bill  was  that 
wJuoh  was  connected  with  the  alleged  fiuLure  of 
onr  polioy  hitherto  in  respect  both  to  the  industry 
aod  jerenne  of  the  country.  He  had  heard  these 
alignments  with  surprise.  He  should  hereafter 
nakeeome  observationsupona  comparison  between 
amr  impoitduties  and  those  of  the  nations  of  Europe. 
But,  was  it  enough  to  condemn  our  policv  that  it 
WtB  not  European  ?  It  is  yet  more  true  of^interaal 
taxes  than  of  impost,  that  the  nations  of  Europe 
ave  very  far  in  advance  of  us.  Their  estabUsn* 
mcnts  of  other  kinds  differ  more  than  their  tarifis 
ftom  thoseof  the  United  States.  We  had  ventured, 
however  rash  it  might  be  thought,* ''  to  adopt  prin- 
eiplfls  which  had  not  been  tested"  by  their  experi- 
enoe.  And,  had  we  suffered  for  our  temerity? 
Had  our  experiment  really  failed  ?  What  naUon 
in  Europe  luid  advanced  more  rapidly  to  prosperity 
attd  wealth  by  the  most  successnil  vrars,  than  had 
the  United  States  without  a  conquest,  by  the  mere 
development  and  natural  growth  of  their  resources  ? 
l4Bt  ^Mir  poltcybe  ehan^^if  it  must  be  so,  but  let 
hem  n«t  m  ungraidul  to  the  wisdom  whioh  had 


directed,  to  the  P^rovidence  whidk  VaA  &t<i< 
theoL     The  nominal  value  of  paopciCy  mz 
change;  the  cuneney  might  liae  or  ^e^recasr 
but  a  population  quadrupled  in  less  tbsm  mxjvs, 
and  a  p«t>duction  increased  in  a  yet  larger  ^«- 
tion,  furnished  no  evidence  to  condenm  the  xai 
under  which  security  had  resulted.     isMlepeaific 
of  the  protection  of^  property,  "whick  our  bn  t 
forded,  the  principal  cause  of  a  gi^fwih  to  as^ 
ordinary  must  be  found  in  the  kigh  rcKE»ff 
labor.    In  new  countries,  where  land  is  ja  vt 
fully  appropriated,  labor  always   obtaias  a  ko 
pice  in  tneraw  {iroduceof  the  earth,  9mA  ^oeA 
but  a  small  one  in  manufactured  artidesL   J;  »- 
been  the  happy  peculiarity  of  our  sinntiBs  aik  s 
oor  policy  that  the  laborer  has  ohtaoMdwhac 
an  amount  as  any  where  else  of  the  jenaones 
which  agriculture  furnishes,  and  a  tmek  btgtr  oae 
of  tlwcmnforts  which  maiH]fact««i|Hnde.  The 
statesmen  may  mar  his  conditiosi,  hacHBOtaeid 
it.    He  cannot  raise  his  wages  eaiiaaii  m  iht 
produce  of  the  earth,  and  bv  a  large  fiansa  lapoi 
he  must  lower  his  wages  u  yoa  p«*inf'»  iha&  is 
the  manufactures  which  he  mnsc  roacff"" 

But  our  scheme  of  vevenue  fias  friM.  Tie 
House  would  have  hereafter  a  betser  opportafi 
of  examining  this  subject  than  they  aov  kni 
He  would  not  represent  the  state  of  the  moa 
as  prosperous — ^but  perhaps  it  was  a  prtaf  ibitfe 
prosperity  of  a  few  years  had  rendered  o«  aptf- 
tations  unreasonable,  that  we  looked  afassira 
dismay  upon  the  finances  of  a  yeiff,  ia  abi.if 
we  deduct  what  we  propose  to  borrow,  fisa  vbtf 
we  nav  of  public  debt,  there  will  still  be  aaaaostf 
of  deot  extioguished,  of  upwards  of  taosiMv 
and  a  half  (about  half  of  which  will  htUmm 
stock.^    Atter  paying^  every  coneat  eDBstal 
applying  laiige  sums  m  increasing  theliiaTy  nd 
fortifications  of  the  country,  we  shoald  ovc  ka 
by  upwards  of  two  millions  and  a  hal^  ob  tbe  Itf 
of  January,  1621^  than  we  did  on  ihtUtcflt^ 
Januarv.*    He  did  not  think,  that  the  /■■yff'  ^ 
succeeoiag  years,  (looking  to  the  ave^^oMevaal 
years)  were  as  bad  as  they  had  bees  mmxwwVBij 
unless  they  were  made  so  1^  Uns  tfl  n  iIk  gc** 
tleman  from  Pennsylvania  propoad  id  ofca  new 
sources  of  revenue,  his  scheme  avoid  dcBctre  the 
examination  of  the  House.    Bat,  it  Hi.  1^  aads- 
stood  his  plan,  it  was  founded  oa  a  noiioa  ahick 
was  erroneous  in  its  principle,  amdmaatbe  opfR>' 
sive  in  its  application. 

The  revenue  which  the  impost  lacaishesKfv^ 
by  the  consumer,  and  not  by  the  merehiit  "i* 

Eid  in  the  enhaaeed  price  of  thearti^vkidi^ 
ys.  The  gentleman  from  Peansylvasa  <>^ 
to  think,  that,  if,  by  excluding  this  artidt^  ^ 
forced  to  consume  only  the  domestie  fahic.  ^ 
Government,  which  has  not  received  itsaocostoffid 
duty  upon  the  importation  ^  foreign,  may  cdkdi 
the  same  amount  by  an  excise  upon  dcnnesiic  e^' 


*  This  statement  was  foonded  upon  the  mppetfa 
that  one  mfllion  aod  a  half  would  be  borrowed,  l^ 
loan,  as  appears  now  to  bo  probdilo,  ahoald  be  of  fe<[ 
Bullions,  tho  aetool  redaetion  of  dobi  in  the  yoor 
will  bo  only  one  million. 
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tides.  "  The  money  has  not  been  carried  out  of 
the  country."  If,  indeed,  by  ceasing  to  import  the 
foreign  fabric,  the  domestic  article  is  famished  to 
the  consumer  at  a  lower  price,  he  may  pay  a  tax 
upon  it — ^but  the  tax  which  was  paid  m  the  price 
ot  the  article  is  not  reduced  by  its  exclusion ;  it  is, 
indeed,  so  far  as  the  farmer  is  concerned,  increased — 
he  pays  more  for  the  articles  which  he  buys ;  his 
expenses  are  greater^  his  clear  revenue  less.  Es 
Aere  any  legerdemain  by  which,  mider  these  cir- 
ctmistances,  his  ability  to  par  taxes  can  be  in- 
creased ?  r  ou  teH  him  that  ne  paid  before  a  cer- 
tain tax  to  the  GoTemment,  and  that  he  do^  not 
pay  it  now ;  he  answers  you,  that  he  pap  a  higher 
tax,  because  he  pays  a  higher  price  now  than  he 
did  formerly,  and  that  it  is  not  his  fault  that  this 
tax  ^oes  into  the  pocket  of  the  manufacturer,  and 
not  into  the  public  Treasury.  If,  in  addition  to 
the  exchision  of  the  foreign  article,  jou  lay  an  ex- 
cise upon  the  domestic  product,  it  is  evident  that 
the  country  must  pay  a  double  tax,  although  the 
Government  will  not  receive  it.  It  is  hardly  pos- 
sible, however,  to  reason  upon  this  subject.  The 
ability  to  pay  taxes  must  be  diminished  by  every 
thing  which  adds  to  the  expenses  (as  the  exclusion 
of  foreign  goods  must  do)  of  those  who  are  to  pay 
them. 

Something  had  been  said  of  the  expenses  of  col- 
lecting a  duty  upon  domestic  goods,  and  the  higher 
expense  of  exciBding  foreign  goods  seemed  to  be 
forgotten. 

Some  gentlemen  admit  that  the  proposition  of 
his  friends  from  Virginia,  that  individuals  would 
parsTie  that  course  of  industry  which  would  be 
most  profitable  tt>  themselves  and  the  country, 
would  v%  true,  if  other  nations,  as  well  as  we,  would 
"leaTe  trade  to  itself."  Their  concession  was  in- 
judicious. If  all  nations  admitted  a  free  trade,  the 
arguments  for  restriction  on  our  part  woula  be 
just  the  same  as  they  are  now.  What  would  be 
the  inducements  to  us  to  admit  this  trade?  That 
it  furnished  us  in  exchange  for  products  "viiiich  to 
as  were  worth  a  hundred  miMions,  products  which 
were  worth  one  hondred  and  fifty  millions ;  that 
what  we  boufifht  was  worth  more  to  us  than  what 
we  sold ;  and  if  those  nations  eould  not  or  would 
not  buy  the  hundred  millions,  if  they  could  not  or 
wonld  not  bay  more  than  fifty  or  twenty  millions, 
the  argument  would  still  be  unchanged  even  in  its 
foroK  However  reduced  might  be  the  amount  of 
trade,  it  must  still  consist  in  an  exchange  of  what 
we  wanted  less,  for  what  we  wanted  more.  In 
this  view  of  the  question^  which  appeared  to  him 
a  very  simple  one,  it  w^s  not  necessary  to  remark 
upon  the  argument,  that  our  supply  of  agricultural 
Itroduce  would  grow  in  a  much  larger  proportion 
than  the  demand  of  Europe  or  its  population^  It 
'might  be  better  for  us  that  their  demand  should 
grow  more  rapidly,  but  if  it  would  be  to  our  ad- 
vantage to  supply  a  great  demand,  it  was  to  our 
advantage,  too,  thougn  in  a  smaller  degree,  to  sup- 
ply even  a  less  demand.  This  difference  however 
in  the  agricultural  produce  which  we  should 
export,  and  the  foreign  demand  for  it,  might  be 
expected  to  have  been  illustrated  by  experience,  as 
well  as  developed  by  theory.  What  was  the  facti 


All  admit  that  the  proportion  of  oar  industry,  cffl- 
ployed  to  produce  breadstuffs  for  foreign  consump- 
tion, ou^ht  to  bear  a  continually  lessening  pi\>por- 
tion  to  the  general  industry  of  the  country.  But 
is  it  necessary  that  the  Qovemment  should  inXex^ 
fere  to  prevent  the  inordinate  increase  in  the  ^an- 
tity  of  provisions  which  we  export,  or  can  the  peo- 
ple manage  that  matter  without  our  inter^rence? 
Whoever  will  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the  ac- 
count of  our  exports  for  twenty  years  past  win  find 
that,^  while  the  products  of  our  industry  at  home 
have  probably  quadrupled,  our  exportation  of  pro- 
visions has  not  increased  at  all.  It  is  not,  then, 
necessary  that  we  should  force,  by  legislation,  the 
industry  of  the  country  into  any  new  direction,  in 
order  to  prevent  it  from  glutting  the  com  mark^ 
of  Europe. 

Mr.  L  said  that  he  would  return  for  a  moment 
to  the  consideration  of  the  question,  how  far  tfats 
propriety  "  of  leaving  things  to  themselves,"  was 
affected  by  the  opposite  system  which  was  pursued 
by  foreign  Powers.  If  Cnina  should  by  law  admit 
all  Qur  produce,  manufactured  or  agricultural,  it  is 
plain  enough  that  we  could  not  advantageously 
send  there  any  which  we  do  not  now  send.  In- 
deed, he  did  not  know  that  she  prohibited  any  of 
our  produce,  but  if  she  did  the  prohibition  was 
nommal,  and  it  was  evident  that  its  removal  could 
not  change  the  policy  which  it  was  our  interest  to 
pursue.  DVit  perhaps  China  belonged  to  a  sphere 
of  industry  too  different  from  ours,  for  the  applica- 
tion of  these  principles.  Would  the  admission  of 
the  products  of  oar  industry  by  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope justifyj  in  the  estimation  of  the  friends  of  this 
bill,  tne  reciprocal  admission  of  theirs?  Of  whuBit 
avail  would  it  be  to  us  that  England  should  con- 
sent to  take  our  manufactures  7  An  engagement 
to  do  so  wonld  ^  keep  its  promise  to  the  ear,  bat 
break  it  to  the  sense."  Our  breadstuff  she  takes 
now  only  when  wheat  is  above  ten  shilling,  when, 
by  the  by,  it  is  most  our  interest  to  sell  it.  Sim- 
pose  her  laws  permitted  its  importation  when  tne 
price  was  low ;  would  any  friend  of  the  bill  avow 
that  this  policy^  which  would  make  the  establish- 
ment of  manufactures  here  a  matter  of  somewhat 
more  difficulty^  Would  incline  him  to  dispense  with 
protecting  duties  in  favor  of  our  manufactures? 
ne  put  it  to  the  candor  of  his  friends  on  the  other 
side,  to  say  whether  theywould  consent  to  a  treaty 
by  which  the  raw  produce  of  America  and  die 
manufactures  of  England  should  be  exchanj^ed 
without  duty?  They  would  not.  Their  objec- 
tions to  an  intercourse  unburdened  by  duties, 
would  be  still  stronger  than  they  now  are,  if  Eu- 
rope, in  affording  a  l>etter  market  for  our  agrieul- 
tuxe.  should  oppose  still  stronger  difficulties  to  the 
establishment  of  manufactures. 

Yet  it  was  true  that  those  who  wished  to 
impose  heavier  duties  or  prohibitions  upon  fore^ 
manufactures,  idleged  that,  by  doing  so,  the  prSe 
of  amcultural  produce  would  be  raised.  It  vna 
equaUy  true,  ana  more  Strang,  that  a  great  many 
good  people,  interested  in  agncultute,  had  beliered 
the  allegation.  The  error  was  susceptible  of  easy 
refutation.  If,  indeed,  &e  allegation  were  just, 
I  the  manufacturer  would   gain  nothing  by  the 
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change.  If  the  prices  of  what  he  huys  and  sells 
rise  in  Uie  same  proportion,  he  mi^ht  as  well  leave 
everything  as  it  is.  But  the  notion  that  the  en- 
cooragement  of  numufactures  will  give  a  good 

Sice  to  the  productions  of  agriculture  is  entirely 
Uacions.  Whatever  may  oe  the  domestic  de- 
mand for  our  grain^  the  supplv  will  exceed  it 

As  lonff  as  there  is  good  lana  occupied,  the  price 
of  its  produce,  if  there  be  no  foreign  demand,  will 
exceea  by  very  little  the  value  of  the  labor  em- 
ployed in  obtaining  it.  Such  must  be  the  case  of 
a  permanent  embargo.  But  when  there  is  an  ex- 
port trade,  although  the  quantity  exported  may 
Dear  a  small  proportion  to  that  wnich  is  consumed 
in  the  country,  tne  price  of  that  small  proportion 
most  detenmne  that  of  the  whole.  He  did  not 
say  that  this  was  a  reasonable  theory,  but  a  noto- 
rious fact.  It  was  a  plain  deduction  from  these 
principles  that^  in  an  extensive  and  thinly  peopled 
country,  restrictions  upon  trade  would  raise  the 
price  of  manufactures,  but  not  of  grain.  In  a  pop- 
ulous and  fully  cultivated  country  they  would  raise 
the  price  of  grain,  and  not  of  manufactures.  The 
last  IS  the  situation  of  England  \  the  first  that  of 
the  United  States. 

But  the  opinion  that  the  establishment  of  man- 
ufactures would  secure  a  good  price  for  our  agri- 
cultural produce,  had  made  so  many  converts, 
that  it  would  be  interesting  to  inquire  into  the 
causes  which  had  product  it.  He  could  not 
dwell  upon  the  subject.  But,  when  manufactories 
and  banks  were  established  contemporaneously, 
(and  this  association  he  believed  not  to  be  uncom- 
mon;) when  manufactories  were  established  bf  the 
aid  01  borrowed  capital,  and  a  profuse  expenditure 
produced  a  local  depreciation,  the  same  effect  was 
produced  upon  prices  as  an  emission  of  paper 
money  would  have  done.  Everybody  waswiilmff 
to  spend ;  everybody  besan  to  improve  and  builo, 
and  industry  was  stimulated  to  extraordinary  ac- 
tivity, as  it  always  is.  by  a  depreciating  currency. 
The  remarks  which  ne  had  made  a  few  moments 
since,  were  enough  to  show  how  perfectly  illusory 
aU  duties  upon  importation  must  prove  for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  agricultural  industry.  The  price 
of  our  agricultursu  products  must  be  determined  by 
that  part  of  them  which  is  exported,  and  must  in 
consequence  be  absolutely  unaffected  by  duties,  or 
even  prohibitions.  Grentlemen  might,  therefore, 
lay  duties,  or  withdraw  them  from  cotton,  wheat, 
or  tobacco,  and  they  would  change  nothing  but 
the  words  of  their  statute  book. 

If  it  were  ever  ri^ht  that  Government  should 
impose  its  duties,  with  a  view  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  particular  branches  of  industry,  Mr.  L. 
said  he  had  always  believed  that  the  two  most 
reasonable  modes  of  doing  it  were  these:  either 
to  lay  a  very  small  and  equal  duty  upon  all 
maniuactures,  which  would  leave  tne  relative 
inducement  to  engage  in  each  unchanged^  or  to 
determine  upon  a  very  few  branches,  wbich  the 
Government  supposed  to  be  best  adapted  to  the 
situation  of  the  country,  or  most  necessary  to  its 
interest,  and  leaving  others  untaxed,  Tif  revenue 
permitted  it,)  to  direct  the  capital  and  labor  of  the 
country  to  these  objects,  where  they  might  form  a 


sufficient  security  against  an 
prices.  The  last  was  the  mare  Ti^oroos  pk 
perhaps  it  was  the  wiser  one.  Yet  it  was  lie 
adapted  to  a  condition  very  difierent  from  tk:  i 
the  United  States ;  he  meant  that  of  an  ea^* 
ened  government  and  an  ignorant  people. 

Whatever  were    the    enccNira^ements   w^^ 
should  be  afforded  to  manofactnres,  it  had  alwri 
hitherto  been  supposed  that  these  irere  requiie^ ; 
be  ^eatest  at  their  first  establishment.     Tkjet- 
soning  of  his  fnend  from  Dela^ware  sapporti::^ 
conclusion.    Mr.  Hamilton  had  laid   diibeik, 
that,  where  any  branch  of  indostiy  oondnoeft  «3q 
to  require  a  bounty,  it  afforded  proof  thai  oc 
were  obstacles  to  its  establishment  which  wiai 
make  it  unwise  to  persevere  in  iu    Yet  oar  syas; 
was  not  to  continue  bounties,  but  to  jaatMx 
them. 

A  strong  argument,  in  the  opimBDc/Baajr gen- 
tlemen, was  deduced  from    the  kufe  exees  of 
importations  above  exportationsj  in  qbUi  to  jSkam 
that  it  was  necessary  to  interiere,  lai  |Rv«si 
the  people  from  buying  more   thaa  ^e^  onM 
pay  tor.    He  had  hoped  that  this  subject  )4d  bea 
put  to  rest  by  his  friends  from  Vicnnia.   Ai  a- 
cessive  importation  may,  indeed,  tue  place  kx  i 
vear,  althouj^h  the  price  will  usually  be  so  aock 
lowered  by  it  that  tne  amount  of  sales  of  a  kift 
may  not  he  greater  than  would  haTe  been  ifiwot' 
a  small  importation.    This   dispropoitiaB.  ^v- 
ever,  between  the  supply  and  itanaiid,  bona 
the  sales  and  the  means  of  payment,  can  ecsane 
but  a  short  time.    The  price  of  Amerku  ttscki 
here  and  in  England,  the  present  rate  of  eicba^ 
sufficiently  prove  that  our  interference  is  m^ecer 
sarv  in  fact  (as  it  must  always  be  wroof  a|n- 
cipie)  to  adjust  the  balance  oi  payments  tetroa 
the  two  countries. 

So  much  had  been  said  of  this  balance  of  io- 
portation  above  exports,  that  he  might  be  excoaed 
for  another  remarx.    Gentlemen  knew  the  cof- 
rections  (and  among  them,  those  Te^aiad  bf  a 
consideration  of  the  profits  of  freight  eoBtrnt'^'^) 
and  trade)  which  ought  to  be  applied  a>0BrcB5toiBr 
house  accounts.    These  conrectioBs  woM  rarj  the 
balance  very  much,  but  they  woM  leave  a  re^x&i 
in  which  he  should  feel  little  coDfidenoe.    TYmr 
is,  indeed,  a  view  very  dLCferenl  fcom  that  which 
the  friends  of  the  bill  have  taken.    The  \a\ance  of 
importations  above  exports,  for  a  series  of  yeai^ 
may  not  only  be  considered  as  the  proof  of  a  prcfc- 
able  trade^  but  the  measure  of  its  profit.    Oni  tnt> 
with  foreign  nations  is  one  in  which  we  cku 
their  produce  in  return  fpr  our  j»oduoe  cr  oc 
labor,  and  the  more  valuable  their  producer  the 
better  bargain  we  have  made.    We  should  &^tt 
individuals,  think  it  the  evidence  of  unsuoces^ 
business  that  we  obtained  in   exchange  foi  u 
article  worth  but  $1,000,  one  which  was  wc<ru 
2,000.    Yet  this  is  exactly  the   thing  whicbi 
called  by  politicians  an  unfavorahleoalancc  i 
trade.    In  such  a  system,  if  the  vessels  vrl^ 
carry  out  your  productions,  and  are  ownec^ 
your  merchants,  are  sunk  in  the  sea.  or  carricc^  I 
a  market  where  their  sales  pay  onlyuieir  expesia 
no  returns  can  be  made,  the  balance  hecomer^l 


2128 


BISTORT  OF  OOKORBSa. 


April,  18S0. 


ReoMon  of  the  Tariff . 


2126 

H.  OP  R. 


fkTonide,  and  the  politieian  is  satisfied.  If  the 
cargoes  reach  a  market  which  enables  the  mer- 
chant to  bring  back  large  returns,  the  balance  of 
trade  becomes  unfavoraUe.  A  permanent  balance 
of  importation,  (in  a  nation  that  has  no  mines^) 
mnst  always  be  referred  to  the  profits  of  its  busi- 
ness. It  was  different  with  the  excess  of  a  single 
year.  This,  however,  when  it  required  correction, 
wonld,  as  his  friends  observed,  always  be  correctea 
bv  the  interests  of  trade^  without  the  interposition 
01  the  Qovernment.  Could  it  be  necessary  that 
we  should  interfere  by  law  to  diminish  importa- 
tions, at  the  moment  when  we  see  that  an  unpar* 
adleled  reduction  is  e^S^cting  without  our  inter- 
ference 1  The  importation  of  the  last  quarter  of 
the  year  1819,  was  not  more  than  two-thirds  of 
that  of  the  correspondioff  quarter  of  '18. 

Mr.  L.  said  that,  in  the  detached  observations 
which  he  had  offered,  he  had  endeavored  to  re- 
move the  impression  which  some  of  the  general 
arguments  oi  the  friends  of  the  bill  had  made. 
The  propositions  which,  to  his  mind,  it  appeared 
necessary  that  they  should  establish,  they  did  not 
prove — ^they  scarcely  noticed.  Grant  tnat  it  is 
right  that  the  Government  should  encourage  all 
the  manufactures  of  the  country,  that  considerable 
duties  should  be  laid  upon  the  importation  of  every 
article  which  can  compete  with  our  own  fabrics. 
This  we  have  done  already.  He  believed  that 
there  was  now  no  nation  in  the  world  which,  in 
proportion  to  its  income,  paid  so  great  a  bounty  to 
its  manufacturers,  as  the  United  States.  Haa  it 
ever  been  contended,  not  merely  that  manufac- 
tures should  be  encouraged,  but  tnat  the  bounty  to 
be  given  should  not  be  limited  by  any  determined 
relation  to  the  necessity  of  the  manufacture,  or  the 
fair  profits  of  the  manu&cturer?  This  mode  of 
defending  the  bill  was,  perhaps,  judicious ;  it  was 
certainly  embarrassing  to  its  opponents.  You  say 
that  it  is  important  to  encourage  the  manufacture 
of  cotton,  be  it  so.  We  know  that,  however  it 
be  disguised,  this  can  be  done  only  at  the  expense 
of  the  other  classes  of  society.  Is  it  not  proper  to 
inquire  what  ^ense  is  necessary;  what  would 
be  adequate  1  The  operetion  of  a  protecting  duty 
was  simple,  but  he  must  detain  the  House  for  a 
few  moments  upon  the  subject,  trite  and  familiar 
as  it  was.  Where  duties  are  laid  upon  the  im- 
portation of  articles  of  a  kind  which  is  not  pro- 
duced within  the  country,  the  additional  price 
w^hich  is  paid  by  the  community  is  received  into 
the  public  treasury,  with  a  deduction  only  for  the 
costs  of  collection.  Where  a  duty  ^s  laid  upon  the 
importation  of  an  article  which  is  produced  within 
the  country,  it  will  cause  the  same  rise  in  its  price 
as  in  the  former  case;  but,  of  the  additional  sum 
which  is  paid  by  the  community,  a  part  will  be  r&^ 
ceived  by  the  Government  and  a  part  by  the  manu- 
facturer or  producer  of  the  domestic  article.  If. 
for  instance,  one  hundred  million  of  pounds  of 
sugar  were  consumed  annually  in  the  United 
States,  and  three-fourths  of  this  amount  were  fur- 
nished by  domestic  industry,  an  additional  duty  of 
one  cent  the  pound  would  cause  the  consumers  of 
sugar  throughout  the  country  to  pay  one  million 
of  dollars  more  in  the  price  of  the  article,  than 


they  would  otherwise  do — ^would  impose  upon  tile 
people  a  new  tax  of  one  million ;  but,  of  this  sum, 
less  than  $250,000  would  be  received  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  $750,000  by  the  sugar  planter. 

The  difference  oetween  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  and  himself,  in  respect  to  the  in- 
formation on  which  a  tariff  shomd  be  founded, 
was  explained  by  this  case.  He  thought,  if  Con- 
gress determined  to  encourage  the  production  of 
sugar  by  an  additional  bounty,  that  it  was  bound 
carefully  to  inquire  what  sum  was  necessary  for 
this  object.  To  justify  the  tax,  it  was  necessary 
to  determine  that  the  nation  had  such  an  interest 
in  the  establbhment  of  the  additional  sugar  plan- 
tations to  which  the  bill  was  expected  to  give  rise, 
that  it  was  worth  its  while  to  contribute  annually 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  theiv 
support,  and  that  a  contribution  of  less  than  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  would  not  cause 
their  establishment.  If  the  bounty  in  questioii 
were  greater  than  the  value  of  the  ooject  justified, 
in  any  ratioual  view  of  public  policy,  we  applied 
the  money  of  the  country  injucUciously ;  but  if  a 
less  bounty  would  produce  the  effect  which  we 
desired,  we  gave  it  away  without  object  and  with- 
out excuse.  It  was  in  tnis  view  that  he  had  asked 
the  Committee  of  Manufactures  information  to 
show  what  were  the  duties  upon  foreign  importa- 
tion which  would  give  to  our  manufacturers  a 
reasonable  profit  on  Uieir  capital  and  labor.  Every 
thing  beyond  this  was  not  a  liberal  encouragement 
of  manufactures,  but  a  profuse  and  capricious  do- 
nation of  the  public  money.  Suppose  Uiat  the 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  which, 
on  the  supposition  which  he  had  made,  were  given 
to  the  sugar  planters,  instead  of  beinff  paid  to  them 
by  the  consumers,  were  raised  by  a  direct  tax,  and 
then  paid  as  a  bounty  out  of  the  public  Treasury. 
This  would  form  no  distinction  in  the  principle  of 
the  donation.  Mr.  Hamilton  had  said,  with  per- 
fect correctness,  that  ^  as  often  as  a  duty  upon  a 
'  foreign  article  makes  an  addition  to  its  pnce,  it 
^  causes  an  extra  expense  to  the  community  for  the 

<  benefit  of  the  domestic  manufacture.    A  bounty 

<  does  no  more."  The  information  which  he  had 
wished  was,  whether  this  bounty  viras  to  be  given 
to  men  whose  profits  and  wages  were  now  less 
than  those  of  the  rest  of  the  community ;  and  what 
were  the  profits  which  it  was  estimated  that  this 
bounty  would  procure  them ;  in  a  word,  how  much 
more  public  money  we  should  ffive,  and  what  was 
the  necessity  of  giving  it.  TheHonse,  in  rejecting 
his  resolution,  had  determined  that  the  mauiry 
was  useless  or  impracticable.  They  had  refused 
all  evidence  as  to  the  proper  degree  of  encourage- 
ment, and  left  the  derence  of  the  bill  to  the  same 
vague  considerations-  which  would  support  a  duty 
of  one  hundred  per  cent,  as  well  as  one  of  forty. 
They  took  they  knew  not  how  much  from  the 
people ;  they  gave  they  knew  not  how  much  to 
the  manufacturer. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Manufac- 
ttires  had  intimated  that  information  such  as  he 
had  asked  had  never  been  given.  He  might  an- 
swer that  it  ought  to  have  been.  But  the  chair- 
man was  mistaken.    It  had  been.    Mr.  L.  read 
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the  fbUowiuf  sentences  fjrom  Mr.  Dallas's  report 
of  1816,  on  tEerevisioQ  of  the  tariff:  "  The  amount 
'  of  the  duties  should  be  such  as  will  enable  the 
'  manufacturer  to  meet  the  importer  in  the  Ameri- 
*■  can  maket  upon  ecjual  terms  of  profit  and  loss." 
"There  still,  however,  remains  a  diversity  of 
'  opinion  as  to  the  amount  which  will  be  compe-* 
^  tent,  and  the  aim  of  this  report  will  be  to  strike 
^  the  medium  which  ajipears  to  be  best  established 
^  from  all  the  information  which  has  been  coUect- 
<  ed."  This  sentence  proved  that  the  rates  of  duty 
proposed  in  the  report  of  1816  were  founded  on 
evidence  of  the  degree  of  encouragement  which 
would  enable  '^  the  manufacturer  to  meet  the  im« 
porter."  That  evidence  was  laid  before  the  House. 
\x  contained,  substantially,  and  indeed  much  move 
|uUy  than  he  should  require  it,  all  the  infbrmatioa 
m  respect  to  the  state  of  our  manufactories  in 
1816^  which  it  was  the  object  of  his  resolution  to 
pbtain  in  1820.  He  shomd  have  occasion  to  ad* 
vert  to  this  information  hereafter.  It  proved  at 
least  that  the  object  of  his  resolution  was  practi- 
cable^ and  had  nitherto  been  supposed  important 
and  necessary. 

The  practicability  of  its  object,  too,  although 
the  Speaker  had  appeared  to  doubt  it,  had  been 
proved  by  the  statements  which  he  had  made  in 
respect  to  two  Northern  manufactories.  If  the 
House  were  determined  to  ffiye  adequate  protec« 
tioa  to  any  branch  of  manumctures,  the  same  kind 
of  information  possessed  by  the  Speaker,  as  to  the 
manufactories  of  which  he  had  spokoi,  if  extended 
la  fifteen  or  twenty  others  in  different  parts  of  thfi 
country,  would  enable  us  to  know  what  bounty 
was  necessary  and  adequate  to  their  support.  That 
houifety  oiiEght  not  to  be  increased  to  maintain  the 
imskilful  and  the  improvident,  and  he  admitted 
that  (if  granted  at  ail)  it  ou^rht  not  to  be  contract- 
ad  so  as  to  afford  support  only  to  an  establishment 
which  had  peculiar  advantages  beyond  the  reach 
of  imitation.  He  did  not  know,  however,  of  asy 
such  in  the  United  States.  In  eunftioiBg  the  die^ 
me  of  encouragement  which  it  is  proposed  in  this 
toll  to  ffive  to  American  manufactures,  we  were 
Baturalhr  rceminded  of  the  view  which  had  been 
taken  of'^the  subject  by  •Mr.  Hamilton,  whose  prin« 
eiples  are  considered  as  sound,  even  by  the  fnends 
of^this  tariff.  He,  at  least,  was  able  to  elevate  his 
view  to  the  just  importance  of  manufacturing  in- 
dustry. Let  us  see  the  price  which  he  proposed  to 
pay  for  its  support.    The  general  tenor  or  his  ap- 

fument,  and  mdeed  the  particular  quotation  which 
ad  been  made,  sufiiciently  prove  Mr.  Hamilton's 
opinion  to  have  been,  that,  ^atever  bounties  were 
given  to  domestic  raauufactures  should  be  highest 
at  first.  The  duties,  therefore,  which  he  proposed 
in  his  celebrated  report  on  mao^aetures,  weresueh 
as  he  thought  sufficient  then,  and  such  as,  accord- 
ing to  his  principles,  ought  to  be  sufficient  now. 
In  forming  his  opinion,  he  did  not  overlook  the 
advantages  which  the  risk  and  expense  of  impor- 
tation from  abroad  give  to  the  American  manu- 
facturer. This  protection  of  distance  he  estimates 
from  fifteen  to  thirty  ver  cent.  Mr.  L.  said  he 
would  state,  without  a  fonmal  comparison,  a  few 
of  the  duties  which  Mr.  Hamilton  proposed  for  the 


encouraffemeiit  of  maiwififtctareB,     On 
tares  of  leather  he  proposed  a  daty  of  7^  per  oa 
He  was  willing  that  cotton  goodaaboul^  be  'oaa 
to  7^  per  cent."    On  glass,  he  conatdeicd  ^iin 
of  12^  per  cent  as  a  coasidesafale  encoDntBot 
and  thought  that,  if  any  thing  further  wneps. 
It  ought  to  be  by  a  direct  bouBty  oat  of  tkt  jok 
treasury.    Ten  per  cent,  on  paper  and  gvnxic 
he  thought  a  competent  protection  ;  and  at  ^ 
posed  the  same  dutv  on.maan&ctxnvs  of  injK 
Mass.    His  principles  were  beet  f'xplainri  \gik 
afqplieation  which  he  had  hiaiflrif  aaadecfas; 
and  the  enonnity  of  the  bounty  wliieh  it  vavr 
proposed  to  give  to- the  maaufactuRrs  oooid  « fir 
more  strong^  exhibited  than  by  rrrmpannf  it-aa 
that  which  was  considered  as  adeqaHfrftyseaa 
ous  and  aUe  an  advocate  of  maaiifai  iftnty  juto- 
try  as  Mr.  Hamilton.    Duties  fosr  taaei  as  ^bs: 
as  he  recommended  were  now  levied  ipoD  lauir 
of  the  most  important  articles^  andmn  discofewf 
to  be  insufficient  and  nugatory. 

What  he  resietted,  Mr.  L.  said,  moa^  m  libr 
coarse  pursued  by  the  Committee  of  MaasSKUBB. 
wa&  that  they  suggested  no  standard  bf  wbick  ik 
sufficiencv  oe  the  encouragenaeBt  wbioL  tker|R' 
posed  could  be  tested,  aad  promised,  thaeGoibK 
limitation  to  the  burden  waich  nu|^  be  iflipcad 
upoa  the  country.  The  chainnan  of  that  esmm 
tee  had,  indeed,  more  than  once  directed  ovaaes- 
tion  to  the  duties  imposed  by  tke  lairsof  tea, 
France,  and  Eagkino — ^modebwhich  vnUaflt 
yet  learned  to  imitate.  It  vns  not  rilniffl^^' 
that  governments  which  were  obliged  to  tea 
every  resouine  of  revenue^  should  lur  hemer  ^ 
ties  upon  importation  than  we  had  dose.  Thm 
was  no  part,  nowever^  of  their  system  of  oaM 
in  which  we  approaeiied  so  near  them  s  a  os 
duties  upon  commerce.  In  attempcmg  aaf  eoa 
parisoa  oetweea  their  duties  and  these  ef  tke  Uw* 
ted  Statet^  it  was  obviously  neeessaiyto  eoaailB 
the  difiference  of  our  circumstances. 

In  estimating  the  ]Hrotectk)n.afibidBd  toaaanaai 
manufactures  by  duties  upon  mofoMmf  k  was 
not  the  absolute  amount  of  dn^dbat  eoMtviBi  a 
protection  to  the  home  mannncarav  ia  tin  tax 
m  which  there  was  an  internal  dtty  upon  the  v- 
tide,  but  only  the  excess  of  the  ioragia  ovec  t^ 
internal  duty.    Thus  if,  in  178&,  QNCoie  t^  cob- 
mercial  treaty  between  France  aiMLl^B^Land^)  ^ 
duity  payable  upon  the  importatioa  a£  Ei^jbt 
hard w»re  into  France  had  been  Wypcrceiuv 
the  internal  tax  upon  French  haidmie.  if  ^ 
memory  did  not  gveatly  deceive  hkm,  wis  ster 
thirty  per  cent,  on  its  vahie-^the  trse  tmmi  sf 
the  protecting  daty  wottld  have  beoxbatvif! 
per  cent.    The  inquirer,  then,  who  slioidAviihv 
know  the  real  encoiyracenient  aflfordcil  br  Sasem 
dttties,  must  apply  to  ^1  of  them   the  cancel 
deduced  from  this  prinoiple;  and  it  would  p«^ 
Uy  reduce  many  or  them,  which  appeued  gRSSf 
to  exceed  our  own,  to  an  amoont  leas  thaa  vs 
exacted  even  under  the  present  law  in  the  U^ 
States. 

The  h%h  duties  of  European  natioos,  whentfi 
weie  not  counteracted  in  the  w»ifc»^fT  in  whck 
he  had  mentioned,  were  mitigated  by  another  cv 
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cumstanee;  wbich  should  not  be  negleeted  in  an 
estimate  or  their  burdens.  In  nations  of  the  same 
ag^e,  not  very^  unequal  in  the  density  of  population, 
and  in  their  improvement  in  the  arts,  it  trade  were 
perfectly  free,  a  large  proportion  of  tne  necessaries 
of  life,  including  nearly  all  the  coarser  manufac- 
tures, would  be  cheapest  at  home.  A  duty  upon 
these  would,  in  such  countries,  be  nearly  nominal. 
Among  the  European  nations,  too,  if  trade  were 
free,  the  whole  amount  of  importations  wo«dd  bear 
a  much  less  proportion  to  the  whole  income  of  the 
country  than  in  the  United  States.  He  supposed 
it  certain  that  the  importatioDs  of  England,  com- 
mercial  as  she  was,  were  not  half  as  great,  in  pio- 

S>rtioQ  to  her  income,  as  WBre  those  of  the  United 
tates  at  present ;  nor  were  oar  importations  now 
by  any  means  as  laif;e,  in  proportion  to  our  wealth, 
as  in  an  earlier  period  ofour  existence.  The  du- 
ties which  we  pay  now  would  have  been  intolera- 
ble forty  years  ago,  and  European  duties,  however 
high,  upon  the  articles  imported,  do  not  fall  heavily 
upon  the  subject,  because  those  articles  form  but  a 
small  part  of  his  expenses. 

If  he  did  not  exaggerate  the  deductions,  which 
the  considerations  which  he  had  mentioned  re- 
<;^uired  us  to  make  from  the  duties  of  foreign  na- 
tions, in  comparing  them  with  our  own,  he  be- 
lieved that  no  people  on  earth  would  be  found  to 
nay,  in  proportion  to  their  income,  so  large  a 
oounty  for  the  support  of  numufacturing  industry 
as  those  of  the  United  States,  He  had  not,  how- 
ever, had  time  to  examine  the  details  of  the  suh- 
ject  with  any  minuteness^ 

Ui^air  as  the  con^parison  between  the  duties  of 
foreign  nations  and  our  own  raiotl  be,  unless  the 
corrections  which  he  had  adverted  to  were  made, 
it  might  wdl  astonish  the  House  to  find  that  there 
were  many  articles,  and  important  ones  too,  our 
duties  on  which^  as  proposed  by  the  bill  before  the 
House,  might  vie  with  those  of  France  and  Eng- 
land, without  recurring  to  any  of  the  considera- 
tions of  whieh  he  had  spoken.  He  would  notice 
a  few  of  them. 

In  France,  machines  of  all  kinds,  inclndinff 
ploughs,  pay  fifteen  per  cent.;  by  the  proposed  bifi 
they  will  [jay  here  twenty  per  cent.  Wrought  an- 
chors pay  in  France  ten  francs  the  hundred  kilo- 
grammes ;  by  the  proposed  bill  they  will  pay  here 
$3  33  the  cwt. — ^more  than  three  times  the  French 
duty.  Hosiery  is  in  France  two  francs  the  kilo- 
gramme; by  the  proposed  bill  it  will  be  here  thir- 
ty-three per  cent. 

Whatever  may  be  the  disposition  of  England  to 
sustain  her  manufactures  by  protecting  duties,  she 
has  been  obligied  in  her  late  war  with  France  by 
necessity,  and  not  judgment,  for  the  support  of  her 
revenue,  and  not  her  industry,  to  make  these  duties 
still  higner  than  they  were  before.  But  our  man- 
ufacturers might  be  gratified  by  discovering  that 
some  of  the  duties  now  proposed  were  higher  even 
than  those  of  England.  The  sapenor  Uberality, 
at  least,  of  this  eoufttry  can  hardly  be  denied  by 
them.  EttglsFfid,  assisted  by  a  most  rigorous  sys- 
tem of  collection,  has  raised  her  duties,  from  the 
necessity  of  inoreasiBg  htt  r evense,  by  all  posnUe 
means.    The  Uniled  States  pfopose  to  raise  theirs 


with  the  just  conviction  that  they  will  impair  their 
revenue. 

In  England  the  duty  upon  cast  iron  is  £26  13  4, 
the  hundred  pounds  value ;  by  the  proposed  bill  it 
will  be  $1  50  the  cwt.;  (he  supposed  about  forty  or 
fifty  per  cent,  ad  valorem.)  Nankeen,  for  home 
consumption,  is,  in  England,  32^  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem. By  thepropos^  bill  it  wul  here  be  forty. 
Muslins  are  in  England  32^,  and  cottons,  not  enu- 
merated, sixty-two  per  cent.  By  the  proposed  bill  our 
duties  on  these  articles  will  be  from  40  to  130  per 
cent. 

Much  as  such  a  course  of  observation  had  been 
discountenanced,  he  must  now  advert  to  another 
topic.  What  were  the  duties  which  would  afibrd 
to  the  manufacturers  reasonable  wages  and  prof- 
its ?  If,  at  a  time  when  every  interest  in  the  State 
was  depressed,  it  was  right  that  all  the  rest  should 
contribute  to  the  support  of  one,  at  least  it  should 
be  only  to  its  necessary  and  reasonable  support. 
He  haa  before  spoken  of  the  evidence  laid  before 
the  House  in  1816.  That  evidence  had  led  Con- 
gress to  the  conclusion  that,  where  the  capital  was 
prudently  invested,  and  the  manufactory  conducted 
vrith  common  skill,  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  on  cot- 
ton and  woollen  manufactures  would  sufficiently 
protect  those  of  our  own  country.  But  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  times  now  make  the  duty  of 
25  per  cent,  much  more  efiectnal  than  it  has  hith- 
erto been.  The  appreciation  of  our  money  is,  in 
this  view,  all  important.  In  the  specific  duties 
this  is  obvious,  if,  for  instance,  the  duty  of  three 
cents  upon  the  pound  of  sugar  were  a  competent 
protection  four  years  ago,  the  advanced  value  of 
money,  of  which  the  same  nominal  amount  would 
produce  much  more  of  every  article  of  consump- 
tion, must  make  it  now  much  higher  than  is  ne- 
cessary. But  even  in  relation  to  the  articles  which 
pay  a  duty  on  their  value,  if  the  fall  in  the  value 
of  our  produce  be  greater  (as  it  certainly  is)  than 
in  the  articles  which  we  import  from  foreign  coun- 
tries ;  although  the  nominal  duty  be  unchanged. 
the  real  tax  is  mueh  larger  than  it  was.  We  still 
pay  six  and  a  quarter  cents  upon  a  yard  of  the 
coarsest  cotton ;  but  the  same  amount  will  pur- 
chase much  more  of  provisions  or  labor  than  it 
would  do  formerly.  The  duty,  then,  is  substan- 
tially increased ;  and  if  it  has  hitherto,  with  ex- 
aggerated prices  and  an  unsound  currency,  proved 
inadequate,  would  it  not  be  prudent,  now  that  a 
change  in  these  circumstances  ^ives  to  the  present 
tariff  its  fair  operation,  to  wait  the  result  of  that 
operation  ? 

The  depression  in  the  price  of  property  and 
labor  was  confined  to  no  section  of^  the  country, 
and  to  no  branch  of  business.  The  manufacturer, 
like  the  farmer,  should  estimate  his  profits,  not  on 
the  supposed  value  of  his  capital  four  years  ago, 
not  on  what  it  then  cost,  or  would  have  then  hav^e 
sold  for,  but  at  the  price  which  it  would  now  cost, 
or  would  now  sell  for.  Against  this  general  die- 
pression  we  could  not  indknnify  him^  but  there 
was  a  loss  peculiar  to  m«nufaetxirefs,  from  which 
no  Government  could  insure  them,  and  whieh 
mairr  of  them  felt  v«ry  severely  at  this  time. 
While  an  improvement  in  machmery  is  usefid  to 
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the  country  in  which  it  is  made,  its  immediate 
effect  is  oftengreatlv  to  impair  the  capital  of  man- 
ufacturers. The  old  machinery  must  he  aban- 
doned. What  relief  would  higher  duties  give  to 
the  owners  of  manufactories  which  had  not  adopt- 
ed the  improved  machinery  ?  It  might  encourage 
them  to  struggle  a  little  longer  witn  inferior  ma- 
chinery, but  without  permanent  benefit,  even  to 
themselves ;  it  must  produce  a  real  waste  of  the 
capital  and  labor  of  the  nation. 

Among  the  causes  which  at  this  moment  de- 
press the  manufacturing  industry  of  the  country, 
one  of  the  most  considerable  is  to  be  found  m 
that  general  diminution  of  income  which  affects 
the  demand  both  for  foreign  and  domestic  pro- 
ductions. The  carriage  makers,  for  instance,  suf- 
fer probably  as  much  from  want  of  employment 
as  any  other  class  of  manufacturers.  There  is 
here  no  foreign  competition.  It  is  a  distress  from 
which  our  tariff  can  give  no  relief.  On  the  con- 
trary, its  effect  must  he  by  increasing  the  expenses, 
and  diminbhing,  therefore,  the  clear  income  of 
the  community,  greatly  to  increase  the  difficulties 
of  those  classes  of  manufacturers  who  suffer  from 
a  diminished  demand. 

His  friends  who  had  preceded  him  had  referred 
to  instances  of  manufactories  which  were  pros- 

Serous  even  now,  when  every  other  industry  was 
epressed,  and  particularly  to  that  of  an  establish- 
ment (at  Waltham)  which  was  understood  to 
have  divided  12  per  cent,  and  reserved  a  consid- 
erable surplus.  The  Committee  of  Manufactures, 
in  declining  to  give  any  detailed  statements  upon 
the  subject,  haa  obliged  him  to  resort  to  the  sources 
of  information  whicli  were  within  his  reach.  He 
should  state  to  the  House  the  opinion  which  his 
inquiries  had  enabled  him  to  form,  and  he  should 
state  it  in  the  words  of  a  letter  written  by  a  man 
who  was  as  well  acquainted  with  the  subject  as 
any  other  in  the  United  States.  [Mr.  Baldwin 
asked  the  name  of  the  writer,  which  Mr.  L.  de- 
clined to  give :] 

<*  Many  manufiictarers  have  been  rained,  and  many 
others  lost  money ;  bat  very  little  reflection  and  in- 
qairy  will  make  the  cause  evident.  Perhaps  the  busi- 
ness has  been  condacted  to  the  best  advantage,  when, 
in  addition  to  the  want  of  capital  and  experience,  is 
addea  that  of  incorporated  companies,  where  the  prin- 
cipal meaning  of  the  charter  is  to  exonerate  eadi 
holder  of  the  stock,  as  well  as  the  president,  director, 
and  agents,  from  individual  responsibility  for  any 
debts  due  from  the  company.  Conseqaently,  in  all 
pnrchases  £>r  the  establishment,  the  agent  would  be 
obliged  to  give  at  least  ten  per  cenL  more  than  the 
individaalB  coald  purchase  it  on  their  own  respon- 
sibility. 

**  Bat  perhaps  a  greater  cause  of  loss  may  be  in  the 
general  fall  in  price  of  every  article  used  by  manufac- 
turers, and  in  all  kinds  of  mannfactared  goods,  whe- 
ther foreign  or  homemade,  and  also  in  the  price  of 
labor  and  improvement  in  machinery,  compelling  those 
that  did  not  sell  immediately  on  the  goods  being  fin- 
iahed,  to  make  heavy  losses,  for  we  sappose  it  is  ad- 
mitted that  the  cost  of  making  any  goods  of  which 
oolton  or  wool  is  the  article  of  chief  valae^  is  not 
more  than  half  the  cost  of  making  the  same  goods  in 
1816." 


**  In  order  more  deaiiy  to  show  the 
not  immediately  seUing,  we  giie  the  foUo«iB| 
pie  arising  in  our  own  basioess:  We  luppiji 
of  candlewick  with  cotton,  and  kU  ill  tiv 
makes ;  and,  during  the  year  1818,  the  baialih 
ing  been  good  for  many  yean,  he,withQafl. 
gaged  in  the  same  bosiness,  hu  accomoUiEigji. 
siderable  quantity  on  hand,  which,  duriii{itv 
1618,  had  been  worth  from  five  to  fifty-five  (&« 
pound,  when  the  raw  material  of  ootbniMiit 
firom  thirty  to  thirty-three  cents,  ptyioi  the  fir 
an  average  of  twenty  cents  the  poeod  khitt 
and  expenses;  but,  on  the  1ft  of  Aopukk 
same  kmd  of  cotton  ooold  bepoidiiNdiiibaui 
at  fifteen  cents  the  ponndj^andthepnaifAtrt 
had  fallen  so  low  as  thirty-one  eeBti,bi(j«(K>V 
stzteen  cents  for  the  labor  andcxpeaaiktv 
are  convinced,  is  a  profitable  basHa  Btut,i 
the  1st  of  August  last  year,  he  cooi^ifinlsirrii 
wick  at  what  the  cotton  of  his  1818  tick Mt^iaiK 
at  the  time  we  were  selling  lus  aeisidtvici  i(  i 
profit,  thst  made  the  year  before  ntKNi^il* 
of  the  whole  cost  of  making;  aDdaiij«!«^'I 
American  goods  have  fallen  inoeuijl^asep 
portion  from  the  same  caase,  indnoertiEps^ 
from  other  causes ;  for  instance,  we  iopp«t^p« 
of  weaving  is  not  at  this  time  moretbiiitifv^ 
as  it  was  in  1816,  owing  to  theiotrodBCtiflarfp* 
looms  and  the  general  low  price  of  iiviog- 

"Next,  let  us  examine  the  coetof fef.»»«- 
American  brown  shirtings,  three^MrteBsfiwJ 
wide,  (which  may  be  considered  ihttiM^si^ 
can  cotton  goods,)  say  the  premt  pw* ^P" 
sixteen  cents,  that  will  make  four  ytnb  «»^ 
Twelve  cents  for  spinning  the  sune;  ^<^ 
weaving  ibar  yuds,  at  two  cents  per  V^^'z 
for  all  other  ezpenaes,  say  emwmsm,b»F>Z 
ages,  padukgee,  Ac.  Added,  is  My  c^'J"  f? 
four  yards,  equal  to  ten  cento  •^^M'^T'j^ 
same  goods  are  now  worth  from  twelve  tttxt 

a  half  oenU  the  yard  cash,  at »«««»»» l"*^* J! 
to  the  manufacturer  of  at  let«tt»"?P*f^ 
and  when  we  reflect  that  the  coineit  IJ[J*f  ^ 
goods  of  the  same  size  cannot  be  ispaw' 
paying  duty  at  the  rate  of  six  ^}f^!li,d 
yard,  equal  to  $4  68j  cento, or witw^'L gj^t 
a  half  cenU  of  the  whole  cost  afv^^J' 


piece  of  goods ;  hence  we  must  **""^^  («  ^ 
competition  is  very  much  <>"^°^*f,^^foolk: 
lowest  rate  of  duty  on  any  k^"^.  ''^\y,tfnn 
goods  (made  to  any  extent  in  *^'*  yJ'attkiFtf 
seven  and  a  half  per  centum  on  the  n» 
ofmanufiMStory.  ^^ 

«*  We  do  believe  that  manufaclunnjwTi ^ 
well  conducted,  and  the  goods  ^^^^vt^ 
auction,  have  averaged  a  profit  of «  ^^^^ 
centum  during  the  last  two  T**'*' Jjurtfai? 
time,  imported  cottmi  and  woollen  good' 
a  loss  of  at  least  fifteen  per  centoffl* 

Mr.  Lowndes  said,  that  he  would  ap^ 
as  to  the  degree  of  additional  encourago" 
was  requirSi  by  our  manufactories. 

But  he  had  a  few  obser?atiow  to  i^^^ 
the  principles'which  appeared  to  haw^  ^ 
in  the  tar&  proposed  by  the  ConuBitteew 
factures.  .       ,     r  ibese 

Among  the  most  ohfecU<mokl''  ^^ 
what  he  considered  as  the  proecripW 
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India  trade,  the  principal  articles  afforded  by  which 
were  subjected  to  a  duty  of  forty  per  cent. 

The  ffroond  of  this  proscription  was,  that  the 
East  Indies  took  from  ns  scarcely  any  article  of 
our  produce. 

lie  had  occasion  on  a  former  day  to  advert  to 
one  of  the  most  interesting  branches  of  this  trade — 
to  that  in  which  neither  specie  nor  produce  was 
exported,  but  in  which  the  enterprise  and  industry 
of  our  seamen  formed  the  capital  which  a  harsh, 
and,  he  thought,  a  mistaken  policy  would  condemn 
to  inactivity.  They  took  nothing  from  your  coun- 
try ;  but  they  ezidored  the  most  distant  seas — they 
climbed  almost  inaccessible  rocks — they  pursued 
their  hardy  and  dangerous  employment  between 
the  ports  of  savage  nations,  and  earned  by  their 
freignts  a  capital  which  fortune  had  not  given 
them.  You  would  encourage  manufacturing  in- 
dustry because  it  was  productive ;  but  the  industry 
of  the  brave  men  of  whom  he  spoke  created  the  capi- 
tal which  Uiey  brought  back  to  our  country.  They 
did  not  twirl  the  spindle,  or  fling  the  shuttle ;  but 
when  they  brought  home  a  cargo  of  India  fabrics, 
(peculiarljr  suit^  to  the  wants  of  the  poorest  class 
of  our  society,)  was  their  industry  less  worthy  of 
encouragement,  because  they  had  made  these  fab- 
rics on  tempestuous  seas,  or  because,  in  pursuing 
their  own  interests,  they  acquired  and  perfected 
the  naval  excellence  which  made  them  our  pride 
and  our  defence  1  We  gave  them  the  hospitality 
of  our  ports ;  they  might  take  in  wood  and  water, 
and  sail  in  search  of  some  strange  land,  from 
which  these  products  of  American  industry  are 
not  yet  excluded !  The  policy  appeared  to  him 
unjust  and  cruel. 

But  the  other  branches  of  the  East  Indian  trade 
merited  encouragement  rather  than  prohibition. 
He  had  already  spoken  of  the  fallacy  which  rep- 
resented a  trade  to  be  injurious,  in  which  the  im- 
ports exceeded  the  exports;  and  the  East  Indian 
trade  furnished  a  good  illustration  of  the  fallacy. 
It  takes,  if  you  please,  nothing  of  domestic  pro- 
duce from  us ;  it  gave  to  the  consumption  of  the 
country,  in  the  year  when  he  had  last  examined 
the  subject,  an  amount  of  goods  to  the  value  of 
five  millions.  How  were  these  goods  paid  for  1 
Specie  had  undoubtedly  been  shipped  both  from 
America  and  Europe  for  their  purchase.  But  our 
sales  of  East  India  articles  in  foreign  countries 
had  exceeded  the  amount  of  our  purchases  in  India. 
Five  million  of  goods  then  consumed  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  were  paid  for  by  die  mere  profits  of  the 
trade.  Three  thousand  seamen,  supported  by  the 
requisite  capital,  added  in  one  year  five  millions 
to  the  clear  amount  of  national  income.  There 
was  no  exportation  of  our  produce  to  pay  for  these 
fabrics,  because  they  were  paid  for  already ;  they 
were  tne  acquisitions  of  American  industiy. 

He  would  not  detain  the  House  by  talking  of 
the  injury  which  the  Indian  trade  was  supposed 
to  do  us  by  draining  our  specie.  How  the  pur- 
chase of  merchandise,  either  in  India  or  anywnere 
else,  of  which  we  kept  the  part  that  we  wanted, 
and  sold  the  remainder  for  more  than  we  gave 
for  the  whole,  could  lessen  the  specie  which  we 
retained,  it  would  be  a  little  difficult  to  explain. 


Another  characteristic  of  the  proposed  tariff, 
IS  its  raisinflr  the  duty  on  articles  which  had 
heea  lowered  in  the  act  of  1816,  because  from 
their  small  bulk,  in  proportion  to  their  valu&  it 
had  been  found  inpracticable  to  prevent  their  oe- 
ing  smuggled  into  the  country.  Watches,  jew- 
elry, and  laces,  had.  among  other  articles,  wen 
reduced  to  seven  and  a  half  per  cent  The  reduc- 
tion had  been  proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  adopted  by  the  House  on  this  ground. 
Had  any  examination  into  the  fact  been  made  by 
the  Conmiittee  of  Manufactures  1  They  had  raised 
other  articles  also  which  were  known  even  at  the 
present  duties  to  have  been  introduced  clandes- 
tinely— for  instance,  coffee  from  five  to  six  cents, 
segars,  from  $2  50  to  $5.  A  large  class  of  arti- 
cles, of  which  the  supply  is  almost  exclusively 
afforded  by  the  industry  of  the  country,  and  on 
which  an  increased  duty  if  it  have  any  effect  at 
all  can  only  have  that  of  unnecessarily  increasing 
the  price,  is  taxed  in  the  proposed  tariff  consider- 
ably higher  than  now.  Thus,  carria^  and  fur- 
niture are  raised  from  thirty  to  thirty-nve  per  cent. ; 
boots  from  $1  50  to  $2 ;  candles  from  three  to 
five  cents ;  molasses  from  five  to  ten  cents ;  naib 
from  four  to  five ;  soap  from  three  to  four ;  brown 
sugar  from  three  jto  four.  He  might  make  the  list 
much  longer. 

It  might  have  been  expected  that  articles  essen- 
tial to  the  equipment  of  ships  would  have  been 
protected  from  an  increase  of  duties  by  a  double 
motive.  As  materials  of  our  most  important  man- 
ufacture, they  were  entitled  to  the  favor  of  the 
conunittee ;  but  there  was  in  re^rd  to  some  of 
them  another  reason  for  light  duties — that  it  was 
necessary  to  prevent  the  practice  of  ships  being 
sent  out  imperfectly  equipped  and  completing  their 
equipment  m  foreign  ports.  Even  under  the  pre- 
sent duties  this  was  sometimes  done.  The  com- 
mittee, however,  had  disregarded  both  these  consid- 
erations. As  instances  o?  this,  iron  in  bars  was 
raised  from  seventy-five  cents,  to  $1  25;  iron 
spikes  from  three  to  four ;  hemp  from  $1  50  to 

!^2  50 ;  tarred  cables  and  cordaee  from  three  to 
bur.  The  tendency  of  the  wh(ue  system  to  dis- 
courage our  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and 
by  mudng  returns  more  difiicult  to  sink  yet  lower 
the  price  of  every  article  of  our  produce,  could 
not  be  disguised.  He  would  not  enlarge  upon  it ; 
but  he  could  not  sit  down  without  adverting  to  a 
consideration  on  which  the  House  could  not  reflect 
too  seriously. 

The  best  security  for  the  fair  collection  of  the 
revenue  was  to  be  found  in  the  force  of  public 
opinion.  The  activity  of  our  little  Navy,  if  it 
were  to  be  employed  in  such  a  service,  would  fur- 
nish but  a  poor  substitute  for  it.  In  the  fair  col- 
lection of  the  public  revenue  the  interests  as  well 
as  the  principles  of  our  citizens  co-operated  with 
the  efforts  of  the  Greneral  Government  They 
knew  that  they  must  contribute  to  the  support  cif 
that  Government,  and  the  impost  was  the  easieat 
mode  of  contribution ;  to  evade  it  was  to  defraud 
the  Government  of  its  dues,  and  to  expose  them- 
selves to  the  necessity  of  a  much  more  inconve- 
nient contribution.    But  could  it  be  expected  when 
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the  object  of  duties  was  not  to  obtain  revenue,  but 
to  aifaaace  the  profits  of  a  particular  class  of  so- 
ciety, that  the  same  scruples  would  prevail  univer- 
Bally  ?  In  purchasing  an  article  intended  to  be 
pronibited,  the  loss  would  fall  upon  the  manufoc- 
turer,  who  might  be  considered  as  the  object  of 
unjust  and  inordinate  faror,  rather  than  upon  the 
rerenue.  The  law  ought  to  be  obeyed  because 
it  was  the  law.  But  for  himself  he  had  no  hesi^ 
tation  in  expressing  the  opinion  that  the  present 
duties,  enforced  as  they  were  by  a  general  appro- 
bation of  their  objects,  furnished  a  much  better 
encouragement  to  the  manufacturer  than  higher 
duties  which  should  be  beliered  by  half  the  nation 
to  be  partial  and  unjust. 

Mr.  L.  said  that  he  knew  he  had  trespassed 
quite  unreasonably  upon  the  time  of  the  House, 
but  he  bdiered  the  bul  under  consideration  to  be 
injurious  to  the  Government,  oppressive  to  the 
people^  and  dangerous  to  the  stability  of  manu- 
facturing industry. 

Mr.  Baldwin  replied  to  Mr.  Lowndes  and  others. 

Mr.  Foot  observed,  having  spent  the  whole  of 
his  life  in  commercial  and  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  being  a  practical  friend  to  domestic  manufac- 
tures, he  fdt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  state  the  reasons 
whicn  induced  him  to  move  the  postponement  of 
this  bill  to  the  first  day  of  next  session. 

Sir,  this  subject  is  not  only^  very  important,  but 
very  intricate,  involving  the  interest  of  every  por- 
tion of  the  community.  A  radical  or  very  mate- 
rial alteration  of  a  commercial  tariff  must  of  neces- 
sity produce  a  sensible  shock  in  every  communitv. 
It  ought  never  to  be  adopted  without  much  delio- 
eration,  and  a  careful  attention  to  its  effects  upon 
the  several  interests  which  must  of  necessity  be 
affected  bv  any  change  in  the  system. 

If  the  Committee  of  Manufactures  had  confined 
their  attention  to  the  several  articles  of  foreign 
manufacture  which  interfere  with  our  domestic 
manufactures  alone,  the  bill  would  have  received 
vvf  vole  without  any  hesitation.  But,  sir,  when 
it  is  proposed  to  alter  the  whole  system,  ostensibly 
for  the  enoeuragement  of  American  manufactu- 
rers, and  propK)ses,  among  the  first  articles,  to  im- 
pose an  additional  duty  of  6^  per  centum  on  the. 
dyinj^  materials  essential  to  our  own  manufacture, 
and  increases  the  duty  on  the  most  necessary  arti- 
cles, while  it  reduces  the  duty  on  wines  and  luxu- 
ries; and  when  we  are  told  by  the  Chairman  that 
our  system  of  revenue  from  imports  is  rotten,  and 
that  our  dependence  on  commerce  as  a  source  of 
revenue  must  be  abandoned, — sir,  I  think  we  should 
pause  before  we  rashly  adcmt  a  measure  calculated 
—-yes,  sir,  and  even  arowed  as  a  measur&^^o  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  many  articles  from  which 
most  of  our  revenue  has  always  been  (A)tained,  to 
the  amount  of  more  than  three  himdred  millions 
of  dotlars;  and  when  we  have  been  also  sarcasti- 
cally threatened,  that  if  we  complained  of  a  duty 
often  cents  on  a  gallon  of  molasses,  because  of  its 
unequal  and  partial  operation  upon  the  interests  of 
our  convtituentSj  that  fiAeen  cents  should  be  im- 
posed. 9ir,  I  think  the  system,  as  well  as  the  views 
of  those  who  advocate  it,  uemand  our  serious 
attention. 


Sir,  genllemen  declare  this  meanue  Ins  % 
requested  by  the  merchants  of  oar  eooBtrr  .1 
that  the  agriciritural  interest  does  not  ol^Ktc 
If,  sir,  the  commercial  and  agfrici:dtiml  iaaei?  \ 
this  country  had  as  many  RepresentatiftsiiS 
floor  as  there  are  gentlemen  of  cm  pn^9^  n 
Congress,  you  would  hear  their  Toice  ia  "iik> 
thund^"  against  the  fnssage  of  this  bill.  V« 
they  consent  to  pay  direct  taxes  to  the  asm 
twenty  millions  of  doUaxs  aaaoally  ?    ^umi 
pay  your  additional  duties  7     "Plie  coiwan  jl 
will  acknowledfle:  and  it  has  been  truly  slv 
the  acricukumr  interest  compoacs  niaeia&* 
the  whole  population.    If  gantleaMn  whc  so  ik 
uously  advocate  this  biU  would  cneouvaoe  iLv- 
tic  manuilMtures,  by  usin^   tbcm  ia  d^  bfn 
rather  than  those  very  articles  K^iospga  snaitt 
ture  which  have  drivoa  the  kmaiM  manske 
turer  to  ruin.  sir.  you  would  ifivrf  l&ea  skt 
efficient  aid  tnan  oy  any  leg^slamtynrisiDiK 

Sir,  it  is  with  a  view  of  aflbrdia^l&  tbeaevV: 
are  interested  in  this  subject  an  opfntB&ityuiV 
heard,  and  for  a  fair  investigation  di  the  i&er^ : 
this  bill,  (which  has  been  before  tbe  pohLf  ^ 
about  one  week ;)  and  as  at  this  late  penorfjr:v 
session  there  is  not  sufficient  time  10  4^  a^ 
mature  a  proper  system ;  and  with  a  ftfi  etsv 
tion  that  this  bill  will  not  aid  die  uMBiifcfg 
but  will  materially  injure  the  two  great  ivBt 
of  agriculture  and  commereey  and  mas  asi^ 
affect  the  revenue  of  the  conntry, — ^dat  ii  bd- 
tion  is  made.  And  I  do  hope  gentiemea  vi  m- 
sent  to  its  postponement  until  the  neitsesiEa 

I  presume  a  large  majority  of  tMs  fisar  *!- 
support  the  bill  for  laying  duties  ^tivHe^^at 
tion,  which,  in  my  opiuon,  iviU  idiarieNiQL 
encouraffement  to  the  manolacUiriag  wasky^ 
the  regular  merclmnt,  without  any  rasisBl  ii]? 
to  any  portion  of  the  country. 

But,  sir.  I  am  not  prepared  to  gire  jpy  r^itf  e 
iavor  of  this  bill,  which  will,  in  aycpHOL  a8- 
terially  aflbct  the  interests  of  the  j^iieatoaa/an: 
commercial  portion  of  the  Eastotn  xfM  ^  ^ 
Union,  by  its  unequal  operatioa  wfsm  ^  £afr 
India  trade,  with  but  a  doubtltf  fro^pertof  beacfit 
to  the  manufacturer. 

It  is  acknowledged  that  a  geaenl  emVuiar 
ment  pervades  every  class  of  an  eiliaenft.  R^ 
peated  calls  have  been  made  upon  this  Coauu^ 
for  information  respecting  the  real  sitaatioB  of » 
manufactuiviS)  and  what  encoaiaMnent  it  wps: 
be  proper  to  give  them.  These  calls  have  bee:  sr 
with  me  assurance  that  this  bill  is  descpiifo: 
the  benefit  of  the  community  at  large,  m^}'- 
the  maaufactBrev.  Sir.  as  I  haye  bat  kE«  hi^- 
in  the  efficacy  of  this  bul  to  aAffd  aid  tsnv  |b: 
ticular  class,  or  the  whol^  and  as  partieo^n'^ 
of  the  state  of  manufactures  are  re<|ttifed  t:  * 
made  by  the  census  bill,  it  would  seem  at  Ica^ 
an  act  of  ordinary  prudence  to  postpone  tti'  ^ 
ject  until  these  returns  are  received. 

Mr.  SiLsneB,  of  Massachusetts^  made  a  f**' 
marks  in  ref^  to  Mr.  BALnwiiv ;  whesi— . 

Mr.  Simtma  moved  that  the  bill  and  iSf^' 
ments  be  postponed  until  the  fint  day  of  tk?' 
session.     In  favor  of  which  motioB,    Mr.  B- 
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DIN  withdrew  his  motson  for  indefinite  postpone- 
ment. 

Mr.  Pabkeb,  of  Virginia,  then  demanded  the 
pfreviovs  question,  but  tke  call  was  not  sustained 
vf  a  majoritjr  of  the  House. 

The  question  was  then,  about  six  o'clock,  taken 
on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  until  the  first 
day  of  the  next  session,  and  was  decided  in  the 
negative,  by  the  following  rote : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tennes- 
see, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia, 
Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Brevard,  Biyan,  Bufiom,  Bar- 
ton, BurweU,  Bailer  of  New  Hampshire,  Boiler  of 
Loaistana,  Gannon,  Ciagett,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts, 
Crawford,  CroweiJ,  CaJpeper,  Cnshman,  Cothberi, 
Davidson,  Earle,  Bdwards  of  North  Carolina,  Fisher, 
Floyd,  Foot,  Fuller,  Gameit,  Hall  of  North  Carolina, 
Hardin,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Vtr- 

S'nia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  LWermore,  Lowndes, 
cOoy,  McCrearj,  Mallary,  Mercer,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Orerstreet,  Parker 
of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Plamer,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea, 
Richards,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Settle,  Silsbee,  Simkins, 
Slocumb,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Strong  of  Vermont,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Tacker 
of  Vifgtnia,  Tacker  of  South  Canriina,  Tyler,  Upham, 
Walker,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Virginis,  and  Wil- 
liams of  North  Carolina — 79. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  N.  Y.,  Baker,  Bald- 
win, Bateman,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brown, 
Brush,  Campbell,  Case,  Clafk,  Cook,  Cuibreth,  Dar- 
lington, DennisoD,  Dewiit,  Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of 
Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  £rvin,  Folger, 
Ford,  Forrest,  Follerton,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross 
of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hall  of  Delaware,  Hasard,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Her- 
lick,  Hibshman,  Heister,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kinsey, 
Kinsley,  Little,  Linn,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentacky,  Marchand,  Mason, 
Meigs,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton, 
Moseley,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massachusetts, 
Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Rich,  Richmond, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Ross,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shaw, 
Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Soudi- 
ard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr, 
Taylor,  Tomlinaon»  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Van 
Ren«selaer,  Wallaee^  Wendover,  and  Woodk-82. 

The  amendments  reported  firom  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to  the  said  bill,  were  then  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Nelson^  of  Massachusetts,  moved  further 
to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding  to  the  end  of  the  first 
section  the  following  provbo : 

^*  Provided,  That  no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
which  shall  be  imported  into  the  United  States,  on  or 
before  the  dOth  day  of  AprU,  18B1,  if  from  places  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  or,  on  or  beibfo  the 
31»t  day  of  October  next,  if  from  places  not  situated 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  vessels  that  sailed 
from  the  United  States  before  the  passsge  of  this  act, 
shall  be  sabjected  to  any  higher  duty  than  is  required 
by  laws  now  in  force." 

Andy  on  the  question  to  agree  to  amend  by  ad- 
ding the  said  proviso,  it  was  determined  in  the 
nq^tire 

Sir.  SiLBBBB  mored  farther  to  amend  the  said 
bSi,  by  Atrikling  oat  the  word  '<  Jane,"  in  the  tfakd 


line  of  the  printed  bill,  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  in- 
sert <<  September,"  so  as  that  the  said  bill  com- 
mence and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  30th  day 
of  September,  1820,  instead  of  the  30th  of  June, 
1830. 

This  motion  was  rejected  by  the  House. 

Mr.  EowARDs,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved 
further  to  amend  the  bill,  by  reducing  the  duty  on 
salt  imported,  from  twenty-five  cents  per  bushel  to 
twenty  cents  per  bushel. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered  on  this  ques- 
tion, Mr.  MxTCALP  moved  the  previous  question^ 
(the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  decide  forthwith 
the  main  qtiestion,  viz.  the  engrossment  of  the 
bOl  for  a  third  reading ;)  but  the  call  was  nega- 
tived—71  to  eo. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  reducing  the 
salt  duty,  aud  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas 
and  nays—For  the  amendment  93,  against  it  71, 
as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  AUen  of  Ten* 
nsasee,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  BaU, 
Barbour,  Bayly,  Buffiun,  Burwell,  Butler  of  New 
Hampshire,  Gannon,  Ciagett,  Cobb,  Crafts,  Ciawlbrd, 
CrowsU,  Culbreib,  Cnlpcner,  Cushman,  Oolhbcrt, 
Davidson,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Conneelieut,  Ed* 
Wards  of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  oi  North  Oaielitt% 
Fiaher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Foiveet,  Fuller,  Futtsrion,  Oar- 
nett.  Hall  of  Delaware^  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Has* 
ard,  Hemphill,  Hihahman,  Heister,  Hill«  Holmes^ 
Hoofas  Johasoa,  Jones  of  Virgiua,  Kaadall,  VsnU 
Kinsley,  Linn,  Livsrmore,  McCoy,  McOreaiy,  Mai* 
lary.  Mason,  Mercer,  Morton,  Moseley,  Ncals,  Nelson 
of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Yirgiaia,  Oversireet,  Par* 
ker  of  Massachusetts,  Phelps,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Rogers,  Ross,  Sampson,  8er« 
geant,  Settle,  -Silsbee,  Simkins,  Slocumb,  B.  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Southard,  Strong 
of  Vermont,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Tomliason,  Tomp- 
kins, Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Uphun,  Whitman,  WiUiams  of  Viigima,  Wil* 
liaras  of  North  Caroitna,  and  Wood. 

NATS-^-Messrs.  Allen  of  New  York,  Anderson,  Ba^ 
ker,  Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beecher,  BkMmfiold,  Bodeo» 
Brown,  Brush,  Biyan,  BntlerofLoaiiiana,  Campbell, 
Case,  Clark,  Cocke,  Cook,  Dsrlingion,  Denaisout 
Dewitt,  Dowse,  Folger,  Ford,  Gross  of  New  Yorkt 
Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of 
New  York,  Hardin,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hostetter, 
Jones  of  Tenn.,  Kinsey,  Little,  Lowndes,  Lyman, 
Maday,  McLanoof  Delawaro,  McLean  of  Kentucky, 
Marchand,  Meigs,  Metoalf,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Me* 
nell,  Murray,  Newioo,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Patterson, 
Philson,  Pitcher,  Richmond,  Robertson,  Ross,  Saw- 
yer, Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Tarr,  Taylor,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wal- 
lace, and  Wendover, 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  reducing  the  duty  on  imported  molas- 
ses from  "ten"  cents  to  ^^y^^^  cents  a  gallon; 
on  which  motion  the  yeas  and  navs  were  ordered* 

Mr.  Parkbr,  perceiving  that  all  the  amend- 
ments which  had  been  discussed  and  rejected  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  would  probably  be  again 
offered,  and  the  time  of  the  JEtouae  oconpiM  in 
the  tedious  process  of  deciding  them  again,  hi 
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yeas  and  nays,  moved  again  for  the  previoas 
qaestion. 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  was  sus- 
tained by  a  vote  of  86  to  62 ;  and  the  previous 
question,  "  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put  ?" 
was  stated  accordingly,  and  was  decided,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  in  the  affirmative — ayes  92,  noes  71,  as 
follows: 

Ybai — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  New 
York,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Ar- 
cher of  Virginia,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Beeeher,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Brown,  Brush,  Bryan, 
Barton,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Gannon, 
Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Dar- 
lington, Davidson,  Dewitt,  Dowse,  Earle,  Ervin,  Fish- 
er, Floyd,  Folger,  Ford,  Gamett,  Gross  of  New  York, 
Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Gayon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New 
York,  Hall  of  Del.,  Hendricks,  Hibshman,  Hooks, 
Hostetter,  Kent,  Kinsey,  LitUe,  Lowndes,  Lyman, 
McCoy,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Marcband,  Mason, 
Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  Monell,  Murray,  Parker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Rankin, 
Rhea,  Rich,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Settle,  Sloan, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Stevens,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont, 
Tarry  Taylor,  Terrell,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace, 
Wendover,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Bateman,  Bay- 
ly, Buffom,  Bttiwell,  Botler  of  New  Hampshire, 
Case,  Clagett,  Crafts,  Culbretb,  Culpeper,  Cushman, 
Cuthbert,  Dennison,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Foot,  Forrest,  Fuller,  FoUerton,  Hall  of  North 
Carolina,  Hardin,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Heister,  Hill, 
Holmes,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Linn, 
Livermore,  Maclay,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Dela- 
ware, Mailaiy,  Meigs,  Mercer,  S.  Moore,  Morton, 
Moseley,  Neate,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Newton, 
Overstreet,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Plumer,  Reed, 
Robertson,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shaw, 
Silsbee,  Simkins,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard,  Storrs, 
Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingen,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Upham,  Whitman,  Williams  of 
Virginia,  and  Wood. 

The  said  main  question  was  then  put,  to  wit : 
Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time? 
and  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  90,  nays  69, 
as  follows : 

YxAji — Messrs.  Adama»  Allen  of  New  York,  Baker» 
Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,Boden,  Brown, 
Brush,  Campbell,  Case,  Claik,  Cook,  Darlington, 
Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Con- 
necticut, Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ervin,  Fay,  Fol- 
ger, Ford,  Forrest,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of 
Pennsylvania,  Ggyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hall  of  Delaware,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Her- 
rick,  Hibshman,  Heister,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kinsey, 
Kinsley,  Little,  Lino,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Marchand,  Mason, 
Meigs,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton, 
Moseley,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massachusetts, 
Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Rich,  Richmond, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shaw, 
Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Southard,  Stevens,  Stom, 
Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomtin- 
son,  ToDipldns,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Van  Rensselaer, 
Wallace,  Wendover,  and  Wood. 


Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  Tnc«s^ 
Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Tur^z^ 
Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Bryan,  Boffam,  Buae.  £^ 
well,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  BaUerof  hmsss^ 
Cannon,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Cocke,  CmlUr  Cnmiafi\ 
Crowell,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Coshmen,  Ci^teft 
Davidson,  Earle,  Edwards  of  N.  C^  Fishs,  T£^6^ 
Foot,  Fullerton.  Hall  of  North  CaroUna.  Eciiij 
Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  oiTtaaem^ 
Kent,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  MeCreer.  Ihl 
lary,  Mercer,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Mmamrndtaana^Ofc^ 
street,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Plumer.  Rankk  leri| 
Rhea,  Robertson,  Settle,  Silsbee,  Simkins^  Sbaeb; 
B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolifia,S«M^ 
ingen,  Terrell,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tacker  of  Ssst 
Carolina,  Tyler,  Whitman,  WilKams  of  Yii^zk 
and  Williams  of  North  CaroHna. 

The  House  then  (having  rejected  ten  or  tpnetr- 
previous  motions  to  adjourn,  at  rarioas  stages  c 
the  evening  proceeding)  adjooxaed  betirfioi  T 
and  8  o'clock,  after  a  sitting  of  aoie  thaa  mue 
hours. 


Saturday,  April  29. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  fronn  tbe  Q^sa&i» 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  itlie 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  Conrad  Lai^  ^ 
ceased ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  esmminei  & 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McCoT  moved  that  the  Hoisedvcov pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  bill  from  the  Seaate,  stided 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Pitarirbck 
motion  was  rejected  by  the  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Soss?  in  dk 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  benedBt  of  C^rsto^^? 
Miller,"  was  read,  and  concurred  in  bfik  House. 

The  House  took  up  the  amendment  of  ^  ^^ 
ate  to  the  bill  concerning  the  banks  ol  ik  1)> 
trict  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Mercer  moved  that  the  House  disagree  ^ 
the  amendment;  which  motion  was  negatirei, 
and  then  the  House  agreed  to  the  amoidmciii  d 
the  Senate  without  a  ^vision. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ^jv^dag  eatMm  pr- 
ileges  to  the  Ocean  Steamship  Oooipuy,  of  New 
York,  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  was  opposed  by  jilr.  McLkax,  of  Kefr 
tucky,  who  moved  to  recomnut  the  bii^l,  vA  b 
Mr.  FooT^  and  was  supported  by  Messn.  Gbo8& 
of  New  York,  and  Newton  ;  and  aitet  somen^ 
marks  from  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  whowia^ 
further  time  to  examine  the  bill;  it  wasFKoa- 
mitted.  ^^ 

THE  NAVY. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  iqk,%^ 
said  he  should  take  the  liberty  to  sulmaitDt^ 
House  several  propositions  gro'wing  om  of  ^ 
vote  last  evening  on  the  tariff  hill.  If  ilat^ 
passed  into  a  law,  of  which  he  thought  there  r. 
little  doubt,  since  the  vote  had  been  taken,  a^ 
ical,  a  total  change  would  be  effected  in  tbe<'' 
tern  of  policy  heretofore  pursued.  It  apper  - 
me,  sir,  that  we  have  been  happy,  that  wrft^^ 
flourished,  in  a  pre-eminent  deg^ree,  under  lix^t 
erationa  of  the  system  so  much  rqxolHtted  bf  a^ 


2U1 


HISTORY  OF  OONaBISSB. 


2142 


April,  1820. 


The  Navy, 


H.orR. 


friends  of  the  new  tariff.  In  lien  of  a  tax  on 
consumptions,  we  must,  it  seems,  now  resort  to  a 
system  of  internal  taxation.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylrania.  (Mr.  Baldwin,)  under  whose  aus- 
pices this  bill  was  ushered  into  the  House,  and 
carried  through  with  a  triumphant  majority,  had 
always  been  favorable,  if  he  was  not  mistaken,  to 
a  system  of  internal  taxation.  That  gentleman 
voted  against  the  repeal  of  the  internal  duties, 
when  a  longer  contmuance  of  them  was  mani- 
festly unnecessary,  and  when  the  President  had 
recommended  their  abolition.  But  without  the 
former  votes  of  the  ^^entleman,  the  whole  of  his 
present  project  is  evidence  unequivocal  to  my 
mind  that  ne  wishes  to  re-establish  a  system  of 
internal  taxation. 

The  gentleman  had  distinctly  said  that  the 
system  of  revenue  which  was  now  in  operation 
had  been  tried;  that  it  had  failed;  and  that  we 
must  chan^  it.  Mr.  W.  said  he  was  not  dis- 
posed to  thmk  or  to  act  with  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania;  that  he  denied  to  the  gentleman 
the  force  of  his  argument,  founded  upon  the  inad- 
equacy^ of  our  present  system.  But  admitting  it 
to  be  madequate,  Mr.  W.  denied  the  propriety  or 
policv  of  such  a  remedy  as  that  gentleman  pro- 
posed. Sir,  said  he,  what  is  the  r^  cause  of  the 
deficit  in  the  revenue  ?  Is  the  deficiency  owinff 
to  any  fault  in  the  system  itself,  or  does  it  proceed 
from  the  enormous  expenditures  of  money?  I 
say  it  boldly,  and  without  fea^  of  contradiction, 
that  the  be^gEured  condition  of  the  Treasury  arises 
from  the  unproper  expenditures  of  money,  and 
not  from  any  fault  in  tne  revenue  system.  The 
friends  of  the  present  revenue  system  have  not 
been  disappointed.  It  has  produced  all  the  good 
they  expected  would  result  irom  it  at  the  time  it 
was  adopted.  But,  sir,  many  heavy  expenditures 
have  since  been  authorized,  and  wnich  were  not 
contemplated  at  the  period  the  system  was  adopt- 
ed. This  is  the  real  cause  of  the  insufiSciency  of 
funds  in  the  Treasury. 

No  doubt  a  portion,  and  perhans  a  serious  por- 
tion, too,  of  the  failure  arises  from  the  present 
deranged  state  of  the  circulating  medium ;  but 
this  is  no  fault  of  the  system ;  and  notwithstand- 
ing all  these  embarrassment^  it  would  have  an- 
swered every  purpose,  provided  the  expenditures 
had  not  been  unreasonable  and  improper.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  howeven  had  uni- 
formly opposed,  Mr.  W.  said,  every  efiort  to  re- 
trench, to  economist,  and  to  save  the  public  money. 
So  far,  then,  as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
was  concerned,  the  deficiency  of  revenue  had 
been  owing  more  to  the  course  of  policy  pursued 
by  him  in  this  House  than  to  any  delect  in  the 
system.  The  system,  Mr.  W.  repeated,  had  not 
failed;  it  had  anawered  every  purpose  contempla- 
ted bv  its  friends  at  the  p^iod  of  its  adoption. 
But  tne  Congress  of  the  United  States  had  nuled, 
if  there  was  failure  an3fwhere.  They  had  author- 
ized excessive  expenditures,  not  contemplated. 
Had  the  Army  been  reduced,  as  often  proposed  in 
this  House^  there  would  not  now  be  a  dd&ciency 
of  money  in  the  Treasury*  But  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  had  opposed^  at  all  times,  any 


reduction  of  the  Military  Establishment.  Not 
only  so,  but  the  gentleman  had  opposed  every  at- 
tempt to  reduce  the  expenditures  appertaining  to 
the  Army.  Even  the  Yellow  Stone  Expedition, 
condemned  by  the  deliberate  judgment  of  this 
House,  as  not  only  useless  and  expensive,  but  dan- 
gerous, the  gentleman  supported  by  his  vote. 

Mr.  W.  said  it  was  a  source  of  some  little  con- 
solation at  least,  that,  if  the  tariff  bill  went  into 
operation,  the  Army  would  be  reduced  as  a  matter 
01  course.  It  would,  in  that  state  of  things,  be 
less  necessary  than  it  had  been,  and  its  most  de- 
termined advocates  in  this  House  would  not  any 
longer  be  able  to  sustain  it.  In  any  difficulties 
we  might  calculate  on  with  Spain,  there  appeared 
to  be  no  occasion  for  the  Army  in  its  present  size. 
But  thinking  the  reduction  of  the  Army  would 
ensue,  as  a  matter  of  course,  upon  the  passage  of 
the  tariff  bill,  he  should  not  say  any  thing  more  on 
the  subject;  nor  had  he  provided  any  resolution 
specifically  for  that  object.  The  next  branch  of 
public  expenditure  rendered  wholly  unnecessary, 
if  the  bill  should  pass,  was  the  appropriation  for 
the  j^radual  increase  of  the  Navy. 

Sir,  it  is  proposed  that  we  adopt  a  Chinese  p(4* 
icy ;  that  we  snail  always  stay  at  home,  and  nevei 
go  abroad.  Of  what  use,  then,  can  be  your  Navy? 
The  Navy  was  created  to  defend  your  maritime 
and  commercial  rights.  *If  you  have  no  com- 
merce of  what  use  can  be  your  Navy  to  defend  the 
very  rights  which  you  have  decided  you  will  not 
exercise?  Mr.  W.  said  he  would  never  agree  to 
tax  his  constituents,  in  the  finft  place,  to  support 
manufacturing  establishmaits.  and  tnen  to  sup- 
port an  army  and  a  navy,  renaered  wholly  useless 
and  unnecessary  by  the  policy  proposed  to  be 
pursued. 

Mr.  W.  said,  further,  that,  when  the  commer- 
cial interest  suffers ;  when  their  rights  are  inva- 
ded, petitions  flow  in  upon  us ;  are  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  by  that  committee 
are  duly  considered.  If  any  law  is  necessary  to 
provide  for  the  commercial  interests,  the  commit- 
tee report  a  bill,  and  it  is  passed  into  a  law.  Thus, 
the  commercial  interest  is  guarded  and  defended. 
At  this  session  we  have,  also,  a  distinct  Commit-^ 
tee  on  Manufactures.  The  mass  of  petitions  and 
documents  laid  on  our  tables,  and,  above  all,  the 
bills  reported  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva* 
nia,  tend  to  show  the  great  vigilance  with  which 
the  manufacturing  interest  is  guarded.  Gentle- 
men say  that  there  are,  in  this  country,  three  in- 
terests^ the  agricultural,  commercial^  and  manu* 
fiftcturing.  And  how  happens  it,  sir,  that  the 
agricultural,  the  great  leading  and  substantial 
interest  in  this  country,  has  no  committee — no 
organized  tribunal  in  this  House  to  hear  and  de- 
termine on  their  grievances  ?  If  the  commercud 
or  manuibcturing  interests  are  affeeted,  the  eiy 
resounds  throughout  the  country ;  remonstrances 
flow  in  imon  us ;  they  are  referred  to  committees 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  them,  and 
adejiuate  remedies  are  provided.  But,  sir,  when 
agi£«ltnre  is  oppressed,  and  makes  complaint, 
imx  tribunal  is  in  this  Hoaae  to  hear  and  deter* 
mine  on  the  grievance? 
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Now,  I  suppose  agrioultaral  petiticms  conlcl  Bot 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mamifactures ! 
The  policy  pursued  bv  the  gentkmaD  from  Pemi- 
svlrania,  who  is  at  the  head  of  that  committee, 
siiowB  you  that  agricaltitre  can  get  nothing  from 
manufaetures.  Let  us,  then,  have  a  distinct  and 
separate  committee  on  agriculture^  to  hear  and 
dMermiae  on  the  grievances  of  which  t^t  inter- 
est may  complain.  Bir,  I  wish  to  hear  the  agri- 
cditural  voice  of  the  country ;  let  the  farmers  and 
{inters  speak.  They  constitute  an  interest  which 
to  all  other  interests  is  as  ten  to  one,  twenty  to 
one,  or  one  hundred  to  one.  They  are  patient 
and  long  suiiferTng,  they  will  bear  a  great  deal 
without  murmur  or  complaint.  But  there  is  a 
point  beyond  which  they  cannot  bear.  Beyond 
that  point  I  fear  we  are  about  to  go.  For  the 
purpose,  therefore,  of  having  some  trnmnal  before 
whotn  t^  agricultural  interest  may  appear,  I  shall 
solKnit  a  resolution  to  establish  a  committee  on 
that  subject.  They  are  the  majority,  they  have  a 
right  not  onlv  to  be  heard,  but  to  control.  Op- 
press ^em  only  a  little  longer,  and  they  will  rise 
m  the  majesty  of  their  strength ;  they  must  and 
will  demand  suitable  relief.  Mr.  W.  concluded 
by  offering  the  following  resdudons ;  which  were 
read : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  initnxcted  to  report  a  bill  repealiDg  any  law  or 
laws  making  appropriatioDB  for  the  increase  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States. 

Beaoiffed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  invtrueted  to  report  a  bill  eaUing  home  the  squa- 
dron in  the  Medtteranean  sea. 

Mr.  Williams  submitted,  also,  the  following 
resolution  to  amend  the  rules,  which  lies  on  the 
table  one  day  of  course : 

Resolved,  That  an  additional  standiDg  committee 
be  appointed,  to  be  denominated  "  The  Committee  on 
Agricultare." 

THE  AHMY. 
Mr.  Flovu,  of  Vifgioia,  rose  and  said,  he  was 
fl^  to  seethe  course  taken  by  his  friend  from  North 
CaroliDa.  His  intencbn  was  to  offer  another  res- 
elutioii,  pressing  the  same  object  ^Uftivtfaer.  'Blr. 
F.  had  no  hesitation  in  saqring,  that  if  the  present 
tariff  passed,  from  the  offsets  he  believted  it  w<i«ld 
produce  upon  the  country,  that  it  would  cflmae  a 
radical  change  in  all  his  opinions,  as  it  regarded 
the  Anny  and  Navy  of  the  United  Stales.  He 
ielt  it  due  to  himself  to  say,  that  heretdbre  he  had 
been  friendly  to  the  Army  and  Navy ;  bat  would 
father  dispense  with  both  than  oppress  the  country 
with  a  system  of  excise  and  taxes.  He  knew  there 
was,  some  time  aso,  a  political  party  in  the  Uni- 
ted  States,  who  thought  that  method  most  wise 
and  best,  of  supporting  the  Government,  which 
k»ked  to  direct  taxes ;  but  he  was  not  one  of  that 
number ;  his  antipathy  to  that  system  was  still  the 
same.  The  motion,  therefore,  which  he  was  about 
to  submit,  proceeded  from  a  strong  ccmviotion, 
that,  unless  we  reduced  our  eii^ienditares  in  this 
way,  this  oppressive  and  ruinous  system,  which 
we  are  threatened  with,  mast  v«ery  diorthr  be 
brought  into  operation,  which  will  require  at  leaat 


eiffht  or  ten  millions  annuaHf  of  direct  tax--i| 
which  the  community,  in  tmtes  (^  pii?  :j 
perity,  could  not  bear,  and,  in  tiieBe  tiBKsc;'^ 
cully  and  distress,  cannot  be  pajdiiniess  M 
fice  of  property,  perhaps  at  kss  tkan  a  ^-/j 
value. 

Mr.  F.  believed  the  revenues  of  it  ^ 
would,  for  several  years,  be  less  uiksM 
each  year  would  show  a  still  greater  ^  ssj 
the  trade  of  ^e  world  settled  dowafet&fpi^ 
point,  wl^ich  the  wants  and  sitQatiQoa^i&dl 
ultimately  determine.  Whilst  a  narr sid b  cl 
no  use  to  us,  having  no  commerce  k  pA\i 
we  were  about  to  become  a  natioD  of  ibtsi^ 
could  not  think  it  necessary  to  retiiB  tsutji 
formed  so  large  a  part  of  our  ezpeodilm  k^ 
small  vessels,  to  protect  our  eoastiitftiikn. 
they  took  their  manufactures  to  tvSfiiii:: 
returned  with  cargoes  of  cottoo,  wi^hf^^ 
ntore  was  imneoessary  end  bardeiMaii^^ 
in  a  short  time  decay,  and,  with  thti^e^ 
the  coontiy,  disappear. 

The  Army,  Mr.  F.  said,  iriiiflh  librofeBJ 
so  lairge  a  portion  of  our  expcmes,  caMia 
much  propriety  be  dispensed  with.  A^ 
few,  w«K  neoessary  to  take«areof  tlKfiiiv^ 
tions  which  might  be  nowfim^orw^e^^ 
exislinff  coDtracto  or  appropriatioDs,nirir«' 
so.  The  defence  <>f  every  cowtry ,  Mr.  F  ^ 
depended  upon  the  seennty  of  a  kv  ap- 
points, leaving  the  tntennediate  partete  t^ 
tected  by  moviementB  from  the*  ?«*  "^ 
now,  he  believed,  there  would hem»^ 
to  apprehend  any  thins;  from  cootictwa^ 
nations,  as  we  were  abouf  to  becoffcfl**" 
turers.  , 

Mr.  F.  said,  he  did  not  6cetheD««*y«i» 
excise  an^  diieot  inxes  at  the  ?^^^ 
ticnlariy  a«  t^e  friends  of  4e  J»**JJ^ 
seemed  dispoeed^o  adopt  theC%ae«!^J^ 
army  and  navy,  tmder  sd<A  ^m'""''^^. 
onlv  serve  to  remind  ^s  of  wta^  •?  •f^^' 

If  there  was  war,  or  any  n««^"^^iiilii 
not  resulting  from  a  measure  of  ^'^^pf 
time,  knowing  it  to  lead  diw**'  JJ^ 
internal  taxation,  he  would  '*£l*i^w«*' 
as  any  g^tleman  would  <>«■?»  !f^tei«* 
cessinr,  in  his  opinion,  *W  ^^^S  &»« 
any  thing  of  the  sort.  Th«  1*!*tL^ 
of  the  oountry ,  instead  of  P'^i^^Z.f^ 
upon  the  people,  reared,  in  ^ILiSrf^ 
care  and  economy  in  the  roaa«ffr^^  St 
to  avoid  necessi^  for  any  '^^^.JfSrtt 
oould  not  eee  the  wonderful  ^^q0^ 
to  residt  to  this  people,  ^r^J^yis^ 
irhen  th^were  made  to  ^*f!Ly^» 
svmport  an  anay  and  navy,  ^^rfZtti^ 
other  employment  than  jrotccoM       ^ 

TWs  cottn^.  said  Mr.  F.,  >«  J^i**  s*rf 
ike  Ckneral  Government  can  J»aj«  Y-  ta  ^ 
expense,  but  sneh  as  is  truly  uaoowi  j  ^^ 
a  navy,  the  civU  list  5  the  «2?fShL  10  J«!* 
try  in  time  of  peace,  ^^^^^^^^ 
expense,  and  not  hanwe  wwlr»  -^i* 

turns  of  taxation.  IftWnr'^^|«<f 
Main,  the  rarame  of  the  eotatf,  ^ 
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economy,  would  be,  as  it  ought  to  be,  equal  to  all 
the  demands  upon  the  Treasury.  Mr.  F.  repeated, 
that  in  offering  this  resolution,  he  had  no  feeling 
hostile  to  the  Army  or  Navy,  but  was  actuated  by 
a  desire  alone  to  reduce  the  expenditures  of  the 
nation,  that  if  possible,  the  heavy  taxes  with  which 
we  were  threatened,  by  the  friends  of  the  tariff, 
might  be  avoided.  He  said  he  had  still  a  hope 
that  this  bill,  fraught  with  evil,  which  he  conceived 
it  to  be,  which  he  saw  would  inevitably  pass  this 
House,  would  be  af  rested  elsewhere.  Mr.  P.  then 
submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  was,  on 
his  motion,  laid  on  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill,  reducing  the  Army  of 
the  United  States  to  six  thousand  men,  to  consist  of 
a  due  proportion  of  infantry,  artillery,  and  riflemen. 

'revision  op  the  TARIFF. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Baldwin  remarked,  that  it  would  be  recol- 
lected the  bounty  on  pickled  fish  exported  had 
been  increased  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in 
consequence  of  an  increase  of  the  duty  on  im- 
ported sale — ^the  duty  on  salt  had  subsequendy 
been  reduced,  but  it  had  been  omitted  at  the  same 
time  to  make  a  corresponding  change  in  the  bounty 
on^  pickled  fish.  He  presumed  there  could  be  no 
objection  now  to  make  this  amendment,  and 
moved  that  the  House  agree  thereto  by  general 
consent,  (by  which  only  an  amendment  can  be 
made  to  a  bill  in  the  House  on  the  third  reading.) 

The  motion  was  objected  to,  and  of  course 
failed. 

;  Mr.  Rhea  then  rose  and  spoke  about  an  hour 
against  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Slocumb.  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  re- 
commit the  bill,  with  instructions  to  reduce  the 
duty  on  imported  iron  in  bars,  dtc,  from  91  25  to 
75  cents  per  hundred  weight. 

This  motion  produced  a  debate  of  considerable 
duration,  touching  occasionally  on  the  general 
mierits  of  the  bill,  as  well  as  on  the  expediency  of 
committing  the  bill  for  the  purpose  proposed. 

The  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  was  advocated 
by  Messrs.  StocuBfB,  Pincknet,  Silsbbe,  Mer- 
cer, Nblbor,  of  Massachusetts,  Morton,  Smith, 
of  North  Carolina,  Liverhore,  Fi^ovd,  Holmes, 
and  Foot,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Kinsbt, 
Smith,  or  Maryland,  Baldwin,  Storrs,  Ser- 
geant, and  Qross,  of  New  York.  The  ddbate 
continued  until  about  four  o'clock. 

Mr.  Kinsbt,  of  New  Jersey,  addressed  the  Houses 
as  follows-^ 

Mr.  Speaker:  Did  I  believe  this  item  of  the  bill 
vras  either  partial  in  its  operation,  or  local  in  its 
effects,  I  should  not,  at  present,  oppose  the  motion ; 
but,  believine,  as  I  do,  that  the  increase  of  duty,  as 
contemplated  by  the  bill,  is  not  more  than  neces- 
sary for  the  protection  oi  one  of  the  most  valuable 
of  our  manufactures,  I  am  necessarily  compelled 
to  oppose  every  attempt  to  withdraw  from  them 
that  fostering  protection  they,  at  this  lime,  sonrach 
require,  to  preserve  those  that  are  partially  in  one^ 
ratkm,  and  resuscitate  those  that  luiYe  gone  to  de- 
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cay.  The  question,  whether  we  shall  give  efficient 
protection  to  our  manufactures  of  iron,  is  not  con- 
fined to  local  or  sectional  districts,  but  spreads  itself 
over  the  whole  continent.  Nature  has  extended 
the  iron  region  through  every  State  in  greater 
quantity  and  superior  quality  than  to  any  other 
portion  of  the  globe ;  and  it  oelongs  to  us,  as  the 
depository  of  the  nation's  highest  interests,  to  seize 
the  present  opportunity  to  call  into  operation  tiie 
dormant  resources  which  a  mistaken  policy  has 
discouraged  in  some  instances,  and  in  others  ne- 
glected, to  give  energetic  efficiency  to  this  branch 
of  national  industry,  so  essential  to  our  strens^th, 
wealth,  and  independence.  "  To  be  independent 
for  the  comforts  of  life,  we  must  fabricate  them 
ourselves,"  is  a  maxim  of  one  of  our  greatest  states- 
men ;  it  is  a  principle  of  national  economy,  self- 
evident,  and  admits  not  of  a  doubt ;  and  yet,  whilst 
the  quantity  made  in  the  country  is  lessening,  and 
our  importations  have  very  considerably  increased. 
we  are  told  no  further  protection  is  necessary ;  and 
several  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts,  witn  great 
plausibility  of  reasoning  and  apparent  accuracy  of 
calculation,  have  given  you  the  cost  of  making  a 
ton  of  bar  iron,  and,  with  the  ore  brought  from 
New  Jersey,  have  stated  the  cost  at  less  than  fifty 
dollars  a  ton ;  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  gentle- 
men of  unimpeachable  veracity,  knowledge,  and 
integrity,  and,  on  a  former  occasion,  under  the 
sanctity  of  an  oath,  declared,  that,  in  New  Jersey, 
it  cannot  be  produced  under  one  hundred  dollars 
per  ton.  Another  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
denying  all  local  prejudices,  undertakes  to  show 
the  impolicy  of  increasing  the  duty  on  iron,  as  it 
must  operate  against  the  interests  of  his  constitu- 
ents, in  manufacturing  nails,  sprigs,  and  brads, 
forgetting  that,  on  a  former  occasion,  the  duty  was 
raised  on  sprigs  and  brads,  on  his  own  motion, 
from  three  cents  per  pound  to  five  cents  per  thou- 
sand, equal,  on  sprigs  of  one  thousand  to  the  ounce, 
to  eighty  cents  per  pound,  being  an  increase  of 
seventy-seven  cents  per  pound.  This  was  again 
introduced  into  the  present  bill,  and  carried  by  a 
large  majority.  In  answer  to  those  gentlemen 
who  contend  that  the  manufacture  of  iron  is  a  pro- 
ductive one,  and,  as  some  have  attempted  to  prove, 
the  most  profitable  of  any  other,  I  would  call  their 
attention  to  the  quantity  annually  imported,  and 
the  decayed  and  dilapidated  state  of  the  works 
which,  to  the  capitalist  or  adventurer,  are  like 
beacons  to  warn  all  from  embarkinjg  in  undertak- 
ings wherein  so  many  have  been  shipwrecked,  and 
where  the  mouldering  monuments  of  political  er- 
rors deter  the  industrious  adventurer  from  a  pur- 
suit which  has  involved  in  loss  and  bankruptcy 
three-fourths  of  the  individuals  engaged  in  those 
useful  and  necessary  establishments.  Those  dis- 
tricts which  may  be  properly  called  the  iron  dis- 
tricts, and  which  for  many  years  have  supported 
a  hardy,  industrious,  and  enterprising  race,  hare 
in  a  manner  become  depopulated^  and  where  the 
busy  hum  of  industry  spread  happiness  and  plenty, 
now  meagre  misery  and  want  nave  usurped  the 
place. 

To  those  who  contend  that  the  protection  con- 
templated by  the  present  bill  will  eventuallyamount 
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to  a  prohibitioD,  and,  by  a  course  of  reasoBinff 
(which  I  confess  myself  incapable  of  understand 
iDg)  uodertake  to  prove  the  present  protection  is 
too  high,  I  have  onlf  to  answer,  we  have  imported 
the  last  year  twenty  thousand  tons,  and  the  present 
duty,  though  increased  from  forty-five  to  seventy- 
five  cents  per  hundred  weight,  has  had  no  effect  m 
increasing  tbe  price  to  the  consumer,  decreasioff 
the  revenue,  or  lessening  the  quantity  imported^ 
which  has  continued  to  increase  as  our  own  has 
diminished.  Thus,  it  is  evident,  contrary  to  the 
reasoning  and  cases  stated  by  gentlemen,  we  are 
finnually  becoming  more  and  more  dependent  on 
Burope  for  an  article  the  most  essential  to  our 
eomfort,  safety,  and  independence. 

In  travelling  through  those  districts  where  once 
a  brave,  rugged,  enterprising  population  thronged 
along  those  streams  and  rivers  that  propelled  the 
wcntSb,  and,  by  their  productive  labor,  added  to  the 
i^tional  strength  and  wealth,  a  vigorous  activity 
was  manifest  on  every  side,  whilst  iiusreasiag 
prosperity  stamped  cheerfulness  on  every  counte- 
nance.   At  present,  the  withering  blight  of  foreicn 
aompetition  has  destroyed  estaUishments  which, 
«NE  half  a  century,  have  been  progressive,  but,  at 
peoent,  are  wholly  abandoned,  and  we  have  be- 
came dependent  on  the  industry  of  Europe  for  two 
million  dollars  of  an  article  which  could  have 
been  produced  from  our  own  mines  and  mountains 
by  that  labor  which  has  been  lost  to  the  nation, 
and  thousands  of  individuals,  in  place  of  being 
profitably  employed,  are,  at  present,  ourdensome  to 
the  community,  and  an  inaustrious  race  of  men 
have  been  forced  from  the  place  of  their  nativity, 
poor  and  penniless,  to  seek  a  subsistence  in  other 
districts,  and  by  other  avocations.    Their  knowl- 
edge in  that  art  m  which  alone  they  were  acquaint- 
ed has  become  useless  to  themselves,  and  lc»t  to  the 
nation.    Capitals  to  the  amount  of  millions  have 
sunk  from  society,  which  can  never  be  restored. 
Thus  has  one  ol  our  most  useful  branches  of  in- 
dustry been  sacrificed  at  the  shrine  of  commercial 
X'dity,  whose  advocates,  not  satisfied  with  those 
ings  which  continue  to  paralyze  the  industry 
of  the  country,  still  insatiate,  cry,  give  !  give !  anid 
tall  yoo,  by  incrtasiag  duty  on  iron  you  increave 
tke  eotpense  of  ship  buildinff,  on  which  they  are 
4«airoiis  to  make  profit.    Why  will  not  gentlemen 
af^frilj  the  same  principles  and  doctrines  in  this  ae 
in  other  branches  of  labor,  and  buy  their  sbifis 
wiNM  they  can  procure  them  the  cheapest  ?    Muat 
tha  whole  interest  of  the  nation  continue  to  be 
taxed  to  support  this  commercial  mania  ?    It  ii 
time  for  this  Government  to  turn  its  attention  to 
thota  inestimable  establishments  retoingon  temt 
finoia,  which  will  lay  the  permanent  basis  of  oar 
future  greatness  and  power  on  the  solid  foundation 
of  national  industry.    Too  long  has  this  unsub- 
Btiatial  vision  of  comn>ercial  advancement  misled 
the  nation.    She  deserted,  after  leading  us  into  a 
witr ;  she  will  disappoint  our  expectations  now  we 
aio  at  peace:  yet.  oy  her  meretricious  arts,  she 
aatks  to  engross  the  whole  of  Qovemmental  pat- 
ronage, whilst    the  National  Lemslature,  with 
natemal  solicitude,  seeks  to  shield  her  alone  from 
all  foreign  competition.    I  fear  the  attempt  will  be 


a  vain  one,  for,  like  the  unstable  elemeQULi 
she  rests,  she  will  always  continue  to  ca^:  ^ 
and  dirt.    Is  Government  petitioned  to . 
manufactures  of  the  country— the  him.. 
merce  exhibit  to  our  view  the  wretcbeii  x. 
of  the  manufactures  of  England,  and  Ui^ 
man  from  Massachusetts  has,  wilb  a  jLr; . 
ure,  represented  them  by  the  type  of  k 
When  conunerce  is  spoken  of,  we  are  a: ,: 
sented  with  the  picture  of  theiast-ancic'. 
all-powerful  and  prosperous,  aid  as  tiei;-  / 
the  world's  last  hope. 

From  whence  originates  this  nauooL^  J 
to  rights  maritime,  and  this  astooisliioji;:: 
questions  of  the  highest  interest?  Leci:-. 
fibre  of  our  commercial  interests  be  bat  afj^:- 
and  tbe  whole  seaboard  is  roused nijax^; 
trie;  but  when  a  policy  is  silentij piiria!:. > 
which  millions  of  capital  are  k)d&)iif:^« 
and  thousands  of  individuals redoeeiisiuM^ 
and  want,  and  whilst  ruin  is  adnMBef<^«^' 
celerated  pace,  the  meet  stdcal  iaiunK  :^ 
manifested,  and  many  ffentlemenittnBK^ 
more  inffenuity  in  d^ing  and  d»n^  - 
causes  of  the  failures  of  aanuhcton^,^^ 
have  discovered  solicitude  in  seekiog»n(>" 
the  evil  The  want  of  capital,  tbe  kspf- 
of  business  on  the  withdrawal  of  ^"^ 
medium — those  causes  had  an  effect;  w^'^* 
cause  was  the  want  of  support a^iostu'^^ 
petition.  The  want  of  capital  is  dispw^jvf 
solicitude  for  loans  and  the  [ovnmm 
it  arises  not  from  the  want  of  cam  ^^^^ 
certainty  of  returns  of  capitals  coRTaI* 
confidence  restored  to  those  bfaucbes  wl^- 
capiul  would  again  revert  to  tboseckni^^ 
formerly  presented  a  certain  ai»d  D»**r*, 
return.  What,  then,  is  our  piweaf  nXij^^ 
what  can  be  done  tocall  intoopentf'*"f7. 
resources  of  the  country  1  ^V^^Z^. 
any  prospect  of  success,  be  eapf^f^^ 
from  the  universal  loss  tbatbtf  A^^ 
speciesof  foreign  adventure}  i^«*'fJJ«Si 
in  agriculture  with  any  pi^o^^^Totf- 
the  uncertainty  of  foreign  ^^^^'j^^ai^ 
pact  of  hope  is  bprred  in  th«,«*f:i^ttoftb« 
tures,  from  the  threatened  rojMj"*  , ,c^* 
toreign  eomneuuon.  We  •fJHj  Jiealtaft 
crease  the  deuHmd  for  ««V*ii««c«a» 
pfoduci»ons.as  that  ^^^^^  \^ 
of  foreign  nations.  Wc  ctxm  ^^,^9^ 
oommerec^  as  that  depends  on  "'^^ir* 

tingencies  of  fornix  ^^•™"**t  eillia* 
,  and  it  is  a  duty  ineombeat  en  vV^^^^^ 
ration  millions  of  dormant,  sat^'^^^j^^f 
capital,  already  vested  in  the  dec*P  ^^ 
dated  manufactories  of  our  <f"IfL||jtf&* 

restored  to  those  once  V^^^ukaZi^^' 
capitakratiredfromcommercstMW'T^^ 

labors  of  agriaultuce  wUl  6nd  '^f^^^^Ji  i< 
employment;  will,  through  tkwcw^ 
and  give  activity  to  national  *w"^*  ^f  ^ 
Notwithstanding  the  u'^^t^^  bs  f 
factures  in  England,  Adam  S'^V'^tjb 
agriculture  to  be  tiiemestsu^^w^JJ^^i 


turn  of  aapitalf  as  it  u  ^ 
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orer  which  she  has  control ;  not  prodaotng  suffi- 
cient for  her  own  subsisteaee,  she  is  enabled  to  ^x 
a  standard  valne  to  the  productions  of  this  species 
of  industry  by  her  com  laws.    The  example  of 
Bcilaiii,  as  it  regards  agriculture,  is  presentea  to  us 
in  manufactures ;  it  is  with  us  the  only  bmneh  of 
industry  to  which  we  can  give  energy  and  effi- 
ciency, and  over  which  we  can,  for  many  years, 
possess  a  powerful  control.    At  the  same  time  we 
give  to  the  home  trade  increased  activity  and 
power,  which  is  at  all  times  the  most  lucrative  and 
certain  portion  of  our  commerce.    As  in  the  trade 
with  foreign  nationes^  founded  on  reciprocity,  the 
profits  must  be  divided ;  therefore,  one  half  the 
profits  on  the  labor  necessary  to  produce  the  article 
of  ezchanfle  goes  to  the  foreign  merchant   Where- 
as, in  exenanffes  between  one  State  and  another, 
the  whole  profit  is  saved  to  the  country.    Further, 
the  capital  required  to  carry  on  a  foreign  trade 
must  always  be  greater  than  that  necessary  for  the 
Jhome  trade,  a»  the  returns  nMist  be  much  slower, 
rcfiniring  in  some  instanoeB  one  or  two  years; 
whereas,  the  home  trade  gives  tiz  or  twelve  returns 
in  the  same  time.    Thos,  if  the  capitab  are  equal, 
the  home  trade  will  give  twelve  or  even  twenty*- 
foar  times  more  encouragement  to  the  industry  of 
the  country  than  the  foreign  trade;  or,  the  one- 
tenth  of  the  capital  employed  in  the  home  trade 
will  be  more  productive  than  ten  times  the  same 
amount  in  foreign  trade.    This  reasoning  is  proven 
to  be  correct  by  the  situation  of  our  country  during 
the  period  of  embargo,  non-intercourse,  and  war. 
Ihinog  the  year  1814,  when  the  exports,  foreign 
and  domestic,  were  short  of  seven  millions,  the 
price  of  all  a^icultural  productions  was  more  tHbn 
<louble  the  price  the  last  year,  when  our  exports 
exceeded  seventy  millions.    During  the  period  first 
^  alluded  to,  an  increased  activity  was  given  to  in- 
ternal industry ;  labor  of  all  kinds  was  in  demand 
and  amply  compensated ;  and,  though  foreign  cora- 
meroe  was  prostrate,  the  price  of  land  and  all  kinds 
of  agricultural  productions  was  fifty  -per  cent,  above 
the  year  1819,  wheq  an  universal  torpor  seems  to 
liervade  e  verv  section  of  the  country,  and  a  paraly- 
sis has  seiased  on  all  kinds  of  business  and  industry. 
The  syn^^lhf  expressed  by  the  advocates  of  com- 
nMtce,  te  the  interests  ci  agrienltnre,  is  wholly 
unnecessary.    The  great  agricultural  States  of 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  ever  attentive  to 
tlieir  true  interests,  and  well  acquainted  with  the 
sources  of  their  wealth,  have  instructed  their  repre- 
seatatives  to  protect  manufaeturee.    The  States  of 
Ohio  and  New  Jeney  haTe  unanimously  done  the 
same.    Let  us  not  be  told  that  the  agriculturist  is 
opposed  to  mannlactnres ;  it  is  a  libefon  that  noble 
and  patriotic  portion  of  the  community.    Wh«i 
did  the  fanner  shrink  from  any  deprivation  or 
danger  when  the  independence  of  his  country  was 
the  stake  to  be  contended  for?    Are  the  important 
erents  ia  oar  history  ao  soon  forgotten?    In  the 
last  contest  for  our  rights,  maritime  war,  with  tdl 
its  evils,  sacrifices,and  deprivations,  was  submitted 
to,  and  met  with  a  eheerrulaess  and  dignity  char- 
acteristic of  the  nation.    The  pride  of  indepen- 
dence, the  hope  of  future  prosperity,  in  imagina- 
tion, paialed  some  lutatt  good  beymd  the  hofkon 


of  present  ill ;  he  was  willing  to  sacrifice  the  cac* 
pense  of  personal  enjoyment  for  the  gratifying 
triumph  ot  national  superiority,  conscious  he  woula 
sink  more  sweetly  to  tne  ^ve  by  leaving  to  his 
children  the  inheritance  ot  liberty. 

Sir,  we  are  legislating  for  the  same  proud,  eal- 
culating,  brave  yeomanry  now,  who  are  folly  oook' 
petent  to  estimate  every  act  that  increases  the  na^ 
tional  strength  or  advances  their  future  prospects. 
The  friends  of  manufactures  ask  no  sacrinces ;  they 
are  alone  solicitous  to  recall  into  operation  millions 
of  dormant  sunken  capital,  which,  whilst  it  recatb 
into  active  operation  the  pamlyzed  industry  of  the 
country,  calls  for  the  developement  of  the  sources 
of  national  wealth.  The  object  of  the  preseat 
tarifi*  is  to  make  this  country  independent  of  the 
world,  to  lay  the  foundations  of  its  future  greatness 
on  the  solid  basis  of  its  own  internal  strength,  and, 
from  the  profitable  eBmloyment  of  the  labor  of  the 
country,  create  durable  riches.  Keep  firmly  to 
your  purposes  and  the  voice  of  the  Rq>uhlic  will 
sanction  the  act  By  such  a  course  of  policy  we 
disconnect  ourselves  horn  the  entangling  allianees 
of  Europe,  and  become  what  we  ought  to  be,  a 
nation  truly  American.  These  observations  were 
necessary,  m  answer  to  the  several  gentlemen  who 
have  endeavored  to  prove  the  interest  of  manulhe- 
tures  adverse  to  agriculture.  But,  with  respect  to 
the  questioa  immediately  before  the  House,  the  ia*- 
orease  of  the  duty  on  iron,  it  may  be  necessary  to 
advert  to  the  progress  of  the  manufacture  of  that 
precious  metal  in  other  countries. 

In  Russia,  from  whence  we  derive  our  largest 
supply,  when  Peter  the  Great  came  to  the  emjNre, 
he  found  the  iron  manufactories  in  the  possession 
of  British  agents,  and  the  trade  almost  wholly  mo- 
nopolieed  by  Enslish  merchants.  Indignant  at 
an  usurpation  so  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  his 
empire,  ne  descended  into  the  mines;  he  explored 
and  estimated  the  advantages  of  those  inexhausti- 
ble sources  of  wealth ;  he  became  a  practical  work- 
man at  the  forge-hammer ;  he  appropriated  to  the 
nation  the  wealth  previously  usurped  by  foreigners; 
and,  in  the  short  space  of  twenty-five  years,  was 
eaabled,  after  supplying  the  wants  of  the  natiouj^ 
to  export  to  fingland  alone,  and  on  account  or 
Russian  merchants,  forty  thousand  tons  of  bar  iron. 
About  this  period,  Great  Britain  had  ceased,  in  a 
aeasure,  to  make  bar  iron,  and,  from  the  appia- 
heiisioa  of  the  destruction  of  the  timber  in  the  v>> 
ciaity  of  the  iron  works,  by  various  acts  of  Parlila- 
men^  prohibited  the  making  of  iron  within  twenty 
miles  of  London,  thirty  miles  of  the  Thames,  ami 
in  a  number  of  the  counties  throughout  the  king<- 
dom  $  so  that,  thirty  years  ago,  England  mmiamo^ 
tured  not  more  than  eighteen  thousand  tons  of  btt 
iron.  But  when  it  was  discovered  tha  t,  by  a  chem- 
ical preparation,  the  coal  of  her  mines  coidd  be 
appropriated  to  the  making  of  iron,  her  works  in* 
creased  to  that  extent,  that  she  now  is  capable  of 
mmmfiictmring  900,000  tons  annually.  The  his- 
torv  of  this  impcnrtant  manufacture,  as  now  oiis^ 
ana  the  progress  it  has  made  in  those  countries^ 
ouiht  to  be  the  policy  of  this  Government.  The 
value  and  importance  of  the  article  is  too  well  uh 
derslDod  to  undertake  to  prov«  it;  suffioe  it  to  say^ 
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that,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  it  is  essential  to 
our  independence  and  safety ;  individually,  it  is 
indispensable  to  the  existence  of  civilized  society. 
It  now  becomes  necessary  to  show  the  former  and 
present  situation  of  those  manufactories  whose  Ian- 
fishing  condition  threatens  their  total  overthrow; 
also,  that,  with  a  proper  encouragement,  the  works 
already  erected  are  capable  of  furnishing  a  supply 
for  the  consumption  of  the  country. 

In  1810,  according  to  Cox's  taoles,  there  were 
one  hundred  and  forty  furnaces  in  the  United 
States;  producing  fifty-three  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  forty  tons  per  annum ;  equal  in  value 

to $3,457,876 

The  number  of  forges,  in  the  same  year, 
was  459,  making  27,051  tons  bar  iron, 
equal  in  value  to     -        -        -        -    3,104,697 

Making  a  total  product  of  -        -  $6^2,573 

From  the  statement  of  1810  and  the  present 
year,  in  New  Jersey,  it  appears  that  the  quantity 
made  last  year  is  less  than  the  former  by  upwards 
of  two  thousand  tons,  whilst,  at  the  same  time, 
the  increased  capacity,  if  sufficiently  protected 
against  foreign  competition,  is  cajmble  or  produc- 
ing nearly  three  times  the  quantity  produced  in 
1810,  and  it  is  fair  to  presume  the  same  will  be 
the  result  throughout  the  Union.  From  the  most 
accomte  calculation  made  in  1816^  the  Quantity  of 
bar  iron  required  for  the  consumption  of  the  coun- 
try, was  little  rising  forty-ei^ht  thousand  tons; 
the  capacity  of  the  countij,  if  worked  to  the  best 
advantage,  was  equal  to  forty-five  thousand  tons. 
From  the  depression  of  commerce,  but  little  is  re- 
quired for  ship-building ;  and,  from  the  depressed 
state  of  manufactures,  and  all  other  kinds  of  busi- 
ness, it  is  presumable  the  quantity  required  for 
consumption,  at  (present,  is  short  of  forty  thousand 
tons.  The  quantity  imported  in  1816  was  twenty- 
one  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  in  the 
last  year  nearly  the  same  amount;  it  is  evident, 
therefore,  the  quantity  imported  is  greater  than  the 

auantity  produced  in  the  country.  Such,  then,  is 
lie  situation  of  those  important  establishments  at 
present.  Such  are  the  gloomy  prospects  of  those 
who  are  compelled  to  pursue  a  business,  the  profits 
of  which  are  not  commensurate  with  the  toil  and 
anxietv  connected  with  so  laborious  an  avocation. 
But  all  the  property  they  possess  consists  in  their 
works,  mountams,  and  minerals.  They  have, 
therefore,  been  under  the  necessity  of  keeping  so 
much  in  operation  as  to  keep  together  a  few  work- 
men ;  conscious  that  the  inestimable  value  of  those 
establishments,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  would 
eventually  receive  that  support,  from  an  enlight- 
ened Legislature,  as  would  render  them  condu- 
cive to  individual  advantage.  Had  those  useful 
establishments  received  the  early  patronage  of 
Government,  and  not  have  been  suffered  to  go  to 
decay,  it  is  true,  a  protecting  duty,  something  less 
than  is  now  comtemplated,  mij^ht  probably  have 
been  sufficient ;  but  the  duty  laid  by  die  first  tspS 
not  only  failed  in  protecting,  but  hastened  to  ruin 
a  great  portion  of  those  useful  works.  It  becomes 
necessary,  therefore,  at  the  present,  to  give  stimulus 


and  excitement  sufficient  to  recall  intoopn 
every  establishment  where  iron  can  be  mk  \ 
protecting  the  making  of  iron  is  as  necevr 
our  national  safety,  as  the  erection  of  tkk!f 
tions  along  the  seaboard,  or  the  incntt:'::^ 
proud  Navy  to  which  we  look  up  wiii&Gn 
confidence  and  pride. 

And  as  the  labor  necessary  to  produce  i^rj 
must  eventually  fix  its  relative  Talae,aWc2 
petition  will,  in  a  short  time,  bring  lkl'^c!': 
the  consumer  at  its  lowest  rate  possiir  rA  z 
place  of  being  dependent  on  foreign  ojei? 
one  of  the  first  necessaries  of  civilized  iiiti-.ii 
in  a  short  time,  be  able  to  make  it  airi^ 
article  of  export. 

Of  furnaces  we  have  sufficient  to  soppiTL. 
pigs  and  castings  required  for  oarvuQ;i!i&:i 
mstances,  of  a  quality  superior  io  asuiJn  ib 
excellence  to  any  in  the  world.  \i}xm>^ 
then,  as  the  guardians  of  the  iiiub^  ai«n« 
and  safety,  to  proceed  with  an  ni^^ 
and  to  let  the  embarrassing  speeoliiiDBaioib- 
rist  affect  the  energy  of  our  popon;  ^  ^ 
passing  the  present  tariff  entire,  assoietiicM^ 
mg  halting  manufacturer  the  stroDgamci^ 
Government  will  protect  him,  and  tbauv 
advance  forward  with  a  confideace  of  «?& 
Too  long  has  foreign  trade  assoaedaott:*^ 
distinction  which  it  never  was  entitled  to  tij 
misled  the  policy  of  our  hMMXm.f*^ 
their  attention  rrom  the  soUd  s^k«S?^ 
sources  of  the  country  ^  and,  J"*^*^®^^^ 
those  expanding  views  becoming  to  ibetew^ 
of  a  great  empire,  they  have,  in  too  many  ifc"* 
drivelled  into  all  the  narrowness  of  coaa^"^ 
calculators.  How  comes  it  that  coini«it« ffw 
dgn  trade  should  be  erected  into  a  m^f^ 
sary  fabric,  that  we  must  not  tw^ii^^^^ 
with  cautious,  trembling  delicaejf 

The  advocates  of  commewe  1««"J*^. 
resented  manufactures  as  «niiaT<w»'^  %^ 
ture  and  foreign  trade.  Thiaisw**^^. 
ufactures  are  the  surest  wPP^^^^SJaithe 
cuid  our  commerce  in  ^^uuei^^^^ 
antecedent  ability  of  the  con*"*^  ^m- 
misery  and  convulsed  stete  »  ""TZartitsi 
The  profits  of  our  foreign  tn*»;*^7iietf»^ 
into  the  previous  wealth  and  ^!^v\\|ieiiib» 
try.  The  merchant  must  be  !•»  !J ,  ^  s 
consumer ;  his  profits  must  be  ^r^^  j 
antecedent  wealth,  that  exists  ^^^ 
himself,  which  wealth  ^^^y^v^^ 
of  the  labor  of  the  country;  ^^fi»\ 
itself  into  the  ab«)lute  value  of  AesaiPj^ 
of  the  whole  labor  of  the  nation.  ^^. 
the  value  of  the  exportable  8«n*"'^,  ^^jui 
one  half  itsformer  value,  thcamounj^^ 
profit  of  the  foreign  trade «»"»', ^^fSecP' 
tionably,  as  you  then  direct  the  "J^"  p|i,»ia« 
to  a  mote  profitable  and  ^f^^S^f- 
By  the  extension  and  protecuon  «  J^  jije^f 
you  increase  the  ability  and  capacuy  ^^. ; 
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prod  actions  to  an  excess  oTer  what  we  can  dispose 
of  or  consume,  it  wonld  have  been  better  tbey  had 
not  been  produced.  The  amount  of  our  imports, 
consequently,  depends  on  the  value  of  our  exports, 
and  the  extension  of  our  commerce  must  be  regu- 
lated by  the  capacity  and  wealth  of  the  consumer ; 
for  it  must  be  recollected  that  the  price  of  the  im- 
ported article  embraces  in  it  not  only  the  profit  of 
the  merchant  importer,  but  that  ot  the  different 
capitalists  engagea  in  manufacturing  the  article  in 
foreign  countries:  the  profit  of  the  foreign  capi- 
talist  eventually  resolves  itself  into  the  wealth  of 
the  consumer  in  this  country.  And  should  forei^ 
trade  be  annihilated,  this  wealth  would  remain  m 
the  country,  and  be  transferred  to  another  purpose. 
The  loss  of  our  foreign  trade,  to  which  some 
look  with  fearful  apprehensions,  whilst  it  annihil- 
ates  the  exportation  of  our  surplus  produce,  anni- 
hilates, at  the  same  time,  the  foreign  article  of 
luxurious  accommodation.  If  the  want  of  a  profit 
on  our  export  trade  is  to  be  accounted  loss  to  the 
country,  the  reserving  that  profit  which  we  paid 
away  to  foreign  capitalists  and  manufacturers 
must  be  calculated  a  great  gain  to  the  country ; 
the  one  balances  the  other,  and  there  is  no  loss. 
The  profits  on  one  article  of  exports,  which  here- 
tofore went  to  support  the  merchant,  manufactu- 
rer, and  foreign  capitalist,  in  those  countries,  (horn 
which  our  exports  are  at  present  excluded,)  are 
reserved  at  home,  and  we  have  but  to  remove  the 
manufacturer  to  our  own  country,  and  the  whole 
profit  is  divided  between  the  manufacturer,  agri- 
culturist, and  inland  consumer;  it  exists  in  the 
country  ;  it  gives  to  national  industry  an  increas- 
ed efiiciency,  and  is  a^  greater  source  of  wealth 
and  affluence  than  before.  Does  a  nation  become 
poorer  by  the  loss  of  its  foreign  trade?  It  depends 
on  the  cause  to  which  that  loss  is  to  be  attributed. 
If  it  is  destroyed  by  a  voluntary  change  in  the  de- 
mand of  our  home  consumption,  from  articles  of 
foreign  to  articles  of  home  manufacture,  the  nation 
has  not  become  poorer. 

We  lose  the  foreign  luxury  for  articles  more 
adapted  to  our  wants  and  interests;  the  nation  has 
become  richer ;  it  has  increased  its  resources  and 
enjoyments :  it  has  directed  the  labor  of  the  coun- 
try to  articles  of  usefulness,  and  embraces  the 
power  of  maintaining  a  greater  portion  of  labor 
than  before:  and  it  is  from  labor  issues  imperisha- 
ble riches,  pure  enjo]rments,  good  morals,  social 
Erosperity,  and  individual  happiness.  Too  long 
ave  we  extended  our  views  beyond  the  horizon  of 
our  own  country  for  our  future  prosperity  and 
^eatness.  For  national  wealth,  we  must  call 
into  operation  the  dormant  resources  of  the  fossil, 
mineral,  and  vegetable  kingdoms.  For  defence 
and  safety  we  must  depend  on  the  hard-fisted  yeo- 
manry, mechanics,  and  manufacturers  of  the  coun- 
try. For  our  weapons  of  war,  to  the  rich  iron 
mines  universally  extended  over  this  wide-spread 
continent.  Is  the  proud  enjoyment  of  safety  and 
independence  to  be  balanced  bv  dollars  and  cents  ? 
I  cannot  listen  with  patience  lor  a  moment  to  this 
mercantile  per  cent,  calculation.  We  have  the 
power,  and  it  becomes  the  policy  and  duty  of  this 
House  to  save  from  the  cruel  ignominy  of  disgrace 


and  poverty  thousands  of  meritorious  individuals. 
How  cold-blooded  the  heart  that  can  behold  un- 
moved the  distressing  scenes  that  every  momen^ 
and  from  every  direction,  press  upon  the  view,  and 
can,  with  unfeeling  hardihood,  reject  the  suppli- 
cations, and  refuse  to  listen  to  ^the  reasoning,  of 
those  numerous  petitioners  that  call  for  protection 
and  support !  Away  with  this  merciless  spirit ; 
let  it  be  banished  to  the  cheerless^  grovelli^  bo* 
som  of  the  commercial  foreign  calculators^  It  be- 
comes us  to  elevate  our  views  in  proportion  to  the 
vastness  of  our  territory ;  to  caiculate  the  sum  ot 
our  enjoyments  from  the  variety  of  our  climateB, 
and  the  grandeur  of  our  future  destiny  from  the 
majestic  conformation  of  our  empire,  to  the  justice 
and  wisdom  of  our  institutions  for  the  preservation 
of  our  freedom,  and  to  the  God  of  Heaven  for  a 
continuance  of  our  union  and  happiness.  I  will 
not  be  led  further  into  debate,  but  vote  decidedly 
against  striking  out  this  important  item  of  the  bilL 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  negatived  by  yeas 
and  nays — For  the  recommitment  70,  agamst  it 
90,  as  follows : 

Ybab — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Bait, 
Barbour,  Bayly,  Brevard,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Butler  of 
New  Hampshire,  Cannon,  Clagett,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Grafts,  Crawford,  Culpeper,  Cnshman,  Cnthbert,  Ed* 
dy,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Foot,  Fuller, 
FullertoD,  Gamett,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hazard, 
Hill,  Holmes,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jonee  of 
Tennessee,  Kent,  Kinsley.  Lowndes,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Creary,  Mercer,  Morton,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachn* 
settB,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Vir- 
ginia, Pinckney,  Plnmer,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rich* 
arda,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sampson,  SiUbee,  Simkins, 
Slocumb,  B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Swearingen,  Terrell,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker 
of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Upham,  Walker,  Warfield, 
Whitman,  WiUiams  of  Virginia,  WUliams  of  North 
Carolina. 

Nats— Messrs*  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York,  Archer 
of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Baldwin, 
Bateman,  Beecher,  Bioomfield,  Boden,  Brown,  Brush, 
Burton,  Campbell,  Case,  Clark,  Cook,  Darlington, 
Davidson,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Edwards 
of  Connecticut,  Ervin,  Fay,  Fisher,  Folger,  Ford,  For- 
rest, Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania, 
Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Dela- 
ware, Hardio,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibah- 
man,  Heiiter,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Little, 
Linn,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean 
of  Kentucky,  Marchand,  Mason,  Meigs,  Metcaif,  R. 
Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell,  Moseley,  Murray,  Newton» 
Parker  of  Massachusetto,  PaUerson,  Philson,  Pitcher, 
Rich,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Rues,  Sergeant,  Settle^ 
Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of 
New  York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wiendo- 
ver,  and  Wood. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  then  moved  that  the 
bill  be  postponed  until  the  first  day  of  the  next 
session,  and  followed  his  motion  by  some  general 
remark^  against  the  bill. 

The  question  on  postponing  the  bill  was  decided 
in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays — For  the  post- 
ponement 78,  agamst  it  90,  as  follows; 


U5« 


HI8T0RT  OF  CONGRBSft 


H.OPR. 


Board  of  Nn»y 


YsA* — ^Mflstn.  Abbot,  Aleiaadcr,  AndeMODy  Archer 
of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Yirginia,  Ball,  Barbour,  Ba]r- 
^,  BreTard,  Bryan,  Barton,  Burwell,  Batler  of  New 
Hampshire,  Butler  of  La.,  Cannon,  Clagett,  Cobb, 
Cocke,  CraiU,  Crawford,  Culbreth,  Culpeper,  Caih- 
mao,  Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Pay,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Fuller,  Gamett,  Hall  of  N. 
Csirolina,  Hardin,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Johnson, 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Liver* 
more,  Lowndes,  MoCoy,  McCreary,  Mallary,  Mercer, 
Nealc,  NelMm  »f  MMsachusetts,  Ndaon  of  Virgittia, 
O^secstreet,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Plumei^ 
Baakin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Richards,  Ringgold,  Robertson, 
Stttie,  BUsbce,  Simkms,  Siocnmb,  B.  Saith  of  Vir- 
ginia.  Smith  oi  North  Carolina,  Strong  of  Vetmont, 
Swearingen,  Terrell,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tiick4r  of 
South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Upham,  Walker,  Warfield, 
'Whitman,  WiUiame  of  Virginia^  and  Williaaa  of  N. 
Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams^  Allen  of  New  York, 
Baker,  Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Bloomfield, 
Boden,  Brown,  Brush,  Campbell,  Case,  Clark,  Cook, 
Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Connectieet,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Ervin,  Folger,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fullerton,  Gross  of 
New  York,  Gross  of  PennsyWaoia,  Guyon,  Hack- 
ley,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hasaid,  Hemphill,  Haa*> 
dndu,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Heiater,  Hostetter,  Ken- 
dall, Kittsey,  Kinsley,  Little,  Limt,  Lyman,  Matlay, 
MtfLane  of  Delaware,  M«Lean  of  Kentneky,  Har- 
dhand,  Mason,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  R.  Moove^  8.  Moesei 
Mooell,  Morton,  Mosaley,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of 
MhtsachiwetU,  Patterson,  Philaoti,  Pitehar,  Rich,  Rkh- 
netod,  Rogers,  Ross,  Rnae,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  SeN 
gaant,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of  Newx  Jersey,  Smilh  of 
Maiy land,  Southai'd,  Sletena,  Stona,  Sinet,  Strong 
of  New  York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  TomUason,  Ton|>kin% 
Trai^,  Trimble,  Van  Rensselaar,  Wallace,  W^ndover, 
and  Wood. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  Shall  the  bill 
pass?  aad  deeided  in  the  affirmativ^^yeas  91, 
nays  78,  as  follows : 

if  BAS— 'Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York,  Baker, 
Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Btoomfield,  Boden, 
Brown,  Brush,  Campbell,  Casa,  Clark,  Cook,  Dar* 
lington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  DicUnson,  Dowse,  Eddy, 
Edwurds  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Ervin,  Fay,  Folger,  Ford,  Forrest,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Rail 
of  New  York,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hazard,  Hemphill, 
Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Heister,  Hostetter, 
Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Little,  Linn,  Maclay,  Mc- 
Lane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Marchand, 
Mason,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell, 
Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Patterson,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Rich,  Richmond, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Russ^  Sampson,  Siawyer,  Sergeant, 
Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  and 
Wood. 

Nat»— Messrs.  Abbot,  Aiezaodar,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vii^inia,  Ball,  Barlxmr, 
Bayly,  Brevard,  Bryan,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butler  of 
New  Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Clag- 
.ett,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Culbreth,  Cul- 


lishiT;' whi7h  wporrwas 'r^^^^ 
orth  Carolina,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Fuller,  Fuller- 1  on  the  table The  report  is  u  foUows. 


paper,  Cu8hman,_  Cuthbert,  Davidson^  Edwards  of 


ton,  Gamett,  Hall  of  North  CtmliBt,  Hitda, 
Holmea,  Hooka,  Johnsoo,  Jooti  of  Vii|aB, 
of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Livernore,  Lowndet,! 
McCreary,  Mallary,  Mercer,  Xsale,  NtiiMi  jfi_ 
chusetts.  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Ottntnet,  PvifiU 
ginia,  Pinckney,  Plumer,  Bankio,  Reed.  Ka.i4 
ards,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Settle,  Sibbee,^ 
Slocumb,  B.  Smidi  of  Vxrgiaia,  Smith  ofN*: % 
Una,  Strong  of  Vermont,  SwettiogcB,  TesK  7aa 
of  Vbginia,  Tuckef  of  South  Garolbt,  Tilr,  l^ 
Walker,  Warfteld,  Whitman,  WiUiiwiri^ 
and  WiUiams  of  North  CattUoa. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  ttnttotkkt 
for  concurrence. 
Mr.  Rich  made  a  motion  to  reeoosHhri^ie 

S'  which  the  amendment  of  the  Sastefei! 
{strict  Bank  bill  was  this  monii^  i^^. 
but  before  the  qucatton  was  taken,  iooakv? 
made  to  adjourn ;  and,  about  5  o'ehiiefa 
adjourned. 

HAoMBAT,  May  1. 

Mr.  DiCKiifsoir  picKoted  a  priiMtio^ 
merchants  and  traders  rendiag  iATinw|i«« 
in  the  interior  of  the  l^te  of  New  W 
other  States,  aasemhled  in  diecitf  of  Net  m 
praying  tfaait  ai  di^,  not  ei ceediog  teD  p?  eena 
may  be  impotied  on  ail  iito  at  BiKtMi^^ 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  tljeWisift 
which  is  oommitfed  the  bill  kyiQ^ilotMstfi^ 
of  merehandise  at  anetion  is  oerttio  cu&'B'' 
ferred. 

Mr.  Strbbt,  from  the  Cominitteeofl  Pm» 
and  ReTolntiotisry  Caaima,  to  «)ucbr.sR<n^ 
the  biU  from  the  Senate,  entided  "Adk:^ 
relief  of  Ebene2er  Soevens  aad  Austis  I^ 
legal  repreaentatiyes  of  RiehininD  S^^ 
ceased,  and  others,"  reported  the  **J™^ 
amendment,  and  it  was  eommitted  to  i  tea 
tee  of  the  Whole.  ^^ 

Mr.  SiLSBBfe,  from  the  CV)mm««2J; 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  P****"**^??^. 
and  other  officers  in  the  nafal «*|*[^^-jtfl- 
ted  States  from  «ccepttBg  of  m^Jt^^^ 
ument,  of  any  kind  wbatenr,  iij  "^^l 
Prince,  or  fbrd^  Stale,  ^^^^ 
which  was  read  twice,  •»**12«1tS> 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  engn*»i" 
third  time  to^-morrow. 

BOAKD  OF  NAVY  COMMI^^^^^.,^ 

Mr.  SiLSBEB,  from  the  ComiwUao*^^ 

Affairs,  who  were  instructed  to  ^"^^j^i^-i 

expediencj^  of  so  modify in|[  the  jj^^^j^gcjie 


board  of  Commissioners  oi  the  Navy'i      ^^ 

the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  ihe  tiffl«^^ 
presidingofficerof  that  board  J  aadaisoo^ 

the  tenor  of  the  commissions  of  we  "^®JJ|^(j  u 
of.  as  to  secure  the  accumulating  ^W    ^^. 


laienis  oi  our  naval  comnia««'^-  •--.  ^. 
ment,  by  a  periodical  rotation  mo^'^;^^.;. 
report  thereon,  stating  that  it  is  in^F'  .  ^. 
time  to  make  any  modification  ol  tne  . 
which  the  said  Iwardof  Commis«o»5Vj,: 
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ASjaumment  of  Congress. 


H.  OP  R. 


The  Committee  on  Naval  Afitin  bate,  aGCoHiitg  to 
order,  Imd  under  condderation  a  resolvtton  directing 
an  inquiry  '•  into  the  erpedientsy  of  so  modifjrtng  the 
aet  estabitthing  a  board  ef  Commiaaiofien  of  the 
Navy,  aa  to  make  the  Seoretary  of  the  Navy,  for 
the  time  baing,  the  presiding  offieer  of  that  board ; 
and  aUo  of  lo  limiting  the  tenor  of  the  commk- 
aiona  of  the  memben  thereof,  as  to  secure  the  ai^ 
ennulatisg  experience  and  talents  of  our  naval  com- 
manders in  that  department,  by  a  periodical  rotation 
in  office;"  and  submit  the  following  report :  The  aet, 
entitled  <'An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts 
for  eataUiahing  a  Navy  Department,  by  adding  thereto 
a  Board  of  Commissioneri,"  provides  that  the  board 
90  conatitated  shall  be  attached  to  the  office  of  the 
SeereUiy  of  the  Navy,  and,  under  his  superintendence, 
ahall  discharge  all  the  duties  therein  specified;  and 
that  the  record  of  their  proceedings  shall  at  all  times 
be  subject  to  his  inspection. 

As  it  would  be  often  inoonvenient,  and  sometimes 
impracticable,  for  the  Secretory  of  the  Navy  to  meet 
the  Board  of  Commissioners,  as  their  presiding  officer, 
without  neglecting  other  and  more  importont  duties, 
and  aa  the  Secretary  b,  by  the  aforesaid  act,  already 
vested  vrith  a  svpervising  and  controlling  power  of  the 
acts  and  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners, 
the  committee  do  not  perceive  the  neoessity  of  such  a 
modification  of  the  satd  act  as  is  oontomptated  by  the 
first  inquiry  directed  bv  the  rcaolation,  or  tihat  the 
public  service  would  be  benefited  thereby. 

The  committee  are  the  more  disposed  to  this  opin- 
ion from  the  consideration  that  the  limito  of  jurisdic- 
tion between  the  Secretary  and  the  Board  eeem  to  be 
perfectly  understood  by  each,  and  that  no  conflicting 
claims  exist  between  them  on  this  subject 

The  committee  are  not  advised  whether  the  resolu* 
tion  contemplates  the  Secretary  to  be  a  constituent 
part  of  the  board,  and  at  the  same  time  possessed  of 
the  control  and  superintendence  of  ito  proceedings,  or 
merely  the  presiding  officer,  with  a  casting  vote.  In 
the  latter  case,  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the  su« 
perintendence  of  one  officer  over  others,  under  distinct 
responsibilities,  as  well  as  the  circumspection  naturally 
reauHing  from  such  responsibUity,  would  be  entirely 
lost.  In  the  former  ease  the  Commissioners  would  be 
little  more  than  advisory,  and,  in  that  proportion,  be- 
reft of  responsibility. 

In  relation  to  the  second  inquiry  directed  by  the 
resoltttioB,  viz :  *'  of  so  limiting  the  tenor  of  the  commis- 
sions of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  as 
to  secure  the  accumulating  experience  and  talente  of  our 
naval  commanders  in  that  department,  by  a  periodical 
rotation  in  office,"  the  committee  beg  leave  to  remark, 
that  the  dutiea  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board 
are  not  merely  such  as  appertain  to  a  mere  naval  offieer, 
but  extend  to  other  and  important  subjecte,  with  wbteh 
such  officers  cannot  be  suppoeed  to  be  familiariy  ac* 
quainted;  they  relate  not  only  to  the  contracting  for, 
and  procurement  of,  all  articles  necessary  for  the  ar- 
mament, equipment,  and  provisioning  of  the  public 
ships,  but  also  to  the  constructing  and  repairing  of 
those  ships,  to  efiectuate  which  objecte,  in  the  cheap- 
est and  best  manner,  requires  a  fall  knowledge,  not 
only  of  the  places  at  which  materials  and  every  thing 
needful  for  these  purposes  can  most  advantageously 
be  procured,  but  also  with  persons  in  different  sections 
of  the  country  with  whom  they  can,  with  the  greatest 
reltanoe,  make  their  contracts.  The  investigation  of 
the  committee  has  led  them  to  the  conclusion,  that  too 


much  time  has  not  yet  been  allowed  to  the  preaent 
Commissioners,  to  obtain  that  intelligence  and  exM» 
rience  which  is  desirable  to  the  most  advantageene  dis- 
charge of  these  duties,  and  to  perfect  such  a  system  im 
their  department,  as  will  unfold  to  their  successors  all 
the  advantages  of  their  labors  which,  in  the  estimation 
of  the  committee,  have  been  such  as  are  honorable  to^ 
themselves,  and  highly  beneficial  to  the  public  in- 
terest 

The  committee  would  only  add,  that  a  periodical 
rotation  in  office,  from  a  given  number,  would' pre- 
elude  choice.  Such  a  rotation,  instead  of  "  securing 
the  accumulating  experience  and  talenta  ef  our  navU 
commanders,"  might  possibly  endanger  the  board  With 
qualifications  opposite  from  those  intended. 

Under  Uiese  impressions,  the  committee  are  of  opin* 
ion  tiiat,  although  occasional  changes  in  the  Board  ef 
Commissioners  may,  and  probably  would,  be  predtfo* 
tive  of  public  benefit,  yet  that  these  changes  may  wiA 
aafetf  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Exeentive ;  and 
therefore  that  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  make 
any  modification  of  the  act  nnder  which  the  sMdBMued 
of  Conmiasietters  is  establi«hed. 

ADJOURNKBNT  OF  CONGRESS. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  RoBCRTBOii.  that 
^e  committee  to  which  is  refen*ed  the  FesolutioA 
from  the  Senate,  fixing  a  period  for  the  teM&ioft- 
tioa  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  be  dk- 
chai]g;ed  from  the  further  consideratioA  thttraof; 
and,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  m^s  de- 
cided in  the  aflfirmative. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
resolutioii.  when  Mr.  Robbrtson  moved  toamffsd 
tke  same,  oy  striking  out  ^  a4th  ^y  of  April  next,* 
and  inserting  ^^  8th  of  May,  instant." 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  insert  <4:dlk 
of  May,  instant,"  instead  of  the  time  proposed  to 
be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Tatloh  then  moved  tbisx  the  resoluticm  tie 
on  the  table  *,  which  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  LiTTLfl  then  moved  to  postpone  the  resoltt* 
tion  until  Monday  next;  when 

Mr.  Trimble  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table; 
which  motion  was  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays-^ 
76  votes  to  76. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Little,  that  the  resolution  be  postponed  until 
Monday  next,  and  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas 
and  nays — ^98  votes  to  60. 

Mr.  Baldwin  then  moved  that  the  resolution  be 
recommitted  to  the  select  committee,  who  have 
been  this  day  discharged  from  its  further  consider- 
ation. 

Upon  this  motion,  and  those  which  preceded  it^ 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  debate  on  the  points; 
first,  whether  the  business  necessary  to  be  done 
could  be  transacted  by  Mondav  next ;  and,  second- 
ly, whether  the  fixinff  a  day  for  the  adjournment 
of  Congress  would  have  a  tendencv  to  accelerate 
the  progress  of  public  business.  Tne  latter  point 
was  generally  conceded,  but  the  discussion  ended 
in  the  motion  b^Pg  postponed  to  Wednesdaj,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  on  the  ground  that,  m  the 
mean  time,  such  information  might  be  in  posses- 
sion of  members  as  would  enable  them  to  decide 
more  understandingly  on  the  day  at  which  it  would 
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be  practicable,  with  a  due  regard  to  the  public  in- 
teresty  to  adjourn. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  John 
H.  Piatt  was  called  up ;  but  on  the  question  the 
House  refused,  by  a  small  ma  tori  ty,  now  to  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  unfinished 
business.  The  first  subject  in  order  was  a  motion, 
made  on  Saturday  last,  to  reconsider  the  vote 
whereby  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  Dis- 
trict bank  bill  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Mercer  supported,  at  considerable  length, 
the  motion  for  reconsideration.  In  the  course  of 
his  speech,  though  he  admitted  there  was  some 
difference  of  opinion  among  those  interested  on 
the  subject  of  the  bill  which  passed  this  House,  it 
was,  he  contended,  such  a  difference  of  opinion  as 
would  exist  in  regard  to  any  legislation  which 
might  be  proposed  in  regard  to  these  banks,  and 
was  not  such  as  to  outweigh  the  considerations  in 
favor  of  the  bill,  &c.  He  examined,  in  detail,  the 
state  of  the  banks,  and  showed  it  to  be  such  as, 
compared  with  that  of  banks  in  other  parts  of  the 
Union,  was  highly  favorable  to  them  He  was  of 
opinion,  on  the  whole,  that  the  question  respecting 
these  banks  had  better  be  decided  now  than  post- 
poned to  the  next  session,  which  would  be  the  ef- 
fect of  finally  accepting  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate. 

The  motion  for  reconsideration  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  McCoy  and  Southard,  on  the  ground  that 
the  bill,  as  amended  by  the  Senate,  afforded,  on 
the  one  hand,  every  indulgence  the  banks  had  a 
right  to  expect,  and  on  the  other  would,  if  the 
banks  were  to  be  further  renewed,  allow  of  time  to 
devise  a  system  for  that  purpose,  which  should  be 
generally  satisfactory  to  tne  stockholders. 

The  <juestion  for  reconsideration  was  decided  in 
the  n^ative — 63  to  54.  The  question  is,  there- 
fore, settled  in  both  Houses  of  Congress ;  and  the 
bill,  as  it  has  passed,  and  requires  only  the  signa- 
ture of  the  President  to  become  a  law,  is  in  the 
shape  in  which  it  was  put  by  the  Senate. 

CASH  DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  regulat- 
ing the  mode  of  collecting  duties  on  imports,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill  being  under  consideration,  the  undernamed 
gentlemen  delivered  their  sentiments  for  and 
against  the  principle  of  the  bill,  viz: 

For  the  bill — ^Messrs.  McLean,  of  Kentucky, 
Baldwin,  and  Clay.  Against  the  hill — ^Messrs. 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  Settle,  Burton,  Simkins, 
Rhea,  and  Hardin. 

Mr.  Burton,  of  North  Carolina,  spoke  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Chairman,  as  this  may  be  viewed  as  a  part 
of  that  general  system  of  measures  on  which  there 
has  been  so  much  discussion,  perhaps  an  attempt 
to  address  you  may  be  considered  an  unnecessary 
consumption  of  your  time;  for  I  freely  confess 


that  neither  vxy  habits  or  pursuits  Id  liiV. 
local  situation  of  that  part  of  the  Union r.; 
have  the  honor  to  represent,  have  ever  let!:-; 
critical  examination  of  commercial  subjfc.  i; 
are  mostly  an  agricultural  people,  cootti .  , 
ui>on  the  product  of  the  soil.  Bat,  sir,  I  &«  ^ 
scientiously  believe  that  we  have  arriyd .  ^ 
eventful  period  of  our  history  when  thed^r 
this  great  nation  is  to  be  fixed ;  and  tbiiS^^i 
whicn  has  hitherto  been  the  pride  of  thf  isf/.. 
and  the  admiration  of  the  civilized  wofk,v> 
shaken  to  its  centre.  Whether  it  will  v- ;".: 
shock,  time  alone  can  determine.  Couldbi^ 
feeble  effort  on  my  part,  throw  but  a  dBi:v 
scale  to  save  my  country,  it  is  all  towb. 
humble  talents  aspire. 

What  is  the  momentous  question  m^i'~^ 
to  the  nation?  It  is  nothing  moreMi^M^i: 
that  we  should  change  that  orders/' to eatV 
which  the  most  of  us  have  beetfiKuii*/-'' 
which  we  feel  a  parental  atlachnev.  ssi  \\f 
other  redoubtable  Knights,  famed  i& 'av  y.  i 
quest  of  new  adventures.  And  I  b^Ectu^u^ 
to  remember  that  we,  too,  mav  coi»  ihc :r 
with  windmills.  Do  we  not  tuof  tbai .:  - 
material  changes,  in  any  system  of  govmic 
we  have  continually  to  contend  with  it?  .:v 
dices  of  the  people ;  for  such  is  thehanaB^^ 
what  at  first  may  be  viewed  almost  witk  lii': 
ence,  in  process  of  time  becomes  a  batnri 
from  which  we  are  driven  with  the  graifits£ 
culty.  I  will  ask,  what  has  been  the  ^^  | 
the  leading  measures  of  the  present  sessioa.  *^' 
they  not  been  calculated  to  rouse  local  fdi^-^ 
jealousies?  Are  gentlemen  detenninedfJ?^' 
m  this  course  at  the  riskof  allconseqoa^/-^ 
they  apprized,  that,  at  every  step  of  thisBO^; ; 
legislation,  we  are  weakening  the  bonds  M** 
we  are  united?  For,  let  the  GorenimfBi ^^j; 
lose  the  affections  of  the  people,  and  ti^^'VT 
end  of  its  existence.  Has  no^.^fr^^. 
calculated  to  destroy  our  political  ^\''^,k, 
tinctly  pointed  out  by  that  ahlepilAJ^;/^;^; 

of  his  Country?  And  if  his  wami^?^*^^ 
change  your  course,  could  I  spew*'^.  ^^jj^ 
of  an  angel's  trumpet  it  wouU  fcJ^J^^  ^, 
afraid,  su;,  we  have  too  much  {J*^^J^^^^ 
mherent  m  man,  the  common  l»»/^,^.y^ 
ty,  and,  like  the  ancient  Jews, ^^^^^'^ 
of  Heaven,  not  content  evenwithaJ«°J^^  -.^ 
led  astray  by  the  example  of  the  id(^»^'^g^ 
by  which  they  were  surrounded,  tjey,  _. 
have  a  King— we,  who  have  w^f^-L j< 
with  disdain,  the  Governments  and  po^j' 
Old  World,  as  unfit  for  the  freebom  son^^  ,, 
ica,  are  now  about  to  adopjt  ^^"*  I*^^ ^jijaf^ 


tem  which,  m  my  poor  J^^^^ 
of  our  present  WPr^iaov 
We  are  told  that  France  and  ^W!'L: 


foundation 


FTC.  c*ic  wm  *"»»•  *\*«"^. -"  _j  iiiaiffe 
and  encourage  manufactories,  ^"^  ^.gaiili; 
become  manufacturers  as  the  roaOi  ^^^ 
independence.  Have  genUemen  been  .^  ^ . . 
attentive  to  passing  eyenXs^  to  ^^^f^^-fjoib 
this  advice  ?  The  honorable  g^^^^fL  ^^ 
aware  has  told  us  that  t^e  causes  o^^^jja: 
distressed  situation  of  England  had  ong 
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the  numerous  wars  in  Europe,  in  which  she  had 
taken  such  a  conspicuous  part.  With  great  cheer- 
fulness I  bestow  my  j)ittance  of  applause  on  the 
learning  and  in^nuity  of  that  honorable  gentle- 
man ;  but,  knowing  the  fallibility  of  the  human 
understanding,  and  that  the  most  learned  men 
have  erred,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  this  is  one 
of  those  few  cases  in  which  that  gentleman's  judg- 
ment has  failed  him. 

It  was  only  necessary  for  him  to  have  gone  a 
step  further  to  have  discovered  that  these  wars 
had  grown  out  of  a  system  of  measures  pursued 
by  the  individual  who  then  ruled  the  destmies  of 
France,  to  exclude  from  the  continent  of  Europe 
the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain.  So  that,  turn 
the  subject  as  you  will,  we  still  have  presented  to 
our  view  this  all-devouring  monster,  which,  like 
Aaron's  rod,  is  about  to  swallow  up  every  other 
interest  in  the  community. 

What,  then,  is  the  situation  of  Enffland,  with 
all  her  protecting  duties,  premiums,  &c.?  It  is 
true  there  are  individuals  who  have  amassed  great 
wealth ;  but  it  is  eaually  true  that  the  larger  pro- 
portion of  the  people  who,  it  is  contended,  are  to 
be  benefited  by  manufactories,  are  ground  in  the 
dust.  Are  not  our  newspapers  filled  with  assassi- 
nations and  conspiracies  to  destroy  those  Crovern- 
ments  which  are  giving  their  subjects  all  the  bles- 
sings of  immense  manufacturing  establishments  ? 

It  has  been  stated  bv  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Baldwin,]!  who  has  cer- 
tainly ffiven  us  an  excellent  specimen  of  that 
talent,  me  making  the  most  of  a  bad  cause,  and 
to  which,  I  have  no  doubt,  he  is  in  some  small  de- 
gree indebted  for  that  professional  reputation  to 
which  I  believe  him  justly  entitled,  that  commerce, 
agriculture,  and  manufactures  were  at  their  lowest 
ebb,  and  that  this  was  an  evidence  of  the  rotten- 
ness of  our  present  system;  and  from  which  it 
would  seem  that  he  inferred  that  the  only  way  to 
retrieve  our  situation  is  by  the  establishment  of 
manufactories.  To  say  nothing  of  the  injustice 
of  that  system  which  should  sacrifice  the  interest 
of  the  residue  of  the  community  for  the  benefit  of 
any  particular  class,  I  will  ask,  what  is  the  situa- 
tion of  those  nations  who  have  turned  their  atten- 
tion to  those  mines  of  wealth — manufacturing  es- 
tablishments? Are  they  in  a  better  situation  than 
we  are?  Are^not  their  subjects  goaded  and  driven 
to  desperation?  Are  they  not  ready  to  turn  upon 
those  who,  gentlemen  would  induce  us  to  believe, 
had  been  their  greatest  benefactors,  hj  bestowing 
upon  them  these  great  Uessings,  this  source  of 
wealth  and  happiness  to  a  nation — ^manufactories  ? 
Can  we  not,  then,  find  some  other  cause  for  our 
embarrassment,  independent  of  the  system  of  rev- 
enue which  has  been  adopted  by  the  Government? 
May  it  not  be  fairly  ascribable  to  that  j^eat. revolu- 
tion which  had  convulsed  the  nations  ofEurope,  and 
more  or  less  had  its  effect  on  every  nation  through- 
out Christendom,  which  had  thrown  from  their 
channel  all  the  ordinary  pursuits  of  life ;  and  since 
the  happening  of  which  event,  they  have  not  again 
had  time  to  seek  their  proper  level  ?  For  this  un- 
natural state  of  things,  (if  it  may  be  so  called,)  we 
have  had  many  remedies  prescrioed-^the  most  con- 


spicuous of  which  was  the  banking  system,  which, 
like  a  fairy  dream,  was  to  build  splendid  cities, 
without  capital,  and  we  were  to  live  in  the  most 
sumptuous  manner,  without  labor  and  without  ex- 
ertion. What  has  been  the  result?  Need  I  state 
to  this  honorable  body,  when  we  have  been  as- 
sailed with  a  general  cry  for  a  bankrupt  law,  from 
Boston'  to  New  Orleans,  and  there  is  a  universal 
complaint  of  the  greatest  distress  from  Maine  to 
Louisiana? 

And  what  security  have  we  that  this  new  scheme 
of  wealth  and  independence  may  not  prove  equally 
fallacious?  Is  this  the  time  for  trying  expen- 
ments  ?  I  have  always  understood  that  when  an 
individual  was  hard  pressed  in  his  circumstances, 
that  nothing  but  economy  and  industry  would  save 
him :  and  will  not  the  same  rules  which  are  appli- 
cable to  the  proper  management  of  the  affairs  of 
an  individual,  apply  with  equal  justice  to  the  af- 
fairs of  a  Government? 

If,  like  many  new  beginners,  we  have  li/ed  be- 
yond our  income,  should  we  not  curtail  our  expen- 
diture, and  live  within  our  means?  No  prudent 
man  would  think  of  trying  experiments  until  he 
had  spare  capital ;  and  I  hope  ttiis  nation  will  not 
depart  from  a  rule  founded  in  so  Vnuch  good  sense. 
It  was  my  intention  to  have  gone  more  at  length 
into  an  examination  of  this  subject;  but,  sir,  as 
any  thing  I  could  say  might  only  have  a  tendency 
to  obscure  those  luminous  views  of  the  subject  al- 
ready taken  by  the  honorable  eentlemen  from  Vir- 
ginia and  South  Carolina,  I  forbear  to  make  any 
additional  remark,  except  to  answer  an  argument 
used  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  which  has  not 
been  noticed  by  any  other  person :  that  is,  that 
this  protection  to  manufactures  might  be  consid- 
ered m  the  nature  of  a  voluntary  tax,  at  the  option 
of  our  citizens  \o  pay  or  not.  To  which  1  will 
reply,  that,  during  tne  French  Revolution,  it  was 
recommended  to  that  nation  to  have  but  one  tax, 
and  that,  too,  should  be  entirely  voluntary — that 
is,  a  tax  upon  breathing.  Now,  sir,  although  a 
number  of  these  articles  might  have  been  luxuries 
in  the  first  instance,  to  wit:  tea^  susar,  coffee, 
molasses,  &ci,  yet,  from  long  habit,  (if  I  may  be 
pardoned  the  expression,)  they  may  now  be  con- 
sidered a  part  of  our  constitution,  and  we  should 
almost  as  soon  think  of  living  without  the  use  of 


air. 


Mr.  Sbttlb  rose,  and  said,  the  bill  before  the 
Committee  proposes  a  radical  change  in  the  system 
for  collecting  the  revenue,  by  discontinuing  the 
credit,  hitherto  allowed  by  law,  on  bonds  for  duties, 
in  most  cases;  in  others,  greatly  shortening  the 
time  of  credit.  He  said,  fefore  he  proceeded  to 
consider  the  history  of  the  present  system,  and  some 
of  the  principal  bearings  and  consequences  of  the 
proposed  change,  he  would  take  the  liberty  to  deny 
any  analogy  which  the  advocates  of  the  bill  had 
attempted  to  establish  between  the  case  of  credit 
for  public  lands  and  that  for  duties.  He  said,  in 
the  former,  the  debt  of  the  Government  was  con- 
stantly increasing  with  great  rapidity,  and  annual 
applications  have  been  made,  and  will  continue  to 
be  made,  to  Congress,  for  a  further  extension  of 
credit.    This  extension  of  credit  we  have  hitherto 
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muted.  In  the  latter,  if  the  debt  has,  in  a  mwli 
degree,  increased,  no  applications  have  been  made 
to  extend  the  credit^  except  in  aome  few  extraordi- 
nary cases,  such  as  the  Savannah  saftrers,  when, 
he  said,  we  should  not  have  done  injustice  by 
wholly  remitting  the  duties.  In  the  rormer,  by 
dividing  the  quarter  section  of  land,  the  poor  man 
ia  enabled  to  procare  eighty  acres,  if  he  can  raise 
an  hundred  dollars ;  he  has,  therefore,  increased 
advanta^  in  coming  into  the  market,  in  compe- 
tition with  the  ad  venturous  speculator.  Under  the 
proposed  change,  all  the  advantages  which  large 
will  give  over  small  capitals,  will  be  enjoyed  by  the 
large  capitalist  over  the  young,  enterprising,  and 
industrious  merchants  of  oor  country,  with  small 
capitals,  who  depend  as  much,  or  more^  on  their 
skul  and  perseverance,  as  on  their  capitals ;  and 
these  advantages  will  be  given  to  the  foreign  cap- 
italist over  all  the  merchants  of  our  country.  But, 
he  said,  the  principal  and  characterisltc  difierenee 
between  the  two  cases  was  this:  in  the  former, 
when  the  people  in  thoee  States  and  Territories, 
in  which  the  uovemment  hold  lands,  became  gen- 
erally indebted  to  it,  and  when  a  wish.tNrodueed 
by  the  principles  of  self-defence  and  seiMnterest, 
prevailed  amongA  those  people  to  obtain  a  farther 
extension  of  credit,  then,  under  such  circumstances, 
the  land  itself  would  become  the  most  dangerous 
and  unsafe  security  the  Government  could  hold. 
The  friends  of  the  law,  changing  the  mode  of  dis- 
posing of  the  lands  of  the  (£>vemment,  have  en- 
deavored to  prevent  the  possible  occurrence  of  such 
a  state  of  things,  without  inflicting  injury  or  in« 
convenience  on  any  portion  of  our  citizens;  none 
of  those  principles  wnich  argued  strongly  in  favor 
of  the  alteration^  in  that  law.  have  any  application 
to  the  present  bill.  He  saici,  he  ^therefore  denied 
that  the  decision  of  the  House,  in  that  case,  was 
entitled  to  any  influence  on  our  deliberations  on 

much 


the  superior  contentment,  happiness,  and  patriotism, 
of  agriculturists,  which  we  are  flivored  with  on  the 
former. 

He  said,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Manufactures,  (Mr.  Balowin,)  in  the  course  of 
his  remarks  on  this  bill,  some  days  since,  referred 
to  several  petitions,  of  sundry  merchants,  and  asked 
the  committee  if  the  mercnants,  whose  interests 
was  so  warmly  defended,  might  be  permitted  to 
decide  this  question.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  bdieved 
those  who  opposed  the  bill  might  safely  answer, 
and  tell  the  honorable  member,  toe  merchants  may 
decide,  but,  before  it  is  determined  that  the  decision 
is  binding,  it  should  be  ascertained  that  a  majority 
of  the  merchants  have  expressed  an  opinion  ntvor- 
able  to  the  proposed  change,  not  the  merchants  of 
one  or  two  cities  alone. 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  presumed  that  the  member  would 
not  pretend  to  say,  a  majority  of  the  merchants 
had  petitioned  for  the  change  proposed  by  this  bill. 
Then,  for  what  purpose  is  it  asked,  whether  the 
merchants  may  decide  this  question?  He  said, 
the  long  petition  which  had  been,  presented  during 
this  discussion,  and  which  was  extended  from  one 


side  of  the  hall  to  the  other,  contUDSDopfnj 
wish  for  the  contemplated  ehe]ige,bQtoBiri^j 
for  the  imposition  of  a  tsi  on  saks  tineu 
Why,  then,  he  asked,  this  great  dii^affKaa 
having  no  application  to  the  preKotquo.*'  ^ 
said  he  would  suppose,  for  a  moment,  a  k^^ 
did  not  exist,  that  the  majoritv  of  masaiA 
expressed  an  opinion  favorame  to  tk  {k^ 
of  the  present  bill ;  he  then  would  tik,!i':fr 
gain  was  to  be  concluded  oa  by  and  l«ie!! 
manufiictarers  and  merchants,  witboot  of!^ 
the  great  agricultural  interest  of  the  U&k  h 
interest  will  be  materially  aflectedbribtn 
tionsof  the  proposed  change,  wliieika::.' 
hoped  would  not  take  place  until  dntiiiR^s 
an  opportunity  to  speak  and  beboid  1'^ 
said  tbe  system  which  isnowofferafK^^i:^:? 
vfas  one  of  acknowledged  exedlntiA/ v:* 
utility  had  been  sanctioned  bjkofffafe: 
many  years ;  under  its  oTptniwma^if^^ 
merce,  and,  he  said,  he  wonld  aUwittm 
had  increased  and  prospered  tomaaiatW-3 
tent.  But  it  has  hem  said,  bftheiifwip' 
this  bill,  the  Congress  have  at  nhoaMK-^ 
fered,  and  changed  this  system.  Mr.  S. « 
was  true,  as  oar  agrouloire  and  waaw- 
creased  and  as  the  latter  had  foaidad*** 
and  diversfied  channels,  Congress  hini^ 
and  gradually  extended  tbecwditforte  fl^* 
he  asked,  do  the  advocates  of  this  Wf'^ 
prove thesystem?  He8aid,bypeTWB¥»f^ 
by  which  the  Gtovemment  has  hitliefic»'^ 
fluenced.  .  j,^ 

Mr.  8.  said  he  would  caU  the  anow^ 
Committee  to  the  amount  of  the  mot  i^*^ 
under  the  present  system  from  "sto»  » 
the  Committee  had  been  refened toit  W*^^; 
course  of  this  discussiouj  and  he  vok  w^^ 
for  the  reason  that  he  belieTed  tt^^Ti. 
in  passing  on  to  the  point  hewj""?,^. 
sai^from  the  4th  of  March,  l^^^fi^ 
1819,  from  customs  alone  has  ko^^j 
sumof»318,738,l61  02.  TJiBaJ^^, 
of  revenue  has  been  colleded  wbJ^^]^^ 
owing  to  its  equality  and  joj^tica"^  -^^ 
felt  it  5  and  he  said  it  okMk^^^ 


SV5l" 


the  fear  of  contradiction,  tbalitl*  J*V^,^ 
with  less  loss  and  expense  n«"^J^Hes' 
than  it  could  have  been  tmdetiiil^^i^^ 


the  sum  collected,  within  the  ^ 
internal  revenue,  direct  taxes, 


sales  of  public  lands,  and  "Jtswiw  ^^ 
exceeds  fifty-five  millions  of^f^^ni^^'' 
the  people  of  this  Union  h«d  ^j^'^^ 
more  discontent  under  the  eoUectionj^  ^ 
than  under  that  of  the  first  i^^^r'r^T^, 
B.  said,  he  would  here  a**^***  Iflufti-^ 
had  been  enabled  to  do  ^^^^^\^tii^l'^ 
principally  from  customs  ?  He^  ^  ^•.  ^ 
prmcipally  from  customs,  Decauj»  y^  ^.i 
lected  from  every  other  so^cej^  ^^^ 
when  compared  to  that  <wllc«|?»  .^j|^g< 
id  it  must  be  answered,  ^^^^.^odi 


mmc  dciI'u  «•  >«««Aw«  f^  «.— —         -      nitt  nif ^'^"^ 

ment  has  been  enabled  to  fw«nio^^  ^^^^ 

which  we  owed  at  the  ^*^.^  u  the^'' 
with  unexampled  rapidity;  wim 
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meni  has  built  and  eqQipped  a  navy,  which,  in  its 
infancy,  has  become  the  pride  and  boast  of  oor 
country,  and  secured  for  us  the  respect  and  admi- 
ration of  the  world ;  with  it  the  GoTcmment  has 
been  enabled  to  adopt  the  policy  of  France,  in  great 
and  exp^sive  maritime  fortifications ;  and,  with 
it,  provision  has  been  made  for  the  surviving  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  who 
are  poor,  at  aa  ezpeose  little  si^ort  of  93,000,000. 
He  said,  he  would  say  nothing  of  our  standM 
army,  the  splendid  and  costly  public  edifiees  whi^ 
have  been  erected,  and  our  ability  to  relierc  the 
people  from  the  burden  of  taxation  at  the  close  of 
the  late  war;  but  would  content  himnlf  in  saving 
the  Government  had  been  enabled  to  do  ev^ry  tkmf 
which  contribnted  to  national  defence,  the  happi- 
ness and  prosperity  of  the  peonle.  Mr.  8.  said, 
he  had  not  mirsued  this  methoa  in  his  remarks  to 
secure  for  tne  present  syton  the  veneratioB,  or  even 
the  respect,  of  those  gentlemen  who  look  on  it  as 
unsound  and  rotten,  and  who  would  place  their 
hands  on  it  to  consign  it  to  destruction ;  but  solely 
for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  the  point  on  which 
the  opposers  of  this  bill  can  stand  erect,  and  say  to 
its  supporters,  ha&ds  ofi^  touch  not  the  present 
system,  unless  you  can  show  considerable  evils 
arising  out  of  it,  or  advanta|[e8  to  be  derived  from 
the  proposed  change;  and,  if  vou  cannot,  as  you 
have  not,  pointsd  out  any  evils  arisinc  from  the 
present  system,  befcMre  yon  ask  os  for  me  change, 
gi  ve  us  not  guesses,  give  ms  not  calculations,  merely 
conjectural)  but  give  us  certainty,  or  somediing 
approximating  certainty,  in  your  calculations,  of 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  this  change. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  hoped  the  Commfttee  would  bear 
in  mind  how  the  supporters  of  this  bill  approach 
the  present  system ;  taey  begin  by  giving  us  feel- 
ing descriptions  of  the  pecmiiary  embarrassments 
uimer  which  our  citizens  are  laooring.  He  said 
he  would  not  say,  as  he  certainly  did  not  believe, 
gentlemen  exasgmted  in  their  repksentations  of 
Sie  distresses  of  the  people ;  but  he  would  say,  they 
had  been  stated  here,  and  by  those  who  have  writ- 
ten on  measures  with  which  this  bill  has  connexion, 
to  the  fnll  extent  to  which  they  exist.  He  said,  it 
had  been  stated,  by  one  of  these  writers  that  nvan- 
bers  of  our  citizens,  possessed  of  valuable  talents, 
and  disposed  to  be  useful,  but  unable  to  find  em- 
ploy ment,  are  migratmg  to  Cuba,  where,  under  a 
despotic  ffovermnent,  among  a  population  princi- 
pall|P  of  slaves,  and  subject  to  the  horrors  of  the 
inquisition,  they  seek  an  asylum  from  the  distress 
they  suffer  here.  Mr.  S.  said  he  did  not  advert  to 
this  statement  to  question  its  correctness,  but  to 
show  the  avarice  and  cupidity  with  which  these 
manufacturers  have  been  governed.  He  asked 
what  eacouraffement,what  inducements,  must  the 
Congress  holo  out  to  these  men,  to  retain  them 
here ;  men  who,  eagerly  in  pursuit  of  gain^  will 
leave  this  country,  where  civil  liberty  is  enjoyed 
to  the'  full  extent  to  which  human  wisdom  can 
improve  it^  where  little  or  no  taxes  are  paid; 
where  provisions  and  raw  materials  are  selling  for 
nothinff,  when  compared  with  former  prices ;  ai^ 
where  labor  is  high,  and  go  to  Cuba  ?  Must  we, 
said  he,  in  order  to  retain  them,  pass  the  tariff  bill, 


the  bill  now  before  us,  and  the  bill  to  impose  a  tax 
on  sales  at  auction  ?  Are  we  to  pay  them  this 
price,  at  the  expense  of  the  other  great  interest  of 
society  ?  And  can  it  be  said,  we  shall  not,  at  no 
distant  period,  be  called  on  by  them  to  go  to  the 
ultimaCum  mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  TvLEtt,)  and  pay  them  premiums  and 
bounties  on  exportation  ?  He  said  he  hoped  the 
supporters  of  the  bill  would  give  those  who  differed 
from  them  in  opinion  time  to  reflect  five  or  six 
months,  within  which  we  can  deliberate  and  de- 
termine how  frir  we  must  go  in  the  encouragement 
of  domestic  manufactures,  and  within  which  the 
great  agricultural  and  commercial  interests  of  the 
country  can  speak  and  be  heard. 

Mf?  S.  said  he  would  here  tell  the  supporters  of 
the  bill,  they  had  made  no  progress  in  proving  the 
necessity  or  propriety  of  the  proposed  change  by 
their  representations  of  the  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments of  the  people ;  for,  with  this  weapon,  they 
may,  with  equal  propriety  and  expectation  of  suc- 
cess, attack  any,  the  most  fixed  principles  of  our 
Qovemment;  uiorder  these,  as  well  as  under  the 
sptem  you  are  about  to  change  have  our  pecu- 
niary distresses  taken  place.  He  said,  however 
great,  in  general,  our  inclination  may  be  to  inno- 
vation, and  however  fixed  may  be  the  opinion  of 
some,  that  no  change  can  be  for  the  worse,  he 
would  not  touch  the  present  system,  unless  the 
friends  of  the  change  can  show  our  present  em- 
barrassments arise  out  of  this  system.  He  said, 
when  the  friends  of  the  bill  had  been  called  on  to 
point  out  the  source  from  which  our  pecunia^ 
distresses  arise,  they  say  from  the  want  of  suffi- 
cient protection  to  domestic  industry ;  which  words, 
he  said,  according  to  their  late  signification,  (since 
the  rejection  of  all  the  principles  and  maxims  of 
the  most  approved  writers  on  political  economy,) 
mean  nothing  more  or  less,  in  the  sense  in  which 
they  are  pressed  on  us,  than  domestic  manufac- 
tures. He  said  the  friends  of  the  present  bill  argue 
that  the  repeal  of  the  present  system  will  contri- 
bute to  the  protection  of  domestic,  by  lessening  the 
importations  of  foreign  manufactures,  from  the 
great  importations  of  which,  our  embsurrassments 
hare  principally  arisen.  The  friends  of  this  bill 
further  say,  that  foreign  manufactures  have  been 
imported  into  this  country,  and  sold  at  prices  far 
below  those  at  which  thev  are  purchased  at  the 
place  of  manufacture.  Mr.  S.  said  it  appeared 
more  probable  that  such  a  trade  would  ruin  the 
sellers  than  injure  the  buyers,  and  that  it  could 
not  continue  lon^  without  ruin  to  the  foreign  im- 
porterj  and  to  his  Qovemment,  if  supported  by  it. 
He  said  it  appeared,  from  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  that  the  amount  of  importa- 
tions had  greatly  decreased.  This  fact,  taken  in 
connexion  with  the  general  assertion  that  our 
country  is  inundated  with  foreign  goods,  proves 
that  the  people  have  recommenced  habits  or  econ- 
omy without  legislative  coercion.  He  said  he 
would  ask,  whether  the  importation  of  foreign 
goods  had  any  agency  in  raising  the  price  of  lands 
from  fifry  to  an  Hundred  per  cent.,  and  that  of  all 
property  in  the  same,  or  a  greater  proportion  ?  He 
said  it  was  weU  known  that  this  great  and  rapid 
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increase  of  price  had  taken  place  in  most  parts  of 
the  Union.  He  could  speak  more  particularly  of 
North  Carolina ;  there,  on  the  rivers,  land  had 
risen,  within  the  last  five  or  six  years,  from  one 
hundred  to  an  hundred  and  fifty  per  centum,  and 
continued  so  until  about  twelve  months  since,  and 
then,  unimproved,  half  our  lots  in  new  towns  estab- 
lished on  the  rivers,  sold  at  six  and  eight  thousand 
dollars  each.  No  one,  he  said,  would  pretend  to 
say  that  importations  of  foreign  goods  had  pro- 
duced this  rapid  increase  of  price  in  property. 
Mr.  S.  said  our  embarrassments  arose,  not  from 
importations  of  foreign  goods,  but  from  other  and 
distinct  causes.  They  arose  from  the  great  num- 
ber of  banks  which  have  inundated  our  country 
with  their  paper,  at  one  period,  and  the  necessity 
they  were  under,  at  another,  to  withdraw  large 
quantities  of  that  paper  from  circulation,  to  give 
currency  to  the  residue  3  from  that  insatiable  thirst 
most  men  have  for  speculation  and  profit,  which 
makes  them  measure  their  wants  and  necessities 
by  the  degrees  of  facility  with  which  they  can  ob- 
tain money ;  and  from  the  pecuniary  embarrass- 
inents  of  those  countries  with  which  we  have  car- 
ried on  our  principal  commerce.  He  said,  on  this 
point,  he  would  refer  to  the  petition  of  the  citizens 
of  Pike  county,  Penns]rlvania,  lately  addressed  to 
their  legislature,  in  which  they  state,  at  no  period 
since  the  Revolution  has  greater  distress  been  felt 
than  at  the  present  moment.  We  consider  the 
banking  system  to  have  been  the  principal  cause. 
Instead  ot  becoming,  as  was  predicted,  blessings  to 
the  people,  banks  have  become,  like  the  scorpions 
amongst  tne  children  of  Israel,  a  curse  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  perfect  beasts  of  prey.  He  said  he  re- 
ferred to  this,  as  expressive  ot  his  own  opinion, 
and  he  believed  that  of  the  people  generally,  in 
relation  to  the  injuries  which  have  arisen  from  the 
banking  system,  in  the  extent  to  which  it  has  ex- 
isted. He  said  he  would  repeat,  that  our  pecuni- 
ary embarrassments  have  not  arisen  from  the  sys- 
tem for  collecting  duties,  the  repeal  of  which  is 
now  considered  necessary  in  affording  due  protec- 
tion to  domestic  manuiactures ;  but  from  other 
and  distinct  causes,  which  he  had  endeavored  to 
assign.  He  said  it  was  not  to  be  expected,  when 
the  friends  and  opposers  of  the  bill  differed  so 
widely  in  relation  to  the  causes  of  our  embarrass- 
mentSj  that  there  should  be  an  agreement  between 
them  m  relation  to  the  remedy. 

Mr.  S.  said  the  friends  of  the  bill  have  said, 
during  this  debate,  that  commerce  had  been  stim- 
ulated above  health  point ;  and  they  tell  us  com- 
merce and  agriculture  are  now  prostrate,  nearly 
bloodless  and  lifeless ;  and,  he  asked,  what  was 
the  remedy  proposed  ?  Sir,  it  is  copious  bleeding, 
severe  blistering,  and  cupping. '  Yes,  sir,  with  the 
tariff  biU  they  wish  to  bleed ;  with  the  bill  before 
us  blister ;  and,  he  supposed,  with  the  auction  bill, 
as  It  IS  called,  cup  agriculture  and  commerce,  to 
restore  them  to  health  and  vigor.  He  said  it  was 
unnecessary  to  dispute  about  the  skill  of  the  advo- 
cates for  this  change-~of  that  he  would  say  noth- 
ing ;  but  the  remedy  proposed  in  such  a  case,  was 
so  unnatural,  so  opposed  to  every  principle  of  rea- 
son, and  he  had  come  near  saying  common  sense. 


he  hoped  the  Committee  would  preTa'aiir 
cation.  | 

Mr.  S.  said,  should  the  bill  pass,iir:  { 
operation,  draw  from  circulation  into^y^LJ 
ury,  in  one  year,  about  double  the  s:  r  -il 
would  be  drawn  in  under  the  present  r^ '' 
the  amount  of  importations  should  my^~ 
rially  lessened.   The  prospective  payms:  :^  • 
Treasury  from  bonds,  for  twelve  mmiv^i 
amount  to  about  twenty  millions  of  6ikp.  r:<| 
amount  of  duties  accrumg  during  tbesKp^*: 
and  payable  in  cash,  under  asupposi&iksr 
porta  tions  were  not  lessened,  majr  be  £Hi  :i 
twenty  millions  of  dollars  more  fleiv- 
country  was  not  at  this  time  able  tobeir^'. 
contribution ;  it  would  greatly  iop,  iiLi^ 
stroy,  every  branch  of  national  leiBsn  Ik\ 
manufacturing  industry  would  htvms ism\ 
by  it  as  any  other  interest    He  flid  if  n»  i  cc:- 
rect  principle  in  government  to  lawiBtk|Kyi« 
of  the  people  their  money,  until  it  ks»^fffi- 
sary,  to  attain  the  legitimate  objatstf^Oc"- 
ernment,  to  call  it  out    The  }ta^  vt  'tj. 
qualified,  until  the  necessity  for  thisolietici 
employ  their  money  most  to  their  owia^n^ 
and  that  of  the  Grovemment  itsdf. 

He  said,  if  the  bill  was  intended  as  a  m»' 
increase  tne  revenue,  and  sapftftki^'^^ 
Treasury,  he  would  tell  its  supportasittoi.' 
no  such  thin^,  it  will  greatly  less©  iffljwa* 
by  withdrawing  a  large  capital  from  cc*^ 
and  consequentiy  lessen  thereresue.  Hcsl-^ 
giving  up  the  present  sptcm,  we  shall  kw^^s 
which  there  is  infinitely  more  certaintr^ff 
lation  than  on  that  for  which  it  is jW'^* 
changed..  He  said,  we  should  not aciiK*?; 
trimony  in  expectancy,  fora  litdewi^«»'' 
cut  after  the  golden  egg  prematarelf 

He  said,  if  the  bill  was  inteoded  asaas^ 
to  encourage  domestic  manufactme.  tw. » 
dition  to  the  objection  that  it  will4«»^^j^f 
sums  of  capital  from  cireulatioii>^^^ 
operated  unequally ;  for  it »  »*®2??,pfo 
venting  the  importation  of  tho^^J*^  ^ 
we  have  no  objection,  as  it  ^^f^^^gesi 
importation  of  those  which  itBif^'^ 
to  exclude.  ,_..B»Tiri 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  viewed  thisa»«r?i*j; 
of  a  great  system  for  the  encoanp"^  ^j  ^ 
tic  manufactures,  and  expressed  a  ""P 
Committee  would  indulge  hia^J^^Si 
and  attempted  a  reply  to  someof  tkcp*.,  ^j 


He  4^ 


1: 


guments  urged  in  iavor  of  its  l»f*?*'f  ,|  *r^- 
had  been  argued  that  it  was  the  duty  oW^^ 
menls  to  employ  their  idle  VOp»^^^ 


labor,  and  it  was  the  duty  of  this  so  to«^^  ^^ 
domestic  manufactures,  as  to  ^^.'J^^i 
ployment  that  portion  of  our  J^P^fSutDis*' 
now  idle.    He  said  it  was  true^  that   » 
terest  of  all  Governments  thitJh^P^^i 
should  be  usefully  emi^oyed,  and  tutn 
ble  we  should  have  no  idle  and  asd^  ^.5 

to  effect  this,  he  said,  it  was jhe^i? fr«'^'- 
ment  to  secure  to  each  wditiduai  «^^^  ^^^^.^ 
interrupted  enjoyment  of  his  We,  mo^  j^  0\ 
erty,  and  to  leave  him  free  to  espg^ 
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of  his  choice ;  and,  he  said,  there  is  no  doubt  he 
will  engage  in  that  employment  in  which  he  be- 
lieres  he  can  most  benefit  his  own  interest,  and, 
consequently,  that  4>f  his  country.  But  suppose, 
sir,  said  he,  we  attempt  to  invite  to  labor  that  por- 
tion of  our  citizens  wno  wish  to  engage  in  manu- 
factures, by  encouragement  to  domestic  manufac- 
tures, at  the  expense  of  apiculture  and  commerce, 
we  snail  then  employ  actively  one  man  in  twenty, 
and  lessen,  if  not  destroy,  the  industry  and  enter- 
prise of  the  other  nineteen  of  all  our  population. 
He  said  it  certainly  could  not  be  believed  we  should 
add  to  the  sum  total  of  national  industry,  by  giv- 
ing this  extraordinary  encouragement  to  domestic 
manufactures.  We  should  have  all  the  branches 
of  national  industry  on  an  equal  footing,  and  not 
ffive  one  a  preference  over  the  others.  He  said,  no 
Government  which  will  interfere  with  national 
industry,  and  give  one  branch  of  it  a  preference 
over  the  other,  to  draw  private  capital  from  one 
channel  to  another,  can  justify  that  interference  on 
any  other  principle  than  that  the  people  cannot, 
or  will  not  pursue  their  own  interest,  and  that  they 
are  incompetent  in  the  management  of  their  pri- 
vate individual  affidrs.  These  princi||les,  he  said, 
however  true  they  might  be  in  other  countries, 
were  not  true  in  relation  to  the  people  of  this 
country. 

Mr.  S.  said,  it  had  been  stated  in  this  debate  that 
manufactures  flourished  during  the  war,  but  peace 
destroyed  them.  He  said  if  this  statement  {woved 
any  thing,  it  was  the  want  of  congeniality  of  in- 
terest between  domestic  manufactures  and  the  other 
branches  of  national  industry ;  that  the  blasts  which 
brought  pestilence  and  death  to  all  other  branches 
of  industry,  were  pleasant  zephyrs  to  manufactures. 
He  said  he  regretted  to  hear  this  statement ;  he  had 
always  believed,  and  still  believed,  the  three  great 
branches  of  national  industry  could  live  and  flou- 
rish together ;  and  they  will,  unless  the  avarice 
and  cupidity  of  those  engaged  in  the  one  require 
and  obtain  too  great  sacrifices  from  those  pursuing 
the  others. 

Mr.  S.  said  our  independence  had  been  appealed 
to  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  and  we  have  been 
told  of  our  degradation  in  depending  upon  foreign 
nations  for  manufactured  articles.  He  said  it  was 
in  the  nature  of  our  Government  and  civil  insti- 
tutions, to  inculcate  on,  and  foster  in  the  midst  of 
our  citizens,  an  ardent  attachment  to  independence 
and  the  principles  of  civil  liberty ;  and,  he  said, 
this  will  continue  to  be  the  case  until  we  become 
so  much  more  wise  than  our  fathers  that  we  must 
amend  and  interpolate  their  works. 

He  said  examples  had  been  drawn  from  indi- 
vidual life  in  this  debate^  he,  therefore,  felt  justi- 
fied in  following  the  example,  and  would  ask,  if 
any  man  would  feel  degraded,  or  less  independent, 
in  sending  his  work  to  me  shop  of  his  neighbor,  if 
his  neighbor  took  part  of  his  surplus  prmluce  in 
pay?  Be  said  the  understanding  of  the  man  could 
not  be  much  admired,  who,  to  become  independ- 
ent, would  leave  a  profitable  profession,  or  the  call- 
ing of  a  respectable  farmer,  and  torn  cobler.  He 
said  he  had  a  respect  for  all  honest  men,  be  their 
trade  whatever  it  may ;  but  there  is  a  social  de- 


pendence mutually  existing  between  men  of  the 
same  country,  and  between  difi*erent  nations;  and 
he  believed  its  destruction  would  materially  lessen 
the  sum  total  of  human  happiness. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  not  indulge  himself  in  de- 
tailing melancholy  forebodings  of  the  deleterious 
efiects  of  this  measure,  and  the  others  with  which 
it  is  connected,  on  our  navy,  on  our  revenue,  and 
on  the  habits,  morals,  and  condition  of  our  citi- 
zens. He  said  he  had  them — he  felt  them — but 
he  would  leave  them  to  time  and  experience  to 
develope — the  best  crucible  for  the  trial  of  meas- 
ures and  men. 

Mr.  Rhea  said:  The  first  section  of  the  bill 
under  consideration  contains  four  principles  rela- 
tive to  the  disposition  of  merchandise  imported  into 
the  United  States.  The  first  principle  is,  that  the 
duties  laid  on  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States  from  and  after  the 
— «—  day  of ^  except  certain  articles  enumera- 
ted in  the  first  section,  shall  be  paid  before  a  per- 
mit shall  be  granted  for  landing  the  same,  except- 
ing such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  as  may 
be  entered  for  exportation^  or  deposited  in  store- 
houses. The  second  principle  includes  the  several 
articles  enumerated  in  the  first  section,  and  ex- 
cepted from  the  general  operation  of  the  bill,  in 
respect  to  cash  payment  of  duties  thereon.  The 
third  principle  includes  merchandise  entered  for 
exportation ;  and  the  fourth  principle  includes  mer- 
chandise intended  to  be  deposited  in  storehouses. 

The  second  section  provides  that,  where  the 
amount  of  duties  on  the  articles  enumerated  and 
excepted  in  the  first  section,  and  included  within 
the  second  principle  or  class  of  merchandise^  im- 
ported in  any  ship  or  vessel  on  account  of  one 
person  only,  or  of  several  persons  jointly  interest-  ^ 
ed,  shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  dollars,  the  same 
shall  be  immediately  paid ;  and  if  exceediuff  that 
sum,  shall  be  paid  or  secured  to  be  pniid.  If  on 
teas,  one-third  in  three,  one-third  in  six,  and  one- 
third  in  nine  calendar  months.  If  on  the  other  ar- 
ticles excepted  and  enumerated  in  the  first  section 
of  the  bill,  one-half  shall  be  paid  in  three,  and  the 
other  half  in  six  months,  from  the  date  of  the  re- 
spective importations. 

The  other  sections  of  the  bill  contain  regulations 
relative  to  merchandise  entered  for  exportation, 
and  to  merchandise  deposited  in  storehouses. 

In  the  first  section  of  the  bill  is  an  enumeration 
of  articles  excepted  from  cash  payments.  The  ex- 
cepted articles  are,  ''dying  dru^,  and  materials 
'  for  composing  dyes,  ffum  arabic,  ^m  Senegal, 
'  and  all  articles  used  solely  for  medicinal  purposes, 
'  cassia,  cinnamon,  cloves,  chocolate,  cocoa,  cofiee, 

*  indigo,  mace,  molasses,  nutm^,  pepper,  pimen" 

*  to,  salt,  ochre,  sugar,  tea."  Of  these,  as  has  been 
already  observed,  me  second  section  provides,  that 
duties  shall  be  paid  in  three,  six,  and  nine  months, 
and  that  the  duties  on  all  the  other  enumerated  ar- 
ticles shall  be  paid  in  three  and  six  months. 
What,  then,  are  the  articles  of  merchandise  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  on  which,  by  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  the  duties  shall  be  paid  be- 
ibre  a  permit  be  granted  for  landing  the  same? 
They  are  all  manufactures  of  wool,  of  cotton,  of 
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UneHy  of  hemp,  of  iron,  all  wines,  and  spirits  of 
every  kind,  and  other  articles  not  enumerated  or 
provided  for  in  the  said  first  section.  These  are 
the  principles  of  this  bill,  the  enactment  of  which 
into  a  law  is  so  earnestly  urged* 

What  will  be  the  operation  of  this  bill  if  it  be- 
comes a  law?  or  on  whom  will  it  chiefly  operate? 
Th^  answers  to  these  questions  are  important,  and 
ought  to  be  duly  considered.  A  sentleman  from 
Maryland  has  informed  us  that,  if  the  merchants 
are  to  pay  cash  for  duties  on  merchandise,  as  pro- 
vided for  by  this  bill,  they  will,  in  his  opinion,  be 
compelled  to  lay  about  ten  per  cent,  in  addition  to 
the  price  of  the  article  of  merchandise.  The  du- 
ties charged  bv  the  existing  tariff  on  all  articles  of 
foreign  growth  and  merchandise  imported  into  the 
United  States,  and  chargeable  with  duties,  are  now 
verv  high ;  in  some  cases  amounting  nearly  to  a 
prohibition,  if  not  altogether. 

This  bin,  if  it  beeonues  a  law,  will,  it  is  believed, 
operate  iajurioiisly  to  the  agriculture,  to  the  com- 
merce, and  to  the  revenue  of  the  Uniied  States, 
apd  will  ai^iiMmt  the  neeesaity  of  a  system  of  in- 
ternal taxation  of  a  general  or  particular  kind. 
The  effects  which  will  be  produced  by  this  biU,  if 
it  becomes  a  law,  may  be  apparent.  These  e&cts 
will  operate  on  the  consumers  of  every  description 
of  merchandise  of  foeeign  j^rowth  or  naanafaeture, 
|)aying  duties  or  of  domestic  maaufactuies  not  suh- 
jeot  to  any  duties.  The  agricultural  part  of  the 
community  is  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  these 
United  States,  and  does  consume  the  largest  quan- 
tities of  merchandise;  and  being  the  chief  con- 
sumer of  merchandise,  do  pay  the  greatest  portimi 
of  revenue  arising  from  duties  on  merchandiBe. 
The  principles  of  the  Government  of  these  United 
States  are  not  similar  to  the  principles  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  any  other  nadon.  In  the  United  States 
the  people  are  the  sovereign,  and  hold  in  their 
hands  the  power  of  the  Government.  I  will  vote, 
«iid  Mr.  R.,  to  strike  out  the  first  section,  and  I 
hope  it  will  be  stricken  out 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  SiLsns'a  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  first  section-^that  ia,  to  reject 
the  bill,  and  canrie4---ayes  66,000  60. 

The  question  was  then  inuaediately  taken  to 
concur  with  the  Committee  in  striking  out  the 
fiffsl  aeotidm  of  the  bill,  and  deeidi^^For  concur* 
rence,  91  -,  against  it,  56,  as  fotionrs: 

YaAs— M«a«Bi.  Abbot,  Aiexaadar,  Alien  of  l^n- 
MMM,  Archsr  of  Msiyl«ad»  Arekw  of  Virginia,  Ball, 
Barbour,  Bajljr,  Brown,  Bryan,  Barton,  Bnrwo]!, 
Butlor  of  New  Hampahire,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Can* 
non,  Clageit,  Cobb,  Crafts,  Culpeper,  Cuabman,  Cuth* 
bert,  Dennison,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Ed- 
wards of  Penniylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Puher,  Pl^d,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fullcrton,  Gamett,  Har- 
drn,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Johnion,  Jones  of  Vii^inia, 
Jones  of  Tcnnesiiee,  Kent,  Kinsley,  Linn,  Livermore, 
Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maelay,  McCov,  McCreary,  Mal- 
l«ry,  Marehand,  Mercer,  Monell,  Morton,  Neale,  Nel- 
seo  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton, 
Owentrsst,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Plumer, 
Bhea,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Sor- 
ffeant,  Settle,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Siocamb,  Smith  of 
Mai>yi«nd,  Smith  of  North  Caroiina,  Stssat,  Strong  of 
Venaant,  Stvoiig  of  N«w  York,  Sweirmgan,  Tair, 


Taylor,  TenreJI,  Tomiiaion,  Tracy,  Tadct . 
ginia.  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tjier.Waer.f 
man,  Williama  of  Virginia,  Williaau  of  >£«  ( 
olina,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  vAdams,  AUeo  of  ^tw  Fr^ ..j 
denon,  Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beedier,  Ec« 
Boden,  Brush,  Campbell,  Caie,  Cocke,Ci&4. 
breth,  Darlington,  DewiU,  Dickmson,  Dmr.': 
Ford,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gran  of  Pe&?<K. 
Goyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  Tork,  El  kk 
ware,  Hendricks,  Hibshman,  Heister,  fis^,  1- 
eey,  Little,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mcl«{^!» 
toeky.  Mason,  Meigs,  MeteaM;  R.  Moor,!  «» 
Murray,  Parker  of  Massaehosett*,  PttllllR.^Je 
Rklunond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Shaw,  SlMmfiiseiV 
Jeisegr,  Stevens,  Slorrs,  TrimMe^  Via  ioav 
Wattace,  and  Wendover. 

And  so  the  bill  was  rejected. 


TuaasAY,  May  i 
A  message  from  the  Senate  inM^&K 
that  the  Senate  have  pasnd  the  biiiit£B«s 
entitled  an  aet  for  the  relief  of  hai^^^ 
nnd  others,  of  the  natioii  of  Stockidrli^ 
residing  in  |ke  Stateof  New  YoiwitinsB.' 
ment.  They  hare  also  paaed  Uils  of  titt  lu^i 
ing  titles,  to  wit :  An  act  to  regoltte  tke)»: 
the  clerk  and  marshal  o(  the  distnct  vmt^ 
United  States  f(»  the  State  of  Lowaii;ii<" 
act  further  to  regnkte  the  MediedDsao^^ 
the  Army;  in  which  amendmeDt  aii^^ 
ask  the  conoairenee  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BnwAiuw,  of  Coiwa* 
the  Committee  OB  the  Jndieiarj  voc  ^»"^ 
inquire  into  the  expedtency  of  «iitl«  * 
marshal  of  the  district  of  CoonatieoUJ*^ 
of  Newgale  prison,  in  the  State  of  j-?^'?. 
for  the  purpose  of  confining  to  ^^Jt 

gisoners  as  shall,  by  the  courts  of  tK^ 
tales  in  that  district,  be  sentenced  loj^ 
ment  at  hard  labor  for  offences  ooder  ^ ^^^ 
the  UnUed  States ;  proWded ^^^^JZ 
it  the  duty  of  the  keeper  of  said  P^^^ 
safely  all  prisoacra  eonmMi^^^^ 

"•id.  _.^toc^*» 

The  Honse  took  op  and  P"fr.l,te^ 
the  bill  Imm  the  Senate  eotiid'Aitf^J 

relief  of  John  H.  Pii« ;»  wkiiif»» 
ordcMd  to  be  rc«d  a  third  tiDii^T..^c 

The  biU  from  the  Senate  ^ Z\i^ 
regnlale  the  fees  of  the  clerk  ^Z^mi 
district  eonrt  of  the  United  Si^^J^zlt^ 
Lofli^ana,"  was  read  twice,  aod  i^^" 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary.      ...  i..^^- 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  cntifW  J^  ^^^ 
ther  to  regulate  the  Medical  Dej^^^^; 
Army,*'  was  read  twice,  and  orders 
third  time  tonaonrow.  .   cg-aKO* 

The  amendment  proposed  Djr»«?rj,if. 
bUl  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  if^^j^^ 
kopot,aBd  others,  of  the  i»»»%,tL!5- 
Indians,  in  the  State  of  New  Yorl^  ^ 
and  CQDCuned  in  by  the  House.      ^..*q^\ 

An  engrossed  b3l  entitled  "M-ci^f^l 

the  eammaaien  and  other  ^^^'z^^^^ 
searjfieoftheiJjkiied  States  fi<»»*^^^>^ 
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maifttauuBg  the  importaaoe  to  Uus  iwitioa  of  com- 
merce aad  nayigatioa,  both  which  the  system  of 
which  this  bill  was  a  part,  went  to  destroy ;  and 
this,  aAer  a  bloody  but  victorious  war  had  been 
commenced  and  maintained  for  free  trade  and  sail- 
ors' rights.  Having  achieved  at  such  a  sacrifice 
these  great  objects,  be  dq)reoated  their  surrender, 
by  the  policy  proposed  by  the  system  of  which  this 
bill  was  a  part,  £c. 

Mr.  Mjbios,  of  New  York,  eatered  into  a  series 
of  arguments,  and  referred  to  a  number  of  facts,  to 
show  the  beneficial  operation  which  this  hill  would, 
to  a  certain  degree,  nave  on  the  domestic  industry 
of  the  nation  generally;  to  which  great  object  he 
was  friendly.  Tiioa^h.  Iherelbre,  the  bill  might 
afford,  perhaps^  bat  little  aid  to  manu&oUues,  he 
was  in  favor  or  it 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  reducing  the 
duty,  in  the  abov«  section,  from  ten  per  cent  to 
two  aad  a  half  per  cent ;  and  was  negatived  with- 
out a  count. 

Mr.  Stromo,  of  New  York,  then,  for  the  pur^ 
pose  of  destroying  the  bill,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  first  section  thereto,  and  followed  his  motion 
by  a  speech  of  some  length  against  the  bill,  con- 
tending that  the  sales  propoMd  to  be  so  highly 
taxed,  were  not  injurious  to  the  interest  of  the 
eonunonity ;  that,  whether  the  tax  was  intended 
for  prohibition  or  for  revenue,  it  would  be  partial, 
and  would  be  defeated  by  the  sales  of  goods  in 
commiasion  stores,  4c. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  was 
nepatived — ayes  51,  noes  75. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire,  then  moved  to 
strike  out  ten,  and  insert  tire  per  cent 

Mr.  WENDOirfiR  moved  to  strikeout  ten,  and  in- 
sert eight. 

The  latter  motion,  being  first  tried,  was  neg- 
atived. 

The  motion  to  substitute  five  per  cent  for  ten 
was  also  negatived — ayes  64,  noes  70. 

Mr.  Cdlbrbtb  moved  to  strike  out  ten,  and  in- 
sert six  per  cent. ;  which  motion  he  made  because 
he  wasfrieadlv  to  the  object  of  the  bill,  and  be- 
cause he  fearea  that,  unless  the  duty  wtre  reduced, 
the  bill  would  be  lost 

This  motion  was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  Sm iTB,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  duty  of  two  per  cent  on  sales  of  gcoeeries,  Ac. ; 
and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  one  per  cent  The 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Various  amendments  were  then  successively 
ofiered  to  the  details  of  the  biU,  some  of  whicn 
were  accepted,  and  many  rejected;  in  the  propo- 
sition or  discussion  of  which,  Messrs.  SMira  of 
Maryland,  Baldwin,  Culbbstb,  Wendover, 
Whitman,  Silsbee,  Foot.  Hill,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Beechbr,  and  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
were  most  active. 

The  bill  was  so  ameiided,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Baldwin,  as  to  take  effect  from  and  after  the  dOth 
of  June  next. 

The  bill  having  been  ^one  through,  and  the 
blanks  therein  all  filled,  the  Committee  rose  and 
reported  the  bill  and  amendments  to  the  House, 
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and  the  amendments  were  all  concurred  in ;  an^i 
after  receiving  some  further  modification, 

Mr.  Tracy,  of  New  York,  moved  that  the  bill 
be  indefinitely  post|K>aed ;  woich  motion  was  do* 
cided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays — ^for  in- 
definite postponement  66,  against  it  83,  as  fot 
lows: 

Ybas — Menri.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Areksr 
of  VirgiDia,  Ball,  fiarbour,  Bayly,  Bryan,  Bnffam, 
Burwell,  Batler  of  Loaiiiana,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Ooeks, 
Culpeper,  Oatbbert,  Dennison,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwtrdi 
of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Firiiar, 
Floyd,  Fuller,  Fallerton,  Gamelt,  Gross  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  Caiolina, 
Hardin,  Helster,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of 
Tennessee,  Kent,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  Maclay,  Me> 
Coy,  Mercer,  Monell,  Keale,  Nelson  of  Massadiusetts, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Virginia, 
Pinckney,  Pindall,  Reed,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Settle,  m^ 
bee,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Strong  •f  Nmt 
York,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tracy,  TncttMr  of 
Virginia,  Tucker  of  Sooth  Carolbia,  Walker,  War- 
field,  and  WHIiatts  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  TemMssae,  Ateher 
of  Maryland,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Bateman,  BsmImi^ 
Bloorafield,  Boden,  Brown,  Butler  of  New  H«m^ 
shire,  Campbell,  Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cook,  Cmiks^ 
Crawford,  Culbreth,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Dowse, 
Edwards  of  PeansylTania,  Ervin,  Folger,  Foot,  For- 
rest, Gross  of  North  Carolina,  Gi^on,  Haskleyi  Hall 
of  Delaware,  Hendricks,  Hibsbman,  Hill,  Hostetter^ 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Little,  Linn,  M^ 
Creary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky, 
Mallary,  Mason,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore, 
Morton,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massachusetts, 
Patterson,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Rich, 
Robertson,  Rogers,  Ross,  Rnss,  Sampson,  Sawyer, 
Sergeant,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  SmHk 
of  Maryland,  Southard, 'Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  TMlor, 
Tompkins,  Trimble,  Van  Renesekex,  Wallaee,  Wen* 
dover,  Whitman,  WilUams  of  Vi^tnia,  aad  WowL 


Mr.  Bdtuer,  of  New  Hampshire,  renewed  the 
motion  to  strike  out  tm  and  insert  ^re  per  cent,  as 
the  duty ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  but 
refused.    The  motion  was  lost 

Mr.  Storks  moved  to  strike  out  ten  and  insert 
three  per  cent.;  which  was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  thirteenth  section,  whicn  provides  that  if  any 
goods  imported  shall  sell  for  more  than  the  prime 

cost  an  additional  duty  of per  cent,  shall  be 

laid  on  such  sale. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CuLBKETH  renewed  his  motion  to  strike  out 
ten,  and  insert  sic  per  cent.^  which  was  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  vigrossed  and  read  a  third  time^  aj^ 
decided  in  the  n^ative— :yeas  72,  nays  77,  as  fol- 
lows: 


Yba»— MaassB.  Adama,  AUea  of  TanB<flw#,  Bak«r, 
BaUlwiB,  Bataman,  Beeaher,  Blooafiald,  Bodaa, 
Brvwn,  Campbell,  Case,  Clatk,  Cook,  CiawliDcd,  Cal- 
bretb,  Coahman,  Darlington,  Dowse,  Edwards  of  P«m^ 
sylvania,  Ervin,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Gujon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hendricks, 
Hibshman,  Hill,  Hostetter,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  LitUe, 
Linn,  McCreary,  HcLane  of  Delaware,  McLmui  of 
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Kentaekj,  Malltry,  Maion,  Meiga,  R.  Moon,  8. 
lioore,  MortoQ,  Newton,  Parker  of  MaMachuMttt, 
Pattenon,  Philaon,  Rich,  RobertiOD,  Rogeia,  Roaa, 
Raaa,  Sampaon,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  Sloan, 
-Bmith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard, 
8teven^  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Taylor.  Tompkina, 
Trimble,  Van  Henaselaer,  Wallace,  WendoTer,  Whit- 
man, and  Wood. 

Nats — Measrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer  of 
Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly, 
Bryan,  Buffum,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butler  of  New 
Hampshire,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Clagett, 
Cobb,  Cocke,  CraiU,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Dennison, 
Earle,  Eddy,  Edwarda  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Fiaher,  Floyd,  Fuller,  Fullerton, 
Oamett,  Gross  of  PennsylTania,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  HeisUr,  Holmes, 
Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennes- 
M6,  Kent,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  Maday,  McCoy,  Mer- 
«ar,  Metcalf,  Monell,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Masaa- 
cbnaetta,  Nelaon  of  Virginia,  Overatreet,  Parker  of 
Yifginia,  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Plumer,  Rankin,  Rhea, 
Ringgold,  Settle,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Slocumb,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Storrs,  Strong  of  New  York,  Swear- 
ingeo,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tracy,  Tncker  of  Virginia, 
Tncker  of  South  Carolina,  Walker,  Warfield,  Wil- 
Jiama  of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

And  80  the  said  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire,  then  mored 
tiiat  the  House  do  reconsider  the  Tote  just  taken 
on  the  question  to  engross  the  said  bill ;  when  the 
House  adjourned. 


WeoN£8DAY,  May  3. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  copy 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  court  martial  in  the  trial 
of  Colonel  William  Kinf,  of  the  4th  regiment  of 
infantry,  and  a  copy  of  tne  orders  and  documents 
connected  therewith,  communicated  in  obedience 
to  the  resolution  of  the  18th  of  April  last ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transoait- 
ting  sundry  documents  and  statements  m  relation 
to  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Depart- 
ment for  Indian  Afiairs,  communicated  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  resolution  of  the  10th  ultimo ;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  wnom  was  referred  the 
ktter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  23d  of 
December  last,  reported  a  bill  to  increase  the  num- 
ber of  clerks  in  the  Department  of  War;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
tiie  Whole  to-morrow.  ^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  resolution  submitt^  by  nim  on  the  29th  ulti- 
RM),  for  the  appointment  of  a  standing  committee 
to  be  denominated  "The  Committee  on  Agricul- 
ture ;"  and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to  hj  the 
House;  and  ordered  that  the  committee  consist  of 
acTen  members. 

.    Mr.  Merger  moved  that  the  House  do  now  {nro- 
oeed  to  consider  the  bill  to  provide  for  clothing 


the  militia  when  called  into  the  serviee  of  the 
United  States ;  which  motion  was  rejected  by  the 
House. 

The  House  took  up  tod  proceeded  to  consider 
the  joint  resolution  to  extend  the  use  of  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress  to  the  Secretarr  of  the  Senate 
and  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Kepresentetives, 
during  the  recess  of  Congress ;  and  the  said  reso- 
lution being  amended  at  the  Clerk's  table, 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  further 
to  amend  the  same,  by  including  therein  the  Su- 
perintendent of  the  Patent  Office ;  which  motion 
was  rejected. 

The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  beengrooed 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  o£  this  House, 
entitled  ^'An  act  for  the  relief  of  A  bijah  Hunt  and 
William  Gordon  Forman,"  with  an  amendment, 
in  which  they  ask  the  concorreace  of  this  Hoiia& 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Abijah  Hmit  were 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  i^ief  of  J<^ 
H.  Piatt  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  which  authorizes  a  settlentent  of  Mr. 
Piatt's  accounts  on  equitable  principlesy  gave  rise 
to  a  debate  of  considerable  length,  in  which  many 
gentlemen  engaged. 

At  lenffth  the  question  was  taken  on  the  pes^ 
sage  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ^  further  to  regdate 
the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army,''  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Susan* 
nab  Stewart  was  also  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

CHARTER  OF  WASHINGTON. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  for  renewing  and  amending  the 
Charter  of  the  City  of  Washington,  vrith  the 
amendments  thereto  reported  by  the  commirtee  of 
this  House.  These  amendments  propose^  princi- 
pallyj  that  the  election  of  Mayor  shaJi  be  by  Elec- 
tors, instead  of  by  the  people, as  the  bill  prescribes; 
and  that  the  city  shall  be  divided  into  Jtot  instead 
of  fix  wards.  These  amendments  were  not  agreed 
to,  though  some  others  of  less  importance  were. 

Mr.  Street  then  moved  to  amend  the  hiH  by 
striking  out  the  clause  empowering  the  corpora- 
tion of  the  city  to  authorize  lotteries  fw  the  pur- 
poses of  public  improvement;  which  motion,  mftet 
some  little  debate,  was  agreed  to.  And,  thus 
amended,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideratios 
of  the  Senate's  resolution,  proposing  to  frx  a  day 
for  the  adjournment  of  Conoios. 

The  question  being  on  nmt  day  to  fix  for  the 
adjournment — 

Mr.  Lowndes,  on  the  ground  of  a  doubt  whe- 
ther the  House  could  now  decide  by  what  day  it 
could  get  throuffh  the  businesa  necessary  to  be 
dpne,  moved  to  uy  the  resolve  agmzn  on  the  tahUe 
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Ott  tUs  inotion  arose  a  desnltoiy  delwte,  in 
which  Messrs.  Lowndes,  Robbrtson,  Holheb, 
Foot,  Flotd,  Rbba,  Walker,  and  Sergeant, 
took  part 

In  Ihe  course  of  this  debate,  Mr.  Holmbb  sug- 
gested that  it  was  more  than  probable  that  a  com- 
manication  would  shortly  be  made  to  Congress  bv 
the  Kxecutive,  respecting  our  foreign  affairs,  whicn 
would  require  two  or  three  days'  deliberation. 

On  this  suggestion,  Mr.  Floyd  remarked,  in 
advocating  an  early  adjournment,  that  he  should 
yet  not  be  unwilling  to  sit  longer,  if  there  was  any 
occasion  for  legislation  in  respect  to  our  relations 
with  Spain;  but  on  that  subject  the  House  bad  had 
message,  and  report  and  re-report,  until  he  was 
reminded  of  the  fable  of  the  shepherd  and  the 
wolfl  &c. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
was  nmtiTed  by  a  small  majority. 

Mr.  Nbwton  then  moved  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  resolution  to  Saturday 
next,  on  which  day,  he  said,  it  was  expected  that 
a  message  would  be  transmitted  by  the  Executive, 
containing  information  respectins  our  relations 
with  Spam,  without  which  it  would  be  highly  im- 
politic to  adjourn. 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  fixing  on  the 
eighth  day  of  this  month  ^next  Monday)  for  ad- 
jxMirnmcnt,  and  negatived  oy  a  considerable  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  Trimble  then  moved  to  fix  on  the  12th 
instant,  as  the.day  of  adjournment  \  which  motion 
was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  Holmes  then  moved  to  fix  on  the  15th  for 
adjournment;  which  was  agreed  to;  and,  thus 
amended,  the  resolution  was  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Senate  for  concurrence  in  the  amendment. 

DUTIES  ON  SALES  AT  AUCTION. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  motion,  depending 
on  yesterday's  adjournment,  to  reconsider  the  vote 
rejecting  the  bill  for  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auc- 
tion.    Whereupon, 

Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire,  withdrew  his 
said  motion,  and  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

JUtohed,  That  th«  SecreUiy  of  the  Treaniry  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  this  Houie,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  sesaion  of  Congrea«»  an  eeti- 
mate  of  the  deficit  in  the  revenne,  which  may  ulti* 
mately  arise  from  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  tarifi^ 
and  also  what  amount  of  rerenue  may  be  derived 
from  a  duty  on  sales  at  auction  and  on  spirituous 
liquors  distilled  from  grain  and  other  domestic  ma- 
terials* 

And  the  question  being  taken,  that  the  House 
do  now  proceed  to  consider  the  said  resolution,  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Storrs  then  renewed  the  motion  to  recon- 
'  jsider  the  vote  rejecting  the  bill  laying  duties  on 
certain  sales  at  auction. 

And  ai^er  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Metcalf 
and  Mr.  Wood  in  &vor  of  reconsideration,  and 
from  Mr.  Warfirlp  in  favor  of  a  postponement 
tiU  tD-moiroWi  whkh  was  negatived ;  thequettkA 


was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  on  Mr.  Storrs's  mxh 
tion,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  84,  nvfi 
62,  as  follows : 

YsAs — Messrs  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York,  BakoTt 
Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Brown, 
Brush,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case^ 
Clark,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crawford,  Culbreth,  CusbmaOy 
Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse, 
Edwards  of  Pa.,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Groae 
of  New  York,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hall  of  Delaware,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hill,  Hostetter, 
Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Little,  Linn,  Lyman,  Mo- 
Creary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky, 
Mallary,  Mason,  Meigs,  Metcalf  R.  Moore,  8*  Moore^ 
Morton,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of  MassachnsettSi 
Patterson,  PhiJson,  Rich,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ros% 
Russ,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  Sloan, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Mary  lend,  Souther^ 
Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Tarr,  Tay- 
lor, Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Vif- 
ginia,  Wallace,  Wenaover,  and  Wood, 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Ar^ 
cher  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Barboor, 
Bayly,  Brevard,  Bryan,  Burton,  Butler  of  Louisiana, 
Cannon,  Clagett,  Crafts,  Crowell,  Cuthbert,  Earle, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Fisher,  J* uller,  FuUerton,  Gamett,  Gross  of 
Pennsylvania,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Heis- 
ter,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kent, 
Livermore,  Lowndes,  Maclsy,  McCoy,  Marchand,  Mer- 
cer, Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Vinl- 
nia,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Pindall, 
Plumer,  Rankin,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Settle,  Silsbee, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Strong  of  New  York,  Swear- 
ingen,  Terrell,  Tracy,  Tucker  pf  South  Carolina,  War- 
field,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  WilUams  of  North 
Carolina. 

The  bill  then  received  sundry  amendments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Balowin,  the  duty  of  ten  per 
cent,  on  sales  of  certain  enumerated  articles  (dry 
^foods,  dbc.,)  Was  stricken  out,  so  as  to  leave  that 
Item  blank. 

Various  rates  of  doty  were  proposed  by  way  of 
substitute  to  the  ten  per  cent.,  viz : 

Mr.  Storrs  proposed /our  per  cent. 

Mr.  Sergeant  proposed  seven  and  a  haJf. 

Mr.  Dennison  proposed  tkree, 

Mr.  Case  proposed  six, 

Mr.  Tracy  proposed  two. 

Mr.  Taylor  proposed  eigku 

The  question  was  first  taken  on  the  highest  rate 
proposed,  {einfu  per  cent..)  and  negatived;  the 
question  on  the  two  next  nicest  rates  propossd, 
as  above,  were  also  decided  m  the  neg[ative$  bat, 

On  the  question  to  fill  the  blank  with  Jtis  par 
cent.,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Od  motiAi  of  Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  the 
bill  was  amended  by  striking  out  the  words  ^  on 
articles  manufactured  in  the  United  States,  one 
dolkr." 

Mr.  Dennison  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strik- 
ing out  the  following  clause : 

**And  if  any  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  shall  be 
sold  at  auction  in  any  other  manner,  or  in  any  less 
quantities,  dimenaioos,  or  weight,  than  those  ooatainsd 
in  the  original  bales  or  psdisges  in  which  they  disH 
have  bssn  imported,  there  shall  be  kfisd  sad  psid  an 
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#ddi(teal'Mia  of  Ate  dolbn  for  every  bundred  dol- 
Itai  of  the  pQrchtf  e  money  arittog  from  siicb  Mies." 

And  the  question  on  this  motion  was  decided 
is  the  negatire. 

Mr»  CoLBBBTH  then  moved  to  amend  the  aboY^ 
AkiHe  by  striking  ont  the  word  Jlve^  and  insert- 
isg  in  lien  thereof,  two  and  a  half.  And  the  mo- 
lioB  was  negatived. 

The  qaestipn  was  at  length  taken  on  ordering 
(die  bill  to  be  enfirossed  for  a  third  reading,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  93,  nays  58,  as 
feUows: 

Ya4»— MesiTs.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York,  Ba- 
iter, Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Brown, 
Brush,  Bntler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case, 
Ciagett,  Ciark,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crawford,  Calbreth, 
Cnriiman,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickin- 
aon,  Bowse,  Earle,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ervin, 
Fo^er,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of 
Delaware,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hill,  Hosteller,  Jones 
of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Little,  Linn, 
Lyman,  McOreary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of 
■Kentucky,  Maltary,  Marchand,  Mason,  Meigs,  Metcalf, 
R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monelt,  Morton,  Murray,  New- 
-ton,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson,  Pbilson, 
-Plumer,  Rankin,  Rich,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ, 
'Bampsoo,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of 
New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard,  Stevens, 
Btorrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Taylor,  Tomlinson, 
Tompkins,  TrimMe,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wend- 
over,  WilKsms  of  Virginia,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  AMot,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Ar- 
efaer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Bayly, 
Brevard,  Bryan,  Buffum,  Burton,  Butler  of  Louisiana, 
Cannon,  Cohb,  Crafts,  Crowell,  Culpeper,  Cutbbert, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Fisher,  FullerCbn,  Gamett,  Gross  of  Penn- 

Slvania,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Heister, 
olmes,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kent, 
Livermore,  Lowndes,  Maclay,  McCoy,  Mercer,  Neale, 
Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Over- 
street,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Rhea, 
Ringgold,  Settle,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Strong 
of  New  York  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tracy, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Wsr- 
field  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-monow. 


TauRsnAT,  May  4. 

:  On  matian  of  Mr.  WooBBRtnoE,  thefieeretary  of 
tile  Treasury  was  directed  to  prepare  and  report  to 
liids  House,  at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  such 
vaodificatiott  of  the  existing  system  r^nlating  the 
commerce,  navigation,  ana  revenue  of  the  United 
l^tes,  aa  he  may  consider  necessary,  and  pecu- 
liarly applioable  to  the  northern  and  northwestern 
'teatier  &mof. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
timt  they  nave  passed  the  bill  of  this  House,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  leoal  represen- 
laCives  of  Heory  Willis,  deceased,"  with  an  amend- 
ment  And  they  have  passed  a  bill,  oititled  "An 
act  to-zevtve  the  powers  of  the  Commissioners  for 
'teMTtMnitiff  and  deciding  on  claims  to  land  in  the 
'«4iiliieiof  vetrott ;  and  for  -settting  the  elaiaia  to 


land  at  Green  £ay  and  Praihe  dea  ducns,  in  the 
Territory  of  Micnigan;"  in  which  amendmest 
and  bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  diis  House. 

A  resolution  on  its  third  reading,  for  estendijo^ 
the  use  of  the  Library  of  Conffress  to  certun  om- 
cers  of  the  Government,  in  cMoitioB  to  those  who 
are  now  allowed  the  use  of  it,  gave  liae  lo  aosne 
objections  from  Mr.  Livbsm orb  and  Mr.  Tayuob, 
the  latter  of  whom  moved  to  postpone  the  sane 
indd&nitely.  The  objccticms  were,  that  the  exten- 
sion of  the  permission  to  take  ^e  books  out  of  the 
Library  would  tend  to  impair  and  deftee  what  was 
intended  for  the  ornament  as  well  as  for  the  ex- 
clusive use  of  Congress;  that,  if  die  nae  of  the 
Library  was  extended  as  proposed,  it  oiii^ht  also  to 
be  further  extended  on  the  same  principles— bat 
that  it  was  altogether  needless  to  pass  the  resolve, 
inasmuch  as  the  Library  was  open  three  times  a 
week  during  the  recess,  and  daily  doriag  Che  set- 
sion,  and  might  be  consulted  at  pleaavre  by  the 
officers  in  question. 

The  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  was 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  revive  the  powos 
of  the  Commissioners,  for  deciding  on  land  claims 
in  the  district  of  Detroit,  &c»  was  twice  read  and 
referred  to  the  Commi ttee  on  FrivateLdind  Claims. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  entitled,  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Henry  Willis,  deceasedi"  was 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

DUTIES  ON  8ALE8  AT  AUCTION. 

The  engrossed  bill  laying  duties  on  certain  sales 
at  auction  was  read  the  third  time. 

[This  bill  proposes  to  lay  a  duty  on  all  sales  of 
foreign  goods  at  auction,  (except  ^es  under  judi- 
cial process,  &c.,^ — of  one  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
of  sales  of  groceries,  and  that  class  of  artkles.  and 
of  five  per  cent  on  the  amount  of  sales  of  wooUeas, 
cottons,  and  certain  other  manufactured  articiesL] 

Mr.  Rhea  delivered  at  length  his  views  in  de- 
cided opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Wendover  made  some  remarks  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Rhea,  and  stated  a  number  of  l&ets  iliustrative 
of  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  auction  business, 
and  its  injurious  operation  on  theretailinjg  businass. 

Mr.  Rhea  made  a  few  observations  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Wbndover. 

Mr.  Maclat  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  shoidd 
vote  against  the  bill. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  said  bill  was 
then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative :  For  the  passage  of  the  bill  89,  against 
it  61,  as  follows : 

YsAS^Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  TesBessee*  Baker, 
Baldwin,  Batsman,  Beecher,  Bodeo,  Brown,  BviMh, 
BuUer  of  New  Hampshire,  Oampbell,  Caae^  Clagatt, 
Clark,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crawford,  Colbreth,  Cuahmaa, 
Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse, 
Bdwards  of  Pennsylvania,  EnriD,  Folger,  Foot,  Foid, 
Forrest,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New  York,  Guyon,  HackJey, 
Hall  of  New  York,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  HiU,  KendaU,. 
Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Little,  Linn,  Lyman,  ICeCraary, 
McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Aentnckj^  MaQary, 
Marchand,  Mason,  Meigs,  Mslcalf,  R.  Mbore^  8. 
Moote,  Moaall>  Manay*  Ns^ton^  Faikea  if  M( 
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chusetts,  Patteraon,  Philioii,  Plainer,  Bankin,  Rich, 
Richmond,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson, 
8awjer,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard,  SteTens,  Storrs,  Street, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Taylor,  Tomllnson,  Tompkins, 
Trimble,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Wil- 
liams of  Virginia,  and  Wood. 

Naxs — ^Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Bayly,  Bryan,  Baffam,  Burton,  Burwell,  Bntler  of 
Louisiana,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Crafts,  Culpeper,  Cuthbcrt, 
Eddy,  Edwurds  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Fnllerton,  Oarnett,  Gross  of 
Pennsylvania,  Hardin,  Hasard,  Heister,  Holmes, 
Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Lowndes, 
Maday,  McCoy,  Mercer,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massacha^ 
setts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Vir« 
ginia,  Pinokney,  PindaJl,  Pitcher,  Reed,  Rhea,  Ring- 
gold, Settle,  Sjniith  of  North  Carolina,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Terrell,  TVacy,  Tucker  of 
Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Walker,  Waxfield, 
and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

So  the  hill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurreace. 

THE  LOAN  BJLL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
House  resolyed  itself  into  a  Cominittee  or  the 
Wlkole,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  boiroir  two  millions  of  dolhun^ 
and  for  other  purposes. 

A  debate  arose  on  the  provisions  of  this  biU^ 
which  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  day's  sittings 
ViThai  fottows  will  serve  to  show  the  consse  of  the 
diebale, 

Mr.  Smith,  of.  Maryland,  briefly  explained  the 
several  provistona  of  the  hill,  and  announced  his 
intention  to  pro]ioee,in  conaeiinence  of  the  proposed 
extent  of  the.  loan,  (lor  twd^ve  years^  that  the  in* 
terest  to  be  paid  tntreon  should:  be  limited  to  five 
per  cent  (if  it  cannot  be  bonowed  at  this  rate, 
il  may.  be  raiaed  by  a  temporary  loan,  at  six  per 
cent^  which  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  to  be 
authorized  to  lend.] 

Mr.  Tniiini^fi  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  strike  out 
^  two,"  and  insert  '<  five"  in  the  first  sectioo,  so  as 
to  create  a  loan  for  five  millions,  instead  of  two. 

Mr.  T.  began  by.  saying,,  that  the  fint  sectieo  of 
the  bill  proposes  a  loan  of  twa  millions,  and. the 
laat  aeetiott  enacts  that  the  balance  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  (which  is  92,378,396}  shaU  he  appUoi,  in 
aid  of  the  kMm,  to  make  good  the  defi^^it  of  1820* 
It  would,  therefore,  be  proper  to  keep  the  whole 
bill  in  view  upon  the  motion^  If  it  was  the  plea* 
sure  of  the  House  that  the  balance  of  the  Staking 
Vaod  should  be  so  applied,^thena.loan  of  three 
millions  would  be  necenarj.:  perhaps  moEe,cer« 
tainly  not  less.  If  it  was  mtended  lo  leave  the 
Sinkmg  Fund  to  act  upon  its  legitimate  objeets, 
then  a  loan  of  five  mdlions  must  be  made.  He 
WBS  decidedlj  hostile  to  the  proposed  application, 
or  rather  mdsap^catton,  of  the  Iwlance  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  it  was  his  settled  opinion  that 
the  ten  millioBs  of  dollars  appropriated  for  the 
tedeniption  of  the  public  debt  was  pledged  invio* 
lably  for  that  purpose,  and  that  it  would  be  a 
beeach  of  natiimai  faiot  to  diverc  it  to  other  ob«- 


jeets,  except  in  time  of  war,  agreeably  to  the  Ttk 
section  of  the  hiw  of  March.  1817,  bv  which  th« 
fund  was  enlarged  to  ten  millions.  He  read  sev-* 
eral  paragraj^hs,  from  acts  of  Coog^oss,  in.su^ 
port  of  his  opinion,  and  commented  at  some  Icaigth 
upon  the  operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund^  and'tha 
impropriety  of  changing  the  system,  for  the  saAw 
of  savmg  appearances.  This  propositi^  he  said^ 
presents  two  questions: 

1st.  Is  the  fund  pledged  to  redeem  the  national 
debt  ?    And,  if  not, 

2d.  Would  it  be  sound  policy  to  appropriate  it 
to  other  objects  ? 

He  had  expressed  his  de<^ded  opinion^  that  it 
was  pledged ;  and,  if  it  was  not,  he  was  againel 
the  policy  of  the  measure.  It  would  form  a  pare* 
cedent  which  he  could  not  tolerate.  He  could 
recollect  of  no  instance  in  which  a  sinking  fund, 
either  here  or  in  Europe,  had  been  withdrawn^  in 
time  of  peace,  from  its  proper  purposes.  Ought 
we  at  this  session  to  set  an  example  so  pernicious? 
If,  said  he,  there,  is  any  one  event  which  ths  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  desiie  above  all  othen,  it 
IS  the  total  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt. 
They  at  least  have  a  right  to  consider  the  Aind  as 
pled^;ed.  They  ask  you,  what  progress  you  are 
makmg  in  the  redemption  of  the  debt  7  And  what 
is  your  answer  ?  Why.  sir,  a  bill  containhig  two 
of  the  most  odious  fiscal  propositions  which  could 
be  offered  to  the  nadoiv-— a  loan,  and  a  diversion 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  the  current  expenses  of 
the  year.  He  urged  other  reasons  against  the 
proposition,  and  said  that  he  wtmld  leave  it  with 
the  committee,  and  turn  his  attention  to  the  fimt 
section. 

A  loan,  said  he,  is  wanted  this  year,  and  ano* 
ther  next ;  we  are  fairly  aftoat  upon  the  plank  of 
loans,  and,  whether  we  shall  pum  the.  debt  ofi^or 
it  push  us,  is  a  problem  which  he  would  leave  for 
time  and  tide  to  solve. 

He  was  dissatisfied  with  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. He  was  so  und(eratood  tor  the  cbeinpiant 
and  he  had  given  notice  that  he  should  make  tiie 
motion  which.  Im  had  submitted.  He  commendni 
8Q  much  of  the  report  as  recommends  retrench- 
ment,  and  gave  it  his  wannest  appsobatkon.  Bvt 
he  objected  to  some  of  the  fis^  fads,  the  8J&- 
langement  which  had  been  made  of  them,  and 
the  conclusicms  drawn  from  them.  He  had  aii- 
readjT  shown  that  the  proposed  anpUcation  of  tht 
Silnlang  Fund  is  a  breach  of  public  faith;  and  he 
intend^  to  show — 

1st.  That  the  rq>ort  is  delusive,  and  calenlaled, 
in  some  respects^  to  mislead  the  coontry. 

2d.  That  the  ^licy  and  interest  of  the  nation 
is  decidedly  against  the  system  of  finance  pHh 
posed  by  the  committee. 

To  have  himself  clearly  understood,  he  wooM 
take  the  liberty  of  statins  some  facts  which,  upon 
this  occasion,  ought  to  Be  rememboed ;  and  tiWa 
was  a  proper  time  to  say,  that  he  would  stats  ne 
ftieti  excq>t  such  as  had  been  reported  from  the 
proper  offices,  and  that  he  had  taMnsometrmMe 
to  avoid  mistakes.  He  would  remark  that,,  in 
making  calculations,  he  had  cast  off  all  hmnt 
fifky  eons,  and  all  above  was  carried  to  a  unit. 
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#ddi(teali«a  of  Ave  doUsn  for  every  bnndred  4ol- 
Imp  of  the  pQrcluif  e  monej  arning  from  nidi  eelet." 

And  the  questioo  on  this  motion  was  decided 
is  the  negatire. 

Mr.  CoLBBBTH  then  moved  to  amend  the  abov^ 
AkiHe  by  striking  ottt  the  word  Jlve^  and  insert- 
mg  in  lien  thereof,  two  and  a  balf.  And  the  mo- 
liiNi  was  negatived. 

The  qaestion  was  at  length  taken  on  ordering 
(die  bUl  to  be  engossed  for  a  third  reading,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative—yeas  93,  nays  58,  as 
feUows: 

YiAs — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  New  York,  Bs- 
icer,  Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Brown, 
Bnish,  Batter  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Csse, 
Ciagett,  Clark,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crawford,  Calbreth, 
Cnriimao,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickln- 
•on,  Bowse,  Earle,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ervin, 
Fo^er,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of 
Delaware,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hill,  Hostetter,  Jones 
of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Little,  Linn, 
Lyman,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of 
Kentn^y,  Msltary,  Marchand,  Mason,  Meigs,  Metcalf, 
R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monelt,  Morton,  Murray,  New- 
'ton,  Parker  of  Massschnsetts,  PatterMn,  Phileon, 
PInmer,  Rsnkin,  Rich,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Ross, 
'Bampsoo,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of 
New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard,  Stevens, 
Btorrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Taylor,  Tomlinson, 
Tompkins,  Trimble,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wend- 
over,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  AMot,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Ar- 
dier  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Bayly, 
Brevard,  Bryan,  Buffum,  Burton,  Butler  of  Louisiana, 
Cannon,  Cobb,  Crafts,  Crowell,  Culpeper,  Cutbbert, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Fisher,  FuUerCbn,  Gamett,  Gross  of  Penn- 

Slvania,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Heister, 
olmes,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kent, 
Livermore,  Lowndes,  Maclay,  McCoy,  Mercer,  Neale, 
Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Over- 
street,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Rhea, 
Khiggold,  Settle,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Strong 
of  New  York  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Tracy, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  Soutji  Carolina,  War- 
field  and  Vnitiams  of  North  Carolina. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
lime  to-monow. 


TauBsnAT,  May  4. 

.  Qo  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbriddb,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  prepare  and  report  to 
"fkis  House,  at  the  neart  session  of  Congress,  sach 
'Modificatiott  of  the  existing  system  reflating  the 
commerce,  navigation,  ana  revenue  of  the  United 
Atates,  as  he  may  consider  necessary,  and  pecn* 
liarly  applioable  to  the  northern  and  northfwestern 
testier  Uiereof. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
limt  they  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House,  en- 
titled ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  lesal  repreeen- 
latives  of  Henry  Willis,  deceased,^'  wiUi  an  amend- 
BHent  And  they  hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  Gommissioners  for 
'^asaertnaiuff  and  deciding  on  daims  to  land  in  the 
'^diiiaieiof  Detroit ;  and  for  settting  the  elaima  to 


land  at  Green  Bav  and  Prairie  dee  C^ioB,  in  the 
Territory  of  Michigan;"  in  wliich  ameodment 
and  bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

A  resolution  on  its  third  reading,  for  cztendii^ 
the  use  of  the  LitMrary  of  Conmss  to  certun  offi- 
cers of  the  Gbverament,  in  additaoa  to  those  who 
are  now  allowed  the  use  of  it,  gave  rise  to  aome 
objections  from  Mr.  Livbbmorb  and  Mr.  Taylor, 
the  latter  of  whom  moved  to  poetpoae  the  sane 
ind^itely.  The  objections  were,  diatthe  exten- 
sion of  the  permisBion  to  take  the  books  out  of  the 
Library  would  tend  to  impair  and  defiue  what  was 
intended  for  the  ornament  as  well  as  for  the  ex- 
clusive use  of  Congress ;  that,  if  the  use  of  the 
Library  was  extended  as  poposed,  it  oui^ht  ako  to 
be  further  extended  on  the  same  prtnctples^-bnt 
that  it  was  altogether  needless  to  pass  the  resolve, 
inasmuch  as  the  Library  was  open  three  times  a 
week  during  the  recess,  and  daily  dnrlag  the  ses- 
sion, and  might  be  conndtcd  at  pleaaiire  by  the 
officers  in  questioii. 

The  motion  for  indefinite  postponcmant  was 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  revive  the  powers 
of  the  Commissioners,  for  deciding  on  land  daims 
in  the  district  of  Detroit,  &Cg.  was  twice  read  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Frivate  Land  Claims. 

The  amendment  pronosed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  entitled,  ''An  act  tor  the  relief  of  the  l€^l 
representatives  of  Henry  Willis,  deceased,"  was 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

DUTIES  ON  SALES  AT  AUCTION. 

The  engrossed  bill  laying  duties  on  certain  sales 
at  auction  was  read  the  third  time. 

[This  bill  proposes  to  lay  a  duty  on  all  sales  of 
foreign  goods  at  auction,  (except  ^es  under  judi- 
cial process,  &c.,^ — of  one  per  cenL  on  the  amount 
of  sales  of  groceries,  and  that  class  of  artidesL  and 
of  five  per  cent  on  the  amount  of  salea  of  wooUens, 
cottons,  and  certain  other  manuiactnzed  arddes.] 

Mr.  Rhea  delivered  at  length  his  views  in  de- 
cided  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Wenoover  made  some  remarks  in  repljr  to 
Mr.  Rhea,  and  stated  a  number  of  Ikcts  iUostrative 
of  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  auction  business, 
and  its  injurious  operation  on  the  retailing  businesa. 

Mr.  Rhea  made  a  few  observations  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Wenoover. 

Mr.  Maclat  assigned  thereaaons  why  he  shodd 
vote  against  the  bill. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  said  bill  was 
then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the 
afiirmati  ve :  For  the  passage  of  the  hill  $9y  against 
it  61,  as  follows: 

YsAS^Messra.  Adams,  Allen  of  TBoneHea*  BsImt, 
Baldwin,  Batsman,  Beecher,  Bodeo,  Brown,  Bmah, 
Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Campbell,  Case,  Clagstt, 
Clark,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crawford,  Colbrtth,  Cnshmaa, 
Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowk, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ernn,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford,. 
Forrest,  Poller,  Gross  of  New  York,  Guyon,  Hackfey^ 
Hall  of  New  York,  Hendricks,  HcrridL,  HUl,  Kendall,. 
Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Little,  Linn,  I^rman,  MeCrsftry, 
McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Aenii^tky^  Mallary, 
Marchand,  Mason,  Moigs,  Meitcalf,  R.  Iloore,  8. 
MoMe,  MoaaU,  Mwrayt  Kawtan^  Fatkmr  ef  Maaaa- 
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chusetts,  Patterson,  Philioii,  Plamer,  Bankiir,  Ridi, 
Richmond,  Roboitson,  Rogen,  Rosa,  Rum,  Sftrnpcon, 
Sawjer,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard,  Steteos,  Stom,  Street, 
Strong  of  Vermont,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins, 
Trimble,  Van  Renaselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Wil- 
liams of  Virginia,  and  Wood. 

Nais — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Ball,  Barbour, 
Bayly,  Bryan,  Boffam,  Burton,  Burwcll,  Botler  of 
Louisiana,  Cannon,  Cobb,  Crafts,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Fisher,  Floyd^  Follerton,  Oaroett,  Gross  of 
Pennsylvania,  Hardin,  Hazard,  Heister,  Holmes, 
Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Lowndes, 
Maclay,  McCoy,  Mercer,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massacku^ 
setts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Vir« 
ginia,  Pinckoey,  Ptndall,  Pitcher,  Reed,  Rhea,  Ring- 
gold, Settle,  Sotith  of  North  Carolina,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Terrell,  IVacy,  Tucker  of 
Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Walker,  Waxfield, 
and  Williams  of  North  Carolina* 

So  the  hill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concuiienee. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Skitb,  of  Maryland,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  or  the 
Whole,  on  the  hill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  hoxrow  two  millions  of  doUain^ 
and  for  other  purposes. 

A  debate  arose  on  the  provisions  of  this  bill) 
which  oecupied  the  remainder  of  the  day's  sittingi 
What  fottows  will  serve  to  show  the  cooxse  ofthe 
debate. 

Mr.  Smutb,  of.Maryland«  briefly  explained  the 
sevend  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  anoounoed  his 
inleoiion  to  pre]ioee»  ia  coaaequence  of  the  proposed 
extent  of  the.  loan,  (ibr  twelve  years^  that  the  in« 
terest  to  be  paid  tnareoa  should,  be  limited  to  five 
per  eeat.  [if  it  cannot  be  borrowed  al  this  rate, 
It  may  be  raiaed  by  a  temporar;^  loan,  at  six  per 
cent.,  which  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  to  be 
authorized  to  lend.] 

Mr.  Tamau}  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  strike  out 
^  two,"  and  insert  '^  fiv«"  in  the  first  sectioo,  so  as 
to  create  a  loan  for  five  millions,  insteadof  two. 

Mr.  T.  began  by.  saying,,  that  the  fint  sectieo  of 
the  bill  proposes  a  loan  of  two-  millions,  and  the 
la&t  seetiQOL  enaefis  that  the  balance  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  (whieh  is  «2,878,39B}  shall  he  appUoi,  in 
aid  of  the  loatn,  to  make  good  the  deceit  of  1820. 
It  would,  therdbre.  be  proper  to  keep  the  whide 
faill  in  view  upon  tne  motion^  If  it  was  the  plea* 
sure  of  the  House  that  the  balance  of  the  Staking 
Food  should  be  so  applied,  then  a  loan  of  three 
millions  would  be  necessary :  perhaps  more,  car* 
tainly  not  less.  If  it  was  mtended  to  leave  the 
Sinkmg  Fund  to  act  upon  its  legitimate  objeets, 
then  a  loan  of  five  millions  must  be  made.  He 
WBS  decidedly  hostile  to  the  proposed  ap|ilication, 
or  rather  nusaiqdicatioD,  of  the  balance  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  it  was  his  settled  opinion  that 
the  ten  millioBs  of  dollars  appropriated  for  the 
redemption  of  the  public  debt  was  pledged  invio* 
lably  for  that  purpose,  and  tiiat  it  would  be  a 
bceach  of  natiimai  faim  to  drvert  it  to  other  ob«- 


jects,  except  in  time  of  war,  agreeably  to  the  Ttk 
section  of  the  law  of  Marcbi  1817,  by  which  the 
fund  was  ^ilar^ed  to  ten  millions.  He  read  sev-* 
eral  paragraphs,  from  acts  of  Coog^tts,  in.soj^ 
port  of  his  opinion,  and  commented  at  some  Imgih, 
upon  the  operation  of  the  Sinking  Ftmd,  and'tha 
impropriety  of  changing  the  system,  for  the  saAw 
of  savmg  appearances.  This  prqxmti^  he  said^ 
presents  two  questions : 

1st.  Is  the  fund  pledged  to  redoeai  the  naiioaal 
debt?    And,  if  not, 

2d.  Would  it  be  sound  policy  to  appropriate  it 
to  other  objects  ? 

He  had  expressed  his  decided  opinion,  that  il 
was  pledged ;  and,  if  it  was  not,  he  was  agaiosl 
the  policy  of  the  measure.  It  would  form  a  pre? 
cedent  which  he  could  not  tdterate.  He  could 
recollect  of  no  instance  in  which  a  sinking  fund, 
either  here  or  in  Europe,  had  been  withdrawn,  in 
time  of  peace,  from  its  proper  purposes.  Ought 
we  at  this  session  to  set  an  example  so  pernicious? 
If,  said  he,  there,  is.  any  one  event  which  this  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  desire  above  all  others,  it 
IS  the  total  extinguishment  of  the  public  dd>t. 
They  at  least  have  a  right  to  coasi<kr  the  fund  as 
pledged.  They  ask  you,  what  urogress  you  are 
makmg  in  the  redemption  of  the  debt  %  Aiii  what 
is  your  answer  ?  Why.  sir,  a  bill  contaiiiing.two 
of  the  most  odious  fiscal  propositions  which  could 
be  offered  to  the  natioiv-— a  loan,  and  a  diversion 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  the  current  expenses  of 
the  year.  He  urg^ed  other  reasons  against  tbe 
proposition,  and  said  that  he  woidd  leave  it  wi^ 
the  committee,  and  turn  his  attention  to  th»  fijBt 
section. 

A  loan,  said  he,  is  wanted  this  year,  and  ano* 
ther  next :  we  are  fairly  afloat  upon  the  plank  of 
loans,  and,  whether  we  shall  pum  the.  debt  off,,  or 
it  push  us,  is  a  problem  which  he  would  leave  for 
time  and  tide  to  solve. 

He  was  dissatisfied  with  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. He  was  so  undnatood  tor  the  cbainwa; 
and  he  had  given  notice  that  he  should  make  the 
motion  which,  he  had  submitted.  He  ooouaeivM 
so  much  of  the  report  as  recommends  retrench- 
ment, and  gave  it  his  warmest  appsobalioa.  Bat 
he  objected  to  some  of  the  fisw  facts,  the  ar- 
rangement which  had  been  made  of  them,  and 
the  conclusions  drawn  from  them.  He  ha4  at- 
read)r  shown  that  the  proposed  am^ication  of  tht 
Siinlang  Fund  isa  breach  of  public  faith ;  and  he 
intend^  to  show — 

1st.  That  the  rq>ort  is  delusive,  and  calenlaled, 
in  some  respeets^  to  mislead  the  coontry. 

2d.  That  the  policy  and  interest  of  the  nation 
is  decide^ily  against  die  system  of  finance  pfo- 
posed  by  the  committee. 

To  have  himsdf  clearly  understood,  he  wooM 
take  the  liberty  of  statinff  some  facts  which,  upon 
this  occasion,  ought  to  Be  remenrtMved ;  and  4ia 
was  a  proper  time  to  say,  that  he  would  stale  M 
ftiets  exeq>t  such  as  had  been  reported  from  the 
proper  omces,  and  that  he  had  taken  some  trwMe 
to  avoid  mistakes.  He  would  remaric  that,,  in 
making  calcolationB,  he  had  cast  off  all  bwir 
fifty  cflDls,  and  all  above  was  carried  to  a  miit. 
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In  JaDoary,  1791,  the  public  debt  was  ^5.169,- 
974.  In  1793  we  began  the  loan  system,  and  con- 
tinned  it  for  twelve  years,  at  whicJi  time  the  debt 
stood  at  eiffhty  millions,  yibrating  daring  the 
whole  time  between  seTenty-five  and  eighty-fire 
millions.  He  gaye  those  tweWe  years  to  gentle- 
men who  pref^  loans  to  redwOon,  It  was  a  sec- 
tion of  the  **  road  to  ruin''  that  he  would  not 
trayel  in  himself,  nor  would  he  advise  others  to  go 
hr  i^ong  it  From  1805^  when  the  loans  ceasdl, 
the  debt  diminished  rapidly  nntil  1812,  when  it 
stood  at  forty-five  millions.  This  result  is  an 
argmnent  for  those  who  recommend  retrenchment 
and  reduction.  Experience  proves  that,  so  long 
as  deficits  are  made  good  by  loans,  there  is  no 
raduction  of  public  debt  or  current  expenses. 
The  war  deot,  added  to  the  last  sum,  made  an 
aggrepte,  in  1816,  of  123  millions :  which  has 
been  since  reduced,  and  on  the  1st  January  last, 

stood  at $88,885,203 

Part  of  this  sum  is  redeemable  at  the 

?easnre  of  the  Government,  viz. 
per  cent,  stock,  $13,225,915,  and 
5  per  cent,  stock,  (subscrioed  to  U. 
S.  Bank,)  $7,000,000  -       -       -     20,295,915 

Leaving  a  balance  of  funded  debt, 
at  6  and  7  per  cent.     -       -       -   $68,589,288 

This  balance  is  redeemable  at  the  following 
periods,  and  in  the  foUowinjr  sums;  to  each  of 
which  is  added  the  annual  interest  accruing  on 
the  whole  amount  of  the  public  debt,  and  the  as- 
gregate  sum  carried  out  so  as  to  show  at  a  single 
dance  what  sums  are  4Lnnually  reimbursed  until 
the  year  1828: 
1890,  Jan.  1.  Snndryitems, 

as  per  Treasury  report  -  $2,799,659 
Interest  on  public  debt  this 

year      -       -       -       -    4,911,843 

$7,711,502 

1821.  Deferred  6  per  cent. 

stock     ....       534,033 
Interest  this  year       -       -    4,773,737 

5,307,770 

1822.  Deferred  6  per  cents.       566,588 
interest  this  year      -       -    4,741,182 

1823.  Deferred  6  per  cents.       602,836 
interest  this  year      -       -    4,704,934 

1824.  Balance  deferred  6 
per  cents.      -       -       -       356,858 

Interest  this  year       -       -    4,666,267 


5,307,770 


5,307,770 


1825.  War  stock,  at  6  per 

cent.      ....  18,870,405 
Interest  this  year       -       -    3,440,411 


1826.  War  stock,  as  above  22,357,368 
interest  this  year      -       -    2,098,969 

1827.  War  loan,  at  6  and 

7  per  cent.      -       -       -13,011,437 
Interest  this  year      -       -    1,318,283 


5,023,126 


22,310,817 


24,456,338 


14,829,721 


1828.  War  loan,  as  before    9,490,099 
Interest  this  year       -        -       748,877 

Still  leaving  the  3  and  5  per  cents,  redeems  hfe 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  Treastiry. 

He  said  he  would  have  to  refer  to  these  items 
hereafter,  and  would,  therefore,  waive  them  for 
the  present,  and  take  up  the  report  of  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means^  and 
would — 

1st.  Take  the  chairman's  facts  as  the  basis  of 
his  calculation,  and.  by  patting  items  in  their 
proper  places,  show  the  true  deficit  for  1820. 

2d.  Upon  the  same  basis,  he  would  show  a  de- 
ficit for  1821,  of  certainly  $4,000,000,  and  proba- 
bly $6,000,000. 

The  report  begins  this  subject  by  enomerating 
the  itms  of  revenue  for  1820,  to  some  of  which, 
he  said,  he  had  the  most  decided  objections^  and 
others  would  be  unavailing  this  year.  The  third 
bank  bonus,  or  instalment,  as  the  law  calls  it, 
does  not  fall  due  until  the  first  day  of  Jannaij, 
1821,  and  yet  it  is  set  down  as  avainble  funds  in 
1820.  This  is  taking  a  loan  from  next  year  to 
supply  the  deficit  of  this.  It  is  enough  if  we  per- 
mit each  year  to  swallow  itself.  But,  by  Uiis  re- 
port, 1820,  after  devouring  itself,  and  all  iht 
crumbs  and  fragments  of  last  year,  besins  to  gor- 
mandize upon  1821,  at  the  rate  of  a  bank  bonus 
per  meal.  The  second  bonus,  due  in  January  last, 
IS  carried  to  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  this  year ; 
and  the  third  bonus  belongs  to  next  year ;  and,  if 
he  was  not  ereatly  mistaken,  it  would  be  wanted 
to  make  good  deficits  in  that  year.  To  use  it  this 
year  is  only  covering  the  deficit  with  cobwebs. 

Again :  A  bank  dividend  is  stated  for  July  next, 
at  four  per  cent,  making  $280,000;  and,  to  be 
oonsisteut,  the  dividend  in  January,  1821,  ought 
to  have  been  carried  back  with  the  bonus,  as 
funds  for  1820.  But  there  is  no  reason  to  believe 
that  any  dividend  will  be  made  in  July ;  if  one  is 
made,  it  will  be  for  the  sake  of  demonstration;  it 
will  be  to  keep  up  appearances. 

Again :  The  revenue  from  public  Jands  is  stated 
at  two  millions.  These  funds  wiM  bedepoaled  in 
banks  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Missoori.  Mississippi,  Ala- 
bama, and  other  places.  The  wnole  di^ursement 
of  public  money  west  of  the  mountains  is  only 
about  $1,250,000  per  annum,  and  the  balance 
must  be  remitted  to  Philadelpnia,  and  places  east 
of  that,  before  it  is  avaihible  funds  for  the  Treas- 
ury. It  is  found  that  eight  or  nine  months  are 
required  to  transmit  money  from  the  Western 
country  to  the  Treasury. 

The  operation  is  usually  performed  by  the  Uni- 
ted  States  Bank,  but  four  months'  notice  is  de- 
manded, and  it  is  about  four  months  after  pay- 
ments are  made  before  they  are  deposited,  so  that 
a  notice  can  be  given  to  the  bank,  and  requisitioa 
made  upon  it  to  effect  the  transmission.  These 
moneys  are  paid  in  specie  or  bank  notes.  If  in 
specif  it  would  take  four  months,  and  cost  two 
and  a  half  per  cent  to  transfer  it  to  the  Treasury. 
If  in  paper,  the  remittance  cannot  be  made  by  the 
bank  at  an  earlier  day  than  that  stated,  without 
loss  to  the  institution ;  and  if  the  local  bask  notes 
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were  traDsmitted,  the  loss  to  the  Treasavy  would 
be  from  fire  to  twenty  per  cent  In  fact,  the  loss 
upon  pablic  funds  paid  in  the  Western  country  is 
about  three  per  cent.,  if  the  money  lying  idle  and 
useless  may  be  called  a  loss.  Now  it  is  admitted 
that  Kentucky  and  Ohio  hemp  is  worth  two  and 
a  half  more  than  Russia  hemp,  and  upon  these 
facts  he  would  ask  if  it  would  not  be  wise  for  the 
Gioyernment  to  purchase  Western  hemp  for  the 
navy  at  fire  per  cent,  above  the  price  of  Russia 
hemp,  and  also  procure  clothing  for  the  army,  and 
other  supplies,  if  to  be  had,  in  ue  Western  coun- 
try, at  an  advance  of  from  three  to  five  per  cent 
on  the  current  price  of  imports  ?  The  bill  which 
was  passed  a  few  days  since,  on  this  subject,  ought 
to  be  carried  into  efi*ect  by  the  departments  without 
delay.  The  people  of  the  West  would  begin  to 
look  into  this  matter.  You  make  us  pav  our  dues 
in  cash.  We  have  neither  loans  nor  creoits.  The 
Eastern  people  get  all  the  money,  all  the  credits, 
and  ail  the  loans.  Surely  our  agriculture  ana 
manufactures  may  for  the  ruture  expect  to  receive 
that  encouragement  which  can  be  given  to  them 
without  loss  to  the  public.  If  he  should  live  to 
take  his  seat  here  next  session,  he  would  find  it  his 
duty  to  inquire  pretty  closely  mto  the  prices  which 
may  be  ^iven  by  public  agents  during  this  summer 
for  clothing  and  hemp,  and  one  or  two  other  arti- 
cles of  Western  growth  or  manufacture. 

He  would  proi^ed  with  the  report.  The  items 
he  had  named  ought  to  be  deducted  from  the  esti- 
mate of  the  available  funds  for  the  current  year. 

The  total  receipts  of  the  year  are  sta- 
ted at   ^22,525,666 

Deduct  therefrom  the  bank  bo- 
nus      -       -       -       -       500,000 

Deduct  therefrom  the  bank  di- 
vidends        -        -       -       280,000 

Deduct  therefrom  money  in 

transit  -        -        -        760,000 

1,630,000 

Leaving  available  funds  for  1820,  20,095,666 


The  current  appropriations  for  the 
same  year  amount  to        -        -        -    26,299,164 
Deduct  the  above  sum      -        -        -    20,996,665 


Leaves  a  deficit  for  1820,  of      -        -      6,303,499 

Which  accords  with  the  annual  report  from  the 
Treasury  Department.  A  single  ^ance  at  the 
state  of  our  foreign  relations  would  indicate  the 
necessity  of  a  loan  for  five  millions.  The  Secre- 
tary, of  course,  would  only  borrow  so  much  of  that 
sum  as  is  wanted.  A  loan  of  less  than  three  mil- 
lions would,  in  his  opinion,  lead  to  a  breach  of 
public  faith,  or  a  call  of  Congress  before  December. 

So  much  for  1820.  The  report  of  expenditures 
for  1821  is,  he  said,  entirely  delusive.  The  current 
expenses  of  the  Qovemment  for  the  last  five  vears 
has  been  upwards  of  fourteen  millions  of  dollars : 
last  year  it  amounted,  including  Revolutionary 
pensions,  to  $16,422,946 ;  and  this  year  about  the 
same.  Add  the  sinking  fund,  and  the  total  amount 
is,  at  least,  $26,000,000  per  annum. 


In  1819  the  total  expenditure  was    $24,812,419 

This  year  it  is,  (including  Revolu- 
tionary pensions.)     -       -       -       -    26,299,164 

The  unexpended  balance  of  sinking  fund  makes 
the  only  material  difierence  between  1819  and 
1820.  flow  the  chairman  expects  to  reduce  it 
for  1821,  to  about  eighteen  and  one  half  millionn, 
was  more  than  he  could  conjecture.  There  is  a 
list  of  items  which  the  report  says  may  be  deduct- 
ed next  year.  But  there  are  items  of  this  sort 
every  year,  which  go  off  the  estimates,  and  others 
come  on,  to  an  equal  amount,  and  sometimes 
greater.  There  are  two  modes  of  increasing  ex- 
penditures which  are  always  in  operation :  Ist.  By 
passing  laws  creating  new  heads  of  service,  and 
voting  funds  to  carry  them  into  effect.  Pension 
laws  and  Indian  treaties  are  of  this  class.  2d.  By 
incidental  and  miscellaneous  demands,  whicn 
come  up  every  year,  and  have  to  be  provided  for, 

Srivate  claims  and  the  like;)  and  the  experience 
twenty  years  has  proven  that  these  new  d^ 
mands  which  come  upon  the  estimates,  exceed 
the  aggregate  of  old  ones  which  are  omitted.  This 
very  year  we  have  about  seven  hundred  and  fifly 
thousand  dollars  in  new  items.  Besides,  the  army 
is  put  upon  stint  and  thrift  for  this  year,  and,  my 
word  for  it,  we  shall  next  year  be  compelled  to 
increase  the  army  appropriation,  and  I  dare  say 
we  shall  have  some  dencits  to  make  good. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means^  he  said, 
made  a  reduction  in  the  estimates  of  this  year  of 
two  millions  of  dollars ;  which,  if  it  had  been  al- 
lowed, would  have  made  the  expenditure  upwards 
of  twenty-eight  millions,  leaving  a  deficit  of  more 
than  seven  millions. 

If  the  revenue  amounts  to  only  twenty  miUions 
for  the  next  four  years,  we  may  expect  a  deficit  of 
about  four  millions  per  annum  until  the  year  1823, 
when  the  permanent  appropriation  for  the  increase 
of  the  navy  expires ;  after  which  the  deficit  will 
be  three  millions,  and  the  figures  stand  thus,  by 
estimate : 

Current  expenses  and  sinking  fund 
for  1826 $23,000,000 

Deduct  the  total  of  revenue,  amount 
doubtful 20,000,000 

Deficit  for  that  year      -       -       -     3,000,000 
Add  the  public  debt  and  interest, 
payable  that  year     ...       -    22,310,317 

Total  deficit  for  1825  -  -  -  26,310,817 
The  report  of  the  honorable  chairman  is  defec- 
tive in  not  showing  the  amount  of  interest  accru- 
ing and  jpayable  each  year  after  1824.  The  amount 
for  1825  is  93,440,411,  and  must  be  added  to  the 
principal,  to  show  the  aggregate  payable  that  ](ear.. 
it  is  useless  to  deceive  ourselves  on  this  subject. 
The  chairman's  plan  of  finance  will  leave  us  with- 
out a  dollar  to  b^^n  the  heavy  reimbursements  of 
the  year  1826.  He  exhausts  the  sinking  fund 
every  year,  and  leaves  the  public  faith  to  rest  upon 
chance,  and  the  revival  of  trade  and  commerce. 

The  laws  of  Congress.  Mr.  T.  a^ain  said,  had 
given  a  solemn  pledge  tnat  ten  millions  shall  be 
annually  applied  in  redemption  of  the  national. 
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debt;  and  he,  for  one,  mis  resolved  to  hold  it 
sacred.  In  the  yeea  18^  the  commissioners  of 
Aat  fond  coold,  by  law,  call  upon  the  Treasury 
fbi  the  balances  unexpected  for  the  two  preceding 
years;  which  balances  would  be  9^,384,460;  and 
these  balances,  if  called  for,  would  make  the  de- 
ficit of  \B2b  amount  to  $34,695,277.  It  would 
hare  giyen  him  great  pleasure  to  accord  with  the 
tepofi  in  all  respects,  if  he  could  hare  done  so ; 
more  especially  as  it  gives  a  view  of  our  finances 
quite  as  favorable  as  the  facts  would  warrant 
What  he  had  said  gave  a  darker  shade  to  the  sub- 
ject, but  still  he  saw  no  reason  to  despond ;  for, 
notwithstanding  the  derangements  of  commerce 
and  the  pressure  of  the  times,  our  condition  is  far 
superior  to  that  of  any  other  nation.  A  contrast, 
fbr  instance,  between  our  fiscal  concerns  and  those 
of  Great  Britain,  would  make  the  subject  sufil^ 
oiently  clear  to  be  understood. 

In  the  year  1818,  her  national  debt,  funded  and 
imfbnded.  amounted  to        -       -  $5,555,555,555 
Our  debt  is  only       -        -       -         88,885,203 
Tht  annual  expense  of  her  Gov- 
ernment is 301,109,473 

The  maximum  of  ours  is  only  -  26.000,000 
Her  deficit  in  1818  was  sixty-one  millions  of 
dollars,  which  she  supplied  by  a  loan.  Ours,  this 
y«ar,  is  only  five  millions.  The  whole  amount  of 
expenses  of  our  Government,  from  the  4th  of 
Iftihsh,  1789,  to  June  30tb,  1819,  a  period  of  thirty 
years,  was  only  five  hundred  and  tnirteen  million 
flye  hundred  and  sixty-seven  thousand  one  hundred 
and  eight  dollars;  of  which  sum  more  than  two 
hundred  and  fifty-three  millions  was  paid  in  dis- 
char^  of  principal  and  interest  of  public  debt, 
aikd*m>ut  two  hundred  and  sixty  millions  for  the 
aggregate  expenses-  of  Government;  from  which 
it  appears  that  the  people  of  England  pay  as  much 
in  one  year  and*  nine  months,  as  we  do  in  thirtv 
^rears.  To  this  we  must  add  their  poor  tax,  whicn 
IS  an  amegate  sum  of  from  twenty-seven  to  thirty- 
six  miUions  per  annum. 

The  report  of  the  committee,  said  Mr.  T.,  gives 
the  probame  amount  of  revenue  for  next  year,  and 
various  opinions  have  been  expressed  on  that  sub- 
ject.   As  to  the  revenue  from  customs,  he  had 
sntisfied  himself  that  it  would  be  at  its  minimum 
ibr  thb  and  the  next  year ;  and  that  it  would  afler- 
^rards  graduidly-  increase.    He  had  a  statistical 
tabit  bmre  him,  showing  the  aggr^te  amount 
and  vafaie  of  imports  for  consumption  for  several 
periods,^  of  seven  years  each,  together  with  the 
ayerase  consumption  of  each  year,  and  also  the 
amuai  amount  of  customs  accruing  on  the  con- 
sumption of  each  year.    He  had  selected  tlue  pesbd 
from  the  first  of  January^  1794,  to  Decemto^  1800^ 
as  the  basis  of  an  inlerenne,  and  upon  the  8iq>po8i- 
tion  that  each  individual  will  consume  as  much 
of  imports  for  the  nest  seyen  years,  as  was  con- 
somea  by  eadi  during  that  penod,  the  ankonnt  of 
revenue,  from  the  next  seven  years,  will  amount 
to  at  least  twenty-three  n^ioas  of  doUasB.    This 
residt  is  founded  upon  the  tarifi'  as  it  stood  from 
fPH  to  180^,  and  he  thought  it  probable  that  the 
incRttse  c^  duties  since  that  time  would  equal  the 
decrease  of  consumption.    He  knew  it  was  impoa- 


sdde  to  be  exact  on  such  sabiccti,  becMki 
facts  are  not  tangible;  but  it  »(|Qitertt«k, 
suppose  that  the  ratio  of  popolatka  m  ijm 
tion  is  about  the  same  aow  as  then.  T»su» 
of  imports  would  be  detcrauned  by  the  mO^ 
oonsumptiony  and  the  ability  of  the  uiv^ 
for  them:  or  take  another  pii&cin^aiiiii 
the  amount  of  imports  will  equaTdie  asa 
exports;  and  upon  either  pnDciple,cfw>a.- 
tical  principle,  it  will  be  tound  thii  vm 
from  customs  will  be  about  twenty-miikCk 
and  a  probable  increase.  Great  iUovk&Lt 
ever,  must  be  made  for  the  presHRcf  c:jfc 
and  the  results  of  past  years  wxiiMi-rt 
rion  upon  which  estimates  can  be  ink  i:  2 
future. 

Recurring  again  to  the  repoit,ivsutft^iUa» 
who  chose  to  take  the  trouble  of  ennuitfi:- 
subject,  will  find,  that,  in  the  yoriStlaf  iink 
income  of  the  Treasury  wassoiatttfuiHR 
millions^  and  the  disbarsemectisi^att^i 
but  the  actual  receipts  have  graAjatE^^ 
estimates,  and  it  appears  that  a^(i^ 
two  millions  of  funded  debt  have  ben  ^ifH 
the  last  three  years ;  and  thatahNtti^c^ 
have,  in  the  same  period,  been  a|a4£  i* 
charge  of  Treasury  notes,  BiisBisai|i|Hsioc^«^ 
of  War  debt  unfunded,  and  vanousoito^^ 
exclusive  of  the  current  expnaoo^^'^ 
which  have  aJso- be^  paid^  fim^^' 
appears  that  the  deficit  of  this  yetm^^^ 
to  any  mistake  in  the  estimates  of  tbel9>! 
Department,  or  any  failure  of  rereuoe  )tfi^ 
but  is  charg^ble  mainly  to  the  libenlv^^ 
which  Congress  has  authorized  dishsai'^ 

We  had  been  flattered  with  a  bopetb^tiK^ 

retary  had  made  a  mistakeas  to  tii«uw!'^* 

deficit  in  the  Treasury ;  but,  after  m*^ 

reduction  of  more  than  two  milIio»fi**^ 

mates,  there  still  remains  a  deficit  \^^f 

stated  by  him  in  his  annual  rqiort  i^***^ 

yond  question,  that  the  disbursciDfliBw  ^^^ 

succeeding  years  will  surpass  ^i^^i^dr 

Treasury,  and  any  system  of  ^^^r^^j^ 

react  upon  us,  at  the  next  sessirftW^JJ^L^ 

force.    The  best  way  would  l»*"»'Xibf 

of  the  Secretary  of  the  TreaaijiM*^^ 

expenditures.    We  must  do  so^^^^r^ac 

or  revive  the  late  system  0^ '^''^L.^jitjif 

This,  he  was  siire,  would  not  ij  ^■''i^yiifti 

the  nation,  until  reductions  "J*"^   g,9)jr 

sooner  we  begin  the  work  the  beW*'-  r^J^ 

had  stated  such  of  his  oljectioiis  to  tw^ 

the  committee  as  are  materiallf  ^f^<t^ 

the  loan  bill ;  in  doing  which,  his  ^l^x 

to  have  the  facts  distincUy  ^^^,^>i 

vote  is  taken.    If  the  House  sbouW  c  ««^ik 

use  the  Sinking  Fund  in  aid  oii^f^l^. 

year,  he  hoped  they  would  raise  »*'r^-^ 

miUions,  wfthout  which,  he  wai  «r^' 

would  be  aground  before  die  next  ^^^^ 

Mr.  Storrs  followed,  oa  t^  ^^Zi^$ 

question  as  Mr.  Tsimbi^.  /»  ^^^p 

correctness  of  the  atimates  01  ^^r^  ^^ 

ent  year,  and  therefore  wfed  that  »  r  ^^ 

amount  oi  the  loan  was  toe  smv*' 
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of  ojiiiiknii  that  a  due  regard  to  tbe  public  faith 
required  that  the  surplus  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
should  not  be  applied  to  the  expenses  of  Sie  cur- 
rent year,  &e.  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  Mr.  S. 
ATe  notice  that  he  should  call  up  his  motion 
tooking  to  a  system  of  internal  revenue,  with  a 
view  of  amending  it  so  as  to  make  it  a  resolution 
calling- on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report 
to  Congress,  at  the  next  session,  a  system  of  inter- 
nal taxation  adapted  to  any  d^ciency  in  the  rev- 
enue arising  from  the  excess  of  the  expenditures  of 
the  Grovernment  over  its  receipts. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  r^ed  to  Mr.  Tbimblb  and  Mr. 
Storks.  He  denied  that  there  was  any  invasion 
of  the  faith  of  the  Governm«it  as  pledged  in  regard 
to  the  Sinking  Fund.  He  defended  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  point  to  point, 
and  argued  that  it  would  be  absurd  to  borrow 
money  and  pay  interest  on  it,  that  it  mi^ht  lie  idle  in 
the  Treasury,  as  this  money  must  do,  if  borrowed, 
since  it  could  not  be  employed  in  the  redemption 
of  the  public  debt,  unless  (of  which  there  was  no 
probability)  it  should  be  in  the  market  at  or  below 
par. 

Mr.  LowifDBS  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  but  also  in  favor  of  a  somewhat  larger 
amount  of  loan  than  two  millions,  thinking  that 
a  loan  of  that  amount  left  too  little  surpms  for 
contingencies.  On  the  subject  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  he  took  the  same  ground  as  Mr.  Shitb,  and 
entirely  denied  that  th&  application  of  the  idle 
surplus  of  that  fund  to  the  current  expenses  of  the 
Groveniment  was  at  all  inconsistent  with  the  laws 
creatine  and  regelating  that  fund. 

Mn  BALnwiN  spoke  in  favor  of  a  loan  of  five 
millioasi,and  of  course  aoainst  that  part  of  the  bill 
which  relaites  to  the  suriuus  of  the  Sinking  Fund^ 
which  fund,  according  to  his  construction  of  the 
law^  was  sacredly  pledged  to  the  sole  purpose  of 
paying  the  pubhc  debt,  and  inappMcaole  to  any 
other  unless  during.  war^-rA  case  specially  provided 
forj  and  therefore  excluding  any  other  oontmsency. 

Mr*  Barbovb  controverted  Mr.  Baluwin's  con- 
struction of  the  law.  He  contended  that  any  sur- 
plus of  the  Sinkin^^  Fund,  which  could  not  be 
applied  to  the  purcnase  of  the  public  debt  at  or 
under-  nar,.mignt  be  appb'ed  to  the  ordinary  pur- 
poses 01  the  Government— 'being  idle  and  useless 
in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  until  at  the  end  of  two  years  it  reverts  to  the 
Treasury. 

Mr.  Balbwim  and  Mr.  TaiMBLE  both  spoke  in 
r^ly,  the  latter  much  at  large ;  when,  after  a  ses- 
sion of  about  six  hours,  the  Committee  rose  and 
the  House  ad joomed. 


Friday,  May  5. 
DUTIES  ON  SALES  AT  AUCTION. 

Immediately  after  the  meeting.of  the  House,  the 
following  proceedings  took  place: 

Mr.  Ford,  of  New  Y6rl^  was  speaking  when 
the  Reporter  entered  the  Chamber.  He  was  stater 
ing  the  general  reasons  which  had  indu^  him  to 
vole  fcK  the  tariff  bill,  (which  waa  yestecday  re* 
jeeted  in  the.  Senate,)  fuid  which  also  induced  hmf 


in  connexion  with  that  bill,  and,  as  a  part  oi  a* 
g:eneral  system,  to  vote  on  the  bill  for  laying  du- 
ties on  sales  at  auction,  wbich  yesterday  passed 
this  House.  The  tariff  bill,  had  it  passed,  he  said, 
would  not  in  his  opinion  have  operated  to  enhanoa 
to  the  consumer  the  price  of  imported  goods — ^be- 
lieving that  the  whole  difference  between  the  pres- 
ent and  the  prop<5sed  duty  would  have  accrued  to 
the  Government,  without  its  operating  as  a  tax  on 
the  peop^le,  dx.  He  approved  of  that  bill,  and  of 
the  auction  duty  as  connected  with  it ;  but,  as  there 
was  now  no  prospect  of  the  passa|>e  of  the  tariff 
bill,  and  as  he  considered  the  auctiourduty  bill  as 
necessarily  connected  with  it,  he  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  of  yesterday,  whereby  the  auction- 
duty  bill  was  passed.  His  object  was,  on  its  being 
reconsidered,  to  move  to  postpone  the  IhU  to  the 
next  session. 

The  question  having  been   stated  from  the 
Chair— 

Mr.  CocEB,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  had  supposed 
this  bill,  which  nassed  yesterday,  had  taken  the 
course  of  other  bills,  and  had  been  yesterday  tran&t 
mitted  to  the  Senate  for  its  concurrence,  until 
information  to  the  contrary  had  been  given  to  the 
House.  Had  the  same  expedition  b^  pursued 
in  regard  to  this  bill  as  had  been  pursued  in  re- 
gard to  certain  other  bills,  the  motion  for  recon^ 
sideration  could  not  have  been  made.  Under  the 
circumstwices,  he  considered  this  motion  as  not  a 
little  extmordinary.  The  bill  had  been  once  de- 
bated and  rejected;  then  reconsidered  and  amend- 
ed; then  debated  and  ordered  to  a. third  reading.; 
and  on  a  suhsequent  day:  read  a  third  time  and 
passed ;  and  now,  on  the  next  dav^  it  was  agaiA 
nrqx>sed  to  be.  reconsidered !  For  his  part,  he  said| 
he  was  not  made  of  such  pliable  materials  as  to 
be  persuaded  to  go  into  a  measure  on  one  day,  and 
out  of  it  the  next.  For  a  course  so  inconsistent, 
he  could  not  possibly  give  his  vote.  If  it  was  right 
to  pass  this  bill  yesterday^  it  was  certainly  right 
to  pass  it  to-day ;  for  the  same  state  of  things  ex- 
ists now  as  did  then.  He  therefore  requested  that, 
when  the  vote  on  the  question  of  reconsideration 
was  taken,  it  should  be  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  that 
there  should  be  a  caU  ot  the  House  on  the  occa- 
sion* 

[Mr.  Spbakjbr  stated,  for  the  information  of  the 
House,  and  in  justification  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
House,  that  he  had  known  of  no  intention  to  move 
a  reconsideration  of  the  bill  until  this  moniing,) 
that  yesterday  indi^iosition  had  prevented  his  car- 
rying the  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  thb  monning  the 
Senate  had  not  yet  met.  The  general  import  of 
the  Speaker'^  observations  waa,  that  no  blame  w«i 
imputable  to  the  desk  on  the  occasion.] 

Mr.  BALnwiK  aasigned  the  reaaona  why  he  should 
vote  in  favor  of  the  recoasideralkm.  (m  the  quea- 
tion  to  reconsider  this  bill  the  oih&t  day,  with  a 
view  to  revive  it  after  its  rejection^  he  had  voted 
in  the  negative*  The  House  would  reeolket  that) 
when  he  moved  to  strike  out  ten  per  ceat.,.tkie 
amount  of  duty  proposed  to  be  laid  on  sales  of  d«y 
goods,  he  had  done  so  against  his  own  opinioni 
believing  that  in  that  shape  the  bill  would  nottan* 
swer  the  objeat  he  had  in  view*    He  was  opiioied 
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to  the  reconsideration  of  tbe  bill  at  this  time,  be- 
cause he  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  better  to  do 
nothing,  or  do  what  ought  to  be  done. 

Thelmi  had  now  assamed  an  aspect  totally  dif- 
ferent from  that  in  which  it  was  reported  by  the 
committee ;  it  was  now  a  mere  revenne  bill,  or,  if 
it  woald  have  any  other  operation,  it  would  be  a 
partial  one,  confined  to  one  chiss  of  the  commu- 
nity. As  a  reyenae  bill,  he  said,  it  had  been  well 
remarked  by  his  coUeagtie,  (Mr.  SEROEAinr,)  that 
its  operation  would  be  partial,  and  therefore  un- 
just. It  was  now  distinctly  avowed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  that  it  was  not  their 
intention  to  introduce  a  new  revenue  bill.  Let 
the  House  remark,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  the  system 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  Manufactures  would 
have  had  the  effect  to  supfrfy  the  deficiency  in  the 
revenue^  let  what  alarm  may  have  been  raised  on 
the  score  of  the  effect  of  the  tariff  bill  on  the  rev- 
enue. But,  the  other  part  of  the  system  being  de- 
stroyed, he  was  not  disposed  to  retain  this  dis- 
joined oranch  of  it.  With  respect  to  the  auction 
duty,  he  had  another  objection  to  it  Whilst  it 
was  connected  vnth  a  general  system,  for  impor- 
tant general  purposes,  the  States  wbicn  derived  a 
revenue  from  the  same  obiect  would  be  willing  to 
give  it  up.  Now.  no  such  purpose  would  be  an- 
swered by  the  bill ;  and,  as  a  Represenative  of  a 
State  whose  revenue  would  be  impaired  by  it,  he 
did  not  see  why  the  interests  of  two  States  de- 
riving revenue  from  this  object  should  alone  be 
sacrificed,  not  to  general  but  to  partial  views. 
The  solitary  object  of  this  bill,  besides  putting  a 
litde  money  into  the  Treasury,  was  to  aid  the 
merchants  of  this  country  in  competition  with 
those  of  another  countnr  m  our  markets.  As  a 
measure,  he  said,  if  the  old  system  of  revenue  was 
good — ^ii  it  had  carried  us  so  triumphantly  through 
peace  and  throii^h  war^  there  was  no  occasion  for 
this  little  accession  to  it ;  and,  if  it  was  unsound, 
and  not  to  be  relied  on.  this  partial  aid  was  not 
what  it  required.  He  snould,  therefore,  in  every 
view,  vote  for  the  reconsideration  of  the  bill,  and 
then  for  its  postponement 

Mr.  LivBBMORB  wished,  before  he  voted  for  the 
reconsideration,  to  have  a  distinct  pledge,  that  the 
object  of  the  reconsideration  was  to  postpone  the 
bin,  and  not  to  amend  and  repass  it  There  was 
something  about  this  bill,  he  said,  which  he  could 
not  understand.  One  day  it  is  a  revenue  bill ;  the 
next  day,  a  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  manu- 
factures J  and  the  next  day  something  else.  He 
expressed  some  surprise  at  the  quarter  in  which 
hostility  to  the  bill  was  now  manifested.  Who, 
he  Baked,  were  the  fathers  of  the  bill  ?  The  Com- 
mittee or  Manufactures ;  and  yet  to-day  the  chair- 
man of  that  committee  wishes  to  destroy  the  bUl. 
This  reminded  him  of  Abraham,  offering  up  his 
■on  Isaac  as  a  sacrifice  on  the  altar.  With  regard 
to  this  bill  as  a  measure  of  revenue,  Mr.  L.  thought 
there  was  no  occasion  for  it.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  the  revenue  was  large  enough  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Qovernment;  and,  if  there  was  a 
proper  retrenchment  of  the  public  expenditure, 
that  there  would  at^he  present  day  be  no  com- 
plaint of  a  deficiency  of  revenue  under  our  present 


system  of  imposts, idueli,  Ibewd,  lia4  beeia^- 
ful  frioid,  and  was  entitled  to  eaotaamoK 
dence.  Mr.  L.  made  some  other  vcnyik  nc 
were  not  distinctly  heard  hj  the 

Mr.  Storrs  was  opposed  to  the 
of  the  bUL    By  soffiering  it  to  pass;,  heoiCco- 
gress  w(Mild  be  able  to  aseertain.  tbe  eOKd^ 
evil  to  which  it  was  neoesotry  to  apphi  lae 
It  was  important,  with  a  view  to  denm^kn,- 
ter  a  system  for  tke  pratectioifc  of  ilmsi'n  a^a- 
trjr.  to  understand  with  precision  diecoBl^&hr 
evil  under  which  it  labors  from  the  sale^iiKp 
goods,  dtc.    Congress  would  then  be  aUe  1 1^ 
a  remedy  with  some  degree  of  eemivj.  Tk 
bill  was  of  some  importance^  ioo^  he  itefedc 
a  measure  of  revenue.     Mr.  8.  mi  htwuK 
one  of  those  who,  becaose  they  coidtf  aahtn  i 
perfect  system,  would  not  haTeaaysdyiiitbB  vie- 
ever  to  the  revenue.    If  the  VMpe  aftbabi^ 
would  do  no  prejudice  to  aoy  cbsiaihecaaav- 
nity,  what  harm  could  it  do  to  niR  faa  «  vt 
hundred  thousand  dollars  of  rev«aBe.inikK&isi 
expense  whatever  to  the  GSoTeramnLl  Oi^ 
subject  of  internal  revenue,  Bir.  S.  said  Wy^ 
to  be  understood.    Gentlemen  talked  of  aseat 
taxation,  as  if  it  implied  direct  taxatioB.  Nr  sii 
thing,  he  said.    It  would  be  long  hdbic  m  oe- 
sented  to  enter  a  man's  doors  to  laxUspie^ 
or  lay  a  tax  directly  on  his  land.    Jtahsvai 
bill  which  would  produce  a  leveaae  cf  a^'i 
million;  and  he  saw  no  reason  for  nao^  tL 
Besides^  he  said,  the  manufacturers  oapi »  af- 
port  this  bill.    Because  they  could  ntf  ahnk  i 
duty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  sales  of  forei^  mm£^ 
tureB,  would  they  therefore  refuse  a  dittr  i'lve 
per  cent.  ?    It  could  not  be  denied,  he  aid,  t^  t 
duty  of  five  per  cent,  on  sales  at  aoctioaM^)^ 
a  serious  impediment  in  the  way  of  tale  d  isxe^ 
goods  at  auction.    Mr.  S.  contended  t&at  ta»  «a 
a  very  important  bill,  if  there  neier  passei  n- 
other,  in  favor  of  the  xaaoku&ietaraioii^ccss' 
try ;  and  he  would  not  consent  lo  desocy  ^  be- 
cause every  thing  which  they  waaiedesBid  act  be 
accomplished. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  sud  Aecooldnot 
&:ive  a  vote  on  this  question  mjcfcout  GCfiosmg 
his  hope  that  the  motion  for  leoGasihn^fin wcx^ 
not  prevaiL  He  did  not  conate  ihe  \ktee  ^»lla 
which  had  been  before  the  HoBsedepenteit  ci 
each  other,  but  considered  each  of  them  gcodb 
dependently  of  the  other ;  and  he  eoaikd  see  a 
reason  why  the  bill  now  under  oon^deratioa  i:^'^ 
be  prevented  from  going  to  the  Senate.  Bt  ^ 
lieved  it  would  have  tbe  effect  to  preTea'^^^ 
circulation  of  foreisrn  manuiaetares  thsi^  ^^ 
country,  and  therefore  would  aid  our  aai^tl^ 
tures ;  tnat  it  would  be  beneficial  to  the  tc^t^^ 
and  that  it  would  also  favor  the  real  AtbktJ 
merchant.  Although  in  favor  of  manufacKi 
he  was  not  opposed  to  the  mercantile  intin 
and  it  appeared  that  a  great  portion  of  the  bioJ 
of  the  country  was  now  done  by  fbreigrn  merc^H 
Believing  that  this  bill  would  be  beneficia: :-  \ 
manufacturing  as  well  as  to  the  mercani' ! 
terest,  at  the  same  time  that  it  would  aid  » ^ 
enue,  he  could  not  but  be  in  favor  of  its  p^ 
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Mr.  Campbill  amed  with  the  gentleman  who 
last  nwke,  that  each  of  the  three  hills  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  Manufactures  was  good,  inde- 
pendently of  each  other.  Though  the  Senate  had 
rejected  one  of  those  bills  which  had  passed  this 
House,  he  yet  thought  this  House  should  do  its 
duty  without  reference  to  what  the  Senate  had 
done.  If  the  Senate  nrevented  the  adoption  of 
the  sjrstem,  on  them,  wuere  it  belongs,  let  the  re- 
sponsibility be.  It  would  not  tell  well^  he  said, 
to  the  nation,  that  the  House  had  twice  recon- 
sidered and  twice  rereraed  its  decision  on  the 
some  bill. 

Mr.  Rhba  made  a  few  observations  on  the  ques- 
tion. He  was  in  faror  of  reconsideration  now, 
because  from  the  beginning  he  had  been  opposed 
to  the  bill.  He  remarked  on  the  arguments  in 
fayor  of  this  bill :  at  one  time  the  bill  was  to  create 
a  revenue  from  sales  of  foreign  goods—at  another 
it  was  to  exclude  them  from  the  market.  These 
arguments,  he  contended,  were  incompatible  with 
each  other.  He  was  content,  he  said,  with  the  old 
revenue  system,  and  with  the  old  regulations  of 
commerce,  dbc.,  notwithstanding  the  splendor  and 
magnificence  which  gentlemen  saw  in  this  new 
one.  Mr.  R.  made  other  observations,  which  the 
reporter  was  not  able  to  hear :  but  the  conclusion 
or  them  was,  his  being  in  favor  of  the  reconsider- 
ation and  po«tponement  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Foot  made  a  few  remarks  in  opposition  to 
the  reconsideration  of  the  bilL  He  adverted  to 
the  difficulty  which  attended  the  sale  of  domestic 
manufactures,  from  the  immense  proportion  of 
foreign  goods  thrown  into  the  market,  ana  expressed 
his  conviction  that  the  passage  of  this  bill  would 
have  an  important  effect,  favorable  to  national  in- 
dustry, d&c. 

Mr.  Fuller  vras  opposed  to  a  reconsideration 
of  the  bill.  Although  he  had  not  spoken  on  either 
of  the  three  bills  which  had  been  before  this  House, 
he  had  always  avowed  a  strong  inclination  to  do 
something  that  would  promote  the  interest  of  the 
manufacturers  of  the  country.  Such,  he  was  of 
opinion^  would  be  the  ef^t  of  this  bill,  creatinj^  a 
discrimination  in  their  favor,  in  the  competition 
with  foreign  goods,  the  sale  of  which  at  auction 
now  fills  the  market,  so  as  to  leave  no  room  for 
the  domestic  faluics.  This  bill  proposed  to  give 
to  our  manufactures,  in  addition  to  the  advantage 
already  enjoyed,  a  bounty  of  five  per  cent,  in  com- 
petition with  the  foreign  fabrics  of  the  same  ma- 
terial and  quality— an  advantiige  of  which  the 
friends  of  manufactures  ought  to  avail  themselves. 
There  would,  he  thoug:ht,  be  an  indiscretion  on 
the  part  of  their  friends  in  a  reconsideration  of  this 
bill,  and  refusing  to  take  what  it  offered,  because 
they  could  not  get  all  they  wished.  If  this  bill 
did  not  diminish  the  sales  of  foreign  goods,  it  would 
serve  to  add,  in  no  inconsiderate  degree,  to  our 
revenue.  He  thought  it  would  be  wise  to  be^n  a 
system  for  the  protection  of  manufactures,  with  a 
single  ex[)eriment  first.  The  passa^  and  opera- 
tion of  this  bill  would  prepare  the  different  classes 
interested,  for  other  measures  of  the  same  character, 
should  others  be  deemed  expedient,  and  the  coun- 
try would  not  be  taken  unprepared,  by  having  the 


whole  mass  thrown  on  them  at  once.  He  was,  in 
every  view,  very  much  averse  to  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  DiU. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland  said,  that,  as  a  friend 
alike  to  the  three  great  interests  of  the  country,  he 
should  vote  against  the  reconsideration  of  this  dill. 
He  should,  he  said,  have  preferred  that  the  duty 
had  been  fixed  at  ten  per  cent,  on  sales  of  dry 
goods ;  but  at  five  per  cent  much  good  would  be 
effected  by  it.  Besides,  he  said,  it  is  not  the  whole- 
sale sales  of  foreign  goods  that  so  much  affect  our 
domestic  nianufactures ;  and  on  sales  of  open  goods 
the  duty  is  ten  per  cent  Domestic  manufactures 
coald,  under  such  a  provision,  be  sent  to  auction 
without,  charge,  whilst  foreign  goods  would  have 
to  pay  ten  per  cent  Would  not  that  be  an  im- 
portant advantage  to  the  American  manufocturer  1 
It  was  the  sales  at  vendue,  he  said,  that  distressed 
our  manufacturers,  by  obstructing  the  regular  sales 
of  their  goods.  If  the  foreign  goods  imported  wercL 
as  heretofore,  opened  in  the  cury  goods  stores,  ana 
sold  out  there  to  customers,  our  manufactures  might 
come  into  competition  with  them:  but  it  is  the 
recent  change  of  the  usual  habits  of  trade  that  op- 
presses our  manufactures  and  recommends  the 
passage  of  this  bill.  To  the  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try, this  bill  would  also  be  beneficial.  As  a  rev- 
enue bill,  its  passage  would  be  important :  the  pro- 
duct of  it  could  not  be  less  to  the  Treasury  than 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars  annually.  In  every 
point  of  view,  he  considered  this  bill  one  whicn 
It  was  important  to  pass.  A  little  experience  had 
taught  him  to  believe  that  this  bill  would  be  even 
more  important  as  an  encouragement  to  our  man- 
ufactures than  the  tariff  bill. 

Mr.  Johnson  said,  that,  in  his  vote  on  this  bill, 
he  should  endeavor  to  preserve  a  consistency  ot 
character.  He  had  voted  against  the  famous  nav- 
iffation  act  of  1818;  he  had  voted  against  the 
change  in  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands, 
he  had  had  an  opportunity  of  voting  two  ways 
already  on  the  present  question,  and  he  should  vote 
the  third  time  precisely  in  coincidence  with  the 
votes  he  had  already  given.  He  inclined  to  think, 
he  said,  that  a  strango-  who  had  attended  the  dis- 
cussion this  morning  would  believe  that  there  were 
but  two  interests  in  the  country.  One  gentleman 
said  the  bill  would  benefit  the  merchant ;  another 
that  it  would  benefit  the  manufacturer.  This  waa 
the  best  practical  comment  he  had  ever  witnessed 
on  the  old  doctrine  of  let  tMnge  aJUme.  Let  people 
manage  their  own  afiairs,  said  Mr.  J. — s ive  no  en- 
couragement to  this,  that,  or  the  other  class.  The 
people  of  this  country  understand  their  own  inter^ 
ests,  and  will  pursue  them  to  advantage;  but, 
whenever  you  attempt  by  legislation  to  make  a 
favorite  class  by  taxing  other  classes,  you  interfere 
to  the  prejudice  of  those  classes,  &c.  Besides,  Mr. 
J.  was  opposed  to  the  passage  of  this  bill,  from  re- 
garding It  as  the  first  effort  to  introduce  a  system 
of  internal  taxation.  In  time  of  war.  he  said,  he 
had  already  shown,  by  his  vote,  that  ne  vras  will- 
ing to  tax  every  thing ;  but,  in  time  of  peace,  he 
was  disposed  to  let  every  man  tax  himself  vmat 
he  pleased  by  his  consumption  of  articles  of  foreign 
growth  or  manafoeture. 
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Mr.  Little,  as  friendly  to  manafactures  as  his 
friend  from  PennsylTania  (Mr.  Baldwin)  oould 
be.  yet  differed  from  him  in  opinion  on  this  subject, 
heme  decidedly  opposed  to  a  reconsideration  of 
the  oill.  Mr.  L.  in  answer  to  a  remark  of  Mr. 
Rbea,  and  to  show  what  were  the  sentiments  of 
the  mierchants  of  Baltimore  on  this  subject,  read 
an  extract  from  their  memorial  to  Congress,  ex- 
planatory of  the  operation  of  the  sales  at  auction 
of  foreign  goods,  as  destroying  the  business  of  the 
legular  merchant,  and  beina  the  cause  of  a  great 

Crt  of  the  failures,  which  for  the  last  two  years 
▼e  occuired  in  our  princijpal  towns,  and  as  serv- 
ing as  a  cover  for  the  vendmg  of  nnu^led  goods, 
Sx.  If  the  interest  of  the  city  of  Baltimore  alone 
were  consulted  by  him  on  the  occasion,  he  said  he 
should  probably  vote  against  the  bill,  oecause  she 
derives  from  sales  at  auction  a  revenue  of  forty 
thousand  dollars  annually ;  but,  bc^eving  the  bill 
would  have  an  operation  advantageous  to  the  na- 
tion generally,  he  was  obliged  to  Torego  the  con- 
sideration of  the  immediate  advantages  of  that 
duty  to  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

Mr.  R.  Moose  made  some  observations  in  favor 
of  the  reconsideration.  He  said  he  had  been  in 
favor  of  the  system  refwrted  by  the  Committee 
of  Manufactures,  consisting  of  three  parts.  Two 
out  of  the  three  having  been  lost,  one  in  this  House, 
and  the  other  in  the  Senate,  he  was  opposed  to  re- 
taining the.tfaird.  In  this  course,  be  was  governed 
by  the  law  of  circumstances.  He  could  not  con- 
sent that  two  or  three  States  in  the  Confederation 
should  be  deprived  of  an  important  branch  of  their 
rcnrenue,  denved  from  sales  at  auction,  when  no 
important  national  object  was  to  be  accompluhcd 
by  It.  As  to  our  nuunifactnres,  he  did  not  consider 
the  bill  of  any  essential  importance.  As  a  measure 
ef  revenue,  its  operation  woi:dd  be  partial,  and 
would  be  in  fact  to  divert  the  revenue  from  the 
treasuries  of  two  or  three  only  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  StaiteB,  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 
B4r.  M.  extended  his  remarxs  to  a  greater  length 
than  they  are  rqiorted,  but  to  the  effect  abore 
slated. 

Mr.  BALDWIN'  repeated,  what  he  said  ha  had 
before  stated,  that  the  bill,  as  it  originally  stood, 
bad  not  been  supported  by  himae  proposing  a  pro- 
hibitory  duly  on  auction  sales ;  but  becaose  he  did 
not  believe  that  less  than  ten  per  cent,  would  place 
the  American  and  foreign  merchants  on; an  equal 
footing  in  the  market.  IVith  regard  to  thn  bill, 
it  was  now  one  thin^,  and,  when  it  proposed  a 
duty  of  ten  per  oent,  it  wta  a  diiferent  thing.  He 
begsed  the  House  to  consider  that  the  bill  was  now 
no  longer  the  work  of  the  Committee  of  Manu- 
factures. In  the  minds  of  some  gendemen,  how* 
ever,  it  vns,  in  its  present  shape,  to  protect  manu^ 
factures  as  well  as  to  aid  the  revenue.  Qentle- 
mtn  who  had  uniformly  voted  against  the  tariff, 
and  some  of  whom  had  voted  against  this  bill  as 
it  was  reported  by  the  committee,  could  now  di** 
cover  great  beauty  in  it  It  would  nelp  the  revenue, 
they  knew ;  it  would  help  commerce,  they  knew ; 
<UM  it  would  help  manumctures,  too,  if  the  House 
could  but  be  persuaded  by  them  to  believe  it.  Qen- 
tlemen  who  had  voted  against  the  whole  system 


reported  by  the  committee;  who  sud  that  no fbr- 
ther  protection  was  wanted  for  manufiuctne^  now 
that  the  bill  was  so  changed  as  to  be  ineflie/enr 
for  its  intended  purpose,  and  partial  in  every  other 
view — ^now  that  it  was  suited  to  tide-water  only, 
were  warmly  in  favor  of  it,  as  being  more  import- 
ant than  all  the  rest  of  the  system  rcfiorted,  and 
now  rejected.    He  wondered  sentleiKn  had  not 
thought  of  this  when  the  cash  duty  bill  was  under 
consideration ;  but  gendemen  were  nnwiUing'  to 
touch  that  system — not  the  old  system  of  1799, 
but  the  venerable  system  of  18 18-— it  was  too  holy 
to  be  touched,  though  affording,  in  its  operation,  a 
bounty  to  the  foreij^  merchant  of  six  per  cc&t^ 
dbc.    Even  were  this  bill  to  pass,  it  had  been  con- 
tended by  a  gendeman  of  experience^  (Mr-  Sils- 
BEB,)  that  it  would  be  oonstandy  evadeo ;  and  yet 
tfais  was  the  bill  which  every  one  was  lo  bo  satis- 
fied with  as  a  protecdon  to  manuftetnrcB.'    This 
IhU,  he  said,  as  it  now  stood,  if  executed,  would 
serve  two  purposes,  bat  not  the  third  and  Qatenai- 
ble  purpose.    For  that  olweet,  to  pass  it  woulA  Yie 
givmg  nothing;  it  would  be  giving  worse  than 
nothing,  pretending  to  give  something  in  form,  but 
giving  nothing  in  substance 

Mr.  McL ANB,  of  Ddaware,  said  this  subject  had 
been  some  dme  before  the  House,  and  discussed  at 
large ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  decision  then  made 
in  favor  of  the  bill  would  not  be  hastily  reversed. 
He  had  been  in  favor  of  the  duty  of  tea.  per  cent, 
but  the  House  did  not  think  proper  to  adopt  it,  and 
the  friends  of  the  bill,  to  insure  its  passase^  bad 
agreed  to  a  less  rate.    The  object  of  thebilly  as 
it  now  stood^  was,  to  bring  revenue  into  the  Treas- 
ury and  to  aid  domestic  industry.  Its  obfecl,  then, 
was  precisely  that  of  the  tari£^  and  these  two  bttls 
were  correspondent  and  not  dependent  on  each 
other.    The  rejection  of  the  tariff  bill  by  the 
Senate,  was  no  reason  why  the  friends  of  manu- 
factures in  this  House  should  reject  this  bill.    It 
is  no  reason  to  say,  because  you  cannot  get  the 
whole,  you  will  have  nothing.    The  Senate^  it  is 
said,  nave  inflicted  a  blow  on  the  tauLufaeturmg 
interest  of  the  country.  Be  it  so.  Botit  is  a.stroqg 
reason  for  refusing  to  reconsider  this  bill  that  the 
other  bill  has  been  rejected  by  the  Senate.    If  t\kis 
bill  had  passed  with  the  duty  of  ten  per  cent.,  be 
believed  it  would  have  been  moie  valuable  to  the 
manufieicturine  interest  than  the  tariff  biU,  and  at 
five  per  cent  he  considered  it  as  of  great  import- 
ance to  that  interest.    It  was  now  said,  that  this 
bill  would  be  partial  in  its  operaiioft.    So  ^  as 
that  argument  would  a{^y,  it  would  he  to  the 
operadon  of  the  bill  on.  our  commercial  citie&    If 
the  duties  had  remained  at  ten  per  cent,  it  would 
certainly  have  affected  tbem  more  than  it  would 
as  it  now  stood^  at  fire  per  cent.    But,  ha  aaid,  in 
the  very  States  in  which  the  bill  would  operate 
most,  the  manu^iusturing  interest  is  a  ppwCTfol 
one,  and  there  is  a  strong  bias  in  its  faTor.    Mr. 
McLATiir  concluded,  by  repeating,  that  the  obliga- 
tion to  pass  this  bill  was  now  gnsater  tfassn  it  was 
before  the  other  was  rejected ;  and  hf  ezpioaing 
his  earnest  wish  that  the  motion  for  Feooisidera* 
tion  might  not  prevail 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  reccmsadera* 
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tiofi  of  tlie  vote  by  which  the  bill  isviiiff  duties  on 
«Jes  at  auction  was  passed,  and  decided  in  the 
affinnatiye— yeas  86,  nays  65,  as  follows : 

YsAt— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alezaoder,  Allen  of  New 
York,  Andenon,  Areher  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Yir- 
ginia.  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Boden, 
Brevard,  Burton,  Barwell,  Bntler  of  Louisiana,  Clark, 
Cook,  Culpeper,  Darlington,  Oennison,  Dewitt,  Dick- 
inson, Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Ed- 
wards of  North  Gaxotina,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Ford,  Fuller- 
ton,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  PennsyWania, 
Hackley,  HaU  of  New  Yofk,  HaU  of  North  Carolina, 
Hardin,  Haxard,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibshman,  Heis- 
ter,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Vir- 
ginia, Kendall,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclay, 
McCoy,  Marchand,  Mercer,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore, 
Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
Overstreet,  Patterson,  Philson,  Pinckhey,  Pindall, 
Pitcher,  Rhea,  Richmond,  Ringgojd,  Rogers,  Settle^ 
6haw,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  8arilh  of  North  Carolina, 
Stevans,  Strong  of  New  York,  8wearingen,  Tarr, 
Taylor,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Wallace,  Warfield,  and  Williams  of  North 
Carolina. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Bate- 
man,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Brown,  Brush,  Buflhm, 
Butler  of  New  Hampshirs^  Campbdl*  Gannon,  Case, 
Clagett,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crafts,  CrawSrad,  Culbnth, 
Cabman,  fiarle,  Bdwards  of  Pennsylvanis,  F<4ger, 
Foot,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gnyon,  Hill,  Jones  of  Tennes- 
see, Kent,  Kinsley,  Little,  Linn,  MeCreary,  MoLane 
of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mallary,  Meigs, 
Metcalf,  Morton,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Parker  of  Virginia.  Plomer,  Rankin,  Rich, 
Robertson,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Smith  ot 
New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Southard,  Storrs, 
Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Terrell,  Tomllnson,  Tomp- 
kins, Trimble,  Wendoter,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  Wood. 

Mr.  Baldwin  then  moved  that  the  bill  be  post- 
poned until  the  next  session  of  Congress.  And 
the  question  was  taken  without  further  debate,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  88,  nays  62,  as 
follows : 

TxAs — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alien  of  New  York, 
Anderson,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball, 
Barbour,  Bayly,  Boden,  Brevard,  Bryan,  BoiTum, 
Burton,  Burwoll,  Bntler  of  Louisiana,  Cannon,  Clark, 
Cook,  Culpeper,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dick- 
inson, Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Ed* 
wards  of  North  Carolina,  Fiaher,  Floyd,  Ford,  Fuller- 
ton,  Oarnelt,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  HaU  of  North 
Carolina,  Hardin,  Hazard,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibsh- 
man, HeiBter,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Johnson, 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Kendall,  Kent,  Livermore,  Lowndes, 
Lyman,  Maclay,  McCoy,  Marchand,  Mason,  Mercer, 
R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Virginia, 
Patterson,  Philson,  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Rich- 
mond, Rogers,  Settle,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  StcTons,  Strong  of  New  York,  Swear- 
ingen,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Walker,  Warfield,  and  WUIiams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer 
of  Maryland,  Bateman,  Bloomfield,  Brown,  Brush, 
Butler  oi  Jiew  Hampshhe,  Campbell,  Case,  Clagett, 
Oockoy  Oralis,  Crawford,  Cuibreth,  Cushttan,  Barie, 


Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrsst,  Ful- 
ler, Guyon,  Hill,  iones  of  Tennessee,  Kinsley,  Little, 
Linn,  MeCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of 
Kentucky,  Mallary,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  Morton,  Murray, 
Newton,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Rankin,  Rhe^, 
Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampaon, 
I  Sawyer,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland^ 
'  Southard,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Terrell, 
Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Wendover,  Whitman,  WiHiams  of  Virginia,  and 
Wood. 

So  the  bill  was  postponed  to  the  next  session  of 
Congress. 

SENATE  BILLS,  ^. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  the  House 
do  now  proceed  to  consider  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers 
and  volunteers  eneaffed  in  the  late  campaign 
agjainst  the  Seminole  fiidians;*^  which  motion  was 
rejected  by  the  House. 

Mr.  FiNCKNBT  moved  the  following  amendment 
to  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  to  wit : 

Resolvtdt  That,  in  future,  a  bill  that  has  passed  and 
become  a  law  shs^l  not  be  carried  to  the  Senate  ftr 
two  hours  after  the  reading  of  the  Journal  the  neit 
day,  except  in  the  two  last  days  of  the  session. 

The  amendment  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '^Anact  to  in- 
corporate the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  VtTashing^ 
ton,  and  to  repeal  all  acts  heretofore  passed  for  thit 
purpose,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  as 
amended. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Houae 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  first  amendment, 
and  agree  to  the  second  and  third  amendments 
proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  clothing  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  in  domestic  manufactures,  and  for  other 
purposes.''  They  have  passed  Inlls  of  this  House 
of  the  following  titles  to  wit :  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  C.  Withers;  and  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Daniel  Bickiey,  and  Catharine  Clark, 
administratrix  of  John  Clark,  deceased,  with  an 
amendment  to  each. 

They  have  also  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit:  An  act  to  audkorize  the  appointment 
of  commissioners  to  lay  out  the  road  therein  men- 
tioned ;  and  An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Lean- 
der  Cathcart;  in  which  amendments,  and  the  two 
last  mentioned  bills,  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Smith,  of  North 
Carolina,  in  the  chair,)  on  the  Loan  bill.  Mr. 
Trimble's  proposition  to  strike  out  the  words  two 
millions,  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Storrs  rose  in  support  of  the  amendment, 
and  entered  into  an  argument  to  show  that  the 
Sinking  Fund  was  solemnly  pledged  to  the  re- 
demption of  the  public  debt,  and  that  this  fund 
could  not  be  touched  or  diverted  from  its  original 
purpose  without  violating  the  public  faith;  hc^ 
^poke,  also,  in  favor  of  fiUiug  the  Uank  with  fiv^ 
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mUlioDB,  and  thus  providiDg  resources  for  any  un- 
foreseen contingency  which  mieht  occur. 

Mr.  Barbour  made  some  additional  remarlis  to 
fortify  the  opinion  which  he  had  yesterday  ad- 
yanced,  that  it  was  entirely  within  the  just  power 
of  Congress,  without  impinging  at  all  on  the  puh- 
lie  faith,  to  apply  the  surplus  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
to  the  public  current  exigencies,  and  that  it  was 
expedient  to  make  such  an  application  of  the  sur- 
plus to  supply  the  existing  dencit  in  the  Treasury 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Speaker  Clay  took  the  converse  of  Mr. 
Barbour's  position,  and  maintained  the  propriety 
of  adhering  inviolably  to  the  system  adopted  in 
1816  for  redeeming  tne  public  debt ;  and,  conse- 
quently, the  inexpediency  of  touching  the  surplus 
of  the  Sinking  Fund — a  fund  which  he  consid- 
ered as  forming  one  of  the  most  essential  features 
in  the  permanent  systems  of  the  Gtoremment,  and 
which  should  not  be  made  subservient  to  tempo- 
rary causes  or  incidental  pressure  on  the  Treasury. 
He  remarked  at  some  length  on  the  present  exigen- 
cies, and  the  probable  condition  ot  the  Treasury 
for  the  future;  believing  that  the  deficit  woula 
greatly  exceed  the  amount  estimated  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  that  the  revenue 
from  the  public  lands  was  much  overrated,  he  re- 
gretted that  some  permanent  practical  system  had 
not  been  proposed  by  the  committee  instead  of 
Jhe  inefficient  system  of  loans  to  which  he  was 
opposed. 

Mr.  Barbour  made  some  remarks  in  reply,  and 
Mr.  Clay  rejoined. 

Mr.  Fuller  made  some  remarks  on  the  nature 
of  pledges,  from  which,  and  from  a  reference  to 
the  laws  providing  the  Sinking  Fund,  he  deduced 
the  opinion  that  the  only  point  to  which  the  faith 
of  the  nation  was  pledged  was  to  provide  sufficient 
funds  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt  as  it  should 
become  due,  and  that  it  was  no  violation  of  that 
faith  to  use,  in  the  meantime,  for  another  purpose, 
the  money  set  apart  for  that  objecLso  that  the  debt 
was  faithfully  met  when  the  day  of  payment  should 
arrive. 

Mr.  LowNnES  concurred  entirely  in  all  that  had 
been  said  concernin||^  the  necessity  of  observing  the 
public  faitlu  in  paymff  either  the  interest  or  the 
principal  ol  a  debt  wnen  it  becomes  due.  The 
only  pledge  other  than  this  was,  that  ten  millions 
of  dollars  should  be  provided  annually,  above  the 
expenditure ;  but,  if  the  unemployed  portion  of  this 
fund  be  allowed  to  lie  in  the  hands  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  borrow  for  the 
public  exigencies  would  be  adding  to  the  expendi- 
ture without  increasing  the  income,  dbc.  He  was 
averse  to  borowing  money  merely  to  purchase  up 
stock,  and  argued  at  some  length  to  show  that  the 
public  faith  was  merely  pledged  that  there  should 
be  so  much  of  the  public  debt  annually  paid,  if  to 
be  bought — not  that  the  machinery  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  should  be  kept  up ;  that  there  was  no 
impropriety,  and  that  it  would  be  expedient,  to 
make  use  of  the  surplus  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  now 
lying  inactive.  He  thought  it  would  be  improper 
to  adopt  any  ])ermanent  system  of  revenue  otner 
than  the  «zis&ag  one,  in  the  present  exigency; 


becaose  no  one  could  foresee  ▼batwocj 
amount  of  income  from  the  ordintry 
year.  It  was  proper  to  see  what  iroak 
be  the  permanent  condition  of  the  petc^riJ 
sources  of  the  nation  before  a  pennies ^s 
should  be  adopted  to  meet  it,  &c. 

Mr.  Clat  again  spoke  in  sopponcidir 
and  inviolable  adherence  to  the  sjski^di 
in  1816  for  the  nadual  redemptioafif  odi 
debt — arguing  that  it  was  this  covt/^ 
which  had  given  such  advantage  to £i|ai/i>*6 
enable  her  to  contend  with  and  ilaieaB 
Europe;  and  that  a  strict  obsermceatiria 
Government  was  necessary  to  weemiaE 
credit  unimpaired,  and  give  conAdacecftai 
faith  of  the  Grovernment,  &c. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Marykmd,  ententfsicK^ 
orate  defence  of  the  report  oftkCceuajttff' 
Ways  and  MeaJis,  and  the  cmrtsmak 
by  tnem. 

The  question  was  then  taken n<r^<Avt 

word  two,  and  carried. 
Mr.  Smith,  of  MaryUnd  moTediofi»aa 

with  thru  miilions. 

Mr.  Trimble  moved  <t»  milte 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  CtnliBi,K«> 
miUionJlvehmidndtJuntiainddclkn, 

The  motion  forjhe  miUions  being W»« 
negatived;  and  the  motion  to  fill  »ke  IW^ 
tkm  millions  was  agreed  to-ajw»,D8e? 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Man'l"^^.^^ 
left  to  fix  the  rate  of  interest  to  be  firs  -^ 
loan  was  filled  up  with/«jxr<»^.    ^    ., 

Mr.  LowNuss  moved  an  ainendineaiJ;^- 
its  object  to  make  the  loan  imWs^:^ 
pleasure  of  the  Government,  insteidG*-; 
1st  of  January  1832,  and  paying  in  bk*-; 
meantime  of  six  per  cent.j  concoTiitf'^|^ 
that,  because  at  a  niomentofpr^f^."^^, . 
ment  was  obliged  to  contract  a  dw,  '•  j_^.: 
case  of  more  prosperous  circuo*** 
the  faculty  of  paving  it  off       ^^uil 

Considerable  debate  took  pli««f^^. 
chiefly  on  the  probable  revemi^^^Jfg^ 
and  the  ability  of  the  GoveniB*»r<gj^T^  ci 
— in  which  Messrs.  LowwPSJ^i^^jjuu 
Maryland,  and  Fuller,  tookjw^^j 
to  amend  the  bill  was  n^titw-*! 

Mr.  Baluwin  moved  to  in*^\^''!L)iof- 
ize  the  sale  from  time  to  ^^^jJl^^f 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  ^^^^s 
the  United  States,  as  maybenece^j^  ^^. 
expenses  of  Government  for  *]^e^°«/jtij«ff- 

The  motion  was  supported  p^'^^sfR 
and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  \^[^\i-' 
of  Maryland.     The  amendment  wtfDcr 

ayes  10.  jjfnthe«^ 

The  Committee  then  ?^^J(0'^ 
ation  of  the  resolution  w*"^"  ^rtasano^ 
caUing  on  the  Secretary  of  the  i^^^-^ 
pare  and  lay  before  Congfos,  ai  lo 
system  of  internal  levenHft  -g^jf 

Mr.  Clat  hoped  the  Comp^^^^^ 
this  resolution.  The  ^f ''Kt  ^  ^ 
power  of  the  retO)  wd  he  tBo«§ 
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ig  too  far  to  give  to  it  also  the  power  of  oiigi- 
ng  measures. 

'he  resolation  was  rejected  by  the  Committee 
liout  a  diyision.    And  the  Committee  then  rose, 
reported  their  proceedings  to  the  House ;  and 
House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  May  6. 

Ir.  Campbbll,  from  the  Committee  on  Priyate 
id  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  reyive  the  powers 
he  commissioners  for  asoertaininjp  and  deciding 
claims  to  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  and  for 
ling  the  claims  to  lands  at  Green  Bay  and  Prai- 
des  Chiens,  in  the  Territory  of  Micni^n,"  re- 
ted  the  same  without  amendment;  and  it  was 
ered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 
ir.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
Ways  and  Means^  made  an  unfavorable  repoh 
the  petition  of  William  Bayard,  and  others,  of 
6V-  York,  owners  of  United  States  three  per 
t.  stocks,  by  David  Ogden.  their  attorney; 
ich  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
if  r.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dbtrict 
Dolumbia,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  certain  narts 
'*An  act  to  authorize  the  President  and  Mana- 
s  of  the  Washington  Turnpike  Road  Company, 
iie  State  of  Maryland,  to  extend  and  make  their 
npike  road  to  or  from  Georgetown^  in  the  Dis- 
;t  of  Columbiat  through  the  said  District,  to  the 
3  thereof;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
rhe  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
relief  of  James  Leander  Cathcart,"  was  read 
ice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
rhe  biU  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '^An  act  to 
thorize  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  lay 
t  the  road  therein  mentioned,"  was  read  twice, 
d  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
nals. 

rhe  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
I,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Bick- 
,  and  Catharine  Clark,  administratrix  of  John 
ark,  deceased,"  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 
The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
I,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  C. 
ithers  "  was  also  concurred  in  by  the  House. 
The  House  took  up  for  consideration  the  mes- 
^  of  the  Senate,  disagreeing  to  the  amendment 
this  House  to  the  tnlT providing  for  clothing  the 
rmy  of  the  United  States  in  domestic  manufac- 
res.  [This  amendment  provides  that  the  differ- 
ce  in  price  between  the  domestic  material  and 
e  foreign  material  of  the  same  quality,  contract- 
.  for  or  purchased  for  Army  dothing,  shall  not 
:ceed  five  per  centum.] 

Mr.  McLban  moved  that  the  House  do  insist  on 
i  amendment ;  and  this  motion  was  determined 
the  affirmative--64  votes  to  47. 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
e  of  the  Whole,  on  the  annual  bill  for  altering 
id  establishinff  certain  post  offices  and  post  roads; 
id  considerable  discussion  took  place  on  the 
nendments  proposed,  some  of  whieli  were  agreed 
S  and  some  rejected. 


The  bill  was  at  length  ffone  through ;  and  h^e^ 
ing  been  reported  to  tne  House,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

LOAN  BILL. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  Loan  Bill  was  first  in  the  orders  of  the  day; 
and,  being  taken  up, 

Mr.  CocKB  moved  to  lav  the  bill  on  the  table; 
and  assigned,  as  a  reason  therefor,  the  present  un- 
settled state  of  certain  matters  whicn  might  or 
might  not  afiect  the  expenditures  of  the  €U>vem- 
ment,  and  render  necessary  a  loan  of  a  difierent 
amount  from  that  proposed.  He  added,  that  there 
was  no  occasion  for  haste  in  passing  the  bill,  there 
beinff  time  enough  remaining  to  act  on  it  after 
this  day. 

This  motion  was  carried  by  a  very  small  major- 
ity, and  the  bill  lies  on  the  table. 


MoNUAY,  May  8. 

Mr.  Andbrson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  tne  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
praying  for  a  grant  of  a  small  tract  of  land,  for  the 
use  of  the  inhabitants  of  Point  Coupee ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SiLSBEB.  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, made  unfavoraUe  reports  on  the  petitions  of 
Thomas  C.  Robertson  and  Thomas  Shields,  for 
stores  lost  in  gunboats ;  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
Portland,  in  the  District  of  Maine,  and  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Savannah,  in  the  State 
of  Qeorgia,  on  the  subject  of  marine  hospitab ; 
which  reports  were  severally  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  enclosing  a 
letter  from  the  collector  of  the  customs  for  the  port 
of  New  Orleani,  containing  the  information  that 
the  agent  of  the  contractor  for  building  the  light- 
house on  Frank's  island,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Mississippi,  has  abandoned  the  undertakinff,  ae- 
companied  with  a  report  on  the  state  of  the  build- 
ing, and  an  estimate  of  certain  extra  work  done  by 
the  contractor,  dbc.;  which  letter  and  accompany- 
ing documents  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

OrSend.  That  the  committee,  appointed  on  the 
84th  of  Febraarv  last,  to  inquire  mto  the  circum- 
stances under  wnich  powder  and  lead  have  been 
loaned  by  the  War  Department,  or  by  any  of 
the  officers  of  the  United  States  Army,  to  certain 
individuals,  be  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  FOR- 
RBBT,  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  were 
agreed  to  by  the  iu»use,  viz: 

Whereas  it  appears,  bv  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  dated  the  ISth  of  rebmary,  1820,  made  in  pur- 
suance of  a  resolation  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
that  large  loans  of  powder  and  lead,  munitions  of  the 
United  States,  were  made  to  private  citixens  by  the 
Ordnance  department;  Therefore, 

JUtohed,  That  s  select  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire,  and  report  to  this  House,  by  whom  the  said 
loans  were  made,  and  by  what  antherl^;  why  the 
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Muae  WM  not  redaimed  at  the  erpiiation  of  the  loan ; 
what  time  the  said  loans  were  reported  to  the  head  of 
department ;  and,  if  a  loss  should  be  sustained,  how 
far,  and  to  whom  is  the  responsibility  attached  for  such 
loss  ?  and  further,  to  report  the  proper  mode  of  pro- 
eeeding  ibrthwitb  against  such  deUnquent  or  delin- 
qoents,  for  the  recovery  of  the  same.  ^ 

Messrs.  Forrest,  Cocke,  and  McLame,  of 
Ddaware,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

The  engrosaed  diU  to  alter  and  establish  certain 
post  roads,  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent 
to  the -Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  forrcTiTing  the  :pow- 
crs  of  the  Land  Commissicmers  for  the  District  of 
Detroit,  Ac.,  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and 
letorned  to  the  Senate. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Pindall,  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  report  a  bill  for 
suspending  the  operation  of  the  act,  which  has 
passed  at  the  present  session,  amending  the  Revo- 
raCionary  pension  law,  until  the  Ist  dayof  January 
next. 

Mr.  P.  assigned  as  a  reason  fcur  this  motion, 
that,  when  the  next  semi-annual  pa^rment  became 
due.  Congress  woidd  not  be  in  session,  and  that, 
in  consequence  of  the  new  provisions  annexed  to 
the  reception  of  the  pension,  and  the  wont  of 
friends  or  agents  ^t  ttie  Seat  of  GoTeniment  in 
the  reoess,  many  of  the  meritorious  pensioners 
would  be  obliged  to  relinquish  their  pensions,  d^. 
The  suspension  of  the  operation  of  the  act  woutd 
besides  allow  an  opportunity  for  examining  whe- 
lier  it  might  not  be  adrantageouslj  modmed  or 
•ioended,  before  it  went  into  exeeution. 

On  the  question  now  to  proceed  to  the  consid- 
eration of  Mr.  P.'d  proposition,  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative. 

C0L0NIZATI0N---8LAVE  TRADE. 

Mr.  Mbhobr,  from  titeeommitteeonthe  subject 
of  the  sItiTe  Irade^  to  whom  was  referred  the  me- 
morial oi  the  Preadent  and  Managers  of  the  Am»- 
iean  Society  far  colonizing  the  free  people  of  color 
Of  the  United -States,  made  a-report  thereon ;  which 
was  coBundtted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whokto 
whioh  is  committed  the  hill  from  the  Benate,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  continue  in  force  'An  act  to  pre- 
tBct  the  commerce  of  the  Umted  States,  and  pun- 
ish the  crime  of  piracy ;  and  alM  to  miwe  fotclwr 
prOTiaton  for  punishiitf  the  crime  of  piracy." 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  Committee  on  the  Slave  Trade,  to  whom  wts 
leferred  the  memoml  of  the  Piesident  and  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  Amerioan  Soeie^  Ibr  ooloaiahig  the 
fiee  people  of  color  of  the  United  States  haYe,  avoid- 
ing to  order,  had  under  coosideiation  the  several  aoh- 
jeots  therein  embraced,  and  report: 

That  the  American  Society  was  instituted  in  the 
City  of  Washington,  on  the  38th  of  December,  1816, 
for  the  benevolent  pnipose  of  affording  to  the  free  peo- 
ple of  color  of  the  United  States  the  means  of  estab- 
ushtng  one  or  more  independent  colonies  on  the  weet- 
«m  coast  of  Afirica.  After  ascertaining,  by  a  mission 
to  that  continent  and  other  preliminary  inquiries,  that 
thwr  object  is  practicable,  the  society  request  of  the 


CongMceof  the  United  States  a  fbutac(iM^ 
tion,  and  such  other  legiilative  aid  u  tksaap 
may  be  thought  to  merit  tod  reqniit. 

The  memorialists  •ntieipaiB>^m  its  UBn^ft 
qaences  the  mont  beneficial  to  the  fieepaf^j-fe^' 
themselves ;  to  the  scTeral  States  in  vk  sp  i: 
present  reside;  and  to  that  contineiitvki:^ 
the  seat  of  their  fntare  ctiaUiahinenl  Fneirit 
foundation  of  these  antidpatioD8,«biii«i;kB 
in  the  annual  reports  of  the  society  aij  is  ^ 
memorials,  the  attention  of  the  comiiafi  \u  as. 
partioalarly  drawn  to  the  eoaneiisD  vttAta» 
riallsts  have  traced  between  their  pspawiaiiil- 
iej  of  the  recent  aot  ef  CoagfenfarlkKAai 
abolition  of  the  Africsn  slave  tnrie. 

Bxperieoce  has  demonstrated  tte  ihi  M( 
traffic  can  be  nowhere  sosooeMftfl/wie^M 
the  coast  upon  which  it  angisilB.  iKHMlr^ 
the  collection  and  codiarcaiiaDtfifeaBtBi^* 
goes  consume  more  time  than  lhri^s?ie^^ 
bution  and  sale  in  the  maAetftiiMtk9i»» 
tined,Uit  the  Afiican  coast,  fivfMliil^tt*  to 
ships,  is  indented  with  so  fewcsastevta* 
ble  haihors  that,  notwithstaBdii|iU|Bitauit,i 
could  be  guarded  by  the  TigilaneerfiiBiK»«c» 
ers.  If  to  these  be  added  colosiaof  cntocwn 
planted  in  commanding  situatioiudn«ttiifl*» 
slave  ship  could  possibly  escape  ade»«^" 
the  security,  as  well  as  the  enhanced  piw*»|^ 
cherish  this  illicit  trade,  wonld  »»<*=*y2 
acted.  Such  colonies,  by  diflWnf  » ^*S 
mate  oomm  erce  among'  the  naliw  Irito*"^  ^ 
continent,  wonld  gradually  dfcstfpy"^^ 
the  only  incentive  of  a  traffic  iHw4  ^|JJ^ 
dered  all  African  labor  iaeeeon,  w  "PT 
Uon  met  one  of  the  bm»*  ^«**"  "fLj 
globe.  Thecokmi€8,andtheinMi'Jf^ 
in  watching  th-e  ^Afiican  cosit,  vbiie|f f^ 
alike  in  the  oa-ose  of  hnmasity,  vmM  ><«"<-' 
other  mutual  soccer.  ^^ 

There  Is  a  aiagle  eoasidsii^ ^L^g 
the  preceding  view  of  this  ^"V^rVSaii 
your  committee,  of  itself,  ^'^^^'^r^^ifat 
of  the  views  of  the  »wwritUi^t»'*^jjjj^ 

tien  cf  the  act  ef  the  3d  cf  ^^'^^Lv^^ 
only  Invokes  the  authority  •»'»TLb Awe. 
several  SUte  and  Territorial  |o«^,^^ 
as  they  pleased,  of  those  Africj^g^v^W 

he  liberated  by  the  tribuaals  •^LvT^ 
authorises  and  requires  the  ^^fJ'^^^A|^^0fl^ 
to  their  native  country.  Tbeiaf^j^-jj^^s 

of  this  just  and  humane  pr^^^f^JlBirt ««» •' 

g reparation  to  be  made  for  th«r  w^  '^^^ 
eingrelanded  upon  ^^^^^^^^'^ 
paration  can  prove  so  congenial  to  ff  j^^k 
economical,  as  regards  the  ^''f^Z^^^^ 
this  ebaritable  duty,  as  th»* '^ll^JSi'^*^ 
a  eotony  of  the  free  people  oicOf^j^^nt 
Sastained  by  the  tecommeodatioBSJN     ^^^^ 

eties  in  every  part  of  the  ^^^^Z^i^^ 
proving  voice  of  the  Legistatiw  -^■"Tri^ 
States,  vrithottt  inquirmg  'vOP^l^'^r^^ii 
the  object  of  the  mt^mfxniiif^l^jL^^ 
hesitate  to  pronoonoe  it  deeaf«»«  ^  ^^ 
and  support  of  the  General  Govern»«^  ^,(r 
to  which  these  shaU  be  caoiw  J»  »  «" 
sily  determiaed.  .    /joveff***'! 

The  memoriaivU  do  not  wk  »• ""  ^  i**?  1 
sums  the  jurisdiction  of  the  temtaiyi 
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any  degree  wheterery  reflponsiUe  ibr  the  fntore  eefety 
or  trtnqaillity  of  the  contemplated  colony.  They  have 
prudently  thought  that  ita  external  peace  and  aecnrity 
would  be  motft  cfiectually  guarded  by  an  appeal  in  iu 
behalf,  to  the  philanthropy  of  the  civilized  world,  and 
to  that  aentiment  of  retributive  justice  with  which 
all  Christendom  is  at  present  animated  towards  a  much 
injured  continent. 

Of  the  Constitutional  power  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment to  grant  the  limited  aid  contemplated  by  the  ac- 
companying bill  and  refsolutions,  your  committee  pre- 
sume there  can  exist  no  shadow  of  doubt ;  and  they 
leave  it  to  a  period  of  greater  national  prosperity  to 
determine  how  far  the  authority  of  Congreas,  the  re- 
sources of  the  National  Government,  and  the  welfare 
and  happineas  of  the  United  Sutes,  will  warrant,  or 
require  ita  extension. 

Your  committee  are  aolemnly  enjoined  by  the  pe^ 
caliar  object  of  tbeir  trust,  and  invited  by  the  augges- 
tions  of  the  memorialists,  to  inquire  into  the  defects  of 
the  existing  lawa  againat  the  African  alave  trade.  8o 
long  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  United  Btatca  to  pro- 
vide additional  reatrainta  upon  thia  odioua  traffic,  they 
cannot  be  withheld,  consiatcntJy  with  justice  and  the 
honor  of  the  nation. 

Congress  have  heretofore  marked,  with  decided  rep> 
robation,  the  authors  and  abettors  of  this  iniquitous 
commerce,  in  every  form  which  it  assumes ;  from  the 
inception  of  its  unrighteous  purpose  in  America, 
through  all  the  subsequent  stages  of  its  progress,  to  its 
final  consummation ;  the  outward  voyage,  the  cruel 
seizure  and  forcible  abduction  of  the  unfortunate  Afri- 
can from  his  native  home,  and  the  fraudulent  transfer 
of  the  property  thus  acquired.  It  may,  however,  be 
questioned,  if  a  proper  discrimination  of  their  relative 
guilt  haa  entered  into  the  measure  of  punishment  an- 
nexed to  these  criminal  acts. 

Tour  committee  cannot  perceive  wherein  the  offence 
of  kidnapping  an  unoflfonding  inhabitant  of  a  foreign 
country  ;  of  chaining  him  down  for  a  series  of  days, 
weeke,  and  months,  amidst  the  dying  and  the  dead,  to 
the  pMtilentiai  hold  of  a  alaveship ;  of  consigning  him, 
if  he  chance  to  live  out  the  voyage,  to  perpetual 
alavery,  in  a  remote  and  unknown  land,  differs  in  ma- 
lignity from  piracy,  or  why  a  milder  punishment  should 
follow  the  one,  than  the  other  crime. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  purchase  of  the  unfortunate 
African,  after  bis  enlargement  Irom  the  floating  dun- 
geon which  wafts  him  to  the  foreign  market,  however 
criminal  in  itself^  and  yet  more  in  ita  tendency  to  en- 
courage this  abominable  traffic,  yields  in  atrocity  to  the 
violent  seizure  of  his  person,  his  sudden  and  unpre- 
pared separation  from  his  iamily,  his  kindred,  his 
friends,  and  his  country,  fi>llowed  by  all  the  horrors  of 
the  middle  passage.  Are  there  not  united  in  this 
ollenee  all  that  is  most  iniquitous  in  theft,  most  daring 
in  robbery,  and  cruel  in  murder  1  Ita  consequence  to 
the  victim,  if  he  survives;  lo  the  country  which  re- 
ceivee  him ;  and  to  that  fiem  which  he  ia  torn,  are 
•like  diaastrooa.  If  the  internal  wara  of  Africa,  and 
their  deaolating  ellect,  may  be  impotad  to  the  slave 
trade,  and  that  the  greater  part  of  them  most,  cannot 
now  be  questioned,  this  crime,  considered  in  its  re- 
mote^ as  well  aa  ita  proximate  consequences,  ia  the 
very  darkeat  in  the  whole  catalogue  of  human  iniqui- 
tiee ;  and  ito  authora  ahould  be  regarded  as  hoiitM  Atf- 
mani  generu> 

In  proposing  to  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
make  such  part  of  this  ofience  as  occun  upon  the 
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ocean,  piracy,  your  committee  are  animated,  not  by 
the  desire  of  manifesting  to  the  world  the  horror  witn 
which  it  Lb  viewed  by  the  American  people;  but,  by 
the  confident  expectation  of  promising,  by  this  exam- 
ple, ita  more  certain  punishment  by  all  nations,  and 
its  absolute  and  final  extinction. 

May  it  not  be  believed,  that  when  the  whole  civilised 
world  shall  have  denounced  the  slave  trade  as  piiaey» 
it  will  become  as  unfrequent  as  any  other  species  of 
that  ofifonce  against  the  law  of  nations  1  Is  it  nnrea« 
sonable  to  suppose,  that  negotiation  will,  with  greater 
facility,  introduce  into  that  law  such  a  provision  aa  ia 
here  proposed,  when  it  shall  have  been  already  incor- 
porated in  the  separate  code  of  each  State? 

The  maritime  Powera  of  the  Chriatian  world  have, 
at  length,  concurred  in  pronouncing  sentence  of  con- 
demnation against  this  traffic.  The  United  States 
having  led  the  way  in  forming  this  decree,  owe  it  to 
themselves  not  to  follow  the  rest  of  mankind  in  pro- 
moting its  vigorous  execution. 

If  it  should  be  objected  that  the  legialation  of  Con- 
gress would  be  partial,  and  its  benefits,  for  a  time  at 
leaat,  local  it  may  be  replied,  that  the  Constitutional 
power  of  the  Government  has  already  been  exerdsed 
in  defining  the  crime  of  piracy,  in  accordance  with 
similar  analogies,  to  that  which  the  committee  have 
aought  to  trace  between  this  general  offisnce  againat 
the  peace  of  nations  and  the  stave  trade. 

In  many  of  the  foreign  treaties,  as  well  as  in  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  examples  are  lo  be  found, 
of  piraciea,  which  are  not  cognizable,  as  such,  by  the 
tribunals  of  all  nations.  Such  is  the  unavoidable  con- 
sequence of  any  exercise  of  the  authority  of  Congress, 
to  drfine  and  punish  this  crime.  The  definition  and 
the  punishment  can  bind  the  United  States  alone. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  making  further  proviaion  for 
the  exerciae  of  this  Constitutional  power,  being  now 
before  the  House  of  Representatives,  your  committee 
beg  leave  to  offer  such  an  amendment  of  its  provisions^ 
as  shall  attain  the  last  object  which  they  have  pre* 
sumed  to  recommend. 

Mr.  Mbrcbr,  from  the  committee  on  the  sob- 
jeet  of  the  aiave  trade,  also  reported  amendments 
to  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
continue  in  force  'An  act  to  protect  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States,  and  punish  the  crime  of  pi- 
racy ;  and  also  to  make  further  provision  for  pun- 
ishing the  crime  of  piracy ;"  which  were  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  the 
said  bill  is  committed.  The  amendments  are  as 
follows : 

Alter  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  insert  the  following 

sections : 

And  be  it  further  enaetedp  That,  if  any  citixen  of 
the  United  States,  being  of  the  crew  or  ship's  oompa* 
ny  of  any  fareign  ship  or  vessel  engaged  in  the  slave 
trade,  or  any  person  whatever,  being  of  the  crew  or 
ship's  company  of  any  ship  or  vessel  owned  in  whole 
or  in  part,  or  navigated  for  or  in  behalf  of  any  citixen 
or  citixens  of  the  United  States,  shall  land,  from  any 
such  ship  or  vessel,  and,  on  any  foreign  shore,  seixe 
any  negro  or  (nulatto,  not  held  to  service  or  labor  by 
the  laws  of  either  of  the  Sutes  or  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  with  intent  to  make  such  negro  or  mu- 
latto a  slave,  or  shall  decoy,  or  forcibly  bring  or  earry, 
or  shall  receive  such  negro  or  mulatto  on  board  aav 
such  ship  or  vessel,  with  intent  as  aforeaaid,  soeh  dtt> 
sen  or  person  shall  be  adjudged  a  pirate,  and*  on  cm* 
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mtaDn  OmvoT,  befora  Iba  drenU  eoort  of  tiw  Unttad 
jtetM  £»r  the  dwirict  wheiein  be  may  be  bcought  or 
fgnmdt  sbail  suffer  daatb- 

And  be  ii  further  enaded.  That  if  any  cttiien  of 
tl^  United  8tatea,  being  of  the  crew  or  ship's  company 
of  any  foreign  ship  or  Teasel  engsged  in  the  aiaTe  trade, 
9r  any  person  whatsver,  being  of  the  crew  or  ship's 
company  of  any  ship  or  vessel  owned  wholly  or  in 
peii,  or  navigated  fot  and  in  behalf  of  any  citiien  or 
oitaiens  of  the  United  Statea,  shall  forcibly  confine  or 
detain,  or  aid  or  abet  in  forcibly  confining  or  detain- 
ing f  on  board  snch  ship  or  vessel,  any  negro  or  ma- 
latto  not  held  to  service  by  the  laws  of  either  of  the 
States  or  Territories  of  the  United  Statea,  with  intent 
to  make  such  negro  or  mulatto  a  aiave,  or  ahall,  on 
board  any  snc^  diip  or  vassal,  offer  or  attempt  to  aeil, 
ao  a  slave,  any  negro  or  mulatto  not  held  to  aarvioe  as 
•fonaaid,  or  shall,  on  the  high  aeaa,  or  anywhere  on 
tide  water,  transfer,  or  deliver  over,  to  any  ahip  or  vea* 
aeiy  any  negro  or  mulatto  not  held  to  aervice  aa  albra- 
w^f  with  intent  to  make  such  negro  or  mulatto  a 
•tovoy  or  shall  land,  or  deliver  on  shore,  from  on  board 
■Ay  such  ahip  or  vessel,  any  each  negro  or  mnlalto, 
«ndk  intent  to  make  sale  o^  or  having  previoualy  aold 
MMh  negro  or  mulatto  as  a  slave,  su^  citiien  or  per* 
eon  shall  be  adjudged  a  pirate,  and,  on  conviction 
thcieoi;  befon  the  curcuit  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  district  wherein  he  shall  be  brought  or  finmd,  shall 
fttfiar  death. 

WE8TEBN  LAND  TITLES. 

The  Hoase  then  resolved  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bills  for  the  adjustment  of  cer- 
tain land  titles  in  Louisiana,  Missouri,  and  Ar- 
kansas. 

A  great  deal  of  debate  took  place  on  these  bills, 
which  occupied  the  renuuBder  of  the  day.  Amons 
the  Tarious  moticms  made,  and  amendments  ot- 
lered,  on  these  bills,  the  following  amendment  was 
offered  by  Mr.  Sihuh a  of  South  Carolina,  viz : 

"  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the  claims,  whe- 
ther British  or  French,  founded  on  con^ete  British 
or  French  giants,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  repotted 
by  «—  Cosby  for  confirmation,  and  received  at  the 
land  office  on  or  about  the  18th  July,  1816,  be,  and 
the  eame  are  hereby,  confirmed  against  any  claim  on 
tbepart  of  the  United  States." 

This  amendment  Mr.  S.  supported  at  some 
length,  and  with  much  zeal,  on  the  froimds  that 
there  was  no  reason  whj  an  act  should  hare  been 
passed  at  the  latest  period  of  the  session,  makinff 
the  same  relinquishment  in  favor  of  Spanish 
elaims,  even  bottomed  on  inferior  evidence.  All 
he  wished  was,  to  deal  out  justice,  with  an  even 
Inittd,  to  all  the  claimants  under  the  different  na- 
thms  who  had  respectiydy  held  this  country. 
That  he  well  knew  there  were  various  objec- 
tions urged  to  British  grants — that  thev  contamed 
many  conditions  to  be  performed  by  tne  grantees, 
which  were  contained  in  nearly  all  Briti^  grants 
to  lands  throughout  the  Southern  States ;  which 
conditions  are  either  obsolete  or  vpidj  as  being 
impossible,  or  utterly  unfitted  to  the  situation  of 
the  country.  That,  at  all  events,  the  conditions 
were  subsequent  to  the  investitmre  of  the  States^ 
and  could  never  be  divested  without  some  regular 
fBooeeding,  requiring  due  notice  to  all  the  gran- 
feaw,  and  a  trial  of  their  rights.    They  coold  nerer 


be  otherwise  forfeited  b^  the  laws  of  any  en? 
country.  Bat,  he  said,  it  is  wr^ed  OMf  vkl- 
that,  by  a  condition  contained  in  theTrtm. 
1783,  by  which  Great  Britain  jisMei  is  rse 
try  to  Spain,  all  British  subjects  onarisw 
were  compelled  to  settle  or  sell  tbeir  ckzLrtOm 
eighteen  months.  This  is  trae  ;  hut  a  e  caity 
true  that,  if  from  the  value  of  the  msaeso^.i!? 

{>roprielors  should  not  be  able  to 
and,  &c.,  then  it  is  expressly 
Spanish  Goyemment  that  it  -wooui  gncu:r 
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longation  of  the  time  proportuMied  ta  liic  c 
Now,  sir,  will  the  Committee  ooasider  \k  su 
of  the  country  at  that  time j  BC^tct^ aeakci^B. 
or  at  any  rate  at  but  rery  lew  poal^  aad  arifr 
potism  and  caprice  of  the  Spanmh  Gerenamt: 
biddiiig,  rather  than  invitii^,  wtakmais?  Coc 
they  hare  aold  then?    Can  tm^jmkaaa,  £ 
his  sober  aenses,  dream  of  m  jmrnoKf  ufaei^' 
Well,  sir,  as  soon  as  the  <5oiMit  bqu  19  kt^et- 
ded,  so  as  to  enhance  the  TalaeiAMKibeSfu- 
ish  GoTemor,  without  anyre^gutd  taMishtkia, 
as  expressly  secured  fay  the  treaty,  be^  ts  r> 
grant  the  land,  and  to  enable  ail  sorts  of  |b^ 
to  obtain  orders  of  surrey,  conee8sioB,penra£ 
to  setde,  &c.,  of  this  ray  land  9  and  the  hTp 
these  unfortunate  claimants  been  fiirt  tnssjza 
with  the  hope  of  selling,  bot  actoaOf  evraa 
from  so  doing ;  and  very  many  just  dusua 
some  of  whom  I  hare  the  pieasnte  m  iav  ^ 
South  Carolina,  hare  been  oontiniBfir  ieftalk 
in  their  continual  efforts^  either  to  sdla  t^  fs- 
sess  these  valuable  lands.     It  Jms,  I  kasa^ai^ 
Mr.  S.,  been  asserted  that  the  Spaaiik  G0»^ 
ment  did  give  a  further  time    mam  9f  ^ 
years,  some  five,  some  one  time,  aad  aoae  tsaka : 
tor  all  British  claimants  to  oome  in  aaisccx  cr 
sell,  d^.    But  where  is  the  evkdeaee  of  thbl  A? 
hundreds  of  claimants  to  be  divested  (tf  tea 
ored  rights  upon  mere  reporta,  widttat  m  ff^ 
Bonable  or  legal  notice,  or  any  notice  at  a^  of  ^ 
progress  of  anr  proeeeding,  n  wmwA  em  avi 
exist  ?    But  what  has  opmted  mil  ibf  natf  in- 
justice, and  is  mosteompiafoed  nihfiMtMm' 
ants,  is,  that  you  have,  by  yov  hn  appoiated 
commissioners  to  receive  erideaeetif  all  cbuxs, 
and  to  report  such  as  appeamf  jot  to  Cox^gr^ 
for  confirmation.    Under  tMi  lqpalaUoa,BTiu^ 
claimants  have  filed  their  endeooe,  whidi  U 
been  rendered,  and  whilst  yon  hare  co&fin:fi 
Spanish  claims,  bottomed  on  eridBoce  <|oitei£i^ 
rior,  and  liable  to  fraud,  you  hare  utterly  aokrsetf 
complete  British  grant^  although  Tegohi?^ 
and  all  the  legal  requisites  compLied  usit  Sir. 
said  he,  this  subject  was,  two  years  a^te^. 
to  be  of  such  importance,  that,  by  a  jtjatfw  ^' 
this  House,  you  requised  the   Seeveian  «i  ^ 
Treasury  to  report,  at  the  next  saoeeedii^  ssbsi 
a  plan  for  the  proper  a4J^''^'''^i^^  ^  daiais  ^  ^ 
kinds.    [Here  Mr.  S.  required  the  Clerk  tov«- 
the  report]    This  report,  sir,  is  sabmitled  to  ^ 
Conunittee  to  show,  that,  afier  the  moat  ffsri 
inrestigation,  a  bill  was  reported^  adjust!!^  1^ 
British  claims  as  well  as  Spanish  and  P*^ 
This  was  just  and  right,  but  you  find  tn  ^^ 
somehiw  or  other  got  rid  tt^  aad  a  bill  iqa^ 


2218 


HISTORT  OF  C0NQRES8. 


^au 


Mat,  I80d. 


PfooMdif/ngs, 


H.  or  WL. 


m  fkror  of  Spanish  claims,  which  was  passed. 
Mr.  S.  concluded,  by  saying,  that  his  amendment 
only  went  to  relinqnish  the  claim  of  the  United 
States  to  lands  covered  by  British  grants,  and  then 
to  leave  the  parties  to  their  legal  remedies,  in  the 
courts  where  there  were  conflicting  claims.  It 
was  a  reasonable  amendment,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  S.  was  answered  by  Mr.  Clay,  (Speaker,) 
Mr.  BcTLBR,  Mr.  Holmes,  and  Mr.  CAMPfiELL, 
to  whom  he  replied. 

The  amendment  was.  however,  rejected.  The 
bills  were  reported  to  the  House,  but  not  finally 
acted  on. 


Tuesday,  May  9. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  between  the  United 
States  and  Richard  O'Brien,  late  American  Con- 
sol  at  Algiers,"  reported  the  sane,  with  an  amend- 
ment ;  SM  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  aroAss,  from  the  Csmmitteeon  Roads  and 
Canals,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  ^An  act  to  authorize  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissicmers  to  lay  out  the  road  therein 
mentioned,"  reported  the  same,  without  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  provi- 
ding for  the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cum- 
berland road. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  concur  in  the  fourth,  fifth,  sixth, 
and  seventh,  and  disagree  to  the  first,  second,  and 
third  amendments  of  this  House  to  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  additional 
land  ofiSces  in  the  State  of  Alabama."  They  also 
ooneur  in  the  second,  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  of  the 
amendments  of  this  House  to  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  City  of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  all 
acts  heretofore  passed  for  that  purpose,"  and  dis- 
agree to  the  first  of  the  amendments  to  the  said 
bill,  and  ask  a  conference  upon  the  subject  of  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  said 
first  ^m^ndment,  to  which  conference  they  have 
appointed  managers  on  their  part.  They  have 
passed  bills  of  this  House  of  the  following  titles, 
to  wit :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  in 
the  State  of  Ilhnois,  who  reside  within  the  Vin- 
cennes  land  district ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Angus 
O.  Frazer,  and  others;  and  An  act  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  pub- 
lication of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  with  amendments  to  each.  They 
have  also  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Guerlain ;  and 
An  act  to  limit  the  term  of  office  of  certain  offi- 
cers therein  named,  and  for  other  purposes;  in 
which  amendments,  and  two  bills,  they  ask  the 
oonourrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
firom  the  Senate  amiouBciiig  their  disagfeome^t  to 


the  first  amendment  of  this  House  to  die  hill,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  die 
City  of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  all  acts  hereto- 
fore passed  for  that  purpose,"  and  asking  a  confer- 
ence on  the  said  amendment ,  whereupon  it  was 
resolved,  that  this  House  do  agree  to  the  confer- 
ence asked  by  the  Senate  on  the  amendment  afore- 
said, and  that  managers  be  appointed  to  attend  the 
same  on  their  part.  Messrs.  Kent,  Cobb,  and 
McLane,  of  Delaware,  were  appointed  the  sa{d 
managers. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
bills  of  this  House  of  the  following  titles.  U>  ^t : 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  in  tne  State 
of  Illinois,  who  reside  within  the  Vincennes  land 
district ;  and  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Angus  O. 
Frazer,  and  others,  were  severally  concurred  in 
by  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Home 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  hill  of  this  House 
entitled  an  act  to  alter  the  times  of  the  session  of 
the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the  District  ^f 
Columbia,  with  an  amendment.  They  have  alio 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
mbabitants  of  the  village  of  Peoria,  in  the  State 
of  Illinois ;"  in  which  amendment  and  bill  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit:  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Ouerlain ; 
an  act  to  limit  the  term  of  office  of  certain  officers 
therein  named,  and  for  other,  purposes;  and  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  of 
Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  were  severally  read 
twice,  and  referred ;  the  first  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  the  second  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  the  third  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  the  ses- 
sion of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,"  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  the  ad- 
justment of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Loiusiana, 
and  Territory  of  Missouri,  and  the  question  which 
was  dependmg  yesterday  at  the  time  of  adjoora- 
ment,  again  recorred,  to  wit:  That  the  said  hill 
be  postponed  until  the  first  day  of  the  next  session 
of  Congress ;  and  bemg  put,  it  passed  in  the  affiitt- 
ative:  whereupon, 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  that  the  House  do  reconsidte 
the  said  vote ;  which  motion  was  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entltl^ 
"An  act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  the 
adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana*" be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Pabkeb,  of  Virginia,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Muohedf  by  the  Senate  and  Uouee  of  M^reeenta- 
Hwet  of  the  ifnited  Statee  of  America  in  Congreee  ae* 
sembud.  That  the  President  of  the  Ssnstt,  fcr  the 
time  being,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  Hoose  of  Repn« 
sentsdves  bs,  sod  they  are  heiebj«  snthoriMd  and 
enpowored  to  ad^m  their  rsspecdve  Hoassi,iMe 
diet  on  Friday,  the  ISth  day  of  Um  pressnt 
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and  thai  the  resolution  heretofore  passed,  aatboriung 
an  adjournment  on  the  15th  instant  be,  and  the  same 
18  hereby,  rescinded  and  made  void. 

The  resolution  being  read,  the  question  was 
taken,  Will  the  House  now  proceed  to  consider 
the  same  ?  and  determined  in  the  negative. 

COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  Merger,  from  the  committee  on  the  subject 
of  the  slave  trade,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  the 
American  Society  for  colonizing  the  free  people 
of  color  of  the  United  States ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole.    The  bill  is  as  follows : 

A  Bill  to  incorporate  the  American  Society  for  coloni- 
zing the  free  people  of  color  of  the  United  States. 
Be  it  enacted,  S[c,t  TbatBushrod  Washington,  Wil- 
liam H.  Crawford,  Henry  Clay,  John  Mason,  Heory 
Foxall,  Stephen  B.  Balch,  James  Laurie,  Obadiah  B. 
Brown,  William  Wilmer,  William  Hawley,  Walter 
Jones,  Thomas  Dougherty,  Jacob  Hoffman,  Francis  S. 
Key,  Henry  Asbton,  William  Thornton,  Glias  B. 
Caldwell,  Richard  Smith,  and  John  Underwood,  and 
others,  composing  the  society  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia denominated  the  American  Society  for  colonizing 
the  free  people  of  color  of  the  United  States,  and  their 
SQceeesors,  duly  elected  in  the  manner  hereinafter 
mentioned,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  constituted  and 
declared  to  be  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the 
name  and  title  of  the  American  Society  tor  colonizing 
the  free  people  of  color  of  the  United  States. 

Ssc.  3.  And  be  'it  further  enacted.  That  said  cor- 
poration be  authorized  and  empowered  to  take  and 
leceive  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  or  other  property, 
real  and  personal,  of  any  kind  or  nature  which  sh«li 
or  may  hereafter  be  given,  granted,  or  bequeathed  to 
the  said  corporation,  by  any  perspn  or  persons,  bodies 
politic  or  corporate,  capable  of  making  such  gift  or 
bequest :  Provided,  That  money  or  other  property  be 
laid  out  or  disposed  of  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  said 
corporation,  according  to  the  intention  of  the  donors. 
Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
corporation,  hereby  created,  shall  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  fill  all  vacancies  which  may  hnjipen  in 
their  number;  to  make,  ordain,  and  establish,  and 
execute,  surh  by-laws  and  ordinances  as  may  be  deem- 
ed useful  to  the  society,  and  the  same  to  alter,  amend, 
and  abrogate  at  pleasure ;  to  make,  have,  and  use  a 
common  seal,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter,  and  renew 
at  pleasure ;  to  appoint  such  officers  and  agents  as 
may  be  required  fur  the  management  of  the  concerns 
^  the  said  society,  and  to  assign  them  their  duties ; 
and,  generally,  to  provide  for  the  tranaaction  of  all 
buainess  appertaining  to  said  society :  Provided,  That 
no  by-law,  rule,  or  ordinance,  of  the  said  corporation 
aball  be  made  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Szc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall 
be  an  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  said  corpora- 
tion, at  such  time  and  place  as  the  proper  officers  of 
said  corporation  may  appoint,  of  which  duo  notice  shall 
be  given  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers  published 
fai  the  District  of  Columbia ;  at  which  time  and  place 
the  members  present  shall  elect  cr  choose  the  officers 
of  the  Society,  to  serve  for  one  year  ensuing  their 
eleetfon;  and  until  others  shall  be  elected,  and  consent 
l»  serve  in  their  places  ;  but  the  present  officers  of  the 
society  may  serve  till  the  next  annual  meeting,  until 
sliisss  be  appointed  or  chosen. 


Sac.  5.  And  be  it  further  enadei,  Thki 
corporation  shall  not  engsge  in  inj  hv^  a 
tions ;  and  that  the  charter  berebj  gnsskik 
liable  to  be  amended,  altered,  or  rrpe&leiitq 
hereafter,  by  the  Congreis  of  the  Uoited  k& 

SLAVE  TRADE. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the9amecominiit»r:j 
resolutions  authorizing  the  Presideotoi';^/^-] 
States  to  negotiate  with  foreign  GoTtiiacv^ 
the  means  of  effecting  au  entire  abcbf  ^ 
African  slave  trade,  and  for  other porpxTLi 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  tiitCssf 
of  the  Whole  last  mentioned.  Tlieresi£sir« 
as  follows : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  Bout  ijtfifff 
tivee  of  the  United  States  ofAmaiak  Ct^t 
sembUd,  That  the  President  be  n^  b  cmi 
and  negotiate  with  all  the  Goitaaati,9k(rtki\ 
isters  of  the  United  Sutes  tjtt,9M}iticaviid 
on  the  means  of  effecting  an  mfdmmate 
abolition  of  the  African  slave  tra^ 

Resohed,Sf€.  That  the  PresdalhR^tt 
enter  into  a  stipulation  or  forDaldedinM.««i<li 
several  mari time  Powers,  reoogoinoKttettM" 
and  permiM>ont  neutrality  of  iiijo^<^^* 
people  of  color  of  the  United  8iiia,itek^* 
established  on  the  western  coait  of  AIkl 

Resolved,  Ac.  That  the  Preiideflt  !«««■«  • 
such  use  as  be  may  deem  iteiprdieBiiiK^^' 
public  ships  of  the  United  Suiei,  to  il««?» 
not  inconsistent  with  the  public  wel6B,i»*f«' 
of  the  Americ-an  Society  lorcoIooiiiagii»w!^ 
of  color  of  the  United  Slates,  upon  jii«««o^ 
of  Africa. 

PUBLICATION  OF  THBW*^  . 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 'i'^J^^ 
the  House  for  regulating  die  puWioii^  ^  " 
laws,  were  taken  up.  u^ 

On  this  subject  there  was  some deteie.  s^ 
PiNDALLand  Smith,  of  North  Cinjli*|r; 
the  amendments,  (which  go  to  ^ful 
and  extend  the  sphere  of  pab*>«^,l 
Foot  and  Holmes  ^^^VOt^^^^^t, 

Mr.  Andbrbon  was  in  «^®'^  g\jj  (isi- 
but  he  was  opposed  to  the  ^r"'^^  ^ 
ous  to  leave  the  law  as  it  no»«?J^Bi«\v 
fore,  moved  to  postpone  theW"^* ,  '^^^^^ 

A  good  deal  of  debate  look*«oB^'  ^^ 
in  which  Messrs.  Pindall,  RO»®f"^ 
Bateman,  Floyd,  and  TayloIjW^PV.  j. 

The  question  on  indefinite  pte^*^^  a, 
decided  in  the  negative— ayfs**'^j 
amendments  of  the  Senate  were  coocw 

SPANISH  ^R»ATT.         , 
A  Message  was  received  from  the  rjj^; 
THE  United  States,  which  ^^^^.r^^ic\ 
To  the  House  of  Representaii«*  ^i^Z^^'\ 
I      I  comiDunicale  to  CoDgre*e  •  ^^'v^^f  Sjp" 
has  taken  place  between  ibe  ^^.JL.  ^"^ 
the  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  W^   ^i 
tiaryof  Hia  Catholic  Majfaly»  ""^    -  ^t--** 
the  37th  March  last,  reirpecting  JJ* J^^^a ^ " 
concluded  between  the  UiiilM  ^^ 
the  aad  Fel»raary,  1819.       ^  ...   »j|fefl.^'' 
After  the  fallnre  of  flii  Calhobc  Mi/^. 
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long  a  time,  to  rttiiy  the  treaty,  it  was  expected  that 
this  Miniater  would  have  Inronght  with  him  the  ratifi* 
cation ;  or  that  he  would  ba^e  been  authorised  to  giro 
an  order  for  the  deliveij  of  the  territory  ceded  by  it 
to  the  United  States.  It  appears,  however,  that  the 
treaty  is  still  unratified,  and  that  the  Minister  has  no 
authority  to  surrender  the  territory.  The  object  of 
his  mission  has  been  to  make  complaints,  and  to  de- 
mand explanations  respecting  an  imputed  system  of 
hostility,  on  the  part  of  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
against  the  subjects  and  dominions  of  Spain,  and  an 
unfriendly  policy  in  their  Government,  and  to  obtain 
new  stipulations  against  these  alleged  injuries,  as  the 
condition  on  which  the  treaty  should  be  ratified. 

Unexpected  as  such  complaints  and  such  a  demand 
were,  under  existing  circumstances,  it  was  thought 
proper,  without  compromitting  the  Government,  as  to 
the  course  to  be  pursued,  to  meet  them  promptly,  and 
to  give  the  explanations  that  were  desired,  on  every 
subject,  with  the  utmost  candor.  The  result  has 
proved,  what  was  sufficiently  well  known  before,  that 
the  charge  of  a  systematic  hoetility  being  adopted  and 

SuTsued  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  against  the 
ominions  and  subjects  of  Spain,  is  utterly  destitute 
of  foundation ;  and  that  their  Oovernmenl,  in  all  its 
branches,  has  maintained  with  the  utmoai  rigor  that 
neutrality,  in  the  civil  war  between .  Spain  and  the 
colonies,  which  they  were  the  first  to  declare.  No 
force  has  been  collected,  nor  incursions  made  from 
within  the  United  States,  against  the  dominions  of 
Spain ;  nor  have  any  naval  equipments  been  permit- 
ted, in  favor  of  either  party,  against  the  other.  Their 
citizens  have  been  warned  of  the  obligations  incident 
to  the  neutral  condition  of  their  country;  the  public 
officers  have  been  instructed  to  see  that  the  laws  were 
faithfully  executed;  and  severe  examples  have  been 
made  of  some  who  violated  tbem. 

In  regard  to  the  stipulation  proposed,  as  the  condi- 
tion of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  that  the  United 
States  shall  abandon  the  right  to  recognise  the  revo- 
lutionary colonics  in  South  America,  or  to  form  other 
relations  with  them,  when,  in  their  judgment,  it  may 
be  just  and  expedient  so  to  do,  it  is  manifestly  so  re- 
pugnant to  the  honor,  and  even  to  the  independence 
of  the  United  Stales,  that  it  has  been  impossible  to 
diseuss  it.  In  making  this  proposal,  it  is  perceived, 
that  His  Catholic  Majesty  has  entirely  misconceived 
the  principles  on  which  this  Government  has  acted, 
in  being  a  party  to  a  negotiation,  so  long  protracted, 
for  claims  so  well  founded  and  reasonable,  as  he  like- 
wise has  the  sacrifices  which  the  United  States  have 
made,  comparatively,  with  Spain,  in  the  treaty,  to 
which  it  is  proposed  to  annex  so  extraordinary  and 
improper  a  condition.  Had  the  Minister  of  Spain 
offered  an  unqualified  pledge  that  the  treaty  should 
be  ratified  by  his  Sovereign,  on  being  made  ac« 
quainted  with  the  explanations  which  had  been  given 
by  this  Government,  there  would  have  been  a  strong 
motive  for  accepting  and  submitting  it  to  the  Senate, 
for  their  advice  and  consent,  rather  than  to  resort  to 
other  measures  for  redress,  however  justifiable  and 
proper;  but  he  gives  no  such  pledge;  on  the  con- 
trary he  declares,  explicitly,  that  the  refusal  of  this 
Government  to  relinquish  the  right  of  judging  and  act- 
ing for  itself,  hereafter,  according  to  circumstances,  in 
regard  to  the  Spanish  colonies,  a  right  common  to  all 
nations^  has  rendered  it  impossible  for  him,  under  his 
instructions,  to  make  suoh  engagement.  He  thinks 
that  hia  Ssircnreign  will  be  indneed,  by  hie  oaminiini- 


cations,  to  ratify  the  treaty ;  but  still  he  leaves  Him 
free  either  to  adopt  that  measure  or  to  decline  it  Ho 
admits  that  the  other  objections  are  essentially  re- 
moved, and  will  not,  in  themselves,  prevent  the  ratifri 
cation,  provided  the  difficulty  on  the  third  point  ia 
aurmounted.  The  result  therefore  is,  that  the  treaty 
is  declared  to  have  no  obligation  whatever;  thatita 
ratification  is  made  to  depend,  not  on  the  considera^ 
tions  which  led  to  its  adoption,  and  the  conditiona 
which  it  contains,  but  on  a  new  article,  unconnected 
with  it,  respecting  which  a  new  negotiation  must  be 
opened,  of  indefinite  duration  and  doubtful  issue. 

Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  course  to  be 
pursued  would  appear  to  be  direct  and  obvious,  if  the 
affairs  of  Spain  had  remained  in  the  state  in  which 
they  were  when  the  Minister  sailed.  But  it  is  knowa 
that  an  important  change  has  since  taken  place  in  the 
Government  of  thst  country,  which  cannot  fail  to  be 
sensibly  felt  in  its  intercourse  with  other  natione* 
The  Minister  of  Spain  has  essentially  declared  his  in* 
ability  to  act  in  consequence  of  that  change.  With 
him,  however,  under  his  present  powers,  noting  could 
be  done.  The  attitude  of  the  United  States  must  now 
be  assumed  on  full  consideration  of  whst  ia  due  t» 
their  rights,  their  interest,  and  honor,  without  regard 
to  the  powers  or  incidents  of  «the  late  mission.  W« 
may,  at  pleasure,  occupy  the  territory  whicJi  was  Wr 
tended  and  provided,  by  the  late  treaty,  as  an  indein- 
nity  for  losses  so  long  since  sustained  by  our  citizena; 
but  still  nothing  could  be  settled  definitively  without 
a  treaty  between  the  two  nations.  Is  this  the  time  to 
make  the  pressure  ?  If  the  United  States  were  gov- 
erned by  views  of  ambition  and  aggrandizement,  many 
strong  reasons  might  be  given  in  its  favor.  But  they 
have  no  objects  of  that  kind  to  accomplish;  none 
which  are  not  founded  in  justice,  and  which  can  be  in* 
jored  by  forbearance.  Great  hope  is  entertained  that 
this  change  will  promote  the  happiness  of  the  Spanbh 
nation.  The  good  order,  moderation,  and  humanity, 
which  have  ebaracteriied  the  movement,  are  the  best 
gnarantses  of  its  success.  The  United  States  would 
not  be  j notified,  in  their  own  estimation,  should  they 
take  any  step  to  disturb  its  harmony.  When  tho. 
Spanish  Government  is  completely  organized,  on  the 
principles  of  this  change,  as  it  is  expected  it  soon  wiU 
be,  there  is  just  ground  to  presume  that  our  differ*, 
ences  with  Spain  will  be  speedily  and  satisfiictoaly 
settled. 

With  these  remarks  I  submit  it  to  the  wisdom  of 
Congress  whether  it  will  not  still  be  advisable  to  post- 
pone any  decision  on  this  subject  until  the  next  session. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washihotoit,  May  9,  1820. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  PiNDALL  then  introduced,  with  some  obser* 
rations,  showing  the  groimds  on  which  he  deemed 
it  necessary,  a  joint  resolution,  the  object  of  which 
was,  to  declare,  that  the  instalments  of  Reroln- 
ti(Hiary  pensions  which  will  become  due  on  or 
before  the  4th  day  of  September,  should  be  paid  itt 
like  manner  as  ii  the  act  to  amend  that  act,  passed 
at  the  present  session,  had  not  become  a  law. 

The  question  to  consider  this  resolution  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  affir- 
matiw— yeas  66,  nays  57. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  a  8ec(»idtim6. 
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Mr.  McLbah,  of  Keatuclnr)  mored  to  refer  it 
to  a  Conmiittee  of  the  Whole^  and  make  it  the 
Q«der  of  the  day  for  to-morrow.  On  this  motion 
tlMre  took  place  aomfe  debate :  at  length,  the  yeas 
ai^d  nays  being  ordered,  on  the  sogeestkm  of  Mr. 
^TDOR,  Mr.  McLsAN  withdrew  bis  motion  to 
mrt  time.  Mr.  Rsin  renewed  the  itiotion,  clnd 
Mr.  WtlLrAHa^  of  North  Carolina,  supported  it. 

f  he  yeas  and  nays  were  then  again  ordered  oil 
iht  qnestion^  on  suggestion  of  Mr.  Tatlor.  It 
was  decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas  79,  nays  62. 

Whereupon,  a  debate  arose,  whicn  consumed 
much  time,  on  the  principle  of  the  resolve,  in 
which  debate  the  following  eentlemen  engaged : 
J^»*  (he  resobUiot^-^MessTs,  Tatlor,  Pindall. 
Merger,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Whitman,  ana 
WooDi  Against  U — ^Messrs.  McLean,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Burton,  Bloomfibld,  Simkinb,  Browii, 
and  Barbour. 

Those  who  opposed  the  srineiples  of  this  reso- 
hitioB  objected,  nist^  to  ifa  form,  and  Uw  invasion 
ppofmed  in  the  oidinary  naode  of  legislation,  io 
sittpe^duig  by  resolution  the  operation  of  a  hiw. 
IfeEt,  the  lesolotion  was  spoken  of  as  being  in 
e^t  a  repeal  oi  the  law  until  the  next  meeting  of 
Cbiigtess ;  that  the  cause  which  had  just  made  the 
aitiendatory  law  necessai^,  niimdy,  the  evasions 
and  fVauds  under  the  original  law,  required  a  cor- 
rective now  as  much  as  when,  under  that  convic- 
th)n,the  amendatory  law  had  passed;  that  the 
House  was  now  thin,  and  the  attempt  to  suspend 
the  law  was  taking  advantage  of  the  absence  of  so 
considerable  a  portion  of  the  House. 
.  To  these  objections  it  was  replied,  that  a  joint 
resolution,  approved  by  thePresidentyWaaasmuch 
a  law  as  m  any  other  form,  and  was  justified  by 
man3r  {urccedents  on  the  Statute  book.  The  pro- 
position, it  was  urged,  was  not  to  repeed  a  law.  hat 
to  firavent  the  suspeoBion  of  die  operation  or  the 
penndn  law,  by  the  want  of  tioK  to  le-ezamine 
all  the  cades  before  the  next  semiannual  payment 
heOomes  doe.  As  to  the  frauds  under  the  old  law, 
*CTr  wtt*e  v«ry  limited,  it  was  generally  believed, 
ano  an  amendment  of  the  resolution  would  obviate 
iSttkX  objection.  It  was  further  said,  &at  there  was 
every  reason  to  believe  it  would  take  two  years  to 
examine  anew  and  adjtidicate  the  pension  cases 
under  the  amendatory  law.  As  to  the  House  being 
thin,  leave  of  absence  had  been  granted  to  the  ab- 
sentees ;  and  there  yet  remained  as  appeared  by 
the  last  vote,  one  hundred  and  forty  members, 
which  could  not  be  called  a  small  portion  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Parkbr.  of  Virginia,  moved  to  lay  the  res- 
olution upcm  tne  table ;  which  motion  was  nega- 
tived:—yeas  70,  nays  6&. 

Da  motion  of  Afo.  Foot,  the  resolve  was  amended 
by  annexing  a  jiroviso,  that  the  Seotcftary  of  War 
be  and  hereby  is  dire^ed  to  suspend  the  payment 
of  tiie  penAon  to  any  person  who,  in  his  opinion, 
18  not  entitled  to  a  pension  undier  the  enginal  act 

The  questi<»k  was  at  length  taken,  by  yeas  and 
aajB,  (Ml  ordering  the  revive  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
tbnrd  reading,  and  agreed  to-^yeas  85,  nays  67. 

The  House  proceeded  to  eonsider  the  message 
from  the  Senate,  respectiBg  the  amenJbneBits  of 


this  Hottse  to  the  bill  fiv  the  muttiAmi c ^ 
tain  land  offices.  The  fieaale  igi»6^ 
amendments  of  this  Hone,  eBocpt  ^mi^ 

Ko|^oses  to  establish  an  tdditioQal  hi^diri 
diana. 

Mr.  Anoekboiv  moved  that  this  Bovrni 
iVom  this  amendment.  No  htrfehipesii« 
from  so  doin^ ;  there  being,  iridMM  tkev 
three  land  offices  in  Indiana. 

Mr.  Henoricxs  proposed  that  the  B«i?i 
sist  on  its  amendment,  and  assi^ed  tbeasrif 
he  thought  it  ought  to  be  insisted  oo.  hie 
number  of  land  offices,  he  saidtlKRiQSia 
many^  as  the  extent  and  popolatioDofikk& 
required;  and  the  Legislature  of  tkSaiiL 
by  the  memorial  adopted,  he  belkr^naisas 
requested  the  estabhshmeDtoftbffoftt 

On  the  question  to  recede  fiomiisiBa^ 
it  was  determined  in  the  affiattiH^  ^': 
nays  53. 


WsoifBanAT,  Majr  10. 

Mr.  Surni,  of  Marykad,  Urn  ^^ 
of  Ways  and  Means,  repotted  ihiHiivn^ 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act indms«PP¥y 
for  the  support  of  Goverattieiitfcr(i<T«i« 
which  was  read  twice,  and  conumttrfo*^ 
mittee  of  the  Whde  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CuLBRETH,  from  the  Commtfterf^ 
to  vi^hich  was  referred  the  bill  nwnKW^ 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  ^1^ 
Cathcart,"  reported  the  same  wiihoalaEfl^ 
and  the  bill  was  committed  to  aConaaiW^^i 
Whole.  ^     ^i 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hoim^J^ 
his  proceedings  and  expenfituie,  m»  . 
entitled  "An  act  making  tppropf»^,r 
public  buildings,  and  for  funusbjtK^ 
and  President's  Housej^'  which wo^"" 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Acww*     ^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAYi^»2J|^be 
appointed,  jointly  with  such  "«»*  .  -^ 
appointed  by  t^  Senate,  to  i>^^gJts 
what  subjects  before  the  t^o'^^'^Xw 
be  acted  on  during  the  P'*5''JJfol^«* 
fflresB  5  and  Messrs.  Tatlor.  5"^^,^,  ^ 

Carolina,  Smith  of  "^^^^il^fffs^ 
LowNn«e,  were  appointed  ofw*" 
on  the  part  of  this  House.     ,    .^^  ^h 

Mr.  ShTRONQ,  of  New  Yo^,^^^ 
lowing  resolution :  .  y^^. 

Ruohed,  That  a  committee  ^}^^ 
Uin,  and  report  to  the  next  f^^t'f^^, 
amoant  of  claims  apon  the  Uw<eJ»*  ^^^ 
American  citiiens,  growing  ^^^It^  a^^ 
Great  Britain,  the  Cwek  war,  fd  ^^U^ 
designating  the  names  of  the  ^^^t^]^ 
or  sums  whkli,  in  their  opinioD,  »w«  r^fiY* 
fairly  dae  to  each:  and,  as  to  "*5*^#e«if* 
viding  for  the  payment  of  the  laiw  oj/"  ^  ^ a 
bearing  an  intereat  of- ^^ft^^^ 

vedeemable  at  the  ?!««»«»«?'»"•  hiicl»n^ 
ofthe  proceeds  of  the  salee  of  th«P«I»^'^^ 
The  lesolttlwn  wasordeied  tolie*  jI^ci^ 
Ob  motion  of  Mr.NaLioif  of  vag"^ 
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mittee  of  Aeeoonts  w«m  aathorind  aad  directed 
to  mtke  the  same  allowsnee  for  extra  senricefi  to 
eadi  persoB  terviag  this  Hoese,  as  was  giaated  at 
the  ead  of  Che  last  session. 

The  bili  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^'An  act  sup* 
plemeatanr  to  the  veveral  acts  for  the  adjostmeat 
of  land  cnims  in  the  State  of  Louiaana,*'  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infoimed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  insw^  on  their  disrareement  to  the 
first  amendment  proposed  by  this  Itonse  to  tiie  biU, 
entitled  "An  act  to  proyide  for  the  clothing  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  in  domestic  manulao- 
tores,  and  for  other  imrposes;"  and  they  have 
paned  btUs  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit :  ''An 
act  to  authorize  the  legal  representatives  of  Elisha 
Winter  and  William  Winter,  and  the  Attorney 
Gencnl,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  take 
the  examination  of  witnesses  b^r  commission;" 
and  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  lay  out  a  canal  in  the  State  of  Ohio ;" 
in  whidi  bills  they  ai^  the  conourrence  of  this 
House. 

NEXT  MEBTING  QF  COKeRB86. 

Mr.  Tatlor.  from  the  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject, introduoea  a  bill  to  fix  the  time  for  the  next 
meetin^r  of  Congress,  yiz.,  the  second  Monday  in 
Norember  next,  instead  of  the  first*  Monday  in 
December. 

In  assigning  the  reasons  of  the  committee  for 
reporting  this  bill^  Mr.  T.  stated  the  number  of 
bills  nuiar  pending  m  this  House,  the  consideration 
of  nearl'y  tne  whole  of  which  would  be  necessarily 
deferred  to  die  next  session  of  Congress.  Of  bills 
originating  in  the  House^  there  are  now  pending, 
of  a  paUic  nature^  38 ;  of  a  private  nature,  lo. 
Of  bins  wUch  originated  in  the  Senate,  there  are, 
of  a  pabhc  nature,  21 ;  of  a  private  nature,  31 — 
making  a  total  number  of  bills  pending,  106. 

The  bill  was  twice  read ;  and,  after  some  little 
debate,  the  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative  by  the  following  vote : 

TsAB — Messrs.  Adams,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Beecher, 
BhMMnfield,  Bntler  of  New  Hampshire,  Butler  of 
Loaisians,  Gannon,  Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cocke, 
Cook,  Cnlbreth,  Culpepor,  Cvshman,  Darlington, 
Dswitt,  Eddy,  Edwaids  of  Conacctteut,  Edwards  of 
Fsnnsylirania^  Folger,  Foot,  Foirest,  Fallsrtoa,  Gmss 
of  New  Toik,  Ghiyon,  Hacklay,  Hatl  of  Now  York, 
Hardin,  HUMhrnan,  Hill,  Holmsa,  Hoststtor,  Jones  of 
Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Little,  Lives- 
more,  L^man,  Mallary,  Marohand,  R.  Moors,  8. 
Moore,  Newton,  Phelps,  Philion,  Pineknej,  PiCchsr» 
Rhea»  Rogers,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Shaw,  Sloan, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Stevens, 
Storrs,  Strong  of  New  York,  Taylor,  Tomlinson, 
Tompkins,  Tracy,  Wallace,  Whitman, and  Wood— 69. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  New  York,  Al- 
len of  Tennessee,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland, 
Ascher  of  Yirginia,  Barbonr,  Bateman,  Boden,  Bie* 
vard,  Bryan,  Bnrwell,  Cobb,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Crow* 
eB,  Cutbbert,  Bennison,  Dickinson,  Earle,  Edwards 
of  North  CavoKua,  Fisher,  Ftoyd,  Gross  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Hsil  of  Nonh  Carolina,  Heistpr,  lohnsoni 
Jones  of  Yirginia,  Linn,  lAoCoy,  MeCrsaiy,  McLans, 
of  IMswMV,  McLean  of  Ksntncfcy,  Msifs,  Mstssli; 


Mnrrsy,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Msssschnssttm  Nelssn  of 
Yirginia,  Parker  of  Yirginia,  Patterson,  Pindall,  Bead, 
Rich,  Richmond,  Robertson,  Ross,  Sergeant,  Bilsbes, 
Simkins,  Smith  of  North  CaroUna,  Tarr,  TemeU, 
Tmnble,  Tacksr  of  Yixginia,  Taeker  of  Sonth  Card* 
line,  Walker,  Williams  of  Yirgmia,  and  Wilhamssf 
North  Carolina— 69. 

The  bill  was  subsequently  read  a  third  timej 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

REYOLUnONARY  PENSIONS. 

^  The  engrossed  resolution  to  suspend  for  a  limited 
time  the  act  in  addition  to  the  act  "  to  provide  fon 
certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  se^ 
vice  of  the  Unit^  State^  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,"  was  read  the  third  tune.  « 

A  short  debate  took  piace  on  the  question  of  its 
paasagtv  in  which  Messrs.  Sihkins,  WauAift 
of  Nortn  Carolina,  Colp£P£r,  Alexahobb,  Wai^ 
piBLD)  and  PiNUALL,  took  part 

Mr.  BuTLBR,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  he  w«s 
in  fiivor  of  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  although 
he  voted  for  the  law  which  it  is  desimed  to  sufr* 
pend.  Though  he  was  in  favor  of  the  object  qt 
the  law,  he  was  not  satisfied  with  its  form ;  but 
inasmuch  as  the  House  had  been  occupied  several 
days  on  the  subject,  and  had  rejected  various  pro^ 
ositions  to  amend  the  law,  he  believed  it  better  to 
pass  the  bill,  than  to  do  nothing.  It  had  been  rep- 
resented in  the  House,  he  said,  that  many  men  o| 
influence  were  receiving  a  pension  under  the  law 
of  Maich,  1818,  and  he  coiud  not  consent  to  lom 
money  nor  lay  a  tax  upon  the  people,  while  susb 
men  were  enjoying  the  Doonty  of  die  Govemmenl^ 
contrary  to  the  true  intent  of  the  law  under  which 
they  received  it 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  voted  for  every  ptf^KMition 
to  diminish  xkut  Gqpenditures  of  the  GKivemntent, 
sons  to  Iving  them  within  the  limits  of  the  leonpts. 
Taxes  were  odious,  he  said,  to  the  people,  and  ha 
would  not  resort  to  them  unless  there  was  an  ab- 
solute necessity. 

BAr.  B.  said,  he  vras  aware  the  law,  which  the 
lesolntion  proposed  to  suspend,  would  impose  % 
burden  upon  many  honest  and  indigeni  soldiers  ef 
the  Revolution,  and  delay  them  in  obtaining  the 
just  reward  of  their  country,  and  he  was,  tbecefoic^ 
disposed  to  suspend  the  law,  that  they  might  have 
time  to  comply  with  its  requisites.  He  said,  h^ 
had  expected  the  law  would  have  been  modmed 
by  the  Senate,  but  he  was  disappointed,  and  could 
not,  therefore,  vote  aeainst  the  resolution,  as  it 
would  render  the  act  less  exceptionable.  He  did 
not  believe,  widi  the  gentleman  from  Virginiai 
that  there  was  any  impropriety  in  varying  or  sus- 
pending an  act  by  a  resolution  passed  at  the  same 
session  ;  nor  could  he  perceive  tnat  there  was  any 
Constitutional  objection  to  such  a  mode  of  legisla- 
tion. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  strong  objections  to  the  act 
which  had  been  passed,  thou^  he  voted  for  it, 
and  he  was  wilting,  at  (he  present  session,  to  make 
it  more  aeceptalde,  by  the  passage  of  the  resdutioa. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  required  and  taken— -being  decided  in  the 
affirraaMve. 
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The  qaestion  on  the  passage  of  the  resolve  was  ' 
decided  affirmatively,  by  yeas  and  nays,  78  to  69, ! 
as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Adsms,  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen 
ef  Tennessee,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Bo- 
den,  Brash,  Boffam,  Butler  of  New  Hampshire,  Caae,  , 
Clagett,  Clark,  Cook,  Culbretb,  Cushman,  Dennison, 
Dickinson,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Penn-  ! 
sylvania,  Folger,  Fuller,  Foot,  Gross  of  New  York,  ■ 
Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hardin,  Hen-  I 
dricks,  Hibshman,   Heiiter,   Hill,   Holmes,  Kendall,  I 
Kent,  Kinsley,  Livermore,  Lyman,  McCreary,  McLane  I 
of  Delaware,  Msllary,  Marchand,  Meigs,  R.  Moore,  8. 
Moore,  Monelt,  Moseley,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Patterson,  Phelps, 
Pfnekney,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rich,   Rogers, 
Ross,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  SiUbee,  Smith  of 
Maiyland,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace, 
Wendover,  Whitman,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Aleiander,  Andenon,  Ar- 
cksr  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Bail,  Barbour, 
Beedier,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Brown,  Bryan,  Burton, 
Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Cobb, 
Cocke,  Crafts,  (Crawford,  Crowell,  Cuipeper,  Cuthbert, 
Darlington,  Dewitt,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Ervin,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Forrest,  FuUerton, 
Garnett,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Herrick,  Hostetter, 
Johnson,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kin- 
aey,  Linn,  Lowndes,  Ross,  Msclay,  McCoy,  McLean 
of  Kentucky,  Metcalf,  Newton,  Overstreet,  Parker  of 
Virginia,  Philson,  Rhea,  Richmond,  Ringgold,  Robert- 
son, Ross,  Sawyer,  Simkins,  Sloan,  Smith  of  North 
Oaiolina,  Tarr,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Walker,  Warfield,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

SOUTH  AMERICAN  INDEPENDENCE. 

The  HoQse  then  resolred  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tae  of  Che  Whole,  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and 
the  following  reaoWes  were  taken  into  considera- 
tion: 

Kuohed,  That  it  is  eipedient  to  provide  by  law  a 
saitable outfit  and  sslary  for  such  Minister  or  Ministers 
ae  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
ef  the  Senate,  may  send  to  any  of  the  Governments 
af  Sonth  America,  which  have  established,  and  are 
maintaining,  their  independence  on  Spain. 

Memthtd^  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  re- 
questing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
to  be  presented  to  the  General  the  most  worthy  and 
distinguished,  in  hii  opinion,  in  the  service  of  any  of 
the  independent  Governments  of  South  America,  the 
sword  which  was  given  by  the  Viceroy  of  Lima  to 
Captain  Biddle,  of  ihe  Ontario,  during  her  late  cruise 
in  the  Pacific,  and  which  is  now  in  the  office  of  the 
Department  of  State,  with  the  expression  of  the  wish 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  that  it  may  be  em- 
ployed in  the  support  and  preservation  of  the  liberties 
and  independence  of  his  country. 

When  Mr.  Clay  rose  and  said :  It  is  my  inten- 
tion, Mr.  Chairman,  to  withdraw  the  latter  reso- 
lution. Since  I  offered  it,  this  House,  by  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  to  prevent,  under  suitable  penalties, 
in  future,  the  acceptance  of  presents,  forbidden  by 
the  Constitution,  to  prohibit  the  carrying  of  for- 
eigners in  the  public  vessels,  and  to  limit  to  the 
case  of  our  own  citizens,  and  to  regulate,  in  that 


ease,  the  tiansportatioB  of  moMt  b  ik. 
perhaps,  sufficiently  aaimadraiei  n  ^ 
tion  of  the  Constitution  idiick  prod^ 
olution.    I  confess  that  when  1  heudsi 
Biddle  receiving  from  the  deputy  of  tL;_ 
sword  in  question,  I  felt  gieady  morufo  .4 
not  help  contrastinff  his  conduct  witkik:«  I 
surgeon  on  board  of  an  Amaicu  xm^ 
the  Bay  of  Naples,  (I  regret  that  I  doict.vj 
her  his  nam^  as  I  should  like  toiooriiav 
testimony  wnich  I  with  plcaaQnba{ll»^i-l 
minded  conduct,)  who,  having  perfonuo* 
ration  on  one  of  the  suite  of  ueEDpeii'i» 
tria,  and  being  offered  fifteen  hoodmi  ps^i 
dollars  for  his  skilful  service,  RUnd  ttv 
and  said  that  what  he  had  doiMiisJitltQif 
of  human  itv,  and  that  the  Gotta(iti»(i('i.| 
country  forbade  his  acceptance  i/ife^nfaf!: 
boon.    There  was  not  an  AmenakvtikisJ 
not  swell  with  pride  on  hearing  tfksviMitt- 
terestedness.    It  did  appear  to  ntikitt^ 
tm/t  of  Captain  Biddle's  intaposinisW> 
tunate  to  produce  an  aj^eement  lKtffRiti«V» 
roy  of  Lima  and  Chili,  to  exeiasRikiinfrr 
ive  prisoners,  however  desiraUe  ik  vts^ 
ment  of  such  a  humane  object  m^\  ^  ^- 
Viceroy  had  constantly  refused  to  caowJtp 
such  exchange.    And  it  is  an  ineonwbf » 
that  the  barbarities  which  have  cbwctssia 
civil  war  in  Spanish  America  hue  ^J^J 
originated  with  the  Royalists.  AiteribBCC- 
able  battle  of  Maipu,  decisive  of  iheuiiia*^ 
of  Chili,  and  fatal  to  the  anas  of  ii<\«^ 
this  interposition,  if  I  am  not  mistakfiifl^'J^- 
The  transporUtion  of  money,  upon  feift?* 
the  port  of  Callao  to  that  of  R»o  «««;*; 
Royalists,  appeared  to  me  also  \i^\^ 
If  we  wish  to  preserve,  unsullied,  ^  1*^-^ 
character  which  our  Nary  josdy  aisiiJ*« 
should  repress  the  very  first  ys^%^, 
larity.    But  I  am  wiUing  to  beliw  m^ 
Biddle's  conduct  has  been  inw^TfltttJ^ 
gallant  officer,  and  belongs  to  1 2^^ 
patriotic  family.     His  errors,  ^.*"5?Sk» 
not  be  repeated  by  him  or  imf"  -^^^ 
And  I  trust  that  there  is  no  """•^JHt 
than  I  am  unnecessarily  to  P"''J''?Pttia! 
is  thought,  moreover,  by  «>°^*i .  ^nUBi  iki 
might  fed  an  embarnssmema^^^, 
duty  required  of  him  by  the  ^^^^  \^ 
was  far  from  my  purpose  to  canse  nJ* 
draw  it  lAtti^ 

There  is  no  connexion  '^^^^r^ 
between  that  resolution  and  the  pD^^^JlU 
briefly  to  discuss.  The  proposition  w  "^^ 
the  independent  (Jovemments  of  ooj"V  ^ , 
offers  a  subject  of  as  great  ^^Z^^ 
which  could  claim  the  deUberate  coDSiflfl"- 

this  House.  ..  -pas 

Mr.  C.  then  went  on  to  say,  that  h  sfrj^ 
him  the  object  of  this  Qo^^^Y^ 
had  been,  so  to  manage  its  •»*"V..obi! 
South  America,  as  to  produce  »fl/»J;,j^. 
isting  negotiations  with  the  perent  w^ 
House  were  now  apprized.  •'T  *"5#fttollf  ^ 
the  Pre8^den^  that  ibis  policy  m  «>»**' 
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it  had  failed,  because  onr  country  would  not  dis- 
honor itself  by  surrendering  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant rights  incidental  to  sovereignty.  Although 
we  had  observed  a  course  towards  the  Patriots,  as 
Mr.  Gallatin  said  in  his  communication  read  yes- 
terday, greatly  exceeding  in  riffor  the  course  pur- 
sued towards  them  either  bv  France  or  England ; 
although,  also,  as  was  remarked  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  we  haa  obserred  a  neutrality  so  strict  tnat 
blood  had  been  spilt  in  enforcing  it — still  Spanish 
honor  was  not  satisfied,  and  fresh  sacrifices  were 
demanded  of  us.  If  they  were  resisted  in  form, 
they  were  substantially  yielded  by  our  course  as 
to  South  America.  We  will  not  stipulate  with 
Spain  not  to  recognise  the  independence  of  the 
South ;  but  we  nevertheless  grant  to  her  all  she 
demands. 

Mr.  C.  said  it  had  been  his  intention  to  have 
gone  into  a  general  view  of  the  course  of  policy 
which  has  characterized  the  General  Government ; 
but,  on  account  of  the  lateness  of  the  session,  and 
the  desire  for  an  early  adjournment,  he  should 
waive  that  purpose,  and.  in  the  observations  he 
had  to  make,  confine  nimself  prett^r  much  to 
events  subsequent  to  the  period  at  which  he  had 
submittal  to  the  House  a  proposition  having  near- 
ly the  same  objects  as  this. 

After  the  return  of  our  Commissioners  from 
South  America ;  after  they  had  all  agreed  in  at- 
testing the  fact  of  independent  sovereignty  being 
exercised  by  the  Government  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
the  whole  nation  looked  forward  to  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  independence  of  that  country  as  the 
policy  which  the  Government  ought  to  pursue. 
He  appealed  to  every  member  to  say,  whether 
there  was  not  a  general  opinion,  in  case  the  report 
of  that  mission  should  turn  out  as  it  did,  that  the 
recognition  of  the  independence  of  that  Govern- 
ment would  follow  as  a  matter  of  course.  The 
surprise  at  a  different  course  being  pursued  by  the 
Executive  at  the  last  session,  was  proportionably 
great.  On  this  subject,  so  strong  was  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  session,  that  some  of  the  {Mresses  took 
it  for  granted  that  the  reco^ition  would  follow 
of  course,  and  a  paper  in  this  neighborhood  had 
said  there  was,  in  regard  to  that  question,  a  race 
of  popularity  between  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  humble  individual  who  now 
addressed  the  House.  Yet,  faithless  Ferdinand 
refuses  to  ratify  his  own  treaty,  on  the  pretext  of 
violations  of  our  neutralitv,  but,  in  fact,  because 
we  will  not  basely  surrenaer  an  important  attri- 
bute of  sovereig[nty.  Two  years  ago,  Mr.  C. 
said,  would,  in  his  opinion,  have  been  the  proper 
time  for  recognising  the  independence  of  the  South. 
Then  the  struggle  was  somewhat  doubtful,  and  a 
kind  office  on  the  part  of  this  Government  would 
have  had  a  salutarv  efiect  Since  that  period, 
what  had  occurred  i  Any  thing  to  prevent  a  re- 
cognition of  their  independence,  or  to  make  it 
leas  expedient  ?  No ;  every  occurrence  tended  to 
prove  the  capacity  of  that  country  to  maintain 
Its  independence.  Mr.  G.  then  successively  ad- 
verted to  the  battles  of  Maipn  and  Bojaca,  their 
great  brilliaBey,  and  their  important  consequences. 


Adverting  to  the  union  of  Venezuela  and  New 
Grenada  in  one  Republic,  he  said  one  of  their 
first  acts  was  to  appoint  one  of  their  most  distin- 
^ished  citizens,  the  Vice  President  Zea,  a  Min- 
ister to  this  country.  There  was  a  time,  he  said, 
when  impressions  are  made  on  individuals  ana 
nations  by  kindness  towards  them,  which  last 
forever — ^whcn  they  are  surrounded  with  enemies, 
and  embarrassments  present  themselves. 

Ages  and  ages  may  pass  away,  said  Mr.  C,  be- 
fore we  forget  the  help  we  received,  in  our  day  of 
peril,  from  the  hands  of  France.  Her  injustice—* 
the  tyranny  of  a  despot-— may  alienate  us  for  a 
time;  but  the  moment  it  ceases  we  relapse  into  a 
ffood  feeljngtowardsher.  Do  you  mean  to  wait,  said 
Mr.  C,  until  these  Republics  are  recognised  by 
the  whole  world,  and  then  step  in  and  extend  yoof 
hand  to  them,  when  it  can  no  longer  be  withheld? 
If  we  are  to  believe  General  Vives,  we  have  gone 
about  among  foreign  Powers,  and  consulted  with 
Lord  Castlereagh  and  Count  Nesselrode,  to  seek 
some  aid  in  recoenising  the  independence  of  these 
powers.  What!  after  the  President  has  told  us 
that  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  nations 
is  an  incontestable  right  of  sovereignty,  shall  we 
lag  behind  till  the  European  Powers  think  proper 
to  advance?  The  President  had  assi^ea,  as  a 
reason  for  abstaining  from  the  recognition,  that 
the  Congress  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  might  take  of- 
fence at  It.  So  far  from  such  an  usurped  interfer- 
ence being  a  reason  for  stopping,  Mr.  C.  said,  he 
would  have  exerted  the  riffnt  sooner  for  it.  But 
the  Congress  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  had  refused  to 
interfere,  and  on  that  point  the  President  was  mis- 
taken. Spain,  it  was  true,  had  gone  about  b€g- 
gin^  the  nations  of  Europe  not  to  interfere  in  w- 
all  of  the  South  Americans ;  but  the  wishes  of 
the  whole  unbiassed  world  must  be  in  their  favor. 
And  while  we  had  gone  on,  passing  neutrality  bill 
after  neutrality  bill,  and  bills  to  punish  piracy — 
with  respect  to  unquestioned  niracy,  no  one,  Afr. 
C.  said,  was  more  in  favor  oi  punishing  it  than 
he;  but  he  had  no  idea  of  imputing  piracy  to  men 
fighting  under  the  flag  of  a  people  at  war  for  in- 
dependence: whilst  we  had  pursued  this  course, 
even  in  advance  of  the  legitimates  of  Europe, 
what,  he  asked,  had  been  the  course  of  Englana 
herself  on  this  head?  Here  Mr.  C.  quoted  a  few 
passages  from  the  work  of  the  Abbe  de  Pradt,  re- 
cently translated  by  one  of  our  citizens,  which,  he 
said,  though  the  author  was  not  very  popular 
amon^  Crowned  heads,  no  man  could  read  with- 
out being  enlightened  and  instructed.  These  pas- 
sages dwelt  on  the  importance  of  the  commerce  of 
South  America,  when  freed  from  its  present  re- 
straints. 6ui,  What  would  I  give,  exclaimed  Mr. 
C,  could  we  appreciate  the  advantages  which  may 
be  realized  by  our  pursuing  the  course  which  1 
propose  I  It  IS  in  our  power  to  create  a  system  of 
which  we  shall  be  the  centre,  and  in  which  all 
South  America  will  act  with  us.  In  respect  to 
commerce,  we  should  be  most  benefited ;  this  coun- 
try would  become  the  place  of  deposite  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  world.  Our  citizens  engaged  in  for- 
eign trade  were  at  present  disheartened  by  the 
condition  of  that  trade ;  they  must  seek  new  ehan- 
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■dt  ibr  it,  9iM4  none  so  adTanttgeoos  oonld  be 
found  M  those  which  the  trade  wiUi  South  Amer- 
ica would  afford.  Mr.  C.  took  a  prospectiye  view 
of  the  growth  of  wealth,  and  increase  of  the  pop- 
ulation of  this  country  and  of  South  America. 
That  eounUy  had  now  a  population  of  upwards  of 
eighteen  millions.  The  same  activity  or  the  prin- 
ciple of  population  would  exist  in  that  country  as 
here.  Twenty^five  vears  hence  its  population  might 
be  estimaled  at  tnirty-six  millions;  fifty  years 
hience,  at  seventy-two  millions.  We  now  have  a 
population  of  ten  miUiona  From  the  chamcter  of 
oni  popalalion  we  must  always  take  the  lead  in 
the  prosecution  of  commerce  and  manoiactttres. 
faaagine  the  vast  power  of  the  two  coantries,  and 
the  value  of  the  mtercourse  between  them,  when 
we  shall  have  a  popnlation  of  forty  millionft,  and 
they  of  seventy  millions !  In  relation  to  South 
America  the  people  of  the  United  States  will  oc- 
copv  the  same  position  as  the  people  of  New  Eng- 
land do  to  the  rest  of  the  United  States.  Our 
enterprise,  industry,  and  habits  of  economy,  will 
nve  us  the  advantaige  in  any  competition  whkh 
IkNilh  Amerka  may  sustain  with  us,  dec 

Bat  however  important  our  early  recognition  of 
the  independence  of  the  South  might  be  to  us,  as 
mspects  our  commercial  and  maniuacturing  inter- 
ests, was  there  not  another  view  of  the  subject, 
iafinitdy  more  gratifying?  We  should  become 
the  ecocre  of  a  system  which  would  constitute  the 
nllyin|g  point  of  human  wisdom  against  all  the 
despotism  of  the  (Hd  World.  Did  any  man  doubt 
the  feelings  of  the  South  tovrards  us  ?  In  spite  of 
oiar  coldness  towards  them,  of  the  rigor  of  our  law& 
and  the  conduct  of  our  officers,  their  hearts  still 
turned  towards  us,  as  to  their  brethren ;  and  he 
had  no  earthly  doubt,  if  our  Qovemment  would 
take  the  lead  and  recognise  them,  that  they  woald 
become  yet  more  anxious  to  imitate  our  institu- 
tions)  and  to  secure  to  themselves  and  to  their  pos- 
terity the  same  freedom  which  we  enjov. 

On  a  subject  of  this  sort,  Mr.  C.  asxed,  was  it 
possible  we  could  be  content  to  remain,  as  we  now 
were,  looking  anxiously  to  Europe,  watching  the 
eyes  of  Lord  CastleroB^rh^  and  ^tting  scrape  of 
letters  doubtfully  indicative  of  his  wishes;  and 
sendiiM^  to  the  Czar  of  Russia,  and  getting  another 
scrap  m>m  Count  Nesselrodel  Way  not  proceed 
to  act  on  our  own  responsibility,  and  recognise 
these  government  as  independent,  instead  of  tak- 
ing the  lead  of  the  Holy  Alliance  in  a  comae 
which  jeopardizes  the  hamiiness  of  unborn  mil- 
lions ?  Mr.  C.  deprecated  this  deference  for  fijr- 
eign  Powers.  If  Lord  Castlereagh  says  we  may 
recognijBe,  we  do ;  if  not,  we  do  not.  A  aingie 
expression  of  the  British  Minister  to  the  present 
Secretary  of  State,  then  our  Minister  abroad,  he 
was  ashamed  to  say,  had  moulded  the  policy  of 
our  Government  towards  South  America — an  ex- 
pression which,  like  Mr.  Adams's  definition  of 
rejiublicanism,  had  been  eoostmed  to  mean  any 
thug  or  nothing.  We  look  too  much  abroad  Idbr. 
C.  said.  You  may  find  our  Ministers  in  England 
at  one  time  at  the  door  of  the  Horse  Guards,  and 
the  next  moment  in  Patemostei^Row,  porohasinff 
for  this  country.    Our  institutions,  mid 


Mr.  C,  now  make  us  free;  bitt,  ham  kmg  afaaM 
we  continue  so,  if  we  mould  ovr  opinions  on  dmse 
<k  fikuope?  Let  us  break  these  ocMnamreial  mod 
political  fettnrs ;  let  us  no  longer  waaeh  the  nod 
of  any  European  politician:  let  as  biegma  reni 
and  true  Americans,  and  place  ounehvs  at  the 
head  of  the  American  systan. 

Gentlemen  all  mid  they  were  idi  anxiona  to  aee 
the  independence  of  the  South  csiahliabed.  U 
sympa^y  for  them  was  enough,  the  patrioCs  wenM 
have  reason  to  be  satisfied  witn  the  afaaadbnt  ex* 
ptessions  of  it  But  somethii^  mare  ww  wnna- 
mg.  Some  eentlenien  had  intimatwi  that  liie 
people  of  the  South  were  unfit  fisr  fieedouL  Wili 
gentlemen  contend,  said  Mr.  C,  faeBanse  OboBt 
people  are  not  like  us  in  ail  particnlan,  they  are 
therefore  unfit  for  freedom  ?  In  some  paitieBlaiSj 
he  ventured  to  my,  that  the  people  of  fifeuth  Ame- 
rica were  in  advance  of  u&  On  tiw  point  wjbsch 
had  been  so  much  diacussed  on  this  floor  during' 
the  present  session,  they  were  grcady  in  ai 
of  us.  Grenada,  Venezuela,  and  Boenoa 
had  all  onancipaled  their  slaves.  He  dsd  not 
that  we  ought  to  do  so,  or  that  they  onghft  %o  have 
done  so,  under  diffident  civenmstances ;  bnt  here- 
joiced  that  circumstances  were  such  as  to  pRvit 
them  to  do  it. 

Two  qnestiotts  only,  Mr.  Culy  af|[ned,  were 
necessarily  preliminary  to  the  recogintion  of  the 
independence  of  the  pedple  of  thn  South ;  fint,  as 
to  the  fact  of  their  mdependenoe ;  and,  secondly, 
as  to  their  capacity  for  self«|povemmcns.  On  me 
first  point,  not  a  doubt  existed.  On  the  second, 
there  was  erverr  evidence  in  their  fitvnr.  They 
had  fostered  scnools  with  peat  care ;  then  were 
more  newspapers  in  the  smgle  town  of  Bocnos 
Avres  (at  tne  time  he  was  speaking)  than  in  the 
wnole  kingdom  of  Spain.  Heneversawa^oestion 
discussed  vrith  more  ab^ty  than  that  in  a  newspa- 
per of  Buenos  Ayres,  whether  a  MenUive  or  con- 
solidated form  or  government  was  best 

But,  though  every  asgument  in  favor  of  the  re- 
cognition shonld  be  admitted  to  be  jm^  it  wonld 
be  said  that  another  revolution  had  occnrred  in 
Spain,  and  we  ought  therefore  to  delay.  On  the 
cotttraiy,  Mr.  C.  mid,  every  conadewtmn  recom- 
mended OS  now  to  act.  u  Spain  anceeedied  in 
estaUishinff  her  freedom,  the  ookmies  nuaat  also 
be  free.  The  first  desire  of  a  government,  itself 
free,  must  be  to  give  liber^  to  its  dependcndes. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  Spain  should  not  soeoeed 
in  saining  freedom,  no  man  conid  doobt  that  Spsin, 
in  her  reduced  state,  wontd  no  longer  hajre  power 
to  cany  on  the  contest  So  nmay  millions  of 
men  could  not  be  sabjucated  by  the  cnenrated  arm 
and  exhausted  means  of  aged  Spain.  In  ten  yeass 
of  war,  the  most  unimportant  pnmaee  of  Sooth 
America  had  not  been  subdned  ^V^  t^  weahh 
and  all  the  resomces  of  Spain.  The  certainty  of 
the  successful  resistance  of  the  attempts  of  Spaia 
to  reduce  them  would  be  fomid  in  the  great  ezteot 
of  the  provinces  of  South  Americar*-of  laiger  ex- 
tent than  all  the  Empire  of  Russnu  Therdadon 
(^  the  colonicB  and  mother  country  conld  aeiciist, 
firom  the  natare  of  things,  noder  vriu^eirer  wpeet 
the  Government  of  Ogfum  m%ht  ■mmiiM      The 
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eoadition  of  Spftin  was  bo  letson  iat  nef^Bctiag 
now  to  do  what  we  ought  to  have  done  long  ago. 
Eyery  thing,  on  the  contrarj,  tended  to  prove  that 
this,  this  was  the  accepted  time. 

With  rvaid  to  the  form  of  his  proposition,  Mr. 
C.  said,  all  he  wanted  was  to  obtain  an  expres- 
sion of  the  opinion  of  the  Home  on  this  sii^eet ; 
and  whether  a  Minister  should  be  authorized  to 
one  or  the  other  of  these  goTemmentSy  or  whether 
he  should  be  of  one  grade  or  of  another,  he  cared 
not.  This  Republic,  with  the  exception'  of  the 
people  of  South  America,  constituted  the  sole  de- 
pository of  political  and  religious  freedom  $  and 
can  it  De  possible,  said  he,  that  we  can  remain 
passive  spectators  of  the  struck  of  those  people 
to  break  the  same  chains  which  once  bound  us  ? 
The  opinion  of  the  friends  of  freedom  in  Europe 
is,  that  our  policy  has  been  cold,  heartless,  and 
indifierent  towards  the  greatest  cause  which  could 
poesihly  engage  our  afieetions  and  enMst  o«r  fed* 
ings  in  its  behalf.  • 

Mr.  Cw  eonduded  by  sayiag  that,  whatever  might 
be  t^  decision  of  this  House  on  this  qutttion,  pro- 
poaisg  shortly  to  go  into  retirement  from  puMie 
life,  he  shouKl  there  have  the  oonsofaition  of  fcnow^ 
ing  that  he  had  used  his  best  exertions  in  favor  of 
a  peo;^  inhabiting  a  territory  calculated  to  eon* 
tain  as  many  souls  as  the  whole  of  Christendom 
besides^  whose  happiness  was  at  stake,  and  which 
it  was  m  the  power  of  this  Government  to  do  so 
much  towards  securing. 

The  resolve  was  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Cook  moved  to  amend  the  resolve,  by  ad^ 
ding :  "  and  that  it  is  enedient  to  provide  for  the 
occnpatioii  of  East  and  West  Florida."  Wheie- 
upon, 

Mr.  OocKnrequired  the  previous  question  (which 
precludes  aU  debate  and  ameiidmciitB.) 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  lay 
the  subject  on  the  table ;  and  the  moticm  was  neg- 
atived—lid  to  ^. 

The  previooB  question  having  been  determined 
in  the  affirmative — 

The  main  question,  on  agreeing  to  the  said  first 
resolve^  as  above  stated,  was  decided  as  follows : 

TsAS — ^Messrs.  Allen  of  Xew  York,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Anderson,  Afdier  ef  Ylrginis,  Baker,  Bsll, 
Batemsn,  Besdwr,  BlMttnield,  Boden,  Btewn,  Bui" 
let  of  LoQisiant,  Campkell,  Camien,  Case,  Clctlt, 
.Ood«t  Crswlnd,  Cnmell,  Collmth,  CMpepper, 
Onthbert,  DarlhigtoB^  Biwitl,  Dowse,  Sstle,  Fisher, 
Floyd,  Ford,  Fallerlon,  Gnmof  New  Yorfc»  Ovyon, 
Hacklsj,  HsU  of  North  Canilins,  Hoadrieks,  Her- 
riok,  Hibshman,  Hobnes,  Hostsiteiv  Johnson,  Jones 
of  Yirginis,  Jones  of  TonnesMo,  Kinsay,  Kinsley, 
Linn,  Ljouid^  McCraaiy,  McLean  of  Kentacky, 
Mallaiy,  Marchand,  Metcal^  R.  Mooie^  8.  Moore, 
MoneU,  Murray,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Massacha- 
setts,  Patterson,  Phelps,  PhUson,  Pitcher,  Plomer, 
Richmond,  Robertson^  Rogers,  Ross,  8baw,  Sloan, 
Southard,  Stevens,  Stem,  Tarr,  Tomlinson,  Totnp- 
kins,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Walker,  Wallace,  Warfleld, 
and  Williams  of  Virginia-^IMK 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexsnder,  Ardier 
of  Metylattd,  BaMwiis  Baibonr,  Bayly,  Brush,  Bryan, 
BnitoiB,  Bnrweil,  Bvllsr  ol  New  Hampshire,  Olsg* 
eti,  Cobb,  Cook,  Crafts,  Coshman,  Bennissn,  Bddy, 


Edwards  of  Conneetieat,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Ervxn,  Folger,  Foot, 
Fonrest,  Fuller,  Gamett,  Gross  of  Pennsy Wania,  Hall 
of  New  York,  Hardin,  Heister,  Hill,  Kendall.  Kent, 
Little,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  Maclay,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Lane  of  Delaware,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Massachusetts,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Parker 
of  Virginia,  Pinckuey,  Pindall,  Reed,  Rbea,  Rich, 
Ringgold,  Ross,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Silsbee, 
Simkios,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Street,  Stfong  of  Vermont, 
Strong  of  New  York,  Sweariogen,  Taylor,  Tsrtdl, 
Toek«r  of  South  Carolina,  Van  Rcn«kdaer,  Wsm- 
dover.  Whitman,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and 
Wood~76. 

[Alter  Mr.  Clay  sat  down,  there  was  eoasid- 
eraUe  debate  on  the  first  resolve,  the  seeood  being 
withdrawn.  Mr.  Sbr^bart,  in  parttcnlar,  spoke 
at  some  length  in  reply  to  parts  of  Mr.  Chat's 
sneeeh.    Besides,  MessrsL  STSfsfiira,  Lowiinfta, 

NCLaON,  WiLUAMB,  FlOYU,   SlLBBflB,  TwiMHJB, 

B«U8H,  Cook.  Bbowji,  MfiBom,  OvEBBriiBVBi 
and  Smith,  ot  North  Carolina^  took  part  in  the 
debate.  Tike  sketches  which  we  have  pieserved 
were  not  perfect  enoufffa  to  justify  o«r  attempting 
a  report  of  them,  at  this  distant  day,  the  first  we 
have  been  able  to  derote  even  to  a  hasty  sketeh  of 
Mr.  Clay's  remarks,  which  it  was  jnst  to  him^  as 
themoYerof  the  resolution,  to  publish.  There- 
suit  was,  the  adoption  of  the  first  proposition  above 
stated,  by  a  majority  of  five  Yotes,  in  the  House  of 
Renresen  tativ es.  No  ulterior  proceedings,  howeYer, 
tooK  place  in  regard  to  the  snbject. — Eis.  Nat,  In*} 


TatrasnAY,  May  11. 

Mr.  Sergbant,  fVom  the  Committee  on  the  Jn- 
ciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  entitled  '^  An  act  to  limit  the  term  of  office 
of  certain  officers  therein  named,  and  for  other 
purposes."  reported  the  same,  without  amendment, 
and  the  oill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  S.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
also  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  '*  An 
act  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  clerk  and  marshal 
of  the  d^trict  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
State  of  Louisiana,"  reported  the  same,  without 
amendment ;  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  S.  also  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
entiUed  ''An  act  to  provide  for  the  building  an 
addition  to  the  custom-house  now  esecting  in  the 
citY  of  New  Orleans,  for  the  use  of  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana," without  amendment;  and  it  was  laid  on 
tfaetaUe. 

Mr.  Ksirr,  fipon  the  managers  appointed  on  the 
part  of  this  Hoose,  to  attend  the  conference  with 
the  maaagers  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Sena^ 
on  the  disagiecang  votes  of  the  two  Housca  on  an 
amendBBenl  of  this  House  to  the  bttl  from  the 
Senate  entitled  ''Anacttoiacoiporatethemhahi- 
tants  of  the  city  of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  the 
acts  hcfffllofere  passed  for  that  porpese,"  made  a 
report:  whcrtnpon  the  House  agreed  to  recede 
fimn  their  first  amnndaient  to  the  said  bili,  and 
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agreed  to  the  amendment  recommended  in  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Conference. 

The  hill  from  the  Senate  entitled  **  An  act  to 
authorize  the  legal  representatives  of  Elisha  Win- 
ter and  William  Winter,  and  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  take  the 
examination  of  witnesses  hy  commission/'  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  to 
authorize  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  lay 
oat  a  canal  in  the  State  of  Ohio,"  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals. 

Ad  engrossed  bill  entitled  an  act  in  addition  to 
the  act  entitled  '^  An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Gorerament  for  the  year  1820," 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  SiMKiiis  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Retohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  re- 
quested to  report  to  this  House,  at  an  early  period  of 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  such  plan  or  plans  for  a. 
Navy  Peace  Establishment  as  ho  may  deem  expedi- 
•Dt,  with  a  view  to  a  redaction  of  the  expeoditures  of 
that  cstablishmeot. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House 
entitled  ''An  act  to  alter  and  establish  certain 
post  roads,  with  amendments ;"  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for 
the  further  prevention  of  the  crime  of  piracy. 

The  Committee  were  occupied  some  time  in 
discussing  the  details  of  this  bill  and  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  select  committee  of  this 
House. 

The  amendments  of  the  select  committee  were 
finally  all  agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  and,  with  the  bill, 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Foot  submitted  the  following  amendment 
to  the  standing  rules  and  orders  of  this  House,  to 
wit: 

•*  It  shall  be  the  doty  of  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills  to  correct  any  error  in  date  in  any  engrossed 
or  enrolled  bills,  and  report  such  correction  to  the 
Uoase." 

The  amendment  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
for  one  day. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
«f  the  Senate,  informing  that  they  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  first  amendment  proposed  by 
this  House,  to  the  bill  "  to  provide  for  clothing  the 
Army  of  tne  United  States  in  domestic  manufac- 
tures, and  for  other  purposes."  Whereupon^  Mr. 
Cobb  moved  that  the  said  bill  be  {postponed  mde- 
finiteiy ;  which  motion  was  nec[atived ;  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Mbbcer,  the  subject  was  then  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill,  in  addition  to  the  general  appropria- 
tion law,  making  provision  for  a  small  additional 
appropriatioa  for  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress, 


passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Wholc^  and 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

ARMY  OF  THE  UNITED  8TATE8. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  "respecting  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  States.'^ 

[The  provisions  of  this  bill  are  as  follows,  viz : 

8xc.  1.  That,  so  soon  as  vacancies  ihaU  happen, 
the  Army  of  the  United  States  shall  be  awimanded 
by  one  major  general  and  two  brigadier  generals  only  ; 
and  that,  after  a  vacancy  shall  have  happened  In  the 
oiBce  of  major  general,  no  more  than  one  adjutant  gen- 
eral, one  inspector  general,  and  one  deputy  quarter- 
master general,  shall  be  retained  in  serrice. 

8xc.  S.  That  the  assistant  adjotant  ^eneral»  the  as- 
sistant inspector  general,  the  dqniiy  oofDrataeiooeri  of 
porchases,  the  regimental  quarteiBastera»  and  Che 
clerks  in  the  oflice  of  the  adjutant  and  inspector  g«B* 
oral,  shall  be  dismissed  fiom  serviee. 

8sc.  8.  That  the  company  offioera  of  the  ondnanoe 
department  shall  be  transferred  to  the  corpa  of  aTtiUeiy, 
and  shall  hereafter  receive  the  pay  and  emdnmeBtaof 
officers  of  that  corps ;  and  it  shiaU  be  the  dnly  of  the 
officers  of  the  corps  of  artillery,  when  detailed  for  that 
purpose,  to  perform  such  duties  as  shall  be  assigned  to 
them  in  providing,  distributing,  and  preserving  ord- 
nance and  ordnance  stores. 

8s c.  4.  That  the  field  officers  of  the  corps  of  artil- 
lery shall  consist  of  two  coloneb,  two  Uentenant  colo- 
nels, and  four  majors. 

8bg.  6.  That  one  half  of  the  monthly  pay  of  etch 
non-commissioned  officer,  musician,   and  private  of 
the  army,  shall  be  retained  until  the  soldier  eotided 
thereto  ahall  have  been  honorably  dischaiYod  from  ser- 
vice, or  shall  die  therein. 

8bo.  6.  That  officers  of  the  army  shall,  Vflulooa  Ivr- 
lough,  be  entitled  to  half  pay  only,  and  no  other  emol- 
ument. 

8bc.  7.  That  officers,  of  whatever  grade,  ordered  Co 
attend  courts  martial,  or  to  travel  on  any  other  ocea- 
sion,  not  requiring  a  change  of  residenci^  ahafi  he  al- 
lowed  cents  per  mile  for  travelling,  instead  of  an 

allowance  for  the  transportation  of  bag;me.J 

The  first  section  of  this  bill  being  read- 
Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  amend  the  hill,  by  striking 
out  the  first  section,  and  inaertiog  in  lieu  thereof  a 
provision  that,  from  and  after  the  passnge  of  this 
act,  the  army  shall  be  commanded  by  one  briga- 
dier general,  and  there  ahall  be  retained  in  the  ser- 
vice no  more  than  one  adjutant  general,  one  in- 
speetor  general,  and  one  quartennaster  genenJ. 

In  connexion  with  this  motion,  should  ii  be 
agreed  to,  Mr.  C.  proposed  to  add  another  new 
section  to  the  bill,  the  purpose  of  which  was  to 
abolish  the  office  of  adjutant  and  inspector  gen- 
eral, and  that  the  duties  of  the  office  shall  hereaf- 
ter be  performed  by  an  officer  of  no  higher  grade 
than  captain ;  and  that  the  assistant  adjutants 
and  inspectors  general  shall  be  dismissed  from  the 
service. 

The  question  being  stated  on  the  first  of  these 
amendments — 

Messrs.  Bbcsb,  Simkims,  and  BLp00ifi>iBu>, 
opposed  the  amendment,  and  Mr.  Gocu  sap- 
ported  it. 
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Mr.  Thimble  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble, with  a  view  to  enable  him  to  offer  for  con- 
sideration sandry  propositions,  to  the  following 
effect  : 

1.  That  a  retrenchment  of  the  expenses  of  the  Got- 
emment  ought  to  be  made  in  all  instances,  where  the 
public  service  will  permit. 

2.  That  it  is  expedient  to  create  a  Naval  Peace 
Establishment. 

8.  That  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  ought  to 
be  reduced  to  six  thousand  men,  rank  and  file. 

4.  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  cause 
plans  of  reduction,  on  the  plan  of  these  resolutions,  to 
be  laid  before  Congress  at  the  next  session. 

Mr.  Thimble  elucidated  and  explained  his  views 
at  considerable  length. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  and 
was  negatived. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Cocke's  pro- 
posed amendment — 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  spoke  at 
considerable  length  in  support  of  it. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Brush,  spoke 
against  the  amendment,  but  generally  in  favor  of 
the  original  bill ;  and  Mr.  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Mr.  FLovn,  in  support  or  it. 

On  the  question,  Mr.  Cocke's  amendment  was 
negatived  by  a  vote  of  65  to  42. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved 
to  amend  the  first  section  of  the  bill  so  as  to  make 
it  eflfective  from  the  time  of  its  passage,  and  exclu- 
sive of  the  contingency  of  resig^nations. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Simkins 
and  Johnson,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Cobb. 

Mr.  Clat  then  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble, to  give  him  an  opportunity  to  move  the  re- 
solve, which  wUl  be  found  below. 

The  laying  the  bUl  on  the  table  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Warfield,  Cannon,  and  Floyd  ;  but  was 
agreed  to— 63  to  59. 

Mr.  Clat  then  submitted  a  resolution,  which, 
beinff  immediately  amended,  stood  in  the  follow- 
ing^torm : 

Jiesoivedf  That  the  Secreteiy  of  War  be  dvected  to 
report  to  this  Honse,  at  the  commencement  of  the  neit 
■SMJon  of  Congress,  a  plan  for  the  redoction  of  the 
•my  to  six  thoosand  officers,  non-oommissioned  offi- 
cers, musicians,  and  privates,  and  preserving  such 
parte  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  ae,  in  his  opinicm, 
withoat  regard  to  that  number,  it  may  be  for  the  pub- 
lic interest  to  retain ;  and,  also,  what  saving  of  the 
public  revenue  will  be  produced  by  such  an  arrange- 
mcnt  of  the  army  as  he  may  propose  in  conformity  to 
thb  resolution. 

After  some  few  remarks  from  different  gentle- 
men, this  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Simkins  then  offered  the  following  reso- 
latioD,  the  subiect  thereof  being  in  a  manner 
connected,  as  he  had  observed,  with  that  just 
agreed  to: 

Besohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  re- 
qvested  to  report  to  this  House,  at  an  earlv  period  of 
the  next  session,  such  plan  or  plans  for  a  Navy  Peace 
BstaUisbment  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  with  a 
view  to  a  reduction  of  Uie  expenditarta  of  that  estab* 
.  Uafament, 


On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  resolve,  it  waf 
decided  in  the  negative — 60  to  49. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  then  rose,  and  reported  to  the  House*  the 
resolution,  which  had  been  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend  the 
resolve,  by  striking  out  the  word  "  officers,"  so  as 
to  leave  the  number  six  thousand,  exclusive  of 
officers.     This  motion  was  agreed  to— ^8  to  52. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina^  moved  fur- 
ther to  amend  this  resolve,  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "  men,"  the  words  "  including  such  reduc- 
tion of  the  general  staff  required  by  the  state  of  the 
army  as  herein  proposed ;"  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Simkins  then  renewed  the  motion  which 
he  had  made  when  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Floyo,  it  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 


FRinAT,  May  12. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  granting  to  the  8 (ate 
of  Ohio  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  quar- 
ter sections  of  land,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

Ordendj  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolutionary  Claims  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  all  such  matters  and  things 
to  them  referred  during  the  present  session,  and 
upon  which  they  have  not  reported,  and  that  they 
lie  on  the  table. 

Orderedy  That  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Elisha  Winter  and  William  Win- 
ter, and  the  Attorney  General,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  to  take  the  examination  of  wi^ 
nesses  by  commission,"  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof,  and  that  it  lie  on  the 
table. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  also  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Qabriel  Berzat,  deceased,"  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof,  and  that  it  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  biU  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Peoria,  in  the  Stote 
of  Illinois,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  CocKB,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  containing  the  proceed i^  of 
the  court  martial  on  the  trial  of  William  King, 
colonel  of  the  fourth  regiment  of  infantry,  made  a 
report,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table. 
Ordered,  That  the  Committed  on  Indian  A&irs, 
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to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  transmittiog  an  account  of 
^e  annual  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  De- 
partment for  Indian  Affairs  within  the  District  of 
Columbia,  from  its  commencement  to  the  present 
timC)  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
th»eof,  and  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordmd^  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
several  matters  and  things  to  them  referred  during 
the  present  session,  and  upon  which  they  have  not 
reported ;  and  that  the^  severally  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WooDBitDOE,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  inquire  whether  any,  and  if  any,  whht,  fur- 
ther provision  mav  be  necessaiy  to  five  effect  to 
the  provisions  of  tne  treaty  made  at  Brownstown, 
in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  made  a  report,  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
transmitting  a  copv  of  the  report  of  the  Land 
Commissioners  at  St.  Helena,  and  a  copy  of  their 
list  of  actual  settlers,  dated  24th  December,  1819, 
and  17th  Mareh,  18S0;  which  letter,  and  its  ac- 
companying documents,  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
tabk. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  House  proceeded 
10  consider  the  following  proposition,  submitted 
yesterdav  by  him,  viz : 

**  JU^htd,  Thiit  the  following  be  added  to  tbesttnd- 
iof  mles  and  ordtra  of  ihis  Hoom  :  It  shall  ba  the  daty 
of  the  Committee  on  EnroUsd  Bills  to  corroot  any  error 
in  date  in  any  eDgroaecd  or  enroUad  bills,  and  report 
aaeb  oerraction  to  the  Honaa." 

And  the  said  proposition  was  a^eed  to. 

The  amendments  proposed  by^e  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  alter  and  establish  certain 
post  roads,"  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
mble. 

A  BMssage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  tlie  relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt;"  in  which  they 
aak  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Two  Messaffes  were  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent OF  TBB  United  States  : 

The  first  of  said  Messages  was  read,  and  is  as 
fbllows: 

7b  the  Senate  and  House  of  ItepreeentaHvee  : 

I  cotnmnntcato  to  Congress  translations  of  letters 
from  the  Minister  of  Spain  to  the  SecreUry  of  8tate, 
received  since  my  message  of  the  9th  insunt. 

JAMES  UONROB. 
WaaaiiroTov,  May  13,  ItttO. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 

The  other  Message  was  then  read,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

To  the  Speaker  qfthe  BoueeofRepresentativea  : 

I  transmit  to  the  Hoase  of  Ke  presents  lives  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  docnment  pre- 
pared in  parsuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
the  14th  nltimo,  on  the  subject  of  daims  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States  for  Spanish  spoliations  upon  their 
property  and  commerce. 
_  JAMES  MONROE. 

WAsMssMev,  JHby  la^  1890. 


The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  again  {proceeded  to  consider  Che 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  '^An  act  to  alter  and  establish  certab  post 
roads;"  and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in 
by  the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt,"  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of ^  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  amend 
the  act  entitled  'An  act  authorizing  the  employ- 
ment ot  additional  naval  force,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  "  resolution  aathorizing  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  ncjgotiate  with  for- 
eign Qovernments  on  the  means  of  efiectinf  an 
entire  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,''  was  reaJ  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Sroaaa,  the  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate the  President  and  Managers  of  the  Amencan 
Colonization  Society  was  postponed  until  the  first 
day  of  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  '^  to  continue  in  force 
an  act  to  protect  the  coouneroe  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  punish  the  crime  of  piracy,  and  also 
to  make  further  provision  for  ponislung  the  crime 
of  piracy,"  was  read  the  third  time,  as  yesterday 
amended  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Mebcsb,  and  was 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate  for  concunence 
m  the  amendment,  aAer  refusing  to  agree  to  a 
motion  of  Mr.  Rich  to  recommit  tne  same. 

THE  SLAYS  TRADB. 

Mr.  EnwAans,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  that 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  oam- 
mitted  the  bill  to  continue  in  force  theact|  entitled 
'^An  act  to  protect  the  commeioe  of  ifae  United 
States,  and  to  punish  the  crime  of  niniey ;"  the 
bill  to  incorporate  the  President  nod  Maaa^^  of 
the  American  Colonization  Society,  and  the  reso- 
lutions  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  oeffotiate  with  foi<eig;n  Gorenuaenis  on 
the  means  of  ^fecting  an  entife  aMitioB  of  tKe 
African  slave  imde,  be  diaehaiysd  fiom  die  fwrtkcr 
eonsidoation  thereof;  and,  theqnertionhniBg  taken 
thereon,  it  passed  in  the  amroiatiTa. 

Mr.  BnwiiBoa  then  nored  that  the  said  raaolo- 
tions  lie  on  the  table. 

A  division  cf  the  question  on  diat  motioa  was 
called  for;  and,  on  the  question  dhall  the  iirsl  of 
the  said  resolutions,  which  is  in  die  ffHowmg 
words,  lie  on  the  table?  to  wit: 

Reeohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stmtes 
be  requested  to  negotitte  with  all  the  Govemmettts 
where  Ministen  of  the  United  States  era  or  shall  be 
socredited,  on  the  means  of  effecting  an  entire  and 
immediate  abolition  of  the  slave  trade. 

And  determined  in  the  negative,  yeas  35,  nays 
78,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messn  Adams,  Alexander,  AndenoB.  Ar- 
cher of  Maryland,  Ball,  Beden,  Brerard,  Baffm,  Bat- 
well,  Botler  of  New  Haoipehire,  Butler  of  LoaimBa, 
Cobb,  Crafts,  Onibreth»  Dennison,  Bddf ,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,   Folger,    Hill,   Hostetter,  iohana, 
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JoDM  of  ?iigi]iu,  Knit,  Livvniiore^  Lowndes,  McCoy,  I 
Nowton,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pheips,  Philson,  Rhea, 
Real,  Simkiaa,  SmiUiof  Maryland,  and  Steiwna. 

NATS-^Meaart.  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baldwin,  Bate- 
man,  Beecher,  Bleomfield,  Bmah,  Campbell,  Case, 
Clagett,  Claik,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crawford,  Calpeper, 
Coahman,  Cnthbert,  Darlington,  Dickinson,  Edwards 
of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  PennsylTania,  Floyd, 
Foot,  FoHerton,  Groas  of  Pennsylvania,  Hall  of  New 
York,  Hendricks,  Henriek,  Hibshman,  Heister,  Jones 
of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Little,  Linn, 
Maclay,  McCreaiy,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Meigs, 
Mercer,  R.  Moore  8.  Moore,  Monell,  Murray,  Over- 
street,  Parker  cf(  Massachosetts,  Patterson,  Pindall, 
Pitcher,  Plomer,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rass,  Sampaon,  Saw- 
yer, Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jeraey, 
Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Sonthard,  Storra,  Street, 
Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Tomlinson, 
Tompkins,  Trat^,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Van 
Renasniaer,  Wallace,  Warfteld,  Wandover,  Whitman, 
Williama  of  Virginia,  WilUama  of  North  CamUaa, 
and  Wood. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  Shall  the  second 
resolution  (wiiich  is  in  the  following  wvrds)  lie  on 
the  table?  viz: 

Suohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  requested  to  enter  into  a  i^pnlatkm  or  formal  de- 
claration with  the  aeveral  maritime  Powers,  recognia- 
tng  the  ittdependenee  and  permanent  nentrafity  of  any 
colony  of  the  free  people  of  color  of  the  United  States 
which  shall  be  ealablished  on  the  western  coast  of 
Africa : 

And  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  also  taken,  Shall  the 
third  resolution  (which  is  in  the  following  words) 
lie  on  the  table  ?  viz : 

Metohtd^  That  the  Preaidaat  of  the  United  States 
be  teqaeateid,inaach  nse  aa  he  may  deem  it  expedient 
to  make  of  the  public  ships  of  the  United  States,  to 
afibad  every  aid,  not  inconsietont  with  the  public  wel- 
iiure,  to  the  efibrfts  of  the  American  Sooifliy  fiir  eolo- 
Bizing  the  free  people  of  color  of  the  United  Stolea 
open  ihte  waatem  coaat  of  Africa : 

And jnaaaed  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Brush  then  moved  that  the  first  resolution 
be  jpostponed  to  the  next  session  of  Congress; 
which  motion  was  negatived. 

The  first  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bbush  the  second  resolutioa 
was  postponed  to  the  next  session. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

The  Rouse  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  authonze  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  borrow  a  sum  of  money  for  the  use  of 
tlie  Government 

Mr.  LowNOBs  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  hy 
striking  out  that  part  of  it  which  authorizes  the 
loan  to  be  takm  for  an  extended  time,  at  an  inters 
est  of  iiYe  per  cent,  so  as  to  leave  the  loan  to  be 
taken  at  a  rate  not  ezceedioff  six  per  cent,  and  re- 
deemable at  the  pleasure  of  tne  Qovemment 

Mr.  L.  was  of  opinion  that  there  was  occasion, 
in  the  Nesent  circumstances  o£  the  country,  to  tie 
nptheUovernment  fromredaaning  this  loan  when 


they  should  choos^ ;  and  that  it  would  be  setting 
a  bad  example  to  begin  now,  in  a  time  of  peace, 
to  borrow  money,  and  make  the  loan  so  long  irre- 
deemable. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  nwtion. 
He  was  well  informed,  he  said,  that,  on  the  terms 
proposed  by  the  bill,  the  loan  could  be  obtained 
at  nveper  cent;  and  he  thought  it  desirable  to  ob- 
tain a  loan  at  five  per  cent,  to  pay  off  a  debt  on 
which  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  was  now  paid. 
The  owners  of  the  Mississippi  stock,  so  far  as 
they  had  claims  on  the  Government,  would,  per- 
haps, invest  the  whole  in  this  loan.  He  was  not 
moved  by  the  pride  of  opinion,  in  <^posing[  this 
motion,  mit  he  helieved  that  the  substantial  inter- 
est of  tne  country  required  the  commencement  of 
a  system  of  loans  at  the  interest  of  ^re  per  cent, 
and  he  was  told  that  this  was  a  favoraUe  time  lor 
doing  it. 

Mr.  LowHDSs  said,  he  was  not  willing  that  the 
Gavermnent  should  be  debarred,  by  its  own  aet, 
firom  making  use  of  its  unappropriated  lands,  at 
any  time,  in  the  redemption  of  temporary  loans 
like  this.  If  the  Government  should  have  money 
thus  lying  idle,  the  gentleman  would  see  that  they 
would  lose  by  it  in  one  month  what  thw*  would 
gain  in  twelve  mondis  by  the  difference  of^thamte 
of  ittlecest  We  ought  not  to  set  the  ex^nide  of 
creating,  in  time  of  peace,  a  debt  which  it  would 
be  out  of  the  .power  of  the  Government  to  extin- 
guish at  its  pleeoure. 

Mr.  Smith  said  that,  if  he  could  believe  that  in 
one  or  two  years  the  Treasury  would  be  in  the 
condition  the  gentleman  supposed,  he  should  not, 
perhaps,  object  to  the  proposed  amendment  But 
ne  had  no  expectation  tnat  such  would  be  the 
result. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved 
to  strike  out  three  millions,  (the  proposed  amount 
of  the  loan,^  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert  two  mil- 
lions. [This  motion  was  declared  not  to  be  in  or- 
der, the  House  having  already  changed  the  amount 
from  two  to  three  mfllions.]  Mr.  W.  then  moved 
to  strike  out  three  millions,  and  insert,  in  lieu  there- ' 
of,  two  and  a  half  millions. 

Mr.  W.  said,  he  had  made  this  motion  on  the 
ground  that  he  had  no  idea  that  we  should  be  able 
to  keep  in  the  Treasury  a  miUion  of  dollars  for 
contingencies.  He  had  no  wish,  he  said,  that  Gov- 
ernment should  ever  have  a  dollar  in  the  Treas- 
ury more  than  was  necessarv  for  the  authorized 
expenditure ;  believing  that  the  expenditure  would 
keep  pace  with  the  money  in  the  Treasury.  If 
more  money  should  be  necessary,  the  President 
had  it  idways  in  his  power  to  convene  Congress 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  it 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  he  should  oppose 
the  motion,  though  he  believed  it  not  very  mate- 
rial. If  the  money  was  nor  wanted,  it  would  not 
be  borrowed.  The  hill  contained  no  absolute  in- 
junction to  borrow,  but  an  authority  to  borrow  if 
necessary.  Mr.  S.  made  a  statement  to  show  that, 
even  if  the  whole  amount  of  three  millions  of  the 
loan  should  be  borrowed,  it  would  not  increase  the 
debt  of  the  ooontry.  inasmuch  as,  besides  the  out- 
standing BiIiHissippi  stock;  there  was  ^fiOOfiOO  of 
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the  principal  of  the  puhlic  debt' to  be  paid  off  this 
year. 

Mr.  LiTTLfi  suggested,  that  calling  Confess 
would  not  be  a  very  economical  process  for  effect- 
ing what  could  so  easily  be  effected  now,  by  leav- 
ing the  bill  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  Floyd  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of  the 
motion,  and  then  the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading — the  yeas  and  nays  beiog  r^uired 
by  Mr.  CooKB,  but  not  sustained  by  a  sufficient 
number. 

The  bill  respectinj^  the  enlistment  of  seamen  for 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  was  then  taken  up, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  providing  for  the  re- 
lief of  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  pass^  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Several  amendments  were  recommended  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  amonff  which 
was  the  striking  out  two  sections  of  the  hill  pro- 
Tiding  for  erecting  an  hospital  at  New  Orleans, 
and  appropriating  money  for  purchasing  a  build- 
ing for  the  bame  purpose  at  Savannah.  This  ques- 
tion gave  rise  to  considerable  debate,  being  warmly 
opposed  by  Mr.  Butler,  of  Louisiana,  and  Mr. 
CoTHBOBT,  but  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 
A  new  section  was  also  added,  authorizing  and 
requiring  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  cause  to 
be  deducted,  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  cents  per 
month,  from  the  nay  of  the  officers  and  seamen  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purposes  of 
this  bill. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time. 

SMALL  VESSELS  OF  WAR. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  authorizing  the  build- 
ing of  certain  small  vessels  of  war,  passed  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  after  beiog  amended, 
80  as  to  reduce  the  number  rrom  seven  to  five. 

[The  object  of  these  vessels  is  to  protect  the 
revenue,  and  pursue  pirates,  &c.,  in  the  waters  of 
our  Southern  coast,  which  are  too  shallow  to  be 
navigated  by  the  vessels  now  in  service.] 

The  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Cannon,  as  unne- 
cessary, and  also  because  the  cost  of  the  vessel 
($60,000)  was  not  to  be  taken  from  the  moneys 
already  appropriated  for  repairs.  It  was  supported 
by  Messrs.  Silbbee^  Johnbon,  and  Newton,  on 
the  ground  of  its  bemg  required  for  the  security  of 
the  revenue,  and  the  detection  of  smugglers  and 
pirates. 

The  (question  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 
— ^78  votes  to  37,  as  follows : 

YiAB-^MeMrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  N.  York,  Andenon, 
Archer  of  Md.,  Archer  of  VirginU,  Bsker,  Baldwin,  Btll, 
Bateman,  Btoomfield,  Brush,  Burton,  Butler  of  Louisi- 
ana, Case,  Col»b,  Crawford,  Oulbreth,  Culpeper,  Cosh- 
man,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Dickinson,  Earlc, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North  Car- 
olina. Fisher,  Flojd,  Folger,  Fallerton,  Hill,  Hostetter, 
JohnaoD,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Kinsley,  Little, 
Livermore,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  McCoy,  McLane  of  Del- 
aware, Meigs,  Mercer,  8.  Moore,  Neale,  Nelson  of 
Massachasetis,  Newlon»  Parker  of  Massach'ts,  Phelps 


Pinekney,  Pitohar,  Phmer,  Rankia,  JKch,  Aogm, 
Sampson,  Sergeant,  SUsbeat  Smith  of  N.  Jeney,  Smitk 
of  Maryland,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Steveoa,  Siom, 
Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Swearingcoi,  Taylor,  Ter- 
reU,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Wallace,  Warfield,  Wendo- 
▼er.  Whitman,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  TennesMr,  Boden, 
Bryan,  Baffum,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Foot, 
Forrest,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Heodiicksi,  Herridi, 
Hibshman,  Heister,  Kendall,  Kinaey,  Lion,  Maclay, 
McCreary,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  MarrBy,Ovenrtrect,  Pat- 
terson, Pbilson,  Pindall,  Kendall,  Rhea,  Rasa.  Sawjer, 
Sloan,  Soatbard,  Strong  of  Vermont,  TodLerof  S.  Caro- 
lina, Walker,  and  WUliams  of  North  Caratina. 

The  bill  was  subsequently  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 


NAVIGATION  LAW. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  sopplemeDCaiy  to  the 
bill  commonly  called  tke  HMj^OMom  Law,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  where  it  was 
decidedly  supported  by  Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Cult, 
and  Mr.  Foot. 

The  vote  on  ordering  die  bill  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  was  decided  afirmatiray  by  yeas 
and  nays — ^94  to  25,  as  follows : 

YzAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  N.  York, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Anderson,  Archer  of  liaijland. 
Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker,  Bateman,  Bloomfield,  Bre- 
▼ard,  Brash,  Batler  of  New  Hampshire,  BntJer  of 
Louisiana,  Cam^>eU,  Cannon,  Clagett,  Cobb,  OaAa, 
Crawford,  Culbreth,  Cnlpeper,  Cosliman,  Cuthbert, 
Dickinson,  Earle,  Eddy,  Sdwardaof  Connecticat,  Ed- 
wards of  North  Carolina,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Folger,  Foot, 
Fallerton,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hall  of  New  York, 
Hibshman,  Heister,  Hill,  Jones  of  Virginia,  Kent, 
Kinsley,  Little,  Linn,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  Lyman, 
Maday,  McCreary,  McLanaof  Delaware,  Meigs,  Mei^ 
cer,  Metcalf;  S.  Moore,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Newton,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Masaacfaa* 
setts,  Piodall,  Pitcher,  PInmer,  Rankin,  Rhea,  Rich, 
Rogers,  Ruas,  Sampaon,  Sergeant,  8iU>ee^  Sfmkias, 
Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Marylsad,  SauA  of 
North  Carolina,  Soatbard,  Stevens,  Stern,  Strong  of 
Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York,  SweanafOB.  Taylor, 
Terrell,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Sonlh  Caro- 
lina, Van  Rensselaer,  Walker,  Wallace,  Waifield, 
Wendover,  Whitman,  Williams  of  North  Carolina, 
and  Wood. 

Naxs — Messrs.  Adama,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Boden,  Bur- 
well,  Clark,  Cocke,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Forrest, 
Garnett,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hoateiter,  Johnaon,  Kin* 
sey,  McCoy,  R.  Moore,  Patterson,  PhiUon,  Pin^neyt 
Sawyer,  Sloan,  Street,  and  Williams  of  Virginia. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Seven  o^dodt.  P.  M 

i  Tfie  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  rescarratioQ  of 
tfthber  lands  for  naval  purposes 5  the  bill  to  con- 
tinue in  force  the  act  to  proride  for  persons  disa- 
bled by  known  wounds  in  the  ReyolutionaTy  war : 
and  the  bill  to  proyide  for  repairing  the  CEenersl 
Post  Of&ce  building, — ^passed  throogii  Committees 
of  the  Whole,  and  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Hall,  (late 
Margaret  McKenzie,}  passed  through  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  Ee  on  the  taUe. 
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The  bill  dttigiiating  the  ports  within  which  only 
foreiga-armed  vessels  shall  be  permitted  to  enter ; 
the  bill  to  increase  the  number  of  clerks  in  the 
War  Department ;  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Richard  S.  Hackley, — severally  passed  through 
Committees  of  the  Whole^  and  were  ordered  to  he 
engrossed  for  a  third  readmg. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  treaty  lately  concluded  with  the  Chippe- 
,wa  nation  of  Indians,  passed  through  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of 
the  peace  in  the  recovering  of  debts  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and 
Austin  L.  Sands,  legal  representatives  of  Rich- 
ardson Sands,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Rhba  moved  that  the  said  bill  be  postponed 
indefinitely ;  but,  before  this  question  was  decided, 
about  10  o'clock  the  House  adjourned. 


Satuhoay,  May  13. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts,  to  whom  was  referred  the  re- 
port of  the  Speaker,  and  his  account,  with  the 
voucher  in  support  thereof,  respecting  the  expen- 
ditures for  furnishing  the  nail  and  offices  oi  the 
House  of  Representatives,  made  a  report ;  which 
was  read,  and  the  resolution  and  order  therein 
contained  were  concuned  in  by  the  House  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 

RetoUtdy  That  the  House  doth  spproTo  of  the  ssid 
expenditure,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  twenty-four 
thousand  nine  hondrad  and  seven  dollars  thirty-seven 
and  a  half  cents,  and  that  it  be  certified  to  the  Treas- 
ury accordingly. 

Orderly  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims, 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals, 
and  the  c3ommittee  on  Foreign  Relations,  sever- 
ally, be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  all  such  matters  and  things  to  them  respectively 
referred  during  the  present  session,  and  upon 
which  they  have  not  reported. 

Mr.  Stoers,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  appointment 
of  Commissioners  to  lay  out  a  canal  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment ; 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  which  is  committed  the  bUl  providing  for  the 
preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cumberland  Road. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Metcalp, 

Resclvei^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  obtain  all  the  in- 
formation he  can,  and  to  lay  before  this  House,  as 
soon  as  may  be  practicable,  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  the  quantity 
of  land  sold  under  the  provisions  of  tne  law  passed 
on  the  27th  day  of  April,  1820,  entitled  ''An  act 
making  further  provision  for  the  sale  of  the  pub- 

16th  Con.  Ist  Sb88.»71 


lie  lands."  And,  also,  the  name  of  each  pur- 
chaser; the  number  of  acres  sold  to  each  indi- 
vidual, or  company,  or  body  corporate ;  the  sum, 
per  acre,  for  which  the  same  was  sold ;  and  to  dis- 
tinguish that  which  shall  be  sold  at  private  from 
that  which  is  sold  at  public  sale. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit :  An  act  granting  to  the  State  of  Ohio  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  quarter  sections  of 
lands ;  and  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  village  of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois; were  sevenlly  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  relief  for 
sick  and  disabled  seamen  was  read  a  third  time, 
as  amended,  and  passed.  [The  bill,  as  it  stands, 
contains  provisions  (they  having  been  reinstated) 
for  the  erection  of  a  hospital  at  New  Orleans,  and 
of  another  at  Savannah.] 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit: 
An  act  to  amend  the  act  making  reservation  of 
certain  public  lands  to  supply  timber  for  naval 
purposes;  An  act  designating  the  ports  within 
which  only  foreign  armed  vessels  shall  be  permit- 
ted to  enter;  An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in 
force  an  act,  entitled  "An  act -to  provide  for  per- 
sons who  were  disabled  by  known  wounds  received 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  for  other  purposes  f^ 
An  act  providing  for  repairing  the  roof  of  the 
General  Post  Ofioce,  and  to  procure  an  engine  for 
the  protection  of  the  said  bunding ;  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Richard  S.  Hackley;  and  an  act  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  clerks  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment; were  severally  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  rdief  of  Bbe- 
nezer  Stevens  and  Austin  L.  Sands,  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Richardson  Sands,  deceased,  and 
others :"  whereupon,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Tench  Francis,  deceased.''  The  bill  was  re- 
ported without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time  to-day.  It  was  accordingly  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Hall,  lale 
McKenzie,  was  taken  up,  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing, and  subsequently  read  the  third  time^  and 


The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Newsom,  Peter 
Crooks,  and  James  Rabb;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Conrad  Laub;  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Governor 
of  ^e  State  of  Illinois  to  obtain  certain  abstracts 
of  land  from  certain  public  offices ;  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  expense  of  surveying  certain  parts 
of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina ;  severally  passed 
through  Committees  of  the  Whole,  were  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  were  sub- 
sequently read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  continue  in  force 
the  act  "to  provide  for  reports  of  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court,"  passed  through  the  usual  forms, 
and  was  read  a  third  time,  ana  finally  passed;  as 
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-ftlao  did  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  alteriag  &e 
tiiiies  of  holding  the  court  of  the  United  Ststes 
ibr  the  We^ern  District  of  Pennsf  Irania. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hunter  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whc^e,  and  ivas.  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bills  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Rich- 
ard Smyth,  and  for  the  relief  of  Ambrose  Yasse, 
SESsed  through  the  usual  forms,  and  were  read  a 
ird  time,  and  finally  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Thos. 
Leiper  passed  through  the  usual  forms,  being  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Rhea,  and  supported  by  Messrs. 
KSQBANT  and  Maclay,  and  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  finally  passed. 

The  bills  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Rich- 
ird  O'Brien  and  James  L.  Cathcart,  passed 
thfoagh  Committees  of  the  Whole,  and  were  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed— ->the  latter  widi  an  amead- 
mtnt 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  eatided 
^An  act  for  the  reli^of  the  Presideilt,  Directors, 
and'CoinipaBy,  of  the  Merehants'  Bank  of  New- 
pott,  in  Rnoae  Island ;  the  bill  was  reported  with- 
-Mt  amendment,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

't4ie  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
die  Whole  on  the  bill  confirming  certain  claims 
401  land  in  the  State  of  Illinois;  which  was  re- 
ported without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
ftvoBsed  and  read  a  third  time  to^ay,  which  was 
aubsequendy  done  and  the  bill  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
''An  act  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  lighthouse 
on  one  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  near  Portsmouth,  in 
New  Hampshire."  The  bill  was  reported  with 
aioendments;  which  were  concuned  in  by  the 
Mouse,  and  the  amendments  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  to-day. 
The  biU  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed  as  amended. 

Oriired,  That  the  title  be  amended,  by  adding 
tiiereto,  ''^and  for  other  purposes  f  and  that  -the 
Clerk  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith,  and  requeet 
Ibeir  concurrence  in  the  said  amendments. 

The^BAKiakid  before  the  House  a  lettevf^om 
Oeohoe  F.  Stbother,  resifiruinff  his  seat  as  one 
Of  ^tbe  AepresenlaliTes  fbr  the  State  of  Virginia; 
trtiifch  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taliAe. 

The  House  proceeded  to  cdnsider  the  b^  fVom 
the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tho- 
ViastHttnter  ;^  whereupon,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
'b&i«ad  a  third  time  to-^day.  It  was  according^ 
i«ad  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  moUon  of  Mr.  Nbwton,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report  to  the  Hbilse 
ofRepresentatives,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
mxt  session  of  Congress,  what  alterations  or  mod- 
ifications, if  an)r,  are  required  in  the  several  acts 
of  Congress,  fixing  the  fees  and  emoluments  of 
the  collectors  of  the  customs,  naval  officers,  and 
surveyors  of  the  customs ;  and,  also,  a  plan  for 
compensating  such  officers  according  to  the  ser- 
vices respectively  performed  by  them. 

Tile  bill  making  appropriations  for  canying  into 


effisct  lim  tretttv  lal^  ooiHdaded  niii  »(| 
pewa  natioxi  ot  Inchaas,  passed  tki^iiq 
mitteeof  the  Whole,  and  was  orda&»4 
grossed  for  a  third  readmg  on  Mod^k 

The  House  resolved  itsdf  iDtoaCicBJ 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  ^a^ 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  appoinitmcBcrK^ 
sioners  to  lay  oat  the  road  thereia  mzi 
Thie  bill  was  reported  with  aaxaia&T:]^ 
were  conoaned  m  by  the  Hoose. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  Sys» 
ments  be  eujgrossed,  and  the  bill  rod  aas 
and  passed  m  the  affirmatiTe— ]iw\ffr 
as  follows : 

YxAS — ^Messrs.  Allen  ef  New  Min 
Baker,  Bftldwin,  Bateatn,  BttAs.  1m. 
Boden,  Bra«h,  Butler  of  New  Huxf^kt 
Louisiana,  Cam^>eU,  Cook,  Cnfti,  Qui  ^tf 
man,  Cothbert,  Bailiagton,  BoBBMilMiit 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvanii,  Uath 
driefcs,  Henicfc,  HihthmaD,  BiS,  Bm'm 
Little,  Linn,  lAwmmon^  Lowad««rI^k» 
Metcalf,  R.  Mooro,  8.  Moore,  MoneJLJIii^^^ 
Neale,  Newton,  Parker  of  Man^  Fitteoftr^ 
Pinckney,  Pitcher,  Plumer,BaDhi,fiiilr' 
Rogers,  Ross,  Sergeant,  8ihbM,8lMB>Sifi!«' 
land.  Southard,  Stons,  Street,  8tnN«i[Vu 
SwearingOD,  Taylor,  TomliiiiOB,  Tn^.  '**'*■ 
RoDtselaer,  Wallace,  Warfidd,  WeDd0««^ 
and  Wood.  - 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  AJcxw*f,i^f^ 
land.  Archer  of  Virgioia,  Bill,  Buffna ^.'^ 
Clagett,  Clark,  Cobb,  Crawford,  Cfll^e*"?: 
of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North  Cwft '»; 
Polger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Garnctt,Gr«rf'^^^J 
Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  North  CijJ-^ 
iehnson,  Kiiwlej,  McCrearj,  ^m  ^Z^. 
#nie,  Rhite,  Ron,  Sawyer,  7m^J^ 
Virginia,  and  Wiliiama  of  Worth  Cik»» 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  beioj^j^^ 
to-day.   It  was  accordingly  t^  ^^"^ 
{MMsed. 

LOAN  BILL 

An  engrossed  biU,  entided'^f^^ 
the  President  of  the  United  SJP**^r^ 
millions  of  doUarsi  and  ^^Jf^^olta 
read  the  third  Oom;  and  ^f^^^ 
Shall  the  hill.  iMss?  •Bd^J^ 
live— yens  75,  nays  80»  as  WMf"    ^^^ 

Yle*s«~M«Mta.  Ateamndvr^^H^H 
Alkn  of  TanneMS*,  AndefffoSi  *^w|^ 
B«U»  ^etemen,  Beeehsr*  Bp^J^^y^ 
|Qm»  Boiler  of  JKew  UmP^  ?!1*£** 
Casa,  Clagett,  CeoJu  C«li»w^  ^T^ 
Bcnaison,  X)ow.^ddy,  ^""ZL^* 
Floyd,  Friger,  Foot,  r^'^J^t^^'^^ 
Pennay  WamiTHeiater,  Hill,  ^^^Tk^ 
nessee,  Kinsley,  Little,  i^^^n^^-^ 
Meigs,  S.  Moore,  Murray,  N«»I^^  ,^et:'* 
chusetta.  Nelson  of  Virginia  iwtw,  ^^ 
sachusetts,  Patterson,  Phelp,  "''2^>,*f* 
Cher,  BanUn,  Rhea.  Rich,  Bo^'S^^. 
Silabee,  Smith  of  New  ^^^^"^su^fiS^^' 
Smith  of  North  Cartlioa,  w^^pki*'**. 
York,  Tart,  Taylor.  TooiUbIc«|J^^ivK0' 
Van  Rensselaer,  Walkce^  ^■*^' 
Virginia,  and  Wood. 
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Burw»ilt  Cimpbell,  Caiuiom  Cobi>,  Coeke,  C»lk, 
CttJpeper,  Bdwards  of  PeansyivaAia,  Edwards  of 
North  GawUoa,  Hoadricka,  Hoatatter,  Koadall,  Kin- 
a^f  hinn,  LWermore,  McCoy,  Matcal^  Pliuner,  Bon, 
Bloan,  Soathaid,  Btorra,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Tucker 
of  South  Carolina,  Walker,  and  Williams  of  North 
Carolina. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

TONNAGE  DUTY  ON  PBBNOn  BHIPB. 

The  House  then  resolved  itsdlf  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  impose  a  new  ton- 
nage duty  on  French  ships  and  vessels. 

fThe  first  section  of  t^e  bill  provides- that*  in  lien  of 
the  tonnage  duty  now  paid  on  Trench  ships  or  vesseb, 
there  shall  be  paid  a  doty  of  eighteen  dolUis  per  ton, 
on  all  Fnench  ships  or  vessels  which  shall  be  entered 
in  the  United  States,  any  act  to  the  oontrary  notwith- 
standing: Provided,  hwJtvet,  That  nothing  contained 
in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the  ex- 
tension of  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  repeal  so  much  of  tiie  several  acts  imposing  duties 
on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  vesseh,  and  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 
States,  as  imposes  a  discriminating  daty  on  tonnage 
between  ibreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United 
Btatas,  and  between  the  goods  imported  into  the  Uni^ 
ted  Slates  in  Ibiaign  vaMsts,  and  VMsais  of  the  Uni- 
ted aintesy"  to  f*fefieb  ships  and  vu— is^  and  the 
goods  imperted  theeeio,  whaoever  the  Govemmant  of 
France  ahall  accede  to  the  proviaioei  of  tlie  oct  above 
refenred  to. 

Sac.  2.  That  the  tonnage  duty  laid,  and  directed  to 
be  paid  by  this  act,  shall  be  collected  and  paid  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
regnlate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage,"  paased  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  uinety-nine. 

Sec  3.  That  this  act  shall  commence,  and  be  in 
force,  from  and  aAer  the  first  day  of  July,  one  thous- 
and eight  hundred  and  twenty.]  ^ 

Mr.  NbwtoNi  the  ehairman  of  the  Committee 
#f  CoousMteey  gft  ve  a  brief  eiposition  of  the  nausea 
vnhioli  rettdend  exfedieat  the  pasN^e  of  this  bill. 
The  dooiuaenta  laid  belbte  Congrew  oft  the  aah- 
j«ot,  hie  Mid,  aba^red  that  all  attmnptaat  ftesotia- 
timk  on  ithad  fiiited.  The  policy  of  the  Vnitad 
StaAea  had  bet  ft  jvat  and  liberaL  We  had  offered 
laverf  thin^  that  oaldd  be  offered,  od  terms  of  reei- 
prooity,  to  indaoe:Fraaee  to  abaiidoa  her  policy,  to 
utjuriooa  to  ottr  coAoaeicial  and  naTigatuKg  inter- 
cat.  We  had  efiered  her  the  same  terms  as  had 
heaot  accepted  by  Rvssia,  hy  the  N«therlaiMis,  and 
if  the  Hanseatic  citiea;  hot  we  had  ofieired  it  in 
Tarn. 

Mr.  N.  said  be  was  very  sorry  that  it  becaoie  his 
daty  now  to  adroeate  a  poliey  which  was  abhor- 
rent to  hia  mind — that  of  reetrilctioDs  on  commeree. 
He  was  happy  that  oar  Government  had  shown 
to  the  nations  of  the  world  the  example  of  plaeing 
commerce  on  the  most  liberal  fboting;  hat.  aa 
France  had  re&aed  to  reciprocate  that  liberality, 
it  has  now  become  our  imperious  duty  to  come 
haok,  in  regard  to  France,  to  the  policy  which  she 
beoMdif  pnmiai.  In  eonaeqaenee  of  ber  ilUberality, 
in  tbM  r^pfedt,  we  are  compelled  to  ceMrt  to  the 


maasnie  new  oader  eonaideratioa.  Bhe  is  nawia 
posaeMion  of  a  positive  adyaataga  over  as,  by  bar 
regulations.  Will  she  voluntary  give  it  up  ?  It 
has  been  already  shown  that  she  will  not ;  and 
she  will  continue  to  refuse  to  give  it  up,  until  aha 
finds  that,  by  persisting  in  it,  she  has  aaojected  ber 
own  eommeive  to  inconvenience.  In  order,  tbef«- 
fbre,  to  enal^  the  President  of  the  United  Statei^ 
betireea  this  time  and  the  neat  seaaion  of  Conr 
gresB,  to  neji^otiate  with  the  French  Governmect 
to  somt  eiect,  it  was  necessary  to  pass  this  bill. 
There  is  in  the  bill  a  provision  that,  if  the  French 
Qo?ernment  feds  dispoaed  to  enlarge  its  policy  in 
regard  to  us.  all  restrictioaa  on  ber  commerce  ia 
our  ports  will  be  dona  awajr,  and  her  yesseb  wiU 
be  placed  on  the  same  Ibottng  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  as  those  of  Great  Britam  now  aia. 
If  we  do  not  resort  to  tbia  measure,  the  door  of  na- 
gotiatioa  will  remain,  aa  it  now  is,  shnt  in  our  lace. 
These  considerations  beins  taken  into  view,  ba 
hoped  the  Committee  wouM  see  the  necessity  of 
paasiaa  this  bill. 

Wimut  further  debate,  the  Committee  roaeaitd 
reported  the  bill,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  eogioasr 
ed  lor  a  third  reading ;  and  wae  aobse^itteatly  lead 
a  third  time^  paa$ed,  and  aent  to  the  Senate  £h 
conciurence. 

And  the  House  adjoomed  to  meet  atnine  o'clook 
on  Monday. 


Monday,  May  15. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  be 
discharged  from  the  farther  ooasideration  af  tba 
petitions,  bills,  and  other  matters  and  things,  to 
them  referred  at  the  present  aessieo,  and  upon 
which  they  have  finally  acted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tavlob. 

Suolvedy  That  the  Clerk  ot  this  Hou^  cause  to 
be  prtfnreid  and  printed,  for  the  use  of  the  mem* 
bera,  a  list  of  business  remaining  undetermined, 
which,  by  the  existing  rule,  is  to  be  resumed  ana 
acted  upon  at  the  next  session  of  Congress ;  de- 
signating bills,  reports,  and  resolutions  committed, 
from  those  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sawtib,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report  to  the  Hoase. 
at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  such  offices  ot 
the;  customs  as  may  he  properly  suppressed  on  ao- 
count  of  their  inutility  or  from  any  other  cause. 

An  en^ossed  hill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  mto  efieet  the  treaty  lately  concladed 
with  the  Chippewa  nationof  Indians,  was  read 
the  third  time  aad  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  the  title  be  "An  act  making 
af^priationa  for  carrying  into  effect  the  treaties 
concluded  with  the  Cnippewa  and  Kickapoo  na- 
tions of  Indians ;"  and  that  the  Clerk  carry  the 
said  hill  to  the  Senate,  and  ask  their  coneurAnce 
therein. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Houae 
that  the  Senate  concur  in  the  first,  third,  fourth,  and 
fifth,  and  disagree  to  the  second  and  sixth  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  provide  relief  for  sick 
and  disabled  seamen."  They  have  passed  the  bUl  of 
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Ikk  Hotise,  entiUed  <*An  act  to  ft«lborize>tke  Pret- 
idant  of  the  Uaited  Statai  to  borrow  three  miilioiifi 
of  dollars  aad  for  other  parpoaes,"  with  amend- 
mentH,  in  which  they  uk  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  Trimblb  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  *'An  act  granting  certain  privi- 
lera  to  the  Ckean  Steamship  Company  of  New 
York,"  be  discharj^ed  from  the  farther  considera- 
tion thereof.  This  motion  was  rejected  by  the 
House. 

The  Loan  bill,  returned  from  the  Senate  with 
amendments,  the  object  of  which  was  to  increase 
the  authority  to  borrow  five  millions,  instead  of 
three,  and  to  strike  out  what  relates  to  the  surplus 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  to  the  funding  of  the 
Mississippi  stock,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  who  resarded  the 
amendment  as  goins  to  do  covertly  what  the  bill 
proposed  to  do  openiy,  moved  that  the  House  dis- 
agree to  the  amendments,  and  ask  a  conference 
mm  the  Senate  on  the  disagreement.  This  was 
mgieed  to. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 


from  the  Senate,  stating  their  disagreement 


issag( 
toth< 
second  and  sixth  of  the  amendments  proposed  by 
this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide 
relief  for  sick  and  disabled  seamen ;"  whereupon, 

Ruolved,  That  this  House  doth  insist  on  their 
said  second  amendment,  and  recede  from  their 
sixth  amendment  to  the  bill  aforesaid. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to 
extend  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace  in 
the  recovery  of  debts  in  the  District  of  Columbia: 
Whereupon,  the  bill  was  again  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  "An  act  designating  the  ports  within 
which,  only,  foreifu  armed  ships  shall  be  permit- 
ted to  enter ;"  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
biUf  entitled  "An  act  designating  the  ports,  within 
which,  only,  foreign  armed  ve»ds  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  enter,"  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Ma^land, 

jRMofostf,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives be,  and  he  is  herebv,  authorized  to 
pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House, 
auch  sum  as  he  may  deem  just  not  exceeding  the 
compensation  of  the  regular  clerks  of  his  depart- 
ment, for  the  same  period,  to  an  assistant  clerk, 
during  the  present  session. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  build- 
ing an  addition  to  the  custom-house  now  erecting 
in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  for  the  use  of  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of 
Louisiana ;"  when  it  was  ordered  that  the  said 
bill  be  read  a  third  time  to-day.  It  was  accord- 
inffly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
.  Mr.  Hbnoricks  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  authorize  the  Present  of  the 


United  Statea  to  ascertain  aad  dcaigMtte  cemin 
boundaries ;"  which  was  rejected  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Street,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  which  is  committed  thebtU  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  granting  certain  prtvi- 
lej^  to  the  Ocean  Steamship  Company  of  New 
York,"  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
bill ;  when  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wiujams, 
of  North  Carolina,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabJe. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Maryland,  laid  in  at  the  Clerk's 
table  sundry  statements,  marked  A  B  C  £  and  F, 
in  relation  to  the  expenditures  of  pnbltc  moneys 
in  the  Navy  Department ;  which  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Orderedj  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Buildings,  and  the  Committee  on  the  Expendi- 
tures in  the  War  Department,  respectiv^yy  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
several  matters  and  things  to  thpm  tdsmA  during 
the  present  session,  and  upon  which,  they  \iave 
not  nnally  acted. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  thb  Hcmse^ 
of  the  following  titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  to  revive 
and  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
for  other  purposes ;''  and  an  act  in  admioa  to  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Qovernment  for  liie  year  1820 ;'' 
with  amendments  to  each,  in  which  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments  disa- 
greed to  by  this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  borrow  three  millions  of  dollars,  and  for  other 
purposes ;  and  have  agreed  to  the  conference  asked 
by  this  House  thereon,  to  which  they  have  ap- 
pointed managers  on  their  part 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  acl^  enti- 
tled 'An  act  making  anpronriatioDff  Ibr  the  sup- 
port of  Government  tor  the  jear  IfiSO  f*  was 
read,  abd  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Comnutlee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  amentoent;  the  Committee 
rose,  and  reported  their  agreement  thereto;  and 
the  amendment  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in 
force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  far  per- 
sons who  were  disabled  by  known  woonds  re- 
ceived in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  concurred  in  by  the  Hooae. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  fima  the  managers 
on  the  part  of  this  House  at  the  conference  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amend- 
ments depending  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  an- 
thorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  (o 
borrow  three  millions  of  dollars,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  made  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Re9oU)edj  That  this  House  insist  on  their  disa- 
greement to  ihejint  and  /Mftfcof  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  said  hill,  and  le- 
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cede  from  their  diaagraement  to  the  <hM  of  the 
said  anieiidiikents. 

TREASURY  DEPARTMENT. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sbbobakt,  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  hill  £rom  the  Senate,  in  addition  to  the  acts 
providing  for  the  better  organization  of  the  Trea- 
sury Department. 

[This  bill  provides  a  summary  process  for  the 
recovery  of  moneys  belonging  to  the  united  States, 
in  the  hands  of  mdividimls,  collectors,  and  other 
public  a^rents,  &c.] 

The  bill  gave  rise  to  a  debate,  be^n  by  Mr. 
Edwaros,  of  North  Carolina,  in  opposition  to  the 
bill,  which  was  supported  by  Mr.  Sbrobant  and 
others. 

The  objection  set  up  to  the  bill  was.  that  it  ]^ro- 
|>osed  to  Tiolate  the  right,  secured  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, of  a  trial  by  jury.  &c.,  and  also  the  other 
right,  that  no  man  should  be  deprived  of  his  prop- 
erty without  due  process  of  law. 

in  reply  to  this  objection,  it  was  argued,  that 
there  was  nothing  proposed  but  what  was  sanc- 
tioned by  numerous  precedents,  such  as  sales  for 
non-payment  of  taxes,  d:c.  The  moment  a  man 
receives  the  public  money,  he  is  the  agent  or  in- 
strument of  the  Treasury,  and  ouffht  to  be  subject 
to  its  power,  so  far  as  to  compel  him  to  account 
for  the  money  which  he  has  received,  and  refuses 
or  neglects  to  account  for. 

The  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  House,  a 
motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Cbowell  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  thereof  to  the  first  day 
of  the  next  session ;  which  was  negatived. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  b^  read  a  third 
time ;  and  was  subsequently  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed — by  yeas  and  nays--89  to  14,  as  follows: 

TxAs — ^Mesnrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Ander- 
son, Archer  of  Mairland,  Archer  of  Virginia,  Baker, 
Baldwin,  Bloomfield,  Brevard,  Bofiom,  Burton,  Bar- 
well,  Bntler  of  New  Hampahire,  Campbell,  Case, 
Cobb,  Cook,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Culpeper,  Cnshman, 
Cothbert,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Diekinson,  Dowse, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connectieut,  Ervin,  Fiaher,  Folger, 
Porreat,  Gross  of  Pennsylvania,  Hibshman,  Heister, 
HUU  Hoatettar,  Johnson,  Jonea  of  Tenneisee,  Kent, 
Kinaey,  Little,  Linn,  Lowndei^  Maclay,  MeCreary, 
Meigs,  Matcalf,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell,  Murray, 
Neale,  Newton,  Overrtreet,  Parker  of  Massachuaetts, 
Patteraon,  Philson,  Rankin,  Rhea,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
Rogers,  Rasa,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  SiUbee, 
Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Storrs,  Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New 
York,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Tomlinaon,  Tompkins,  Tncker 
of  South  Carolina,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  War- 
field,  Wendover,  Whitman,  WiUiama  of  Virginia, 
Williama  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

NATs^Messrs.  Allen  of  New  York,  Bsll,  Batsman, 
Brnah,  Butler  of  Loniaiana,  Crowell,  Edwarda  of 
North  Carolina,  Foot,  Oamett,  Hendricks,  Herriek, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Robs,  and  Swearingsn. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House 
entitled,  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre> 
sentatives  of  Conrad  Laub,  deceased ;"  with  an 
amendment    The  Senate  recede  from  their  first 


and  fourth  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  *'Aft 
act  authorizing  the  Preiddent  of  the  Untied  StalM 
to  borrow  three  millions  of  dollars,  and  for  oth« 
pittooses." 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  tlia 
hill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  V^l  rep- 
resentatives of  Conn|d  Laub,  deceased,"  was  read, 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

THANKS  TO  THE  SPEAKER. 

The  House  having  got  through  the  businesa 
before  it — 

Mr.  Wabpislo,  of  Maryland,  rose  and  observed, 
that  although  it  had  been  customary,  whenever 
there  existed  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  House 
by  an  unanimous  vote  to  express  their  unqaalified 
approbation  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  Speaker, 
to  delay  the  expression  or  that  opinion  until  the 
termination  of  the  period  for  which  he  was  elected, 
yet  he  was  induced,  on  this  occasion,  to  depart 
from  that  course,  having  distinctly  understood  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  Speaker  to  decline  the 
duties  of  the  Chair  at  the  close  of  the  present  ses- 
sion. Any  observations,  said  Mr.  W.,  to  enforce 
the  justice  and  proprietor  of  unanimously  adopting 
the  resolution  would  be  altogether  superfluous. 
Every  member  of  the  House,  in  common  with 
himself,  had  witnessed,  daring  the  present  labo- 
rious and  protracted  session,  the  dignity,  ability, 
and  imnaruality^  with  which  the  Speaker  had  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  his  station ;  and  he  was  per- 
suaded there  was  not  a  member  of  that  body  to 
whom  it  would  not  afibrd  the  truest  gratification 
to  offer  the  small  tribute  of  respect  and  approba- 
tion intended  to  be  expr^sed  in  the  resolution 
then  before  them.    Mr.  W.  then  submitted  the 

following  resolution,  the  question  on  which 

put  by  the  Clerk,  it  was  adopted  unanimously : 

Ruohed,  unanimoutiv,  by  the  Houee  ofRepn^ 
eeniaHvee  of  the  Onited  Siaiee  of  America^  That  the 
thanks  of  thia  House  be  given  to  Uie  honorable  Hbvbt 
Clat,  Speaker  thereof,  for  the  dignity,  ability,  and 
impartialtty  with  which  he  has  discharged  the  duties 
of  that  station. 

Upon  which  Mr.  Clay  rose,  and  addressed  the 
House  as  follows: 

OxHTiBXBv:  The  House  of  Representatives  has» 
on  former  occaaiona,  honored  me  by  a  vote  of  its 
thanks.  I  then  felt  that  the  sole  daim  which  I  had 
to  a  teatimony  of  the  public  approbation,  ao  distin- 
gniahed,  waa  the  seal  with  which  I  have  ever  aooght 
to  diacharge  the  highly  reaponatble  dutiea  of  the  Chair; 
and  I  am  now  aenaible  that  I  am  indebted  to  your  be> 
lief  of  the  continued  exertion  of  that  seal  for  the  fresh 
proof  of  your  favorable  aentimenls  towarda  me^  in  the 
resolution  which  yon  have  just  adopted. 

If,  gentlemen,  the  traveller  parts  wiih  regret  from 
thoae  agreeable  acquaintances  which  he  caaoally  makes, 
as  he  journeys  on  his  way,  how  much  more  painful 
must  be  the  aeparatioo  of  those  who  have  co-operated 
many  months  in  the  anxioua  eudeavor  to  advance  the 
prosperity  of  a  common  country ;  who  have  been  ani- 
mated by  mutual  sympathies ;  and  who  have  become 
endeared  to  each  other  by  an  interchange  of  all  the 
friendly  offioea  incident  to  the  freest  social  interooorsel 
Addressing  yon  aa  I  now  do,  probably  the  last  time 
from  this  place,  I  confess  1  feel  a  degree  of  smotimi 
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•iidi  1  MB  pttttty  — abto  ••  €1ihim.  IflMacMTf 
villi  Bi#  iato  «tttrelirt»Mt  nMcli « iMonMijto  Ib^ 
pMlwaaace  of  indiqwiiwlile  pricite  dtttiM,  a  gntoAri 
reeoUMtkm  of  tU  your  kindneMOf ;  of  the  iiopeuiftil 
•ttd  rfeclWB>t>  oDOfidaratiaii  of  no  vlndi  jrofLliove 
olRi«9ii*o«iadtd ;  of  tbo  gooorofio  «id  tflmoot  imlioittoil 
mmMnm  nUeh  jom  havo  e^or  wpooed  is  «o ;  oad 
of  tlie  tendoraew  wkli  wbkt  yon  bof*  trooUd  eton 
mj  omm.  But,  interetting  u  lutTe  been  the  relatione 
in  which  I  boooeloodt  ftr  many  joaMi  to  Ifale  Honee, 
I  bttvo-jet  higher  motiiree  for  eontimins  to  beheld  it 
with  the  deepeet  eolidtode.  I  shall  regard  it  ae  ^ 
Iffoat  depoeitaiy  of  the  moat  inpertani  poweiv  of  onr 
gTceliwit  Conititotion;  ae  the  watchfiil  and  fiathM 
•entinet  of  the  freedom  of  the  poo|de;  as  the  funmi' 
and  truest  image. of  tibeir  defiberale  wifl  and  wiabea; 


aftdae  Am  timnh  oTlhoGleeimmat^i, 
beloved  eonntiy  eiiall  nnhappilj  W  taij 
another  to  the  looff  list  of  mrtanrbely  m^/j 
loes  of  paUic  fibertj,  we  diall  wttacaikeiy 
gtos.amlilieatjpfaMig  tlueui. 

Gentfemen,  I  beg  yov  to  cany  vtt  «f ■• 
enrast  widlee  ftr  jmit  indMAial  kMantb 
ppispefiiy  Of  yonr  raepod^e  wmiMi 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  tnd  Jfr.Tir]» 
SBLAEft  hariag'  been  appointed  toiii:^ 
President,  reported  to  tlielioitsetolif^ 
had  no  farther  commimieatioa  to  ntb-i 

The  House  a^joorned  to  the  seooi^i^j 
November  oezt»  beiog  Ihe  thktiaik'A 
month. 
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TO  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  SIXTEENTH  CONGRESS. 

[FIRST   SBSSIOjr.] 

00MBBI8ING  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  DOCUM£NT8  OmOINATING  BURIKO  THAT  eON- 

ORBM,  AND  THS  FUBUC  ACTS  PASSED  BY  IT. 


«  n>»*"wi^-»<*^  n    w  r  '■ 


[Commanicated  tp  GoBfresf,  Pfcenijttor  iB^  1jB>1(K] 

On  the  dad  of  Fcfanufy,  1180%  ir  Mmage  itmm 
the  Frasideftt  of  tlue  UniAJMl  fi^leli  i»«9  trwi^mtt* 
led  (a  kgli  Hpuwfl  of  Gwgrenk  togette  with  tb» 
report  rf  tbe  (siu^n  Searetaiy  of  8tat«,  Mr.  Miidi«* 
soo^  upon  the  cate  of  the  0aD«ihibr%adHine  Hm^ 
mk  and  ber  caxgo,  bdonging  to  oitii«it9  of  Ibm- 
targh^  recommeiidiiig  the  duiim  to  tk«  favoEdbie 
consideration  of  Congress^  In  Fehnwry.  IdOiS^  i( 
wMi  agnintprawBled,  byarMfssa^a^m:  tkeB^esi- 
deot,  to  \h»  oottsidfiratioD.of  Gongfcas)  hut  has  npt 
sk»«e  beeii  definitively  acted  upcmi 

The  IfioMter  reiideot^  fram  I)<mtDark  and  the 
Consul  Genend  fipom  Hamhorgh  hairing  reeendf . 
renewed  applications  in  behalf  of  the  reBpeotiire 
owners  of:  t^  veaed  and  ojeq^  I  Ciaimviti  here- 
with, copiee  of  their  cpmrnanioatMNMs  for  thefur- 
tiner  copsiderailea  of  the  X^$Utm»,  npoA  wbooe 
files  all  the  docamQita  rehittng  to  the  olfum.are 
still  edstittg. 

JAMB»  MONRQ& 

WAMnNOlK>if,  Ike  24j  1819. 


HamoRaH  CoNsnn^VB  QRHsmiikL, 

Bnt :  On  bebalf  of  sevenA  of  t^  citieens  of 
Hambimh,  I  have  the  honor  to  solicit  fowt  atten^ 
tion  to  the  subject  of  their  interests  in  the  cargo 
of  the  Banish  brigantixte  Hienrick,  Pefer  Schedt, 
master^  which  was  captured  by  a  pablie  armed 
vessd  of  the  United  States  in  the  year  1799,  with 
a  request  that  ^ou  will  be  pleased  to  lay  the  case 
before  the  President  of  tl^e  United  States,  that,  if 
he  shall  see  proper,  he  may  submit  it  to  the  con- 
sideration or  Congress. 

This  vessel  and  cargo  have  been  heretofore 

*^The  application  of  (he  Minister  was  verbal. 


wjtbin  the  view  of  the  Executive  of  the  UWfed 
States,  and  have  been  ^e  subject  of  a  very  ftvx)m'> 
bie  representation  from  the  Department  ^f  State. 
It  will  not,  therefore,  be  necessary  that  I  shcyold 
enter  into  a  minute  detail  of  the  circumstances 
attending  it^  as  the  public  records  of  the  Govern- 
ment contam  a  fnH  and  iai^ful  statement  o# 
them* 

I  deem  it  proper  at  this  time,  sir,  to  present  the 
case  before  you  in  this  summaiy  way.  The  venel 
in  question  was  Danish  property;  the  carffo  oa 
board  belonged  ezcluaively  to  citizens  of  Ham- 
burgh I  and,  of  course,  the  whole  was  neutral  ia 
the  then  existing  war.  She  sailed  from  Ham- 
burgh, bound  to  Uape  Francois,  on  the  3d  of  Octo- 
ber 1799.  She  was  taken  oy  a  French  privateer, 
and  on  the  8th  of  the  san»  month  was  recmlmwf 
by  the  American  public  vessd  called  the  Picker- 
itt^,  and  carried  into  St  Christopher's.  At  tUa 
British  island  the  vessri  and  cargo  were  litielleil 
fbr  salvage ;  one-half  of  the  gross  amount  of  sal^ 
was  decreed  to  the  recaptors,  and  the  other  h$Ui 
after  deducting  costs  and'e:q[>enses,  to  the  owners. 
Of  the  value  en  the  cargo,  amonntinff  to  upwarda 
of  Ihhrty-four  thousand  dollars,  nearly  the  whole 
was  lost,  as  appears  by  the  documents  heretofore 
eaditbitfld  on  tnis  subject  to  the  Department  of 
State. 

In  the  past  consideration  of  this  affah:,  it- seems 
to  have  been  plainly  conceded  that  it  was  die  duly; 
of  the  American  commander  to  have  broi:^t  the 
property  recaptured  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  within  their  jurisdiction,  and  that 
if  this  duty  had  been  performed  the  vessd-  ami 
cargo  would  have  been  released  either  al^>gether4 
or  upon  payment  of  the  most  moderate  rate  or 
salvage.  By  a  difibrent  line  of  conduct  from  that 
which  should  have  been  pursued,  the  property  was 
involved  in  a  sentence  proceeding  from  a  paipabia 
misconception  and  misapplication  of  a  law  of  the 
United  States,  and  its  almost  total  loss  wasithe 
consequence.  The  owners,  thus  heavily  sufieriw 
from  the  conduct  of  the  American  commander  <n 
a  public  vessel,,  had  no  remedy  for  the  injury  they 
had  sustained  but  an  appeal  to  the  justice  of  the 
American  Government.    This  appeal  was  made 
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on  behalf  of  the  whole  interest,  and  its  justice  was 
in  various  departments  of  the  Grovemment  dis- 
tinctly recognised ;  but  the  redress  suited  to  the 
case  nas  never  yet  been  afforded. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  conduct  of  the  Danes  to- 
wards American  property  may  have  had  its  effect 
upon  the  American  Uovernment  in  postponing  its 
just  purposes  towards  the  owners  of  the  property 
in  question.  But  it  is  respectfully  submitted  that 
this  consideration,  if  it  has  any  existence,  ought 
not  to  affect  the  interests  of  the  owners  of  the 
cargo,  who  are  citizens  of  Hamburgh^  and  who 
now  separately  make  their  claim  to  retribution. 

Most  respectfully  inviting  your  attention,  sir,  to 
the  documents  in  the  Department  of  State,  in  re^ 
lation  to  the  brigantine  Henrick  and  cargo,  and  to 
several  reports  of  committees  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress  on  the  subject  of  this 
claim,  I  d(f  earnestly  submit  the  claim  of  the  own- 
ers of  the  cargo  to  your  consideration,  and  request 
that  it  may  be  laid  before  the  President  of  the  U  ni- 
ted  States,  in  order  that  a  just  recompense  may  be 
had  fi>r  the  heavy  injuries  which  have  been  thus 
sustained. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  assure  you  of  my  particular 
regard  and  consideration,  wherewith  I  have  the 
honor  to  remain,  air,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  N.  BUCK, 
Consul  Gen,  of  Uafkhwrgh  to  the  U.S. 

Hod.  John  Q^  Adams, 

Secretarp  of  State. 


[The  following  report  on  the  stme  sabject  was  made 

February  8,  1820.] 

The  Committee  on  Fordgn  Relations,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Message  oi  the  President  of  the 
24th  of  December  last,  recommending  to  Conffress 
the  consideration  of  tne  case  of  the  Danish  brig- 
antine Henrick  and  her  carjgo,  respectfully  report, 
that  they  have  thought  it  right  to  present  to  the 
House  that  view  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
which  is  contained  in  the  report  made  by  Mr. 
Madison  on  the  22d  of  February.  1803  : 

^^  The  Secretary  of  State  has  tne  honor  to  report 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States^  upon  the 
note  of  the  Minister  of  His  Danish  Majesty,  dated 
on  the  9th  instant,  as  follows : 

<<That  it  appears  that  the  Danish  brigantine 
Henrick,  Captam  Peter  Scheelt,  sailing  from  Ham- 
burgh, loaded  with  an  assorted  cargo,  and  bound 
to  Uape  Fran9ois,  was  captured  on  the  3d  of  Octo- 
ber, 1799,  by  a  French  privateer,  and,  on  the  8th 
of  the  same  month,  she  was  recaptured  by  an 
American  public  armed  vessel  called  the  Picker- 
ing, and  carried  to  the  British  island  of  St.  Chiis- 
topner,  where  she  arrived  on  the  10th. 

^'  That,  from  an  authenticated  transcript  of  the 
proceedings  in  the  case  of  the  said  vessel,  had  be- 
ibre  the  court  of  vice-admiralty  at  the  said  island, 
it  appears  that  the  said  court  took  cognizance  of 
the  case,  and  awarded  one-half  of  the  gross  amount 
of  the  sales  of  the  bri?  and  her  cargo  to  be  paid 
to  the  recaptors,  and  tne  other  half,  after  deduct- 


costs  and  expenses,  to  be  restored  to  the  owners. 
That  this  rate  of  salvage  appears  to  have  been 


adopted  from  the  laws  of  the  United  Statesy  u 
then  applicable  to  recapturers  of  American  prop- 
erty, and  of  such  as  belon^^ed  to  beiligoeBC  Pow- 
ers in  amity  with  the  United  States;  but  it  is  be- 
lieved that  these  laws  had,  according  to  decisions 
of  our  own  courts,  no  reference  to  recaptures  of 
neutral  property.    That  admitting,  what  has  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  some  recent  authorities,  that, 
in  certain  peculiar  cases  of  danger  of  a  neatiak 
being  coDdemned  by  a  belligerent,  the  recaptors 
are  entitled  to  a  proportionate  salvage,  there  is 
much  reason  to  believe  this  is  not  such  a  case,  as 
the  vessel  was  bound  from  a  neutral  to  a  French 
port,  the  whole  of  the  property  bein^  ncimal,  and, 
according  to  the  assnranee  of  Mr.  Lindcmann,  the 
Giovemor  of  the  Danish  West  India  islands,  moat 
of  the  Danish  vessels  carried  into  Cruadaloope,  for 
a  year  before  this  capture,  were  released,  and  some 
of  them  with  damages.    That  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  have,  in  cases  much  more  strooglj 
marked  b)[  circomatanoes  indicatifig  a  danger  of  a 
neutral  being  condemned,  allowed  mnch  smaller 
rates  of  salvage. 

*^  That  the  Taws  of  the  United  States  required 
vessels  captured  under  their  authority  to  be  brought 
within  their  jurisdiction ;  and  it  is  conceived  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  American  offieeis,  in  this 
case,  to  repel  the  attempt  of  the  foreign  judica- 
tory to  take  cognizance,  much  lens  ought  tbey  to 
have  directly  submitted  their  recaj^ture  to  its  deci- 
sion, which,  as  it  could  not  be  revised  or  rectified, 
in  case  of  error,  by  the  tribunals  of  their  own 
country,  mi^t  tend  to  involve  it  in  daims  on  its 
responsibility  from  others. 

'^That,  according  to  the  reptresentatioB  of  the 
agent  for  the  owners  of  the  Danish  vessel,  of  the 
sum  of  $44,500,  the  value  of  the  rend,  freight, 
and  cargo,  there  remained,  after  satisfying  the 
decree  for  salvage  and  expenses,  no  more  than 
98,374  41. 

"  That,  as  the  policy  and  interest  of  the  United 
States  lead  them,  in  a  special  manner,  to  respect 
and  promote  the  rights  and  facilities  of  neulrai 
commerce ;  as  the  sentence  in  tikis  case  was  per- 
mitted, if  not  procured,  by  officers  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  made  in  a  foreign,  aod  therefore  im- 
proper tribunal ;  as  there  remtins  no  doabt  but 
that  a  court  of  the  United  States,  nronooncing 
thereon,  would  either  have  rejected  tne  claim  for 
salvage  altogether,  or  reduced  it  to  the  most  mod- 
erate scale,  as  the  declared  basis  of  the  sentence ; 
as  the  law  of  the  United  States  wae  inapplieahle 
to  the  case ;  and  as  it  is  understood  that  a  remedy 
is  now  unattainable,  in  the  ordinary  judicial  coarse, 
it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  State  that, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  the  case  ought  to  be 
referred  to  the  just  provisions  of  Congress  thereon. 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submicted. 

"  JAMES  MADISON. 

"  Dbpartm£Nt  or  State,  JF».  22, 1803." 

The  examination  of  (he  subject  by  the  commit- 
tee has  led  them  to  an  entirely  diffn^nt  conclusion, 
as  to  the  obligations  of  the  United  States,  fiom 
that  which  seems  to  be  intimated  in  the  for^goins 
report.    The  laws  of  the  United  States  letoin^ 
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that  the  French  yessdB  of  which  it  ai]thori2ed  the 
capture  should  be  brought  into  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  for  condemnation.    They  provided 
for  the  restoration  of  American  property  which 
might  be  recaptured  from  a  French  captor,  upon 
a  salvage  to  be  determined  either  upon  the  mutual 
agreement  of^,the  parties,  or  by  a  decree  of  a  court 
of  the  United  States,  and  thev  do  not  seem  to  have 
provided  at  all  for  the  case  or  the  capture  from  the 
French  of  property  belonging  to  a  third  nation. 
The  proceeaings  in  the  court  of  vice  admiralty  in 
Si.  Christopher's,  by  which  so  large  an  allowance 
of  salvage  and  costs  was  made  as  to  absorb  a  rery 
great  proportion  of  the  amount  for  which  the  ves- 
sel and  cargo  were  sold,  were  submitted,  in  1800,  to 
three  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of  this 
country,  who  concluded,  from  the  papers  laid  be- 
fore them,  chat  the  sentence  of  the  court  was  in 
consequence  of  proceedings  exhibited  on  the  part 
of  the  owners  or  the  vessel  and  cargo,  and  not  on 
the  part  of  the  reeaptors.    In  this  opinion,  (which 
the  committee  have  subjoined  to  their  report,)  it  is 
suggested  to  be  nnadvisable  for  the  Danish  Consul 
to  apply  either  to  the  Grovernment  of  the  United 
States  for  indemnity,  or  to  institute  any  suit  in  the 
courts  of  iustice  here  against  the  captors. 

This  claim  of  indemnity  against  the  Grovern- 
ment i&  indeed,  of  an  unusual  character.  It  is  al- 
leged tnat  a  foreign  court,  in  a  case  to  which  an 
American  officer  was  a  party,  awarded  an  uniust 
sentence,  and  that  the  costs  of  this  legal  proceeding 
were  excessive.  The  claimants  have  abstained 
from  the  natural  remedy  for  correcting  the  errors 
of  an  inferior  court,  which  the  justice  of  civilized 
nations  provides,  by  constituting  tribunals  of  appeal. 
They  abstain,  too,  in  conformity  with  sound  legal 
advice,  from  prosecuting  any  legal  remedy  in  our 
own  courts  against  the  officers  of  whose  miscon- 
duct they  complain,  and  thev  choose  to  prefer  their 
daims  to  indemnity  against  the  Government  which, 
as  they  say,  did  not  authorize,  and  whose  laws, 
indeed,  according  to  their  construction,  forbade  the 
proceeding. 

This  claim  has  several  times  been  recommended 
to  the  attention  of  Congress  by  the  Executive. 
Committees  have  made  reports  in  its  favor,  and  a 
bill  to  provide  for  it  passed  the  House  of  Represent- 
atiTes,  January,  1804,  by  a  majority  of  one  hun- 
dred and  eight  to  fifteen  members. 

The  committee  recommend  to  the  House  the 
following  resolution : 

lUwlved^  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  make  pro- 
vision to  indemnify  the  owners  of  the  Danish  brig- 
antine  Henriek  ana  her  cargo  for  the  injury  alleged 
to  have  resulted  from  the  sentence  of  a  British 
court  of  vice-admiralty  in  the  island  of  St.  Chris- 
topher. 

A. 

Copy  of  a  paper  jUed  in  the  Navy  D^arhnetUy  purport- 
ifng  to  he  a  copy  of  an  opinion  given  by  Edward 
Tilghvuin^  WiUiani  Lewii^  and  Peter  S.  Duponceau. 

On  the  case  of  the  Danish  brig  Henriek,  taken 
by  a  French  privateer  from  Quadaloupe,  on  her 
voyage  from  Hamburgh  to  Cape  Francois,  retaken 
by  the  United  States  brig  Pickering,  aAer  being 


more  than  ninety-six  hours  in  the  power  of  the 
French,  carried  into  St.  Christopher's,  and  there 
libelled  by  Peter  Scheelt,  master  of  the  said  Dan- 
ish brig,  on  behalf  of  the  owners,  underwriters, 
and  others  concerned,  in  the  court  of  vice-admi- 
ralty, who  ordered  the  said  brig  Henriek  and  her 
cargo  to  be  sold,  and  adjudged  one  moiety  of  the 
gross  proceeds  to  the  reeaptors,  for  salvage ;  as  &r 
as  we  are  able  to  judge  from  the  papers  laid  before 
us,  which  do  not  contain  the  whole  of  the  record, 
it  appears  to  us  that  the  sentence  of  the  judge  of 
admiralty  was  in  consequence  of  proceedings  ex- 
hibited on  the  part  of  the  owners  of.  and  athera 
concerned  in  the  vessel  and  cargo,  ana  not  on  the 
part  of  the  reeaptors ;  which  proceedings,  it  is  rea- 
sonable to  conclude,  were  for  restitution.  Under 
these  circumstances,  we  do  not  think  it  advisable 
for  the  Danish  Consul  either  to  apply  to  the  Gor- 
emment  of  the  United  States  for  md&mnity  or 
recompense  for  the  ^reat  loss  sustained,  or  to  in* 
stitute  any  process  m  the  courts  of  justice  here 
against  the  captain  of  the  Pickering. 

It  must,  we  think,  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
owners,  underwriters,  and  others  who  may  happen 
to  be  interested,  whetner  they  will  or  will  not  pros- 
ecute an  appeal  to  the  courts  in  England. 

EDWARD  TILGHMAN. 
WILLIAM  LEWIS, 
PETER  S.  DUPONCEAU. 

FEBRuaRT,  21, 1800. 

B. 

Copy  of  a  Utter  from  Commodore  Tingey.  the  commanA- 
or  of  the  VnUed  States  squadron  in  the  West  Indies 
at  the  time  the  Danish  Mg  toas  recaptured, 

Navt  Yaro,  Washington, 

January  19, 1820. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  to  your  directions,  I  have 
endeavored  to  call  to  my  remembrance  as  many  of 
the  hctB  as  came  to  my  knowledge  relative  to  the 
reeapturs  of  the  Danish  brigantine  Henriek  from 
the  French,  by  the  United  States  brig  Pickering, 
Captain  Huler,  in  the  month  of  October,  1793| 
during  the  period  of  my  having  the  command  of 
our  West  India  squadron.  Captain  Hiller,  in  the 
brig  Pickerinff,  pursuant  to  orders  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  having  joined  my  command, 
received  my  orders  relative  to  what  part  of  the  sta- 
tion he  should  cruise  in,  so  as  to  have  the  squadron 
distributed  in  such  a  manner  as  should  be  most  ef- 
fectual in  protecting  our  defenceless  commerce, 
and  annoying  the  enemy ;  when,  some  time  in  the 
month  of  October  above  mentioned.  Captain  Hiller 
fell  in  with  the  above-mentioned  brig  Henriek,  in 
possession  of  a  prize-master  and  crew  from  a 
French  privateer,  by  which  she  had  been  captured 
some  sh<Mrt  time  before :  h&  of  course,  recaptured 
the  Henriek,  as  it  was  his  iaty  to  do,  and  carried 
her  to  the  port  of  Basseterre,  in  the  island  of  St. 
Christopher,  which  was  the  general  rendezvous  of 
the  squadron.  At  this  time  I  was,  as  my  duty 
strictly  enjoined,  cruising  in  the  United  States  ship 
Ganges,  for  the  purposes  before  mentioned.  On 
my  next  meeting  with  the  Pickering,  some  few 
days  afterwards,  Captain  Hiller  reported  this  re- 
capture to  me,  merely  as  a  part  of  his  transactionsy 
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m  his  geaeml  report ;  but,  in  sn  inteririew  with 
him  on  boiurd  my  ship,  Tthe  Ganges,)  I  learned 
thai  an  adjudication  for  tne  salvage  (agreeaUy  to 
the  act  of  Congress)  had  been  given  at  St.  Chris* 
topher's,  at  the  instance  of  the  captain  or  agent  of 
the  Henrick,  or.  of  a  compromise  with  said  captain 
or  agent^^my  memory,  at  this  distant  period,  does 
not  enable  m£  to  say  which.  Thus,  the  whole 
transaction  had  commenced  and  terminated  with- 
out my  having  any  view  or  knowledge  thereof 
aatil  it  had  passed. 

From  the  ceknty  with  which  the  basinets  was 
aaadocted  at  St.  Cfhristopher^s,  I  cannot  entertain 
a  doubt  that  the  adjudication  or  compromise  was 
cftetsd  with  the  assent^  or,  as  mcNre  pn^eMe,  at 
the  instigaitioa  of  the  captain  or  agent  mr  the  Hen- 
lidc;.  for  (Saptain  Hiller  was  too  oocrect  an  officer 
(sonjpitloudy.  so  in  icgard  to  his  duty)  to  have 
of-  tonself  cammenced  on  any  decisive  measnns 
against  the  Beoaptared  vessel,  until  i  should  have 
aartredfYas- commander-in-chief  of  the  squadron,) 
to  have  aecided  an.  the  most  proper  moje  of  pro- 
oeditfe,  in  coafoimity  with  my  mstructioBs  from 
Qor  Qovemment 

Bad  the  oapUdn  or  agentof  the  brig  Hensiok 
awaited  my  arrival  at  St.  Chrtslopher'^  he  could 
readily^  onaiproper  repnosentalion  of  his  case,  have 
been  convoyed  to  either  of  the  Danish  islands  to 
leeward,,  aa  the  time  allottad  lor  the  cruise  of  the 
Ganges  in  those  seas  had  expired;  Commodore 
Morris,  with  the  United  States  ship  Adams,  had 
already  arrived  to  relieve  me,  and  had  brought  my 
instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navv  to  re- 
turn home :  and  it  being  my  duty  to  toucn  at  all 
the  neutral  ports  in  my  way,  to  collect  all  our 
homeward-bound  merchantmen,  and  take  them 
under  convoy,  which  duty  I  did  perform;  and, 
eonsequently,  the  Hemick  could  have  been  pro- 
tected to  either  of  the  Danish  islands.  St.  Croix  or 
St.  ThflOHis;  firom  the  latter  of  ii^ich  I  sailed' 
witkalarge  eoaToy  a  Tory  few  days  afterwar<ib; 
for^  on  the  lOtfa  of  November^  I  was  in  the  river 
MMvare^oonformablirwith  my  instructions  fbm 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeeffnlly,  4kc. 

THOMAS  TINGBY. 
The  Hon.  S.  Thompson, 

Stcrettu^  ofthe^  Naop, 


GOVERNMENT  OP  8T.  DOMNGO. 

[Communicated  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the 
HoQse  of  Representativea,  March  37, 1820.] 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom,  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  ol  the  7th  of 
February  last,  die  petitions  of  Samuel  G.  Peikins 
and  others,  merchants  of  Massachusetts,  and  of 
William  Patterson  and  others,  merchants  of  Bal- 
timore, were  referred,  has  the  honor  of  submitting 
ta  the  House  the  following  report : 

In  the  month  of  January,  1817.  in  oonsequenoe 
of  a  memorial  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
from  sundry  persons  interested  in  the  claims  set 


foithiia  thiese  petitioQi,  Septisuis  THrnj 
poinled  an  agent  to  proceed  to^keikiai 
l>oming:o,  far  the  purpose  of  claio^aiy 
nity  whiob  appears  to  be  justly  ^i^x\ 
tioners  for  property  so  aa^tlv  t^a:^ 
He  accordingly  proceeded  thitaeribsi^ud 
access  to.  the  Movemment  of  Chmiopk ^k 
aUegfcd  ground  of  informalitv  is  htius 
powers.  Nbr»  Tyl^  did  not  lire  \ovss.ii 
UniM  States. 

In  tJk.  spiring  of  the  year  1818,  imiis3$ 
was  made  to  send  an  i^^ent  tonnfce  mku 
and  authority  was  given  to  prcMit  ^:. 
manner  which  there  was  rcsiaii  toeipa% 
have  disfoarded  every- questioi  of  (us  &> 
salt,  howev«K|  was  a  mwsiA^pk\»mr 
A  formal  recognition  of  the  kiodoBfif£f« 
being  deena^d  expedient,  no  fmtMrm^ 
been  foaokd  praoUcaUe  on  thepiitiikis» 
tiv«  in  the  ease.;  tbo^  snggeMti»s» 
rialists  being  within  the  exfiluaifertai^a 

Legislaiturew 

JOHNaAlttSU 

DaiviRTJUBiVT  OP  Stati,. 


To  the  honorubk  the  SemUe  mdBm^if 
aUva  of  the  Vhited  Staia  of  Awak « f<^ 
atiemoled  .• 

The  petition  of  Samq^  G.  PerW^^ 
Ebenezer  Francis,  Jonathan  Low,  fi^f^ 
and  others,  whose  names  are  uods^i^^ 
chants  dwelling  in  the  ComiaoBwcala^^ 
chusetts,  and  citizens  of  tbe  United  Sai&^' 
fully,  represents: 

That  thejr  and  those  whom  <*^5£  J 
othem,  were,  in  the  yeariof  flw  W^^ 


areuann  ten.  engagoa  m  a  «"*»  rrj^ 
the  porta  and  places  in  thtybaia^'^ 
imder  the  dominioo  of  Jfe^^fJLfl^ 
during  that  yearj  they  shipped  i  ^j^. 
property  to  Cape  Henry  and  ^5*"**y,^B0- 
peeUktion  of  proetinng  setiiiS09f'Li|gf 
dttoe  of  the  isUnd,  bnt^oiiiiVi^^'^ 
crcfs  that  season,  it  was  ^''^''f^^fao- 
retnm  oargaes  inunediatelfjM^  ^^  ^ 
isting  laws  of  that  Govern  "^^^ 
hibited  from  reshippia^  ^^'^^'^^iif 
ed  there,  or  from  briaging  sw!  ^^^0^ 
of  the  persons  having  ^^^^^'^^Dk^ 
thus  situated  soU  the  same  ots^^'^T^tf- 
for  in  produce  atthe<4iwioir<^^A^iS' 
son,  and  direcUy  letuiiied  lioitf  ^^ 
adisin  ballast,  while  oite  I^.lw 
preftrred  to  wait  for  their  f'^^^i'^ 


American  vessels  then  in  o»  i^,^^  ^^p^ 
had  been  brought  ia  by  ^J^^jjSZ^^A 
their  officers  and'  cnsiw,  ^^}TJ^io»^ 
detention  mitil  the  mafk  cf  M»i 
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md  on  the  tUrddfty  of  tiie  fluid  moath  of  Janu- 
iry,  passed  a  decree,  (a  copy  whereof  accompanies 
his  petition,  and  which  he  immediately  caused  to 
)e  executed,)  by  which  he  seized  and  confiscated 
0  bis  own  use  property  belonging  to  your  peti- 
ioners  and  other  citizens  of  the  United  States,  of 
he  Yalae,  by  his  estimate,  of  one  hundred  and 
hirty-two  thousand  dollars  and  upwards — a  de« 
;ree  so  manifestly  wicked  and  unjust,  that  even 
CJhriatophe,  while  he  endeavors  to  shelter  himself 
mder  his  supposed  neoessity,  actaiewiedgw  it  to 
>e  as  much  agiainst  sound  policy  and  good  faith 
n  him  as  it  is  arbitrary  and  contrary  to  the  laws 
)f  aU  civilized  nations;  And*  your  petitioners  fur- 
:her  state  that,  after  unavailing  attempts  to  pro- 
sure  a  restitatiiniortbeir  prqierty;  or  or  some  pavt 
iiereof,  from  dmtoph^mey  applied  to  the  Pren- 
lentofHfceUhitedStatesferredtes&seitiiig  A>ithlKi« 
Bjurie^they  had  sustained,  a&d  tae  omtrage  oom^ 
oitted  upon  the  Goiperninent  of  the  United  States 
tself.  That^  dtning  the  late  war,  the  applicacion 
>f  your  petitioners  was  but  partly-  a^ied  uffon, 
OBtdsft  the  moitiplieity  of  greart  and  impoitiMiil 
naineBs  whioh  then  ocoopied  the  attention  of  that 
ligh  officer  of  the- Government;  but  that,  on  the 
etum  of  peaces  the  Piesident  of  the  United  States, 
ifter  investu;ation  of  the  facts,  and  having  satia- 
ied  himselfof  the  justice  of  the  claims  of  your 
>etitioners,  sent  out  to  Cape  Henry  an  agent,  in 
he  name  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
n  one  of  the  vessels  of  war  (the  Congress  frigate) 
lelonging  to  the  United  States,  to  demand  resti- 
ntion  in  behalf  of  your  petitioners,  and  other  suff- 
erers by  the  flame  outrage  ^  which  said  af^ont 
ailed  to  aocom]^h  the  object  of  his  misston. 
That  the  Pkendentof  the  United  Stales,  not  un- 
nindfui  of  the  great  injuries  sostaiped  by  your  pe- 
titionere^  and  of  theoutrage-oooMnitted' against  the 
Soverament  of  the  United  Stales,  but  neverthe- 
less desiroiis  of  preserving  peaceable  dieposiltone 
tovnards  Christc^he,  seat  oat  to  Cape  Heniy  an^ 
ther  agent  of  the  United  States,  once  more  to  de- 
oand  of  Christophe  to  make  compensation  to  the 
infferers  wider  his  decree  aforesaid*  That  said 
igent  was  unable  lo  proeore  any  aatisfaeiioB  firom 
;ne  said  Christophe,  a:nd  retttrived  conclusively  to 
ntahlish  the  fact  tMt  alldemande  uj^n  Christo»- 
^  to  do  justice  to  your  injured  petitioners  will 
continue  to  prove  unanailhig^  uQless such  demands 
ire  enforced'  by  the  strong  arm  of  the  €k)'V«ramea  t. 
And  yoinr  netilioDers  would  fhrther  respectfully 
(tate  that  Aey  have  been  eredibiy  informed  that 
ihe  comniandecs  of  the  sUpe  of  war  of  the  United 
States,  aince  their  visits  to  Cape  Henry,  are  clearly 
>f  opinion  that  a  bloekade  of  that  port  by  a  nngle 
Ungate  even,  or  a  denmad  of  restitutioa  accom- 
panied Inp  a  power  toenfovee  aneh  demand^  would 
be  attenaed  with  the  success  so  much  desired  by 
jFOur  petitioners,  and  so  raueh  an  object  heretoibre 
with  the  head  of  oar  Gbvemment.  In  considering 
this  case,  your  petitioners  would  lei^^tfally  sag* 
{(est  that  no  <{uestion8  of  doubtftil  nglits  prcnent 
themselves  for  discussion  or  compromise,  nor  do 
tkey  penceive  such  pohrta  of  poUcy  or  expediency 
to  arise  as  wilieufihr  the  Qoveramcmt  lo  aequiceee 
ind  submit  to  so  gteat  injuries  committed  upon 


its  fkithful  citizens.  Relying  on  the  enetgy.  of 
our  €tovemment  uid  the  wisdom  of  its  councilB,  it 
cannot  be  necenary  to  urge  the  importance  of  pro- 
tecting the  rights  and  interests  of  every  class  of 
men  m  the  community^  and  especially  in  times 
like  the  wesent,  against  every  outrage  committed 
by  any  Power,  civilized,  piratical,  or  barbaious ; 
and  your  pccitionere,  submitting  the  remedy  for 
their  wrongs,  and  the  mode  in  which  it  is  to  be 
porsued^  to  yowr  wisdom,  humbly  request  your  aid, 
and,  as  m  duty  bound,  will  ever  pmy. 

SAM>L  a  PBRKINB,  <md  cOim^ 
By  their  attorney,  HBNRY  R2€S. 


CLAIMS  AGAIiirST  RUSSIA. 

[Commniiieated  to  the  Senate,  April  18,  IBMi] 
Dmajitm Bif9  OP  Statb,  Afml  17,  lSdO> 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom,  by  a  reaolu* 
tioa  of  the  Senate  of  the  13th  inataot^  was.  veftoai 
the  petition  of  Btiphakt  Loud^  and  others,  to  coa- 
sidenand-repovttheiaon,  has  the  honor  of  reportingi 

That  Uie  facts  relative  to  the  repctaeiilatiiMia 
made  on  the  part  of  this  Cbveniment  to  that-  of 
Ruaia,  by-  the  petitioners,  are  conreetiy  stated  bf 
them;  and  tha^  sitioe  the  7th  day  of  July,  18lS^ 
the  latest  date  mentioned  by  them,  another  memi>* 
rial  has  been  addressed  by  the  Ministar  of  the  Uiri* 
ttA  States  at  St.  Petenlmig  to  tibe  Minieter  of 
Foreifln  Aflkire,.a  oopy  of  which  is  herewith  8ab»» 
mittBcL  It  does  not  appear,  by  any  of  the^  de»» 
patnhes  from  Mn  CampfacU  since  received,  that 
any  answer  to  this  memorial  has  been  returned. 

JOHN  O.  ADAMS. 


Mr.  Qunpbdl^  En^o^  SatraordiMiary^  amd  Mmt^er 
PUnipoteatiary  from  the  UnUed  Siatea  to  RusHa^ia 
Qmnt  Niuaekodfiy  MimtUr  of  Sortign  Affoi^B  «4 
St.  Faerimg. 

Sflp.  PjBTJmBBoao,  /ana  6^  1810. 

The  andtvsigned,  Bbvot  Extnocdinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  has  the  honor  to  infocm  his  cKoellenoy 
Coast  de  Nesselrode,  Secretary  of  State,  that  he 
has  it  in  special  ofaarge  from  his  QovernflowDt  to 
invite  Uie  atteaftion  of  the  Ckyverament  of  His  Imr« 
periai  Majesty  to  two  cases  of  individual  cbima 
theteon  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  of  long 
standing. 

Of  these,  one  is  that  of  the  brigantiae  Hector, 
belongiog  to  Israel  Tiiomdike,  of  Boston,  cana- 
Bianded  by  Ca|itain  Luke  ThomdikB,  which  was 
captored  by  His  Imperial  Majesty's  frigate  Veansj 
carried  to  the  island  of  Tenedos,  and  there  con- 
demned with  her  cargo  as  lavdiu  prize,  in  June, 
1807,  by  sentence  of  a  committee  of^  prises  assem- 
bled <m  board  His  Imperial  Maiestv's  ship  of  war 
the  Iverday ;  the  other,  that  of  the  ship  Commenwi 
bdongitig  to  the  Weymouth  Importing  Company, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  commands  by 
Captain  Joeeph  Penel,  which  ww  taken  by  a  pn- 
vateer  under  the  ftteg  of  this  Empire,  carried  mto 
Coi^  and  there  condemned,  with  her  cargo,  as 


APPENDIX 


a 


BshHami  wUk 


liwfQl  prize,  in  ,  1807,  by  a  decree  of  the 

committee  of  prizes  of  that  island. 

These  vessels,  with  their  careoes,  belonginff  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States  of  high  respectabili- 
tjr,  who  were  not  only  conscious  of  the  purity  of 
tneir  own  motiresin  the  instructions  given  respect- 
ing their  voyages,  but  also  convinced,  from  the 
most  satisfactory  evidence,  that  in  conducting  those 
voyages  no  violation  whatever  of  the  laws  and 
usages  of  nations  had  been  committed,  they  ap- 
plied to  their  Government,  soliciting  its  aid  m 
making  their  cases  known  to  that  of  His  Imperial 
Majesty;  feeling  entire  confidence,  that  to  procure 
the  reversal  of  those  condemnatory  decrees,  and 
obtain  that  restitution  to  which  they  conceive  them- 
selves entitled,  it  was  only  necessary  to  have  the 
circumstances  under  which  those  captures  and 
condemuations  took  place,  so  laid  before  the  view 
of  His  Imperial  Majestv  that  the  merits  and  jus- 
tice of  their  claims  might  fairly  appear.  For  this 
purpose,  full  statements  of  those  cases  were  laid 
before  the  Imperial  Government  in  October,  1809, 
by  Mr.  Levett  Harris,  then  Consul  General  of  the 
United  States  at  St.  Petersburg,  with  ample  testi- 
mony to  prove,  it  is  conceired,  the  injustice  and 
irregularity  of  the  captures,  as  well  as  of  the  con- 
demnations consequent  thereon;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  a  due  claim  for  indemnity  was  made  in  be- 
half of  the  res|)ecti7e  claimants  for  the  heavy  losses 
they  had  sustained.  * 

On  reviewing  these  statements,  and  the  evidence 
accompanying  the  same,  they  appear  so  ample, 
and  to  support  so  conclusively  the  justice  of  those 
claims,  that  the  undersigned  torbears  entering  into 
new  details  on  the  subject^  and  satisfies  himself, 
for  the  present,  by  referring  his  excellency  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  those  documents  already  in 
possession  of  the  Imperial  Government. 

He  would  not,  however,  fulfil  his  duty  conforma- 
bly to  the  instructions  of  his  Government,  if  he 
did  not  bring  to  the  recollection  of  his  excellency 
on  this  occasion  the  length  of  time  that  has  elapned 
since  the  appeals  in  those  cases  were  brought  be- 
fore the  Imperial  Government,  being  nearly  ten 
years,  during  which  the  repeated  applications  in 
uivor  of  the  claims,  in  the  name  of  their  Govern- 
ment, have  been  allowed  to  remain  unanswered, 
and  without  procuring  for  them  either  that  indem- 
nity to  which  they  conceive  themselves  so  justly 
entitled,  or  a  knowledge  of  the  grounds  upon  whicn 
it  has  hitherto  been  considered  proper  to  withhold 
it ;  and  he  is  satisfied  his  excellency  will  duly  ap- 
preciate the  motives  by  which  he  is  actuated  in 
urging  the  revision  and  final  determination  of 
those  cases  with  that  zeal  and  earnestness  which 
their  obvious  justice,  as  well  as  the  hardships  ne- 
neeessarily  resulting  from  privations  so  long  con- 
tinued, appear  to  him  imperiously  to  demand. 

With  the  expression  of  the  nigh  and  perfect 
confidence  reposed  in  the  justice,  equity,  and  im- 
partiality of  the  decisions  the  tribunals  of  his  Im- 
peal  Majesty  in  the  last  resort  shall  pronounce,  the 
undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  his  excel- 
lency the  Secretary  of  State  the  assurance  of  hb 
high  and  very  distinguished  consideration. 

G.  W.  CAMPBELL. 


SWCDEIf— INDBICnTY 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  Aprii;  t' 

T»theSenaU  o/ihc  UniUd^aia: 

1  lay  before  the  Senate,  in  puisoa::  ^ 
resolution  of  the  21st  of  last  moeiii/^ 
panyin^  report  and  documents  (hn'jds: 
ment  ol  State. 

JAMES  m^ 

Washinotoit,  April  28,  ISaa 


Department  of  State,  4^;*: 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whomiicuu: 
the  Senate  of  the  25th  of  March  hisbeaca 
requesting  the  President  to  kf  bdoRaioa 
copies  of  the  correspondence  beCwecskJ^ 
or  other  ajgents  of  the  United  StateiarafJtt 
isters  or  Govemmetit  of  Sweden,  oak  (if 
seizures,  sequestration,  or  confiscttiaa^s? 
or  other  property  of  citizens  of  tkCii^^ 
under  the  authority  of  Sweden,  hs  »£»» 
spectfully  to  subout  to  thePresideaiiKVSf 
the  papers  desired  by  that  resolotioB. 
*^*^  JOHN  a  ADii 


3fr.  RiuM  to  Count  dPEngat^m,  M»»i^ 

AfainatStockkoln. 

Stockholm,  S^i'-^ 

The  undersigned,  Minister  PleaifJ « 
the  United  States  of  America,  ^^^ 
acquaint  his  excellency  the  Caaat«3|^ 
Minister  of  State  and  of  Forejgn  A*ft» jj 
instructions  which  hehas  receir€datf-*5 
dutpensable  duty  to  call  the  serio» ««■»*: 
excellency  to  the  claims  of  Ameieiii  c/a» 
indemnity  for  their  property  "V^'^rrl 
cated,  and  sold  at  Stralsund,af(J[8W»^^. 
the  order,  and  for  the  account  of  «»«»=> 

ernment  L-r/*s«t. 

It  is  believed  that  to  P«sen»,wJJ^^ 
a  simple  statement  of  the  ^^  jj^goa 
transaction,  such  as  ^^Y  ^PP^'^^i^jlibb' 
the  documents  left  by  Mr.  ^f^^^sii^ 

ican  legation,  ^'^V^^rttlS-^^^ 
the  mdubitable  jusuce  of  tw'^T'.-ninoK 
vail  on  His  Swedish  Maje*!^  G^ 
provide  for  their  immediate lii|nw^.i^-; 

The  Swedish  Government  i«f«»L^^ 
have  been  compelled  by  the  ''^L  ^j^ 
to  sequester,  in  the  month  of  Jn«j^^*^ 
ican  property  at  Straisond ; «»"  •"rTps^r 
edly  expressed  its  solicitude  to  <^Z^^ 
tion  of  that  »«l««tratian,  for  the*^ 
of  restoring  the  property  yrhm  h»^ 
rightful  owners.  .  nisedii^' 

The  sequestration  was,  m  ^^,.yaf&f 
consent  of  the  French  Oo^^^J^Vi^ 
ginning  of  August,  1811,  and  the  (^^  f. 
It  attached  placed  at  the  sole  djsp" 

Swedish  Majesty.  -.*-ithii»H»*^ 

Immediately  after  it  thw  came  JJ|J^ 
jesty's  exclusive  control,  it  ^J^^t^^ 
aU  the  assurmnoei  pievioO»T  P^^ 


AFFJSrllilJL 


of  the  American  ownen,  confisctled  and  sold  bv 
the  order^  and  for  the  sole  account  of  the  Swedish 
Qovemment. 

Since  that  time  until  the  present  day  no  indem- 
nity whatever,  although  frequently  promised,  has 
eTer  been  made  by  the  Swedish  Government  to 
the  injured  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Such,  according  to  the  archives  of  the  Ameri- 
can legation,  appear  to  be  the  simple  facts  belong- 
ing to  this  transaction,  and  witn  regard  to  the 
nature  and  consequences  of  which  it  is  believed 
there  can  exist  no  diversity  of  opinion.  These 
facts  alone  would  have  been  amply  suflScient  to 
have  secured  the  success  of  the  American  claims, 
had  not  the  justice  of  these  claims  been  already 
repeatedlv  acknowledged  by  the  Swedish  Govern- 
ment itself. 

During  the  original  sequestration  by  the  Swed- 
ish Government,  at  the  instance,  as  is  stated,  of 
that  of  France,  the  Baron  de  Wetterstedt,  who 
was  then  charged  with  the  affairs  of  Pomerania, 
assured  Mr.  Speyer  that  the  participation  of  Swe- 
den in  that  proceeding  was  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tection, and  not  of  confiscation ;  that  more  tnan 
thirty  despatches  had  been  transmitted  to  Paris  in 
order  to  obtain  the  release  of  the  sequestered  prop- 
erty, or  the  permission  to  sell  that  property,  either 
on  Swedish  account,  or  the  Joint  account  of  Swe- 
den and  France;  assuring  Mr.  Speyer,  at  the  same 
time^  that,  in  case  such  release  or  permission  were 
obtamed,  a  just  proportion  of  the  property,  or  its 
proceeds,  should  be  restored  to  the  rightful  Amer- 
ican owners. 

Even  after  the  confiscation  and  sale  of  the  prop- 
erty, the  Swedish  Government,  on  its  part,  never 
urged  any  right  in  justification  of  the  proceeding, 
nor  even  the  pretext  of  foreign  coercion  for  its  pal- 
liation. The  only  question  which  appears  to  have 
been  agitated  at  that  time  related  not  to  the  jus- 
tice, but  to  the  practicability  of  the  indemnification. 
There  was  no  controversy  as  to  the  principle ;  and 
even  a  proposition  to  give  it  effect,  by  the  delivery 
of  iron  cannon,  was  suggested  by  the  Baron  de 
Wetterstedt. 

The  doctrine  that  the  property  of  the  citizens  of 
a  friendly  State,  lawfully  imported  into  an  ultra- 
marine province  of  Sweden,  was  not  entitled  to 
the  same  protection  from  the  Sw^ish  Govern- 
ment as  when  imported  into  Sweden  itself,  (which, 
it  seems,  hb  exceUencv  the  Count  d'Engestrom 
once  permitted  himseu  to  intimate,)  it  is  not  ne- 
cessary here  to  examine.  The  question  now  pre- 
»ented  is  not  whether  the  Swedish  Government 
was  bound,  in  good  faith,  to  protect  the  American 
property  at  Stralsund  against  the  violence  and 
injuries  of  foreign  nations,  but  whether  it  was  not 
bound  to  refrain,  itself,  from  voluntarily  confiscat- 
ing that  property,  and  converting  it  to  its  own  use, 
without  the  form  of  a  trial,  or  even  the  pretext  oi 
foreign  compulsion. 

The  note  which  his  excellency  the  Count 
d'Engestrom  addressed  to  Mr.  Speyer,  on  the  2ad 
of  May,  1813,  and  which  appears  to  be  the  last 
commmucation  made  on  the  anbject,  states  that 
the  Mquestnitioa  took  jdaca  upon  the  demand  of 


the  French  Government,  and  in  conformity  to  the 
Treaty  of  Paris ;  but  his  excellency  does  not  pre- 
tend tnat  the  final  confiscation  of  this  prop<arty, 
and  the  appropriation  of  its  proceeds,  were  at  the 
dictation  or  for  the  benefit  of  that  Government. 
Such  a  pretext,  indeed,  would  have  been  inconsis- 
tent witn  the  previous  declaration  of  his  excel- 
lency himself;  for,  on  the  12th  of  August,  1811, 
he  informed  Mr.  Speyer,  as  appears  from  Mr. 
Speyer's  note  to  hb  excellency  of  the  14th  of  that 
month,  that  ''the  sequestered  property  at  Stral- 
sund  was  then  at  the  sole  disposal  of  Hb  Swedish 
Majesty."  It  is  not  of  the  original  act  of  sequee- 
tration,  whatever  mi^ht  have  been  its  origin,  or 
however  unjust  and  injurious  its  operation,  that 
the  undersigned  now  specially  complains ;  tNit  it 
b  for  the  final  and  voluntary  confiscation  and  sale 
of  the  property  by  the  Government  of  Sweden,  for 
its  own  account,  that  he  is  instructed  to  demand 
an  indemnity.  In  the  note  above  referred  to^  hb 
excellency  does  not  even  insinuate  a  doubt  of  the 

Justice  of  such  a  demand ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
te  implicitly  admits  it  when  he  states  that  his 
Swedish  Majesty  had  hoped  to  have  been  able  to 
indemnify  the  American  citizens  from  the  reve- 
nues of  his  Grerman  provinces.  In  thus  speaking 
of  indemnity,  the  relative  injury  b  certainly  ac- 
knowledged; why  the  funds  for  this  indemnity 
should  have  been  exclusively  sought  for  in  tl»e 
revenues  of  the  German  provinces,  it  is  difi&cnk 
to  determine.  The  American  citizens,  who  trusted 
their  property  in  a  port  of  Swedish  Pomerania* 
had  a  liili  reliance  not  on  the  local  authorities  an4 
resources  only,  but  on  the  universal  good  faith  and 
entire  power  of  the  Swedbh  Government  for  Jua- 
tice  and  protection.  The  impossibility,  therefore, 
which  his  excellency  suggests,  on  account  of  the 
then  recent  invasion  of  Pomerania  by  the  French, 
to  accord  any  indenmity  whatever,  appears  to  have 
been  founded  on  a  supposition  erroneous  and  in- 
admissible. It  still  proves,  however,  that,  even  at 
that  time,  it  was  the  ability  and  not  the  obligation 
to  accord  the  indemnity  which  was  wanting  in  the 
view  of  the  Swedish  Government. 

What  inference  hb  excdlency  wished  should  be 
drawn  from  the  fact  which  he  stated,  that  even 
Swedish  subjects  had  suffereo,  without  indemnity, 
a  participation  in  the  evils  of  the  act  of  sequestia- 
tion,  has  not  been  discovered.  It  b  not  believed 
that  hb  excellency  intended  to  say  that  the  sover- 
ei{pi  of  a  country  has  the  right  to  treat  alien 
fnends,  who  are  transitorily  within  hb  jurisdic- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  trade,  in  the  seme  manner 
he  might  thiuk  proper  to  treat  his  own  subjects^*- 
to  levy  on  them  the  same  taxes,  and  to  subject 
them  to  the  same  requisitions.  Were  such  a  ooe- 
trine  to  prevail,  there  would  be  an  end  to  all  inter- 
national conmierce.  Whatever  the  sovereifp  of 
a  State  may  deem  fit  to  do,  within  hb  own  juris- 
diction, in  relation  to  those  who  are  within  hb 
allegiance,  cannot,  indeed,  be  found  to  be  wrong 
by  any  other  Government;  but  there  certainly 
cannot  be  deduced  from  thb  principle  a  right  to 
extend  oppressive  measures  to  the  citizens  of  other 
independent  States,  nor  can  these  citizens  be  sup- 
posed to  find  any  alleviation  of  their  sofibrings  m 
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the  mut  knowledge  of  the  £ut  that  Ibey  do  doc 
suffer  alone. 

If,  contrary  to  all  leawn  and  un^,  it  could  be 
admitted  that  the  reyeniies  and  lesonrees  of  Po- 
■fterania  were  alone  to  be  reffaided  as  responsible 
to  the  American  claimants  lor  the  property  there 
eoafiscated  bf  Sweden,  and  the  invasion  by  the 
French  destroyed,  at  that  time,  those  means  of 
making  indemnity,  yet  that  invasion  wae  of  brief 
duration,  and  that  province  has  since  become  an 
ample  source  of  wealth  and  empire  to  the  Swedish 
Qovernment,  ia  having  not  oniy  famished  an 
ejinivalent  at  the  Treaty  of  Kiel  for  the  acquiai- 
lion  of  Norway,  but,  subsequentlv,  a  sufficient 
oonsideratioa  for  three  millions  and  a  half  of  dol- 
lars received  from  Prussia.  It  is,  indeed,  to  be 
ragretted  that,  while  the  Government  of  Sweden 
•ppbed  mock  of  these  funds  to  objects  in  no  way 
•onaected  with  Pomcrania,  it  should  have  totally 
neglected  all  salislaction  of  the  American  claima, 
which  it  had  bdeie  afieeied  to  consider  as  the 
igpeoial  debt  of  that  province. 

The  cifcumstance  that  the  duties  had  been  paid 
on  the  merchandise  previovs  to  Us  confiscation, 
and  never  returned,  not  only  proves  the  lawful- 
ness of  the  importation,  but  sinjpilarly  aggravates 
Che  injuvy  inflicted  on  the  American  proprietors. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  is  believed  that 
His  Swedish  Majesty's  Government  will  no  knifer 
jMsitate  to  afford  that  indemnity  whkh  the  admit- 
ted justice  of  the  case  dooands,  and  which  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  confidently  ex- 
pects from  the  known  integrity  and  good  iaith 
of  His  Majesty.  The  inability  of  the  Swedish 
Government,  at  any  moment,  to  provide  this  in- 
demnity, cannot  be  admitted ;  -and,  after  its  recent 
socoess  and  aggrandixeaient,  it  would  be  offensav« 
to  suggest  the  possibility  of  such  a  pretext  being 
again  urgnd  on  its  part 

The  value  of  the  property,  at  the  current  priee. 
when  it  was  first  sequestered,  and  which  would 
furtiish  the  just  role  to  measure  the  indemnify,  k 
not  pceeisely  known  to  the  undersigned.  It  was, 
however,  considerably  greater  than  that  at  which 
thia  property  was  sffterwards  eithercedaMted  or  sold. 


The  undefsigned  beliefres  it  ^nmciwiBijr  t»  say 
more ;  and  he  confidendy  traete  that  what  he  has 
said  will  not  have  been  in  vain.     He  tmslB  thal^ 
while  the  relatioiks  of  the  two  oouBtriesaffe  placed 
on  so  liberal  a  basis  with  tespcot  to  the  tene^  the 
prospect  they  open  bmt  not  be  overshadowed  br 
any  disagreeable  recdleetion  of  the  paat^wlniGn 
might  peiplex  either  party  with  doubts  of  the  jim- 
tice  and  good  faith  oi  the  other. 

The  undesigned  prays  his  excelkncy  the  Comit 
d'EagfBtrom  to  accept  the  assurancei  of  his  high- 
est consideratioo. 

JONATHAN  RUSSKUU 


The  Count  cPBnffestrom  to  Mr.  RvtstO^ 

Stockholm,  S^  %  1816. 

The  undersigned,  Minister  of  State  and  of  For- 
eign Affairs,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  the  note  addressed  to  him  by  BAr.  Rus- 
sell^ Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Umted  Stated) 
claiming  an  indemnity  for  certain  property  seques- 
tered, confiscated,  and  sold  aome  years  back  at 
Stralsund,  by  order  and  for  the  acoount  of  the 
Swedish  Government. 

Before  giving  a  positive  answer  to  that  note,  the 
undersigned  considers  it  indispensabij  nccessarf 
to  apply  to  the  former  Department  ol  the  Afihiis 
of  Pomerania  for  the  reqmred  information  on  the 
subject  in  question.  He  will  not  faiL  on  receiv- 
ing it,  to  lay  the  affair  before  the  King,  and  to 
communicate  immediatelv  His  Bfajesty's  answer 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  ather 
through  Mr.  De  Kantzow,  or  by  addressing  U  di- 
rectly to  Mr.  Russell. 

The  undersiffned  seizes  this  occasion  to  renew 
to  Mr.  Russell  the  assurances  of  his  most  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

COUNT  O'ENGBSTROM. 


Tnis  prc^rtv  was  estimated,  whea  it  came  to 
the  lime  dispoMU  of  the  Swedish  Goif>emaient,  at 
one  hundred  and  ninety^two  dtoosand  riz  doUaia, 
FomeNiDtan  eurtency ;  and  was  actually  sold  to  a 
liaglr  meHshant  for  one  hundred  and  fifty^otte 
thoasand  dollars  of  the  same  money. 

Aoeordiag  toanesiimatecommiinieated  by  Mr. 
fi^ieyer  to  the  Baron  de  Wetterstedt  on  the  5th  of 
Oetebetr,  1811,  the  first  «ost  of  tlK  pvoperiy  in  the 
IMied  States  was  one  handred  and  tea  thotisand 
Spanish  dollars. 

In  wtotever  way,  therefore,  this  propi^ty  be 
Yaltied,  the  amount  is  too  small  to  embarrass  the 
Swedish  Government  for  an  instant  in  providing 
the  fequhrite  funds  for  the  indemnification  of  the 
AuMrican  claimants.  Small,  however,  as  this. 
muNMnt  may  be,  and  little  as  it  is  calculated  to 
juttlfy  a  refusal  of  indemnity  under  the  pretest  of 
taahility,  it  hasualbriuiMtt^y  been  found  sufficient 
flnrkfosly  to  injure  the  American  owners,  and  to 
fedn«e>se«ae  of  ehem  to  laeDlvaney  and  ruin. 


Afr.  MtmtU  to  Ae  Seenktrp  oj 

STocsnoLM,  (kL  16,  IB18, 

Sir  :  Before  making  any  further  commanica- 
tion  in  relation  to  the  Stralsund  daims,  f  believed 
it  to  be  proper  to  pre|p«re  the  fiNredirh  Minister  for 
its  reception^.  I  availed  myself  aeeordin|^  Cor 
this  purpose  of  the  interview  which  I  oblaiBed  en 
the  3d  instant. 

Count  d*Engestrom,  as  usod,  approached  the 
subject  with  nraeh  repugaance,  and  tras  evidently 
embarrassed  in  finding  an  apology  for  his  extiaor- 
dinary  silence  in  relation  to  it.  He  did  remmd 
me,  indeed,  that  the  business  was  not  enipBmUy  of 
his  department,  but  appeared  to  beawwe  that  this 
circumstance  eonld  no  longer  aceoaat  for  his  pev- 
severanee  in  avoiding  all  discasNOB.  He  t»tt*e- 
fore  abandoned  this  ground,  confessed  himadf  in 
fault,  and  assored  me  of  his  prompt  alteiition  to 
any  communication  which  I  migfat  now  think  ex- 
pedient to  make  on  the  subject  With  regard  to 
the  merits  of  the  daims,  he  obeer¥ed  tw  the 
Swedish  Government  had  mudi  to  wv  m  its  de- 
foace,  but  he  aeknowledged  that  he  6uad  great 
diffieaity  in  gettmg  over  a  aort  of  fa 
had  betiKgiven  to  aeeord«n  aadaaBAiiy; 
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ill  refleetiM  «i  thb  oMMrenatkm,  I  omeeived  it 
niglii  be  oanol- still  to  make  oae  eflfort  move,  be- 
ore  I  took  leave  of  tttembicet,  by  commtmieatiiig 
be  dedanatkni  ipkiok  you  aad  prasoribed  to  me  in 
«ur  last  iastraotioits.  The  expcessions  of  the 
CiDg,  at  tbe  time  i  presented  my  eredentials,  •were, 
s  1  hare  already  inlormed  you,  more  preoise 
gainst  the  jastiee  of  the  claims  than  any  I  had 
lefore  heard  mm  him;$  and  1  had  reason  to  beliore 
hat  Count  d'fingcBtiom  had  been  instmeted  to 
ake,  in  the  oonTersation  which  I  have  mentioQed 
bove,  that  ground    To  prevent,  if  possible,  oich 

course,  I  telieved  it  mipit  benBefni  to  antieipate 
be  contemplated  moremenl,  and  to  interpret  the 
ilence  in  respect  to  our  claims  into  a  recognition 
if  their  justice,  and  to  nroflt  of  the  confession  of 
!)ount  d'Engestrom,  **  mat  there  had  been  a  sort 
>f  promise  en  Indemnity."  In  this  Tiew,  a  strong 
nd  rather  spirited  nofe  appeared  to  me  alone  oaf 
uiated  to  haTe  the  desired  effect.  I  therefore,  on 
be  5th  instant,  presented  to  tiie  Count  d'finges- 
rom  a  note,  of  mich  the  enolooed  (A)  is  a  oopy. 

I  did  not  neaf  any  thine  in  reply  Irom  the  Coast 
intil  the  13th  instant,  wEcn  I  reoeived  fipom  him 
^  note  inviting  me  to  fopair  to  the  Vomgtk  Ofiee 
«i  the  day  foUowing. 

When  I  Waited  on  him,  on  the  14th,  agreeably 
0  his  appointment,- he  began  the  conrenation  by 
»b8er?in^  that  he  had  not  yei  been  able  to  obtain 

definitive  deeiston  on  my  prapotitions  relative  to 
ommerce,  although  he  was  in  daily  ei^pectatien 
f  beings  aothonsm  to  communicate  to  me  such  a 
tecision.  He  then  staHed  that  he  had  been  coil»- 
oanded  to  invite  me  to  dine  with  the  King  the 
text  day,  as  His  Majesty  desired  to  converse  with 
ne  ooBoeming  the  Stralsttntt claims ;  but  he  added, 
vith  evident  embarrassmeat  and  much  hesitation, 
'  I  dare  not  present  your  note  to  His  M^esty,  and 
;  hope  yott  do  not  wish  to  Quarrel  witn  us."  I 
u}uld  not  bat  be  surprised  at  his  alarm,  and  I  a»- 
4ired  him  tbst  if  mv  note  had  been  well  trans- 
ated  he  eoM  have  round  nothing  in  it  of  a  hos- 
ile  character ;  on  the  contrary,  it  had  been  dio- 
ated  by  the  most  unqualUM  coiiidtnce  in  the 
ustice  and  Iriendship  of  hie  eorereign.  He  re- 
oiBed,tbat  it  had  caused  hi«^  great  affliotiDO,and 
le  hoped  that  I  would  not  insist  on  his  eomrnunt- 
»ating  that  note  to  the  King,  ae  it  would  be  tiie 
Bost  disagifeeaUe  act  that  he  had  ever  performed 
luring  the  longperiod  thathehad  bee»iaoffioe.  He 
^atffcated  me  to  allow  him  to  return  it,  «id  to  con- 
pent  to  addrem  lo  himanofher,  which  should  sia- 
>lv  remind  him  of  my.nrevious  «om«i«liictNliQBS, 
irhieh,  hewmarked,  Imd  been  quitestronjif  enough, 
ind  he  engjiged  that  snob  a  note  shonM  have  a 
full  and  early  unwef.  I  replied  (that,  as  the  note 
Uready  delivered  nppeared  entirely  fitted  to  (he 
3ocasion,  I  could  not  coneeat  to  withdraw  it,  nor 
sibnndon  tfafeground  that  had  been  taken.  If  he 
found,  contraiy  to  what  had  been  intended  or  ex- 
pected, nny  thug  harsh  in  that  aote^  still  it  might 
^e  well  for  him  to  retain  it,  as  a  memorial  of  the 
ieelings  that  had  been  excited  b^  the* conduct  df 
:he  Swedish  Gk>vernm«nt  Willing,  however,  tc 
place  him  at  his  ease,  I  consented  to  write  anotner 
lote,  in  the  manner  he  had  requested.    He  ac- 


ceded to  these  proposals,  and  agreed  to  keep  the 
note  which  had  occasioned  so  much  inquietude. 
On  my  part  I  addressed  to  him,  on  the  same  day, 
another  note,  of  which  the  oielosed  (B)  is  a  nopy. 

It  has  aa>peared  necessary  to  trouole  you  witn 
these  details,  in  order  to  explain  to  you  thesuo- 
cessive  delivery  of  two  notes,  so  different  in  char- 
acter, in  so  short  an  interval  of  time. 

My  views  in  writing  the  first,  and  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  second  was  delivered, 
have  been  alreadv  stated :  but  I  cannot  forbear  to 
acquaint  vou  witn  tbe  real  reasons  for  my  proceed- 
ings in  relation  to  the  latter. 

It  was  not  from  any  deference  to  the  sensibili- 
ties of  Count  d'Engestrom,  or  to  those  <^  the 
King,  (however  rehiotant  I  might  be  unnecessarily 
to  wound  them.)  that  induced  me  to  aequiesce  in 
the  wishes  whien  the  Mmister  had  eipressed  to  be 
saved  from  tbe  painful  necessity  of  acting  on  my 
note  of  the  5th  instant.  Notwithstanding  hie  dee- 
lamtions,  I  was  fiilly  persuaded  that  the  contents 
of  that  note  had  actuaMjr  bera  communicated  Id 
the  Eiuf.  This  persuasion  was  indueed,  not  otidy 
by  the  time  which  had  ehqpsed  (a  period  of  seven 
days)  between  the  receipt  of  that  note  by  CouBt 
d'Angeslrom,  and  his  dsicovery  that  he  dared  not 
deliver  it  to  theKing^but  by  the  invilatiofifor  mie 
to  dine  with  the  King  the  next  daj,  in  order  to 
conrvetse  concerning  mese  claims ;  (or  this  invita- 
tion nrost  hare  f eswted  from  a  knowledge  of  that 
note.  From  this  fiiot  I  was  reluctantly  obliged  to 
infer  that  my  note  had  failed  in  its  main  object, 
that  of  obtaining  indemnity  without  further  dis- 
cussion. I  was  now  reduced  to  the  alternative  of 
either  delivering  a  new  note,  and  listening  to  a 
tardy  attempt  at  justification,  or  of  ranninf  the 
risk,  by  pressing  that  alreaay  delivered,  of  fur- 
nishing a  pretext  for  an  abrupt  termination  of  all 
discussion  J  and  perhaps  for  a  categorical  rejection 
of  the  claims.  Hie  interest  of  the  claimants  ap- 
peared to  recommend  the  former  course,  and  I 
accordingly  adopted  it  And  this  I  did  the  more 
willtngly  as  the  stimulus  already  given  had  pm- 
duced  all  the  excitement  of  a  favorable  tenrdency 
that  cocdd  be  ocpeeled  from  it,  and  ft  seemed  fiu- 
deiit  toadminiMier  a  palliativ^  in  order  to  preveitt 
consequences  more  vident  toan  had  or^lnally 
been  contemplated. 

Agreeably  to  the  invitation  above  mentioned, 
I  dined  yesterday  with  the  King  at  his  couttHy 

Ealaee  of  Rosendala.  Immediately  after  dinner, 
e  desired  me  and  Count  d^ngestrom  to  accom- 
pany him  into  his  private  apartments.  He  thei% 
at  once  introdoced  the  subject  of  the  claims,  and 
eipveand  a  regret  that  all  the  eirenmstances  ctw- 
nected  with  that  transaction  had  not  hitherto  been 
cemmunicated  to  the  American  GovernttM^tft  ffe 
observed  that  tfause  circumstances,  he  believed, 
wouM  palliate,  if  not  justify,  the  conduct  of  Swe- 
den in  that  transaction,  and  that  they  should  be 
immediately  addressed  to  me.  He  then  gave  41- 
rectiotts  to  Count  d'Bngestrom,  in  conformity 
with  this  declaration,  and,  in  doing  so,  he  alluded 
to  an  order  of  the  French  Govenmaent,  des^ 

Inuting  the  objects  to  which  the  proceeds  of'tlie 
Amenean  property  were  to  beappiied.    He^ddei 
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that  he  was  still  disposed  to  do  all  he  could  for  the 
relief  of  the  American  sufferers ;  bat  thaL  as  he 
had  nothing  excepting  military  stores  at  his  dis- 
posal for  that  object,  he  coula  furnish  this  relief 
in  articles  of  that  description  only.  1  simply  re- 
plied that  we  could  not  have  expected  that  new 
nets  would  hare  been  brought  forward  at  this 
late  dav,  after  the  earnest  manner  in  which  we 
had  so  long  urged  these  claims;  and  that  I  eould 
hardly  believe — I  might  say  hope — ^that  these  facts 
were  of  a  nature  to  justify  the  Swedish  QoTem- 
ment,  and  exempt  it  from  all  responsibility.  I 
was,  however,  entirely  disposed  to  give  to  these 
facts,  whatever  they  might  be,  a  candid  consid- 
eration. 

I  am  now  waiting,  with  much  solicitude,  for 
the  communication  which  has  been  promised,  and, 
mitil  it  be  received^  I  must  refrain  from  giving 
an  opinion  in  relation  to  the  final  issue  of  this 
business. 

After  what  I  have  written  above,  I  ought  to 
add,  that  the  manner  of  the  Eling,  always  gra- 
cious, was  peculiarly  so  on  this  occasion ;  and,  so 
far  from  his  betraying  any  signs  of  displeasure  at 
any  thing  I  had  done,  he  was  unusually  prodigal 
of  his  professions  of  friendship  for  the  American 
Government  and  people,  and  of  his  attentions  to 
their  Minister.  There  were  several  other  topics 
introduced  into  this  conversation,  which,  as  tney 
have  no  relation  to  the  subject  of  this  letter,  I 
jhall  reserve  for  another  communication. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  4bc., 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

A. 

Mr.  Russell  to  Cownt  cPEngestnm. 

Stockholm,  Oct.  5, 1818. 

The  undersigned.  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  has  the  honor  to 
acquaint  his  excellency  the  Count  d'Engestjrom, 
Minister  of  State  and  of  Foreign  Affairs,  that  it 
is  not  without  surprise  and  pain  that  the  Ameri- 
can Qovernment  has  learned  that  all  the  repre- 
sentations which  have  hitherto  been  made  to  the 
Government  of  Sweden  concerning  its  voluntary 
seizure  and  sale  of  the  bona  fide  property  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  at  Stralsund,  in  1811, 
have  not  only  remained  without  effect  in  obtain- 
ing a  just  indemnity,  but  have  not  even  been  no- 
ticed with  the  common  courtesy  of  an  answer. 

Reluctantly,  indeed,  would  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  be  persuaded  that  this  ungra- 
cious silence  was  intended  to  add  indignity  to 
injustice.  The  character  of  both  GoTernments 
forbids  such  a  construction ;  for  it  is  believed  that 
they  are  both  equally  incapable  of  offering  or  suf- 
fering an  injury  of  this  description. 

It  IS  now  more  than  two  years  since  the  under- 
signed had  the  honor  to  present  to  his  excellency, 
on  the  3d  of  September,  1816,  the  facts  on  which 
tile  American  claims  are  founded.  If  the  inter- 
ference of  a  private  agent  of  the  American  claim- 
ants furnished  good  cause  for  suspending  all  com- 
munication between  the  two  Governments  on  the  { 
saqject,  yet,  when  that  interference  had  terminated  1 


without  effect,  (and  it  did  so  tctmiittan 

a  year  since,  as  appeus  hj  a  letter «a:. 

to  the  Baron  de  Wettosiedt,  ^iki-J-j 

her,  1817,)  the  fitness  of  such  codk-^ 

tween  the  two  Governments  was  hxI 

stored.    It  was  in  this  conviction  ikt^ 

signed  addressed  a  note  to  his  ezeeLr-. 

loth  of  February  last,  refening  todait: .: 

tioned,  of  the  3d  of  September,  Mc!i 

urging  an  early  attention  to  the  Amn^ 

It  was  not  until  the  27th  of  April  ikisi 

sicned  was  favored  with  even  snaeki:^ 

of  the  bare  receipt  of  thb  ooteof  U);>:; 

February,  and  since  that  time  he  hisifij: 

ther  from  his  excellency  in  respect  to  i^:: 

The  only  inference  consistent  wiilti.^ 

and  honorable  feelings  of  both  Gojomin 

it  is  now  permitted  to  draw  from  tkn^- 

though  tacit  refusal  on  the  ptrtofaeiKj 

Government  to  enter  into  ail  dise»:  3^ 

merits  of  the  question,  is,  that  theeriflc^ 

quentlv  acknowledged  justice  d  tbe  r.  z 

not  only  left  little  room  for  sochitiixs^' 

has,  added  to  the  repeated  declaaQ»e^  * 

tures  of  the  Swedish  GovemioeBt.  |ff|5!^^ 

that  Crovernment,  to  recognise  the  ^• 

more  than  an  imflUd  promise  to  aceod^*^^ 

indenmity.     It  is,  therefore,  from  a  oe^- 

the  good  faith  as  well  as  in  the  josuced ''^ 

dish  Majesty's  Govemment  ihAttaekr^^^ 

is  drawn,  and  that  the  underffgoedisa^'^ 

authorized,  but  rejoiced  to  beable,Br'Jt> 

structions  which  ne  has  iust  nednL^,^ 

from  entering  further  at  this  timeioB^^ 

able  discussion  of  right,  and  to  cob^k^* 

desiring  his  excellency  Co  state,  Mf^^ 

utmost  amount  which  His  Majestjf  «^j^" 

generosity  and  commiseration  of  tttSiJ*^ 

immediately  concerned,  as  well  asr^^/ 

for  equity,  and  his  consideration  »» "»^. 

the  Govemment  of  the  United  Sb»*^ 

to  accord  for  the  relief  and  '^^^^^fZiii 

ferers,and  the  mode  in  which  it  tff*''''^ 

to  furnish  that  amount  a 

The  undersigned  takes  leavettgi|-^^^ 
lency  that  to  the  raioe  of  the  »^*J^  ^ 
be  added  the  amount  of  the  A*".^ 
paid  by  the  proprietors,  and  ^^^TZ^^ 
terest  of  more  than  seven  yein,*""^ 
tute  an  adequate  indemnity.  i;A(^iif» 
The  pure  and  lofty  Ipi^^^^^^L^tlt 
can  Govemment  never  cease*  jj  ^^t 
practise  in  its  intercourse  with  aU  ni^^^ 
confident  expectation  which  jJj^^^V'f 
monarch  who  has  been  ^'^^T^^Ztg^k 
his  virtues  wiU  be  distinguished  «*";>» 
nity  of  his  reign,  forbid  all  ^^;^)f 
sion  that  the  request  which  the  anj«^ 
now  stated  to  hiscxceUency  wiU  not  w 
by  a  prompt  and  satisfactorf  «oinj»»J^;^ 
The  unierdgned  avails  hW  ^  fl 
to  renew  to  lus  excellency  the  assonn^ 

highest  consideiation.  ^ncQi^l 

JONATHAN  BOSSW' 

Count  D'Enoebtbom. 


i 
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Mr.  RuakU  to  Count  d^Engwtfom, 

Stockholm,  OOcber  14, 1818. 

The  undersigned,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
he  United  States  of  America,  has  the  honor  to 
Lcquaint  his  excellency  the  Count  d'Engestrom, 
Vlinister  of  State  and  of  Foreign  Affairs,  that  the 
nstructions  which  he  has  received  make  it  his  duty 
:o  call  the  attention  of  the  Swedish  Government 
mce  more  to  the  claims  of  American  citizens  for 
ndemnity  for  their  property  sequestered  at  Stral- 
und,  in  tne  year  1810,  and  there  sold  the  year  fol- 
owin^,  by  the  order  and  for  the  sole  account  of  His 
Swedish  Majesty's  Government. 

From  a  confiaence  in  the  justice  and  liberality 
)f  his  Majesty,  the  undersigned  forbears  at  this 
ime  from  actmg  on  his  instructions  in  their  full 
ipirit  and  extent,  and  confines  himself  to  requesting 
iis  Excellency  to  cause  this  matter  to  be  taken 
nto  immediate  consideration^  and  to  obtain  thereon 
in  early  and  equitable  decision. 

The  undersigned  trusts  that  the  representations 
vhich  he  has  suready  made  on  this  subject,  partic- 
ilarly  in  his  note  of  the  3d  of  September,  1816, 
litherto  unanswered,  render  it  now  unnecessary  for 
lim  to  enter  into  a  turther  discussion. 

The  undersigned  seizes  this  occasion  to  renew 
o  his  excellency  the  assurance  of  his  highest 
consideration. 

JONA.  RUSSELL. 


for  my  not  having  sooner  transmitted  to  you  the 
enclosed  papers.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  occ. 

JONA.  RUSSELL. 


Mr,  RuwR  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Florence,  Eibruary  22,*  1819. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you, 
taclosed,  a  note  received  at  Berlin,  from  the  Count 
I'Engestrom,  in  reply  to  that  which  I  had  addressed 
o  him,  on  the  14th  of  October  last,  in  relation  to 
he  Stralsund  claims.  This  reply  was  not  only 
iDsatisfactory,  but  it  was  entirely  at  variance  with 
he  spirit  of  the  verbal  assurances  which  had  been 
Qade  to  me.  To  have  left  it  without  a  comment 
vould,  I  believe,  have  given  it  a  weight  to  which 
t  was  not  entitled,  and  might  have  heea  construed 
nto  an  admission,  on  my  jpart,  that  the  facts  and 
irguments  which  it  contained  were  incontroverti- 
)le  and  unanswerable.  To  prevent  such  a  con- 
traction, and  to  fulfil  your  last  instructions,  which  I 
lad  hitherto  deferred  communicatinfi^,  in  hopes  that 
m  equitable  decbion  of  the  Swedbn  Government 
night  have  rendered  my  so  doing  unnecessary,  I 
iddressed  to  Count  d'Engestrom,  from  Vienna,  a 
lote,  of  which  you  wiU  also  find  a  copy  enclosed. 
;  hope  that  the  reasons  here  stated,  and  the  pecu- 
iarity  of  my  situation,  may  rescue  the  course 
Arhich  I  have  pursued  from  censure. 

To  avoid  repetition,  I  referred  the  Swediih  Min- 
ster generally  to  my  note  of  the  6th  of  September, 
L816.  In  that  note  he  will  find  that  he  himself 
n  formed  Mr.  Speyer  that  the  American  merchan- 
lise  was,  on  the  l2th  of  August,  1811,  at  the  sole 
[isposition  of  the  Swedish  Government. 

This  is  the  first  opportunity  that  I  have  had  of 
:ommunicating  with  the  United  States  since  I  left 
Vienna,  which,  I  trust,  will  satisfactorily  account 
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Cowd  d'Engestrom  to  Mr.  Russell. 

Stockholm,  October  27, 1818. 

The  undersigned.  Minister  of  State  and  of  For- 
eign Afiairs,  has  laid  before  the  King  his  august 
sovereign,  the  note  which  Mr.  Russell,  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
did  him  the  honor  to  address  to  him,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  renewing  his  claim  in  behalf  of  certain 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  of  indemnity  for 
losses  sustained  by  them  in  Swedish  Pomerania, 
by  the  confiscation  of  certain  vessels  and  cargoes, 
their  property. 

The  undersigned  thinks  it  unnecessary  to  reca- 
pitulate the  details  of  an  afiair,  all  the  material 
circumstances  of  which  are  already  known  to  Mr. 
Russell.  It  occurred  at  an  unfortunate  period, 
when  a  despotic  sway^  embracing  all  parts  of  the 
globe,  exercised  its  disastrous  influence  alike  on 
friends  and  foes;  and  when  France,  the  ally  of 
America,  was  equally  regardless  of  her  interest  as 
those  of  other  Powers. 

It  it  an  undisputed  fact  that  the  American  ves- 
sels in  question  entered  the  ports  of  Pomerania 
whilst  that  province  was  still  under  the  dominion 
of  Sweden ;  but  scarcely  was  the  French  Govern- 
ment informed  of  it,  when  it  gave  orders  to  its- 
agent  in  Pomerania  to  demand  the  seizure  and  con- 
fiscation of  these  vessels  to  the  benefit  of  France  ; 
alleging,  in  justification  of  this  violent  pretension, 
the  system  called  continental,  under  which  France 
then  cloaked  her  projects  of  progressive  encroach- 
ment, menacing  all  Europe,  but  which  had,  not- 
withstanding, ^n  admitted  by  it,  and  was  ac- 
ceded to  by  all  the  European  Powers  at  peace  with 
the  Frencn  Empire.  The  imposing  force  at  that 
time  kept  up  by  France  in  those  coimtries  left  no 
alternative  to  the  Swedish  Gk)vernment,  which 
was  reluctantly  compelled  to  acquiesce  in  her  de- 
mands. The  steps  then  taken  by  Sweden  wi^ 
the  French  Government,  to  obtain  a  transfer  to 
her  of  the  property  thus  confiscated,  were  prompt- 
ed by  a  desire  to  restore  it  to  the  lawful  owners : 
but  tney  proved  inefiectual,  France  having  agreea 
to  the  transfer  on  certain  conditions  only,  expressly 
stimulating  that  the  proceeds  of  these  cargoes  should 
be  immediately  employed  in  placing  Pomerania  in 
a  state  of  defence  against  the  English  naval  force, 
which  then  threatened  all  the  shores  of  the  Baltic. 

To  this  object,  wholly  foreign  to  the  particular 
interests  of  Sweden,  they  were  applied ;  and  the 
Swedish  Government  was  thereby  disappointed  in 
its  hopes  of  procuring  the  restitution  to  the  Ameri- 
can citizens,  the  original  owners  of  the  ships  and 
cargoes  now  under  consideration.  But,  as  an  in- 
contestable proof  of  its  sincere  desire  to  alleviate 
their  losses  as  far  as  depended  on  it,  an  inquiry 
was  instituted  in  concert  with  Mr.  Eckie,  a|;ent 
for  the  claimants ;  and  the  proposals  then  made  to 
him  for  the  attainment  of  the  object  just  alluded 
to^  with  his  rejection  of  them,  are  well  known  to 
Mr.  Russell. 
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It  was  cause  of  regret  to  the  Swedish  Gov- 
ernment that  the  coarse  suggested  by  it  was  not 
adopted,  as  it  seemed  to  be  the  only  one  adapted 
to  meet  the  riews  of  Mr.  Eckie.  His  Majesty 
feels  assured,  however,  of  the  disposition  oi  the 
United  States  to  do  justice  to  the  desire  mani- 
fested by  His  Majesty  on  this,  as  on  every  other 
.occasion,  of  doing  every  thing  possible  to  evince  his 
high  esteem  for  a  Power  with  which  it  is  his  con- 
stant wish  to  maintain  the  most  amicable  relations. 

In  pursuance  of  these  sentiments,  the  nnder- 
sigped  has  received  the  King's  commands  to  renew 
to  Mr.  Russell  the  assurance,  which  His  Majesty 
has  already  given  to  him  in  person,  of  the  satis- 
faction witn  which  he  would  discover  any  practi- 
caUe  mode  of  alleviatinfir  the  losses  sustained  by 
the  American  citizens  alluded  to,  through  the  con- 
jfiscation  of  their  property  in  Pomerania  in  1811. 
His  Majesty  has  a  particular  satisfaction  in  recoi- 
iectmg  that,  about  the  same  period,  the  Swedi^ 
Government  restored  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  thirty-three  vessels,  with  valuable  cargoes, 
then  under  detention  in  Sweden^  in  consequence 
of  a  fbrmal  requisition  of  the  mission  of  France  at 
Stockholm.  His  Majesty  availed  himself,  on  that 
occasion^  of  the  force  under  the  control  of  nis  Gov- 
ernment m  Sweden ;  but  he  saw,  with  deep  concern, 
the  impossibility  of  taking  corresponding  measures 
in  his  Pomeranian  territories^  they  being,  besides, 
M  well  in  virtue  of  their  particular  compacts  with 
France,  as  by  the  presence  of  the  French  armies, 
completely  under  tne  influence  of  the  continental 
system,  to  which  Prussia,  Denmark,  and  the  other 
Governments  on  the  shores  of  the  Baltic,  had  de- 
clared their  adherence. 

The  undersized,  in  conformity  to  these  orders 
of  the  King,  his  auffust  sovereign,  avails  himself, 
^th  pleasure,  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  Mr. 
Russell  the  assurance  of  his  high  consideration. 

COUNT  D'ENGESTROM. 


Majesty,  at  the  very  last  inteiTiewwbidk 
corded  to  the  undesigned,  and  ttwhidi-j 
lenpy  was  present,  expressly  called  ti!*:: 
of  his  excellency  to  a  particular  Doteof}f.«: 
Minister,  which  he  intimated  to  be  2 ^ 
which  he  offered  to  furnish  to  bis  ^m  . 
not  already  in  his  department,  for  (be:  c-j 
pose  of  being  communicated  to  tk  r:^.- 
cut  even  that  note  has  not  beeosoeoci:. 
nor  does  the  despatch  of  his  excelleiK;,-: 
most  remote  allusion  to  it.  Froioi.'.  . 
extraordinary,  the  undersigned  n  tv-.  / 
infer  that  the  note  of  the  French  Mi^n 
found,  on  examination,  not  to  \xdiz'. 
j ustif y  or  to  palliate  the  proceediogj  o(' 


y.K. 


Mr.  Ru9M  to  Uh  CcwU  ^Efngestmrn. 

ViEMNA,  December  12,  1818. 

The  xindersigned.  Minister  Plcfnipotentiary  of  the 
t^nited  States  of  America,  has  the  honor  to  ac- 
'  knowledge  the  receipt  of  tne  note  which  his  ex- 
cellencrthe  Count  d'Engestrom,  Minister  of  State 
itnd  of  Foteijgn  Afiairs,  addressed  to  him  at  Berlin, 
nnd^r  date  of  the  2l7th  October  last.  Hb  excel- 
lency trill  not  be  surprised  to  learn  that  the  under- 
signed'has  been  able  to  discover  nothing  in  that 
note  calculated  to  discharge  the  Swedish  Govern- 
Uj^t  ftom  its  obligation  of  providing  an  adequate 
indemnity  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  for 
the  cdnfiscation  of  their  merchandise,  in  1811,  at 
Stralsundj  then  under  the  dominion  or  Sweden. 

^he  undersigned  had  confidently  expected,  from 
the  conversations  with  which  he  haa  so  recently 
been  honored  by' His  Majesty  the  King,  and  by  his 
excellency  the  Count  d'Engestrom,  that,  whatever 
objections  might  have  been  entertained  to  the  jus- 
tice of  the  American  claims,  they  would,  in  this 
tardy  communication,  have  been  distinctly  and 
definitely  stated,  and  supported  by  documents  of 
an  authentic  and  unimpeachable  character.    His 


Grovernment.     It  was  not  without  gi^a:: 
pointment  and  regret,  aAer  hariii^i^iis 
courafi^ed  to  expect  an  explanat^Lkn.-* 
cise,  If  not  satbfactory,  thatkitii^ 
ireferred  by  his  excellency,  in  i  us  ^TrL*: 
general  manner,  for  a  vindicatiofiii^i:^! 
of  that  Government,  exclusivelj  £  ^ '^'^ 
measures  of  France  under  the  sjSffipi 
denominated  continental,  withoat  6iiivf : 
timation  of  any  specific  ipxoi]md:i'^< 
which  could  apply  to  this  case,  or  ik  f.^  j 
proof  of  its  actual  applicatioo.  Tk  ^<'- 1 
feels  not  the  smallest  henitatioQ  is  iu.%  •  \ 
entire  conviction  that  there  wasnossifj  -  \ 
and  BO  such  application.   It  is  in  t'*'^ 
has  sought  in  the  imperial  decree fiss^M 
Berlin,Milan,  Rambouiliet,orclsewiRKy'J| 
that  system  was  fbuoded,  fof  tbediri!!''^  j 
a  provision;  and  it  is  not  pennitwi^-ri 
sume  that  any  Government,  bowefes^  | 
at  the  time  to  the  views  of  the  fmi^\ 
could  have  gratuitously  coDjentedtofl^  j 
evils  of  those  arbitrary  mandates  ^v^- 
application  ;  and  still  less  is  i\  tokl^'. ; 


a  pretext,  from  interested  monT6,«sfc*j'  : 
sought  in  that  unrig:bteous  ifsrfflt'^j.j;, 
violence,  or  to  sanction  rhtva;^'^^''^ 
not  most  explicitly  and  impeW^*^^!^ 
demand  which  his  excellcnt^sf^^j;^^ 
made  by  the  agent  of  the  ^-^S* 
Pomerania  for  the  seizure  ^^^^i^ 

the  continental  syst6m,of  tki-^^^^Vf- 
diseTor  the  account  of  ^F»^^^,,- 


too  degrading  and  ^J^^'^^J^ JJIJ^Sireifli;  f 
qualified  compliance  on  the  p"*  v^ ,, : 
that  it  did  not  obtain  suchac«»P^.i 
controvertible,  from  the  notorwus J"^,*^- 
mierchandise,  although  seized  bp^°.^ 
thoritics  on  thelOlhof  June,181«i^ 
cated,but  held  in  a  state  of  sgo^^fo 
until  the  French  Minister  at  ^^;^c 

note  of  the  12th  of  July,  18n»«"'^Si  '• 
sent  of  his  sovereign  to  ri»«  ^^l^'X-ift. 
sequestration,  on  the  sole  condmon « '  .^. 
nial  produce  which  it  affected  sbooij^^;; 
troduced  into  France,  or  Into  tne  ^^ 
Cofifederation  of  the  Rhine,  i^";' ^ij/^ 

demand  of  the  French  a^a»^'"  vfiU'' 
ed,  as  his  excellency  states,  on  m^   ^ 

tem,  produced,  therefore,  a  WJ^  J^^ 

only,  and  furnished  no  pretatr'*^  ^ 
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stnd  final  confiscation  of  the  merchandise  to  which 
it  applied,  and  no  extenuation  of  its  injustice. 
The  undersiffoed  is  not  disposed  now  to  deny  that 
I  demand  of  this  kind  was  made,  as  the  note  of 
^he  French  Minister  just  mentioned  implies  the 
previous  participation  of  France  in  the  act  of 
sequestration ;  yet,  that  demand  having  never  heen 
communicated  to  the  American  Government  in 
the  shape  in  which  it  was  preferred,  as  courtesy,  if 
not  right,  appeared  to  require,  it  ma)r  be  permitted 
:o  entertain  some  doubt  in  respect  to  its  precise  im- 
}ort  and  extent,  particularly  as  it  was  allowed  to 
lave  iMit  a  partial  and  transitory  effect  It  neces- 
sarily follows,  from  the  facts  which  the  under- 
signed has  now  had  the  honor  to  present,  that  the 
continental  system,  or  any  demand  of  the  French 
igent  in  Pcmi^rania,  whatever  influence  they  might 
mduiy  have  had  in  causing  the  original  seizure, 
^ould  have  had  none  in  producing  the  final  sale 
)f  the  merchandise,  and  the  appropriation  of  its 
proceeds  by  the  Government  oi  Sweden. 

The  unaersigned  is  far  from  being  disposed  to 
vindicate  the  continental  system,  or  the  acquies- 
lence  of  any  nation  in  its  iniquitous  requisitions ; 
>ut  bis  excellency  appears  to  have  formed  an 
nrroneous  estimate  of  the  extent  of  bodi.  None 
)f  the  nations  whose  dominions  border  on  the  BaU 
:ic  ever  coaamitted,  in  relation  to  the  United 
States,  nor,  it  is  believed,  in  rdation  to  other 
riendly  nations,  any  act  similar  to  that  for  which 
he  undersigned  has  been  instructed  to  ask  in- 
lemnity  from  Sweden.  Of  the  conduct  of  Russia 
md  Prussia  during  the  continental  system,  the 
Jnited  States  have  no  cause  to  complain ;  and  if 
3enmark  imposed  a  sequestration,  towards  the 
ilose  of  the  year  1809,  on  American  vessels  and 
heir  cargoes  in  her  ports,  that  sequestration  con- 
inued  for  a  few  months  only,  and  the  American 
woperty  subjected  to  it  was  restored  without  ex- 
;eption.  to  the  lawful  owners.  If  the  United 
States  nave  now  claims  on  Denmark,  it  is  for  the 
awless  depredations  of  her  privateers,  and  the  un- 
ust  decision  of  her  tribunals,  and  not  for  the  con- 
iscation,  without  the  form  of  a  trial,  of  property 
icknowledged  to  be  American,  and  iairly  and  reff- 
tlarly  entered  at  her  custom-nouses.  Of  all  the 
lations  bordering  on  the  Baltic,  it  was  left  for 
Sweden  alone  to  receive  duties,  and  summarily 
md  peremptorily  to  confiscate  the  merchandise, 
vithout  suggesting  a  doubt  of  its  origin  or  owner- 
hip.  Suen  are  the  facts ;  and  they  save  the  un- 
[ersigned^  from  the  necessity  of  protesting  against 
he  doctrine  that  the  violence  or  injustice  of  one 
jrovemment  can  be  drawn  into  precedent,  and 
lited  as  authority  to  sanction  the  wrongs  of 
mother. 

Waiving  at  this  time  all  further  consideration 
^f  the  original  act  of  sequestration  at  Stralsund  in 
.810,  whatever  might  have  been  its  source,  or  the 
njuries  which  it  inflicted  on  the  unoffending  and 
lonfiding  citizens  of  the  United  States,  the  under- 
igned  cannot  refrain  from  repeating  distinctlj^  to 
lis  excellency  the  facts  on  which  the  American 
i^overnment  founds  its  claims  for  indemnity  for 
he  ultimate  sale  and  appropriation  of  the  seques- 
ered  property  by  the  Qovernment  of  Sweden. 


The  note  above  mentioned  of  the  B^Mron  Alqnier, 
the  French  Minister  at  Stockholm,  of  the  12ih  of 
July,  1811,  left  that  property  at  the  free  dunosal 
of  the  Swedish  Qovernment,  on  the  sole  concfition 
already  stated ;  and  that  Government,  instead  of 
availing  itself  of  the  lib^ty  thus  accorded  to  ter- 
minate the  sequester,  and  to  restore  the  property 
to  the  American  owners,  profited  by  the  accidental 
possession  acquired  by  the  sequester  to  sell  that 
property  on  its  own  account. 

The  Swedish  Government,  forgetting  its  pre- 
vious assurances,  and  disregarding  the  incontro- 
vertible rights  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  friendly  relations  which  had  not  ceaited  to 
subsist  between  the  two  countries,  advertised  that 
property  for  sale  at  Stralsund  on  the  3d  day  of 
August,  1811,  actually  sold  it  on  the  14th  day  of 
the  same  month,  and  caused  the  proceeds  thereof 
to  be  paid  into  the  Swedisih  royal  treasury  in  Pom- 
erania.    These  facts,  it  is  believed,  will  not  be  con- 
tested, for  they  are  supported  by  documents  of  ac- 
knowledged authenticity.    Between  the  12th  of 
July,  1811.  the  day  on  which  this  property .wftft 
placed  at  tne  disposal  of  the  Swedish  Governm^ati 
and  the  2d  day  of  the  following  month,  on  which 
it  was  advertised  for  sale,  there  elapsed  twenty-on^ 
days  only — a  period  barely  sufficient  for  deciding 
on  the  royal  order  at  Stockholm,  and  for  its  trans- 
mission to  Stralsund,  and  for  the  preparation  and 
publication  of  the  advertisement.    The  undersigned 
IS  ignorant  of  the  date  of  that  order ;  but,  from  the 
consideration  just  suggested,  it  could  not  well  have 
been  issued  at  a  later  day  than  the  20th  of  the  same 
month  of  July,  and  consequently  not  more  than 
eight  days  after  the  note  of  the  Baron  Alquier  had 
announced  the  complete  liberation,  on  the  part  of 
Prance,  of  the  sequestered  property.    Whatever 
might  have  been  the  extravagance  and  versa tilitv 
of  the  predominant  despotism  of  the  time,  it  will 
not  be  presumed  that  the  Government  of  tne  Uni- 
ted Stetee  will  volunteer  a  belief  of  a  total  change 
of  policy  in  so  brief  a  period ;  and  that,  instead  of 
consenting  to  raise  the  sequester,  as  so  formally 
and  recently  announced,  it  had  been  capiiciousl^ 
resolved  to  proceed  to  immediate  confiscation.    'His 
excellency  must  be  aware  that  the  precise  orders 
received  from  the  French  Grovemment  during  that 
period  should  be  produced,  and  communicated  to 
the  American  Government,  to  obtain  its  faith  in 
the  existence  of  an  inconsistency  in  its  nature  so 
incredible.    But  neither  his  excellency  nor  any 
other  Swedish  functionary,  has  attempted  to  show 
that  any  such  orders  were  so  received ;  and  the 
undersigned  will  now  dare  to  trouble  his  exed- 
lency  with  proof,  not  merely  presumptive,  tlMit 
they  were  not.    A  -declaration  of  the  Swedish  au- 
thorities in  Pomerania  renders  it  certain  that  they 
at  least  acted  in  complete  ignorance  of  such  orders, 
as  well  as  of  all  French  interference  on  the  occa- 
sion, and  in  the  full  conviction  that  the  Swedish 
Government  at  Stockholm  had  the  exclusive  con- 
trol of  the  transaction.    This  declaration  is  con- 
tained in  the  reply  of  those  authorities,  on  the  9lh 
of  August,  1811,  to  a  memorial  presented  to  them 
on  ihe  6ch  of  that  month,  by  certain  merchants  of 
StralsmMl^  <m  behalf  of  themselves  aiid  of  their 
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American  constituents.  This  reply  clearly  mani- 
fests the  opinion  which  the  Swedish  regency  in 
Pomerania  entertained  of  the  justice  of  the  obWt 
of  the  memorial,  and  of  the  competency  of  their 
sorereign  to  decide  definitively  in  relation  to  it. 
It  is  likewise  evident,  from  their  engagement  to 
place  provisionally  the  proceeds  of  the  merchandise 
claimed  in  the  royal  chamber,  that  they  acted  in- 
dependently of  all  French  interference,  and  that 
there  was  no  agent  of  France  in  their  vicinity 
whom  they  felt  themselves  obliged  to  consult  or 
to  obey  in  this  proceeding. 

The  undersigned  presents  herewith  to  his  excel- 
lency a  copjr  of  the  translation,  by  a  sworn  inter- 
preter, of  tnis  reply,  as  well  as  of  the  memorial  it- 
self, as  they  are  l}oth  in  perfect  accordance  with 
the  statement  of  facts  now  submitted. 

But  the  evidence  which  irresistibly  carries  with 
it  conviction  that  the  royal  orders  issued  at  Stock- 
holm for  the  sale  of  the  sequestered  merchandise 
at  Stralsund  could  not  have  been  in  consequence 
of  any  reauisition  of  the  French  Government  re- 
ceived subsequently  to  the  note  above  mentioned 
of  the  Baron  Alquier,  of  the  12th  of  July,  1811,  is 
collected  from  another  note  from  that  Minister, 
addressed  to  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Royal, 
on  the  13th  of  August  of  the  same  year.  In  this 
note,  the  Baron  refers,  with  sufficient  precision, 
to  that  which  he  had  addressed  to  the  Swedish 
Minister  on  the  12th  of  the  preceding  month,  and 
clearly  admits,  by  the  manner  in  which  he  refers 
to  it,  that,  since  that  time,  he  had  neither  received 
from  his  Government,  nor  communicated  to  that 
of  Sweden,  any  instructions  whatever  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  merchandise  which  had  been  seques^ 
tered  in  Swedish  Pomerania.  The  Royal  order, 
therefore,  which  was  despatched  from  Stockholm 
in  sufficient  season  to  cause  the  advertisement  of 
that  merchandise  at  Stralsund  on  the  2d  day  of 
August,  must  have  been  the  free  and  spontaneous 
act  of  tne  Swedish  Government,  uninfluenced  by 
any  requisition  of  France. 

The  undersigned  dares  to  present  herein  to  his 
excellency  copies  of  the  two  notes  of  the  French 
Minister  already  mentioned,  as  it  is  possible,  from 
the  apparent  unacquaintance  of  his  excellency 
with  their  contents,  that  they  may  not  readily  be 
found  in  the  archives  of  his  Department. 

There  is  one  part  of  the  note  of  the  12th  of 
July  on  which  it  mav  still  be  proper  to  make  a 
few  observations.  The  duties  which  appeared  to 
have  been  sequestered  and  claimed  by  France,  as 
well  as  the  merchandise,  were  here  expressly  al- 
lowed to  be  received  for  the  account  of  the  Swe- 
dish Government,  while,  in  consenting  to  free  the 
merchandise,  there  is  no  intimation  of  its  ulterior 
appropriation.  The  duties  undoubtedlv  belonged 
to  Sweden,  and  merchandise,  at  least  that  part  of 
it  of  which  there  is  here  a  question,  to  citizens  of 
the  United  States;  and  if  the  French  Govern- 
ment had  for  a  time  claimed  both,  it  was  now 
obviously  its  intention  to  abandon  both  to  their 
lawful  owners  respectively.  Common  sense  and 
common  usage  can  sanction  no  other  construction ; 
for  tbe  right  of  Sweden  being  expressly  recog- 
nised to  the  duties  only,  necessarily  implied  a  de- 


nial of  her  ri^ht  to  the  merchajidise,  which  was 
not  so  recognised.  ExpreMio  unUts  eat  exehuio  at- 
tervus.  On  raising  the  sequester,  the  forties  con- 
cerned were  to  be  reinstated  in  their  respective 
rights ;  the  Swedish  Government,  therefore,  in  its 
subsequent  conduct  relative  to  merchandise,  ap- 
pears to  have  acted  not  only  without  the  coer- 
cion of  the  French  Emperor,  out  in  opposition  to 
his  intentions. 

The  note  of  the  12th  of  Julf  is  certainly  at 
variance,  both  in  its  tone  and  object,  with  that  of 
the  13th  of  August ;  but  whether  this  variance  is 
to  be  ascribed  to  the  temper  and  error  of  the  French 
Minister,  or  to  a  change  in  the  sentiments  and 
policy  ot  his  Government,  it  is  not  necessary  for 
the  undersigned  to  inquire ;  it  is  sufficient,  for  the 
justification  of  the  views  which  he  hms  now  pre- 
sented, that  my  note  of  the  12th  of  July  was  clear 
and  explicit  in  its  terms,  and  that  it  miequi  vocally 
iplaced  the  American  merchandise  at  the  sole  and 
unrestricted  disposal  of  Sweden.  Nor  does  it  be- 
long to  him  to  reconcile  the  new  pnx^s  of  tbe  con- 
stant friendship  given  by  the  French  Monarch  to 
that  of  Sweden  in  consenting,  on  the  12th  of 
July,  to  raise  the  se<]uester  on  the  colonial  pro- 
duce at  Stralsund  with  the  ungracioiis  demand, 
made  on  tha  13th  of  the  following  month,  to 
cause  that  produce  to  be  sold  under  the  inflec- 
tion of  the  French  vice-consul,  and  the  proceeds 
thereof  to  be  deposited  in  the  French  vice-con- 
sular chest.  The  demand,  made  at  Stockholm  on 
on  the  13th  of  August,  could  not  have  had  any 
influence  on  the  sale  of  the  merchandise  whicn 
took  place  at  Stralsund  on  the  very  next  daf ;  and 
it  is  certainly  unnecessary  to  intimate  the  impos- 
sibility of  imputing  to  that  demand  the  previons 
order  issued  at  Stockholm,  or  the  advertisement 
published  at  Stralsund,  in  conformity  to  which 
that  sale  was  efiected ;  besides,  the  fact  is  notorious 
as  already  stated,  that  the  French  vice-con^  was 
not  allowed  to  interfere,  and  that  the  proceeds  of 
the  merchandise  were  paid,  not  into  the  FrencJi 
vice-consular  chest,  but  into  the  Swedish  royal 
chamber  in  Pomerania. 

Were  any  proofs,  in  addition  to  that  contained 
in  the  reply  to  the  memorial  above  mentioned,  ne- 
cessary to  establish  the  entire  independence  of  tl» 
Swedish  regency  at  Stralsund  of  all  French  a»- 
thority,  and  that  they  acted  sdely  on  the  orders  of 
their  own  sovereign,  this  proof  would  be  conclu- 
sively furnished  by  the  note  of  die  French  Minister 
of  the  13th  of  August,  which  expressly  states  that 
they  refused  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  French 
vice-consul  without  first  consulting  their  Govern- 
ment and  asking  its  instructions.  It  is,  therefore, 
evident  that  neither  the  presence  of  the  French 
troops  in  Pomerania,  nor  the  treaties  of  Suveden 
with  France,  had  induced  even  the  Swedish  local 
authorities  to  the  necessity  of  submitting  to  the 
undefined  exactions  of  the  continental  system,  or 
of  obeying  the  commands  of  a  French  vice-eoasuL 
These  authorities  still  had  the  spirit,  sunouoded 
as  they  might  have  been  bv  troops  and  bv  treaties, 
to  act  in  conformity  to  the  orders  of  their  own 
sovereign  only ;  and  it  is  inconceivable  that  His 
Majesty,  aloof  from  all  the  danger,  at  Stockholm, 
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i  have  been  adriwd  to  piiifttte.a  leas  dijpified 
ndependeat  coiurse.  Toftt  he  did  not,  indeed, 
le  such  a  coarse,  is  apparent  not  only  from 
icts  already  stated,  but  trom  the  circumstance 
h  his  excellency  has  been  pleased  to  commo- 
e,  that  His  Majesty,  at  that  time,  caused 
^' three  American  Tessels,  richly  laden,  to  be 
ered  to  their  lawful  owners  in  the  jrarts  of 
den,  in  defiance  of  the  formal  requisition  of 
lission  of  France.  This  circumstance,  instead 
stifyuig  or  extenuating  the  sale  of  the  Amer- 

meKchandise  at  Strakund,  as  his  excellency 
ars  to  believe,  demonstrates  that  sale  to  have 

unnecessary,  either  from  a  respect  to  existing 
ies,  or  from  a  fear  of  offending  the  Grovem- 
t  of  France.  It  is  difficult  to  {>erceive  how 
excellency  could. attempt  to  sanction. an  act  of 
stice  and  violence,  which  he  affects  to  excuse 
i  a  deference  existing,  and  from  the  necessity 
Lelding  to  foreign  force,  by  a  simultaneous  act 
istice,  which  he  conaiden  to  be  the  more  mer« 
ous  because  it  was  performed  in  defiance*  of 


u 


.s  to  the  presence  of  French  troops  in  Pome- 
la,  it  does  not  appear  to  hare  had  any  influence 
he  txaasaction.  There  was  no  military  requi* 
>a  made  with  respect  to  the  American  property 
Stralsund  i  but  all  the  demands  of  Fmnce,  in 
tion  to  that  property,  as  far  as  they  are  Jbiown 
lie  oudersigned,  emanated  ficom  the  civil  depart- 
it  at  Paris,  and  were  communicated  to  the 
edish  Government  through  diplomatic  or  con- 
ir  functionaries  only,  unawed  by  any  allusion 
he  possible  intervention  of  an  armed  force. 
Yitn  the  actual  employment  of  the  proceeds  of 

confiscated  American  property,  the  Gk>vern- 
nt  of  the  United  States  considers  itself  as  hav- 
r  no  concern.  It  is  the  loss  of  that  property  by 
izens  of  the  United  States, through  an  arbitrary 
;  of  Sweden,  and  not  any  advantage  whica 
reden  did  or  did  not  derive  from  that  act^  which 
latitutes  the  ground  of  the  present  claim  for  com- 
Qsation.  To  whatever  object  those  proceeds 
:re  applied,  the  injury  sustained  by  the  American 
izens  remains  the  same.  Still  however,  the 
nerican  Government  might  be  inclined  to  regard 
e  violence  with  less  painful  feelinff^  had  it  been 
quired  for  the  promotion  of  some  object  essential 

Sweden,  and  not  gratuitously  committed  for  an 
iject,  as  his  excellency  asserts,  entirely  foreign  to 
ii  particular  interests. 

If,  contrary  to  all  the  evidence  and  aigument 
hich  the  undersigned  has  now  presented,  there 
lould,  as  his  excellency  states,  have  been  certain 
ipress  conditiona  imposed  by  France,  in  raising 
le  sequester,  (or  in  making  the  transfer,  a.s  his 
xcdlency  is  pleased  to  call  it,)  requiring  that  the 
urns  produced  by  the  sale  of  the  merchandise 
hould  be  applied  in  placing  Pomerania  in  a  state 
•f  defence,  his  excellency  will,  it  is  presumed,  feel 
he  propriety  of  communicating  these  conditions 
0  the  American  Government,  in  the  terms  in 
vhich  they  were  originally  expressed.  Such  a 
'ommunicalion  might,  at  leaat^  have  an  effect  in 
liminishing  the  impression  which  now  exists,  that 
the  sale  of  merchandise  was  the  spontaneous  act 


of  Sweden.  But  even  these  xondttietts,  however 
formal  and  categorical  they  might  have  beea; 
which  are  relied  on  as  an  apology  for  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Swedish  Government,  cottld  not  be  al- 
lowed to  discharge  that  Government  from  its  ohiif- 
gationa  to  provide  an  indemnity  to  the  Ameri^ 
can  citizens  whom  these  proceedings  injured.  If 
Sweden  had,  in  fact,  only  a  choice  of  evils,  and 
elected  the  less  in  order  to  avoid  the  greater,  she 
was  certainly  bound,  in  consequence  of  this  elec- 
tion, to  rqMiir  the  wrong  she  inJUcted  on  others  for 
her  own  safety  or  accommodation.  No  necessity- 
can  be  admitted  of  a  nature  sufficiently  imperiouv 
to  exonerate  her  from  this  responsibility,  except^ 
ing  that  ^which  resulted  from  the  aetual  exercise 
of  a  foreign  force,  which  she  could  not  resist,  and 
which,  in  fact,  wrested  from  her  the  posscaaioa 
and  control  of  the  property  which  had  been  placed 
under  the  safeguard  ot  her  power  and  good  faith. 
The.  incontrovertible  facts  that  the  orders  for  the 
sale  were  issued  at  Stockholm,  and  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Sweden  was  at  least  the  unresisting 
agent,  if  not  the  principal,  in  this  transaction,  for- 
bid a  belief  in  even  the  possibility  of  such  a  neoea*  ^ 
sity.  If,  indeed,  those  orders  were  not  entirdy> 
voluntary  on  the  part  of  Sweden,  they  could  only 
have  been  constrained  by  an  attention  to  her  own^ 
interests,  and  by  the  conviction  of  the  expediency 
of  making  a  partial  and  minor  sacrifice  fbr  the 
preservation  of  an  object  of  more  general  and  vi«^ 
tal  importance ;  and  her  honor  could  never  have* 
permitted  her  to  suppose  that  such  a  sacrifice  for 
such  an  object  coula  be  made  at  the  expense  of 
others,  and  not  at  her  own.  It  was  her  obvioua 
duty  to  make  an  adequate  compensation  to  thoae 
who  had  suffered  by  the  sacrifice  as  soon  as  she 
poasessed  the  mean»-*-and  she  has  long  possessed 
them. 

Where  his  exedlency  obtained  his  information 
that  France  was  the  ally  of  America  in  1810  and^ 
1811,  the  unhappy  epoch  of  the  seizure  and  sale 
of  the  American  merchandise  at  Stralsund,  the 
undersigned  is  at  a  loss  to  conjecture.  The  United 
States  never  disguise  or  conceal  their  relationa* 
with  foreign  Powers ;  they  have  no  secret  treatiaa 
for  the  purpose  of  eluding  a  distrustful  enemy,  or 
of  surprising  a  confiding  friend.  Their  whole 
history  is  open  to  the  world,  and,  had  his  exad- 
lency  consulted  it,  he  would  have  known  tlw^ 
America  never  was  the  ally  of  imperial  France. 
If  the  United  States  were,  unfortunately,  as  his 
excellency  intimates,  either  directly  or  indirecdf, 
sometimes  the  victim  of  the  disastrous  influence  of 
France,  they  never  were,  for  a  moment,  the  agents 
of  her  vexatious  domination. 

The  undenicned  has  now  had  the  honor  to  pres- 
ent to  his  exceUency,  concisely,  a  transaction,  with 
the  essential  circumstances  of  which  his  excellencf 
acknowledges  him  to  be  acquainted.  It  belong* 
to  his  excellency,  should  the  statement  of  diese 
circumstances  be  erroneous,  to  furnish  the  facta 
necessary  for  its  correction.  It  is  imi)0S8ible  for. 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  with  all  the 
information  which  it  now  possesaef^  to  believe  tfaa^ 
such  facts  can  be  furnished ;  and,  if  they  cannot, 
his  excelleney  himself  must  admit  that  the  plea  of 
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•.Rpv^^f t  fiMMded  on  P-rimeh  eoiii{ful8M«^ibrUie 
iftKe  of  tne  AoieneaB  merehaadw  at  S&adaotid^ 
it'Wiibottt  eren  a  ptaoaifaiie  pretext  to  mmpoti  it 

Oa^  tbe  IStk  of  Jaiv^  ISll,  that  merdiandise 
ita%  bf  tlie  consent  or  Prasee^  to  tenninate  the 
atfUfButer,  placed  at  the  ezelushne  dispoftition  of 
Bwedeii}  SBd  an  na^inliied  powcir  thi»  giren  of 
miorihg  it  to  the  riohtfak  owners;  This  power 
mtaaini^  ooimpairea  by  any  new  deitiand  of  tbe 
Pitfnch  Go^vernment  for  move  than  a  month—* 
penM  ampiy  enflUent  to  hair0  rein^taied  the  dti* 
^ona-^^  the  United  Slatas  in  the  fiiH  pDesewion  of 
their  profiei^jj  and  to  have  enabled  then  to  raseoe 
itiffoni  any  tntttre  danger  with  whieh  it  n^ghc 
haiFo  been  mcnaeed  by  the  arbitrary  and  eapri- 
oiotts  poliey  of  France*  To  havemer^lysegtecled, 
ftv'»«tttgie  day.  thas  tohaveexerciffd  thatpaw«r^ 
Ifould,  it  is  bdiev^dy  have  ^tly  made  the  Gbv* 
eriim'ent  of  Sweden  responsihle  for  all  the  coaa^ 
^jBiBnaeB;  bat  not  merdy  to  ha^«  negleetedj  duriaf 
moie^  thtn'  an  ehltre  month,  lorestdre  the  property, 
hntrtb  hare  employed  that  period  and  abased  that 
pe#er  eselosiveiy  for  the  converaion  of  that  prop* 
erty^to  its  own  use,  exhibits  a  conrse  of  coMiict 
orf  tbe  part  of  tbat  GoTemment  for  whieh  the 
fliere  jkcitntaiY  indemnity  now  demanded  would 
appear  tb  uGSoti  but  an  tnadei^te  satisfheHon. 

Thd  nsdersigQed  has  confined  himself  in  this 
•ate  ptinoipaiiy  to  those  topics  which  it  appear^ 
to  him  proper  to  discuss,  in  reply  to  theconuBttni^ 
«iion  of  his  exeeUency  of  the  27th  of  October. 
Ifetake»the  liberty,  hdwerer,  in  order  to-' a^d- 
il^tilion,.to  refer  nis  excellency  €d  Ihe  note  of 
tke  ttflfdersi^Ded,  of  the  6ch  of  Sepieinber,  ldli&, 
which'  haa  hitherio  remained  without  sii  an* 
a#nr,  and  of  which  hn  exceMency,  in  his  oommu^ 
Hioation  just  mendoaed,  haa  not  taken  thb  shghli> 
est  notice. 

The  undersighed  faasfelt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  state 
tb'his>cfteeileney  the  views  of  the  GN)vemmeDt  of 
this  United  States  on  this  siidiject,  with  perspicuity 
and  firankaesslrand  unrestraineid  by  any  rephffoance 
t^^Weir,  in  fact  or  inference,  from  his  eaMefieney  j 
"d  this  course  he  haa  pursued- with  less  hesitatioh, 

he  ccmidently  beiieved  that  it  woodd  not  be 

bribed  to  a-  want  of  becoming,  deooraoi,  bttft  lo 
»>egard  to  Uruth,  and  especially  to  the  frcqpsterit 
dMarations  of  bis  excellency  that  this  transaction 
WM  not  originally  of  his  cognixance,  and  that  he 
was'th^jreifove  unacquainted  with  its  details. 

It  is  indeed  to  be  regretted  that  the  pitopdsitieiM 
Q^de  by  the  Swedish  Oovernment  to  th«  special 
agent  of  the  claimants  had  not  been  of  so  satisfii^- 
lorya  nature  as  to  haw  rendered  this  correspond- 
ence unnecessary.  The  undersigned  has  been  en* 
oouraged  to  hope,  from  the  conversations  which 
hi  had  lately  had  the  honor  to  bold  wkh  His  Ma- 
jfsty»  that  the  note  of  his  ezceikncy  would  have 
aoniauifed  some  specific  oier,  dictated  either  by  a 
HfiM'to  justioCj  or  by  souse  other  honombte  and 
friendhr  feeling^  which  should  have  put  this  sab^ 
jset  or  altercation  at  rest.  The  Qovernment  of 
Ihe  United  States  would  BtiU  regard  with  confpisH 
^SBicy  any  arraaMment  with  the  ektmaafCs  which 
jbauid  prevent  the  nec«8Bity;of  all  further  official 
4MttSBiQni,  and  lease  the  hntmony  between  the 


two  nsdoBs  vsitkovl  ifaa  flaMtttttuna^ 
disturib>il.  BothisesMllenef  makss^j 
should  tke  Gkiv^nMant  of  the  Unitilai^ 
tbe  absence  of  stidi  an  anaafODEaiji^ 
fiti  eonSemplftliMi  of  the  Md  sfstto/ind 
as  here  presantiBd,'  desist  Iran  its  iesi^ 
demnily,  itwouldHyimiisdBtyiofbeK^ 
arigfattoitspfotection.  Theuadasfiiiiiij 
therafote,  stiecisdiy  instructed  lovgethht 
a«d,  ** wnaaa ramudingthe SwNlid&Qai 
of  its  unqudstloaed  justice  asdof  iisas^ 
ittsiffttifican^  to  the  intsiest  of  8v«ia,<.i 
tressing  t»  she  suffefum,-  to  give  sodnihul 
beiiriiig  to  prear  it  in  a  more  pauD|iirrnd 
if  is  by  no  naeafis  the  intintien  of  ikM 
of  the  United  Slates  to  abaadoi  it' 

The  undersigned  has  pssfsilelsisil 
imly  from  Vienna  to  a  note  wkiehiia&i^ 
attdrasBod  to  him  at  Berlin ;  but,  ultmi 
justified'  on  tbe  psesent  oeeuios  k|Ms«' 
sideffBtions  oady,  it  will  not  be  hatk^ 
Hit  exctUMidy  isthenlbw  Rq«ertei»iisi'i« 
future  communications  for  the  GoToaifi^ 
United  States  to  Christo^er  Bs^i^l 
who isohstqped  with  thealhilso/'itsl?*^ 
Stochholnij  itaring  the  atasMceof  Aelfa*^ 

The  und^signud  has  th«  biwersiTso^ 
sscdknoy  the  assUMmce  ef  lasi^^ 


Copy  qf  a  memoHal  ^  iht  wtSaabi^^- 

The  humble  memorial  of  ^^J^ 
merchants  of  StraJsund,  ibr  *e«»w*^ 

constituents^  concerning  ^^f^"^^'^'^*^ 
niai  merchandises  whidi  were 01^*9"^*^ 
and  the  stopping  the  public  sde  ^^^^^^ 

orable  Royal  Ra^eney.  of  ^J^^ 
rent  year,  that  tie  coloaiat  ■*'2i«iifr 
afu  lying  in  the  royal  «W*?!f^  se 
tratiott  are  to  be  publidy  n^Jv^ei. 
selves  obliged  most  fiumWy  »*f^^^  «r 
oelleli^y  and  the  hoa^ombie  ''"^w^ii^ 
reasons  why  we  hope  that  P^z^JSi 
with  respect  to  the  cdontai  ^^fj^ve^ 
ia^tous  and  ovr  constituestt, '^  ^ 
hitherto  under  sequestratios,  ^'^^i^ 
taice  place  from  your  messwc  iflw"*^ 
newspapers.  -i*itf^* 

Nothin^r  agrees  better  with  JeP^^ 
sound  political  economy  thsfl  "^^^j^.- 
of  commerce.    Justice  requiwfj  "•^n'd 

that  nobody  shall  be  I»»^^J^!^«>' 
was  hitherto  pertained,  aad  ^JP^x^t^ 
of  has  never  W  published.  ^Z^)i' 

prmciptefs  we  and  our  «*ffl?**rii.|  ws^ 
ofdered  hither  a  quantity  d  ^^T:^¥ 
diseu,  which,  after  tfadir  t^^^J^^ 
sequestmtion.    Haid  ss  thi«  f*fj^tk,# 

ready  Im,  we  could  n^^T^l^r^* 
was  only  provisbBull^  and  we  tm  ^  $* 
justice  of  our  eauie  j  but,  ••  «  "^  "^ 
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tnal  ^onisttikm  of  the  mawshmdiws  and  thaatk 
theieof  are  intended,  dieii  our  and  o«r  coostitaettl^ 
iaterctfta  will  be  too  mueh  injoKd  thai  we  skoM 
ba  able  to  remaia  qoiet  at  that  too* 

All  tbene  mefchaDdises  have  arrived' here  either 
from  Swed«D,  nod^  the  authorisSation  of  the 
Swedkh  poblic  authorities,  or  direct  from  North 
America,  a  State  frieodly  connected  with  Sweden* 

All  the  papers  which  eoocera  them,  as  well  as 
the  ships  which  brouaht  them  hither,  have  been 
esEamiaed  by  the  royal  licent  here,  and  have  been 
found  blameless;  and  your  excellency,  and  the 
honorable  Royal  Hegency  yourselve^  have  gmttt* 
ed  the  permission  to  enter  and  uatoad^  Every 
thinff  herein  has  been  done  on  our  part  pubtkly 
and  legally.  No  prohibition  qppoaed  us  herein; 
Uu  the  better  security,  we  procnred  yet  the  special 
perraission  of  the  highest  authority  of  the  country, 
and  we  have  paid,  even  already,  part  of  the  duties 
on  these  merchandises;  and  should  now  these 
merchandises  neverthelew  he  confiscated  and  pubr 
Hdy  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  >lsotf«  ? 

If  we  were  yet  in  the  haiids  of  an  enemy,  snch 
a  meaisufe  would  certainly  not  appear  so  very  ex- 
traordinary to  us,  for  an  enemy  only  obsenvea  hia 
own  intereeti  and  notthaiof  theconauered  country ; 
but,  in  a  state  of  peace,  when  the  urce  of  anues 
givea  place  to  the  power  of  the  laws  afain,  w» 
cannot  make  ourselves  &miliar  with  the  idea  that 
the  State  itself  should  proceed  in  this  Diaaner 
agaiosi;  its  own  subjects,  $»i  against  friends,  who, 
ttndec  the  proitection  of  the  laws,  and  in  oonfidence 
upon  the  legality  aad  pvdsUcity  of  their  actons, 
thought  themselves  secure. 

The  Swedish  Government,  whose  steps  aiealT 
ways  guided  by  mildness  and  justice,  will  certain* 
ly,  when  the  matter  is  once  put  in  a  proper  light, 
remain  faithful  to  their  mode  of  proceeding  hithev- 
to  observed;  and  the  just  sentiments  of  your  ex- 
cellency and  of  the  hoaoraUe  Royal  Regency  a«e 
known  to  ua  by  too  many  instanees  that  we  should 
not  hope,  with  full  confident  that  you  will  make 
use  of  all  means  to  avert  a  measure  so  detriment 
tal  to  us  and  our  constituents;  and  we  therefore 
venlure,  with  the  fallest  confidence  of  a  happy  re- 
sult, to  pray  your  excelleaev  and  the  honorable 
Royal  E^ency  must  humbly  and  most  earnestly 
not  to  su&r  the  saie  of  the  colonial'  menehandises 
belonging  to  us  aad  our  constituents,  which  have 
been  hitherto  under  sequestration,  to  take  pUce^ 
but  put  the  same  to  our  own  free  di^sition ;  ok, 
at  least,  by  youv  gracious  iaterpositioa  with  the 
higher  instance,  to  procure  the  same. 

Stbalsond,  JMffiut  S,  1811. 

I  conform  with  the  original; 

J.  A.  IKE, 


Copy  cfa  reply  to  (J^/oregomff. 
Upon  the  netitioa  of  the  commercial  counsellor, 
Mr.  Barnsted,  the  alderman  Bvenhngen  Sehluter, 
the  alderman  Ineal,  for  himself,  and  attorney  foi 
the  merchaot  Isieremond,  and  tne  merchants  IVe- 
wetKCB,  widow  Glasses  Beuroiss,  and  J;  0.  Mw* 
genberg,  for  thonselves  and  their  consfitaen^  wJp 


the.  restitution  of  the  colonial  a^endiandiaai^  puju^t 
under  sequestration,  and  the  prevention  of  thfi 
public  sale  thereof,  it  is  decreed: 

Whereas  according  to  the  newest  strict  ordepqi. 
from  His  Royal  Majesty,  there  shall,  be  psoceedc^ 
immediately  with  the  sale  of  all  the  colooi^  mi9^: 
chandises  which  have  been  sequestraied  her% 
their  petition  cannot  be  granted,  but  the  Roytjl 
Regency  will  make  report  to  the  Royal  Mar 
jesty  of^the  reclamalion  entered  by  Uie  memio* 
rialists,  and  the  money  received  from  the  sale  of 
the  now  claimed  merchandises  shall  be  lodged- 
with  the  royaK  chamber  until  his  determination,  ii| 
order  that,  m  case  the  same  shall  be  favorable  for 
them,  it  may  immediately  be  paid  over-  to  thenpu- 

ST1UI.8QH0,  August  9, 1811. 

Decree  £m  the  above  mentioaed  merohaalaia 
Qonformable  with  the  original. 

J.  A.  IKE, 
lioyal  J#«eas0r,  JnaMeafwnj  ^ 

I,  Charles  Erdmann.  sworn  interpreter  of  foreign 
languajges  in  and  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Pei^n- 
sylvania,  by  lawfhl  authority  duly  appointed  and. 
commissioned,  residing  in  the  city  of  pDiladelphra|. 
do  certify  that  the  preceding  is  a  true  anc(  faithful! 
translation  of  a  certain  original  paper  written  iji. 
the  German  language,  annexed  heretp. 

In  witness  wnereof,'  I  have  hereunto  ^et  my.' 
hs|.nd  and  seal  of  office,  this  2d  day  pf  JanusuT'm 
1812. 

CHARLES  ERDMANW. 


FROTSOTI0N  TO 


[Comuunicated  to  the  House,  December  20,  16Id.j[ 

To  ike  honorable  the  Senate  and  Efot^e  oJ^Mofreemt^ 
atinee  ^the  United  Statee  o/An^ei;iea  ta  Cooffxta 

The  memorial  of  a  conyention  of  the  £riends  ^ 
national  industry,  assembled  in  the  city  of  l^eip 
York,  to  take  into  consideration  the  psoatsate  silttrt 
tion  of  our  manufactures,  and  to  petition  OoagBcs^ 
for  their  relief  and  protection,  composed  Qf  dela- 
^tes  from  Ad^ssachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Coanefft 
ticut,  Nevr  X^^^k.  New  Jersey,  Penn«ylvaaia,  Del- 
aware, Marylana,  i^d  Ohio,  respectfully  showetji  t 

That  your  memorialists  appeal  to  your  honoifdUa 
body,  under  a  firm  and  a  solemn  conviction  that  a 
crisis  has  arrived,  in  the  progress  of  oiur  aatiom 
which  imperiously  demands  me  serious  attention 
and  prompt  exertion  of  the  collected  wisdom  of  its 
councils,  and  on  which  its  future  destinies  muat 
essentially  depend. 

Thai  the  United  States,  possessing  every  adv|u»- 
tajfe  of  soil,  climate,  and  native  productions,  and 
With  a  population  industrious,  intelligent,  and  ean 
terprisiojg,  to  a  degree  never  probably  exceeded  kf 
any  nation ;  and  after  enjoying  for  twenty  years 
the  benefit  of  an  over-proportion  of  the  trade  oi 
the  world,—- find  themselves  in  a  state  of  great  ea^t 
barrassment  and  difficulty,  involving  almost  every 
description  of  our  citizens.  Our  commerce  is  greatly 
prpstrnt^;  oux  shipping  has  s^nk  in  vi|l^e  t^ oia^ 
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half  of  its  original  cost ;  real  estate  is  depreciated, 
in  most  parts  of  the  country,  in  an  equal  degree ; 
numbers  of  our  merchants,  manufacturers,  and 
formers,  are  reduced  to  bankruptcy,  and  the  cir- 
oamstances  of  many  of  those  who  hare  escaped 
this  calamitous  situation  are  daily  impairing ;  a 
great  portion  of  our  mechanics  and  artists  are  un- 
employed ;  and  all  the  fruits  of  their  labors,  which 
might  have  been  daily  adding  to  the  prosperity  of 
the  nation,  are  wholly  lost.  In  fine,  our  great  sta- 
ples are  so  far  reduced  in  price  as  most  seriously 
to  affect  the  interests  of  the  af  ricuiturists,  and  to 
diminish  the  means  of  paying  tor  our  importations. 

That  we  are  deeply  indebted  to  foreign -nations, 
ntrtwithstanding  we  nave  transmitted  to  them  as 
much  of  our  surplus  productions  as  they  furnished 
a  market  for,  an«l  likewise  a  large  amount  of  our 
Government  and  bank  stock,  which  subjects  us  to 
an  oppressive  annual  tax  for  interest,  probably 
equal  to  the  amount  of  the  civil  expenses  of  our 
€k>yemment,  which  adds  to  the  impoverishing 
drain  of  our  specie. 

That,  while  so  many  of  our  manufacturers  are 
thus  ruined ;  our  workmg  people  destitute  of  em- 

goyment,  and  of  the  means  to  support  their  fami- 
.  » ;  our  manufacturing  establishments  falling  to 
ruins ;  and  our  water  powers,  with  which  we  are 
pre-eminentlv  blessed,  unemployed^ — our  cities  and 
towns  are  filled  with  the  manufactured  produc- 
tions of  other  nations,  bv  which  we  have  been  and 
are  ruinously  drained  ot  our  wealth. 

That  those  complicated  evils  which  oppress  us, 
and  which  have  taken  place  during  a  season  of 
profound  peace  of  nearly  five  years'  duration,  after 
a  war  closed  with  honor,  and  which  left  us  in  a 
atate  of  high  prosperity,  evince  that  there  is  some- 
thing unsound  in  our  policy,  which  requires  a  rad- 
ical remedy,  in  the  power  of  the  National  Legis- 
lature alone  to  apply. 

That  wisdom  dictates  to  the  United  States  to 
profit  by  the  experience  of  other  nations ;  to  shun 
those  svstems  which  have  operated  on  them  per- 
aieiously;  and  scrupulously  to  adopt  those  that 
have  advanced  their  wealth,  power,  and  resources. 
Being  the  youngest  nation  in  the  world,  they  can- 
not, without  a  sacrifice  of  their  happiness,  pursue 
the  paths  that  have  led  some  to  decay  and  ruin ; 
nor  deviate  from  those  that  have  exalted  others  to 
a  high  degree  of  prosperity.  We  therefore  respect- 
rally  submit  to  your  serious  consideration  a  slight 
riceteh  of  the  policy  of  some  of  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope, with  its  consequences. 

At  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century,  Portu- 
gal nossessed  a  most  flourishing  and  extensive 
woollen  manufactory,  raised  to  maturity  by  pro- 
hibitions of  all  rival  articles  from  other  nations. 
The  basis  of  this  manufacture  was  her  own  raw 
material,  and  that  of  Spain.    It  employed  a  large 
propolffeP  of  her  population  advantageously,  and 
greatly  enMighed  the  nation.    She  vras  induced  to 
remove  the  proflittlition.^and  trusted  to  a  protect- 
ing duty  of  23  per  cent7  ISP  ^^^  ^'  ^^^^  /^'^  ^^® 
manufactory  was  destrbm!'  ^^  manufacturers 
ruined;  the  workmen  devo^  ^^  idleness  and  beg- 
g*>7 ;  the  raw  material  sold  ^  **  '^^  '®*^^  ^  ^^^^ 
«j:n««,  who  employed  their  ^'orkmen  on  it,  and 


reCamed  it  at  an  advance  of  000  to  400  per  cent; 
whereby  she  was  <hraaned  of  her  wealti^aa  we  bare 
been  by  similar  means,  in  a  word,  gradnally  im- 
poverished and  ruined,  ^e  holds  out  a  most  impres- 
sive lesson  to  the  statesmen  of  all  other  nations. 

The  example  of  Spain  is  equaJJy  striking.  Sto 
has,  for  centuries,  with  those  boondiess  trcasmes 
which  are  lavished  on  her  in  vain,  nourished  the 
industry  of  other  nations,  and  often,  with  those 
treasures,  squandered  for  their  maan&ctorea^  M 
the  armies  that  have  covered  her  fields  with  deK>- 
lation,  and  shed  disgrace  on  her  arms. 

The  mass  of  her  subjects,  unprotected  in  their 
industry,  are  in  a  state  of  abject  distress  and  misery; 
although,  under  a  wise  Government,  some  cenu^ 
ries  since,  Spain  was  the  most  manofactnring  and 
prosperous  nation  in  the  world.  And  even  at  the 
present  time,  two  or  three  of  her  provinces^,  under 
a  different  regime  from  therestof  the  nation,  where 
industry  is  protected,  are  as  prosperous  and  indus- 
trious as  any  part  of  Europe. 

Russia  and  Austria  protect  the  industry  of  their 
snbjects,  and,  in  consequence,  enjoy  a  high  degree 
of  prosperity  and  happiaess.  The  foraier  nation 
prohibits  about  two  hundred  articles  specificaliy, 
among  which  are  all  the  important  manafaetares 
ofherallies,Franceand  England.  Austria,  through- 
out the  wide  extent  of  her  dominions,  prohihits  all 
cotton,  woollen,  silk,  and  other  manufactores. 

England  has  protected  the  industry  of  hn  sub- 
jects with  more  care,  and  has  accordingly  amassed 
more  wealth,  and  attained  a  higher  d^ree  of 
power  and  influence  than  any  other  nation  of  an- 
cient or  modem  times,  in  proportion  to  her  popo- 
lation.  The  use  she  has  made  of  her  wealth,  what- 
ever it  may  have  been,  is  no  impeachment  of  the 
merit  of  the  system  by  which  it  has  been  acquired. 
The  case  of  France,  however,  is  more  suiking 
and  impressive  than  that  of  any  other  nation.  For 
twenty  years  she  waged  wars,  bloody  and  destroe- 
tive  almost  beyond  example,  with  two-thirtJ^  of 
Europe,  and  had  in  pay,  during  a  huge  part  oi 
that  time,  armies  of  nearly  a  million  of  men.  Af*> 
ter  those  wan  were  concluded,  she  was  crushed 
by  foreign  armies  of  two  or  three  hundred  diou- 
sand  men,  and  had  enormous  eoatribations  and 
exactions  levied  on  her,  to  the  amount  of  probaUy 
one  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  Yet  she  has,  in 
a  few  years,  recovered  irom  all  these  calamities,  by 
protecting  the  industry  of  her  subjects,  and  enjoys 
at  present  a  ^eater  degree  of  prosperity,  it  is  bts- 
ted,  on  the  highest  authority,  than  she  has  done  at 
any  former  period. 

The  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  the  events 
which  immediately  preceded  it,  produced  in  many 
of  our  refiectinff  fellow-citi2ens  a  due  sense  of  their 
best  and  most  lasting  interests. 

With  a  rapidity  unexampled  in  the  history  of 
any  other  people,  a  large  portion  of  their  capital 
was  transferred  from  commercial  to  manufactur- 
ing pursuits.  The  value  of  goods  mannfactnred 
in  the  United  States,  as  taken  from  the  manbaJs' 
returns,  amounted,  as  early  as  1810,  to  npwardsof 
one  hundred  and  seventy-two  millions  of  dollars, 
which  value  was  very  greatly  increased  dnriaf 
the  late  war. 
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The  peace  of  Europe  was  attended  with  roin- 
0U8  consequences  to  us :  our  infant  manufactures 
were  blighted  in  the  bud ;  the  spirit  of  specula- 
tion spread  through  our  country,  seducing  ner  vo- 
taries ff om  the  paths  of  quiet  and  laborious  indus- 
try, by  promises  of  sudden  wealth.  But  it  was 
soon  found  that  the  commerce  of  1815  and  1816 
was  not  the  commerce  of  1806  and  1807 :  the  na- 
tions by  whose  calamities  we  had  flourished,  whose 
impoverishroent  had  been  our  gain,  were  now  at 
peace  with  each  other,  and  returninff  with  eager 
activity  to  the  employments  of  social  life ;  our  ves- 
sels were  no  longer  wanted  to  convey  their  pro- 
ducts, nor  to  supply  them  with  ours.  Cherishing 
and  depending  on  their  own  resources,  they  have 
furnished  us  a  useful  and  honorable  lesson  in  the 
encouragement,  support,  and  extension  of  domes- 
tic, and  salutary  restrictions  on  the  importation  of 
foreign,  manufactures.  An  imitation  of  their  pol- 
icy, in  this  respect,  your  memorialists  believe  to  be 
indispensable  to  the  prosperity  and  independence 
of  our  eountrv. 

With  this  belief,  and  a  confident  reliance  in  the 
disposition  of  Congress  to  promote  these  primary  ob- 
jects by  every  necessary  means,  your  memorialists 
would  respectfully  recommend  to  your  considera- 
tion three  measures,  the  adoption  of  which,  we 
feel  persuaded,  would  remove  the  embarrassments 
of  our  country,  and  restore  life  and  vigor  to  our 
almost  expiring  manufactures. 

These  measures  are — 

First.  To  abolish  credits  on  import  duties. 

Secondly.  To  impose  a  restrictive  duty  on  sales 
at  auction. 

Thirdly.  To  alter  and  increase  the  amount  of 
duties  on  imported  goods. 

At  the  time  when  credits  on  duties  were  first 
established,  the  state  of  our  country  was  very  dif- 
ferent from  what  it  has  since  become.  Slowly 
recovering  from  a  long  and  desolating  war,  almost 
destitute  of  money  and  commercial  connexions, 
our  situation  required  that  every  aid  and  encou- 
ragement should  be  aflbrded  to  the  first  efibrts  of 
enterprise.  This  measure  was,  therefore^  wise  and 
salutary,  and  dicUted  by  the  necessities  of  the 
times.  The  weakness  of  our  internal  resources 
produced  a  dependence  on  imposts  for  the  support 
of  Government. 

But  how  striking  a  contrast  have  we  since  pre- 
sented !  How  great  the  change !  From  a  popula- 
tion of  three,  to  ten  millions ;  from  an  annihilated 
commerce,  to  one  that  sfireads  its  canvass  on  eveiy 
sea  ;  from  a  state  of  agriculture  very  little  exceed- 
ing our  own  daily  wants,  to  a  surplus  production 
exceeding  eighty  millions  per  annum;  from  an 
almost  total  want  of  manufactures,  to  an  actual 
invested  manuiacturin^  capital  of  cotton  and  wool- 
len goods  alone  exceeding  fiAy  millions  of  dollars ! 
Our  commerce  was  at  first  carried  on  by  resident 
merchants,  whose  prudence  and  experience  re- 
strained importations  within  due  bounds ;  credits 
on  the  duties  afibrded  them,  according  to  the  in- 
tention of  Congress,  facilities  which  their  situation 
required.  But,  for  some  years  past,  and  especially 
since  the  universal  peace  m  Europe  and  the  con- 
clusion of  the  late  war,  those  regular  traders  have 


found  themselves  supplanted  by  foreign  merchants 
and  manufacturers,  or  desperate  speculators,  whom 
the  credit  on  duties  has  enabled  and  induced  to' 
inundate  our  markets  with  foreign  goods,  produe- 
ing  the  most  pernicious  ^ects  on  our  mercantile 
stability  and  the  prosperity  of  our  manufactories. 

It  may  also  be  nere  remarked  that  the  operatioi^ 
of  this  credit  on  imposts  is  to  create  a  capital  for 
new  importations;  for,  let  us  suppose  that  four 
importations,  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  each,  be  made  in  one  year,  at  the 
average  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  duty,  the  sum 
of  al^ut  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  is  left 
to  trade  with  in  the  hands  of  the  importer,  with 
the  ultimate  risk  to  Government  of  the  loss  of  the 
whole. 

The  American  merchant  is  regulated  and  di>- 
rected  in  his  importations  by  his  experience  of  the 
vrant  and  consumption  of  the  country,  and  the 
prospect'of  fair  and  reasonaUe  profits.  The  foreign 
merchant  or  manufacturer,  on  the  other  hand,  is 
often  impelled  by  his  necessities  to  seek  a  market 
for  his  goods  without  regard  to  these  considerap 
tions.  It  is  well  known,  and  we  presume  cannot 
have  escaped  the  knowledge  of  Congress,  that,  cut 
all  times,  under  all  circumstances,  and  at  every 
hazard  of  expense,  the  Grovernment,  merchants^ 
and  manufacturers  of  Great  Britain  have  their 
views  steadily  directed  to  the  extirpation  of  every 
germ  of  manufactures  among  us.  A  credit  of 
eight,  ten,  and  twelve  months  increases  their 
facilities  for  carrying  into  execution  their  hostile 
purposes. 

These  consequences,  injurious  as  they  are,  are 
exceeded  in  extent  by  those  which  arise  from  the 
trade  to  China  and  the  East  Indies ;  a  trade,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  memorialists,  (encouraged  and 
unrestricted  as  it  is  at  present,)  of  the  most  tx- 
hausting  and  pernicious  effects  to  the  country. 
The  long  credit  of  from  one  to  two  years  allowed 
by  law  on  duties  in  this  trade,  we  are  sincerely 
persuaded  produces  the  ruinous  effect  of  draining 
us  of  our  specie  |  and,  in  the  case  of  the  greater 
part  of  East  India  goods,  overwhelming  our  mar* 
lets  with  inferior  and  worthless  fabrics,  which, 
from  their  apparent  cheapness,  meet  a  ready  sale, 
while  the  much  superior'  products  of  our  own 
industry  and  skill  must  be  sacrificed  at  a  ruinooa 
loss,  or  remain  unsold  in  the  hands  of  the  manu- 
facturer. 

When  to  the  foregoing  considerations,  impor* 
tant  as  they  are  to  the  regular  merchant  and  to  the 
infant  manufactures  of  our  country,  is  added  that 
of  the  losses  to  which  Government  is  necessarily 
subjected  by  failure  in  the  payment  of  the  duties, 
your  memorialists  humbly  apprehend  that  theabo* 
lition  of  all  credits  for  duties  on  imported  goode 
will,  at  the  same  time,  protect  the  manu&ctures, 
commerce,  and  the  revenue  of  the  United  States.  ■ 

Your  memorialists  would  next  call  the  attention 
of  Congress  to  the  second  evil  complained  of«— 
unrestrained  sales  at  auction. 

Sales  at  auction^  we  believe,  were  originally 
authorized  by  law  for  special  purposes,  such  as  this 
disposal  of  damaged  goods,  the  effects  of  bank- 
rupts, or  property  under  execution,  or  sold  by  tho 
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itreetioii  of  coorts  of  Uw  and  equity.  We  believe 
it'WiU  be  found,  on  examination,  that  such  sales 
-were  not,  until  within  a  few  yean  past,  considered 
bf-ajny  commercial  country  in  Europe  as  fonning 
a  part  of  the  regular  course  of  trade,  but  rather  as 
authorized  for  purposes  necessary,  indeed,  but  not 
at-  all  eommereial 

lu  the  greatest  commercial  and  manufacturing 
nation  (Great  Britain)  they  are,  even  at  this  day, 
extremely  limited }  sometimes  used  to  feel  the  pulse 
of  the  market  on  the  mw  materiab  imporDed  for 
their  manufactures,  and  occasionally  used  for  the 
s^e  of  colonial  produce  and  the  effects  of  the  Kast 
India  Company.  In  no  other  country  hare  they  a»- 
aomed  the  same  importance  ajs  among  us.  In  the 
extent  to  which  they  have  now  arrived  here,  Ihey 
an  greatly  injurious,  not  only  to  the  fair  and  xeg- 
uUur  trader,  but  to  the  community  at  laige. 

Large  quantities  of  siik^  woolly  coaon,  and 
other  goodir,  are  manufaetured  in  Europe  and  the 
Bast  Indies  expresdy  for  sale  at  auction  in  the 
Uailed  Statea.  These  goods  are  of  less  than  the 
uanal  length,  deficient  in  breadth,  or  of  flimsy  tex* 
lun»— in  short,  in  every  respect  inferior  to  the 
nods  they  are  intended  to  represent:  yet  so  w^ 
mssed,  and  in  other  respects  so  highly  finished  to 
the  eye,  that  they  generally  escape  detection  untU 
they  reach  the  consumer,  who  too  late  diaeovers 
their  inferiority.  For  such  base  fabrics  havo  the 
yoople  of  these  States,  for  years  past,  been  exorbi- 
tmly  taxed,  to  the  great  injury  of  our  own  hard- 
sthiggiing  manufacturers. 

To  give  an  example  of  the  enormous  extent  of 
this  business,  which  affords  such  facilities  to  the 
{birei^  manufaeturer  for  practising  imposition  on 
nor  citizens^  we  will  instance  the  amount  of  sales 
of  foreign  goods  at  auction,  in  the  single  city  of 
New  York,  in  one  year. 

From  the  best  evidence  the  case  aflfords,  (that 
is,  the  returns  of  the  auctioneers  themselves,)  they 
aikiounted,  in  the  year  1819,  to  the  prodigioua  sum 
of  fourteen  millions  of  dollars.  Jo&iAg  from  this 
specimen,  it  will  not  be  unreasonaele  to  conclude 
that^  in  the  United  States  collectively,  foreign 
nwtehandise  to  the  amount  of  at  least  thirty  mii- 
Udna  of  dollars  is  annually  sold  in  this  pernicious 
■ode ;  a  most  alatminr  proof  that  a  very  serious 
portion  of  the  trade  of  the  nation  flows  in  this 
channel.  And  your  memorialbts  are  satisfied, 
from  past  experience,  that  the  sales  at  auction  of 
domestic  goods  are  as  deleterious  in  their  conse- 
quences as  those  of  foreign  merchandise;  inaa* 
much  as  they  tend  to  encourage  the  flonAufacture 
of  inferior  rabrica,  and  thereby  injure  the  reputar 
tion  of  American  &brics  generally ;  and,  also,  that 
the  sales  of  imitations,  made  in  foreign  countries 
^th  an  intent  to  dispose  of  them  at  auction,  pro- 
duce the  same  injurious  effects.  Your  memorial- 
ists are  folly  convmced  of  the  necessity  of  imposing 
aomc  reatramt  on  this  tremendous  engine  of  eom- 
mereial monopoly.  For  this  purpose,  they  respect- 
fully propose  that  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  be  im- 
posed on  all  foreign  and  domestic  goods  sold  at 
anetion,  except  household  furniture,  farming  stock. 
and  utensils,  the  effects  of  bankrupts,  or  go^s  sola 
under  execution,  or  otherwise,  by  direction  of 


courts  of  law  or  equity.  This,  thev  l^e  lij 
a  great  degree  diminish,  if  nol  ili^q 
this  great  and  growing  evil,  bjrde^^ij 
least  greatly  lessening  the  temputioicn: 

Your  memorialists,  latiiy,  soboait  to3%ji. 
eration  of  Congress  the  necessity  oftin> 
ification  and  increase  of  the  prcsatkt^ 
respectfully  sunnst  the  fbUowiBg  liia^i 
the  existing  tariff: 

That,  in  lieu  of  the  present  duties^ife/e 
cents  per  square  yud  be  Uidoo  lUada 
linen  goods^  plain  or  unstained.  luTi^aa 
seventy  threads  to  the  square  kch,  iBclatnGs 
and  filling ;  fourteen  cents  per  aqoic  ]Gki 
having  above  seventy  ana  ooder  qk  bs*. 
threaids  to  the  square  inch,  iscliHlii{R;u 
filling;  of  eighteen  cents  per  squxmi. 
having  above  one  hundred  aQdleaii:^^ 
dred  and  thirty  thresds  to  the  sqoasdiiei^ 
ing  warp  and  filling ;  and  so  on  iistt^* 
upwards;  and  that  twenty  peronui^t 
the  above  duties  on  all  printed,  staio(ii«!> 
ored.  or  worked  ootton  and  linen  goo^ 

That  a  duty  of  thirty-fife  yatas.f^^ 
be  laid  on  all  goods  made  wholij«>P=^- 
wool. 

That  the  duty  on  every  kind  of siftr^'' 
goods  made  wboUy  or  in  partof«ili(^'^ 
excepted,)  be  raised  to  fifty  perotti. 

That  all  kinds  of  fkhnss,  sototliov^ 
rated,  and  of  less  value  than  fifty  f^^^ 
yard,  made  wholly  or  in  part  of  .^  ""^ 
nemp,  flax,  or  any  other  m^  *^ 
and  pay  the  same  duty  as  if  of  then»2»f 
cents.  .    j^ 

That  an  extra  duty  be  «««««»"• 
and  merohandiaes,  on  which  i  W  »^ 
allowed  by  ^jr  foreign  nation,  efunB*' 
the  value  of  oaid  bounty.  ^^^ . 

That  foreign  cotton,  and  ^^^^^ 
goods  BQAde  wholly  or  in  pvt  of  m«P 

be  prohibited.  usxiiS, 

That  a  du;ty  be  laid  on  uoo,BtfP' ^ 

manuiaetured  without  roUioft?'^|^|ii 
twenty-five  cents  per  cwi.;  «Sj^i^ 
boltfi,  when  manuiaetured  ^j'Jwiow 
per  cwt;  on  iro%  in  »*^^^r^%4ntt»2 
dollars  per  cwt.;  on  iron,  in  !■?»  ^Lspfft*^ 
per  cwt.5  and  on  iron  castings,  w^jT^jajK* 

Declining  to  enter  into  a  ^rZ  of  ^ 
in  the  tarifi;  requisite  for  the  P^«,B8fr 
branches  now  languishingi  we  m      ^ 
mend  t9  your  partieukr  attenuoa,""^ 
the  following :  ^^  ^efi^ 

Glass,  copperas,  corks,  »NPJ  P^L|i«^? 
pap«r,  gunpowder,  y^^^^S^f^^ 
aU  kinds,  coach  and  i^^wnws  jw^rii* 
shoes,  hats,  capi^  bonnets,  ^^^  b# 
arms,  china  and  earthenfwu«>  PP.  ^i;j 
of  vitriol^  blue  viteiol,  and  (^e^  \^^ 
geneiaUy,  gUt  and  )^f^^^^^ 
mgs  of  every  descwpuon,  P*»**^  hkI  ^ 
umbrellas,  manufactures  ^.  ^a^ 
springs,  screws,  cotton  stooki^"  ^  f^t 

lalepend^t  of  f  ^  ^JJ^P^ 
the  policy  of  aferdmg  aae««*»  r 
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mestie  indiutryyas  berein  recoauneoMt  dedueible 
from  its  promotioa  of  the  geneni  welfare  of  the 
couniryy  and  the  protection  due  to  the  manufac* 
turers,  in  common  with  all  other  classes  of  society, 
as  a  return  for  their  allegiance  to  the  Government, 
we  are  convinced  that  the  farmers  and  planters 
would  largely  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the 
system  we  advocate.  The  planter  would  have  a 
steady  market  for  his  raw  material,  not  subject  to 
those  destructive  fluctuations  which  have  produced 
such  extensive  ruin  within  the  present  year ;  and 
the  farmer  would  have  an  equally  steadv  and  io- 
oreasing^demand  fbr  the  productions  of  nis  iarra, 
many  of  which,  particularly  in  the  interior  of  the 
country,  and  in  the  Western  States,  will  not  bear 
the  expense  of  transportation  to  market  This  ad- 
vantage is  so  palpable,  that  we  shall  only  refer,  in 
illustration  of  it,  to  various  towns  and  villages 
throughout  the  United  States,  in  the  neighborhood 
of  which  lands  and  their  productions  rose  onf»  or 
two  hundred  per  cenL  in  value,  in  consequence  of 
the  extensive  establishment  of  manu&cturea^  and. 
by  their  decay,  have  fallen  below  theif  original 
value. 

In  support  of  our  recommendations,  we  submit 
10  your  consideration  a  comparative  view  of  the 
American  and  British  tariff  m  a  few  aftieles: 

Per  eent.  Ad  vat0rim. 


u 


ao 

30 
20 

15 

,10 
25 


offama*  20 

cotton^       -     26 
coppcB  -       -      25 
glass    -20fliida0 
Imea  -       -      15 
silk     -       -      15 
Oium  and  earthen  wnres  *     20 
Hata,  eapa,  and  bonnets 
WooUenhats       ... 
Stockings,  cotton,  and  woolkn 
Watehes,  4be.      ... 
Goods,  wares,  and  meiehan- 

dise,  not  eniunemted  - 
Oil  of  vitriol        ... 
Ale,  beer,  and  porter,  per  gal- 
lon, cents  -       .       -       - 
Woollen  and  worsted  goods, 
per  square  yard,  cents 
Your  memorialists  will  only  add,  that  they  rely 
with  fill!  oonfid«ice  on  yotsr  patriottsm  ana  wi»- 
dom  for  the  adojpdon  of  sncn  measores  as  will 
promote  the  best  interests  of  our  common  country. 

W.  FEW,  FrmdiBiA. 
Attest :    Math£w  Caret,  Sten^Uay, 


59| 

leo 

41* 
765 


PROTECTION  TO  MANUFACTimcS. 

[CommnaiettBd  to  the  Senate,  Dseamber  S7,  ISII^.] 

To  the  htmarabk  the  Senaie  and  House  of  RepreunU 
atioeooftke  UnUed  Staieo  of  Amerioa  in  Congteu 
muembUdf 

The  memorial  of  the  Anerioan  Soeiety  of  tha 
eitf  of  New  York  for  liie  encourageinent  of  do^ 
mestie  mannAnCttfes^nespectMlyreiiMsents:  That 
>rinkktB  conceive  it  to  be  n  prevalent 


opinion  among  all  those  who  ase  ooneesiiad  iai 
the  present  and  future  welfare  of  the  nation^  dwt 
some  legislative  measures  are  imperiously  neoea* 
sary  to  check  the  evils  which  have  so  deeply  af- 
flicted every  part  of  the  country,  devastated  its 
commercial,  agricultural,  and  manufacturing  io* 
teresfiB,  and  laid  waste  the  pecuoiary  a&irsof  ik» 
people. 

That,  notwithstanding  the  degree  of  embamss- 
ment.  depression,  and  distress,  which  is  so  uni-* 
versally  I'elt,  and  the  gloominess  of  the  present 
prospects  of  every  form  of  honest  industry  and  en* 
terpriae,  your  memorialists  are  persuaded  that  such 
measures  may  be  adopted  by  your  honorable  bod^i 
as  will  afibrd  a  material  and  permanent  relief. 

Your  memorialists  apprehend  that  there  is  as 
little  difierence  of  opinion  in  respect  to  the.  eansea 
which  have,  for  many  year^  been  operating  to 
produce  the  present  crisisy  as  in  respect  to  the  na- 
ture  of  the  evils,,  the  ezistenoe  of  which  they  cb* 
plore ;  and  that  the  time  has  come  when  those  dif** 
ferences  of  sentiment  which  once  prevailed  between 
those  concerned  respectively  in  the  affitiis  of  com- 
m<(roe,  agriculture,  and  manu&ctnres,  are  lost  in 
the  ajiprehension  of  ruin  to  them  all. 

It  IS  felt  by  every  one  to  be  beyond  the  power  ef 
leffislatioii,  to  restore  that  part  of  our  commerea 
wniob  was  destroyed  by  the  pacification  o£  Exh 
rope,  or  to  create  foreign  markets  for  that  surplus 
produce  of  our  soil,  of  which  a  superabondailce  in 
furnished  by  every  other  country.  But  every  eye 
is  turned  to  the  supreme  council  of  the  nation  as 
competent  to  restmin  the  excessive  influx  of  ibr- 
eign  products,  by  which  we  have  b&ea  made  so 
dependent  upon  transatlantic  marked;  have  in^ 
cfirred  an  enormous  balance  of  trade  against  ua; 
have  been  drained  of  our  specie,  demnged  in  oor 
finances,  exhausted^  and  brought  to  the  near  pros- 
pect of  general  impoverishment. 

The  depbrable  efiects  of  this  exoeseive  impottn* 
tion  of  foreign  merchandise  are  so  palpable  and  to 
deeply  felt,  mat  your  memorialises  iorbear  to  dwell 
upon  them,  and  proceed  to  ask  the  attention  of 
yonr  honorable  body  to  those  methods  of  restrain! 
which  they  deem  most  eligiUe,  and  whioh  they 
believe  will  countervail  the  principal  incentives 
and  temptations  to  the  evil  so  much  complained 
of.  And  they  are  persuaded  that  the  credit  al- 
lowed unon  bonds  at  the  ^custom-house,  by  facili- 
titing  the  operations,  and  afibrding  capital  to 
spteulators  and  alien  traders  and  mannfactorera, 
to  the  injury  and  ruin  of  the  regular  Aineriean 
merchant ;  and  the  practice  of  sales  at  auction,  by 
enabling  such  speculators,  traders,  and  maanfao- 
turers,  not  only  to  force  their  goods  upon  the  mar- 
ket immediately  after  their  arrival  in  the  country^ 
but  to  vend  goods  manufactured  for  that  parpQBe» 
and  of  such  inferior  quality  that  no  regular  private 
sale  of  them  could  be  efiected,  are  two  of  the  prinr 
cipal  causes  of  the  excessive  influx  of  forei^ 
manu^MStttres.  Nor  is  there  reason  to  hope  tlmt 
the  evils,  of  which  these  causes  are  so  prolific,  will 
cure  themselves.  The  state  of  Europe  being  such 
as  to  occasion  a  vast  surplus  of  manufactures,  it  is 
inevitable  that  greater  loss  must  accme  upon  that 
surplus  if  detained  at  home,  than  is  hazarded  by 
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the  eipwtation  of  it  to  our  markets.  It  can  be 
aeot  bither  upon  foreign  account,  with  the  follow- 
ing advantages: 

1st.  With  the  certainty  of  an  immediate  sale  hj 
auction,  upon  condition  of  immediate  remittances; 
whereas  sale  at  home  would  have  been  impracti- 
cable, and  the  want  of  the  proceeds  would  probabi  jr 
have  been  ruinous. 

3d.  The  benefit  of  the  credit  upon  the  duties, 
realized  in  the  form  of  interest,  or  of  active  capital. 

3d.  The  very  trifling  expenses  incurred  by  the 
transaction  of  Business  in  thb  manner,  compared 
with  those  which  are  unavoidable  to  a  r^^ar 
mercantile  establishment. 

4  th.  The  animating  prospect  of  utterly  anni- 
hilating all  attempts  at  manufacturing  in  thi.s 
country. 

These  circumstances,  even  should  every  regular 
American  importer  abandon  his  business,  are  suf- 
ficient to  cause  the  countrv,  for  years  to  come,  to  1 
be  inundated  and  overwhamed  with  the  products 
of  foreign  industry. 

In  confirmation  of  this  statement,  your  memo- 
rialists bes  leave  to  add,  that,  in  the  year  1818, 
ffoods  to  the  amount  of  fourteen  millions  of  dol- 
Emv  were  sold  by  public  auction  in  this  city ;  and 
they  believe  that  the  whole  amount  of  such  sales 
in  the  United  States  was  not  less  than  thirty 
millions  of  dollars ;  and  that  the  amount  due  to 
the  Ooyemment  upon  bonds,  which  was  held  by 
importers  as  capital  for  their  ruinous  operations, 
was  not,  and  is  not  at  this  moment,  less  than 
twenty  millions  of  dollars.  But  for  this  credit 
Qjpoa  duties,  and  the  facility  of  these  sales  by  auc- 
tion, it  can  scarcely  be  douoted  but  that  importa- 
tions would  be  restricted  within  reasonable  bounds, 
and  would  be  governed  by  the  fair  demands  of 
regular  business.  The  evils  flowing  from  these 
two  causes  are  common  to  the  trade  with  Europe, 
aad  that  with  India  and  China.  A  vast  amount 
of  the  surplus  products  of  the  two  latter  countries 
is  annually  snipped  by  natives  and  others,  and 
sold  by  public  auction  in  our  markets,  and  the 
proceeds  returned  in  our  precious  metals.  The 
ucitements  to  this  trade^  so  confessedly  ruinous  to 
this  country,  are  precisely  the  same  as  those  which 
operate  upon  the  trade  with  Europe.  The  exist- 
ence of  a  vast  sur|)lus  of  manufactures,  the  bounty 
given  on  importations  by  the  credit  upon  imports 
ere,  the  certainty  of  immediate  sales  and  returns, 
are  temptations  which  it  is  vain  to  hope  will  be 
resisted  or  diminished,  until  the  Legislature  shall 
interpose  its  authority. 

And  your  memorialists  are  convinced  that  any 
measures  which  should  go  to  remove  these  causes 
of  evil  would  not  only  preserve  the  nation  from 
further  and  more  hopeless  embarrassment,  but 
would  afibrd  matenai  relief  to  the  commercial, 
agricultural,  and  manufacturing  interests  of  the 
country ;  nor  can  they  imagine  any  alleviation  of 
the  present  distress,  which  shall  not  extend  to 
these  several  tranches  of  industry  and  enterprise. 
They  therefore  respectfully  pray  your  honorable 
body — 

Ist.  To  abolish  credits  on  the  duties  accruing 
on  imports. 


M.  To  impose  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent  upon  all 
foreign  and  domestic  ^oods  sola  by  aoetioo,  with 
the  exception  of  farming  stock  and  utensils,  goods 
sold  under  execution  or  otherwise,  by  direction  of 
courts  of  law  or  equity. 

And  in  consideration  of  the  great  impoitance 
of  protecting  the  cultivation  of  cotton,  the  prin- 
cipal staple  of  the  country,  by  securing  to  it  a 
preference  in  foreign  markets,  and  shielding  it 
from  the  ruinous  fluctuations  incident  to  a  compe- 
tition with  the  overwhelming  quantities  and  infe- 
rior qualities  of  India  and  other  parts  of  the  world ; 
as  also  in  consideration  of  the  great  importance  of 
afibrdiDg  security  and  permanency  to  tne  interests 
of  the  manufactories  of  cotton,  and  especially  of 
the  coarser  fabrics,  already  established  in  thb 
country,  your  memorialists  further  pray  that  Con- 
gress would  restrict  the  importation  of  cotton 
floods  to  such,  and  such  only,  as  have  been  mana- 
actured  wholly  from  the  raw  material  grown  in 
the  United  States,  and  to  increase  the  duties  on 
all  cottons  of  foreign  CTowth. 

Your  memorialists  forbear  to  enter  into  any  de- 
tail, or  to  advance  any  further  arguments  in  sup- 
port of  what  they  deem  to  be  the  only  sound  policy 
of  the  Grovernment  of  the  United  States;  but 
they  respectfully  beg  reference  to  two  important 
documents  emanating  from  the  GrovenimeDtoo 
this  sbbiect,  viz : 

IsL  The  report  of  Alexander  Hamihon,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  of  January,  1790. 

2d.  The  report  ot  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
and  Manufactures,  of  the  13th  of  January  and 
the  6th  of  March,  1816  -,  which  they  trust  will 
place  this  subject  in  its  proper  point  of  view. 

And  your  memorialists  further  respectiUlypniy 
that  such  alterations,  amendments,  and  inereaaeof 
the  tariff^  may  be  made,  as  Congress  in  their  wis- 
dom may  Judge  best  calculated  to  «icoitrage  the 
industry  of  the  people,  and  secure  to  the  nation 
the  advantages  of  Ineir  enteipriae  and  labor. 

W.  FEW,  PN9idmL 

DfiCBMBBR  16,  1819. 


REMONSTRANCE  AGAINST  AN  IN  GREASE 
OF  DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

[Commutticatsd  to  the  Hoose,  Jannaiy  3,  I8S0.J 

To  the  C<mgre»8  oftke  United  States: 

The  remonstrance  of  the  Virginia  Agricultural 
Society  of  Fredericksburg  agamst  the  attempts 
now  making,  b^  our  domestic  manufacturers  and 
their  friends,  to  increase  the  duties  upon  foreign 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  respectfully  repre- 
sents: 

That  it  is  the  indisputable  right  of  every  free 
people  to  petition  and  remonstrate,  either  individu- 
ally or  collectively,  not  only  against  siievances 
actually  inflicted,  but  against  such  also  as  are 
either  seriously  threatened  or  meditated. 

That  hostility,  resulting  irom  true  icpoblican 
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principles,  to  partial  taxation,  exclusive  privileges, 
and  monopolies  created  by  law,  was  the  primary 
cause  of  our  glorious  and  ever  memorable  Revo- 
lution. 

That,  although  most  of  us  are  only  the  descen- 
dants of  those  patriots  who  achieved  that  Revolu- 
tion, by  the  lavish  expenditure  of  their  treasure 
and  their  blood,  yet  that  we  inherit  enough  of 
their  spirit  to  fed  equal  aversion  to  similar  oppres- 
sions; at  the  same  time,  we  confidently  trust  that 
neither  we,  nor  our  sons  after  us,  will  ever  be  found 
backward  or  reluctant  in  offering  up  at  the  shrine 
of  national  good  and  national  happmess  any  sacri- 
fices, however  great,  which  their  promotion  and 
preservation  may  obviously  and  necessarily  re- 
quire. But  we  nave  been  taught  to  believe  that 
a  parental  Government — a  Grovernment  founded 
upon  the  immutable  and  sacred  principles  of  truth, 
justice,  and  liberty — ^if  she  required  sacrifices  at  all 
from  those  whom  she  is  so  solemnly  bound  to  pro- 
tect, would  make  them  such  as  should  operate 
equally  upon  every  member  of  the  community. 

That  we  view  with  great  concern,  both  na- 
tionally and  individually,  certain  late  attempts, 
on  the  part  of  various  descriptions  of  domestic 
manufacturers,  to  induce  your  honorable -body  to 
increase  the  duties  upon  impdrts,  already  so  high 
as  to  amount,  upon  many  articles,  nearly  to  a 
prohibition.  The  increased  cost  upon  some  of 
these  may  truly  be  designated  a  tax  upon  know- 
ledge, if  not  a  bounty  to  ignorance;  such,  for 
example,  as  the  duty  upon  books  in  foreign  lan- 
guages, and  upon  philosophical,  mathematical, 
8un[ical,  and  chemit^d  instruments. 

That,  althooffh,  these  attempts  are  sustained 
under  the  plausible  pretext  of  "promoting  national 
industry,"  they  are  calculated  (we  will  not  say  in 
deiigii^  but  certainly  in  egect)  to  produce  a  tax 
highly  impolitic  in  its  nature,  partial  in  its  opera- 
tion, and  oppressive  in  its  effect ;  a  tax,  in  fact,  to 
be  levied  prmcipally  on  the  great  body  of  agricul- 
turists, who  constitute  a  large  majority  of  the 
whole  American  people,  and  who  are  the  chief 
consumers  of  all  foreign  imports. 

That  such  a  tax  would  be  a  flagrant  violation 
of  the  soundest  and  most  important  principles  of 
political  economy,  amongst  which  we  deem  the 
following  to  be  incontrovertibly  true ;  that^  as  the 
interests  of  dealers  and  consumers  necessarily  con* 
flict  with  each  other,  the  first  always  aiming  to 
fiorrow,  whilst  the  latter,  who  form  the  majority 
of  every  nation,  as  constantly  endeavor  to  marge 
competition ;  bv  which  enlargement  alone  extrava- 
gant prices  and  exorbitant  profits  are  prevented,  it 
IS  the  duty  of  every  wise  and  just  Qovernment  to  se- 
cure the  consumers  against  both  exorbitant  profits 
and  extravagant  prices,  by  leaving  competition  as 
free  and  open  as  possible. 

That  in  this  v^ay  alone  can  the  benefits  of  good 
government  be  equalized  among  the  various  orders 
and  classes  of  society,  the  prosperity  and  happi- 
ness of  which  depena  not  upon  immunities,  privi- 
leges, and  monopolies  granted  to  one  class  or  order 
at  the  expense  of  another,  but  upon  the  unfettered 
exercise  of  talent,  skill,  and  industry,  directed  and 
employed  in  whatever  manner,  ancl  «ipon  .whatso- 


ever objects  of  pursuit,  each  individual  may  select 
for  himself;  provided,  always,  that  such  objects 
be  not  incompatible  with  the  public  good ;  for  so 
to  use  your  own  rights  as  not  to  injure  the  righto 
of  others,  is  not  less  the  dictate  of  common  sense 
and  common  honesty  than  it  is  a  cardinal  maxim 
of  all  legitimate  government. 

That  national  industry  is  best  promoted  bj 
leaving  ever^r  member  of  society  free  to  apply  his 
labor  and  his  knowledge  according  to  his  own 
choice,  exempt  from  all  restraints  but  such  as  the 
public  eood  requires,  and  burdened  with  no  tax 
but  such  as  shall  be  both  impartial,  and  as  mod- 
erate as  the  exi|^ncies  of  the  State  will  permit. 

That,  according  to  the  natural  progress  of  so- 
ciety in  every  country  favorably  situated  for  agri- 
culture, the  class  of  manufacturers  is  the  last  to 
spring  up;  but  that  it  will  necessarily  do  sck  as 
soon  as  either  the  natural  or  artificial  wants  oi  the 
people  create  a  demand  for  their  labors. 

That  any  legislative  interference  to  force  either 
this  or  any  other  class  into  existence  by  the  strong 
arm  of  power,  exercised  in  levying  taxes  to  support 
the  forced  class,  contrary  to  tne  wishes  and  inter- 
ests of  the  other  members  of  the  community,  \fi 
not  only  bad  policy,  but  oppression ;  because  taxes 
of  any  kind,  to  oe  rightruliy  levied,  should  be 
equal,  and  should  be  imposed,  not  for  the  emolt^ 
ment  of  any  one  portion  of  society  at  the  expense 
of  the  rest,  but  lor  the  support  of  Government 
alone. 

That  either  to  exclude  foreign  manufactures^  or 
to  tax  them  very  heavily,  under  a  notion  of  im- 
proving those  of  domestic  fabric,  lessens  the  profits 
of  agriculture;  diminishes  the  public  revenue, 
either  by  augmenting  the  number  of  smugglets, 
or  by  enabling  the  domestic  manufacturer  to  pocket 
that  sum  which  otherwise  would  go  into  the  pub- 
lic treasury,  under  the  form  of  an  import  duty; 
and  at  the  same  time  secures  to  him  the  power  of 
practising  upon  the  community  the  double  impo- 
sition of  deteriorating  his  goods,  and  selling  them 
at  a  higher  price ;  because  that  competition  which 
constitutes  the  only  security  for  skill,  industry,  and 
moderate  prices,  is  either  entirely  removed,  or  so 
limited  as  not  to  be  felt. 

"  That  all  free  trade,  of  whatever  description, 
must  be  a  mutual  benefit  to  the  paities  engaged  in 
it,"  notwithstanding  the  profiu  arising  therefrom 
may  be  somewhat  unequally  divided ;  because  by 
free  trade  alone  can  supply  and  demand  (the  two 
circumstances  upon  which  trade  of  every  kind 
depends,)  be  kept  nearly  equal  to  each  other. 

"  That,  instead  of  struggling  against  the  dictates 
of  reason  and  nature,  and  madly  attempting  to 
produce  every  thing  at  home,  countries  should 
study  to  direct  their  labors  to  those  departments 
of  industry  for  which  their  situation  and  circomr 
stances  are  best  adapted." 

"  That  the  use  of  capital  should  be  left,  as  much 
as  possible,  to  the  care  of  those  to  whom  it  be- 
longs ;  because  they  will  be  most  likely  to  discover 
in  what  line  it  can  be  employed  to  the  greatest 
advantage." 

And  tnat  the  best  regulated  and  happiest  com- 
mumties  are  those  wherein  all  the  various  trades, 
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pnfemkmsy  nni  callings,  enjoy  equal  rights,  and 
eoatribate  eqoally  to  the  necessary  support  of  their 
^mmon  €h)yemnient ;  bat  that  if  any  one  should 
he  thought  to  have  superior  claims  to  the  fostering 
eareof  the  National  Legislature,  it  should  be  ^the 
lillem  of  the  earth — <he  fountain-head  of  ail  wealth, 
of  all  power,  and  of  all  prosperity." 

The  sagacious  and  patriotic  Franklin  has  said 
(and  we  believe  he  never  uttered  a  better  or  wiser 
remark)  ''that  most  of  the  statutes  or  acts,  edicts. 
arrets,  and  placards,  of  parliaments,  princes,  and 
Bfatea,  for  regulating,  directing,  or  restraining 
trade,  have,  we  think,  been  either  political  blun- 
ders, or  jobs  obtained  by  artful  men  for  private 
advantage^  imder  pretence  of  public  good." 

Your  petitioners  have  thus  freely,  but  respect- 
fblly,  endeavored  to  represent  to  your  honorable 
Itody  their  views  of  a  policy  which  you  are  so  im- 
IMrtuaately  ur^  to  adopt,  but  upon  which  we 
should  have  said  nothing,  haviuff  due  confidence 
both  in  your  willingness  and  abiTity  to  protect  the 
.tftvat  landed  interests  of  our  countrv,  had  we  not 
•Mwn  appitibcttsive  that  silence  mignt  possibly  be 
teniArued  into  consent,  if  all  who  are  attached  to 
Ihose  interesta  had  forborne  to  speak,  when  so 
MamoroQsty  and  powerfully  assailed.  To  guard 
against  the  possibility  of  misapprehension,  we  take 
this  ^ccaaion  to  say,  that  we  are  incapable  of  feel- 
ing any  tkiog  like  enmity  towards  either  manu- 
-fketarers  or  env  other  useful  description  of  our 
fellow-citizens,  but  heartily  wish  them  all  the  suc- 
cess to  which  their  skill  and  industry  may  entitle 
them,  in  whatsoever  way  applied ;  provided,  al- 
ways^ that  such  application  be  not  made  at  our 
risk,  and  continued  at  our  cost.  We  will  go  fur- 
tker,  and  pledge  ourselves  to  prefer  whatever  they 
BMy  marmifactttre,  at  any  time  that  they  will  make 
tiM  price  and  tlie  quality  the  same  with  the  quality 
•  aad  price  of  similar  articles  of  foreign  fabric.  To 
^re  tnore  fer  any  article  simply  because  it  is  made 
atiMme  may  suit  the  feelings  of  political  enihu- 
aiasm,  bat  it  can  never  promote  the  interests  either 
-of  iadiridualB  or  of  nations.  To  buy  as  cheap  as 
'Yoa  can,  no  matter  where,  and  to  sell  as  dear,  is 
tiia  maxim  which  should  regulate  the  commerce 
of  both ;  for  if  competition  be  left  free,  neither  can 
ba  exorbitant  in  their  demands.  We  ask  no  tax 
upen  manufacturers  for  our  benefit ;  neither  do  we 
'dmre  «ay  tbin^  of  Government  to  enable  us  to 
cultivate  the  soil  as  profitably  as  we  could  wish, 
'tet  tolea^e  us^lree,  so  far  as  it  depends  on  them, 
tO'aairy  our  products  to  the  best  market  we  can 
find,  and  to  purchase  what  we  want  in  return,  on 
the  beat  terms  we  ean,  either  at  home  or  abroad. 
Wa  will  ever  support  the  Government  of  our 
•eboiee  in  all  just  and  rightful  undertakings,  both 
with  our  fortunes  and  our  lives ;  but  we  will  never 
▼ekratarily  contribute  to  maintain  either  manu- 
facturers, or  any  other  class  of  citizens,  by  the 
S^yment  of  unequal  and  fiartial  taxes,  by  award- 
g  to  them  exclusive  privileges,  or  by  sustaining 
them  in  the  enjoyment  of  oppressive  monopolies, 
which  are  ultimately  to  grind  both  us  and  our 
children  after  us  "  into  dust  and  ashes." 
All  wbicb  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAB.  M.  GARNBTT,  I^WI. 


PAYMENT  OF  DUTIE8  IN  CASH. 

[CooiiDQnicsted  to  the  House,  Jmnuary  6,  IdSQLj 

To  ike  kemotabk  ike  8maie  and  Hettee  ef  Repre- 
•enUUwuofthe  VmUed SUiiee  cf  Amerieam  tmt^ 
greee  aeeembied,- 

The  memorial  and  petition  of  die  nodersigued, 
merchants  and  citizens  of  Baltimore;,  respecmilljr 
showeth,  that  they,'  with  their  fellow-citizens  gen- 
erally, beinff  seriously  afiected  by,  and  deeply  im- 
pnessed  witE  a  sense  of,  the  pecuniary  embarrass- 
racttt  which  prevails  in  evetv  section  of  the  coun- 
try, beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  superior  wisdom  of 
Congress  what  appears  to  them  as  being  among 
the  prominent  exciting  and  sustaining  causes  of 
the  preaent  diatress^  and  respectfully  to  petition  for 
a  modification,  wnich  they  are  nily  persuaded 
would  aA>rd  very  considerable,  if  not  entire  relief. 

The  very  libetal  policy  which  has  been  pursued 
by  the  American  Government  in  rdation  to  com- 
merce, and  particularly  in  regard  to  the  cdkction 
of  the  duties  on  imparted  merchandise,  appears  to 
ycMT  memorialists  to  have  eaused  the  accumula- 
tion of  a  stock  of  foreign  goods,  not  only  in  the 
aea]x>rt  towns,  but  also  tbraaghout  every  part  of 
the  interior  of  our  country,  considerably  above  its 
necessary  consumption,  or  the  means  of  iaune^ 
diate  payment. 

The  heavy  stocks  thus  accumulated,  appear,  in 
some  measure,  and  in  several  descriptions  of  mer- 
chandise,  to  be  kept  up  by  the  extended  credits  on 
which  these  articles  may  be  obtained  in  Europe, 
but  more  particularly  by  the  inviting  convenience 
of' the  liberal  credits  given  by  the  GoTermnent 
here  for  the  pavment  or  the  duties  on  importation, 
which  not  only  encourages  the  American  mer- 
chants to  project  a  scale  of  trade  fully  equal  to 
oar  means  of  remittance^  in  the  produce  of  our 
laud  -and  labor,  taken  from  us  by  foreign  countries, 
bat  also  holds  out  the  stronger  inducement  for /or- 
eign  houses  to  press  into  the  country  larjge  addi- 
tional Boi^ies  on  their  own  account,  wbicJ^,  if  it 
ever  were  desirable,  in  the  more  infant  state  of  the 
coHMoerce  of  this  country,  to  eaeooruie  the  use  of 
foreign  capital  to  aid  the  imaorf  trtm^  your  me- 
morialists apprehend  that  tae  period   nas  now 
arrived  which  renders  such  a  policy  rather  an 
cfvil  than  a  benefit.    The  wealtn  thus  acquired 
out  of  American  industry  by  transient  merchants, 
or  for  foreign  account,  generally,  in  the  end,  leaves 
the  country;  while,  in  the  progress  of  diis  trade, 
their  operationa  oppress  it  with  debt,  and  craiie  a 
constant  demand  upon  it  for  specie.    In  the  mean 
time  a  considerable  amount  of  American  capital, 
for  want  of  employment,  has  been  drawn  into 
various  unnatural  channels ;  among  others,  your 
memorialists  beg  leave  to  notice  the  fitting  out  ot 
vessels  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting,  under  for- 
eign colors^  illicit  privateering  and  piracy,  and  for 
enaagiMr  in  the  cruel  and  unnatural  traffic  to 
Africa  for  slaves ;  to  the  great  demoralizing  ten- 
dency upon  the  mariners  of  our  country^  wEo  are 
thus  employed  to  execute  crimes  which  onginale  in 
the  secret  rorabodlags  and  projects  of  others  resid- 
ing among  as. 
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A  lar^  amount  of  American  capital,  employcxl 
by  some  of  the  most  respectable  nooses  hitherto 
engaged  in  the  import  trade,  has  also  been  forced 
oat  of  it,  by  the  superior  advantages  and  obrious 
riralship  ot  those  who  work  on  foreign  account, 
in  the  various  refinements  which  take  place  be- 
tween owner  and  agent,  in  regard  ta  the  original 
cost  on  which  duties  are  paid. 

In  addition  to  what  would  be  the  demand  for 
foreign  merchandise,  under  a  wholesome  operation 
of  trade,  your  memorialists  be^  leave  to  suggest 
that  importations  of  goods,  obtamed  on  credit  m  a 
foreign  market,  thus  paying  a  duty,  on  an  extended 
credit  here,  have  been  effected  to  a  very  considera- 
ble extent,  wilh  the  exclusive  design  of  raising 
funds  for  other  objects.  Large  consignments  of 
merchandise  are  also  made  1^  foreign  houses,  to 
their  agents  and  others  residing  in  this  country, 
upon  the  information  taken  from  American  orders 
and  commissions,  after  the  American  merchants 
had  given  these  orders,  to  the  full  extent  that  it 
was  safe  and  proper  to  be  done;  and  many  of  the 
ffoods,  thus  imported,  being  sold  at  puUic  auction 
for  cash,  afford  to  tne  foreign  owner  the  use  of 
capital  equal  to  the  amount  and  credit  on  the 
duties. 

Voyages  have  likewise  been  executed  to -and 
from  the  West  Indies,  first  by  purchasing  a  cargo 
in  this  country  on  extended  credit,  with  a  view  q€ 
reali2ittff  the  return  cai^,  in  cash,  before  the  credit 
on  the  nrst  or  the  credit  on  the  duties  would  expire. 

A  eargo  of  teas,  arriving  in  this  country,  to  a 
favorable  market,  and  immediately  sold,  wiU  fur- 
nish the  means,  both  as  to  time  and  amount,  for 
B  new  voyage,  of  equal  value,  by  the  credit  alone 
which  is  allowed  for  the  payment  of  the  duties, 
without  the  aid  of  anjr  other  capital.  A  cargo  oi 
West  India  spirits,  arriving,  and  bein^  sold,  under 
the  same  circumstances,  will  furnish,  in  like  man- 
ner, the  means  of  two  subsequent  vx>yages,  the 
second  double  the  amount  of  the  first,  oobre  the 
expiration  of  the  credit  on  the  duties. 

The  accommodation  of  a  long  credit,  on  the 
very  heavy  duties  now  payable  on  nearly  all  Im- 
ported merchandise,  but  more  especially  on  teas, 
foreign  spirits,  wines,  sugars,  oOnee,  and  foreign 
manufactured  goods,  by  constituting  a  considera- 
ble part  of  the  price  for  which  they  are  sold  in 
this  market,  thus  forms  a  prominent  consideration 
in  the  commercial  object  of  some  merchants,  under 
particular  circumstances,  without  any  regard  to 
the  evil  consequences,  both  public  and  private, 
which  attend  their  operations.  If  the  rate  of  duties 
were  increased  to  double  their  nresent  amotint  pay- 
able on  the  same  term  of  credit,  the  defect  in  the 
policy  of  giving  a  long  credit  on  heavy  duties 
-would  be  rendered  still  more  obvious,  by  a  great 
enlargement  of  unsound  commercial  operations, 
with  an  equal  increase  of  all  the  other  eiols  which 
attend  the  present  system. 

In  this  state  of  commerc'ral  existence,  your  me- 
morialists beg  leave  further  to  suggest  that  the 
immense  overstock  of  foreign  merc&ndise,  dius, 
in  some  measure,  forced  into  the  coimtry,  soon  be-* 
comes  pressed,  from  the  superabundance,  into  the 
iaierior-— ^nerally  on  extended  credits. 


The  merchants  of  the  interior  are  thereby  ena- 
bled to  offer  their  inerchandise  on  the  same  or 
more  alluring  credits,  almost  at  the  door  of  every 
consumer;  while  the  consumers  too  often,  in  re- 
turn, relaxing  in  their  industry,  and  neffleoting  to 
improve  the  advantages  whicn  nature  has  j^aced 
around  them,  continue  to  supply  themselves  out 
of  the  foreign  stock,  until  debt  and  embamasment 
have  arrested  the  procedure.  Your  memorialiMs 
are  aware  that  the  late  excessive  and  fictitious 
banking  operations  contributed  greatly  to  delude 
the  American  community;  and  that  goods  of 
domestic  fabric,  when  offered  in  excessive  quanti- 
ties, and  on  immoderate  credits,  would  also  havie 
a  tendency  lo  impair  industry  amongst  the  con- 
sumers. But  it  must  appear  equally  obvio«s  that 
a  fkir  demand  would  exhilarate  manufaeturing 
industry,  and  that,  in  the  same  eommenwealtk, 
an  equilibrium  must  aoon  take  place.  But  tbe 
wide  <yfference  ^tween  <he  policy  whieh  iniriMs 
the  expenditure  of  wealth,  even  upon  luzoriet, 
produced  from  the  industrious  labor  of  our  owik 
country,  and  the  policy  which  invites  to  the  ex- 
penditui>e  of  ihe  same  wealth  upon  lusmriee  of  for- 
eign origin,  thus  supporting  foreijgn  industry' and 
n^eoting  domestic,  your  memorialiste  aiq^ehead 
to^  worthy  of  a  pe^diar  constdemtion. 

From  the  practice  and  habit  of  using-  foreigft 
goods  in  such  abundance,  your  memorialista  fot- 
Vhxt  apprehend  that  an  unwarrantable  preyadiee 
has  been  created  in  favor  of  them,  to  the  great 
moral  injury  of  tbe  American  community,  who 
are  now  disposed  to  consider  many  of  those  arti- 
cles not  only  as  matters  of  convenience- and  com- 
fort, but  also  as  the  test  of  im|K>rtance  among  their 
feUow-citizens.  -  The  expensive  woollen,  cotton, 
aufd  linen  fabrics  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ; 
the  costly  silks  of  Ghima,  France,  and  >  Italy ;  tiie 
coffee,  sugar,  and  teas  of  the  Indies ;  the  extrava- 
gant wines  df  Madeira,  dbc.  are,  from  an  aoquired 
taste,  producing  a  vitiated  standard  of  pvbiic  opin- 
ion, considered  essential  for  the  taUe,  and  for  the 
appuel  of  a  resnectalde  family  in  the  American 
community,  ana  constitute  &  very  considerable 
part  t>f  their  consumption  and  expenditure.  If  the 
amount  annually  paid  for  the  exceasire  prfl^wr- 
tions  of  these  luxuries  was,  only  for  a  few  veara, 
saved  to  the  country,  your  memorialists  feel  con- 
fident that  the  United  States  would  be  placed,  on 
the  scale  of  independent  prosaerity,  above  tbto 
rivalship  of  any  e&er  people ;  out  as  the  natural 
consequence  of  an  import  trade  greatly  overdone, 
from  ^e. pauses : which. your  memorialists  have 
had  the  honor  to  suggest,  the  interior  of  the  coun- 
try now  stands  largely  indebted  to  the  merchants 
or  the  seaport  towiis,  while  the  latter  ate  scarcely 
less  in  debt  to  foreign  cpuntries ;  and  to  meet  the 
balance  of  trade  tmis  created  against  us,  or,  with 
a  view  to  new  importations,  after  the  produce  of 
the  country  is  taken  abroad  to  the  extent  of  the 
present  demand  for  it,  they  are  engaged  in  collect- 
ing and  ex|>orting  a  part  of  the  small  quantity  of 
specie  remaining  in  the  country^  which  it  is  now 
manifest  would  nave  been  carried  out  to  a  greater 
extent  but  for  the  extensive  sales  and  hypotheca- 
tion of  American  atodn  in  fingland  amce  the  late 
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war,  contributing  hitherto  to  keep  down  the  pre- 
mium on  exchange,  and  retaining,  for  the  time 
being,  the  specie  in  the  country,  but  still  leaving 
the  nation,  to  an  equal  amount,  in  debt  for  future 
settlement. 

Your  ^memorialists,  therefore,  with  a  view  to 
sound  national  policy,  by  raising  an  additional  bar- 
rier to  the  excessive  importation  of  foreign  goods 
above  our  means  of  payment ;  with  a  view  to  a 
more  equal  and  correct  payment  of  the  duties; 
with  a  view  to  check  the  inordinate  preference 
given  to  foreign  productions,  by  bringing  those  of 
our  own  country  more  into  use ;  with  a  view  to  im- 
prove the  condition  of  commerce,  by  coercing  trade 
more  into  operations  for  cash,  or  on  shorter  credits; 
with  a  view  to  secure  to  the  resident  American  mer- 
chant, and  thus  to  the  country,  the  profits  growing 
outof  American  trade ;  with  a  view  to  turn  the  bal- 
ance of  trade  as  much  as  possible  in  our  favor,  and 
thereby  to  bring  back  a  portion  of  the  precious 
metals ;  and,  finally,  but  still  with  a  view  of  leav- 
ing commerce  free,  tor  the  employment  of  Ameri- 
can capital,  in  all  articles  which  the  country  may 
lequire,  and  can  afford  to  consume,  whetner  as 
matters  of  necessity^  convenience,  or  objects  of 
taste  and  fancy — ^with  these  views  and  designs, 
your  memorialists  respectfully  oray  that  the  duties 
on  ail  foreign  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  im- 

K>rted  into  the  United  States,  may  be  made  paya- 
e  in  cash ;  or,  if  the  goods  are  put  into  the  pub- 
lic stores^  that  the  duties  may  be  made  to  bear  an 
interest  from  the  date  of  one  month  after  the  entry 
of  the  vessel  in  which  they  may  be  imported. 

And,  under  the  influence  of  a  sense  of  justice, 
actuated  by  feelings  of  humanity,  and  with  a 
high  regard  for  the  reputation  or  their  country, 
and  particularly  for  the  city  in  which  they  reside, 
your  memorialists  further  pray  that  effectual  mea- 
sures may  be  taken  to  arrest  the  practice,  which, 
it  is  apprehended,  still  prevails  to  a  considerable 
extent)  of  employing  American  vessels  and  Ameri- 
can mariner^  under  foreign  colors,  in  unlawful 
privateering  and  piracy,  as  well  as  in  the  African 
slave  trade.  • 

WM.  PATTERSON,  and  othm. 

Baltimore,  Deember  20, 1819. 


OBJECTIONS  TO  THB  CASH  PAYMENT  OF 

DUTIES,  &c. 

[Commanicated  to  the  Hoase,  January  6,  1830.] 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Houee  ofRqaruent- 
ativee  of  the  United  Staiea  of  America,  m  Con- 
greet  aeeembied : 

The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
the  city  of  New  York  respectfuUv  showeth,  that 
your  memorialists  have  been  informed  that  pe- 
titions are  about  to  be  laid  before  your  honorable 
body,  from  this  cit)r  and  elsewhere,  praying  that  a 
law  be  passed  altering  the  system  ot  collecting  the 
revenue  in  such  manner  as  to  make  the  duties 
payable  in  cash,  in  place  of  allowing,  according 
to  the  establishea  practice,  a  credit  on  bonds ;  the 


nature  and  consequeDces  of  theprop«::^ 
so  interesting  to  ail  those  concemol  iiat^o 
commerce  oi  the  United  States,  your  a»^ 
will  respectfully  attempt  to  point  ootJit^ 
lature  of  their  country. 

The  present  sy^stem  of  collectmgb^: 
a  part  of  the  first  revenue  laws  of;i  >j 
States:  it  was  proposed  thirty  years  vr.j 
the  ablest  financiers  of  which  (idios'i 
boast,  was  adopted  after  the  matiMit^j 
tion,  and  lias  since  been  manytiiDasi:* 
re-examined;  laws  and  regulations  ui^.. 
and  to  preserve  the  rights  of  the  Oig:. 
have  been  carefully  devised;  aad .::;'. 
safety  be  said,  that  m  no  cooatrf  Tiz]t>" 
the  imposts  oeen  collected  with  aajer..^ 
at  a  less  expense;  and,  even  of^sL^* 
which  have  accrued,  it  is  well  bn^i.:^ 
has  been  owing  to  the  want  ofrputtai, 
tention  of  the  officers  intrusted  nu^stsna  j 
of  the  duties. 

From  the  commencement  of  lix^^ 
ernment,  the  ezistinf  system  of  ookK>c- 
ties  has  confessedly  been  in  sxKctsk^ 
the  commerce  and  agriculture  of  tfec£c:>j 
been  fostered  by  it,  and  under  its  d^'- 
United  States  have  advanced  to  toIs  it 
celerity  beyond  example,  and  liafe,ai|^^ 
j[ree,  by  the  activity  of  commercials i*^* 
tional  interests,  stimulated  and  x^^f 
judicious  system,  risen  froma  fUK^^^ 
bleness  to  a  maturity  of  streugik*?*^ 
During  this  lon^  period,  thissy^®*** 
interwoven  and  intimately  conoectrici»' 
interest  of  the  community;  iihasbwe^^ 
acquiesced  in,  and  has  scarcdyi»i»a^' 

even  a  censure;  but  oo'^^*^*?'*^l^^ 
are  called  upon  to  change  laws  of  la^^ 
excellence,  whose  utility  has  ^  **^ 
the  experience  of  thirty  J^^*^^Zl 
others  altogether  new,  and  of  wsOf^^ 
and  efiect.  .        ^^ 

Great  and  sudden  alteratioosof*^^ 
laws  of  a  country  ought  art  BkfJ^^ 
evils  of  magnitude  can  ^^J'^pxd 
the  existing  Taws,  or  great  bfl^  ,j^^ 
to  accrue  from  the  P^^oP^*^  (^  «jftf* 
SODS  ur^ed  against  the  P^^^*^^ 
ing  duties  are,  that  it  teiAto^'^jafl^ 
trading,  and  to  inundate  ^'^^.Qt^ci 

goods.  These  are,  in  part,  ^f^  pfi 
rst  cost,  or  on  the  expenses  ^^T^tfit 
will  increase  the  quantity  i"*P^"\!yi  is>"^' 
lessen  the  profits;  the  ^V^^^^ufSfi 
and  the  consumer  buy  cheaper;  '^^^ 
by  increasing  a  competiuon, thcsn»^^^ 

profit  on  the  trade  will  be  ^^i^^tl^ 
instances  it  will  even  be  carried  ofl*»|n,» 


But  this 


imto^  , 


is  cannot  long  endure  j  f^r^^tJ 
branch,  as  in  every  other,  ««?if"3iicis(^ 
continue  to  be  canied  on  ^^^^¥ 
profit  on  the  capitol  employed.  ^^  .^^xh 
into  the  United  States  is,  ^^^Y0^V 
other  causes ;  the  great  '^^^^\^  ^' 
factures  and  the  decrease  of  wetf  "r  ^.atf 
nations  in  time  of  peace  maflH/aciflri-i 
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sdvesj)  will  miush  nMxre  satisfiietorilv  account 
for  thie  surplus  of  foreign  manofkctured  goods  in 
this  conntry.  But  there  is  another  cause  for  the 
accattiulAtion  of  foreign  manufactures  here,  and 
one  which  may  fairly  be  hailed  as  an  evidence  of 
returning  health  in  the  body  politic,  because  it 
proves  that  we  are  recommencing  habits  of  econ- 
omy and  industry.  By  the  late  Treasury  report, 
it  appears  that  the  amount  of  ^oods  imported  is 
much  reduced ;  taking  this  fact  m  connexion  with 
the  assertions  made  to  your  honorable  body  from 
various  sources,  that  we  are  deluged  with  loreign 
fabrics,  and  the  inference,  not  that  we  have  im- 
ported niOre,  but  that  we  have  consumed  less,  is 
irresistible. 

Another  reisison  urged  against  credits  on  duties 
is,  that  it  Airnisbes  a  capital  for  the  merchant 
equal  to  the  whole  amount  of  duties  bonded. 
This  is  also  true,  but  to  a  certain  degree  only :  so  far 
as  the  importer  of  goods  receives  back  from  the 
buyer  or  consumer  the  duties  for  which  he  has 
bonded  befoi«  the  bonds  have  been  paid,  it  becomes 
to  him  an  additional  capital.  In  the  China  and 
India  tmde,  the  caphal  tnus  raised  out  of  duties  is 
sometimes  Tery  targe,  but  in  all  the  other  branches 
of  the  foreign  eommierce  of  the  United  States  the 
reverse  is  true ;  and  it  is  asserted,  without  fear  of 
contradiction,  that  the  duties  are  jpaid  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, on  an  average,  before  they  are  received 
from  thie  consumer.  But  in  those  cases  where  the 
duties  operate  to  increase  the  capital  of  the  import- 
er, what  is  the  consequence  ?  It  may  benefit  him ; 
it  certainly  does  promote  the  interest  of  the  com- 
munity ;  as  the  amount  of  capital  is  increased,  ^e 
profit  on  capital  is  diminished ;  the  merchant  gives 
more  to  the  agriculturist  for  his  productions,  and 
sells  him  his  supplies  at  a  lower  price. 

Your  memorialists  respectfViUy  solicit  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  some  of  the  consequences  of 
the  proposed  recommendation,  that  the  payment  of 
the  duties  on  goods  should  be  in  cash,  at  the  time 
of  their  arrival. 

Suppose  ssch  a  law  passed  and  rigidly  carried 
into  enfect :  at  any  time  when  it  commences,  the 
prospectivepayments  into  the  Treasury  from  bonds 
for  twelve  months  would  amount  to  about  twenty 
millions  of  dollars ;  the  amount  of  duties  accruing 
during  the  same  period,  and  payable  in  cash,  may 
he  slated  at  about  eighteen  millions  ;  the  contri- 
butions of  the  community  would  thus  be  nearly 
doubled,  and  the  payments  of  two  years  brought 
into  one.  Is  ahy  comimunity,  it  may  folrly  be 
asked,  able  to  bear  an  addition  to  heavy  duties  of 
ninety  per  cent,  in  one  year  ?  and  if  such  an  addi- 
tion couid  be  flolieeted.  the  inqniry  is  of  immense 
importance,  what  would  be  the  conseouenee  to  the 
oommercial,  agricultural,  and  manufaoturing  in- 
terests of  the  country,  of  withdrawing  so  grett  a 
prcmortion  of  actual  capital  from  those  pursuits, 
and  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasuf^l  It 
is  no  less  important  to  inquire  what  Would  be  the 
consequence  to  our  numerous  and  respectable  State 
banks,  of  disturbing,  and  perhaps  withdrawing 
ftom  them  so  great  a  proportion  of  theur  deposit^s, 
and  plaeinff'tfaem  in  the  vaults  of  another  monf^d 
ftnatitutlonl 
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But  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  cannot  sajp^CHe^ 
for  a  moment,  that  a  law  will  be  enacted  ngid^ 
enforcing  the  payment  of  duties  in  carii  on  the 
arrival  of  the  goods,  or  that,  if  enacted,  it  could 
possibly  be  carried  into  effect.  A  new  law  must 
provide  for  a  ^eat  number  of  contingent  cases : 
when  goods  arnve,  soUie  consignees  may  be  absettt, 
some  may  be  dead,  some  have  become  bankrupt, 
some  refuse  to  receive  the  consignment;  some 
parcels  of  goods  may  be  without  invoices,  othen 
damaged ;  a  malignant  sickness  prevailing  in  a  port 
may  prevent  any  consignee  from  enteringhis|||ood8. 
These  cases  will  show  the  absolute  necessity  of 
warehouses  being  provided  by  the  collectors^  to 
receive  such  goods  as  are  not  entered,  and  of  aip- 
pointing  a  time  by  law  when,  if  not  entered  and 
the  duties  paid,  they  shall  be  sold.  So  many  ex- 
ceptions Will  become  necessary  in  the  operaaoas 
of  the  law.  that  the  new  system,  instead  of  beinjr 
for  the  collection  of  duties  in  cash  on  the  anivu 
of  the  goods,  will  really  be  for  the  coUection  of 
duties  on  goods  after  the^r  have  been  stored ;  thus, 
as  to  a  cr^it  on  the  duties,  the  old  and  new  sys- 
tems will  anproximat&— the  security  for  duties  oh 
the  former,  bonds  with  surety,  and,  on  the  latter, 
the  goods  themselves.  If  ^re  is  any  sulvantage 
to  the  Government  in  this  change^  it  will  be  gainSd 
by  the  introduction  of  serious  evils  and  disadvan- 
tages ;  the  charges  of  coUection  will  be  encrmobily 
enhanced,  and  the  number  of  offices  (neatly  in- 
creased. Individuals  will  be  subjected  to  addi- 
tional expenses,  to  new  and  rexatious  regulations 
at  the  custom-houses,  together  with  delays  in  busi- 
ness^ and  injury  to  the  goods  stored.  Although 
the  expense  and  inconvenience  of  storing  gocm 
be  very  great,  stUl  the  circum^anees  of  many 
merchants  would  make  it  necessary  to  suh«iit  to 
them ;  others,  more  wealthy,  would  be  able  to  pay 
the  duties  on  arrival,  and  thereby  avoid  those  in- 
conveniences;  in  this  class  will  be  found  the  for- 
eign agent,  who  will  be  furnished  with  Amds  by 
drawing  on  his  principal  at  home,  or  his  faietcar 
here;  thus  the  tendency  of  ^  system  will  be  to 
create  and  sustain  a  monopoly  in  the  hands  of 
foreign  and  other  capitalists,  and  to  oppt^ssand 
bear  down  that  class  whose  moderatie  meSns  aiwl 
frtBi  industry  strengdien  and  invigoMte  the  best 
interests  of  the  eommuniiy. 

The  efl^t  of  the  proposed  measure  on  the  rev- 
enue  of  the  country  cannot  fail,  in  the  opinkw  of 
your  menkorialists,  to  be  seriously  embarrassing  (o 
the  Qoveri&ment.  The  pavment  of  duties  in  sAih, 
or  a  charee  of  interest  from  the  arrival  of  the 
goods  until  the  duties  are  paid,  wiU,  it  is  thic^  be 
eqfaal  to  an  additiohal  duty  <yf  about  ^ye  per  cent ; 
but  still,  a  change  from  a  system  well  understood, 
to  one  whose  operations  are  unknown  and  uncer- 
tain, will  alarm  the  timid,  and  increase  the  caution 
of  tne  prudent  merchant,  and,  until  all  its  conse- 
quences are  developed,  will  have  a  tendency  ^freatly 
to  restrain  and  limit  the  commercial  operations  of 
the  coimtry,  and  proportionahly  lessen  the  duties 
on  importations;  and  the  Treasury^  after  the  first 
'  year,  will  have  parted  with  a  fund  in  bonds  Mual 
at  all  times  to  about  twenty  mfliions  of  d^urs. 
payable  within  twelve  months^  und  which  woiila 
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wlwrnya  prove  a  solid  resource  in  case  of  a  war 
with  a  maritime  nation. 

Tour  memorialists  feel  a  deep  solicitude  on  this 
subject,  and  are  earnestly  desirous  that  the  National 
Legislature  may  see  that  the  difficulties  to  which 
the  commerce  of  this  countrv  has  been  exposed 
have  arisen  out  of  the  great  cnanges  which  have 
taken  place  in  the  state  of  the  world  some  years 
past,  and  that  our  sufferings  have  been  in  common 
with  other  nations ;  that  the  evils  complained  of 
win  naturally  regulate  themselves;  and  that  to 
attempt  to  remove  them  by  changing  the  estab- 
lished system  of  the  country,  and  intnnlucing  new 
laws  making  duties  payable  in  cash,  will  be  equally 
unavailing  and  injurious. 

The  GMmber  of  Commerce,  having  thus  taken 
the  liberty  respectfully  to  express  their  sentiments 
on  one  great  national  question,  hope  it  will  not  be 
considered  presumptuous  if  they  introduce  another 
important  subject  to  the  attention  of  your  honor- 
able body.  Memorials  from  this  citv  and  else- 
wiiere  will,  it  is  understood,  be  laid  oefore  Con- 
gress^ recommending  that  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent, 
be  laid  on  all  sales  at  auction.  This,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  your  memorialists,  is  equivalent  to  recom- 
mendinff  a  law  prohibiting  all  sales  at  auction. 
The  poflcy  of  regulating,  and  the  impolicy  of  pro- 
hibitmg  sales  at  auction,  seem  to  be  equally  clear 
and  cerlain. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  goods  sold  at  auc- 
tion in  the  United  States  are  on  account  of  for- 
eigners, who  ship  them  direct  to  the  auctioneer,  or 
to  agents  who  place  them  in  his  hands;  thus  avoid- 
ing the  expense  of  warehouses,  stores  and  other 
parts  of  a  mercantile  establishment,  to  which  mer- 
chants in  a  reffular  line  of  business  are  subjected. 
So  many  goods  are  sold  at  auction  as  to  regulate 
Che  prices  of  those  sold  at  private  sale,  the  importer, 
therefore,  who  intends  to  sell  at  private  sale,  must 
sell  about  as  low  as  the  auction  prices,  and  be  sub- 
iected  to  the  usual  expenses  of  a  mercantile  estab- 
lishment. To  place  tnese  classes  of  merchants  on 
an  equality,  a  moderate  duty  on  sales  at  auction 
would  seem  to  be  necessary. 

Your  memorialists,  therdore,  re^ctfully  recom- 
jmend  to  your  honorable  body  to  pass  a  law  laying 
a  duty  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent*  on  all  soods  sM 
at  auction  in  original  packages,  and  of  five  per 
etnt.  on  all  other  goods  sold  at  auction,  with  the 
ezcq^on  of  the  property  of  bankrupts  or  insolvents 
assigned  for  the  oenefit  of  their  creditors,  the  prop- 
erty of  deceased  persons,  goods  sold  by  process  of 
law,  and  goods  damaged  at  sea  and  sold  for  the 
benefit  of  the  owners  or  insurers.  And  your,  ^lc 

WM.  BAYARD,  Fngiknt, 

JoBN  PiNTABD,  SecrdOTy. 


PROTECTION  TO  MANUFACTURES. 

[Conunnnicated  to  tlie  Senate,  Janntry  10,  1830.] 

7b  ike  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeen- 
taHoee  of  the  Untied  States  of  America  in  Congress 
asssmbkd: 
,  The  memorial  of  citizens  of  Middletown  and  its 

vioiBity)  in  the  Btate  of  Connecticut,  respectfully 


reprevents:  That  yoor  menocialists,  wai 
success  of  American  manufactnies  asii£^ 
mat  national  importance,  earnestly  ^'^i^ 
duty  may  be  imposed  upon  imported iisu 
especially  those  of  wool  and  cott()ii;tA;j 
adequate  to  protect  oar  own  fromtici^ 
petition.  All  wise  nations,  even  tksikq 
selfish  motives  would  dissuade  us  ffcuhu^ 
their  example,  hare  strenuooslf  oisGef  1 
species  of  protection  to  their  maaufictis 

Most  ot  your  memoriaUsts  have  do  euiij 
terest  in  manufacturing  estaUishaMt  \m 
are  influenced  solely  by  a  wish  to  pas::! 
cause  of  their  country  aigainst  forei^  £»-< 
cause  in  which  are  mTolred  tk  pofc:. 
happiness  of  all  the  difiiereat  sectiGSe^ 
United  States  in  which  the  cottoo{ii2£aE:3 
South,  and  still  more  obTioufdy  tlx  imaL  I 
the  Western  States,  from  their  wsAmi'^ 
nation,  and  the  liability  of  their  a|)(^^' 
the  ocean  to  be  obstructed,  if  lAw.^ 
hostile  squadrons,  have  as  deep  an  "sai^y 
artisans  and  fanners  of  the  Nortkni^*^' 
ern  States.  Our  foreign  inaiie^aie,a^r^ 
for  a  long  period  wiU  be,80  limildaiiiip 
that  the  exportation  of  the  wxr^^-'r 
soil  cannot  furnish  our  former,  os  '^^ 
considerable  resources.  Thus,  viiiif  ^t  i 
agriculture  and  our  commerce  liogo^^^ 
of  necessity,,  turn  to  domatic  muo^' 
relief.  If  American  mana&ctofK  «?» ' 
tected,  they  create  for  agriculture  Mjas'** 
permanent  home  market,  which  wosMF^'^ 
aid  in  removing  the  present  scTereprss-^* 
country;  that  useful  branch  of ibJ^^ 
more  valuable  than  our  forri^  ^*^^ 
coasting  trade — ^which  generates  wc*^ 
other  nations,  would  be  prodigwwf**^ 
our  seamen  be  preserved,  and  '■'*'""f  ^.-t 
us  in  the  exigencies  of  defensife()cii«'i««^'^ 

A  deadly  blight  ought  not  ^^^^r"^ 
enterprise  of  our  manufacturen,  *f  *  ^. 
lessening  the  revenues  of  the^*^  ^r 
inution  would  not  be  so  ^^^'^'^Ji^JS 
apprehended;  for  the  ^^^^\I^^i^ 
would,  in  a  considerable  ^JL^ftvci 
the  reduction  in  the  qwntitfff'jj^^j^ 
wece  the  receipts  of  the  cn**^  idi** 
more  than  we  believe,  ^^^^^^m^ 
only  require  a  few  years  mo"  7i  ^^jlicp 
ment.  This  consicieration  •f^J^u* 
to  expof»e  mdtitudes  of  our  feUo^Tr^jji? 
ous  speculation,  or  inactivity)  ^''^^L^c! 
penurious  subaistence— the  8W«  ^^i'^ 
the  prostration  of  American  inaoiia^ 
period. 


amount  larger  than  the  P^^^L^ii^jft' 
Such  a  atate  of  things,  unfortanaM^j^^, 


NaUons,  like  individuahs.i»«f J^** 
dependent  when  they  habitt»jg^d> 

among  us,  will  soon  be  as  ^l^^^^u^^ 
property.  If  long  continued,  ijwu»'j^ 
poluicid  virtue  would  be  eiuncl,  «^^.i^ 

word  of  derision  or  ^V^^^J^^^ 
rent  of  vice,  would  combine  wiw^^^^^ 
to  enervate;  the  luxury  and  doinifl«=' 
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of  a  few  rich  meiiy  acting  upon  the  poverty  of  the 
mass  of  our  citizens,  would  corrupt ;  and  the  ne- 
glect of  national  industry  by  tne  GoYernment 
would  alienate  the  people  from  our  inestimable  po- 
litical institutions.  It  should  never  be  forgotten 
thatyin  thehourof  danger,  a  safe  reliance  cannot  be 
placed  on  the  mere  love  of  native  soil.  The  pater- 
nal encouragement  of  all  the  various  classes,  and 
of  all  the  useful  occupations  in  the  community,  is 
requisite  to  secure  the  tie  which  binds  the  people 
to  their  Government.  Everywhere,  and  particu- 
larly in  a  confederation  of  States  like  ours,  mutual 
interest  is  the  most  indissoluble  bond  of  union. 
Should  our  artisans  be  treated  with  cold  neglect, 
while  those  under  monarchies  are  warmly  cher- 
ished, strong  prejudices  might  be  excited  against 
our  Government  and  our  country. 

Agriculture  alone  cannot  furnish  all  the  neces- 
saries and  conyeniences  of  life.  Affain:  indepen- 
dently of  those  engaged  in  the  indispensable  me- 
chanic arts,  a  large  portion  of  our  people  cannot 
be  employed  as  cultivators  of  the  soiL  Women, 
children,  and  also  manv  of  our  men,  are  incapable 
of  tilling  the  ground,  althongh  they  might  be  use- 
fully employ ed  in  several  departments  of  manu- 
factures. And  if  they  were  capable,  where  should 
we  find  a  market  for  the  immense  surplus  of  our 
agricultural  products  ?  We  might  haye  a  useless 
superfluity  oi  proyisions,  but  we  should  be  deeply 
in  debt  for  our  clothing  and  other  necessary  arti- 
cles. It  is  evident  that  a  plan  of  general  husban- 
dry would,  in  the  present  situation  of  the  United 
States,  if  put  in  execution,  be  so  profitable  as  to 
produce  a  most  pernicious  relaxation  of  national 
industry ;  because  the  supply  of  commodities  is  al- 
ways proportionate  to  tne  demand  occasioned  by 
their  consumption,  and  because  the  demand  for  our 
agricultural  commodities  abroad  being  only  to  a 
small  amount,  agriculture  must  look  for  its  princi- 
pal market  at  home:  and,  consequently,  for  an  ex- 
tension of  that  market,  it  must  rely  cniefiy  upon 
the  encouragement  of  American  manufactures. 

Adequate  protecting  duties^  at  this  juncture, 
would  soon  create  or  revive  such  a  number  of 
manufacturing  establishments  in  this  country,  that 
ere  long  their  rivalry  would  probably  reduce  the 

§rice  of  their  fabrics  below  the  present  standard  of 
[lose  imported.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  we  now 
permit  our  manufactories  to  be  prostrated  by  ne* 
gleet,  we  shall  be  compelled  to  purchase  from  Eu- 
ropean workshops  at  an  exorbitant  advance,  and 
thus  reimburse,  with  excessive  usury,  the  losses 
they  had  previously  sustained.  In  vain  we  might 
then  threaten  Europe  with  competition ;  she  would 
judge  of  the  future  from  the  past,  and  oUr  menaces 
would  be  despised.  Indeed^  the  mouldering  ruins 
of  our  deserted  manufactories  would  deter  us  from 
the  attempt  to  execute  our  threats.  We  should 
dread  lest  the  reluctant  patronage  of  our  Govern- 
ment might  be  suddenly  withdrawn,  and  we  be 
a^in  exposed  to  those  machinations  which  for- 
eign merchants  and  manufacturers  are  now  prac- 
tising with  success. 

There  are  several  fabrics  which,  possibly,  for  a 
considerable  period,  cannot  be  advanta^usly 
made  in  the  United  States.    The  importation  and 


sale  of  such  would  employ  a  due  proportion  of 

merchants,  and  would  m  to  an  amount  fully  equal 
to  this  country's  capacity  of  payment.  But  w« 
now  pay  yast  sums  to  other  nations  for  various 
articles,  which,  with  proper  encouragement,  we 
might  soon  make  nearly^  perhaps  quite,  as  cheap 
ourselves.  We  are  willing  tributaries  to  Europe 
and  to  Asia.  What  is  the  consequence?  The 
precious  metals  haye  nearly  disappeared,  and  our 
circulating  medium  of  trade  is  a  precarious  paper 
currency.  For  the  discharge  of  the  enormous 
yearly  accumulating  balances  we  owe  abroad,  we 
nave  remitted  large  quantities  of  our  bank  stock, 
and  even  of  the  evidence  of  the  debt  contractea 
by  our  Government  with  its  citizens.  We  are 
thus  placing  not  only  our  property,  but  eyen  the 
credit  of  our  country,  in  the  power  of  ibreign  na- 
tions. It  is  to  be  feared  that  we  are  rapidly  ap- 
proaching a  crisis  not  less  perilous  than  degrading. 

A  complaint  is  sometimes  heard  that  American  • 
fabrics  were  sold  at  high  prices  during  the  recent 
war  with  Britain.  To  this  we  answer,  that,  set- 
ting aside  all  the  difi&culties  inseparable  from  new 
establishments,  those  prices  were  not  higher  than 
we  paid  for  imported  fabrics  of  the  same  quality  f 
and  also,  that  the  competition  of  American  fabrics 
prevented  much  of  that  extortion  to  which,  but 
for  them,  we  must  have  been  subjected.  Besides, 
why  censure  the  manufacturer  for  obtaining  the 
market  price  for  his  commodities,  any  more  than 
the  merchant,  planter,  and  farmer  for  obtaining  it 
for  theirs  ? 

In  case  of  war  with  any  great  Power,  the  ne- 
cessity of  our  possessing  manufactories*  particular- 
ly those  for  arms  and  clothing,  is  so  obvious  as  to 
render  comment  useless.  But  these  establishments 
must  be  preyiously  protected  and  matured  by  Goy- 
ernment  in  times  of  peace,  before  the  emergency 
which  demands  thein  actually  arrives. 

Had  not  heavy  duties  been  imposed  to  encourage 
our  fabrics  of  leather,  fur,  wood,  iron,  ^.,  there 
would  have  been  Ytij  few  of  those  numerous  and 
useful  classes  of  artisans  who  are  at  present  en- 
gaged in  manufacturing  these  articles  in  this 
country.  Prodigious  sums  would  have  been  ex- 
pended abroad  which  now  circulate  at  home,  en- 
riching large  bodies  of  industrious,  valuable  citi- 
zens, who  contribute  essentially  to  the  support  of 
many  others^  as  well  as  to  the  general  wealth  and 
happiness  of^  the  community.  Proper  encourage- 
ment would  giye  as  powerful  a  stimulus  to  seycial 
other  branches  of  our  manufactures.  We  might 
then  have  a  respectable  home  market  and  home 
trade,  which,  as  they  would  not  be  endangered  by 
the  frequent  political  and  commercial  fiuctuations 
of  other  countries,  would,  from  their  security, 
their  permanence,  and  their  amalgamation  of  the 
interests  of  different  parts  of  the  United  States, 
be  of  immense  importance  in  a  national  point  oi 
view.  This  opinion  is  corroborated  by  our  rapidly 
increasing  population,  ^hich,  in  conjunction  witn 
the  progress  of  our  new  settlements,  has  a  tenden- 
cy to  incalculably  augment  the  products  of  onr 
soil,  and,  of  course,  to  render  an  extensive  and 
permanent  home  market  indispensable. 

Habiutions,  food,  and  clothing,  are  the  primafy 


thl 


APPWlf^ti. 


Pfottction  to  AMtfittiH  XonmyiichtttSm 


jtetund  waiAts  of  mankind.  No  nstion  can  be 
^ttuMj  poweiful  that  does  not  itself  furnish  them 
^yWitbont  recoorse  to  others.  We  cannot  be 
rauly  independent  until  we  make  our  own  neces- 
•arr  clothing ;  and  the  prosecution  of  this  object 
b  auo  dosoy  connected  with  the  advancement  of 
national  moralttj  and  industry.  In  proof  of  this 
assertion,  we  rerer  to  Portoeal  and  Spain.  All 
the  Sootli  American  gold  and  silver  mines  of  the 
one,  and  the  Brazilian  diamonds  of  the  other,  have 
webbed  lightly  in  the  scale  against  the  ruin  of 
dieir  manufactures.  The  effect  produced  on  Por- 
togal  by  the  Methuen  British  Treatjr,  that  abro- 
gated the  heavy  duties  once  laid  on  British  fabrics. 
places  this  subject  in  the  clearest  light  of  moral 
demonstration. 

An  evil  of  great  moment — one,  of  whose  extent 
few  appear  to  be  aware — results  from  the  unpro- 
tected state  of  American  manufactures,  and  the 
consequent  influx  of  foreign  woollen  and  cotton 
ftbrics.  This  evil  is  the  alarming  diminution  of 
our  household  manufactures,  by  wnich  very  many 
Ikmflies  formerly  supplied  themselves  with  the 
principal  articles  of  their  clothing.  These  were 
v^ery  dnrable ;  they  were  chiefly  made  by  women 
and  children  at  leisure  hours,  when  their  time  would 
bave  been  otherwise  unproductive.  Such  occu- 
pations wonderfully  promoted  habits  of  industiy 
and  frugality.  Bu^  unfortunately,  imported  wool- 
len and  cotton  fabrics^  flimsy  in  their  texture,  but 
handsomely  finished,  are  sold  ostensibly  so  coeap 
chat  ffreat  numbers  have  relinquished  their  highly 
beneficial  system  of  household  manufacturing,  and 
are  now  l)ecoming  embarrassed  by  contracting 
debts  for  what  they  could  have  made  better  and 
cheaper  for  themselves. 

Your  memorialists  would  here  suggest  the  expe- 
diency of  imposing  such  a  per  centase  upon  sales 
at  auction  of  woollen  and  cotton  goods,  and  of  any 
ether  ftibrics  tt^tt  in  your  judgment  ought  also  to 
be  included,  (with  tne  exception  of  property  of 
this  description  belonging  to  bankrupts'  estates,  to 
deceased  persons,  or  which  is  sold  by  execution,) 
aiSTttay  in  future  prevent  the  severe  injuries  arising 
to  the  regular,  fair  American  dealer,  as  well  as  to 
the  American  manufacturer,  from  the  various  arti- 
fices which  are  successfully  practised  through  the 
medium  of  auctions. 

Yoi^  memorialists  conclude  by  respectfully  re- 
peating their  earnest  request  that  the  honorable 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  who  are  the  guar- 
dians of  the  nation's  welfare,  will  subject  imported 
fabrics — ^more  especially  those  of  cotton  and  wool 
'•^^to  such  duties  as  shaU  secure  to  American  man- 
ufactures that  protection  which  the  interests  and 
real  independence  of  our  country  seem  imperatively 
to  require. 


PROTECTION  TO  ^MANUF ACTU«E8. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  Janaaiy  17,  1820.] 

2b  ike  Senate  and  Houae  of  Repreetntativea  of  the 
United  States  in  Congreae  assembled,' 
The  memorial  of  Che  subscribers,  citizens  of 
JPeaaBylvania,  retpectiully  shoWeth :  That  the  pol- 


icy hitherto  porsaed  m  diis  coQstrr.  r:^ 
exposed  most  of  our  mnu&etiimi  v:  : 
ductions  are  excluded  from  neailj  al!  ti  !ni 
in  Europe,  to  an  unaniliiig  s^ngg^i: 
manufacturers  of  all  that  ouiter  oii-z 
and  likewise  of  Hindostan, nas been i-i-. 
cause  of  the   present  calanutons  sat;  r 
whereby  industry,  the  source  and  prr;i 
power,  prosperity,  and  happmess  of  srr.r 
been  paralyzed  ;  die  weaitn  doaicocr^ 
ought  to  invigorate  its  agricnltore,  icrrr! 
trade,  and  commerce,  been  drained  i*  ri! 
industry  and  support  the  governma^  '^ 
nations ;  a  considerate  portion  of  cz  s. 
manufacturers,  merchants,  and  tni^."^ 
to,  and  others  tottering  on  the  verge  if  sr- 
cy ;  whereby,  in  a  wonl,  a  state  of  te*st 
decay  has  been  produced^  in  the  era; - 
three  or  four  years,  of  which  histacd^^ 
examples,  in  the  same  spce  oftBinrJ 
season  of  peace,  and  witnont  anj:i?r* 
natural  calamities  which  intem^^^'s^ 
of  nations. 

When  your  memorialists  cxanMfSJ''^ 
of  Europe,  (that  portion  ofthcgiobeb:«>^ 
sound  lessons  of  political  economjcK^-*- 
they  find  that  the  system  pmaedb^'^ 
is  in  direct  hostility  with  ihatofeTerrt.^ 
there.  All  of  them  sedulously  jwrd  u^ 2< 
of  their  manufacturers,  as  one  of  iht^s:'^ 
of  their  wealth.  They  restrain  by  r^ 
duties^  or  prevent  by  absolute  prohifat'^- 
portation  of  such  important  articfff  »*r.  • 
subiects  can  manufacture.  ^ 

We  are  persuaded  that  scmim^^", 
all  legislative  bodies,  particnltrlf  tlK^  ^^ 
nations,  carefully  to  review  tkc^.f^ 
in  other  countries;  to  trace  ^^^^^ 
pie  on  whom  they  operate;  ^^^rL/ 
which  destroy  the  mdustry,  cnwMf  w^- 
and  impair  the  resources  of  the  '^  ^j^r 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  toadopt,^  ,^ 
be,  such  as  have  fostered  their  fflftP*^ 
creased  their  strength  and  resoo»     ^ 

The  limits  of  a  nieniorialjre^j  1,^555. 
inc  into  detail  on  the  ^J^r^^^^^ 
We  cannot,  however,  m  J^^^j^efR; 
terest,  omit  to  touch  sligli^^y**^Mn«^ 
minent  features  of  the  protccttf  ^^  ■ 

in  other  countries,  "^*»o^.*^*2!Slittti5^l 
not  inferior  to  ours  in  if^^^r^ j^if^if 
and  whose  examples  abd  <>?^^^^i^. 
lightiy  rejected.  We  shall  confinjon^^jj^ 
to  four— Gh^t  Britain,  ^rmct^A^^ 
sia.  Other  nations,  as  Prussia,  ?J' ."  ?^^if 
dbc.,  pursue  a  system  marked  yrm^^ 
teristic  features.  F.^-^te^*' 

Great  Britain  prohibits,  even  f^^f'^tCrt 
pendencies,  calicoes,  manufactory  ^j^.  ^ 
or  metal,  laces^  ribands,  siljj^  ^''mostti*" 
protecting  duties  are  so  hign  ^'J  jjtyc^*^^ 
be  equiviQent  to  prohibition,  /l^^,  ^^^^i^r^ 

about  seven  dollars  and  a  ^«^?/^rtri  ''^j 
len  cloths  seven  dollars  and  a  ha"  F  J^j^j^d 
are  above  sixty  ^r\ic\es,mM^^^^^i^ 
brass,  copper,  carriages,  ttatan 
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^e.,  sulgect  tp.  fihy-'mn^  p^r  ceat^  chiDft  and  earth* 
enware,  ^awLs,  dbc,  pay  eeventy-mne;  cotton 


tannedi  tawed,  or  curried,  aiid  articles  made  ol 
leatheri  or  whereof  leather  is  the  article  of  chief 
value,  one  hundred  and  forty-two  per  cent. 

So  minute  is  her  attention  to  this  grand  point, 
that  linep,  when  chequered  or  striped,  painted  or 
stained,  is  subject  to  one  hundred  and  forty-two 
per  cent  duty,  but  odIv  to  sixty-three  when  not 
ci^equered  or  striped.  The  object  is  to  secure  to 
ber  own  i^ubjectB  the  pro&ts  of  the  stalling,  print- 
ing, ^. 

Ureat  Britain  expended  many  hundred  millions 
of  ppunda  sterling  to  replace  the  Bourbon  family 
on  the  thrones  of  France  and  Spain,  and  of  course 
bad  high  claims  on  the  gratitude  of  both  monarchs. 
Yet  the  paramount  duty  of  justice  to  his  subjects. 
Ipained  the  ascendency  over  gratitude  to  his  friends, 
in  the  councils  of  Louis  X  YlII.  One  of  the  ear- 
liest measures  of  his  administration  was  the  pro- 
mulgation of  a  tariff,  whereby  above  two  hundred 
different  articles,  including  all  the  mos^  important 
of  the  British  manufactures,  and,  amon^  the  rest, 
^uslins,  cambrics,  woollen  cloths,  aU  articles  made 
of  leather,  steely  iron^  brass,  tin,  woods  bronze,  dbcj 
were  totally  prohibited. 

Let  us  add  that  Ferdinand  VJL,  as  soon  as  he 
ascended  the  throne  of  SpaiVi  issued  a  proclam^r 
tion,  not  only  forbidding  the  importation  of  cot- 
ton g^f^  altogether,  but  ordering  those  actually 
in  m^  cpui^try  to  be  leshipped  witbxn  twelve 
mon^s. 

For  the  policy  of  Austria  on  this  important  sub- 
ject, we  respectfully  refer  you  to  a  recent  British 
nublication — ^Bordanes  on  European  Commerce^ 
tt  is  thereii^  stated  that  "  the  importation  of  all 
silk,  coitonj  and  woollen  manu^tures,  is  forbid* 
den  in  the  whole  extent  of  the  Austrian  dominion^ 
aa  it  has  been  hitherto  in  the  fincient  A^stri^n 
Statea  only."  l*here  are  various  otj^er  prohibi- 
tions, uqnecessary  to  be  detfiikd. 

The  prohibitory  system  of  Russia,  a  oouQ^rf, 
like  our  own,  with  a  vast  territory  and  a  very  dis- 
proportionate population,  is  carried  to  an  extent 
far  oeyond  that  of  any  other  in  the  world,  except 
China,  lit  embraces  w  the  great  leadiug  articles 
of  manufacture,  as  cotton,  linen,  leather,  wool, 
wood,  copper,  iron,  paper,  silk,  silrer  plate,  glfuu, 
and  a  vast  variety  ot-artides  ot  minor  importance. 

Every  reaaon  that  exists  for  prohibitions  in  thpse 
natioi;i8,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  native 
n^anjafaoturer,  md  preserving  thje  resources  of  the 
country,  exists  here.  And  we  cannot  but  lament 
tjuu  the  ^Wtrary  Governments  ot  Europe  have 
dis|)layed  more  attention  to  the  interests  of  theix 
sjubjects  interested  in  n^anufactnres  than  the  same 
description  of  persons  have  experiepced  from  their 
fellow-citizens  ia  Congress.  The  former  are  pro- 
tected, by  the  strong  arm  of  law,  iigaixkst  the  com- 
petitipii  of  e!?ery  nation  whatever ;  while  the  lat- 
ter are  exposed  to  the  oomi>etition  of  the  whole 
worlds  and  conseaueady  to  ruin.  It  therefore  irre- 
sistibly follows,  that  so  fiir  aa  r/egards  Uie  i^cq^iisi- 


tion  of  property,  and  the  jprotectiGm  of  pr5:|pe^ 
acquireq,  a  large  portion  oi  this  class  of  pitize^f 
are  debarred  from  one  of  the  most  subsAantial  ad- 
vantages of  Goverameot.  This  is  a  suin  on  our 
annals  which  cannot  be  regarded  without  decfi 
regret— a  stain  which,  we  respectfully  hope,  foe 
the  honor  of  our  common  country,  you  will  speed-; 
ily  obliterate. 

NMmerous  objections  have  been  raised  against 
the  protection  of  manufactures  in  this  country, 
which  we  shall  freely  but  respectfully  exatnine. 

Among  the  most  prominent  is  the  extortion  said 
to.  have  be^n  practised  by  the  manufacturers  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  which  has  been  by  many  regard- 
ed as  a  complete  justification  of  t^e  refusal  of  a^ 
increase  of  auties. 

We  believe  this  acciifsation  cajo^  be  fair^  dis- 
proved, to  the  sa  tisfaction  of  every  ingenvous  o^ind  | 
and  we  respectfullv  invite  your  attention  to  the 
subject  We  shall  state  the  case  of  snperfine 
broadcloth,  on  which  the  chief  reliance  has  been 
placed.  The  reasoning  that  api^ies  to  this  article 
will  apply  equally  to  others.  Fcur^ign  clotbs  were 
sold,  in  1811,  before  the  war,  at  ei^ht,  nine,  and 
ten  dollars  per  yard.  Merino  washedf  wool  was 
then  about  seventy-five  cents  per  pound.  One 
hundred,  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  of  imported 
merino  wool  were  sold,  in  the  course  of  that  ye^^ 
by  Messrs.  Warder  and  Son,  of  Philadelphia,  to 
Messrs.  Dupont,  of  Wilmington,  and  others!  for 
from  seventy  to  eighty  cents.  On  the  general- es- 
tablishment of  the  woollen  manuiactories,  at  the 
close  of  1813,  merino  wool  was  sold  at  two  dollars 
ai^d  a  half  to  tVee  dollars  per  pound,  as  appears 
bv  the  Philadelphia  pice  current ;  which  ajso 
snows  that  on  the  28t1i  of  M^rch,  1814,  the  prMe 
was  from  three  to  four  dollars^  at  which  it  con- 
tinued stationary  for  the  rmamder  of  the  year. 
The  highest  price  of  American  superfine  broad* 
cloth,  at  that  period,  averaged  frcin  twelve  to  four- 
teen doUsiirs.  Forei^a  doth  was  generally  sold  at 
^i  higher  rate  i  and,  out  for  the  supplies  from  the 
American  v^anuiiic^ries,  would  pcobably  have 
been  sold  for  twenty  dollars.  Thus,  while  the 
farmer,  who  advanced  the  raw  material  from  fiwr 
to  ^ye  hundred  per  cent.,  and  the  importer,  whi9 
raised  his  prices  trom  fifty  to  two  hundred  per  cent 
on  the  various  articles  he  had  for  sale,  i^cu^f  the 
manufacturer  of  extortion,  the  latter  did  not  adr 
vance  his  fabrics  inorje  than  fifjty  per  cent,  on,  the 
pprices  current  before  the  wair,  notwithstanding  the 
extravagant  risQ  in  thfe  price  of  the  raw  nfiteria^ 
and  likewise  in  wages^  owing  to  the  extraordiaaiy 
demaijid  for  wprloDen,  and  notwithstanding  the 
enormous  expense  of  the  manuAM^^uriPg  estiubMs^- 
ments,  and  the  advance  in  the  price  of  afinost  eveqf 
article  of  food  and  dress. 

We  hope  ^d  belicFe  that  this  accusation,  tho^h 
so  often  reiterated,  will  have  fko  in^uence  on  yfifff 
honorable  Houses. 

Wc  beg  leave,  veiy  remctfoUy,  to  take  ttmi^fK 
eknce  at  this  subject,  The  cotton  planters  Mve 
fjOf  many  years  raised  cotton  at  an  efpe^ae  of  aiiHp^ 
eight  or  ten  cents  per  pound,  and  9old  it  la^i^ 
twenty  to  thirty-fiv^  The  fi^rm^r  has  Uimme 
raised  w4^eE|t^t  an  lEgtpe^gu^  of  oi^  dp^ai  p^r  bniM 
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ud  fretmeatlj  told  it  from  two  to  three  dollmn. 
While  they  made  such  exorbitant  profits  and  inde- 
ftndent  fortimesj  unenWed  and  nncensored  by  their 
manofactiiring  feliow-citizens,  it  cannot  be  rerf 
eorrect  for  them  to  reproach  the  latter  (a  large 
proportion  of  whom  hare  been  mined)  with  eztor- 
tiott,  for  selling  at  thirteen  or  foorteen  dollars  an 
article  which  actaally  cost  them  ten  or  eleren. 
Let  it  be  obserred,  that  erery  yard  of  saperfine  cloth 
■eqoires  four  pounds  of  merino  wod  nnwashed, 
or  two  washca.  When  the  heary  expense  of  the 
manafacture,  and  the  interest  on  the  capital  in- 
Tested*  are  taken  into  consideration,  it  will  appear 
that  tae  profits  were  rery  far  from  nnreasonaUe. 
This  accusation,  therefore,  cannot  fail  to  recall  to 
recollection  the  parable  of  the  beam  and  the  mote. 

But  even  admitting  that  the  manufacturers  had 
really  been  guilty,  durine  the  war,  of  tenfold  the 
extortion  they  are  unjustly  charged  with,  it  by  no 
means  follows  that  the  prosperity  of  our  country 
diould  be  sacrificed  by  the  suppression  of  its  in- 
dustry, and  the  protection  of  that  of  foreign  na- 
tions; or  that,  therefore,  manufactures  should  not 
be  protected  by  adequate  duties,  lest  similar  extor- 
tions should  now  be  practised ;  for,  to  arail  our- 
selTes  of  the  co^t  and  irresistiMe  arguments  of 
Alexander  Hamilton,  the  competition  between  our 
citizens  engaged  in  those  branches  would  secure 
the  articles  to  the  consumer  at  a  fair  price. 

^  Though  it  were  true  that  the  immediate  and 
certain  emct  of  reflations  controlling  the  compe- 
tition of  foreign  with  domestic  ikbrics  was  an  m- 
crease  of  price,  it  is  universally  true  that  the  con- 
trary is  the  ultimate  efiect  with  every  successful 
manufiatcture.  When  a  domestic  manufacture  has 
attained  to  perfection,  and  has  engaeed  in  the  pros- 
ecution of  it  a  competent  number  of  persons,  it  in- 
variably becomes  cheaper.  Being  tree  from  the 
heavy  charges  which  attend  the  importation  of 
foreign  commodities,  it  can  be  afforded  cheaper, 
and  accordingly  seldom  or  never  fails  to  be  sola 
cheaper,  in  process  of  time,  than  was  the  foreign 
article  for  which  it  is  a  suostitnte.  The  internal 
competition  which  takes  place  soon  does  away 
every  thing  like  monopoly,  and  by  degrees  reduces 
the  price  of  the  article  to  the  mmimum  of  a  rea- 
sonable pofit  on  the  capital  employed.  This  ac- 
cords with  the  reason  of  the  thing,  and  with  ex- 
perience.'* 

Another  objection  is,  that  the  labor  is  too  high  in 
the  United  States  to  afford  any  chance  of  compet- 
ing with  foreign  manufactures.  To  this  we  reply, 
there  are  various  manufactures  so  wdl  established 
as  to  overcome  foreign  competition  altogether ;  and 
it  therefore  follows  that  this  objection  falls  to  the 
ground.  We  might  instance  a  great  number,  but 
we  confine  ourselves  to  the  manufacture  of  shoes 
and  boots,  of  which  each  individual  in  the  United 
Btates  probably  averages  a  pair  and  half  per  an- 
num, amounting  to  about  thirteen  millions,  which, 
at  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  cents  per  pair, 
amount  to  916,000,000  per  annum.  Of  these  arti- 
cles, the  importation  in  1816.  as  may  be  seen  by 
reference  to  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasurv,  was  only  forty-two  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-four  pairs,  and  in  1617  only  fifty 


thousand  fire  hmidRd  and  sixty-twc  !b 
cides;  we  trust,  the  quntioB  ofkisk^si 
ever ;  for,  if  tne  objectioB  were  rah  ri 
apply  to  the  mann&cture  of  dices  ncr.ij 
as  much  force  as  to  any  other;  udit^in 
of  observation,  that  the  doty  on  ae^ifi 
only  twenty-five,  and  on  dmdroi^  its:  t 
perpair. 

To  this  we  beg  leave  to  add  tsotkr 
at  least  equal  coffency.  There  ve  lerrv 
tures,  either  whoUv  cr  chiefly  depeadiifit 
ual  labor,  which  nave  notsaeceeMss' 
ted  States ;  whereas  our  defeat  is  jaar. 
cottons  and  woollens,  produced  liooRvi" 
machinery,  aided  by  the  labor  of  an  otv  77-1 
of  old  women  and  children.  Enotiec- 
2Lffe8  of  our  boundless  water  wnmMsn'' 
dmarr  mechanical  skill,  and  toe  m^ 
(in  tne  case  of  cotton,  paitieolariTf afsr 
material,  are  injudiciously  saerificei 

The  next  objection  we  shall  ootieeinsi 
demoralizing  effects  of  nianiiftctnri«i»* 
ments.  To  refute  this,  we  invite  jwrias 
to,  and  comiMirison  between,  two  ««!*«« 
in  one  of  wluch  manufactures  ire  oaUskic 
another  remote  from  such  cstabiistaw^' 
former,  there  are,  as  already  ohsffral,  best  J 
aged  men  and  of  women  and  chilto^''' 
employed  for  themselves,  and  tddinfttii'=^ 
of  the  resources  and  happinee  of  tw«^ 
while,  in  the  latter,  a  large  proportkaiFJ; 
of  this  description  are  doomed  10  idfe»®^ 
inseparable  attendants,  vice  and  goilt  fofe 
in  manufiictaring  establishments  iw  a** 
habits  of  industry,  order,  and  n^."^ 
generally  adhere  to  them  thooeli  l«fe 

But  we  are  not  left  to  thcgmdaM«rfw!'' ^ 
thesis  alone,  which,  howerer  ^^% 
very  fallacious.  We  have  Ae  stoog  ^^ 
to  rest  on.  There  is  no  conn&y  o  *^ 
where  manufactures  have  beencanwj**^,^ 
extent  than  in  England  proper;  w*^-^ 
other  country  could  the  Mpc™°*.  i^i- 

' ^'SSfette 

the  pauperism  and  crimes  of  *'^Loi3e- 
us  that  the  agricultural  very  f^^rj-jhouc 
facturing counties  in  both  thosc«»»'r^ 
nature.    From  this  authority  twe  ^ 
any  appeal.  ,     ^^mr 

It  is  asserted  that  it  would  ^l^^^y 
icy  to  entice  away  capital  and  W^Frjjfl^ 
ture  to  workshops.  This  «PP«***^!«sC8 
groundless.  Farmers  or  planters  rtjoj^  ^,^ 
themselves  into  manufacturers,  v  ^w 
country  a  vast  amount  of  capitw,',^.;! 


in  the  ir^' rs^^^^^f^ 

luy  employment  ^^^jj^jE^f 


owners  cannot 

our  afiairs,  find  any ^   ,  ^^  ^.. 

any  assurance  of  adequate  P'*?*^?!,^  viftf 
tures,  it  would  be  immediatel;  ^^"^^t- 
those  objects.  There  are  likeirwc^",^^^ 
persons,  skilled  in  the  cotton  and  ^T^jjod^ 
who  are  destitute  of  employment, »"  ^  ^^ 
abundandy  supply  the  demanfl*  w^^^^^,, 
Btates,  were  they  duly  encoui«g«»- 
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leady  stated  that  the  greater  proportion  of  the  labor 
is  performed  by  old  men,  women,  and  children ;  let 
OS  add,  that  were  those  branches  in  such  a  flour- 
ishing state  as  to  hold  out  inducements  to  emi- 
grants, we  should  have  constant  accessions  to  our 
population  of  pnersons  skilled  in  them,  many  of 
whom  would  bring  with  them  large  capitals,  equal 
to  our  utmost  wants,  without  drawing  away  any 

Krtioo  of  the  capital  or  libor  engaged  in  hus- 
ndry. 

The  danger  of  encouraging  smuggling  is  re- 
garded, by  many  of  our  citizens,  as  an  insurmount- 
able objection  to  protecting  or  prohibitory  duties. 

This  will  be  round  to  disappear,  like  the  rest, 
when  fairly  submitted  to  examination.  For,  sup- 
pose it  were  necessary  to  raise  the  duties  on  wool- 
lens and  high-priced  cottons  to  thirty-fiv&  forty, 
forty-five,  or  even  fifty  per  cent. ;  we  appeal  to  the 
candor  ot  your  honoralue  Houses,  whether  the  ob- 
jection to  any  of  these  duties  on  cambrics,  muslins, 
and  broadcloths,  on  the  ground  of  the  danger  of 
smugglinjg^,  can  be  admitted  for  a  moment,  when 
it  is  considered  that  ffin  is  subject  to  a  duty  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-four  percent. ;  rum,  to  eighty- 
six;  brandy,  to  ninety-six;  cheese,  to  seventy; 
soaehong  tea,  to  from  seventy  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty;  manufactured  tobacco, to  fifty ;  and  wines, 
to  fifty  and  sixty.  We  shall  only  add,  that  it  is 
indubicably  as  easy  to  smuggle  a  pipe  of  wine,  a 
chest  of  tea,  a  cask  of  rum  or  tobacco,  as  a  trunk 
of  muslins  or  cambrics,  or  a  bale  of  broadcloth. 

Another  objection  is  against  the  injustice  of  tax- 
ing the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few.  This  as- 
sumes the  groundless  position,  that  permanent  pro- 
tection of  manufactures  would  necessarily  proouce 
permanent  high  prices ;  which  is  refuted  by  the 
luminous  maxim  quoted  above  from  Alexander 
Hamilton.  But  even  admitting  this  maxim  to  be 
incorrect,  the  objection  may  be  answered  fully  in 
another  mode.  If  one  part  of  the  community  is 
not  to  be  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  another,  why,  we 
respectfull^r  ask,  is  gin  dutied  at  124  per  cent,  for 
the  protection  of  the  peach  brandy  and  whiskey  of 
the  farmer,  and  cheese  at  70  per  cent  1  Why  is 
the  coasting  trade  secured  to  our  merchants,  by 
which  foreign  competition  is  wholly  excluded  1 
And  why,  we  ask.  are  ''  the  many  taxed  for  the 
benefit  ox  the  few,"  by  the  enormous  expenses  of  a 
navy,  foreijra  embassiei',  dbc,  for  the  protection  of 
commerces 

The  protection  of  manufactures  is  strongly  ob- 
jected to  on  account  of  its  interference  with  com- 
merce. But  omitting  all  considerations  arising 
from  the  general  distress  produced  by  the  existing 
system,  we  ask,  have  we  at  present,  or  are  we  likely 
to  have,  any  commerce,  to  which  it  is  right  or 

E roper  to  oner  up  as  a  sacrifice  the  welfare  and 
appiness  of  the  useful  and  productive  body  of 
men  engaged  in  manufactures?  Such  is  the  pros- 
trate state  of  our  commerce,  which  unfortunately, 
depends  in  a  great  measure  for  its  success  on  Eu- 
ropean wars  and  famines,  that  there  are  few  ar- 
ticles that  can  be  imported,  and  as  few  that  can  be 
exported,  without  loss. 

But  even  admitting  for  a  moment  that  our  com- 
merce was  not  so  highly  disadvantageous  as  it  is. 


and  that  theenconragementof  manufactures  would 
somewhat  interfere  with  it,  we  cannot  thence  infer 
that  it  would  not  be  amply  indemnified.    In  faet,, 
far  from  suffering,  it  would  gain  by  the  arrange- 
ment ;  for  the  diminution  of  the  number  of  mer*^ 
chants,  by  a  portion  of  them  withdrawing  to  man*- 
ufactures,  would  render  the  profession  profitalde- 
to  those  who  remained.    It  is  obvious,  even  to  a 
superficial  observer,  that  the  mercantile  profession 
in  this  country  has  almost  always  been  greatly 
overdone;    and  that  an  inevitable  consequence- 
of  the  superfluous  number  of  merchants  has  been, 
to  raise  the  markets  of  our  produce  at  home,  and. 
depress  them  abroad,  not  only  to  the  injury  and 
frequent  ruin  of  the  merchants,  but  to  the  injury 
of  the  nation.    Hence  it  is  more  than  prorable- 
that  our  commerce,  in  which  for  twenty  years* 
more  than  half  of  those  who  pursued  it  have  bee» 
ruined,  would  have  insured  independence  and  hap- 
piness to  two-thirds  of  the  number,  had  the  restdae 
transferred  their  talents,  their  industry,  and  their 
capital  to  manufactures. 

Another  consideration  deserves  attention.  The 
encouragement  of  manufactures  would  open  new 
channels  of  commerce,  by  the  importation  of  raw 
materials  from  abroad,  and  by  the  increase  of  the 
coasting  trade,  in  transporting  the  manufactures 
of  the  Middle  and  Eastern  States  to  the  Southern, 
and  the  cotton  and  other  raw  materials  of  the  lat- 
ter to  the  workshops  of  their  fellow-citizens.  Even 
of  late  years,  the  tonnase  employed  in  the  trans- 
portation of  raw  materials  to  the  port  of  Philadel- 
phia, has  exceeded  that  employed  in  the  transpor- 
tation of  piece  goods. 

To  foster  and  cherish  national  industry,  the 
paramount  duty  and  the  characteristic  feature  of 
good  government,  most  of  the  nations  of  Europe 
either  wholly  pronibit,  or  impose  hkrh  duties  on, 
the  exportation  of  raw  materials.  We  are  proba- 
bly the  only  civilized  people,  who,  possessing  Vii 
an  immense  extent  one  or  the  most  valuable  raw 
materials  in  the  world,  not  only  send  it  abroad  to 
distant  nations  wholly  free  of  duty,  but  receive  it 
back  in  a  manufactured  state,  at  an  advance  of 
from  one  hundred  to  two  thousand  per  cent.  It 
would  not  be  more  unreasonable  to  export  our 
wheat  to  have  it  ground,  and  purchase  it  again  in 
the  form  of  flour,  than  to  sell  raw  cotton  and. re* 
ceive  it  back  manufactured ;  as  the  advance  on 
the  flour  would  hardly  ever  amount  to  a  third  part 
of  the  advance  on  cambrics  and  muslins. 

We  respectfully  state  to  your  honorable  HoosesL 
that  such  is  the  wonderful  increase  in  the  value  of 
cambrics  and  muslins,  beyond  the  price  of  the  raw 
material,  that  the  labor  of  100,000  cotton  manu- 
facturers, aided  by  machinery,  would  pay  for  the 
amount  of  the  greatest  export  of  the  productions 
of  the  United  States,  in  any  one  year  since  the 
declaration  of  independence.  This  fact,  which, 
if  you  require  it,  £all  be  proved  at  the  bars  of 
your  Houses  by  the  most  unexceptionable  testi- 
mony, is  the  more  extraordinary  and  lamentaMe, 
as  the  high  rate  of  wages  here  has  been,  as  we 
have  said,  among  the  objections  raised  to  manu- 
factures ;  whereas  it  appears  that  we  exchange  tiie 
produce  of  the  labor  of^ten,  twenty,  or  thirty  of  oar 
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citiMii%  lor  tliat  of  one  foreica  manu&ctuKci. 
Another  objeeUon  vises  finom  the  supposed  dun- 
gflr  of  impainng  tlie  rerenue.  We  respectfully 
fcyieseat  to  you,  that,  in  the  scale  of  reason  and 
jofllice,  this  objection  does  nol  appear  entitled  to 
as  aauch  importance  as  is  attacned  to  it  The 
c9q[Mases  of  tne  Gioyernnient  niu^  be  bcnne ;  the 
interest  of  the  debt  must  be  paid,  and  the  debt  it- 
self jDcadttally  extinguished.  But  these  objects  can 
be/ewctualiy  accomplished  without  any  sacrifice 
of  the  national  industry;  for  if  low  priced  cottons 
and  woollens,  such  as  we  can  ourselves  abun- 
daatly  supply,  were  whoUy  prohibited,  and  the 
dnties  increased  on  those  of  greater  value,  the 
vefeaue  would  probably  be  indemoified,  by  the 
min  in  the  one  case  for  the  loss  in  the  other. 
The  same  observation  applies  to  most  other  arti- 
cks  which  require  protection* 

But  we  beg  leave  further  to  represent  to  your 
honoraUe  Housesy  that  the  policy  pursued,  so 
hii^y  injurious  to  the  national  resources  and  in- 
dustry, has  not  been  advantageous  to,  but  may  ul- 
lil^ately  iniure  the  revenue;  for  the  general  dis- 
treiiB,  and  tb^  decay  of  trade  and  commerce,  result 
ing  from  the  dram  of  specie,  to  pay  for  the  ex- 
^v^gant  and  ruinous  miportations  of  foreign 
floods,  have  produced  such  a  disabiUty^  of  purchase 
at  present,  that  the  importations  ot  the  ensuing 
twelve  or  eighteen  months,  and  consequently  the 
da^i^,  will  fall  very  far  short  of  those  of  ibrmer 
yeara;  and  thus  the  future  deficit  will  probably 
nma  than  countervail  the  jpast  excess. 

But  should  the  system  of  protection  impair  the 
revenue,  it  would  be  only  in  a  slight  deffre&  and 
srar^ly  affect  the  question  of  the  period  ot  the 
ij^tMAate  redemption  of  the  public  debt,  which 
mMf  ip  consequence  be  somewhat  protracted. 
ylTfon  the  alternative  is  between  this  effect  on  the 
CAP  hand»  nnd  a  continuance  of  the  existing  state 
of  things  on  the  other,  we  trust  there  can,  in  an 
wl^ghtfned  body,  be  no  difficulty  in  the  itecision* 
it  would  be  unsound  policy  in  a  merchant  to  anti- 
G^pjite  the  payment  of  his  debts  so  rapidly  as  to 
deprive  himself  of  the  means  of  carrying  on  his 
^mmerce;  and  it  is  eaually  unsound  for  a  nation 
mip^es8«irily  to  press  forward  the  payment  of  its 
qipbts  with  such  rapidity  as  to  exnausjt  its  rer 
sources. 

Among  the  reasons  that  alienated  the  affections 
of  i^menca,  in  its  colonial  sMite,  from  the  pt^rent 
country,  a  very  powerful  one  was  the  restraints 
impps^  on  its  manufacturing  industry.  These 
were  the  subjects  of  loud  a^d  unceasing  complaints, 
4nd  we  respectfully  ask  you,  whether  the  conse- 
q^i^ces  to  the  nation  and  to  individuals  are  not 
as  fatal,  when  our  industry  is  torn  up  by  the  roots 
through  the  meaipts  of  a  tariff  fatsdly  madequate  to 
protect  it,  as  by  an  arbit^rv  edict  ?  Does  it  ad- 
minister any  comfort  to  tne  hundreds  of  useful 
citi;4ens  who  invested  large  capitids  in  those  valu- 
able manufacturing  estabushments  spread  through- 
out the  country,  whose  ruins  bear  the  strongest 
t^timonv  against  the  policy  we  pursue  \  or  to  the 
t^  of  thousands  of  workmen  reduced  to  mendi- 
ciUr,  K^any  of  them  with  large  familiesi  that  their 
^^ffe^ingshfive  not  propeeded  from  the  mandates  of 


a  priry  coonail^  but  frwn  the  « ^„ 

their  fellow-citizens? 

The  policy  of  this  country  has  ba-i^q, 
degree  predicated  on  the  specious  injin 
Smith,  '^  to  boy  goods  where  tkey  ciiu« 
cheapest"  It  has  had  a  fair  UiaLii:..)^ 
cious  tendency  has  been  dearly  douiofliiii;. 
buy  cotton,  wool,  and  mnsUns  in  lUa ;. 
brics,  muslins,  and  broadcloth>,iii  Fiues.^ 
land,  because  we  can  purchase  them  c^^ 
than  at  home ;  and  there  is  good  rosa.b^. 
that  we  shall  hare  large  importauov:  u 
wheat  from  Odessa.  This  s^sten  h:  ;^i 
large  portion  of  the  existing  distzes.  IL." 
avail  IS  it  that  every  species  of  goods ndsr^ 
dise,  and  even  most  of  the  neccaowsiii^ 
^  cheap,"  when  the  means  of  DQrcltt»i?irai 
reduced  with  almost  every  class,  uicsa 
have  nearly  disappeared  ?  The  owv.-ae 
who  was  in  the  receipt  of  two  oi  tis>M 
dollars  per  annum,  and  whose  rabi^u 
one-third  or  one-half;  the  storekeepsr^u 
a  comfortable  support  for  his  fkoulf.KTi^ 
business  is  almost  wholly  saspadec.Srr- 
body  of  our  Western  farmers,  wiosete*!* 
are  excluded  from  those  Kuropetoaazii^*'^ 
their  supj^ies  of  *' cheap  goods''  hire  Its :^ 
and  whose  industry  has  thusrecdrediTiici 
the  workman  who  earned  six,  eight,  ffBte* 
per  week,  and  who  is  now  destituie  cc^ 
ment ;  and  every  other  class  of  thecoaBC-.i^ 
enduring  more  or  less  distress,  dehre  i;^^' 
la^ion  in  their  difficulties  and  mkxa^'^ 
the  consideration  that  they  have  boos^i^^j^ 
buy,  foreign  articles  cheaper  tbaadoQi^ 
are  nersuaded,  had  the  latter  bea  mR^^ 
as  the  former,  (lb*  difference  of  pwt  «** 
has  generally  bf4nin$ignifiGaAt,)thiiR<^;^^ 
prove  it  would  have  been  sound  |««I  ^P 
the  preference  to  the  pjrodoctioDsoffl^*'^ 
citizens.  ' 

We  beg  leave  to  correct  aa  enorao^ 
importance.    We  said  that  "«*^/*'l 
community  was  sufferiDg  mo^^f  2li 
There  is  one  striking  exception.  .^3?^ 
find  a  golden  harvest  in  these  ii«»  ^J^mi 
add  farm  to  farm,  house  to  hous^dip»^^^ 
stocks  to  stocks,  at  their  pleasuie,ttJ*^''*Kj 
productive  classes  who  have  ^ .  ^^^^i^i 
as  the  most  valuable  portion  of  socjj^''*,., 
it  has  been  the  policy  of  aU  wiseGov^^; 
foster  and  cherish.    The pwseoi stt» "T^ 
wonderfully  calculated  to  eariclijj^^j^ 
trayagantly;  to  impoverish  ^.r^^^^. 
those  who  have  heretofore  futDiw"^^^;. 
and  the  means  of  procuring  a  ^^""^'^^j/j 
ence  to  thousands  and  tens  of  ^'*?]rl,*"|jf. 
citizens,  which  they  are  now  u^/r^-^: 
and  not  only  to  deprive  the  latter  of  ^^^ 

supporting  themselves  and  ^^"f^-!use,s= 
to  drive  many  of  them  to  de5i)eraK  c^^  ^  ^ 
frequently  occurs  in  all  countries ^.r^^^f 
tress  and  difficulty.  A  capitals'  ^*!Lm  ^-^ 
lion  of  dolkrs  could  now  P«i«*^ff^\fiiS. 
one  year  since  would  fravc  »i*^^„^ifi 
and  a  half,  and  which  i n  oueot  two)^ 
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wlken  the  pMaent  calamiCoiu  state  of  afiairs,  sub- 
aides,  may  realize  the  same  sum.  This  is  the  poi* 
soiious  fruit  of  the  upas  tree,  of  "  buying  cheap 
goods  abroad." 

We  hope  it  will  appear,  on  such  an  enlarged 
and  liberal  riew  of  the  subject  as  ouj^ht  to  be  be- 
stowed on  it  by  a  legislative  body,  fairly  chosen, 
in  a  free  country,  that  the  advantages  held  out  to 
farmers  and  planters  from  purchasing  foreign 
goods  cheap,  however  specious  and  plausible  they 
may  have  appeared,  are  wholly  illusory.  The 
great  mass  of  those  descriptions  of  citizens  pur- 
chase so  few  foreien  manufactured  goods^  which 
alone  are  to  be  taken  into  view  in  deciding  this 
question,  that  the  utmost  saving  that  can  be  made 
on  them  is  insignificant  compared  with  the  solid 
advantages  of  securing  a  permanent  home  market 
for  their  productions.  The  average  consumption 
of  foreign  manufactures  by  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  is  not  four  dollars  per  head.  Let  us 
suppose  every  species  of  foreign  goods  to  be  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  cheaper  than  domestic :  in  this  case, 
the  saving,  by  preferring  the  former,  would  be  only 
one  dollar  per  head  throughout  the  Union.  Let 
us  respectfully  caU  your  attention,  on  the  other 
hand,  to  the  severe  loss  incurred  by  the  sacrifice  of 
domestic  industry.  This  will  enable  you  to  form 
a  correct  decision  on  this  important  subject.  The 
reduction  in  the  price  of  cotton  from  thirty  to 
eighteen  cents  per  pound,  is  thirty-six  dollars  on  a 
single  bale ;  and  the  reduction  in  the  value  of  the 
wheat  produced  by  a  single  acre  of  land,  suppose 
twenty  bushels,  by  a  ialf  from  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  to  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  bushel, 
is  twenty-five  dollars.  And  it  will  not  admit  of  a 
doubt,  that  had  the  protection  of  our  cotton  estab- 
iisoients  provided  a  home  market  for  that  impor- 
tant staple,  the  price,from  the  steady  and  increasing 
demand,  woula  probably  have  remained  station- 
ary; at  all  events,  it  would  never  have  experi- 
enced so  rapid  and  so  ruinous  a  reduction.  Bfore- 
over,  so  far  as  regards  the  farmer,  it  is  highly 
probable  that  a  due  protection  of  manufactures 
would,  in  a  few  years,  as  already  observed,  attract 
to  this  country  so  many  foreign  artists  and  manu- 
facturers as  would  consume  nearly  as  much  of  thie 
necessaries  of  life  as  are  now  exported  abroad. 

Dearly,  therefore,  have  they  paid  the  forfeit  for 
adopting  the  maxim  of  ^'  purchasinj^  where  goods 
could  be  had  the  cheapest ;"  a  maxim  rejected  in 
practice,  as  we  have  stated,  by  every  wise  nation 
in  Europe,  and  acted  upon  only  by  Spain,  Portu- 
gal, and  the  United  States. 

On  a  review  of  the  proceedings  of  the  fourteenth 
Congress,  yoor  memorialists  find  that  the  present 
calamitous  state  of  afiairs  was  clearly  exhibited  tp 
their  view  as  early  as  February,  1816.  MThat  was 
then  prophecy,  has,  alas!  fatally  become  history. 

The  Coqimittee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures, in  a  most  excellent  and  eloquent  report  of 
the  above  date,  ask : 

"  Do  not  the  ^uggfBstipns  of  wisdom  plainly  show 
that  the  security,  the  jgfmc^  and  the  nappiness  of 
tfiis  nation  d«pf&d  on  ofieniii^  and  enlarging  idi 
our  resources,  and  drawing  uom  them  whatever 


shall  he  required  for  public  use  or  private  acoomT 
modation? 

"  The  committee  consider  the  situation  of  the 
manufacturing  establishments  to  be  perilous^^-M. 
Some  have  decreased,  and  others  have  suspended 
business.  A  liberal  encouragement  will  put  then) 
again  into  operation,  with  increased  powers.  But 
should  it  be  withheld,  they  will  be  prostrate4 
Thousands  will  be  reduced  to  want  and  wretch- 
edness. A  capital  of  nearly  sixty  millions  of  dol- 
lars will  become  inactive,  a  greater  part  of  which 
will  become  a  dead  loss  to  the  manufacturers. 
Our  improvidence  may  lead  to  fatal  consequence** 
The  Powers  jealous  of  our  growth  and  prosperity 
will  acquire  the  resources  and  strength  which  this 
Government  neglects  to  improve,  it  requires  n9 
prophet  to  foretel  what  use  foreign  Powers  will 
make  of  them." 

It  cannot  be  sufficiently  lamented  that  these 
sage  admonitions  were  unavailing.  The  tariff,  on 
the  most  important  manufactured  articles^  waa 
fixed  so  low,  that  it  required  but  little  sagacity  to 
foresee  the  ruin  of  the  manufacturers,  and  the  con- 
sequent impoverishment  of  the  country. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  state,  that  they 
further  find  that  the  ipannftctttrers,  while  num* 
bers  of  them  were  sinking  victims  of,  and  all  of 
them  suffering  by,  the  overwhelming  competition 
of  foreign  rivalfC  explicitly  stated  their  suffeungs 
and  dangers  to  their  fellow-citizens  in  Congress^ 
each  succeeding  session,  respectfully  and  earnestly 
soliciting  that  protection  which  they  alone  had  tat 
power,  and  which  it  was  their  impefious  duty  to 
oestow.  It  is  painful  to  your  memorialiBts  to 
state,  (but  candor  requires  they  should  stat&)  that 
those  applications  were  disregarded ;  that  tne  ap- 
plicants were  left  to  fall  victims  in  an  unequal 
struggle;  in  which  long  established  manufactures. 
immense  capital,  great  credit,  and  Governmental 
protection  were  arrayed  on  one  sid^  and  on  the 
other  infanit  establishments,  exhausted  capital,  slen* 
der  credit,  and  a  tariff  utterly  inadequate  lor  pro- 
tection. The  memorials  from  Rhode  Island,  Pitt»- 
bnrg,  Baltimore,  and  Oneida  county,  are  maattp- 
pieces  of  eloquenoe,  admirably  calculated  to  eieita 
the  sympathy  and  to  command  the  aid  of  thit 
Lej^atuies  to  which,  unhappily,  they  were  in 
vain  addressed. 

Although  this  memorial  has  already  extended  to 
a  great  length,  we  cannot  close  it  without  plaaing 
the  subject  in  another  important  jiointof  view,  da- 
serving  of  your  most  serious  consideration. 

The  establishment  of  manufactures  on  a  respect- 
able scale  in  any  town  or  village  is  of  transcendent 
benefit  to  the  agricultural  interest,  as  they  immn- 
diat^y  enhance  the  value  of  the  lands  in  the  neigh* 
b(tfhood  from  one  to  five  hundred  per  cent.  iMe- 
pendent  of  the  advantage  already  glanced  at,  of  a 
steady  home  market  for  his  wheat,  flour,  corA,Eye, 
dec.,  the  farmer  has  "a  certain  demand  for  nis 
caboages,  peas,  turnips,  and  other  garden  st«&^ 
and  fu^,  whicn  are  too  perishable  lor  foreign  mav- 
kets,  or  not  worth  the  expense  of  tran/»portation.'' 
And  this  is  not  mere  theory.  There  are  two  Strang 
cases  in  point  The  establishment  of  the  maau- 
factixies  at  Bcandywine  and  Pittahuig  eahanoed 
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the  Tfthie  of  the  neighhoring  lands  in  the  ratio 
abore  stated,  and  wonderfully  increased  the  pros- 
peritf  and  comforts  of  the  circufnjacent  fanners. 
The  same  effect  has  been  produced  in  other  parts 
of  the  Union ;  and  it  would  be  everywhere  pro- 
duced, in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  bv  the  same 
cause.  And,  moreover,  the  sons  and  daughters  of 
the  farmers  and  country  laborors,  a  large  portion 
of  Whose  time  is  at  present  entirely  wasted,  would 
have  a  source  of  profitable  employment,  to  add  to 
the  comforts  and  the  happiness  or  their  parents. 

We  therefore  pray  that,  taking  the  premises 
fully  into  consideration,  you  will  he  pleased  to  re- 
vise the  tariff  in  such  a  mode  as  to  revive  our 
drooping  manufactures,  and  afford  effectual  pro- 
tection to  the  national  industry. 

PBTER  8.  DUPONCEAU, 

And  others. 


REMONSTRANCE  AGAINST  AN  INCREASE 
OP  DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS. 

[Commonicsted  to  the  House,  Janasry  17,  1820.] 

7b  tke  Senate  and  House  of  Mqfresentatives  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled  .* 

The  memorial  of  the  United  Agricultural  So- 
ciety of  Virginia  in  general  meeting  of  their  dele- 


Rom  the  AgricuHwal  Society  of  Prince  Qeorg^s^ 
Thomas  Cocke,  Edmund  Raiffin. 

From  the  Affriadtwral  Society  of  Sussev^ohn  Ed- 
munds Qeorge  Blow,  William  F.  Raffin,  William 
I.  Cocie. 

Fhm  the  Agricultural  Society  of  Swrry — ^Nicholas 
Faulcon,  Charles  H.  Graves,  Richard  Cocke. 

Ram  the  Agricultural  Society  cf  Peterdmrg — John 
Pegram,  Roger  A.  Jones. 

Rom  the  AgHcultiural  Society  of  Bruneioidi — The- 
ophilus  Field,  John  Jones,  and  Henry  Lewis. 

Your  memorialists  present  themselves  to  your 
honorable  Houses,  as  a  portion  of  the  independent 
agriculturists  of  Virginia.  In  that  character,  we 
design  not  to  harass  our  Representatives  with 
high-wrought  pictures  of  distress  which  their  wis- 
dom could  not  have  anticipated,  and  cannot  re- 
move ;  neither  can  we  bring  ourselves  to  detail,  in 
the  language  of  complaint,  much  less  of  reproach, 
those  evils  which  we  endure  in  common,  not  only 
with  every  class  and  denomination  of  our  fellow- 
citizens,  biut  with  almost  ever^  rank,  and  descrip- 
tion of  civilized  man.  We  solicit  not  the  fostering 
care  and  patronage  of  the  Liegislature  to  alleviat^ 
by  bounties,  monopolies,  or  protecting  duties,  ca- 
lamities in  their  nature  as  inevitable  as  they  are 
incurable  by  legislative  interposition,  because  re- 
sulting from  a  combination  or  circumstances  over 
which  our  Legislature  can  exercise  no  control. 
War  is  an  unnatural  and  calamitous  state;  its 
evils  must  be  felt  sooner  or  later,  and  not  less 
severely  by  being  deferred.  The  transition  from 
war  to  peace  was  sudden,  and  found  us,  like  the 
rest  of  tne  world,  unprepared.  But  we  can  bear 
patiently  the  penalty  of  our  own  improvidence, 
ooavinced  that  our  distresses  will  be  but  temporary, 


and  recollecting  that  they  were  preceded  bf  twea^ 
years  of  almost  uninterrupted  prosperity.  In  tha 
frame  of  mind,  which  we  reeommcad  to  the  imi- 
tation of  our  more  discontented  brethren,  we  have 
only  to  solicit,  respectfully  but  earnestly,  from 
your  wisdom  and  experience,  that  we  be  left  to 
ourselves  to  disembarrass  our  own  afairs  by  active 
industry  and  strict  economy,  instead  of  being  placed 
at  the  mercy^  of  interested  individuals,  who  would 
flatter  us  with  relief  by  abridginjg  our  comforts, 
increasing  our  expense,  and  diverting  to  their  own 
pockets  that  portion  of  the  produce  of  our  labor 
which,  differently  api^ed,  might  serve  to  extricate 
us  from  our  present  difficulties.  The  undefined 
projects  and  extravagant  claims  of  the  manufactu- 
ring associations,  collected  from  their  circulais, 
reports  of  committees,  and  other  publications, 
could  alone  lead  us  to  apprehend  that  we  may  not 
be  left  to  this  repose  which  we  so  earaestljr  solicit, 
and  which  the  difficulties  of  our  present  situation 
so  imperiously  demand.  We  have  always  sus- 
pected the  policy  of  forcing  any  branch  ^  tiade 
or  manufacture  by  bounties,  monopolies,  or  pro- 
tecting duties ;  but,  without  entering  into  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  general  question,  we  would  respeci- 
fully  suggest  that  no  period  more  unfavorable  than 
the^present  could  be  saected  for  the  eoaunenoaneBt 
of  an  experimental  course  of  political  economy, 
beginning  with  the  taxation  oi  the  many  for  the 
emolument  of  the  few.  When  we  ooosider  the 
taxes  already  imposed  on  foreign  mann&ctores, 
(averaging,  perhaps,  twenty-five  per  cent.,)  and 
estimate  the  amount  of  freighL  double  commissions, 
insurances,  and  various  smaller  charges  incident 
to  shipping  and  transporting  to  this  country  the 

Products  of  the  foreign  artisan,  a  moderate  cslcxt- 
Ltion  will  give  to  the  American  mannfiictorer  aa 
advantage  of  forty  per  cent    If,  to  this  immense 
advantage  over  the  European  competitor,  we  add 
the  cheap  terms  on  which  the  chief  necessaries  of 
life— -meat,  bread,  and  fuel — can  be  procured;  the 
abundance  in  which  the  raw  materials  are  pro- 
duced ;  our  happy  exemption  from  the  whole  of 
that  frightful  catalogue  of  oppre»ive  taxes,  which, 
barely  to  read,  makes  the  American  citixen  shud- 
der, butunder  the  continually  accumulating  weight 
of  which  the  foreign  artisan  must  labor ;  and  still 
further,  on  the  auUiority  of  the  advocates  of  pro- 
tecting duties,  a  considerable  capital  unemployed, 
and  numerous  laborers  starving  in  idleness,  ana 
you  exhibit  a  series  of  advantages  on  the  side  of  the 
American  manufacturer  which  would  seem  to  pat 
competition  in  our  own  market  entirely  out  of  the 
Guestion.     If,  with  such  overwhelming  odds  in  his 
ravor,  the  American  declines  to  compete  with  the 
foreign  manufacturer,  we  must  conclude  either  that 
capi^  is  wantine  to  fit  him  out  for  the  trial,  or  he 
scorns  the  consideration  of  such  profits  as  would 
satisfy  his  opponent.    If  the  former  conclusion  be 
tru^  It  demonstrates  the  improprietv  of  attempting 
at  this  time  to  force  manufactures  oy  law ;  for,  as 
capital  is  essentially  necessary^  and  cannot  be 
forced  by  law,  we  had  better  await  its  slow  growth, 
from  the  gradual  operation  of  the  usual  causes; 
and  whenever  it  arrives  at  sufficient  maturity, 
manufactures  will  follow  without  force.    But  ii, 
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on  the  other  hand,  onr  manufactnrers  are  so  im- 
patient to  enrich  themselves  as  to  disdain  the  grad- 
ual accumulation  of  moderate  profits,  we  submit 
respectfully  to  your  wisdom  the  impolicy  of  suh- 
jectins;  so  large  a  portion  of  your  fellow-citizens 
to  such  unreasonable  cupidity — of  laying  them  at 
the  mercy  of  an  association  who  |[com petition  be- 
ins  removed)  will  no  longer  consider  the  Intrinsic 
viuue  of  an  article,  or  what  price  would  afford  a 
fair  profit  to  the  manufacturer,  but  how  much  the 
necessities  of  the  consumer  would  enable  them  to 
extort.  Of  this  spirit,  we  had  a  sufilcient  specimen 
during  our  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

In  reply  to  these  arguments,  we  are  told  that 
many  manufacturing  establishments  have  been 
ruined  for  want  of  protecting  duties.  We  doubt 
not  the  fact  of  ruin ;  but  we  more  than  doubt  the 
cause  assigned  for  it.  We  strongly  suspect  that, 
on  a  fair  investigation^  most  of  the  failures  may  be 
accounted  for  very  differently.  For  instance:  1st. 
By  embarking  in  business  on  fictitious  capitals ; 
the  sudden  recall  of  which  lefl  the  adventurers,  as 
they^  originally  were,  without  fund:«.  2d.  Engage 
ing  in  speculations  unconnected  with  their  facto- 
ries, and,  by  the  failure  of  these,  ruining  their 
establishments.  3d.  From  the  impatience  of  grow- 
ing rich,  by  the  gradual  accumulation  of  moderate 
gams,  stimulating  them  to  attempt  establishments 
and  projects  beyond  their  means.  Few,  we  be- 
lieve, of  those  who  commenced  with  real  capitals, 
and  pursued  their  business  prudently,  have  fatleu 
to  improve  their  fortunes.  The  greater  part  of 
this  description  of  persons  acknowledge,  with  hon- 
est candor,  that  they  are  sufl&ciently  protected. 
But,  as  we  have  forc^  none  of  our  fellow-citizens 
to  embark  their  capitals  in  the  precarious  specula- 
tion of  establishing  manufactures — ^perhap  before 
their  time ;  nay,  as  they  have  voluntarily  involved 
themselves  in  ruinous  projects  not  from  patriotic 
motives,  but  views  purely  selfish,  and  founded  on 
the  fallacious  prospect  or  a  protracted  war,  we  see 
no  reason  why  they  should  call  upon  us  to  rein- 
state them  by  a  heavy  sacrifice,  and  this,  too,  at  a 
time  when  it  is  with  the  utmost  difficulty  any  of 
us  can  fulfil  our  own  personal  engagements^  and 
many  are  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  sacrificing 
their  property  to  satisfy  their  creditors.  Under 
these  circumstances,  we  hope  that  your  honorable 
Houses  will  not  deem  unreasonable  our  respectful 
remonstrance  against  any  increase  of  burden  be- 
yond the  necessary  expenses  of  our  Government. 

One  favorite  ailment  insisted  on  by  the  man- 
ufacturers is  so  ofiensive  a  libel  on  the  great  body 
of  the  American  people,  that  indignation  will  not 
suffer  us  to  pass  it  unnoticed ;  to  wit,  that  die  es- 
tablishment of  home  manufactures  is  necessary  to 
keep  the  people  firm  to  their  duty  in  time  of  war. 
Thus,  more  than  insinuating  that  the  millions  of 
independent  hi^h-minded  argriculturists  who  peo- 
ple our  extensive  territory,  constituting  at  once 
the  pride  and  the  stren£;th  of  the  nation,  are  to  be 
taugbt  the  value  of  independence,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  self-defence,  by  the  operations  of  an  in- 
considerable number  of  manufacturers  scattered 
through  the  country. 

In  every  nation,  with  whose  internal  affairs  we 


are  familiarly  acquainted,  the  landed  interest  has 
been  proverbial  for  liberality,  in  comparison  with 
any  other  class;  and  we  proudly  believe  the  day 
will  never  arrive  when  the  American  yeoman  wiU 
not  suffer  himself  patiently  to  be  shorn  to  the  quick 
in  defence  of  the  independence  or  honor  of  bis 
country ;  while,  if  "  you  but  touch  a  bristle  of  the 
manufacturing  interest,  the  whole  sty  is  in  an  up- 
roar." We  wish  not  to  be  placed  under  such  pro- 
tections, especially  when  tneir  projects  for  safety 
are  accompanied  by  the  expression  of  the  alarming 
sentiment,  that  they  consider  the  election  of  a 
President,  a  Governor,  or  a  Representative  of  the 
people,  as  uninteresting  in  comparison  with  a  ques- 
tion on  the  fabrication  of  druggets,  calico,  and 
penknives. 

The  specious  vision  of  supplying  all  our  own 
wants  by  our  own  labor,  and  thus  being  enabled  to 
isolate  ourselves  from  the  other  members  of  the  hu- 
man &mily,  we  look  upon  as  a  mere  phantom,  con- 
1'ured  up  for  the  purpose  of  luring  us  into  a  pro- 
libitory  system.  Could  such  a  vision  be  realized, 
we  would  deprecate  its  influence  as  equally  hos- 
tile to  the  advance  of  science  and  the  duration  of 
liberty.  We  do  not  envy  the  condition  of  the 
Chinese^  the  only  people  completely  abandoned  to 
this  chimera ;  amongst  whom  science  has  been  re- 
trograde for  a  thousand  years,  the  whole  energies 
of  the  human  mind  reduced  to  the  servile  talent 
of  imitation,  and  man  degraded  to  a  state  of  abject 
^ovelling  slavery.  Compare  the  timid  slave  creep- 
ing through  shallows  in  his  clumsy  junk,  with  the 
American  seaman  "among  the  tumbling  moun- 
tains of  ice  of  the  arctic  circle,  penetrating  to  the 
antipodes,  and  engaged  under  the  frozen  serpent  of 
the  South."  **  Yet  we  know  that  he  has  not  been 
squeezed  into  this  hardy  form,  or  inhaled  this 
daring  spirit  from  the  constraints  of  a  watchful  and 
suspicious  Government,  but  that,  through  a  wise 
and  salutary  neglect,  a  generous  nature  has  btxn 
suffered  to  take  its  own  way  to  perfection.  We  are 
firmly  persuaded  that  the  best  interests  of  men  and 
of  nations  are  promoted  by  free  and  extensive  in- 
tercourse one  with  another.  The  great  object  of 
nations  ou^ht  to  be,  to  procure  the  greatest  possible 
quantity  of  produce  with  the  least  possible  expendi- 
ture of  labor  and  of  capital.  This  can  be  effected 
only  by  permitting  the  people  to  purchase  such  ar- 
ticles as  they  can  buy  cheaper  than  they  can  fab- 
ricate. Thus  would  be  produced  a  most  unre- 
stricted state  of  commerce,  permitting  every 
country  to  employ  its  capital  and  industry  to  the 
greatest  advanta^,  in  devoting  them  to  pursuits 
adapted  to  the  soil  and  climate  of  each^  and  con- 
sonant with  the  genius  of  their  respective  inhab- 
itants. 

For  these,  and  other  considerations  equally  cogent, 
your  memorialists  feel  themselves  constraint  to 
remonstrate  against  the  pretensions  of  the  manu- 
facturing interest,  as  of  a  highly  dangerous  ten- 
dency, whether  considered  with  respect  to  their 
influence  on  our  Cbvemment,  by  establishing  the 
precedent  of  investing  one  class  with  peculiar 
privileges  and  immunities  at  the  expense  of  the 
rest — a  measure  pregnant  with  the  most  fenifxH 
consequences,  being  as  inconsistent  with  the  prin- 
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ciples  ofiusUce  as  iocompatiUe  with  the  spirit  of 
Qur  free Cfonstitution ;  their  tendency  to  demoralize 
oux  people,  by  the  introduction  of  smuggling — an 
evil  inseparable  from  high  protecting  duties,  and 
one  from  which  the  united  navies  of  £uro{>e  and 
America  could  not  guard  a  coast  as  extensive  as 
ours :  or  their  effect  on  our  revenue,  airead]^  dimin- 
ished by  protecting  duties,  without  producing  any 
corresponding  energjr  on  the  part  of  our  manufac- 
turers, and  which,  if  further  diminished  by  an 
increase  of  tariff,  and  bv  diverting  capital  from  the 
purchase  of  public  lands,  must  necessarily  call  for 
a  aystem  of  internal  taxation  ^  in  the  present  state 
of  our  affairs,  productive  of  mcalculable  distress. 
Commerce  must  decline  under  such  a  system: 
with  its  decline  our  seamen  must  diminish ;  ana 
our  gallant  Navy,  after  achieving  more  than  our 
fondest  hopes  could  anticipate,  dwindle  into  insig- 
nificance. This  sacriJELce.  too,  we  are  called  upon 
to  make,  that  our  manufacturers  may  be  enabled 
to  furnish  us  with  cottons  and  woollens  fifty  per 
cent,  higher  than  vyc  could  procure  them  in  a  tor- 
eign  market. 

W  ith  this  view  of  the  subject,  your  memorialists 
pray  that  no  further  protection  be  granted  to  man- 
ufactures, excepting  such  as  in  your  wisdom  you 
deem  essential  for  national  defence ;  and  that  the 
existing  duties  be  so  reduced,  as  to  produce  th? 
greatest  possible  revenue.  And  we  revert  to  our 
original  prayer,  to  be  left  to  ourselves  to  disembar- 
rass our  own  afiairs,  without  being  called  on  to 
repair  the  losses  of  any  other  class,  stilt  less  to  ad- 
vance them  to  wealth  and  power  at  the  expense  of 
the  best  interests  of  the  American  people. 

JOHN  PEGRAMT 

PrendaU  of  the  Bd^aliofL 

EDii^KP  Rai*fin9  Sfcretary. 


PROTflCTIQIf  TO  MANUPACTURERS  OF 

PAPER. 

[CooaQitiDicated  to  the  Senate,  January  18,  18S0.] 

To  the  Semie  c^nd  Home  of  ]^epr^9miiUm9  of  the 
VrUied  Sfaies  in  Congrw  iodHmbkd: 

Tha  memorial  of  the  Society  of  P^per  Mak^r^s 
of  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware,  re- 
spectfully showeth,  that  at  a  tiqie  when  the  econp- 
mf  of  the  United  States,  in  all  its  various  branches 
01  inanufacture,  j^resses  itself  upon  the  public  at- 
tentipfi  by  the  extreme  iniury  it  sustains,  your 
inempriahsts  ^e  impelled,  by  the  deplorable  state 
oi*  that  which  they  particularly  represent,  to  ask 
for  thfe  patronage  and  assistance  of  the  National 
L^slature. 

Your  mexnorialists  believe,  there  are  some  pecu- 
hfLT  features  in  thi^  manufacture  which,  if  known, 
will  entitle  it  to  the  attention  of  Congre^sy  Ana 
they  hope  to  be  allowed  to  mention  some  general 
iii^ct^  respecting  the  American  manufaetiires  Tf  hick 
are  needful  to  a  full  view  of  their  own- 

Vour  memorialists  represent  a  manufacture 
which  arpse  ip  these  Sta^  ai  9A  early  peripd  of 
(be  settlement  of  the  country — about  the  year 
173P ;  and,  l^ing  prodMe^d  trpm  the  dpjpesfii^ 


saving  of  a  raw  material  which  offered  no  inter- 
ference to  agriculture  or  eommjerce^  they  coaceiTe 
has  always  been  so  much  gained  m  favor  of  its 
economy  and  industry.  The  arts  depending  ujion 
it  render  it  necessary  to  almost  erery  branch  of 
improvement,  as  the  prinUng  of  bookx,  maps, 
charts,  prints,  newspaper^  &«..  which  materially 
promote  the  extension  of  kaowicdge,  tlie  advance- 
ment of  education,  and  the  various  purposes  of  the 
State. 

In  an  object  of  such  extensive  consumption,  we 
cannot  avoid  bringing  into  view  theamomii  wnich 
must  have  been  saved  tp  the  nation  for  a  period  of 
one  hundred  years  by  the  use  of  a  domestic  mate- 
rial which  must  otherwise  have  been  lost ;  and  by 
the  employment  of  the  youth  of  both  sexes  in  a 
manufacture  which  hiut  been  more  productive 
than  even  agriculture  itself  ^  tbie  importation  of 
which  woula  have  required  the  country  to  pay 
lar^e  sums  annually  for  the  refuse  materials  and 
industry  of  foreign  nations  instead  of  its  own. 

The  paper,  in  common  with  sereral  of  our  maa- 
ufactuxes,  was  protected  previous  to  the  Revolu- 
tion by  the  general  effect  of  the  Kofilkh  laws  in 
favor  of  its  national  industry ;  for,  axthougb  they 
offered  no  encouragement  to  us  to  come  into  com- 
petition with  manufactures  abroad,  they  seemed 
from  general  interference  the  benefit  of  our  home 
market. 

These  domestic  establishments  were  of  great 
importance  during  the  Revolution,  when  the  im- 
portations ceased.  The  security  arising  from  the 
war  contributed  much  to  their  improvement,  and 
continued  after  the  peace  of  1783>,  in  consejuence 
of  the  limited  intercourse  with  Europe.  During 
the  long  period  of  the  Eun^ean  war  many  of  our 
manufiEictures  were  preserved  by  the  inierroptioD 
to  those  of  the  Continent,  and  the  heavy  charges 
of  shipment;  so  that  from  theix  first  origin  undl 
the  late  treaty  they  experienced  a  yinuai  protec- 
tion,  and  were  prevented  from  being  exposed  to 
ruin  by  the  effect  of  the  laws  made  by  foreign 
Governments  to  promote  their  commerce  and  the 
extension  of  their  trade. 

After  this  time  an  unlimited  intercourse  took 
place  with  distant  nations,  without  regard  lo  the 
impontant  e&cts  it  woi^  produce  upon  qui  do- 
mestic arrangenients  and  economy  ^  and  it  was 
not  foxesecn  tnat  when  the  policY  of  every  nation 
of  Europe  prevented  a  use  to  us  of  their  markets 
whenever  our  products  conae  into  coUi^oa  with 
theirjs,  we  were  at  all  times  exposed  to  an  intro- 
duction of  their  manufactured  articles,  not  for  oor 
regular  wants,  but  as  a  vent  for  such  j^o4s  as  they 
inight  have  in  excess.  This  had  an  ^ect  to  para- 
lyze the  internal  industry  of  the  country  in  a  man- 
ner never  before  experienced  since  its  settlenxent ; 
and  it  has  placed  us  in  the  situation  of  aeveral  of 
the  countries  of  Europe  whose  manufactures  had 
become  superseded  by  those  of  a  rival  natipn  which 
had  acted  under  the  patronafle  and  encouragcxoent 
of" its  own  iQo ver nment.  T his,  wiihou^  affbrdiog  a 
regular  supi^y,  eventually  cireates  depeodeoce  lor 
necessaries  abroad,  by  the  destruction  of  the  pro- 
ductive objects  of  national  wealth. 

Your  men^orialists  beg  leave  to  repr^snit  that 
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an  effect  of  this  kind  is  easily  produced ;  for  as 
manufactures  become  organized,  tne  raw  materials 
of  the  country  are  always  enhanced  by  competi- 
tion, and  the  prices  of  goods  reduced  so  that  they 
yield  little  more  th&n  a  rare  livinff )  the  economy  of 
Dusiness  then  affording  its  chief  emolument.  Of 
course,  an  interference  in  the  home  market  pro- 
duces ruin  to  the  regular  establishments,  by  taking 
away  the  sale  of  the  goods ;  creates  in  their  place 
similar  ones  abroad,  to  supply  the  country ;  and 
subjects  it  in  future  to  pay  adrantageous  if  not 
exorbitant  prices,  without  affording  a  value  to  the 
raw  materials  of  the  country,  or  furnishing  its 
labor. 

It  appears  from  the  conduct  of  the  nations  sur- 
roundmg  us  that  this  effect  has  been  well  under- 
stood, and  they  hare  found  that  the  employment 
of  the  people  in  manufactures,  with  the  aid  of  ma- 
chinery, gives  the  means  of  buying  from  neigh- 
boring agricultural  nations  more  agricultural  pro- 
ducts than  the  same  number  of  people  could  raise 
on  their  own  soil  at  home,  and  that  the  difference 
is  again  in  favor  of  their  national  wealth.  From 
this  principle  they  have  confined  the  people  to  the 
consumption  of  the  manufactured  products  of  the 
nation,  m  preference  to  buying  those  of  a  foreign 
one,  even  at  a  lower  price ;  because  the  payment 
takes  out  of  the  country  the  full  manufactured, 
price,  including  both  cost  and  profit;  whereas,  if 
the  articles  are  made  at  home,  the  country  receives 
all  the  profit  of  manufacture,  which  is  so  much 
added  to  its  national  stock ;  and  though  the  con- 
sumer may  pay  something  more  for  the  domestic 
articles  he  may  use  in  consequence  of  protecting 
duties,  yet  as  ^ese  will  not  amount  to  the  profit 
on  the  manufacture  of  the  eoods,  the  difibrence 
gained  to  the  country  is  in  nivor  of  its  improve- 
ment ;  and  it  is  more  than  made  up  to  the  con- 
sumer in  the  benefit  derived  either  m  raising  the 
materials,  the  employment  of  the  people^  the  in- 
crease of  industry,  the  benefit  to  agriculture,  the 
circulation  of  money^  or  in  the  full  use  of  all  the 
natural  advantages  of  the  country. 

While  the  introduction  of  manufactures  pr^ 
vents  this  injuriotis  exchange,  their  establishment 
at  home  must  increase  a  population  to  consume 
the  product  to  great  advantage. 

Tne  local  situatiokis  for  mills  and  factories  oc- 
capv  but  littfe  land  fit  for  cultivation,  and  afford  a 
market  to  the  farmer,  at  his  own  door,  for  the  arti- 
cles of  the  easiest  and  most  profitable  descri|)tion, 
which  could  not  bear  the  expense  of  carriage; 
they  ^ive  an  immediate  value  to  his  property,  to 
be  paid  in  barter  for  his  demands  upon  the  manu- 
facturer. TPhe  raw  material,  whether  it  be  wool, 
iron,  ra^s,  leather,  or  wood,  or  the  many  wants  a 
population  requires,  are  new  objects  free  from  the 
expense  of  the  labor  of  carriage,  which  takes  place 
in  transporting  them  to  an  uncertain  sale  in  a  dis- 
tant market. 

Your  memorialists  refer  the  application  of  these 
general  remarks  to  their  business.  This  has  yielded 
from  the  factories  within  forty  miles  of  Philadel- 
phia a  manufactured  amount  of  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  a  year,  by  which  it  has  employed 
nine  hundred  and  fifty  persons,  haiif  of  them  -v^- 


men  and  children.  This  gives  a  product  of  near 
one  thousand  dollars  per  head  per  year,  the  mate-' 
rial  in  this  case  being  a  clear  gain.  It  is,  there- 
fore, a  far  greater  amount  than  could  possibly  be 
obtained  by  the  employment  of  the  same  people 
on  the  land.    Now,  as  the  nation  would  have  to 

Eay  this  amount  for  paper  from  abroad,  it  would 
ave  to  send  abroad  the  produce  of  at  least  four 
thousand  people,  employed  upon  the  land  to  ob- 
tain it,  even  were  the  prices  not  raised  in  Conse- 
quence of  our  dependence  upon  them. 

The  rising  establishments  of  the  country  have 
suffered  from  the  effect  of  the  system  pursuea ;  and 
we  believe,  if  they  had  been  timely  guarded  in  the 
manner  they  have  been  abroad,  so  as  to  take  thead- 
vantafi^e  of  their  prosperity,  they  would  have  pre- 
served their  standmg,  and  have  been  now  a  great 
support  to  the  nation,  to  its  agriculture,  and  to  the 
Government. 

A  view  of  the  progress  of  the  manufacture 
abroad  will  give  us  an  ulustration  of  the  principle. 

''The  art  of  rnaking  paper  was  brought  from 
China  into  Persia  in  the  seventh  century,  intro- 
duced into  Spain,  by  the  Arabs,  the  eighth  or 
tenth ;  it  passed  into  France  and  into  Germany 
in  1312,  and  last  of  all  into  England,  in  1320 
and  1342."* 

"  Before  the  year  1690,  there  was  scarcely  any 
other  kind  of  paper  made  in  England  but  the  coarse 
brown  sort ;  but  the  war  with  JP'rahce  coming  on, 
occasioning  duties  on  foreign  paper,  the  French 
Protestant  refugees  settled  in  England  chiefly,  and 
the  English  artificers  also,  began  to  make  white 
writing  and  printing  papers,  which  were  brought 
to  so  great  a  perfection  for  beauty  and  elegance,  as 
to  supersede  the  importations  of  tne  continental  pa- 
pers into  the  British  dominions.  These,  it  was 
said,  saved  a  remittance  to  France  alone  of  one 
hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling  annnsdly;  and 
the  country  became  able,  in  addition  to  the  supply 
of  its  own  wants,  to  export  large  amounts  of  pa- 
I  pers  to  foreign  markets,  which  had  previously  been 
supplied  from  the  Continent."t 

The  protection  which  the  manufactures  have 
since  received  in  England,  added  to  the  scientific 
skill  of  the  people,  has  carried  it  to  a  higher  de- 
gree of  perfection  than  any  other  nation  of  Europe, 
so  that  they  hare  had  a  general  preference  ana 
afford  one  of  her  advantages  of  obtaining  the  pro- 
ducts of  other  nations  by  the  employment  of  her 
people. 

The  duty  on  papers  ^ken  into  England  has 
remained  for  a  long  time,  by  the  tariff  at  nineteen 
pence  sterNAg  per  pound,  and  a  drawback  of  three 
pence  per  pound  is  allowed  on  the  export  of  her 
own  paper,  which  is  equal  to  the  excise  laid  on 
thiat  consumed  at  home :  so  that  it  appears  the  ad- 
vantages derived  from  the  employment  of  the  peo- 
ple have  not  been  retarded,  even  when  in  compe- 
tition with  the  revenue. 

But  we  have  had  to  contend  alike  against  the 
mauufactures  of  England  and  those  of  the  Conti- 
nent ;  for  while  the  improvenients  in  this  country 

•  EcRDborgh  BncycTopcdia,  artidlB  "paper." 
fRees'sSmcyclopedift,  trtide  **pa^r." 
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required  as  to  makepaper  of  a  superior  quality,  to 
.  compare  with  the  £Dg[lish  paper,  we  have  had  to 
do  it  under  a  eompetitioQ  with  the  prices  of  the 
low  qualities  of  the  j>apers  from  France,  Spain, 
and  Italy ;  which  beinff  excluded  from  England, 
were  sent  here,  and  obtained  a  sale  from  their 
cheapness,  when  their  quality  would  not  have  com- 
manded it. 

We  have  been  thus  exposed  to  the  collision  of 
the  Interests  of  different  nations  from  which  their 
own  laws  severally  protected  them  at  home,  and 
in  one  of  which  the  export  has  been  even  promoted 
by  a  bounty.  This  would  never  have  taken  effect 
but  among  ourselves,  and  it  affords  at  once  a  strik- 
ing instance  of  the  means  used  to  export  their  sur- 
plus products,  and  to  contend  with  each  other  for 
the  advantage  of  a  distant  market.  Nor  have  the 
various  objects  of  the  country  been  promoted  by 
this  competition. 

The  revenue  obtained  has  not  been  considerable ; 
for  although  large  quantities  of  low  priced  paper, 
from  France,  Spain,  and  Italy,  have  been  import- 
ed, so  as  to  prevent  the  demands  upon  our  fac* 
tories,  and  to  anticipate  the  consumption  of  the 
country  very  greatly,  they  have  come  in  as  obiects 
of  speculation,  charged  low  to  yield  vary  little  ad 
valorem  duty ;  the  collusion  of  duties  being  a  lead- 
ins  motive  for  importing  them. 

Our  commerce  ms  not  received  much  benefit,  for 
papers  which  have  been  brought  from  the  south  of 
Europe  have  not  given  near  so  great  an  employ 
to  our  vessels  as  the  same  amount  of  capital  in- 
vested in  raspt  from  thence  would  have  done,  if  our 
paper  manufacturers  at  home  had  been  protected ; 
for  in  this  case  the  import  of  the  manufactured 
paper  would  have  been  superseded  by  the  rags, 
which  would  have  been  a  great  object  of  commer- 
cial attention. 

Nor  have  our  internal  demands  been  usefully 
supplied.  Paper  is  not  only  consumed  for  writing, 
but  for  books,  maps,  newspapers,  prints,  dec;  re- 
spectively requiring  a  particular  style  for  the  vari- 
ous orders,  which  these  European  papers  could  not 
meet,  nor  would  have  been  used  except  from  an 
extreme  reduction  of  price ;  and  they  have  in  a 
measure  retarded  the  advancement  m  our  arts. 
When  we  place  these  considerations  with  that  of 
their  coming  in  direct  interference  with  the  whole 
system  of  our  domestic  industry  and  produce,  the 
sacrifice  of  our  improvement  and  labor  with  that 
of  the  very  ^eat  expenditures  and  investments  of 
milla,  xnateruUs,  and  people,  and  every  spirit  of 
ambition  to  bring  this  busmess  as  an  otyect  under 
the  security  of  a liome  market,  we  may  fairly  state 
the  loss  sustained  not  only  to  have  been  private 
but  national. 

Your  memorialists,  tlierefore,  beg  leave  to  call 
the  attention  of  your  honorable  body  to  interpose 
for  our  relief. 

We  possess  fully  the  means  to  supply  the  con- 
sumption of  the  United  States  with  paper,  the 
domestic  saving  of  our  own  soil,  which  would 
otherwise  be  loss  to  the  community,  of  a  quality 
equal  to  that  of  any  other  country  on  earth,  en- 
tirely adapted  to  every  demand  of  use  or  elegance. 
That  in  a  state  of  fair  trade  we  will  be  able  to  ex- 


port a  considerable  excess  of  manufactured  paper 
to  South  America,  and  many  other  countries 
where  the  arts  have  not  advanced  as  iar  as  here. 
That,  therefore^  all  foreign  Bupi>ly  is  not  only  unne- 
cessary, but  injurious.  That  it  has  oSexed  not  a 
fair  rivalship,  but  to  give  overwhelming  quantities 
of  paper  upon  us,  ordered  upon  specuauon,  and 
sola  at  auction,  wbich  has  drawn  off  our  wealth, 
and  operated  to  the  discouragement  of  the  emula- 
tion and  industry  which  would  have  arisen  by  the 
employment  of  o^r  capitals  at  home. 

The  establishments  which  have  been  long  in 
operation  have  afibrded  the  public  every  adran- 
taffe  of  competition,  which  has  reduced  the  price 
01  paper  to  the  consumer  as  low  as  anywhere  in 
the  world ;  and  were  it  even  to  advance,  would 
tend  to  an  improvement  of  the  arts^  and  place 
them  more  on  a  footing  with  England  and  other 
nations,  where  printing,  engraving^  and  other 
branches  of  science,  tending  to  puliuc  education 
and  improvement,  are  objects  of  national  encour- 
agement, from  which  the  people  derive  so  pre- 
eminent an  advantage. 

The  district  we  represent  offers,  we  think,  a 
comparative  view  of  the  state  of  this  manufacture 
in  the  country  at  large.  In  this  there  are  erected 
seventy  paper  mills,  which  were  in  full  operation 
until  tne  importations  after  the  late  war  -,  in  these 
there  were  ninety-five  paper  vat^with  a  cost  of 
establishments  or  about  half  a  mulion  of  dollars, 
employing  nine  hundred  and  fifty  persons  at  an- 
nual waffes  of  two  hundred  and  seventeen  thou- 
sand dollars,  consuming  annually  2,600  tons  of 
ra^,  value  $260,000,  and  producing  about  $800,- 
000  worth  of  paper  a  vear ;  and  uom  the  causes 
we  have  mentioned  we  bnd  now  that  there  remain 
but  seventeen  vats  at  work,  whose  annual  amount 
of  wages  is  $45,000,  and  production  $136,000; 
leaving  unemployed  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  persons  to  seek  other  means  of  living,  with  a 
loss  to  the  community  of  2,128  tons  of  rags  un- 
consumed,  which  would  have  produced  a  saving 
of  $212,000  in  raw  materials,  and  a  manu^ictured 
amount  of  $624^000. 

Your  memorialists  cannot  but  state  that  the 
ruinous  effects  produced,  as  vre  have  represented, 
would  be  as  severely  felt  bj  the  Government  as 
ourselves^  should  it  be  found  needful  to  rely  uood 
national  industry  for  support;  and  we  cannot  hut 
bring  into  view  the  aid  derived  from  the  paper 
establishments,  and  the  amount  of  the  internal 
taxes  collected  during  the  war,  when  they  were 
an  availing  source  of  income. 

In  this  district,  the  mills  then  in  active  opera- 
tion paid,  at  an  average,  two  hundred  dollars  to  two 
hundred  and  fiAy  annuaUy,  per  vat ;  yielding  toge- 
ffether  a  revenue  of  twenty  to  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars,  when  importations  afforded  none;  and  we 
conceive  the  Government  may  form  an  estimate  of 
the  loss  to  the  country  from  that  which  the  reve- 
nue would  suffer  between  the  income  derived  from 
ninety-five  vats  in  full  employ,  and  the  aid  afforded 
by  the  security  of  our  home  market,  contrasted 
with  that  which  would  now  accrue  from  seven- 
teen vats  existing  under  the  depression  from  fiilling 
our  market  with  the  produce  of  foreign  nations, 
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which  has  shut  up  sevettty-eigbt  Tat8|left  our  em- 1 
Rovers  and  workpeopLe  embarrassed  and  dispirited, 
while  we  have  given  oar  resources,  the  natural 
basis  of  our  own  support,  toward  the  establish- 
ment of  business,  ana  the  creation  of  revenues  in 
the  hands  of  nations  who  are  the  rivals  of  the 
country  in  its  domestic  as  well  as  political  ad- 
vantages. 

Your  memorialists  believe  thev  have  given  a 
candid  statement  of  the  facts  which  they  have 
brought  before  you ;  they  can  only  rel^  upon  the 
wisdom  of  the  Government  to  guard  its  national 
interests.  They  believe  their  cause  to  be  mutually 
involved  with  that  of  their  country ;  it  remains 
with  its  Qovernment  to  prevent  the  extension  of 
the  present,  or  the  recurrence  of  future  calamities. 
Their  business  cannot  remain  as  it  is  now  situated ; 
its  advantages  have  USi  us,  and  the  shadow  of  it 
only  exists.  They  truly  believe  a  protection  grant- 
ed to  them  protects  thus  far  the  property  ef  the 
nation ;  that  the  policy^ adopted  by  the  other  Gov- 
ernments in  this  case  would  secure  the  same  results 
to  us  which  it  has  done  to  them ;  that  it  would 
render  us  independent  at  home,  would  employ  and 
enrich  the  nation,  and  would  give  us  a  siiriidus 
value  to  export  in  barter  for  the  ^oducts  of  foreign 
countries,  useful  and  necessary  to  our  wants. 

Your  memorialists  propose  a  duty  of  twenty-, 
five  cents  per  pound  on  ail  writing,  printing,  and 
copper-plate  papers,  and  fifteen  cents  per  pound 
on  all  others. 

Your  memorialists  remain  vrith  great  respect. 
By  order  of  the  society. 

MARK  WILLCOX,  PreHdtnt. 
Thobias  GiLFiN,  Secretaary. 

pRiLADKLPHtA,  JamuLTy  15,  1820. 


PROTECTION  TO  PRINTERS  OF  BOOKS. 

[CoiDmnoicated  to  the  Senate,  January  S6,  1820.] 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepreaenttUivee  of  the 
United  Statu  of  America  %n  Congreae  aenmbled: 

The  subscribers,  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Phil- 
adelphia, b^  leave  to  state  that  they  are  exten- 
sively ^igaged  in  the  manufacture  of  printed 
books,  a  branch  of  business  which  has  increased 
within  a  few  yeara  to  such  an  extent  as  could  not 
have  been  anticipated,  and  in  which  there  is  at  this 
moment  as  much  capital  engaged  as  would  suffice  to 
answer  the  demand,  were  it  to  be  increased  to  treble 
its  present  amount.  As  an  evidence  of  this,  they 
state  the  fact  that  there  are  no  less  than  five  Family 
Bibles,  and  numerous  smaller  Bibles  and  Testa- 
ments, kept  constantly  standing  in  type  in  this 
country ;  that  a  larffe  Latin  Dictionary  has  been 
recently  stereotyped  in  Philadelphia,  and  an  Eng- 
lish one  in  New  York ;  and  reter  also  to  the  nu- 
merous extensive  works  lately  published,  or  now 
in  a  course  of  puUication,  among  which  are  Rees's, 
Gregory's,  and  Edinburgh  Encyclopedias,  the 
Edinburgh  and  Quarterly  Reviews,  Hume  and 
Smollett's  England,  (three  editions,^  Gibbon's 
Rome,  (two  editions,)  British  Classics,  British 


Poets,  Ramsey's  Universal  History,  &c,  dec. ;  and 
also  to  the  circumstance  that  there  are  five  type 
foundries  in  the  United  States,  capable  of  pro- 
ducing types  to  almost  any  extent. 

It  has  attained  its  present  height  without  the  aid 
of  hi^h  duties  ^the  highest,  except  during  the  war, 
ever  imposed,  oein^  15  per  cent.,)  and  would  not 
now  require  protection  against  importations  regu- 
larly made ;  but  the  present  state  otafiairs  in  Great 
Britain  having  lessened  the  demand  for  books  ther& 
many  persons  in  that  country  have  been  induced 
to  turn  their  attention  to  the  United  States,  to  ob- 
tain a  vent  for  their  publications. 

In  consequence,  there  are  great  quantities,  and 
of  very  inferior  quality,  sent  out  for  the  purpose  of 
being  disposed  of  in  this  country  by  suoscription, 
deliverable  in  numbers,  by  which  method  the  pur- 
chasers are  deluded  into  a  belief  that  they  are  ob- 
taining them  at  lower  prices  than  thev  could  be 
procured  of  domestic  manufacture;  whereas  the 
contrary  is  the  fact  These  books  are  disposed  of 
by  hawkers,  (all  of  whom  are  foreigners,  and  pay 
nothing  whatever  for  the  support  of  the  Grenenu 
or  State  Grovernments,)  who  are  traversing  the 
whole  countrv,  and  obtamins  subscribers  to  a  great 
extent;  thereby  destroying  me  business  of  the  reg- 
ular trader,  whether  manufacturer  or  importer. 
They  are  trequently  shipped  to  this  country  in 
such  a  fraudulent  manner  as  to  be  passed  at  the 
custom-houses  for  little  more  than  waste  paper ; 
one  part  or  volume  of  a  work  being  shipped  to  one 
port,  and  the  remainder  to  another,  thereby  defraud- 
ing the  revenue  of  almost  the  whole  duty;  the 
books  being  appraised  as  imperfect,  and  therefore 
of  little  value. 

Your  memorialists  believe  that  it  can  only  be 
necessary  to  state  the  fact,  that,  from  the  best  in- 
formation they  can  obtain,  there  have  been  recently 
imported  not  less  than  seven  or  eight  hundred 
thousand  numbers  of  a  Family  Bible,  (while  at 
the  same  time  there  were,  as  before  stated,  not  less 
than  five  Family  Bibles,  one  of  movable  types, 
and  four  of  stereotype  plates,  existing  in  this  coun- 
try, with  a  capital  sufficient  to  supply  almost  ten 
times  the  present  demand  for  that  nook,)  to  con- 
vince you  of  the  necessity  of  adopting  a  system 
that  will  give  protection  to  thb  branch  of  manu- 
factures, without  which  there  will  be  a  most  dele- 
terious efiect  produced  upon  it,  which  will  very  se- 
riously affect  the  type  founders,  paper  inakersy  print- 
ers, manufacturers  of  leather,  bookbinders,  gold- 
beaters, en^avers,  dbc. ;  in  all  of  which  branches 
the  supply  la,  we  believe,  fully  equal  to  the  demand. 

Your  memorialists  believe  that  when  your  hon- 
orable body  take  into  consideration  the  powerful 
effect  produced  in  enlightening  the  great  body  of 
the  community  by  the  quantity  and  cheapness  of 
books,  manufactured  in  this  country,  compared 
with  what  would  have  been  the  effect  had  we  been 
dependent  upon  Europe  for  our  supplies,  burdened 
with  the  expenses  ot  freight,  dx.^  and  also  that 
every  article  made  use  of  in  this  busmess  is  entirely 
of  domestic  manufacture,  and  the  great  number  of 
persons  whose  support  depends  wholly  upon  it, 
you  cannot  fail  to  see  the  propriety  of  securmg  the 
nome  market  to  those  citizens  who  have  embu-ked 
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their  capital  in  it,  and  who  hare  displayed  as  much 
enterprise  as  .any  other  part  of  the  commanity, 
without  exertion. 

Your  memorialists,  aware  that  you  would  feel 
indisposed  to  make  any  alteration  that  would  be 
likely  to  he  injurloas  to  the  eause  of  literature,  aDd 
belierinj^that  their  interests  and  those  of  literature 
are  per&tly  reconcilable,  beg^  leave  to  propose  a 
plan  by  which  they  believe  both  will  be  served. 
It  is,  that  the  present  dut^  of  fiAeen  per  cent, 
on  books  be  repealed ;  that,  in  lieu  thereof,  there 
be  levied  on  them  a  specific  duty  of  thirty-three 
and  one-third  cents  per  pound  weight ;  and  that, 
in  order  to  give  greater  encouragement  to  the  bu- 
siness of  bookbinding,  as  well  as  to  place  the  per- 
son who  imports  books  in  sheets,  with  a  view  of 
having  them  bound  in  this  country,  on  an  equal 
footing  with  those  who  import  them  bound^  there 
be  a  duty  of  fifty  per  cent,  upon  the  binding  of 
whatever  books  are  imported  in  that  state. 

This  alteration  will  have  the  effect  of  exclud- 
ing, almost  entirely,  the  cotnmon  articles,  of  which 
the  means  of  production  in  this  country  are  al- 
most unlimited,  and  in  the  manufacture  of  which 
the  competition  is  so  great  as  to  insure  an  ample 
supply  at  fair  prices;  and  will,  at  the  same  time, 
admit  at  a  fair  rate  of  duty  those  books  in  the 
higher  departments  of  literature  and  science,  for 
which  there  is  not  yet  a  sufficient  demand  to  war- 
rant printing  theib.  It  will  also  have  the  effect, 
Whicn  is  greatly  to  be  desired,  of  preventing  those 
ihmds  upon  the  revenue  which  have  been  practis- 
ed to  a  Yerj  considerable  extent,  and  will  make 
all  importers  pay  the  same  duty  upon  the  same 
articles. 

MATHE W  CAREY,  and  othm, 

pHitADBLPfiiA,  January  10,  1820. 


REMONbTRANCE  AGAINST  AN  INCREASE 

OF  DUTIES,  Ac. 

[Oommonicated  to  the  HotiM,  January  31,  18S0.] 

TV  thi  koHoMbU  the  SmaU  mtd  the  Home  of  Bmt' 
^emtaiiifu  of  the  UniM  8iaU§  ofAmerkm  in  Com- 
gnst  auembkd  .• 

The  ondersigned  memorialists,  metchants  aftd 
inhabitants  of  Salem,  in  the  Commonwealth  of 
MasMchusetts,  and  or  the  towns  in  it^  vicinity, 
beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  represent:  That 
they  have  seen,  with  unfeigned  regret  and  snir- 
prise,  some  propositions  recently  bronght  forward 
m  Congress,  and  othen  advocated  by  respectable 
poitions  of  the  comnonnity,  which,  in  their  humble 
opinions,  are  calculated  seriously  to  injure,  if  not 
eventually  to  destiny,  sohne  of  the  most  important 
branches  of  the  commerce  and  naviflntion  of  the 
United  Slates.  The  memorialists  have  not  the 
slightest  intention  of  casting  any  imputation  of  un- 
worthy motives  upon  those,TrDm  whom  on  this  oc- 
casion tikev  feelthemselvescomp^ed  to  differ  in  the 
most  decided  manner.  They  areready  to  admit  that 
many  of  those  who  were  inclined  to  revive  comiber- 
ciai  prohibitions  and  restrictions,  and  to  change 
some  of  the  fundamental  rules  of  our  financial 


policy^  are  governed  by  aotivea  ^cAAj  suggested 
ny  their  own  views  of  tne  nationai  inlemt  They 
are  free  also  to  admit  that  the  mannftccanngr  in- 
terests of  the  coantry  deserve  to  receive  the  fosier- 
inff  care  and  patronage  of  the  Govenment  Bat 
while  they  make  these  admissionk  they  also  bc^ 
leave  to  suggest  that  the  interests  of  commerce  are 
not  less  viul  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the 
Union  than  manufhcturea ;  and  that  it  never  can  be 
a  sound  or  safe  policy  to  boild  ap  the  one  npon  the 
ruins  of  the  other.  Under  a  wise  and  enlightened 
revenue  system,  the  commerce  of  our  cminlry  has 
hitherto  advanced  with  a  n^wdityand  force  which 
have  exceeded  the  most  aanffuine  expectations  of  its 
friends.  This  commerce  has  eoatnboted  largdy 
to  the  employment  of  the  capital,  the  indnatry,  and 
the  eneernrise  of  our  eitiaens.  it  fans  qnicsened 
the  maKii  of  agrioulture,  and,  by  incfeastog  the 
value  as  well  as  amdant  of  its  prodncts,  has  given 
to  the  planter  and  husbandman  a  rewvd  in  solid 
profit  tor  their  toils.  It  has  also  materially  sos- 
tained  the  credit  and  finances  of  the  natioa,  oy  in- 
suring a  regular  and  growing  leVeatie  thiongh  a 
taxation  scarcely  felt,  and  ckeieriiiUy  home  by  ail 
clhsses  of  our  citizetts.  It  has  also  given  birth  to 
our  naval  po#er,  bj  fostering  a  hardy  race  of  sea- 
men, and  patronizmg  those  arts  which  are  enen- 
tial  to  the  building,  preservation,  aad  equipment 
of  ships.  It  faas«f(reatly  enbmdy  and  dw  memo- 
littlisto  had  almost  said  created,  the  nmcf^ed  cap- 
ital of  the  country.  And  the  memorialitis  believe, 
that  it  cannot  he  too  frequently  or  deeply  tncaksated 
as  an  axiom  in  political  economy,  tint  productive 
capital,  in  whatever  manner  added  to  the  stock  of 
the  country,  is  eoually  benefieial  to  its  best  inter- 
ests. Its  real  value  can  never  be  ascertained  by 
the  sources  from  whence  it  flows,  but  from  the 
blessings  which  it  dispenses.  A  million  of  doUan 
added  to  the  productive  capital  by  commerce  is  at 
least  as  useful  as  the  same  sum  added  by  hhuiu- 
factures. 

The  benefits  of  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  which  have  been  enumerated,  are  not  de- 
duced from  theoretical  reasoning;  wj  are  es- 
tablished by  thirty  years*  expenence^  since  the 
Constitution  was  adopted.  At  ^i  time  our  cap- 
ital was  small,  and  had  sufl^sed  Ibr  a  series  of  years 
a  continual  diminution.  Chtr  agiiealttoe  was  de- 
pressed, and  our  finances  were  emlbarrasaed.  The 
changes,  which  a  thrifty  commerce  dnrin^  this  pe- 
riod has  contributed  to  produce,  are  so  8tHkin|, 
that  they  scarcely  require  to  be  stated.  There  is 
not  a  single  portion  of  the  coiintry  tiiat  has  not 
felt  its  b^eficial  influence.  On  i&t  seaboard  we 
have  everywhere  flourishing  towns  and  eities.  the 
biuy  haunts  of  industry,  where  die  prodncia  ot  onr 
soil  are  accumiriated  on  their  transit  to  foreign 
countries.  In  the  interior,  hundreds  of  towns  have 
arisen,  which  but  a  few  years  since  were  desolate 
wastes  or  dreary  forests.  The  agriculture  of  the 
old  States  has  flrown  up  and  spread  itself  into  a 
thousand  new  directions ;  and  our  cotton  and  onr 
wheat,  our  tobacco  and  our  provisions,  are  admin- 
istering tb  the  wants  of  muiions,  to  whom  even 
our  very  name  was  but  a  short  time  ago  utterly 
unknown. 
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The  memorialiBts  would  respectfidlyatkyif  it  be 
not  a  part  of  the  daty  of  a  wise  nation  to  profit  by 
the  lessons  of  experience  ?  Is  it  just,  is  it  salutary, 
is  it  politic,  to  abandon  a  coarse  whieh  has  so  em- 
inently conduced  to  our  welfare,  ibr  the  purpose 
of  trymg  experiments,  the  effect  of  which  cannot 
be  fully  aaeertained,  which  aie  founded  upon  mere 
theoretical  doctrines,  at  best  complex  and  question- 
able, and  it  may  be,  in  practice,  ruinous  as  well  to 
morals  as  to  property  ?  Sappose  it  were  practi- 
cable to  arrest  the  present  course  of  commerce,  to 
narrow  its  limits,  and  eren  reduce  it  to  the  mere 
coasting  trade  of  the  nation ;  is  it  dear  that  the 
capital,  thus  withdrawn  from  commercial  pur- 
suits, could  be  as  usefully  or  as  profitably  employed 
in  any  other  branch  of  busineas  ?  It  is  perfectlv 
certain  that  such  a  change  must  be  attended  witn 
severe  losses  to  the  merchants,  and  with  ruin  to 
numerous  classes  of  our  citizens,  to  our  seamen 
and  shipwrights,  and  other  artisans,  whose  business 
depends  on,  or  is  connected  with,  commerce.  Oases 
may  possibly  arise  in  which  the  interesis  of  a  re- 
spectable portion  of  the  community  may  be  justly 
sacrificed ;  but  they  are  cases  of  extreme  public  ne- 
cessity, not  cases  where  the  rivalry  and  the  interest 
of  one  class  of  men  seek  to  sastain  themselYes  by 
destruction  to  another,  in  a  free  country  too  it  may 
well  be  asked  if  it  be  a  legitimate  end  of  go  vcsnment 
to  control  the  ordinaiy  occupationa  of  men^aad  com- 
pel them  to  confine  tbemselyes  to  juirsuits  in  which 
their  habits,  their  feelinffs,  or  their  enterprise,  for- 
bid them  to  engage.  While  the  maaufeioturers 
are  left  free  to  engage  in  their  own  peculiar  pur- 
suits, enjoying  in  common  with  others  a  reasonar 
ble  protection  from  the  Qoremment,  the  memorial- 
ists trust  it  is  no  undue  claim  on  their  own  part  to 
plead  for  the  freedom  of  commerce  also,  as  the 
natural  ally  of  agriculture  and  naval  greatness. 
Nothing^  however,  can  be  more  obvious  than  that 
many  of  the  manufacturers  and  their  friends  are 
attempting,  by  fallacious  statements,  founded  on 
an  interested  policy,  or  a  misguided  zeal,  or  very 
akort-sighled  views,  to  uproot  some  of  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  our  revenue  policy,  and  to 
compel  our  merchants  to  abandon  some  of  Ike 
most  lucrative  branches  of  eommerc&*«-bBanches 
which  alone  enable  us  to  contend  with  success 
aj^ainst  the  monopoly  and  the  competition  of  for- 
eign nations. 

It  is  not  a  little  femarkable,  too,  that  these  at- 
tempts, to  which  the  memorialists  allude,  are  not 
only  repoffnant  to  those  maxims  of  free  trade 
which  the  United  States  have  hitherto  so  Ibrcihty 
and  perseveringly  contended  for  as  the  sure  foun- 
dktion  of  national  prosperity,  but  they  are  pressed 
upon  us  at  a  moment  when  the  statesmen  of  the 
€Md  World,  in  admiration  of  the  eueecss  of  our 
policy^  are  relaxing  the  rigor  of  their  own  systems, 
and  yielding  themselves  to  the  rational  doctrine, 
that  nationu  wealth  is  best  promoted  by  a  free  in- 
terehan^  of  commodities,  upon  principles  of  per- 
fect reciprocity.  May  the  memorialists  be  permit- 
ted to  say,  that  it  woidd  be  a  strange  anomaly  in 
America  to  adopt  a  system  which  soondphilosophy 
is  exploiting  in  Europe;  to  attempt  a  monopoly  of 
the  home  market,  and  yet  claim  an  entire  freecmn 
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of  commerce  abroad;  to  stimulate  our  own  maib 
ufactures  to  an  unnatural  growth,  by  the  exclusion 
of  foreign  manufactures,  and  yet  to  expect  that  no 
retaliatory  measures  would  be  pursued  by  other 
nations  1  If  we  are  uawIUing  to  receive  for^gn 
manufactures,  we  cannot  reasonably  suppose  that 
foreign  nations  will  receive  our  raw  materials; 
we  may  force  other  nations  to  seek  an  inferior 
market  for  their  productions,  but  we  cannot  fbree 
them  to  become  buyers  when  they  are  not  seUecSi 
or  to  consume  our  cottons  when  they  cannot  pay 
the  price  in  their  own  fabrics.  We  may  compd 
th&ax  to  use  the  cotton  of  the  West  Indies,  or  of 
the  Brazils,  or  of  the  East  Indies,  or  the  wheat  ef 
the  Mediterranean — an  experiment  in  itself  suffi- 
ciently dangerous  to  some  of^our  most  vital  intereste; 
but  we  cannot  expect  them  to  carry  on  with  usa 
ruinous  trade,  when  the  profit  is  all  on  one  side. 
Nations,  like  individuals,  will  pursue  their  own 
interests,  and  sooner  or  later  abandon  a  trade, 
however  fixed  may  be  it»4iabit8,  where' there  is  no 
reciprocity  of  benefit 

There  is  another  confederation  which  the  me- 
morialists would  respectfully  suggest,  that  is  en- 
titled, in  their  opinion,  to  great  weight  on  ^laes- 
tions  of  this  nature;  and  that  is,  the  dangers  and 
inconveniences  which  fluctuations  in  the  commer- 
cial policy  of  a  nation  unavoidably  produce.  The 
trade  of  a  nation  is  of  gradual  growth,  and  forma 
its  channels  by  slow  and  almost  imperceptible  de- 
grees. Time  and  confidence,  and  protection  and 
experience,  are  necessary  to  give  it  a  settled  course. 
It  msinuates  itself  into  the  general  commerce  of 
the  world  with  difficulty,  and,  when  incorporaled 
into  the  mass,  its  ramifications  are  so  numerous  and 
intricate,  that  they  cannot  be  suddenly  withdrawn^ 
without  immense  losses  and  injuries.  Even  the 
temporary  stoppage  of  but  a  single  branch  of  trade 
throws  thousands  out  of  employment,  and,  •  by 
pressing  the  mass  of  capiUil  and  shipping  whion 
It  held  engaged  in  its  service  into  other  branohee, 
it  is  sure  to  produce  embarrassment  and  depres- 
sion, and  not  unfrequently  ruui  to  the  shiphclden 
and  the  merchants.  Besides  all  this,  men  are  slow 
toengage  their  capital  in  new  pursuits.  They  have  a 
natural  timidity  in  embarkingin  enterprises  towhioh 
they  are  not  accustomed;  and  if  the  commercial 
poLcy  of  the  nation  is  fluctuating,  they  feel  so  much 
insecurity  in  it  that  they  areunwjuingtoyield  them- 
selves up  even  to  prospects  appwently  invitiiig. 
No  nation  ever  prospered  in  commerce  imxiX  iIb 
own  policy  became  settled,  and  the  channele  of  its 
tnde  were  worn  deep  and  clear.  It  is  tothia 
state  of  things  that  the  capitalist  looks  with  eoft- 
fictence;  because  he  may  conclude  that,  if  hh 
profits  are  but  small,  they  are  subject  to  a  reaaQ»- 
able  certainty  of  calculation.  Another  state  of 
things  may  suit  the  young  and  enterprising  spec- 
ulators; but  it  can  never  be  safe  for  a  nation -to 
found  its  revenue  upon  a  trade  that  is  not  uniform 
in  its  operations.  The  memorialists  most  sincearely 
believe  that  it  is  a  sound  nditical  maxim,  that  the 
more  free  trade  is,  and  the  more  widely  it  cireu- 
lates,  the  more  sore  will  be  its  prosperity  and  thnt 
I  of  the  nation.  Every  restriction,  which  is  nat 
ijndnpensahle  for  purposes  of  raveiMK,  is«  shoal 
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which  will  impede  its  progress,  and  not  unfre- 
qnentl^ir  jeopard  its  security. 

Having  made  these  preliminary  observations, 
which  they  cannot  deem  unworthy  of  the  serious 
attention  of  the  National  Legislature,  the  memo- 
rialists now  beg  leave  more  particularly  to  call 
the  attention  of  Congress  to  toe  measures  which 
have  been  recently  proposed,  and  apparently  ap- 
proved, for  the  purpose  of  prohibiting  the  intro- 
duction of  foreign  woollen  and  cotton  goods,  and, 
as  auxiliary  thereto,  the  abolition  of  drawbacks 
and  credits  upon  the  duties  due  upon  goods  im- 
ported into  the  United  States ;  measures  which, 
if  adopted,  will,  in  the  opinion  of  the  memori- 
alists, hring  a  premature  decay  and  a  general  dis- 
tress upon  the  whole  commercial  and  agricultural 
interests  of  the  nation. 

It  has  been  suggested,  both  in  and  out  of  Con- 

Swhen  measures  have  been  heretofore  pro- 
having  a  direct  bearing  upon  commercial 
ats,  that  the  silence  of  merchants  ought 
J'ustly  to  be  considered  as  an  acquiescence  in  the 
uatice  and  policy  of  such  measures.  Truth  com- 
pels the  memorialists  to  say  that  the  reverse  has 
generally  been  the  case.  The  merchants  of  our 
eoantry  have  had  a  deep,  and  it  is  hoped  not  an 
ill-founded,  confidence,  in  the  firmness,  the  wis- 
dom, and  enlightened  policy  of  Congress.  They 
have  not  been  preparea  to  suppose  that  old,  and 
well-tried,  and  successful  systems  would  be  aban- 
doned, merely  because  the^  were  assailed  by  those 
whose  interest  or  whose  mistaken  zeal  led  them  to 
idan  their  overthrow.  They  have  believed  (nor 
IS  it  an  idle  or  vain  credulity)  that  our  statesmen, 
sdeoted  from  the  whole  community,  would  watch 
with  anxiety  and  diligence  over  the  interests  of 
tU ;  and  that  they  would  distinguish  the  natural 
hiasses  of  those  whose  judgments  were  blinded  by 
a  partial  view  of  their  own  interests,  from  the 
just  influences  of  superior  political  foresight,  aided 
by  the  most  comprehensive  knowledge.  On  many 
occasions,  therefore,  in  which  their  interests  have 
been  assailed,  (and,  as  the  memorialists  think, 
ioiurionsly  assailed,)  the  merchants  have  been 
silent,  not  from  indmerence,  but  from  confidence ; 
not  from  a  sense  of  propriety  and  justice,  but 
ftom  a  jHTOud  belief  that  their  interests  were  safe. 
vHien  they  were  understood,  and  that  the  National 
Legislature  could  not  be  presumed  to  want  knowl- 
ad^  or  inclination  to  protect  them.  On  the  pres- 
ent occasion,  however,  so  wide  have  been  the 
exertions  of  the  manufacturers,  so  plausible  some 
of  their  statements,  and  so  popular,  though  delu- 
sive, some  of  their  doctrines,  that  the  memorialists 
IM  themselves  called  upon  to  resist  them  in  the 
most  serious  manner,  as  injurious  to  the  country, 
and  to  throw  themselves  upon  the  intelligence  and 
flrmneBs  of  the  representatives  of  the  nation  to 
rindieate  their  rights. 

The  subject<(  of  drawbacks  and  of  credit  upon 
duttes  are  intimately  connected  in  their  general 
aspects,  but,  at  the  same  time,  admit  of  some  dis- 
tinct views,  which  may  well  entitle  them  to  separate 
consideration.  Both  of  them  originated  at  the 
earliest  period  of  our  Gk>vemment,  and  were  in- 
iHMrpoiated  into  our  first  revenue  laws.    Both  of 


them  had  the  unequivocal  approbation  iji  our  most 
enlightened  statesmen  of  timt  day,  and  both  of 
them  have  the  sanction  of  nearly  thirty  yean 
of  experience  in  their  favor.    At  do  period  of  oor 
political  history,  until  the  .present,  has  any  doubt 
been  publicly  bmthed,  at  least  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  memorialists,  of  their  practical  advantages ; 
and  during  this  whole  period  our  commerce  has 
been  progressively  increasing.    Almost  all  com- 
mercial nations,  too.  have  a  system  analqgoos  to 
OUTS  ingrafted  into  tneir  revenue  regulations.    In 
all,  it  is  believed,  a  discrimination  b  made  between 
goods  imported  tor  home  consumption,  and  those 
designed  for  exportation ;  and  the  duties  on  the 
latter  are  very  triflinff,  especially  when  compared 
with  the  duties  usuaOy  paid  on  the  former,    la 
respect  to  credit  for  duties,  the  known  equivalent 
is  the  deposite  of  the  goods  in  entrepot,  and  the 
duties  are  only  paid  after  a  limited  penod,  or  upon 
an  eventual  sale  in  the  domestic  market  In  Great 
Britain,  to  whose  system  of  revenue  ours  bean 
the  strongest  resemblance,  imported   goods  are 
warehoused  under  the  joint  direction  and  keys  of 
the  CJovemment  and  the  owner,  and  the  duties 
are  in  general  paid  when  they  are  disposed  of  in 
the  market.    Thu  system  of^  deposite  is  exceed- 
ingly expensive,  and  onerous,  and  complicated, 
and  requires  large  stores  in  every  conuneicial  city, 
and  numerous  ofiicers,  and  is  attended  with  inju- 
rious delay,    its  object  is  to  fijve  the  beaeSt  o£ 
credit  to  the  merchant ;  and  it  has  that  efiect,  but 
it  is  at  a  heavy  expense  to  the  Gk)veninKnt.    In 
this  country  the  same  object  is  obtained,  ai  a 
very  small  expense,  in  a  much  more  simple  way; 
and,  where  the  officers  of  the  customs  act  with 
prudence  and  vigilance,  the  risk  of  loss  to  the 
Government,  from  the  non-payment  of  the  bonds, 
given  with  sureties,  for  the  duties,  is  saoall — ^very 
small,  indeed — compared  with  the  expense  of  the 
other  system.    In  the  district  of  Salem  and  Bev- 
erly, the  whole  amount  remaining  unpaid  on  bonds 
for  goods  imported,  from  the  origin  of  the  Qor- 
emment  to  tne  present  time,  deducting  the  de- 
bentures due  and  unpaid  on  the  same  coods,  is 
but  01,562  46 ;  yet  that  district  alone  has  mmished 
many  millions  to  the  revenue  of  the  United  States. 
The  fact,  however,  that  in  all  fofeign  comicMt- 
cial  nations,  a  credit  is  allowed  for  duties  upon 
goods  imported,  and  a  drawback  is  allowed  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  upon  exportation,  seems  to 
justify,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  opinion  that  the 
system  is  useful  to  the  pablie,  imd  salotary  to 
commerce.    And  the  experience  of  this  country  is 
entirely  in  its  favor.    It  may,  then,  with  some 
confidence,  be  asked,  why  should  it  be  changed 7 
Why  should  we  leave  fact  for  eoBJectare,  and 
hazard  new  experiments  in  cases  where  the  great 
objects  of  the  Government  have  been  already  at- 
tained 1    Why  should  we  involve  the  iamiense 
manufacturing,  agricultural,  and  other  intere^ 
connected  directly  with  commerce,  in  distress  or 
ruin,  for  the  purpose  of  speculating  in  new^  schemes, 
ill  adapted  to  the  state  of  our  country,  and  whose 
success  is  yet  to  be  ascertained  ?    It  appears  to  the 
memorialists  that  it  is  incaaibent  on  dioae  who 
would  lead  the  nation  into  such  schemes,  to  de- 
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moostnte  their  wisdom  and  poliev  before  they 
are  adopted ;  and  not,  by  arithmetical  oalcuiations, 
bottomed  on  visionary  notions,  to  call  opon  the 
nation  to  reject  the  lights  already  furnished  by  its 
own  experience. 

But  it  may,  perhaps,  be  inquired,  what  are  the 
benefits  derived  to  commerce  from  a  credit  upon 
duties?  The  memorialists  are  perfectly  willing 
to  state  some  of  the  leading  benefits,  public  as 
well  as  private;  for  in  this,  as  in  almost  all  the 
like  cases,  public  and  private  interests  go  hand  in 
band. 

It  will  not  be  denied  that  the  United  States, 
even  at  the  present  time,  does  not,  when  com- 
pared with  the  great  nations  in  Europe,  abound  in 
moneyed  capitu.    This  is  in  almost  every  nation 
a  subject  of  slow  accumulation,  even  under  cir- 
cumstances peculiarly  favorable  to  its  growth ;  but 
in  a  young  nation  the  obstacles  are  generally 
ffreat,  from  the  character  and  variou^ursuits  of 
the  inhabitants,  the  extent  of  their  wants,  and  the 
rivalry  and  superior  advantages  for  its  employ- 
ment presented  by  fiourishing  nations.    At  the 
•  time  when  the  United  States  adopted  its  system  of 
credits  and  drawbacks  on  duties,  its  moneyed  cap- 
ital was  very  small ;  and  the  great  policy  of  the 
Government  was  to  five  every  facility  for  its  full 
emplovment.    It  is  obvious  that  the  more  capital 
is  employed  in  commerce,  the  more  extensive  will 
be  its  reach,  and  the  more  revenue  will  be  ac- 
quired by  the  Grovemment.    Whatever  of  capital, 
naturally  flowing  in  this  channel^  is  withdrawn 
from  it  and  remains  unemployed,  is  so  much  lost 
to  the  commerce  of  the  country.    The  duties  upon 
the  importation  of  goods  are,  on  an  average,  at 
least  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  value  of  those 
^foods,  or  of  the  capital  employed.    It  follows  that, 
if  this  is  immediateljr  withdrawn  from  the  funds 
of  the  merchant,  it  is  so  much  loss  of  his  com- 
mercial capital.    A  little  detail  will  render  this 
apparent.    Whenever  a  voyage  is  undertaken, 
the  merchant  invests  as  much  capital  as  he  thinks 
necessary  for  the  purchase  of  the  goods  to  be  im- 
portedy  and  also  as  much  more  as  will  be  neces- 
sary to  meet  all  the  dbbursements  and  expenses  of 
the  voyage.    All  this  is  paid  in  advance.    When 
the  goods  are  imported,  they  are  not  immediatdy 
aold.    The  market  may  be  depressed,  or  the  goods 
be  of  slow  consumption,  or  not  be  adapted  to  the 
wants  of  this  country,  or  be  ultimately  destined 
for  a  foreign  market.    In  these  cases,  (and  these 
are  oommoa  cases,)  it  is  obvious  that  no  immedi* 
ate  sale  can  be  made  without  great  sacrifices^ 
sacrifices  which  are  wholly  inconsistent  with  anv 
profitable  commerce.  £  ven  when  sales  are  ^eeted, 
they  are  rarely  made  for  cash.    A  credit  is  almost 
universally  allowed  to  the  purchaser,  varyioff  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  tne  conmiodity  and  the 
demand  in  the  market,  from  four  to  eight,  and 
even  twelve  months.    Under  such  circumstances, 
if  a  cash  payment  is  required  for  the  duties,  it  is 
obvious  that  the  merchant  must  either,  in  antici- 

eation  of  this  demand,  gradually  withdraw  from 
is  other  business  a  portion  of  his  capital  equal  to 
the  duties;  or  he  must  divert  an  equal  portion 
ready  to  be  employed  in  another  voyage ;  or  he 


must  procure  money  upon  credit  from  other  soureeti 
loaded  with  the  payment  of  interest ;  or  he  muet 
consent  to  make  enormous  sacrifices,  by  an  imme- 
diate forced  sale.  If  he  be  a  prudent,  cautious 
merchant,  this  very  circumstance  will  operate  to 
prevent  him  from  employing  his  whole  capital  ia 
commerce,  lest  he  should  be  compelled  to  make 
ruinous  sacrifices,  or,  by  a  mere  temporary  depres- 
sion of  the  market,  be  exposed  to  the  most  pain- 
ful embarrassments.  It  is  with  the  express  view 
of  prcventing  this  palsy  upon  commercial  opera- 
tions,  that  a  credit  upon  duties  has  been  allowed 
by  the  wise  and  great  men  who  have  hitherto 
governed  our  country ;  and  this  credit  is  carefuUf 
adjusted  to  the  different  portions  of  our  trade,  so 
as  to  form  a  credit  equal^  in  a  general  view,  to  the 
time  consumed  an 4  credit  allowed  before  the  mef- 
chant  receives  his  money  upon  the  sales  of  the 
goods  upon  which  the  specific  duties  have  accrued. 
In  confirmation  of  this  general  statement,  the 
memorialists  would  respectfully  call  the  attention 
of  Congress  to  the  Bast  India  trade— a  trade  in 
which  Salem  has  been  long,  and  deeply,  and  sac- 
eessfully  engaged ;  a  trade,  too,  which,  howeveri 
decried  by  the  misguided  zeal  of  some,  and  the 
interested  suggestions  of  others,  has  largely  conr 
triboted  to  the  revenue  of  the  United  States,  aad 
yields  not  in  importance  to  any  other  branch  of 
commerce.  Voyages  to  the  East  Indies  arc  undef- 
taken  at  very  heavy  expense,  and  with  proportion- 
ably  large  capitals.  The  soods  that  are  brought 
home  consist  of  articles  either  of  such  high  prieas^ 
such  slow  consumption,  or  of  such  bulk  and  quan- 
tity, as  require  a  considerable  length  of  time  be- 
fore they  can  be  sold  at  a  reasonable  profit,  aad 
the  money  actually  realized  upon  the  sale.  The 
home  market,  too,  for  many  of  these  goods,  is  so 
limited,  that,  ultimately,  a  re-exportation  to  So- 
rope  becomes  indispensable ;  and,  after  a  second 
voyage,  thus  undertaken,  the  proceeds  find  their 
way,  by  a  circuitous  remittance,  to  England ;  and 
then  again,  before  the  merchant  can  realize  his 
funds,  he  must  have  notice  of  the  remittance,  aad 
be  able  to  sell  his  exchange  at  a  reasonable  rate  in 
the  market.  It  is  not  uncommon  for  caigoes  de- 
signed for  home  consumption  to  remain  on  haad 
for  six  months,  and  sometimes  a  twelvemonth; 
and  when  sales  are  effected,  the  usual  credit  ia 
from  four  to  eight  and  twelve  months.  80  that^ 
even  with  the  credit  for  duties  allowed  in  this 
trade,  it  usually  happens  that  the  first  and  second 
instalments  become  due  before  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  have  been  realized,  and,  not  onfreqaeally^ 
before  the  cargoes  have  been  finally  disposed  U. 
Yet  the  duties  on  these  voyages  are  exceedingly 
heavy,  amounting,  in  some  cases,  to  $100,000;  a 
sum  which  even  our  wealthiest  merchants  coald 
not  readily  advance,  and  which  would  matmittj 
check  even  their  commercial  enedttioas.  It  u 
not  too  much  to  deelarc  that,  in  aU  probability,  an 
abolition  of  the  credit  of  duties  would  immedi- 
atdy  occasion  a  diminution  of  the  East  India 
trade  one-quarter  part,  and,  of  course,  occasion  a 
proportionate  dimmution  of  our  revenue^  and  of 
employment  to  those  whose  bread  is  as  hamtty 
earned,  and  whose  lives  are  as  dear^  aad  wkoea 
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welfare  is  as  iaiportant  to  the  country,  as  tkose  of 
t4e  manufacturers,  who  seek  to  found  tkeir  own 
fortunes  unon  the  ruins  of  this  cominerce. 

Some  of  the  ill  effects  which  would  result  from 
the  abolition  of  this  credit  will  be  obvious  to  the 
jBOst  careless  observer.  There  is  no  pretence  to 
tay  that  there  is  a  superabundance  of  moneyed 
capital  in  our  country.  The  universal  opinion 
proclaims,  in  a  manner  too  audible  and  too  distinct 
lo  be  oufiunderstood,  that  much  of  the  public  dis- 
tress arises  from  a  deficiency  of  capital.  The  first 
affiwt,  therefore^  of  the  abolition  of  this  credit, 
.would  be  a  diminution  of  active  capital  engaged 
in  trade,  and  yielding  a  profit.  It  would  be  hoard- 
ed up  to  meet  the  anticipated  demands  of  the  Gov- 
eniBuent  for  accruing  duties.  The  revenue  would, 
as  bas  be^i  already  mtimated,  immediately  suffer. 
But  other  evils,  of  a  still  graver  cast,  would  ensue. 
Men  of  small  capitals  could  no  longer  engage  in 
tmde,  and  least  of  all  in  a  trade  where  the  voya- 
ges were  Long  and  the  returns  slow.  Capitalists, 
and  they  alone,  could  successfully  carry  on  the 
^rcat  branches  of  commerce ;  and  in  their  hands 
H  would  beconae  a  monopoly,  which  they  micht 
wield  and  numage  at  their  own  pleasure.  The 
^poungand  enterprising  merchants  would  be  crushed 
in  xlS^  attempts  At  competition,  and  would  be 
compelled  to  navigate  only  in  those  narrow  chan- 
nels where  trade  almost  stagnates,  or  yields  a 
acanty  subsistence.  Another  necessary  result  would 
be  the>  enhancement  of  the  prices  of  all  foreign 
articles  of  domestic  consumption.  The  merchant 
would  charge  an  interest  and  profit  upon  every 
advance  miute  to  the  Qovernment  in  the  shape  of 
iiUies;  and  thus  the  consumer,  upon  whom  all 
sttoh  chaises  ultimately  fall^  would  pay  these  ad- 
ditional charges,  together  with  the  enhanced  price, 
which  a  smaller  importation,  with  an  equal  de- 
mand, would  necessarily  produce.  These  are  evils 
of  no  ordinary  magnitude  \  and  it  is  confidently 
felieved  that  no  wise  Legislature  would  introduce 
them  upon  mere  speculations,  thus  taxing  the 
w:hole  for  the  conjectural  benefit  of  the  few. 

In  respect  to  drawbacks,  some  additional  con- 
ttderatioas  seem  necessary  to  be  stated,  inasmuch 
as  the  subject  has  been  greatly  misunderstood  by 
Mmeof  those  who  advocate  their  abolition.  The 
drawback  of  duties  is  allowed  unon  importations 
of  ffoods  into  the  country,  whicn  are  re-exported 
witoin  a  year  from,  the  time  of  their  entry.  The 
oliyeet  of  the  system  is  to  tnorease  the  navigation 
axkd. commerce  of  the  country,  by  securing  to  our 
eitisens  a  carrying  trade,  between  distant  and 
&rei^n  nations,  in  commodities  which  are  either 
UQamtaUe  to  our  market,  or  of  which  a  great  sur- 
plus is  imported.  In  every  such  ease,  the  Govera- 
nent  derives  a  direct  revenue  of  two  and  one-half 
fer  cent  on  the  duties  of  the  re-exported  goods ; 
ihis  amount  being  always  retained.  This  is  a 
positiye  benefit  to  the  €k)vemment.  It  is  obvious 
Ihat,  if  no  drawback  were  allowed  upon  such  re- 
flXportataon,  no  surplus  beyond  the  consumption 
would  ever  be  imported ;  for,  upon  such  re-expor- 
tatioD,  the  goods  would  be  loaded  with  the  whole 
doty,  and  the  merchant  could  not  afford  to  sell 
Ihsni^socheap  in  the  foreign  market,  by  the  full 


amount  of  that  duty,  which  would  moeh  exeeed 
the  whole  profit  reasonably  to  be  coqieeCed  upon 
the  goods.  Under  such'  circumstances,  the  ship- 
ping and  capital  of  foreign  merchants  would  be 
exclusively  engaged  in  the  carrying  Imde,  and  all 
the  benefits  oran  increased  eis^iloyiBent  for  our 
seamen,  our  shipwrights,  and  our  ships,  including 
freight  and  profits,  wotild  be  endreiy  lost.  This 
is  stated  upon  the  supposition  that  such  a  trade 
could  not  be  carried  on^  except  circoitousJf  ,  and 
after  an  aetoal  importation  into  the  United  States; 
and  this  is  regularly  true  in  respect  to  the  whole 
trade  with  the  British  East  Indies,  witk  which 
we  are  not  permitted  to  carry  on  any  trade  direct 
to  Europe,  but  are  compelled,  by  treaty,  first  to 
land  the  goods  in  the  United  Stales. 

In  respect  to  the  other  portions  of  the  canyin^ 
trade,  the  abolition  of  drawbacks  would  immedi- 
ately lead  to  a  direct  trade  between  fisreign  ports, 
whenever  foreign  nations  would  permit  our  mer- 
chants to  engage  in  it.  This  would  compel  than 
to  equip,  repair,  and  man  their  iJiips  in  Europe, 
and  thus  to  give  all  their  disbuiaeaicnts  in  mis 
great  trade  to  forei^ers.  No  goods  would  be  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  either  from  Europe 
or  India,  which  were  not  indispensable  for  oar  con- 
sumption ;  and  this  diminished  supply  of  thehMae 
market  would  increase  speculation,  and  tend  to 
produce,  in  a  very  great  degree,  alternating  fluctua- 
tions from  a  depressed  to  a  high  market  Com- 
mercial adventures  would  bethoeby  rendered  more 
hazardous  and  precarious,  since  the  ibieign  market 
would  be  ordinarily  cut  off  after  an  importation 
into  the  United  States;  and  if,  at  any  moment, 
the  foreign  market  should  happen  to  be  so  high  as 
to  justify  an  exportation,  an  artificial  scarcity,  far 
beyond  what  now  can  ever  arise,  would  immedi- 
ately ensue  in  the  United  States.  The  abolition 
of  drawbacks  would,  in  this  view,  operate  as  a  di- 
rect tax  upon  the  consumers  in  this  country.  It 
would  diminish  the  productive  revenue,  and  give 
a  foreiffn  character  to  our  seamen  and  oommeroe, 
instead  of  concentrating  both  as  their  home  in  the 
bosom  of  the  country.  Nor  should  it  he  foigotlen 
how  highly  important  the  carrying  timde  has  hith- 
erto been,  and  how  much  it  has  iacreased  our  mo- 
neyed capital.  Daring  the  yesrs  1802, 1803,  and 
1804,  the  drawbacks  allowed,  on  an  average  of 
these  years,  considerably  exceeded  a  quarter  part 
of  the  duties  secured  to  the  Qovernment ;  in  the 
succeeding  years,  1805,  1606,  and  I807j  they  con- 
stituted more  than  a  third  of  the  wiioke  dvties.  So 
that,  on  an  average  of  these  six  yean;  the  hMt 
three  of  which  were  the  most  prof^fwroos  years  of 
ourcommerce,  the  carry  ins.  trade  consritwted  nearly 
one-third  of  our  whofe  ioreign  ooamisree.  And 
althoneh  this  carrying  trade  be  now,  from  the 
general  state  of  the  world,  somewhat  diminished, 
yet  it  still  remains  one  of  the  most  luciative  btmn- 
ehes  of  our  commerce,  and  yields  a  steady  revenue 
to  the  Government.  Under  this  aspect  of  the  sub- 
ject, the  memorialists  would  re^tectfuUv  inquire 
whether  the  abolition  of  drawbacks  would  not  he 
disastrous  to  the  most  important  interests  of  out 
country,  and  dry  up  some  of  thehestaopices  of  our 
national  glory  as  well  as  national  wealth?   Let  it 
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be  considered,  ako^  that  the  policy  of  all  oommer^ 
cial  naliDfifllias  unifonnly  dictatea  the  same  coiine, 
and  that  drawbacks,  or  their  equivalent,  are  unir* 
formly  held  out  as  an  encouragement  to  importa- 
tionS)  and  thus  the  supply  is  always  kept  consider^ 
ably  aboTe  the  domestic  consumption,  and  entcN 
prise  and  industry  are  protected  and  rewarded. 
Will  America  be  the  first  to  abandon  a  policy  by 
which  she  has  so  greatly  profited?  At  theyery 
moment  when  her  commerce  is  gasping  for  life, 
from  the  aecomulated  competitions  of  foreien  nan 
tions«  zealous  for  their  own  interests,  will  she  aid 
the  blows  aimed  at  its  existence^  and  consign  it  to 
a  premature  destrnetion? 

The  next  subject  to  which  the  memorialists 
would  respectfttuy  ask  the  attention  of'  Congfess, 
is  a  measure  very  pertinaciously  and  zealously  ad** 
Tocated  by  manufacturers  and  their  friends^->-they 
mean  the  entire  prohibition^  either  directly,  or  by 
duties  equiyalent  to  a  prohibition,  of  theimportar^ 
tion  of  cotton  and  woollen  goods*  That  the  tariff 
of  duties  now  existing  is  singularly  fayomble  to 
manufactures,  the  memorialists  nad  supposed  would 
have  been  freely  admitted.  Whaterer  articles  are 
useful  for  domes^  manufactures  pay  but  a  trivial 
duty;  whatever  articles  can  be  wrought  here  are 
loaded  "mth  a  heavy  duty,  varying  from  fiAeen  to 
thirty  per  cent  ad  valorem.  The  duty  upon  Bast 
India 'cottons  is -indeed  enormous,  and  practically 
amounts  to  a  total  prohibition.  The  coarser  fal>* 
rics  of  cotton  in  the  British*  Bast  Indies  cost  about 
six  «ent»  a  square  yard,  and  were  formerly  ioqport- 
ed  ifr  large  qipantittes  into  the  United  Slates,  and 
supplied  the  poorer  classes  of  citizens  with  nece»*^ 
sary  though  buofiUe  clothdo^.  The  tariff  directs 
all  such  cottons  to  be  estimated  at  the'  cost -of 
twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard,  and  levies  upbn 
them^  therefore,  a  duty  of  one  hundjred  per  cent, 
or  a  sum  equal  to  their  ortgiaal  cost.  EHiring  the 
years  1802,  1803,  and  1804,  the  average  imports 
from  the  British  East  Indies  were  about  three  mil- 
lions and  a  half  of  dollars;  of  which  a  little  short 
of  three  millions  were  goods  paying  ad  valorem 
duties,  being  principally  white  cotton  goods.  In 
1807,  tbe-geoda  paying  ad  valorem  dQties,  imported 
from  the  samfe  places^  had  increased  to  upwards  of 
four  millions  ot  dollars.  In  the  same  year  fifteen 
ships  were  onployed  in  this  trade  from  the  town 
of  Salem  alone.  In  the  past  year  two  only  have 
been  so  employed,  and,  forthe  f6nr  years  last  past,  no 
cotton  jpiece  goods*  have  been  imported  into  this 
town  for  home  consumption  j  the'  doty  alone- 
amouttting  to  a  prohibition.  The  sacrffioe  of  this 
bmneh  of  our  trade  alone  has  very  seriously  a^ 
footed  the- whole  mercantile  community  engaged 
in  Bast-  India  commeree,  and  hasnowhtfe  been- 
more- sensibly /or  injuriously  felt  than  in  Sakm; 
It  has' operated j  tooj  as  an  excessive  ta&  upon  the 
poorer  classes  of  the  commonity^  who  have  been 
oompdled  to  buy  domestic  fabrics  to  supply  their 
wants,  at  higher  prices,  which  their  narrow  means 
could  ill  a&rd.  It  has  also  annually  stfuck  off 
fromi  the-  revenue  of  the  Cbvemment  the  whole 
daeyupo»seven*eigfaiihs  of  theimportatiottBof  Bint 
Iflfdnt'  cottons;  that  *  proportion  having  been  ai^ 
aorbed  i»y' the  doimatic  commmptiOfli.    The  loss'to 


our  diip  owners^  and  seamen,  and  comnercial  ar* 
tisan^  has  been  proportionanly  great  And  the 
memorialists  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  theit 
decided  convictions,  that  this  sacrifice  was  not 
called  for  by  the  public  interests,  but  was  a  libenA 
indidgence  granted  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the 
manimictorers,  and  pressed  upon  the  nation  bf 
their  importunate  solicitations.  However  paiiirai 
this  measure  was,  it  was  borne  in  silence,  undeK 
the  hope  that  experience  would  one  day  establish 
the  propriety  of  its  repeal,  and  that  the  zeal  of  the 
manufacturers:  would  be  satisfied  with  the  destroy 
tion  of  one  branch  of  commeree,  and  the  heavy 
duties  imposed  upon  all  others. 

These  ezpectntions,  however,  have  not  been 
realized:  and  the  memorialists  now  leani)  vrMt 
regjret,  tnat  one  sacrifice  is  to  be  demanded  afler 
another^  and  one  prohilntion  heaped  upon  anotherj 
by  the  friends  of  manufactures,  until  a&  the  sooveee 
of' foreign  commerce  are  dried  up,  and  domestic 
manufactures  sustained,  by  enormous  bountieB, 
absorb  the  whole  moneyed  capital  of  the  nation* 
The  memoriaMsts  would  most  respectfully,  bcrt 
most  solemnly,  protest  against  the  policy  and  the 
jastice  of  sucn  measuKs. 

And  what  are  the  claims,  the  memorialists  bep 
leave  respectlblly  to  ask,  of  any  class  of  our  crtah 
zens,  to  thiow  such  enormous  burdens  upon  the 
other  classes  of  the  comnmnity?  Is  the  agrieul-' 
tural  interest  nothing?  Is  the  commercial  intereel 
nothing?  Are  the  interest  of  the  public  and  i^ 
i^venuea  nothing?  The  cotton  and  woollen  trade 
is  already  loaded  with  twenty  and  twenty-five  per 
cent  duties;  and  if  there  bemadded  the  freight  and 
charges  upon  importation,  the  domestic  mannfae- 
tutes  have  now  an  encouragement  of  the  profit  of 
fjpom  tlurty  to  thirty-five  per  cent,  more  than  the  Bu^ 
ropean?  manuftctuvers  possess,  if  the  same  art 
can  be  manufaciufed  as  cheap  at  home  as  abr 
In  respect  to  the  Bast  India  cotton  tmde,  the  encou^ 
ragement  is  stiU  more  striking ;  the  duties  upon 
the^coaisest  ftbrics  in  that  trade  amounting,  as  nas 
been  aheady  seenj  to^  one  hundred'  per  cent  upon 
the  origfaud  cost  And  if  cotton  and.  wooileir 
goods  cannot  be  manufactured  here  and  sold  as 
cheapo  widi  all  these  differences  of  duty  in  their 
favor,  does  it  not  establish  the  conclusion  that  suchi 
maniiihctares  are  not  the  natural  grow^  of  our 
jwesent  situation)  and  are  not  ada|>ted  to  the  phy-« 
sieal,  and  moral,  and  happy  conditioD  of  the  peo- 
plei^  Why  should  the  farmer,  and  theplanter,  and 
thomeichant,  and  the  mechanics,  andtne  laboring 
classes  of  the  community,  be  taiM  for  the  neces-^ 
saries  of  lifb  a  sum  equal  to  more  than*  one^uaiter 
part  lof  their  whole  expoKlitures  on  these  objects, 
that  the  manuikctsrers  may  put  this  sum*  into 
their  own  pockets? 

The  memorialists  are  no  enemies  to  manuftic^ 
tores;  but  they  most  sincerely  express  it  as  their 
deliberate  judgment  that  no  manufactures  ou^t 
to  be  patronized  in  the  country  which*  wiH  not 
grow  up>  and  support  themselves  in  every -comt)^ 
tition  in  the  market,'  under  the  ordinary  i^oteetutt;; 
duty:  that  the  only  manufhctnres  which" can  id^ 
mately  flourish  here  are  those  which  are  or  slbw 
gfowov  a&d  moderate  profit,  such  as  can  be  carried 
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OA  bf  eapitaliBts  with  economy  and  steadiness; 
and  tliat  a  change  of  system,  which  should  sud- 
denly introdace  great  profits,  by  encouraging  un- 
due speculation,  and  the  expectation  of  inordinate 
gain,  would  end  in  the  deepest  injuries  even  to 
manufacturing  establishments.  The  history  of  the 
cotton  manufactories  in  New  England  completely 
demonstrates  the  truth  of  these  positions.  They 
grew  up  gradually,  under  the  protection  of  our  or- 
dinary duties,  in  a  time  of  peace,  and  were  profita- 
ble to  those  engaged  in  them.  But  when  the  embar- 
go and  non-importation  systems  produced  a  defi- 
ciency in  the  foreign  supply,  a  feverish  excitement 
was  produced;  manufactories  were  established 
without  sufficient  capital;  extravagant  expendi- 
Ivires  in  buUdings  and  machinery  followed ;  for  a 
while  the  demand  was  sreat,  and  the  profits  high, 
but,  upon  the  return  of  the  ordinary  state  of  things, 
many  of  these  establishments  sunk^  one  after  an- 
other, and  involved  their  owners  m  ruin.  And 
such,  in  the  opinion  of  the  memorialists,  would  be 
the  scene  acted  over  again  in  a  few  years,  if  the 
flianufacturers  could  now  succeed  in  acc(Nnplish- 
ing  their  present  objects.  For  a  short  time  their 
ostaUishments  would  flourish ;  but  in  a  free  coun- 
try like  ours,  there  would  be  a  reaction  of  the  other 
great  interests  of  the  community,  and  the  national 
distress  and  national  policy  would  soon  require  a 
npeal  of  the  monopolizing  system.  A  moderate 
protecting  duty  is  the  best  support  of  domestic 
nanufactures,  for  the  very  reason  that  it  may  be 
safely  calculated  on  as  permanent  It  may  not 
encourage  speculation,  but  it  will  encourage  the 
employment  of  capital,  as  fast  as  safety  and  a  rea- 
sonable profit  are  connected  with  it. 

Nor  will  the  hieh  prices  and  eventual  insecuritv 
to  domestic  manufactures  be  the  only  evils  attend- 
ant upon  this  prohibitory  system.  It  will  encou- 
rage smuggling  and  frauds  to  an  extent  truly 
formidable,  and  never  yet  practised  in  our  coun- 
try ;  and  the  same  effect  will  arise,  though  in  a 
more  limited  degree,  from  the  abolitbn  o?  draw- 
backs and  credit  on  duties.  The  utter  impossibil- 
ity of  suppressing  frauds  and  smuggling,  where 
the  markets  are  very  high,  and  the  prohibitions 
▼ery  extensive,  has  been  demonstrated  by  the  ex- 
perience of  all  Europe.  During  the  most  rigorous 
enforcement  of  the  continental  exclusion  of  Brit- 
ish manufactures,  aided  by  civil  vigilance,  and 
military  bayonets,  and  despotic  power,  these  man- 
ufactures found  their  way  into  every  part  of  Eu- 
rope from  the  cottaffe  to  the  throne.  Great  Brit- 
ain nerself,  insulated  as  she  is,  and  with  a  naval 
force  adequate  to  every  object,  has  not  been  able 
to  suppress  smuff^ling.  Prohibited  goods  find  their 
way  into  the  United  Kingdom,  notwithstanding 
the  vigilance  of  her  custom-houses,  and  the  un- 
weah^  Jealousy  of  her  manufacturers.  In  the 
United  States,  with  a  thousand  miles  of  sea  coast, 
indented  with  innumerable  bays  and  harbors,  how 
can  it  be  reasonably  expected  that  the  temptations 
to  illicit  traffic  will  not  soon  outweigh  the  habits 
of  obedience  to  the  laws,  especially  when  those 
laws  shall  become  odious,  as  the  supposed  instru- 
ments of  one  class  to  oppress  another?  Hitherto 
our  country  has  exhibitea  a  spectacle  not  unwor- 


thy of  a  free  people.  Frauds  upon  the  revenue 
have  been  comparatively  few;  and  maagg^ing  has 
been  repressed  by  the  general  sense  ofw  mercan- 
tile community.  What  system  could  be  more  dis- 
astrous than  that  which  should  hold  out  permanent 
temptations  to  smuggling,  connected  with  a  sense 
of  the  impolicy  and  injustice  of  the  Jaws?  The 
memorialists  beliere  that  one  of  the  first  objects  of 
legislation  is  to  become  auxiliary  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  morals  of  the  i)eopl<^  by  interferinff  as 
little  as  possible  with  pursuits  consonant  with  their 
habits  and  feelings,  lawful  in  their  objects,  and 
adapted  to  their  wants. 
Upon  the  whole,  the  memorialists  would  tespect- 

I  fully  state  their  unequivocal  opinion,  that  all  die 
measures  to  which  they  have  alluded  are  calcu- 
lated to  impair  our  naval  strength  and  ^ofj;  to 
injure  our  most  profitable  commerce;  to  dimmish, 
in  an  alarming  degree,  the  iinblic  revenue;  to  pro- 
mote unjustifiable  speculation ;  to  enhance  the 
prices  of  manufactures;  to  throw  the  great  busi- 
ness and  trade  of  the  nation  into  the  hands  of  a 
few  capitalists,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  industrioas 
and  enterprising  of  other  classes;  to  introduce  gen- 
eral distress  among  commercial  artisans  and  agri- 
culturists; to  aggravate  the  present  distress  of  the 
other  classes  of  the  community;  to  proTd^e  and 
extend  an  undue  appetite  for  fraud  and  smuggling; 
and,  in  fine,  to  destroy  many  of  the  great  oojeets 
for  which  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
was  originally  framed  and  adopted. 

The  memorialists,  therefore,  moat  respectfully 
ask  tne  interposition  of  Congress  to  prevent  these 
great  evils,  and  to  promote  the  general  good,  by  a 
perseverance  in  that  system,  under  the  protection 
of  which  our  commerce,  and  navigation,  and  agri- 
culture have  flourished ;  a  system,  conceived  in 
political  wisdom,  justified  by  experience,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  soundest  maxims  of  national  econ- 
omy. 

Salem,  /Enwaty,  1820. 


PROHIBITION  OF  FOREIGN  COTTON  AN1> 
WOOLLEN  FABRICS,  AND  IRON. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  Febraary  1, 18S0.] 
Treasury  Departmbht,  Jwn.  27, 1820. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  4th  instant,  directing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  '*  to  inform  die  iioose 
what  reduction,  in  his  opmion,  it  will  make  in  the 
revenue,  if  the  importation  of  cotton  and  woollen 
manufactures, and  iron,  be  prohibited ;  and  in  what 
manner  the  deficit  in  the  revenue  may  be  supplied, 
should  the  prohibition  be  made ;"  I  have  the  honcur 
to  submit  statements  of  the  amount  of  revenue 
which  accrued  from  those  articles  from  the  year 
1815  to  1818,  inclusive. 

The  verv  great  difference  in  the  amoont  of  rev- 
enue whicn  accrued  during. those  yemrs  rendeis  it 
difilcttlt  to  determine  what  the  reduction  would  be, 
should  the  prohibition  be  enforced.  It  is  probable 
that  the  deficiency,  for  a  number  of  successive 
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years,  would  amount  to  the  average  tam  of  six 
miiUoDS  of  dollars. 

if  an  increase  of  the  rate  of  duty  would  neces- 
sarily au^ent  the  revenue  in  the  same  proportion, 
the  deficiency  might  be  readily  supplied.  But  rea- 
son and  experience  forbid  the  expectation  of  such 
a  result,  the  importation  of  forei^  merchandise  is 
regulated  by  the  capacity  of  the  importiDg  country 
to  pay  an  equivalent  for  them.  Any  increase  of 
duty  diminishes  this  capacity.  When  carried  to 
an  extreme,  it  amounts  to  prohibition.  But  the 
revenue  will  frequently  be  diminished  by  an  in- 
crease of  duty,  when  the  consumption  of  the  article 
is  not  diminished.  Whenever  the  duty  is  raised 
so  high  as  to  equal  the  rlsJc  incurred  by  an  attempt 
to  introduce  dutiable  articles  illicitly,  smuggling, 
upon  an  extensive  and  systematic  plan,  commences. 
In  that  case,  not  only  their  consumption,  but  the 
capacity  to  pay  for  them^  may  be  increased,  whilst 
the  revenue  may  be  diminished. 

Considering  the  facilities  which  the  extent  of 
our  coasts  and  frontiers^  and  the  numerous  har- 
bors, bays,  inlets,  and  rivers^  by  which  they  are 
indented,  furnish  for  the  illicit  introduction  of  for- 
eign merchandise,  the  settled  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment has  been  to  diminish,  as  far  as  practicable, 
the  temptation  which  hiffh  duties  would  furnish  to 
take  advantage  of  these  facilities.  Should  the  ex- 
isting duties  be  considerably  raised,  there  is  just 
ground  to  apprehend  that  the  revenue  will  be 
reduced  rather  than  augmented  by  the  change. 
Indeed,  there  is  just  reason  to  believe  that,  with  the 
present  rate  of  duty,  the  practice  of  smug£[ling  is 
gradually  increasing.  Any  attempt  to  raise  the 
deficiency  which  wul  be  produced  ny  the  prohibi- 
tion under  consideration,  by  an  increase  of  duty 
upon  the  articles  which  will  still  be  imported,  will 
greatly  increase  the  expense  of  collection,  by  the 
necessity  which  it  would  create  to  employ  a  greater 
number  of  officers  of  the  customs  to  guard  against 
smuggling,  and  eventually  fail  to  augment  the 
revenue  to  the  required  extent.  The  principal  reli- 
ance for  supplving  the  deficiency  which  would  be 
produced  by  tne  adoption  of  the  measure  contem- 
plated by  the  resolution,  must,  it  appears  tome, 
DC  placed  in  a  system  of  internal  duties  or  direct 
tax. 

In  aid  of  either  of  these  modes  of  augmenting  the 
revenue,  a  small  addition  might  be  made  upon  the 
rate  of  duty  now  paid  upon  linens,  manufactures 
of  hemp,  stuff  goods,  coffee,  brown  sugar,  teas, 
wines,  molasses,  spices,  and  other  small  articles. 
If  a  system  of  internal  duties  should  be  deemed  at 
this  time  advisable,  an  entire  prohibition  of  ardent 
spirits  might  be  adopted  without  material  injury 
to  the  revenue^  and  with  manifest  advantage  to 
the  agricultural  interest.  In  that  event,  the  reve- 
nue which  has  been  heretofore  receivea  from  the 
duties  imposed  upon  foreign  spirits  might  be  col- 
lected from  domestic  spirits. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H-  CRAWFORD. 
Secretary  of  the  Treaswry, 

The  Honorable  Spbaksr 

Ofithe  Home  of  Reps, 


A  etaiement  of  the  duiiee  arieing  on  imported  ...w- 
ehandiee  paying  an  ad  valorem  duty  oftweniy-fioe 
per  cent,  to  the  90th  June,  1819,  o/ which  wooOene 
and  eoitone  form  almoet  the  exelueive  article;  for  the 
years  1816, 1816,  1817,  and  1818,  with  the  amount 
of  drawback  annually  pcud  on  re-exportation. 


TXJLaS. 

Amount  of 
duties. 

Amount  of 
drawback. 

Net  amount 
of  duties. 

1815  . 

1816  . 

1817  - 

1818  . 

$17,818,277 

11,013,142 

4,967,50» 

6,753,008 

9189,768 
981,791 
644,653 
534,807 

$17,623,509 

10,081,351 

4,322,860 

6,218,701 

NoTB.— Tbe  TraamuT  recordi  do  not  aflbrd  moj  meaat  «r . . 

Uloinf  Uie  mmtmnt  of  duUaa,  m  as  to  diailugnteli  woollens  fram  Um 
varfooo  descriptioDs  of  eottoos,  wbeiher  fnim  India  or  Europe :  nor 
of  cotton  yarus  from  cotton  pleee  eooda 

TbXASVST  DxFAaTXIVT, 

Begiater^e  Office^  Jan,  7,  1820. 

JOSEPH  N0UR8E,  Register. 
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Baimees  m  HU  Drmmtrf^^PMic  Debt, 


BAIiA^C£8  m  THE  TREASURY— PUBLIC 

DEBT. 

[Coom«iiicftt«d  to  the  HmM6«  Febnitry  3,  18S0.] 
Treasuby  Dspabtmcnt,  Jan.  24, 1820. 

Sib  :  In  obedience  to  sundry  resolutions  of  the 
House  of  RepresenUtires  of  the  17th  instant,  di- 
recting the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report, 
first,  the  actual  balances  in  the  Treasury,  and  in 
the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  as  agent  of  the  Nayy 
and  War  Departments^  and  the  amount  of  any 
snAjaet  to  the  control  oi  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Snuting  Fund,  on  the  first  da^r  of  January,  1820 ; 
second,  the  principles  upon  which  the  receipts  into 
tka  Treasury  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  for 
the  year  1820  hare  been  estimated ;  and^  third, 
what  amount  of  the  public  debt  will  be  redeema- 
ble, according  to  the  terms  of  the  contract,  in  the 
years  1820, 1821, 1822, 1823,  and  4824 ;  and  what 
amount  would  be  left  of  the  Shaking  Fund  in  each 
yiear  respectively  after  payment  of  the  interest  of 
the  public  debt,  and  the  portion  of  the  principal 
i^hich  may  be  redeemable  within  the  year ;  I  hare 
the  honor  to  submit  two  statements,  marked  A. 
andB. 

If  the  payments  for  public  lands  are  made  when 
they  fall  due^  the  greatest  accuracy  might  be  at- 
tained in  estimating  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury 
flfOm  the  sales  previously  made.  So  far  as  the 
receipts  would  be  affected  hy  sales  made  diving 
tite  year  embraced  by  theestunate,  it  would  neces- 
sarily be  conjectural.  But,  as  the  purchasers  are 
siAject  to  no  penalty  for  delay  of  payment  until 
tke  expiration  of  ^v^  years  from  the  date  of  the 
srie,  except  the  payment  of  interest,  a  general 
want  of  punctuality  everywhere  prevails.  The 
sums  whieh  oug^t  to  be  paid  at  the  end  of  the 
second,  third,  and  fotirth  yevrs,  are  more  generally 
pflud-in  the  fihh  year. 

If  the  indulgence  which,  since  the  year  1809, 
has  been  uniformly  extended  to  the  purchasen  of 
the  public  land^  had  not  grown  into  a  system,  it 
would  be  practicable  to  determine  with  sufficient 
accuracy  the  amount  of  the  receipts  into  the  Trea- 
suryTHlurin^any  year,  so  far  as  they  depended  upon 
sales  previously  maae,  after  the  principal  land  <^ 
ficea  had  been  opened  for  five  years.  The  debt 
contracted  by  the  purchase  of  lands  in  any  given 
year'  would  not  materially  difier  from  the  sum 


whieh  would  be  reeeirable  duriBg  the  fifth  year 
after  it  was  contracted.     But  the  freqiieBt  and 
oeneral  indulgence  which  has  been  extended  to 
u»  purchasers  of  the  public  land  has  rendered  the 
a[^Ucation  of  this  rule  for  estimatinf  the  reoeipCs 
into  the  Treasury  from  that  source  of  the  revenue 
entirely  nugatory.    The  jmymeat  of  lutoest  is,  in 
faet,  under  this  system  of  indu^ence^  the  pnnci^ 
inducement  to  the  punctual  disehaige  oil  the  in- 
stalments  as  they  become  due,  or  at  any  later  pe> 
rtod*    As  the  use  of  monev  is  eeaeraiily  worth 
more  than  legal  iaterest,  where  the  payments  9xe 
madey  the  want  of  punctuality  will  uKobably  be- 
come more  general.    In  estimating  the  pcouable 
receipts  into  the  Treasury  during  the  year  1820, 
more  reliance  has  been  placed  upon  the  quantity 
of  land  which  will  withm  the  year  be  offered  ai 
pabUc  sale,  than  upon  the  sums  which  may  be 
payable  during  that  period  on  account  of  sales 
previously  made. 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

WM.  H»  CRAWFORD. 
The  Hon.  SreAKSR  of  Hi*  Ho.  of  RepnomOuUvm, 

A. 

SkUMteat  of  tim  actual  hakma  m  the  Truumpy  ami 
t»  the  hamde  of  the  Treemerer^  ae  agent  of  tie  Woe 
and  Navy  DepaHmentefand^baUauemtkBTna- 
8ur§  etibfect  to  tbi-  coetinl  of  the  Commieeieiun  of 
the  Si^Mnp  Fkmd,  onthiletday  ofJmmarp,  ISSt). 

Balance  in  the  Treasury       -    (a)  92,536,823  28 

In  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  as 
affentofthe  War  Dejpartment  -        996,945  13 

In  his  hands  as  agent  or  the  Nary 
Department     -       -       -        - 

Balance  in  the*  Treasury  subject 
to  the  control  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  Fund     (ft)  2,378,398  42 

(a)  This  sum  will  probably  be  increased  when 
the  returns  from  all  the  receivers  of  public  money, 
and  of  the  banli^  in  which  they  make  their  depos- 
iteS)  are  received  for  the  month  of  December.  At 
the  date  of  their  last  returns  there  we're  in  their 
hands  $334,560  53,  which  sum  would  be  augment- 
ed by  the  payments  made  durin£  that  montn. 

(b)  Of  this  sum  ^,646,117  42  are  applicable  to 
the  payment  of  that  amount  oi  Louisuina  stock 
still  outstanding,  which  was  redeemable  on  the 
21st  October,  1819. 
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B. 

SuamM  of  ihe  aiiwumJt  of  the  public  dAt  redeemMe  ia  1820,  1821, 1822,  1823,  and  1824  ;  esMMnff  alee 
t^  intereet  payable  in  and  ihe  balance  of  the  ammuU  appropriation  of  910,000,000  tsAidk  vsQik 
plied  at  ihe  doee  <^each  year. 
Balance  of  appropriation  for  1819  unapplied  in  that  year   -       -       -    98,378,398  42 
Appropriation  for  1820 19,000,000  00 


Principal  redeemable  in  1820 : 
Cfaums  on  account  of  the  instalments  of  Louisiana  stock 
payable  in  1818  and  1819,  unapplied  for  on  the  31st 

December,  1819 91^,117  42 

Residue  of  Louisiana  stock 2^6,462  77 

Bbi  per  cent,  stock  of  1796 80,000  00 

Reimbursement  of  deferred  stock  ....         503,196  94 


12^8,398  4d 
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Awy<  of  tiW  aMHn^.  Itei. 

Total  principal $4^446,777  13 

Interest  payable  in  1820 4,911,848  00 

$^357,680  13 

Balance  of  appropriation  which  wiU  be  unapplied  on  .. 

the  31st  December,  1820 93,080,778  29 

Appropriation  for  1821 10,000,000  00 

Principal  redeemable  in  1821 : 

Reimbursement  of  the  deferred  stock     ...         534,033  08 

Interest  payable  in  1821 4,773,737  68 

5,307,777  76 

Balance  of  appropriation  which  will  be  unapplied  on  ....^._...... 

the  31st  Deceidber,  1821 4,692,220  24 

Appropriation  for  1822 10,000,000  00 

Principal  redeemable  in  1822 : 

Reimbursement  of  the  deferred  stock     ...        566,58875 

Interest  payable  in  1822 4,741,182  01 

5,307,770  76 

Balance  of  appropriation  which  will  be  unapplied  on  . 

the  31st  December,  1822 4,692;229  24 

Appropriation  for  1823 10,000,000  00 

Principal  redeemable  in  1823: 

Reimbursement  of  deferred  stock    ....        602,836  47 

Interest  payable  in  1823         ...        .       .      4,704,93429 

5,307,770  76 

Balance  of  appropriation  which  will  be  unapplied  on  

the  31st  Decemtber,  1823 4^692,229  24 

Appropriation  for  1824 10,000,000  00 

Principal  redeemable  in  1824 : 

Reimbursement  of  deferred  stock  ....         356,858  93 

Interest  payable  in  1824 466,267  31 

5,023,126  24 

Balance  of  appropriation  wluch  wiU  be  uaAj^lied  on  

the  31)it  December,  1824. 4,976,873  76 

T^tal  amount  of  the  annual  lip|ropfiations  of  ^10.000,000  foi  the  years  1820  to  1824, 
inclusive,  which  will,  accordmg  to  the  terms  ot  the  contracts  in  relation  to  the  re- 
deoq^ticm  of  the  public  debt,  remain  unapplied  on  the  3l8t  December,  1824    -        -  $22,074,339  77 

Trbasury  Department,  Regi8ter'8  Offkb,  January  22, 1820. 

JOSEPH  NOUESE,  Ai^Mir. 


SINKING  FUND. 


[Communieatad  to  tk»  8«nat^  Febraavy  5,  18M} 

Washington,  Febrtiarp  5, 1820. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  respectfully  report  to  Congress : 

That  the  measures  which  have  been  authorized  by  the  board,  subsequent  to  the  last  report  of  the 
5th  of  Feblraarv,  1819,  so  far  as  thie  same  hare  been  completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  tfa»  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treaswy  to  this  board,  dated  th»  4th  day  or  the  present  month,  attd  in  th«  stale' 
inents  therein  referred  to,  wboeh  are  herewith  transmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  a  part  of  this 
report;  

JOHN  GAILLARD,  Piti$UmU€fitkeSiM»eip9^4mi^ 

JOHN  dUlNCYl  ADAMS^  Sunimrf^f  StM. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD,  Smtkurp  o/ih^TmiWf. 

WMi  WIRT,  Attorruf^CkMraL 
The  Hon.  Presipbwt  or-  the  Senate. 


The  Sborbtary  op  the  Trbasurt  respectfu]iy*r(^rt»  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund : 
Ibftt  the  sums  disbursed  from  the  Treasury,  during,  the  year  1818|  on  account  of  the*  principal  ao4 

interest  of  the  public  debt,  as  per  last  annual  report,  was  -  921,596,783  68 

Rrom..which  deduct  amount  of  repayments  in  that  year     .       -       -        300,477  64 

«0i;396,3Oe  04 
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Which,  with  a  sum  arising  from  damages  and  interest  on  protested  bills  of  exchuig^ 
being  the  difference  between  the  cost  of  said  bills  at  par  and  the  amount  receivea 


into  the  Treasury  in  repayment  thereof 
Together  with  a  further  sum,  being  the  difference  between  the  principal  of  stock  pur- 
chased during  the  year  1818,  and  the  money  paid  for  the  same     -       t       -        - 


Amounting,  together,  to 


4,706  14 
921,334,766  24 


Have  been  accounted  for  in  the  following  manner,  yiz : 
The  sums  actually  applied  during  the  year  1818,  to  tne  payment  of  the  principal  and 
interest  of  the  public  debt,  as  ascertained  by  accounts  rendered  to  this  Depart- 
ment, amounted,  as  appears  by  the  annexed  statement  A,  to  the 
sum  of ^20,770,003  72 

In  the  reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  the  old  6  per  cent  and  defer- 
red stocks 1,191,933  61 

In  the  redemption  of  the  domestic  debt 277,493  87 

In  the  redemption  of  the  Louisiana  stock  .-.--.  4,856,700  00 

In  the  payment  of  the  principal  of  Treasury  notes      ....  8,426,769  00 

In  the  payment  of  certain  parts  of  the  domestic  debt       ...  792  36 


On  account  of  the  interest 
On  account  of  charges 


96,011,388  67 
4,926  31 


But  of  this  sum  there  was  short  provided,  consisting  of  unclaimed 
dividends  on  the  public  debt,  not  applied  for  by  the  proprietors,  as 
per  the  annexed  statement  B. 


14,753,688  74 


6,016,314  98 
20,770,003  72 


128,427  69 

The  funds  in  the  banks,  out  of  which  a  part  of  the  interest  which  accrued  on  the 
funded  debt  for  the  year  1817  was  paid,  and  which  appeared  to  be  short  provided, 

r!r  statement  B  of  last  year,  was  covered  by  warrants  m  1818      .... 
there  was  a  loss  on  exchange  in  remittances  from  America  to  Europe  daring  the 
year  1818,  as  appears  by  statements  D  and  Dd,  annexed  to  the  last  rqKnrt     - 


20^1,576  03 

693,058  45 
131  76 
981334,766  24 


(a)  Payment  by  Mintum  and  Champlin,  per  statement 

Eofkstvear 920,506  46 

Cost  of  biU  for  £4,000  sterling 17,777  78 


Payment  by  A.  Brown  and  Brown  and  Hackman,  per 
statement  E  of  last  year       ..... 

Balance  due  by  them  for  the  cost  of  two  bills,  per  note 
a  to  statement  G,  accompanying  report  of  February, 
1818 - 


9^728  68 


44,380  38 


13,357  00 


31,023  38 


933,752  06 


That,  during;  the  year  1819,  the  following  disbursements  were  made  out  of  the  Treasury,  on  ac- 
count of  the  prmcipal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt : 

On  account  of  the  mterest  on  the  funded  domestic  debt  and  reimbursement  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  deferred  stock 

On  account  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  Treasury  notes        ..... 
On  account  of  the  redemption  of  the  Louisiana  stock        ...... 

Whereof,  in  payment  of  stock  purchased 9203,835  69 

In  payment  of  mstalments  21st  October,  1818  and  1819     -       -       -      1,215,449  73 


95,508,493  03 

82;£«)  29 

1,419,;285  42 


91,419,285  42 


On  account  of  the  interest  on  the  same,  payable  in  Europe 
On  account  of  the  redemption  of  the  domestic  debt    - 
On  account  of  certain  parts  of  the  domestic  debt 


206J6#48 

504;693  42 

64  32 


Making  together,  as  will  appear  by  the  annexed  statement  C,  the  sum  of  - 


-    97,721,020  96 
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Which  disbursements  were  made  out  of  the  following  funds,  riz : 

From  the  annual   appropriation  of  $10,000,000,  for  the  year  1819,  agreeably  to  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  act  to  provide  for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt,  passed  the  third  of 
March,  1817 $7,621,605  58 

Prom  repayments  into  the  Treasury  on  account  of  moneys  heretofore  advanced  for 
the  purchase  of  bills  of  exchange,  and  for  the  payment  of  interest  and  reimburse- 
ment of  the  funded  debt        17,199  09 

And  from  the  appropriation  in  relation  to  Treasury  notes,  being  the  amount  of  pay- 
ments on  account  of  the  principal  and  interest  thereof,  per  statement  C,  aoove 
recited 82,220  29 

Making  the  amount  paid  on  warrants,  as  above  stated $7,721,020  96 

And  have  been  accounted  for,  as  far  as  respects  the  redemption  by  purchase  of  the  public  debt, 
under  the  act  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  and  as  is  exhibited  in  statement  I,  annexed,  and  which  is 
rendered  as  a  part  of  this  report : 

Stock  purchased  $711,957  55,  cost $665,982  73 

The  residuary  balance  of 7,055,038  23 

$7,721,020  96 

Will  be  accounted  for  in  the  next  annual  report,  in  conformity  with  the  accounts  which  shall  then 
have  been  rendered  to  this  Department. 

In  the  mean  time,  t|^e  manner  in  which  the  said  balance  has  been  applied  is  estimated  as  follows : 
There  is  estimated  to  have  been  applied  to  th^  payment  of  the  deficiency  of  the  provision,  at  the  end 

of  the  year  1818,  as  per  statement  B $128,427  69 

Also,  in  the  reimbursement  of  the  deferred  6  per  cent,  stock       -       -      $485,334  58 
Also,  in  the  pafknent  of  the  principal  of  Treasury  notes    .       .       -  80,000  00 

Also,  towards  the  redemption  of  the  Louisiana  6  per  cent,  stock,        (a)  1^315,449  73 
Also,  in  payment  of  certain  parts  of  the  domestic  debt       ...  64  32 

1,780,848  63 
And  in  payment  of  interest  on  the  funded  debt  and  Treasury  notes  -      5,186,892  96 

6,967,741  59 

In  the  next  annual  statement  the  repayments  in  1819  will  be  exhibit- 
ed as  a  deduction  from  the  total  amount  of  warrants  issued  for  the 
public  debt  in  that  year,  and  of  which  this  forms  a'  part,  to  the 
aoM>unt  of --  17,199  09 

And  there  is  estimated  as  remaining  unapplied  in  the  hands  of  the 
agents  in  Europe,  and  in  protested  bills,  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1820, 
as  per  estimate  G,  the  sum  of 64,232  12 

7,049,172  80 
Prom  which  deduct  this  sum  short  provided,  on  account  of  unclaimed 
dividends  payable  but  not  demanded  at  the  Treasury,  (by  es- 
timate)         122,562  26 

6,926;610  54 

$7,055,038  23 

(a)  The  amount  payable  in  1819,  on  account  of  the  Louisiana  stock         -       -       -   $2,861,567  15 
Whereof,  on  application  for  payment,  warrants  were  issued  for         -       .       .       .      1^15,449  73 

Remained  to  be  issued  after  the  Ist  of  January,  1820 $1,646,117  42 

That,  on  the  21st  of  October,  1820,  the  last  instalment  of  the  Louisiana  stock,  amountmg  to  $2,216,- 
462  77,  will  be  payable. 

That,  in  compliance  with  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  public  debt,  the  certificates  which,  by  payment  or  purchase,  have  become  the  property  of 
the  United  States,  are  regularly  cancelled. 

A  statement  marked  H  is  annexed,  which  exhibits  the  amount  of  the  debt  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1820. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Trbasuht  Dspartmbnt,  JMruary  4, 1820. 

[The  tabular  ttttements  of  details,  which  are  voluminous,  are  omitted.] 
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Remonstrance  a^a4mt  a  dumffe  in  th«  Revenue  S^tUm, 


BEMONSTRANCE  AGAINST  A  CHANGE   IN 
THE  REVENUE  SFSTEM. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  Febrnary  8,  1820.] 
To  tkt  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent* 
aHves  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Uongress 
assembled  .- 

The  undersigned,  merchants  and  inhabitants  of 
Baltimore,  be^  leave  to  present  to  your  honorable 
body  the  sentiments  which  they  anxiously  enter- 
tain on  the  proposed  measure  of  discontinuing 
credit  on  in^rt  duties  and  denying  drawbacks  on 
duties. 

Your  memorialists  contemplate  the  proposed 
change  with  concern;  and  they  would,  indeed, 
view  any  such  projected  innovation  with  alarm  if 
they  did  not  believe  that  the  mercantile  interest  is 
unaer  watchful  and  wise  control  in  your  honora- 
ble body.  A  lenient  system  of  imposts  on  foreign 
commerce  is,  in  the  opinion  of  your  memorialists, 
not  only  conducive  to  active  commerce,  but  also 
favorable  to  the  public  revenue :  and  under  such 
a  system  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  has 
flourished,  and  the  national  Treasury  has  been 
enriched.  For  a  course  which  hitherto  has  richly 
and  faithfully  answered  every  object  of  the  laws, 
and  every  demand,  which  the  fiscal  policy  has 
made  upon  commerce,  it  is  now  proposed  to  sub- 
stitute a  system  at  once  ^perimental,  harsh,  and 
precarious.  Under  the  existing  terms  of  the  col- 
lection of  duties,  the  United  States  have  surely 
experienced  but  little  cause  for  discontent ;  and 
your  memorialists  can.  with  the  most  confident 
anticipation,  declare,  that  fewer  evasions  of  law 
and  fewer  defaults  in  payment  have  taken  place 
under  the  present  system  than  what  will  occur 
under  the  ri^id  and  peremptory  conditions  to  which 
that  system  is  proposed  to  be  contracted.  The  ex- 
action of  duties  hitherto,  on  principles  liberal  and 
Srudent,  and  gradual  and  gentle  in  iu  operation, 
as  afibrded  to  industrious  commercial  enterprise 
the  patronage  which  judicious  policy  owes  to  it. 
Such  a  patronage  is  vitally  due  to  it  in  a  country 
whose  energies  are  excited  and  cultivated  by  com- 
merce, whose  power  is  in  so  great. a4egTee  the 
fruit  of  commerce^  whose  rank  among  nations 
owestoitsomuchotitsclevation.  The poficy which 
pervades  our  present  code  of  duties  contemplates 
and  adopts  meritorious  enterprise  as  part  of  the 
national  wealth,  and,  viewine  a  free  and  extended 
comoaereeas  the  most  bountiful  source  of  revenue, 
aad  surest  means  of  power,  does  not  consecrate 
the  field  of  commerce  to  the  capitalist,  and  make 
it  the  monopoly  of  the  rich. 

Tiie  policy  which  now  dignifies  our  system  of 
dnOes  asran&es  that  principle  of  sterling  truth,  that 
all  duties  on  imports  are  taxes  on  consomption; 
and  hence,  how  fair  and  important  is  it  that  some 
time  should  be  granted  to  the  inqporter  to  convey 
to  the  consumer  the  articles  of  importation.  Not 
only  the  custom,  but  the  very  nature  of  commerce 
requires,  in  almost  every  instance  of  sale,,  that  at 
least  some  term  of  credit  shall  be  afibrded  to  the 
purchaser  $  and  hence,  some  period  must  be  al- 
lowed to  the  importer  to  levy  the  tax  for  the 
United  States,  and  some  estimate  ought  to  be 


made  by-  our  system  of  rerenne  of  t^^ 
sales.  In  fevir  or  no  cases  does  tlie  zitrii 
duty  exceed  the  period  within  wkk^ .  J 
can  be  realized,  or  recovered  from  ssft 

In  the  terms  of  those  dntiesiipoBr^  7.I 
back  is  paid,  the  principle  to  whici  :;c* 
rialists  allude  appears  to  receire  i  ^^ 
and  marked  respecU    The  doty  orjgs.:  c$ 
is  there  only  contin^;ent  upoa  the  2.2 :. 
sumption  ot  the  articles  in  the  coe.m: 
term  of  credit  there  extended  by  tkh^ai 
is  the  period  to  the  importer  for  vsu^it 
ther  they  shalj  be  appropriated  fotcssi : 
exportea  to  a  foreign  quarter.  D&ir* 
cases  being  thus  contingent  in  tbet^!:  r 
enue  policy,  a  credit  is  here  DOtsossti. 
wsnce  to  the  importer  as  a  necessvy^*^. 
the  nature  of  the  du^.    Must^  tbatT- 
bc  here  violated,  and  the  iatoUk^. : ' 
here  prescribed  by  GovemmeDt  to :::?  ' 
that  he  shall  enjoy  no  credit,  hovemr: 
essential  an  attendant  it  beon  tiie^ff 
against  his  importation?   Your  nan: 
believe  as  a  maxim,  safe  as  a  guide, air ^ 
wherever  it  is  applied,  thaf  not  oeijb  121:  j 
of  the  law,  but,  in  every  contncia^^  > 
duties  are  emj^aticallyaiienooikirsii 

iected  to  them ;  they  attach  U>ikaa(tf  1 
be  gathered  from  ^em.  ,   j 

Where,  in  the  coliectiaax)/ dotisi:^ 
States  surrender  to  the  importer  ^*j^ 
cles,  their  claim  against  him  is  not  ^^ 
upon  the  conscience  or  sabsUneeofQ^^^ 
importer ;  but  two  additional  pledger^-j 
in  the  responsibility.  Their  meaoswi*^ 
the  assurance  of  their  chancterisfliis^^ 
uUry  to  the  demand  <^  the  Uiu<(^^^ 
woven  with  this  strong  defeoK^B^^i 
claim  which  the  United  States tejg' 
property  of  its  debtor,  a  sspwwij^^  j 
which  thus  furnishes  a  securityttwJJjT  I 
the  United  States  almost  abottW^^ 
The  necessity  which  binds  ^^^^ 
to  the  Grovernment  such  a  sccqngjj^^ 
cretion  in  considering  it  is  Qiu«|J2^^^ 
to  be  a  sufiBcient  guard  again^'^^'^^e 
tined  for  sacrifice,  or  to  aid  «"f  ^g^jj^nfii 
private  finance:  and  yo^'f^^^^^jBTpu* 
unagine  that,  for  premeditated  «"^^^-y 
have  been  imported  into  this  «8»^  ^  j*  ■ 


cannot  conceive 


morialists 
fold 

tioQ, ^ — ^  ^j 

nary  to  the  credit  on  duties  «*  7^ 


security,  in  fortune  and  eiJB^^ ! 
is  re(Hiiied  by  the  V^^^l 


credit  could  prompt  or  ftci^^^^f  *5^ 
not  in  the  course  of  honest  indusn^  ^^ 
always  tends  to  exJttea»;J^^^f 
occur  under  all  systems  ?*■  lLifij|fl"P 
ods  of  commercial  Pk^'P^'^iJlIiiiii^^ 
does  sometimeeswdl  until  *>»;2^,j4  #' 

berce  has  a  power  of  ^^^^^^^^^asif»^ 
source  of  sdf-recovery,and  rtW^ 

intemperate  ambition  of  p"^*.  _-- 


Yourmemorialtttsni —   r^.^^n^.w^'^ 
the  inherent  awraeir  of  cotfB^u,iieJi 
and  flows;  nor  show  how  cJttaimr.  ^ 
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tary  force  of  taperieace  aixl  oompetition,  it  is  soon 
shorn  of  all  inordinate  adventure,  built  upon  des- 
perate or  fanciful  speculation.  The  present  sjrs- 
tem  of  duties,  althoii^h  its  indulgence,  or  rather  its 
equity,  is  so  necessary  an  auziliarv  to  the  small 
commercial  capital  of  the  United  States,  has  con- 
nived at  and  contributed  to  none  of  the  irregulari- 
ties of  our  commerce.  All  that  have  occurred 
may  be  explained  by  the  late  history  of  Europe,  or 
traced  to  the  very  spirit  of  commerce  itself,  since 
fluctuation  and  irregoUrityr  are  inseparable  from 
its  life  and  motion.  Restriction  may  make  com- 
merce of  smooth  and  uniform  surface,  but  it  can- 
not be  so  without  being  sluggish  and  shallow;  and 
until  commerce  be  so  tamed  by  restriction  and 
embarrassment,  and  become  the  privilege  of  the 
wealthy,  it  will  be  subject  to  irregularity  and  this 
inequality  of  character.  Youn^  as  our  country  is, 
and  £ar  from  being  endowed  with  abundant  com- 
mercial capital,  the  necessary  consequence  of  the 
proposed  alteration  in  the  payment  of  the  duties 
will  be  to  consign  commerce  to  the  grasp  of  a  few, 
expelling  from  the  franchise  of  commerce,  as  it 
will,  those  who  have  but  moderate  means,  although 
they  be  annexed  to  character  and  enterprise.  This 
revolution  in  our  revenue  system  will  limit  com- 
merce to  the  circle  of  the  capitalists ;  and  com- 
merce, the  basis  and  pride  of  our  fame,  will  dwin- 
dle into  the  diminutive  condition,  and  fade  into 
the  pitiful  oharaeter  of  a  monopoly !  Witness  the 
fate  of  Spain!  What  if  goods  do  now  occaaion- 
ally  afcumulale  inordinately,  and  if  regular  cal- 
culating industry  sometimes  suffers  by  the  careless 
sacrifices  made  oy  wanton  speculators ;  will  not 
the  consumer,  the  whole  mass  of  society,  be  sub- 
jected to  severe  and  painful  terms  uncler  the  new 
system?  Is  there  not  more  enormity  in  the  danger 
that  exorbitant  prices  will  then  be  dictated  by  tne 
select  importers  than  around  of  rational  regret  that 
prices  have  sunk  while  the  existing  system  has 
prevailed  ?  This  is  one  of  the  sure  results  of  the 
proposed  change,  and,  though  there  be  a  pause  in 
Dusmess  now,  commerce  wul  ever  be  partial  and 
inadequate  then. 

There  is,  indeed,  one  palliative  against  all  re- 
strictions which  press  on  the  very  nerve  of  com- 
merce, and,  though  the  refuge  be  a  profane  one, 
your  memorialists  appeal  to  human  nature,  and 
the  history  of  the  commercial  world,  whether  it 
be  not  certainly  and  invariably  the  resouroe,  where 
commerce  is  severely  confined.  Your  memorialists 
here  allude  to  the  practice  of  smuggling  ^  and  they 
make  this  allusion  not  only  under  pemct  convic- 
tion, but  with  feelings  of  auirm.  Your  memorial- 
ists call  on  your  honorable  body  to  consider  how 
far  the  universal  fidelity  of  this  country  to  the  rev- 
enue law  has  been  commensurate  with  the  interest 
of  the  mercantile  community,  and  with  their  sense 
of  justice;  and^  though  your  memorialists  do  not 
mean  to  identify  mercantile  virtue  with  interest, 
yet,  with  many,  even  the  justice  of  Government  is 
measured  by  calculations  of  interest !  Your  memo- 
rialists be^  you  to  reflect  whether  the  proposed 
severity  will  not  instigate  delinquency ;  whether 
the  revenue  laws  will  not,  in  many  instances,  be 
evaded,  with  all  the  serious  consequences -of  such 


I  chmiAality,  not  <»ly  to  the  natioiial  morals,  bat 
also  to  the  national  Treasury. 

Unless  the  United  States  can  make  a  discrimi- 
nation in  the  amount  of  duties  between  citizens 
and  foreigners,  no  change  in  the  terms  of  payment 
can  ever  exclude  foreigners  from  competing  with 
citizens,  whenever  such  privileges  belong  to  them. 
But  they  enter  into  the  crowd  of  competition,  and 
competition  always  regulates  its  own  wholesome 
extent  Your  memorialists  on  this  point  think  it 
indisputable  that  the  introduction  or  foreign  capi- 
tal into  our  country,  by  this  foreign  participation 
in  our  trade,  has  been  of  essential  benefit — an  im- 
portant aid  in  the  present  inadequate  amount  of 
our  own  commercial  capital. 

Your  memorialists  beg  you  to  reflect  earnestly 
and  feelingly  on  the  subject  of  discontinuing  draw- 
backs on  duties,  and  to  remember  that  the  advan- 
tage of  drawback  is  emphatically  our  license  for 
conducting  a  carrving  trade.  It  is  to  the  benefits 
of  this  branch  or  trade  that  the  United  States 
principally  owes  all  that  rapid  advancement  which 
IS  at  all  attributable  to  commerce,  and  to  this  that 
it  has  hitherto  been  indebted  for  its  pecuniary 
abilities.  To  extinguish  drawbacks  is  at  once  a 
sentence  of  banishment  .acainst  American  mer- 
chants from  a  commercial  sphere  of  the  greatest 
national  and  individual  profit  If  the  United 
States  thus  deprives  us  ot  all  that  remains  to  us 
of  our  former  greatness  in  this  branch  of  com- 
merce, but  a  miserable  fragment  of  commerce 
will  continue  to  the  American  peopje !  To  abolish 
drawback  will  have  this  fatal  effect;  for  whttt 
shall  we  meet  but  inevitable  loss,  if  we  venture  inio 
the  competition  of  a  foreign  market  with  goods 
loaded  with  the  gross  duty,  of  which,  by  the  judi- 
cious policy  of  our  present  system,  we  are  now 
disencumbered  ?  The  question  of  drawback  is  in- 
deed a  vital  question,  and  involves  the  vocation 
and  prosperity  of  thousands  whose  pursuits,  during 
a  long  and  brilliant  lapse  of  time,  have  been  tribu- 
tary to  the  treasure  and  renown  of  the  Union. 

When  your  memorialists  consider  that  the  pres- 
ent system  of  duties  has  pressed  leniently  upea 
American  commerce,  and  has  yet  been  richly  and 
faithfully  productive  to  the  United  States ;  when 
we  consider  that  the  proposed  change  of  making 
duties  pa)^U)le  in  casn  will  imprison  conm&erce 
within  the  limits  of  a  dictatorial  monopoly^  whose 
members  will  by  their  wealth  be  constituted  thp 
vepresentatives  of  the  once  universal  American 
commerce ;  when  we  consider  that  the  consumers, 
the  great  body  of  society,  will  be  subjected  to  op- 
pressive terms,  which  eive  an  unfair  proportion  to 
their  labor  and  their  rdation  to  the  Government — 
when  all  this  is,  to  the  minds  of  your  memorialistSi 
the  certain  offspring  of  this  paralyzing  change, 
your  memorialists  ask  you,  not  only  in  justice  but 
numanity — ^not  as  the  patrons  of  commerce,  but  as 
friends  of  your  country — ^to  forbear  from  this  in- 
novation. 

Your  memorialists,  vieiwing  the  abolition  of 
drawbacks  as  an  excommunication  from  a  tnde 
which  yielded  so  much  to  enrich  and  distiogviaJk 
us,  and  which,  in  many  points,  does  not  in  Ike 
remotest  degree    conflict  with   any  imaginable 
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views  of  domentie  poHcy,  cannot  but  consider  the  discontinuance  of  drawback  as  a  useless  priratioa 
to  the  United  States  or  commercial  benefit,  and  a  work  of  ruin  to  the  individuals  who  depend  oo 
that  trade  which  is  fostered  by  the  indulgence  of  drawback. 

ISAAC  McKIM,  and  oO^. 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

[Oommunieated  to  the  House  of  RepreseDtatives,  Febrasry  16,  18S0.] 

'     Department  of  State,  FAmary  7, 1820. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatiyes  of  the  6th  of  January  last, 
directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  lay  before  the  House  "  statements  of  the  receipts  and  expe&> 
ditures  of  the  United  States,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Federal  Gh>Temment  until  the  31st  of 
December  last,  distinguishing  the  revenue  derived  from  customs,  internal  taxes,  direct  taj^  postage, 

Eublic  lands,  and  miscellaneous  sources;  and,  also,  classing  the  expenditures  under  the  rauowiog 
eads :  military,  viz.,  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  armjr,  fortifications,  ammunition,  arms,  arming  the 
militia,  detachments  of  militia,  services  of  militia,  services  of  volunteers;  Indian  Department;  Naval 
Department ;  foreign  intercourse ;  civil  list :  miscellaneous  civil  expenses ;  Revolutionary  pensioriV; 
other  pensions ;  exhibiting  an  aggregate  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  each  year  sepaiatdv  "  1 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  enclose  letter  and  statements  from  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  wtuch 
give  the  information  required. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepnsentaHveB. 


Treaburt  Departmbwt,  Reoibtee's  Office,  FAntarp  4,  1820. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  statement  formed  in  pursuance  of  a  lesolation  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  the  Gth  ultimo,  with  accompanying  doci^ents, 
marked  A,  B,  and  C. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  from  Customs,  have  been ^18,738,161  02 

Internal  revenue            21,715,964  85 

Direct  taxes 12,560,130  45 

Postage  of  letters 1,081,618  15 

Sales  of  public  lands 18,287,828  03 

Miscellaneous 2,006,331  24 

374,389,03?  74 
The  receipts  from  foreign  and  domestic  loans,  as  per  statement  A,  amount  to  -      143,314,753  74 

Total  receipts  to  the  30th  June,  1819,  the  latest  period  to  which  the  Treasurer's 
account  b  settled  at  the  Treasury J517,703,787  48 


The  sfljpmdttttrM  am  stated,  viz: 

Pay  and  subsistence  of  the  army  ....  964,907,056  72 
Pay  of  deranged  officers  and  discharjged  soldiers  -  1,200,000  00 
Gratuities  andtra veiling  expenses  to  discharged  soldiers  70,000  00 

Forage 1,192,892  78 

Clothing 11,464,535  17 

Bounties  and  premiums 4,684,636  48 

Medical  and  hospital  department       ....      1,381,452  39 

Quartermaster's  department 16,834,434  39 

Contingent  account  .......      2,790,182  80 

Miscellaneous 485,967  91 

»105,011,158  64 

For fofiiJiocUumfj  viz: 

Fortifications  of  ports  and  harbors  ....  ^4,374,805  26 
Fortifications,  arsenals,  magazines,  and  armories       •      2,729,512  76 

Fortifications 3,678,721  30 

Defensive  protection  of  the  frontiers  -        -        -      1,270,029  83 

12,053,069  15 
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AmnHuiition $217,4d5  90 

Arms X---,  9,061,096  63 

Arming  the  militia 2,020,000  00 

Detachment  of  militia 170,000  00 

Services  of  militia 6,308,377  73 

Services  of  volimteeers 1,090,000  00 

$136,931,126  95 

hdian  Department^  vu : 

Indian  supplies 2,615,429  46 

Treaties 1,662,621  51 

Trading  houses 623,701  79 

4,701,762  76 

Naval  Department 65,932,670  32 

Fhreiffn  iniercoune,  t%2 : 

Expenses  of  foreign  intercourse,  exclusive  of  Barbary  Powers,  and  including  the  sum 
of  $6,389,263  47  paid  under  the  convention  with  Great  Britain  of  the  8m  of  Jan- 
uary, 1802,  and  with  France  of  30th  April,  1803,   ....    12,003,988  73 

Barbiury  Powers 2,661,646  84 

*  — ^— — ^—    14666634  67 

Civil  list,  including  the  sum  of  924,030  19,  the  amount  of  annuities  and  grants  .    19',38l',963  83 

Miscellaneous  civil  expenses,  including  the  sum  of  $43,493  71,  the  amount  of  annuities 

and  grants 16,352,960  78 

Revolutionary  pensions 300,000  00 

Other  pensions 3,263,246  38 

260,609,268  69 
To  which  add  the  expenditures  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  charges 
on  the  foreign  loans,  and  principal  of  the  foreign  and  domestic  debt  at  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  and  by  the  commissioners  abroad,  as  per  statement  B,   -       -  262,741,576  80 
And  the  expenditures  on  account  of  the  Revolutionary  Government,  as  per  state- 
ment C, 316,268  70 

Sum  total  of  expenditures  from  the  4th  March.  1789.  to  the  30th  June,  1819,     -       -  513,667,108  09 
Which,  with  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  30th  June,  1819,     ....      4,136,679  39 

Make  the  sum  total  of  receipts  as  before  stated ->-  617,703,787  48 

Similar  statements  having  heretofore  been  rendered,  under  dates  of  31st  Marck  1810,  24th  Decem- 
ber, 1812,  and  20th  January,  1816^  by  orders  of  the  House  of  Representatives  or  the  United  States, 
those  now  formed  are  a  continuation  in  the  same  form,  and  only  vary  in  a  distribution  of  expenditure 
to  objects  which  had,  in  some  instances,  been  incorporated  under  the  general  head  of  military  estab- 
meo^  particularly  in  the  recent  call  of  the  House  to  distinguish  the  Revolutionary  and  other  pensions. 

For  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  the  expenditures  for  the  whole  of  the  year  1819,  those  from  Ist  July 
to  31st  Decemoer  are  added  at  Toot,  subject  to  variation  in  the  settlement  of  the  Treasurer's  accounts 
to  the  31st  December,  1819.  It  was  found  that  we  could  not  render  the  receipts  to  a  later  period  than 
the  30th  June  last* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOdBPH  NOURSE,  /t^Mr. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Cbawford,  Secntary  of  the  Tnamiry. 

£The  aceoBpenying  tmUas,  showing  Ihe  details,  being  voluminous,  tro  noeossarily  omitted.] 


BANKS  AND  THE  CURBENCY. 

[Communicatad  to  the  House  of  Representstives,  Febmaiy  S4, 18S0.] 

Trbasurt  Drpabtmbnt,  Efbruary  12,  1820. 

8ni:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  passed  on  the  1st  of  March, 
1819,  directing  *^  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  transmit  to  Concress^  at  an  early  period  in  the 
next  session,  a  general  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Bank  of  tne  United  States  and  its  oflBees, 
similar  to  the  return  made  to  him  by  the  bank ;  and  a  statement,  exhibiting,  as  nearly  as  may  be 
practicable,  the  amount  of  capital  invested  in  the  different  chartered  banks  in  the  several  States  and 
the  District  of  Columbia,  the  amount  of  notes  issued  by  those  banks  and  in  circulati(»i,  the  pub- 
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lie  and  priyate  deposites  in  them,  the  amount  of 
loaDs  and  discotiAU  taaade  b|r  them  and  remaining 
unpaid,  and  the  t^tal  quaatitv  of  specie  they  po6- 
sess ;  and,  also,  to  veport  sucn  measures  as,  in  his 
opinion,  may  be  expedient  to  procure  and  retain  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  gold  and  silver  coin  in  the 
United  States,  or  to  supply  a  circulating  medium, 
in  place  of  specie,  adapted  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
country,  and  within  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment,'' I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  subjoined 
report  and  statements. 

Statement  A  exhibits  the  condition  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  and  its  offices  on  the  30th  of 
September,  1819. 

Statement  B  exhibits  the  amount  of  bank  capi- 
tal authorized  by  law  during  the  years  1814, 1815. 
1816,  and  1817.  As  this  statement  is  foundea 
upon  the  applications  made  to  the  Treasury  under 
the  acts  imposing  stainp  duties,  it  is  believed  to  be 
substantially  coirect.  The  avera^  dividends  upon 
whieh  the  stamp  duty  was  paid,  during  those 
years,  amounted  to  about  aeven  and  a  half  per 
cent,  upon  the  nominal  amount  of  capital ;  it  is, 
however,  a  matter  of  general  notoriety  that  the 
dividends  upon  bank  capital  actually  paid  ex- 
eeeded  that  rate.  If  it  is  assumed  that  the  divi- 
dends declared,  and  upon  which  the  duty  was 
|Miid,  amounted  duriuf^  those  years  to  ten  per  cent., 
then  the  capital  aetually  paid  in  the  year  1817.  in- 
stead of  bemg  more  than  -$185,000,000,  as  it  is 
exhibited  in  statement  B,  wUl  befbtmd  to  be  about 

$94,000,000;  but,  when  it  is  recollected  that,  after 
le  first  payment  required  by  the  charters  of  the 
different  banks,  they  have  generally  gone  into 
operation,  it  is  probable  that  a  considerable  pro- 
portion of  the  remaining  payments  have  acHed 
nothing-  to  their  active  capital.  This  fact  being 
assumed,  and  a  deduction  being  made  of  the 
amount  of  permanent  accommodation  enjoyed  by 
iiie  stockboldersj  in  their  respective  banks,  the 
aetive  bank  capital  of  the  United .  States  may  be 
IMrly  estimated  at  a  sum  not  exceedins^  975^000,- 
M).  That  these  deductions  ought  to  be  made,  in 
an  attempt  to  ascertain  the  real  amount  of  liank 
capital,  cannot,  it  is  presumed,  be  contested.  If  a 
-ato^holder  to  the  amount  of  $10,000  has  a  per- 
manent accommodation  in  the  bank  of  $8,000,  he 
hasj  in  fact,  but  $2,000  of  capital  in  the  bank. 
This  is  equally  true  when  a  portion  of  his  sub- 
scription has  been  paid  with  his  own  note,  how- 
ever well  endorsed ;  so  lon^  as  the  note  remains 
unpaid,  it  adds  nothing  to  the  real  capital  of  the 
bank. 

Such,  it  is  believed,  has  been  the  process  by 
which  the  capital  of  most  of  the  banks  has  been 
formed,  which  have  been  incorporated  since  the 
commencement  of  the  late  war.  Since  that  pe- 
riod, banks  have  been  incorporated,  not  because 
there  was  capital  seekiog  investment ;  not  because 
the  i^aces  where  they  were  established  had  com- 
merce and  manufactures  which  required  their  fos- 
teriog  aid ;  but  because  men  without  active  capital 
wanted  the  means  of  obtaining  loans,  whieh  their 
Mandiag  in  the  commuiutv  would  not  command 
uom  banks  or  individuals  having  <real  capital  and 
^ttaUuhed  credit    Hence  the  mult^city  of  local 


banks,  scattered  over  the  face  of  the  cemilryy  in 
particular  parts  of  the  Union,  which,  by  the  depfe- 
ciation  of  their  paper,  have  levied  a  lax  upon  the 
communities  withm  the  pale  of  tiKir  iuoeiiee 
exceeding  the  public  contributions  paid  by  (hem. 

Statement  C  presents  the  condition  of  the  Stale 
banks  from  which  returns  have  bem  reeeived,  or 
have  been  transmitted  by  the  Secretaries  of  State 
of  difierent  States,  in  conformity  with  the  request 
of  the  Treasury  Department.  By  con^mriiig'  this 
statement  with  statement  B,  it  wiU  be  pereei v»i 
that  it  is  verv  imperfect.  IndepeBdeBny  of  the 
banks  which  nave  been  created  since  the  year 
1817,  it  will  be  discovered  that  bank  capital  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  $18,000,000,  comprehended 
in  statement  B,  is  not  embraced  in  it.  As  the 
amount  of  bank  capital  «ihlbked  in  stalement  C 
is  $72,000,000,  and  its8peoie^,828,000,  the  whole 
specie  possessed  hf  the  State  banks  may  be  esti- 
mated at  $12,250,000 ;  if  to  this  sam  be  added  the 
specie  in  the  possession  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  offices,  the  specie  capital  of  ali  the 
banks  in  the  United  States  maybe  estimated  at 
$15,500,000.  There  are  no  means  of  a0eerlaimD|, 
with  any  degree  of  precision,  the  amoont  of  speoe 
in  circulation ;  it  isVo^^^  however,  that  it  does 
not  exceed  $4,500,000.  Assuming  this  amount  to 
be  nearly  correct,  the  whole  metallic  currency  of 
the  Union  may  be  ee^maled  jat'  ^^,000.000.  Ap> 
plying  the  vame.  role  for  aseertainiiig  toe  cH-eoJa- 
tion  of  the  banks  not  «ml»aeed  byatatementC 
which  has  been  •  ^emplojfed  to  deterBakie  their  spe- 
cie, the  whole  amount  of  bank  notes  in  ^rcvdation 
may  be  estimated  at  $46,000,000.  It  is  probable, 
however,  that  this -estimate  is  too  hish,  as,  accord- 
ing to  the  general  practice  of  banks,  all  notes  lasned 
are  considered  in  circulation,  which  are  not  in  the 
possession  of  the  bank,  by  which  thev  were  issued. 
A  reasonable  deduction  being  made  m>m  the  notes 
supposed  to  be  in  circulation,  but  n^iefa  are,  in 
fact,  in  the  possession  of  other  banks,  it  is  pnhtihie 
that  the  actual  circulation,  both  of  paper  aod  spe- 
cie, is  less  at  this  time  than  $45,000^000.  By  the 
same  mode  of  calculation,  the  whole  amount  of 
discounts  may  be  ertimated  at  $15^000,000. 

The  deatruetion  or  loss  of  the  recornsmade  to 
the  Treasury  before  the  year  I8I6,  by  the  banks 
in  which  the  public  money  was  depeaited,  pre- 
vents any  satisfactory  comparison  being  drawn 
between  their  condition  before  and  since  that  pe- 
riod. Comparative  Matements,  tiowcnrer,  have 
been  seeeivedfmm  sixteen  banks  in  diffonat  parts 
of  the  Union,  showing  their  situation  on  the  30th 
day  of  September,  in  the  years  1813,  I8I5,  and 
1819.  By  statement  D.  it  appears  that  those  banks, 
at  ^e  first  period,  with  a  capiul  of  $6,903,262, 
and  with  $3,059,149  of  specie  in  their  vaults,  cir- 
culated $6,845,344  of  their  notes,  and  discounted 
to  the  amount  of  $12,990,975;  at  the  second  pe- 
riod their  capital  was  $8,852,371,  specie  $1,693,- 
918,  ciroulation  $9,044,757,  aod  discounts  $15,- 
727,118 ;  and  at  the  third  period  their  tsnpital  was 
$9,711,960.  specie  $1,726,065,  ciieulatinn  9M^,- 
234,  and  dtiicoants  $12,^59,560. 

By  Mateoicnti  B,  akeady  referred  to,  it  has  been 
shown  that,  In  the  year  1814,  the  nominal  bank 
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capital  in  the  United  States  exceeded  ^,000,000. 
It  IS  understood  that  a  large  addition  was  made 
to  it  in  that  year  in  several  of  the  States.  If  it  be 
admitted  that  such  addition  amounted  to  $15,000,- 
000,  the  bank  capital  in  operation  in  the  year  1813 
may  be  stated  at  $65,000,000.  Allowing  to  this 
capital  the  same  amount  of  specie,  circulation, 
and  discounts,  as  vras  comparatively  possessed  by 
the  banks  comprehended  in  statement  D,  the  esti- 
mate will  be,  specie  $28,000,000,  circulation  $62,- 
000,000,  and  discounts  $1 17,000,000.  In  1815  the 
bank  capital  had  increased  to  $88,000,000 ;  whilst, 
upon  the  same  principle  of  calculation,  the  specie 
would  have  been  estimated  at  $16,500,000,  circu- 
lation at  $99,000,000,  and  discounts  at  $150,000,- 
000.  Applying  this  principle  to  the  $125,000,000 
of  bank  capitafin  operation  during  the  year  1819, 
the  specie  possessed  by  all  the  banks  would  amount 
to  $21,500,000,  circulation  $53,000,000,  and  dis- 
counts $157,000,000. 

These  last  results,  with  the  exception  of  the  dis- 
counts, very  materially  differ  from  those  which 
have  been  obtained  by  the  mode  of  calculation  pre- 
viously adopted ;  they,  neverthelesa,  furnish  mate- 
rials which  may  be  useful  in  the  progress  of  this 
inquiry.  From  them  the  following  deductions 
may  ble  drawn : 

1st.  That,  in  the  vear  1813,  the  circulation  of 
bank  notes  was  nearly  equal  to  the  bank  capital. 

2d.  That,  in  the  year  1815,  it  exceeded  the  cap- 
ital by  one-eijB^hth. 

3d.  That,  m  the  year  1819,  it  was  less  than  the 
capital  nearly  in  the  proportion  of  1  to  2.5. 

4th.  That,  whilst  the  amount  of  bank  capital 
has  increased  since  1813  from  sixty-five  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  millions,  the  metallic 
basis,  upon  which  the  circulation  of  notes  is  founded, 
has  decreased  in  the  proportion  of  15.5  to  28 ;  being 
equal  to  44.6  per  cent. 

5th.  That  toe  circulation  of  notes  in  the  year 
1819,  in  proportion  to  the  specie  in  the  possession 
of  the  banks,  exceeded  that  of  1813  by  25.9  per 
cent. 

6th.  Thaty  in  the  vear  1813,  the  discounts,  in 
proportion  to  the  banx  capital  employed,  exceeded 
those  of  1815  in  the  ratio  of  18  to  17^  and  those  of 
1819  in  the  ratio  of  18  to  12. 

7th.  That  the  increase  of  bank  notes  in  circula- 
tion, between  the  yean  1813  and  1815,  exceeded 
the  increase  of  discounts  during  the  same  period  by 
$4,000,000 ;  whilst  the  specie  m  the  vaults  of  the 
banks  was  diminished  $11,000,000. 

8th.  That  whilst,  between  the  years  1815  and 
1819,  an  addition  of  $37,000,000  has  been  made  to 
the  nominal  bank  capital,  but  $6,000^000  have  been 
added  to  the  aggregate  amount  of  discounts. 

It  is  probable  that,  between  the  year  1811  and 
the  year  1813,  a  considerable  addition  was  made  to 
the  paper  circulation  of  the  countr)[.  From  a 
return  of  the  former  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
made  to  the  Treasury  in  1808,  it  appears  that,  with 
$15,300,000  of  specie,  is  circulated  only  $4,787,000 
of  notes.  Another  return  made  in  1810  snows  its 
condition  was  not  materially  changed.  Shortly 
after  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  bank  capital,  to 
a  great  amounti  was  incorporaW  in  some  of  the 
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States.  The  expenditures  produced  by  the  war 
which  was  declared  in  1812,  without  doubt,  con- 
tributed, in  some  degree,  to  produce  the  difference 
between  the  condition  of  the  sixteen  banks  already 
referred  to,  and  that  of  the  former  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  If  it  be  admitted,  however,  that  the 
circulation  in  1813  was  not  redundant,  it  must 
have  become  excessive  in  1815.  An  increase  of 
the  currency,  in  the  space  of  two  years,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  99  to  62,  even  if  it  had  been  wholly 
metallic,  could  not  have  failed  to  have  produced  a 
very  great  depreciation ;  but,  when  it  is  considered 
that  not  only  the  increase,  but  the  whole  circula-* 
tion,  consisted  of  paper  not  convertible  into  specie, 
some  idea  of  its  depreciation  may  be  formed.  The 
depreciation,  however,  was  not  uniform  in  every 
part  of  the  Union.  The  variation  in  the  degree  of 
depreciation  depended  not  only  upon  the  ipreater 
issues  of  banks  in  one  section  oi  the  nation  uian  in 
others,  but  also  upon  the  local  advantages  which 
they  enjoyed  as  to  commerce.  It  is  impossible  to 
detennme,  with  precision,  where  the  most  exces- 
sive issue  of  bank  notes  occurred.  Statement  B, 
which  exhibits  the  rate  of  exchange  between  the 

Srincipal  cities  to  the  east  of  this  place  and  Lon- 
on,  and  the  price  of  bills  at  New  York  upon  Bo^ 
ton,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore,  during  tne  years 
1813,  1814,  1815,  and  1816,  may  be  considered 
presumptive  evidence  of  that  fact.  So  far  as  it 
can  be  relied  upon  for  that  purpose,  Baltimore  waa 
the  point  of  greatest  depreciation  among  the  above* 
mentioned  places.  This  is  probably  true;  as  it  is 
known  that  the  banks  in  that  place  made  ffreatcr 
advances  to  the  Government  in  the  loans  which  it 
obtained  during  the  late  war,  in  proportion  to  their 
capital,  than  those  of  Philadelphia,  New  York| 
and  Boston.  But  the  greatest  depreciation  of  the 
currency  existed  in  the  interior  States,  where  the 
issues  were  not  only  excessive,  but  where  their 
relation  to  the  commercial  cities  greatly  aggravated 
the  effects  of  that  excess. 

This  statement  may  also  assist  in  explaining 
the  cause  of  the  necessity  which  existed  m  1814 
for  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the 
banks.  From  the  commencement  of  the  war 
until  that  event,  a  large  amount  of  specie  waa 
taken  out  of  the  United  States  by  the  sale  of' 
English  Grovernment  bills,  at  a  discount  frequent- 
ly of  from  15  to  20/  per  cent.  Immediately  after 
tne.  suspension,  thev  commanded  a  premiom  in 
those  places  where  the  banks  had  suspended  pay- 
ment, which  gradually  rose  to  20  per  cent:  whue 
at  Boston  they  remained  at  a  discount  of  about 
14  per  cent  until  February,  1815. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  degree  of  depre- 
ciation of  the  currencv  in  1815,  it  continued  to 
augment  throughout  tne  first  six  months  of  the 
year  1816,  if  the  rate  of  exchange  with  London 
18  considered  conclusive  evidence  of  that  fact  The 
excessive  importations  of  British  merchandise  du- 
ring that  period,  and  in  the  preceding  year,  might 
indeed  account  for  the  increase  of  premium  oaid 
upon  sterling  bills,  and  was,  probably,  one  of^  the 
principal  causes  of  it.  The  great  fluctuations 
which  occurred  in  the  latter  part  of  that  period 
furnish  some  reason,  however,  for  ascribing  them, 
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in  some  degree,  to  clian^  in  the  ralue  of  the 
currency  in  which  their  pance  was  calculated  rather 
than  to  the  ordinary  principles  of  exchange.  It 
is  more  probable  that  tne  currency,  in  those  places 
where  it  was  not  convertible  into  specie,  fluctua- 
ted in  value  according  to  the  efforts  which  were 
made,  in  particular  places,  to  prepare  for  the  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments,  than  that  the  bal- 
ance of  payments  between  the  two  countries 
should  have  varied  to  such  an  extent  as  is  indi- 
cated by  the  sudden  variations  which  occurred 
during  that  period  in  the  rate  of  exchange.  So 
fhr  as  these  fluctuations  are  ascribable  to  the  cur- 
rency in  which  the  rate  of  exchange  was  deter- 
mined, a  considerable  appreciation  of  that  currency 
took  place  in  the  last  months  of  the  year  1816. 
Prom  that  period  until  the  present  time,  the  circu- 
lation has  rapidly  diminisned ;  and  all  the  evils 
incident  to  a  decreasing  currency  have  been  felt 
in  every  part  of  the  Union,  except  in  some  of  the 
Eastern  otates. 

If,  as  previously  stated,  the  circulation  of  1813 
be  admitted  to  be  the  amount  required  to  effect  the 
exchanges  of  the  community  with  facility  and 
advantage,  and  that,  in  the  vear  1815,  that  cir- 
culation was  extended  to  $99,000,000,  f  which  was, 
in  some  degree,  auraeoted  in  1816,)  the  extent 
of  the  diminution  of  the  currency,  in  the  space  of 
three  years,  may  be  perceived.  But  it  is  probable 
tbat  the  currency  in  1815  exceeded  $99,000,000. 
The  banks,  upon  whose  situation  that  estimate 
is  founded,  were  established  at  a  period  when  the 
practice  of  dispensing  with  the  pavment  of  those 
portions  of  their  capital  falling  aue  after  they 
went  into  operation  had  not  been  generally  intro- 
duced. Some  of  them  did  not  suspend  specie  pay- 
ments during  the  general  suspension.  The  rest 
were  among  the  first  to  resume  them,  and  have 
continued  them  to  the  present  time.  It  cannot  be 
expected  that  banks  which  went  into  operation 
during  the  war,  and  after  the  general  suspension 
had  occurred,  were  conducted  with  an  equal  degree 
of  prudence  and  circumspection.  A  reasonable 
allowance  being  made  for  oank  notes  supposed  to 
be  in  circulation  at  that  period,  but  which  were,  in 
fact,  in  the  possession  of  other  banks,  and  for  the 
excess  of  issues  beyond  the  estimate,  the  circulation 
may,  it  is  believed,  be  safely  calculated  at  not 
less  than  9110>000,000.  The  paper  circulation 
in  1813  has  been  estimated  at  $62,000,000.  At 
that  period,  however,  gold  and  silver  formed  a 
substantial  part  of  the  currency.  The  condition 
of  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  1810, 
and  of  the  sixteen  banks  in  1813,  proves  (hat 
the  demand  for  specie  from  the  vaults  of  the 
banks  was  inconsiderable.  It  is  therefore  probable 
Uiat  the  whole  circulation  of  1813  amounted  to 
970,000,000.  In  1815,  it  is  estimated  to  have  risen 
to  $110,000,000  *,  and  this  amount  was  probably 
augmented  in  1816.  At  the  close  of  1819,  it  has 
been  estimated,  upon  data  believed  to  be  substan- 
tially correct,  at  $45,000,000.  According  to  these 
estimates,  the  currency  of  the  United  States  has, 
in  the  space  of  three  years,  been  reduced  from 
$110,000,000  to  $45,000,000.  This  reduction  ex- 
ceeds 59  per  cent,  of  the  whole  circulation  of  1815. 


The  fact  that  the  currenev  in  1815  and  1816  was 
depreciated  has  not  sensibly^  diminished  Che  effect 
upon  the  community  of  this  great  and  sadden  re- 
duction. Whatever  was  the  de^ee  of  its  depreci- 
ation, it  was  still  the  measure  of  Talue.  It  deter- 
mined the  price  of  labor,  and  of  all  the  property 
of  the  community.  A  chanee  so  violent  could  not 
fail,  under  the  most  favoraole  auspices  in  other 
respects,  to  produce  much  distress,  to  check  the 
ardor  ol  enterprise,  and  seriously  to  affect  the  pro- 
ductive energies  of  the  nation.  The  reduction 
was,  in  fact,  commenced  under  fa voraUe  auspices. 
During  the  year  1817,  and  the  greater  part  of  1818, 
all  the  surplus  produce  of  the  country  commanded 
in  foreign  markets  higher  prices  than  ordinary. 
The  rate  of  foreign  exchange  afforded  no  induce- 
ment for  the  exportation  of  specie,  for  the  purpose 
of  discharging  debts  previously  contracteo.  The 
only  drain  to  which  the  metallic  currency  was  sub- 
ject was  the  demand  for  it  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  trade  to  the  East  Indies  and  to  China.  In  this 
trade,  specie  being  the  principal  commodity,  and 
indispensable  to  its  prosecution,  the  amount  ex- 
ported during  those  years  was  very  great,  and  se- 
riously affected  the  amount  of  circulation,  by  com- 
pelling the  banks  to  diminish  their  discounts. 

Notwithstanding  the  drain  for  this  commerce 
during  these  years  was  unusually  large,  every  other 
circumstance  was  favorable  to  the  restoniion  c^ 
the  currency  to  a  sound  state,  with  the  least  possi- 
ble distress  to  the  community.  The  capacity  of 
the  country  to  discharge  a  large  portion  oi  the  debts 
contracted  with  banks,  and  which  had  occasioned 
their  excessive  issues,  was  greater  than  at  any 
former  period,  and  than  it  probablv  will  be  again 
for  a  lapHc  of  successive  years.  The  effort  to  re- 
duce the  amount  of  currency  during  those  years, 
though  successful  to  a  considerable  degree,  was 
not  pursued  with  sufficient  earnestness.  In  the 
latter  part  of  1818,  when  the  price  of  the  principal 
article's  of  American  production  had  fallen  nearly 
50  per  cent,  in  foreign  markets,  when  the  merchant 
needed  the  aid  of  additional  loans  to  sustain  him 
against  the  losses  which  he  had  incurred  by  the 
sudden  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  commodities 
he  had  exported,  he  was  called  upon  to  dischar^ge 
loans  previously  contracted.  Tne  apicullurist, 
who  saw  his  income  reduced  below  his  indispen- 
sable necessities ;  the  manufacturer,  who  was  not 
only  struggling  against  foreign  competition,  but 
who  saw  the  sale  of  his  manufactures  reduced,  bv 
the  incapacity  of  his  customers  to  buy ;  in  hot,  all 
classes  of  the  community,  under  circumstances  so 
adverse  to  the  command  of  funds,  were  subjected 
to  curtailment  wherever  they  had  obtained  dis- 
counts. 

All  intelligent  writers  upon  currency  agree  that 
where  it  is  decreasing  in  amount,  poverty  and 
misery  taust  prevail.  The  correctness  of  the  opin- 
ion is  too  manifest  to  require  proof.  The  united 
voice  of  the  nation  attests  its  accuracy.  As  there 
is  no  recorded  example  in  the  history  of  nations 
of  a  reduction  of  the  currency  so  rapid  and  so  ex- 
tensive, so  but  few  examples  have  occurred  of  dis- 
tress so  general  and  so  severe  as  that  which  has 
i  been  exhibited  in  the  United  States.    To  UieeyUs 
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of  a  decreasing  currency  are  superadded  those  of 
a  deficient  currency.  But,  notwithstanding  it  is  de- 
ficient, it  is  still  depreciated.  In  several  of  the  States 
the  great  mass  oi  tbe  circulation  is  not  even  os- 
tensibly convertible  into  specie  at  the  will  of  the 
holder.  During  the  greater  part  of  the  time  that 
has  elapsed  since  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments, the  convertibility  of  bank  notes  into  specie 
has  been  rather  nominal  than  real  in  the  largest 
portion  of  the  Union.  On  the  part  of  the  banks, 
mutual  weakness  had  produced  mutual  forbearance. 
The  extensive  difiusion  of  bank  stock  among  the 
great  body  of  the  citizens,  in  most  of  the  States,  had 
produced  the  same  forbearance  amon^  individuals. 
To  demand  specie  of  the  banks,  when  it  was  known 
they  were  unable  to  pay,  was  to  destrov  their  own 
interests,  by  destroying  the  credit  of  tne  banks  in 
which  the  productive  portion  of  their  property 
was  invested.  In  favor  of  forbearance  was  also 
added  the  influence  of  the  great  mass  of  bank 
debtors.  Everv  dollar  in  specie  drawn  out  of  the 
banks,  especially  for  exportation,  induced  the  ne- 
cessity of  curtailments.  To  this  portion  of  the 
community  all  other  evils  were  light  when  com- 
pared with  the  imperious  demands  of  banks. 
Their  exertions  to  prevent  the  drain  of  specie  in 
the  possession  of  those  who  controlled  their  des- 
tiny equalled  the  magnimde  of  the  evils  which 
were  to  be  avoided,  fn  most  parts  of  the  Union 
this  forced  state  of  things  is  passing  awjiy.  The 
convertibility  of  bank  notes  into  specie  is  becom- 
ing real  Wherever  it  is  ostensible.  If  public  opin- 
ion does  not  correct  the  evil  in  those  States  where 
this  convertibility  is  not  even  ostensible,  it  will  be 
the  imperious  duty  of  those  who  are  invested  with 
the  power  of  correction  to  apply  the  appropriate 
remedy. 

As  the  currency  is,  at  least  in  some  parts  of  the 
Union,  depreciated,  it  must  in  those  parts  sufier  a 
further  reduction  before  it  becomes  sound.  The 
nation  must  continue  to  sufier  until  this  is  effected. 
After  the  currency  shall  be  reduced  to  the  amount 
which,  when  the  present  quantity  of  the  precious 
metals  is  distributed  among  the  various  nations  of 
the  world,  in  proportion  to  their  respective  ex- 
changeable Values,  shall  be  assigned  to  the  United 
States ;  when  time  shall  have  regulated  the  price 
of  labor  and  of  commodities,  according  to  that 
amount;  and  when  pre-existing  engagements  shall 
have  been  adjusted,  the  sufferings  from  a  depreci- 
ated, decreasmg,  and  deficient  currency  will  be 
terminated.  Individual  and  public  prosperity  will 
gradually  revive,  and  the  productive  energies  of 
the  nation  resume  their  accustomed  activity.  But 
new  changes  in  the  currency,  and  circumstances 
adverse  to  the  perpetuity  of  the  general  prosperity, 
may  reasonably  be  expected  to  occur.  So  far  as 
these  changes  depend  upon  the  currency,  their  re- 
currence, to  an  extent  sufficient  to  disturb  the 
prosperity  of  the  nation,  would  be  effectually  pre- 
vented, ii  it  could  be  rendered  purely  metallic.  In 
that  event,  we  should  always  retain  that  propor- 
tion of  the  precious  metals  which  our  exchangea- 
ble commodities  bear  to  those  of  other  nations. 
The  currency  would  seldom  be  either  redundant 
or  deficient  to  an  extent  that  would  seriously  affect 


the  interests  of  society.  But  when  the  currency 
is  metallic,  and  paper  convertible  into  specie, 
changes  to  such  an  extent,  it  is  believed,  will  fire- 
quenily  occur. 

The  establishment  of  banks  which  are  re- 
strained from  issuing  notes  of  small  denomina- 
tions furnishes  j^reatlacilities  for  the  transmission 
of  money,  and  increases  the  efficiency  of  the  cap- 
ital subject  to  their  control  to  the  extent  of  the 
credit  employed  by  them.  The  degree  of  facility 
afforded  by  them  for  the  transportation  or  trans- 
mission of  money  depends  upon  the  extent  of 
country  within  which  their  notes  circulate,  and 
preserve  a  value  equivalent  to  specie.  Ordinarily, 
this  extent  is  determined  by  the  interior  trade  of 
the  country ;  they  will  circulate  through  the  whole 
extent  of  country,  the  produce  of  which  is  carried 
for  sale  to  the  place  of  their  establishment.  If 
they  are  established  only  in  the  principal  commer- 
cial city  of  the  nation,  their  notes  will  circulate 
through  the  whole  extent  of  its  territory,  and 
afford  the  greatest  possible  facility  for  the  trans- 
mission of  money.  If  they  are  established  in 
several  of  the  commercial  cities,  their  circula- 
tion will  be  circumscribed  by  the  sections  of  coun- 
try the  inhabitants  of  which  trade  to  those  cities. 
The  facility  for  transmitting  money  will  be  di- 
minished by  their  establishment,  but  if  banks 
should  be  established  in  all  the  interior  towns, 
this  facility  would  be  impaired  to  a  still  greater 
degree.  In  that  event,  their  notes  would  circu- 
late within  very  narrow  limits ;  but,  within  those 
limits,  the  notes  of  the  banks  in  the  commercial 
cities  would  no  longer  form  part  of  the  circula- 
tion. Should  they,  by  accident,  be  carried  within 
it,  the  first  individual  naving  remittances  to  make, 
and  into  whose  hands  they  might  come,  would  use 
them  for  that  purpose. 

The  degree  of  credit  which  a  bank  can  employ, 
in  proportion  to  its  capital,  depends  upon  a  variety 
of  circumstances.  If  the  community  repose  great 
confidence  in  the  prudence  and  intOT'ity  of  those 
who  direct  its  concerns ;  if  the  capital  employed  be 
small  in  proportion  to  the  demand  for  tne  trans- 
mission of  money  ;  if  there  be  no  other  bank  whose 
local  situation  repels  its  circulation  from  those  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  the  produce  of  which  is  ulti- 
mately carried  to  tne  place  where  it  is  established, 
the  credit  which  it  will  be  able  to  employ  will  be 
very  great.  Where  all  these  facilities  are  wanting, 
the  extent  of  the  credit  which  it  will  employ  will 
be  very  inconsiderable.  The  additional  efficiency 
which,  in  the  latter  case,  will  be  imparted  to  cap- 
ital invested  in  banks,  will  not,  it  is  believed,  coun- 
tervail the  evils  which  necessarily  result  from  their 
establishment. 

Among  the  advantages  which  have  been  sup- 
posed most  strongly  to  recommend  their  establish^ 
ment,  especially  in  a  community  whose  resources 
are  rapidly  expanding,  their  capacity  suddenly  to 
increase  the  currency  to  the  utmost  demand  for  it 
has  been  considered  the  most  important. 

In  a  country  where  the  currency  is  purely  me- 
tallic, no  considerable  addition  can  be  made  to  it 
without  giving,  at  the  time  of  its  acquisition,  at^ 
tides  in  exchange  of  equal  value.    No  addition 
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CftB  be  made  to  the  currency  without  affeetiog,  to 
the  extent  of  such  addition,  the  enjoyments  of  the 
commonity.  The  amoant  so  added  will,  to  the 
same  extent,  diminish  the  quantity  of  articles  which 
would  otherwise  be  imported  into  the  country  for 
domestic  consumption,  or  for  re-exportation. 

Ordinarily,  the  currency  of  one  country  will  not 
be  exported  to  another,  because  its  value  in  every 
country  is  nearly  the  same.  It  will  not,  therefore. 
like  other  commodities,  command  a  commercial 
profit  upon  exportation.  It  will  be  taken  from 
one  country  to  another  only  when  the  price  of 
commodities  in  the  former  is  so  high  as  to  produce 
a  loss  in  the  latter  equal  to  the  expense  of  trans- 
porting specie.  It  is  this  condition,  annexed  to 
ey/fxj  acquisition  to  the  currency  of  a  State,  when 
it  is  purely  metallic,  of  diminishing,  to  the  same 
exitent,  the  enjoyments  of  the  community,  which 
alCbrds  the  most  efficient  protection  against  its  be- 
coming redundant.  It  is  equally  efficient  in  guard- 
la^  against  a  deficiency,  to  an  extent  that  can 
senously  afiect  the  interest  of  the  community. 
But  this  condition  is  not  annexed  to  the  increase 
of  the  currency  by  the  issue  of  bank  notes,  even 
when  convertible  into  specie.  The  notes  by  which 
the  currency  is  suddenly  augmented  do  no^  in  any 
degree,  dimmish  the  enjoyments  of  the  community. 
No  equivalent  is^  by  such  issue,  transferred  to 
another  community,  as  is  invariably  done  when 
an  acquisition  is  made  to  a  metallic  currency. 
Whenever  the  currency  can  be  augmented,  exempt 
from  such  transfer,  it  must  be  subject  to  some  de- 
gree of  fluctuation  in  quantity.  Every  addition 
made  to  the  currency  by  the  issue  of  bank  notes 
changes  the  relation  which  previously  existed  be- 
tween the  amount  of  the  currency  and  the  amount 
of  the  commodities  which  are  to  be  exchanged 
through  its  agency.  Their  issue  depends  not  upon 
receiving  in  exchange  articles  of  equal  value,  but 
upon  a  pledge  of  the  credit  of  one  or  more  individ- 
uab  to  the  amount  of  such  issue.  No  evil  can  re- 
sult to  the  community  from  the  advance  of  the 
capital  of  a  bank  in  exchange  for  the  credit  of  in- 
dividuals. In  that  case,  no  addition  is  made  to 
the  amount  of  the  currency  previously  in  circula- 
tion. It  is  perfectly  immaterial  to  society  whether 
this  capital  be  lent  by  individuals  or  by  corpora- 
tions. The  relation  between  the  currency  and  the 
exchangeabie  commodities  of  the  State  is  not  dis- 
turbed. But,  when  their  credit  is  greatly  extend^ 
the  currency  is  expanded,  and  that  relation  is  de- 
ranged. An  expansion  of  the  currency,  throu{[h 
the  Bffency  of  banks,  will  generally  occur  only  in 
paiods  01  prosperity.  Durmg  such  periods,  enter- 
prise will  be  fostered,  industry  stimukted,  and  the 
comfort  and  happiness  of  the  people  advanoi^, 
without  the  factitious  aid  of  an  expansive  currency. 
But  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  sudden  increase 
of  the  currency,  during  periods  of  prosperity, 
through  the  agency  of  bank  issues,  gives  additional 
force  and  activity  to  the  national  enterprise.  Such 
an  increase  will  be  followed  by  a  general  rise  in 
the  value  of  all  articles,  especially  of  those  which 
cannot  be  exported.  The  price  of  lands,  houses, 
and  public  stock,  will  be  augmented  in  a  greater 
degree  than  if  no  such  increase  had  taken  place. 


If  these  prices  could  be  maintained,  if  thejrcosld 
even  be  protected  against  sadden  redocdoD,  they 
would  be  cause  of  gratulation  rather  than  of  com- 
plaint.   But  the  expansion  of  the  currency,  by  the 
issue  of  paper,  in  a  period  of  prasrperity,  will  in- 
evitably be  succeeded  by  its  contraction  in  periods 
of  adversity.    The  extent  to  which  the  currency 
may  be  contracted,  through  the  agencr  of  banks, 
depiends  upon  the  use  which  they  may  hare  made 
of  their  credit    The  excess  of  their  discounts  be- 
yond their  capital  actually  paid  determines  the 
amount  of  the  credit  which  they  have  employed. 
Thus,  in  1813,  the  capital  of  the  banks  in  the 
United  States  has  been  estimated  at  965,000,000, 
and  their  discounts  at  9117.000,000.    The  extent 
to  which  their  credit  was  them  employed  was 
952,000,000.     Their  circuUtion,  the  s^ine  period, 
has  been  estimated  at  962,000,000.    In  this  esti- 
mate no  allowance  was  made  for  notes  stated  to  be 
in  circulation,  but  which  were  probably  in  the  pos- 
session of  other  banks.    A  reasonable  deductian 
being  made  on  that  account,  it  is  probable  that 
the  paper  circulation  did  not  much  exceed  9^- 
000,000.    But  the  liability  of  the  banks  lor  specie 
was  equal  to  the  whole  amount  of  notes  represeat- 
ed  to  be  in  circulation,  besides  the  individoal  de- 
posites.    To  meet  an  immediate  demand,  they  axe 
estimated  to  have  had  928,000,000  in  specie.    If 
the  deposites  of  individuals  should  be  estuaaledat 
918,000,000,  their  ultimate  means  of  meeting  the 
demand  Jt  962,000,000,  without  saciificiog  their 
capital,  would  consist  of  910,000,000  in  specie, 
and  9^2,000,000  secured  by  the  notes  of  individu- 
als; this  sum  being  the  exoess  of  their  disooanls 
over  their  capital.    Under  ordinary  circarasianees, 
the  basis  upon  which  the  credit  of  this  circulation 
rested  mient  be  considered  sufficient  to  sustain  it. 
A  debt  of  9117,000,000  could  not,  under  the  most 
adverse  circumstances,  be  considered  inadequate 
to  meet  one  of  952,000,000.    But,  in  the  case  of 
currency,  the  capacity  of  ultimate  redemption  is 
not  sumcient.    The  capacity  to  redeem  it  as  it  is 
presented  is  indispensable.    Whenever  the  public 
confidence  in  this  capacity  is  impaired,  an  imme- 
diate demand  for  specie  will  be  created ;  and,  if 
it  is  not  promptly  met,  depreeiatioa  will  ensue. 
But.  even  in  circumstances  m  some  degree  advetae 
to  the  operations  of  banks,  if  their  discounts  con- 
sisted principally  of  notes  rounded  upon  real  trans- 
actions, in  which  the  idea  of  renewal  was  exclud- 
ed, and  if  specie  formed  a  considerable  proportion 
of  the  circulation,  the  capacity  of  the  banks  to 
meet  the  demands  upon  them  for  specie  might 
have  been  sufficient  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the 
currency.    If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  debts  due 
to  the  banks  consisted  chiefly  of  fixed  or  perma- 
nent loans,  generally  denominated  accommodation 
paper ;  if  specie  had  been  banbhed  from  circula- 
tion, by  the  issue  of  dollar  notes,  the  suspension  of 
payment  by  the  banks  could  not  fail  to  be  the  re- 
sult of  any  considerable  pressure  upon  them  ibr 
specie.    In  the  former  case,  as  their  notes  shoaid 
be  withdrawn  from  circulation,  they  would  grado- 
ally  be  reduced  to  the  demand  far  them  m  the 
transmission  of  money.    If  the  efifort  to  withdraw 
them  should  be  continued  beyond  that  point,  specie 
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would  be  paid  into  the  banks  br  their  debtors,  in 
pieferenee  to  bank  notes ;  and  tne  iost  proportion 
between  the  paper  cirouimtion  and  the  specie  in 
their  yaults  would  be  promptly  restored.  In  the 
latter  case,  as  the  debts  due  to  the  banks  would 
not,  according  to  the  understanding  of  the  parties, 
become  due  at  short  intervals,  the  only  mode  of 
meeting  the  increasing  demands  upon  them  for 
specie  would  be  to  require  of  the  whole  mass  of 
debtors  the  payment  of  a  fixed  proportion  of  the 
sums  due  by  tnem.  As  the  circumstances  which 
would  require  this  measure,  on  the  part  of  the 
banks,  would  generally  affect  the  community  in 
the  same  degree,  the  capacity  of  their  debtors  to 
meet  this  demand  would  genemlly  be  found  to  be 
in  an  inverse  ratio  to  the  demand.  The  demand 
itself,  being  inconsistent  with  the  impression  under 
which  the  debt  was  contracted,  would  be  resisted 
in  every  case  where  the  interest  of  the  debtor 
wocdd  lie  subserved  by  delay.  As  specie  formed 
but  an  inconsiderable  part  of  the  currency,  the 
reduetima  of  the  paper  circulation  would  have  to 
be  carried  to  a  greater  extent  than  in  the  former 
ease.  A  just  proportion  between  the  paper  circu- 
lation, and  the  specie  necessary  to  support  it,  could 
be  obtained  only  by  the  positive  reckiction  of  the 
former,  as  it  would  be  impracticable  to  increase 
the  latter,  while  the  demand  continued.  Under 
such  circumstances,  the  suspension  of  payment 
would  be  the  probable  result. 

Bach,  in  net,  were  the  circumstances  under 
whieh  the  suspension  in  1814  occurred. 

The  injudicious  multiplication  of  banks,  where 
capital  in  that  form,  to  some  extent,  mifffat  have 
been  useful ;  the  estaUishment  of  them  where  they 
eonld  only  be  injurious ;  the  peimission  to  issue 
dollar  notes,  by  which  specie  was  banished  from 
circulation ;  and  the  demand  for  specie  for  export- 
ation, which  existed  durintf  the  years  1813  and 
1814,  imposed  upon  the  banks  m  the  Middle, 
Southern,  and  Western  States  the  necessity  of  sus- 
pending payment.  A  longer  effi>rt  to  discharge 
their  notes  in  specie  would  not  only  have  been  in- 
cdSectnal,  but  would  certainly  have  postponed,  to  a 
more  remote  period,  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments. The  evils  which  have  resulted  to  the 
community  from  that  suspension  have  certainly 
been  great;  but  it  may  wdl  be  doubted  whether 
others  of  equal  magnitude  would  not  have  been 
suffered,  if  that  event  had  not  occurred.  The  extent 
to  which  the  currency  must  have  been  reduced,  in 
order  to  have  avoided  the  suspension,  could  not 
have  failed,  at  any  period,  to  produce  ^reat  embar- 
rassment and  distress  to  the  community.  But,  in 
a  time  of  war,  when  the  country  was  invaded ; 
when  the  public  safety  required  that  the  energies 
of  the  nation  should  oe  fully  developed,  a  sudden 
and  extensive  reduction  of  the  currency,  by  any 
cause  whatever,  would  have  been  fatal,  tinder 
such  circumstances,  the  demand  for  currency  would 
have  been  too  imperious  to  be  resisted.  It  would, 
from  necessity,  have  been  supplied  by  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes. 

The  Met  that,  in  a  small  portion  of  the  Union, 
specie  payments  were  continued,  cannot  be  admit- 
ted as  evidence  that  it  was  practicable  tlvoughout 


the  nation,  in  that  part  of  the  country,  the  exten- 
sive bank  issues  consequent  upon  loans  to  the  Gov- 
ernment in  the  Middle  S  tates  had  not  occurred.  For- 
eign trade,  whicb^  in  the  other  parts  of  the  Union 
was  nearly  annihilated,  still  preserved  there  a  lan- 
guid existence,  through  the  permisrion  or  conni- 
vance of  the  enemy.  These  circumstances  could 
not  fail  to  enable  the  banks  in  the  Eastern  States 
to  continue  specie  payments  longer  than  those  of 
the  Middle,  Southern,  and  Western  States.  In 
an  effort  to  preserve  tneir  credit,  they  would,  in- 
evitably, be  the  last  which  would  fail.  In  such  a 
struggle,  however,  they  must  have  failed,  had  not 
the  circulation  of  the  paper  of  their  weaker  neigh- 
bors and  the  issues  of  Treasury  notes  come  to  their 
aid.  But  for  this  adventitious  assistance,  whoUy 
unconnected  with  the  wisdom  and  foresight  of 
their  directors,  specie  payments  must  have  been 
suspended  thei^  or  the  best  interests  of  the  com- 
munity have  been  sacrificed.  From  that  ])eriod, 
until  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  in  the 
early  part  of  1817,  Treasury  notes,  and  the  notes 
of  tiie  banks  which  had  suspended  payment,  formed 
the  great  mass  of  the  circulation  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  Union.  Specie,  or  the  notes  of  banks 
which  continued  to  pay  specie,  formed  no  part  of 
the  receipts  of  the  Qovemment  in  Boston  and  the 
districts  east  of  that  town,  until  about  the  close  of 
the  year  1816. 

In  all  great  exigencies,  which,  in  the  course  of 
human  events,  may  be  expected  to  arise  in  every 
nation,  the  suspension  of  payment  by  banks,  where 
the  circulation  consists  principally  of  bank  notes, 
is  one  of  the  evils  which  ought  to  oe  considered  as 
the  inevitable  consequence  of  their  establishment. 
Even  in  countries  where  paper  does  not  form  the 
principal  part  of  the  circulation,  such  an  event 
vrill  sometimes  happen.  In  the  year  1797,  when 
the  restriction  was  imposed  upon  the  Bank  of 
England,  the  average  of  its  circulation  for  several 
successive  years  was  about  £10,000,000  sterlings 
whilst  the  metallic  currency  was  estimated  at 
£90,000,000.  Yet,  in  that  country,  whose  trade 
in  time  of  war,  through  the  protection  of  its 
fleets,  was  rather  expanded  than  contracted,  it  was 
found  necessary  to  authorize  the  bank  to  suspend 
payment;  which  suspension,  after  a  lapse  of 
twenty-three  years,  still  continues.  When  the 
existence  of  banks  depends  upon  the  authority 
which  regulates  the  currency,  it  may  be  prac- 
ticable to  impose  salutary  checks  against  exccMve 
issues  of  paper  during  suspension,  and,  in  some 
degree,  to  guard  against  an  excessive  depreciation 
of  the  currency.  Sut,  where  these  institutions  are 
created  by  an  authority  having  no  power  to  regu- 
late the  currency,  and  especially  where  they  arc 
created  by  a  great  variety  oi  authorities  independent 
of  each  other,  and  practically  incapable  or  acting 
in  concert,  it  is  manifest  that  no  such  checks  or 
restraints  can  be  imposed.  It  is  impossibte  to  un- 
agine  a  currency  more  vicious  than  that  which 
depends  upon  tne  will  of  nearly  four  hundied 
banks,  entirely  independent  of  each  other,  when 
released  from  all  restraint  against  excessive  issues. 
By  the  term  currency,  the  issue  of  paper  by  Qov- 
emment, as  a  financial  resource,  is  exefaMled. 
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Esrtu  mch  an  issae,  in  a  State  where  the  reigQ  of 
law  if  firmir  established,  and  public  opinion  con- 
trols the  poolic  councils,  would  be  preferahle  to  a 
correncj  similar  to  that  which  existed  in  some 
parts  of  the  United  States  during  the  general  sus- 
pension, and  which  now  exists  in  some  of  the 
States.  This  truth  has  been  practically  demon- 
strated by  the  redemption  of  the  whole  of  the 
Treasury  notes  issued  during  the  war,  within  the 
short  space  of  about  two  years  after  the  peace ; 
whilst  a  large  amount  of  bank  notes  issued  during 
ihe  suspension  are  yet  unredeemed,  and  greatly 
depreciated. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  metallic  currency, 
connected  with  a  paper  circulation,  convertible 
uito  specie,  and  not  exceeding  the  demand  for  the 
facile  transmission  of  money,  is  the  most  conve- 
nient that  can  be  devised.  When  the  paper  cir- 
culation exceeds  that  demand,  the  metallic  cur- 
rency, to  the  amount  of  the  excess,  will  be  export- 
ed, and  a  liability  to  sudden  fluctuations  to  the 
same  extent  will  be  produced. 

If  banks  were  established  only  in  the  principal 
commercial  cities  of  each  State ;  if  they  were  re- 
strained from  the  issue  of  notes  of  smaU  denomi- 
nations ;  if  they  should  retain  an  absolute  control 
over  one-half  of  their  capital,  and  the  whole  of 
the  credit  which  they  employ,  by  discounting  to 
that  amount  nothing  but  transaction  i>aper  paya- 
ble at  short  dates,  the  credit  and  stability  of  the 
banks  would  at  least  be  unquestionable.  Their 
notes  could  always  be  redeemed  in  specie,  on  de- 
mand. The  remaining  part  of  their  capital  might 
be  advanced  upon  long  credits  to  manufacturers, 
and  even  to  affriculturists,  without  the  danger  of 
being  under  the  necessity  of  calling  upon  such 
debtors  to  contribute  to  their  relief  if  emergencies 
should  occur.  Such  debtors  are,  in  fact,  unable 
to  meet  sudden  exigencies,  and  ought  never  to  ac- 
cept of  advances  from  banks  but  upon  long  credits, 
for  which  timely  provision  may  be  made.  The 
latter  class,  of  all  others,  is  the  least  qualified  to 
meet  the  sudden  demands  which  a  pre^ure  upon 
hinks  compels  them  to  make  upon  their  debtors. 
The  returns  of  capital  invested  in  agriculture  are 
too  slow  and  distant  to  justify  engagements  with 
Imnks,  except  upon  long  credits.  If  the  payment 
of  the  principal  should  be  demanded  at  other  pe- 
riods than  those  at  which  the  husbandman  receives 
the  annual  reward  of  his  toil,  the  distress  which 
would  result  from  the  exaction  would  greatly  out- 
weigh any  benefit  which  was  anticipated  from 
the  loan.  That  the  establishment  of  banks  in 
agricultural  districts  has  greatly  improved   the 

?eneral  appearance  of  the  country,  is  not  denied. 
Comfortable  mansions  and  spacious  barns  have 
been  erected ;  lands  have  been  cleared  and  reduc- 
ed to  cultivation ;  farms  have  been  stocked  and 
lendered  more  productive,  by  the  aid  of  bank  cred- 
its; but  these  improvements  will  eventually  be 
found,  in  most  cases,  to  effect  the  ruin  of  the  pro- 
nrietor.  The  farm,  with  its  improvements,  wiU 
urequently  prove  unequal  to  the  discharge  of  the 
df^  incurred  in  its  embellishment.  Such,  in 
fact,  is  the  actual  or  apprehended  state  of  things  I 
whexever  banks  have  been  established  in  the  small  | 


inland  towns  and  villages.  Povcitf  Ukd  diatress 
are  impending  over  the  heads  of  most  of  those 
who  have  attempted  to  improve  their &rms  by  the 
aid  of  bank  credits.  So  general  is  this  distress^ 
that  the  principal  attention  of  the  State  Legida- 
tures,  where  the  evil  exists,  is^mt  this  moment, 
directed  to  the  adoption  of  mettuies  calculated  to 
rescue  their  lellow-citizens  from  the  ineFi'table  ef- 
fects of  their  own  indiscretion.  If,  in  affiirding  a 
shield  to  the  debtor  against  the  l^al  demand  of 
his  creditor,  the  axe  shall  be  applied  to  the  root  of 
the  evil,  by  the  annihilation  of  banks  where  Ihey 
ought  never  to  have  existed,  the  interference, how- 
ever doubtful  in  point  of  policy  or  praieinfe,  nay 
eventually  be  productive  of  more  good  than  evil. 

The  general  system  of  credit  which  has  been 
introduced  through  the  agency  of  banks,  broogfat 
home  to  every  man*s  door,  has  produced  a  facti- 
tious state  of  things,  extremely  adverse  to  the  sober, 
frugal,  and  indu^trious  habits  which  ought  to  be 
cherisned  in  a  republic.  In  the  place  of  these  vir- 
tues, extravagance,  idleness,  and  the  spirit  of  gam- 
bling adventure  have  been  engendered  and  fo^ered 
by  our  institutions.  So  far  as  these  evils  have 
been  produced  by  the  establishment  of  banks  where 
they  are  not  reauired,  by  the  omissiim  to  impose 
upon  them  wholesome  restraints;,  and  by  the  igno- 
rance or  misconduct  of  those  who  have  been  in- 
trusted with  their  direction,  they  are  believed  to 
be  beyond  the  control  of  the  Federal  OovenimeDt. 
Since  the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  messnres 
have  been  adopted  in  some  of  the  States  to  enforce 
their  continuance ;  in  others,  the  evil  has  been  left 
to  the  correction  of  public  opinion.  Tfacte  is^ 
however,  some  reason  to  apprenend  that  the  au- 
thority of  law  may  be  interposed  in  support  of  the 
circulation  of  notes  not  convertible  into  specie. 

But  the  Federal  Government  has,  by  its  mea- 
sures, in  »ome  degree,  contributed  to  the  spirit  of 
speculation  and  of  adventurous  enterprise  which, 
at  this  moment,  so  strongly  chancterizes  the  citi- 
zens of  this  Republic.  The  system  of  credit,  which 
in  the  infancy  of  our  commerce  was  iDdispntsMe^ 
to  its  prosperity,  if  not  to  its  existeoee^  has  been 
extended  at  a  period  when  the  dictates  of  sound 
discretion  seemed  to  require  that  it  Khould  be  short- 
ened. The  credit  ffiven  upon  the  sale  of  the  na- 
tional domain  has  diffused  this  spirit  of  speculation 
and  of  inordinate  enterprise  among  the  great  mass 
of  our  citizens.  The  public  lands  are  purchased, 
and  splendid  towns  erected  upon  them,  with  bank 
credits.  Every  thing  is  artificial.  The  rich  in- 
habitant of  the  commercial  cities  and  the  tenant 
of  the  forest  differ  only  in  the  object  of  their  par- 
suit.  Whether  commerce,  splendid  mansions,  or 
public  lands  be  the  object  of  desire,  the  means  by 
which  the  gratification  is  to  be  secured  are  bank 
credits. 

This  state  of  things  is  no  less  unfriendly  to  the 
duration  of  our  republican  institutiona  than  it  is 
adverse  to  the  development  of  our  national  ener- 
gies when  ^reat  emergencies  shall  arise ;  for,  upon 
such  occasions,  the  attention  of  the  citizen  will  be 
directed  to  the  preservation  of  his  property  frouk 
the  grasp  of  his  creditors,  instead  of  beii^;  devoted 
to  the  defence  of  his  country ;  instead  of  bang  able 
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lo  pay  with  promptitude  the  contributions  neces- 
sary to  the  preservation  of  the  State,  he  will  be 
induced  to  claim  the  interference  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  protect  him  against  the  effects  of  his  folly 
and  eztravaj|;anee. 

This  ought  not  to  be  the  condition  of  a  republic 
when  menaced  by  foreign  force  or  domestic  com- 
motion. Such)  it  is  apprehended,  will  be  the  con- 
dition of  the  United  States,  if  the  course  which 
has  been  pursued  since  the  commencement  of  the 
late  war  be  not  abandoned.  Since  that  period,  it 
is  believed,  the  number  of  banks  in  the  United 
States  has  been  more  than  doubled.  They  have 
been  established  in  the  little  inland  towns  and  vil- 
lages, and  have  brought  distress  and  ruin  upon  the 
inhabitants.  When  the  cause  and  the  extent  of 
the  evil  are  known,  no  doubt  is  entertained  that 
the  appropriate  remedies  will  be  applied  by  those 
who,  in  our  complex  form  of  government,  are  in- 
vested with  the  necessary  authority. 

But  the  resolution  requires  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  ^*  to  report  such  measures  as,  in  his  opin- 
ion, may  be  expedient  to  procure  and  retain  a  suf- 
ficient quantity  of  gold  and  silver  coin  in  the  Uni- 
ted States." 

It  has  already  been  suggested,  that,  if  the  cur- 
rency were  purely  metallic,  or  connected  with 
paper  convertible  into  specie,  lo  the  extent  only  of 
the  demand  for  the  transmission  of  money,  the 
United  States  would  retain  a  proportion  ot  the 
precious  metals  which  the  value  of  tneir  exchange- 
able commodities  bore  to  those  of  other  States. 
But  if  paper  can  be  made  to  circulate  independent 
of  its  employment  in  the  transmission  ot  funds, 
fiold  and  silver  to  the  same  extent  will  be  exported. 
If  paper  will  be  received  and  employed  generaUy 
as  the  medium  of  exchange,  and  especially  if  it  be 
issued  in  bills  of  small  denominations,  the  amount 
of  specie  which  will  be  exported  will  be  great  in 
p»roportion  to  the  paper  in  circulation.  If  this  po- 
sition be  correct,  the  power  of  Congress  will  be 
insufficient  to  retain  any  considerable  portion  of 
gold  and  silver  in  the  United  States.  Bank  notes, 
irom  one  dollar  to  those  of  large  denominations, 
have  circulated,  and,  it  is  presumed,  will  continue 
to  circulate,  independent  ol  its  authority.  As  long 
as  bank  notes  will  be  received  as  a  substitute  for 
specie,  the  quantity  of  specie  necessary  for  cur- 
rency will  be  small  and  may  be  cattily  retained 
without  the  aid  of  Government.  But  the  demand 
for  specie,  where  the  circulation  is  principally  pa- 
per. IS  extremely  fluctuating.  When  there  is  but 
little  or  no  demand  for  it,  the  temptation  to  increase 
their  discounts,  by  the  issue  of  more  paper,  is  too 
strong  to  be  resisted  by  banks.  When  a  demand 
for  specie  arises,  the  currency  has  to  be  suddenly 
diminished  by  the  contraction  of  their  discounts. 
Fluctuations  m  the  amount  of  the  currency,  pro- 
duced by  this  means,  is  the  principal  mischief  to 
be  remedied;  these  fluctuations  will  frequently 
occur  in  every  State,  where  the  currency  is  prin- 
cipally paper  convertible  into  coin.  In  the  United 
States,  where  the  specie  exported  as  a  primary  arti- 
cle of  commerce  to  the  East  Indies  and  to  China 
bears  so  large  a  proportion  to  the  metallic  currency 
of  the  country,  they  must  not  only  be  more  fre- 


quent than  in  States  where  no  such  comm^r^e 
exists,  but  more  extensive  in  their  efiects.  The- 
demand  created  for  Spanish  milled  dollars,  by  the 
exportation  of  specie,  in  the  prosecution  of  this 
trade,  has,  without  doubt,  caused  their  importation 
to  an  extent  which  otherwise  would  not  have  oc- 
curred. As  this  demand  is  in  some  degree  contin- 
gent, the  supply  will  also  be  contingent.  When. 
It  exceeds  the  demand,  the  banks  will  be  tempted 
to  new  issues  of  paper.  When  it  is  deficient,  the 
deficiency  will  be  drawn  from  the  banks,  and  will 
cause  a  sudden  diminution  of  the  currency.  If 
this  diminution  could  be  limited  to  the  amount  of 
the  deficiency  thus  drawn  from  the  banks,  the  evii 
would  be  no  greater  than  if  the  currency  were 
metallic.  But  this  is  not  the  fact.  When  the 
paper  circulation  is  returned  upon  the  banks  for 
specie,  prudence  requires  that  an  efibrt  should  be 
made  to  preserve  the  same  proportion  between  the 
specie  in  their  vaults  and  their  notes  in  circulation 
as  existed  at  the  moment  the  pressure  commenced. 
If  the  paper  in  circulation  should  be  three  times 
the  amount  of  specie  in  possession  of  the  banks,  a 
demand  upon  them  for  $1,000,000  of  specie  would 
produce  a  diminution  of  $3,000,000  in  the  currency 
if  the  specie  should  be  exported,  and  of  $2,000,000 
if  it  remained  in  the  country.  It  is  even  probaUe 
that  the  comparative  diminution  would  exceed  this 
ratio.  As  the  demand  increased,  apprehensions 
would  be  excited  for  the  credit  of  the  banks ;  the 
exertions  produced  by  that  apprehension  would 
correspond  with  the  magnitude  of  the  evil  to  be 
avoided,  rather  than  wim  the  positive  pressure ; 
this,  it  is  presumed,  would  be  the  efiect  of  such  an 
emergency,  where  banks  had  not  become  familiar- 
ized with  bankruptcy,  and  were  not  countenanced 
by  society  in  a  course  of  conduct  which,  in  private 
life,  would  be  considered  dishonest. 

If,  by  any  Constitutional  exercise  of  the  power 
of  Congress,  banks  can  be  restrained,  first,  from 
issuing  notes  of  small  denominations^  and,  sec- 
ondly, from  excessive  issues  when  their  notes  are 
not  returned  upon  them  for  specie,  fluctuations  in 
the  currency,  to  an  extent  to  derange  the  interests 
of  society,  may  be  prevented.  But  if  the  imposi- 
tion of  tnese  restraints  is  not  within  the  Consti- 
tutionalpowers  of  Congress,  the  evils  which  have 
been  sufiered  for  the  want  of  those  restraints  must 
continue  uotii  the  present  system  of  banking  shall 
be  abandoned. 

In  an  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  currency,  the 
consideration  of  the  coinage  is  necessarily  involved. 
The  principles  upon  which  the  coinage  of  the 
United  States  has  been  established  are  substan- 
tially correct.  The  standard  fineness  of  the  fold 
coinage  corresponds  with  the  coinage  of  £nf[&Bd 
and  Portugal.  The  standard  of  the  silver  cowacje 
difiers  but  little  from  that  of  Spain.  The  Ameri- 
can dollar  is  intrinsically  worth  about  one  per 
cent,  less  than  the  Spanish  milled  dollar.  This 
difference,  if  the  Spanish  dollar  had  not  been  made 
a  legal  tender,  might  have  secured  to  the  nation  a 
more  permanent  use  of  its  silver  coinage.  Amer- 
ican dollars  would  not  be  exported  as  long  as 
Spanish  dollars  could  be  obtained  for  that  purpose 
at  a  reasonable  premium.    If  this  latter  com  were 
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not  a  legal  tender,  the  banks  mieht  afford  to  im- 
port  it,  and  mignt  sell,  at  a  fair  premium,  the 
amount  which  might  be  required  of  them  for  the 
China  and  East  India  trade. 

The  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  has  been 
differently^  established  in  different  nations.  It  has 
been  different  in  the  same  nation  at  different  pe- 
riods. In  England,  an  ounce  of  gold  is  equal  in 
ralue  to  about  15.2  ounces  of  silver ;  in  France,  it 
is  equal  to  15.5 ;  and  in  Spain  and  Portugal  to  16 
ounces.  In  the  United  States,  an  ounce  of  gold  is 
eaual  to  15  ounces  of  silver.  But  the  relative  value 
or  these  metals  in  the  markets  frequenthr  differs 
from  that  assi^ed  to  them  by  the  laws  of  the  dif- 
ferent civilized  States.  It  is  believed  that  gold, 
when  compared  with  silver,  has  been  for  many 
years  appreciating  in  value,  and  now  everywhere 
commands,  in  the  money  markets,  a  higher  value 
than  that  which  has  been  assigned  to  it  in  States 
where  its  relative  value  is  greatest.  If  this  be 
correct,  no  injustice  will  result  from  a  change  in 
the  relative  legal  value  of  gold  and  silver,  so  as  to 
make  it  correspond  with  their  relative  marketable 
Talae.  If  gold,  in  relation  to  silver,  should  be 
raised  five  per  cent.,  one  ounce  of  it  would  be 
equal  to  15.75  or  15}  ounces  of  pure  silver.  Thi« 
augmentation  in  its  value  would  cause  it  to  be  im- 
ported in  quantities  sufficient  to  perform  all  the 
ninctions  of  currency.  As  it  is  not  used  to  any 
considerable  extent  as  a  primary  article  of  com- 
merce, the  fluctuations  to  whicn  the  silver  cur- 
rency is  subject  from  that  cause  would  not  affect 
it.  It  would  be  exported  only  when  the  rate  of 
exchange  against  tne  country  should  exceed  the 
expense  of  exportation.  In  ordinary  circumstances, 
8ueh  a  state  of  exchange  would  not  be  of  long  con- 
tinuance. If  the  currency  of  the  United  States 
must,  of  necessity,  continue  to  be  paper  convertiUe 
into  8pecie»  an  increase  of  the  gold  coinage,  upon 
principles  which  shall  afford  the  least  inducement 
to  exportation,  is  probaUy  the  most  wholesome 
connive  that  can  oe  applied,  after  the  rigid  en- 
forcement of  that  convertibility. 

The  copper  coinage  is  believed  to  be  susceptible 
of  improvement.  Copper  itself  is  too  massive  to 
serve  the  purposes  of  change.  One  hundred  cents 
are  too  cumbrous  to  be  carried  and  used  in  the 
numberless  transactions  which  dailv  occur  between 
individuals.  Coin  compounded  or  silver  and  cop- 
per, of  from  one  to  ten  cents,  would  be  much 
more  suita)>le  for  that  object.  This  kind  of  coin- 
age has  been  adopted  in  other  countries  with  great 
advantage. 

It  has,  however,  been  objected  to  this  coinage — 

1.  That,  as  compounded  metals  are  much  harder 
than  the  component  ingredients,  it  would  be  diffi- 
eult,  and,  consequently,  expensive  to  work. 

8.  That  the  coin  itself  would  be  of  little  or  no 
intrinsic  value ;  copper  or  brass  being  of  superior 
ralue  in  the  manniactnres  to  which  it  mignt  be 
a]yplied.  And  that  the  public  would  scarcely  sub- 
mit to  the  circulation  or  a  coin  so  worthless. 

8.  That  it  might  be  counterfeited  by  a  composi- 
tion of  zinc  and  copper. 

After  giving  to  these  objections  their  due  weight, 
it  is  believed  that  a  change  of  this  nature,  in  the 


copper  coinage,  would  be  bencfieinJ.  Aitheagh 
the  expense  of  sueh  a  coinage  siioBld  be  twice  as 
much  as  that  of  an  equal  number  of  stiver  roin, 
still  it  miffht  be  advantageous.  Small  cJian^, 
both  of  silver  and  copper,  may  be  abundant  in 
Philadelphia,  the  seat  of  the  Mint^  but  it  is  not 
generally  so  elsewhere.  If  it  were,  tiekets  of  6}. 
10,  12^,  25,  and  50  cents,  issued  by  mayors  and 
corporation  officers,  and  dollar  bills  Com  in  two 
pi^es,  for  the  purposes  of  change,  would  itot  be 
employed  for  that  purpose.  This  single  fact  is  an 
answer  to  the  second  objection.  The  fractional 
parts  of  a  dollar  are  so  indispensable  in  the  trans- 
actions of  individuals,  that  any  thing  which  as- 
sumes that  character  will  be  employed.  If  the 
tickets  which  at  this  moment  form  so  great  a  por- 
tion of  the  change  of  this  city,  and  of  vanoos 
other  places,  are  employed  for  that  purpose  it  is 
inconceivable  that  the  community  shonid  refuse  to 
permit  a  compound  coin  of  silver  and  copper  to 
circulate,  containing  the  intrinsic  value  which  it 
represents,  merely  because,  for  manufactures,  it 
will  not  be  worth  more  than  brass  or  copper,  and 
that  the  expense  of  refining  will  be  equal  to  tbe 
value  of  the  silver.  Change  (that  is,  the  frac- 
tional parts  of  a  dollar)  is  so  indtspensable  to  the 
community,  that  its  inanplicabOitv  to  manufac- 
tures, and  its  exemption  from  liability  to  exporta- 
tion, instead  of  forming  objections,  are  reeonunen- 
dations  in  its  favor. 

The  objection  that  this  coin  may  be  easiiy  coan- 
terfeited  is^  if  it  cannot  be  obviated,  entided  to  great 
consideration.  As  has  been  before  stated,  this  com- 
pound coinage  has  been  sucoessfuUy  piactised  in 
other  States.  If  compound  metals  are  mneh  harder 
than  their  component  ingredients,  may  not  a  suf- 
ficient security  against  counterfeiting  be  derived 
from  that  circumstance?  The  dimensions  and 
power  of  the  machinery,  which  constitDte  one  of 
the  objections  to  the  coinage,  will  render  it  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  secure  wat  secrecy  and  con- 
cealment which  are  indispensable  to  the  saoeess 
of  the  counterfeiter.  If  this  compound  coinage 
should  not  be  carried  higher  than  ten  cent  or  dime 
pieces,  the  inducement,  compared  with  the  danger 
of  detection,  resulting  from  the  magnitude  of  me 
machinery,  would  not,  it  is  beiJered,  be  sufficient 
to  encourage  counterfeiting.  If,  however,  it  should 
be  deemed  impracticable  to  ffoud  against  this  evil, 
in  a  coinage  composed  of  silver  and  copper,  an  at- 
tempt mignt  be  made  to  obtain  a  supply  or  small 
change,  by  a  mixture  of  silver  and  zuc.  The 
danger  of  counterfeiting  would  then  be  removed. 

As  various  plans  have  been  suj;gested,  dorine 
the  last  twelve  months,  for  alleviatmg  the  general 
distress  which  has  prevailed,  by  the  emisaon  of  a 
large  amount  of  Treasury  notes,  a  few  observa- 
tions on  that  subject  will  close  this  part  of  the  re- 
port. 

If  the  Treasury  notes  are  to  be  issued  for  this 
purpose,  they  will  be  either  receivable  in  aU  pav- 
ments  to  the  Government,  or  they  will  be  mate 
redeemable  at  a  fixed  period. 
'  1.  If  they  are  made  receivable  in^  all  payments 
to  the  Government,  the  revenue  will,  ran  the 
time  that  ^6)000,000  are  issued,  be  sobstantialiy 
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receired  in  them*  Tke  Grorenimeiit  will  be  im- 
mediately unable  to  pay  the  interest  and  reimburse- 
ment of  the  publie  debt  in  specie  as  it  becomes  due. 
These  notes,  when  compared  with  the  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  will  be  at  a  discount 
The  latter  notes,  independently  of  their  beinff  every 
where  receivable  in  all  payments  to  the  GoTern- 
ment,  are  convertible,  at  tne  place  of  their  issue, 
into  specie.  They  are  equal  to  the  Treasury  notes 
in  payment  of  the  revenue,  and  superior  to  them, 
as  they  can  command  specie  when  the  holder  shall 
desire  it. 

If  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  bank  charter 
were  modified,  so  that  the  notes  of  the  bank  and 
of  its  offices  snould  be  receivable  bv  the  Govern- 
ment only  when  tendered  where  tney  are  made 
payable,  a  small  amount  of  Treasury  notes  might 
be  issued,  and  circulated,*  without  depreciation. 
In  that  case,  they  would  be  used  for  the  transmis- 
sion of  money,  and  would  be  in  constant  demand 
for  that  purpose.  It  is  the  reception  of  the  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  its  offices, 
by  the  Grovernment,  wherever  they  are  tendered, 
that  causes  them  to  be  considered  as  a  good  remit- 
tance throughout  the  United  States.  If  they  should 
cease  to  be  so  received,  a  demand  for  Treasury 
notes  to  a  small  amount,  for  the  transmission  of 
money,  would  be  created,  and  would  ]>reserve  than 
from  depreciation.  If  the  notes  thus  issued  should 
be  made  redeemable  at  the  Treasurer,  in  specie, 
upon  demand,  the  amount  which  miffht  be  put 
and  retained  in  circulation  would  probably  exceed, 
to  a  considerable  extoit,  the  sum  demanded  for 
the  facUe  transmission  of  money.  Such  Treasury 
notes  would,  however,  have  no  advantage  over 
the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as 
lon^  as  they  are  receivable  in  all  payments  to  the 
United  States,  without  reference  to  the  place 
where  they  are  payable.  It  is  even  probable  that 
they  would  not  be  of  eoual  value  and  currency 
with  those  notes,  as  the  latter  would  generally  be 
made  payable  in  the  principal  and  commercial 
cities,  where  remittances  are  continually  made, 
whilst  the  Treasury  notes  would  be  payable  only 
at  this  place.  If  Treasury  notes,  payable  in  specie, 
on  demand,  when  presented  at  this  place,  snould 
be  preferred  to  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  it  would  be  in  consequence  of  the  abuses 
which  have  been  practised  bv  banking  institu- 
tions, which  have,'  in  some  uegree,  shaken  the 
public  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  their  direction. 

2.  If  Treasury  notes  were  to  be  issued,  not 
receivable  in  paymente  to  the  Government,  but 
redeemable  at  a  fixed  period,  they  would  imme- 
diatel]f  depreciate,  unless  they  bore  nearly  six  per 
cent,  interest.  In  the  latter  case,  they  would  be 
of  little  more  use,  as  currency,  wan  the  funded 
debt.  They  would  not  perform  the  functions  of 
money. 

3.  In  any  case  whatever,  whether  they  are  receiv- 
able in  payments  to  the  Government,  or  bear  an  in- 
terest, ana  are  redeemable  at  a  fixed  period,  they 
will  afford  no  substantial  rdief  where  the  distress 
is  greatest,  unless  they  should  be  advanced  as  a 
loan  in  order  to  alleviate  that  distress.  If  they 
are  to  be  issued  from  the  Treasury  in  discharge  of 


the  demands  upon  Government,  they  would  nevvr 
reach  those  sections  of  the  country  where  relief  is 
most  required.  There,  the  Government  already 
collects  more  than  can  be  expended.  One  of  the 
causes  of  this  distress  is  the  necessity  of  transfer- 
ring the  public  funds  from  those  sections,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  expended,  to  those  where  there 
IS  no  deficiency  of  currency. 

As  a  financial  resource,  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes  is  justifiable  only  where  the  deficiency  whicn 
they  are  intended  to  supply  is  small  in  amount, 
and  temporary  in  its  nature.  As  a  measure  of 
alleviation,  it  will  be  more  likely  to  do  harm  than 
good.  If  a  sufficient  amount  of  those  notes,  of 
any  description  whatever,  should  be  issued,  and 
put  into  circulation  where  they  are  most  wanted, 
unless  they  were  fiven  away,  a  debt  in  that  part 
of  the  Union  would  be  contracted  to  the  extent  of 
the  issue.  It  might  enable  the  borrowers  to  pay 
debts  previously  contracted,  but  their  relative  situ- 
ation would  be  the  same.  Unless  the  currency  be- 
came vitiated  by  the  relief  which  was  afibrded, 
the  ultimate  payment  of  the  debt  would  consum- 
mate the  ruin  which  the  measure  was  intended  to 
prevent.  But  it  is  probable  that  the  sums  which 
might  be  advanced,  by  ¥ray  of  loan,  would,  in  a 

great  degree,  be  lost.  The  Grovernment  is  not, 
om  its  nature,  qualified  for  operations  of  this 
kind.  The  general  system  of  credit  which  has 
been  introduced  by  the  agency  of  banks,  and  by 
the  inevitable  efieet  of  the  measures  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  has  produced  an  artificial  state 
of  things,  which  requires  repression  rather  than 
extension.  The  issue  of  Treasury  notes  for  the 
purpose  of  alleviating  the  general  distress,  would 
tend  to  increase  this  unnatural  and  forced  state  of 
things,  and  give  to  it  a  duration  which  it  would  ' 
otherwise  never  attain.  If  much  of  the  evil  re- 
sulting from  a  decreasinff  currency  had  not  already 
been  suffered,  there  might  be  some  plausible  rea* 
son  for  urcine  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  as  a 
measure  of  alleviation.  This  ground  cannot  be 
urged  in  its  favor;  it  is  therefore  indefensible, 
upon  the  ground  of  expediency  as  well  as  of 
principle. 

The  last  member  of  the  resolution  assumes,  by 
implicatioD^  the  practicability  of  substituting,  by 
the  Constitional  exercise  of  tne  power  of  Congees, 
a  paper  currency  for  that  which  now  exists. 

In  considering  this  proposition,  the  power  of 
Congress  over  the  currency  of  the  United  States 
cannot,  consistently  with  tne  respect  which  is  due 
to  that  body,  be  eitner  affirmed  orilenied.  It  can- 
not be  supposed  that  the  House  of  Representatives, 
in  adopung  the  resolution  in  question,  intended, 
through  the  agency  of  an  Executive  department 
of  the  Government,  to  institute  an  inquiry  as  to 
the  extent  of  the  Constitutional  authority  of  a 
body  of  which  it  is  only  a  constituent  member. 
Yet  it  will  necessarily  occur  to  the  House,  that, 
if  the  power  of  Congress  over  the  currency  is  not 
absolutely  sovereign,  the  inquiry,  whatever  may 
be  its  immediate  result,  must  be  without  any  ulti- 
mate utility.  The  general  prosperity  will  not  be 
advanoBd  by  demonstrating  that  there  is  no  intrin- 
sic obstacle  to  the  substitution  of  a  paper  for  a  me- 
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tallic  carrency,  if  the  -power  to  adopt  the  rabttitate 
has  been  withheld  from  the  Federal  QoremmenL 
Without  offering  an  opioion  upon  the  weight  to 
which  these  views  would  have  been  entitled  had 
they  been  urged  whilst  the  resolution  was  under 
consideration,  it  is  admitted  that  they  furnish  no 
l^ound  for  declining  the  performance  of  the  duty 
imposed  by  its  adoption.  In  the  discussion  of  a 
qnestion  or  so  much  delicacy  and  importance,  the 
utmost  confidence  is  reposed  in  the  justice  and  lib- 
erality of  those  who  have  rendered  it  indispensable. 

At  the  threshold  of  this  inquiry,  it  is  proper  to 
observe  that  it  b  deemed  unnecessary  to  present 
an  analysb  of  the  motives  which  led,  even  in  the 
most  remote  antiquity,  to  the  general  adoption,  by 
civilized  States,  of  gold  and  sQver  as  the  standard 
of  value,  or  of  the  advantages  which  have  resulted 
from  that  adoption.  The  circumstance  to  which, 
in  the  course  of  this  investigation,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  advert,  is  the  tendency  which  a  metallic 
currency  has  to  preserve  a  greater  uniformity  of 
value  than  any  otner  commodity ;  and  the  facility 
with  which  it  returns  to  that  value  whenever,  by 
any  temporary  causes,  that  uniformity  has  been 
interrupted.  No  argument  will  in  this  place  be 
offered  in  support  of  this  proposition.  It  is  found- 
ed on  the  experience  of  all  nations.  Its  truth,  for 
the  present,  will  therefore  be  aswmed.  But  the 
proposition  itself  admits  that  sold  and  silver,  when 
employed  by  the  consent  of  sul  civilized  States  as 
the  standard  of  value,  are  subject  to  temporary 
variations  of  value.  It  is  equally  true  that  they 
are  subject  to  permanent  variations.  The  cause 
and  effect  of  these  changes  will  be  considered  pre- 
viously to  the  discussion  of  the  practicability  of 
substituting  a  paper  for  a  metallic  currency. 

Ist.  When,  by  any  circumstance  whatsoever,  a 
greater  portion  of  these  metals  is  found  in  a  parti- 
cular State  than  is  possessed  by  other  States  hav- 
inff  articles  of  equal  value  to  be  exchanged,  they 
will  in  such  State  be  of  less  value  than  in  the  ad- 
jacent States.  This  Will  be  manifested  by  an 
increase  in  the  price  of  the  commodities  of  such 
State.  This  increase  of  price  will  continue  until 
the  metallic  redundancy  is  exported  or  converted 
into  manufactures.  Whenever  this  redundancy  is 
disposed  of,  the  currency  will  return  to  its  former 
value,  and  the  price  of  other  commodities  will  be 
r^ulated  by  that  value. 

2d.  But  tbe  exportation  of  specie  may  take  place 
where  there  is  no  such  redundancy.  This  occurs 
whenever  the  general  balance  of  trade  continues 
for  some  time  unfavorable  to  a  particular  State. 
The  currency  then  appreciates  in  value,  and  the 

5 rice  of  all  other  commodities  in  such  State  is 
iminished.  As  commerce  is  nothing  more  than 
the  exchange  of  equivalents,  the  reduction  in  the 
price  of  the  articles  of  such  State,  and  the  in- 
creased value  of  the  currency,  will  promptly  pro- 
duce a  reaction;  and  gold  and  silver  will  soon 
return  in  the  quantities  required  to  reduce  their 
value  to  that  which  they  maintain  in  the  adjacent 
States.  With  the  return  of  sf»ecie,  all  other  arti- 
cles will  return  to  the  prices  which  they  command- 
ed before  its  exportation.  Like  fluids,  the  precious 
metals,  so  long  as  they  are  employed  as  the  gene- 


ral measure  of  value,  will  conataady  tend  to  pfe- 
serve  a  common  level.  Every  variilioii  Utom  it 
will  be  promptly  corrected  without  the  interven- 
tion of  human  laws.  These  fluctuations,  beiag 
temporary  in  their  nature,  are  wholly  indoeDdenr 
of  the  permanent  causes  which  may  afiect  the 
value  or  gold  and  silver  whoi  employed  as  the 
general  standard  of  value.  They  will  equally 
occur,  whether  the  quantity  of  these  metaJs^  com- 
pared with  the  exchanges  which  they  are  destined 
to  effect,  be  redundant  or  deficient  Tbe  lim its, 
however,  within  which  these  fluctuatioiis  are  con- 
fined, are  so  contracted,  that  the  great  interests  of 
society  cannot  be  seriously  affected  by  them.  Bat 
this  oDservation  must  be  understood  to  mily  to  a 
currency  purely  matallic,  or,  at  least,  when  the 
paper  which  is  connected  with  it  does  not  exceed 
the  demand  for  the  convenient  transmission  of 
money. 

3.  Gold  and  silver,  when  employed  by  the  com- 
mon consent  of  nations  as  the  standaia  of  value, 
are  subject  to  the  variations  in  yalue  from  per- 
manent causes.    When  their  quantity  is  increased 
more  rapidly  than  the  articles  which  are  to  be 
exchanged  through  their  agency,  their  price  will 
fall,  or,  what  amounts  to  the  same  thing,  the  pace 
of  all  exchangeable  articles  will  rise.    It  has  bera 
admitted  by  all  intelligent  writers  npon  this  sab- 
ject,  that,  immediately  after  the  discovery  of  Amer- 
ica, towards  the  close  of  the  fifteenth  eentary,  a 
sudden  and  extensive  depreciation  in  the  value  of 
these  metals  occurred ;  and  that,  from  that  time 
to  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  centory,  they  con- 
tinued ff raduall y  to  depreciate.     This  depreciatioo, 
it  is  believed,  has  been  accelerated  during  the  last 
century,  as  much  by  the  substitution  of  paner  for 
specie,  as  by  the  increase  in  the  quantity  or  thffie 
metals  during  that  period,  beyond  the  demand 
which  would  have  existed  for  them  as  cormcy 
had  that  substitution  not  taken  place.    The  precise 
effect  upon  the  depreciation  of  these  meCaJs,  pro- 
duced by  the  partial  substitution  of  paper  in  varions 
countries  for  a  metallic  currency,  wifi  not  now  be 
inquired  into;  but  it  is  generally  conceded  that 
the  depreciation  has  been  more  rapid  since  that 
substitution  than  at  any  former  period,  except 
when  the  accumulated  stock  of  ages  in  the  New 
World  was  brought  into  ChHstendmn,  and  thence 
distributed  into  every  other  region  where  gold  and 
filver  were  in  demand.    Since  the  close  of  the 
last  century  doubts  have  existed  whether  those 
metals,  even  when  employed  as  currency,  have  not 
appreciated  in  value ;  and  it  is  contended,  by  the 
advocates  of  a  paper  currency,  that  this  aj^ireeia- 
tion  will  probably  continue  tnrough  a  long  sac- 
cession  of  years^  and  seriously  affect  all  the  oper- 
ations of  the  civilized  world.     It  is  nmintained 
by  these  writers  that  the  demand  for  currency  at 
present,  throughout  the  world,  is  greater  than  the 
supply  which  the  existing  quantity  of  the  precioiis 
metals  will  afford,  without  materially  depRssifig 
'  the  price  of  all  the  objects  of  human  industry  aid 
human  desires.  When  it  is  recollected  that  prodnc- 
tion  is  rmilated  by  demand,  and  that  boch  are  di- 
rectly affected  by  the  quantity  of  cmveocy  com- 
pared with  the  quantity  of  articles  to  be  esehnngcd, 
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it  is  readily  pereei?ed  that  an  inerease  in  the  cur- 
rencjr  of  tne  world,  by  the  substitution  of  paper, 
even  when  convertible  into  coin,  will  increase  the 
qaantity  of  exchangeable  commodities  in  the  world 
beyond  what  would  have  existed  had  such  increase 
of  currency  not  taken  place.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, a  sudden  reduction  of  the  currency,  by 
the  rejection  of  the  paper  which  had  been  em- 
ployed, c<Nild  not  fail  to  derange  all  the  relations 
of  society,  by  diminishing  the  quantity  of  currency, 
whilst  tne  articles  to  be  exchanged  through  its 
agency  would  suffer  no  such  diminution.  An  im- 
mediate depression  in  the  price  of  all  commodities 
would  be  the  inevitable  consequence  of  an  unqual- 
ified return  to  a  metallic  currencv.  upon  the  sup- 
position that  the  quantity  of  gold  and  silver  an- 
nually produced  should  remain  undiminished. 
But,  if  this  return  to  a  metallic  currency  should 
be  attempted  at  a  period  when  the  annual  product 
of  these  metals,  either  from  temporary  or  perma- 
nent causes,  slu>uld  have  considerably  decreased, 
aU  the  great  interests  of  societjy  would  be  most 
serioudy  disordered ;  property  or  every  description 
wcmld  rapidly  fall  in  value;  the  relations  between 
creditor  and  debtor  would  be  violently  and  sud- 
denly changed.  This  change  would  be  greatly 
to  the  injury  of  the  debtor ;  the  property  which 
w^ould  be  necessary  to  discharge  nis  debts  would 
exceed  that  which  oe  had  received  from  his  credi- 
tor ;  the  one  would  be  ruined  without  the  imputa- 
tion of  crime,  whilst  the  other  would  be  enriched 
without  the  semblance  of  merit.  Until  the  engage- 
ments existing  at  the  moment  of  such  a  change 
are  discharged,  and  the  price  of  labor  and  of  com- 
modities is  reduced  to  the  proportion  which  it 
must  bear  to  the  quantity  of  currency  employed  as 
the  medium  of  their  excnanffe,  enterprise  of  every 
kind  will  be  repressed,  and  misery  and  distress 
universally  prevail.  When  this  shall  be  effected, 
the  relations  of  society,  founded  upon  anew  basis, 
will  he  equitable  and  just,  and  tend  to  promote 
and  secure  the  general  prosperity. 

Such,  it  is  contended  by  the  advocates  of  a  paper 
currency,  are  the  circumstances  under  whicn  the 
principal  States  of  Europe  are  endeavoring  to  re- 
turn to  a  metallic  currency.  For  a  century  past 
the  currency  of  those  States  has  been  greatly  in- 
creased by  the  employment  of  paper,  tounded,  it 
is  true,  originally,  upon  a  metallic  basis.  During 
the  last  tw^ty  years  this  paper  has  ceased  to  be 
convertible  into  specie ;  ana  as  no  systematic  effort 
has  been  made  to  prevent  excessive  issues,  it  has 
become  redundant,  and,  consequently,  depreciated. 
Notwithstanding  this  depreciation,  the  productions 
of  those  countries  it  is  believed  have  more  rapidly 
increased  than  those  of  countries  where  a  metallic 
currency  has  been  preserved.  The  efforts  that  are 
seriously  made  by  those  States  to  return  to  a  me- 
tallic currency,  will  be  the  repression  of  enterprise 
of  every  description  among  themselves.  It  will 
be  foreseen  that  the  currency  must  appreciate,  and 
that  all  other  articles  must  depreciate  in  value. 
The  eSkcts  of  this  appreciation  of  money  will  be 
first  manifested  in  those  States  by  the  fall  of  the 

Srice  of  all  articles  which  cannot  be  exported.    In 
le  progress  of  these  measures,  the  price  of  the  ex- 


portable articles  will  also  be  affected,  by  the  redac- 
tion in  the  currency  employed  in  effecting  their 
exchange.  It  is  even  probable  that  the  quan- 
tity of  exchangeable  articles  will  be  diminished. 
Whilst  the  appreciation  of  the  currency  is  percep- 
tibly advancing,  the  manufacturer  will  not  hazard 
his  capital  in  producingarticles  the  price  of  which 
is  rapidly  declining.  The  merchant  will  abstain 
from  purchasing,  under  the  apprehension  of  a  fur- 
ther reduction  of  price,  and  of  the  difficulty  of 
revending  at  a  pront.  It  is  even  probable  that  the 
interest  of  money  will  fall,  whilst  the  cry  of  scar- 
city of  money  will  be  incessant.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, loans  will  not  be  required,  except  to 
meet  debts  of  immediate  ur^ncy.  None  wul  be 
demanded  for  the  prosecution  of  enterprises  by 
which  the  productive  energies  of  the  community 
will  be  increased. 

As  the  measures  which  have  been  adopted  by 
England  and  several  of  the  continental  States  of 
Europe,  for  returning  to  a  metallic  currency  ad- 
vance, the  interest  of  those  States  which  have 
adhered  to  it  will  be  affeeted.  Whilst  gold  and 
silver  were,  in  the  former  States,  dispensed  with 
as  coin,  they  were  sought  for  merely  as  commodi- 
ties. The  quantity  necessary  for  their  manufac- 
tures was  readily  obtained  without  deranging,  in 
any  serious  degree,  the  currency  of  other  States. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  from  eighty  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  dollars  were  ne- 
cessary to  England.  Taking  the  mean  sum,  and 
admitting  that  the  other  European  States  engaged 
in  the  same  effort  require  an  equal  amount,  a  sup- 
^y  of  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars  is  necessary. 
Tne  commencement  of  the  measures  necessary 
to  obtain  that  portion  of  this  sum  which  cannot 
in  a  short  time  be  drawn  from  the  annual  product 
of  the  mines,  may  not  be  immediately  felt  by  other 
States.  But  when  these  measures  approacn  their 
completion ;  when  a  large  quantity  of  gold  and 
silver  is  necessarily  withdrawn  from  the  currency 
of  other  States,  tne  price  of  specie  will,  in  the 
latter,  appreciate,  and  the  price  of  all  commodi- 
ties will  decline.  All  the  evils  incident  to  an 
appreciating  currency  will  be  felt  in  those  States, 
though  in  a  less  degree  than  where  a  pap^  cur- 
rency had  been  exclusively  adopted.  The  exam- 
ple presented  by  the  return  to  a  metallic  currency 
in  France,  even  in  the  midst  of  a  revolution, 
which  probably  had  some  influence  upon  the  de- 
cision of  this  question  by  other  States,  is  be- 
lieved to  be  in  no  degree  analogous  in  its  princinal 
circumstances.  At  the  precise  period  tnat  this 
change  was  operating,  England  and  the  prin- 
cipal continental  States  abandoned  the  precious 
metals  as  currency.  The  supply  demanded  by 
France  was  not  only  at  hand,  but  was  seeking  the 
very  employment  which  that  change  had  made 
indispensable.  At  the  same  time,  immense  sums  ' 
were  brought  into  France  by  her  conquering  ar- 
miesj  which,  being  raised  by  military  contributions, 
had  in  some  degree  rendered  a  resort  to  paper  cur- 
rency in  the  United  States  necessary.  At  present 
the  civilized  world  is  at  peace,  and  each  State  is 
endeavoring,  by  systematic  measures,  to  secure  to 
itself  a  just  participation  of  equal  and  reciprocal 
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eomnerce.  T^  States  whidi  are  now  atteoqic* 
ingtofctam  toametellic  caneoey  will  find  mnch 
greater  difficultf  in  effecting  this  change  than  was 
ezpeneneed  by  France. 

The  demand  for  gold  and  silTer,  as  the  mediom 
of  exchange,  cannot  be  soppUed  ontii  the  price  of 
all  exchangeable  articles  has  fallen  in  proportion 
to  the  raiaction  of  the  carrencf ,  which  the  aban- 
donment of  paper  most  produce.  It  is  eren  prob- 
able, as  has  been  before  suggested,  that,  after  the 
price  of  commodities  and  of  labor  shall  hare  fallen, 
80  as  to  bear  a  just  proportion  to  the  currency 
which  is  to  beeniploy^  in  effecting  the  necessary 
exchangei,  the  currency  will  contmne  gradually 
to  appreciate.  This,  however,  is  matter  of  conjee- 
tare.  It  depends  entirely  upon  the  (act,  whether 
the  annual  product  of  the  mines,  after  furnishing 
the  quantity  necessary  for  the  consumption  of  the 
precious  metab  in  manufoctures,  will  be  equal  to 
the  increased  demand  for  currency,  arising  from 
the  increase  of  exchangeable  commodities  through- 
out the  world.  The  great  adrancement  in  the 
arts  and  sciences,  the  rapid  improTements  in  ma- 
chinery which  characterize  the  present  age,  acting 
through  a  long  succession  of  ages,  cannot  fail  to 
augment,  in  an  astonbhing  degree,  all  the  products 
of  human  industry. 

It  may  howerer  be  urged  that  the  same  improve- 
ments will  augment  in  an  equal  degree  the  prod- 
uct of  the  mines,  and  that  therefore  the  quantity 
of  precious  metals  in  the  woAd  will  continue  to 
bear  to  other  commodities  the  same  relation  which 
they  may  assume  when  the  return  to  a  metallic 
currency  is  effiscted.  This  may  be  true  j  but,  so 
iar  as  it  depends  upon  the  general  principle  that 
the  supply  of  all  articles  is  regulated  by  the  oemand, 
there  is  reasonable  ground  of  doubt.  The  maxim, 
although  good  as  a  general  rule,  admits  of  excep- 
tions. A  demand  beyond  the  suppler  increases  the 
price  of  the  thing  demanded,  and  invites  to  the 
mvestment  of  additional  capital  in  its  production. 
But,  when  the  article  demanded  is  to  be  produced 
from  a  material  which  no  investment  ot  capital, 
no  application  of  skill,  can  augment,  the  only 
effect  of  such  investment  and  application  b  to  pro- 
duce the  most  which  the  material  has  the  capacity 
to  fumbh.  Such,  in  fact,  b  the  case  of  gold  and 
silver.  The  material  from  which  they  are  made 
is  limited  in  quantity,  which  neither  capital  nor 
skill  can  aufpooient.  It  b  probable  that  the  im- 
provements in  machinery  and  the  art  of  reining 
will  be  counterbalanced  by  the  exhaustion  of  the 
mines,  or  the  difficulty  ot  working  them^  arising 
from  the  depth  and  extent  of  their  excavations.  It 
is  therefore  possible  that  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
cious metals,  for  currency  and  for  manufactures, 
may  exceed  the  production  of  the  mines. 

rreviouslv  to  entering  upon  the  immediate  db- 
cttssion  of  tne  practicability  of  substituting  a  paper 
for  a  metallic  currencyr,  it  is  proper  to  observe, 
that  gold  and  silver  derive  pjart  of  the  uniformity 
of  value  which  has  been  ascribed  to  them,  from  the 
general  consent  of  civilized  States  to  employ  them 
as  the  standard  of  value.  Should  they  cease  to 
be  used  for  that  purpose,  they  would  become  more 
TariaUe  in  their  value,  and  would  be  regulated. 


like  aU  other  artkia,  hr  Ihe  faH^.-j 
eompaicd  witk  the  sBffsT  i>  ati  sniq 
It  is  prcsuaied  that,  it  tLey  shocia^  i 
employed  as   the  alaiiiaBd  d  vtt  y\ 
States,  their  anilormitf  of  valaevK:..^ 
degree,  afBected,  not  only  ia  those  ^s-.^ 
th^  were  con^idefed  as  mac  ttmmi:^-- 
those  where  they  were  stffi  aapk^i  r: 
Whenever,  as  commnditjcs,  taer  s:  > 
value,  a  drain  -wooU  lake  pbeefrxkas 
of  oUier  States;  and  when  they  skauu 
as  commodities^  they  would  aetaici 
currency,  and  raider,  in  soaiedegittAA 
cnrreDcy  of  the  Stales  where  tkrem 
After  making  dne  allowance  for  Occ^. 
of  .bank  notes  in  Englaad,  froa  Q(  w 
bank  restriction,  in  1797,  totkjxcKr.. 
price  of  gold  and  silver  in  that  timp  rf 
to  have  varied  more  thaa  at  aaresc 
Their  price,  wrhen  eompareii  wOk  hsai 
the  year  1797  to  1808,  showed  htf  isr 
of  depreciation — eoBsideraUf  )mi^^ 
profaalMlitythanactuallvexi^  Db- 
terval  the  demand  for  those  nenisit.'^ 
fingland  to  the  sum  teepanAktrnXil 
Itb  highly  probable  that,  if  the  9*7  1 
paper  circiuaCion  had  been  redBcdr^^?-! 
of  the  currency  in  circdatioo  it  ws 
one  year  before  the  restrictioa,  ^p'f' 
would  have  b«cn  below  the  MtBt  r  -' 
contrary)  in  the  year  1808,  when  w?'* 
of  a  Britbh  force  in  Spam  CTntt****" 
mand  for  specie,  the  depiedaUMffC^ 
indicated  by  the  inrice  (tf  bvDioi.»i«; 
greater  than  that  whbh  leillf  oss-^^ 
year  1814,  after  the  Treaty  of  ftaff»«:. 
bttUion,  estinmted  in  bank  \k^^^^I 
the  Mint  price;  while,  in tl»««^. 
rose  to  mcffe  than  twenty  pa  **?!j'l| 
price:  the  amount  of  bank  ^^^^^-^ 
the  former  exceeding,  in  •^/S^g^ 
the  latter  period.    It  b  bapo«»»^^ 
tions  in  the  price  of  gold  and  "l^^ij, 
space  of  one  year,  can  be  ^^^^ 
tne  depreciation  of  bank  *®*^^Li  ^^ 
these  variations,  in  a  p^'^^g^t 
where  the  precious  B****^^**'^ttaDia 
commodities,  were  calculated*  f^^y; 
currency  of  the  xiJaghhons^^^^^A^ 
ascertained.    The  convubH**!^, 
these  States  were  subject  <J^7^b» 
account  for  the  want  of  ^^^I^jj,^ 
date  the  subject.    It  b,  however,  ^_j^^ 
ble  that  these  fluctuations  irere »» 
by  them. 

variations  in  value,  to  wIm«»  ■ 'JJ^j^r 


is  necessarily  subject,  '^\^^^^m^^' 
ther  it  b  practicable  to  ^^^mt^ 
paper  currency  may  be  ««»P^[*LiBsifl* 
of  value,  with  sufficient  «*""^^^tfi 
in  itsTalue,  and  with  the  ^^rfusf^ 
recovering  that  value,  wkeoj  ''JJJ^J  I: ' 
variations  shall  have  been  ^r^^ 
tinctly  admitted  that  i^J^^zSLetf^ 
ever  existed.     Where  the  exF»^ 


239S 


APPENDIX 


2394 


Baink$  and  the  Owmm^. 


nuide  directly  by  QoTenimeat,  execfisire  issues 
have  quickly  ensued,  and  depreciation  has  been 
the  immediate  consequence.  Where  the  experi- 
ment has  been  attempted  through  the  agency  of 
banks  it  has  invariably  failed.  In  bpth  cases,  in- 
stead of  being  used  as  a  mean  of  supplying  a 
cheap  and  stable  currenc)r,  invariably  regulated 
by  the  demand,  for  effecting  the  exchanges  re- 
quired by  the  wants  and  convenience  of  society,  it 
has  been  employed  as  a  financial  resource,  or  made 
the  instrument  of  unrestmined  cupidity.  In  no 
case  has  any  attempt  been  made  to  determine  the 
principles  upon  which  such  a  currency,  to  be  sta- 
ble, must  De  founded.  Instead  of  salutary  re- 
straints beinff  imposed  upon  the  moneyed  institu- 
tions which  have  been  employed,  the  vital  princi- 
ple of  whose  being  is  gain,  they  have  not  simply 
Deen  left  to  the  guidance  of  their  own  cupidity, 
but  have  been  stimulated  to  excessive  issues,  to 
supply  defieteacies  in  the  public  revenue.  This  is 
known  to  have  been  the  case,  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree, in  the  experiment  which  has  been  attended 
with  most  success.  The  issues  of  the  Bank  of 
Sngland,  on  account  of  the  Qovernment,  were 
frequently  00  great  as  to  destroy  the  demand  for 
discounts  by  imdividuals.  In  consequence  of  these 
exeessive  issues,  the  interest  of  money  fell  below 
&ve  per  cenL,  the  rate  at  which  the  bank  dis- 
counted ;  the  demand  for  discount  at  the  bank, 
therefore,  ceased.  It  is,  indeed,  not  surprising  that 
no  systematic  effort  has  been  made  to  restram  ex- 
cessive issues.  In  the  case  of  banks,  the  experi- 
ments which  have  been  made  were  intended'to  be 
temporary;  they  were  the  result  of  great  and  sud- 
den pressure,  which  left  but  little  leisure  for  the 
examination  of  a  subject  so  abstruse. 

The  employment  of  a  paper  circulation  converti- 
ble into  specie,  the  favorite  system  of  modern 
States,  having,  as  has  been  attempted  to  be  shown 
in  a  previous  part  of  this  repoit,  the  inevitable 
tendency  to  produce  the  necessity  of  resorting,  in 
every  national  emersency,  to  paper  not  so  convert- 
ible, impoaei  upon  those  who  are  called  to  admin- 
ister the  afiairs  of  nations  the  duty  of  thoroughly 
examining  the  subject,  with  a  view,  if  practicable, 
to  aToid  that  necessity.  If  the  examinatioQ  should 
not  result  in  the  establishment  of  a  paper  curren- 
cy, UBconneeted  with  specie,  it  may  lead  to  the 
imposition  of  salutary  checks  against  excessive 
issues,  when  the  necessity  of  suspending  payment 
may  occur. 

It  has  already  been  said  that  every  attempt  which 
has  been  made  to  introduce  a  paper  currency  has 
failed.  It  may  also  be  said,  tbat  of  all  the  sys- 
tems which,  during  the  discussion  of  this  interest- 
ing subject,  both  in  Europe  and  the  United  States, 
have  been  proposed,  none  are  free  from  objections. 
It  is  Bossibte  that  no  system  can  be  devised  which 
will  be  entirely  free  from  objection.  To  insure 
the  possibility  of  employing  such  a  currency  with 
advantage,  it  is  necessary — 

1.  That  the  power  of  the  Government  over  the 
currency  be  absolutdy  soyereign ; 

2.  That  its  stability  be  above  suspicion ; 

3.  That  its  justice,  morality,  and  intelligence, 
be  uttquestioBaole ; 


4.  That  the  issue  of  the  ounency  be  made  not 
only  to  depend  upon  the  demand  ior  it,  but  that 
an  equivalent  be  actually  received ; 

5.  That  an  equivalent  can  only  be  found  in  the 
delivery  of  an  equal  amount  of  gold  or  silver,  or  of 
public  stock ; 

6.  That  whenever  from  any  cause  it  may  be- 
come redundant,  it  may  be  funded  at  an  interest  a 
fraction  below  that  which  was  surrendered  at  its 
issue. 

1.  This  proposition  needs  no  elucidation.  Coin* 
age  and  the  regulation  of  money  have,  in  all  na- 
tions, been  considered  one  of  the  highest  acts  of 
sovereignty.  It  may  well  be  doubted,  however, 
whether  a  sovereign  power  over  the  coinage  neces^ 
sarily  gives  the  right  to  establish  a  paper  currency. 
The  power  to  establish  such  a  currency  ought  not 
only  to  be  unquestionable,  but  unquestioned.  Any 
doubt  of  the  legality  of  the  exercise  of  such  an 
authority  could  not  fail  to  mar  any  system  which 
human  ingenuity  could  devise. 

2.  A  metallic  currency,  having  an  intrinsic  value, 
independent  of  that  wnich  is  given  to  it  by  the 
sovereign  authority,  does  not  depend  up(m  the  eta*> 
bility  of  the  Government  for  its  value.  Revolu- 
tions may  arise;  insurrections  may  menace  the* 
existence  of  the  Government:  a  metallic  currency 
rises  in  value  under  such  circumstances ;  it  becomes 
more  valuable,  compared  with  every  species  of 
property,  whether  moveable  or  immoveabfe,  in  uro^ 
portion  to  the  instability  of  the  Goveromoat.  Not 
so  with  a  paper  currency :  its  credit  depends,  in  a 
great  degree,  upon  the  confidence  reposed  in  the 
stability  of  the  authority  by  which  it  was  issued* 
Should  that  authority  be  overthrown  by  foreigm 
force  or  intestine  commotion,  an  immediate  depre- 
ciation, if  not  an  absolute  annihilation,  of  its  value 
would  ensue. 

3.  It  might,  however,  be  saved  from  such  de- 
struction by  a  well-grounded  confidence  in  the 
justice  and  intelligence  of  the  Government  which 
should  succeed  that  which  had  been  overthrown. 
The  history  of  m«>dern  times  furnishes  examples 
that  are  calculated  to  inspire  this  confidence. 
In  France,  during  the  revolution  which  has  just 
terminated,  the  public  debt  was  reduced  to  one* 
third  of  its  amount.  The  same  rule  was  applied 
to  the  public  debt  of  the  Dutch  Republic,  when  it 
fell  under  French  domination.  In  the  sucoessive 
political  chanm  to  which  France  has,  since  that 
period,  been  subjected,  the  public  debt  and  the  pub- 
lic engagements  have  been  maintained  with  the 
strictest  good  faith.  In  Holland,  that  portion  of 
the  public  debt  which  had  been  abolished  by  the 
French  Government  has  been  restored.  ,In  the 
opinion  of  well  informed  men,  however,  the  oon* 
ditions  connected  with  that  restoration  were  so 
onerous  as  to  render  it  almost  nominal.  Indeed, 
the  pubUc  debt  in  Uiat  country  had  become  so  dis- 
proportionate to  the  means  of  the  nation  when 
deprived  of  the  resources  it  enjoyed  when  the  debt 
was  contracted,  that  the  reduction  which  it  undo^ 
went  while  the  country  was  annexed  to  the  French 
Empire  was  not  generally  considered  an  eviL 
The  reduction  of  the  national  debt  of  France  dur- 
ing the  Revdution  was  perhaps  equally  indispen- 
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sable.  If  the  intelligence  of  the  age,  and  the  in- 
flaenceof  public  opinion,  even  in  States  where 
the  reign  of  law  was  but  imperfectly  established, 
have  faNBen  sufficient  to  induce  the  Governments 
which  have  alternately  succeeded  each  other  for 
the  last  twenty-five  years,  in  France  and  Holland, 
to  respect  the  public  engais^ements  which  had  been 
previously  contracted,  well-grounded  expectations 
may  be  cherished  that  the  period  is  rapidly  passing 
away  when  the  public  faitn  of  nations  can  be  vio- 
lated with  impunity. 

if  public  engagements,  under  such  circum- 
stances, ha  ye  been  considered  obligatory  upon 
thoee  who  have  successively  administered  the  af- 
fairs of  those  nations,  a  reasonable  confidence  may 
be  reposed  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  obligations 
which  may  be  contracted  by  existing  Oovern- 
ments,  where  the  reign  of  law  is  firmly  estab- 
lished. It  is  not  denied  that  a  paper  currency  fur- 
nishes strong  temptations  to  abuse.  Millions  may 
be  issued  in  a  few  days,  and  the  deficiencies  in  the 
revenue  promptly  supplied,  if  the  condition  of  re- 
ceiving an  equiralent  is  abandoned.  The  mo- 
ment the  currency  shall  be  issued  as  a  financial 
resouroe,  depreciation  will  follow,  and  all  the  rela- 
tions of  society  will  be  disturbed.  If  the  Gtovem- 
ment  of  the  nation  in  which  a  paper  currency  has 
been  established  shall  be  deeply  impressed  with 
this  truth,  will  it  not  be  restrained  from  the  appre- 
hended abuse?  Currency  of  every  kind  is  liable 
to  great  abases.  The  history  of  the  coinaffe  of 
every  nation  whose  annals  are  known,  is  little 
more  than  a  detail  of  the  frauds  which  have  been 
INnactised  by  Governments  upon  the  people.  Un- 
til the  twentieth  year  of  the  rei^  of  Edward  III. 
of  England,  a  pound  troy  of  silver,  of  standard 
fineness,  and  a  pound  sterling,  were  synonymous 
terms;  twenty  shillings  sterling  being,  in  fact,  a 
pound  troy  of  standard  silver.  Change  followed 
change  in  rapid  succession,  until,  in  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth,  a  pound  troy  of  standard  silver  was 
directed  to  be  coined  into  sixty-two  shillings.  This 
imnense  change  in  the  value  of  the  currency  was 
efiected  in  the  space  of  about  two  centuries.  In 
other  modern  States,  during  the  same  period, 
changes  not  less  important  occurred  in  the  coin- 
age. Frequently,  these  changes  were  efiected  by 
deteriorating  the  standard  fineness  of  the  coin. 
For  more  than  a  century  past,  the  coinage  of  the 
civilized  world  has  undergone  no  material  change 
wkh  a  view  to  the  practice  of  fraud  upon  the  peo- 
ple. Whether  this  forbearance  is  to  be  attributed 
to  an  improvement  in  the  morality  of  modem 
Governments,  or  to  a  more  correct  understanding 
of  the  principles  of  currency  and  of  the  conse- 
quences that  mast  result  from  every  chanjfe  by 
which  the  relations  of  society  are  affected,  it  fur- 
nishes just  ground  of  expectation  that  the)r  will 
not  hereafter  be  attempted.  Nothing  more  is  ne- 
cessary to  secure  an  unalterable  adherence  to  the 
maxims  upon  which  it  is  manifestly  necessary  that 
a  paper  currency  must  be  founded,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve a  uniformity  of  value  than  the  same  mo- 
rality and  the  same  intelligence.  Without  assum- 
ing the  principle  of  the  perfectibility  of  human 
natme,  the  hope  may  be  indulged  that  the  nature 


of  currency  will  continue  to  command  the  atten- 
tion of  statesmen,  and  that  the  abases  wliicli  hart 
resulted  from  impro|)er  changes  in  the  currency 
will  not  again  occur  in  the  same  degree. 

4.  When  the  currency  is  metallic  no  addition 
can  be  made  to  it  without  giving  an  equivalent 
It  is  indispensable  that  this  condition  shonld  be 
annexed  to  the  acquisition  of  the  paper  currency, 
preliminary  to  its  entering  into  circulation.     If  it 
can  be  put  in  circulation  only  on  paying  its  nom- 
inal amount  in  that  which  has  a  general  and  ^xed 
value,  determined  by  the  consent  of  other  nations^ 
it  will  continue  to  preserve  that  value  during  the 
time  it  circulates,  unless  the  relation  which  it  bore 
at  the  time  of  its  issue  to  the  quantity  of  articles 
the  exchanges  of  which  it  is  destined  to  pofonn 
shall  be  varied. 

5.  As  a  paper  currency  is  issued  upon  the  na- 
tional credit,  the  whole  property  of  the  nation  is 
pledged  for  its  redemption,  whenever,  by  any  cii^ 
cumstance,  it  may  become  the  interest  of  the  com- 
munity that  it  should  be  redeemed.    It  b  Aerefore 
manifest  that  it  should  not  issue  upon  the  credit  of 
any  individual,  or  association  of  individuals.    A 
part  can  never  be  equal  to  the  whole    The  credit 
of  any  individual,  or  association  of  individuals, 
cannot  be  equivalent  to  that  of  the  nation,  of  which 
they  form  a  part.    But  it  may  be  said  that,  al- 
though the  credit  of  individuals  is  not  equiraicnt 
to  the  credit  of  the  nation,  yet  an  eqoivaient  for  a 
particular  portion  of  that  credit  may  be  (band  in 
the  pledge  or  mortgage  of  property  of  equal  or 
greater  value  than  the  currency  issued  upon  it 
This  may  be  true ;  but  the  value  of  property  has 
been  continually^  fluctnating:  it  will  continue  to 
fluctuate,  after  giving  to  the  advocates  of  a  paper  cur- 
rency full  credit  for  the  superior  stability  vniich  ihey 
suppose  will  attempt  its  substitotion  for  gold  and 
silver  as  the  standard  of  value.    But  this  is  not 
the  only  objection  to  the  acc^tance  of  ptoperiyy 
as  a  pledge  for  the  payment,  by  individoaJs,  of  ao 
equivalent  for  the  paper  currency  which  may  be 
advanced  upon  such  pledge.    Frauds  will  be  prac- 
tised by  pledging  property  which  is  encumbered, 
which  it  would  be  extremely  difficuir  to  detect. 
The  Government  will  be  involved  in  endless  liti- 
gation with  individuals  who  are  interested  in  tlie 
encumbrances  by  which  its  rights  to  the  property 
pledged  is  embarrassed.     In  such  contests,  the 
interest  of  the  Gk>vemment  is  always  endangered, 
even  where  right  is  on  its  side.    It  is  not  qnalified 
to  enter  into  such  litisraitionswith  an  equal  chance 
of  success.    The  feelings  of  the  community  are 
always,  except  in  flagrant  cases  of  fraud,  upon  the 
side  of  an  individual  suj^Msed  to  be  struggling  with 
the  overwhelming  influence  of  autiiority.  Besides, 
in  all  contests  of  this  nature,  something  of  the  re- 
spect for  the  Government,  which  ought  to  he  cher- 
ished by  the  citizens,  especially  of  a  free  State, 
will  be  lost.  The  situation  is  invidious,  and  ought 
not  voluntarily  to  be  assumed  by  a  Govemmeot 
jealous  of  its  dignity  and  parity  of  character,    /r 
is  therefore  believed  that  a  national  currency  can- 
not be  issued  with  safety,  with  a  reasonable  pros- 
pect of  success,  and  with  sufficient  secarityasainst 
redundancy,  but  in  exchange  for  gold  aiid  silver  <^ 


2897 


APPENDIX. 


asos. 


Banks  and  the  Cwreney. 


a  definite  standard,  or  for  the  public  stock  at  cer- 
tain fixed  rates,  when  issued  in  exchange  for 
them,  and  for  them  alone,  there  is,  though  not  the 
same,  yet  perhaps  an  equal  security  against  redun- 
dancy as  in  the  case  of  a  metallic  currency.  When 
it  is  issued  in  exchange  for  coin,  there  is  no  addi- 
tion made  to  the  currency.  When  it  is  issued  in 
exchange  for  public  stock,  commanding,  previous- 
ly to  the  exchange,  its  par  value  in  coin,  the  partv 
who  acquires  the  currency  parts  with  that  which 
was  equal  to  specie,  and  is  aeprived  of  the  annual 
interest  which  it  produced.  Unless  the  interest  of 
the  currency,  resulting  from  its  scarcity,  should 
exceed  that  paid  upon  the  stock,  it  would  not  be 
demanded  in  exchange  for  the  stock.  In  either 
case,  the  danger  of  redundancy  is  extremely  re- 
mote. By  the  exchange  of  specie  for  currency, 
the  active  capital  of  the  country  will  be  increased 
to  the  amount  of  the  currency ;  and  the  capacity  of 
the  nation  to  redeem  it,  whenever  it  shall,  by  any 
circumstance  whatever,  become  expedient,  will  be 
unquestionable. 

But  it  may  be  doubted  whether,  under  such  con- 
ditions, a  paper  currency  ever  can  be  put  in  circu- 
lation. Under  a  Government  firmly  established, 
conducted  by  upright  and  enlightened  councils, 
and  possessing  absolute  ^wer  over  the  currency, 
it  is  oelieved  there  is  no  just  reason  to  apprehend 
a  difficulty  of  that  nature.  If,  in  such  a  €k)v- 
ernment,  ranks  existed,  deriving  their  powers  from 
it,  the  specie  in  their  possession  woum  be  gradu- 
ally excnanged  for  the  paper  currency  which  would 
become  the  basis  of  their  operations.  Not  only 
the  specie  which  they  possessed  would  be  thus 
exchanged,  but  exertions  would,  from  time  to  time, 
be  made  to  acquire  the  sums  necessary  to  support 
their  banking  operations.  Specie  would  be  im- 
ported, even  at  an  expense,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
exchanged.  Whilst  specie  formed  the  basis  of  the 
operations  of  banks,  its  importation  could  not  fail 
to  be  productive  of  loss ;  each  importation  not  only 
producing  the  necessity  of  additional  importations, 
but  at  an  increased  expense.  But,  when  importa- 
tions shall  be  made  lor  the  purpose  of  being  ex- 
changed for  the  currency,  the  exportation  of  the 
specie  thus  imported  will  not  affect  the  operations 
of  the  banks.  It  is  only  when  the  funding  of  the 
currency  shall  commence,  that  they  will  be  ad- 
monished to  desist  from  further  importations.  In- 
dividuab  and  banks  would  likewise  exchange 
public  stock  at  the  rates  prescribed  by  the  system 
for  the  paper  currency.  Whenever  the  demand 
for  currency  should  be  such  as  to  raise  the  interest 
of  money  considerably  above  that  produced  by  the 
public  stock,  it  would,  by  Imnks  and  individuals, 
oe  given  in  exchange  for  the  currency.  Bat  the 
facuity  which  the  existence  of  a  public  debt  fur- 
nishes in  procuring  the  paper  currency  is  counter- 
balanced by  the  difficulty  of  complying  with  the 
public  engagement  to  discharge  such  debt  in  a 
metallic  currency.  After  a  paper  circulation  shatt 
be  substituted  for  gold  and  sdver,  they  will  be 
found  in  the  country  only  in  the  quantity  de- 
manded for  manufactures,  and  for  such  branches 
of  commerce  as  are  entirely  dependent  upon  them. 
A  considerable  demand  for  gold  and  silver  by  the 


Government,  to  meet  its  engagements  previou^ 
contracted,  would  raise  their  price  in  the  market, 
and  render  the  obligation  to  discharge  those  en- 
gagements in  the  precious  metals  not  only  ex- 
tremely onerous,  but,  perhaps,  sometimes  imprac- 
ticable. In  such  a  state,  a  compromise  witn  the 
public  creditors  would  seem  to  be  a  preliminary 
measure.  This,  under  any  circumstances,  would 
be  a  measure  of  great  delicacv  and  difficulty,  and, 
in  some  cases,  would  probably  be  utterly  imprac- 
ticable. 

6.  Whenever,  from  any  cause,  the  currency 
should  become  redundant,  the  rc^dundancy  may 
be  funded  at  a  rate  of  interest  a  fraction  below 
the  rate  of  le^al  interest. 

In  determining  the  rate  at  which  it  may  be 
funded,  due  regard  should  be  paid  to  the  rate  of 
interest  previously  existing  in  the  State.  The 
rate  of  interest,  it  is  conceived,  ought  not  to  de- 

Send  (and,  where  a  metallic  currency  prevails, 
oes  not  depend)  solely  upon  the  amount  of  cur- 
rency necessary  to  perform  with  facility  the  ex- 
changes required  by  the  vrants  and  convenience  of 
society.  In  a  new  country,  where  there  is  but  a 
slight  accumulation  of  capital,  the  interest  of 
money  will  be  high,  notwithstanding  there  maj 
be  even  a  redundancy  of  currency  beyond  what  is 
necessarv  to  effect  its  exchanges.  In  such  a  coun- 
try, all  tne  objects  upon  which  capital  maybe  em- 
ployed, except  those  of  the  most  simple  kind,  are 
unoccupied.  The  currency  necessary  to  effect  the 
exchanges  of  its  property,  moveable  and  immove- 
able, wul  be  entirely  insufficient  to  satisfy  the  de- 
mand for  capital  for  those  objects.  If  it  snould  be 
multiplied  so  as  to  equal  that  demand,  it  would 
exceed  the  demand  for  the  necessary  exchanges  of 
society. and  conseauently  depreciate;  such,  in  fact, 
it  is  believed,  would  be  the  consequence  of  issuing 
the  currency  upon  individual  credit,  or  upon  the 
pledge  of  property,  at  a  rate  of  interest  below 
that  which  previously  existed  in  the  State.  Any 
change  of  tne  interest  of  money  by  law,  previous 
to  its  having  taken  place  in  individual  transac- 
tions, in  consequence  of  the  accumulation  of  capi-  ■ 
tal,  would  be  unjust,  and  could  not  fail  to  produce  - 
serious  inconvenience  to  the  community.  Admit- 
ting the  nte  of  interest,  in  a  State  abcnit  to  make 
the  experiment,  to  be  six  per  cent.,  then  the  cur- 
rency should  be  issued  onlv  in  exchange  for  spe- 
cie, or  six  per  cent,  or  otner  stock,  according  to 
that  ratio.  If  the  currency  should,  when  by  any 
means  a  redundancy  existed,  be  fundable  at  five 
and  a  half  |>er  cent,  interest,  the  utmmt  depre- 
ciation to  which  it  could  be  subject  woulabeeiffht 
and  one-third  per  cent.  But  it  is  probable  that 
the  real  depression  in  its  value  would  not,  at  any 
time,  be  more  than  lutlf  that  amount.  Before  fund- 
ing would  commence,  the  public  stock  receivable 
in  exchange  for  the  national  currency  would  be 
above  the  rates  at  which  it  was  receivable.  Its 
issue  upon  the  exchange  of  stock  would  therefore 
have  ceased.  There  are,  in  every  community  capi**- 
talists  who  would  prefer  lending  to  the  Govern- 
ment at  five  and  a  half  per  cent.,  than  to  indi- 
viduals at  six.  The  funding  of  the  currency  would 
therefore  begin  before  the  redundancy  would  offer 
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any  general  indaeement  to  that  mode  of  reducing 
it.  The  variation  to  which  its  ralae  would  be 
subject,  would  therefore  be  less  than  eight  and 
one-third  per  cent.  It  would  be  the  interest  of 
the  Giovernment  to  reserve  the  right  of  redeeming 
the  stock  created  by  funding  at  its  par  value,  under 
the  condition,  however,  of  redeeming  it  according 
to  the  order  of  time  in  which  it  was  created.  Con- 
nected with  this  system  should  be  a  permission  to 
the  banks  to  purchasepoblic  stock,  but  not  to  dispose 
of  it,  except  to  the  Government,  at  its  par  or  cur- 
rent value  when  under  par,  unless  the  Government 
should  decline  the  purcnase.  The  currency,  upon 
being  funded,  should  be  invariably  cancelled.  Un- 
der a  system  of  this  kind,  if  no  other  paper  were 
permitted  to  circulate  than  the  national  currencv, 
a  ledtmdancy  which  would  affect  its  value  could 
only  occur  by  a  temporary  diminution  of  the  arti- 
cles which  were  to  be  exchanged  through  its  in- 
strumeutalitv.  In  that  event,  the  price  of  the  arti- 
cles would  oe  enhanced  so  as  to  require  a  greater 
amount  of  currency  to  effect  their  exchan^. 
Should  the  price  not  be  enhanced  in  proportion 
to  the  diminution  in  the  quantity  of  the  articles, 
that  portion  of  the  currency  which  would,  imder 
such  circumstances,  be  left  without  employment 
would  be  funded.  A  just  relation  between  the 
amount  of  currency  and  the  demand  for  it  would 
be  prom{>tly  restored,  without  affecting  injuriously 
the  relations  between  individuals.  On  the  other 
hand,  should  a  greater  quantity  of  exchangeable 
articles  be  produced,  the  demand  for  currency 
would  exceed  the  supply,  and  lead  immediately  to 
additional  issues,  until  the  necessary  supply  should 
be  obtained. 

But,  in  a  State  where  banks  already  existed  which 
derived  their  charters  from  the  sovereignty  that 
regulated  the  currency,  where  the  people  were  ac*^ 
customed  to  bank  notes,  and  in  the  habit  of  re- 
cdving  them,  the  agency  of  these  institutions 
might  be  admitted  in  supplying  a  portion  of  the 
eurreney*  They  might  be  permitted  to  issue  their 
notes,  payable  on  demand,  in  the  national  cur- 
rency ;  their  notes  would,  of  course,  be  issued  on 
persoDAl  security.  In  this  case,  the  currency  might 
oeeeme  redundant  by  the  issues  of  the  bimirs. 
Whenever  thb  should  happen,  the  national  cur- 
reney  would  be  demanded  of  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  funded ;  the  banks  would  be  com- 
pelled 40  curtail  their  discounts,  to  relieve  diem- 
selves  from  the  piessure ;  and  the  amount  of  the 
curfency  would  be  promptly  reduced  to  the  legiti- 
mate demand.  Wherever  the  agency  of  banks 
should  be  employed  in  furnishing  part  of  the  cir*- 
eolation,  a  rcausal  or  omission  to  disoharge  their 
notes,  on  demand,  in  the  national  currency,  should 
be  treated  as  an  act  of  bankruptcy.  The  national 
currency,  being  a  legal  tender  in  the  payment  of 
debts  to  individuals  and  to  the  Government,  would, 
in  relation  to  the  banks,  pwform  the  functions  of 
raecie,  where  bank  notes  are  convertible  into  coin. 
But,  in  order  to  impose  a  salutary  check  against 
excessive  issues  of  bank  notes,  the  national  cur- 
rency should  alone  be  receivaUe  in  all  payments 
to  the  Government. 

In  an  attempt  to  trace  the  probable  results  of  a 


paper  currency,  fomded  upon  the  priK  -j 
nave  been  devekyped  im  tbepRck^^ 
influence  which  it  will  have  upon  {a*:J 
requires  investij^mtioB.    The  wan 
morality,  and   inteUigcnce  in  tit  . 
which  may  undertake  to  sobstitDte  i: 
metallic  coirency,  are  the  objectkc:' 
already  been  consideced.    To  tbesp.  .- 
common  opinion,  is  to  be  added  va.: 
feet  which  it  is  supposed  it  will  karr  u 
exchange.     In  a  country  where  lif  ? 
metallic,  an  un&ToraUe  state  of  fefb;-; 
will  probabljr  have  the  following  e^^ 

1st.  To  raise  the  jMice  of  ezportiii^: 
much  above  that  which  thejr  oiighr:^ 
premium  paid  upon  foreign  bills,6u 
the  expense  of  exporting  sfetx\:> 
market. 

2d.  When  this  rise  exceeds  the  e^  - 
exportation,  the  price  of  expomUt:-<| 
fall  gradually  bdow  what  they  oogiJ.:: 
to  the  extent  of  that  excess. 

3d*  Until  this  fall  in  their  pnce  sh- 
ed, specie  will  be  exported ;  afui  ni 
cease. 

4th.  This  fall  in  their  price,  by  ucisc* 
consumption  in  the  foreign  idvW&^ 
provides  for  the  return  of  the  spear i*-^ 
been  exported. 

5th.  During  the  second  and  tbinir  • 
process^  the  price  of  all  articles  aaa^ 
affected  in  a  greater  degree,  eateip  * 
and  distress  prevails. 

Such  are  the  necessary  eftets  of  s^^ 

state  of  foreign  exchange,  what  »21 
metallic.    As  the  vital  princ«*« "^  I 
gain,  it  is  probaide  that,  gtta^^;.j 
exportable  articles  would,  in  ^*^% 
than  is  staUd  in  the  P»«««^»^  "f^:^ 
timid  might  export  specie  bcfa«  «P^jjj 
exchan|re  exceeded  the  ezpeoseaA'^ 
but  timidity  is  not  the  predonuarf*  ^ 
of  commercial  enteri>rise.   Ob  w  ^"^^ 
sauguine  and  enterprising,  '^^TJ^^gts; 
of  better  markets,  would  g>'«%Waas 
than  submit  to  certain  ^^VlT^. 
of  q>ecie^  or  the  purchase  ^''{^b^  »^ 

In  a  country  whore  a  P^KST^^jJis?! 
adopted,  and  the  principles  W^hh^t? 
may  be  prevented  have  bc«***^\Li,^'«' 
able  state  of  foreign  exchange*"*?^ 
the  following  e&cts:  ,  ^^dr^^ 

1st  The  eflect  of  raising  ^^jf^tT^' 
articles  as  much  above  what  mef^.  -^fj 
equals  the  premium  uponforttgB»^|Ljsf 
case,  gold  and  silver,  being  <^^^ 
will  rise  in  the  same  proporoon 
articles.  ,  „  ^uubiv'* 

2d.  When  the  price  of  ^jf^^i^^* 
high  that  a  loss  wiU  beincurred^^tBjr 
foreign  markets,  those  who  WJ*  °  ii*«^s 
make  will  withdraw  ^^<^\^J^^^ 
profitaWe  investments  in  <^^^  [,1^11^ 
be  made,  a  portion  of  the  ^^1^^*^ 

sition,  will  be  withdrawn  ^^^^j;,^w»'' 
ing  converted  mto  funded  fitocf,'^  | 
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in  this  manner,  be  diminished;  the  price  of  arti- 
cles for  exportation  will  be  reduced  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  currency,  and  by  diminished  competition 
among  the  purchasers.  It  is  not  probable,  however, 
that  the  price  will  fall  so  low  as  to  admit  of  a  profit 
in  foreign  markets,  as  long  as  the  premium  upon 
exchange  continues  above  the  ordinary  commer- 
cial profit  upon  exported  articles.  But  exportation 
will  not  be  continued  at  a  certain  loss  loneer  than 
the  discharge  of  debts  previously  contracted  renders 
induspensaiSej  foreign  articles  will  not  be  imported, 
when  the  loss  upon  remittances,  whether  made  by 
bills  of  exchange,  or  by  the  exportation  of  com- 
modities, is  equ^  to  the  profit  upon  importation ; 
the  high  price  given  for  exported  articles  will  in- 
crease their  production,  and  restore  foreign  ex- 
change to  a  favorable  state.  The  balance  of  trade 
and  me  rate  of  foreign  exchange,  which  have  given 
so  much  trouble  to  statesmen  for  two  centuries 
past,  when  left  to  the  laws  by  which  they  will  be 
gjoverned,  in  despite  of  human  devices,  as  inva- 
riably regulate  themselves,  as  fluids,  when  unre- 
strained, find  their  common  level.  They  will  prob- 
ably more  promptly  conform  to  these  laws  in  a 
State  where  a  well  regulated  paper  currency  pre- 
vails, than  where  it  is  metallic.  In  the  latter,  the 
currency  is  exported  to  make  up  any  temporary 
deficiency,  and,  by  that  means,  provides  against 
the  recurrence  of  the  evil,  by  indirectly  causing  an 
increase  of  the  exj[K)rtabIe  articles  of  the  State^  and 
diminishing  the  importation  of  foreign  articles. 
Until  the  caj^city  to  purchase  these  by  the  ex- 
change of  articles  shall  be  restored  in  the  former, 
as  the  currency  cannot  be  exported,  the  importa- 
tions will  be  more  promptly  reduced  to  the  capa- 
city of  the  country  to  purchase,  whilst  the  increase 
of  its  exportable  articles  will  be  the  direct,  instead 
of  the  indirect,  consequence  of  a  temporary  inca- 
pacity to  pay  tor  previous  importations. 

3d.  During  the  whole  process  of  restoring  a  fa- 
vorable state  of  exchange,  in  a  country  where  a 
well  regulated  paper  currenc]^  prevails,  the  price 
of  all  articles  not  exportable  will  suffer  no  material 
variation.  The  funding  of  the  currency,  which 
will  probably  take  place,  wUl  not  be  immediately 
carried  so  far  as  to  reduce  the  price  of  exportable 
articles  so  ai*  to  command  a  profit  in  foreign  mar- 
kets. They  will,  so  long  as.  the  rate 'of  exchange 
is  unfavorable,  continue  to  command  higher  prices 
than  when  the  exchange  is  favorable.  This  in- 
creased price  will  encourage  industry  and  enter- 
inrise,  and  constantly  tend  to  aogtnent  the  produce 
live  energies  of  the  community.  This  efiect  can- 
not fairly  be  attributed  to  any  depreciation  in  the 
currency.  That  will  continue  to  bear  nearly  the 
same  proportion  to  the  exchangeable  articles  of 
the  State  as  when  foreign  excban^  was  favorable. 
It  is  probable,  even,  that  its  relation  to  those  arti- 
cles«wiil  be  changed,  so  as  to  produce  an  appre- 
ciation of  the  currency ;  and  that  this  appreciation 
will  be  perceived,  in  a  slight  degree,  in  the  depres- 
sion of  the  value  of  all  articles  not  exportable. 
The  effects  of  this  appreciation  will,  however,  be 
diminished  by  the  impulse  given  to  industry  and 
enterprise,  by  the  increased  price  of  all  articles 
which  can  be  exported* 
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These  are  conceived  to  be  the  effects  which  a 
well  regiiiated  paper  currency  will  have  upon  the 
foreign  exchanges,  and  upon  the  domestic  industry 
of  the  country  which  may  adopt  it.  If  the  value 
of  currency  depends,  like  that  of  all  other  articles, 
upon  the  quantity  compared  with  the  demand,  the 
idea  of  its  depreciation,  in  raising  the  price  of  arti- 
cles in  the  case  which  has  been  considered,  must 
be  rejected.  That  this  position  is  incontrovertible) 
seems  to  have  been  admitted  by  all  writers  upon 
the  subie«t.  This  admission  is  found  in  there- 
ports  which  have  been  made  to  the  British  Parlia- 
ment ;  in  the  evidence  upon  which  those  reports 
have  been  founded ;  and  in  the  essays  of  those  who 
have  opposed  the  paper  system  in  that  country 
since  the  year  1797.  The  objection  to  the  paper 
system,  as  it  existed  in  England,  was  the  absence 
of  all  restraint  upon  the  issue  of  paper,  and  the 
supposed  impossii)ility  of  imposing  any  efficient 
restraint.  In  fact  no  attempt  has  been  made  to 
impose  such  restraint  in  that  country,  unconnected 
with  the  convertibility  of  bank  notes  into  the  pre- 
cious metals.  So  far  as  this  restraint  is  limited  to 
the  convertibility  of  bank  notes  into  bullion,  at  any 
given  rate,  it  is  rather  an  attempt  to  reeulate  for- 
eign exchange  through  the  instrumentality  of  th* 
bank,  than  to  confine  the  issue  of  bank  notes  to  the 
sound  demand  for  currency.  The  restraint  impoeed 
seems  to  rest  upon  the  idea  that  an  unfavorahU- 
state  of  foreign  exchange  must  be  the  result  of  ft 
redundant  currency.  Nothing  can  be  more  incor*^ 
rect  than  this  hypothesis.  Considering  the  vitiated 
state  of  the  currency  of  England  for  more  thaa 
twenty  years  past,  it  is  not  surprising  that  thia 
idea  should  there  be  entertained.  During  that  pe- 
riod the  unfavorable  rate  of  foreign  exchange  whidl 
generally  prevailed  was,  if  not  directly,  at  leatd 
indirectly,  attributable  to  the  depreciation  of  their 
currency.  But,  in  this  interval,  a  favorable  rate  of 
foreign  exchange  more  than  once  occurred.  To 
what  could  this  favorable  change  be  attributed? 
Certainly  not  to  the  depreciation  of  their  currency. 
But  it  would  be  as  unjust  to  attribute  every  unfa^ 
vorable  state  of  foreign  exchange  to  the  deprecia- 
tion of  the  currency,  as  to  ascribe  to  that  currency 
the  credit  of  any  favorable  state  of  such  exchaaffe* 
The  truth  is,  that  fluctuations  in  the  exchange  be- 
tween two  countries  having  a  metallic  currency 
continually  occur,  and  depend  upon  principlet 
wholly  unconnected  with  the  idea  of  a  depredMd 
currency. 

If  these  views  be  correct,  the  only  obstacles  to 
the  establishment  of  a  paper  currency,  by  a  €k>v* 
ernment  bavin?  a  soverei^  right  to  estaUish  it^ 
is  the  danger  of  the  instability  and  want  of  integi- 
rity  and  intelligence  of  the  Government  TheSe 
is  certainly  just  reason  to  apprehend  that  emergen*' 
cies  may  arise  in  the  affairs  of  every  nation,  in 
which  their  stability  may  be  menaced,  by  foreign 
force  or  domestic  insurrection.  In  such  an  event 
a  panic  might  ensue,  and  the  credit  of  the  currency 
be  utterly  annihilated.    How  far  the  recent  exam^- 

Elies  which  have  been  adverted  to  in  other  States; 
ow  far  the  influence  of  public  opinion  over  the 
conduct  of  Qovernments  may  be  relied  upon,  as 
an  efficient  preventive  against  evik  of  suck  mag'- 
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Bittide,  most  be  determined  by  those  to  whom,  un- 
der Dirine  Providence,  the  prosperity  and  hap- 
piaess  of  nations  are  committed.  The  subject 
BiTolves  all  the  complicated  mterests  of  society, 
exeq)t  the  enjoyment  of  civil,  political,  and  reli- 
gious liberty.  It  ought  to  be  approached  with  more 
uian  ordinary  circumspection.  In  States  the  best 
^piallfied  to  attempt  the  change  it  is  environed  with 
doubts,  which  can  only  be  dispelled  by  the  light  of 
coEperiment.  In  the  United  States  these  doubts 
are  greatly  increased  by  the  complex  form  of  the 
Qovernment.  In  the  division  ot  power  between 
the  Federal  and  State  Grovernments,  the  line  of 

Siaratlon  is  not  sufficiently  distinct  to  prevent 
lisions,  which  mav  disturb  the  harmony  of  the 
system.  Collisions  nave  already  arisen,  and,  in 
me  course  of  human  events^  may  be  reasonably 
expected  to  arise,  until  the  line  oi  sgnration,  by 
waioh  their  relative  powers  and  duties  are  deter- 
mined, shall  be  distinctly  defined  by  practice,  or 
by  explanatory  amendments  of  the  Ck)iu«titution, 
eiEected  according  to  the  forms  piescribed  in  that 
iastrumeat.  Upon  no  question  will  collision  more 
Ukely  arise  than  that  contemplated  by  the  resolu- 
tioii  under  which  this  report  is  submitted.  No  at- 
tempt to  make  the  change  has  succeeded.  Tin 
SMasure,  when  stripped  of  extraneous  difficulties, 
liiast  be  admitted  to  be  of  doubtful  tendency.  Un- 
der the  most  auspicious  circumstances  it  may 
prove  abortive;  under  circumstances  in  any  degree 
adverse  it  must  inevitably  fail.  Any  obstacle  op- 
posed to  its  execution,  by  one  or  more  of  the  State 
governments,  would  be  decisive  of  its  late.  Their 
nmpie  acquiescence  in  the  measure  would  not  be 
sufficient  to  secure  to  it  that  issue  to  which  the 
principles  upon  which  it  might  be  established 
ivould  necessarily  lead.  Their  active  co-operation 
would  be  indispensabUT.  The  banks  which  derive 
Iheir  authority  from  the  State  governments  are 
generally  bound  by  their  charters  to  discharffe 
their  notes  in  specie  on  demand.    From  this  obu- 

etion  it  would  be  necessary  to  the  system  to  re- 
ve  them.  The  obligation  to  discharge  their 
notes  upon  demand,  in  the  national  currency, 
should  be  substituted  for  that  of  paying  them  m 
specie. 

If  tJkeae  obstacles  should  be  removed,  that  con- 
tpnied  with  the  public  debt,  which  has  been  smr- 
gftsl^  in  a  previous  part  of  the  report,  would -srai 
lesMitt.  After  the  substitution  of  the  national 
currency,  gold  and  silver  would  be  imparted  only 
in  Aei^Mlllittiy  required  for  manufactures,  and  for 
ttMSi^roseoution  of  those  hraaches  of  trade  m  whieh 
fkey  «re  ;primary  articles  of  commerce.  For  these 
«IWpi9ses  the  importations  would  be  sufficient. 
They  might  even  be  sufficient,  and  at  a  feaaoBablc 
prift^  for  the  payiamt  of  the  annual  interest  of  the 
public  debt  But  after  the  year  1824,  when  the 
wm  of  (10,000,000  would  annually  be  expended 
kf  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  it  is 
ffobable  that  the  premium  which  would  be  paid 
vpon  it  would  be  considerable,  until  the  debt  was 
extuiguished.  A  compromise,  as  has  already  been 
suggested  with  the  public  creditors,  would  seem 
to  1^  a  measure  prdiminary  to  any  attempt  to  es- 
Mlifih  9k  p9per  currency.    It  is  more  than  proba* 


hie  that  the  attcnpt  would  om  onlf  be  .ii 
ful,  bat  that  it  would  injuiioQslydSKi «-: 
credit. 

It  may  also  be  proper  to  observe,  iisi  , 
tioDs  of  this  Union  where  a  measm ,  .^ 
would  be  moet  likely  to  be  acceptable.;.  . 
ably  derive  from  it  the  least  beadi  l 
and  in  the  South,  the  com]|bmur.,  i 
currency  have  been  most  distinctlp-. . 
latter  these  complaints  are  of  cec«flU.  : 
they  proceed  in  a  greater  degree  fici/.:> 
ment  of  the  public  rcFeaue  than  k 
cause.     The  great  mass  of  pQhlktSL.* 
made  to  the  east  of  this  city.   T^if  •.  - 
ing  from  imports,  though  principtlit  .- 
the  Middle  and  Eastern  States,  is jsk:';  : 
mass  of  coasuaers  tbroueboot  ittli::v 
That  which  is  paid  for  the  public  iiGti. 
in  some  degree  drawn  fromereiypvtu;.- 
is  principftUy  paid  by  the  eitiiauofc''^ 
the  South.     The  greatest  part  of  tbt  t&c 
cruing  from  the. public  landau  is  vfii*:: 
lected  ID  the Somhem Sialo, Qi« v* 
been  tmnsferi^d  to  the  Middle  uid  to- 
to  be  expeoded.    The  ttecmtjdoC' 
tmnafer  ^^rme»  ffom  theeiicunHaBKEs^* 
mass  of  the  public  debt  is  keidiiiiv^ 
by  fomgnevay  whose  igeots  reriecan 
from  the  establiahments  of  doekfMa^* 
stations  in  their  ittiaeipil  pom  &^  I 
will  contisue  to  be  heoeKaiy  m^^*^  ! 
shall  be  extinguished,  and  oatU  iht^  j 
tures  of  the  Qovernment  can,  mam^^ 
public  interest,  be  more  eqwif  ^JT*  r 
national  currency  should  he  etw*' 
mand  for  it  in  the  Boatkeni  ifl^** 
for  the  purpose  of  tranamisiioD,wi'** 

whilst  its  return,  by  the  wdi^/^Vii 
especially  in  the  latter,  ww^k*^^^ 
some  degree  uncertain.  Theea!»y*|^ . 
wheie  receivable  by  the  Qg^g"^.^  'I 
the  purpose  of  remitlanoc,  be  ■•'^jg, 
manded  in  tlmt  section  ^^^!L[ati 
reason  that  the  notes  of  ^JJ-^*. 
States  Mid  iu^ficesooBUBiiM^^.j^^ 

a  premium  an  specie.    As  ^^^^J?*  ^^ 
lie  .»9uey  ure  iKi<de  ^^Jlt^^^\ 
Siatea,  the  es^ummt  F^jZ  c^s^  •' 
speaie,  or  funds  that  san  ^T^^n 

upon  such  tft«iafeWr^>*,*^i?Ktfii4 
iostfttutieiL  iUltfaei«iik«^^^ 
iaimtiottlar  Mrtt  «f  ^^^?^Zat^ 
the  wd4en  do^rease  of  the  2^:1 
from  its  dsprcoiatiQn,  ^^jV^^ 
Bank  nf  the  United  filOo^  i*2if-^»* 
the  public  lands,  has  he«  »  P"^*^ 
hftads  of  the  Ckwornmen*'  .  -l  Mt 
It  is,  then,  beliettd  that  ^^^^ 
in  those  seotiMs  of  the  UD«»^y^ 
is  most  general^  ^'^i^^StJ  eiint»ff3 
the  establishment  of  A  ^?S«slljf**i 
sufferings  which  have  betnpw^  '^^\ 
that  have  been  naie  to  w^  r^^t^ 
specie  payments  have  been  v°^  i^e^*, 
terminated,  and  must  ^}^Z^»  " 
property  and  the  price  of  iw^ 
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relation  to  the  precious  metals  which  our  wealth 
and  industry,  compared  with  those  of  other  States, 
shall  enahle  us  to  retain.  Until  this  shall  he  ef- 
fected, an  abortive  attempt,  by  the  substitution  of 
a  paper  currency,  to  arrest  the  evils  we  are  suffer- 
ing, will  produce  the  most  distressing  consequences. 
The  sufferings  that  are  past  will,  in  such  an  event, 
recur  with  additional  violence,  and  the  nation  will 
again  find  itself  in  the  situation  which  it  held  at 
the  moment  when  specie  payments  were  resumed. 

I  have  the.honor  to  be,  &c. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

The  Hon,  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representaiives. 

[The  tabular  statements  of  details,  being  very  volu- 
minous, are  omitted.] 


mTRRJEST  ON  OUTSTANDING  MISSISSIPPI 

STOCK. 

[Qommumcated  to  the  Senate,  March  3,  1820.] 

TrSASUHY  DsPAKTilBttT, 

Mwch  2, 1820. 

Sir:  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  2Sd  ultimo,  referring  to  this  Department  the 
petition  of  Henry  Remsen  and  others,  stating, 
auion^  other  thinga,  that  they  are  largely  inter- 
ened  m  Mississipfa  stock,  issued  under  an  act 
entitled  ^  An  act  providins[  for  Che  indemnifica- 
tion of  <!ertatn  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory;^'  that  the  ontstanding  stock 
created  under  that  act  was,  on  10th  De^mber, 
1619,^1,909,576  81;  and  that  it  appears,  by  the 
veports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  sales 
of  lands  to  an  amount  much  exceed mg  the  out- 
standing Mississippi  stock  have  been  made,  but 
that  the  memorialists  have  not  been  able  to  ascer- 
tain at  what  period  the  claims  of  the  State  of 
O«orgia  have  been  satisfied,  so  as  to  entitle  them 
to  hare  their  certificates  paid ;  and  stating  that 
tk^  consider  th«nselves  entitled  to  interest  on  the 
amount  of  their  certificates  from  the  period  when 
the  aatea  hare  amoanted  to  a  sum  sufficient  to 
My  the  same,  whether  the  amount  was  in  the 
Treasinj  in  money,  or  in  obligations  bearine  in- 
feMflt ;  i  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  enclosed 
proceeding  Of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Binkiog 
iPand,  wftnth  will,  it  is  believed,  suiffioiently  es- 
pMBthe  iMture  of  the  claim  of  the  mtemerialists. 

By  referring  to  the  act  under  which  this  claim 
has  originated,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  claim  to  in- 
terest, before  tne  money  is  received  into  Che  Trea- 
•«ry,  is  withoat  foundation.  Their  claim  is  to  the 
money  ia  the  Treasury  arising  from  the  sates  of 
tbe  lands  pledged,  and  not  upon  the  United  States 
for  money  due  for  those  lands.  As  the  act  does 
not  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  the  payment 
is  to  be  made,  when  there  shall  be  money  in  the 
Treasury  applicable  to  the  discharge  of  the  out- 
standing stock,  it  is  presumed  that  the  United 
-States  have  the  right  to  direct  the  mode  ia  which 
it  shall  be  effected.  The  principle  adopted  by  the 
Oommifidoners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  is  b^ieved 
to  be  equital^  and  joat.    Indeed,  doubts  may  weH 


exist  whether  the  obligation  to  pay  ispetfect,  utktB 
a  sum  shall  have  been  received  sufficient  to  dis- 
charge the  stock. 

By  returns  which  have  been  received  subse- 
quently to  the  annual  Treasury  report  of  the  lOth 
of  December  last,  it  is  ascertamed  that  the  stoc^ 
which  has  been  received  to  the  1st  of  Jannary-last 
amounts  to  $2,435,216  18,  leaving  91,846,934  94 
outstanding ;  and  that  the  receipts  in  money  to  the 
same  period  amounted  to  9^,800,408  II;  from 
which  the  sum  of  $1,250,000  due  to  the  State  cf 
Georgia,  and  $311,148  91,  for  the  expenses  of  siir* 
veying,  bein?  deducted,  leaves  in  the  Treasury  the 
sum  of  $1,899,259  20  applicable  to  the  payment 
of  the  outstanding  stock,  which  is  equal  to  sixty- 
six  per  cent,  thereof. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  Prcbident  of  the  Senate. 


At  a  meeting d* the Gommissionera of  theSink- 
ing  Fund— preseat,  John  Gaillard^  President  of 
the  Senate  pro  tetn.;  John  Marshall,  Chief  Justice 
of  the  United  States)  John  Quincy  Adams,  SfCO* 
retary  of  State;  Wilham  H.  Crawford,  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury;  William  Wirt,  Attorney  Oeaeral: 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  reported  that  the 
stock  issued  under  the  act  of  the  Slst  of  March, 
1814,  entitled  ^' An  act  providing  for  the  indesuii- 
fication  of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory,"  amounts  to  $4,282,151  12; 
that,  of  this  sum,  there  has  been  received  at  the 
Treasury  and  cancelled  $2,435,216  18 ;  and  that 
there  is  now  outstanding  the  sum  of  $1.84&- 
934  94 ;  that,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lanoi 
in  the  States  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  after 
satisfying  the  claims  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  ajul 
the  expenses  of  surveying  said  landsj  there  remaioa 
in  the  Treasury,  applicable  to  the  discharge  of  the 
said  stock,  the  sum  of  $1,239,259  20 ;  that  ^s 
sum  is  e(|ual  to  sixty-^six  per  cent,  of  the  stock  out- 
standing: whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is 
hereby  directed  to  apply  the  said  sum  of  money  in 
discharge  of  the  said  stock,  in  the  proportioni  of 
sixty-six  per  cent  of  each  certificate  thereof  which 
may  be  presented^  at  the  Treasury  upoaand  after 
the  15th  day  of  May  next. 

J.  GAlLLARD.Prea.  Senate  pro  tern. 
J.  MARSHALL,  C/ii^  Justice  U.  & 
JNO.  Qi.  ADAMS,  Secretary  ofSldU, 
W.  H.  CRAWF0RD,&/i3^  Trtas. 
WM.  WIRT,  JUomey  General. 
February  26, 1820. 


New  York,  February  10,  1820. 

To  ihe  boMrdUe  the  Senate  and  House  o/B^esenta- 
iives  qfthe  United  States  in  Congress  asseotbUd: 

The  memorial  of  tbe  UAdersijapned  respectfully 
ahowelh:  That  they  are  largely  mterested  in  Mis* 
sissippi  slock ;  that,  by  the  certificates  issued  undor 
the  anthority  of  an  act  of  Congrev  passed  in  Marafa) 
1814,  it  is  certified  *Uhat  tbe  amount  is  payatte 
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oat  of  the  first  maoftfB  in  tlie  TretsuiT  of  the 
United  States  arisiiig  from  the  sales  of  pablic 
laods  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  after  the  money 
doe  to  the  State  of  Georgia  and  the  expenses  of 
mrTeyinjg^  sach  lands  have  heen  satisfied." 

That  it  aiqpears,  by  the  reporto  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasory,  that  the  amount  outstanding  of 
the  awards  made  by  the  commissioners  appointed 
for  indemnifying  certain  claimants  of  public  lands^ 
which  it  is  understood  includes  the  Mississippi 
stock,  was,on  10th  December,  1819,  (1,909,576  81; 
that  it  appears,  by  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  that  sales  of  lands  to  an  amount 
much  exceeding  the  outstanding  balance  of  Mis- 
sissippi stock,  have  been  made,  but  your  memori- 
alists are  unable  to  ascertain  at  what  periods 
enough  had  been  sold  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  to  entitle  your  memorialists 
to  hare  their  certificates  paid,  i  our  memorialists 
ictpeetfully  submit,  that  they  consider  themselves 
entitled  to  interest  on  the  amount  of  their  certifi- 
cales  from  the  period  when  sales  of  the  lands 
pledged  for  the  redemption  of  this  stock  hare  been 
■lade  efficient  to  My  the  same,  whether  the 
UMNint  was  in  the  Treasury  in  money,  or  in  ob- 
ligations bearing  interest;  inasmuch  as  it  cannot 
he  doubted  that  such  security  has  been  taken  as  to 
the  wisdom  of  the  Goremment  was  deemed  suffi- 
cient to  render  the  final  payment  certain,  and  in- 
aamnch  as,  on  a  difierent  construction,  the  United 
Slates  would  be  receiving  interest  for  a  delay  of 
fAvment,  manifestly  at  the  expense  of  your  memo- 
rialists. 

Your  memorialists,  relying  confidently  in  the 
justice  of  Congress,  therefore  respectfully  pray  that 
a  law  may  be  passed  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  redeem  the  Mississippi  stock,  with 
interest,  from  the  period  when  it  shall  appear  from 
the  returns  in  the  proper  offices  that  sales  to  an 
amount  sufficient  to  pay  off  the  same  hare  been 
ade. 

Henry  Remsen,  Hurd  it  Sewall, 

lohn  Fleming,  John  G.  Warren  A  Son, 

S.  M.  Coun,  Nevius  J.  Townsend, 

8.  Flewwelling,  Gulian  Ludlow, 

Daniel  Boardman,       John  Mowatt,  jun., 
W.  Goelet  Bucknor,    Samuel  Jackson, 
B.  Huntincton,  Henry  D.  Sewall,  as  ex- 

Robinson  «  Benson,       ecutor  of  S.  Sewall. 


KBM0N8TRANCE  AGAINST  A  CHANGE  IN 
THE  REVENUE  8T8TEM  IN  RELATION 
TO  CREDIT. 

[Communicsted  to  the  House,  Msrch  11,  1820.] 

Tq  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeeniativee  of  Ihe 

United  Staiee  in  Congreu  auembted : 

The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
thecityofPhiladelphiarespectlully  showeth :  That 
your  memorialists  entertain,  and  beg  leave  to  sub- 
Bftit  to  your  consideration,  the  following  ^ntiments 
«pon  propositions  which  hare  been  introduced  to 
your  notice,  for  a  rery  important  change  in  the 
nvcaut  system  of  the  United  States. 


That  the  scheme  which  was  adopted  at  the  com- 
mencement of  our  fiscal  system,  for  the  colJection 
of  duties  on  foreign  imports,  was  wise,  and  well 
adapted  to  the  state  of  the  coontiv,  has,  perhaps 
never  been  questioned.    Its  ezeeUenee  nu  bc^n 
tested  by  nearly  thirtr  years  experience;  and  it 
may  safely  be  said,  that  the  tdrantages  whidi 
were  contemplated  by  the  francrs  of  &is  system 
hare  been  secured.    The   Govcmment   h^s  re- 
ceived its  revenue  with  punctuality ;  it  has  sus- 
ta  ined  no  loss  br  reason  of  toe  credit  fordnties,  which 
deserres  consideration.    The  coUcc&on  has  been 
made  with  tbe  least  possible  expense ;  and  a  widely 
extended,  active,  and  rigorous  commerce  has  con- 
tributed urgely  to  the  stock  of  national  wcahh  and 
prosperity. 

Itf  considering  thepropositioii  to  abolish  a  system 
of  credit  which  experience  has  thus  appored,  it 
becomes  proper  to  inquire  what  are  the  erils  which 
are  supposed  to  be  connected  with  the  existing 
system,  and  what  are  the  adrantagcs  which  are 
expected  to  result  from  a  change  ? 

It  is  supposed  by  those  who  adrocated  a  chance, 
as  your  memorialists  understand,  that  the  eredit  for 
duties  has  furnished  capital  for  an  extension  of 
business,  and  that  from  this  cause  bare  proceeded 
the  embarrassments  and  difiBeulties  which  have 
been  felt  throughout  the  country. 

The  credit  for  duties  is  not  intended,  nor  is  it 
fairljr  to  be  considered,  as  putting  the  use  of  a  cap- 
ital into  the  hands  of  the  merchant,  because  it 
does  not  in  reality  afford  him  a  capital  to  trade 
upon,  but  simply  relieres  him  from  the  burden  of 
making  an  advance  beyond  his  means^    Its  object 
is  rather  to  be  just  thain  to  be  generoos ;  and  it  is 
as  wise  and  politic  in  relation  to  the  eommnnity 
at  large,  as  it  is  just  to  the  impor^.    The  foun- 
dation of  the  credit  is  the  fact  that  the  goods  do 
not  produce  their  pice  immediately  upon  impor- 
tation ;  and  the  prmciple,  that  it  would  be  umnst 
that  the  importer  should  be  in  adrance  to  the  Gor- 
ernment  for  the  duty,  and  severe  upon  the  con- 
sumer that  he  should  bear  the  heary  eoosefueoces 
of  such  an  advance.    It  is,  therefore^  a  wise  and 
sound  calculation,  that,  by  allowing lo  the  import- 
er, upon  good  securitjT)  time^  aceording  to  the 
nature  of  the  commodity,  to  make  his  sales,  the 
Qoverninent  will  receive  its  does  when  it  ouffhtto 
receive  them ;  and  no  one  will  suffer,  aa  wimd  be 
the  case  by  an  anticipation  of  the  payment  of  du- 
ties on  articles  which  oftentimes  are  long  retained 
by  the  importer,  and,  when  sold,  are  necesmrily 
sold  upon  a  liberal  credit. 

Your  memorialists  believe  this  riew  of  the  sys- 
tem to  be  correct ;  and,  although  instances  may 
occur  in  which  this  credit  is  abused,  and  is  ma<fe 
to  furnish  the  means  of  wild  adrentare,  it  is  an 
unsound  argument  to  draw  therefrom  an  inference 
against  the  system. 

Your  memorialists  are  conrinced,  upon  these 
grounds,  that  the  opposers  of  the  present  system  of 
credit  for  duties  entertain  mistaken  riews  in  rela- 
tion to  the  nature,  policy^  and  operation  of  the  sys- 
tem itself,  in  supposing  that  it  furnishes  a  capital 
to  trade  upon,  and  has  a  eoonexion  with  tbe  evtia 
and  embarrassments  which  afiUct  this  cooatry. 
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DtOy  an  Imparttd  MoUusea. 


Tlie  capital  of  the  country  has  doubtless  increased, 
and,  at  particular  periods  of  time,  it  may  be  that 
eren  more  is  devoted  to  comQierce  than  can  be 
profitably  employed.  Whenever  this  is  found  to 
be  the  case,  there  can  be  no  donbt  that  the  surplus 
will  readily  find  its  way  into  other  channels,  and 
seek  for  employment  in  more  profitable  modes. 

But  it  cannot  be  pretended  tnat  ther^is  an  excess 
of  capital  in  the  country ;  and,  until  that  shall  be 
the  case,  it  would  seem  to  be  unwise  to  condemn 
to  a  state  of  inactivity  so  great  a  portion  as  would, 
by  the  plan  proposed,  be  continually  in  deposite  in 
the  public  stores. 

And  further,  your  memorialists  are  convinced 
that  the  reasoning  is  erroneous  which  is  founded 
upon  the  suppostttop  that  an  extension  of  capital, 
or  credit  equivalent  to  capital,  would  be  productive 
of  mischief. 

It  is  not  alleged,  as  your  memorialists  believe,  by 
the  advocates  of  a  change,  that  it  would  promote  the 
sreat  objects  which  are  ever  to  be  regarded  in  re- 
lation to  revenue — security  of  the  debt,  punctual! tv 
in  its  payment,  and  ease  and  economy  in  its  col- 
lection. On  the  contrary,  it  must  be  doubted  whe- 
ther, if  a  system  of  deposites  of  public  stores  were 
establishea,  the  collection  would  not  be  more  ex- 
pensive, and  the  payment  less  certain  and  punctual, 
than  at  present.  It  is  well  known  that,  in  times 
pastj  the  calculations  of  the  Treasury  upon  the 
receipt  of  duties  have  been  made  without  disap- 
pointment; and  that  this  portion  of  the  public  in- 
come is  collected  without  oppression  or  inconve- 
nience to  those  who  pay,  and  with  little  expense 
lo  the  Government.  So  far,  then,  as  relates  to  the 
great  inteiestsof  the  Treasury,  the  contemplated 
change  seems  to  promise  no  advantage. 

If  the  proposed  change  should  be  effected,  your 
memorialists  conceive  that  much  mischief  would 
unavoidably  ensue. 

The  men  of  moderate  capital,  however  deserving 
of  confidence,  and  however  active  and  skilful  in 
the  prosecution  of  business,  would  be  driven  from 
the  field ;  and  it  would  be  occupied  alone  by  men 
of  large  capital,  who  could  bear  the  burden  of 
heavy  advances  for  duties  upon  unsold  goods. 
Even  these  would  probably  ne  foreign  agents, 
who,  by  a  system  of  exchange,  could  comply  with 
the  requisites  of  law,  without,  in  fact,  making^  the 
same  advances  as  must  be  made  by  the  American 
merchant.  We  should  exchange  a  certain  for  an 
uncertain  revenue;  the  expense  of  collection  would 
be  increased ;  and  if  the  perils  of  fire,  waste,  pil- 
lage, and  sacrifice  by  sale  of  unredeemed  goods, 
be  regarded,  it  may  oe  said  that  the  ultimate  pro- 
duct would,  no  doubt,  be  diminished. 

But,  above  all,  your  memorialLsts  beg  leave  to 
suggest  that  the  present  state  of  the  country  b 
adverse  to  such  a  measure  as  that  proposed.  At  a 
moment  of  general  embarrassment,  to  call  for  such 
advances  as  this  plan  requires  would  make  the  em- 
barrassment doubly  felL  and  give  a  most  serious 
blow  to  the  commerce  of  the  country. 

Your  memorialists  hereupon  express  the  earnest 
hope  that  there  will  be  a  firm  and  unyielding  ad- 
herence to  the  system  of  credit,  which  is  founded 
in  justice  and  a  wise  policy,  and  which  has  been 


approved  by  the  experience  of  many  years;  and 
that  the  mere  hope  of  escaping  from  present  evils, 
by  an  untried  way,  opposed  to  such  experience^ 
will  not  be  permitted  to  influence  the  Government 
to  an  abandonment  of  this  system. 

ROBERT  RALSTON, 
President  of  the  Chamber  of  Cmmeroe. 

Attest ;  John  Vaughan,  5ec'ry,  C.  C. 

Philadelphia,  MarchQ,  1820. 


DUTY  ON  MOLASSES. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  April  13,  1820.] 
To  iht  honorable  the  Senate  and  Houeeof  RepreeenU^ 

tivee  of  the  United  States  in  Congrese  aesembled,' 

The  subscribers,  being  merchants,  distillers,  and 
owners  of  distilleries,  in  the  town  of  Boston  aad 
its  vicinity,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  represent: 
That  the  proposed  increase  of  duty  on  molasses 
will,  if  carried  into  effect,  prove  not  only  injuriout 
to  them,  but,  through  them,  to  the  most  important 
interests  of  our  country. 

In  the  first  place^  the  consumption  of  molasses 
for  the  purpose  of  distilling  enables  the  West  India 
planter  to  buv  the  produce  of  our  fisheries,  soil,  and 
domestic  industry,  and  to  pay  for  it  in  an  article 
which,  being  bulky,  furnishes  employnaent  and 
freight  for  an  immense  tonnage,  and  is  a  raw 
material,  which,  in  the  process  of  manufacture, 
gives  employment  to  as  great  a  portion  of  the  act-» 
ive  industry  of  the  country  as  any  branch  of  busi- 
ness whatever.  And  your  memorialists  cannot 
see  why  a  raw  material,  and  principally  for  the 
manufacture  of  rum,  should  be  chargeable  with  a 
duty  equal  to  one-half  its  first  cost,  when  hides, 
skins,  copper,  brass,  tin,  dj'e-woods,  rass,  and  a 
variety  of  other  raw  materials,  are  suflrered  to  be 
imported  duty  free.  Nor  can  your  memorialists 
understand  the  policy  which  should  thus  paralyze^ 
and  perhaps  destroy,  a  very  old  manufacture,  the 
very  buildincs  and  apparatus  of  which,  in  the 
various  estabushments  of  this  common  w^th,  may 
be  estimated  at  one  million  of  ddlars;  making, 
annually,  from  thirty  to  forty  thousand  hogsheads 
of  rum,  and  furnishing  the  means  of  subsistence 
for  thousands  of  persons;  furnishing  a  most  im- 
portant article  of  trade,  for  our  coasting  business; 
and  creating  a  demand,  for  putting  up  the  mo* 
lasses  and  rimi,  of  one  hundrea  and  sixty  thousand 
casks. 

Your  memorialists  might  enter  into  a  ffrrat 
variety  of  details  to  show  the  importance  of  the 
distilling  business  to  the  public;  but  it  must  be 
obvious  to  your  honorable  body,  without  the  ne- 
cessity of  Its  being  forced  on  your  observation, 
that  the  active  industry  of  the  country,  employed 
in  the  importation  of  nfty  of  sixty  thousand  hogs* 
heads  of  molasses  into  the  United  Stoites;  m 
wharfage,  cartase,  cooperage,  storage,  and  labor, 
consequent  on  the  landing;  the  yessels  employta 
to  bring  the  mdasses;  the  seamen  who  navigate 
them ;  the  labor,  wood,  carting,  and  other  expenses 
necessary  to  convert  it  into  rum;  the  casks,  coop* 
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^n^^,  caning,  aad  tonnage  necessary  to 
the  turn  to  its  yarious  consumers — that  these  oper- 
ations of  trade,  consequent  to,  and  connected  withi 
the  distillW  ousiness,  being  considered,  it  may 
safely  be  affirmed  that,  with  the  sole  eioeption  of 
the  manofactare  of  flour,  these  is  hardly  another 
qiecies  of  manufacture  which  sets  in  motion  and 
supports  such  a  large  and  important  portion  of  the 
prodoctiTe  industry  of  the  United  States  as  the 
distillation  of  ram.' 

In  addition  to  what  your  memorialists  conceive 
the  injustice  of  taxing  the  raw  material  used  for 
one  species  of  manuUcture,  when  the  principal 
raw  materials  for  other  species  of  manufactures 
are  imported  duty  free,  your  memorialists  beg 
leave  to  state  that,  in  New  England,  generally, 
llse  eoBsumption  of  molasses  by  the  poor,  always 
great,  has  inemaed,  and  is  increasing,  since  the 
diminished  value  of  aU  our  own  produote;  the  con- 
wmevs  being  unable  to  afibrd  to  pay  for  sugar,  as 
fetmedy. 

Your  memortalifts  may  be  si^Bredto  vemark, 
with  some  sitrprise,  that  m  a  tariff  of  duties,  pu9- 
pMting  to  encourage  domestie  manufacturea,  the 
raw  materials  for  such  a  manufacture  as  the  di»- 
tUing  of  rum  from  molasses  (one  of  the  oldest 
manufiictures  in  die  country,  aad  intimaitely  con- 
neeted  with  the  lumber,  oshingy  coasting,  and 
Wesa  India  trade)  should  be  taxed,  as  before 
to  about  one-half  of  its  first  cost 

NATH.  HALL,  and  othen. 


PROTBCnON  TO  MANOFACTURBS. 

[Communicated  to  tho  Senate,  April  19,  182a] 

Ta  ikt  Stnate  and  Houu  9f  ReprmefUoiitfu  qf  tlu 

UiUtmi  State*  .• 

The  memorial  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society  for 
tiecnoourageme&t  of  American  manufactures  re- 
sfiectiiilly  showeth :  That  your  memorialists  have 
B«d,  with  the  deepest  reffret,  two  remonstrances 
presented  to  your  honoralue  Houses,  from  agrioul*- 
tuiml  societies  in  the  State  of  Virginia)  deprecati- 
im§  your  interposition,  in  favor  of  the  maanlketut^ 
inff  part  of  the  community. 

These  documents,  containing  sundry  allegations 
injurious  to  your  memorialists,  and  resting^  as  shall 
be  made  to  appear,  on  an  unsound  basis^  reqaire  a 
detailed  investigation,  to  which  we  respectfully  re* 
quest  your  attention. 

We  must  premise,  that  we  should  have  hoped 
that  the  ruin  of  so  many  of  the  manufacturers, 
tbe  depressed  state  of  those  who  have  hitherto 
escaped  the  situation  in  which  their  brethren  have 
been  involved,  and  the  distresses  of  that  class 
whose  sole  dependence  is  on  their  labor,  would 
have  prevented  this  unkind  interference,  oakula- 
ted  to  continue  their  sufferings ;  that  the  fleneroos 
sji^mpathy  which  their  situation  ought  to  have  ex* 
tited  in  tbe  breasts  of  feUow-cidzens,  embarked 
IB  one  coauoon  cause,  would  have  averted  this 
koelility, even  had  ail  the  allegatioiks  of  there- 
been  imfragable  $  whereas,  we  hope 
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to  prove  that  such  at  are  of  any  importenee  are 
easily  susceptible  of  refutalioa.  The  dimji|.iai'm 
ment  fills  us  with  surprise  and  regret,  and  is  iU 
cakuibted  to  foster  those  kind  rcfwda  and  aoaeh- 
mcttta  which  ought  to  subsist  among'  anembei*  of 
the  same  community,  and  which  we  Jnure  ^ways 
cherished  towards  our  agricutend  Attoer^fliciagens. 

But  our  appeal  and  timt  of  our  tmhaen.  baa  not 
been  made  to  the  generosity  or  eeBBpaa9ENi.«f  oar 
felloWHUtizens.  We  appcu  to  ihcir  hour — to 
their  justice.  We  ask,  at  leBgtl^  aftea  a-lapae  of 
thirty  years  in  wlush  the  Gtovmnent  haa  esiated^ 
for  a  share  of  that  protection  so  booBailulbf  h^ 
stowed  upon  eommeroev  aad  which  agtieaLane,  as 
will  appear,  has  abundantly  enjoyed. 

The  allegations  of  the  agriealtmai: 
prinoipally  confined  to  three  pointa : 

1.  The  extortions  said  to  have  been 
hy  maau&eturers  during  the  war. 

2.  The  danffer  and  oppresaiDn  of 
esclusive  privileges,  Ac 

3.  The  mjustice  of  afEbrdtng  ptoteelion-  fo  man* 
ttfactureS)  wnen  agriculture  diacUima  alLprotee*- 
tion. 

There  are  sundry  minor  peinte,  which  w«  shall 
pasa  over,  in  order  te  avoid  pealixity. 

The  cnarge  of  extortioa  ia  eowched  in  dwK 
words: 

^'We  suhnut  respeeCfutty  to  your  wasten  the 
iaB»olic]r  of  subjeetme  so  lai^s  a  nortioB  of  yoor 
follow-cttiseas  to  such  unffeaaonafale  cupidity ;  of 
layifig  them  at  the  mercy  of  an  association,  whadi, 
competiticm  beineremoYed^  will  no  kmges  nrnririnr 
the  mtrinsie  vslue  of  an-  artkde^  or  what  prioe 
would  a£fiird  a  fhir  profit  to  tbe  maaufiKiBRr,  but 
how  much  the  neoessitiea  of  the  oeaaomer  would 
eaable  them  to  exiorU  Of  tfaia  spirit  we  had  a 
sofficient  specimea  during  our  late  tualet  with 
Great  Britain." 

This  uncharitahle  accusatioa  wie  hope  to  pmve 
wholly  destitute  of  foundation.  The  araiele  oa 
which  it  chiefly  rests  is  sopeifine  branddoth, 
which  was  raised  from  eight  or  nine  dQllar&  the 
price  before  the  war,  to  twelve^  thiiteca,  and  tour» 
teen,  during  the  wan  The  reasontag  applioafale 
to  this  case  applies  with  equal  foiee  to  ail  tke 
others. 

AU  doubt  of  the  injustke  of  this  alle|^9a.wiii 
be  laid  at  rest  forever  by  the  limyle  fact  that  nt^ 
liao  wooL  the  raw  material  of  that  doth,  whidk, 
before  ano  shortly  aUter  the  cammeDeemcat  of  tbe 
war,  was  sold  at  seventy-five  cents  per  poimd,  was 
raised  during  the  war  to  three  and  fyar  dolwrs 
an  advance  of  three  hundred  per  eeac:;  m  that 
there  was  less  profit  per  eent^  on  the  eapilai  em- 
ployed by  the  maanraotorer  at  high  priMs  of  the 
doth,. so  much  the  sohjeet  of  complaint,  Aan  at 
the  former  modemie  prices 

We  trust  that  tins  strong  fhctf  "e^idi  can  be 
judicially  proved  at  the  bar  of  your  Hooae^  wiH 
prevent  cmy  man  of  honor  or  candor,  an  be  vahMs 
his  reputation,  from  eiver  again  repeating  so  bb* 
founded  an  accosation. 

But  if  we  have  never.relcRted'  this  cbaij^agiamat 
our  accusers,  if  we  havie  fodnnie  leewaiaatsoa, 
it  has  not  been  for  want  of  auHteriala,  botfroaa  am 


241S 


AFFffiNBtX. 


2414 


PfffiuNion  to-  ifMMficaii  JUbntv^^Ktafw. 


unwiltingacRS  to  eherish  an  ufikind  and  unfriend- 
Ijr  spirit  towards  our  fellow-citizens.  And  now, 
Botwitfasttnding  the  repented  and  wanton  proYOca- 
tioDB  we  have  reeeived,  we  resort  to  the  measare 
with  pain.  We  should  gkdl^  harehnried  in  ohli- 
vion  aU  our  causes  of  complaint,  and  cherished  a 
kind  aud  fraternal  spirit,  in  the  hope  of  exciting  a 
suitable  reciprocation,  out  the  s^le  and  manner 
of  the  accusalioiis  against  us,  their  unceasing  re- 
petition, the  hostile  disposition  they  display,  and 
the  ruinous  consequences  they  ahre  calculated  to 
produce  oa  the  general  welfare  of  the  nation, 
reader  it  a  duty  to  ourselves,  to  our  country,  and 
to  the  cause  ot  truth,  to  prove  that  our  accusers 
are  far  from  invulnerable  in  this  point,  and  are 
under  high  obligations  to  us  for  past  forbearance. 

In  the  year  1788  flour  was  four  dollars  per  bar- 
rel in  our  seaports,  which  was  regarded  as  a  fair 
and  liberal  price.  In  the  next  year  the  demand 
for  the  supply  of  FraBce  look  place,  and  this  arti- 
cle was  raised  to  five  aud  six  dollars;  from  vear 
to  year  afterwards  it  rose  to  ten,  twelve,  and  four- 
teen dollars ;  and  probably  it  averased,  during  the 
whole  of  the  French  revolution,  aoove  ten.  We 
submit  to  a  candid  world  whether  this  fact  does 
not  more  completely  establish  the  charge  oC  "extor- 
tioD,"  than  the  rise  of  broadcloth  from  eight  or 
nine  to  fourteen  dollars,  or  even  to  thirty,  had  It 
tBk«n  place,  when  itb  raw  material  rose  from 
sevedty-^ive  cents  to  four  dollars  per  pound ;  and 
whether  the  rise  on  the  wool  itself  is  not  incom- 
parably more  ^^ extortionate"  than  that  on  the 
broadcloth?  The  latter  was  not  only  justifiable, 
b«t  imperiously  necessary,  by  the  rise  which  we 
have  stated  on  the  raw  material ;  but,  for  the  rise 
on  wool  or  flour,  no  such  reason  existed.  It  did 
not  proceed  from  aaT  advance  '*iu  the  intrinsic 
Takie  of  the  article,'' to  borrow  the  words  of  the 
Petersburg  remonstrance,  ^  nor  from  a  considera- 
tion of  WMt  price  woisdd  aflford  a  fair  profit  to  the" 
iarmera ;  **  but  how  much  the  necessities  of  the 
consumers  enabled  them  to  extoK." 

At  the  same  period  (1788)  buttev  was  ten  cents 
per  pouad ;  beef  and  pork  five  cents ;  tobacco  three 
or  four ;  and  all  other  agricultural  articles  in  the 
same  proportion.  They  have  since  been  raised 
from  one  to  two  hundred  per  cent,  above  those 
prices.  YelNve  hare  never  alleged  against  the 
farmers  or  planters  the  odious  charge  of  "  extor- 
tion," at  which  they  wocM  have  revolted.  Have 
they,  we  aak,  a- right  to  raise  their  prices  one  or 
two  hnndted'  per  cent,  at  {deasure,  when  the  d^ 
mand  warrants  it^  without  <<  extortion  $"  and  yet 
Co  wound  the  IMings  and  injure  the  characters  of 
their  fellow-citizens,  by  the  odious  imfputatiod  of 
"  extortion,"  when  the  advance  of  the  raw  material 
by  thenaMlves  renders  a  rise  of  manufactures  ne- 
cessary? If  this  be  a  chartered  privilege,  we 
wish  to  know  whence  it  is  derived,  and  by  what 
tenure  it  is  held.  Seriously,  we  presume  this  to 
be  the  strongest  iUuslration  of  the  parable  of  the 
beam  and  the  mote  that  the  variegated  history  of 
mankind  presents. 

Plonr  is  now  four  dollars  and  seventy-five  eents 
per  barrel  on  the  seaboard.  Should  war  or  famine 
take  place  in  Sorope^  the  price  would  be  immedi- 


atelv  raised  one,  two,  three,  four,  or  five  doUafa 
per  barrel ;  and  in  proportion  to  the  intensity  of 
the  distress  would  be  the  tax  levied  on  the  con- 
sumers in  this  country.    There  are  about  three 
millions  of  white  people  in  the  United  States  not 
engaged  in  agriculture,  who  consume,  on  an  aver- 
age, two  barrels  of  flour  per  annum.    A  rise  of 
three  dollars,  which  might  take  place  immedii^tdy. . 
in  case  of  a  very  extraordinary  demand,  would 
amount,  on  this  article,  to  a  gain  of  eighteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  levied  by  the  farmers  on  the  rest 
of  the  community  during  the  ensuing  year,  exclu- 
sive of  probably  an  equal  amount  on  all  other  agri- 
cultural productions,  liable  to  a  proportionate  ad- 
vance ofprice.    And  this  is  not  a  mere  hypothesis- 
of  what  may  occur;  it  is  the  history  of  the  last, 
thirty  years,  and  of  the  immense  prices  (again  to^ 
borrow  the  vituperant  language  of  the  remon- 
strance) which  ^  the  necessities  of  the  consumeta 
have  enabled"  the  farmers  "  to  extort." 

Nothing  but  the  endless,  the  irritating  misrep^^• 
sentations  we  have  experienced,  would  induce  Us 
to  retort  this  strong^  language  upon  our  accusers. 

The  United  Agricultural  Societies  of  Virginia 
prefer  a  claim  to  a  high  degree  of  superiority  over 
the  other  classes  of  the  community,  which  calls  fbr 
observation.    They  state  that — 

**  In  every  nation,  with  whose  internal  aAkiis 
we  are  familiarly  acquainted,  the  landed  interest 
has  been  proverbial  for  their  liberaKty  in  compar- 
ison with  any  other  class." 

It  is  unfortunate  that  this  assumption  of  liber- 
ality appears  in  an  instrument,  the  direct  object  of 
which  is  to  bar  the  door  to  the  relief  of  their  fel- 
low-citizens, and  to  consign  them  and  their  fami- 
lies to  that  wretchedness  and  ruin  which  has  be- 
fallen so  many  of  their  brethren!  Before  this 
claim  to  **  proverbial  liberality"  can  be  admitted, 
proofs  must  be  adduced  different  from  the  docu- 
ment in  which  it  is  asserted.  The  contrast  be- 
tween this  strong  assumption  and  the  object  of  the 
remonstrance,  though  very  striking,  is  not  uncom- 
mon. Every  day's  experience  so  strongly  proves 
the  extreme  discrepancy  between  profession  and 
practice,  that  no  illustration  can  be  necessary. 

The  societies  distinctly  hold  forth  to  the  worM 
that  agriculture  neither  has  been,  nor  is,  secured 
by  "protecting  duties."    They  state — 

"We  solicit  not  the  fostering  care  or  patrona|(e 
of  the  Legislature  to  alleviate,  by  bounties,  mo- 
nopolies, or  protecting  duties,  calamities  in  thefr 
nature  as  inevitable  as  they  are  incurable  by  legis- 
lative interposition." 

The  Fredericksburg  Society  also  state — 

"We  ask  no  tax  upon  manufacturers  for  ottr 
benefit.  Neither  do  we  ask  any  thine  of  GoverU- 
ment,  to  enable  us  to  cultivate  the  soil  as  we  cpuld 
wish." 

The  high  character  of  the  members  of  those  so- 
cieties foibids  the  supposition  that  this  was  an  in- 
tentional misstatement.  We  are,  therefore,  inex- 
pressibly astonished  at  the  utter  unacquaintance 
with  the  real  state  of  the  case  betrayed  in  these 
quotations,  which  evinces  how  superficially  these 
gentlemen  studied  the  subject  on  which  they  un- 
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4ertook  to  interpose  to  prevent  the  success  of  our 
applications  for  relief. 

The  view  they  present  is  so  far  from  fact,  that  it 
is  the  reverse  of  tact.  The  average  of  duties  on 
such  agricultural  productions  as  are  usually  im- 
ported into  this  country  has  been,  from  the  com- 
Snencement  of  the  Government,  far  higher  than 
those  on  manufactures. 

We  will  state  the  case  at  two  periods,  remote 
from  each  other,  viz.,  1789  and  1820.  The  inter- 
mediate space  exhibits  the  same  features. 

In  the  former  period,  cheese  was  subject  to  a 
duty  equal  to  fifty-seven  per  cent. ;  indigo  sixteen, 
snuff  ninety,  manufactured  tobacco  one  hundred, 
coals  fifteen,  hemp  and  cotton  twelve;  whereas, 
seven-eighths  of  all  the  manufactures  imported, 
including  cottons,  woollens,  and  iron,  were  sub- 
ject to  only  five  per  cent.  This^  we  presume,  is 
full  proof  of  the  inequality  of  the  system  of  legis- 
lation with  which  the  Government  commenced, 
and  of  the  care  with  which  the  agriculturists,  who 
formed  the  great  mass  of  the  National  Legislature, 
guarded  their  own  interests. 

Hemp,  at  present,  is  subject  to  a  duty  equiva- 
lent to  twenty-six  per  cent. ;  cotton  thirty,  cheese 
ninety,  spirits  eighty,  snuff  seventy-five,  manufac- 
tured tobacco  one  hundred,  coals  thirty-eight  and 
a  half,  sugar  thirty-seven  and  a  half,  and  potatoes 
fifteen — averaging  fifty-eisht  per  cent.  Few  other 
^articles,  the  product  of  the  earth,  are  imported ; 
but  they  are  all,  except  three  or  four,  subject  to  fif- 
teen per  cent. 

Ol  the  manufactures  imported  in  the  year  1818, 
one  twenty-fifth  part  paid  a  duty  of  seven  and  a 
half  per  cent.,  one-third  fifteen,  one-sixth  twenty, 
two-fifths  twenty-five,  and  one  twenty-fifth  part 
thirty  per  cent.* 

On  tnis  striking  contrast,  which  affords  no  proof 
of  ^*  the  prozerbial  liberality"  of  the  landed  inter- 
est, we  offer  but  a  single  comment.  It  adds  one  to 
the  numerous  melancholy  instances  with  which 
history  abounds,  that  where  one  particular  inter- 
est predominates  in  a  l^islative  body,  the  others 
rarely  experience  impartial  iustice.  We  will  no- 
tice only  one  article,  which  places  in  a  strong 
point  of  lieht  the  different  degree  of  protection  ex- 
perienced by  agriculture  and  manufactures.  Cot- 
ton, a  raw  material,  is  subject  to  a  duty  of  thirty 
per  cent,  and  the  freight  is  about  the  same.  The 
cotton  planter  has  therefore  a  protection  of  sixty 

Ser  cent. ;  whereas  fine  muslins  and  cambrics  pay 
ut  twenty-seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  duty,  and 
the  freight  is  not  more  than  one  or  two  per  cent. 
Thus,  the  planter,  who  disclaims  the  idea  of  "  pro- 
tection," has  an  advantage  over  his  manufacturing 
'iellow-citizens  of  above  thirty  per  cent.,  indepen- 
dent of  the  immense  difference  between  the  pro- 
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tection  necessary  for  articles  prodiKed^;! 
tureand  those  by  machinery.  Itmiii  i 
without  danger  of  contradiction,  ikau:  ] 
be  better  pnrotected  by  a  duty  of  mi*  | 
than  cambrics  or  muslins  by  sixty  or  ^^h 
do  not  find  that  the  tariff  of  ux^^-  i 
whatever  presents  such  an  extraoiki 

Great  emphasis  is  laid,  by  tber'^^i 
cietie.<s  on  toe  danger  of  "moDOffe;: 
one  class  or  order  at  the  expense  di.^ 

This  forms  a  fertile  theme,  mt.-  ^ 
cant  very  freely.     They  lemoDstni- . 

"  Unequal  and  partial  taxes,  awir::i?- 1 
privileges,  or  sustaining  the  maBtiik'.-  j 
enjoyment  of  oppressive  m<»opolib'.i 
ultimately  to  grind  us  and  oarci^s-^ 
dust  and  ashes." 

"  In  this  way  alone  can  the  beodit^  -.  .1 
ernment  be  equalized  among  the  ^r  -i 
and  classes  of  society,  the  prospentYi&:« 
of  which  depend  not  upon  immow&e^  - 
and  monopolies  granted  to  ODedi»: 
the  expense  of  another,"  &c. 

We  are  constrained  to  state,  thai  i^ 
due  CG|nsideration  which  preTiiisibir' • 
remonstrances  is  here  very  coiispicK&  '- 
poly,  according  to  Johnson,  meaos  'Sit. 
pri?ilegeof  selling  anything."  Ani-"- 
list,  according  to  tne same^uthontjiV' 
by  engrossing  or  by  patent,  otoiar^.^ 
or  privilege  of  vending  any  comrou  ^' 
is  not,  therefore,  such  a  thing  or  )ea-* 
country  as  a  monopoly  or  mooojMls  t*  •*-* 
our  present  Constitution  exists,  m  BR ^^^ 

nopoly.  For,  suppose  ^'^^^^^^t 
ton,  iron,  and  leather  were  alujga»?^-; 
those  branches  would  be  open  '?.wp"| 
and  consequently  to  the  compeow.  «^  ^ 
of  the  community — ^to  farmcRWistJi 
and  even  to  capitalists  from  »!«"/?•  ^^ 
Europe,  if  they  judged  proper  b***-^ 
Where,  then,  is  the  monopoly?  j^ 
While  the  agricultural  socirt»»^^ 
nouncing  what  they  thought  wj*^  ^ 
the  odious  term  "  monopoly," "f^y^  ^  .^ 
that  they  were  themselves  ^'^Z^^,^ 
accusation  than  those  againstn^^^^, 
it  The  great  mass  of  the  •JT^  d  '^ 
purchased  by  the  farmers  "^JJufoir'l 
Southern  States,  and  po^^^yJ^BaH 
are  purchased  by  those  in  ^y^r^fj^^ 
Whereas,  the  manufacturers  of  ^.^liU 
have  not  consumed  of  foreign  aiw«l^^. 
drink,  since  the  organi2atioD  of  t»"^ 

ernment,  two  per  cent.  -.-wsii.*' 

Thus,  while  there  has  been  aj  u^;^ 
against  « the  monopoly"  of  »«»    ^.,.j 
whose  market  is  open  to  and  ^^'^^i 
from  half  the  nations  t)f  B"^J^> 
the  farmers  and  planters  ^^^^Z^uti^'^' 
monopoly ;"  which,  howerer,  v^^  ^  ^ 
supply  of  the  home  market  [^^^^ifs- 
whether  a  more extraordinarv^      ^i^ 

We  shall  conclude  our  obs^^^ 
memorials  with  one  forlher  fx^    So^ 
"To  guard"  (the  FredenctoW 
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serves)  "against  the  possibility  of  misapprehen- 
sion, we  take  this  occasion  to  say  that  we  are  in- 
capable of  feeling  any  thing  like  enmity  against 
manufacturers,  or  any  other  useful  description  of 
citizens,  but  heartily  wish  them  all  the  success  to 
which  their  skill  and  industry  may  entitle  them, 
in  whatever  way  applied." 

This  declaration  would  have  been  more  accept 
table,  and  claimed  our  gratitude,  had  it  not  ac- 
companied an  attempt,  on  the  {>art  of  those  who 
make  it,  to  do  us  all  the  injury  in  their  power  to 
inflict;  to  prevent  a  compliance  with  our  just 
claims,  and  to  perpetuate  our  present  intolerable 
sufferings. 

Your  memorialists  rec^ret  to  find  that  the  same 
adverse  spirit  towards  them  that  prevails  among 
these  small  bodies  of  tbeir  agricultural  fellow-citi- 
zens has  been  excited  among  a  portion  of  the  mer- 
cantile class.  They  request  your  favorable  hear- 
ing of  a  few  remarks  on  the  memorial  of  the 
merchants  of  Salem  on  this  subject.  It  "  calls  the 
attention  of  Congress  to  measures  that  have  re- 
cently been  proposed,  and  apparently  approved,  for 
the  purpose  of  prohibiting  the  importation  of  for- 
eign woollen  and  cotton  goods." 

Your  memorialists  are  constrained  to  state  that 
this  view  is  very  uncandid.  They  never  did  con- 
template "a  prohibition  of  foreign  cotton  and 
woollen  goods,"  generally.  There  is  not  a  sane 
man  in  the  country  who,  if  he  had  the  power, 
would  enact  a  total  exclusion.  A  large  portion 
of  those  goods  is  not,  and  for  a  long  time  to  come 
cannot  1^  manufactured  in  this  country,  and 
therefore  must  be  imported.  Your  memorialists 
deprecate  and  solemnly  protest  against  the  influ- 
ence of  a  system  which  has  been  heretofore  too 
successfully  pursued ;  that  is,  defeating  their  fair 
and  legitimate  obiects,  by  ascribing  to  them  views 
which  they  wholly  disclaim.  Of  this  unfair  sys- 
tem, their  dearest  interests  have  been  frequently 
the  victims.  Were  it  necessary,  they  could  pro- 
duce numerous  instances  of  early  and  recent  date. 

"  If  we  are  not  willing  to  receive  foreign  manu- 
factures, we  cannot  reasonably  suppose  that  foreign 
nations  will  receive  our  raw  materials." 

"  We  cannot  force  them  to  become  buyers  when 
they  are  not  sellers,  or  to  consume  our  cottons 
when  they  cannot  pay  the  price  in  their  own 
fabrics." 

"  We  cannot  expect  them  to  carry  on  a  ruinous 
trade,  when  the  profit  is  all  on  our  side." 

These  paragraphs  are  liable  to  the  exceptions 
urged  against  the  preceding  one.  They  assume 
the  extraordinary  idea,  (which  insanity  alone  could 
harbor,)  that  importation  is  expected  to  be  wholly 
prohibited.  All  that  is  necessary  for  the  restora- 
tion of  the  country,  and  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
manufacturers,  is  such  a  modification  of  tbe  tariff 
as  will  reduce  our  imports  within  the  limits  of  our 
exports,  and  prevent  our  manufactures  and  manu- 
facturers from  bein^  overwhelmed  by  the  inordir 
nate  inundation  of  loreign  fabrics. 

"  While  the  manufacturers  are  left  free  to  engage 
in  their  own  peculiar  pursuits,  enjoying,  in  com- 
mon with  others,  a  reasonable  protection  from  the 
Qovernmyent,  the  memorialists  trust  it  is  no  undue 


claim  on  their  part  to  plead  for  the  freedom  of 
commerce  also,  as  tbe  natural  ally  of  agriculture 
and  naval  greatness." 

There  is  an  assumption  here  of  "  freedom  for  the 
manufacturers,"  which  is  not  warranted  by  the 
fact.  When  their  business  is  annihilated,  and 
themselves  ruined  by  the  immoderate  introduction 
of  foreign  merchandise,  as  has  occurred  to  too 
many  ot  them,  can  it  be  said  that  they  "  are  free  to 
engage  in  their  own  peculiar  pursuits?"  We  will 
render  this  plain,  by  applying  it  to  the  case  of  the 
merchants.  The  vessels  employed  in  the  coasting 
trade  for  thirty  years  have  averaged  about  four 
hundred  thousand  tons  annually.  Were  foreign 
vessels  allowed  to  engage  in  tnat  trade,  to  the 
amount  of  three  hundred  thousand  tons,  would  it 
not  be  a  mockery  were  the  merchants  informed, 
while  their  ships  were  rotting  at  the  wharves,  and 
themselves  reduced  to  bankruptcy,  that  "  they  were 
free  to  engage  in  their  own  peculiar  pursuits?" 
And  is  it  not  a  perfectly  analogous  case,  when  the 
manufacturers  are  ruined,  and  their  machinery 
rotting  and  rusting  through  the  extravagant  influx 
of  foreign  articles,  to  be  gravely  told  that  they 
are  "  free  to  engage  in  their  own  peculiar  pur- 
suits V\ 

"  It  is  a  sound  political  maxim,  that  tbe  more 
free  trade  i.'<,  and  tne  more  widely  it  circulates,  the 
more  sure  will  be  its  prosperity.  Every  restriction 
which  is  not  indispensable  for  the  purposes  of  rev- 
enue is  a  shoal  which  will  impede  its  progress,  and 
not  unfrequently  jeopard  its  security." 

The  doctrine  here  advanced^  on  the  broad  and 
unqualified  scale  on  which  it  is  predicated,  is  un- 
sound and  contrary  to  the  practice  of  the  most 
prosperous  States,  and  to  the  principles  of  the 
wisest  statesmen.  Can  the  prosperity  of  trade  be 
promoted  by  the  free  introduction  of  foreign  luxu- 
ries, which  destroy  the  industry  of  our  own  citizens? 
Has  it  been  promoted  by  the  immoderate  quanti- 
ties of  goods  imported  into  this  country,  whereby 
its  circulating  medium  has  been  exhausted,  and 
an  enormous  debt  contracted  for  articles  which 
our  own  citizens  could  have  supplied  ? 

To  test  this  plausible  maxim,  which  has  done 
infinite  injury  to  this  country,  we  wiH,  as  in  the 
former  case,  apply  it  to  the  merchants  themselves. 
The  use  of  foreign  vesseb  is  almost  virtually  pro- 
hibited in  this  country  by  ''  restrictions  not  indts^ 
pensable  for  the  purposes  of  revenue."  Suppose 
these  "  restrictions"  were  removed,  and  that  foreign 
vessels  were  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  as  our 
own.  what  would  be  the  cons^uence?  They 
would  be  employed  here  in  large  numbers,  to  the 
ruin  of  the  merchants  and  ship- builders.  WouM 
they  not,  in  that  case,  as  zealously  contend  against 
the  maxim  as  they  now  uphold  it  ?  And  can  there 
be  any  just  reason  why  the  manufacturer,  entitled 
to  equal  rights  with  tne  merchant,  should  be  ru- 
ined by  forei^  rivals,  and  the  merchant  secured 
against  this  rivalship  ?  In  the  scales  of  impartial 
justice,  the  rights  of  each  ought  to  have  equal 
weight. 

Although  the  merchants  of  Salem  invoke  Con- 
gress in  such  emphatical  terms  to  support  that 
"  freedom  of  trade"  which  impoverishes  the  natioui 
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and,  bf  expomg  their  manafactaring  feUovr-eiti* 
zeon  to  the  competitton  of  rirals  in  every  (garter 
of  the  world,  has  ruined  so  large  a  portion  of  them, 
there  is  scarcely  a  session  in  which  the  mercan- 
tile interest  does  not  memorialize  Congress  for 
protection  against  foreign  competition.  On  this 
conduct,  so  partial  to  themselves,  and  so  exces- 
sively unkind  to  us,  we  dare  not  trust  ourselves  to 
comment. 

It  would  extend  this  memorial  to  an  unreason- 
able len^h  if  we  |ttrttcularized  one-half  of  the 
*<  restrictions"  of  foreign  commerce  in  favor  of  our 
merchants.  We  shall  confine  ourselves  to  a  few 
prominent  eases  to  prove  that  this  maxim,  now  so 
zealously  urged,  has  had  no  weight  when  the  in- 
terests of  that  class  were  at  stake ;  and  that  the 
*' restrictions"  on  foreign  commerce  which  they 
succeeded  in  obtaining,  were  not  only  '^not  indis- 
pensable for  the  purposes  of  revenue}"  but  in  many 
cases  pernicious  to  it. 

When  the  competition  of  foreign  merchants  in 
the  coasting  trade  was  wisely  destroyed  in  the 
very  outset  of  the  Government,  by  a  heavy  pro- 
hibitory tonnage  daty,  and  afterwards  by  positive 
prohibition,  was  this  measure  ''  indispensable  for 
the  purposes  of  revenue  ?"  Was  it  not,  according 
to  the  Salem  memorial,  a  '^  shoal  to  impede  the 
progress  of  trade?" 

When,  in  the  first  session  of  Congress,  foreign 
merchants  were  excluded  from  the  China  trade 
by  extra  duties  on  teas  imported  in  foreign  vessels, 
averaging  one  hundred  and  seven  per  cent,  were 
they  ^* necessary  for  the  purposes  of  revenue?" 
Dia  they  not  rather  impair  the  revenue  ? 

When,  more  recently,  an  extra  tonnage  duty  of 
two  dollars  per  ton  was  imposed  on  foreign  vessels 
aff riving  from  ports  which  American  vessels  were 
not  allowed  to  enter,  was  this  <^  necessary  for  the 
purposes  of  revenue  ?"  Where  then  was  tne  alarm 
about  ^  shoals  to  impede  the  progress  of  trade  ?" 

Wi»  the  act  prohibiting  the  introduction  of  plas^ 
ter  of  Paris  in  foreign  vessels  "necessary  for  the 
purposes  of  revenue  ?"  or  was  it  not  rather  "  a 
shoal  to  impede  the  progress  of  trade?" 

Was  the  act  passed  in  a  late  session  of  Consress, 
of  which  the  object  was  to  coerce  the  British  na<> 
tion  to  abandon  the  chief  feature  of  their  naviga- 
tion act,  which  they  prize  so  highly^  "  necessary 
for  the  purposes  of  revenue?"  Has  it  not,  on  the 
eoBtrary,  injuriou^y  afiected  revenue  and  agricul* 
tore? 

And,  in  fine,  we  ask,  and  hope  for  a  fair  and 
explicit  answer,  whether  the  strong  "  restrictions" 
now  contemplated  against  both  Great  Britain  and 
Prance  are  "necessary  for  the  purposes  of  rev- 
enue ?"  Whether  they  are  not,  like  the  former, 
^shoals  to  jeopard"  agriculture  and  **  revenue  ?" 

The  acts  above  alluded  to,  and  a  great  variety 
of  others  which  abound  in  our  statute  book,  do  not 
require  much  comment.  They  speak  a  language 
not  to  be  misunderstood.  It  appears,  and  cannot 
fail  to  astonish  your  honorable  Houses,  that  while 
the  merchants  nave,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  Government,  applied  for  and  been  favored  with 
"restrictions"  not  only  "not  necessary  for  the  pur- 
poses of  revenue,"  but  in  many  cases  pernicious  to 


it,  a  porlion  of  them  now  aseiQfte»»{ 
defeat  tbe  reasonable  o)i)eets  of  your  «.i{ 
and  coDsi^i  them  todestnicti<n.atr^ 
that  the  restrictions  coatempliledaf!  -^ 
sary  for  the  purposes  of  revcnoer 

"  One  saciiilee  is  to  be  demsnMflpL* 
one  prohibition  heaped  upon  aaodrr. 
sources  of  foreign  commerce  a]*i» ; 
domestic   maaufaetiHVs,  safiaiMva:*^ 
bounties,  absorb  the  whole  niOBff>»r3 
nation." 

It  ill    becomes  the  advoeiKii-?^ 
"  sustained  by  enormous  booflneS;''£.'r 
tributes  to  mrbary  Powers;  iix^r^ 
a  most  oppressive  naval  expes^iisitL'L 
for  the  current  year  to  $3^0SC.i3- 
which  has  entailed  on  the  oitiaif:- 
nearly  ^aOOO,000,  to  hold  dwlM^ 
ing  manolactiveB,  on  which  t^Gr'Vf 
never    expen«ied  a  single  oat  u  r  *« 
And  what,  we  ask,  has  calM  ftrdii' 
ical  denunciation  oi  manaftctap  ^ 
request,  on  the  part  of  the  nmik?'  , 
duty  of  forty  or  fifty  per  eest  oifa^ 
lens,  iron,  and  some  other  tfteb  e  ? 
enable  our  citizens  to  compete  wAi^itf 

and  half-clothed  workmen  of  foR^J*^ 
is  the  tremendous  danger  which  b"'"-' 
the  sources  of  foreiga  coauneref/tt^"-*^* 
the  moneyed  capital  of  ^  natioor 

We  cannot  ibrbear  to  state  tb«f  ''^^ 
the  intrinsic  goednessof  a  csosc,  ^* 
are  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  At«<^ 
and  extravngant  portraits  of  (h«ff'==;^ 
no  existence  but  in  their  owh  ^^^ 

« It  is  not  a  little  remarkableih!**-^ 
are  not  only  repugnant  to  <1«»,^ ' , 
trade  which  the  United  Sttie^fi^ 
forcibly  and  perscveringW  «>'*'r*J^^l 
sure  foundation  of  national  1*3^^ 
pressed  upon  us  at  a  nwiaeBtvw^^j, 
of  the  Old  World,  in  admiratiooij*^ 
our  policy,  are  relaxing  t*»*'^?^fe- 
tems,  and  yielding  themsdresfc^^i 
trine,  that  national  wealth  rs ^^i^i 
free  interchange  of  commodiw^^ 
perfect  reciprocity."  ^^  fe  ai^  |» 

It  is  painful  to  us  to  statt^T  Vfelu*' 
graph  rests  upon  untenable  f*^,^-, 
vain  for  the  evidences  of  "jJ^fSW^r 
on  which  the  merchants  P'**^juj'  V- 
Where  are  those  evidences  to  bej^^^, 
the  decay  and  destructioa  of  «  »^^^^  t 
the  national  industry?  fl^,?^?'^' 
ticmal  prosperity,"  tten  '^?^^^^^\ 
a  degree  unexampled  m  >** /f  ^,i^* 
torval  between  the  cioseoftfl«^j|j^i- 
and  the  establishment  of  ^^f^Lg»^'^ 
wment.  Is  it  in  tbe  dechnc  of  cflB°^f  ^  t 
igation  ?  Is  it  in  the  ^"^^^^  t!^ 
portion  of  the  merchants,  «i«fl^v^/ 

turers  of  the  countiy  7    Ijjf  ^^hd^. 
which  the  Legislatures  of  f<»fOf»(^#s 

have  adopted,  of  anwJDgJf  .^Z  j'' 
and  suspending  the  ww^*'^  die  »«^ 
the  augmentation  of  po*  "^ 
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awndicAnlB  and  soap-  houses  ?  Ifr  it  in  the  faikure 
of  revenue  to  the  ^lormous  amount  of  ^,000^009 
for  tiie  present  year?  Is  it  in  the  exclusion  of  one 
c^oor  ohief  s^les  frotn  the  British  markets,  and 
the  Tery  great  depreciation  of  the  price  of  the  rest  ? 
Ls  i%  ift  a  word,  m  that  state  of  aTO.irs,  jnsdy  cha- 
racterized in  a  recent  report,  by  the  l^ecretax y  of 
the  Treasury,  in  these  strong  terms : 

^'  Bat  £ew  examples  have  occurred  of  distMss  so 
general,  and  so  severe,  as  that  which  has  been  ex- 
hibited in  the  United  States  ?*' 

These,  alas!  are  no  symptoms  of  ^nationid 
prosperity,"  and  of  ^  She  success  of  our  policy," 
which,  we  are  told,  and  with  a  grave  and  sober 
air,  as  if  the  asserticn  w«re  irrefragable,  excites  "  the 
admiration  of  the  statesmen  of  the  Old  World !" 

We  look  around  in  vain,  we  repeat^  fof  this 
^^  national  prosperity,"  which  sounds  so  captivat- 
in^y.  AimI  we  look  ec^ually  in  vain  for  *'  the  ad- 
miration of  the  statesmen  of  the  Old  World,"  of 
^^  the  success  of  ova  policy,"  which  is  brought  for- 
ward to  tickle  our  national  vanity.  It  would  be 
vain  to  seek  for  the ''  success  of  a  policy,"  ^ich, 
after,  twenty  years  of  a  most  extensive  commerce, 
in  which  we  eeeeived  exorbitant  prices  for  all 
our  staples,  has,  in  five  years  of  profound  peace, 
with  abundant  harvests,  and  wholly  free  from  any 
ikaturai  calamity,  reduced  an  itttelligent,  indus- 
trious^ active  population^  possessed  of  almost-  every 
possible  advantage  of  soil  and  ciamate,  with  water 
power  unequalled  in  the  world,  from  a  towering 
state  of  prosperity  to  its  present  lamentable  situa- 
tion— a  situation  which,  notwithstanding  *Uhe 
admiration  of  the  statesmen  of  the  Old  World," 
emphatically  warns  us  to  change  a  policy,  which 
built  our  prosperity  not  on  the  solid  basis  of  na- 
tional industry,  but  on  the  wretched  foundation  of 
foreign  wan  and  famines^  and  has  rendered  us  de- 
pendent on  foreign  nations  even  for  the  chief  part 
of  the  clothes  we  wear,  although  possessed  of  the 
most  valuable  raw  material  in  the  world,  to  an 
extent  commensurate  with  the  demand  of  nearly 
luilf  the  globe. 

But  if  we  look  in  vain  for  this  ^  national  pros- 
perity," for  "  the  success  of  our  policy,"  and  for 
((Uie  adnuratioB  of  die  statesmen  of  the  Old 
World,"  we  look  equally  in  vain  for  *' the  relax- 
ation of  the  rigor  of  tlkeir  system.  When  this  me- 
morial was  draught,  eany  in  January  last,  and 
likewise  when  it  was  presented  to  Congress^  on  the 
31st  of  that  month,  there  was  not  before  the  Amer- 
ican nation  a  trace  of  such  relaxation  in  any  part 
of  Europe  whatever.  The  assumption,  therefore, 
on  vrfaicn  so  much  of  the  argument  of  the  memo- 
rial is  predicated  was  unwarranted  by  the  fact. 

The  ootmtries  with  which  the  chi^  part  of  our 
intereourse  is  carried  on  are  Qreat  Britain  and 
Prance.  In  the  three  last  years  of  our  domestic 
exports,  amounting  to  $193,000)000,  there  were 
$141,000,000  exported  to  these  two  countries; 
whereas,  to  Russia,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Nwway, 
PriMsia,  the  Hanse  Towns,  and  all  the  ports  of 
Geyrmany,  we  only  exported  911,000,000.  Of 
oourse^  we  are  little  interested  in  the  commercial 
aonanifements  of  those  nations. 

The  signers  of  the  Salem  memorial  are  cafied 


upon  to  produce  any  symptom  in  Great  Britain  or 
France  of  this  very  extraordinary  "admiration,* 
or  its  effects.  Our  policy  is  truly  a  subject  of 
« admiration"  for  the  desolation  it  has  produced,  as 
hurricanes  and  tornadoes  are ;  but  not  of  imitation 
to  any  wise  nation.  No  symptoms  of  such  imita> 
tion  can  be  found.  On  the  contrary,  the  cords  are 
every  day  drawn  tighter.  So  far  as  r^pects  France, 
the  Edinburgh  Review  for  July,  1819,  informs  us 
that— 

^'The  anti-commercial  system  of  the  ex-Empe^ 
ror,  instead  of  being  modined  or  repealed,  has,  in 
fact,  been  adopted  in  all  its  extent,  by  his  legitimate 
successors,  and  in  their  hands  has  become  doubly 
efficient." 

No  alteration  has  taken  place  since  that  period'. 
We  are  therefore  warranted  to  state  that  the  "ad* 
miration"  and  imitation  of  i'the  success  of  our 
policy,"  which  form  so  capital  an  item  in  the  Sa- 
lem memorial,  cannot  be  substantiated  in  France. 
And  the  rigorous  acts  recently  passed  and  now 
contemplated  by  this  Grovernment,  to  counteract 
the  British  restrictive  commercial  policy,  prove 
that  that  nation,  in  like  manner,  does  not  fall 
within  the  description  of  the  Salem  memorial,  as 
excited  to  "admiration"  or  imitation  of  "our  pol- 
icy" by  its  wonderful  "  success." 

When  the  Salem  merchants  laid  down  the 
maxim  that  "  national  wealth  is  best  promoted  by 
a  free  interchange  of  commodities,  upon  principles 
of  perfect  reciprocity,"  did  they  mean  to  convey 
the  idea  that  the  United  States  enjoy  such  a  "free 
interchange?"  It  cannot  be.  There  is  no  nation 
in  the  world  which  carries  on  commerce  more 
completely  destitute  of  "  perfect  reciprocity." 

Our  ports  are  open  to  the  manuntctures  of  aQ 
the  world.  Whereas,  most  of  the  ports  of  Europe, 
and  all  those  of  the  colonies  of  that  quarter  of  the 
globe,  are  shut  against  ours.  This  is  a  practical 
commentary  on  the  "perfect  reciprocity"  which 
the  Salem  memorial  insimiates  we  enjoy. 

Again :  we  exchange  necessaries  of  life,  and 
raw  materials  in  the  most  rude  state,  for  manufac^ 
tures  elaborated  with  the  last  finish  of  human  in- 
dustry and  skill :  thus,  in  every  cise,  we  exchange 
the  labor  of  two  or  three,  and,  in  many,  that  of 
ten,  twenty,  and  thirty  persons  for  one.  Our  cot- 
ton is  returned  to  us  in  a  manufactured  state  at  an 
average  of  fivefold  its  original  cost. 

It  is  this  species  of  one-sided  "  perfect  recipro*' 
city"  which  nas  produced  "  a  distress  so  general 
and  severe'*  that  "few  examples"  of  equal  intensity 
"  have  occurred,**  and  which  has  rendered  the  sit- 
uation of  the  United  States  an  object  of  regret  and 
sympathy  for  its  friends,  and  of  exultation  for  its 
enemies.  It  is  full  time  for  the  guardians  of  the 
nation's  rights  to  secure  to  it  something  like  "  r^ 
ciprociiy,'' in  its  intercourse  with  the  rest  of  the 
world. 

We  cannot  close  this  memorial  without  express- 
ing our  astonishment  and  re^et  that  an  idea  could 
ever  have  prevailed  of  the  existence  of  hostility  be- 
tween the  into^sts  of  agriculture  and  manufac- 
tures ;  whereas,  the  great  mass  of  the  productions 
of  the  former  derive  their  chief  value  from  the 
market  afforded  by  the  latter.    The  hides,  the 
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skins,  the  furs,  the  wool,  a  large  portion  of  the  cot- 
ton, the  timber,  the  coals,  the  lead,  the  iron,  the 
pitch,  the  tar,  the  turpentine,  the  tallow,  the  indigo, 
the  flax  of  the  farmer,  fiod  a  ready  sale  among  the 
manufacturers,  wholikewise  consume  of  provisions 
one  thousand  per  cent,  more  than  the  amount  ex- 
ported to  all  the  world  in  the  most  flourishing  pe- 
riod of  our  history. 

Your  memorialists  are  gratified  to  find  that  the 
opposition  to  their  just  requests  has  been  confined 
to  a  small  portion  of  the  two  great  classes  of  their 
fellow-citizens. 

In  submitting  these  premises  to  the  most  serious 
attention  of  your  honorable  Houses,  your  memo- 
rialists hope  that  you  will  make  such  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  the  tariff  as  will  secure  to  all  persons 
interested  in  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  com- 
merce, a  full  and  equal  share  of  protection. 

THOS.  LEIPER,  Vice  President. 
James  Mease,  Secretary  pro  tern. 

Philadelphia,  April  3, 1820. 


PROTECTION  TO  MANUFACTURES. 

[Commnnicated  to  the  House,  April  34,  1830.] 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepraentO' 
tives  in  Congrese  aesemblea: 

The  memorial  of  the  American  Society  of  the 
city  of  New  York  for  the  encouragment  of  domes- 
tic manufactures  respectfully  represents : 

That  your  memorialists  deem  it  a  duty  incum- 
bent on  them  again  to  address  your  honorable 
bodv  on  the  subjects  embraced  in  their  memorial 
of  tne  16th  December  last. 

The  excessive  and  coiitinued  importation  of 
foreign  manufactures,  which  is  encouraged  and 
supported  by  the  existing  tariff^  the  credit  given 
for  the  duties,  and  free  sales  at  auction,  have  de- 
stoyed  order  and  safety  in  business,  discouraged 
enterprise,  suspended  labor,  and  excited  the  most 
lively  apprehensions  for  the  future  peace  and  wel- 
fare of  the  country. 

The  facts  that  have  transpired  in  this  market 
recently  are  too  important  in  their  bearing  on  this 
subject  to  pass  unnoticed.  By  statements,  care- 
fully made  out.  it  appears  that,  in  this  city  alone, 
about  twelve  tnousand  packages  of  foreign  manu- 
factures have  been  sold  at  auction,  from  the  1st 
January  last  to  15th  April  instant,  the  duties  on 
which  are  estimated  at  $1,000,000;  which  sum, 
by  this  short  process,  has  now  become  active  cap- 
ital, loaned  by  this  Government  to  foreign  manu- 
facturers and  their  agents  in  this  country,  in  aid 
of  such  operations,  to  crush  the  enterprise  and  in- 
dusty  of  tnis  nation. 

The  contrast  between  the  policy  of  this  Govern- 
ment, and  that  of  all  the  great  States  of  Europe, 
on  this  subject,  is  appalling  to  every  citizen  wno 
reflects  upon  it.  We  admit  a  free  importation  of 
all  the  manufactures  and  products  of  Europe  and 
India,  subject  only  to  a  li^ht  duty,  pavable  at  a 
distant  period.  We  admit  foreign  adventurers, 
immediately  on  landing,  to  compete  with  our  cit- 
izens, in  every  profession,  at  their  very  doors,  free 


from  all  taxes,  and  exonerated  from  ali  die  legal 
duties  imposed  on  citizens,  while  they  excJude 
even  our  breadstuffs,  except  i^hen  threatened  by 
famine ;  and  it  is  equally  notorious  that  they  are 
making  every  efibrt  to  exclude  also  our  cotton,  to- 
bacco, and  other  great  staples,  by  oicourafing^ 
the  production  of  them  in  their  colonies.  They 
impose  high  import  duties,  and  slill  higher  excise, 
on  all  foreign  products,  which  are  pavabJe  in  cash, 
on  delivery  of  the  goods  from  the  snip  or  public 
stores,  and  invariably  secure  peculiar  privii^^  to 
their  subjects  over  foreigners. 

Your  memorialists  cannot  believe  ibat  your 
honorable  body  have  been  duly  informed  ot  the 
deleterious  effects^  arisine  from  the  existing  system, 
which  is  availed  of  by  loreiffaers,  to  the  utter  rain 
of  all  regular  business  and  honest  industry.  The 
numerous  memorials  presented  this  session  for  re- 
lief, the  distresses  throughout  the  country  gen- 
erally, the  almost  total  stagnation  of  business  in  ali 
our  great  cities,  speak  a  Tanguase  which  cannot 
be  misunderstood  any  longer.  The  utmost  anx- 
iety exists,  and  is  suspended  on  the  d^berations 
of  your  honorable  body.  The  nation  expects  at 
your  hands  some  efficient  measures  for  rHief  from 
present  embarrassments,  and  security  for  fataie 
enterprise. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  humbly  hope  that 
Congress  will  not  adjourn  without  acting  efi- 
cienUy  on  the  important  bills  now  pendingoefore 
your  nonorable  body. 

W.  FEW,  Via 

Peter  H.  Scbenck,  }  o^..-^    • 

JoBN  E.  Hyoe.  \  ^S"^'*'^"^- 


REMONSTRANCE  AGAINST  AN  INCREASB 
OF  DUTIES  ON  IMPORT& 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  April  28,  ISiO.] 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Raare^ 
sentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
grese  assembled  .* 

The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  respectfully  showeth : 

That  we  have  seen,  with  great  concern,  the  pro- 
ject of  a  bill  reported  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives by  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures, calling  for  a  considerable  increase  of  duties 
on  goods  imported  into  the  United  State.  We 
had  hoped  that,  during  the  uncommon  depression 
of  our  commerce  and  agriculture,  no  measures 
would  have  been  taken  by  our  Government  to  add 
to  the  accumulated  distress  of  either.  If  the  mere 
item  of  revenue  were  the  only  object  proposed  by 
the  bill,  we  should  think  it  inexpedient,  and  as  by 
no  means  calculated  to  effect  the  end  proposed; 
but,  considering  it  as  calculated  seriously  to  injure 
or  perhaps  destroy  our  foreign  commerce,  aad  10 
erect  on  its  ruins  a  manufacturing  system,  locofli- 
patible  with  our  habits  and  the  state  of  our  popa- 
lation,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  those  who  are  to  be 
the  victims,  respectfully  to  remoosirate  against 
such  manifest  injustice. 
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Whatever  may  be  the  merits  of  the  system  of 
finance  which  has  existed  since  the  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  it  is  at  least  entitled  to  suffi- 
cient respect  to  preserve  it  from  abrogation  before 
a  proper  substitute  be  offered.  That  which  is  now 
proposed,  so  far  from  increasing  the  revenue,  will 
m  our  opinion  have  a  contrary  effect,  and  will  at 
the  same  time  tend  to  destroy  our  foreign  com* 
merce,  and  introduce  an  unfavorable  change  in  our 
habits  and  morals.  But  we  beg  leave  to  call  your 
legislative  attention  especially  to  that  class  of  soci- 
ety of  which  we  are  members,  and  to  reflect  upon 
the  consequences  that  will  result,  not  only  to  us, 
but  also  to  the  numerous  descriptions  of  tradesmen 
and  artisans  who  depend  on  us  for  their  employ- 
ment and  support,  from  any  sudden  and  radical 
change  in  our  present  condition.  Our  capitals,  to 
an  immense  amount,  are  vested  in  shipping,  ware- 
houses, wharves,  and  other  appendages,  belonging 
to  mercantile  establishments.    We  have  been  pre- 

Eared  by  education  and  habit  for  the  different 
ranches  of  our  calling,  and  are  unfit  for  any  other. 
Are  we  then  to  be  required  to  submit  to  the  de- 
struction of  our  property,  and  to  renounce  the  great 
branch  of  maritime  commerce  which  is  coeval 
with  the  settlement  of  our  country  ?  It  is  in  the 
power  of  Congress  to  change  our  laws,  but  it  is 
oeyond  its  power  to  change  the  force  of  nature  and 
habit.  We  have  an  extensive  line  of  seacoast, 
indented  with  fine  harbors:  we  have  a  bold  and 
enterprising  population  on  that  seacoast,  to  whom 
the  ocean  has  hitherto  furnished  subsistence  and 
comfort:  they  will,  therefore,  there  is  too  much 
reason  to  believe,  not  be  withdrawn  from  it  by  any 
tariff  that  Congress  may  think  proper  to  estaolish. 
The  honorable,  conscientious  trader,  may  be  com- 
pelled to  abandon  his  calling,  by  reason  of  the 
regulations  which  Congress  may  impose  on  it,  but 
the  smuggler  will  take  his  place,  and  furnish,  on 
easy  terms,  every  article  of  foreign  luxury  on  which 
our  legislators  m^y  impose  prohibitory  duties.  The 
warehouses  and  shipping  may  be  destroyed,  and 
their  owners  ruined^  but  they  will  be  replaced  by 
British  ships  and  British  warehouses  at  Montreal, 
St.  Andrew's,  and  on  the  English  side  of  the 
Lakes. 

We  hope  that  the  class  of  citizens  who  are  so 
zealously  employed  in  this  ffreat  work  of  change 
will  be  called  on  to  show  from  what  source  the 
Gh)vernment  will  derive  its  revenue  during  the 
period  that  must  intervene  between  the  overthrow 
of  the  present  system  and  the  establishment  of 
another ;  nay,  we  will  even  add,  after  it  shall  be 
established.  The  duties  on  imports  are  already 
so  high  that  the  consumption  decreases  daily ;  and 
yet  it  is  proposed  to  increase  the  revenue  by  increa- 
sing the  imposts :  our  own  experience  suggests  a 
very  different  remedy.  Another  policy,  and  we 
think  a  better,  would  have  lowered  the  duties,  and 
sought  for  greater  revenue  in  increased  consump- 
tion. WhUst  these  destructive  restrictions  are  to 
be  resorted  to,  we  hear  nothing  of  internal  taxes, 
when  a  moderate  and  wholesome  tax  on  domestic 
spirits  would  nearly  supply,  of  itself,  the  deficiency 
in  the  revenue.  Whatever  may  be  the  object  of 
the  tariff  proposed,  we  respectfully  believe  the  end 


will  be  such  as  we  have  here  stated.    The  revenue 
will  be  diminished,  and  foreign  commerce  carried 
on  by  fraudulent  dealers.    We  would  ask  the  ad- 
vocates of  this  innovation  for  information  as  to 
what  is  to  be  done  with  our  surplus  agricultural 
productions  during  the  time  of  this  violent  restric- 
tion on  foreign  commerce.    We  know  well  how 
it  is  to  be  disposed  of  when  our  country  shall  be 
covered  with  workshops  and  manufactories.    We 
are  then  to  consume  it  ourselves.    But,  as  the  in- 
terval will  certainly  be  of  many  years  duration,  it 
is  necessary  to  mase  some  previous  arrangement 
for  the  disposal  of  this  important  item.    If  we  tax 
to  prohibition  the  produce  of  other  countries,  those 
countries  will  do  the  same  by  ours.    We  have  a 
notable  instance  in  the  duties  imposed  by  us  on 
the  wines  of  Portugal  and  Spain.    Of  these  we 
destroyed  the  consumption  by  excessive  duties; 
Spain  and  Portugal  have  destroyed  the  consump- 
tion of  our  corn  and  flour  by  the  same  means. 
This  fine  branch  of  trade  was  thus  destroyed ;  and 
how  does  the  account  stand  with  the  parties  now  1 
Why,  we  drink  whiskey  that  pays  no  duties,  and 
Spain  and  Portugal  get  grain  from  other  countries. 
We  imposed  high  duties  on  British  goods,  and  a 
restrictive  duty  on  her  tonnage ;  she  defeated  our 
tonnage  duty  by  an  equivalent  duty  on  our  tonnage, 
and  superaaded  a  bounty  to  her  own.    We  woe 
glad  to  compound,  by  agreeing  to  remove  all  dis- 
criminative duties  and  Munties  on  the  shipping  of 
both  nations.    Had  we  also  agreed  to  diminish 
our  duties  on  such  of  her  manufactures  as  cannoL 
for  a  long  time,  interfere  with  our  own,  we  should 
probably  not  have  witnessed  the  very  extraordinary 
efforts  which  she  has  lately  made  to  procure  cot- 
ton, the  great  staple  of  our  Southern  States,  from 
the  East  Indies,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  value 
of  ours.    She  would  gladly  take  our  raw  mate- 
rials, and  pay  us  in  such  manufactures  as  we  shall 
be  unable  to  rival,  with  the  aid  even  of  {irohibitory 
duties,  for  a  long  senes  of  years.    But,  if  we  take 
measures  to  lessen  the  sale  of  her  goods,  she  will 
not  be  backward  in  retaliating,  by  lessening,  as 
much  as  she  can,  the  consumption  of  our  raw  ma- 
terials.   Unfortunately^  we  nave  no  productions 
of  a  character  so  peculiar  as  to  defy  competition, 
like  the  teas  of  China,  and  the  wines  and  fxrandies 
of  France.    All  of  our  productions  are  to  be  found 
in  other  countries;   and  we  must  not  be  sur- 
prised to  see  her,  at  no  distant  day,  forego  the  use 
of  our  cotton,  as  Portugal  now  does  that  of  our 
flour.    If  England  is  the  original  from  which  we 
propose  to  copy  our  restrictive  system,  we  should 
consider  whether  her  situaticm  was  analogous  to 
ours  when  she  adopted  hers.    We  shall  find  that 
every  acre  of  her  good  land  was  in  cultivation,  and 
that  her  population  and  capital  were  redundant. 
In  none  of  these  items  is  there  a  conformity  with 
our  present  situation :  our  population  is  very  sparse, 
compared  with  our  immense  extent  of  territory ; 
and  both  our  population  and  capital  are  feeble, 
compared  with  the  exertions  that  will  be  called  for 
in  this  arrangement.    But  those  are  not  the  only 
difficulties  we  shall  have  to  contend  with.    We 
have  just  stated  to  you  the  effect  of  the  rivalry  and 
counteraction  of  other  nations,  as  it  respects  the 
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-exports  of  our  surplus  productioos.  We  be^  leare 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  actual  situation  of 
England,  as  it  respects  her  exports.  Every  nation 
in  Europe  is  at  war  with  her  restrictire  system, 
and  have,  by  their  counteraction,  reduced  her  man* 
ofacturinff  establishments, and  the  persons  connect- 
ed with  them,  to  a  condition  of  unparalleled  dis- 
tress. Even  this,  our  proposed  measure,  is  princi- 
pally levelled  at  her.  The  fact  is,  that  as  long  as 
we  have  surplus  productions  we  must  export,  and, 
as  long  as  we  export,  we  must  iinnort.  But,  if  we 
determine  not  to  import,  and  effect  this  purpose 
either  by  prohibition  or  by  excessive  duties,  we 
flmst  be  prepared  to  meet  a  corresponding  feeling 
on  the  part  of  other  nations,  and  to  suffer  the  in- 
conveniences that  have  uniformly  attended  restrict- 
td  commaroe,  both  as  it  respects  our  revenue  and 
agricultural  interests. 

It  is  not  only  on  general  principles  that  we 
•Igeet  to  the  proposed  plan  of  restriction  and  high 
ttaiies,  hat  we  are  also  urged  by  the  peculiarity  of 
oar  own  situation  to  remonstrate  against  their  un« 
•qual  and  -unjust  operation.  Daring  the  last  two 
or  three  years,  the  agsrc^te  of  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States  has  been  productive  of  gprcat  loss 
to  those  who  have  been  concerned  in  foreign  trade ; 
ao  that  the  merchant,  who  should  only  be  the  or- 
no  through  which  the  revenoa  is  conveyed  to  the 
Tfcasury,  has  in  &ct  been  buitlened  with  a  very 
lam  proportion  of  the  duty  which  was  intended 
Id  tall  on  the  consumer.  The  diminution  of  cap- 
ital has  been  such  as  to  produce  many  and  very 
heavy  failures  throughout  the  maritime  ports  of 
the  Union.  As  long  therefore  as  this  state  of  t hi ugs 
eontinaed,  we,  as  Mfore  observed,  had  hoped  that 
no  additional  duties  would  have  been  imposed, 
inasmoch  as  those  now  levied  have  sach  an  une- 
qual, and  we  may  add,  unjust  bearing.  We  have 
waited,  without  murmuring,  in  hopes  that  a  change 
of  circumstances  might  enable  us  to  receive  a 
decent  return  for  the  employment  of  our  capital 
and  labor,  but  we  had  not  imagined  that  an  aggra- 
vation of  our  sufferings  would  come  from  a  quar- 
ter where  we  look  only  lor  relief.  If  we  are  asked 
why^  wider  such  great  disadvantages,  we  have 
ooatiaued  to  import  foreign  productions,  we  an- 
swer that,  during  the  w^ote  period,  there  has  been 
a  gradual  dtminution  of  noercanttle  establsshmenb 
waughoot  the  Union ;  that  those  whose  caaital 
Jns  prinoipaily  been  invested  in  shipping  have 
oiMrkheda  hope  that  thercaotion  ooOBeauent  on 
tiK  eoandsed  sti^of  the  commcreial  world  during 
the  last  tweaty-five  y«ars  would  soon  cease  to 
opamle;  and  looreover  that  it  canoot  be  expected 
that,  as  iong  as  there  ace  even  hopes  of  inwove* 
uent,  a  yeiy  numerous  description  of  persons 
sftiould  abandon  a  oaUiug  to  which  they  hare  been 
uniibnnly  devoted,  and  of  which  only  they  have 
any  knowledge.  But  there  are  not  waating  other 
consideiations  of  a  very  serious  natiose  which  must 
have  escaped  the  notice  of  those  who  propose  an 
increase  of  duties  at  this  time,  even  presuming  that 
loeh  increase  would  improve  the  revenue.    Snre- 

iit  will  be  allowed  that  the  measure  of  taxation 
Hild  be  proportioned  to  the  means  of  payment, 
in  a«r  country  we  have  no  other  oritBrion  in 


fixing  the  extent  of  these  means  tban  the  value  of 
our  agricultural  productions;  and  if  we  are  to  be 
influenced  by  a  test  of  so  natural  a  character,  we 
are  bold  to  affirm  that  since  the  adoption  of  the 
present  Constitution  we  have,  with  the  exceptions 
of  the  periods  of  war  and  embarcfo,  at  no  time 
been  in  a  condition  so  illy  prepared  to  face  an  in- 
crease of  taxes.    We  believe  mat,  throughout  onr 
whole  country,  the  products  of  our  agn'cuJrure  are 
in  a  state  of  extreme  depression.    There  may  be 
some  few  exceptions,  one  of  which  we  shall  have 
occasion  to  speak  of  hereafter;  but,  as  a  general 
observation,  we  think  ourselves  correct;  at  all 
events,  we  can  speak  with  confidence  as  to  tW  ar- 
ticle of  flour,  the  great  staj^  of  the  Middle  States. 
In  a  note  which  we  transmit  herewith,  you  wQl 
find  that  the  average  prices  of  flour,  from  the  year 
1789  up  to  the  present  period,  have  mafarmly 
exceedctl  that  which  prevails  at  this  ckae.    Now, 
as  the  price  of  provisions  reeulates  the  pn'ce  of 
every  species  of  labor,  we  find  that  the  latter  has 
also  declined  peoportionably  in  its  value;  and  that 
the  means  of  enjoyment,  or  even  sopport,  are  very 
much  oontvaeted  in  every  department  of  life. 
How  then  are  we  to  support  the  pKseat  rate  of 
taxes,  so  far  above  the  rates  of  those  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  eady  days  of  our  Constitution,  men 
our  means  are  reduced  even  below  the  standard  d 
that  age?  We  can  only  support  diem  Iwrisid  econ- 
omy, which  now  pervades  every  branoi  oisocietr. 
And  let  us  here  observe,  that  the  very  cawes  which 
operate  so  unfavorably  to  the  agncoltorel  and 
commercial  interests  have  a  tendency  directly  op- 
posite, as  it  respects  those  who  are  concerned  in 
manufacturing  establisfanentB.     Every  cent  which 
is  deducted  from  the  price  of  labor  is  an  additional 
bounty  to  them.    A  cotton  factcny  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Boston,  established  on  sound  princi- 
ples, as  it  respects  capital  and  conduct,  has  given 
an  annual  dividend  of  twelve  per  cent,  for  some 
years.    We  do  not  believe  that,  durrag  the  same 
period,  there  has  been  in  the  Middle  States  an  equal 
investment  in  commerce  or  agricultme  that  has 
given  equal  emolument ;  and  yet  it  is  contemplated 
to  sacrifice  these  unerring  sources  of  wealth  and 
power  merely  to  promote  the  views  of  a  small  class 
of  citizens;  and  that,  too,  wichoot  any  reasonable 
expectation  of  seeiiig  their  tbeorits  retoeed  to 
beneficial  praetice. 

We  here  beg  leave  to  ctose,  for  1(he  piresent,  ow 
gjenend  obBervalionsas  to  the  ekpe^iency  of  inerea* 
sing  the  present  rate  of  duties,  and  shall  pnweed 
to  make  some  few  of  a  BK>re  specific  characier  as 
it  lespects  some  of  the  leading  alleles  in  the  pro- 
posea  tariff;  and  we  do  this  the  more  dkenlally, 
as  we  feel  satisfied  that  it  will  appear,  from  the 
facts  we  shaU  present  to  yotu*  view,  that  the  enst- 
ing  rate  of  duties,  so  ftir  from  beine  enhaiM^. 
alrauld  be,  in  many  instances,  reduced,  if  it  be  ia- 
tended  to  apply  them  to  the  beneficial  purposes  of 
revenue. 

LiqvcTBumd  Groo&riM. 

Wint8. — We  observe  that  the  dutir  oa  tho  ink- 
portant  arliele  is  left  in  Uank  to  be  filled  up'  In 
the  eonne  of  these  vemoiits,  oiui  olaoia  a  mamo- 
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iich  ire  lately  prcseated  to  the  Coiupress,  we 
ho^wn  the  destructive  effects  pro&ced  hj 
a  ties  on  wines;  and  it  affords  an  instructive 
to  us  for  our  future  conduct  in  r^;ard  to 
hi^h  duties  on  articles  which  are  considered 
uries.  We  promoted  the  agricultural  as 
3  commercial  interests  of  the  Union  by  ex- 
Dg  our  provisions  and  lumber  for  the  wines 
I  in  and  Portugal,  which,  for  many  years. 
.  source  of  considerable  revenue.  On  these 
I  posed  such  high  duties  that  we  have,  in  a 
ticasure,  destroyed  the  consumption  of  them, 
e  have  lost  the  sale  of  the  provisions  which 
Lve  in  exchange  for  them.  As  it  has  not 
d  the  Lord  to  grant  us  any  vineyards,  and  as 
tee  found  this  a  profitable  article  of  revenue^ 
propeurly  managed,  we  trust  it  will  not  ofiend 
kost  fastidious  economist  if  we  respecifoUy 
St  to  you  the  propdety  of  tireading  back  on 
eps,  and  reducing,  by  almost  one^alf,  the 
actually  paid.  Per  baps  it  may  ptodxhce  a 
on  the  part  of  Spain  and  Partii^  to  ictiace 
steps,  and  to  remove  the  xestnctioD  which 
have  imposed  on  our  podaotions*  We  may 
igaia  have  a  ehaiiceot  calling  on  the  farmers 
»me  part  of  the  surplus  gnim  which,  from 
It  appearances,  they  are  likely  to  have  oa 

indy. — We  find  this  artiele,  in  the  existang 
U  as  in  the  proposed  tariff,  classed  with  spirits 
ler  denominatjoQs.  We  thiak  that  brandies 
se  a  plural  term)  shoald  be  classed,  and  that 
^h  brandy  should  pay  at  least  fiAy  per  cent, 
duty  than  any  other  species,  not  omy  because 
'rench  Government  are  endeavoring  to  wrest 
t  of  our  carrying  trade  from  us,  but  because 
randies  of  France  are  of  a  peculiar  character 
goodness,  and  cannot  be  supplied  (of  equal 
ty  and  request)  by  any  other  nation ;  and  are, 
ct,  of  far  greater  value  at  the  place  of  their 
lb  than  any  other.  If  any  difficalty  should 
r  in  separating  them  from  other  bmndies  in 
:arjff,  they  might,  we  conceive,  be  properly 
tted  into  the  list  of  ad  valorem  articles  witn 
thers;  and  we  shoidd  then  ftax  them  by  value, 
h,  in  this  ease,  we  should  consider  the  true 
rion  for  the  measure  of  dutiy.  The>larifi^  as  it 
stands,  virtually  prohibit  the  imper tation  of 
lish  bcaadj;  tet  as  we  do  not  epprore  of  high 
»,  except  in  most  special  caassy  we  propose  to 
use  tkB  effntt  of  ^rodacnuf  thetduty^  now  paid 
Spanish  bsandy,  so  as  to  leave  that  of  France 
le  propeoed  advuMw. 

wn^r^we  wouldreeonimend.pieciBely  the  sane 
■se  as  to  this  aartkle,  which  is  now  taxed  too 
L,  in  our  optnaoa.  It  has  been  a  soitroe  of  great 
lament  to  our  revenue,  but,  under  the  pment 
of  duty,  the  eoasamptioo,  as  far  as  we  can 
je,  is  very  rapidly  dce&niBg.  It  reoommends 
if,  moreover,  to  aar  favor,  by  its  beins  one  of 
principal  articles  of  payment  ^ven  in  the  West 
ies  for  oiur  agricaltural  productions.  If  we  drive 
om  oar  market,  we  mast  expect  these  produc- 
s  will  be  treated  there  in  the  same  manner  as 
r  have  been  treated  in  Spain  aod  PortucaL 
m  under  the  existing  tacii^  we  coatempMe 


that  this  will  be  its  £iite  ere  lonf ;  but,  under  the 
proposed  addition  of  duty,  it  wiU  not  be  imported 
m  a  way  that  will  yield  any  efficient  benefit  to  the 
revenue.  Indeed,  we  are  not  without  something 
more  than  apprehension,  thai  a  considerable  quan- 
tity is  now  introduced  in  a  clandestine  manner ; 
nor  need  you  be  surprised  that  it  is  so,  when  every 
puncheon  thus  introduced  affords  a  profit  of  from 
fortv  to  fifty  dollars. 

dofee* — Almost  every  observation  we  have  made 
in  respect  to  rum  may  be  applied  to  this  article. 
We  are  of  opinion  that  the  present  duty  of  &ve 
cents  per  pound  is  too  high,  and  we  are  persuaded 
that  a  reduction  of  one  per  cent,  per  pound  would 
have  a  favorable  effect  on  the  revenue.  We  con- 
sider it  a  fair  object  of  revenue,  as  far  as  that  rev- 
enue can  be  collected,  and  as  far  as  we  can  afford 
to  pay  it ;  but  we  think  the  present  duty  sufficient- 
ly nigh  to  invite  to  the  frequent  breach  of  our  rev- 
enue laws  i  and  we  are  satisfied  that,  in  our  part 
of  the  country,  the  coasnmptioa  has  very  imieli 
decrmed. 

Suffotr^-^Thvi  is  a  most  inportazit  article,  not 
only  as  it  respects  the  revenue,  but  as  forming  * 
leading  item  m  the  comforts,  we  may  evea  aay  the 
necessaries  of  life.  Without  any  eertam  data,  we 
venture  to  estimate  the  quantity  of  this  article  coar 
«ua»ed  in  the  United  States  at  60,000,000  pounds, 

5rodueing,  at  three  cents  per  pound,  a  revenue  of 
1,800,000.  When  the  duty  was  imposed  on  sugar. 
It  was  intended  for  the  purpose  of  revenae  only; 
and  it  was  not  contemplated  that,  in  our  country, 
there  existed  a  climate  and  soil  calculated  for  its 
production.  But  during  the  last  few  years  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  Louisiana  has  been  found  to  possess 
these  advantages ;  and  such  has  been  the  rapidity 
with  whkh  mey  have  been  improved,  that  it  is 
estimated  that  the  produce  of  Louisiana  will  amount 
this  year  to  about  40,000  hogsheads,  of  900  pounds 
each,  or  a  total  of  26,000,000  pounds.  As  no  duty 
is  paid  on  this  enormous  amount,  that  which  is 
paid  oa  sugar  from  other  countries  operates  as  a 
protecting  duty  to  it,  and  graduallv  loses  the  ohar- 
acter  of  a  revenue  duty,  and  will  soon  cease  to 
exist  as  such ;  because  the  increased  cultivation  ia 
Louisiana  bids  fair  to  supeiscde  the  necessity  «f 
importing  from  other  countnes.  These  will  thea 
have  oeenrred,  for  the  present  year,  a  -deficst,  im 
this  single  item,  of  $1,080,000.  But,  without  ai»- 
ticipatiag  the  consumoiation  of  the  deficit,  we  beg 
kave  to  call  yoar  attandon  to  that  whioh  will,  in 
ear  opinioB,  ae  sustained  in  the  present  year.  We 
ha/re  slated  already,  on  the  best  ialbrHiatioii  we 
ean  pioenre,  that  the  last  crop  amounted  to  about 
^000,000  pounds.  This  sugar,  being  pvotceted 
fay  our  present  high  duties,  is  wholhr  eowumed  n^ 
the  United  States;  and  every  himored  weigpht  oaf 
sngar  imported  from  foreign  countries,  adnuttina 
it  jcoet  the  same  price,  must  be  sold  for  thiee  det 
krsmore,  in  order  to  indemnifythe  importer.  Bat 
inasmuch  as  the  sugars  of  the  West  Indies  re^re 
twice  the  labor  and  expense  requisite  in  Louistana, 
the  price  at  which  they  are  bought  by  us  eaimoc 
be  supposed  to  be  less.  Thus  it  evidendy  appeans 
that  tne  whole  datv  which  is  thus  subtracted  from 
oar  rrrenae,  is  nettner  more  nor  less  than  a  hoonty 
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granted  to  the  sugar  planters  of  Louisiana ;  and 
that  the  amount  thus  granted  on  36,000,000  pounds, 
at  three  dollars,  is  Ql,080,000.  But  this  is  not  all. 
It  is  generally  understood  that  two  hogsheads  of 
sugar  yield  one  hogshead  of  molasses,  and  this 
latter  an  equal  quantity  of  rum;  ho  that  there  will 
exist  the  materials  for  20,000  hogsheads  of  rum, 
which,  at  the  moderate  estimate  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each,  at  a  bounty  of  thirty^  cents  per  gal- 
lon, will  amount  to  $600,000;  if  not  distilled, 


it  will  only  receive  a  bounty  of  $80,000.  But  ad- 
mitting one-half  to  be  used  without  distillation, 
and  the  other  to  be  converted  into  rum,  the  mean 
sum  will  be     -  -  -  -     9340,000 

Which,  added  to  the  bounty  on  sugar,    1,080,000 

Then  the  aggregate  bounty  will  be       $1,420,000 

We  do  not  pretend  to  be  accurate  in  this  esti- 
mate, because  we  receive  the  principal  data  from 
Sublic  report.  But  we  are  willing  to  make  large 
eductions  from  its  amount ;  and  we  will  suppose 
that  the  amount  paid  as  a  bounty  to  Louisiana  for 
the  present  year  will  amount  only  to  $1^000,000. 
As  probably  the  subject  has  not  been  considered  in 
this  point  of  view,  the  result  may  be  matter  of  sur- 
pri!»e ;  and  we  shall  no  longer  be  at  a  loss  to  account 
lor  a  diminution  of  our  revenue  in  one  of  its  most 
important  branches.  But  there  is  a  feature  in 
this  protecting  duty  of  so  singular  a  cast  that  we 
do  not  believe  It  can  be  paralleled  in  the  history 
of  commercial  bounties.  It  seems  that  the  soil 
calculated  for  raising  suffar  cane  in  Louisiana  is 
rery  limited,  and  that  ine  culture  of  it  is  as  yet 
confined  to  a  small  number  of  persons.  We  do 
not  believe  that  the  number  of  suear  planters  ex- 
ceeds from  one  to  two  hundred.  We  cannot  vouch 
for  the  correctness  of  the  estimate ;  but,  presuming 
it  to  be  correct,  and  that  the  number  of  planters 
amounts,  say  to  one  hundred,  then,  assuming  our 
reduced  estimate  of  bounty  of  $1,000,000,  it  will 
appear  that  the  United  States  grant  an  average 
sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  ner  annum  to  each  of 
these  hundred  planters;  or  nve  thousand  dollars, 
if  their  number  be  two  hundred.  If  these  state- 
ments be  correct — and  the  Legislature  have  better 
means  than  we  possess  for  ascertaining  their  cor- 
rectness—we  presume  that  no  comment  is  ne- 
cessary. 

Again  :  we  are  not  to  suppose  that  the  evil  ends 
here,  and  that  we  are  to  suffer  no  other  inconve- 
nience than  the  payment  of  these  splendid  sine- 
cures. We  have  now  to  present  the  case  to  you  in 
a  point  infinitely  more  interesting,  and  such  as  we 
trust  will  excite  the  most  serious  attention  on  the 
part  of  Congress.  We  have  supposed  that  the 
consumption  of  sugar  in  the  United  States  amounts 
to  about  sixty  millions  of  pounds ;  and  in  the  esti- 
mate of  the  crop  now  delivering  at  New  Orleans  we 
have  rated  it  thirty-six  millions  of  pounds.  There 
is,  then,  only  required  an  increase  of  twenty  four 
millions  of  pounds  in  the  growth  of  Louisiana 
sugars  to  complete  the  supply  for  the  actual  de- 
mand of  the  whole  Union.  From  the  rate  at  which 
they  have  increased  for  some  years,  the  production 
will  soon  have  attained  to  this  point ;  and  the  im- 


portation of  foreign  sugars  and  mm,  as  articles  of 
consumption  will,  of  necessity,  cease.  The  con- 
sequences of  this  change  will  be  much  more  seri- 
ous than  they  at  first  appear. 

Our  commerce  with  the  West  Indie  is,  in  our 
present  situation,  of  the  greatest  importance  to  our 
agricultural  as  well  as  to  our  maritime  interests. 
Excluded  from  the  ports  of  Europe  by  our  own 
bad  policy,  our  provisions  andlamber  have  scarce- 
ly any  otner  mart  than  the  West  Indies ;  and  the 
principal  returns  which  they  afford  are  sugar,  tmn^ 
and  molasses.  Now,  if  these  are  wholly  driven 
from  consumption,  we  must  cease  to  receive  them 
in  payment,  for  we  cannot  continue  to  import 
them  with  a  chance  of  being  indeamified  for  their 
cost,  by  reshipping'  them  to  Europe ;  and  if  we 
cannot  receive  them  in  payment,  our  agriculta- 
ral  products  will  of  necessity  be  rejected,  and 
this  other  branch  of  commerce  -will  either  exftire, 
or  be  continued  in  a  very  diminished  and  languish- 
ing condition. 

There  is  also  another  view  of  this  subject, 
which  we  consider  of  importance.  We  have  sta- 
ted the  amount  of  sucar  made  in  Louisiana  i!ti% 
year  to  be  36,000,000  pounds,  which,  rated  at 
the  moderate  price  of  seven  doUarn  per  hundred 
pounds,  will  amount  to  $2,520,000;  of  wiiicli 
amount  we  have  shown  that  we  now  pay  asbotm- 
ty  more  than  $1,000,000,  and  that  when  the  quan- 
tity shall  have  increased  to  the  measure  of  oar 
supposed  consumption,  (60,000,000,)  the  bonnty 
will  be  increased  to  $1,800,000,  exclusive  of  that 
which  which  will  accrue  on  the  rum  and  molasses. 
Thus  an  enormous  and  increasing  contribution  m 
levied  on  every  individual  in  the  Union,  to  pamper  a 
few  individuals  living  in  the  most  remote  and  most 
favored  angle  of  our  country.  To  add  to  their 
excessive  sains,  we  are  to  destroy  the  most  active 
and  beneficial  branch  of  our  commerce,  and  to 
dissolve  those  branches  of  foreign  commerce 
through  which  we  are  to  receive  our  sapfdies,  in 
the  event  of  being  at  war  with  a  nation  having  a 
maritime  force  superior  to  our  own.  It  will  be  in 
vain  that  we  shall  be  told  that  the  commerce  which 
we  lose  will  be  replaced  by  that  of  Louisiana. 
The  whole  of  the  maritime  States  funiish  scarcely 
a  single  article  with  which  she  cannot  su^y  her- 
self without  our  assistance.  The  value  ot  our  ex- 
ports to  New  Orleans,  in  native  productions^  is  so 
small,  and  diminishes  so  rapidly,  that  lK>uisiaaa 
bids  fair,  and  that  very  soon,  to  stand  in  the  same 
relation  to  us  with  China.  We  must  send  our 
specie  to  purchase  her  productions,  and  that,  too, 
when  they  shall  no  loneer  enjoy  the  bounties  now 
granted  by  us  with  such  prodigality. 

We  are  sensible  that  the  bounty  (for  such  it  is, 
in  effect)  granted  on  the  sugar,  rum,  and  molasses, 
has  not  b^n  produced  by  any  legislative  act  form- 
ed for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  and  which,  by  the 
gradual  increase  of  these  articles,  has  been  vir- 
tually converted  into  a  bounty,  and  the  measure 
of  their  increase  is  precisely  that  by  which  we  may 
estimate  the  progressive  reduction  of  our  revenue, 
and  of  our  West  India  trade.  In  the  infkoe^  of 
the  suffar  establishments  on  the  Mississippi,  it 
might  nave  been  prudent  to  grant  protectioii,  and 
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>sitlve  bounty,  if  required ;  bot  in  their  pore- 
te  of  prosperity,  when  it  is  ascertained  that 
ies  of  agriculture  can  cooapare  vith  this  as 
Lument,  we  think  it  is  time  to  withdraw  a 
of  the  bounty,  and  apply  it  to  other  branches 
culture,  which,  in  their  turn,  require  sup- 
Our  flour,  our  com,  our  tobacco,  our  rice, 
ted  fish,  and  lumber,  oall  for  support.  But 
not  ask  for  it  in  the  form  of  restricted  du- 
t  in  the  remoTal  of  such  as  operate  to  de- 
bose  staple  commodities.  &o  far  are  we 
^proving  of  an  increase  in  the  doiies  of  ram, 
ind  molasses,  that  we  think  it  will  be  both 
nd  just  on  the  part  of  our  Qorernment  to 
by  one-half  the  amount  of  those  which  now 
Q  those  articka.  It  is  a  most  oppressive  tax 
farmer  pf  the  seaboard  to  pay,  as  a  protect- 
:y  on  a  barrel  of  New  Orleans  sugar,  seven 
:  of  wheat,  at  the  prices  of  the  present  day ; 
w  much  more  oppressive  is  it  still,  that  this 
)us  bounty,  when  paid,  should  operate  to 
'  the  sale  of  his  produce  in  the  marts  to 
it  has  been  usually  exported?  Such,  how- 
s  the  extent  of  the  tax,  and  such  its  effect, 
ng  thus  for  a  diminution  of  dutv  on  West 
iroduce,  we  do  not  apprehend  a  diminution 
revenue;  the  existing  higii  duties  have  con- 
d  principally  to  the  great  reduction  on  the 
notion  of  it  We  contemplate  very  favora- 
ults  to  the  revenue,  which  the  enlarged  con- 
on,  under  reduced  prices,  will  create ;  and 
ton  the  most  beneficial  effects  will  be  felt  in 
iportant  branches  of  agriculture  and  com- 
ing thus  respectfully  taken  a  view  of  the 
liate  and  prospective  operation  of  the  actual 
n  sugar,  we  snail  close  our  protracted  obser- 
s  on  this  most  important  item,  begging  leave 
ite  the  particular  attention  ot  the  Congress 
IS  well  from  considerations  of  geneial  policv 
na  those  which  attach  peculiarly  to  agricul-' 
ad  commerce. 

zsses, — Our  observations  on  sugar  apply  with 
if  not  greater,  force  to  molasses,  it  is  the 
e  and  nutritious  sweet  resorted  to  by  those 
annot  afford  to  buy  sugar,  and  seasons  the 
!  repast  of  all  ages  and  of  all  sexes.  If  we 
I  ask  a  reduction  of  the  present  duty,  we  at 
leprecate  an  advance,  more  espjecially  as  that 

for  by  the  new  tariff  will  still  add  to  the 
y  now  granted  to  the  planters  of  Louisiana, 
respect  to  all  the  actual  and  proposed  duties 
te  important  items  of  cotton  and  wooMen 
,  we  subjoin  a  body  of  notet,  showios  what 
I  will  be  the  cAect  of  the  proposed  changes, 
observations  which  accompany  them  are 

by  a  practical  merobant,  and  we  conceive 
liffhly  worthy  of  consideration.  It  will  be 
that  the  present  duties  operate  as  a  very 
f  tax  on  the  oonsumer ;  ^t  they  are  ahun- 
y  large  for  the  protection  of  our  manu&c- 
,  and  that  the  proposed  advance  will  not  only 
to  diminish  our  revenue,  but  to  produce  the 
demoralizing  efiects  in  our  society.  The  im- 
rs  of  woollen  and  cotton  goo<u,  whaterer 
be  their  opinions  as  to  the  present  rate  of  dUr 
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ties,  are  of  opinion  that  the  duties,  generally  speak- 
ing, are  fairly  paid  ;  but  they  have  no  hesitation 
in  declaring  that  the  proposed  ■  advance  will  have 
the  e£fect  of  producing  a  very  extensive  branch  of 
contraband  trade.  As  far  as  our  own  opinion  may 
have  weight,  we  do  not  h^tate  to  say  that,  if  the' 
present  high  duties  will  not  protect  our  manufac- 
tures, it  is  an  evident  proof  that  we  are  not  preo 
pared,  under  our  present  circumstances,  to  engage 
more  extensively  in  them,  and  that  justice  and 
sound  policy  require  that  we  should  not  increase 
the  actual  bounties.    Nay,  we  are  of  opinion  that, 
in  some  instances,  the  proposed  increase,  amount- 
ing to  prohibition,  would  injure  our  manufactures 
as  well  as  our  revenue.    In  fact,  we  do  not  con- 
sider either  our  population  or  means  are  such  as  to 
invite  tis  to  engage  in  such  as  may  rival  the  finer 
productions  of  the  European  looms.     We  respeci^ 
fully  believe,  for  the  present,  we  ought  to  be  satia- 
fied  with  the  manufactures  of  coarse  goods,  and 
leave  to  those  who  take  our  raw  materials  thesi^ 
ply  of  fine  goods.    The  purposes  of  commerce  ■• 
well  as  revenue  will  thus  be  promoted.    At  any 
rate,  the  establishment  of  new  branches  of  mamir 
factures  is  the  work  of  time ;  and  something  moif 
than  a  desire  to  establish  those  of  fine  goods  shooid 
be  manifested  before  we  proceed  to  strike  a  deadly 
blow  at  other  branches  of  industry,  of  the  greatest 
national  interest,  and  on  which  the  prosperity  Bad 
happiness  of  our  country  have  hitherto  been  founds* 
ed.    It  would  seem  well  to  pause  before  it  be  de- 
termined by  any  legislative  means  to  efifect  any 
aodden  change  in  the  habits  and  character  of  our 
population.    It  would  be  well,  we  respectfully  be- 
lieve, to  examine  cautiously  tnose  which  we  are 
to  assume  in  lieu  of  those  which  we  are  called  on 
to  renounce.    Our  institutions  have  hitherto  been 
such  as  to  render  our  happiness  proverbiaL  What^ 
on  the  other  hand,  is  the  condition  of  thoae  whom 
we  are  attempting  to  imitate  in  this  new  career  ? 
The  manufactories  and  workshopsof  En^^d  ara 
the  nurseries  of  pauperism  and  discontent.    Ought 
we  to  wish  to  rival  her  in  fine  muslins  or  splendid 
toys  ?    If  our  poor  rates,  like  hers,  ajRe  to  amount 
to  diirty-«ix  mttiions  of  dollars,  and  if  our  soldieiy 
and  fanners  are  to  be  employed  in  suppressing  the 
insurrections  of  our  manufacturers,  let  her  enjoy 
the  emoluments  and  miseries  of  her  manufaQtnnn|( 
system,  and  let  ua  avoid  it  until  a  crowded  popUt 
lation  may  render  it  expedient  and  secure.    Wa 
have  Imown  of  many  attempts  in  Europe  at  the 
hotbed  process  of  raising  manufactures,  and  wit 
believe   that  it  has  almost  universally  failed.*^ 
The  truth  is,  in  respect  to  legislation  on  this  sub* 
ject,  the  Congress  have  done  all  that  they  oan  dO| 
if  we  are  to  expect  revenue  from  our  imparts. 
They  have  peopled  districts,  and  have  conducted 
them  properly,  acknowledge  that  they  are  soffit 
ciently  protected  by  our  present  duties,  and  they 
ask  no  advance.    But  this  is  not  enough.    We 
must  lay  the  groundwork  of  a  general  system  of 
manufacturing,  and^  as  a  prelude  to  it,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  begin  by  destroying  our  whole  commer- 
cial and  agricultural    systems  at  one  sweeping 
blow;  for  such  promises  to  be  the  result  of  the 
propMed  tariffl    It  would  be  reasonable  to  suppose 
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from  the  summary  mode  of  proceeding  contem- 
l^ated,  that  the  looms  and  the  anvils  and  the  ar- 
tists were  impatiently  waiting  for  the  signal  from 
Congress,  to  supply  us  with  chintzes  and  muslins, 
with  needles  and  watches.  But  so  far  from  this 
being  the  case,  we  do  'not  believe  that  the  advo- 
cates of  this  important  change  have  in  contem- 
plation one  single  branch  of  the  higher  class  of 
fabrics ;  and  it  wilt  be  prudent  for  them  to  abstain 
from  engaging  in  them.  Their  efforts,  supported 
by  legislation,  will  be  unequal  to  the  attainment 
of  the  proposed  end.  As  before  observed,  we  may 
ruin  the  fair  merchant,  but  we  cannot  suppress  the 
trade  when  transferred  to  the  smuggler,  who  wjll 
undersell  our  own  manufacturers. 

If  the  spirit  in  which  these  exactions  are  made 
is  characteristic  of  the  new  system  which  is  to  be 
introduced,  we  confess  that  we  should  for  this 
alone  deprecate  its  progress ;  for,  if  it  is  thus  in 
lh«  gristle,  what  will  it  be  in  the  bone?  It  seeks 
to  destroy  one  great  and  hitherto  beneficial  sys- 
ItoQL  before  it  is  prepared  to  furnish  a  substitute. 
It  abolishes  imposts  that  are  paid  with  fidelity,  and 
calls  for  others  that  we  seriously  fear  will  not  be 
paid.  The  interests  that  it  places  in  advance  of 
all  others  are  those  of  only  a  few,  compared  with 
those  whose  interests  it  seeks  to  demolish.  What, 
on  the  other  hand,  has  been  the  conduct  of  the  far- 
mer and  the  merchant  ?  They  have  borne  with 
eheerfulness,  and  discharged  with  punctuality,  the 
taxes  which  have  been  imposed  on  them,  whether 
for  the  support  of  Government,  or  for  the  promo- 
tion of  other  branches  of  industry;  they  have  seen 
their  commerce  injured  in  some  points,  aud  de- 
stroyed in  others ;  they  have  furnished  the  means 
of  paying  what  may  be  considered  as  bounties  to 
domestic  manufactures^  to  the  fullest  extent  of 
good  policy ;  and  yet,  tar  from  even  murmuring, 
or  torturing  Congress  by  their  repeated  demands, 
they  have  either  suflered  in  silence,  or  restricted 
themselves  to  «uffj^esting  measures  which  would 
promote  the  public  weal  as  well  as  their  own. 
Are  they,  then,  after  their  patience  under  pro- 
tracted suffering^,  to  be  called  on,  in  this  time  of 
general  distress,  to  sustain  new  injuries  in  their 
a^icultural  interests,  and  to  have  their  commer- 
cial establishments  overthrown,  and  even  the  very 
nature  of  their  being  changed,  merely  to  promote 
the  delusive  projects  of  a  few  interested  mdivid- 
nals?  They  have  too  much  confidence  in  the 
wisdom  of  the  National  Legislature  to  suppose 
that  thev  will  encourage  these  vague  and  ephe* 
meral  sonemes,  calculated  to  make  a  revolution  in 
oior  condition,  and,  in  the  end,  to  produce  effects 
the  very  contrary  to  what  they  profess. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  remark,  that  they 
are  opposed  not  only  to  the  principle  oi  the  pro- 
posed tariff,  but  also  to  the  details  to  which  it  is 
applied ;  and  that,  so  far  from  adding  one  cent  to 
the  present  duties,  it  is  our  opinion  that  an  increase 
of  revenue  and  an  improvement  in  our  general 
condition  can  only  be  expected  by  a  diminution 
in  the  existing  duties,  especially  on  the  articles  re- 
ferred to,  and  more  particularly  tbe  wasteful  bounty 
on  the  sugars,  rum.  and  molasses  of  Louisiana ; 
and,  finaDy,  that  tne  actually  depressed  ftate  of 


agriculture  and  commerce  calls  for  such  gentle 
and  considerate  measures  on  the  part  of  Coogress 
as  may  strengthen  the  confidence  in  and  ^tiach- 
ment  to  the  Grovemment  of  the  citizens,  and  for 
the  rejection  of  all  those  which,  like  the  projected 
tariff,  must  be  likely  to  have  an  opptxsite  tendency. 
There  exist  already  in  the  Union  of  these  States 
too  many  sectional  causes  of  weakness  to  make  it 
expedient  to  increase  their  effect  by  artificial  means. 
The  endeavor  should  be  to  retard,  and  not  to  has- 
ten, a  crisis  which  all  must  conlemplale  Mriih 
horror.  Although  it  is  not  our  paiticutar  view  to 
give  an  opinion  relative  to  the  general  finances  of 
the  Union,  yet,  as  we  are  practically  connected 
with  the  various  branchesof  commerce  from  which 
our  revenue  is  doived,  the  suggestions  which  we 
presume  to  offer  may  not  be  wholly  useless.  We 
think  th.re  is  the  most  satisfactory  proof  that  ihe 
consumption  of  every  species  of  goods  imported 
from  Europe  and  the  East  and  West  Indies  is  in 
a  state  of  rapid  decline,  owing  to  the  inability  of 
our  population  generally  to  support  any  other  than 
necessary  expenses.  The  causes  of  tbb  declioe 
have  been  touched  on  in  what  has  been  already 
said,  but  the  effect  will  most  aasoredly  be  a  great 
and  increasing  deficit  in  our  national  revenue. 

We  are  satisfied  that  this  revenue,  so  far  from 
being  increased,  will  be  diminished  by  any  addi- 
tion to  the  present  duties.  We  are  strongly  im- 
pressed with  the  opinion,  as  already  stated,  that 
an  opposite  course  would,  as  it  reelects  revepoe, 
lead  to  more  favorable  results ;  but  we  are  far  tram 
believing  that  any  measure  of  finance,  ^loit  of  an 
excise  and  internal  taxation,  will  efficiently  meet 
the  evil.  We  respectfully  concur  in  the  propor- 
tion of  a  loan,  or  any  other  temporary  resort  for 
the  present  year,  in  the  contemplation  at  the  next 
session  of  recurring  to  an  organized  system  of  in* 
ternal  taxation,  which  will  ^  less  subject  to  fluc- 
tuation than  that  on  which  we  now  rely  for 
revenue. 

On  behalf  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Phil- 
adelphia. 

ROBERT  RALSTON,  Prmdaa, 

Philaoelphia,  April  30, 18S0. 


Ob9enaU(m*  as  to  the  aperatm<^  tJupnttni  tarif 
«n  ffivinff  proUdion  to  tkc  suiau/actvres  of  tku 
country,  afii  in  exdwHng  t&e  importation  of  gootU 
of /int^  ma/mtfiactitn  nmUar  to  tkoat  mawfaC' 
tu$tdha^» 

The  cotton  goods  manufactured  in  this  country 
to  the  greatest  extent  are  nlaids,  stripes,  cham- 
brap,  and  cotton  shirting  ol  the  coarser  qualities, 
which  now  cost  in  England  less  than  25  cents  the 
square  yard,  and  are,  consequently,  subject  to  a 
very  heavy  duty  ;  so  much  so,  as  nearly  to  exclude 
their  im portation .  A  yard  of  pla id  stripe,  or  cham- 
brav,  would  now  cost  m  England  6d^  of  24  inches 
wiue,  of  good  quality.    For  example : 

100  yards  of  plaid  stripe,  or  chambray,  24  inches 
wide,  at  6(2.,  cost  £2  10s.  sterling.  It  would  con- 
tain 66}  square  yards,  which  at  25  cents,  is  ^l^  68. 
The  duty,  25  per  cent,  upon  the  same,  is  9^  17. 
Thus  the  100  yards  of  plaid  strifiei  or  chambrayp 
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which  cost  £2  10^.,  or  $13  20,  woald  now  pay  a 
daty  of  $4  17,  which  is  e|qaal  to  32  per  cent. 

A  piece  of  cotton  shirting,  50  yarns,  would  now 
cost  in  England  £1  7s.  sterling,  of  30  inches  wide, 
and  would  contain  44J  square  yards,  which,  at 
25  cent^,  is  $11  12.  The  duty  upon  the  same, 
25  per  cent.,  is  ^  78.  Thus,  the  piece  of  shirting, 
which  cost  27«.  sterling,  or  $6,  pays  a  duty  of 
^  78,  or  46  per  cent. 

A  Carlisle  gingham,  which  has  heretofore  been 
much  used  by  thepoorer  people,  of  40  inches  wide, 
would  now  cost  8a.  per  yaru.  100  yards  of  Car- 
lisle ginghams,  40  inches  wide,  at  8(1.,  is  £3  6«.  8e{., 
sterling,  and  would  contain  111  square  yards, 
which,  at  25  cents,  is  ^7  75.  The  duty  upon  the 
same,  25  per  cent.,  is  $6  94.    Thus  100  yards  of 

finghams,  which  cost  in  England  £3  69.  8d.,  or 
14  82,  pay  a  duty  of  $6  94,  or  46^  per  cent. 

Printed  calicoes,  which  are  not  made  in  this  coun- 
try, but  much  worn,  more  particularly  by  the  poor 
people,  and  considerably  by  all  classes  of  females, 
now  cost  from  \bs.  6d.  sterling  to  339.  per  piece  of 
28  yards,  upon  which  there  is  a  debenture  allowed 
upon  exportation,  in  England,  of  3jd.  the  square 
yard ;  and  as  they  are  from  23  to  25  inches  wide, 
the  debenture  is  from  bs.  to  5^.  M,  sterling  per 
piece ;  and  all  which  costs  less  than  25«.  sterlmg 
per  piece  are  now  subject  to  additional  duties,  as 
the  cost  is  less  than  25  cents  per  square  yard. 

A  Tery  good  calico,  23  inches  wide,  cost,  in 
December  last,  18^.  9(1.  sterling  per  piece,  upon 
which  the  debenture  was  5*.  3af.,  making  the  net 
cost  13«.  6(<.  sterling,  and  contained  18  square 
yards,  which,  at  25  cents,  is  $4  50.  The  duty,  25 
per  cent.,  is  $1  12.  Thus  the  piece  of  calico 
which  cost  13«.  6c{.  sterling,  or  ^Z^  pays  a  duty 
of  ij^X  12,  or  37  per  cent. 

Cambric  muslins  6-4  wide,  of  12  yards  each, 
cost  from  78.  to  20^.  per  piece  ;  and  all  which  cost 
less  than  13^.  per  piece  are  subject  to  additional 
duties,  the  cost  being  less  than  25  cents  the  square 
yard.  A  piece  of  cambric  muslin,  39  inches  wide, 
cost  7«.,  would  contain  13  square  yards,  which,  at 
25  cents,  is  (3  25.  The  duty,  25  per  cent.,  is  81 
cents.  Thus  the  piece  of  cambric  muslin,  which 
coat  7<.,  or  tj^l  55,  pays  a  duty  of  81  cents  or  53 
per  cent. 

The  operation  is  proportionate  upon  all  low 
priced  cambric  muslms  of  other  dimensions,  as 
well  as  low  priced  fancy  muslins,  book  muslins, 
and  ginghams,  and  upon  erery  other  description  of 
cotton  goods  of  low  cost  and  not  enumerated. 

Upon  woollen  gfoods,  under  the  present  tariff, 
there  is  no  discrimination  between  coarse  and  fine 
in  calculating  the  duties ;  nor  is  it  considered  ne- 
cessary there  should  be,  eren  for  the  protection  of 
ooTown  manufactures;  for,  at  present,  there  is  but 
a  Tery  small  quantity  of  foreign  imported  of  similar 
descriptions  to  those  we  manufacture.  The  prin- 
cipal part  of  those  now  imported  are  superfine 
cloths,  low  priced  blue  and  white  plains  for  negro 
clothing,  flannels,  baize  hocking,  baizes,  and  blan- 
kets, most  of  which  are  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  use  of  the  country. 

The  proposed  tariff  contemplates  a  duty  of  83 
per  cent,  ad  ralorem  on  all  cotton  or  woollen 


goods,  of  whatever  description,  from  this  side  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  whicri,  upon  all  goods  paying 
an  ad  valorem  duty,  will,  in  reality,  amount  to 
36^  per  cent.;  and,  upon  all  cotton  goods  costing 
less  than  25  cents  the  square  yard,  33  per  cent, 
upon  the  calculated  cost  of  25  cents  the  square 
yard. 

Accordingly,  the  duty  upon  100  yards  of  plaid 
stripe,  or  chambray,  costing  £2  lOs.  or  $13  20, 
and  upon  which  the  duty  is,  according  to  the  ex- 
isting tariff,  84  17,  or  32  per  cent.,  would  be  $5  56. 
or  42  per  cent,  upon  the  cost.  Upon  100  yards  or 
Carlisle  ginghams  costing  £3  6«.  Sd.^  or  f^lA  82, 
upon  which  the  duty  now  is  96  94,  or  46^  per 
cent.,  would  be  $9  25,  or  62^  per  cent. 

Upon  a  piece  of  cotton  shirting  costing  27«.  or 
$6,  upon  which  the  duty,  according  to  the  present 
tariff,  now  is  $2  78,  or  46  per  cent,  would  be 
$3  71,  or  62  per  cent. 

Upon  a  piece  of  calico  costint^  net  13«.  6d.  ster- 
ling per  piece,  or  $3,  upon  wbicn  the  duty  now  is 
$1  12,  or  37  per  cent.,  would  be  01  50^  or  50  per 
cent.  Upon  a  piece  of  cambric  muslin  costing  * 
7s.,  or  $1  55,  upon  which  the  duty  now  is  81  cents, 
or  53  per  cent.,  it  would  be  (1  08,  or  70  per  cent 
upon  the  cost ;  and  *  upon  all  otber  cotton  goods 
costing  less  than  25  cents  the  square  yard,  the  duty 
would  be  proportionate,  according  to  the  dimen- 
sions and  cost.  t 

The  contemplated  tariff  proposes  that  the  duty 
shall  be  calculated  upon  the  real  cost  of  the  article 
whence  imported,  '^  together  with  the  amount  of 
all  such  bounties,  premiums,  drawbacks,  allow- 
ances, or  discounts,  as  may  be  given,  paid,  or  al* 
lowed  at  the  place  whence  imported."  Upon  all 
printed  cotton  goods  exported  a  debenture  is  al- 
lowed in  Great  Britain  of  3|d.  the  square  yard ; 
and,  should  the  contemplated  duty  be  laid  upon 
that,  as  well  as  upon  the  actual  cost,  it  will  amount 
to  a  complete  prohibition  to  the  importation  of 
most  kinds  of  printed  cotton  goods,  and  also  upon 
English  manufactured  silk  goods,  upon  the  expor- 
tation of  which  a  bounty  of  44.  jper  pound  is  al- 
lowed. The  contemplated  tarin  proposes  a  doty 
of  25  per  cent,  upon  linens  of  every  description, 
and  those  costing  less  than  25  cents  the  square 
yard  to  be  calculated  as  having  cost  that,  and  26 
per  cent,  calculated  upon  that  amount  In  addi- 
tion to  which,  the  duty  is  to  be  calculated  upon 
the  bounty  allowed  of  \^.  per  yard  on  all  linens 
costing  less  than  I8<i.  per  yard.  The  proposed 
tariff  also  contemplates  a  duty  of  33  per  cent  upon 
blankets ;  and  stuffs  are  considered  to  be  included 
with  woollens  of  every  description,  and.  conse- 
quently,  subject  to  33  per  cent  duty.  Tne  three 
last-mentioned  articles,  viz :  blankets,  stuffs,  and 
linens,  now  pay  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent  ad  valo- 
rem ;  and  neither  (excepting  blankets,  to  a  very 
limited  extent)  are  manufactured  in  this  country, 
and  are  all  much  used;  the  impolicy  of  raising 
the  duties  upon  them  can  be  readily  judged  of. 
Two  of  the  articles  being  used,  one  from  economy, 
the  other  from  necessity,  to  a  great  extent  hy  the 
poorer  class  of  people,  the  consequences  or  raising 
the  duties  to  the  rates  proposed  in  the  contemplated 
tariff  will  be  to  preclude  the  importation  of  many 
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articles  altogether  in  a  fair  way,  and  to  encourage 
and  systematize  smuggling  apon  a  scale  so  exten- 
nve,  as  serioasly  to  affect  the  revenue  of  the  coun- 
tr3rt  and  corrupt  the  morals  of  the  people. 

The  facilities  which  our  extensive  seaboard  and 
inland  frontier  give  to  the  introduction  of  goods 
in  an  illicit  manner ;  the  temptations  which  the 
contemplated  tariff  offers ;  the  large  value  of  man  y 
articles  which  may  be  comprised  in  a  small  bulk; 
and  the  prospect  of  gain  so  great,  that  many  in- 
dividuals, who  now  would  despise  the  person 
who  would  enf;age  in  such  a  trade,  will  be  induced 
to  engage  in  it  themselves— the  inducements  to 
the  engaging  in  the  introduction  of  many  articles. 
in  an  illegal  manner,  can  be  readily  judged  of, 
when  a  person  smuggling  100  pounds  of  sewing 
silk  or  suk  twist  would,  by  avoidmg  the  duty  alone, 
<feaeive  a  compensation  of  (150. 

Five  pieces  of  superfine  cloth  would  comprise 
Imt  a  small  balk,  and  the  weight  would  be  about 
ISO  pounds,  and  would  contam  about  100  yards, 
and  cost  about  £200.  The  duty  upon  the  same, 
according  to  the  contemplated  tariff,  would  be 
•324. 

In  many  kinds  of  cambric  muslins,  fine  fancy 
muslins,  and  manufactures  of  silk,  the  facilities 
and  iaduoements  to  smuggling  will  be  equally 
great. 

It  must,  therefore,  be  obvious  to  every  person  of 
refloctionj  that,  whether  the  contemplated  tariff 
have  for  its  object  the  increase  of  revenue,  or  the 
protection  of  our  own  manufactures,  an  adoption 
of  it  will,  most  assuredly,  have  a  contrary  eoect. 

Average  priceg  of  wperpu  JUnar  in  "HiladAfkia^ 
fkm  the  year  1789  to  1819,  i/ndruwe. 
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-  7  70 
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-  12  00 

-  9  85 

-  7  20 
1820  (April,)  -  4  75 


UNIFORM  SYSTEM  OF  BANKRUPTCY. 

[Comfliunicated  to  the  Senate,  December  S7,  1819.] 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepreaent- 
atives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  merchants  and  traders  of 
the  town  of  Boston,  and  of  other  towns  within  the 
State  of  Ma&sachnsetls: 

The  wise  framers  of  our  eicellent  Constitution, 
foreseeing  the  necessity,  in  a  maritime  comnuinityi 
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of  laws  peculiarly  afiectiBf  comasta.^. 
caused,  upon  due  deliboauoo,  the  ^%* . 
lishiujg  ^'  uniform  laws  on  the  wt^  ^ 
ruptcies"  to  be  among  those  exfre^-  ^ 
by  the  people  to  their  rqwewDtaQTc . 
assembled.     Several  of  oar  sistfrau:- 
time  they  became  members  of  ttrfiv 
Republic,  did  not  hesitate  to  decitTi>&^  ; 
imprisonoient  for  debt,  except  iK^i^ 
be  a  violent  presumption  of  fnoi^.^j. 
Constitutional  rifht;  and  maoyi^'«.. 
creative  power  thus  vested  in  tk  x.-  .- 
ernment  nas  been  suffered  to  Ik  cs.. 
from  time  to  time  expressed,  by  ci:.. 
insolvent  laws  or  acts  of  phTiterLi.  ^ 
sense  of  the  propriety  of  measuRs  l:^. 
common  execution  of  the  hw,  fioi,T.,« 
merating  the  multiform  deeUntMOic^.- 
gislatures  to  this  effect,  it  is  ^wn^h.\ 
deny  that  the  greatest  nosable  eve:. . 
personal  restraint  bears  the  cloieiak; . 
common  sentiments  and  habits  of  Avri. 
is  highly  congenial  to  that  poFeafldtifa.   ] 
liberty  which  animates  our  whole  cir.u.  ' 
cal  character. 

Notwithstanding;  its  remukabk  (2^  .| 
our  national  physiognomy,  narijur*-.'! 
are  now  elapsed  since  we  hare  enJAS^ '- 
of  a  bankrupt  law.  Duriaga  grtiti^  - 
momentous  and  eventful  paiod,a£^'- 
cussion  of  foreign  arms,  and  the  Tioie>*' 
lifted  up  against  nation,  the  neouaiV  ^ 
rica  enjoyed  a  degree  o(  comiwpcu^ 
unparalleled  in  the  annaU  of  Iwff-'^ 
The  granaries  of  the  world  wereop  *•* 
and  the  mighty  empires  of  finipps  c*;* 
in  some  measure,  to  have  depcoiW  V^-*" 
pUes,  By  these  remarkable  6^*^^ 
revenues  were  accumulated  id  k  <**' " 
citizens,  which  were  constaatlj  »**^' 
larger  and  more  perilous  adra'a*'*;^, 
mercial  engagements  werestieicWs*  ^ 
extent.  At  this  crisis  the  i^2iS» 
commenced,  and  war  shortly  aw**^^ 
which,  however  necessary ia/^-g^ 
however  important  in  their  W^^^t 
not  fail  of  being  j^reatly  «'■"^*?1^^^6^ 
mercial  and  trading  i'^*^'**^_^f  i^;J^ 
chanu  who  were  enabled  ^^''iL^i^jis 
distresses  invariably  attendaiA»^j|^ 
itable  evils  were  induced,  on  r^^ii^ 
to  put  forth  all  their  ^ae^?*^  ^*  S':^ 
ing  unusual  harvests,  and  "^^^^'LLi* 
lishing  their  broken  fortunes;  ^^^ 
pension  of  commercial  pufsw'Sj  ^  ,jjf:. 
had  been  (for  them,atleast)anfoft^^,^ 

trade  in  its  accustomed  ch«ai»«»""y^j0 
and  necessity  had  opened  ^^'^^m:^ 
already  pouring  in  their  ^^^^,,1^'.  . 
mous  consumption  of  a  most  c»w-  r^,,,| 
But  when  the  great  belljgtf«;f.l^t.p 

laid  aside  their  long^herished  h^X^'^^ 
cific  arts  were  every  where  rcas^"""^  ^* 

mate  superiority,  ^n^^^J?„^m^i 
step  forth,  in  the  plenitude  on»ff /^  ^i.i 
and  monopolize  the  trade  «*"*» 
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the  globe,  nt  the  same  time  that  many  Powers, 
who,  when  occupied  in  arms,  bad  been  entirely 
dependent  npon  ns  as  the  general  carriers  and  fac- 
tors of  the  world,  foand  their  advantage  in  calling 
to  light  hidden  resources,  and  establi^ning  a  com- 
merce of  their  own.  From  such  a  singular  con- 
catenation of  eyents,  the  most  prudent  and  the 
inost  opulent  have  been  obliged  to  meet  peculiar 
embarra^ments  and  unexampled  pressure;  so  that 
many  who  had  withstood  the  penis  and  losses  of 
the  war  hare  been  drawn  into  ruin  by  the  unex- 
pected fatalities  of  peace. 

Struck  with  this  prominent  example  of  the  ex- 
treme mutability  of  commercial  affairs,  subjected 
as  they  are  to  innumerable  and  ineyitable  casual- 
ties, and  aware  of  the  constant  re^rd  which  the 
representative  Legislature  of  an  enlightened  mari- 
time Republic  must  preserve  towards  tbe  interests 
of  commerce  and  the  cause  of  humanity,  your 
memorialists,  the  merchants  and  traders  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, 9s  well  those  who  have  been  severely 
laboring  under  the  evils  we  have  above  related  as 
those  who  are  of  a  more  fortunate  description,  beg 
leave  respectfully  to  suggest  the  expediency  of 
establishing  throughout  the  United  States  a  uni- 
form system  of  bankruptcy,  to  the  end  that  per- 
sonal liberty  and  the  equitable  discharge  of  con- 
tracts may  no  lon^r  be  subjected  to  the  caprice 
or  dii$honest)r  of  mdividuals,  but  that  over  our 
civil  transactions  as  well  as  our  political  rights  we 
may  enjoy  ^'aOovernmentof  laws,and  not  of  men." 

It  might  appear  unnecessary,  but  for  the  strong 
attachment  we  are  apt  to  bear  even  to  the  inju- 
rious customs  of  our  ancestors,  to  set  forth  the 
fxnreasonaMe  hardships  towards  merchants  and 
traders  of  that  law  which  gives  unlimited  satis- 
faction upon  the  goods,  estates,  and  body  of  the 
debtor.  In  what  respect,  it  mav  be  asked,  is  it 
superior  to  the  much  deprecated  law  of  the  twelve 
tables  ?  We  do  not,  indeed,  countenance  the  par- 
tition of  the  nnharoy  debtor  among  his  enraged 
creditors,  but  we  do  allow  his  estates  and  his  ex- 
pectations to  be  torn  in  pieces ;  we  do  allow  him, 
without  mercy  or  remorse,  to  be  stripped  at  once 
of  present  possessions  and  future  possibilities ;  to 
lye  tefl  without  means  and  without  hopes — an  out- 
cast and  a  reproach.  If  it  be  against  the  policy  of 
our  code  that  the  mifbrtunate  insolvent  and  his 
miserable  family  should  be  subjected  to  domestic 
servitude  or  sda  to  foreign  slavery,  by  how  much 
are  we  more  merciful  when  we  award  against 
him  the  ignominy  of  perpetual  imprisonment  and 
perpetual  poverty  7  But  we  are  often  told,  while 
the  debtor  stxtkn  justly  for  his  folly  or  his  crime, 
bis  innocent  dependants  not  only  do  not,  as  in 
some  parts  of  the  world,  participate  in  his  punish- 
ment, but  ate,  in  truth,  rescued  fVom  want  bv  the 
rhore  humane  provisions  of  the  law.  Not  to  dwell 
upon  the  unavoidable  insufficiency  of  provisions 
for  pauperism  to  supply  the  accustomed  comforts 
and  luxuries  of  life,  your  memorialists  would  hum- 
lily  submit  to  your  consideration  whether  there  be 
not  something  of  mistaken  humanity  in  a  system 
which  creates  the  poor  for  whom  it  provide? 
whether  it  does  not  argue  somewhat  of  inconsist- 
ency if  we  seem  to  generate  evil  for  the  sake  of 


doing  it  away  7  whether  that  may  not  be  an  un- 
reasonable prejudice  which  prefers  to  establish  a 
partial  remedy  by  poor  laws  rather  than  a  very 
general  prevention  by  bankrupt  laws?  Neither, 
perhaps,  will  it  appear,  upon  investigation,  that 
the  commercial  debtor  commonly  or  often  suffers 
justly  for  his  folly  or  his  crime.  An  enlightened 
Legislature  will  undoubtedl3r  be  well  aware  that  a 
circulating  medium  is  the  life-blood  of  commerce ; 
that  the  obtaining  of  credit,  or  what  in  other  men 
than  traffickers  and  traders  might  justly  be  called 
running  in  debt,  is  an  essential  part  of  the  system 
of  exchange ;  it  is  the  borrowing  from  one  in  order 
to  pay  to  another  in  some  less  vctluable  form  which 
constitutes  the  gain  of  the  merchant;  and  it  is  the 
foreseeing  how  to  effect  this  ad  vantaseous  comma- 
tation  which  constitutes  his  skill.  This  is  a  game 
of  hazard  as  well  as  of  calculation,  and  it  is  suffi- 
ciently clear  that  any  unforeseen  cheek  between 
these  successive  steps^>-some  inevitable  loss,  some 
unexpected  disappomtment^  or  even  some  tempo- 
rary delay — may  prevent  his  meeting  his  engage- 
ments^ and  thus  involve  him  in  irretrievable  rum. 
Certainly  we  canuot  say  much  for  the  justice 
which  views  these  dispositions  of  fortune  in  the 
light  of  criminality,  and  puts  their  victhn  on  a 
level  with  the  idle,  the  extravagant,  and  the 
profligate. 

Our  humane  and  admirable  law  scfems,  indeed, 
to  depart  from  its  own  spirit  every  way  in  tbe 
case  of  the  •unfortunate  debtor.  It  not  only  ren- 
ders him  obnoxious  to  an  unmerited  weight  of 
punishment,  but  it  puts  out  of  its  own  hands  all 
discretionary  right  of  measuring  or  apportioning 
that  punishment,  and  vests  an  unlimited  power  in 
the  interested  and  the  irritated.  To  no  purpose 
are  we  told  that  the  true  interest  of  the  creoitor 
would  be  to  release  his  pirisoner,  to  put  him  in  a 
way  of  honest  industry,  and  to  restore  him  to  his 
credit  with  the  world;  for  here  we  find  men  blinded 
by  avarice  rather  than  guided  by  interest;  and  par- 
ticularly as  each  creditor  reflects  that  the  mercy 
which  be  would  willixigly  extend,  his  neighbor 
will  certainly  reject  Thus  is  the  merciless  re- 
munerated, while  he  who  indulges  the  common 
feelings  of  humanity  loses,  or  at  least  hazards,  the 
debt  without  benefiting  the  debtor.  Where  tnere 
are  many  claimants,  tnere  will  always  be  some 
unfeeling  or  unjust  |  and  we  cannot  refuse  to  recol- 
lect how  much  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  single  in- 
dividual, for  how  insignificant  a  sum,  after  other 
means  of  satisfaction  are  exhausted,  to  produce  aU 
the  evil  we  have  in  part  attempted  to  describe. 
That  this  unyielding  hardness  on  the  part  of  the 
creditor  is  by  no  means  so  anfrequent  as  we  could 
wish  to  believe,  does  but  too  plainly  appear  when 
we  call  up  the  condition  of  the  EngliNh  jails,  at  a 
former  period,  during  more  than  a  century  and  a 
half.  From  the  moment  that  imprisonment  for 
debt  was  first  granted  by  law,  to  the  time  wheii 
the  benevolent  system  of  bankruptcy  was  fully 
and  eflectuaily  introduced,  we  find  them  crowded 
and  overflowing  with  the  miserable  victims  of  in- 
solvency to  an  almost  incredible  degree;  and  Wb 
much  Kar  that  the  great  cities  and  commercial 
marts  of  our  own  country,  even  in  this  enlightened 
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mod  pfailanthropic  a^e,  will  afford  ample  evidence 
of  a  strong  disposition  in  creditors  to  enforce  the 
lifbt  of  imprisonment  in  its  severest  extent. 

Ilitherto  we  have  considered  this  important  sub- 
ject principally  on  the  side  of  mercy.  Your  me- 
morialists would  likewise  represent  it  on  the  side 
of  justice.  The  law,  as  it  now  stands,  appears  to 
leave  a  wide  opening,  and  to  create  a  powerful 
temptation  to  fraud.  The  debtor,  who  has  noth- 
ing to  expect  from  compassion,  and  nothiig  to 
fear  from  detection,  has  little  inducement  to  an 
honest  disclosure  ot  effects,  which,  if  utterly  sur- 
rendered, would  probably  but  ill  satisfy  the  rapa- 
city of  the  vultures  who  surround  him.  To  what 
but  the  hopeless  severity  of  our  law  can  we  attrib- 
ute the  frequent  instances  of  fraudulent  convey- 
ances in  trust ;  of  fictitious  transfers  of  property  ; 
of  the  security  of  endorsers  before  any  liability  has 
attached^  or  who  have  perhaps  generated  a  spuri- 
ous credit  by  the  accommodation  of  their  names, 
with  an  understanding  that  no  liability  ever  should 
.  attach ;  of  the  collusive  preference  oi  one  or  more 
creditors  to  the  total  exclusion  of  the  rest;  and  the 
whole  complicated  tissue  of  deceit  which  may  be 
observed  in  daily  operation  to  sustain  the  credit  of 
a  tottering  house,  or  raise  it  from  its  fall  ?  The 
system  of  palpable  fraud  and  oppression  which  has 
tna^  grown  out  of  the  abuses  and  imperfections  of 
Che  law  must  obviously  occasion  vast  impediment 
to  commercial  enterprise  and  skill.  By  it  credit  is 
greatly  affected  both  at  home  and  abroad.  Gen- 
eral insecurity  begets  mutual  distrust  We  know 
not  who  may  be  honest  till  he  has  been  tempted, 
and  we  have  no  certain  bold  on  dishonesty  in  the 
law.  If,  then,  it  should  seem  that  our  State  insol- 
vent acts,  so  far  as  they  may  tend  to  impair  the 
obligation  of  contracts,  are  unconstitutional  and 
.void^  your  memorialists  would  suggest  to  your  im- 
,|)artial  inquiry  whether  the  nractical  obligation  of 
contracts  is  not,  in  point  offact,  as  seriously  and 
more  frequently  impaired  by  the  existence  of  the 
evils  we  haVe  thus  briefly  enumerated. 

There  is  one  other  remaining  ground  upon 
which  your  memorialists  be^  leave  to  suggest  the 
expediency  of  amendment  in  the  present  law  of 
satisfaction  for  debt.  Its  effects  upon  society  are 
believed  to  be  pernicious  in  an  alarming  degree : 
and  your  memorialists  do  not  doubt  that  moral 
and  political  results  are  the  chief  and  peculiar  soli- 
citude of  enlightened  legislation.  Its  moral  effects 
are  believed  by  your  memorialists  to  be  pernicious 
in  an  alarming  decree,  when  it  is  seen  that  in  cases 
of  insolvency -no  distinction  is  made  between  the 
unfortunate  and  the  profuse;  that  innocence  and 
ffuilt  are  alike  tenants  of  the  common  jail ;  that 
tne  compassionate  are  plundered,  and  justice  is 
cheated  of  its  right ;  that  the  honest  insolvent  is 
strongly  tempted  to  sacrifice  his  inteffrity,  and 
often  overpowered ;  in  short,  that  only  the  nraudu- 
jent  debtor,  by  the  secretion  of  property  no  longer 
hlsL  escapes  the  chief  penalties  of  the  law,  and 
oniy  the  hard-hearted  creditor,  by  rigorously  per- 
sisting in  his  claim,  obtains  its  full  benefit.  Its 
political  effects  may  oe  thought  not  less  alarmingly 
pernicious  when  a  large  number  of  respectable 
and  industrious  citizens  are  reduced  to  idleness 
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and  indiffeDce;  when  they  are naaov 
charge  of  others  in  utter  uselesocss  v. 
a  rotten  ezcresceDce  that  is  draifijE?:.^ 
of  the  community;  when  theym; 
driven  by  long  continuance  of  ubet: 
ment  to  absolute  despair;  and  wk..-. 
interminable  poverty  may  have  rie!i;. 
affected  and  factious. 

These  abuses  and  dangers  r::?r: 
humbly  conceive  may  be  obviated :>5;>. 
ment  of  a  uniform  and  permaoec:^:." 
a  law  which  shall  at  once  satishzi-  ^. 
manity  ;  which  shall  empower  ik  -. 
check  his  debtor's  ruinous  cmkb^.  . 
wholly  divested  him  of  means;  vk:;L 
the  insolvent,  under  heavy  peoaita:  . 
closure  of  his  effects  and  of  bis  crc  - 
shall  destroy  all  collusive  intercoane?: 
lent  creditors,  and  remove  all  pML 
or  fictitious  conveyance;  which  sb'  _ . 
absolute  cession  and  an  equal  db&itc 
bankrupt's  property  in  satisfaeiici. 
claims — a  law  which,  while  it  shall  ii*^^ 
ulent  bankrupts  with  its  severest riaiii  - 
the  other  hand,  discharge  (hepersoacri 
honorable  debtor  from  an  odioosikp- 
confinement ;  which  shall  resciKb::^ 
sitions  from  a  retrospective  iiahili!T::' 
shall  establish  some  pecuniary  esc^' 
reward  for  prudence  and  ^ood  fiitt:: ' 
be  enabled  to  renew  his  blighted  k^t^-  - 
strength  of  honest  industry  reattain:^- 
and  honor. 

Your  memorialists  can  percare  k?  -" 
ing  from  a  system  of  bankruptcy  aflw^  ^ 
ter balance  these  many  and  great  had^-  ■ 
would  particularly  represent  thaljiuac  - 
the  agricultural  interest  can  Dew?*=Jj; 
law  by  which  they  do  not  see  tfaic*^-' 
are  in  any  way  affected,  exceptac*^ ;; 
acquire  an  additional  hold  upon'^*^-'^' 
the  recovery  of  their  just  debts.  ^ 

Your  memorialists  have  ^^^^J. 
the  attention  of  the  LegisJatortW'^^ 
viction  of  the  importance  ^^^'^j^ 
ject  which  they  urge,  as  well  »^/^Vta 
their  suggestions,  at  the  P'***-^^^'^ 
commerce,  in  an  especial  tw'^'^jji 
fostering  hand  of  GovernmeiJl>P?rj;., 
it,  and  when  the  Supreme  C*^^;,^^, 
States  have  recently  declared  IW*^^^^. 
vent  acts  which  affect  the  ^^^^^^i::^. 
tract  are  unconstitutional  ^^^^rZ,J^f 
with  that  indulgence  which  ^..^^J 
seem  to  require,  and  that  the  W«|; ., 
America  will  no  longer  l^i^*?  jj^f^'i 
is,  the  only  commercial  ^^^^^n[oi>:' 
worid  utterly  destitute  of  any  poem  [ 
the  nature  of  a  bankrupt  law.         ,  ^jr 

These  considerations  the  ^^f^Zii*"- 
and  traders  of  Boston,  and  of^^^^-j: 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  ^^^l\^^. 

the  hope  that  such  '^^^^,'^%lm^ 
the  relief  of  a  numerous  andunwri     .  , 
citizens  as  Congress  in  its  wisdom  c^^ 
equate  to  that  desirable  end. 
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VACCINATION. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  January  5,  1820.] 

To  the  htmorabie  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent' 

ativee  of  the  United  States  of  America  : 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned  respectfully 
represents :  That,  at  a  late  meeting  of  a  number  of 
gentlemen  friendly  to  vaccination,  held  in  this 
city,  in  pursuance  of  a  public  notice  given  for  that 
purpose,  your  memorialists  were  chosen  a  board  of 
manager?,  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  James  Smith, 
the  agent  appointed  by  the  President  under  author- 
ity of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  to  en- 
courage raccinatiop ;  to  organize  a  national  vac- 
cine institution  for  the  United  States  of  America, 
agreeably  to  a  plan  which  had  been  previously 
proposed  by  him,  and  for  the  support  of  which  con- 
siderable sums  have  been  subscribed."  It  has, 
therefore,  become  the  duty  of  your  memorialists  to 
solicit  your  serious  attei\tion  to  this  important  sub- 
ject, and  if  the  views  of  our  association  fully  meet 
with  your  approbation,  we  most  respectfully  peti- 
tion and  pray  that  you  will  grant  us  an  act  ot  in 
corporation  to  enable  us  with  more  certainty  to 
carry  into  effect  the  plan  which  has  been  adopt- 
ed by  the  society  we  represent,  "to  secure  the 
preservation  and  distribution  of  the  true  vaccine 
matter,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States." 

Your  memorialists  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
enter  into  any  detail  of  facts  to  prove  to  you  the 
necessity  which  exists  of  your  giving  greater  en- 
couragement to  vaccination;  nor  yet  to  demon- 
strate the  many  advantages  which  the  public  may 
reasonably  expect  to  derive  from  the  institution 
now  proposed  to  be  established  for  this  purpase. 
But  in  an  undertaking  which  appears  to  us  to  be 
so  intimately  connected  with  the  convenience, 
health,  and  general  welfare  of  our  fellow-citizens 
in  every  part  of  the  United  States,  it  becomes  us 
to  submit  for  your  consideration  some  of  the  most 
prominent  reasons  which  have  induced  us  to  en- 
gage in  it. 

1st.  The  small  pox,  which  is  a  contagious  dis- 
ease, and  one  of  the  most  fatal  and  destructive 
plagues  that  ever  affected  the  human  race,  vet  ex- 
ists in  our  country,  and  annually  destroys  the  lives 
of  many  of  our  fellow-citizens.  The  rich  and  the 
poor,  the  old  and  the  young,  are  alike  liable  to  take 
this  disease.  It  is  not  confined  to  any  particular 
place,  but  pervades  alike  our  cities  and  villages; 
and. searchmg  every  wherefor  its  victims,  penetrates 
within  our  inmost  and  most  solitary  settlements. 
Neither  are  the  untutored  natives  of  our  land  se- 
cure from  this  plague ;  it  is  frequentlv  carried  into 
their  camps  and  villages,  and  proauces  among 
them  the  utmost  consternation  and  despair. 

2d.  It  is  now  proven,  in  a  manner  so  fully  and 
clearly  as  to  admit  of  no  doubt  whatever,  that  the 
true  kine  pock  is  a  certain  preventive  of  small  pox, 
as  well  as  of  all  the  calamities  which  are  naturally 
attendant  on  it.  This  remedy  is  nexer  attended 
with  any  danger,  and  may  be  safely  applied  by  any 
intelligent  person  who  is  furnished  with  the  mat- 
ter, due  care  being  taken  to  follow  the  simple  and 


easy  directions  which  are  now  given  with  it  for 
its  proper  management. 

3d.  The  matter  of  the  true  kine  pock  (and  n6 
other  can  have  an^r  effect  to  prevent  the  small 
pox)  is  of  foreign  origin,  and  is  not  known,  as  has 
been  asserted  by  some,  to  be  indigenous  in  our 
country.  The  peculiarly  delicate  nature  of  this 
matter  likewise-  renders  it  so  extremely  liable  to 
perish,  that,  even  when  we  have  it  in  our  posses- 
sion, we  cannot  keep  it  active  in  our  hands,  except 
for  very  shdrt  periods  of  time,  (depending  much 
upon  the  state  of  the  weather,)  without  renewing 
it  from  one  subject  to  another,  with  the  greatest 
regularity,  care,  and  attention.  From  these  unal- 
terable circumstances,  and  peculiar  qualities  in  the 
nature  of  the  vaccine  fluid,  there  are  but  few  per- 
sons who  can  ever  pay  such  constant  and  unre- 
mitted attention  to  its  preservation  as  would  ena- 
ble them  to  furnish  it  with  any  d^ee  of  certainty 
when  it  might  be  most  wanted.  The  act  of  Con- 
gress to  encourage  vaccination  has  been  attended 
with  many  good  effects.  Tbe  agent  appointed  i^ 
under  this  law  has  been  successful  in  his  endeavors 
to  preserve  the  genyine  virus ;  and  from  him  the 
surgeons  of  tbe  army  and  navy,  as  well  as  the  citi* 
zens  of  the  United  States  in  every  section  of  our 
country,  have  obtained,  without  interruption,  a  sup- 
ply of  til  is  remedy  as  often  as  they  have  found  it 
necessary  to  apply  to  him  for  it. 

In  England,  where  the  vaccine  remedy  was  first 
discovered,  a  solicitude  proportionate  to  the  diffi- 
culty of  preserving  it  has  been  uniformly  mani* 
Tested ;  and  various  institutions  have  been  estab* 
lished  there  for  this  purpose,  under  the  direction  of 
the  most  respectable  characters.  Of  these  estab* 
lishments,  the  London  Vaccine  Institution  is,  per- 
haps, the  most  celebrated  in  the  world.  In  many 
other  parts  of  enlightened  Europe,  the  most  zealous 
philanthropists  have  taken  an  active  part  in  dis- 
seminating the  kine  pock,  and  in  protecting  their 
fellow-men  from  destruction  by  small  pox. 

4th.  The  use  of  spurious  and  other  kinds  of  im- 
proper infection,  taken  in  mistake  for  the  real  kina 
pocK  matter,  has  often  occasioned  fatal  accidents, 
and  checked  the  progress  of  vaccination  in  places 
where  otherwise  it  would  have  been  cherished  and 
esteemed.  This  was  particularly  the  case  when 
the  kine  pock  was  first  attempted  to  be  introduced 
into  New  York,  Marblehead,  Norfolk,  and  some 
other  places  in  this  country.  Citizens  who  have 
been  disappointed  in  this  way.  or  who  take  the 
small  pox  after  being  assured  tnat  they  have  had 
the  true  kine  pock,  are  very  apt  to  be  led  to  doubt 
tbe  efficacy  ot  vaccination,  and  to  turn  a  deaf  ear 
forever  thereafter  to  every  proof  or  fact  which  can 
be  adduced  in  support  of  the  Jennerian  discovery: 
There  is  no  point,  indeed,  in  which  the  friends  of ' 
vaccination  are  so  liable  to  be  assailed,  or  in  which 
they  are  so  often  found  vulnerable,  as  in  their  lia«> 
bility  to  use  spurious  instead  of  the  genuine  virus. 
The  most  skilful  physicians  have  not  been  always 
exempt  from  maxing  mistakes  in  this  particular. 
The  illustrious  Jenner,  when  he  at  first  promul- 
gated his  discovery  to  the  world,  had  more  diffi- 
culties to  contend  with  on  this  score  than  on  anv 
other.    He  then  informed  as  of  the  "  extreme  deh 
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ioacy  of  the  nature  of  the  yaccine  fluid,''  and 
showed  U9  how  easily  it  could  be  "  disorganized.^ 
He  also  informed  us  that,  with  all  his  care  and 
attention,  "an  unnatural  deviation  in  this  virus 
from  its  perfect  state  frequently  occurred  to  him." 
Dr.  Waterhouse,  of  Boston,  likewise  informs  us 
that,  "  about  the  latter  end  of  the  Autumn,  or  be- 

finning  of  the  Winter  of  1800,  the  vaccine  disease 
ad  deviated,  in  his  opinion,  from  its  orieinai  char- 
ttefer,  and  assumed  a  face  with  which  he  was  not 
acquainted."  In  a  discovery  which  has  been  so 
lecently  made  known  to  the  world,  and  which  is 
yet  so  imperfectly  understood  bv  any  of  us,  all 
Iheoe  difficulties  may  be  reasonably  expected ;  and 
'Whenever  they  do  occur  to  anv  practitioner,  it  is 
indispensably  requisite  that  he  snould  desist  at  once 
from  operating,  and  aot  attempt  to  vaccinate  any 
one  until  furnished  with  fresh  matter,  taken  from 
some  true  and  genuine  source.  The  application  of 
tiieimcciae matter  is  in  itself  a  very  simple  business, 
and  has  been  often  intrusted  to  operators  of  verv 
kttle  skill ;  but  it  requires  some  considerable  knowl- 
edge of  this  matter  to  enable  any  practitioner  to 
MKCt  the  best  for  his  use,  or  to  discriminate,  with 
aecuracy,  between  the  true  vaccine  and  the  many 
ODQnterteit  affections  which  are  liable  to  be  mis- 
taken for  it.  We.  therefore,  deem  it  to  be  of  essen- 
tial importance  tnat  some  central  and  responsible 
institution  should  be  esftablished  wherein  an  unin- 
terrupted supply  of  genuine  matter  should  be  main- 
tonxed,  and  from  which  it  ought  to  be  regularly 
dispensed,  on  the  most  free  and  liberal  terms  possi- 
ble, to  all  who  want  it.  To  relieve  the  public  from 
all  doubt  or  uncertainty  in  a  matter  of  so  much 
iioqportanee  to  them,  the  purity  and  efficacy  of  this 
wms  should  be  occasionally  tested,  and  the  result 
of  tkese  necessary  precautions  should  be  faithfully 
endmnnieated  to  the  public  from  time  to  time. 

5th.  Another  and  a  very  important  advantage  of 
aneh  an  institution  as  has  been  proposed,  must 
arise  from  its  great  convenience  to  the  whole  com- 
munity. The  public  authorities,  as  well  as  private 
etlcieDs,  are  all  alike  interested  in  this  establbh- 
■oictit.  The  suiigeons  of  the  army  and  navy  re- 
quire a  constant  supply  of  the  vaccine  matter,  and 
Ikey  eainnot  procure  it  with  certainty  on  any  terms 
exoept  through  the  medium  of  some  institution  of 
this  kind.  An  honorabte  committee  of  the  House 
ef  Representatives,  in  a  report  on  this  subject, 
dated  February  3, 1818,  gave  it  as  their  opinion, 
•ad  the  Government  of  our  country  has  adopted  it 
as  a  just  and  proper  precaution,  that  "  the  vaecina- 
tioa  of  those  persons  belonging  to  the  army  and 
navy,  who  hacl  never  had  the  small  pox,  was  dic- 
tated by  duty  as  well  as  interest."  But  the  preaer- 
mttmi  of  the  vaocine  matter,«as  has  been  already 
intimated,  is  altogether  inoompatible  with  the  da- 
iSfii  which  the  surgeons  in  service  are  bound  to 
perform :  it,  thei^ore^  becomes  necessary  for  us  to 
aapplv  them  with  thb  remedy  as  often  as  they 
nay  have  occasion  to  use  it.  But,  independent  of 
these  facilities  which  the  public  authorities  will 
derire  from  this  institution,  our  fellow-citizens  of 
crrbry  description  will  be  most  happily  accommo- 
dated, (when  necessity^  perhaps,  may  compel  them 
ta  tesckrt  to  it,)  by  knowing  how  and  vi^here  they 


can  obtain  ^with  certainty  t  proper  siz 
matter.  There  are  but  few  amoti  ^r^, 
as  we  ought  any  danger  which  isa::^ 
out  of  oar  immediate  view;  aDdtir-g 
who,  nnder  these  circumstance.  xz}\ 
suaded  to  make  any  provision  wkf>;}, 
Many  families  who,  when  the  k  -n 
was  olSear^d^  could  not  be  pre?ail«9::  *  J 
kine  pock,  have  afterwards,  vto:?>^ 
accidentally  exposed  to  the  costaai  ujj 
searched  with  avidity  for  this  rku.  J 
their  lires  upon  the  first  portioi.*A*'M 
could  procure  from  any  source.  Mr^i 
the  moment  of  danger  to  airk>:<:n4 
have  sent  niessei»ger  after  mmami  n 
press  after  another,  to  very  distasiv^:^ 
greatest  precipitation,  and  soDftiah  r  | 
ing  able  to  procure  any  matter  Qp»  ^  | 
could  place  their  dependence.  Tfi'i 
quences  which  are  liable  to  flow  ins:-  ^ 
of  this  kind,  point  out  to  os,  io  tk ;. ■ 
most  forcible  maoner,  the  aecessitr 
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this  invaluable  matter  with  tk  fm^ 
some  convenient  and  well  know;  > 
whence  it  ma  v  be  obtained  at  a  mw 
and  distributed  fre^  of  every  impe^-.. 
any  extent  it  may  be  demaaded. 

6tb.  There  is  at  this  preeui »'" 
majority  of  the  citizens  of  the  UDiif^>: 
to  take  the  variolous  disease;  anAr.-' 
are  liable  to  be  afiected  by  Jt,  tlwe  k-w 
of  them  who  are  willing  to  aboi?'**- 
nated,  unless  tbey  are  urged  to  it  bf^^K- 
ate  exposure  to  toe  contagion  oTsbl;:  .7 
universal  carelessness  or  aawilliiiP^*- 
people  to  give  tkemselves  any  tiwik?'"- 
any  expense  on  this  accooot, loies  w-* 
some  immediate  danger,  canDOtbrus'- 
cottdennied;  it  isdiscouragngii^^^^- 
seems  to  forbode  to  our  countrT,«sff!r.- 

period  of  time,  a  more  serious  caljj^'j^ 
pox  than  we  have  ever  «P«»«^^L, 
should,  therefore,  take  heed  iB"***^^: 
by  our  constant  care  and  d^'^*]^ 
preserve  the  kine  pock  in  *^p"^^S[oi 
The  more  univeiw  its  use,  "^^^^^j^ti 
certain  will  be  oar  fiilure  p'^ 
from  small  pox.  .  •    ^v< 

In  the  veirs  1815  and  18tt^^«*^rt 
York  and  Philadelphia  becameB*"^^ 


the  small  pox,  and  from  ^'^^^•^'l^ij 
into  many  other  towns  aad  **rv^ 
United  States;  from  these,  ^^^r.^, 


aicated  to  others,  and  carried  "J^^j,  \ 
our  country,  where  it  has  e*^*^!?  ^r^ 


tween  the  months  of  Februsfi 


1816.  their  records  inform  us  »^,if 
one  hundred  persons  had  ^  vzL-i 
pox  in  the  city  of  New  Y^*  «o«*JJ^i , 
these  two  hundred  and  nincty-aj*  ".^ 
Philadelphia,  from  January  V^Wi*' 

1817,  (omitting  three  I'^^^^ift^ 
count  was  received  J  six  ^^^^^^f 
persons  died  of  small  pox!  ".« ^\^^ 
bitable  proof  that  upwards  of  "^»J™1^/ 
fellow^itizens  h^rlhXi^^^^^ 


\ 
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years  past  to  this  pkffute  in  these  two  eities  alone. 
Bat  it  it  were'  possible  for  us  to  bring  into  one 
view  the  sum  total  of  all  the  mortality  and  con- 
sequent injury  which  has  been  sustained  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  United  States  b)r  small  pox  within 
eren  a  few  years  past,  the  exposition  could  not  fail 
to  excite  a  corresponding  feeling  in  yours,  as  well 
as  in  the  mind  of  every  person  who  is  capable  of 
comprehending  its  extent  or  magnitude.  If  this 
destruction  of  our  fellow-creatures  were  unavoida- 
ble, it  would  certainly  be  most  proper  for  us  to  be 
silent,  and  to  submit  to  it  witn  due  humility  of 
hearty  as  is  our  duty  under  every  dispensation  of 
Providence.  But  the  evils  here  complained  of  are 
not  unavoidable;  they  might  with  greater  propri- 
ety be  said  to  be  of  our  own  creating,  for  most  cer- 
tainly they  are  the  natural  effects  of  our  neglecting 
an  acknowledged  duty.  In  corroboration  of  this 
opinion,  we  can  state  to  you,  on  authority  which 
cannot  be  controverted,  that  during  the  same  pe- 
riod of  time  above  mentioned,  when  the  small  pox 
committed  such  ravages  in  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia, it  was  likewise  introduced  into  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  but  it  was  soon  extinguished  again  with 
very  little  difficulty ;  and  we  are  well  convinced, 
from  experience,  that,  if  proper  care  were  always 
taken  to  vaccinate  immediately  when  the  small  pox 
first  appears  in  any  place,  we  could  soon  subdue 
and  eradicate  this  plague  entirely  from  our  coun- 
try. If  that  disheartening  apathy,  however,  which 
pervades  the  community  in  regard  to  the  danger 
of  small  pox  when  out  of  view  cannot  be  roused 
into  action  by  any  means  within  our  power,  the 
small  pox  must  continue  to  exist  among  us,  and 
we  must  occasionally  suffer  severely  for  our  neglect 
of  the  extraordinary  remedy  which  a  merciful  and 
kind  Providence  has  furnished  us  to  prevent  it 

Every  citizen,  therefore,  of  a  discerning  mind, 
who  has  the  prosperity  of  his  country  and  the  wel- 
fare of  the  human  family  sincerely  at  his  heart, 
will,  we  hope,  give  the  proposed  plan  of  a  **  Na- 
tional Vaccine  Institution'^  his  zealous  support, 
and  endeavor  to  bring  as  many  individuals  as  he 
can  under  the  healing  influence  of  vaccination. 
Every  child  properly  vaccinated  will  afford  to  the 
rest  of  the  community  one  additional  security,  at 
least,  against  the  future  prevalence  of  small  pox ; 
and  in  the  same  proportion  as  we  can  increase 
these  securities,  so  also  we  will  raise  up  numerous 
impre|rnable  barriers  to  the  introduction  and  spread- 
ing ot  the  variolous  contagion  among  us. 

Signed  by  Josiah  Meigs.  Wm.  ±i.  Clendinen, 
Tho.  Henderson^  Stephen  B.  Balch,  E.  B.  Cald- 
well, James  Smith. 

Washington  Cmr,  D.  C,  /on.  1, 1820. 


UNIFORM  SYSTEM  OF  BANKRUPTCY. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  Jannary  10,  18S0.] 

T0  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Hep/reeeniaiivu  of  the 
UnUed  Statee  in  Congreea  aeeembkd: 

The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
the  city  of  New  York  respectfully  showeth : 
TJiail,  when  the  £ramEers  of  the  Conalitutioii  ci 


the  United  States  gave  Congress  power  to  estab- 
lish uniform  laws  upon  the  subject  of  bankrnptcieB 
throughout  the  United  States,  they  must  have  fore- 
seen that  the  commercial  intercourse  among  the 
several  States  might  at  some  future  period  become 
so  extensive  and  important  as  to  render  it  advii«ible, 
if  not  necessary,  for  Congress  to  exercise  the  powa: 
thus  given  to  them.  Your  memorialists  beg  leave 
most  respectfully  to  suggest  for  the  consideration 
of  Congress  whether  the  period  has  not  arrived 
which  the  Convention  foresaw,  when  the  interests 
of  the  country  require  that  the  power  vested  in 
Congress  upon  this  subject  should  be  exercised. 

Among  other  things  which  bind  the  people  of 
the  United  States  together  as  one  nation,  our 
commercial  intercourse  with  each  other  must  be 
considered  by  every  enlightened  statesman  as  a 
band  of  no  insignificant  importance ;  the  regula- 
tion of  it  was,  therefore,  wisely  intrusted  by  the 
Constitution  to  Congress.  To  an  extensive  and 
flourishing  internal  and  foreign  commerce,  it 
seems  to  your  memorialists  that  a  gjeneral  system 
of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States  is 
essential.  In  cases  where  misfortune  overtakes 
and  ruins  a  merchant  in  any  p^rt  of  the  United 
States,  (and  what  merchant  is  there  whom  mia- 
fortune  may  not  overtake  and  ruin  ?)  it  is  certainly 
important  that  some  plan  should  be  adopted  by 
which  his  creditors  in  every  part  of  the  United 
States  should  stand  upon  an  equal  footing,  have 
an  equal  chance  of  receiving  a  dividend  of  his 
estate,  and  equal  means  of  knowing  in  what  man- 
ner his  property  is  to  be  disposed  of. 

Your  memorialists  believe  that  no  other  plan 
than  a  uniform  bankrupt  law  can  be  adopted  to 
efiect  these  desirable  ends;  without  it,  in  cases 
where  a  merchant  fails,  his  creditors  do  not  all 
stand  upon  the  same  footing.  In  some  of  the 
States,  in  case  of  a  debtor  absconding,  a  differ- 
ence is  made  by  law  between  the  remedies  against 
him  afforded  to  persons  residing  within  the  State 
and  those  residing  in  other  States.  la  the  State 
of  New  York,  if  a  merchant  fails  and  absconds 
from  the  State,  leaving  property  within  it,  a  citi- 
zen of  New  York  may  sue  out  an  attachment 
a^inst  the  property  which  he  has  left  behind 
him,  but  a  citizen  oi  another  State  cannot  It  ui 
true,  indeed^  that  the  ];«operty  when  attached  is 
for  the  benefit  of  all  his  creditors ;  but  it  is  equally 
true  that  if,  before  he  absconds,  the  debtor  has 
foresight  enough  to  pay  his  creditors  in  New 
York,  he  may  leave  his  property  in  the  State 
with  perfect  safety,  and  nis  creditors  in  other 
States  cannot  touch  it. 

Without  a  general  bankrupt  law,  aU  the  credi- 
tors of  a  merchant  who  fiiils  have  not  an  eqnal 
chance  of  receiving  a  dividend  from  his  estate. 
When  a  merchant's  affiiirs  become  embarrassed 
in  any^  of  our  commercial  cities,  (the  practice  is 
80  uniform  that  it  has  become  a  perfect  system,) 
he  assigns  all  his  property  in  the  nist  plaee  to  pay 
his  confidential  ^friends,  who  hare  lent  him  their 
names  and  their  money,  and  thus  given  him  a 
fiJse  credit,  which  has  heen  the  means  of  his  im- 
posing upon  others;  or  he  has  already  assigned,.as 
aeeortty  for  usurJcNu  loans  procored  fiom  soma  cf 
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the  harpies  who  infest  ail  our  cities,  every  thing 
that  he  has  of  any  value ;  his  honest  bosiness 
creditors  get  nothing.  The  truth  of  this  has  been 
felt  and  will  be  acknowledged  by  almost  every 
commercial  man  in  the  United  States. 

Without  a  general  bankrupt  law,  it  is  manifest 
that  all  the  creditors  of  an  unfortunate  or  dishon- 
est merchant  have  not  equal  means  of  knowing 
how  and  in  what  manner  his  property  is  to  w 
disposed  of,  unless  they  can  be  presumed  to  be 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  laws  of  every 
State  in  which  they  may  have  a  debtor  residing. 

Your  memorialists  cannot  but  express  their 
strong  conviction,  founded  upon  experience,  that 
a  general  bankrupt  law  is  essential  to  secure  any 
thmg  like  a  just  and  equal  distribution  of  prop- 
erty among  the  creditors  of  unfortunate  merchants. 
Your  memorialists,  however,  beg  leave  most  re- 
spectfully to  suggest  that,  altnough  the  security  of 
creditors  is  the  hrst  and  great  object  of  a  bankrupt 
law,  yet  the  relief  of  unfortunate  debtors,  who 
have  honestly  given  up  their  property  for  the  ben- 
efit of  their  creditors,  is  another  object  of  it. 

Your  memorialists  forbear  to  urge  those  argu- 
ments which  are  calculated  to  operate  upon  the 
heart,  by  approaching  it  through  the  feelings  of 
compassion  in  favor  of  the  unfortunate,  for  reasons 
which  will  readily  suggest  themselves ;  but  they 
beg  leave  to  state  that  Sie  situation  of  the  United 
States  seems  in  their  opinion  to  require,  as  a  mere 
matter  of  State  policy,  that  merchants  who  have 
become  unfortunate  should  not  from  that  moment 
be  considered  as  drones  in  the  political  hive,  unable 
in  any  way  to  contribute  to  the  general  welfare. 
Misfortune  is  apt  enough  to  drive  mankind  to  des- 
peration, to  palsy  all  manly  exertion,  and  to  make 
the  stoutest  man  a  mere  infant  The  laws  of  the 
country  should  encourage  the  unfortunate  to  future 
exertion,  and  not  sink  them  deeper  in  despair; 
they  should  hold  out,  as  objects  worthy  of  bis  fu- 
ttire  industry,  the  support  of  his  family,  who  by 
his  exertions  may  yet  become  respectable,  and  the 
re-establishment  or  his  own  reputation,  which,  al- 
though sullied  by  misfortune,  may  yet,  through 
honest  industry  and  exertion,  become  brighter  than 
ever.  By  doing  do,  the  State  is  certainly  benefitr 
ed,  because  it  is  its  interest  to  encourage  industry, 
and  to  excite  as  much  as  possible  the  exertions  of 
all  its  citizens  in  some  honest  pursuit.  •The  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  having  decided 
that  the  State  Legislatures  have  no  authority  to 
discharge  insolvent  debtors  from  their  debts,  unless 
Congress  in  their  wisdom  shall  think  proper  to  in- 
terfere and  pass  a  general  bankrupt  law,  a  mer- 
chant who  becomes  unfortunate  m  the  United 
States  must  be  content  for  the  residue  of  his  life 
to  become  a  charge  upon  his  friends  of  his  coun- 
try. The  consequences  of  such  a  state  of  things 
upon  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  United 
States  your  memorialists  leave  to  those  to  deter- 
mine upon  whom  the  duty  of  regulating  and  pro- 
tecting our  commerce  is  intrusted  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

Your  memorialists  most  respectfully  pray  that 
Congress  will  pass  a  law  establishing  a  general 
system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States, 


« 
which  they  believe  is  called  for  by  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  country. 
And  your  memorialists  will  ever  jnay,  iui. 
WILLIAM  BAYARD,  Ame^. 

John  Pintard,  Secretary, 


PROHIBITION  OF  SLAVERY  IN  MISSOURI. 

[Commttnicsted  to  the  Senate,  ianumiy  13,  18S0.J 

Newport,  DKemher  22, 1819. 

At  a  late  and  numerous  meeting  hdd  at  the 
State  House,  pursuant  to  notice,  for  the  panx»e 
of  taking  into  consideration  the  expediency  ofpre- 
senting  a  petition  to  Congress  to  prohibit  the  in- 
troduction of  slavery  into  any  State  or  Territory 
that  may  hereafter  be  admitted  into  the  Union, 
Thomas  6.  Pitman,  Esq.,  was  called  to  the  chair. 
After  reading  the  circtilar  letter  from  the  New 
York  committee  on  this  very  interesting  subject, 
and  likewise  their  address  to  the  American  people, 
which  was  followed  by  considerable  debate  and 
many  applicable  remarks,  the  following  resolutions 
were  almost  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Caleb  Green, 
John  Slocum,  Thomas  Peckham,  and  Edward 
W.  Lawton,  be  a  committee  to  draught  a  memo- 
rial to  Congress,  praying  them  to  probibct  the  fur- 
ther extension  of  slavery  into  any  Territory  that 
may  be  admitted  into  the  union  of  the  States. 

Kesdved,  That  David  Buffum,  David  Baffom, 
junior,  Benjamin  Had  wen,  John  Slocum,  Ste- 
phen Gould,  Clarke  Rodman,  Job  Sherman,  Thos. 
H.  Mumford,  and  Edward  W.  Lawton,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  obtain  signatures  to  the  said  mcmoris}, 
and  forward  the  same  to  Congress  as  soon  as  may 
be. 

A^eeably  to  the  first  recited  resolution,  the  un- 
dersigned, having  prepared  the  annexed  mtmariul, 
respectfully  submit  the  same  to  the  citizens  of  the 
town  of  Newport  and  its  vicinity  for  theh  appro- 
bation and  signatures. 

THOMAS  PECKHAM, 
DUTEE  J.  PEARCE, 
CALEB  GREEN, 
JOHN  SLOCUM, 
EDW.  W.  LAWTON. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  of  ike  United  Statts: 

The  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Newport,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  with 
reference  to  the  bill  now  pending  before  your 
honorable  body^  authorizing  the  people  of  the 
Territory  of  Missouri  to  form  a  State  Goveru- 
ment,  and  for  other  purposes,  respectfully  show- 
eth: 

That  slavery,  as  it  now  exists  in  tbe  United 
States,  in  the  opinion  of  your  memorialists,  aa 
never  be  made  a  matter  of  reproach  to  the  exist-' 
ing  Government  or  the  present  genentioa.  It 
was  an  evil  introduced  into  the  oilonies  by  the 

earent  State,  and  acquiesced  in  to  a  great  degree 
y  the  colonies  themselves,  in  an  a^e  when  the 
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traffic  in  sUtcb  was  pursued  by  ali  nations  with- 
out a  suspicion  of  its  enormity. 

The  Northern  colonies  participated  in  it  equally 
with  the  Southern,  and  the  navigation  of  the 
New  Enffland  ports,  and  particularly  of  this  town, 
was  employed  continually  on  the  African  coast, 
in  the  transportation  of  slaves  to  the  different 
American  markets,  and  by  means  of  American 
capital.  There  can  be  no  reproach,  therefore,  cast 
upon  our  Southern  brethren  for  the  introduction 
of  this  evil,  which  as  your  memorialists  conceive, 
will  not  equally  attach  itself  to  ourselves  and  to 
the  English  nation.  We  were  all  equally  dis- 
posed to  embark  in  the  traffic,  and  to  avail  our- 
selves of  its  proceeds,  and  the  guilt,  if  anv  there 
be,  must  be  snared  in  an  equal  degree  by  tne  par- 
ties concerned.  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  as  is  well  known  to  your  honorable  body, 
dfter  giving  Congress  an  unlimited  power  to  reg- 
ulate commerce,  with  certain  reservations  as  to 
the  intercourse  between  the  respective  States,  pro- 
vides "  that  the  migration  or  importation  of  such 
persons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall 
think  proper  to  admit  shall  not  be  prohibited  by 
the  Congress  prior  to  the  year  one  thousand  ei^ht 
hundred  and  ei^ht ;  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  im- 
posed on  such  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dol- 
lars for  each  person." 

As  the  reservation  here  mentioned  related  merely 

0  the  direct  trade,  an  act  was  passed  as  early  as 
K.  D.  1794  making  it  unlawful  for  any  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  or  alien  residing  therein,  to 
transport  in  American  bottoms  the  inhabitants  of 
iny  kingdom,  place,  or  country,  to  any  other  for- 
eign kingdom,  place,  or  country,  to  be  sold  and  dis- 
posed 01  as  slaves,  or  from  the  United  States  to 
iny  foreign  kingaom,  place,  or  country ;  and,  by 

1  subsequent  act,  it  was  made  penal  to  hold  prop- 
erty in  any  vessel  whatever  so  employed^  or  to 
serve  on  board  such  vessel,  whether  American  or 
ibreign.  The  direct  trade,  as  is  known  to  your 
loaorable  body,  had  become  limited  to  one  or  two 
States,  by  the  enlightened  views  that  prevailed  in 
:he  South,  even  before  Congress  had  the  authority 
;o  interpose  for  itself.  And  when  the  Constitu- 
tional period  to  which  the  limitation  on  their 
>ower  extended  was  about  to  expire  by  the  pros- 
[>ective  act  of  March  2d,  A.  D.  1807,  it  was  de- 
clared unlawful  to  import  or  bring  into  the  United 
States  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color, 
with  the  intent  to  nold,  sell,  or  dispose  of  such  ne- 
rro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  as  a  slave,  after 
:he  1st  day  of  January,  1808.  This  law,  as  is 
Bvell  known  to  your  honorable  body,  has  since  been 
nodified  by  another  act,  principally  with  respect 
JO  its  penalties  ^  and,  finally,  enforced  by  a  law  of 
he  last  session  of  Congress,  authorizing  the  Pre- 
sident to  employ  the  armed  vessels  of  tne  United 
States  on  the  American  and  African  coasts,  to  ap- 
point agents  to  reside  in  Africa,  and  to  offer  boun- 
ces for  the  slaves  released.  Thus,  the  United 
States  have  the  honor  of  being  the  first  to  advocate 
ind  the  first  to  adopt  those  humane  and  enlight- 
>ned  measures  which,  after  twenty  years'  earnest 
and  eloquent  exhortation,  have  become  the  pride 
ind  the  glory  of  the  States  of  Europe. 


If  the  people  of  this  country,  as  is  the  opioion 
of  your  memorialists,  were  responsible  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  slave  trade  after  the  government 
of  the  States  and  the  Union  had  passai  into  their 
own  hands,  it  is  equally  incumbent  on  your  me- 
morialists, and  all  others  who  enjoy  the  protection 
of  our  mild  and  equal  laws,  to  confine  the  exist- 
ence of  slavery  within  the  narrowest  limits  passi- 
ble. To  say  nothing  of  its  utter  inconsistency 
with  the  genius  of  our  republican  institutions^ 
and  of'its  fatal  effects  on  the  principles  and  morals 
of  men,  the  simple  circumstance  that  the  Gk>vem- 
ment  of  the  United  States  has  entirely  prohibited 
the  importation  of  slaves,  directly  or  indirectly, 
as  your  memorialists  have  set  forth,  is  sufficient 
of  itself  to  enforce  on  us  the  duty.  But  it  will  be 
in  vain  that  Congress  shall  prohibit  the  traffic  in 
slaves  under  the  severest  penalties,  or  that  the 
President  be  disposed  to  exert  himself  to  the  ut- 
most to  enforce  these  provisions,  if  an  immense 
market  is  to  be  opened  in  the  territories  of  the 
West  for  the  unhappy  victims  of  this  traffic.  The 
inevitable  result  of  such  a  course  of  proceedings 
must  be,  as  your  memorialists  apprehend,  to  in- 
crease the  temptations  to  introduce  them  illegally, 
already  too  great,  and  fatal  to  the  morals  and  in- 
dustry of  your  constituents.  It  cannot,  then,  escape 
the  notice  of  your  honorable  body  that  the  outlet 
of  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributary  waters,  and 
ffenerally  of  the  streams  that  flow  into  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  is  placed  by  nature  in  a  region  beyond 
almost  any  other  in  the  Union,  open  to  an  illicit 
trade — a  low  alluvial  country,  aoounding  in  inlets, 
remote  from  any  dense  population,  in  the  vicinitv 
of  Cuba,  a  great  depot  and  i^lave  mart — and  afford- 
ing temptations  innumerable  to  a  traffic  in  slaves 
from  the  education  and  habits  of  the  people  of 
Louisiana.  The  experience  of  the  Government 
has  exactly  corresponded  to  what  your  memorial- 
ists would  have  presumed  to  be  the  case.  We  re- 
fer your  honorable  body  to  the  explicit  testimony 
of  the  collector  of  the  customs  at  New  Orleans, 
(Mr.  Beverly  Chew,)  in  his  letters  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the  pirati- 
cal establishment  at  Galveston ;  and  to  the  state- 
ment made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and 
never  contradicted,  that  above  14,000  slaves  were 
introduced  into  the  United  States  in  that  year, 
and  principally  through  these  outlets.  We  would 
ask,  then,  with  all  deference  to  your  honorable 
bodv,  what  can  be  more  feasible  to  the  unprinci- 
pled men  engaffed  in  this  business  than,  after  the 
Louisiana  market  is  glutted,  to  introduce  slavery 
to  any  extent,  and  with  perfect  impunity  to  them- 
selves, into  the  Missouri  State^  if  Congress  should 
unhappily  countenance  its  existence  ?  Your  me- 
morialists cannot  doubt  for  a  moment  that  this 
would  really  be  the  case,  and  they  are  persuaded 
that  it  has  already  taken  place,  to  an  alarming  ex- 
tent, under  the  territorial  laws. 

But  admitting,  for  the  sake  of  the  arjg^ment,  as 
your  memorialists  are  willing  to  admit,  that  the 
number  of  slaves  introduced  into  the  Union  from 
foreign  countries,  and  in  violation  of  your  laws, 
must  ever  be  inconsiderable,  vour  memorialists  are 
still  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  unwise  in  Con- 
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gress  to  permit  the  extension  of  slavery  in  the  new 
Btates.  The  slaves  which  might  then  be  intro- 
duced into  Missouri,  from  the  Union  at  large, 
woald  multiply,  as  your  memorialists  conceive,  to 
a  degree  hitherto  unknown  in  this  country,  not 
only  from  the  increased  facilities  of  subsistence, 
but  the  comparative  mildness  of  her  climate. 
Whilst  these  causes  were  operating  to  perpetuate 
the  evil  in  the  West,  the  slave  population  in  the 
Atlantic  States  must  of  necessity  rise  with  the  de- 
mand for  labor  and  the  means  of  life;  and  the 
eVent  would  be,  as  your  memorialists  can  confi- 
dently predict,  that  the  number  of  persons  of  this 
unhappy  description  in  the  United  States  would 
be  a  thousandfold  greater  than  if  the  slaves  were 
confined,  as  your  memorialists  would  advise,  to  the 
States  now  holding  them. 

We  would  ask,  with  all  deference  to  your  honor- 
able body,  when  and  where  is  this  evil  to  cease?  If 
it  be  permitted  to  the  peo|^e  of  Missouri,  there  is  no 
reason  that  your  memorialists  can  conceive  why  it 
may  not  be  allowed  to  the  inhabitants  of  every  part 
of  Louisiana  within  the  treaty  of  limits.  And,  with- 
out pretending  to  any  uncommon  sagacity  on  this 
subject,  it  is  easy  for  your  memorialists  to  foresee 
that  this  will  certainly  be  the  case,  without  the  in- 
terposition of  the  General  Government.  If  the 
United  States  had  no  experience  whatever  of  the 
effects  of  slavery,  and  it  were  still  a  problem  how 
far  it  might  be  beneficial  to  a  State  to  tolerate  its 
existence  in  the  mildest  form,  it  would  appear  more 
credible  to  your  memorialists  that  citizens  of  the 
United  States  might  be  fbond  who  would  be  wil- 
ling to  make  tke  untried  experiment  in  our  new 
territory. 

But  wilhthe  convictions  which  our  colonial  his- 
tory and  every  day's  experience  are  forcing  on  the 
minds  of  your  constituents;  with  the  acknowl- 
edged fact  that  slavery  was  introduced  among  us 
in  an  unenlightened  and  fanatical  age,  and  that, 
for  nearly  two  centuries,  it  has  been  progressively 
fruitful  of  the  most  unhappy  results  m  this  coun- 
try ;  and  knowing,  as  we  well  do,  its  effects  on  tbe 
atate  of  agriculture,  the  manufacturing  and  me- 
chanic arts,  and  geaerally  on  the  industrious  and 
profitable  habits  of  a  people,  and  their  domestic 
peace--»to  think  of  introducing  such  a  state  of 
things^  and  of  choice,  too,  in  a  new  country,  is  to 
your  memorialists  perfectly  inconceivable. 

Yoor  memorialists  are  well  aware  that  it  may 
be  a  very  obvious  reply  to  the  statement  of  your 
memorialists,  that,  admittiiig  tbe  reasonableness 
of  what  your  memorialists  have  set  forth,  it  is  still 
incumbent  on  them  to  show  that  Congress  have  a 
right  to  prescribe  this  condition  to  a  sovereign 
State,  xour  memorialists  might  becentent,  on 
Ikis  oecasioD,  to  refer  to  the  uniform  practice  ot 
the  Government,  and  to  the  well  known  fact  that 
this  very  condition,  and  many  others,  besides,  have 
been  made  in  almost  every  iniAance  the  bases  of 
their  admasion  into  the  Union  whenever  new 
States  have  been  formed  out  of  oar  old  domain. 
There  is  nothing,  as  your  memorialists  con  per- 
aeive,  im  the  Trearty  or  Paris,  by  which  Lo«isiaua 
w«8  ceded  to  this  country^  that  makes  it  neeessary 
for  the  United  States  to  depan  from  the  pMctioe. 


It  sim^Y  veqwes  of  tlu's  Gofov:} 
Territory  in  question  shall  be  aesr?^ 
Union  as  soon  as  possible,  and  nfatn 
of  the  Federal  Constitutk»B— dat  i.  ..^ 
morialists   anderslaad  it,  pi«ctse!T'  ^ 
manner  as  other  States  bate  befotiit''.  -^ 
in  point  of  fact,  when  the  southossr.  ■ 
Territory,  under  the  nameof  Leakaan 
to  be  formed  into  a  State,  it  wv  n^ 
conform,  not  to  the  conditioB  wckvi'- 
indeed,  (for  the  situation  of  (heTerir-^ 
forbade  it,)  bat  other  conditioKVfF.:* 
liminary  to  this  fiivor  and  iiDpljiifs*^ 
gree  of  power  in  the  party  presenkri- 
It  is  "well  known  to  your  hoM^st . 
was  made  a  positive  conditioBrxl.. 
not  onlv  that  the  lands  of  the  Uda/.^' 
in  her  juriadietion  shonld  DeTerkp;Hr.i 
all  purchasers  of  said  lands  sboiVf/'^i? 
immunity  for  &ve  years  after  ihsrf.^ 
what  is  equally  remarkable,  it  is  f/.^.'j:(: 
trial  by  iury  shall  be  secure  to  ies.  ; 
criminal  eases,  and  that  the  lavstk^  ? 
shall  pass  shall  be  promulgstd^ia^i^?'.-. 
every  description,  shall  bepffserwitv- 
cial  and  legislative  written  Broods' vi* 
in  the  language  in  which  the  hv^iKa*' 
cial  and  legislative  written  |wwi«f-' 
United  States  are  nowpaWisWa*^ 
Your  honorable  body  is  dfmiti9'^^ 
that,  in  the  Spanish  and  French  e«f<a» 
ed  on  this  continent,  the  civil  b^fe^ 
recognised  our  institafion  ofje*'*'^* 
doced  at  a  very  early  period.  ^^*^^' 
of  Louisiana,  though  it  had  ««»«*!*; 
ters,  and  had  been  aC  times  tktf^i^. 
and  Spain,  the  French  ^^ga^^^^i 
in  use.    These  were  circmwM*  «  f^; , 
morialists  conceive,  of  nosiailiwpaj*;;! 
pie  of  Louisiana,  considerinf  *;  "["X^. 
education  and  descent,  airf,  tejwfl^' 
of  your  memorialists, quite  ij***^,     ^ , 
internal  regulation  as  *J  IjfJ^i^fcle  ■ 
involuntary  servitude,    ^"-^"^liteiwl 
predecessors  of  tbe  twdfibw^^^^jl 
cise,  as  yoar  memorialiBtse^J' 
ful  constitntional  iiowertgag^.    .  ^4! 
a  State  into  the  Union  cmf^  ^ 


ueBi 


duty  inomnbent  on  ^^'^  Zml^^' 
State  a  repuWkan  fi»«  "^^lllifeisbff'I 
scribe  to  Louisiana  as  your  v0f^     1 

forth,  t-adeJ^''! 

But  your  memorialists  tfcpTJ^^^ 

such  precedents  were  to  ^r^i^i^' 
the  Union,  and  the  Gotfia^^^fjtsi\ 
Government  were  not  ^/J^^^^ 
ihmr  theory,  it  would  sbl)  ^  ^^«gti 
Congress  has  ample  po^wr  ^/Tp^iibf^ 
tion,  particolariy  ftm  ^f^^T^^.^ 
stitution,  in  the  third  »«J?^bs*i*'^ 

fourth  article,  and  that  A««5Sflaff** 
the  nature  of  the  State  soffl«gB6««^  ^ 

mfounded. 


But  your  v^^^^^f^^'^'j^J^^i 
ouMion  to  which  ytferh«w»*'*^  ^ « 


ou8«o»  to  Wftwb  y®'i^"T[*  — »^ 
more  comp^tttilltoB  **f '*"  ^^ 


tf*^^ 
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V7ill  merely  obsftrve  to  the  Senate  tliat,  to  their 
ipprehensioQ,  a  question  of  greater  magaitude, 
md  invoWiog  considerations  ot  higher  moment  to 
:he  interests  and  happiness  of  the  American  peo- 
3le,  has  never  been  submitted  to  the  decision  of 
Congress.  They  believe  that  your  honorable  body 
nust  be  ambitious  of  remembrance,  and  of  grate- 
*ul  remembrance,  in  after-times ;  and  they  cannot 
conceive  of  a  more  enviable  distinction  than  that 
t  shall  be  the  happy  result  of  your  beneficent 
neasures  that  in  the  wildest  and  most  fruitful  re- 
gion of  this  great  continent,  and  at  no  remote  day, 
lot  one  human  being  is  denied  his  natural  and  in- 
dienable  rights.  And  your  memorialists  humblv 
3ray  that  a  provision  may  be  inserted  in  the  bill 
low  pendioff  before  your  noaorablebody  autboriz- 
ng  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri  to  form 
I  State  government,  and  for  other  purposes,  Ibrbi4- 
liog  the  extension  of  slavery  in  said  State. 


PROHIBITION  OF  SLAVERY  IN  MISSOURI. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  January  18,  1820.] 

At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Hartford  and  its 
/icinity,  held  at  the  State  House,  on  Friday,  the 
)d  day  of  December,  1819,  pursuant  to  public  notice, 
or  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the 
lubject  of  permitting  slavery  in  such  States  as  may 
lereaAer  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  John  T. 
Peters  was  appointed  chairman,  and  J.  W.  Ed- 
wards, secretary. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  existence  of  slavery  in  this 
Elepublic  is  an  evil  deeply  to  be  lamented,  and 
itterly  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  a  Republican 
Grovernment. 

Resolved^  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting, 
the  peculiar  f>hraseok>gy  of  the  preamble  to  tSe 
Declaration  of  Independence,  declaring  that  "  all 
nen  are  created  equalj"  dbc.,  shows  concittsively 
;bat  the  illustrious  authors  of  that  docuinent  never 
:ontemplated  the  further  extension  of  slavery  in 
Lhese  United  Sitates. 

Ruolved^  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting, 
Congress  possesses  the  clear  and  indisputable  tight 
JO  prescribe  the  terms  upon  which  any  territory 
may  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  an  iiulependent 
State  i  and  that  a  contrary  doctrine  wooid  not  only 
Lead  to  destroy  that  order  and  hajrmony  so  indi^ 
l>eiisable  to  thehappineBsand  union  of  th^se  States, 
Dut  would  prostrate  the  powers  confided  to  the 
Greneral  Qovernment  by  the  Constitution. 

ReiUvedy  That  it  is  a  duty  the  American  people 
3we  to  their  Re|>uhlicaa  character,  and  the  honor 
i.nd  glory  of  their  country,  to  endeavor  by  all  hon- 
3rable  and  lawful  means,  to  prevent  the  further 
extension  of  slavery,  which  we  consider  to  be  con- 
trary to  the  spirit  of  our  free  and  excellent  Con- 
stitution, and  injurious  to  the  highest  interests  of 
the  nation. 

Resolved^  That,  while  we  lamentthe  efforts  which 
Lbe  Representatives  in  the  last  Congress  from  the 
slaveholding  States  made  to  extend  an  evil  which 
ili  unite  in  deploring,  the  thanhs  of  this  flaeeting 


are  eminently  due  to  those  members  who  so  ably 
and  zealously  opposed  the  admission  of  slavery  into 
the  proposed  State  of  Missouri. 

RtsoLved,  That  the  Senators  and  Representatives 
in  Congress  from  this  State  be  requested  to  use 
every  honorable  and  Constitutional  exertion  to 
prevent  the  admission  of  slavery  into  any  new 
State  which  may  be  formed. 

ReeUvedy  That  the  Hon.  Thomas  S.  Williams, 
Rev.  Thomas  H.  Qallaudet,  Hon.  Sylvester  Wells, 
and  Hon.  John  T.  Peters  be  a  committee  to  draught 
a  memorial  to  Congress  upon  this  subject,  which 
shall  comport  with  the  spirit  of  these  resolutions. 

Reatjlved,  That  the  Chairman  of  this  meeting  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of 
these  resolutions  and  memorial  to  the  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress  from  this  State. 

Iteeolveiy  That  Michael  Bull,  Nathaniel  Good- 
win, Charles  Baboock,  Oliver  £.  WUliams,  Cha& 
L.  Porter,  Thomas  Huntington,  Joseph  B.  Gilbert, 
£.  Bolles,  Samuel  Hdntinffton,  Eiibu  Olmsted, 
Azor  Hatch,  and  Roderick  Terry  be  a  committee 
to  solicit  signatures  to  the  said  memorial ;  and  that 
the  several  printers  of  newspapers  in  this  State  be 
requested  to  publish  theproeeedings  of  this  meeting. 
JOHN  T.  PETERS,  Chawman. 
JONA.  W.  EDWARDS,  Secntar^. 


To  the  Senate  and  Hotue  of  ReprueniaUvet  of  the 
United  States  of  America  tn  Congress  asumbud: 

The  memorial  of  the  undersized,  inhabitaata 
of  the  city  of  Hartford  and  its  vicinity,  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  respectfully  represents:  That,  aa 
your  present  session  will  probably  furnish  the  oc- 
casion of  decidinga  question  which  deeply  involves 
the  character  and  prosperity  of  the  vast  Republic 
over  whose  interests  you  are  cail^  by  Providence 
to  preside ;  the  welfare  of  that  countless  posterity 
whoare  to  inherit  from  usall  that  canrendf  r  human 
life  a  blessing  or  a  curse ;  and  the  fate  of  thousands 
of  our  fellow-men,  whose  dearest  rights  have  beoi 
so  long  sacrificed  to  the  plea  of  necessity  or  of  in- 
terest, we  deem  it  a  sacred  duty  which  we  owe  lo 
ourselves,  to  our  country,  and  our  Qod,  to  make 
use  of  that  invaluable  privilege  which  our  eateellent 
Constitution  afibrds  us,  of  attempting  to  influence 
the  Councils  of  the  nation,  by  every  consideiatioa 
and  motive  which  justice,  honor^and  a  sound  pol- 
icy will  sanction,  ere  the  final  step  be  taken,  which| 
if  a  wrong  one,  will  shroud  the  pro^cts  of  out 
country *&  happiness  and  glory  in  Koades  of  the  daep» 
est  gloom. 

In  doing  this,  we  avow  that  no  infloenoe  aijtuatia 
us  but  the  purest  patriotism.  We  would  rise  su- 
perior to  that  ignoble  jealousy  which  weighs  all 
political  questions  in  the  petty  scale  of  mere  State 
interest,  and  measures  every  proceeding  of  the 
National  Legislature  by  the  contracted  standard 
of  advantage  to  the  Northern  or  Southern,  the 
Extern  or  Western  sections  of  our  common  coun- 
try. We  would  feel  as  Americans,  and  present  to 
your  respectable  body  only  such  considerations  as 
are  worthy  of  the  regard  of  those  who,  in  their 
least  important  as  well  as  most  momentous  decir 
sioasysthauldfix  a  single  ejreiven  the  geaeral  hap- 
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pi&ess  of  millions  who  are  to  constitute,  under  the 
auspices  of  prudent  and  magnanimouH  councils,  a 
great  and  happ^  people. 

We  are  inspired  with  a  lively  hope  that  what  we 
majr  venture  to  suggest  will  be  weighed  with  care- 
fulness and  candor  when  we  call  to  mind  the  hon- 
orable and  energetic  measures  which  Congress  has 
of  late  adopted  to  check  the  future  progress  of 
slavery  in  the  United  States — measures  which,  we 
trust,  will  yet  derive  resistless  efficacy  from  the  co- 
operation of  the  whole  Christian  world,  from  a  vigi 
laot  enforcement  by  those  officers  whose  province 
it  is  to  carry  them  mto  effect,  and  from  the  repeat- 
ed adoption  of  such  future  auxiliary  provisions  as 
the  elusive  cunning  of  the  traffickers  in  human 
blood  may  yet  render  necessary  to  wipe  from  the 
character  ot  man  one  of  its  foulest  stains.  Most 
unhappy  will  be  the  result  if  the  accession  of  new 
States  to  the  Union,  by  granting  them  the  privilege 
of  holding  a  portion  of  their  fellow-men  in  bond- 
age, should  prove  to  be  tJie  discomfiture  of  those 
generous  efforts  which  are  made  to  prevent  our 
vast  portion  of  this  western  hemisphere  from  be- 
ing any  longer  the  disgraceful  prison-house  of  the 
unfortunate  sons  of  Africa. 

That  the  Constitution  invests  Congress  with 
ample  power  to  imfiose  a  restriction  with  regard  to 
slavery  upon  such  States  as  may  from  time  to  time 
be  admitted  into  the  Union,  the  territory  of  which 
lies  out  of  the  original  limits  of  the  United  States, 
we  think  there  can  be  no  doubt.  The  Union  is 
indeed  a  compact  of  independent  and  sovereign 
States ;  but  it  is  a  compact  whose  base  rests  on 
the  principles  which  all  the  States  avowed  in  their 
combined  struggle  for  freedom  ;  on  the  principles 
of  relative  justice,  of  mutual  sacrifices  of  interest 
for  the  general  welfare,  and  of  a  surrender  of  in- 
dividual rights  to  promote  the  strength  and  pros- 
perity of  one  common  Republic. 

These  principles,  which,  under  Providence,  gave 
vigor  to  the  resistance  of  the  colonies  against  the 
usurpation  of  the  mother  country,  and  a  happy 
result  to  that  resistance,  did  not  cease  to  have  a 
binding  force  upon  the  States  when  the  conflict  for 
liberty  was  over^  and  when,  assuming  again  for  a 
little  while  their  original  sovereignty,  they  de- 
liberaled  in  their  individual  capacity  upon  the 
adoption  of  such  a  form  of  government  as  would 
best  secure  to  them  and  their  posterity  the  bles- 
iogs  for  which  they  had  been  contending.  They 
were  unshackled^  it  is  true,  by  the  restrictions 
of  any  written  instrument,  but  they  were  still 
bound  to  each  other  by  the  ties  of  honor  and  justice. 
When  we  find  them  proclaiming  to  the  world  as 
one  of  the  principles — ^nay,  as  the  fundamental 
principle  under  which  they  had  acted  in  concert — 
"  that  all  men  are  created  equal ;  that  they  are 
en<k>wed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable 
rights ;  that  among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness,"  can  we  cast  such  a  re- 
proach upon  the  worthies  who  conducted  their 
councils  as  to  suppose  that  they  meant  entirely  to 
abandon  this  principle,  or  not  to  feel  its  force? 
Its  application,  indeed,  was  waived  with  reference 
to  those  States  whose  policy  led  them  to  make  it 
a  condition  of  their  addition  of  the  Federal  Con- 


stitntioD  that  they  shoaJd  retiio  tkr.v 
holding  slaves,  and  that  these  sIitr^/:. 
increase  the  mass  of  their  popolaiicn^' 
be  entitled  to  a  voice  in  oar  Nalkt!l.7^^ 
But  this  WBs  done  in  the  spirit  of  ^m^ 
and  the  original  principle ivbiciit%.>- 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  kw^  : , 
primitive  force,  with  reference  ioetk"; 
which  may  be  admitted  into  the  Uskiui' 
lie  out  of  the  limits  of  those  State r^^ 
compromise;  so  that  no  a^ameotisfar*  • 
absolute  and  entire  sovereignty  of  E^h 
more  fallacious  than  that  drawn  frtcr.^. 
analogy  between  their  relatioo  toiiifr:. 
that  which  exvtted  between  the  ^mr. : 
nally  formed  this  Union. 

There  has  never  been  a  peridBc:** 
since  the  time  of  our  first  resistaneei^^: 
that  a  greater  or  less  surrender  {r»^- 
State  sovereignty  has  not  been  mkw  \ 
eral  good;  and  if,  for  the  same Ksu 
surrender  is  now  demanded  of  afif^^:. 
country  that  wishes  to  enjoy  the  pfra?  *  j 
coming  a  State,  it  has  no  rigbtsss^t' 
partial  treatment ;  and  aofoondedii^^'' 
complaint,  when  the  snrrender  r^'-I 
restriction  imposed,  is  sanctiowrf^*;! 
fundamental  principles  of  the  pwieb*-" 
liberties;  a  departure  from  which,  for  s^j. 
no  new  State  can  now  uTge^msfusR^ 
made  in  order  to  secure  the  unaniaJfif* 
of  the  Federal  Constitution. 

Surely,  if  the  States  who  were  ikupj^ 
ties  to  the  compact  had  a  right  to  «K!t 
each  other  with  regard  to  the  sm^^'^  i 
each  should  make  of  some  ^^'^^^, 
eignty  for  the  common  weal,  ^"";-    ■ 
right,  through  Congress,  as  ^^r'\ 
similar  stipulations  for  ^^^^%^^t 
who  are  to  become  new  parties  to  w  -^^ 
The  only  question,  then,  that  w^J^g*; 
Constitution  empowered  ^^^''^fi^L^ix 
organ?    The  third  .section  of  Jff^^'j;^. 
that  instrument  says:  "WewS»»^.[stQO 
mitted  by  the  Congress  w^  w^^^  \ 
new  States  shall  be  fonnrf'^J^^sattbe 
jurisdiction  of  any  other  ^^L-'^tat^' 
formed  by  the  junction  of^^^T^e^icLtp 
parts  of  States,  without  *^Litt(^!^ 
latures  of  the  States  codc««*0?    ,  ^^^  ^ 
Congress."    The  fair  co«^^i]xf0- 
guage  is,  that  Congress  is  Jo  rr^^ 
diency  of  admitting  newStit»J»    ^^^^ 
and  also  of  the  terms  of  thwft^ipff 
this  power  vested  in  Gotigns^^^^.: 
croach  upon  the  sovereignty  °V   jj^tflstf 
were  actually  parties  to  thecoiDP^^^] 
is  made  necessary  in  case  new     .  •  jj^ijj 
out  of  them,  or  by  their  J«D«^°.', ^f/t- 
proves  that,  in  all  other  ^^Jf^d 
gress  was  to  be  complete  boo        ^ 
the  Constitution  nowhere  g«^      jj^sf., 
territory,  or  any  mass  of  P^P"'"  ,  :1  ^^  \ 
force  itself  into  the  Union ;  and  ««   ^^^^^  j 
scribes  the  precise  condiuonMP^  ,4^418^1 
Statm  may  be  admitted,  bat  tfttf^  \ 
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ect  in  the  most  general  terms  to  Congress,  it  seems 
:o  result  from  the  very  necessity  oi  the  case,  as 
j^reli  as  from  the  fair  interpretation  of  the  Consti- 
ution,  that  Congress  must  judge  of  the  expediency 
md  of  the  conditions  of  all  such  admissions.  This 
>ower  Congress  has  more  than  once  exercised; 
lor  have  the  various  restrictions  which  it  has  im- 
)osed  upon  several  of  the  new  States,  as  the  terms 
)f  their  admission  into  the  Union,  been  heretofore 
considered  any  infringement  of  the  Constitution, 
>r  undue  encroachment  upon  State  sovereignty, 
jrood  faith,  therefore,  will  be  strictly  kept  with 
hose  who  have  become  subii'ct  to  the  Govern- 
nent  of  the  United  States  by  the  treaty  of  the 
cession  of  Louisiana,  if,  upon  their  wishmg  to  be 
nade  a  new  State,  they  are  required,  as  a  condi- 
ion  of  this,  to  pledge  themselves  to  interdict 
la  very  within  their  limits:  for,  although  the 
reaty  stipulates  that  they  shall  be  incorporated 
nto  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  and  aamitted 
is  soon  as  possible  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 
ights,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of 
he  United  States,  yet,  all  this  is  to  be  done,  as 
he  same  treaty  stipulates,  "according  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Federal  Constitution."  Like  every 
)ther  citizen  of  the  United  States,  a  citizen  of 
he  contemplated  new  State  will  have  the  privi- 
ege  of  holdmg  slaves  in  those  States  where  slavery 
s  permitted ;  and,  like  other  citizens,  be  debarred 
bis  privilege  in  States  where  slavery  is  not  per- 
aitted.  Nor  does  it  at  all  affect  the  merits  of  the 
:ase  that  his  own  happens  to  be  one  of  these  States. 
iVithout  going  into  any  detail  of  argument,  the 
a  me  reasoning  applies.  mniaHs  muUmdis,  with  con- 
tlusive  force  to  the  oojection  which  is  raised  to 
he  proposed  restriction  aninst  the  existence  of 
lavery  m  any  new  State,  from  that  article  in  the 
!3onstitution  which  provides  that  "  the  citizens  of 
!ach  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and 
mm  unities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States." 

So  far  from  injustice  being  done  to  the'  slave- 
Lolding  States  by  the  proposed  restriction,  which 
t  is  contended  by  many  would  be  the  case,  we 
eel  it  a  duty  we  owe  to  ourselves,  as  citizens  of  a 
$tate  in  which  slavery  is  forbidden,  to  urge  upon 
he  consideration  of  your  respectable  body,  the 
constituted  guardian  of  our  political  rights  and 
iberties,  that  the  permission  ot  slavery  in  the  new 
States  will  be  an  unwarrantable  departure  from  the 
mnciples  of  that  compromise  which  it  is  confessed 
ed  to  the  formalioa  of  that  part  of  the  Constitu- 
:ion  which  gives  to  the  slaveholdipg  States  such 
in  influence  in  the  oonncils  of  the  nation  from  a 
preat  mass  of  the  population  who  are  not  recog- 
lised  or  treated  as  freemen.  This  was,  in  fact,  a 
>argain  made  between  distinct  and  independent 
contracting  parties,  and,  in  good  faith,  this  bargain 
>ught  not  to  be  stretched  in  its  application  to  any 
lew  parties,  without  the  consent  of  all  those  who 
>riffinally  made  it. 

But  these  considerations  are  merged  in  the  more 
inportant  ones  of  national  policy  and  interest. 
rJie  evils  which  are  already  felt,  and  the  more 
treadful  ones  which  are  to  be'  feared,  from  the  ex- 
stence  of  slavery  in  our  country,  will,  in  the  opinion 
>f  your  memorialists,  be  greally  ennanced  by  the 


extension  to  new  States  of  the  privilege  of  holding 
their  fellow-men  in  bondage.  With  all  due  re* 
gard  to  the  best  interests  of  those  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  who  are  at  present  immediately  exposed 
to  those  evils,  we  do  sincerely  believe  that  their 
safety,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Union,  depends  upon 
keepmg  the  slave  population  of  our  country  within 
the  narrowest  possible  limits.  If  coercion  be  ne- 
cessary, it  can  be  most  easily,  promptly,  and  suc- 
cessfully applied.  If  dangers  are  to  be  apprehend- 
ed, they  will  most  quickly  be  perceived.  If  plans 
of  gradual  emancipation  are  to  be  adopted,  they 
will  be  more  efficaciously  carried  into  effect. 
Philanthropy  has,  indeed,  pleaded  in  behalf  of 
those  who  are  in  bondage,  that  their  condition  will 
be  meliorated  by  scattering  them  over  a  greater 
extent  of  territory.  Admitting  that  this  might  in 
some  instances  be  the  case,  yet  the  prospect  of  a  final 
deliverance  from  this  miserable  captivity  would 
be  diminished,  if  not  destroyed ;  and  that  cupidity^ 
which  now  is  cunning  enough  to  elude  the  watch- 
ful eye  of  civil  authonty,  would  have  new  temptar 
tions  presented  to  excite  its  more  insatiable  de- 
sires 'f  new  markets  would  be  opened  for  its  cruel 
enterprises ;  and  the  places  of  those  who  might  be 
carried  to  spread  the  contagion  of  this  terrible 
moral  disease  into  regions  which  are  yet  unsullied 
by  its  contamination  would  soon  be  supplied  by  a 
succession  of  fresh  victims.  Besides,  we  depre- 
cate the  diffusion  of  the  slaveholding  spirit,  so  in- 
compatible with  the  noble  and  ingenuous  character 
of  freemen ;  so  unhappy  in  the  association  whieh 
it  forms  in  the  minds  of  the  rising  generation,  who 
are  the  hope  and  stay  of  our  country ;  so  inconsist- 
ent with  the  manly  attitude  which  we  have  taken 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth  as  the  asserters 
of  human  freedom ;  so  destructive  of  the  phybical 
strengdi  of  a  State,  by  impressing  on  the  brow  of 
honest  labor  the  mark  of  servitude  and  disgrace } 
so  discouraging  to  the  gradual  progress,  through  a 
vast  and  growing  territory,  of  a  bold  and  hardy 
yeomanry,  tillers  of  their  own  soil,  and  its  most 
able  defenders ;  so  hostile  to  the  temper  of  that 
religion  which  is  at  once  the  brightest  ornament 
and  surest  stren^h  of  a  people ;  and  so  ungrate- 
ful in  its  exercise  towards  that  Being  to  whose 
justice  we  appealed  for  protection  when  we  our^ 
selves  felt  the  pressure  or  that  very  yoke  of  bond- 
age whieh  now  bears  with  a  more  galling  and 
cruel  weight  on  thousands  of  our  feUow-men. 
He  delivered  us  from  the  yoke,  and  he  has  crown- 
ed that  deliverance  with  a  profusion  of  the  choicest 
blessings.  What  do  we  not  owe  to  hb  goodness! 
In  making  such  aroeals,  we  boast  of  no  moral 
superiority  over  our  Southern  brethren.  We  well' 
know  that  this  dreadful  curse  was  entailed  upon 
them,  and  that  too  many  of  our  own  citizens  have 
contributed  to  its  continuance.  We  sympathize 
with  them  in  any  evils  from  this  source  which 
they  feel,  or  dangers  which  they  may  fear.  We 
rejoice  with  them,  too,  in  any  prospects  which  a 
kind  Providence  may  be  opening  for  the  gradual 
and  complete  deliverance  of  our  common  country 
from  this  stain  upon  its  reputation  and  canker  of 
its  prosperity;  we  hail,  with  them,  the  dawning 
of  a  happier  day,  when  the  combined  efibrta  of  oor 
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own  aad  the  other  nations  of  the  earth  shall  gen- 
erousiy  redress  the  wrongs  of  injured  Africa,  and, 
if  possible,  repair  her  safferinffs,  by  raising  her 
from  her  present  state  of  moral  and  political  de- 
^pulation  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  those  privileges 
lor  the  possession  of  which  she  is  now  stretchmg 
forth  her  supplicating  hands. 

It  is  to  give  our  own  favored  nation  the  best 
opportunity  to  taice  such  a  part  as  wisdom  and 
prudence  may  suggest  in  this  noble  work  of  be- 
nevolence; to  shield  it  against  the  imputation 
under  which  it  has  too  long  labored,  that  it  can 
wield  with  one  arm  the  weapons  of  war  against 
its  oppressors,  while  it  rivets  with  the  other  the 
chains  of  bondage  upon  its  unhappy  victims ;  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  to  furnish  it  with  the  best  safe- 
guard against  the  evils  which  may  result  from  its 
misfortune  or  its  crime,  that  we  have  united  with 
others  of  our  fellow-citizens  in  the  object  of  this 
memorial,  which  we  lay  before  your  respectable 
body,  witii  the  assurance  that,  as  it  rests  upon  the 
iflUDutable  basis  of  truth  and  justice,  its  influence 
will  not  be  lost. 


ATTORNEY  GENERAL. 

[Commanicated  to  the  Senate,  March  2U,  1820.] 
Attorney  Gbnbral's  Office. 

8ib:  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
atate  of  this  office^  and  to  some  material  defects 
which.  I  think,  exist  in  the  laws  in  relation  to  it, 
with  the  view  that  the  subiect,  if  you  shall  think 
it  of  sufficient  importance  to  merit  this  course, 
may  be  presented,  tnrough  your  committee,  to  the 
consideration  of  Congress  bdTore  they  rise. 

The  eommiasion  of  the  Attorney  Qenoral  "  au- 

thoraes  and  empowers  him  to  exeoute  and  fulfll 

the  duties  of  that  office  according  to  law."    Tiie 

only  law  which  points  out  those  duties  is  the  act 

W^?^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^  September,  1789,  enti- 

wT^^  «*^*  ^  establish  the  judicial  courts  of  the 

United  States,"  the  thirty-fifth  secUon  of  which 

»ot  orea^  the  office,  and  designates  its  duties  in 

tke  following  words:  "And  tliere  s^all  be  ap- 

pointed  a  meet  person,  learned  in  the  law,  to  act 

aa  Attorney  General  for  the  United  Sdkles,  who 

shall  be  swwn  or  affirmed  to  the  faithfoT 

tton  of  his  office;  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 

oote  and  conduct  all  suits  in  the  Supreme 

m  which  the  United  States  shall  be^^cern.^ 

and  to  give  his  advioe  and  opinion  upon  question 

Jf.te  J!^*»  «^«?^d  by  the  PresTdentof  Sb. 


zeeifr' 


urt 


and,  in  relation  at  least  to  qaestaoBS  on  mnaicipa] 
law,  (which  are  incessantly  oceurring,)  it  is  un- 
derstood that  the  Head^  of  Departments  consider 
the  advice  of  the  law  officer  ooneinsive. 

in  the  operations  of  an  office  wiioee  sphere  of 
action  is  so  wide,  and  whose  deei^fons  are  of  such 
extensive  and  unremitting  praetieal  efkctj  it  wooM 
seem  to  be  of  consequence  to  the  natioo  ituit  some 
decree  of  consistency  and  uaifomity  sbauid  pre- 
vail; but  it  Lb  obvious  that  these  can  be  accained 
in  no  other  way  than  by  potttng  the  ineomhenr 
for  the  time  being  in  roll  possession  of  all  the 
official  opinions  and  acts  of  his  predceeseon. 

Under  this  impresRion,  when  I  iiad  the  honor  of 
receivinff  the  appointment,  nay  first  inquiry  was 
for  the  Dooks  containing  the  acts  of  adviee  and 
opinions  of  my  predecessors.    I  was  told  then 
were  none  such.    I  naked  for  the  documents  be- 
longing to  the  office,  {iresominf  that  at  least  the 
statements  of  cases  which  bad  been  sabmitied  for 
the  opinion  of  the  law  officer  baud  been  filed,  and 
that  1  should  find  endorsed  on  them  some  note  oC 
their  advice  in  each  case;  bat  mj  inqoiries  re- 
sulted in  the  discovery  that  there  was  not  to  be 
found,  in  oonnexion  with  this  office,  any  trace  of 
a  pen  indicating,  in  the  sliektest  manner,  any  ooe 
act  of  advice  or  opinion  which  bad  been  given  by 
any  one  of  my  predecessors,  froni  the  fint  founda- 
tion of  the  Federal  Government  to  the  momeDt  d 
my  inquiry.    Thus,  the  genttemen  who  bare  held 
this  office  in  succession,  baving  no  gnide  as  to  the 
past,  have  been  in  constant  duiger  of  being  in- 
volved themselves,  and  involviaar  the  Departments 
which  depended  on  their  counsel,  ia  petpetaalcot- 
lisiotts  and  inconsistem-ies,  and  exposing  the  Gov- 
ernment to  that  kind  <^  degradation  wSich  never 
faiis  to  attend  an  unsteady  and  coatiadictory 
course. 

In  noticing  the  omission  to  keep  tbeas  records, 
and  preserve- the  statements  and  dociUMBt^  1  am 
very  faV  from  intending  any  censaie  on  mjpnde- 
oessors,  for  no  law  had  enjoined  it  on  tbem  ms  a 
duty ;  and  bom  the  moltitode  and  variety  afqnes- 
tions  which  are  unavoidable  piessaigriyMn  this 
office  throughout  the  year,  it  is  very  apparent  that 
the  plan  which  I  snggtst  codd  not  nave  been 
executed  without  an  expense  io  dcrk  bire  liere, 
fuel,  stationery,  dbc.,  for  wbiek  there  is  no  pr on- 
sion  by  law. 

After  this  exidanation,  I  anbrnit  it  to  yon,  sir, 
with  great  deference,  whether  it  woold  not  be  ex* 
nedient  that  some  provision  be  made,  W  law,  for 
keeping  a  record  of  the  opaniona  and  omdal  eor- 
reapondenoe  of  the  Attorney  General  ia  bis  office, 


TT^iTiZi  «•  ;     '«i«»wa  oy  ine  ^resident  of  the  A  reapondenoe  «  the  Attorney  Ueneral  in  bis  office, 

Z^l^t^  Tk  ^  ®'  ^^^  requested  by  the  Heads  of  i^nd  for  preserving  in  his  t^oe  the  docaments  sub- 
way of  the  Deoartm^ntii.  Mn<.k«n^  * I  ^  >;##-^ /.- k:.  •JT:^- 


SlTt  moi''/  ^^Partments,  touching  any  matters   rtlW«cd  for  his  advice. 

tnat  may  ^^^^^njhett  Di^p^  It  is  to  be  |     fAgain :  the  sobjecte  on  which  the  Attorney 

turn 
not  ll^^^i'^u^ii^y  0^  t^^  local  'laws  of  tbe  sev- 
eral i^tetes ;  but  these  have  not  been  furnished  to 
his  oAI^^)  ^^^  ^^  omission  is  a  serious  practical 


^nl  u    ^    r^  "  "°  ^"'y  "^^^^^  ^^  President   OeP^™*  "  occasionaUy  consulted,  and  those 
^t  fZrni!!        i>eparlinent  performs  which  does   whicT^  ^e  ^^^  to  act  in  the  Supreme  Court,  1 


otncr  of  the  national  or  conventional  law  of 

SX!?o?  *K^'  "** «  '*  "^  ^""^  "^^^^^  b^ongs  to 
Biiner  of  thme  offinoni  /m  ni/ui.  u-  ■ ^  .• 


oA«' 
I.    V 


evil.    Vl^ottld  it  Dot  be  well  that  the  office  of  tie 


Shftn Vi?.?^  f?*'*"  ?"  ^^^  he  hM  BM  the   Attorn3i>y  General  ahoald  be  soppUed  with 

nght  to  require  the  piMnion  of  the  Attorney  Gen-   laws  ?  1 

e«,  and  on  which  It  IS  not  continaally  required;  1     Anoti*«  defect  Mcma  to  me  to  exirt  ia  the  law 
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fts  it  BOW  standsi  Yea  will  observe  that  4he 
only  Jaw  wliioh  prescribes  the  daty  of  the  Attor- 
ney General)  aod  which  I  bare  already  quoted, 
limits  the  obligation  upon  him,  and  oooseqnently 
limits  his  rights  to  give  offietal  advice  and  opinions 
U>  cases  in  which  he  ^all  be  called  Upon  by  the 
President,  or  by  any  of  the  Departments,  touching 
any  matters  which  may  concern  their  Departmetils. 
But  I  am  told  (and,  in  my  short  ezperienee,  I  have 
eilieady  found  it  true,  in  part)  that  the  advice  and 
Dpinion  of  the  Attorney  Gleoeral,  in  his  official 
character,  are  called  for  by  the  committees  of  Gottr 
^ress,  staading  and  special,  by  all  the  district  a^ 
torneys,  collectors  of  customs,  collectors  of  the 
pufalio  taxes,  and  marshals  throughout  the  United 
Slates,  by  eourts-martial,  military  and  naval, 
wheresoever  they  may  sit,  dMi.  If  it  be  advisable 
Co  open  the  office  of  me  Attorney  General  to  ap* 
plications  of  this  kind,  (  sulmeiit  it  to  you,  sir,  whe* 
;her  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  have  it  provided 
for  by  law.  Ist.  That  the  several  officers  and 
lublic  bodies  whkh  have  been  mentioned,  instead 
>f  resting  on  the  personal  courtesy  of  the  Attorney 
GreneraJ,  may  be  authorized  to  call  for  his  opinion 
IS  a  matter  of  right  j  and  2dty,  (which  strikes  me 
IS  beingof  e^ualif  not«upenor  importance))  that 
;he  Attorney  General  himself  may  be  justified  in 
pving  an  official  opinion  in  these  cases;  for,  in  a 
jroverniBeat  <^'  la  we  like  ours^  it  seems  to  me  of 
mportancethat  the  infiueuceof  every  office  should 
ye  confined  within  the  strict  limits  prescribed  for 
t  by  law.  It  cannot  be  questioned,  from  the  con- 
lexion  of  the  Attorney  General  with  the  Bzecu- 
ive  branch  of  the  Government)  that  his  advice 
md  opiDions,  given  as  Attorney  General,  will  have 
in  official  influence  beyond  and  independent  of 
whatever  intrinsic  professional  merit  they  may 
x)S8ess ;  and  whether  it  be  sound  jpolicy  to  permit 
his  officer,  or  any  other  under  the  Government, 
iven  on  the  application  of  others,  to  extend  the 
nfluenee  of  his  office  beyond  the  pale  of  the  law, 
ind  to  cause  it  to  be  felt  where  the  laws  have  not 
ontemplated  that  it  should  be  felt,  is  the  point 
vhich  1  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  consideration< 
There  is,liowever,  a  strong  objection  to  any  new 
irovisioB  which  should  go  to  open  the  office  of  the 
Attorney  General,  as  now  organize,  to  awHcar 
ions  beyond  the  provision  of  the  act  of  1789.  It 
8  this:  I  am  convinced  that  no  single,  unassisted 
ndividoal,  whatever  may  be  his  strength^  his  hab- 
ts  of  industry,  or  the  system  and  eaenty  of  his 
novemenu,  could  discharge,  in  a  manner  satlsfac- 
ory  to  himsdf  or  the  nauon,  the  vftst  load  of  da- 
les which  would  be  thus  thrown  upon  him,  with- 
»ut  devoting  himself  to  them  sol^y  and  exclu- 
ively.  The  very  frequent  calls  which  are  regu* 
ariy  andproperly  made  upon  his offiee under  the 
ict  of  1789,  and  the  careful  and  elaborate  examir 
lation  which  it  is  often  necessary  to  b«rtow  upon 
hese  subjects  are  found  to  be  sufficient,  in  con- 
lexion  with  tne  Attorney  Gteneral's  dutiea  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  to  give  the  office,  at  present,  n^ 
dost  constant  occupation;  and  if,  in  addition  to 
bese  duties,  he  shall  be  placed  under  a  legal  obR- 
;ation  to  answer  alt  the  other  calls  which  have 
leen  mentiofied,  he  most  auavoidably  abaadcn 
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entirely  the  individual  pursuits  of  his  prbfbssiiMi^ 
and  rest  for  thestmport  of  his  ihmily  on  the  salary 
attached  to  the  omce.  Even  under  the  duties  ad 
they  now  exist,  very  little  time  is  left  to  the  Atto^ 
ney  General  to  aid  the  salary  of  his  office  hf  indi^ 
vidual  engagements-^  fact  which  niayusarpMni 
in  part,  the  frequent  resignations  of  this  cffiev 
which  nave  heretofore  occurred. 

I  would  not  Ittive  troubled  you  with  th^M^ 
suggestions  at  this  time^ '  but  tnat  the  subject 
strikes  me  as  being  of  so  much  practical  impor- 
tance to  the  nation  as  tt>  merit  eonstderatton,  and 
that  it  relates  to  an  office,  the  defective  organiza- 
tion of  which,  however  srievous  to  the  incumbent, 
or  injurious  to  the  puUic^  would  not  be  %pt  to 
force  itself  on  the  notice  oi  others. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

WM.  WIRT. 

Hon.  HndB  N)5LaOK, 


DfiAii  BiR :  I  understand  that  the  appropdatittd 
bill,  as  it  passed  the  House  of  Representaftives^-ld 
now  before  the  Senate;  and)  not  having  observeii 
who- is  the  chaimian  of  the  committee  to  Whorii 
the  subject  will  bdong,  I  beg  leave  to  call  yo«i# 
attentton  to  a  chan^  which  has  been  made  in  ttiJi 
appropriation  rdaave  to  the  office  of  Atcbruef 
General.  '^ 

In  the  year  1818, 1  addressed  a  ietl«»  ta  th* 
chairman  ci  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  Ho^se 
of  Representatives,  relative  to  the  state  in  whioh 
I  had  found  the  otlioe  of  the  Attorney  General^ 
and  the  causes  that  had  produced  it.  Mr.  Sumherl 
of  the  House  of  Representatives^  has  now  a  copy 
of  that -letter,  which  you  will  please  receive  from 
him.  This  representation  made  it  manifest  thst 
the  public  good  required  the  appoiiktmeat  of  il 
clerk  to  record  those  official  opmieots  of  the  law 
officer  of  the  Government  by  which  the  moveitteiiil 
of  the  several  Departments  were  regulated,  «■  orde> 
to  preserve  consistency  and  hamibny-in  tleoperft^ 
tioas  of  the  Government  in  execution  of  our  wtvjj^ 
under  every  change  of  the  pubbc  officers.  A  ekvt 
was  accordingly  appointed,  at  a  schiry  of  9^(000 
per  annum;  but  aa  it  was  idle  to  appoint  aciark 
and  aUow  rooms  for  an  offioe,  without  allowing 
also  stationery,  fuel,. and  a  boy  to  attend  to  tM 
menial  duties  of  the  office,  a  small  contiiMMi^ 
fund  of  $500  was  allowed  to  procure  these  artidesi 
the  whole  of  which  wer^  strictly  for  the  p«bMd 
good. 

I  understand  diat  the  House  of  Repretealattyei 
have  stricken  off  $200  from  the  salary  of  ^be  clerk 
and  have  stricken  out  also  the  whole  of  the  fOM 
for  contingencies;  thus  leaving  a  clerk,  indeed^  at 
a  reduced  salary,  but* not  leaving  the  means  toefflf 
ploy  him,  to  wit,  stationery,  fuel,  6lc*  The  maoilest 
injustice  of  requiring  me  to  furnish  these  artielea 
for  public  use  will,  I  doubt  not.  produce  a  reiDSt|Lt»> 
ment  of  the  allowance  of  tne  conttn^nt  (umi^ 
which,  indeed,  is  scarcely  adeooate  to  its  objeel^; 
since,  out  of  this  allowance  or  $500)  there  aris  to 
be  s^q^ipUed  f uel^  staiiontr y,  a  boy  to  attend*  to^  ilJ# 
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meniftl  duties  of  the  ofiice,  carrying  messages,  &c.. 
and  the  printer's  bills  for  all  the  statements  required 
for  the  Uoited  States  cases  in  the  Supreme  Court 
You  will  learn,  on  inquiry,  that  the  whole  S500 
will  scarcely  pay  a  messenger  in  any  other  omce. 

I£  vou  think  the  case  worthy  of  attention,  I 
•wqula  thank  you  to  represent  it  to  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  who  ha^e  the  subject  under  con- 
aideration,  and  to  the  Senate,  if  necessary. 

Your  friend  and  servant, 

WILLIAM  WIRT. 

The  Hon.  Ninian  Eowardb. 


ADJIWTMENT   OP    BOUNDARY   BETWEEN 
KENTUCKY  AND  T£NN£8s»£E. 

[Cororaonicated  to  the  Hous#,  April  14,  18S0.] 

The  States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  desirous 
of  terminating  the  controversy  which  has  so  Iodjb; 
subsisted  between  said  States  in  relation  to  their 
common  boundary,  and  of  restoring  the  most  per- 
fect good  understanding  and  harmony  between 
Ibem,  have  for  that  purpose  appointed  their  respec- 
tive commissioners,  that  is  to  say:  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  on  her  part,  has  appointed  John  J.  Crit- 
tenden and  Robert  Trimble;  and  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  on  her  nart,  has  appointed  Felix  Grundy 
and  Williani  L.  Brown,  wno,  after  a  reciprocal 
communication  of  their  respective  powers,  have 
agreed  upon  the  following  articles  and  stipulation.s. 

Abticlb  1.  The  line  of  boundary  and  separa- 
tion between  the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennes- 
see shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit :  The  line  run  by 
the  Virginia  commissioners  in  the  years  1779  and 
1780,  commonly  called  Walker's  line,  as  the  same 
is  reputed,  understood,  and  acted  upon  by  the  said 
States,  their  respective  officers  and  citizens,  from 
the  southeastern  corner  of  Kentuck]^  to  the  Ten- 
nessee river ;  thence  with  and  up  said  river  to  the 
Joint  where  the  line  of  Alexander  and  Munseli, 
run  by  them  in  the  last  year,  under  the  authority 
of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  entitled 
''An  act  to  run  the  boundary  line  between  thb 
State  and  the  State  of  Tennessee,  west  of  the 
Tennessee  river,  approved  February  8,  1819,") 
would  cross  said  river ;  and  thence,  with  the  sAid 
line  of  Alexander  and  Munseli,  to  the  termina- 
tion thereof  on  the  Mississippi  river,  below  New 
Madrid. 

Art.  3.  It  is  agreed  and  understood  that,  from 
the  point  where  Walker's  line  strikes  the  Tennes- 
see river  to  the  point  where  the  line  of  Alexander 
and  Munseli  would  cros  the  same,  the  said  Ten- 
nessee river  shall  be  the  common  boundary  of  said 
States,  and  subject  to  their  common  use  and  con- 
current jurisdiction.  Any  island  or  islands  in  that 
part  of  the  river  Tennessee  which  forms  the  com- 
mon boundary  between  the  two  States  shall  be 
within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  Kentucky ;  but 
any  appropriations  thereof  by  individuals,  hereto- 
fore made  under  the  laws  of  North  Carolina  or 
Tennessee,  shall  be  valid. 

Abt.  3.  Whenever  the  Governor  of  either  State 
4kiaU  deem  it  expedient  to  have  the  boundary  bo* 


tween  the  two  States  which  is  east  of  the  Tennes- 
see river,  or  any  part  thereof,  run  and  plainly 
marked,  ne  shall  cause  a  notification  thereof  to  be 
communicated  to  the  Governor  of  the  otho-  Stare, 
and  thereupon,  with  ail  convenient  despatch,  two 
surveyors  shall  be  appointed  for  that  purpcse.  one 
by  the  Governor  of  each  State;  and  the  surveyors 
so  appointed  shall  have  power  to  emj^oy  a  com- 
petent number  of  chain-carriers  and  assistaots,  and 
they  shall  ascertain,  survey,  and  mark  said  line 
plainl]^  and  durably,  having  due  respect  to  the 
provisions  of  the  first  article  hereof;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  said  surveyors  to  make  out  and  sign 
duplicate  plats  and  reports  of  their  surveys  and 
proceedings,  to  be  communicated  by  each  surve^oi 
to  the  Governor  of  his  respective  State,  to  be  de- 
posited and  preserved  in  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  for  a  testimony  and  ooemorial  of  the 
boundary  between  said  States ;  and  all  a^  and 
expense  that  may  be  incurred  under  the  provisions 
of  thin  article,  and  in  surveying  and  marking  said 
boundary  line,  shall  be  paid  by  said  Statea  joindy 
and  equally. 

Abt.  4.  The  claims  to  lands  lying  west  of  the 
Tennessee  river,  and  north  of  Alexander  and  Man- 
sell's  line,  and  derived  from  North  Carolina  oi 
Tennessee,  shall  be  considered  null  and  void;  and 
claims  to  lands  lying  south  of  said  line  and  west 
of  Tennessee  river,  derived  from  Virginia  or  Keo- 
tucky,  shall  in  like  manner  be  considered  nuii  aiid 
void. 

Art.  5.  All  lands  now  vacant  and  unappropri- 
ated by  any  person  or  persons  claiming  to  hold 
under  the  State  of  North  Carolina  or  Tennes&eei 
east  of  the  Tennessee  river,  and  north  of  the  par- 
allel of  latitude  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minuies 
north,  shall  be  the  property  and  subject  lo  the  dis- 
position of  the  State  of  Kentucky ;  which  State 
may  make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  dis- 
posing of  and  granting  said  lands,  or  any  part 
thereof,  and  may,  by  herself  or  officers,  do  any  acts 
necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  the  foregaiDg 
provisions  of  this  article  into  effect ;  and  any  gra  nt 
or  grants  she  may  make  therefor,  or  any  part  there- 
of, shall  be  received  in  evidence  in  an  the  courts 
of  law  and  equity  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and 
be  available  to  the  party  deriving  title  ODdei  \.\ie 
same ;  and  the  land  referred  to  in  this  article  shall 
not  be  subject  to  taxation  by  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see for  five  years,  except  so  far  as  the  same  may, 
in  the  mean  time,  be  appropriated  by  individuals. 

Abt.  6.  Claims  to  lands  ea&t  of  the  Tennessee 
river,  between  Walker'^t  line  and  the  latitude  of 
thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes  north,  denved 
from  the  State  of  Virginia  in  consideration  of 
military  services,  shall  not  be  prejudiced  in  any 
respect  by  the  establishment  of  Walker's  line ;  but 
such  claims  shall  .be  considered  as  rightfully  en- 
tered or  granted,  and  the  claimants  may  enter  upon 
said  lands,  or  assert  their  rights  in  tne  courts  of 
justice,  without  prejudice  by  lapse  of  time,  or  froiB 
any  statute  of  limitations  for  any  period  prior  & 
the  settlement  of  the  boundary  betmreen  the  riro 
States,  savinff|  however,  to  the  holders  and  ocea- 
pants  of  conflicting  claims  (if  any  there  bt)  the 
right  of  showing  such  entries  or  grants  to  be  in* 
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ralid  and  of  no  effect,  or  that  they  have  paramoiint 
)r  .superior  titles  to  the  land  covered  by  such  Vir- 
ginia claims. 

Art.  7.  All  prirate  rights  and  interests  of  lands 
between  Walker's  line,  from  the  Cumberland  river, 
lear  the  mouth  of  Oby's  river,  to  the  southeastern 
corner  of  Kentucky,  at  the  point  where  the  boun- 
dary line  between  Virginia  and  Kentucky  inter- 
sects Walker's  line  on  the  Cumberland  mountain, 
ind  the  parallel  of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes 
lorth  latitude,  heretofore  derived  from  Virginia, 
SoTih  Carolina,  Kentucky,  or  Tennes&ee,  shall  be 
considered  as  rightfully  emanatinjf  from  either  of 
;bose  States;  and  the  States  of  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee  reserve  to  themselves,  respectively,  the 
power  of  carrying  into  grant  claims  not  yet  per- 
fected ;  and  in  case  of  conflicting  claims  (if  any 
here  be)  the  validity  of  each  claim  shall  be  tested 
yy  the  laws  of  the  State  from  which  it  emanated, 
ind  the  contest  shall  be  decided  as  if  each  State, 
'espectively,  had  possessed  the  jurisdiction  and 
loil,  and  full  power  and  right  to  authorize  the  lo- 
cation, survey,  or  grant,  according  to  her  own 
rules  and  regulations. 

Art.  8.  It  is  agreed  that  the  foregoing  articles 
shall  receive  the  most  liberal  construction  for  ef- 
fecting the  objects  contemplated  ;  and  should  any 
lisagreement  arise  as  to  the  interpretation^  or  in  the 
execution  thereof,  two  citizens  ot  the  United  States, 
»ut  residents  of  neither  Kentucky  nor  Tennessee, 
hall  he  selected,  one  by  the  Executive  of  each 
Btate,  with  power  to  choose  an  umpire  in  case  of 
lisagreement,  whose  decision  shall  be  final  on 
til  points  to  them  submitted. 

Art.  9.  Should  any  further  legislative  acts  be 
equisite  to  efiectuate  the  foregoing  articles  and 
itipulations,  the  faith  of  the  two  States  is  hereby 
)ledged  that  they  will  unite  in  making  such  pro- 
visions, and  respectively  pass  such  laws  as  may  be 
lecessary  to  carry  the  same  into  full  and  complete 
»ffect. 

Art.  10.  The  foregoing  articles  and  stinulations, 
f  rati6ed  by  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  during 
heir  present  session,  shall  forever  be  obligatory 
tnd  binding  oo  both  States,  and  take  effect  from 
his  day- 

In  faith  whereof,  we,  the  respective  commission- 
ers, have  signed  these  articles,  and  have  hereunto 
iffixed  our  seals.  Done  in  duplicate,  at  Frankfort, 
Lhe  2d  day  of  February,  1830. 

JOHN  J.  CRITTENDEN,  [sbal.] 
ROBERT  TRIMBLE.  [bbal.] 
FELIX  GRUNDY.  [sbal.] 

WILLIAM  L.  BROWN,     [sbal.] 


ROADS  CONTEMPLATED  BY  THE  TREATY 
OF  BR0WK8T0WN. 

[CoramuDtcatad  to  the  House,  May  13,  1820.] 

Mr.  WoonBRiooB,  from  the  committee  appointed 
;o  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  further 
provision  may  be  necessary  to  give  effect  to  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty  made  at  Brownstown^  in 
Lhe  Territory  of  Michigan,  reported: 


That  the  treaty  referred  to  wa^  concluded  on  the 
25th  day  of  November,  1808,  and  that  its  exclusive 
object  appears  to  have  been  to  obtain  the  establbh- 
ment  of  a  practicable  and  convenient  road  from 
the  interior  settlements  of  the  United  States  to 
those  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

Many  of  the  tribes  of  Indians  with  whom  that 
treaty  was  concluded  were,  in  virtue  of  previous 
treaties,  entitled  to  receive  within  that  Territory 
larse  annuities ;  there  never  had  been  any  artin- 
ciaT  road  leading  to  it,  except  through  the  province 
of  Upper  Canada ;  delays  had  consequmtly  occurs 
red  in  the  transmission  of  those  annuities,  and  re- 
iterated complaints  were  made  because  they  were 
not  received ;  or,  if  received,  frequentlv  damaged. 
To  obviate  such  difficulties,  end  in  tne  expecte- 
tion  that  many  important  advantages  would  re- 
sult to  them  from  a  measure  which  promised  to 
bring  them  more  immediately  under  the  observa- 
tion and  protection  of  the  Government,  the  In- 
dians, parties  to  the  treaty,  without  any  further 
remuneration  than  such  incidental  benefits  as  they 
anticipated  from  the  establishment  of  the  proposed 
road,  voluntarily  ceded  to  the  United  States  a 
tract  of  land  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  ia 
width,  extending  from  the  **  foot  of  the  rapids  of 
the  Miami  of  the  Lake"  to  the  western  line  of  the 
''  Connecticut  Western  Reserve,"  and  all  the  land 
within  one  mile  of  said  tract  on  each  side  of  it: 
and,  also,  another  tract  of  land  of  one  hundred  ana 
twenty  feet  in  width,  extending  from  Lower  San* 
dusky,  southerly,  to  the  boundary  line  established 
by  the  Treaty  of  Greenville.  This  treaty  is,  in  the 
body  of  it,  declared  to  be  reciprocally  binding ;  but 
it  is  observable  that  no  new  obligation,  of  any  na- 
ture, seems  to  have  been  imposed  by  it  upon  the 
United  States,  unless  it  mav  be  fairly  inierriblei 
from  its  context,  its  avowed  object,  and  the  cir* 
comstances  attending  its  conclusion,  that  this  Gov- 
ernment became  bound  to  establish  and  maintain 
the  contemplated  road. 

The  intention  of  the  parties  to  the  treaty  your 
committee  believe  to  be  obvious;  the  history  of 
the  transaction,  the  repeated  declarations  of  the 
Indian  chiefs  who  were  parties  to  it,  and  the  sen^ 
timents  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  then  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  who  directed  the  negotiatiooi 
as  they  are  disclosed  in  his  Message  to  this  House 
of  the  date  of  January  30, 1808,  which  accompar 
nied  a  copy  of  the  Treaty  of  Detroit,  combined 
with  the  evidence  furnished  by  the  context  of  the 
treaty,  indicate,  conclusively,  the  establishment  of 
a  saie  and  convenient  roadf  as  the  sole  object  of 
the  negotiation. 

No  measures,  however,  seem  to  have  been  adopt- 
ed with  a  view  to  the  attainment  of  that  object 
until,  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  date  of  Decemr 
her  12,  1811,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
was  authorized  to  appoint  three  commissioners  to 
explore,  survey,  and  mark  the  most  eligible  course 
for  the  proposed  roads ;  and  the  sum  of  $6,000 
was  appropriated  to  defray  the  expenses  of  exe- 
cuting the  law. 

Before  any  progress,  however,  could  be  made  ia 

Siving  effect  to  the  views  of  Congress,  war  existed 
etween  this  nation  and  Great  Britain ;  and,  cdT 
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Ifcat  war,  the  first  fruits  were  the  temporary  loss 
ef  that  entire  proviDce,  to  open  an  avenae  to  which 
was  the  ohjeet  of  the  law  referred  to.  The  ia- 
neotabie  conseqneDces  which  reraited  from  so 
humiliating  an  occurrence  it  is  quite  unnecessary 
to  detail ;  it  is  sufficient  to  ask  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  fact,  that  the  harrier  interposed  by 
the  northwestern  posts  having  heen  broken  down, 
the  oongrfffated  force  of  the  northern  Indians  was 
inuDediately  felt  aionff  the  whole  interior  and  in- 
emrated  frontier  of  Ohio  and  Indiana.  Such  a 
alate  of  things  was  not  favorable  to  the  purpose  of 
esploring  the  country  and  establiKhing  roads.  The 
money  which  was  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
f  ivinff  efiect  to  the  Treaty  of  Brownstowa  was 
aoon  lost  in  the  immense  aggrpcale  of  dishurse- 
menlB  rendered  necessary  to  enable  the  northwest- 
ern army  under  the  command  of  Cteneral  Harrison 
to  advance:  the  greater  part  of  the  sum  was  ex- 
pended in  opening  a  road — of  the  fint  importance, 
certainly,  for  without  it  the  northwestern  army 
eottld  have  made  no  progress;  but  quite  useless  as 
it  regards  the  permanent  and  paramount  object 
contemplated  by  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown — that 
of  obtaining  a  good  road  over  the  Black  Swamp. 
Not  a  solitary  traveller  now  finds  his  way  along 
that  avenue;  it  is  nrinci pally  indicated  by  the 
l«x>ken  remnants  or  baggage*wagons  and  gun- 
carriages,  the  scattered  remains  of  ffour  barrels,  and 
■KMikkring  skeletons  of  horses  and  oxen,  remain- 
inj^,  as  they  were  left,  just  visible  above  the  surface 
or  the  mud  and  wet  which  destroyed  them.  The 
road  being  found  thus  entirely  useless,  the  President 
was  authorized  by  an  act  or  Congress  of  April  16, 
1816,  to  alter  its  location.  It  is  believed  that  some 
progress  has  been  made,  through  the  War  Depart- 
ment, in  the  selection  of  a  better  site  for  a  road, 
but  no  progress  has  been  made  in  opening  it ;  and 
it  seems  to  your  committee  quite  imposaible,  by 
the  aid  onl£  of  a  small  and  diminished  military 
force  of  the  Government  at  Detroit,  to  efiect  at  any 
time  so  desirable  a  work. 

Such  had  been  the  proceed ioffs  in  reference  to 
the  Treaty  of  Brownstown,  and  such  the  small 
progress  made  towards  the  accomplishment  of  iu 
purpose,  when,  in  September,  1817,  the  Treaty  of 
the  Rapids  of  the  Miami  was  concluded ;  by  the 
aobseqaent  ratification  of  which,  the  Indian  title 
to  the  whole  country  within  which  the  contem- 
plated roads  were  to  be  located  became  vested  in 
this  Government. 

It  has  not  escaped  the  observation  of  your  com- 
mittee that  this  treaty  may  be  considered  to  affect 
materially  the  relation  in  which  the  General  Gov- 
ernment previously  stood  in  refierence  to  the  Treaty 
of  Brownstown ;  yet  they  have  supposed  that  if 
the  obligation  imposed  upon  this  Government  by 
the  last-mentioned  treaty  were  an  absolute  one,  if 
no  election  were  given  to  the  United  States  ori- 

? finally  to  make  the  roads  contemplated  and  accept 
he  cession,  or,  at  their  pleasure,  to  dissent  from  the 
grant  and  refuse  to  ma  ice  and  continue  the  roads, 
then  the  obligatory  force  of  the  Treaty  of  Browne 
town  cannot  justly  be  deemed  to  have  ceased  in 
couKequeDCP  of  the  treaty  of  the  29th  September, 
1817;  but  that,  in  good  &ith,  this  Governmeat  ia 


still  bound  to  fntti  all  its  rcqnaitioBs.  WiAmn 
endeavoring,  however,  to  arrive  with  feebafcri 
precision  at  the  only  true  constructiaB  cf  wl»fch 
these  treaties  may  now  be  susoeptibie,  your  com- 
mittee lemaia  entirely  satisfied  that  other  con- 
siderations, founded  in  motives  of  the  troest  eeoao- 
my  and  the  soundest  policy,  impeiiousljr  require 
the  positive  accomplishment  of  the  views  dis- 
closed by  the  parties  to  the  Treaty  of  l^ownstowa. 

The  slack  Swamp,  ao  eefobrated  in  tkeaooah 
of  our  recent  history,  is  an  estensive  moras^  which 
winds  round  the  southraatem  border  of  Miehiean ; 
it  terminates  on  the  north  at  Hie  border  of  Lake 
Brie,  comprehending  a  width  of  about  thi^  miles; 
it  extends  so  far  soathertsr  and  southweMrly  as  to 
interrupt  all  communication  by  land  between  the 
settlementB  in  Michigan  and  those  of  the  iatPriorof 
the  United  States.  Itconsistaofaadevamfhami 
of  impervious  clay,  upon  which  lesls  a  thick  strat- 
um or  fertile  black  loam ;  there  is  so  Utde  iaeltaa- 
tion  in  its  general  surfiiee  that,  Hioagh  ttunwroas 
streams  pass  through  it,  theie  is  Utile  opponumly 
for  the  water  with  whioh  it  is  lonetimes  alnioM 
entirely  covered  to  escape  from  iu  except  by  d»e 
slow  process  of  evaporation ;  whue,  at  the  same 
time,  there  exist  unequivocal  indications  that  its  sor- 
face  is  elevated  so  far  above  the  level  of  the  walei^ 
courses  and  of  the  lake  as  thai,  bj  attifidal  drains, 
it  may  be  ma^e  subservient  to  all  the  purpdses  of 
profitable  agncultore. 

No  reliance,  howeter,  can  be  placed  apoa  the 
individual  industry  of  that  country  to  coaslnict  a 
road  over  such  a  moraws.  The  consinietiOD  of  a 
road  must  precede  the  establtshmeat  then  of  any 
considerable  population. 

The  State  of  Ohio,  iprithin  whose  Ihsils  ^Ut 
morass  is  principally  situated,  if  she  possessed  mre 
aonple  funds  than  she  does*  possess,  eoold  §^  ao 
sufficient  inducement  to  such  an  ondenaking,  for 
she  has,  comjterativdy,  no  rnhabitanis  kefoo4  h 
to  protect ;  it  forms  the  boundary  of  her  pomtU- 
tion  in  that  directibu.  Such  a  voad  musi,  there- 
fore, be  a  national  work.  And,  in  addifioa  to  all 
those  political  conaidctNit {one*  which  so  ohvioosly 
and  so  powerfolly  ^tate  the  constmctioa  through* 
out  the  Union  ot  artificial  roads  and  canals,  lh«M 
are  oth^^rs  of'lo<tal  application,  which,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  your  committees  ^  impetioiidy  call  for  the 
attention  of  the  General  Oorernmcat  to  ^is  par- 
ticular section  of  the  Ubioa.  * 

Such  a  rbad'as  is  proposed  woold  pass  through 
a  vast  countryof  -uneutdVatedUaodi  the  whole  o! 
which  yet  remains  iht  exclusive  property  of  the 
Govenment.'  PnbKc  lands  are  here  eooadered  a 
l^itimate  source  of  public  revenue.  To  carry  into 
effect  the  provisions  of  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown 
would  not  only  bring  into  marcet  the  beauuTui 
country  which  is  beyopd  the  Miami,  with  the  cer- 
tain prospect  ofbetter  and  more  accelerated  sales,  but 
would  induce  the  settlement  of  that  coontry,  now 
so  repulsi  ve  in  itdai»pect,wh  ich  lies  between  the  Sau- 
duskjr  and  the'Miami,  over  which  the  road  woafd 
go ;  It  wotild  soon  bo  reclaimed ;  tlie  constioctiM 
of  the  road  itself  would^  uncover  a  eoosidierafate 
portion  of  the  adjacent^land,  and  fit  it,  with  liuk 
additional  expeaae^  for  ommadiate 
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Your  coiQiniillee  iM  thiit  tbfy  hazard  nothioc 
ID  the  pr^pQiifiUaa  thfUt  in  a  pecnwaxy  point  of 
Tiew  auMMi  this  nation  wouUl  soon  nnd  itself 
more  ttian  remuneraled  for  ttie  expense  wbioh 
might  be  kicusred  in  the  construction  of  the  road, 
by  the  increased  value  of  the  public  landsi  and  tbe 
accelerated  sales  it  would  induce. 

There  remaina  another  and  a  distinct  view  of 
this  subject)  .which  yqur  committee  feel  it  a  duty 
briefly  to  present.  In  ezamioiog  the  topic  referred 
to  tbem«  yoof  committee  could  not  fail  u>  consider 
it  in  regard  to  the  military  defence?  Qf  the  country. 

Tbe  situation  of  the  Territery  of  Micbigao,  m 
relation  to  the  province  of  Upper  Canadi^  renders 
that  frontier,  more  than  any  other  perhaps,  pecu- 
liarly exposed;  its  settlements,  rarely  penetrating 
into  tbe  iniortor,  in  no  place  prenentu^^  a  very 
dense  population,  extend  alon^  tbe  oaioandering 
shores  of  tbe  lakes  and  stradts  Irom  Lake  Erie  to 
Lake  Huron^  and.  appsoach  tbe  very  verge  of  tbe 
national  boundary;  tnev  lie  at  tbe  foot  of  that 
9wu  avenue  whiob  leaoa  through  Lakes  Huron 
and  Superior  into  tbe  inunense  eotualr^  of  the 
Dortb west,  and  down  wMcb,  witb  fiurpnuD||[  fecil-^ 
ity,  a  formidahle  Indian  force  may  at  any  time  be 
brought  upon  tbem.  In  its  rear,  and  intervening 
between  it  and  the  interior  settleaftents  of  Ohio 
and  India  ua,  there,  stall  continues  a  numerous  and 
powerful  Indian  popuktion  of  many  thousands^ 
while  it»  southeastern  terminatton  rests  upon  that 
rormidaiile  morass  wbieb  so  eniiaely  aeparates  that 
Territory  front  the  strength  and  the  povet  of  this 
latioD.  So  circomBitani^,  tbia  protonged  Ime  of 
lettlementis  opposed  in  front  fay- tbe  .most  thriving 
mpulation  of  Upper  Canada-^  popnlalion  in- 
veaaiog  witb  a  rapidity  unpRoedenied  in  tbe  an- 
lals  of  Ganadsan  history,  and  wbiob,  wbetber  ibi 
noral  or  pbvsieal  character  be  cosnidered^  will 
hereafter  hd^  mund  mone  formidable,  it  ia  beUeved, 
Jian  that  of  any  other  pirtioft  of  eilber  Canada. 

Oppocsed  by  diffioolticaon  all  sides,  and  com- 
^etely  ieolated,  it  would  be  nnfeaaoouble  to  sup- 
looe  that  the  people  of  tbe  Terriloey  of  Micbi^n, 
bon^k  iaflaenoed  by  the  most  devoted  patriotism, 
!ould  aiLoBe  macesslBttf  renist  so  oomplioattd  a 
ireasura  as,  in  tbe  event  of  a  future  war  with 
jvreai  Britaiis  may  be  brought  to  bear  upon  them. 
3ut,  bow  mu4b  soever  it  ooacerns  tbe  honor  of 
his  nation  to  suatain  ils;  authority  and  to  protect 
ta  people  in  everv  part  of  tbe  eippive,^  v(|t  any 
consideration  founded  alone  in  the  exposed  condi- 
ion  of  the  iababitaots  of.Miobigaja  becomes  of 
liminished  importance  wlwn  the  situation  of  that 
erritory  is  adverted  to^  as  it  has  relation  to  tbe 
nterior  frontier  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  even  Illinois, 
t  is  on  the  peninsula  of  Michigan  alone  that  the 
•xposed  parts  of  that  frontier  can  be  cheaply  and 
ecurely  defended  against  Indian  or  English  hostile 
Dcursions.  The  miUtafy  positions  of  Detroit,  Fort 
i^rattot,  and  MicbiKmackinac,  and  their  interve- 
linfi^  and  o«gbboring  aeltkaKnis,  are,  in  relation 
o  that  gnatty  eiiended  interior  frontief,a(peife^y 
^Sscfual  lediair.  No  enamy-  can  appioaeb  itj  es- 
ept  the  efttiMB»oC  that  remote  oomtry,  and  tbe 
uthoritf  of  this  nation  there,  be  first  proftratad  in 
he  4i|it* 


Your  committee  do  no^  deem  it  important  ta 
fortify  the  proposition  which  on  this  point  thef 
advance  by  any  train  of  deductions ;  they  only  beg 
leave  to  advert  to  two  distinct  periods  in  the  hi«» 
tory  of  that  country,  feeling  entirely  satisfied  that 


fective  strength  of  tbe  territory,  or  render  mora 
safe  and  practicable  its  communication  witb  the 
interior  ot  the  Union* 

In  all  that  period  which  intervened  between  the 
treaty  of  peace  of  1798  and  the  surrender  to  Uiis 
Government  of  tbe  northwestern  posts,  and  while 
tbe  Territory  of  Michigan  was  in  tbe  possession 
of  a  Power  either  hostile  or  indifierent  to  tbe  peace 
of  this  country,  it  is  matter  of  history  that  the 
western  settlements  were  in  a  state  of  continued 
warfare;  from  tbe  heights  of  tbe  Alleghany  to 
Natchez,  its  whole  line  of  frontier  was  markea  b^^ 
blood  and  fire.  But  when  tbe  authority  of  tbia 
Qovemment  was  established  there,  Indian  hostilitj 
was  neutralized ;  and,  under  the  cover  of  profound 
peace,  tbe  Western  country  grew  rapidly.  Held 
m  check  by  the  barrier  which  tbe  possession  of  the 
settled  parts  of  Michigan  enabled  this  nation  to 
interpose  against  the  finglisb  and  the  Indiana  of 
the  northwest,  the  Indians  of  tbe  peninsula  of 
Michigan  and  of  the  northern  part  of  Ohio  were 
deterr^.  during  tbe  early  part  or  the  late  war,  from 
acts  of  nostility  ;  but  when  tbe  authority  of  this 
nation  was  prostrated  thercL  distress  and  dismay 
pervaded  tbe  whole  defenceless  line  of  the  mofut 
advanced  settlemeols,  from  Cleveland,  on  Lake 
B^ie,  through  Ohio  and  Indiana.  But  when  agaiUf 
before  tbe  conclusion  of  tbe  war,  this  Qovemmeal 
had,  at  an  almost  infinite  expense  of  money,  and 
by  a  sacrifice  of  blood  wbicb  was  above  price,  re- 
occupied  these  positions  from  which  it  bad  been 
driven,  tbe  scene  of  war  was  again  removed,  and 
the  battles  of  Obiot  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  were 
fought  on  the  borders  of  Michigan* 

The  inference  your  committee  would  deduce 
from  tbe  historical  facts  alluded  to  is,  they  fiattea 
themselves,  manifest.  It  consists,  uoquestionablyi 
with  the  true  policy  of  this  Government  to  throw 
into  tbe  peninsula  of  Michigan,  by  every  praetica- 
ble  means,  a  dense  population;  and  it  is  more 
especially  their  true  policy  to  construct  over  tbe 
Black  Swamp  a  permanent,  safe,  and  coovenieni 

Sublic  road.  Sueh  a  measure  is  dicUited  by  goo4 
utb  I  for  there  oaja  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  mea« 
sure  was  contemplated  by  tbe  parties  to  the  Tireaq^ 
of  Brownstown.  It  is  dictated  by  a  wise  rcgjara 
to  national  economy  i  for  tbe  contemplated  ro%A 
would  open  an  avenue  to  a  fertile  and  beaiitiud 
country — (be  peninsula  of  Michigan — a  country 
the  soil  within  whieb  is  almost  exclusively  tbe 
property  of  tbe  nation.  It  would  conduce  greatly, 
too,  to  the  settlement  of  tbe  immediate  countrjy 
which  is  also  the  exclusive  property  of  tbe  natiom 
and  tbe  settlement  of  which  must,  almost  of  iie* 
cessity,  be  preceded  by  some  exttaotdioary  effwt 
of  tbe  National  Government  But  such  a  meaaqija 
is  not  lew  imperiously  called  for  as  an  almost  in* 
dispemUe  mcaaure  of  defemeer    The  |>rpd|giow»i 
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Anns  of  rnone^  which  were  expended  in  the  efforts 
which  the  nation  made  to  reoceupy  that  territory 
would  have  constmcted  many  such  roads— efforts 
which  could  never  have  been  called  for ;  for  if,  in 
the  spirit  of  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown,  good  roads 
had,  previously  to  the  war,  been  constructed,  if  a 
eonvenientand  practicable  communication  between 
Ohio  and  Michigan  had  existed,  this  nation  would 
have  been  spared  the  humiliation  of  witnessing  a 
disgraceful  capitulation,  and  that  devoted  people 
would  have  been  saved  irom  the  indescribable  hor- 
rors of  Indian  devastation. 

Every  view  which  your  committee  have  been 
able  to  take  of  the  subject  referred  to  them  having 
confirmed  them  in  the  very  decided  opinion  to 
which  they  have  arrived,  that  a  public  road  ought 
to  be  constructed  from  tne  Miami  to  the  western 
line  of  the  Connecticut  Western  Reserve,  it  re- 
mains for  them  respectfully  to  submit  their  opin- 
ion as  to  the  best  means  oy  which  that  desirable 
object  may  be  effected.  Tney  have  not  been  re- 
gardless of  the  diminished  amount  of  the  public 
revenues;  they  are  aware  of  the  strong  desire 
entertained  by  the  House  to  limit  the  public  ex- 

nditures  to  the  smallest  practicable  sum:  and  it 
rith  much  satisfaction,  therefore,  that  they  feel 
themselves  iustified  in  recommending  an  expedi- 
ent which  they  think  will  be  adequate  to  the  exi- 
gency, without  any  specific  appropriation  of 
money. 

On  reference  to  the  stipulations  contained  in  the 
Treaty  of  Brownstown,  it  is  observable  that  a 
mile  in  width  on  each  side  of  the  contemplated 
road  from  the  Miami  to  the  Western  Reserve  is 
mnted^  as  well  as  the  site  for  the  road  itself,  to 
the  United  States.  It  seems  probable  that  the 
framers  of  that  treaty  had  in  view,  at  the  rime  of 
the  negotiation,  the  application  of  the  whole  of 
the  ceded  land,  specifically,  to  the  purpose  of  de- 
fraying the  expense  of  making  the  road.  From 
the  best  information  which  your  committee  have 
been  able  to  obtain,  they  entertain  the  belief  that 
this  tract  would  furnisn  a  fund  more  than  ade- 
quate to  the  exigency,  and  that  no  more  appropri- 
ate application  could  be  made  of  the  land  in 
question. 

They,  therefore,  respectfully  recommend  the 
Adoption  of  the  following  resolution,  viz : 

Hesolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  author- 
ize the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  contract  with 
any  person  or  persons  to  construct  a  permanent 
and  suitable  road,  to  extend  from  the  toot  of  the 
rapids  of  the  Miami  of  the  Lake  to  the  western 
fine  of  the  Connecticut  Western  Reserve,  accord- 
ing to  the  plan  contemplated  by  the  Treaty  of 
Brownstown,  and  on  such  route,  passion  through 
^e  reserve  (so  called)  at  Lower  Sandusky,  as  the 
President  may  direct,  in  consideration  of  the  whole 
•f  the  tracts  on  each  side  of  the  contemplated  road 
which  were  granted  by  the  Treaty  of  Browns- 
town, or  so  much  thereof  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Steretary  of  the  Treasury,  may  be  adequate  to  the 
object ;  and  in  which  bill  shall  also  be  inserted, 
among  other  things^  a  provision  or  provisions  that  I 
tlie  person  or  persons  so  contracted  with  do  complete  | 


the  said  road  witfam  a  reasontUe^.^^ 
bill  to  be  limited ;  that  such  pemir>^| 
stipulate  to  keep  said  road  id  good  yy^n^ 
during  a  number  of  yais,  lo  be  Ib  a  .  «^ 
fined  ;  and  also  that  the  person  orpv?  7 
tracted  with  do  also  five  bond,  ffis<*^ 
sureties,  for  the  faithfol  peTfomnecj. 
their  contract;  and  also  a  ponsm^j 
time  and  manner  in  which  the  tiiieiigE^ 
may  be  conveyed. 

AH  which,  together  with  thedoma^i 
2,  3,  and  4,  which  accompuf  tbmj 
which  they  pray  may  be  taken  ai^L-::. 
respectfully  submitted. 

No.  1. 

Whereas  a  grant  of  land  wis  akkr^ 
tribes  of  Indians,  at  a  treaty  heldfikK^z 
in  the  Territory  of  Michigan, ooit/Ap 
vember,  1808,  tor  locating  a  nnd  is ikJi 
the  rapids  of  the  Miami  of  the  bk\^» 
ern  line  of  the  Connecticut  ReRr.e.Kit 
to  run  southwardly  from  the  LjiaSa&ii 
the  boundary  line  established  iif  dels 
Green ville :  and  whereas thernds^^l 
dollars  was  appropriated  by  aaifl^'^^-i 
passed  December  12, 1811,  lor  ifefs»-^| 
fraying  the  expenses  of  eiploriaf,s.w2;c 
opening  the  same,  which  has  m^'^  ^ 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  tie ssjJJf-^  j 
some  cause  has  been  turned  owr»**^ 
appropriation,  or  yet  remains  awf =»  j 
Treasury  of  the  Uaiied  States;  ik»-     . 

Resolved  by  the  General  AsmHni^^'* 
That  our  Senators  and  Repo»f«^ 
gress  be  requested  to  use  tb«rJB»*''*J' 
sum  afor«;aid  laid  outononeor  W"J»^ 
mentioned  roads,  as  they  think  ^» 
vantageous  to  the  interests  of  tie  S«» 
sistent  with  the  original  affroP^,,vyi 

ResUved,  That  die  Govenet^^^ 
requested  to  forward  one  myj^ 
preamble  and  resoluuon  tottwci* 
and  Representatives  io  Co"«^jl-j. 
.he  Delegate  from^eT^"jJS,, 

allWtib®^ 

Febbuart  S8,  1820. 

I  certify  the  foregoinfl  »  "".^S 
the  original  roll,  retnainingonfittii; 

JOHN  McLBNE.feli'* 

No.  2. 

Washwoton  Ci;';- .j,c»| 
Sih:  In  reply  to  your  ii^""""^.* 
application  of  certain  B«»fT«'Q»|i'' ( 
oiit  and  make  certtin  <«•<>' <f'^ike»' 
Treaty  of  Brownstown,  1 1««  "  .^ 

iag  statement :  ,„,a  m,  Stcii^* 
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latia  wrote  me  (tlien  Qavernor  of  Olkio)  on  the 
subicct  of  that  road.  A  copy  of  bis  letter  is  here- 
with enclosed,  to  which  I  replied,  stating  to  him 
the  only  course  I  coald  pursue  in  making  the  road 
preparatory  to  the  march  of  the  northwestern  army 
under  General  Harri»«on.  As  it  was  a  state  of 
war,  and  the  road  to  Sandusky  altogether  through 
the  Indian  country,  no  contract  could  he  made  lor 
opening  the  road.  I  ordered  out  a  company  of 
frontier  militia,  who  opened  the  road,  thus  coup- 
ling the  defence  of  the  frontiers  with  the  making 
of  the  road.  This  was  done  in  the  autumn  of  1812. 
In  January,  I  received  from  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  $5,500,  of  which  I  expended  on  the 
road  $4,022  14,  before  the  march  of  the  army 
alluded  to.  Having  many  occasions  for  disburs- 
ing moneys  od  accouat  of  war  operations,  ihe  res- 
idue of  the  (5.500  was  applied  to  various  services, 
and  for  which  I  am  accountable  to  the  United 
States.  1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedi- 
ent servant,  R.  J.  M£IGS,  Jr. 
Joseph  Noursb,  Esq., 
RegisUr  of  the  Tnamify. 

No.  3. 

Extraa  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Letna  Casa  and 
General  Duncan  Mc Arthur  to  the  Secretary  of  War^ 
dated 

Miami  Rapios,  November  29, 1817. 

It  is  well  known  that  alon^  the  southern  mar- 
gin of  this  part  of  Lake  Brie  is  a  tract  of  wet 
land  which  always  presents  serious  difficulties  to 
the  traveller,  and  uequently  insurmountable  ob- 
stacles. 

From  Fort  Meigs,  for  many  utiles  towards  Ur- 
bana,  and  nearly  the  whole  distance  to  Lower 
Sandusky,  it  becomes  a  morass  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Black  Swamp.  To  reach  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan  from  any  part  of  the  settlements 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  by  land,  this  swamp  must 
be  crossed. 

No  description  can  convey  to  a  person  who  is 
unacquaioted  with  it  an  adequate  idea  of  the  dif- 
ficulties to  be  surmounted  before  a  tolerable  road 
can  be  formed  through  this  country.  Little  is 
hazarded  in  saying  that  individual  enterprise,  or 
the  operation  of  ordinary  causes,  will  not  accom- 
plish it  for  a  period  which  the  rapid  improvement 
of  the  United  States,  eeaerally,  would  leave  with- 
out a  parallel.  But  the  couoflry  from  the  extrem- 
ities of  this  swamp,  northward  to  Detroit,  and 
southward  and  eastward  to  the  settlements  in 
Ohio,  is  level  and  wet,  and  a  good  road  through 
it,  to  be  made  at  all,  must  be  made  at  the  national 
expense. 

The  events  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain 
upon  this  frontier  must  have  satisfied  every  reflect- 
ing person  that  a  good  road,  at  the  commencemeut 
of  that  war,  passing  from  the  interior  of  Ohio  to 
Detroit,  would  have  saved  to  the  nation  the  ex- 
penditure of  immense  sums  of  money,  and  would 
nave  rendered  the  reduction  of  that  place  at  any 
time  easy,  and  its  tenure  secure.  The  supplies  of 
provisions  and  the  munitions  of  war  necessary  to 
the  operations  of  the  army  upon  this  firontier  were 


transported  at  an  enormous  expense  of  time  afltf 
treasure,  and  the  principal  obstacles  opposed  W 
those  operations  resulted  from  the  nature  of  tkye 
country,  and  from  its  difficulty  of  access.  Thit 
tract  of  country,  in  its  present  situation,  rendeia 
the  Territory  ot  Michigan  an  insulated  point  upoA 
the  map  of  the  nation.  Its  approach  by  water  is 
uncertain,  temporary,  and,  fur  many  important 
purposes,  inconvenient.  By  land  it  is  difficult, 
tedious,  and  expensive.  In  any  future  war,  ita 
means  of  defence  must  be  derived  from  the  same 
States  which  were  called  upon  to  furnish  then 
during  the  past.  It  is  desirable,  therefore,  that  the 
difficulties  which  were  then  experienced  should 
be  removed,  and  that  the  possession  of  a  good 
road  should  enable  the  General  Government  swt 
any  time  to  throw  into  the  country  a  force  which 
would  render  it  safe  and  secure;  such  a  road 
would  remove  the  barriers  which  nature  has  ixir 
terposed,  and  would,  in  efi*ect,  approximate  thiB 
country  to  the  western  portion  of  the  Union,  and, 
connected  with  the  natural  advantages  it  no*> 
sesses,  would  insure  it  a  speedy  settlement,  ana  aa 
active  and  enterprising  population. 

But  a  road  irom  the  interior  of  Ohio  to  the 
lake  only,  would  not  answer  this  important  poi^ 
pose.  Lake  Erie  may  once  more  become  the  thea- 
tre of  desperate  exertion  and  skill  \  enterprise  and 
courage  may  not  again  be  rewarded  with  victory. 
But  were  our  naval  superiority  upon  this  lake  be- 
yond the  reach  of  accident,  it  should  be  still  ree- 
ollected  that  its  navigation  is  more  haaardooa 
than  that  of  the  ocean,  and  for  a  considerable  poiK 
tion  of  the  year  closed  or  impeded  by  the  ice. 

It  is  precisely  at  this  season,  with  the  exception 
of  a  short  time  in  the  middle  of  the  Winter,  that 
the  communication  by  land  is  most  difficult;  and 
the  obstacles  which  are  then  interposed  to  traver- 
sing the  country  in  any  direction  are  serious  and 
dangerous. 

Should  circumstances  destroy  our  naval  SQpeci- 
ority  upon  the  Upper  Lakes,  our  communication 
witn  Detroit  and  its  dependent  settlemeiits  could  he 
preserved  by  land  only,  and  our  possession  of  the 
country  would  in  a  great  degree  depend  upon  the 
facilities  which  the  roads  might  ofier  to  the  march 
of  troops,  and  to  the  transportation  of  their  niuni- 
tions  of  war,  baggage  and  provisions.  It  is  to  he 
hoped  that  such  an  occurrence  is  remote  \  but  xhk 
possibility  of  its  happening,  and  its  disastrous  coa- 
sequences,  should  we  be  found  unprepared,  furnish 
powerful  motives  to  provide,  as  far  as  human  wit- 
dom  can  do,  for  the  eyent. 

'By  completing  a  road  from  Sandusky  to  Detroit, 
considerable  progress  would  be  made  towards  opo^ 
ioff  a  great  national  communication  from  the  cap- 
ital to  one  of  the  extremities  of  the  Union.  Tne 
western  turnpike  from  Cumberland  to  the  Ohio, 
terminating  at  Wheeling,  would  leave  only  the 
portion  of  road  between  that  place  and  Sandusky 
to  be  made.  Future  enterprise  and  industry,  eithtr 
individual  or  national,  might  complete  the  work, 
and  it  would  equally  promote  the  varied  interconoe 
of  peace  and  the  important  operations  of  war. 

This  view  i&  prospective;  but  the  time  cannot 
be  remote  when  the  policy  of  connecting  the 
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^fyfett  i^ftrtB  of  this  tast  Republic  bjr  great  penoft- 
ttieBt  foads  will  be  felt  and  aokDowl€S^ed-~wben 
attch  a  poliey  shall  banish  local  jealousies  and  dis- 
«ordaii<  interests ;  shall  furnish  new  and  increased 
^ftvotltttes  for  priyate  induadry;  and^ball  add  strength 
mnd  wealth  to  the  resources  of  the  nation. 

'Ports  and  military  positions  along  a  remote  and 
«spdBed  frontier  will  furnish  little  protection,  unless 
cfhe  «ommunication  to  it  is  rendered  eaav  and  ex- 
peditious. A  great  leading  road,  such  as  the  nature 
ht  this  country  requires,  and  the  public  good  de- 
«iian<ki,  would  add  more  to  its  permanent  security 
than  any  other  defensive  measure  which  could  l^ 

wwpvcu* 

0ut  there  are  coaadderations  connected  with  the 
^Miaessfty  of  such  a  road  in  consequence  of  the 
Mture  of  the  country^,  of  its  importance  to  the  na- 
tioD  fdr  the  preservation  of  a  weak  and  important 
irontier,  and  of  the  improbability  that  such  a  road 
%iil  «ver  be  made  unless  some  portion  of  the  sen- 
(Ml  'resources  are  directed  to  this  object.  But, 
Tieiwed  exdusiyeiy  as  a  sulnect  affecting  the  reve- 
<Miej  there  can  be  no  doubt  out  its  operation  would 
be  larorable. 

^Ffom  the  settlements  in  Ohio  to  Detroit,  nearly 
the.  whole  country  is  the  property  of  the  United 
JltAtes.  Every  consideration,  either  of  a  fiscal  oor 
^i^itioal  nature,  demands  the  immediate  sale  and 
Settlement  of  this  land,  and  every  measure  is  im- 
fortanc  which  will  -facilitate  the  acquisition  of 
Mhcff  object.  Among  these  measures  the  most 
iObviotts  m  itself,  and  most  certain  in  its  result,  is 
tlMkopettin^of  a leadmg road.  In  any  countrv  this 
wpobi  be  important ;  in  this  country  it  is  absolutely 
•eBaasary.  Bule^  wiU  only  be  made  with  a  view 
i^ael^ements,  and  settleuient  will  be  aided  and 
iMMoUrayed  by  making  roads  where  the  population 
■of  theoouatry  will  long  be  unaUe  to  make  them. 

'There  is  little  difficulty  in  proposing  a  plan 
^hich  would  accomplish  this  object,  and  in  aH 
'l^rtftabflky  increase  the  actual  receipts  at  the  Trea- 
•auipy,  nfter  the  expenditures  which  may  be  neces- 
^nr  in  effeotinsr  it. 

■'  -f^revtous  to  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  were  the 
^ite^ef.m  permanent  well-made  road  located  from 
lihe'line  of  the^ract  recently  purchased  of  the  In- 
JUana  to  Detroit,  and  were  the  national  faith  pledged 
^r  its  completion  within  a  reasonable  period,  the 
'4ionlpetictien  excited  among  the  purchasers  to  pro- 
-(wre  <hc  land  in  the  i^icinity  of  this  road  would 
Attld  greatly  to  its  value.  Any  estimate  upon  this 
^Mibjeot  iBUst  be  loose  and  conjectural ;  but  when 
it  is  considered  that  this  road  would  pass  through 
ilands  the  property  of  the  United  States  for  at  least 
^iM!<huMlred  and  fifty  miles,  a  great  part  of  which 
-ft  lerdle  and  susceptible  of  compact  settlements, 
Jiod  muoh  of  which  is  equal  to  any  land  in  Ohio, 
(tCtcannot  be  doubted  but  it  will  enter  the  market 
!]vith  every  prospect  of  obtatninsr  a  price  far  exceed- 
)^  that  fixed  by  law.  It  would  not  be  necessary, 
ittMMder  to  secure  the  desired  object,  that  the  work 
<shottld  be  actually  commenced ;  every  purpose 
'mtodd  be  answered  by  determining  the  site  of  the 
road,  and  delaying  its  completion  till  sufficient 
ifiiada'for  that  purpose  were  neeeired  from  the  sale 
•of>theJaiMl*  ' 


'We  have  tiwveKM  out  of  the  ir»4j 
our  mission  in  bringinf  this  aabjeeitifi 
tion  of  the  Gk)TerDineiit,  bat  we  uii  j 
will  be  fcKiiid  in  its  vitu  imfnitioQ-.t^ 
tion  of  oUF  eountiy,  and  ia  the  eoi»b^ 
if  the  pKsent  eppoptunttjr  yum  imi^ 
produemf^  any  favorable  remit,  mm^ 
as  hopeless  eiFery  effort  taattaifl  it 

Coaaidered  as  the  meaas  of  iocraar^ 
tional  stren^b,  and  of  secoriog  tiiep»^ 
an  im^rtant  frontier,  weareaiivedc^^ 
exclusive  claim  to  toe  atteatioo  ef  ^  4 
Gbverament)  every  seetioDof  ikerMii 
equal  right  to  urge  its  elttms.  Bs^ri 
auy  none  ia  which  the  apcodiiae^c^ 
amount  would  be  ]Hfod«ctire  of  stp jn{ 
conseqiAenoes;  and  certainly  ib«R&s¥i^ 
is  weaker  in  itself,  or  moie  diSmhtd 
tion,  to  be  defended. 

But  when  it  is  recdleeted  thatai^iit 
from  the  line  of  the  purchase,  vuaiai 
frontier  settlement  of  the  Oiiofct»FJ 
river,  and  will  pass  through  a eoainitf.?| 
of  the  United  States,  except  oielsk^ 
tion,  and  a  few  tracts  whKh  JanHs.: 
I^ranted  at  Lower  Sandusky,  Foiiltei  uii 
nv^Eaisin,  the  efiect  et  sathimai' 
sale  of  the  land  is  a  fair  object  of  iifK^i^ 
it  is  helieyed  that  the  receipts  froafta--^. 
be  increased  by  it,  or  even  if  sociip  ** 
ful,  the  importance  «nd  necesatT«»«^ 
connected  with  other  coBsidaaiia*" 
justify  its  adaption. 

No.  4. 

Wuder  of  18lS-*i9,  Jy  Chf  %Krig^i^ 

The  alleged  intention  of  «kG««*;f^ 
minish  the  foroe  at  the  nulitiiT|«<«»^ 
would  seem  to  imply  that  thejjpoff*"' 
position  is  not  justly  appreeM»        ^ 

If  it  be  a  correct  propositioD  tog^ 
all  permanent  military  •"•■T^J^^i* 
pie  are  to  be  considered  in  ^^^i 
yerents,  then  I  consider  that  poflw''* 
miportance,  inferior  to  yfi^^-  -jjufe 

\\  juto  far  into  the  ^^'r^^^\^ 
the  roads  which,  running  pw«W'7,--nf  p\ 
or  the  shore  of  Lake  \nt^  ^^i% 
through  the  rapidly  }^^^i^ 
part  of  the  provmee  of  Uppff  ^  a^ 
tends  from  the  head  <rf  La  V»^l^ 
the  greater  part  of  those  8ettitfW'''l^j 
of  aW  foi^e  at  Detiwt  T^'gk 
that  country,  while  it  fa«»^«'^L«? 
the  rapid  advance  of  an  Amer>»n  ^ 
it,  protects  remarkably  '^'^^^^\^i!^ 

As  a  position  opposed  ^o  ib  ^]^4 
fensively,  I>etroit,Trehittenja  AeJ^^ 

site,isaWA»^    ^^^t^^ 
the  BHtish  country,  above  the  W^    ^i 

Lake  Brie,  lead  to,  and  tet^^l^  ^  /^ 
settlement  of  Sandwich  ;«epw 

commands  them.  ^  .ifgn  ^* 

check  the  Indkn  trito  ****  "^ 
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sala  of  Miehigav,  and,  cbmbtned  with  other  means, 
if  it  do  not  make  tbtm  allies,  will  at  least  neotral- 
ize  their  hoatility^. 

On  this  peninsala  there  must  he  (iill  one  thous- 
and Indian  warriors.  Mr.  Crooks,  Dr.  Turner, 
and  other  gentlemen,  eatimafe  them  to  be  more 
aumerous. 

The  routes  by^  whioh  these  Indians  ordinarily, 
and  almost  necessarily,  communicate  with  the 
British,  are  up  the  river  8t.  Joseph  of  Lake  Mich- 
igan, and  down  the  Huron  to  the  mouth  of  the  De- 
troit; and,  from  the  northern  extremity  of  it.  past 
the  sooth  extreme  of  Saginaw  bay,  to  the  heads 
of  river  Rouge,  and  over  to  the  Huron,  coming  in 
at  ihe  same  point,  opposite  Maiden ;  a  large  mili- 
tary force  here,  consequently,  cuts  off  this  commu- 
nication. 

This  position,  combined  with  that  of  Fort  Gra- 
tiot, commands  the  straits  of  St.  Clair  and  Detroit, 
and  not  only  secures  the  upper  country  against  the 
influence  ot  a  British  naval  superiority  on  Lake 
Erie,  but  secures,  also,  the  safety  of  that  avenue 
through  whieh  supplies  to  the  upper  post  most^  of 
necessity,  pass ;  for  it  is  firmly  belteved  that,  with- 
out almost  infinite  haeard  and  expense,  they  can- 
not pass  up  the  waters  of  the  Mississim)!.  Prom 
Indiana  to  Chica^  they  cannot  go,  lor,  through 
the  intervening  wtiderness  and  swamps,  not  even 
an  Indian  foot  path  has  been  explored ;  nor,  with- 
Mit  immiaeot  dang]or|  can  they  be  passed  from  Fort 
Waf  oe,  for,  Detroit  in  possession  of  the  enemy, 
the  whole  peninsula,  being  a  wilderness,  would  be 
an  enemy's  country. 

As  a  jpoiqt  from  which  to  invade  the  upper  pro- 
vince ot  Canada,  Detroit  is  then  of  importance; 
but  aa  a  shield  of  defence  for  the  uncovered  frontier 
>f  Ohio  and  Indiana,  as  the  only  pledge  of  security 
hr  the  upper  posts,  and  as  a  security  against  In- 
dian hostility,  its  importance  mast  be  manifest. 

Yet,  without  a  itrong  military  force,  this  im- 
portant barrier  may,  at  any  time,  be  taken  by  a 
NMip  d0  mcrin*  Its  inhabitants,  as  yet  not  probably 
sxceeding  about  eight  thousand,  are  located  in  one 
extended  and  iaeurvated  line  from  Lake  Huron  to 
Lake  Brie,  not  presenting  at  any  point  a  very  oom- 
>aet  settlement.  Theyliave  in  their  rear  the  In- 
lians  of  the  peninrala;  on  the  one  flank  a  dreary 
sxtent  of  lake  and  wilderness;  on  the  other,  an 
impervious  morass,  cutting  them  off  from  the  pop- 
ilation  of  Ohio;  while,  in  front,  good  and  practi- 
cable roads  lead  to  them,  up  which  the  concen- 
trating force  of  the  enemy  may  at  any  time  be 
i>rought  to  bear  upon  them,  now  inadequate, 
therefore,  is  the  country  to  the  object  of  its  own 
protection !  If  the  €K>vemment  had  not  heretofore 
closed  the  doors  of  the  country  against  a  sreater 
influx  of  inhabitants,  its  sitnation  would  be  less 
[jreoarioua.  Since  1887  the  Indian  title  over  a 
very  considemble  portion  of  the  country  has  been 
>xtiDgttished,  but,  until  about  the^ose  of  18l8,none 
>f  it  has  been  brought  into  market 

To  the  advantai^  indicated  by  this  view  of  the 
tabject,  of  locating  a  considerable  military  force 
lear  Detroit,  is  to  te  superadded  the  important  one 
>f  protecting  emigrants  now  comitur  ioi  and  for  the 
irst  time  penetrating  into  thd  had  cottntry,  from 


the  individual  acts  of  hostility  of  wandering  In- 
dians. Such  occasional  acts  of  hostility  are  to  be 
expected^  they  will  be  excited  by  intemiptiona 
upon  their  hunting  grounds.  And  still  ftnrther  ■ 
to  be  added  the  advantage  of  giving  effect  to  the 
project  of  nuiking  a  road  mrougb  the  Black  Swamp. 
This  is  a  work  which,  without  the  national  aid, 
will  hardly  be  effected  in  very  many  years.  The 
country  between  Fort  Meigs  and  oandosky  can- 
not be  settled  until  the  swamp  be  drained;  con- 
sequently, individual  labor  ujpon  the  road  cannot 
be  relied  upon.  The  State  or  Ohio  can  hardly  be 
expected  to  accomplish  it ;  for,  beyond  that  point, 
she  has  no  citizens  to  protect;  it  forms  her  bowid- 
ary  in  that  direction.  It  roost,  tlierefore,  be  a  na- 
tional work— a  work  which,  bad  it  been  effp^ed 
before  the  late  war,  would  have  saved  not  only  the 
degradation  of  a  capitulated  army,  but  also  many 
millions  of  money. 

It  is  verv  certain  that  a  perfectly  good  military 
road  may  oe  made  over  this  morass;  it  is  equally 
certain  that  the  greater  part  of  it  may  be  made 
capable  of  producmg  abundant  crops.  The  very 
act  of  making  a  durable  road  over  it  will  fit  a  con- 
siderable part  of  it  for  cultivation.  The  deep 
ditches  which  should  be  on  each  side  of  the  road, 
leading  into  the  many  streams  which  would  inter- 
sect that  road,  would  drain  a  very  considerable  part 
of  the  land  bordering  it  This  swamp  is  in  ^ne- 
ral  sufficiently  elevated,  consisting  of  a  basm  of 
hard  clay,  upon  which  is  bedded  a  thick  stratum 
of  the  most  fertile  black  loam.  The  currents  of 
the  frequent  streams  which  pass  through  it  are 
rapid,  and  the  height  of  their  banka  indicates  that 
the  general  surface  is  not  much  depressed. 

ir  the  object  of  securing,  by  means  of  such  a 
road,  to  the  post  of  Detroit  its  military  supplies, 
could  be  comoined  with  that  of  inducing  the  set- 
tlement of  the  intermediate  country,  the  advantage 
b  surely  worthy  of  notice,  as  it  regards  either  the 
military  or  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  nation. 


PAYMENT  FOR  PROPERTT  DESTBOYBD  BY 

THE  BRITISH. 

[QpQimvnicaAad  to  the  Howis,  iaaaaiiy  1%,  1890.] 
DBPARTMfiifT  or  War,  Jan,  11, 1880. 

Sia:  In  conformity  with  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  23d  ultimo,  di- 
recting the  Secretary  of  War  to  lay  before  that 
House  the  rules  and  regulations  established  by  the 
Commissioner,  and  adopted  by  the  War  Depiirt- 
ment,  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  ''  act  to 
authorize  the  payment  ibr  pro|)er|y  lost,  captured, 
or  destroyed  by  the  enemy  while  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  nur- 
poses,"  jMussed  the  9th  of  April,  1816,  particularly 
m  relation  to  horses  lost,  1  have  the  honor  to  Oransr 
mit,  herewith,  the  rules  and  regulatioos  required. 
I  have  the  honor  to  b^  dx* 

J.  C.  CALHOUtf. 

Hon.  U.  CuiVy  ap$ak$r  Homrn  0f  Mtp§> 


3iS8 


AFPQn>ia: 


gynfctftw  /y  tie  gvmwm  nUcftk^  Commit8umar  of 

CUUm,  dated  My^  1816. 

The  act  of  the  9tii  April,  1816,  aatborizing  the 
appoiatment  of  a  conuniiaioner  for  the  liquidation 
and  payment  of  claims  for  property  lost,  captured, 
or  destroyed  in  the  senrice  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purpoaes,  having  subjected  the  com- 
miftfioner  appointed  under  that  act  to  such  rules  as 
the  President  shall  prescribe  for  the  government 
of  his  conduct,  the  President,  upon  doe  considera- 
tion, has  been  pleased  to  direct  that  all  cases  com- 
prehended in  the  fifth  class  of  claims  under  the 
said  act  shall  be  referred  to  the  additional  ac- 
countant of  the  War  Department  before  any  de- 
cision shall  be  made  thereon,  in  order  to  ascertain 
whether  the  fame  shall  not  have  been  previously 
satisfied. 


P49MKt>'  Pf9p$ttif  dainpwd  by  tke  MM. 


Approved : 


WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
JAMES  MONROB. 


SupplemerUary  reffuUUions. 
The  evidence  of  officers  of  the  late  army,  and 
the  certificates  of  those  now  in  service,  taken  under 
the  original  regulations  prescribed  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Claims,  mubt  state  whether  any  certifi- 
cate or  voucher  in  relation  to  such  claim  ha:»  been 
heretofore  given,  within  the  knowledge  of  the  wit- 
ness, or  of  the  officer  whose  certificate  is  required. 
The  claimant  must  also  state,  on  oath,  whether 
he  has  received  any  voucher,  and  account  for  its 
non-production  where  anv  has  been  obtained.  In 
all  casps,  the  name  of  the  officer  by  whom  the 
voucher  was  given,  and  its  date,  as  nearly  as  can 
be  ascertained,  must  be  disclosed. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
Approved:  JAMES  MONROE. 


Departhent  of  War,  Sept,  7, 1816. 

Sir:  The  President  has  been  pleased  to  direct 
that  the  occupation  of  houses  and  buildings  by  the 
military  force  of  the  United  States  is  embraced 
by  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  "to  authorize 
the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy  while  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and 
that  com|)ensation  shall  be  allowed  for  damages 
sustained  in  consequence  of  such  occupancy,  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  such  houses  and  buildings  had 
been  occupied  as  a  military  deposite  under  the 
authority  of  an  officer  or  agent  of  the  United 
States.    I  have  the  honor,  &c, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

R.  B.  Leb,  Esq.,  C<mmi8ei(mer, 

Department  of  War,  Sept.  19, 1816. 

Sir:  In  looking  over  some  of  the  cases  referred 
by  you  to  the  accountant,  it  has  occurr«i  to  me 
that  the  public  interest  requires  that  some  addi- 
tional regulations  should  be  made  to  guard  the 
Govern  men  t  against  imposition. 

In  some  cases,  the  evidence  discloses  the  name 
of  the  officer  by  whose  authority  the  impressment  I 
of  the  property  for  which  compensation  is  claim- 1 


ed  lias  beeD  nude;  ia  odbcrs,  thociy^sj 
closure,  in  thefirstcMjWlieretiKr^:^ 
cate  of  the  officer,  or  kis  evidc&cp,t.«^ 
it  b  bat  a  reftaoiiahlepRcaBtioii,(o{^.^ 

r'nst  inapositiony  tbat  his  tfiiB:i;| 
ined.  to  the  second,  tjie  erasy] 
me  to  be  too  loose  to  josdff  u  ivf:.  -i 
the  claimant.  The  name  of  tke  (^ 
authority  the  property  has  beea  tu*  i 
venient  certainty  as  to  thetisieaitk 
be  disclosed,  to  enable  the  GonrsBc  _ 
the  benefit  of  his  testiniony.  buy .» 
which  I  have  looked  into,  tfaeioBa:  r 
been  sustained  by  the  ooaDtluiCGJfcvj 
of  the  soldiers,  and  does  not  ease  r^-: 
visions  of  the  law. 

The  case  of  charges  for  atteo^^fli  v 
appears  to  me  to  Ik  liable  to  ika^'C. 
The  -witnesses  in  some  cases  npajt 
the  fact  of  impresameol,  where utkii: 
impossible,  to  conceive  how  i^s&a 
have  existed. 

Under  all  these  cireamstaBca^lkRcs?^ 
it  to  be  my  duty  to  submit  toitvi£tiii 
the  President  the  propriety  oTiiinrs'-L^' 
cases  of  property  impre^  nm^'^  | 
provisions  oi  the  law,  the  wku^^-'I 
officer  by  whose  aathohty  it  Jiiskssj::;| 
be  disclosed  in  the  e7ideace,u^^>''| 
mony  of  such  officer  shall  beobtus^'^-^; 
mission  er,  where  it  is  pnctiabie.]?^^ 
cision  sbadl  be  made  in  lam  of  s^sit ' 
that  the  case  of  charges  forattwfefi'^ 
and  the  loss  or  destiractioD  of  pnpe^'^^ 
authorized  acts  of  thesoldicrf^^*^*' 
provisions  of  the  law.   In  ams^^^' 
cation,  I  feel  it  my  duty  todwrreslaiis 
ecution  of  an  act  giving  satka^'^'r 
tion,  under  rules  formed  wiAodie^ 
would  have  been  estxaor^^J^}^ 
had  been  foreseen  and  pnMr^  ^ , 
tions  thus  digested.    Intl«»»«?S 
cal  essay,  ddects  will  D«*f  "ij^io 
in  practice,  which  expenaav^^       j 
remove.    1  have  the  honor  to^*j^^  | 

R.  B.  Lbb,  Esq.,  Cbswi**  [ 

I 

War  DEPAiast^O^ ; 


Sir;  Pursuant  to  the  ^udop- 
"act  making  provision  ^orV^^^. 
or  destroyed  by  the  eomywjj^^^; 
service  of  the  United  »^**»T^s;#'l 
poses,"  the  President  has  ieen  V^^^^l 

That  the  first  and  second  f^^ti^\ 
act  do  npt  embrace  the  e^^^^i^ai-^i 
bur  army;  and  tbat  the  m^  •  ^i^\ 
officer  may  have  taken  wj"»  ^^^t^^^' 

or  which  he  may  ^^^^  ^iT^ it!&'^ 
keep,  is  not  comprehended  ??  ^j^jj^j^ 
pressed  or  by  contract,"  wed  ">  J^^ 
*^  That  the  VovisioBso/ lie  ^^^^ 

onlv  to  losseT r«ultiD^fr(^^^^^^ 
or  from  the  failure  of  the  W^"* 
the  necessary  forage 
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JRiysiM^  ybr  JVvpirty  deatmptd  hy  ^  BriML 


That  die  niath  section  of  the  act  extends  only 
to  cases  of  destruction  of  property  by  the  enemy 
which  are  justifiable  by  the  laws  of  civilized  war- 
fare. That  the  occupation  of  houses  or  buildings 
IS  places  of  military  deposite,  or  by  an  armed  force, 
OQUst  be  continued  up  to  the  time  of  destruction. 
That  the  occupation  of  bouses  or  buildings  by  an 
u-med  force  for  a  night,  upon  a  march,  is  not 
within  the  meaning  of  the  said  section,  unless  in 
the  immediate  presence  of  an  enemy.  That  no 
compensation,  t^  way  of  interest,  rent,  or  dam- 
iffes,  can  be  allowed  under  the  act  for  the  time 
which  elapses  between  the  destruction  of  the  prop- 
erty and  the  decision  of  the  Commissioner.  That 
the  act  does  not  extend  to  the  case  of  consequen- 
tial injury  resultiog  from  the  destruction  of  houses 
}r  buildings  under  the  ninth  section.  No  com- 
pensation can,  therefore,  be  allowed  for  the  de- 
struction of  houses  or  buildings  not  occupied  as  a 
military  deposite,  or  by  a  military  force.  That, 
n  all  cases  of  doubt,  or  of  great  importance,  the 
[Commissioner  shall  submit  the  evidence  to  the 
Glxecutive  before  any  decision  is  made. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 


R.  B.  Lee,  Esq.,  CammisHoner, 


War  Department,  Oct.  30, 1816. 

Sir  :  Your  communications,  dated  the  25th  and 
(Sth  of  this  month,  have  been  submitted  to  the 
'resident,  who  has  instructed  me  to  say  that  the 
bird  section  of  the  act  to  authorize  the  payment 
or  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed,  dec,  will 
lot  justify  the  payment  ot  claims  for  partial  inju- 
ies  to  oxen  or  horses.  I  am  also  instructed  by 
he  President  to  request  that  you  will  suspend  all 
lecisinns  under  the  ninth  section  of  the  above- 
aentioned  act  until  further  advised. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

R.  B.  LoE,  Esq.,  Commissioner. 


War  Department,  Sept.  27, 1816. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  the  ninth  section  of  the  act 
f  April,  1816,  for  compensating  claims  for  prop- 
rty  lost,  captured,  dbc.,  during  the  late  war,  the 
^resident  has  been  pleased  further  to  direct  that, 
d  cases  of  property  alleged  to  have  been  impresied 
r  taken  by  public  authority  for  the  use  or  subsist- 
nce  of  the  Army,  the  name  and  rank  of  the  officer 
y  whom  or  by  whose  order  such  impressment 
ball  have  been  made  shall  be  disclosed  in  the  evi- 
ence  of  the  claimant,  and  no  decision  shall  be 
lade  in  his  favor  until  the  evidence  of  such  offi- 
er  shall  be  obtained  in  the  case,  unless  it  shall 
pfpear  that  such  evidence  cannot  be  obtained  by 
!ie  Commissioner.  The  President  has  also  direct- 
d  that  the  said  act  does  not  extend  to  cases  of 
ro|verty  destroyed  by  the  irregular  conduct  of  the 
3ldiery,  nor  to  expenses  incurred  by  individuals 
I  attending  to  sick  or  disabled  soldier*. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

R.  B.  LsB,  Esq.,  Commissumir, 


Dbpabtment  of  War,  Dee.  16^  IBVk 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  inform 
you  tnat.  under  existing  circumstances,  it  is  thought 
proper  that  no  final  decision  be  made  in  any  case 
now  depending,  or  that  may  be  exhibited,  under 
the  act,  &c.  You  will,  however,  proceed  to  pre- 
pare and  arrange  all  such  cases  for  decision  when 
it  shall  be  deemed  proper. 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 
R.  B.  Lee,  Esq.,  Commissioner. 


Department  op  War,  Jan.  1, 1817. 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  President  to  inform 
you  that  it  is  not  deemed  expedient  to  deduct  from 
the  amount  which  you  may  allow  to  any  individ- 
ual for  the  loss,  capture,  or  destruction  of  his  horse, 
such  sum  as  may  nave  been  paid  him  for  the  use 
and  risk  of  such  horse.    I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

R.  B.  Lee,  Esq.,  Commissumer, 


Ofpice  op  Claims  &c., 

Waskinffton,  March  26, 1817. 

By  the  act  passed  on  the  9th  day  of  April  last, 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  pro- 
perty lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
while  ID  the  military  service  oi  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  all  claims  provided  for  by 
the  said  act  must  be  presented  at  tnis  ofiSce  on  or 
before  the  9th  day  ol  April,  in  the  year  1818;  a% 
if  not  presented  within  that  period,  ihey  cannot  be 
received,  examined,  and  decided  on  at  this  ofiice. 

First  class  of  cases. 

The  claims  provided  for  by  the  said  act  are,  1st. 
"Any  volunteer  or  draughted  militiaman,  whether 
of  cavalry,  mounted  riflemen,  or  infantry,  who,  in 
the  late  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  has  sustained  damage  by  the  loss  of  any 
horse  which  was  killed  in  Dattle,  or  which  has 
died  in  consequence  of  a  wound  therein  received, 
or  in  consequence  of  failure,  on  the*  part  of  the 
United  States,  to  furnish  such  horse  with  suffi- 
cient forage  while  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  value  of 
such  horse."  This  provision  comprehends  three 
descriptions  of  cases : 

1st.  A  horse  killed  in  battle. 

2d.  A  horse  dying  in  consequence  of  a  wound 
received  in  battle. 

3d.  A  horse  dying  in  consequence  of  not  being 
furnished  with  sumcient  forage  by  the  United 
States. 

To  substantiate  a  claim  of  either  description: 

1.  The  order  of  the  Government  authorizing 
the  employment  of  the  corps  to  which  the  original 
claimant  belonged,  or  the  subsequent  acceptance 
of  such  corps,  or  approbation  of  its  employment, 
must  be  produced. 

2d.  The  certificate  of  the  officer  or  survivinff 
officer  commanding^  the  claimant  at  the  time  (? 
the  accident  on  which  the  claim  is  founded,  which 
certificate,  if  not  ^[iven  while  the  officer  was  in  the 
service  of^  the  United  States,  must  be  sworn  to; 


aisT 
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ao^  in  every  ema&  it  mvat.if  jwoticrtlc,  state  the 
tiieo  value  of  the  bone  so  killed  or  dyiog.  Qelbre 
any  other  evidence  will  be  received,  the  claimant 
Biist  make  oath  that  it  i9  not  in  bin  power  to  pro- 
cure that  which  is  above  specified,  a&d  that  the 
evidence  which  he  shall  produc^in  lieu  thereof  is 
the  best  which  he  is  able  to  obtain.  In  every  case, 
the  evidence  must  be  on  oath,  and  the  value  of  the 
hone  so  killed  or  dying  ascertained.  All  evidence 
offered  must  be  taken  and  autheatica^ed  in  the 
manner  hereinafter  directed,  and  in  all  these  cases, 
the  claimant  must  declare,  on  oath^  that  he  has 
not  received  another  horse  from  any  officer  or 
ageftt  of  Gtoveniment  in  lieu  o#  the  one  lost. 

&conJ  dau  of  cxua. 

"  Any  person,  whether  of  cavalry,  or  mounted 
riflemen,  or  volunteers,  who,  in  tbe  late  war  afore- 
said, has  sustained  damage  by  tbe  loss  of  a  horse, 
in  consequence  o£  the  owner  thereof  being  dis- 
mounted, or  separated  and  detached  from  the  same 
by  order  of  the  commanding  officer,  or  in  conse- 
quence of  the  rider  being  killed  or  wounded  in 
battle,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  tbe  value  of  such 
horHc  at  the  time  he  was  received  into  tbe  public 
aervice."  This  class  comprehends  two  descrip- 
tions of  cases : 

Ist  When  the  owner  has  been  dismounted,  or 
aniarated  and  detached  from  such  hocse  by  order 
^the  eommaadinjB^  officer. 

3d.  When  the  rider  has  been  killed  or  wounded 
in  battle,  and  the  horse  lost  in  consequence  thereof. 

The  same  evidence,  in  all  respects,  which  is  re- 
iinired  in  the  first  class  of  cases,  will  be  nequirnl 
in  this. 

Tfnrd  dost  ef  cases. 

'^  Any  person  who,  in  the  late  war  aforesaid,  has 
rastained  damage  by  the  loss,  capture,  or  deatrac- 
tion,  by  an  enemy,  of  any  horse,  mule,  or  ox, 
wagon,  cart,  boat,  sleigh,  or  harness,  vrhile  such 
propertjr  was  employed  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,  either  by  impressment  or  by 
contract,  except  in  cases  where  the  risk  to  which 
the  propeity  would  be  exposed  was  agreed  to  be 
incurred  by  the  owner,  if  it  shall  appear  that  such 
loss,  capture,  or  destruction  was  without  any  fault 
or  niq^ligence  of  the  owner ;  and  any  person,  during 
the  time  aforesaid,  who  has  sustained  damage  by 
the  death  of  Huch  hors&  mule,  or  ox,  iti  consequence 
of  failure  on  the  part  or  the  United  Suites  to  furnish 
sufficient  ibrage  while  in  the  service  aforesaid, 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  value  thereDf.**  This 
elass  comprehends  two  cases: 

1st.  The  loss  br  destruction  of  property  by  an 
enemy,  taken  by  impressment  or  engaged  by  con- 
tract m  the  military  service  of  the  United  States, 
feeing  either  a  horse,  a  mule,  an  ox,  wa^n,  cart, 
boat,  sleigh,  or  harness,  excepting  articles  for 
which  the  owners  had  agreed  to  run  all  risks,  or 
which  were  lost  or  destroyed  by  fault  or  negli- 
gence of  the  owners. 

2d.  When  a  horse,  mule,  or  ox,  so  taken  or  em- 
ployed, has  died  from  the  faOure  of  the  United 
States  to  iiirnish  sufficient  forage. 

In  the  first  of  these  cases,  the  claimant  vacaU  pn>> 
fiiice  the  certificate  of  the  officer  6r  agent  of  the 


Unttad  States  wboiapecieA  ar  ooamaicrf  lor  the 
property  aboie  mentbned,  «k1  of  the  offiear  or 
sorvivtng  offioer  under  whoea  iauaediale  con* 
maad  it  was  taken  or  dcstraywd  hy  aa  eneaif. 
Sooh  oertilicafeps,  if  sueh  officers  or  agents  at  tbe 
tiske  of  ffiving  them  be  not  in  (he  miittaty  srvico 
of  the  United  Staifti,  nuiPt  beswons  lo^  and  nmt 
positively  state  tha<  the  property  waa  not  loaiar 
deslrayed  through  the  fault  or  acgUgeoee  of  the 
owner,  and  that  the  owner  did  not  a^rve  to  ma 
all  rihki«  Furthermore,  the  naaal  rate  of  hire  a£ 
the  armies  ao  impressed  or  eoatiacted  for  in  rha 
cottMtry  in  which  ihef  were  empkjfoi  mast  be 
stated. 

Ja  the  second  case,  the  cerlificale  of  i^  offiev 
or  agent  of  the  United  States,  under  whose  con^ 
mand  such  horse,  mole,  or  ox  was  employed  atthi 
time  of  his  death,  must  be  pnodoeed. 

Before  any  other  evideoee  will  hereoeired,  the 
claimant  must  make  oath  that  it  ia  naiia  his  power 
to  produce  that  which  iaabuveapeoified;  and,  Ibr- 
ther,  that  the  evidence  which  he  oHera  in  Viea 
thereof  is  the  best  which  he  is  able  to  ohtain.  Ia 
every  aase,  the  evidence  most  state  distioctif  the 
time,  place,  and  manner  of  the  losa^  and  the  value 
thereof. 

Fbwth  ekm  if  cans. 

"  Any  person  who,  doling  the  late  war,  has  actd 
in  tbe  military  service  of  the  United  States  as  a 
volunteer  or  draughted  militiaman,  and  who  has 
furnished  himself  with  arms  or  acoootrcmeBt%and 
has  sustained  loss  by  the  capture  or  destruction  of 
them,  without  any  fault  or  negligence  on  hisrairt, 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid  tbe  value  thereof.*  This 
class  comprehends  two  cases: 

]st.  Ti^e  loss  of  such  arms  or  accootrc&ems  \m 
the  enemy. 

2d.  The  loss  of  the  same  articles  in  any  other 
way,  without  the  fault  or  nejglmnoe  of  the  owner. 

This  provision  does  not  include  the  clothing  of 
soldiers,  or  the  clothing  and  arms  of  offieen^  who^ 
in  all  services,  furnish  at  their  own  risk  their  own. 
The  same  evidence  in  all  respects  is  rvquired  in 
this  as  in  the  first  class;  and,  moreover,  that  the 
lobs  did  not  happen  from  the  hull  or  negligence 
of  the  owner. 

F^ciMs<fmM»^ 

''  When  any  property  has  been  Lm^cesaed  or 
taken  W  puhlic  authority  foe  ika  une  or  aobsasi- 
eB«e  of  the  ^rray  during  the  lata  wax,  and  the 
swm  fihall  have  been  desuoyed,  lost,  or  consumed, 
the  owner  of  suph  property  shall  ba  paid  iha  vaiue 
thereof,  ded^ctii^  thejefron  tho.aiDottttt  whicA  haa 
been  paid,  or  may  he  claimed,  for  the  use  and  riak 
of  the  saine  whik  in  the  service  afofasaid." 

This  proviaioa  relates  to  e«e9;y  aipaciei  of  pro^ 
eity  taken  or  impressed  for  the  use  wid  aafasttteiMa 
of  the  aro^y  not  comprehended  in  anf  oC  tike  pre- 
ceding claeses,  and  which  shaU  havo  been  in  aar 
manner  destroyed,  lost,  or  ooosunoetl  hf  the  aiM 
inetadiag  in  its  soope  all  kiadaof  pro viMOBs^ibfar^ 
fuel,  articles  (or  ahithiag,  blaofcaia.  am^Mdaa- 
munitioo^n  fact,  every  thinnr  jv>r  tbe  use  and 
equipment  of  an  army.  In  all  these  casts,  the 
certificates  of  the  dffieen  or  s^gaa^t^of  c^Qa&led 
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taking:  ov  imoraniiig  any  of  the  aforenaid  | 
',  authentieatra  bf  tbe  officer  eonmaDding  • 
rp6  Ibr  wboM  use  they  were  taken  or  ia-  j 
.and,  fiirCberitiore,of  the  officers  and  ag€«U 
cvbose  eeromand  the  se«ie  were  destroyed, ' 
consBmed,  specifying  the  value  of  the  arti- 
taken  or  impressed,  and  destroyed,  lest,  or 
led,  and  if  any  payment  has  been  made  for 
i  of  the  same,  and  the  amount  of  such  pay- 
must  be  furiHshed ;]  and,  if  no  payment  has 
lade,  the  eertifieatv  must  state  that  none  has 
lade. 

>re  any  other  evidenee  witt  he  reeeived,  the 
int  must  name  the  person  taking  or  impress- 
ch  prc^rty,  and  show  that  it  is  impractica- 
procure  that  which  is  above  sptnsified ;  and, 
r^  that  the  evidence  which  he  offers  hi  Hen 
f  is  the  best  which  he  is  able  f^rohtainv 
ler  this  provision,  no  claim  can  be  admitted 
y  article  which  has  not  been  taken  by  the 
of  the  commandant  of  the  corps'for  whose 
may  be  stated  to  have  been  taken.  Foranfy 
:  not  so  authorized,  the  party^  redress  is 
it  the  peirson  committing  it. 

Sixth  (and  last)  cUus  of  ouss. 

''hen  any  person,  dvring  the  late  war,  has 
ned  damage  by  the  destruction  of  hia  bease 
Iding  by  the  enemy,  while  the  same  was  oc- 
I  as  a  military  depostte  under  the  authority 
officer  or  agent  of  the  United  States,  he 
tie  allowed  or  paid  the  amount  of  such  dam- 
rovided  it  shall  appear  that  such  occupation 
he  cause  of  its  destruction.'^ 
this  case  the  certificate  of  the  officer  or  agent 
e  Uuited  States,  under  whose  authority  any 
house  or  building  was  occupied,  must  be  fbr- 
d.  Before  any  other  evidence  as  to  this  fiiet 
>e  received,  the  claimant  must  name  the  per- 
nder  whose  authority  such  house  or  building 
occupied,  and  show  that  it  is  impracticable  to 
ire  such  certificate,  and  that  the  evidence 
b  he  shall  offi-r  in  lieu  thereof  is  the  best  which 
able  to  obtain. 

rthermore,  in  all  caaessubmitled  tothis  office, 
claim  must  be  accompanied  by  a  statement,  on 
by  every  claimant,  of  all  sums  which  he  may 
received  on  account  of  such  claim,  from  any 
*r,  agent,  or  department  of  the  Gevemmeat 
e  United  States;  and  where  be  has  received 
iag,  that  fiiet  must  also  be  stated^  oa  oath 
im. 

will  be  particularly  acted  by  claiaiaats  that 
>ri>ceding  rules  of  evidence  generally  and  more 
;iully  apply  to  datms  whieli  shall  not  exceed 
mount  two  hundred  dolhirs;  and  that  in  aU 
i  in  which  the  claims  in  amount  shall  exeeed 
hundred  dollars,  a  special  commissioner  will 
tnployred  to  take  testimony,  but  in  theae  eases, 
ir  as  it  »hall  be  practicable,  the  same  rales  of 
enoe  will  be  observed. 

I  all  cas«s  in  which  the  officers  or  agems  of 
United  States  shall  have  taken  or  impressed 
terty  for  the  military  service  of  the  'United 
;es,  which- property  so  taken  or  impressed  shall 
»  been  paid  for  by  them  om-^OthelsrpriiPifte 


ftmdsi  er  the  valoe  thereof  recovered  ftom  tkem  hi 
doe  eourae  of  law,  sach  officers  or  affento  are  eiili>- 
tied  to  the  same  remuneration  to  which  the  origi- 
nal owners  of  such  property  would  be  entitled  if 
such  payment  or  recovery  had  not  been  made,  and 
can  settle  their  claims  at  this  office,  producing  an- 
theatic  Touchers  for  such  payment  or  recovery. 
Nor  will  any  original  claimants  be  paid  througk 
this  office,  till  they  release  all  claims  sigaiast  suok 
officers  or  agents  of  the  United  States  on  account 
of  such  taking  or  impressBNiit 

In  evetj  case  no  claim  will  be  paid  b«t  to  the 
person  originally  entitled  to  receive  the  same,  or^ 
in  case  of  his  death,  to  his  legal  representative,  or, 
in  either  event,  attorney  duly  appointed.  When 
attorney^ shall  he  emplofed,  it  is  recommended  to 
the  parties  interested  to  have  their  powers  executed 
in  due  form, 

AU  evidence  offered  must  be  sworn  to  (except 
the  certificates  of  officers  who,  at  the  time  of  giv- 
ing them,  shall  be  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States)  before  some  judge  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  ,ti^6.  States  or  Territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  or  mayor  or  chief  magistrate  of  any 
city«towp,  or  borough  within  the  samc^  notary 
public,  or  a  justice  c7  the  peace  of  any  State  or 
Territory  of  the  United  States,  duly  authorized  to 
administer  oaths,  of  which  authority  poof  must 
he  furnished,  either  by  a  certificate  under  the  s^ 
of  any  Stale  or  Territory,  or  the  clerk  or  prothon- 
otary  of  any  court  withm  the  same.  But  the  seal 
of  any  city,  town^  or  borough,  or  the  attestation  of 
any  judge  of  the  United  States,  will  require  no 
further  authentication. 

By  the  law  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  the  va- 
rious articles  described  in  the  third  class  of  cases 
are  to  be  paid  for,  not  only  on  the  contingency  of 
their  being  >*  taken  and  destroyed"  by  the  enemy, 
and,  in  the  case  of  horses^  mules,  and  oxen,  on  tl^ 
contingency  of  their  dyinff  "in  consequence  of 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  furnish 
sufficient  forage.'!  but  whenever  the  loss  shall  hap- 
pen from  any  otaer  cause  while  the  property  was 
in  the  military  aervioe  of  the  United  States,  "with- 
out any  fault  or  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
owner,"  except  i^  cases  where  the  riw  to  which 
the  property  woujkl .  be  exposed  was  agreed  to  be 
incurred  by  the  owne^. 

By  the  ^rBt  seotipn  of  the  last-meationed  laW)  it 
is  alao  provided  tihat  theniiith  section  of  the  first- 
mentioned  act,  of  the  Otk  of  April,  1816.  oompra- 
heading  the  f ixth .  class  of  cases,  "  shall  be  con- 
strued to-ejifji^^qxiiyip  houses  or  other  buildings 
occupied  by  the  Qf4/f^t  ofaapfficer  or  agent  of  the 
United  States  as  a  place  of  deposite  for  military 
or  naval  stores,  or  as  barracks  for  the  military 
forces  of  the  United  States."  In  all  the  cases 
arising  under  the  ninth  section,  thus  modified  and 
explained,  ^' facts  eschblished  hy  the  evidence  in 
each  case  are  to  be  reported  "  to  Congress  as  soon 
as  may  be,  that  such  provision  may  be  made  for 
the  Telief  the  respective  claimants  as  shall  be 
deemed  ju^andpropev.^' 

It  is  earnestly  rMommetded  to  claimants  of 
every-de^ption  to  eonform  Mrictly  to  the  direo- 
tions  containediBlilln  W^*    ^  "^  ^^''^  ^^^"^ 
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freheaded  in  the  fifth  clas»  of  cases  especially,  the 
tastimoay  of  the  officer  impressing  or  taking  the 
property  cannot  be  dispensed  witfa|  unless  it  be 
proved  to  be  impracticabte  to  obtain  it.  In  every 
case  he  must  be  named.  It  is  also  recommended 
to  claimants  to  estimate  their  damages  at  the  most 
reasonable  valuation,  as  extravagant  valuations 
create  distrust,  and  in  such  instances,  will  compel 
the  commissioner  to  rei*ort  to  further  investigation, 
and  consequently  will  induce  delay. 

All  persons  who  have  business  with  this  office 
are  requested  to  address  their  letters  to  the  sub- 
scriber as  commissioner,  which  will  be  transmit- 
ted free  of  postage. 

RICHARD  BLAND  LEE, 

Cenmisrioner  of  Clainu,  ^e. 


Department  or  War,  April  23,1817. 

Sir  :  Your  communications  of  the  31st  oi  March 
and  of  the  19th  instant  having  been  submitted  to 
the  President,  I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that 
the  decision  of  the  Attorney  General  in  the  ease 
of  Joseph  Anderson,  which  excludes  ^  houses  and 
buildings"  from  the  operation  of  the  fifth  section 
of  the  ^'  act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property 
lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  tne  enemy  whUe  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  and  which  limits  the  terms  used 
in  that  section  to  personal  or  moveable  property 
as  distinct  from  real  estate,  is  not  considered  as 
eitendiog  to  growing  crops  of  grain,  grass,  vege- 
tables, or  growing  timber,  which  may  have  been 
taken  by  public  authority  for  the  use  or  subsist- 
ence of  the  army — the  act  of  taking  in  such  cases 
implying  a  severance  from  the  ground,  and  a  con- 
sequent change  in  the  nature  ofthe  property.  The 
mere  occupation  of  private  buildings  by  troops  for 
temporary  accommodation,  on  a  march  for  exam- 
ple, is  not  thought  by  the  r resident  to  be  such  an 
occupation  as  would  bring  them  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  terms  used  in  the  first  section  of  the 
amendatory  act  passed  the  dd  of  March  last,  as  a 
continued  possession  for  some  time  would  do ;  but 
as  the  cases  arising  under  that  section  are  all  to 
be  submitted  to  Congress,  and  not  to  this  Depart- 
ment, for  final  decision,  the  President  sees  no  ob- 
jection to  your  acting  on  the  construction  which 
you  have  given  to  the  words  ''as  barrack"  used  in 
that  section,  because.  Congress  being  in  possession 
of  the  facts,  each  particular  case  will  determine 
how  far  the  temporary  occupation  of  a  building 
may  make  it  a  barrack.     I  have  the  honor,  dbc, 

GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

R.  B.  Lbe,  Esq.,  Ckminisnoner. 


LOSSES  SUSTAINED  DURING  THE  INVA- 
SION OF  LOUISIANA  BY  THE  BRITISH 
IN  1814-1816. 

[CommuDieated  to  the  House,  March  23,  1820.] 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Coaiinittee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  ^<An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Franeis  B*  LongfiUe^''  reported: 


Tbat  the  bill  is  intended  topror?!;^ 
property  said  to  havebeoi  destrofB-je^ 
borhood  of  New  Orleans  during  t^*^) 
the  enemy  in  1814-1815,  aad  wt;  ,^ 
pancy  of  the  troops  of  the  Uoitd^o. 

In  support  of  the  claim  is  ihesS^..  '^ 
ard  Relf,  Benjamin  Morgan,  mh*: 
who  state  that,  ^  after  tbe  retra:  .v^ 
they  were  appointed  by  the  qoariQ^«^ 
under  an  order  from  General  Jick-.N- 
the  nature  and  amount  of  tiieiiasei«: 
several  persons  j"  that "  they  rejuB*  •  * 
try  seat  of  Francis  B.  Loi^ill^r.^. 
careful  and  minute  examioaU(nlc:^-^ 
they  have  found  and  estimated  htm 
to  bis  real  estate  as  follows: 
Damages  done  to  thedweUing-lrnxf 

cupied  as  quarters  by  QenenlCr.F : 
Damages  to  the  store-house  -    - 

The  following  buildings  eM} 
stroyed: 
A  com*nouse         -  -    -    • 

An  out-house  27  by  25  feet  -  •  ' 
A  kitchen  and  small  house  ad joiiaf  ' 
A  bake-house 

A  stable         

15  acres  of  standing  fence  -  ^ 
22  acres  post-and^rail  fence  -    -    • 


Total 


pi 


General  Carroll,  in  a  letter  ioG»^ 
of  the  4th  of  March,  1815,  sljs: 

"  The  owner  of  the  planUiioBisi'^; 
pied  by  mens  quarters  during («i»i-r 
below  New  Orleans  has  calWoFj;.; 
the  damages  he  sustained.  Itofffc-i-^ 
mark,  that  a  fine  garden,  his  ooNk**-; 
of  them,  and  ail  his  fences  wm^;;^ 
stroyed;  his  dwelling-house wi*^*;. 
seven  or  eight  18-pouod  w^J^^l 

There  is  no  doubt  but  the  Df^;- 
the  claimant  has  been  verf  "»"^^ 
entitled  to  relief,  it  may  «»f-;-^ 
whether  it  is  practicable  to  oW^,^ 
data  from  which  to  ascetttu^^ 

those  which  he  has  ft"'°'*^Ja»'tt^' 
This  being  one  of  a  IwjJ^^iKoftf'. 
great  apparent  hardship  aBl»»^^J^  ^-^ 
of  the  committee,  do  not  WR  ^^.t 
settled  by  Congress  whichj^**  r^i^^> 
allowance;  and  the  other KO»^zi^- 
ture  baviag  come  to  a  decwflj""  ^.^ 
mittee  have  not  felt  it  t^eff  daj  ^^  ^.i* 
have  deemed  it  proper  Wj'^uiy*^ 
somewhat  in  detail  the  ^^^.^^"f- 
Uken  ofthe  question,  and  to  wWB"^^ 

led  by  the  nature  of  their  inq«ine«,^ 
the  events  of  the  late  war.     .   -,» b*- 
During  the  prosecution  of  ^jUntf- 
been  sustained  bjr  the  citi»«[»^  ^  «. ' 

character, and  from  ^^^r^iaime^l 
dents  as  the  most  fruitful  i^"^^^^ 
gcst ;  and,  as  they  couldJ)cWC«^^^^ 
rectly  to  the  events  ol  •  ^  ^^  ^ 
outed  by  the  Oowflina^  «« '^ 
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have  been  entertained  that  jpayment  mav  right- 
fully be  demanded  trom  the  Treasury  to  their  full 
amount,  whatever  be  their  description,  or  from 
whatever  cause  produced. 

That  war  having  been  the  first  which  hasoccur- 
red  under  the  present  Government^  the  effects  of 
which  have  been  felt  to  a  very  considerable  extent, 
there  is  no  settled  rule  of  the  Cuuntry  that  can  be 
referred  to  as  a  guide  in  adjusting  the  claims  to 
which  it  has  ffiven  rise^  and,  consequently^  the 
rule  which  shsdi  be  applied  to  those  claims  will  be 
regarded  as  the  law  of  the  country  applicable  to 
like  cases  in  all  future  wars, -and  from  which  the 
(Government  cannot  depart,  to  the  prejudice  of 
claimants,  without  furnishing  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint ;  for  nothing  can  be  more  reasonable  than 
that  he  who  should  have  contributed  to  the  relief 
of  his  neighbor  should,  in  his  turn,  be  relieved. 
And  hence  the  necessity  that,  in  deciding  upon  the 
claims  incident  to  the  late  war,  ^reatcare  be  taken 
chat,  while  remuneration  for  individual  losses  shall 
be  awarded  to  the  full  extent  which  a  regard  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  country  will  justify,  those 
interests  shall  not  be  essentially  impaired  by  a  de- 
sire to  relieve  from  partial  sufierinfi[. 

It  is  believed  that  the  interests  of  the  people  col- 
lectively would  be  best  promoted  should  the  Gov- 
ernment limit  its  demands  upon  them  to  the  sums 
necessary  to  meet  the  current  expenses,  provide  for 
the  common  defence,  and  advance  such  other  great 
national  objects  as  are  within  its  proper  sphere  of 
jurisdiction,  and  leave  it  to  theni  to  exercise  their 
own  discretion  in  selecting  their  situations  and 
employments,  without  the  hope  of  deriving  any 
thin^  from  the  Treasury,  except  a  just  reward  for 
services  rendered,  and  a  fair  equivalent  for  their 
property  directly  applied  to  public  purposes. 


those  who  pay  tbem^  so  that,  after  the  moot^ 
which  the  Government  is  capable  shall  have  been 
done,  but  little  advance  will  be  made  towards  an 
equality  in  the  public  burdens  of  this  character. 

Losses  and  sufferings  resulting  accidentally  from 
a  state  of  war  will,  at  a  given  period,  fall  heavier 
upon  one  section  of  the  country  than  another,  and 
always  unequally  upon  the  citizens  of  any.  But 
it  may  fairly  be  presumed  that  differenr  large  dis- 
tricts, taking  a  series  of  years  together,  will  be  sub- 
iected  to  nearlv  the  same  suffering ;  and  it  is  be- 
lieved it  woula  be  much  better  to  leave  it  to  the 
citizens  to  equalize  their  burdens  among  themsdvea, 
as  their  sense  of  propriety  shall  dictate,  than  for 
the  Government  to  encourage  them  to  look  to  the 
Treasury  for  relief,  and  thus  subject  the  countrr 
to  the  unavoidable  loss  of  time  resulting  from  sucn 
a  policy,  with  which  there  will  always  l^as^sociated 
a  lamentable  source  of  speculation  and  fraud. 

If  the  views  which  the  committee  have  taken 
of  the  subject  be  correct,  it  undeniably  follows  that 
the  ffreater  the  extent  to  which  the  Grovernment 
shall  endeavor  to  equalize  the  burdens  of  the  peo- 
ple resulting  incidentalljr  from  a  state  of  war,  the 
more  will  the  nation  be  impoverished  ;  and  hence 
it  is  believed  that  the  permanent  interest  of  the 
country  will  be  best  promoted  by  a  policy  which 
shall  confine  the  allowances  of  Government  within 
narrow,  known,  and  well-defined  limits. 

The  sudden  invasion  by  the  enemy  at  an  unex- 
pected point  near  New  Orleans  produced  a  retfeat 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  concentration  of  a  large 
military  force,  mostly  militia,  equally  sudden,  and 
without  any  previous  preparation  ;  and  hence  re- 
sulted a  ffeneral  prostration  of  private  property  in 
the  neighborhood,  partly  by  the  American  troops, 
and  partly  by  the  enemy,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 


Id  the  same  proportion  as  the  citizens  are  taught    but  much  ot  it  was  an  unnecessary,  useless  waste, 


to  look  to  the  Treasury  for  support,  they  will  relax 
in  their  exertions  to  acquire  it  by  prudent  care  and 
industry ;  and,  should  it  become  tne  settled  policy 
of  the  Government  to  remunerate  for  losses  merely 
incident  to  a  state  of  war,  it  would  operate jas  an 
inducement  to  the  citizens  to  seek  for  a  ready 
market  and  a  hijgh  price  for  their  effects  in  losses 
of  that  description,  rather  than  afford  to  them  the 
best  protection  in  their  power  i  and,  havii^  secured 
such  a  market,  a  high  price  would  follow  ofoourse — 
a  circumstance  which  the  Grovenunent  having  ne- 
cessarily to  decide  upon,  ez  forU  testimony  can 
never  guard  against.  Hence  it  is  believed  that  it 
would  not  be  expedient  lo  remunerate  for  losses 
which  shall  have  been  incidental,  and  resulted 
from  causes  over  which  the  Government  has  no 
control. 

Were  it  practicable  for  Government,  through 
the  operations  of  the  Treasury,  to  equalize  the 
burdens  of  the  people  arising  from  a  state  of  war, 
or  other  national  calamity,  much  might  be  said  in 
its  favor ;  but  such  a  result  can  never  be  effected. 
In  the  first  place,  human  wisdom  is  totally  incom- 
petent to  the  adoption  of  any  plan  by  which  the 
true  amount  of  such  losses  could  be  ascertained ; 
and,  secondly,  the  taxes  on  which  the  Government 
must  rely  to  furnish  itself  with  the  means  to  satisfy 
the  claims  can  never  be  made  to  fall  equally  upon 


resulting  not  from  the  will  of  the  Government  or 
its  affents,  but  from  a  state  of  things  over  which 
they  nad  no  control. 

It  is  believed  by  the  committee  that  a  rule  which 
would  authorize  an  allowance  in  this  case  would 
produce  to  the  country  much  more  of  evil  than 
benefit;  and,  as  the  testimony  does  not  satisfae- 
torily  show  that  the  property  for  which  the  peti- 
tioner prays  to  be  compemted  was  taken  and  wed 
for  the  public  service,  they  recommend  that  the  bitt 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 


STATISTICAL    ACCOUNTS  OF  COMMERCB 
AND  NAVIGATION. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  December  20»  1819.] 

Mr.  SANroRD  made  the  following  report: 
The  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures have  considered  the  oflScial  statements  which 
have  been  hitherto  made  of  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States  ¥rith  foreign  countries,  and  the  pro- 
visbns  which  are  requisite  for  obtaining  complete 
and  accurate  statistical  accounts  of  the  foreign 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  they  submit 
to  the  Senate  the  following  report: 
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loa^a' 

61,31^ 


9a^;s 


The  exports  are  here  given  aecording[  to  the 
'  statements  of  tbe  Treasury.    The  imports 


here  stated  for  certain  years  are  ffiven  according 
lo  unofifietai  estimates  of  their  value. 

The  exports  and  imports  of  the  United  States 
Cmt  each  year  since  the  commencement  of  the  preh- 
eat Qovernmsnt,  in  1789,  have  been  stated  by  the 
Treasury.  The  official  statements  are  annually 
oommnniaatad  to  CSongress,  and  are  laid  belbre 
Iha  paUk*  These  statements  set  forth  various 
matters  concerning  the  exports  and  imports  as 
facts.  They  have  been  accordingly  regarded  as 
the  authentic  source  from  which  accurate  infor- 
mation concerning  our  exports  and  imports  may 
•be  derived)  and  as  an  official  exposition  of  the 
state  of  our  commerce  with  foreign  countries. 
£very  part  of  the  statements  bears  the  same  stamp 
of  authority,  all  parts  of  them  are  equally  official, 
and  ail  are  given  as  equally  authentic. 

Are  these  statemento  accurate  in  the  points 
which  they  represent  as  facts;  and  do  they  exhibit 
all  the  facts  which  should  appear  in  statistical 
aocoonts  of  the  foreign  comooerce  of  the  United 
States? 

Ail  the  matters  set  forth  in  the  statements  of 
exports  and  imports  are  furnished  to  the  Treasury 
by  the  collectors  of  the  customs.  The  materials 
Moeived  from  the  colieotois  are,  al  the  Treasury, 


eompiled  info  ths  ^t»»(».!^''i^ 
laid  before  CangreBS  aiui  F^j^, 
meats  of  expoitsand  thoKolBP 

distinctly  mm  eath  *>*•'•,  ;^i»i* 
The  mastnr  of  every  »««*  *Lyi 
place  is  requiied  toddiv»»»^i 
port  from  which  the  ▼«*»J|fLrtrii,tt 
manifest  <^all  the  cargo  m^'^^^^^^ 


state  the  valve  of  the  ^^f^^'0 
ipI,  and  tov«ri^»f^^« 
by  bis  own  oath.  ^Z^^ 


the 

ments  ^_ 

tains  an  aeoaunl  of  the  !^Jj^ei^ 
lies,  and  values  of  the  »rt<*^^ 
nnd  the  desltnalioa  of  ^^^^^^ 
qoaatitaea  of  the  ^po^"^^!^^' 
ors,  in  most  c«^  "  ??,'!L  Trt^'T 
masters  of  vesseb;  w^.^L*'^ 
cases,  as  they  are  !««»» 'T  4,#* 
Those  raloes  are^  in  «"^^.igi*'* 
nished  by  the  mtsttff  ^^'JTwiliis^ 
cases,  tliey  are  valoatiosi  na»  ^ 

themselves.  ^  ^    .^,^0^^ 

The  quantities  of  the  tfjy»^^ 

the  master  of  the  ^^\rt^,^% 
given  with  considefaW«  '••^-  kijo«»', 


master,  or  from  wtst  cf  ^^^tihgti^' 


the  quantities  are  not 
master,  or  from  wtst  c 
geocral)  no  motive  tnwmV^ 


AJBP^SSnSOi, 


ams 


may  be  on  the  side  either  of  exeess  or  defi- 

;  and  they  may  not  much  Tary  the  total 
ties  stated.  Where  the  articles  are  foreign 
its  -which  are  exported  with  drawback  of 

the  exporter  himself  enters  them  for  expor- 
But  this  entry  does  not  state  the  quanti- 

articles  which  pay  ad  valorem  duties  as  ind- 
"Where  the  articles  pay  specific  duties  as 
iSy  their  quantities  are  ascertained  with  en- 
curacy  by  the  entry  of  the  exporter,  and  by 
ice  to  the  importation.  Id  ail  cases,  except 
>f  articles  of  foreign  origin  which areexported 
Irav^back  of  duties,  the  quantities  of  the  ex- 
as  they  are  stated  by  the  Treasury,  are  de- 
iK>leiy  from  the  masters  of  vessels. 
lere  the  exports  are  products  of  the  United 
;,  the  species  and  quantities  of  the  several 
's  are  given  in  the  statements;  where  the 
s  are  products  of  other  countries  which  paid 
c  duties  upon  importation,  their  kinds  and 
ities  are  stated. 

lere  the  exports  consist  of  merchandise  of 
n  production  which  paid  ad  valorem  duties 
importation,  no  specification  of  the  kinds, 
itivs^  or  values  of  particular  articles  is  given 

returns  of  the  collectors  or  in  the  statements 
t  Treasury.  These  articles  are  arranged  un- 
fferent  heads,  according  to  the  ratev  of  duty 
I  they  respectively  paid  as  imports.  Ail  artt- 
htch  pay  the  same  rate  of  duty  are  placed 
!  class ;  and  the  total  value  of  ail  the  art!- 
imposing  each  class  is  given;  but  the  kind, 
ity,  or  v%lue  of  any  particular  article  is  not 

• 

:  exports  of  articles  of  foreign  production 
generally,  been  great.  In  the  three  years 
ling  the  1st  of  October^  1799.  and  in  the 
years  preceding  the  1st  ot  Octotier,  1807.  the 
ts  of  articles  of  foreign  (Production  considera- 
cceeded  the  exports  of  our  domestic  products. 
ler  years,  the  exports  of  fineign  merchandise 
been  more  than  one-third,  and,  in  others, 
than  one-fourth  of  all  oor  exports.  At  pres- 
iie  exports  of  foreign  merchandise  are  more 
one-fourth  of  the  whole  exports.  Of  these 
ts  of  foreign  merchandise,  about  one-third 
^nerally  consisted  of  articles  which  paid  ad 
sm  duties  as  imports^  have  amounted,  upon 
erage  of  the  last  twenty-three  years,  to  more 
nine  millions  of  dollars  for  each  year.  From 
present  ijtatements  we  know  not  what  these 
•ts  paying  ad  valorem  duties  as  imports  really 
The  exports  of  this  fiartienlar  class  are  im- 
nt,  not  only  from  their  amount,  but  also  as 
ding  those  foreign  mannfactures  which  enter 
competition  with  our  own  manufactures  in  oor 
markets,  it  will  be  useful  that  we  should 
r  the  kinds,  qtnn titles,  and  values  of  the  prin- 
articles  of  these  exporu  with  more  distiacl- 
than  at  present  appears;  and  it  will  not  be 
;ult  to  select  ih>m  these  exports  those  of  the 
:ipal  kinds,  which  are  considerable  in  amount, 
:o  state  such  parts  of  them  separately,  by  their 
;,  quantities,  and  Taloes. 
'here  the  exports  consist  of  foreign  goods 
h  were  free  from  duly  as  imports,  the  total 
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value  of  all  these  exports  is  Mittd  in  •  one  Mm, 
without  a  specification  of  the  kind,  quantity,  «r 
value  of  any  particular  article.  The  exports  of 
some  of  these  articles  are  considerable,  and  the 
kinds  of  the  articles  are  not  oomerous.  It  will  be 
easy  to  state  either  the  whole  of  these  exports,  or 
those  of  them  which  are  of  considerable  amount, 
by  the  kinds,  quantities,  and  values  of  particular 
articles. 

In  determining  the  values  of  the  exports,  the 
collectors  reject  the  yaluation  furniKhed  by  the 
master  of  the  vessel  whenever  they  think  proper 
to  do  so,  and  make  their  own  valuation,  wbicti 
they  return  to  the'  Treasury.  There  is  some  diver- 
sity in  the  practice  of  difierent  collectors  in  respect 
to  the  cases  in  which  they  substitute  their  own 
valuation  for  that  of  the  master,  and  also  in  re- 
spect to  the  principles  upon  which  the  valoarions 
of  the  collectors  are  made.  The  course  pursued  at 
some  of  the  principal  ports  will  be  stated,  and 
will  show,  in  general,  tne  methods  by  which  the 
exports  have  been  valued.  ' 

Where  the  exports  are  products  of  the  UniM 
States,  or  products  of  foreign  countries  which  pm 
specific  duties  upon  importation,  the  valuation  n 
^nerally  made  by  the  collector  in  the  following 
manner:  The  valuation  furnished  by  the  mast^ 
of  the  ressel  is  entirely  disregarded.  The  current 
prices  of  each  article  at  the  port  of  exportafioi, 
during  the  whole  quarter  of  the  year  in  whidi  the 
goods  are  exported,  are  collected  from  such  infM- 
mation  as  the  colitctor  may  possess  or  procure.: 
and  from  all  the  difierent  prices  a  mean*  value  of 
the  article  is  deduced,  which  is  the  same  througii 
the  whole  quarter.  The  average  value  of  ea% 
article  thus  derived  from  the  several  market  pricfa 
of  the  quarter,  is  the  value  assigned  to  the  article 
by  the  collector  during  that  quarter. 

Where  the  exports  are  articles  of  foreign  origin 
which  pay  ad  valorem  duties  as  imports,  and  at^ 
afterwards  exported  with  drawback  of  duties,  tfaie 
value  assigned  to  them  as  exports  is  the  femigb 
cost  of  the  articles,  with  an  addition  to  that  eott 
of  twenty  per  centum  if  the  goods  came  from  be- 
yond the  dape  of  Good  Hope,  and  ten  jper  «eotifa 
if  they  came  from  any  other  place.  This  is  the 
manner  of  valuing  these  exports  at  someoftlK 
principal  ports.  At  some  other  ports,  it  appc«% 
that  the  valuation  of  these  exports  fntnitkA  bf 
the  master  of  the  vessel  is  rec«ved,  and  retaiMi 
to  the  Treasury  without  alteration.  f'^ 

Where  the  exports  are  articles  of  foreign  orf gfife 
which  were  free  from  duty  upon  importatiott,  or 
w«re  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties  as  importsr,  tiMi 
are  subsequently  exported  without  drawback  of 
duties,  the  valuation  given  by  the  master  of  th^ 
vessel  is  generally  adopted  by  the  collector,  and 
returned  to  the  Treasury. 

Thus,  the  valuations  of  the  exports  which  aj^ 
pear  in  the  statements  of  the  Treasury  are  mad^ 
partly  and  principally  by  the  collectors,  and  partly 
by  the  roasters  ot  vessels. 

The  principle  established  for  thevaloation  of 
the  exports  by  the  ninety-third  section  of  the  ad 
of  March  3,  1799,  is,  that  each  article  shall  bk 
MUed  atcortting  to  Its  actual  value  at  Che  poitani 


ai  ciportMtioiL  As  the  eugo  is  genenlly^ 
pofekucd  at  the  porl  of  eiporlatioo,  and  its  t alue 
■  Ihfre  mafr  alwaf s  bt  kaoirii,  itseems  to  have  b«ea 
jopposed  that  the  true  eont  or  actual  valoe  of  the 
#aigo  would  be  alwavs  koowa  to  the  master  of 
Ibe  resKl,  aod  that  De  would  state  the  coal  or 
▼aiae  aceorateljr  to  the  collector.  Heooe,  the  ooljr 
ptprisioB  of  law  for  ohtaioiog  raluations  of  the 
exports  is  that  which  requires  a  statemeot  of  the 
walne  of  the  ear^o  from  the  master  of  the  resseL 
Jiot  it  is  found  in  practice  that  the  statements  of 
valocB  by  the  master  are  generally  loose  and  on- 
tpertaio,  and  often  very  incorrect  As  the  master 
is  seUoA  the  owner  of  the  cargo,  he  is  in  i^eneial 
iffnorant  of  the  price  paid  for  it,  or  its  real  Talue. 
The  owner  of  the  cargo,  or  the  agent  who  por- 
•bases  it«  is  not  nqnired  to  furnish  any  account  of 
k,  or  to  make  aoy  statement  of  its  t alue.  The 
nMlar  alone  u  ra]uired  to  state  the  value.  He 
Aercsfore  states  the  value,  by  conjecture,  or  accord- 
ing to  spoh  information  as  he  may  reoeire  from 
the  shipper ;  and  the  shipper  is  at  liberty  to  give 
tmj  informatioft,  or  no  information,  upon  That 
fflnat.  The  onthp  which  is  the  only  security  for  a 
•Ime  statement  of  the  value,  is  required  from  the 
IMfter,  aod  not  from  the  owner  or  exporter  of  the 
artioles  valoed. 

The  collectors,  in  most  cases,  reject  the  valua- 
liemi  of  the  master,  and  make  their  own  valua- 
4ioas*  This  practioe,  though  a  deviation  from 
tow,  has  probably  toMled  to  furnish  valuations 
nnore  correct  than  those  of  the  masters  of  vessels, 
in  all  the  oases  in  which  the  collectors  have 
founded  their  valuations  upon  real  market  prices. 
Bat  in  the  cave  of  exports  of  goods  of  foreign  ori- 
gin, where  the  collector  states  the  value  of  the 
#9pocts  at  the  foreign  cost  of  the  articles,  with  ad- 
ditions of  ten  aod  twentv  per  centum,  a  stranee 
naomaly  takes  place.  The  collector  rejects  the 
mnflter^s  vaJnatioa,  not  in  order  to  adopt  the  mar- 
knt  value  of  the  articles,  but  in  order  to  substitute 
#. prior  foreign  price  of  the  articles,  with  uniform 
addicioas  of  ten  and  twenty  per  centum.  This 
mode  of  valuation  is  entirely  artificial.  It  must, 
in  9Mieral|  leprsaent  these  exports  as  worth  con- 
aideraUy  less  than  their  repJ  value  here,  since  tihey 
■•re,  in  general,  wor^h  much  more  in  our  markete 
4han  Ihsi  foreign  cost,  with  the  additions;  of  ten 
ftfid  tventy  per  centum.  The  master's  vahiation, 
temooenua  aa  it  often  is,  would  give  tlite  value  of 
these  exporu  more«ceurately  than  such  valuations 
.•f'the.oettcctor. 

Thece  ane  suAqient  veaaana  to  believe  that  the 
iQCnerai  tendency  of  the  present  methods  of  valua- 
tion h$9  been,  in  some  degree,  to  ovemte  the  ex- 
-porta,  and  to  state  them  somewhat  hi^^her  than 
thai^  real  vakies  at  the  f»rt^  of  exportation.  The 
depee  of  this  exaggeration  cannot  be  determined. 
It  IS,  however,  believed  to  be  not  very  conttdera- 
hle>  With  some  abatement  for  this  excesB,  the 
pniaations  of  the  exports  may  be  conside^  as 
nearly  correct. 

Th«  statements  of  exports  appear  to  show  the 
tfbreiga  countries  to  which  the  exports  are  sent. 
Ihe  several  countries  are  specified,  and  theamount 
Mpoilad  to^enoh  is  staled*    This  pnft  of  Ibeateta- 


M»  IS  genonMyMgirdfj  is  i^- 
spectATe  nwMMinis  m  ov  czpoit«>  w  ,;•, 
ent  foreij^  eoonlms.  Bot  i2k  s.  ^ 
hhow,  wruk  certainly,  the  amoK 
received  bf  pnrticalar  eoaaiza 
merelf  the  reported  dcainafioi^ : 
whichi  the  exports  dep«L 

T  he  destination  of  the  vessel  IK  :^  I 
at  the  custom-house  as  a  tme  ..| 
further  than  to  obtain  the  naec  .1 
plaee  to  be  inserted  in  the  muiiei^  j 
The  master  of  a  vessel  bouad  ir^  \ 
states  at  thecastom-honseasf  ibn^  1 
he  pleases  to  nsnie  as  tkedcstiuu;  1 
and  his  dedamtion  u  leceivair^ 
inquiry.  The  destinatiooSfikoi!*^. 
turned  to  the  Trea^vy,  asd  is  a^j 
the  staleaientsof  exports  as  tbe  coo ' 
the  goods  are  e^pofffed.  fiott^rrtJ 
tA  som^tinM»  oonceaM,  to  prensnJ 
the  commerce  resilly  intesded;  nib.-| 
an  anpieheBsion  oif  captoie,  a  L-r^ 
may  be aaaonaced,  ia  onkr  thia^ 
in  the  clcaiance,  if  4hat  docaDttst.  1 
the  hands  of  <wptois.  WhaiOfrU 
given,  it  is  frequently  the  fo  >v$ ) 
which  the  veeael  is  intended  toacJ 
and  Eefreshmenls,  whik  tk  idisw  1 
cargo  is  for  some  other  eom&yi  s^*-< 
destination  mtq^  be  €ontiiMtl;,f3t<^^J 
coMDtriesy  aceordiAg  ^  lie  iwcc^^ 
or  other  circumsttfhees.  Ut^f^** 
changed  after  the  detraoeesoia* '; 
lime  after  the  vessel  ieares  the  pis  ••• 
It  is  not  unoommon  to  dedu«t^«^^ 
take  a  clearance  for  tke  W««  J*^f*^,| 
clearance  is  ^ometlnkes  takn  w t*'^  * 
Africa.  In  aU  such  casti»  tk  )»*c - 
to  which  the  cargo  » tMj^^'n 
tain  }  but  it  is  principally  is  »«^  , 
Europe  that  the  leported  J^^'^; 
show  the  countries  ^hkhwiff^z,  e 
Cleareaces  for  gteU  q«»jJ5l'^i.i 
taken  for  £og)aod,  or  »«**!Li^tf 
and  for  Cowes  and  a  man*  rLM 
ports  are  knM  in  ^f^^^l^^i^ 
of  them  isoar/ied  to  ^^^SSlIi^^^ 
cofitioenti  and  fiwt  lan^'I'l^tfj^ 
great.marti  and  is,  in  •p*J^sW 
the  Qoi»mi^roe4if  mtop^  J!W»' 
tion  of  the  finite  of  »w**2i  Oh^'-' 
fiurqpe  mi»y  alwaJf^he  ;»*»»  ^fc* 

iwrce  and  mereaniw  ^TSTttii*^'^ 
aremai,  The  Waof«:«  „%,».** 
Wd  is  UAifor»lyandiai)^/Jfjr^ 

balance  is  dischaj|;ed  F^'Su  Jfii*^' 

the  fiuiopeaa  caatiiieDty***^^^^ 

the  ariii4  merehanH, «« !f^  i^  * 

aexions  with  every  <«»^"BfDbV- 

them  to  make  advasces  ^n^fffi'^ 

ports  to  aoy  part  of  B«^PS  ^10?.*^ 
are  P^^ed  under  their  coawj^^^u 

causes,  make  Bngland  ^r^n^i^i*; 
we  receive  payment  w  a  ^  r  ^  ^^ 

to  the  oontinent  rf**2ssft«»*^ "^ 
thiflga,  very  ^fmrndrnttm^^^^ 


■Shih>Nnny  AoeowU  ^  (kmmrm  mt^J!9fm(0tit/m 


axe  oarrisd  to  tb?#imtiiientof  Suroj^attd 
ided  thei«,  de|)art  Doooinaily  for  Bogfandi 
i  now  stated  as  exported  to  Sngland.  Con- 
le  quantities  of  our  exports  are  also  cleared 
^raltar,  and  are  stated  as  ezjiorts  to  Gibral- 
[ early  ail  these  articles  go  ioto  the  Medi- 
an, and  are  first  landed  in  the  different 
es  adjacent  to  that  sea.    Hence,  our  ex* 

>  Bngland  and  Gibraltar-  have  been  swelled 
ond  their  real  amount  in  the  statements  of 
:.      T  he  true  amount  of  these  exaggerations 

be  known,  but  thev  are  undoubt^l^r  very 
arable.  In  some  otaer  branches  of  our  f<Nr- 
omnierce,  in  which  it  is  known  that  the 
i  is  in  general  really  that  which  is  an* 
?dy  we  may  lelv  upon  the  reported  destina- 
%  sufficieotl¥  showing  the  foreign  country 
receives  the  exports^.  Without  such  a 
sdge  oi  the  actual  course  of  trade^  we  can* 
y  upon  any  part  of  the  {areseat  statements 
ibiting  aeeufately  the  amount  of  our  exports 
foifeign  country.  The  destinatioos  are  tkom 
id  by  the  master  alone,  with  so  much  loos^ 
nd  inaccuraoy  that  thk  pi«rt  of  the.  subject 
in  niQoh  uncertainty. 

i  proposed  that  the  exporter  shall  join  with 
ister  of  the  vessel  in  furnishing  the  account 
exports^  and  in  stating  fheir  value  and  their 
lestinatiofi.  This  provision  will  probably 
sufficient  to  obtain  accurate  statements  of 
nds,  quantities,  and  values  of  thie  exports^ 
'  their  true  destinations, 
i  statements  of  imports  consist  of  certain  ma- 
which  aire  brought  into  the  Treasury  by  the 
inposing  duties  on  goods  imported  into  the 
d  States,,  and  regulating  the  collection  of 
duties.  They  present  the  facts  which  are 
ained  for  the  purpose  of  levying  those  duties, 
o thing  more, 
the  imports  are  either  free  from  duty,  or  sub- 

>  duty ;  and  those  articles  which  are  subject 
y  are  charged  either  with  duty  on  the  qnan- 
»r  with  duty  on  the  value.  Gvoods  free  from 
iiave  never  been  comprised  in  the  statements 
ports  in  any  manner  whatever.  Such  mer- 
Use  is  entered  at  the  custom-house,  and  laud- 
ider  permiasion,  like  goods  sc^ject  to  duty, 
0  return  or  account  of  it  is  given  to  the  Trea- 

There  is,  ancordiugly,  a  total  omission  of 
K>ds  free  from  duty  in  all  the  official  state- 
9  of  imports. 

le  statements  of  the  Treasury  present  only  the 
rts  subject  to  duty.  These  imports  are  pre- 
d  under  the  two  ffeneral  heads  of  "ffoods  sub- 
to  specific  duty,"  and  ^^ goods  sulyect  to  ad 
em  duty." 

le  kinds  and  the  quantities  of  the  imports  sub- 
;o  specific  duties  are  ascertained  bv  the  officers 
le  customs.  The  statements  of  tne  TreasjOry 
rdingly  present  all  the  articles  subject  to  spe- 
duties  with  accuracy  in  respect  to  their  kinds 
[luantities. 

It  the  official  sUitements  present  no  valuation 
lever  of  any  of  the  articles  subject  to  specific 
s.  These  articles  are  not  valiied  at  the  cus- 
houses,  oc  ai  the  TreMUfy. 


The  imports  subfeet  to  ad  valwem  duties  «it 
presented  in  a  very  diffexent  form.  AR  articles 
which  pay  the  swne  duly  are  oonvolidated  into  oOft 
mass,  and  the  total  value  of  that  dmss  is  giten  in 
the  official  statemients.  There  is  no  speoificatioii 
of  any  particular  article  by  name  or  description— 
no  statement  of  the  quantity  or  value  of  any  siafie 
article;  and  it  does  not  appear  what  paorticuUr  ar- 
ticles, belonging  to  the  class  of  those  paying  th^ 
same  rate  of  duty,  have  really  been  imported  or 
not.  As  many  columns  are  stated  as  there  9H 
rates  of  ad  valorem  duties,  and  under  each  column 
the  aggregate  value  of  all  the  imports  paying  th^ 
same  rate  of  duty,  and  nothing  eke,  is  stated. 

The  imports  sufaieet  to  ad  valorem  duties  al^ 
valued  at  the  cu5tom  houses.  The  foreign  coat  of 
the  articles  in  the  countries  from  which  they  eom^ 
is  first  ascertained ;  an  addition  is  theu  nuMAe  to 
that  cost  of  twen^.per  centuiu^  when  the  naah 
ehandise  is  imported  from  any  place  beyotd  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,,  and  ten  pes  centum  whctt  It 
»  imported  from  any  other  plane.  These  iDt^ 
sums,  so  composed^  are  returoed  to  the  Trea^MvUi 
the  values  of  these  imports,  and  the  same  vnuMi 
are  assigned  to  them  in  the  statements  of  the  Tren- 
aury.    u  thus  aypeariHf- 

1.  That  the  imports  free  from  duty  are  included 
in  the  statements. 

2.  That  no  account  whatever  is  given  of  ih^ 
value,  of  the  imports  subject  to  specific  dutiesi 

3.  That  ^oods  subiect  to  ad  valnrom  duties  mm 
not  distinguished  in  their  kinds,  so  as  to  affiirdaaf 
useful  iniormation;  that  their  quantities  ace  imH 
given  at  all;  and  that  their  values  are  blendf)da«|p 
certain  gross  sums,  without  showing  the  value  «f 
any  single  article. 

4.  That  the  valuations  given  to  the  imports-sub- 
ject to  ad  valorem  duties,  are  made  c^n  an  ena- 
neous  piinciple. 

But  those  points  demand  a  more  particular  con- 
sideration. 

The  omission  of  all  the  imports  free  from  duif 
is  an  obvious  defect.  A  chasm  of  unknown  .eai- 
tent  is  hete  left  in  the  statements  of  our  imp^vM* 
The  importance  of  this  omivion  may  bea^oMie 
conceived  by  adverting  to  the  oaOiloguie  of  arli- 
des  free  from  duty,  and  to  the  laiye  imppHutiMS 
of  msuy  of  them  which  are  known  to  take  [jfnM- 
Cop|ier>  bfMs,  tin,  furs,  hides,  plaster  of  riaril, 
and  the  dying  woods,:  without  specifying.  ^Ijhar 
articles  free  from  duty,  form  a  very  large  aawNHlt 
of  our  imports.  The  true  amount  of  the  imports 
free  from  duty  cannot  be  estimated  with  .mucb 
accuracy,  but  a  probable  opinion  of  their  amoujil 
may  be  formed.  The  amount  of  the  exports  <9[ 
these  articles  is  known,  for,  singular  as  it  may  hi, 
the  exports  of  these  articles  are  given,  though  we 
have  no  account  of  the  same  articles  as  imports. 
The  exports  of  articles  which  had  been  previoudy 
imported,  and  were  free  from  duty  as  imports,  arte 
fitated  by  the  Treasury  to  have  amounted  ia  valilp 
to  the  following  sums  in  the  following  yesun : 
From  the  1st  of  October,  1804,  U>  the 

304h  of  September,  1805  -  -  91,641,789 
From  the  1st  of  October,  1805,  to  the 

dOth  of  September,  1806       -       -     fl^^Sifiifi 
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.ifaoe  of  espoftatwQ.  As  the  0*190  it  ^nenlly  | 
•  f ardMifd  at  the  port  of  eiportation,  edcI  its  Yalue 
4h«re  mftf  always  he  luoirny  it  seems  to  have  been 
supposed  that  the  true  coHt  or  actual  value  of  the 
4acgo  would  be  alwavs  koowu  to  the  master  of 
Ihe  Teseel,  aod  that  oe  would  state  the  cost  or 
Tiiiie  accurately  to  the  collector.  Heoce,  the  only 
pepriaion  of  law  for  obtaining  yaluations  of  the 
exports  is  that  which  ri^uires  a  statement  of  the 
Talne  of  the  cargo  from  the  master  of  ihe  vessel. 
But  it  is  found  in  practice  that  the  statements  of 
values  by  the  muster  are  generally  loose  and  un- 
vertain,  and  often  very  incorrect  As  the  master 
is  fldcUMOt  the  owner  of  the  cargo,  he  is  in  it^ecal 
ianorant  of  the  price  paid  for  it,  or  its  real  value. 
•The  owner  of  the  cargo,  or  the  agent  who  pur- 
^haaee  it,  is  not  MquAred  to  foraish  aoy  account  of 
ily  or  to  make  aoy  statement  of  its  value.  The 
■tiAstar  ftlone  is  required  to  stale  the  value.  He 
Aereibre  states  the  value,  by  conjeeture,  or  accord- 
ing Id  sooh  information  as  he  mav  receive  from 
the  shipper ;  and  the  shipper  is  at  liberty  to  ffive 
My  mbrmatioft,  or  no  inifomation,  upon  that 
,yiO)ial<  The  oatk  which  is  the  oaly  security  ibr  a 
•Ime  sUtement  of  the  value,  is  required  from  the 
mAster,  and  not  from  the  owner  or  exporter  of  the 
ar^ieles  valued. 

The  collectors  in  meet  cases,  re|«*ot  the  vjiua- 
liWM  of  the  maaler,  and  make  their  own  value - 
4i^a0>  This  practioei  though  a  deviation  from 
tew«  has  peobably  toMled  to  furnish  valuations 
9lore  correct  than  those  of  the  masters  of  vessels, 
in  all  the  oases  in  which  the  collectors  have 
feiuded  their  valuations  upon  real  market  prices. 
But  in  the  ca:<e  of  exports  of  goods  of  foreign  ori- 
giOf  where  the  collector  states  the  value  of  the 
txpiwts  at  the  foreign  coat  of  the  articles,  with  ad- 
ditions of  ten  and  twentv  per  ceotiuu,  a  stranepe 
anomaly  takes  place,  "f  he  collector  rejects  the 
naaler^s  valuation,  not  in  order  to  adopt  the  mar- 
fcist  value  of  the  articles,  but  in  order  to  substitute 
#.prier  foreign  price  of  the  articles,  with  unilbrm 
•ddicioas  of  ten  and  twenty  per  centum.  Thk 
aiDde  of  valuation  is  cotirely  artificial.  It  must, 
in  ^eiaeral,  tepttsent  these  exports  as  worth  ooa- 
aideraUy  less  than  theic  real  valae  here,  sineeihey 
4ire,  in  fvnerai,  worth  much  more  ia  our  aarheiB 
4hMi  Ihat  Ibreifn  ^ooot,  with  the  additionaof  ten 
imd  twenty  per  centum^  The  Boasler's  vaiination, 
^MDeeiis  aa  it  often,  is,  would  give  the  vakie  of 
these  exports  moremeeumtely  than  aooh  valuatioas 
ief  the.coUeotor. 

•  Than  ase  sufioient  teaaoaa  to  believe  that  the 
tHjcaeral  teadeiicy  of  the  prcaeat  methods  of  valaa- 
ifoa  \^  been,  ia  some  degree,  to  ovemle  the  ez- 
^Nvtayaad  to  state  tham  somewhat  higher  than 
their  real  values  at  the  ports  of  exportation.  The 
de|[ree  of  this  exaggeration  cannot  be  determiaed. 
It  IS,  however,  believed  to  he  not  very  coosidera- 
4de.  With  some  abatement  for  this  excess,  the 
fialuations  of  the  exports  may  be  considefed  as 
nearly  correct. 

Tlw  atatemtnits  of  exports  appear  to  show  the 
loreigB  eountriea  to  which  the  exports  are  sent 
4he  several  countries  are  specified,  and  theaasount 
•apoilafltojeaohiaalBled.    This  pari  ^fthaaftda- 


ments  is  generally  ri|gax4ed  as  aheirtug  the  re- 
spective amounts  of  our  exports  reoetved  by.  diffei- 
ent  foreign  countries.  But  Ihe  stalesKBts  do  not 
bhow.  With  certainty,  the  amounts  of  our  ei|NM-ls 
received  by  particular  countries;  they  o^ibit 
merely  the  reported  destinatioos  0/  the  veaseb  in 
which  the  exports  depart. 

The  destination  of  the  vessel  and  ear^go  is  treated 
at  the  custom-house  as  a  matter  of  ao  moment, 
further  than  to  obtain  the  name  of  some  £ve iga 
place  to  be  iaaerted  in  the  manifest  and  clearance. 
The  master  of  a  veasel  bound  from  this  countrv 
states  at  the  custom-house  aay  foreign  pbcewhicn 
he  pleases  to  name  as  the  destination  of  the  vessel, 
and  bis  declamtion  is  received  without  fatiher 
inquiry.    The  deetinatioiis,  thna  reportedf  are  re- 
turned to  the  Treasury,  and  ace  taeie  given  is 
the  statemffnts  of  exports  ae  the  couatriea  to  ivhiok 
the  goods  are  exported-    But  the  true  dMaaiioB 
is  sometimes  ooncealedt  to  preveai  eeaipeiitioB  ia 
the  commerce  really  intended ;  ajad  WMa  therein 
an  avprehaaaioa  oSf  capture,  a  fialse  dotiaatioB 
n»ay  be  aaaoaaoed*  ia  order  that  ii  may  awcar 
in  the  cleaianeei  if  4hat  documf^iii  abenld  fril  iaiP 
the  hands  of  <eaptors-    When  a  tioe  deatioatoeais 
given,  it  is  freoueoUy  the  fiiat  (baeigii  port  at 
which  the  vesael  is  intended  to  tOjaoUHwadrice 
and  eefreehmeQH,  whiW  tJbe  real  deatiaauoa  of  ilir 
caj^  is  for  some  other  cocmtry ;  or  the  altiaiaie 
destination  aaay  be  contii^^ily,  for  onaaf^voal 
countries,  according  (0  the  state  joI  thenarJtei), 
or  other  circumstiftieecw    The  dlef  iMtiea  nay  be 
changed  after  the  dearaaee  ia  oh^MneA,  oc  at  aof 
time  after  the  vessel  leaves  the  port  of  depanura 
It  is  not  uncommon  to  declane  the  deBiiiiaiien,aDd 
take  a  clearance  for  the  West  ladiea  gewiaUy.  A 
cleajance  is  aometines  taken  for  Europe^  Asia,er 
Africa*    In  all  such  casea,  the  partiooJar  coontrr 
to  which  the  carc[o  is  really  destined  ia  left  anccr 
tain  \  but  it  is  prmcipally  in  our  commeice  wiib 
Europe  that  the  reported  deatinalioBe  do  uoi  t/uiy 
show  the  countries  which  firsi  receive  oor  exports. 
Clearances  ibr  great  quaoititieiof  oar  exports  ^n 
taken  ibr  England,  or  for  England  and  a  market, 
and  for  Cowesand  a  market*    Some  of  Mieae  ex- 
ports are  landed  in  England;  bet  a  gnat  portion 
of  them  is  oaiyied  to  the  Qonntiies  an  the  Eumpena 
CMwlin^t,  and  fiiat  landed  ihtie.    EngVandiaa 
great.marti  and  is,  in  spine  vm^^^  i\ker  nentre  of 
the  oomm^roe  of  tturope.  b^  iftn8V»»<^  nitnnni> 
u'oa  of  the  siaiteef  markets  vpon,i)he  eontinent  of 
EuirQpe  mfiy  alwnya  he  obtained*.    Onr  own  com- 
mt^ree  and  mereantile  connexioaanritbBngUnd 
are  gmt.    The  halanee  sA  oar  tmda  with  &^g- 
land  is  uniformly  and  iargely  agiiinal  uss  and  ihift 
balance  is  diaehaiiged  pnncijMiUy  hfmir  eiprta  to 
the  Buropeen  centinent.    The  great  eapitals  of 
the  British  mnrchanta,  and  their  aaenaaniHe  con- 
aexiona  with  every  eonntry  in  Smrooe,  enabk 
them  to  make  advances  or  paymeDta  ior  our  ei- 
porta  to  any  part  of  fiuropei  mea  tkose  exporti 
are  placed  under  their  control.    Thnae,  and  odMT 
causes,  make  England  thi&channel  iJhiough  wkjck 
we  receive  |)ayment  for  a  great  par4  of  onreiparta 
to  the  oontioent  of  Europe.    In    Uiis  eooBe  of 
thijiga,  very  «ioaid«aWe  qnnntitiaa^af  ««r  eapor* 
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SUHaUeal  AooomnJta  €f  Ortkiimc^  mud  NwoigaHtm: 


into  the  United  States,  or  has  been  imported 

any  of  the  last  thirty  years?    Your  quea- 

,  indeed,  iDterestiag ;  but  it  cannot  be  an-  { 

by  any  official  or  authentic  statement  of 

iporUi.    It  is  peculiarly  de&irable  that  we 

possess  accurate  information  of  the  amount 

orted  manufactures*  in  those  cases  in  which 

^n  consumption  is  supplied  partly  by  the  in- 

of  our  own  citizens,  and  partly  from  foreign 

The  imports  of  this  character  inrolve 


les. 


:  question  of  national  policy.  As  they  are 
nted  or  diminished,  our  own  manufactures 
pressed  or  relieved.  It  is  now  evident  that 
>f  the  most  important  of  our  own  manufac- 
-equire  the  aid  of  the  Government  to  sup- 
hem  against  the  pressure  of  foreign  com- 
n. 

rect  information  of  the  kinds  and  amounts 
se  imports  may  be  easily  obtained.  When 
subject  to  ad  valorem  duties  are  imported,  the 
if  each  article  is  ascertained,  in  order  to  as- 
1  the  rate  of  duty  to  which  it  is  subject;  and 
ue  is  ascertained,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  ; 
It  of  the  duty.  The  quantity^  of  the  article 
ippears  from  the  invoice  of  the  importer. 
:ustoin-hoa^  thus  obtains  an  account  of  the 
quality,  and  value  of  every  import  subject 
valorem  duty.  But  these  facts  are  not  given 
i  accounts  returned  to  the  Treasury.    In 

accounts,  the  kinds,  quantities,  and  values 
rttcular  articles  are  not  stated.  Alt  articles 
I  pay  the  same  rate  of  duty  are  placed  in  one 
and  the  aggregate  value  of  the  whole  class 
en.  In  the  present  practice  of  the  oustom- 
s,  no  account  of  the  quantities  or  value  of 
tular  articles  is  preserved.  The  invoice  of 
1) porter  is  returned  to  him  after  the  amount 
*  duty  is  ascertained.  But  an  account  of  the 
nination  of  the  article,  its  quantity,  and  its 
>,  may  be  kept,  and  returned  to  the  Treasury. 
s  not  propo^  that  a  distinct  account  should 
pt  at  the  custom-houses,  or  given  in  the  state- 
3  of  imports,  of  the  kind,  quantity,  and  value 
srv  article  subject  to  ad  valorem  duty.  This 
d  be  an  extreme  of  minuteness,  without  utility, 
articles  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties  com- 
;nd  the  finer  manufactures ;  and  those  man- 
ures are  now  so  numerous,  and  so  various  in 

denominations,  that  an  account  of  the  im- 
.  of  each  one  of  them  by  its  peculiar  denom-- 
on  would  be  far  too  prolix.  It  is  proposed  to 
t  from  these  imports  such  of  them  as  are  great 
Qount,  and  such  of  them  as  come  into  compe- 
1  here  with  like  articles  manufactured  in  any 
iderable  degree  in  the  United  States ;  and  to 
:  such  imports  separately  from  all  others,  and 
I  each  other,  by  their  kinds,  qualities,  and 
es.  Thus,  manufactures  of  cotton,  woollen 
ufactures,  and  manufactures  of  iron,  are  three 
t  classes  of  imports  which  should  be  stated 
nctly.  Manufactures  of  flax,  and  those  of  silk, 

also  be  stated  separately.  Some  of  these  gen- 
heads  may  be  susceptible  of  subdivisions,  which 
lid  be  userul ;  other  particular  import^i,  of  suf- 
nt  importance  to  be  distinctly  known,  should 
separately  stated.    Bot  it  dow  not  seem  ex* 


pedient  to  define  the  cases  in  which  special  state- 
ments of  particular  articles  should  be  given,  other* 
wise  than  by  the  eeneral  principles  which  have 
been  mentioned.  The  application  of  those  princi- 
ples, and  the  selection  of  particular  case»  for  state- 
ments,  will  mo^t  properly  be  left  to  the  officers  who 
compile  the  statements.  Under  a  general  direc- 
tion, they  will  be  able  to  determine  the  cases  in 
which  special  statements  will  be  useful,  and  to 
reach  the  judicious  medium  between  too  much 
uncertainty  on  the  one  side,  and  unnecessary  min- 
uteness on  the  other.  When  all  the  cases  which 
are  wprthv  of  distinct  statements  shall  have  been 
selected,  the  residue  of  these  imports  may  be  stated 
in  such  aggregates  or  classes  as  may  be  conve- 
nient. 

The  imports  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties  are 
stated  as  being  of  the  value  of  their  foreign  cosl^ 
with  additions  of  ten  or  twenty  per  centum  to  that 
cost    These  additions  to  the  foreign  cost  are  alto> 
gether  artificial.    They  are  prescribed  by  the  acts 
concerning  the  duties ;  perhaps,  in  order  to  adapit 
the  duties  to  the  foreign  cost  of  the  articles,  so  as  to 
levy  the  same  revenue  upon  like  articles,  whether 
imported  from  Europe  or  from  India.    The  same 
effect  to  the  revenue  would,  however,  be  produced  if 
the  duty  were  ten  per  centum  hisher,  and  the  Euro- 
pean article  were  valued  at  its  foreign  cost  merely^ 
and  the  like  article  from  India  were  valued  at  its 
foreign  cost,  with  an  addition  of  ten  per  centum. 
The  same  effect  to  the  revenue  would  also  result 
if  the  European  article  and  the  article  from  India 
were  each,  respectively,  valued  at  their  foreiga 
cost  merely,  if  the  duty  on  the  European  article 
were  at  the  same  time  ten  per  centum  higher^ 
and  the  duty  on  the  article  from  India  twenty 
per  centum  higher  than   they  now  are.     The 
real  and  sole  effect  of  raising  the  valuation  is  to 
augment  the  duty.    It  cannot  be  said  that  the 
foreign  cost,  when  augmented  by  one-tenth  oi 
one-fifth  of  that  cost,  is  the  true  value  of  the 
imports  in  this  country.     The  true  value  of  a 
thing  can  never  be  asses.sed  and  declared  by  law. 
It  is  always  a  fact  depending  upon  the  utility  of 
the  thing  for  the  time  being ;  or,  in  other  words, 
upon  the  suppiv  of  the  articles,  and  the  wants  of 
mankind.    Whether,  therefore,  the  lej^islator  de- 
clares a  permanent  valueof  imports, asm  England^ 
or  a  variable  value,  with  fixed  and  uniform  addi** 
tions,  as  here,  he  never  determines  the  true  value 
of  any  article.    Such  relations  of  value  may»  per- 
haps, oe  convenient  as  fiscal  rules,  because  they 
mav  tend  to  render  the  duties  equal,  in  effect,  upon 
diTOrent  importers;  or  they  mav  serve  to  produco 
the  amount  of  revenue  intended  to  be  levied ;  but 
they  do  not  represent  facts  as  they  are.    Nor  can 
it  be  supposed  that  the  imports  from  the  countries 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Grood  Hope,  when  increased 
by  one-fifth,  and  other  imports,  when  increased  by 
one-tenth  or  their  foreign  value,  afford  an  average 
of  their  value  here;  or  that  these  gross  sums  area 
just  equation  of  the  values  of  these  imports  in 
this  country.    The  fact  is  not  9o,    The  imports 
from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope  must  becon-^ 
sidered  as,  in  general,  worth  here  at  least  seventy 
per  centum  more  than  their  foreign  cost,  and  ibm 
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impom  from  JBUmpe  iBa]p  be  e8tiaftte4 19  bs,  in 
gmml,  at  least  thirty-fir^  pcnr  eeoluia  m«Ke  ▼«&«- 
aMe  here  than  in  the  countries  from  wJutih  thef 
come.  The  duties  alone  upon  a  great  part  of  tkeee 
ioiports  are  oiore  than  tea  and  twenty  per  oentiaii 
q£  their  foreign  eost.  If  the  duties  on  these  im^ 
ports  were  added  to  the  foreign  coat,  the  sum  oh^ 
taioed  in  that  manner  would  approach  far  more 
nearly  to  the  value  of  the  imports  here  than  the 
amottut  obtained  l^  the  fixed  additions  of  ten  and 
twenty  per  centum  to  the  foreign,  cost.  Butj  withr 
out  regard  to  the  duties,  if  there  were  any  pro- 
priety in  the  idea  of  attempting  to  ascerlam  the 
true  value  of  the  imports  here  bv.  fixed  additions  to 
the  foreign  cost,  which  might  be  eq^Bal  to  the  ad- 
ditional value  which  the  articles  ^nerally  bear 
here,  those  additions  should  be  fiu*  higher  than  ten 
aud  twenty  per  centum.  It  is  evident  that  the  of- 
ftcial  statements  do  not  furnish  the  true  value  of 
these  imports.  If  we  seek  to  learn  the  value  of 
the  goods  in  the  foreign  countries  from  which  they 
are  brought,  the  statements  do  not  give  that  fact* 
If  we  desire  to  know  the  value  of  the  goods  m  this 
aojontry,  the  statements  do  not  afibrd  that  &ot. 
The  valae  assigned  to  the  goods  l^  the  statements 
is  an  artificial  result,  never  according  with  facfti^ 
unless  1^  accident ;  but  representing  the  goods  as 
worth  much  more  than  their  cost  abroad,  and  mtibGh 
\figs  than  they  are  generally  worth  here» 

But  the  additions  of  ten  and  twenty  per  eeotum 
SMy  be  deducted  from  the  foreign  cost  of  these 
impofts-  Undoubtedly  this  may  be  done*  If  it 
is  proper  thai  thisshoiild  be  done,  thexk  it  is  proper 
thai  these  imports  should  be  stated  by  the  puUie 
officers  at  their  foreigu  cost^  without  additioas. 
JlAy  person  may,  indeed,  make  the  deductioa  fton 
the  amount  stated,  but  not  merely  by  a  simple  sub* 
traction.  It  does  not  appear  from  the  statements 
to  what  sums  tea  per  centum  is  added«  nor  to  what 
sums  twenty  per  centum  is  added,  otnerwise  than 
by  reference  to  the  particular  countries  from  which 
imports  are  brought.  These  several  countries  are 
speoifiad,  with,  the  amount  imported  from  each  of 
ibem.  The  imports  which  come  from  beyond  the 
Cope  of  Gk>od  nope  may  be  selected  from  tfaoae 
ipchich  come  from  other  plaiees;  the  whole  may 
be  thus  aeparated  ioito  two  classes,  and  the  total 
amount-  of  each  class  raav  be  obtained.  When 
this  has  been  done^  it  WfUl  be  known  that:  the  first 
ctass  is  that  which  has  received  an  addition  of 
twenty  per  centum  to  its  foreign  cost,  amd  that  the 
•second  class  is  that  which  has  received  an  addi* 
tioa  of  ton  per  centum  to  its  foreign  coat ;  aotd 
those  additions  may  then  be  subtracted.  But  (hts 
r^isort  to  oajovdation  muat  be  unavailing  to  all  who 
are  not  informed  of  the  error*  in  questioa,  oc  know 
not  the  process.by:  which  it,  noay  be  corrected.  1%b 
Kbecty  to  ooirect  errors  is  not  sufficient.  Bvery 
fact  which  is  worthy  of.  a  place  in  statistical  ac- 
QOUAts  should  be  so  staied  as  to  nequiDe  no  calca- 
lation  to  render  it  more  true. 

What^  then,  is  the  true  praociirfe  upon  whdch 
imports  and  exports  .should  be  valued  ?    The  ques* 
tion  is  thus  stated  because  it  is  equally  applicable 
tpi  imports  and  exports,  and  toevery  part  of  both. 
.  1.  Commodities  hayedifiecent  valueaia  dsffi»- 


eaitcMintneft;  aaddttelicctsfieQn 
is  to  obtain  tbe  Ugbervsnie  «biekr% 
intbacoontry  to  wkickitisscsL  k,, 
and  tbe  hifi>berTakMsare«|nil7i!L> 
facts  which  may  be  staled  vbco  trr\ 
The  first  or  lower  vafau^  shnp  ^ 
country  from  which  the  aitidefie 
addiiiooal  valnemai^aecraeisBf 
ever.     When  aaarosJeisseDtbec 
to  anoCher,  the  price  paid  ftr  t  es 
uoiTeraailf  paid  ay  the  coao&y  vki: 
country  which  sells.    The  tmevte 
rives  ia  thacoimtry  towhiohitiiat  j 
Vfidue  ia  miaoh  greater  than  ibtrnx' 
an  export.    The  aikhtional  Tthesftse 
and  it  becomes  dtstibgaisbed  iusc 
into  two  parts — ^the  expense  of  tn^;::^ 
the  profit  of  the  mercfawt  Oik^c 
may  increaae  or  afieet  the  eahv ti 
here  laid  out  of  view.    Ftmki » ^ 
profil  nattst  necessarily  be  dc»i|cci-> 
tional  vahiei.   Theexpaseofino^.^ 
cle,  and  sooae  profit  to  tbe  meftGc.^* 
be  obtained  in  the  augments f^-^ 
cle;  for  otherwise  nothifig  waKtr^'i 
tbe  oommeree  would  not  take  pltet  Ii^ 
of  tmnsportfttton  is  paM  totbecc^cr 
ries  the  article ;  and  ihe  profit  of  (^v«> 
paid  to  the  country  to  which  be  ixio^  <' 
pease  of  tranaportatioa  is  d«ap;s;>* 
try  whose  ships  and  seamen  ire o^'^ 
service ;  «ad  the  navigatios  tm^'^ 
lo  the  ooanrry  which  seUs  tin  trttt^'^ 
try  which  buys  it,  or  to  m^^,^ 
merchant  who  causes  the  a^ide^'' 
from  one  coHtotry  to  «fl<'**^^5f*  .^ 
subject  of  either  of  those  ooontwjff^*^ 
country.     When  he  sells  theaifi*"*^ 
to  vrhich  it  is  scnt^  wfartewk  wb»^ 
tbe  sum  paid  for  it  and  ^^^j^^ 
country  to  which  he  bekngj;  ^J^ 
to  any  country.    When  ike  ^  ^ 
merchant  both  belong  to  Ae  ^f^!L|i 
theartiefai,  that  coonftf  pip^'fj  « 
than  its  first  or  lower  pa*  *u  ^^ 
country  buying  the  article jjjj^^ 
freight  and  tbe  mercantihp^^^i 
are  paid  to  that  coimtryiw"2iik'» 
the  right  hand  to  the  ^^^J^i  w#^ 
class  to  another  class  «^^^1?l,rtsc{« 
^ym ;  by  the  consumer  to  w**^  ^ 
merchant;  and  they  are  «"*\^tf« 
The  country  buying  pay Sj » *  "^;C 
lowersum  forwhich  diesrade**^,^^ 

the  country  selling.  ^^^ZTiM^^ 
chant  both  bdoog  to  tks  eom^ '  ^n^ 
article,  the  country  boyinf  pJl^^ 
selling  the  higher  valae  <rf^*^s^ 


freight  and  meroaatile  p;^-.»i^' 
chant  and  the  navigaior  lwt»  J*^^^  ^ 
country,  the  country  bnyisg^^tf^ 
value  to  that  third  c^ui^n^  "^-jiarj 
chant  and  the  navigaa*  ^Zm^Z 
the  mercantile  profit  is  m  Z^ilT, 
the  freight  to  aiothcr.  ^l^^tln^ 
tarn  that  the  coaatry  bfl9«V  P'' 
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ported  into  the  United  States,  or  has  been  imported 
within  any  of  the  last  thirty  years?  Your  quefi- 
tion  is,  indeed,  interesting ;  but  it  cannot  be  an- 
iwered  by  any  official  or  authentic  statement  of 
Dur  imports.  It  is  peculiarly  de&irabie  that  we 
should  possess  accurate  infonnation  of  the  amount 
of  imported  manufacture?  in  those  cases  in  which 
our  own  consumption  is  supplied  partly  by  the  in- 
dustry of  our  own  citizens,  and  partly  from  foreign 
countries.  The  imports  of  this  character  inrolve 
B  great  question  of  national  policy.  As  they  are 
lugmented  or  diminished,  our  own  manufactures 
sire  depressed  or  reliered.  It  is  now  evident  that 
tome  of  the  most  important  of  our  own  manufac- 
tures require  the  aid  of  the  Government  to  sup- 
port them  against  the  pressure  of  foreign  com- 
petition. 

Correct  information  of  the  kinds  and  amounts 
of  these  imports  may  be  easily  obtained.  When 
roods  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties  are  imported,  the 
Kind  of  each  article  is  ascertained,  in  order  to  as- 
certain the  rate  of  duty  to  which  it  is  subject;  and 
its  value  is  ascertained,  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
imount  of  the  duty.  The  quantity^  of  the  article 
%\so  appears  from  the  invoice  ot  the  importer, 
rtie  custom-house  thus  obtains  an  account  of  the 
kind,  quality,  and  value  of  every  import  subject 
to  ad  valorem  duty.  But  these  facts  are  not  given 
:n  the  accounts  returned  to  the  Treasury.  In 
those  accounts,  the  kinds,  quantities,  and  values 
)f  particular  articles  are  not  stated.  All  articles 
which  pay  the  same  rate  of  duty  are  placed  in  one 
;lass,  and  the  aggregate  value  of  the  whole  class 
IS  given.  In  the  present  practice  of  the  custom- 
[louses,  no  account  of  the  quantities  or  value  of 
[^articular  articles  is  preserved.  The  invoice  of 
the  importer  is  returned  to  him  after  the  amount 
3f  the  duty  is  ascertained.  But  an  account  of  the 
denomination  of  the  article,  its  quantity,  and  its 
value,  may  be  kept,  and  returned  to  the  Treasury. 

It  is  not  proposed  that  a  distinct  account  should 
ye  kept  at  the  custom-houses,  or  given  in  the  state- 
ments of  imports,  of  the  kind,  quantity,  and  value 
>f  every  article  subject  to  ad  valorem  duty.  This 
would  be  an  extreme  of  minuteness,  without  utility. 
The  articles  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties  com- 
prehend the  finer  manufactures ;  and  those  man- 
jfactures  are  now  so  numerous,  and  so  various  in 
their  denominations,  that  an  account  of  the  im- 
ports of  each  one  of  them  by  its  peculiar  denom- 
ination would  be  far  too  prolix.  It  is  proposed  to 
select  from  these  imports  such  of  them  as  are  great 
tn  amount,  and  such  of  them  as  come  into  compe- 
tition here  with  like  articles  manufactured  in  any 
considerable  degree  in  the  United  States ;  and  to 
itate  such  imports  separately  from  all  others,  and 
from  each  other,  by  their  kinds,  qualities,  and 
values.  Thus,  manufactures  of  cotton,  woollen 
rpanufactures,  and  manufactures  of  iron,  are  three 
great  classes  of  imports  which  should  be  stated 
d  isti  nctly .  Manufacmres  of  flax,  and  those  of  silk, 
may  also  be  stated  separately.  Some  of  these  gen- 
eral heads  maybesusceptibleof  subdivisions,  which 
would  be  usetul ;  other  particular  imports,  of  suf^ 
ficient  importance  to  be  distinctly  known,  should 
be  separately  stated.    Bat  it  does  not  seem  ex* 


pedient  to  define  the  cases  in  which  special  state- 
ments of  particular  articles  should  be  given,  others 
wise  than  by  the  general  principles  which  have 
been  mentioned.  The  application  of  those  princi- 
ples, and  the  selection  of  particular  cases  for  stated 
meiits,  will  most  properly  be  left  to  the  officers  who 
compile  the  statements.  Under  a  general  direc- 
tion, they  will  be  able  to  determine  the  castas  in 
which  special  statements  will  be  useful,  and  to 
reach  the  judicious  medium  between  too  much 
uncertainty  on  the  one  side,  and  unnecessary  min- 
uteness on  the  other.  When  all  the  cases  which 
are  worthy  of  distinct  statements  shall  have  been 
selected,  the  residue  of  these  imports  may  be  stated 
in  such  aggregates  or  classes  as  may  be  conve- 
nient. 

The  imports  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties  are 
stated  as  being  of  the  value  of  their  foreign  cosl^ 
with  additions  often  or  twenty  per  centum  to  that 
cost  These  additions  to  the  foreign  cost  are  alto- 
gether artificial.  They  are  prescribed  by  the  acts 
concerning  the  duties ;  perhaps,  in  order  to  adapit 
the  duties  to  the  foreign  cost  of  the  articles,  so  as  to 
levy  the  same  revenue  upon  like  articles,  whether 
imported  from  Europe  or  from  India.  The  same 
effect  to  the  revenue  would,  however,  be  produced  if 
the  duty  were  ten  per  centum  higher,  and  the  Euro- 
pean article  were  valued  at  its  foreign  cost  merely ^ 
and  the  like  article  from  India  were  valued  at  its 
foreign  cost,  with  an  addition  of  ten  per  centum. 
The  same  effect  to  the  revenue  would  also  result 
if  the  European  article  and  the  article  from  India 
were  each,  respectively,  valued  at  their  foreigir 
cost  merely,  if  the  duty  on  the  European  article 
were  at  the  same  time  ten  per  centum  higher^ 
and  the  duty  on  the  article  from  India  twenty 
per  centum  higher  than  they  now  are.  The 
real  and  sole  eBfect  of  raising  the  valuation  is  to 
augment  the  duty.  It  cannot  be  said  that  the 
foreign  cost,  when  augmented  by  one-tenth  or 
one-htlth  of  that  cost,  is  the  true  value  of  the 
imports  in  this  country.  The  true  value  of  a 
thing  can  never  be  assessed  and  declared  by  law. 
It  is  always  a  fact  depending  upon  the  utility  of 
the  thing  for  the  time  being;  or,  in  other  words, 
upon  the  supply  of  the  articles,  and  the  wants  ot 
mankind.  Whether,  therefore,  the  Icjg^islator  de- 
clares a  permanent  value  of  imports,  as  in  England^ 
or  a  variable  value,  with  fixed  and  uniform  addi* 
tions,  as  here,  he  never  determines  the  true  value 
of  any  article.  Such  relations  of  value  may»  per- 
haps, be  convenient  as  fiscal  rules,  because  they 
may  tend  to  render  the  duties  equal,  in  eflect,  upoii 
dirorent  importers;  or  they  may  serve  to  produce 
the  amount  of  revenue  intended  to  be  levied ;  but 
they  do  not  represent  facts  as  they  are.  Nor  caoi 
it  be  supposed  that  the  imports  from  the  countries 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  when  increased 
by  one-fifth,  and  other  imports,  when  increased  bjr 
one-tenth  or  their  foreign  value,  afford  an  averagef 
of  their  value  here;  or  that  these  gross  sums  area 
just  equation  of  the  values  of  these  imports  in 
this  country.  The  fact  is  not  so.  The  imports 
from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Gk>od  Hope  must  be  con- 
sidered as,  in  general,  worth  here  at  least  seven  If 
per  centum  more  than  their  foreign  cost,  and  Che 
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imporl9  from  JBUmpe  nay-  be  «tiaftte4  tt  be,  to 
miwal,  at  leaxt  thirty-fiv<c  per  ceoUiia  moie  ^dki- 
^Me  here  tban  ia  the  countries  from  which  they 
come.  The  daties  alone  upon  a  great  part  of  these 
iioiports  are  more  than  tea  and  twenty  per  centian 
of  their  foreign  eott.  If  the  duties  on  these  tm^ 
ports  were  added  to  the  foreign  cost,  the  sum  oh^ 
tained  in  that  manner  would  approach  far  more 
jiearly  to  the  value  of  the  imports  here  than  the 
amount  obtained  by  the  fixed  additions  of  ten  and 
twenty  per  centum  to  the  foreign  cost.  But,  withr 
out  regard  to  the  duties,  if  there  were  any  pro- 
priety in  the  idea  of  attempting  to  ascerlwii  the 
true  value  of  thniro^rts  here  bv  fixed  additions  to 
the  foreign  cost,  which  might  be  equal  to  the  a4- 
ditional  value  which  the  articles  ^nerally  bear 
hcare,  those  additions  should  be  &r  higher  than  ten 
aud  twenty  per  centum.  It  is  evident  that  the  of- 
ficial statements  do  not  furnish  the  true  value  of 
these  imports.  If  we  seek  to  learn  the  value  of 
the  goods  in  the  foreign  countries  from  which  they 
are  brought,  the  statements  do  not  give  that  fact* 
If  we  desire  to  know  the  value  of  the  goods  in  this 
country,  the  statements  do  not  afford  that  fact. 
The  value  assigned  to  the  goods  l^  the  statements 
is  an  artificial  result,  never  according  with  facfti^ 
unless  1^  accident ;  but  representing  the  goods  as 
worth  much  more  than  their  cost  abroad,  and  much 
\fi»  than  they  are  generally  worth  here. 

But  the  additions  of  ten  and  twenty  per  centum 
may  be  deducted  from  the  foreign  cost  of  these 
imports.  Undoubtedly  this  may  be  done.  If  it 
is  prooer  that  this  shoiud  be  done,  then  it  is  proper 
that  tnese  imports  should  be  started  by  the  public 
officers  at  their  fweign  cost,  without  addttjons. 
JlAy  person  may,  indeed,  make  the  deductioa  fton 
the  amoimt  stilted,  but  not  merely  by  a  simple  sub- 
traction.  It  does  not  appear  from  the  statements 
to  what  snn»  tea  per  centum  is  added,  nor  to  whal 
sums  twenty  per  centum  is  added,  otherwise  than 
by  reference  to  the  particular  countries  from  vrhich 
imports  are  brought.  These  several  countries  are 
speoifiad,  with  the  amount  imported  from  eet^h  of 
inem.  The  imports  which-  come  from  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Qood  Hope  may  be  selected  from  thoae 
which  come  from  other  places;  the  whole  may 
be  thus  senarated  into  two  classes,  and  the  total 
amount  ox  each  class  raav  be  obtained.  When 
this  has  been  done^  it  will  be  known  that:  the  first 
utass  is  that  which  has  received  an  addition  of 
twenty  per  centum  to  ite  foreign  cos^  and  that  the 
aecond  class  is  that  which  haa  received  an  addi- 
don  of  tan  per  centum  to  ils  foreign  cost ;  and 
those  additions  may  then  be  subtracted.  Bui  this 
f^$ort  to  calovdation  muat  be  unavailing  to  ail  who 
are  not  informed  of  the  error-  in  question,  oc  know 
not  the  process  by  which  it  may  be  corrected.  The 
liberty  to  ooirect  errors  is  not  sufficient.  Kvery 
frMct  which  is  worthy  of  a  place  in  statistical  ac- 
QOUAts  should  be  so  staled  as  to  nequise  no  calcu- 
lation to  render  it  more  true. 

What)  then,  is  ^  true  princiirfe  upon  wfadch 
imports  and  exports  should  be  valued  ?    The  ques* 
tion  is  thus  stated  because  it  is  equally  applicable 
tt^  imports  and  exports,  and  to  every  part  of  both. 
'  V  C^iomodities  havedifievent muea in  diffi»- 


enteoutttfies;  aud^ohiectof  ftic^ 
is  to  obuin  the  higher  value  vfaieiianartiefe  hens 
in  the  country  to  which  it  is  seaiu  Both  the  lover 
and  the  higher  values  are  e<|Dallf  real,  aa^  both  art 
facts  which  may  be  slated  when  they  aie  kaovn^ 
The  first  or  lower  value,  aiways  bekmgs  to  the 
country  from  which  the  aiMe  ss  etpanBL  The 
additional  value  mi^aeerue  tsany  ooamcry  wfaai* 
ever.    When  an  artiole  is  sent  from  «Be  council 


to  another,  the  price  paid  for  it  as  an  ex|Nirt  « 
universally  paid  by  the  cooairy  which  buys  to  the 
country  which  sells.    The  same  articla  now  ap- 
rives  in  the  country  to  which  it  ia  sent.    Tboe,  Um 
value  is  mueh  greater  than  the  «Ha  paid  for  k  as 
an  export.   Tm  additional  value  is  there  seeeived; 
and  it  becomes  distinguished  in  ita  apiiUcatioD 
into  two  parts — ^the  expense  of  transportatioB,aBd 
the  profit  of  the  merchanL    Other  fiiou^  wkkh 
may  increase  or  aileet  the  enhanced  value,  am 
here  laid  out  of  view.    Freij^ht  and  nsereantilu 
profil  must  necessarily  be  defisayed  by  this  addi- 
tional value.  The  ocpcnse  of  transporting  the  aii>> 
cle,  and  some  profii  to  the  mercfasmt,  mart  bodi 
be  obtained  in  the  augmented  value  of  the  am- 
de ;  for  otherwise  notoins  would  be  gained,  and 
the  commerce  would  not  tuoe  plaee.    The  eipesa 
of  transportation  is  paid  to  the  coustry  vhioh  car- 
ries the  article ;  and  the  profit  of  the  tacffchant  ii 
paid  to  the  country  to  which  he  beloiigs.    The  et- 
pease  of  transportation  is  alwaya  pmd  ta  the  coun- 
try whose  ships  and  seamen  are  eoaphiyed  in  that 
service ;  and  the  narigation  employed  may  bekxog 
to  the  country  which  sells  the  aitiele  lo  the  coua^ 
try  which  buys  it,  or  to  any  other  country.    The 
merchant  who  causes  the  article  to  be  eonve^ 
from  one  country  to  another  may  be  a  cUina  cv 
suliject  of  either  of  those  oountries,  or  of  any  other 
country.    When  he  sells  the  axtide  in  dus  oouutry 
to  which  it  is  sent^  whatover  be  receives  beyond 
the  sum  paid  for  it  and  the  fright  is  paid  to  the 
country  to  which  he  belongs;  and  he  may  belong 
to  any  country.    When  Sie  navigator  and  the 
merchant  both  belong  to  die  country  irinch  buys 
the  article^  that  country  pays  for  it  Boddag  move 
than  its  fifa^t  or  lower  paee.    in  A»  case,  the 
country  buying  the  article  payi^  indeed,  both  the 
freight  and  the  mercantile  profit;  but  these  snoa 
are  paid  to  that  country  itself;  they  aoe  |iaid  by 
the  right  hand  fee  the  left;  they  axe  paid  by  oae 
class  to  another  dass  of  the  people  of  the  country 
buying ;  by  the  constuner  to  the  navigator  and  the 
merclmnt;  and  they  are  all  of  the  saose  country. 
The  country  buying  pays^  as  a  society,  ouly  the 
lower  sum  for  which  the  crude  was  imehased  from 
the  country  selling.    If  the  navigator  and  the  mer- 
chant both  belong  to  the  country  which  sells  tin 
article,  the  country  buying  nys  to  the  otnmvry 
selling  the  higher  value  oi  the  arti^,  inciudiag 
freight  and  meronntila  profit.     When  due  mer- 
chant  and  the  navigator  both  belong  toaome  third 
coualryf  the  country,  buying  pays  the  additioBd 
value  to  that  tidrd  coun^;  and  when  the  ra«» 
chant  and  the  navigator  are  of  dififereot  oountries 
the  mercantile  profit  ia  paid  to  one  ooonlry,  and 
the  freight  to  another.    It  is  therefore  «lwap  oei^ 
tam  that  the  country  buying  pays  to  tbe  coeatif 
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cHhigr  tii6  stMA  paii  fat  t&e  article  as  an  export,  or 
he  law^r  value  whidi  it  bears  at  the  place  and 
ime  of  exponatioiii  It  is  not  certain,  from  any 
valuation  of  the  article,  that  the  country  buying 
lays  to  the  country  selling  more  than  that  lower 
alue.  The  additional  value  is  variously  paid, 
iccording  to  the  national  characters  of  merchants 
ind  navigators ;  and  these  facts  cannot  be  shown 
\y  any  vatoation  of  the  article.  The  principle  of 
valuation  must  be  a  uniform  rule.  If  such  a  rule 
annot  exhibit  the  sums  actually  received  and 
aid  by  the  nation  for  eifports  and  imrports,  it 
bould  exhibit  those  sums  as  nearly  as  may  be 
iracttcable.  The  first  or  lower  value  of  exports 
tnd  imports  are  sums  certainly  received  and  j^id; 
md  those  sums  may  be  exhibited  by  valuations, 
f  the  higher  values  are  stated,  they  will  compre- 
lend  not  only  the  lower  values,  which  are  uni- 
brmly  paid  ny  the  nation  buying,  and  received 
»y  the  nation  selling,  but  also  the  additional  values, 
vhich  are  variously  participated,  as  wdl  between 
he  nation  selling  and  the  nation  buying  as  among 
)ther  nations.  The  lower  values  and  the  addi- 
ional  values  will  then  appear  undistinguished  in 
he  gross  amocmt  of  the  higher  values ;  and  the 
raluations  will  not  determine  how  much  has  been 
eceived  and  paid,  either  on  account  of  the  lower 
values  or  on  account  of  the  additional  values.  It 
8  therefore  proper  that  the  valuations  should  ex- 
nre^s  those  sums  which  are  uniformly  and  cer* 
a  inly  received  and  paid  by  the  nation  for  exports 
ind  imports;  and  that  the  additional  values,  which 
ire  vanoui^y  and  unequally  received  and  paid 
imong  diflerent  nations,  should  not  be  included 
n  the  vakiations. 

2.  The  export  and  the  imports  shoutd  both  be 
'alued  by  the  same  rule.  If  the  expoils  are  val* 
ted  by  one  rule,  ami  thd  imports  by  another,  their 
'alues  cannot  be  compared  with  each  other.  An 
^aggeratton  of  one,  or  a  depression  of  the  other, 
aust  occur  in  the  relation  between  them ;  and  the 
incertainty  arising  from  this  cause  must  defeat  the 
itility  of  statistical  accounts  of  values.  The  value 
f  an  impcKted  artlofe  in  the  country  from  which 
t  comes,  and  the  value  of  the  same  article  here, 
re  both  fcicts  which  may  be  ascertained:  and 
ither  of  tliese  facts  may  be  taken  as  the  value  to 
le  given  to  the  article  in  statistical  accounts.  But, 
bough  we  can  ascertain  lite  values  which  our  im- 
K>rts  bear,  either  here  or  in  the  countries  from 
vikich  they  oome,  we  cannot  ascertain  the  values 
»f  our  exports  in  the  foreign  countries  to  which 
hey  are  sent  The  foreign  cost  of  the  imports  is 
I  fact  which  precedes  the  importation  ;  aira,  faav- 
ng  the  imports  under  the  control  of  our  own  laws 
nd  officers,  we  may  ascertain  that  preeedim^  fact. 
)ut  the  additional  value  of  the  exports  in  f^ei^ 
countries  bieyond  dieir  value  here  is  not  within 
mr  reach  ;  it  is  a  fact  which  occurs  afler  the  ex- 
x>rts  are  no  longer  subfect  to  our  control.  We  can- 
lot  institute  legal  proceedings  in  a  foreign  country 
o  ascertain  the  value  of  our  sports  there;  nor 
irouM  it  be  prsper  to  impose  on  the  exporter  the 
Hirden  of  returning  proofs  of  the  sales  or  value 
»f  his  expats  in  a  foreigp  country.  Being  unable 
0  ascertain,  by  any  stutable  means,  the  fonogn 


value  of  our  exports,  we  are,  in  efl^,  obliged  ta* 
adopt  and  state  their  domestic  value ;  al>d,  as  we 
take  the  value  which  the  exports  bear  here  in  tW 
country  from  which  they  are  sent,  we  should  9At>& 
state  tne  imports  according  to  the  value  wMeb' 
they  bear  as  ex|M)rts  in  the  countries  from  wbieli 
they  come.  If  the  rule  for  the  valuation  of  the 
imports  should  be  their  value  here,  and  the  ruk^ 
for  the  valuation  of  the  exports  should  be  tfeeit" 
value  here,  the  results  of  rules  so  different  would' 
be  very  extravagant  in  their  relation  to  each  otiier* 
The  higher  value  of  the  imports  would  stand  op^ 
posed  to  the  lower  value  of  the  exports.  The  imr- 
ports would  appear  with  the  additions  of  freighia 
and  mercantile  profits,  while  the  exports  weali 
appear  without  such  additions.  The  imports  woiritt 
be  greatly  swelled,  or  the  exports  greatly  reduced^ 
in  their  relation  to  each  other ;  and  no  just  com- 
parison between  the  values  of  the  exports  and  the 
imports  could  be  made.  Such  would  be  the  ooik^ 
sequence  of  adopting  the  value  of  the  imports  here 
as  the  rule  for  tbeir  valuation,  unless  the  exporti^ 
were  also  stated  according  to  their  value  as  imports 
in  the  foreign  cotmtries  to  which  they  are  sent/ 
Boft,  as  we  cannot  determine  the  foreign  value  ^ 
the  exports,  we  must  state  them  at  their  vahartP 
here ;  and  this  reason  alone  renders  it  tf^oei^sarf- 
to  state  the  imports  at  the  lower  value  which  they 
bear  in  the  countries  from  which  they  oome. 

It  is  accordingly  conceived  that  ail  the  importer 
and  all  the  exports  should  be  valued  at  the  pridsif 
paid  for  them,  or  their  real  values,  at  the  times  anif 
places  of  exportation  in  the  countries  from  whicA^ 
they  are,  respeccivsely,  sent.  This  principle  is  re^' 
commended,  by  its  intrinsic  projff  iety.  as  tha  t  wi^k 
afibrds  greater  certainty  than  atty  otaer,  by  thene^ 
oessity  which  allows  no  other  rule  applicable  l^lcll 
like  effect  to  both  exports  and  imports,  and  b^  thi 
consideration  that  this  rule  is  already  established 
for  the  valuation  of  the  exports. 

Returning  to  the  statements  of  imports,  it  It 
seen  that  the  only  nart  of  the  imports  whion  noir 
receives  an  official  valuation  is  valued  upon  ia* 
principle  which  is  both  erroneous  in  itsdf,  and  dif^ 
ferent  from  that  by  which  the  exports  are  valued. 

What  has  been  the  amount  of  the  imports  of  ihW 
United  States  in  the  several  years  since  the  oofl^ 
menoement  of  the  present  Govemnsent  in  1789? 
This  inquvrv  cannot  be  answered.  It  is  not  ail^ 
swered  by  the  official  statements  of  imports.  It^ 
cannot  be  answered  by  any  official  document.  Hi 
the  absence  of  authentic  information,  evety  pt^ 
son  is  left  to  compute  the  amount  for  himselr,  frotft' 
sm^h  materials  as  he  may  possess,  and  accordingf 
to  such  principles  of  valuation  as  he  may  adojptrf 
Estimates  of  the  amount  may  undoubtedly  W 
made;  and,  ivdien  formed  with  care  and  judg^ 
ment,  they  may  be  probable  anj^ximations  ttf 
truth.  Estimates  of  the  value  or  imports  of  somij 
of  the  last  thirty  years  have  been  made  and  laid 
before  Congress  by  officers  of  the  Ch>vemmeni. 
These  estimates  are  official,  as  proceediops  frofli 
public  officers ;  and  they  are  entitled  to  high  rd* 
spect.  They  were  made  by  men  of  eminent  tti^ 
enftt  and  (petit  knowledge,  who  wete  able  to  f«fai 
asd  give  just  views  eonoeniitig  the  tabjeet  of  thiet» 
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eittaifttaB.  Still,  they  are  mere  estimates ;  and,  to 
•  freat  ei  tent,  estimates  ioHtead  of  ascertained  facts. 
Ocber  estimates  of  the  imports  of  certain  years 
^ve  been  made  by  other  individuals.  In  the 
opmmencement  of  this  report  the  imports  of  seven 
M  vera  I  vears  are  stated,  according  to  ei«ti  mates  of 
their  value.  These  valuations  are  introduced  here, 
because  they  have  been  considered  as  some  of  the 
mQsl  correct  estimates  of  our  imports  which  have 
been  offered  to  the  public  They  were  formed 
with  great  labor  and  care ;  and  they  are,  undoubt- 
edly, accurate  results  from  the  materials  used,  and 
the  principles  of  calculation  employed  in  the  pro- 
ecfv.  How  far  they  afford  a  just  statement  of  the 
faJue  of  the  imports  of  these  years  will  be  seen 
when  the  materials  and  principles  of  calculation 
upon  which  they  are  founded  are  understood.  The 
eavtimates  for  these  seven  years  do  not  include  the 
imports  free  from  duty ;  and  thus  a  part,  equal  to 
about  .a  twentieth  of  all  the  import*^,  is  omitted. 
The  imports  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties  were 
here  valued  as  they  are  valued  in  the  official  state- 
ments, with  additions  of  ten  and  twenty  per  cent- 
um to  their  foreign  cost.  In  respect  to  the  imports 
nibjeet  to  specific  duties,  as  their  value  is  not  of- 
Bcially  ascertained,  it  was  necessary  that  the  au- 
thor of  these  estimates  should  himself  ass&'s  the 
values  of  these  articles.  A  vast  mass  of  merchan- 
dise of  various  kinds,  brought  from  all  quarters  of 
Ibe  world,  in  seven  different  years,  was  to  receive 
valuations.  The  onlv  practicable  course  wa.^ 
laken.  The  author  or  these  estimates  collected 
Ibe  current  prices  of  the  various  articles,  as  those 

e rices  existed  in  some  of  the  principal  ports  of  the 
Faited  States,  in  the  different  years  of  thes^  im- 
portations. Taking  those  prices  as  the  values,  he 
eooiouted  the  total  value  of  the  imports  of  each 
•rticle  in  each  year.  In  this  manner,  the  values 
pf  the  imports  paying  specific  duties  were  assess- 
ed. The  estimated  values  of  the  various  articles, 
a|  different  times  and  places,  are  not  stated ;  and 
i^a  the  estimated  amount  only  is  given,  no  means 
Qf  4eciding  how  far  that  amount  may  be  correct 
are  afforded.  If  any  different  estimate  of  the  value 
of  these  imports  should  be  presented  in  the  same  | 
way,  it  would  be  uncertain  which  estimate  is  more 
correct  than  the  other.  Hence,  the  credit  due  to 
all  estimates  which  have  been  made  of  the  value 
of  this  class  of  imports  must  depend  uiK)h  the  con- 
fidence reposed  in  the  author  of  the  estimates,  who 
can  only  present  such  information  as  he  may  pos- 
aess,  and  such  probabilities  as  bis  own  judgment 
may  lead  him  to  adopt  These  estimates  compre- 
hend only  imports  subject  to  duty.  They  five 
the  imports  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties  at  ueir 
foreign  cost,  with  additions  of  ten  and  twenty  per 
eentum.  They  give,  the  value  of  the  imports  sub- 
ject to  specific  duties,  as  that  value  was  estimated 
to  have  been  in  the  United  States  after  importa- 
lioii.  That  value,  of  course,  included  freight, 
mercantile  profits,  and  our  own  duties  upon  these 
articles.  When  the  imports  thus  valued  are  placed 
in  opposition  to  the  exports  of  the  same  seven 
years,  the  contrast  is  remarkable.  The  imports 
appear  to  exceed  the  exports  by  great  sums  in  each 
•f  Che  seven  years.  Upon  the  whole  period  of  seven 


years,  the  imporU  appear  to  exceed  (be  cxfioru  by 

999,493,295 ;  and  the  average  of  this  sum  Hm^  caca 
year  is  $14213  327;  and  yet,  from  the  geoe/al 
state  of  our  foreign  trade  during  these  seven  yean^ 
from  the  Ist  of  October,  1794,  to  the  30th  ot  Sep- 
tember, 1801,  and  from  every  source  oi  infurma- 
tion  to  which  we  can  look,  exceptiog-  only  the 
public  statements,  in  which  the  tacts  should  be 
found,  there  can  hardly  be  any  doubt  tiiat  the  ex- 
)K>rts  exceeded  the  imjxurts  in  every  one  of  thcise 
years.  The  solution  of  these  diflmnces  is  found 
m  the  different  methods  of  vaUi'mg  ibe  exports 
and  the  imports.  The  exports  are  valued  at  (heir 
cost  here,  as  exports ;  and,  consequently,  they  do 
not  include  the  sums  which  we  have  received  for 
them  beyond  that  cost.  The  imports  are  ooi  valu- 
ed upon  the  like  principle;  they  are  valued  at  their 
foreign  cost,  together  with  all  the  aecumulatioiis 
which  are  produced  by  the  addition  o(  one-Mtk 
and  one-tenth  to  the  foreign  cost  of  a  part  of  the 
imports,  and  by  the  addition  of  freight,  mercantile 
profits,  and  our  own  duties  to  another  pan  o(  the 
imports.  According  to  this  method  of  valuing  the 
imports,  they  will  always  appear  to  be  greater  (hsa 
the  exports,  whether  they  are.  in  truth,  greater  or 
less.  Vet  these  are  some  of  the  best  valuations  of 
our  imports  which  are  now  extant ;  and  this  is  the 
method  in  which  these  valuations  were  made. 

In  regard  to  most  of  the  last  thirty  years,  it  doei 
not  appear  that  any  estimate  of  the  amouoi  of  the 
imports  has  been  made. 

The  value  of  the  imports  is  therefore  ank&own. 
We  are  without  any  official  account  of  thdx 
amount,  and  are  destitute  of  satisfactory  vbSotmtL- 
tionupon  that  point ;  it  is,  consequently, imposaiUe 
to  maxe  any  just  comparison  between  our  exports 
and  our  imports.    The  correctness  of  every  such 
comparison  depends  upon  values;  and  no  just 
comparison  between  exports  and  imports  can  be 
made,  unless  the  values  of  both  are  ascertained  as 
facts,  and  upon  the  same  principle  in  both  ca^ea^ 
Hence,  all  those  statements  now  before  the  pubiiCf 
which  represent  that  our  imports  have  excf«ded. 
our  exports  by  a  certain  sum,  or  that  our  exports 
have    exceeded  our    imports  by  an/  pirljcolar 
amount,  in  any  of  the  last  thirty  yeaisyareexeeed- 
inglv  uncertain  and  delusive.    In  respect  to  HMxt 
of  those  thirty  years,  it  must  always  remain  un- 
certain whether  the  exports  or  the  imports  were 
greater;  and,  in  rei>pect  to  the  whole  period,  the 
amount  of  any  excess  which  may  have  existed  on 
either  side,  in  any  year,  most  remain  unknown. 
For  the  same  reasons,  the  balancesof  our  trade  witb 
particular  countries  are  unknown. 

The  imports  of  the  last  year  are  not  yet  slated. 
Tiiey  probably  amounted  to  one  hundred  millions 
of  dollars.  Of  that  sum,  five  millions  may  have 
been  articles  free  from  duty,  iorty-five  millions  ai- 
ticles  subject  to  specific  duties,  and  fifU  mUVioos 
articles  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties.  These  pro- 
portions of  the  three  classes  of  imports  may  not 
be  exact;  but  they  must  be  nearly  correct, and 
they  are  offered  merely  to  illustrate.  When  the 
imports  of  the  last  year  shall  be  stated  in  thepn^- 
eat  forms,  the  result  from  the  facts  supposi^  will 
be,  that  the  amount  of  five  millions  will  not  appear 


APtWPSSS, 


uu 


^MHHfPMT'  ^JBUKMmM^  €j  '%StftMiUtfW  IMM  j\Wft^lMMl« 


of  fleameii,  «M  onployefi  m  this 
3.  Tbe  freigiits  reoeiTed  upon  these  sports 
ery  greiit^  berth  in  reference  to  tbe  Taine  of 
rtieles  esportecl,  and  in  ffbsolnte  atnooot. 
aoiir,  in  general,  that  nraoh  Che  largest  share 
i  navigation  employed  in  eoaireyitig  oor  ex<- 
to  other  coontries  is  oar  own ;  bnt  ^we  do 
low^  either  the  whole  amount  of  the  naviaa- 
o  employed,  or  the  aiettni  partition  of  that 


md  how  mneh  of  tt  i^i  fomgS)  are^  theref<fre,  al^ 
roMly  prarided.  Some  stateinents  of  these  faot^ 
in  eertaiA  bcaaehes  of  tawle,  haw  been  laid  beftiN) 
CoDgresa  open  particular  occasions,  but  the  ammtal 
statements  show  nothing  eonoerning  the  toiaage 
arriviag  from  any  particular  oountry^ 

When  the  particolar  conntry  froai  which  torn- 
nage  aniTes  is  stated,  that  fact  tmtoiteii,  in  aonila 
degree,  that  the  same  tonnage,  when  it  depaiti^ 
returns  to  the  country  fmn  wbieh  it  came ;  b9* 
caase  suoh  is  the  most  gcneiml  ooufse  of  fei«igii 
trade.  But  this  is  never  a  necessary  infim«ieer$ 
and,  in  a  multitude  of  cases,  the  t«sm1  does  not 
depart  directly  fat*  the  foreign  country  from  whitli 
k  came.  While  our  trade  with  the  British  W-eet 
indies  was  carried  on  in  Britiflfc  Tassels,  mneh 
British  tonaage,  arritrin^  from  Gieat  Britain^  ^ 
parted  hence  for  the  British  West  Indies.  ThAi 
tonnage  appeared  as  tonnaae  employed  in  our 
trade  with  Qreat  Britain.  It  was  truly  so  em** 
ployed  in  the  voyages  of  iasportatioa,  but  ia  the 
voyages  of  ezportatioa  it  was  employed  in  trade 
with  the  West  ladies ;  yet  this  tonaage  never  eni>> 
tered  into  any  statement  of  tonnage  employvd  in 
ear  trade  with  the  West  Indies.  When  one  of 
our  own  shtpa  exports  a  cargo  to  Spain,  H  aoayvitt 
letotn,  import  a  earvo  from  fin^and.  its  ton* 
nage  now  appears  oiuyas  so  much  tonnage  eih 
gaged  in  trade  with  fengland.    The  same  ship 


acioa  betweea  ourselves  and  other  nations. 
ighly  important  thatweshouid  know  with 
nty  the  amoimt  of  the  navigation  employed 
livkg  a'way  oor  eiports,  and  the  proportions 

amount  which  ace  held  by  omw vea  and  by 
nations. 

*  these  reasons,  it  is  proposed  to  ascertain  and 
the  tonnage  and  national  character  of  all 
&  departing  fiom  the  United  Stain  fer  for- 
ionntries,  Whea  we  have  tbe  tonnage  and 
lal  chaiaeter  i^  vessels  departing  as  weii  as 
3se  arriving,  we  shall  posaess  the  amount  of 
»niiage  employed  in  our  foreign  trade,  and 
nount  of  oar  own  tonnage  enjoyed  in  fbr- 
trade,  so  fo  as  they  can  be  Conveniently  pre- 
i  by  annual  stateaaents^  and  as  nearly  as  will 
iefol  for  ordmary  pnposes.  We  can  then 
are  the  tonnage  arriving- and  the  tonnage  de- 
ig  with  each  other,  aad  we  eanaee  the  actual 

of  navigation  which  we  possess,  and-  that 

h  foreigners  enjoy,  in  the  transportMion  of  I  may^  after  its  arrival  fpom  Bngland,  be  sent  to 
oor  exfints  and  onr  imports.    We  can  then    Hnssto,  and  there  is  no  account  of  this  tonnagh 
ve  the  increase  or  decline- of  tbe  tonnage  em- 
d  either  in  exportatieo  or  importstion,  and 
far  such  changes  may  be  fii/vorahle  to  oar- 
s  or  to  foreiji^ners ;  and  we  shall  be  able  to 

flnctuatiena  in  the  employment  of  navigation, 
ey  occur  in  each  year. 

le  statements  cff  tonaase  arriviag  distibgtiiBh 
erely  into  that  of  the  Unked  States,  and  that 
;h  is  foreigti,  or  not  of  the  United  S  tates.  Tiu 
ant  of  each  of  the  two  kindB  of  tannage  is 
d.  We  therelbre  learn  from  these  statements 
bg  more  than  the  amount  of  all  toimage  ar- 
g,  aad  the  respective  parts  of  the  amooat 
h  belong  to  the  United  States  on  the  one  side, 
to  the  rest  of  the  world  on  the  other.  These 
oients  do  not  show  how  much  tonnage  is  em-^ 
ed  in  any  particuliff  branch  of  onr  foreign  trade, 
or  example,  &e  trade  with  France.  They 
ot  show  how  much  of  the  tonnage  employed 
ny  branch  of  trade,  as  that  with  Franee^  is  onr 
,  or  how  mnch  is  foreign ;  and '  they  do  not 
V  to  what  foreign  nation  any  part  of  the  foreign 
lage  belongs^  We  do  not  learn  from  tfaeae 
-tnentB  either  the  amount  of  our  own  tonnage 
iged  in  commerce  with  any  nation  or  country, 
lie  amount  of  British  tonnage,  or  that  of  any 
T  foreiga  naitkm^  whidt  eaters  or  leaTes  omr 
:s. 

["he  returns  of  the  eolleetors  to  the  Treasoy 
e  the  tonnage  of  every  vessel  arriving  from  a 
tign  port,  and  the  country  from  which  Ae  vessel 
les,  and  tbey  also  speeify  the  nationaft  charac- 
of  the  dilferent  foreign  vessels  arriving.  The 
leriab  for  stating  how  muefe  of  the-  tammge 
tvingfroAi  any  pardealar  Gauntry  ia  oor  own, 


ng.  if  the  seme  ship  shoolil  return  dhredtfy 
from  Russia^  its  tonnage  wnll  appear  in  the  toa^ 
najge  employed  in  trade  with  Russia;  bat,  if  the 
ship  should  proaeed  from  RUssia  to  HoMand,  aai 
ishoold  enter  hera  from  Hbllandj  its  tonnaffe  w^ 
appear  as  engaged  in  trade-  with  Holland,  said 
there*  will  be  no  account  of  this,  tonnage  as  ea» 
gaged  in  the  trade  with  Rnesia.  The  practice 
is,  to  enter  the  vessel  aa  arriving  iirom  the  ibreitfa 
port  fh>m  which  the  imported  cargo  is-  bitongM 
Much  of  our  own  totmage  which  departs  for  paci- 
ticular  eounttin  retams  with  cargoes  from  cfther 
ctwuti iKS>  AH  this  toanage  now  appears  at  the 
custom-^honses  and  the  Treasery  as  tonaage  em* 
ployed  in  the  trade  with  the  eonatries  from  whM 
tbe  vessels  anvved  with  cargoes,  and  noting  aff^ 
pears  respecting  the  toanage  or  e»ploytnentof  ina 
sane  vemeb  ia  their  outward  voyages  to  dtbar 
countries.  When  the  tonaage  deparaag,  awdb  Iha 
countries  for  which  it  departs,  shall  be  ascertained^ 
as  well  as  the  tannage  arriving,  and  the  oountfies 
from  which  it  aeeiveB,  the  tonnage  employed  iai 
o«r  trade  with  each  foreign  eountrvwill  appear. 

Oiur  trade  with  China  is  oarriea  on  in  our  own 
vessels,  but  the  amount  of  tonnage  employed' itt 
that  trade  is  aaknowa. 

Our  trade  with  niost  parts  of  the  world  if  eai^ 
ried  on  partly  in  onr  own  vessels,  and  partlr^ 
finreign  vessels,  hut  we  know  not  either  the  wnnia 
amountof  tonnage  employed  ha  oar  trade  with  ava 
partioidar  country,  or  what  partrof  tbe  aaioimt  m 
our  own,  and  what  part  is  foieign*  In  all  tboae 
branches  of  our  foreign  dommeree  in  which  the 
conveyance  of  oar  exports  or  importa  takcB  plaee 
partly  in  our  own  vessels  and  partly  in  foreiga  vea- 
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iipplied  bf  the  aeoouiilief  tcmmU  arriviDg;  Brery 
vsf  ttge  ofimponation  lias  been  svppoaed  to  imply 
A  torfespondnigf  voyage  of  expwtatioD,  and  eyery 
airifml  to  indicate  a  corremonding  depanure.  The 
mam  vesaeb  are,  id  general,  employed  both  in  im- 
portation and  exportation.  As  we  have  the  Um- 
of  aH  Tetaels  which  enter  the  United  States 
other  coantrien,  the  amount  of  that  tonnage 
be«i  considered  as  the  amount  of  the  tonna^ 
of  all  vessels  which  leave  the  United  States  for 
other  countries ;  and  as  the  amount  of  tonnage 
atriving  is  divided  in  the  sta  tements  into  the  amount 
eC  our  own  tonnage  and  the  amount  of  foreign 
Cnnnage,  it  has  been  supposed  that  the  tonnage  of 
our  own  vessels  and  the  tonnage  of  foreign  vessels 
hoar  the  same  proportion  to  each  other  in  the  case 
of  departures  as  in  the  case  of  arrivals.  The  ton- 
nage departing  is  thus  deduced  from  the  tonnage 
arriving ;  and  the  conclusion  is,  that  theyr  are  bc^ 
of  the  same  amount.  In  pursuance  of  this  condu- 
iion,  the  tonnage  arriving  has  been  described  in 
natty  statements  which  are  before  the  public  as 
the  amount  of  our  own  tonnage,  and  of  foreign 
tonnage  employed  in  our  foreign  trade--an  ezprea- 
lion  which  comprehends  exportations  and  depart* 
una  as  well  as  importations  and  arrivahk 

The  supposition  that  the  tonnage  departing  and 
the  tonnage  arriving  are  of  the  same  amount  may 
he^  in  general,  nearlv  correct,  when  it  is  applied  to 
ar considerable  period  of  lime ;  but  it  is  by  no  means 
trae  that  the  tonnage  departing  and  the  tonnage 
arriving  durinff  any  short  period  are  equal  to  each 
Other.  In  such  periods  as  six  months  or  a  year 
there  may  be  a  great  difference  between  the  ton* 
nnge  departing  and  that  which  arrives  during  the 
same  period.  The  cennnge  engaged  in  foreign 
trade  varies  greatly  in  amount  from  time  to  time. 
The  proportion  of  our  own  tonnage  to  fowign  ton- 
nage also  varies  greatly  from  one  time  to  another. 
As  commerce  fluctuates,  so  fluctuates  the  naviga- 
tion which  it  employs.  When  the  imports  are 
much  increased  at  any  particular  time,  a  quantity 
of  tonnage  may  arrive  greater  than  that  whicn 
depaorts.  When  the  exports  increase,  without  a 
Uke  increase  of  the  imports,  a  quantity  of  tonnage 
departs  greater  than  that  which  avrives.  When 
we  engage  in  a  war  which  interrupts  the  ordinary 

eirsnit  of  our  navigation  and  commerce,  the  dif- 
rence  between  the  tonnage  arriving  and  the  ton- 
nage departing  may,  in  the  first  year  of  the  war, 
ha  very  great.  In  the  first  year  of  peace  succeeding 
such  a  war,  the  tonnage  departing  may  be  much 
greater  than  the  tonnage  arriving.  When  wars 
letween  other  countries  open  to  our  navigniion 
new  scenes  of  employment,  much  of  our  tonnage 
which  is  abroad  may  not  return  for  a  long  time, 
or  much  of  it  which  is  at  home  may  depart ;  and 
the  tonnage  arriving  may,  for  some  time,  be  much 
less  than  the  tonnage  departing.  When  such  wars 
eense^  our  tonnage  arriving  may,  for  some  time, 
nMch  exceed  our  tonnage  departing.  When  new 
Ngnlations  aflectingcominerce  and  navigation  are 
established,  they  may  for  some  time  produce  a 
great  disparity  between  the  tonnage  arriving  and 
ne  tonnage  departing,  or  they  may  for  some  time 
|M)dooe  a  proportion  between  our  own  tonnage 


and  foreigB  toawtnft,  vety  diflbrest  m  Hw  ease  ctf" 
vessels  arriving  from  the  proportion  whidi  inaf 
exist  in  the  case  of  vessels  depnitittg.  These  in- 
equalities, by  vi^atever  cnnsen  thef  may  he  pro* 
duoed,  are,  mdeed,  not  of  longdwratian ;  and  the 
general  equilibrium  between  me  tonangn  nrnving 
and  the  tonnage  departing  is,  iathcfwf  al^  lealored. 
But  when  such  di^ritieft  between  the  aonaage 
arrivinff  and  the  tonnage  depaitiag  occuf^  they 
should  be  known  without  delay,  since  they  ai  wwf  s 
denote  the  operation  of  aoade  new  eanae  wihich 
must  deoerve  attention*  The  ttmntge  »ri^rin(g  is 
stated  for  each  year ;  and,  without  danht,  the  ton* 
nage  departing  during  a  year  is  lreq|ne«Uy  mnek 
more,  and  frequently  mndi  leas,  than  the  tannage 
arriving  during  the  same  ytm  The  proportion 
between  our  own  tonnage  and  forage  toMiage  ii 
often  very  different  in  the  case  of  vesnela  depaniog^ 
from  the  proportion  which  appeam  between  tha 
two  kinds  of  tonnage,  during  theaniK  year,  in  the 
case  of  vessels  arriving. 

Our  own  vessels  engaged  in  foreign  trade  ire 
not  comprehended  in  the  tonnage  arriving  oatd 
they  have  left  the  Uaited  Stales  and  lemm  k&m 
a  foreign  port  Much  of  our  tonnage  departing 
returns  in  the  same  year;  but  a  aoaaideaaUe  part 
of  it  does  not  return  until  the  first,  aeceaid,  or  tkod 
year  succeeding  the  departore  of  the  ▼easels.  We 
have,  therefoae,  no  aecount  in  these  aaatementsef 
that  port  of  onr-  tonnaf^  departiag  which  never 
returns;  and  of  that  which  reiams  a  eeasiderable 
portion  does  not  appear  in  the  tooaage  amviag 
until  some  year  eufasapieDt'to  its  departare.  When 
our  navigation  employed  in  fofoign  trade  is  is  a 
ooutse  oi  rapid  inoreascL  an  it  has  geacratty  hern 
since  1789,  tne  &ot  would  flrat  appear  ia  the  ton- 
nage departing,  if  that  tonnage  were  known.  Tbe 
foreign  tonnage  appears,  ta  thcae  statemcati^  in 
the  year  in  wnich  it  arrives.  If  the  tonnage  de- 
parting were  stated,-  much  of  the  Ibrciga  tonnage 
would  appear  as  departing  in  the  year  sahsegaenr 
to  its  arrival. 

The  tonnage  neoessaary  for  the  oaaveynnoe  of 
oar  exports  is  fae  gfealer  than  that  vrhich  is  ae- 
cesaary  for  the  con^anoe  oi  our  imports.    A 
great  portion  of  our  imports  conaiilrof  ortideaof 
small  hulk.    Mnoh  the  greater  part  of  oar  exwrts 
of  our  own  production  are  artidei  of  gceai  onlk. 
Our  foreign  trade,  tber^rr,  employs,  ^ot  only  so 
much  tonnage  as  is  raqaiaiia  to  inOrodfoae  our  im^ 
ports,  but  am  the  much  gvcatet  quantity  af  tonnage 
which  ie  requisite  for  the  tiaaaporuition  of  our  ex- 
porta.    If  we  ask  howmuch  tonaafle  is  aeecssary  ior 
the  transportation  of  our  expansj  the  iafuiry  caaaot 
be  answered  with  any  oertaintf.    The  qaaaniy  <^ 
tonnage  actually  employed  ia  taking  away  oar 
exports,  in  any  particular  yeav^  has  never  beea  a»- 
certahied.    It  is  still  a  profaleaa  how  much  tmiiiag<e 
has  been  actnally  employed  a«  any  time  in  the  ex- 
portation of  oar  own  peodacts,  or  how  mneh  ton- 
nage ia  now  neoessary  for  that  puipoae;    In  the 
K resent  elate  of  oar  information,  this  qacscioD  csa 
e  answered  only  by  estiamtes.     The  eonveyaaee 
of  our  own  bull^  products  t»otfa«r  eonntrisrira 
most  important  pan  of  oar  Ibrei^  tnuie,in  leipect 
to  navi^tion.    A  great  quaAtitp4rf 
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mels.     Thift  rpgabtion  relates  iMirticularlv  j 
Oritish  West  ladies.    It  is  a  measure  which 
le  to  ourselves,  and  to  a  just  sense  of  our 
igrhts;  and  it  should  he  so  enforced  as  to 

complete  eff  ct.  The  British  Qovernment 
•pcned  the  island  of  Bermuda  to  our  vessels, 
ct  of  the  British  Government  defeats,  in  a 
legree,  the  intended  effect  of  our  law.  A 
trade,  hitherto  unknown,  now  takes  place 
;n  the  United  States  and  Bermuda,  partly 

vessels  and  partly  in  British  vessels,  and 
?n  Bermuda  and  the  British  West  indies 
f  in  British  vesstJs.  Thus,  the  intercourse 
I  Mre  intended  to  suppress  takes  pliice  hetween 
Inited  States  and  the  British  West  Indies, 
^h  Bermuda ;  the  longest  part  of  the  transit 
tbrmed  ezelusivtiy  by  British  vessels;  and 
%  part  of  the  intercourse  bt  tween  the  United 
«  and  Bermuda  is  carried  on  by  British  ves- 
It  is  our  duty  U>  pursue  our  own  measure  to 
I  efiV ct,  and  to  ado|.t  such  further  provisions 
ly  be  necessary  for  that  purpose.  But,  while 
titercourse  with  Bermuda  is  allowed  to  exist,  | 
ctent  to  which  it  takes  place  should  be  stated 
nown. 

e  official  statements  of  exports  give  no  infor- 
»n  of  the  vessels  in  which  the  goods  are  ex- 
d.  Those  statements  do  not  snow  whether 
oods  are  exported  in  vessels  of  the  United 
i«  or  in  foreign  vessels. 

le  official  statements  of  imports  divide  the 
rts  subject  lo  duty  into  those  which  are  im- 
d  in  our  own  vessels,  and  those  which  are 
rted  in  foreign  vessels.  Three  distinct  tables 
iven:  first,  a  statement  of  goods  imported  in 
) wn  vessels ;  next.  ,a  statement  of  goods  im- 
Ki  in  foreign  vessels;  and,  thirdly, a  statement 
d  a  general  aggre^te  of  all  goods  imported 
ir  own  and  in  foreign  vessels.  The  kinds  and 
unts  of  the  imports  are  stated  in  each  table; 
countries  from  which  the  imports  come  are 
d  alike  in  the  first  and  second  tables;  and,  in 
third  table,  instead  of  particular  countries, 

foreign  nation  and  its  dependencies  are 
d.  TheNe  three  tables  are  of  great  length, 
table,  with  soine  alterations  in  form,  would 
ufficient,  and  would  better  exhibit  the  facts, 
ch  are  now  separated  from  each  othtr  in  dis- 
c  statements.  A  single  table,  with  three  sait- 
columns,  would  show  all  the  facts  to  the  eve 
(I  the  same  lines.  The  first  column  miffnt 
9v  the  amount  imported  in  our  own  vessds; 
second  column  might  show  the  amount  im- 
;ed  in  foreign  vessels;  and  the  third  column 
lid  exhibit  the  total  amount  of  the  two  preced- 
columns.  Such  an  alteration  will  be  proper, 
le  imports  are  to  be  hereafter  stated  with  this 
irimination  of  the  vessi  Is  in  which  they  are 
light.  But  this  discrimination  in  the  statements 
f  very  little  use  when  accurate  accounts  of  the 
nage  arriving  are  taken.  The  object  of  stating 
imports  vrith  this  dihcrimmatiun  is  to  show 
V  far  the  navigation  which  introduces  them  is 
own,  and  how  far  it  belongs  to  foreign  nations, 
ese  facts  are  indeed  shown,  in  some  degree,  in 
t  manner.    Where  the  imports  are  free  from 


doty,  these  statements  show  nothing  coneerainy 
the  navigation  which  introduces  them.  Whea 
the  imports  subject  to  duty  are  brought  from  a  par- 
ticular country,  wholly  in  our  own  vessels,  or 
wholly  in  foreign  vessels,  those  facu  appear  by 
these  statements.  But  the  same  facts  will  also  ap- 
pear from  the  tonna^  arriving,  and  with  the  ad*- 
ditional  advantage  of  showing  the  quantity  of  ton* 
nage  employed  in  the  importation.  In  most  cases 
where  the  imports  come  partly  in  our  own  vessels 
and  partly  in  foreign  vessels,  these  statements  af- 
ford nothing  certain  in  respect  to  the  shares  of 
navigation  enjoyed  by  ourselves  or  by  foreigners 
in  the  importations.  A  great  variety  of  imports 
is  presented,  some  of  which  are  stated  only  by 
values,  and  others  by  kinds  and  quantities.  These 
facts  furnish  very  little  information  conoernivg 
the  national  proportions  of  the  navigation  employ- 
ed in  introducing  these  imports ;  and  they  mm  a 
very  imperfect  foundation  for  any  calculation  re> 
specting  the  tonnage  employed  or  the  freighfa 
earned.  The  tonnage  and  freights  depend  unoa 
the  bulk  of  the  articles  transported.  Where  vaioea 
only  are  given,  we  know  nothing  of  the  kinds  or 
quantities  of  tne  articles,  and  of  course  nothing  of 
the  tonnage  requisite  for  their  transportation. 
Where  the  kinds  and  quantities  of  the  articleaare 
'given,  we  may  indeed  estimate  the  quantity  of  the 
navi^tion,  if  we  know  the  amount  of  tonnage 
requisite  for  the  conveyance  of  the  various  art  idea 
in  question.  But  every  such  calculation  must  ba 
very  complex ;  and  ail  huch  estimates  must  be  at 
last  less  certain  and  satisfactory  than  the  plain 
proportions  of  the  navigation  held  by  ourselvea 
and  by  foreigners  respectively,  as  these  facts  are 
found  in  the  tonnage  arriving.  If  it  were  useful 
to  know  the  particular  goods  which  are  actually 
conveyed  in  our  own  vessels  and  those  actually 
conveyed  in  foreign  vessels,  such  a  knowledge 
would  be  more  important  in  respect  to  our  exports 
than  in  respect  to  our  imports.  But  no  such  die* 
crimination  is  made  or  will  appear  in  the  exports. 
It  is  conceived  that  this  threefold  statement  of  the 
imports  subject  to  duty  is  not  of  sufficient  use  lo 
be  continued ;  and  it  is  proposed  that  the  importi 
shall  be  in  future  stated  without  this  discrimina- 
tion. This  retrenchment  yvill  probably  dianinish 
the  annual  statements  as  much  in  point  of  volume 
as  they  will  he  increased  by  the  addition  of  all  the 
new  matters  which  are  now  proposed  to  be  stated. 
No  general  system  for  statistical  accounts  of  our 
foreign  commerce  has  ever  been  established  hy 
law.  No  officer  of  the  Government  is  required 
by  law  to  compile,  to  communicate  to  Conmmi 
or  to  publish  any  thing  upon  this  subject.  All  the 
statements  of  our  foreign  commerce  which  haw 
been  here  mentioned  have  been  rendered  by  the 
officers  of  the  Treasury,  either  in  compliance  with 
resolutions  of  one  or  otner  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, or  without  any  requisition  whatever.  The 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  have  each 
separately  adopted  such  resolutions  as  thfy  thought 
fit,  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for 
statements  of  exports  and  imports;  and  all  the 
statements  which  the  Treasury  could  furnish  have 
been  given.    Some  of  these  reaolotions  are  perma- 
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ifcb,  it  is  of  gmt  importance  thtt  we  should  know 
how  muob  of  our  own  navigation  and  how  much 
iirvign  navigation  are  employed  in  the  transpor- 
tation. The  caties  in  which  the  navigation  is  di- 
Tided  between  oorwlves  and  foreigners  embrace  far 
the  greater  part  of  oar  foreign  commiYce.  It 
woaid,  at  ail  times,  be  useful  to  know  the  true 
ahare  of  navigation  whicn  we  enjoy  in  trade  with 

S articular  countries ;  yet  this  knowledge  was,  per^ 
ips,  less  imporKant  while  our  system  of  diacrim- 
ioating  duties  was  applied  equally  to  all  foreign 
count rics.  That  system  is  now  relaxed ;  we  have 
rdinqoished  it  in  respect  to  the  British  dominions 
in  Europe,  the  Netherlands,  Sweden,  Prussia, 
Hamburgh,  and  Bremen.  The  vessels  of  those 
ootttttries  are  now  admitted  into  our  ports  upon  the 
same  terms  as  our  own  vessels.  We  hhould  know 
bow  much  of  our  own  tonuage  is  now  employed 
tn  trade  with  those  countries,  respectivfly,  and 
bow  much  of  their  tonnage  now  passes  through 
mir  ports.  These  facts  are  not  kuown ;  without 
them,  we  cannot  estimate  the  effects  of  the  preseut 
ay  stem  of  equal  duties  between  ourselves  and  those 
eoontries;  nor  can  we  compare  the  efiVcts  of  this 
ay  stem  with  the  effects  of  the  system  of  discrim' 
inating  duties.  The  experiment  of  discriminating 
duties,  operating  equally  upon  all  foreign  countries, 
bas  been  made,  and  with  great  effect,  in  favor  of 
our  own  navigation.  We  are  now  in  a  course  of 
opposite  experiments.  We  have  relinquished  our 
disorimi Dating  duties  in  respt-ct  to  On  at  Britain 
and  certain  other  countries,  which  concede  to  us 
advantages  supposed  to  be  equivalent,  while  we 
ietain  those  duties  in  respect  to  all  foreign  coun- 
tries. The  effects  of  botn  measures  fall  directly 
upon  navigation.  It  is  in  the  actual  state  of  nav- 
igation as  It  may  exist  from  time  to  time,  and  there 
only,  that  the  effects  of  these  different  measures 
aan  be  traced  and  seen.  The  experiment  of  open 
and  common  navigation,  unfettemi  by  preference 
er  restriction,  between  some  of  the  principal  navi- 
gating countries  of  the  world,  is  an  iateresting 
spectacle.  To  us,  as  one  of  the  narties  to  this  ex- 
ijeriroent,  and  possessing  as  we  do  a  great  naviga- 
tion, and  ample  resources  for  ita  extension,  it  is  a 
subject  of  peculiar  concern.  It  is,  therefore,  spe- 
ckfly  impcvtant  that  ye  should  possess  the  true 
state  of  navigation  as  it  may  exist  between  our- 
selves and  those  countries  with  which  commerce 
is  now  equally  open  to  the  navigation  of  both  par- 
ties. 

When  the  tonnage  of  all  shipping  employed  in 
oar  trade  with  particular  countries  shall  be  stated, 
we  may  estimate  the  value  of  the  navigation  em- 
ployed in  each  branch  of  trade  in  rSerence  to 
the  length  of  the  vojrages  performed.  The  benefits 
of  navigation  are  in  proportion,  not  only  to  the 
tonnage  and  seamen  employed,  but  also  to  the  time 
faring  which  they  are  employed.  The  value  of 
our  trade  with  India  and  China  depends  much 
«pon  the  great  length  of  the  voyages  to  and  from 
those  distant  countries.  The  facts  which  are  pro- 
posed to  be  stated  will  afford  a  view  of  the  relative 
mportanee  of  the  employments  of  navigation  in 
be  different  branches  of  our  foreign  trade  in  this 


The  returns  of  the  eotlf-ctora  to  the  'Trrasury 
will  specify  the  names,  tonoage,  and  oatiooai  cha- 
racter of  all  vessels  arriving  and  departing;  uod 
they  will  state  the  several  niretgn  countrits  from 
which  all  vess^els  arrive,  and  for  which  ail  vesspla 
de|)art.    There  will  then  be  io  the  Tn-asitry  sn!&- 
cient  materiahi  to  show  bow  many  voyages  are 
made  by  the  vessels  engaged  in  each  branch  of 
trade  in  one  year,  and  how  many  times  the  Coonagt 
of  the  same  vesasels  enters  into  the  statemeotK  of 
tonnage  either  arriving  or  departing  in  tbe'sanie 
year.    These  facts  are  too  minute  to  be  inserted 
in  the  annual  statements;  but  they  are  interesiting^ 
and  they  will  be  collected  and  preserved  ii^  the  Trea- 
sury, from  which  they  may  be  drawn  upon  special 
occasions.    Prom  these  facts  the  «  xact  amount  of 
our  tonnage  actually  engaged  at  any  time  in  all 
foreign  trade,  or  in  our  ttade  witb  any  fart^v/ar 
country,  may  be  deduced  ;  and  from  the f«rae /acts 
the  number  of  seamen  employed  in  all  our  foreign 
trade,  or  in  our  trade  with  any  particular  country, 
both  in  our  own  and  in  foreign  vesavis,  may  \k 
sufficiently  ascertained.    The  number  of  seamen 
usually  employed  in  our  vcasi  Is  engaged  in  foretga 
trade  has  been  estimated  to  be  six  men  for  one 
hundred  tons  of  shipping.     In   this  manner  we 
may  compute  the  numbers  of  seamen  employed  ia 
any  branch  of  onr  foreign  trade,  when  we  koow 
the  quantity  of  tonnage  engaged  in  tbat  trade; 
but  such  a  computation  must  be  founded  opoa  t&e 
true  quantity  of  tonnage  actually  <«m|Joyed  in  the 
trade.    The  annual  statements  oS  tonnage  depart- 
ing aad  arriving  will,  in  most  caaes,  comprehend 
the  tonnage  of  the  same  vessels  more  than  once  m 
the  same  year ;  and,  in  aome  cases,  the  tonaage 
either  defarttiiff  or  arrivii^  will  not  (nter  into  the 
statements  of  that  year.    The  number  of  voyages 
made  by  the  same  vessels  in  the  coarse  of  a  yiai 
must  therefore  be  known,  in  order  to  determine 
the  true  quantity  of  tonnage  aetuallv  employed  at 
any  particular  time,  and  the  number  of  seamea 
requisite  for  that  quantity  of  tonmge. 

It  is  nut  meant  that  all  the  navigatiofl  which 
may  pass  between  the  United  States  and  fcery 
foreign  country  should  be  stated  aefmnteiy  in  aU 
cases.    Where  the  intercourse  befvera  this  coun- 
try and  any  other  is  casual  or  toeonsideraVAe,  a 
distinct  statement  of  the  navigation  employed  in 
such  intercourse  would  be  of  little  use.     Where 
the  commerce  between  thb  eonntry  and  any  other 
is  regular  and  considerable,  a  dc^tinct  idatement  of 
the  navigation  employed  in  it  should  be  given. 
Our  commerce  with  Great  Britain,  and  that  with 
Prance,  Spain,  Portugal,  Holland,  Russia,  Chfiia, 
the  British  Bast  Indies,  Brazil,  and  the  Spauisdk 
West  Indies,  are  at  present  cases  of  this  character. 
The  propriety  of  stating  the  navigation  srparauW 
in  other  branches  of  our  foreign  trade  may  be  \eft 
to  the  officers  who  compile  the  statements.    Tbey 
will  discern  what  branches  of  foreign  coromnce 
are  of  such  importance  as  to  render  it  useful  to 
furnish  separate  statements  of  the  navigatiott  em- 
ployed in  those  branches. 

One  peculiar  case  demands  pre«eflit  atteotno. 
We  have  closed  our  ports  against  Britndi  noela 
arririag  from  British  potts  wbtch  are  doaed  agaiaat 
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kil  our  imports. 

lU   the  nlivi^tioQ  employed  ia  our  trade 
be  rest  of  the  world. 

.  these  general  heads  should  be  stated  io  such 
and  diTisioAs  as  to  exhibit  the  following 

The  kinds,  quantities^  and  values  of  exports 
1  ports. 

T  he  exports  to  every  particular  country. 
The  imports  from  every  particular  couotry. 

All  the  navigation  employed  in  our  trade 
ach  foreign  country,  distingubhing  our  own 
Ltion  from  that  of  foreign  nations. 
i  actual  state  of  our  trade  with  every  f«rticu- 
eign  country  would,  then  appear  distinctly ; 
e  state  of  our  foreiff  A  commerce  would  result 
he  several  parts  of  the  whole  subject.  Such 
teikts  would  exhihiteach  brapch  of  our  foreign 
IS  one  entire  subject,  both  in  respect  to  com- 

and  navigation;  and  the  aggregate  of  all 

rticular  branches  of  trade  would  exhibit  the 

:ate  of  our  intercourse  with  alt  the  world. 

y  as  much  of  this  i&foriDfttioB  is  now  aiibrded 

t  existing  system,  the  particular  amesdments 

I  are  requisite  to  supply  the  delects  of  the 

tt  system  are  these : 

rhat  the  accounts  of  exports  furnished  at  the 

of  exportation,  and  the  destinations  of  the 

tSy  should  be  stated  and  verified,  not  only  by 

aster  of  the  vessel,  but  also  by  the  owner  or 

ter  of  the  articles.* 

rhat  import;}  free  from  duty  should  be  aseer- 

l  and  valued. 

rhat  imports  subject  to  specific  duties  should 

lued. 

rhat  certain  of  the  most  considerable  parts 

I  imports  which  pay  duty  on  the  value  should 

ted  Dv  tfadr  kinds  and  quantities  as  well  as 

eir  values. 

That  all  the;  imports  should  be  valued  ^t  their 

n  cost. 

That  the  national  eharacters  and  tonnage  of 

ssels  departing  from  the  United  States  should 

pertained  and  stated. 

Thnt  the  nattomil  ofaaxaoteraand  tonumge  of 


IS, 


both  depftytang.attd  andain^^  in  the  tnuie 
ettQh  of  the  foreigoscovntffim  with wrhieh  our 
lerce  is  eonndcoable,  ahoitkl  be  sepaiateiy 
1. 

Thai  ailtbnie  faet^sbonid be|NM|ieiiyieom* 
I  with  tiipse  wihick  ^re  ttcor  jmsertaiaed ;  and  \ 
the  whoigJibOThlbe  digffttcd  ia  aattabte;fTms 
innual  statmnents;  and 
That  a  geaesaJL  and  psrmaaant  system,  pftH 
g  for  the  aMunment  of  the  ohjaqts.here  pro^ 
I,  should  be  established  by  law. 
bill  embniciog  the  provisions  which  are  here 
DDoended  is  now  anbmitled» 
atistical  aceounta.  of  fonsign  cQtnmeice  are 
»rtant,  fmm  the  peoiiliar  aaHure  oi  iaterooarae 
een  indepcftdent  aalioBS*  Ccmunerce  between 
ins  depends  upon  both  parties^  upon  compaets 
een  both,  upon  regulaliooa  which  either  or 
may  establish,  and  UfM)a  all  the  nttsmes 
h  the  polieyi,ilwL.pleaaure,<Nr  Ihe.^^aisioaaf 


luleis  may  lead  then^  to  adapt  in  respect  to  inline 
course  with  other  nations.  Though  the  interests 
of  all  nations  would  be  best  pomoted  by  allowiqa 
tocomnierce  between  them  the  full  freedom  which 
is  allowed  to  the  commerce  of  persons  in  the  same 
society,  it  is  vain  to  expect  that  this  theory  wiQ 
ever  be  flenerally  adopted  and  carried  into  prao- 
tice.  While  Governments,  seeking  to  obtain  su- 
perior or  exclusive  advantages,  wiU  r^ulate  and 
restrain  foreign  commerce,  the  Qovornments  ^ 
other  nations  afifected  by  such  mea-sures,  even  if 
they  feel  not  the  like  motives,  must  assert  their 
equal  rights  and  protect  their  own  interests.  If 
there  were  no  other  cause  of  obstruction^  the  neces- 
sity of  rerenue,  and  the  lacility  of  obtaming  reve- 
nue, by  taxes  levied  thiough  the  medium  of  loceigin 
cow merce^  will  always  oe  a  great  impediment  tp 
the  natural  freedom  of  trade  between  nationf. 
Que  system  is,  to  a  great  extent,  that  of  open  and 
fr^  commerce  with  all  the  world;  but,  in. some qf 
th?  most  important  braofahes  of  our  foreign  coin- 
merc«^  we  are  met  by  (Qiei^n  prohibitioipsi^  u^s^- 
tions,  apd  negiilatioiis,  which  deprive  us  of  iO^r 
iust  sim^  (atbe  benefits  of  mutaal  intercowffi 
We  are  therefore  compelled  to^seek  relief  from  thp 
efiects  of  sach  foreign  system((  by  treaties,  or  to 
ooi^itenict  them  hy  our  own  reguiatioas.  Hence  a 
knowledge  of  the  actual  state  of  our  trade  w^k 
particular  countries  is  e^oeedii^y  ia^xtftaat.  U 
IS.  with  particular  Governments,  and  concerfiing 
particular  branches  of  trade,  that  these  collisions 
take  place.  The  commercial  regulations  of  ai^y 
country  maybe  known,  but  such  regulations  aflbro 
no  information  of  the  state  and  extent  of  the  trade 
to  which  they  are  applicable.  The  effects  of  such 
regulations  cannot  be  justly  comprehended  with* 
out  a  knowledge  of  the  facts  upon  which  those 
regulations  operate. 

Our  foreign  commerce  is  the  means  of  vending 
our  surplus  products,  which  are  great  and  valua* 
ble,  and  the  means  of  procuring  the  products  of 
other  countries,  which  we  desire  for  our  consum|i- 
tion.  It  is  a  great  source  of  wealth  from  tab 
profits  of  trade  and  the  employment  of  navigation, 
and  it  affords  the  means  of  great  naval  power.  Ijt 
is  the. principal  source  of  revenue ;  it  is  at  the  sam^e 
time  a  great  impediment  to  the  progre^  of  our 
own  manufactures ;  and  it  holds  us  in  a  certai^ 
degree  of  dependence  upon*  foreign  nations  for  tb^ 
supply  of  our  own  wants.  Shaliour  foreisn  com- 
merce be  cherished  for  the  sake  of  wealth,  naval 
power,  add  revenue;  or  shall  it  be  restrained  to  pro* 
mote  domestic  manufactures ;  to  render  ourselves 
essentially  independent  of  the  rest  of  the  world- for 
the  supply  of  our  own  wants ;  and  to  avoid  the  tSOl* 
lisions  to  which  foreign  commerce  is  exposed  from 
theatabitiou,  nrpdcity,  and  wars,  of  other  natioiis  ? 
These  are  all  great  quHtions  of  national  ppli^iu 
and  they  present,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  connict  or 
opposing  considerations.  It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this 
report  to  discuss  these  questions.  W  hatever  views 
may  be  taken  of  them  bjr  some,  and  whatever,  may 
be  the  opinions  entertained  concerning  them  by 
others,  the  knowledge  of  the  facts  from  which  these 
qneslioBs  anse  is  ec|aally  necessary  and  important 
to- ay.     The  facts  which  oompcw  otv  forogi 


Al^fflfUTX. 


2528 


Shf9i$  iMi  in  th€  AlMMiV   frlVf • 


edmmerce  rodst  be  the  foandatioo  of  all  reasonings 
mnd  ail  conclui<ioDS  coooerning  these  qae-stionv. 
Tne  present  purpose  ia  to  proride  authentic  infor- 
mation of  these  facts.  As  ottr  foreign  commerce 
produces  directly  or  indirectly  most  important 
effects  upon  all  interests  and  classes  of  the  nation, 
all  are  interested  in  that  commerce ;  all  are  enti- 
tled to  speculate  and  form  opinions  upon  these  ques- 
tions ;  and  every  interest  is  entitled  to  a  just  pro- 
tection from  the  Government  of  the  whole.  The 
GoTemment  has  not  only  to  judge,  hut  to  decide. 
Its  decisions  produce  effects  wbich  are  felt  in 
every  branch  of  public  and  private  concerns.  It  is 
the  common  interest  of  all  that  our  foreign  com- 
merce should  be  thoroughly  known  and  under- 
stood. If  our  foreign  commerce  were,  and  could 
continue  to  be,  perfectly  free^  It  would  still  fluc- 
tuate with  all  the  varying  circumstances  of  the 
world ;  and  information  of  its  actual  state,  from 
time  to  time,  would  be  highly  interesting.  But 
oar  foreign  commerce  will  always  be  the  subject 
of  much  legislation  and  many  practical  measures. 
The  great  questions  and  interests  which  are  in- 
Tolved  in  our  foreign  commerce  must  always  be  a 
principal  subject  ot  the  deliberations  and  measures 
of  the  National  Qoverament.  The  first  requisite 
to  wise  legislation  and  judicious  measures  upon 
this  subject  must  be  the  knowledge  of  the  facts 
which  constitute  the  subject  itself. 

Our  foreign  commerce  is  very  great,  and  greater 
than  that  of  any  other  nation,  excepting  one. 
This  is  not  the  place  to  discuss  toe  importance  of 
our  external  commerce,  or  to  trace  its  connexion 
with  our  inierual  concerns.  It  exists,  and  it  is 
closely  interwoven  with  all  the  great  interests  of 
the  nation.  In  whatever  view  it  is  considered,  it 
is  a  subject  of  the  highest  moment.  That  the  facts 
which  compose  this  great  subject  should  be  known, 
will  hardly  be  disputed.  Without  them,  the  sub- 
ject itself  cannot  be  understood,  nor  can  the  in- 
terests of  the  nation  receive  a  judicious  care.  The 
power  to  regulate  and  protect  our  commerce  with 
loreign  nations  is  confided  to  this  Government.  It 
belongs  to  the  same  Government  to  provide  au- 
thentic information  of  the  state  of  that  commerce. 
Let  the  facts,  as  they  take  place,  be  ascertained 
and  made  public  to  all.  They  deserve  the  atten- 
tion of  all,  hut  more  especially  the  constant  and 
watchful  attention  of  legislators  and  statesmen. 


HORSES  LOST  IN  THE  SEMIN0LE5  WAR. 

[GommuDicaled  to  the  House,  March  14, 18S0.] 

Mr  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  the 
'  late  campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians," 
submitted  to  the  House  the  following  report : 

.  ,  The  disousaion  of  the  prbcif^es  involved  in  this 
hiU  at  an  early  period  of  the  session  supersedes  the 


necessity  for  any  very  detailed  mnarfca;  the  com- 
mittee, therefore,  merely  loiggest,  w^b  as  much 
brevity  as  possible,  the  n  asons  wbich  have  iodaced 
them  to  recommend  its  indefioite  postponement. 

The  bill  presupposes  a  liabiiiry  in  the  United 
States  to  pay  for  horses,  which  the  committee  are 
unwilling  to  acknowledge.  The  Joss  of  bonnes  for 
want  of  forage  was  one  of  the  contiogeucies  to  be 
apprehended  at  the  time  they  entered  the  service. 
In  every  country,  in  those  be&t  cultivated  and  most 
highly  populated,  a  scarcity  of  food,  both  for  man 
and  bea»t,  will  ^ometimes  be  experienced.  It  is 
an  accident  or  privation  incident  to  the  very  con- 
dition of  war.  What,  then,  mubt  have  been  the 
mutual  understanding  of  the  parties  when  the  per- 
sons for  whom  the  bill  provides  engaged  to  the 
service  of  Government  7  The  act  of  Congress  as- 
sured them  they  would  be  allowed  forty  ceais  a 
day  for  the  use  and  risk  of  their  horses;.  This  sum 
they  are  entitled  to  claim,  and,  perhaps,  in  every 
instance,  have  already  received. 

The  act  farther  assured  them  they  would  he 
supplied  with  forage;  but  tbi^  like  every  other 
promise,  cannot  be  understood  as  obligiug  Gov- 
ernment to  act  beyond  the  boundaries  of  reasion 
and  probability.  It  has  been  already  stated  that 
the  want  of  forage  is  one  of  the  contingencies  ro 
be  apprehended  in  every  country  where  military 
service  is  to  be  pi*rform^ ;  if  this  be  true  io  gen- 
eral, how  much  more  mi  is  it  in  regard  lo  the  psr> 
ticuiar  country  in  which  the  Tenntisee  voiunteers 
engaged  to  serve  ?  It  is  unreasonable  to  «ippocse 
that  Crovernment  could  promise  to  supply  them  at 
all  times  with  sufficient  forage  in  a  wild,  oninhab- 
ited,  and  uncultivated  country,  when  it  is  well 
known  that  it  would  be  impossible  tot xicuie  a 
similar  promk<e  in  tboae  districts  of  ooan try  where 
1  agriculture  obtains  in  the  highest  perftction.  The 
act  of  Congress  muKt,  therefore,  be  understood  to 
mean  that,  as  far  as  it  was  practicable,  or  even 
possible,  for  Government  to  supply  forage,  it  should 
be  done ;  not  that  it  should  be  done  at  aU  hazards, 
in  defiance  of  every  accident  or  the  most  oncon- 
trollable  events. 

The  committee  cannot  judge  of  this  principle 
assumed  in  the  bill  by  any  other  rule.  For  -wViose 
benefit,  let  it  be  asked,  was  it  that  forage  ahould 
be  furnished  ?  Certainly,  fbr  die  Qoverament.  It 
follows,  then,  that,  from  a  regard  to  its  own  inter- 
est, Qovemoient  would  have  supplied  forage  when* 
ever  it  was  practicable ;  but  to  require  aayment 
now  for  losses  occasioned  by  the  want  of  it,  goes 
to  charge  Government  with  culpable  negiigeiiopj 
with  having  failed  to  perform  its  duty  lo  itself. 
Such  allegations  cannot  be  supported  either  in 
principle,  or  by  the  facts  which  exist  io  the  case. 
The  letters  from  Dr.  Bronaugb  and  Cokm^  Oib- 
son,  submitted  to  the  committee  with  tbe  t^l, 
prove  clearly  that  there  was  no  negligenee  on  the 
part  of  Qovernroent ;  that  no  exertions,  however 
ffrrat,  could  have  procured  the  necessqur?  supplirs. 
Will  it  then  be  said  that  Government  shotdd  he 
required  to  ]ierform  impossibilities,  or  pmnde 
agaiosi  events  whteh  the  parties  naost  be  sappaaed 
to  have  included  in  the  conditioos  of  their  coa- 
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F*or  these  reasons,  the  committee  object  to  | 
nciple  assumed  in  the  bill,  and  deny  anv  i 
y  io*Government  to  pay  for  horses  whicn! 
ci     the  Seminole  campai^    for  want  of 

bill  farther  provides  that,  when  owners 
isroounted  in  battle,  and  the  horses  escaped, 
fit  shall  also  be  made.  Thecommiuee  think 
another  of  those  risks  anticipated  and  under- 
>y  the  parties,  and  covered  by  the  allowance 
f  cents  per  day.  It  cannot  be  pretended  that 
Qment  engaged  that  the  riders  should  always 
1  on  horserack,  notwithstanding  the  inci- 
3f  any  particular  battle,  or  the  general  ser- 
f  the  campaign,  should  require  them  to  be 
jinted.  The  mounted  e^unmen^  on  the  other 
must  be  supposed  to  have  stipulated  that, 
on  horseback  or  on  foot,  they  would  engage 
lemy ;  that  they  would  fight  in  any  way 
d  out  by  their  commander;  and  if,  m  ren* 
:  obedience  to  orders,  their  horses  should  be 
le  loss  was  to  be  considered  only  as  a  usual 
ustomary  result  from  the  service  in  which 
I  ad  stipulated  to  engage. 

i  policy  of  the  measure  is  likewise  very  ob- 
lable.  Government  cannot  insure  property 
sng^aged  in  the  public  service.  Volunteers, 
ted  gunmen,  and  every  other  species  of  troops, 
.  become  negligent  in  taking  care  of  their 
I,  if  it  be  once  understood  that  they  are  to 
d  for  them  when  lost*  It  would,  indeed,  be 
terest  of  owners  to  preserve  them  till  near  the 
of  a  campaign,  receiving  forty  cents  a  day 
B  use  and  risE,  and  then,  just  before  quitting 
srvice,  let  them  die  by  neglect,  even  when 
i  ^was  plenty,  or  destroy  them  by  hard  treat- 
The  policy  of  giving  forty  cents  a  day  con- 
n  this:  that,  while  owners  are  allowed  rea 
»le  compensation,  they  also  have  an  induce^ 
sufficiently  strong  to  take  care  of  their  horses, 
his  inducement  would  lose  all  its  force  and 
if  the  horses  are  to  be  paid  for  when  lost.  If 
cents  is  not  adequate  compensation,  Congress 
d  augment  it  to  sixty,  eighty,  or  a  hundred 
^  rather  than  pass  laws  holding  out  induce- 
5  to  owners  to  neglect  or  destroy  their  prop- 

:perience  forbids  the  passage  of  the  hill.  The 
t  the  9th  of  Aportl,  1816,  commonly  called  the 
xas  law,"  the  Canadian  vc^onteer  act,  and 
ate  act  granting  peoaions  to  those  who  per- 
ed  service  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  have  all 
productive  of  serious  mischief.  They  have 
ed  the  door  for  immoralities  so  great,  that  the 
nittee  will  forbear  to  name  them  more  specific 
It  is  believed  no  law  of  the  kind  could  be 
larded  in  its  provisions  as  not  to  be  evaded  in 
tice;  and,  if  not  absolutely  required  by  the 
ands  of  justice,  it  should  never  be  proposed* 

isurmoun table  difficolties  are  to  be  seen  in  ad- 
istering  the  law.  Who  can  tell  whether  a 
e  died  for  the  want  of  fora^,  on  account  of 
ise,  or  from  the  nefflect  and  inattention  of  the 
er  ?  The  only  risk  assumed  by  Government 
le  act  under  wliioh  these  tfoops  were  caUed 
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into  service  is,  that  if  a  horse  be  killed  in  battle, 
then  the  owner  must  be  paid.  The  cause  of  this 
loss  can  be  distinctly  and  definitely  knowui  and 
therefore  Government  may  safely  assume  the  re- 
sponsibility. But  the  total  negation  of  all  other 
risks  on  the  part  of  Government  proves  clearly  that 
the  framers  of  the  law  conceived  it  would  l>e  bad 
policy  to  take  upon  themselves  responsibility  fo^ 
losses,  the  cause  of  which  could  not  be  known, 
and  which,  perhaps^  if  properly  understood,  would) 
in  nine  cases  out  ot  ten,  be  found  to  exist  with  the 
owner  rather  than  with  Government. 

The  injuries  sustained  by  the  claimants  are  de- 
pended on  as  a  reason  to  induce  the  passage  of  a 
law  for  their  relief.  But  the  committee  think  no 
injuries  have  been  sustained.  Information  ha^ 
been  received  from  the  Second  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  by  which  it  appears  that 
the  rolls  of  four  companies  have  reacned  that  qU 
fice  'f  that  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officerS| 
musicians,  and  privates,  have  received  each  forty 
cents  a  day  for  the  use  and  risk  of  their  horseSi 
arms,  and  accoutrements,  from  the  commence* 
ment  to  the  termination  of  their  services.  The 
committee,  therefore,  feel  authorized  to  state  that 
the  same  rule  was  adopted  in  making  payment  to 
all  the  troops  for  whom  it  is  intended  to  pror 
vide. 

If,  then,  a  horse  died,  when  only  one-third  or  one*^ 
half  the  campaic^  had  expired,  the  owner  received 
pay  for  him  after  his  death,  at  the  rate  of  forty 
cents  a  day.  Without  noticing  the  impropriety  of 
paying  for  the  use  and  risk  of  a  horse  after  he  was 
dead,  the  committee  would  remark  that,  under  the 
operation  of  this  rule,  the  owners  of  horses  have 
received  a  sum  fully  equal  to  their  average  value, 
and,  in  most  cases,  perhaps,  ffreatly  beyond  iH 
There  is,  then,  no  real  cause  of  complaint.  Had 
Government  purchased  the  horses  before  they  en^ 
tered  the  service,  the  situation  of  the  owners  could 
have  been  no  better  than  it  now  is ;  and  surely 
there  is  not  the  least  imaginable  cause  of  com- 
plaint, provided  they  are  placed  on  no  worse  foot- 
ing than  they  would  have  been  if  their  property 
hiM  been  purchased.  At  all  events,  if  CongreBs 
should  pass  the  bill,  the  committee  would  recom«> 
mend  that  forty  cents  a  day  for  the  use  and  risk 
should  be  deducted  from  the  time  of  the  death  of 
any  horse.  The  biU  itself  presupposes  and  admits 
the  fact  that  the  horMs  died  danng  the  campmip^ 
and,  consequently,  before  the  end  of  the  eam^ 
paign.  But  it  appears  the  owners  have  received 
pay  up  to  the  end  of  the  campai^  and  thctefove 
have  oeen  paid  for  the  use  and  risk  of  their  hoiMi 
after  they  had  died.  The  committee  have  nefrer 
before  been  made  acqoainted  with  any  prjneiple 
which  would  sanction  the  propriety  of  paying  for 
the  use  and  risk  of  property  when  that  property 
did  not  exist,  could  not  be  used,  and  was  at  no  risk ; 
all  of  which  must  have  happened  in  the  present 
case.  It  seems,  indeed^  that  the  claim  of  Govern- 
ment against  these  individuals  is  much  more  just 
than  their  claim  against  Gbvemment.  The  cont> 
mittee  reeommoid  that  the  bill  be  indefinttel7pot^ 
poned. 
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register  ton ;  or,  in  a  vessel  of  the  same  devcriptioa 
carrying  280,000  pounds  weight  of  cotton  and 
220,000  pounds  weight  of  potashes—  • 
The  difference  of  duty,  estimated  at  one 
and  one-half  cent  on  the  cotton,  is 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreientaiivea  of  the  |  And  that  on  the  potashes,  at  55  cents  per 


United  States  of  America  tn  Congreu  auembied : 
The  memorjal  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
the  city  of  New  York  respectfully  showeth,  that 
your  memorialists  have  witnessed,  with  feelinss 
of  deep  concern,  the  consequences  resalting  to  the 
shipping;  interest  of  the  United  States  from  the 
dificrim mating  duties  established  in  F/ance  on  the 
staple  podticts  of  this  country. 

At  tne  period  of  their  imposition,  and  for  a  con* 
nderable  time  subsequent  to  the  late  war  in  Bo- 
rope,  the  trade  carried  on  by  French  ressels  with 
the  united  States  was  chiefly  confined  to  New  Or- 


100  pounds,  IS 


1?\0 


Woultf  be,  together  -  -  -  -  $5,410 
which  is  equivalent  to  $18  per  register  ton. 

The  discriminating  duties  chargeable  on  the 
three  articles  above  enumerated,  which  constitute 
the  bulk  of  our  exports  to  France,  form  an  aggre- 
gate much  greater  than  the  foreign  duty  of  ten  per 
cent  payable  in  the  United  States  would  amount 
to,  if  calculated  on  the  whole  importations  from 
France;  and  the  experience  of  the  laa»t  two  years 


confirms  what  indeed  is  sufficiently  obvious  from 
leans  and  other  Southern  ports,  whose  productions  j  the  preceding  statement,  that  i  perseverance  in  the 
eonittituted  the  principal  exports  from  this  coun*  present  regulations  of  our  intercourse  with  Prance 
try  to  France,  whilst  their  interest  in  shipping  is  {  must  operate  to  exclude  American  vesseb  from  all 
very  limited;  so  that  the  effects  of  the  enormous  |  participation  in  the  carrying  trade  eoDnected 
diNriniinating  duties,  payable  on  the  importations    with  it. 


Your  memorialists,  in  earnestly  soticitinff  chat 
the  attention  of  your  honorable  body  may  be  en- 
gaged in  devising  M>me  remedy  for  an  evil  so 


into  France  m  cotton  and  tobacco,  in  transferring 

lo  French  vessels  the  carrying  trade  to  that  coun- 

tiy,  were  not  immediately  perceived  or  felt  by  the 

Am  ownevs  or  merchanis  in  this  quarter  of  the  '■  ous  and  ahirming,  bi^  leave  to  so^gRl  their  cos* 

Union.    But  the  severe  losses  sustamed  by  those  |  viction  of  the  utter  mefficacy  of  any  svstemof 

coiratervailing  discrimiDfating  dotiea  to  ne  levied 
on  the  importations  into  the  UoHed  Stales  of 
French  merchandise,  inasmuch  as  cfte  articJn 
which  would  be  the  necessary  objects  of  soeh  da- 
ties  bear  no  proportion  in  their  balk  and  hi  the 
price  of  their  transportation  to  tboje  which  form 


who  employed  our  vessels  in  that  trade  have  since 
lad  to  an  inveatigaikm  of  their  causes,  and  created 
ft«miversal  feeling  of  the  injury  and  injostioe  to 
which  our  flag  is  subjected. 

In  giving  to  this  subject  the  attention  which  its 
umportaace  demands,  your  memorialists  find  that 


ihe  foreign  tonnage  duty  and  light  money  myable   our  exports  to  Fnmce.    And   the  course  of  the 
in  the  United  States  are  very  nearly  equal  to  the  I  colonial  trade,  moreover,  enables  French  vessels 


ianign  tonnage  duty  and  port  charges  in  France, 
•nd  may  therefore  be  considered  as  regulated  upon 
Iha  principle  of  a  just  and  fair  reciprocity;  while 
the  ttiscrirainatin^  duties  imposed  on  the  importa- 
lion  of  meichandise  operate  on  the  shipping  inter- 
ttis  of  the  two  countries  in  a  manner  altogether 
dimroportionate  and  uniequal. 

xhe  foreign  or  discrirainatinff  duties  paid  by 
American  vessels  importing  the  rollowing  artieftes 
iKfD  Franee  are,  one  and  one-half  cent  per  found 
{'Fffeach  weight)  oa  cotton;  one  and  one-eighdi 
Ml  tahaceo,  and  fifty-five  per  one  bondmd  poonds 
on  potftshes;  which  extra  duties  exoeed  the  whole 
fi«^t  now  paid  for  the  transportation  of  tbom 
aitialm  from  the  United  States,  whether  ia  French 
or  ia  American  bottoms. 

The  ptamt  rates  of  height  in  Fmnch  vessels 
«Hr  about  ctte  and  one  eighth  cent  per  pound  for 
cotton ;  three*foarth8  for  tobacco,  and  one-half  for 
pomshes;  and,  in  American  vessels,  about  one- 
third  below  these  ratefr— making  the  diffisrence  of 
ditty  by  a  French  vessel  exceed  the  gvoss  amoont 
cf  might,  by  an  Amenean  vessel,  at  least  one- 
tiird. 

To  form  an  estimate  of  the  practical  result  of 
Ifacm  regulations,  it  will  be  assumed  that  a  vessel 
of  300  renter  tons  harden  will  carry  960,000 
founds  weight  of  tobacee,  the  difierence  of  dnty  on 
which,  at  one  and  one^ighth  cent  per  Mund, 
would  be  9^|300,  which  is  equivalent  to  ^Stl  per 


to  avoid  the  inconveniences  of  performiog  the 
voyage  across  the  Atlantic  in  balla5t,  by  ttlang  a 
freight  from  the  ports  of  France  to  those  of  her 
colonies,  and  then  turning  tbetr  course  advanta- 
geously to  our  ports,  either  in  ballast  or  with  colo- 
nial produce:  while  our  vessels  generaJ/y  irmm 
direct  from  France  in  ballast,  or  only  wfch  inoon- 
siderable  ladings. 

To  exhibit  m  its  pro^r  li^rht  the  hnportanee  of 
the  subject  under  consideration,  it  wiB  be  neces- 
sary not  only  to  advert  to  the  acmai  amount  of 
tonnage  employed  in  the  traoawrtation  of  our  pro- 
date  to  France,  compared  wiia  the  aggtcgata  ton- 
nage employed  in  foreign  tiadtgeaefuAy,buidbo 
to  take  into  view  their  future  rnatWe  pM»portioas. 
when  our  tnule  m  Franee  shall  haveTcceivcd  all 
the  extension  of  «hic4  ir  iasaseeptible  by  the  pn>- 
grestive  increase  in  the  coltivation  of  our  Soath- 
ern  ptodocts,  atKl  when  cur  shipping  uliall  hare 
experieoced  the  redootiou  it  is  to  sttAr  by  the  ef- 
fects of  the  further  deveiapmant  of  iIk  adual  slate 
of  omr  foreign  commerce. 

It  would  he  liuperfluous  to  enter  iuto  details  u 
show  how  exteDtitv«ly,  and  almoat  entirely,  a&l  the 
sources  of  that  commerce  are  cut  off.  It  is  a  U- 
mentable  fact,  that  more  than  half  tibe  number  of 
vesseift  lately  arrived  in  this  from  foFeign  ports  «e 
dismantled,  from  the  abnokite  abstfice  of  aays^- 
vantageous  object  of  commercial  parsuit  And 
tUa  atate  of  commema  aeema  ihe  naCKral  and  ne^ 


3638 


APPENBIX 


268t 


IHiciiwifaiKtMy  IkMm  ^m  Amuiecm  FrwWfir. 


oessary  ttsfAt  of  the  new  order  of  thinfifs  i^Kieb 
has  prevailed  since  the  paeificatioB  of  l^ufrope. 
Every  restraint  that  lately  shackled  the  na na- 
tion of  the  principal  maritime  nationa  of  Ekirope 
has  been  removed,  whilst  the  general  trade  and 
narigation  of  those  States  are,  at  the  seme  time^ 
retfumted  with  a  studious  regard  to  the  interests 
or  their  own  subjects ;  so  that  the  United  GHates 
^ave  not  only  ceased  to  be  the  carriers  for  Eurc^pe, 
but  are  deprived  of  the  means  of  ente!i4og  into  a 
fair  competition  in  the  transportation  to  foreign 
countries  of  the  principal  prodoetb  of  their  own 
soil. 

It  woold  seekn  obvious  that,  during  the  contin- 
uance of  a  state  o[  peaee  in  Buvope,  the  great  ele- 
ments of  our  cotBmeree  in  ihat  quarter  of  the 
globe  wifl  be  confiaed  to  the  erchange  of  our  prO' 
(tacts  for  saeh  articles  of  foreign  production  as 
may  be  required  for  home  eonsumption. 

The  quantity  of  Amei'ican  cotton,  tobacco,  pot- 
ashes, and  other  staples  now  consumed  in  France, 
cannot  be  correctly  stated  by  your  memorialists, 
but  they  presume  it  to  be  equal  to  a  fourth  of  the 
whole  quantity  exported  to  Europe.  The  aggre- 
Mte  tonna^re  employed  last  year  in  the  direct  trade 
from  the  United  States  to  France  is  estimated  at 
fifbf  thoosand  tons;  in  addition  to  which,  an  in- 
direct trade  of  considerable  extent  ha^  beeti  car- 
ried on  through  the  circuitous  channel  of  Eng- 
land. (The  saving  on  the  duties  by  resbippinc 
oar  cotton  and  tobacco  thence  to  France  in  French 
vessels,  instead  of  shipping  them  direct  from  the 
United  States  in  American  vessels,  being  more 
than  equivalent  to  the  extra  freight  and  charges 
attending  the  additional  voyage.) 

If  we  limit  our  views  of  this  carrying  trade  to 
the  employment  of  50,000  tons  of  shippiog,  the 
freight  ont  and  home,  calculated  at  $20  per  ton, 
amounts  to  $1,000,000;  which  sum,  if  gained  by 
our  vessels,  might  justly  be  considered  as  so  much 
capital  added  annually  to  the  stock  of  national 
wealth. 

However  small  the  net  profit  may  be  to  the 
ship  owners  on  this  amount  of  freight,  the  dis- 
bursements for  the  equipment,  and  the  washes  for 
the  navigation  of  the  vessels,  would  be  left  at 
home ;  and,  together  with  the  employment  it 
vrcMdd  rai^ire  of  so  la^rge  a  bodtoT^ai^en^  wonlcf 
maftetially'conduce  to  create  and  maintain  the  ele- 
oients  necessary  to  advance  oxn*  conmiercial  and 
naval  interests. 

The  act  of  Congress  offering  to  foreign  natiobs 
:fae  means  of  a  free  intercourse  with  this  country, 
>n  terms  of  perfect  reciprocity,  has  not,  as  is  be- 
ieved  by  your  memorialists,  been  found  as  bene- 
icial  in  its  operation  as  was  justly  to  have  been 
sxpeeted. 

Xhose  nations  whose  acceptance  of  the  invrta- 
ion  it  held  forth  might  subserve  the  views  and 
ntereats  of  the  United  States  are  found  to  remain 
>assive ;  while  Holland,  Sweden,  Prussia,  and  the 
^anseatic  Towns,  adopting  the  principle  of  re- 
iprocity^  secure  to  themselves  an  important  ex- 
mption  in  our  ports,  without  affording  any  priri- 
^e   in  theirs  not  before  enjoyed  by  the  United 


Stales,  and,  in  fact,  g rafuitously  granted  to  every 
other  nation. 

Until  lately  we  found  some  advantages  in  our 
commercial  relations  with  the  possessions  of  the 
King  of  the  Ne^^rlands  by  participating  in  the 
trade  to  the  colony  of  Java ;  but  now,  heavy  dia- 
criminating  duties  are  laid  to  confine  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  that  trade  to  Dutch  vessels.  Tonr 
ttiemorialists  do  not  notice  this  circnmstatot^e  as 
requiring  the  application  of  any  remedies  within 
the  purview  of  this  memorial,  but  to  show  the 
progressive  extension  on  the  part  of  the  European 
Powers  of  a  system  of  absolute  colonial  monopoly, 
and  to  evince  the  necessity  of  devising  means  to 
counteract  the  growth  of  that  system  by  some 
vigorous  effort  on  the  part  of  our  Uovemment. 

Louisiana  was  acquired  by  the  United  Statles 
in  her  colonial  state,  and  the  monopoly  of  her  ex- 
tended and  frowiog  trade  would  be  more  valuable 
than  that  of  any  two  eolooies  whatever;  and  the 
Fioridas,  if  they  passed  iVom  their  present  aban<* 
doned  and  miserable  condition  to  be  inle^al  parts 
of  tiie  Union,  cannot  fail,  by  theqoidtentttg  infhn 
ence  of  our  free  inscitutions,  to  open  vast  resouivea 
of  trade,  and  may  add  to  the  list  of  oor  present 
exports  even  the  articles  of  6U||ar  and  coffee,  hith'- 
€tto  deemed  exclusivelj  colonial. 

The  liberal  policy  or  the  United  States  iur  open- 
ing to  ail  nations  a  fVee  trade  to  the  vast  marts  of 
their  colonial  acquisitions  ought,  it  would  seetn,  t0 
entitle  them  to  some  corresponding  privileges  from 
those  nations,  at  least,  who  participate  lar^ly  in 
the  benefits  of  that  trade ;  but  no  such  reciproca- 
tion has  been  eirperienced,  nor,  as  the  result  of 
gratuitous  concession,  is  it  to  be  expected. 

lii  reference  to  the  opprifssive  discriminating 
duties  on  the  importation  of  American  products 
into  France,  which  it  is  the  principal  object  of  the 
prcbent  memorial  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  Gov** 
ertiment,  your  memorial iHts  take  leave  most*  r&- 
spectfuUy  to  sugge^t  that  they  can  devise  no  ezpe^ 
dfient  more  likely  to  produce  a  favorable  change* 
in  the  present  system  of  the  French  Government, 
nor  better  calculated  to  enable  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  successfully  to  resbt  it  if  perse^ 
vered  in,  than  the  imposition  of  a  heavy  totmage- 
doty ;  and  at  the  same  time  no  measure  appears  to^ 
your  memorialists  sa  consistent  with  the  generitl* 
policy  of  the  United  States. 

Referring  to  the  statement  already  made,  exhib^ 
i^ng  the  effects  of  the  discriminating  duties  in 
France  on  eciton,  tobacco,  and  potashes,  consid-* 
ered  as  a  tonnage  duty  on  American  vessdsp  yocrir' 
memoriaHsts  leave  to  the  superior  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress to  determine,  on  a  full  consideration  of  aH' 
the  circumstances  conneeted  with  the  case,  what* 
tonnage  duty  should  now  be  imposed  so  as  to  tnake ' 
this  a  fair  and  effective  countervailing  measure. 

Your  memorialists,  considering  moreover  that 
some  new  provision  is  necessary  in  order  to  render 
beneficially  operative  the  act  of  Congress  which 
offers  to  foreign  nations  the  means  of  eommercitd 
intercourse  upon  the  principle  of  reciprocity,  re- 
spectfully suggest  that  this  duty  should  be  made 
to  ap|)ly  to  all  nationt  which  sblall  not  adopt  that 
principle. 
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A  ffeneral  regulation  of  thki  nature,  wbik  it 
woald  Tiolate  neither  the  letter  nor  spirit  of  oor 
treaties  with  France,  appears  to  be  equally  expe- 
dient in  reference  to  other  nations. 

SpaiUi  for  instance,  besides  imposing,  as  is  be- 
lieved, discrioiinating  duties  on  the  articles  of  our 
exports  imported  into  the  mother  country,  exacts 
most  excessive  extra  duties  on  provisions  imported 
bjr  American  vessels  into  her  colonies.  Among 
others,  that  on  the  article  of  flour  amounts,  in 
Cuba,  to  $3  37|  per  barrel.  The  reguIatioDS  of 
trade  in  the  ports  of  the  Spanish  colonies  are  such 
as  not  to  pbce  the  intercourse  with  them  under 
any  of  the  restrictions  contained  in  the  navigation 
act ;  and  thus,  while  this  trade  remains  open  to 
both  nations,  the  discrimioating  duties  imposed 
on  those  colonies  must  operate  to  transfer  it  alto- 
gether to  Spanish  vesseb  as  soon  as  their  flag  can 
navigate  securely. 

Your  memorialists  are  persuaded  that  a  meas- 
ure like  the  one  proposed,  could  produce  no  inju- 
xious  effects  upon  the  agricultural  and  commercial 
interests  of  the  United  States,  by  abridging  in  for- 
mgu  markets  the  sale  of  their  produce. 

The  prohibitory  regulations  of  difierent  Qoyem- 
ments  prove,  that  the  want  of  our  provisions  is  the 
only  security  we  now  eojoy  for  their  admission 
into  foreign  ports  j  and,  wherever  this  want  exists, 
they  will  continue  to  be  received,  direct,  or  by  in- 
termediate ports. 

The  principal  articles  exported  to  FraDce  are  so 
essential  to  the  supply  of  her  manufactories  that 
they  cannot  be  dispensed  with ;  so  that,  if  a  sys- 
tem of  commercial  regulations  cuuld  be  supposed 
to  exist,  operating  to  prevent  a  direct  exportation 
of  those  articles  to  that  country,  its  whole  supplies 
of  cotton  and  tobacco  must  be  derived  through  the 
circuitous  channel  of  England,  (as  has  been  par- 
tially practised  for  the  last  two  years,)  or  through 
some  of  the  neighboring  ports  of  the  Continent ; 
and,  in  either  case,  we  should  at  least  partake  in 
the  advantages  of  their  transportation  across  the 
Atlantic. 

The  right  of  the  citicens  of  the  United  States 
to  participate,  on  equal  terms,  in  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  their  commercial  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations,  appears  to  your  memorialists 
to  be  indisputable;  ana  they  appeal  with  confi- 
dence to  Congress  for  such  interference  on  their 
behalf  as  the  public  policy  may  justify. 

Although  it  may  oe  questionable  whether,  in  a 
case  like  the  present,  it  would  comport  with  the 
dignity  of  the  nation  to  ofier  any  considerations  to 
foreign  Powers,  in  order  to  obtain  a  just  recipro- 
city of  commercial  benefits,  yet  vour  memorialists 
take  leave  to  suggest  the  expecliency  of  holding 
ont  to  France  some  further  encoura^ments  to  the 
consumption  in  the  United  States  ofFrench  wines 
and  silk  manufactures. 

Encouragements  of  this  nature,  if  not  required 
as  an  inducement  to  France  to  place  the  regula- 
tions of  her  trade  with  this  country  on  a  more 
equal  and  just  footing,  may  possiblv  be  used  to 
obtain  some  relaxation  in  her  colonial  restrictions, 
and  induce  the  repeal  of  the  late  order  directed  to 
the  national  tobacco  manufactory  in  France,  which 


restricts  the  employment  of  the  foreigB  erowth  of 
that  article  to  the  proportion  of  one-sixih  pare  for 
five-sixth  parts  of  domestic  growth. 

It  is  true,  in  reference  to  the  article  of  winei^ 
the  duty  on  which  is  now  sufficiently  reduced,  the 
United  States  could,  in  the  way  of  inducement  to 
Franoe,  only  assure  to  her  the  coDtinuance  of  that 
reduction;  out,  in  regard  to  silk  manuftcCnres,  the 
imposition  of  additional  duties  on  the  same  arti- 
cles imported  from  China  might  be  adopted  as  a 
measure  of  reciprocal  advantage. 

It  would  certainly  be  of  great  importance  to 
France  to  check  the  immense  importauons  from 
China  of  silk  goods  in  imitation  of  French  fabrics; 
and,  considering  the  heavy  drains  of  specie  from 
the  United  States,  which  are  caused  by  the  prose- 
cution of  the  trade  to  China,  it  would  at  least  be 
equally  advantageous  to  us  u>  receive  the  mmeMt- 
tides  from  countries  where  they  caa  be  oteaioed 
in  exchange  for  our  own  products. 

Your  memorialists  are  anxious  to  maintain  the 
national  prosperity,  and  would  discredit  the  un- 
reasonable clamor  of  desponding  and  embarrassed 
traders ;  but  the  foreign  commerce  of  this  coun- 
try, at  the  present  period,  is  so  rapidly  declining, 
and  its  shipping  interest  so  particularly  depressed, 
that  they  feel  themselves  constrained  to  declare 
their  firm  conviction  that  both  must  dwindle  into 
comparative  insignificance,  unless  the  measures  of 
foreign  Governments  operating  to  deprire  this 
country  of  an  equitable  participation  in  the  bene- 
fits of  Its  commercial  intercourse  with*  them,  shall 
be  promptly  met  and  counteracted. 

Under  a  deep  impression  that  the  pro^erity  q£ 
the  nation  is  intimately  connected  with  the  pros- 
perity of  its  commerce,  and  that  the  rising  hopes 
of  its  future  naval  power  are  essentially  dependent 
on  the  maintenance  of  its  navigation,  your  me- 
morialists have  thought  it  a  duty  they  owe  the 
community  to  submit  these  considerations  to  the 
wisdom  of  Congress,  humbly  praying  that  they 
will  afford  such  relief  in  the  premises  as  the  oatare 
of  the  case  may  require. 

WM.  BAYARD,  /Vert. 

John  Pintaro,  Secretary. 


COUNTERVAnJNG  MEASURES  AQA1N8T 
THE  DISCRIMINATING  DinUCB  IM1H>»B1> 
BY  FRANCE  ON  AMERICAN  PRO0UCT8. 

[Commnnicsted  to  the  Senate,  Jtnaarj  4.  18S0.] 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reprnmfa 
tivet  of  the  United  Statee^  in  Congreoe  aooemUed.- 

The  memorial  of  the  undeivigned,  captains  of 
American  vessels  lying  in  the  port  of  New  Orleans, 
respectfully  showeth :    That  your  mcmoriaibts, 

representing  also  the  officers  and  seamen  of 

hundred vessels  lying  in  this  port  of  New  Or- 
leans, (which  they  are  in  the  habit  of  frequenting,} 
have  experienced  for  the  last  two  years  an  alans- 
ing  decrease  in  the  American  shipping  busiscss 
previously  employed  in  th^  trade  hence  to  French 
ports. 

That  the  means  of  procuring  a  comfortable  live- 
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lihood  from  the  profession  ezercued  by  yoor  me- 
moriatists,  beinff  identified  with  the  general  proa- 
perity  of  the  shipping  interest  of  the  Union,  im- 
fooldens  them  to  set  forth  in  this  memorial  the  loss 
it  is  sufiering  from  the  fatal  influence  of  the  dis* 
criminating  duties  established  in  France  to  favor 
its  own  vessels  in  the  exclusive  importation  there 
of  the  great  staples  of  the  United  States,  the  pro- 
gressive evils  of  which  influence  your  memorial* 
ists  have  painfully  witnessed  for  the  last  two  years 
in  silence,  from  the  expectation  they  (and  no  doubt 
their  ship  owners  also)  entertained  that  a  commer- 
cial treaty  was  negotiating,  which,  at  least,  would 
have  established  the  intercourse  between  France 
and  the  United  States  on  the  same  footing  on 
which  it  exists  as  regards  England  and  other  coun- 
tries that  have  adopted  the  liberal  system  to  which 
Congress  has  invited  all  nations. 

Your  memorialists  propose  to  prove,  by  incon- 
testable facts — 

That  the  difference  of  dutv  in  France  paid  by 
American  and  French  vessels  on  the  articles  of 
cotton  and  tobacco,  is  more  than  the  whole  freight 
now  paid  on  the  same  hence  to  Liverpool,  or  that 
can  be  obtained  for  an  American  vessel  in  France. 

That  the  discriminating  duties  and  tonnage  that 
-would  accrue  to  American  vessels  in  France,  com- 
pared with  the  same  that  would  apply  on  French 
vessels  in  the  United  States,  with  reference  to  the 
trade  of  this  place,  would  be  more  than  ten  to  one. 

That,  notwithstanding  the  ten  per  cent,  addi- 
tional duty  paid  by  foreign  vessels,  it  is  only  on  a 
few  articles  of  value,  and  not  of  bulk ;  that  it  is 
sufficient  to  give  a  preference  to  American  vessels 
to  obtain  the  freight  of  the  imports  from  France; 
the  aggregate  importations  thence  to  this  port  by 
French  vessels,  exceeding  very  much  in  quantity 
that  by  Amercan  vessels. 

That  the  carrving  trade  to  France,  which  three 
years  ago  was  altogether  in  American  vessels,  last 
year  was  nearly. equally  divided  between  them  and 
French  vessels;  and  that,  since  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1819,  it  has  been  carried  on  in  French 
vessels  nearly  in  the  proportion  of  four  to  one. 

To  establish  the  truth  of  these  facts,  your  me- 
morialists beg  reference  to  the  annexed  tables, 
extracted  from  the  custom-house  books  of  this  dis- 
trict, and  certified  by  the  collector;  from  which  it 
appears  that  the  vessels  cleared  out  hence  for 

French  ports  were,  in  1818, 

.       Toni.94ths. 

39  American,  aggregate  tonnage      9,134  53 
36  French,  aggregate  tonnage         7,553  63 

75  vessels,  total  aggregate  tonnage  16,688  22 

The  vessels  cleared  out  and  about  loading  for 
the  same  ports,  since  1st  January  to  17th  March, 
(about  two  and  a  half  months,)  in  1819: 

Tons.  94thi.  Tons.  04ths. 

33  French.   21  cleared,  ag- 
gregate tonnage      -        -  4,945  74 
12  in  port  and  loading, 
aggregate  tonnage    -  2,839  57 

I  7,7od  u7 


9  American.  7  cleared,  ag-    • 
gregate  tonnage    -       -  1,750  84 
2  loading,  aggregate 
tonnage  -       .        -     655  00 


42  total  vessels  until  the  17th 
of  March,  1819,  tonnage 


2,405  84 


10,191  27 


These  results  demonstrate  what  your  memori- 
alists have  advanced  as  to  the  rapioly  progressive 
transfer  of  the  carrying  trade  in  (|uefition  from 
American  to  French  vessels;  which,  indeed,  has 
not  become  absolute  for  the  whole,  from  the  cir- 
cumstance that  until  now  there  have  not  been  a 
sufficient  number  of  French  vessels  to  embrace  it, 
and  that  a  few  of  our  ship-owners  have  made 
forced  operations  in  order  to  employ  their  vessels. 

By  comparing  the  dates  of  clearances  of  the 
French  vessels,  it  will  appear  that  last  year,  until 
all  the  French  vessels  left  this  port,  few  or  no 
American  vessels  were  loaded  for  France;  and 
probably  the  latter  part  of  this  year  there  will  be, 
for  the  same  reason  of  a  want  of  French  vesaek, 
inany  Americans  employed  in  the  same  way.  But 
it  cannot  be  doubted,  with  the  advantages  the 
former  possess,  that  a  short  period  will  only  be 
necessary  for  them  to  multiply  and  entirely  destroy 
the  feeble  efibrts  of  competition  that  may  oe  main- 
tained by  a  few  ship-owners  that  load  their  owa 
vessels,  who  must,  however,  if  they  persevere, 
eventually  terminate  it  by  ruinous  sacriffces. 

To  avoid  useless  details  and  amplifications,  your 
memorialists  have  confined  themselves  to  the  coor 
sideration  of  the  articles  of  cotton  and  tobacc(K 
(although  potashes  and  others  might  be  added,) 
to  establish  the  difference  paid  in  France  by  Ame- 
rican and  French  vessels. 

The  duty  in  France  on  cotton  is-- 
On  an  American  vessel,  38/  50c. 

per  200  lbs,,  (French  pounds,) 

or  .....  3.61  cents  per  IK 
On  a  French  vessel,  22/.  00c 

per  200  lbs.,  (French  pounds,) 

2.06  cents  per  IK 


or 


Difference  of  duty  on  cotton,  in 
favor  of  French  vessels,  per 
pound  -----   1.55 


The  duty  on  tobacco  i: 
In  an  American  vessel,  IV-  00c.  per  200  pounda^ 

(French.) 
Add  10  per  cent.  1/  10c.  for  that  paid  on 

the  tare,  whicli  is  not  deducted  by  the  customr 

house  in  France,  makes  12/  10c.  or  equal  to 

1.125  cent,  perpound. 

Tobacco  in  a  French  vessel  is  free. 

Difference  of  duty  on  tobacco  in  favor  of  French 
vessels,  per  pound,  1.125  cent. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  tonnage  duty  paid 
by  American  vessels  in  Erance  is  4/  50c.  per  ton. 
or  85  cents ;  and  the  brokerage  for  entering  and 
clearing  at  the  custom-house  is  established  at  \f. 
per  ton,  or  18^  cenU;  together,  per  ton,  $l,03f, 


which  is  more  thaiw  the  foreign  toiun|<e  paid  in 
the  United  States,  at  50  cents,  and  foreign  Mght- 
monejTi  50  cents ;  together,  $i  per  ton. 

Without  taking  notice,  therefore,  in  the  follow- 
JB^  calculations,  of  the  tonnage  or  li^ht-monev 
paid  in  the  respectif  e  ports,  vour  memonaiists  will 
proceed  to  state  that  the  ireighi  now  and  nsn- 
^y  current  from  this  port  to  Liverpool  is  one 
penny  per  pound  on  cotton,  equal  to  1.85  cent  per 
ppnad. 

Ta  be  dedjucted^  charges  attending  shipment  at 
Hew  Orleans: 

75   pents  per  bale  for  re-ppessing  ^e  Qat^tfrn^ 

12^  cents  diayage  to  the  press. 

28  cents  roUiag  aad  sjb^wjjig  on  board*  * 

1(1  15^  ajitogeth^,  per  bale  of  350  poanda,  equal 
'         to  0.31  cent  per  pound ;  net  freight  1.54 
cent  per  pound,  (exchisivc  <^  stone  bal- 
last.) 
The  freight  on  tobacco  for  the  same  place  is  a 
btff-pen^y  per  pound,  equal  to  0.93  cepu 

To  be  neducled,  roUjng  a#Ml  stowing  on  boiurd, 

al  75  cents  per  hc^rgSi^ad  of  1^^  pounds,  aiet  per 

pound  03  cefiji ;  net  freight  |^  pound  0.80  ceal. ' 

Applying  these  data  to  shipment  by.  an  Anneri- 

tan  vessel  oi^ 

SIO  tones  cotton^  or  179L9QO  poKmda,  the  frej|^  at 

1.54  ceAt  wonM  be    -       -       *  4K^759  08 

190  tpDA  tQb«:QO^  or  291,300  pounds, 

the  freiglH,  at  a8^  ceni|  would  be     2,504  32 


910  toiB3  total  fceigbt  wovdd  be 

The  dtfimnce  of  duity  oa  17%20a 
pooo^s  cQttoOi  a^  L55  €«nt,  woaldi 
be         -       -       -       -  «2i777  60 

The  difference  of  duty  on 
291,200  pounds  tobacco, 
at  1.25  cent  would  be    -     3^376  00 


5^^  00 


Tbtal  difierenoe  of  duty      .       .       . 

Biaking  the  difierenoe  of  4«ty  nioie 
thafi  fceight  by       -        -       -       - 


6,053  69 


$789  69 


And  supposing  it  wovid  reqjaire  a  vessel  of  300 
roister  tons  burden  to  carry  the  210  tons  wei|fht 
ofcotton  and  tobacco,  it  would  make  the  aavmg 
of  duty  of  9^,053  69  to  a  French  vessel,  amount- 
ine  to  more  than  twenty  dollars  per  ton. 

It  now  remains  to  be  considered  how  far  the 
f^  per  cent,  additional  duty  on  goods  imported 
i^to  the  United  States  by  foreign  vessels,  goei  to 
countervail  the  difference  shown  to  be  paid  in 
France  by  American  vessels.  It  may.  be  premised, 
indeed,  as  there  is  no  proportion  between  the  bulk 
and  value  of  our  exports)  to  the  imports  from 
Prance,  that  the  French  merchants,  ii  thoy  em- 
ployed our  vessels  exclusively  to  bring  their  liro- 
4uce  tp  the  United  States,  T^ich  they  can  d!o  at 
a  most  trifling  freight  would  not  certainly  pay  one- 
enth  part  of  the  freight  money  that  would  accrue 
Up  their  vessels^  if  they  are  allowed  to  secure  to 
tjlemselves  the  carrying  trade  ofcotton  and  tobacco 
j^om  the  United  States  to  France. 


Therefote,  thai  itisiMftctiBltsvi;] 
to  eke  diaedmiDatiog  Wa  on  eo 
Fkaoce  by  iocreastag  tbow  p»4  k:* . , 
veisels  bnagiDgthepnrfoKof  daisc' 
that  notfuBg  can  be  sofficiat  bst  a^ 
nage  dotj,  ^cadoated  aeeoriisg  lut^b 
the  dixcrmuiiatiog  dntieB  tbat  iv^eua . 
on  our  principal  staples;  it  bei^ssi' 
that  die  differenoeof  tey  ob  tbceutp 
Ptanoe  iVodn  hence  this  year  wiiscj 
than  all  the  duties  eofleetedbftkitaKi 
oo  imports  from  Fancc^  both  hj  Ate 
Preneh  vesaeia. 

By  the  ncfiCKApuifing  taUe,  it  viks 
liKne  entered  mm  Vrtach  poll  imi 
September,  U»7,  to  theeadof  IffiB- 

M  American  vessek 

57  French 


93  total  vessels. 
Aggregate  tonnage,  Americta  resdi 
Do.  WttBch  rescB  - 


Amoant  of  deties,  Ameneui  Tcidi^> 
Q^  Krench  vends  -  it 

Total  -  -  -  »•' 
being  at  the  rate  of  4^43,660  per  ub 

Bot  the  importations  doinftb«£ii0 
were  execssive,  and  prices,  ia  eow** 
are  less  in  this  place  thaa  iintcort 

A  large  eslknaate  for  avenge  w<* 
tionaof  aocoeedingyeiOiMjbett*** 

dollars* 
It  hae  boenehownakeadrlbfl,!!** 

two  and  a  half  months  of  ^»f^:. 
tons  shipping  are  empJojredja  » a^ 
to  PruMe  f  and,  sopposiBg vw**^, 
for  ^e  remaining  nine  ^''fl 
togelher  will  make  for  the  vMef*'^, 
Tfediffiwence  of  duties, ^f^^ 
#tt7,64a.    This  o^^a^t  of*»^^^  . 
shows  fthat  Hfty-^eiea  P^5^^»  . 
caifioes  Qf  the  aptwa^  W^^        : 
paid  only  for  dunei  f^^^lg'i,)/^ 
of  whieh  paid  as  foreign  ds?^ 
less  than  9S  per  ton.      .,  ,^«iiirf» 
Theae   rtaidts,  «eapiteW^!^aif 
that  the  discriminating  ^nO«»*;!^J' 
riean  vessels  are  $20  per  toM<^  g^r 
trade  thence  in  French  vessebw^^j^ 


and  that  this  year,  in  the  tiade«^  ^  ^4 
ports,  the  quantity  of  shipm^^tt 
woold  amount  to  more  thsn  rS^fit,'^ 
criminating  duties  on  whicli  m  'y^^- 

at  WO  per  ton,  wooW,  ^  ^t  (i^ 
we  thaii  e^ual  tlje  total  ^^^isf^'- 


BDore 


goods  imported  frpm  the  f^.M^  [ 
and  French  vessels,  estimated  aiv-^^^^. 
But  these  comparative  ^^^j^^' 
exact  during  the  preseat  a^fl  .  //if 
for,  while  the  inordinate  ^^^)^^^^ 
goods  last  year,  as  was  oWJ^j^  ^^ 
they  will  not  be  cootinurt  ^°2itsiio«* 
their  value  here  below  prune  cx^ 
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qoMtttf;  bat  tbe  rev^ise  iB«i»t  take  place  -with 
reiipect  to  the  €X{)orts  of  ootton  aod  tobacco,  which 
will  iaorease  with  the  extended  produotion  of 
them,  and  yearly  came  a  greater  dispafity  between 
the  exporting  aad  importing  trade  to  EVaace. 

It*  the  ctreumstaDce  is  reverted  to,  that  the  pro* 
portion  of  American  vessels  loaded  this  year,  and 
VQW  loading  for  Fraaoe,  is  only  as  one  to  four  to 
the  number  of  French,  it  may  be  offered  as  a  coH'- 
ciusive  proof,  considering  the  inactivity  of  our 
shipping)  that  it  has  to  contend  with  great  disad- 
Tantageii^;  for,  on  fair  grounds  of  competition, 
your  memorialists  are  boki  to  assert  that  neither 
the  vessels  of  France  nor  of  any  other  country 
could  obtaia  a  triumph  over  those  navigated  by 
American  seamen ;  neither  can  it  be  an  argument 
against  them,  that  French  vessels,  notwitbstand^ 
ing  the  foreign  duty,  have  had  the  largest  shai«of 
the  import  trade  of  goods  from  France,  (at  least 
as  regards  balk ;)  because  the  disproportion  shown 
to  exist  between  the  tonnage  used  in  the  exports 
and  imports  from  this  port  causes  the  iaoipient 
voyage  from  France  to  have  no  other  object  than 
to  seek  a  return  freight  f(t>r  the  vessets ;  and,  there- 
fore, whenever  it  happens  ^as  is  mostly  the  case) 
that  the  difibrence  of  duty  is  not  equivalent  to  the 
freight,  there  is  no  motive  to  employ  an  American 
vessel. 

But  the  owners  of  French  vessels,  not  to  send 
them  empty,  keep  the  market  in  this  place  glutted 
with  all  kinds  ot  French  things^  even  sausages, 
sweetmeats,  butter,  cheese,  shoes,  hats^  millinery, 
bricks,  tiks^  hollow  oast  iron  ware,  stone  ju^s,  bee- 
tles, and  many  other  artioles  that  are  objects  of 
domestic  trade  or  produce  in  our  own  country,  as 
good  and  cheap  as  they  can  be  brought  fVom  any 
place  else.  And  to  give  a  better  idea  of  the  nature 
of  this  trade,  and  to  call  the  atteniionof  your  hon- 
orable body  to  the  propriety  of  laying  specific  du- 
ties on  some  of  them,  a  copy  of  the  manifest  of 
entry  of  a  French  ship  also  accompanies  this  me- 
morial. 

And  your  memortaHsts  further  beg  leave  to  ob- 
serve that  the  whoie  extent  of  the  loss  of  the  car- 
rying trade  of  the  articles  of  export  from  this  place 
to  France  will  not  be  correctly  appreciated  by  that 
part  only  that  heretofore  has  gone  direct  hence  to 
France,  for  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  Loui- 
siana cotton  and  Kentucky  tobacco  shipped  hence 
to  the  Eastern  ports  foimd  its  way  by  that  eiroi»- 
itous  ohanaei  to  Fraace;  affordrag  double  em- 
ployment to  our  vessels  in  the  voyage  coastwise, 
and  thea  in  the  subssqueot  voyage  across  the 
Atlantic. 

The  loss  of  both  these  sources  of  emplo3rnfe^t 
to  our  ships  must,  in  time,  be  superadded  to  that 
which  your  memorialists  have  shown  to  have  esB- 
isted  in  preceding  years  direct  from  this  place. 
How  long  tbe  trade,  or  how  much  of  it,  would 
continue  in  this  circuitous  channel,  your  memo- 
rialists are  not  prepared  to  say  positively,  provided 
our  vessels  were  put  upon  an  equality  with  French 
▼easels  iar  France ;  but  they  believe,  from  tbe  ac- 
tive coastmg  trade  now  arising  in  lumber,  bricks, 
btttlding  stones,  lime,  hay,  oats,  candles,  soap,  cider, 
sftited  nih,  New  B*nglaad  mm,  potatoes,  furaiture. 


carriages,  saddlery,  shoes,  cut  nails,  and  other  ^ 
mestic  manufactures,  that  return  freight  will  be  so 
low  that,  aided  by  particular  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  seasons  of  business  and  navigation  of  the 
riv«r«  a  great  portion  of  it  that  now  exists,  at  laast^ 
wiU  DC  continued. 

Besides  the  direct  trade  to  France^  it  will  fia 
seen,  by  the  accompanying  tables  of  entries  and 
clearances  of  French  vessels  at  this  port,  tfaatai 
permanent  trade  is  establishing  to  their  colonies  ia 
the  West  Indies,  that  is  not  open,  except  partiaU 
ly.  to  the  vessels  of  the  United  States.  Thin^ 
whilst  the  avenues  of  French  oommeree  are  sttaiCf 
ened  to  our  flag  within  the  direct  line  from  6ur 
ports  .to  France,  and  an  intolerable  and  odious 
duty  is  levied  for  the  rights  of  passage  to  that,  a 
vast  and  varied  career  is  opened  to  that  of  France^ 
secured  from  competition  on  our  part,  where  it 
might  exist  by  discriminating  duties,  and  finding 
in  the  English  and  other  European  colonics  exclu- 
sively all  the  ramificaticHis  of  profitable  trade  that 
can  arise  from  {oarying  our  produce. 

An  act  of  Parliament  exists,  partietdairly  per- 
mitting the  importation  to  the  Britk^h  colonies  of 
all.  artjdes  of  provisions,  besides  sailed  meat,  from 
all  places  in  Ameiica,  except  fnom  the  ports  of  the 
United  States. 

Your  memorialists  have  only  taken  a  partial 
view  of  the  evils  growing  out  of  the  cause  of  com- 
plaint they  now  submit  to  your  honorable  body. 
They  have  only  shown  how  much  the  trade  foan 
this  place  is  liable  to  be  aflected  by  it,  and  leave 
to  those  better  acquainted  to  say  wnat  proportion 
the  20,000  tons  of  shipping  employed  Irom  New 
Orleans  to  French  ports  bears  to  the  whole  trade 
from  the  United  States  to  France. 

The  magnitude  of  this  aggregate,  when  duly 
ascertained,  must  no  doubt  excite  the  attention  of 
every  branch  of  the  Greneral  Government,  and 
suggest  soQie  expedient  to  counteract  the  inxxM- 
nato  selfishness  that  influenced  that  of  FMMe 
when  it  first  devised  a  system  that  can  only  exiHt 
by  being  tderated  in  the  United  States,  to  the  ifl^ 
conceivable  derelietionof  the  maintenanee  of  tht 
most  important  national  interest. 

A  tonnage  duty,  if  made  dependent  on  the  na- 
ture of  the  car^  exported  from  the  United  StaiM, 
would  strike  directly  at  the  object  of  this  mem^^ 
rial :  a  calculation  would  show  probably  that  f(l5 
per  register  ton  on  vessels  carrying  cotton,  and 
925  per  register  Ion  on  those  carrying  tobaeco, 
vrould  about  countervail  the  present  duties  laid^m 
France  on  tiie  same  articles  imported  in  Ameri- 
can vessels. 

Your  memorialists  will  farther  observe  that) 
throwing  the  carrying  trade  from  this  place  to 
France  out  of  the  hands  of  the  American  shffi^ 
owners  naturally  influences  the  trade  in  the  samte 
articles  from  American  merchants  into  the  laatte 
channel ;  the  nun^ber  of  Fi«nch  vessels,  being  cM- 
tinually  augmented,  bring  necessarily  tneir  owneA 
in  some  degree  to  partake  of  it ;  every  one  triealb 
push  off  some  articles  of  goods  to  sain  a  freijg^bt  ftnr 
his  ship^  and  to  pay  for  cotton  and  tobacco,  insferad 
of  furnishing  money  advances;  French  comtois- 
siod  houses  to  transact  this  bosmeis  are  daily  mtih 
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liplied,  and  advcDtuien  with  tkeir  ^  pacotillci" 
•re  daiijT  crowding  the  port. 

Thif  eKcessire  excitement  to  the  consumption 
of  the  articles  of  luxury  and  fashion  from  France, 
as  well  as  the  encouragement  offered  to  transient 
traders,  your  memorialists  conceive  cannot  be  ben- 
eActai  to  the  country ;  thev  feel  too  much  that 
French  fashion  and  French  feelings  are  thereby 
likely  to  be  perpetuated  in  this  newly  adopted 
watef  State;  and  that  whiUtAmericans  are  denied 
•the  rights  they  ought  to  possess  in  France,  they 
wall  continue  to  be  considered  as  foreigners  in  this 
part  of  their  own  country. 

Aiul  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray. 

Robert  Hart,  J.  Morgan, 

Lewis  Barnes,  Atkins  Adams, 

Theodore  F.  Jewett,  Nathaniel  Fowler, 

John  S.  Davis,  William  Rider, 

James  Kennard,  Robt.  Davis, 

James  Tibbtt%  Oeo.  G.  Jones, 

Edward  Richardson,  Bzekiel  Purinton, 

Robert  Rogers,  Isaac  Dickinson, 

Harry  Parsons,  Jeremiah  Burrows, 

Thos.  Caldwell,  John  Lake, 

Bwd.  Hays,  Christoph'r  Howard, 

Nathan  Walden,  William  Wilson. 


6I0K    AND    DISABLED    8EAMEN    IN    THE 
PORT  OF  NEW  YORK. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senste,  Jsnuary  13,  1830.] 

To  the  honerabU  the  Ctmgrtu  of  the  Untied  Staiee  of 

America  : 

The  memorial  of  the  Governors  of  the  New 
York  Hospital  respectfully  showeth:  That  your 
aaemorialists.  as  trustees  of  an  institution  erected 
and  endowed  for  the  relief  only  of  those  indigent 
and  sick  for  whom  no  particular  charity  is  provi- 
ded, have,  from  sentimentH  of  humanity,  and  with 
a  confident  reliance  on  the  justice  of  Congress, 
ventured  to  appropriate  a  portion  of  their  funds  to 
the  succoring  and  healing  of  sick  and  disabled 
seamen,  for  whom  they  conceived  provision  had 
been,  or  was  intended  to  be,  made. 

It  would  appear  that,  by  the  act  of  the  16th 
July,  1798,  which  imposes  a  tax  of  twenty  cents 
a  month  on  seamen's  wages,  the  Government  ai 
the  United  States  engaged  and  contracted  to  pro- 
tect and  maintain  these  hardy  citizens,  whenever 
sickness  or  other  disability  should  render  them  de- 
pendent; and  also  that,  from  the  circumstance  of 
large  sums  having  been  expended  in  the  erection  of 
hospitals,  it  is  manifest  tne  provision  must  have 
been  adequate  to  its  primary  object,  as  the  law  ap- 
propriates only  the  surplus  to  such  buildings.  Your 
memorialists,  therefore,  can  perceive  no  reason 
why,  in  the  application  of  this  fund,  the  collector 
.ahould  undertake  either  to  limit  the  number  to  be 
b^efited,  or  to  proscribe  any  particular  class  of 
patients. 

Soon  after  the  passing  the  aforementioned  act, 
an  agreement  was  made  to  receive  into  the  New 


York  hospital,  at  the  rata  of  three  doliaia  a  week 
for  board,  medical  attendance,  and  every  other 
necessary  except  clothing,  all  such  sick  and  disa- 
bled seamen  as  were  contemplated  to  be  relieved. 

In  a  settlement  of  this  account,  in  November, 
1804,  with  the  collector,  your  memorialists  vcte 
surprised  to  learn  that  he  undertook,  and  didalMo- 
lut^y  refuse,  and  has  continued  to  refuse^  to  pay 
for  more  than  seventy^ ve  seamen  at  mnj  one 
time,  and  lias  since  reduced  the  number  to  sixty- 
five,  though  considerably  more  than  that  number 
are  generally  in  the  hospitaL  lie  has  also  exclor 
ded  seamen  employed  m  the  coasting  trade,  ind 
such  as  have  only  performed  the  voyage,  and  bas 
even  undertaken  to  construe  the  law  as  not  apply- 
ins  to  cases  of  disability  resulting  from  vdHoreal 
inftfCtion,  and  to  exclude  from  its  benefits  this  class 
of  patients— a  distinction  this,  as  yoor  nicinorii/- 
ists  conceive,  that  is  arbitranr  and  very  opnessare^ 
especiallj  as  it  respects  seafaring  men:  for  those 
people,  in  most  cases,  expend  cul  their  waget  in 
paying  of  men,  pretenders  to  the  healing  art,  be- 
fore they  come  to  the  hospital;  and  baring  then 
no  further  credit  at  boarding-chouses,  and  iKiog 
incapable  of  serving  at  sea,  they  must  ahsolatdf 
perisn  by  that  inveterate  disease  unless  they  are 
received  into  the  hospital.  It  consists  with  our 
observation  that  more  than  half  the  seafaring  men 
who  have  latelv  applied  to  the  hospital  for  rdief 
were  men  who  labored  under. that  disease. 

Your  memorialists,  in  full  &ith  thai  the  legiti- 
mate and  professed  guardians  of  sailors  would  re- 
munerate the  expense,  and  bein^  convinced  that 
Congress  intended  to  provide  for  all  sick  and  dis- 
abled seamen,  have,  notwithstanding,  adminis- 
tered relief  unto  all  those  unfortunate  objects  dis- 
carded by  the  collector;  and.  feeling  repugnant  to 
eject  from  the  doors  of  their  hospital  totfimer,  and 
perhaps  to  perish,  men  who  hare  contributed  eo 
essentially  to  the  prosperity  and  honor  o(  oar 
country,  have  humanely  restored  most  of  them  to 
health,  and  secured  their  usefulness  to  society. 

The  funds  of  your  memorialists  are  now,  how- 
ever, so  burdened  by  the  numerous  charities  they 
are  compelled  to  adminbter,  .and  especially  in 
consequence  of  the  large  and  increasing  nnmhec 
of  supernumoary  seamen  beyond  what  is  paid  for, 
that  they  feel  themselves  coastiained  to  observe 
that,  unless  some  provision  is  made  to  dbchar^ 
the  existing  debt,  as  also  to  indemnify  them  in 
future,  they  may  be  reluctantly  compelled  to  with- 
draw their  charity  from  this  class  of  patioits. 

If  it  is  correct  that  all,  or  nearly  idl,  the  hos- 
pital money  received  at  this  port  has  been  ex- 
pended here,  your  memorialists  woold  then  most 
respectfully  ask  whether  it  is  consistent  with  just- 
ice or  humanity  that  such  numbers  of  distressed 
seamen,  who  have  ail  contributed  equally  to  Ous 
fund,  should  be  abandoned  to  want  and  misery? 
Your  memorialists  presume  otherwise,  and  assur- 
edly believe  that  the  same  motives  which  produced 
the  law  of  1798,  ih  regard  to  this  subject,  will 
equally  characterize  the  present  Congress,  sad 
confidently  hope  that,  if  it  should  appear  the  sgm 
received  here  is  inadequate  to  support  the  sick  and 
disabled  seamen  constantly  foimd  here,  sock  for- 
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''ision  will  be  made  as  may  be  rcqaisite  to 
le  humane  views  of  Qo¥«riuiient. 
demand  of  ]rour  memorialists  for  main- 
1  nd  relie?io^  these  improvident  sofferers 
ed  into,  it  wili  appear  tnat  the  compensa- 
lited  is  not  only  less  in  every  instance,  bnt 

not  half  of  what  has  been  charged  in 
rts.  And  if  the  fund  originally  created  is 
Lte  to  this  object,  generally,  your  memo- 
ben  beg  leave  respectfully  to  sngsest  the 
r  an  addition  of  ten  cents  a  month  to  the 

tax,  as  both  reasonable  and  necessaiv. 
ir  memorialbts  would  farther  respectfully 
ka.t  the  proper  officer  mav  be  directed  to 
3  accounts  for  the  past,  ana  pay  them  such 
nay  appear  to  be  due. 
bdch  is  respectfoUy  submitted. 

M.  CLARKSON,  PreMaU. 
BuRKLET,  Secrdairy. 


NATION  TO  ABOLISH  PRIVATEERING 
IN  TIME  OP  WAR. 

nunicated  to  the  Hoase,  January  11,  18S0.] 

onarable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaenia- 
if  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  .* 

memorial  of  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the 
S  tates,  respec tfuUy  represents :  T hat,  while 
ve  rejoiced  in  the  privileges  of  a  free  peo- 
y  have  been  deeply  affected  with  the  mul- 
instances  of  criminal  prosecutions,  impris- 
;,  capital  convictions,  and  public  executions, 
have  recendy  occurred  m  several  States, 
lemorialists  are  far  from  imputing  to  defects 
jrovernment  of  their  country  all  the  crimes 
r  fellow-citizens,  and  as  far  from  a  disposi- 
attribute  the  defects  of  Government  to  base 
minal  intentions  on  the  part  of  l^islaiors 
^istrates.    They  believe  that  the  best  in- 

men  are  but  partially  enlightened,  and  that 
'  the  best  hearts  are  necessarily  liable  to  the 
ce  of  hereditary  opinions,  prejudices,  and 
s.  But  while  crimes  of  the  deepest  die 
L  in  the  land,  while  our  courts  of  justice  and 
isons  are  thronged  with  malefactors,  your 
ialists  conceive  it  to  be  a  duty  of  all  well 
ed  men  to  search  out  the  causes  of  these 
ind,  when  discovered,  to  represent  them  for 
Dsideration  of  their  legislators.    They  also 

it  as  the  duty  of  legislators  to  seek  the  vir- 
d  welfare  of  their  fellow-citizens,  and  to  do 
their  power  to  prevent  crimes;  not  merely 
viding  for  the  punishment  of  criminals,  but 

abolition  of  those  customs  or  practices  by 

men  are  naturally  led  into  the  paths  of  vice 
lin.  Among  the  many  atrocious  ofiences  of 
resent  day.  highway  robberv,  piracy,  and 
T,  frequently  occur.  The  melancholy  scenes 
blic  executions  which  have  been  witnessed 
eral  of  the  United  States,  have  justly  excited 
ion  and  inquiry  i  and,  in  searching  for  the 
)  of  those  crimes  for  which  so  many  fellow 
{ have  heen  sentenced  to  the  gallows,  your 


memorialists  have  been  impressed  with  a  beliif 
that  much  may  jusdy  be  imputed  to  the  practiot 
of  privateering  in  time  of  war.*  They  are  aware 
that  this  practice  has  Ions  been  sanctioned  by  all 
the  maritime  Powers  of  Christendom,  but  they  ean^ 
not,  on  that  account,  regard  it  as  the  less  to  be 
deplored  or  the  less  to  be  abhorred.  It  is  in  their 
view  of  the  same  character  with  the  practice  of 
the  States  of  Barbary,  for  which  the  people  of 
those  regions  are  reproached  as  piratical  barbarians; 

In  the  course  of  the  late  war  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  many  thousands  of 
people  were  licensed  by  the  two  Gtovemments  t» 
commit  just  soch  acts  of  injustice,  depredation, 
and  violence,  as  those  for  which  pirates  are  hang^ 
ed  in  time  ol  peace.  They  were  commissioned  to 
capture,  rob,  or  destroy,  the  property  of  innocent 
merchants,  and,  in  case  of  resistance,  to  maim  or 
murder  innocent  seamen  while  pursuing  their  law- 
ful occupations.  In  this  way  hundr^s  of  mer- 
chants in  the  two  countries  wereunjusUy  despoiled 
of  their  property,  many  of  them  ruined,  and  their 
families  reduced  to  poverty,  wretchedness,  and 
despair.  The  number  of  seamen  who  lost  their 
lives  in  consequence  of  these  licensed  depredations 
was  doubdess  very  considerable. 

It  is  impossible  for  your  memorialists  to  conceive 
how  such  deeds  of  rapine  and  violence  can  be  rec- 
onciled to  the  principles  of  justice  or  humanity, 
when  done  by  prirateersmen,  any  more  than  when 
done  by  unauthorized  pirates.  The  ininstice  and 
injury  to  the  innocent  sufferers  are  tne  same  in 
both  cases,  and  in  both  the  motives  and  disposi- 
tions of  the  perpetrators  may  be  the  same. 

As  in  the  business  of  privateering  all  the  odious 
passions  of  human  nature  are  licensed— «s  the 
youth  of  our  country  become  associated  with  de»- 
perate  and  unprincipled  men  let  loose  from  every 
moral  restraint — ^what  better  can  reasonably  be  ex* 
pected  than  that  manv  of  them  will,  after  tne  cloaa 
of  the  war,  follow  tne  trade  to  which  they  had 
been  educated?  When  thousands  of  our  citizens 
have  served  an  apprenticeship  in  soch  an  employ«- 
ment,  can  it  be  wonderful  if  hundreds  of  them  be- 
come pirates  or  highway  robbers?  And  if  they 
become  hardened  in  iniquity,  inured  to  crime,  and 
ruined  by  the  education  wnich  they  thus  receive, 
at  whose  hands  will  their  blood  be  required?  This 
is  a  question  which,  in  the  opinion  of  your  memo- 
rialists, deserves  the  serious  consideration  of  every 
legislator,  every  magistrate,  and  every  citizen  of 
the  United  States.  However  necessarv  it  may  b& 
in  the  present  state  of  society,  to  inflict  capital 
punishments  on  piratical  offenders,  still  philan- 
thropy must  weep  and  humanity  recoil  at  the 
thought  of  taking  the  lives  of  men  for  crimes  to 
whicn  they  have  been  trained  up  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  by  the  authorized  customs  of  their 
country. 

In  this  age  of  improvement  it  will  generally  be 

*  If  we  may  credit  the  narratives  of  the  foar  pirates 
who  were  executed  in  Boaton,  February  18,  1819; 
they  had  all  been  concerned  in  priVateeriog,  or  Stale 
piracy ;  not  all,  how6Ter»  by  license  from  our  Govsra- 
ment. 
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admittBd  in  theory,  that  rolers  should  ev«r  exereiw 
•l  tender  and  parental  eare  towards  their  snbjects, 
4b  all  in  their  power  to  cause  them  to  be  educaited 
in.  tlie  paths  of  benevolence  and  virtue,  and  to  pre- 
uei%e  them  from  the  snares  of  rice,  and  the  influ- 
ence of  conta minating  customs.  Punishments  are 
not  the  only  nor  the  most  efieetual  means  of  pre- 
venting crimes  or  saving  men  from  vice.  A  vir- 
tooos  ^ucation  is  infinitely  preferable  to  sanguin- 
ary laws,  as  a  means  of  preserving  men  from  those 
flnmes  which  are  usually  punished  with  death ; 
and  no  laws,  however  severe,  can  reasonahlv  he 
axpeoted  to  prevent  crimes,  while  such  schoots  of 
depravity  and  licentiousness  as  those  of  privateer- 
tog  are  sanctioned  by  public  authority,  h  is,  there- 
fore, believed  by  your  memorialists,  that  the  prin- 
oiples  of  justice,  humanity,  religion,  and  sound 
policy;  all  anite  in  demanding  the  abolition  of  such 
seminaries  of  crime. 

U  is  a  gratifying  fact  that,  in  the  infancy  of  the 
American  Qovernment,  an  attempt  was  made  by 
our  rulers  to  effect  by  treaties  the  very  object  of 
the  present  memoriaL  As  early  as  1785,  thie  ceie- 
bralied  philosopher.  Dr.  Franklin,  in  a  letter  to  a 
friend,*  observed,  that  ^the  United  States,  though 
better  situated  than  any  other  nation  to  profit  by 
^vateerin^,  are,  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  endeavor- 
ing to  abolish  the  practice,  by  offering,  in  all  their 
treaties  with  other  Powers,  an  article,  en^ging 
flolerooly  ^at,  in  case  of  a  future  war,  no  privateer 
shall  be  commissioned  on  either  side,  and  that  un- 
armed merchant  ships  on  both  sides  shall  pursue 
their  voyages  unmolested."  This  humane  eflEbrt 
on  the  part  of  the  American  Qovomment,  at  so 
early  a  period,  affords  encouragement  to  your  me- 
morialists that  Congress  will  listen  with  pleasure 
to  a  pooposition  for  abolishing  a  practice  wnioh  has 
j(ustly  been  temed  ^  a  remnant  of  ancient  piracy,'' 
and  which  has  foe  ages  been  a  disgrace  to  civilised 
nations,  and  the  abhorrence  of  good  men. 

Though  the  magnanimous  proposition  formerly 
nande  was  not  generally  adopted  by  other  Qovem- 
B^ents,  yet  your  memorialists  are  of  opinion  ^at 
the  people  of  Europe  are  more  enlightened  than 
they  were  thirty-five  years  ago,  and  that  there  b 
much  reason  to  believe  that  a  similar  proposition 
at  this  period  would  meet  theapppobation  of  nearly 
all  the  Powers  of  Christendom.  To  repeat  or  re^ 
new  a  proposition  so  philaathropio  and  hnaane, 
will  not  by  enlightened  men  be  regarded  at  he- 

*  Benjaimn  Ysughan,  Esquire. 


Buealh  the  dignky  e£  any  Gora^j. 
and,  as  the  {unopoaiiQa  probably  (q^'^ 
United  Staies,  yournmnDnalisfea^ 
sire  that  their  ownGofemmefUsu., 
honor  of  reviving  it,aad  of  fem,^ 
till  it  shall  have  beeneom|Mftt« 

Barbonans  and  aapnacfpy^j 
find  a  motitte  for  contiBiiiBr  die  pt%:| 
cumatnoBe  mentiooed  by  ur,  Frati:;, 
United  fiUatcsais  better  sitonediiBiri 
tion  to  profit  by  poraleeriDg."  fisa  j 
eiMd  l^islators  of  ^s  eountiy  dec 
''  do  evil  that  good  mneoaeT  L 
sid^rations  of  profit  iaaace  (fcoisi^ 
praetice  so  paipohiy  uniost  is  iisaei 
atioDs,  so  ruinous  to  the  maak&ii 
citizens,  and  which  funusbsneiix-. 
conricts  for  the  State4rrisoBs  tndiae^ 

During  a  time  of  gOMRil  paeeiiii 
be  expected  that  the  mkrs  of  d. 
more  impartially  examine  the  sol)|«.  • 
to  them,  than  m  a  time  when  tk: 
excited  by  war.   ThByrma^mr^* 
therefore,  deemed  favanblf  farusr 
object  of  this  memoriaL  , 

In  regard  to  the  best  course  kii^'i^ 
practice  in  question,  your  memoflii'.- 
undertake  to  present,  but  coaMs:'-'"; 
of  their  Representatives  in  Couffc  >  ) 
no  fear  that  an j  medwd  witf  Wie- 
the abelftien  oi  privateerisr,  wia**'* 
danger  the  best  interests  of  toe  cotf^'^ 
tinuanee  of  the  caston.  TApr.a^'** 
respectfully  and  farently  wy  AfJCj* 
devise  and  adopt  some  piss  w«? 
nation  from  the  repreaciiof  N^^ 
practice  which  eferyeBligliteMBi*"=^- 
recate  and  abhor. 

The  undersigned  beg ^"^,^^,1:' 
rial  to  the  honorable  I^g^/*1 
States  in  the  wofds  of  Dr.  fto^*, 
subject:  "ThiswiUbeabafffJ^", 
law  of  nations.  The  hoBWM^'. 
not  but  vnsh  success  io  thf  w' 


PL4iNnauN 
At  an  annual  meeting/'^ 


j^?aB 


Society,  voted  '»8Uiimoasj»^  ^.^ 

signed  by  the  P^esidcat  J»TgU 
seated  to  the  Congress  o«  ■^*7„rt  ^ 


PUBLIC  ACTS  OF   CONGRESS; 


PA886D  AT   TH£    FIR8T    SESSION   OF    THE    SIXTEENTH    CONGBEBd,  BEQUN    AND 
HELD  AT  THE   GITY    OF   WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  DECEMBER  6,  1819. 


An  Ae|  aathprisiig  tbp  tran^nninioo  of  certain  Docn- 

menU  free  of  postage. 

Be  U  m(Ukdhifikfi  S^na^  ofid.  HinMfi  of  Em 
ativis  of  tbd  Uniied  SU1U9  of  America  t»  Cbnyn^st 
(wemUedy  That  the  Members  of  Congress,  the 
Delegates  from  Tecrltorves,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  and  the  CHerl^  of  the  House  of  Rgoresen- 
taXives  be.  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to 
transmit,  ixee  of  pos^ge^  to  any  po^  office  within 
the  United  States,  or  the  Territoxies  thereof,  any 
documents  which  have  been,  or  may  be^  printed 
by  order  of  eixhex  House,  di:M:ing  the  present  Con- 
gress. 

JA9.  BARBOUR, 
President  pro  i«m,  of  Uto  Senaffi, 
HENRY  CLAY, 
Sptpie$i  ofiU  Hfmse  <^  B/^^restnUUivfis. 
Approvjed,  Decemhei  14. 181d. 

JAMES  MONROK- 


An  Aet  making  a  partial  appropriation  ion  the  military 
service  of  the  United  Slates  for  the  year  000  thoQp 
fland  eight  hundred  and  twenty. 

Be  it  moifi^y  fc,j  That  the  ibllowing  sums  be, 
and  are  hereby,  appropriated  to  the  objects  herein 
specified,  to  wit : 

For  subisistenee  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  two  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Por  the  national  armories,  fiAy-six  thousand 
doHars. 

For  arrearages.,  on  the  settlement  of  outstanding 
claims,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  ^  itfyirther  enfuief^  That  the  said 
sums  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury, 
aot  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  January  14, 1820. 


aooount  of  the  sick,  including  those  of  the  marine 
corps,  eight  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ^ly 
doluurs. 

For  repairs  of  Teasels,  one  hundred  and  oq# 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses,  eleven  thousand  doU 
lars. 

For  the  salaries  of  two  agents,  and  a  surveyor^ 
appointed  under  the  aotbority  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  first  March,  one  tbousaod  eigh(  hua* 
dred  and  seventeen,  entitled  "An  act  making 
reservation  of  certain  puUtc  lands  to  supply  tim- 
ber fox  naval  purposes,"  and  contingent  expenses 
for  carrying  the  same  into  efiect,  seven  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fwrther  enacted,  That  the  sev- 
eral appropriations,  hereinbefore  made,  shall  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

Approved,  January  14, 1830. 


An  Act  in  addition  to  the  *'  Act  making  i^pvepriationi 
ibr  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States 
lor  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundjced  and  nine- 
teen." 
Be  it  etuuMf  ^e.,  That  the  followjug  suma,  in 

addition  to  those  appropriated  by  the  a£t  to  which 

chin  is  a  supplement  he,  and  the  samfe  are  heceby, 

appropriated : 

For  pay  and  sohsisteBce  of  the  officers,  and  pay 

^  the  seamen,  two  hundred  and  sev«itty*three 

tboqsand  one  hundhred  doliars. 

For  provinooB,  fbrty-onetfaovsand  fourhmidied 

iollars. 
For  medicineS)  hospital  stores,  and  exfewmn  on 


An  Act  mipplementory  to  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  the  Clerks  in 
the  dMrent  Officios."  passed  the  twentieth  of  April, 
ana  thousand  eight  hundred  nod  eigfatean. 

Be  it  enaeted,  ^.,  That  the  authority  given  in 
the  eighth  section  of  the  above  recited  aet,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  emplojf  nine  addi-^ 
tienal  clerks  iu  the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor, 
and  three  additional  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  continued,  until  the  thirty-first 
^ay  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty,  and  no  loi^r;  and  that  the  sum  ne- 
cessary to  carry  mto  e&ec  the  provisions  of  this 
aot  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  and 
shati  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  January  14, 1820. 


An  Act  to  alter  the  terms  of  the  CoM  of  the  Wastam 

District  of  Virginia. 

Be  «t  enaetedy  ^.^  That  the  seasioiisof  the  Ckmrt 
for  the  judieiai  district  of  Viri^inia  west  of  the 
Alleghany  mountains,  instead  ol  the  times  heeeto** 
fcNre  tmpomtedy  shall  hereafter  be  holden  annually 
as  £d1m>ws:  At  Wythe  Ck>urthouae  on  the  first 
hCondays  of  May  and  October;  at  Lewisboi^,  on 
the  second  Mondays  of  May  and  October ;  and.  at 
Clarksbarg,  on  the  fourth  Mondays  of  May  and 
October ;  any  law  to  theeonnmry  notwithstanding^ 
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Sic.  2.  And  U  U  further  enacted.  That  all  pro- 
cesses which  may  have  issued,  or  may  hereafter 
iraue,  returnable  to  the  next  fiticceeding  terms  as 
heretofore  established,  shall  be  held  returnable, 
and  be  returned,  to  those  terms  to  which  they  are 
severally  chaneed  by  this  act. 

Approved,  February  10,  1820. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  to  supply  the  deficiency 
in  the  sppropriations  heretofore  made  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  repairs  of  the  north  and  sooth  wings 
of  the  Capitol,  for  furnishing  the  President's  House, 
aod  the  erection  of  two  new  Executive  offices. 

Be  it  enacted,  |f  c,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
plying the  deficiencv  in  the  appropriations  hereto- 
fore made,  for  completing  the  repairs  of  the  north 
and  south  wings  of  the  Capitol,  for  finishing  the 
President's  house,  and  the  erection  of  two  new 
Executive  offices,  the  following  sums  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  respectively  appropriated,  that  is 
to  say: 

For  completion  the  repairs  of  the  north  and 
south  wings  of  the  Capitol,  the  sum  of  seventy- 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  finishing  the  President's  house,  the  sum  of 
thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-four 
dollars  and  sixty-six  cents. 

For  erecting  two  new  Executive  offices,  the 
sum  of  eleven  thousand  and  fifteen  dollars  and 
seventy-one  cents. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
several  sums  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  February  10, 1820. 


An  Act  to  provide  for  obtaining  accurate  statements 
of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  United  States* 

Be  U  enacted,  fe.,  That  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  annually  prepare  statistical 
accounts  of  the  commerce  ot  the  United  States 
with  foreign  countries,  for  each  preceding  year; 
which  accounts  shall  be  laid  before  Congress,  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December  in  every  year,  or  as  soon  after 
as  possible. 

Sjbc.  2.  And  he  it  fu/rtker  enacted,  That  such  ac- 
counts shall  comprehend  and  state  all  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  exported  from  the  United  States 
to  other  countries ;  ail  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, imported  into  the  United  States  from  other 
countries;  and  all  navi^tion  employed  in  the 
foreign  trade  of  the  United  States;  which  facts 
shall  be  stated  according  to  the  principles  and  in 
the  manner  hereby  directed. 

Sfic.  3.  And  be  it  fiiriher  enacted,  That  the  kinds. 
ooantities,  and  values,  of  all  articles  exported,  and 
the  kinds,  quantities,  and  values,  of  all  articles  im- 
ported, shall  be  distinctly  stated  in  such  accounts; 
except  in  cases  in  which  it  may  appear  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  that  separate  statements  of 
the  species,  quantities,  or  values,  of  any  particular 
article  would  swell  the  annual  statements  without 
Utility;  and,  in  such  cases,  the  kinds  and  total 
Talues  of  such  articles  shall  be  stated  together,  or 


in  such  classes  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
may  think  fit. 

Seo.  4.  And  be  it  fiaiker  enacted.  That  the  ex- 
ports shall  be  so  stated,  as  to  show  the  exports  to 
each  foreign  country,  and  their  ralaes;  and  that 
the  imports  shall  be  so  stated,  as  to  show  the  im- 
ports from  each  foreign  coon  try,  and  their  values. 

Sec.  5.  Andbeitfitir^ier  enacted,  That  the  exports 
shall  be  so  stated,  as  to  show  separately,  the  exports 
of  articles  of  the  production  or  manofactore  of  the 
United  States,  and  their  values ;  and  the  expurts 
of  articles  of  the  production  or  manufactore  of  for- 
eign countries,  and  their  values. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  navi- 
gation emploved  in  the  foreign  trade  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  stated  in  such  manner,  as  to  show 
the  amount  of  the  tonnaj^  of  all  yessels  departioe 
from  the  United  States  for  foreign  cotmtries ;  ind, 
separately,  the  amount  of  such  tonnage  of  vessels 
or  the  United  States,  and  the  amount  of  sach  ton- 
nage of  foreien  vessels ;  and  al5o  the  foreign  na- 
tions to  which  such  foreign  tonnage  belongs,  vid 
the  amount  of  such  tonnage  belonging  to  eack 
foreign  nation :  and  in  such  manner  as  abo  to  show 
the  amount  of  the  tonnage  of  all  yessds  depaninf 
for  every  particular  foreign  country,  with  wfaid 
the  United  States  ha  ve  any  considerable  commerce; 
and,  separately,  the  amount  of  such  tonnage  of 
vessels  of  the  united  States,  and  the  amount  of 
such  tonnage  of  foreign  vessels  :  and  in  such  man- 
ner as  to  show  the  amount  of  the  tonnage  of  all 
vessels  arriving  in  the  United  States  from  foreign 
countries;  and,  separately,  the  amount  of  such 
tonnage  of  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
amount  of  such  tonnage  of  foreign  vesseb ;  and, 
also,  the  foreign  nations  to  which  such  foreign 
tonnage  belongs,  and  the  amount  of  such  tonnage 
belonging  to  each  foreign  nation:  and,  in  such 
manner,  as  also  to  show  ue  amount  of  the  tonnage 
of  all  vessels  arriving  from  every  particular  f(»- 
eign  country,  with  which  the  UnitcxI  States  have 
any  considerable  commerce ;  and,  separately,  the 
amount  of  such  tonnage  of  vessels  ol  the  United 
States,  and  the  amount  of  such  tonnage  of  ibre^gn 
vessels. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the  kinds 
and  quantities  of  all  imported  articles  free  from  duty 
shall  be  ascertained  by  entry  made  upon  oath  or 
affirmation  by  the  owner,  or  by  the  consi^ee  or 
agent  of  the  importer ;  or  by  actual  examination, 
wnere  the  collector  shall  think  such  examination 
necessary :  and  that  the  values  of  all  such  articles 
shall  be  ascertained  in  the  same  manner,  in  which 
the  values  of  imports  subject  to  duties  ad  vaiorem 
are  ascertained. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  values 
of  all  imported  articles  subject  to  specific  duties 
shall  be  ascertained  in  the  manner  m  which  the 
values  of  imports  subject  to  duties  ad  valorem  are 
ascertained. 

Sbc.  9.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  co^ 
lectors  shall  keep  separate  accounts  of  the  kin^ 
quantities,  and  values  of  such  parts  of  the  im/wrts 
subject  to  duties  ad  valorem,  as  may  be  dxraeted 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
.  Sec.  10.   And  be  it  further  enaeUd^    That  all 
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rported  shall  be  valued  at  their  actual 
lie  ^a.laes  which  they  may  truly  bear,  at 
>f  exportation,  iu  the  ports  of  the  United 
om  -which  they  are  exported :  and  that 
rs  imported  shall  be  valued  at  their  actual 
Llie  values  which  they  may  truly  bear  in 
^n  ports  from  which  they  are  exported  for 
Lon  into  the  United  States,  at  the  time  of 
OTtation. 

1.  A.nd  he  it  fwrthvr  enacted,  That,  before 
ice  shall  be  granted  for  any  vessel  bound 
ign  place,  the  owners,  shippers,  or  con- 
of  the  cargo  on  board  of  such  vessel,  shall 

0  the  collector  manifests  of  the  car^o,  or 
s  thereof,  shipped  by  them  r^ectively, 
i  verify  the  same  by  oath  or  affirmation ; 
h  manifests  shall  specify  the  kinds  and 
E!s  of  the  articles  shipped  by  them  respec- 
nd  the  value  of  the  total  quantity  of  each 
SLTticles ;  and  such  oath  or  affirmation  shall 
\t  such  manifest  contains  a  full,  just,  and 
oiint  of  all  articles  laden  on  board  of  such 
>y  the  owners,  shippers,  or  consignors,  re- 
iyj  and  that  the  values  of  such  articles  are 
a  ted,  acc<Mrdinff  to  their  actual  cost,  or  the 
which  they  truly  bear  at  the  port  and  time 
>r  tat  ion;  and,  before  a  clearance  shall  be 

for  any  such  vessel,  the  master  of  every 
!ssel,  ana  the  owners,  shippers,  and  consign- 
:be  cargo,  shall  state;  upon  oath  or  affirma- 

the  collector,  the  foreign  place  or  country 
:h  such  cargo  is  truly  intenaed  to  be  landed ; 

1  said  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  taken  and 
bed  in  writing. 

12.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  every 
or  shall  keep  an  accurate  account  of  the 
al  characters  and  tonnage  of  all  vessels  which 

from  his  district  for  foreign  countries,  and 

foreign  places  or  countries  for  which  such 
s  depart :  and,  also,  an  accurate  account  of 
lional  characters  and  tonnage  of  all  vessels 
.  enter  his  district  from  foreim  countries,  and 

foreign  places  or  countries  from  which  such 
s  arrive. 

:.  13.  And  he  it  fwrOur  eTUtcted,  That  the  sev- 
oUectors  shall  make  quarter  yearly  returns  to 
egister  of  the  Treasury,  of  all  the  facts  and 
IS  which  they  are  hereby  required  to  ascertain. 
c.  14.  And  be  it  further  enaded,  That  the  Sec- 
f  of  the  Treasury  shall  give  such  directions 
i  collectors,  and  prescribe  such  rules  and  forms 

observed  by  them,  as  nlay  appear  to  him  pro- 
or  attaining  the  objects  of  this  act :  Provided, 
I  such  directions  or  rules  shall  not  be  contrary 
e  provisions  of  any  law  of  the  United  States. 
;c.  15.  And  be  it  Jutiher  enacted.  That  the  forms 
le  annual  statements  hereby  required  shall  be 
rmined  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who 

I  prescribe  such  forms  as  may  be  proper  to 
bit  the  facts  hereby  required  to  be  stated  in  the 
rest  manner,  and  to  show  the  actual  state  of 
imerce  and  navigation  between  the  United 
tes  and  foreign  countries  in  each  year. 

•EC.  16.  And  be  it/itrther  enacted^  That  this  act 

II  be  in  force  from  the  30th  day  of  September 
(.—(Approved,  February  10, 1820.] 


An  Act  for  the  sdmiMion  of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the 

Union. 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, passed  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  June^  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nmeteen, 
entitled  "An  act  relating  to  the  separation  of  the 
District  of  Maine  from  Massachusetts  proper,  and 
forming  the  same  into  a  separate  and  independent 
State,"  the  people  of  that  part  of  Massachusetts 
heretofore  known  as  the  District  of  Maine,  did. 
with  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  the  said 
State  of  Massachusetts,  form  themselves  into  an 
independent  State,  and  did  establish  a  constitution 
for  the  government  of  the  same,  agreeably  to  the 
provisions  of  the  said  act — Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  from  and  aAer  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty,  the  State  of  Maine  is  hereby  declared 
to  be  one  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,  in  all  respects  whatever. 

Approved,  Marcn  3, 1820. 


An  Act  to  remit  the  daties  on  the  stfttae  of  George 

Washington. 

Be  it  enacted^  fc.  That  the  duties  which  have 
accrued,  or  may  accrue,  to  the  United  States,  upon 
the  importation  of  a  statue  of  Qeorge  WashinfftoUi 
by  order  and  for  the  use  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  remitted. 

Approved,  February  24, 1820. 


An  Act  farther  to  extend  the  Charter  of  the  City  of 

Washington. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  act,  entitled  '^An  act 
to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, m  the  District  of  Columbia,"  and  the  act 
supplementary  to  the  same,  passed  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  four,  and  the  act  entitled  "An  act  further  to 
amend  the  charter  of  the  City  of  Washington,^ 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  extended  to  the  third 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-one,  unless  sooner  repealea. 

Approved,  February  28, 1820. 


An  Act  altering  the  piece  of  holding  the  ctreuit  and 
district  court  in  the  district  of  Ohio. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  the  circuit  court  in  and 
for  the  district  of  Ohio  shall,  from  and  after  tk« 
passage  of  this  act,  be  held  at  Columbus,  in  said 
district,  on  the  first  Mondays  of  September  and 
January,  in  each  and  every  vear ;  and  that  aU 
causes,  actions,  suits,  process,  pleadings,  and  other 
proceedings,  or  every  description,  that  are,  or  shall 
be,  existing  or  depending  in  the  said  circuit  court 
shall  be  continued  over  and  returnable  to  the  said 
circuit  court,  to  be  held  at  Columbus  as  aforesaid, 
and  shidl  be  proceeded  with  in  due  form  of  law. 

Sec. 2.  AndbeitJiutJurenaOedL  That  the  district 
court,  in  and  for  the  district  or  Ohio,  shall,  from 
and  after  the  paieage  of  this  act,  be  held  at  Co- 
lumbus, in  said  district,  on  the  second  Mondays  of 
September  and  Januaiy,  each  and  every  year ;  and 
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tliat  «il  CMises,  actions,  soits,  procesB,  pleadings,  and 
other  proceedings  of  every  description,  that  are  or 
ibali  be  existing  or  depending  in  the  said  district 
ooart,  shall  beeoatinoedorerand  returnable  to  the 
said  district  coart,  to  be  holden  at  Columbus  as 
aforCMid,  and  shall  be  proceeded  within  due  form 
of  law. 

Approved,  March  4, 16*^0. 


An  Act  to  con  tin  ne  in  force  for  s  farther  time  the 
act  etititfpJ  ''An  act  for  estsblisbing  tradin^-hooMs 
with  the  Indisti  tribes." 

Be  U  macted,  f  c.,  That  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
foi"  establishing,  trading-houses  with  the  Indian 
tribes,"  passed  on  the  second  day  of  March,  one 
Ihousaod  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  and  which 
was,  b/  subsequent  acts,  continued  in  force  until 
the  first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
AjrCher  continued  in  force  until  the  third  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  himdred  and  twenty- 
one,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  March  4, 1890. 

An  Act  to  aathorisa  the  people  of  MiMOuri  Territory 
lo  form  s  conaikaiion  and  Bute  government,  and 
f^  the  admiiaioA  t*i  mieb  0iate  into  Che  Union  on 
«d  e^nal  lboti»»g  with  the  original  Statee,  and  to 
pr^iMt  slai^ety  in  cHtsin  teriituriea. 

JSe  U  enadedj  ^.,  That  the  inhabitants  of  that 
portion  of  the  Missouri  Territory  included  with- 
in the  boundaries  hereinafter  designated,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  aoihorized  to  form  for  them- 
selves a  constitution  and  State  government,  and 
to  assume  such  name  as  they  shall  deem  proper; 
and  tiie  said  State,  when  formed,  shall  be  admitted 
into  the  Union,  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States,  in  ail  respects  what:$oever. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  Ufdrihet  enacted,  That  the  said 
State  shall  consist  of  all  the  territory  included 
within  the  following  boundaries,  to  wit:  Begin- 
ning in  the  middle  of  the  Mississippi  river,  on  the 
parallel  of  thirty-six  degrees  of  north  latitude ; 
thence,  west,  along  that  parallel  of  latitude  to  the 
St.  Pi-aneois  river)  thenee  up,  and  following  the 
course  ot  that  river,  in  the  middle  of  the  main 
channel  thereof,  to  the  parallel  of  latitude  of  thirty- 
lift  degraea  and  tMrVy  minutee;  tienoe,  west, 
along  the  sicftie,  to  a  point  where  the  said  parallel 
btoieraeoted  by  a  nM*ridian  line  paaaing  tturongh 
llito  imMIb  of  tha  mouih  of  the  Kansas  river, 
Where  the  sanne  tntpttcti  into  the  Mlvoari  river ; 
thenoe,  frooi  the  point  afore;«aul,  north,  along  the 
MMd  meridian  Hne^  to  the  intersection  of  the  par- 
allel cf  latitude  which  passes  through  the  rapids 
ctf  Che  river  D<iS  Moines,  making  the  said  line  to 
correspood  with  thelndiat)  boondary  line;  thence^ 
etet,  tf^m  the  point  of  intersection  kst  aforesaid, 
alo&g  the  aaid  psrafHel  of  Intttnde^  to  the  niddle 
of  tisie  cbaunei  of  the  main  fork  of  the  said  river 
Dev  Moines ;  thence  down,  and  along  the  noddle 
of  the  main  channel  of  the  said  river  Des  Moines, 
to  ihB  rlioiith  of  the  sante,  where  it  empties  into 
the  Mtast^pfK  river  f  thence«  due  east,  to  the  tnid^ 
db  of  iIr  fiuB*  ehtonel  of  Mteinipfi  river; 


thence,  down,  and  following  tiw  coarse  of  tke  lfe> 
sissippi  river,  in  the  midifie  of  the  main  diaaed 
thereof,  to  the  phice  of  begimuBg:  Pro9ieU,  The 
said  State  Bfaali  ratify  the  botmdaries  aforesaid : 
And  prvmded,  aUOj  That  the  said  State  ^11  have 
concurrent  jurisdiction  on  the  river  Missnappi, 
aad  every  other  river  bordering  on  the  said  Suie^ 
90  far  as  the  said  riven  shim  form  a  common 
boundary  to  the* said  State;  and  any  oilier  State 
or  States,  now  or  hereafter  to  be  formed  and 
bovnded  by  the  same,  sneh  rivers  to  be  conrmon 
to  both ;  and  that  the  river  Missiaappi,  and  the 
navigable  rivers  and  waters  lea^ag  into  the  same, 
shall  be  common  highways,  and  farevcr  firee,  as 
well  to  the  in  habitants  of  the  said  State  as  to  other 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  wkhoot  any  tax, 
doty,  impost,  or  toll,  therefor,  imposed  by  the  said 
State. 

S£0.  3.  And  he  U  fiaiker  tnaOb^  That  alJ  Aee 
White  mak  ertizens  of  the  United  Stnes,  who 
shall  have  arrived  at  the  >jSpof  twcaqMme  yean, 
and  have  resided  in  said  Tenritory  thine  lumths 
previoQs  to  the  day  of  eleotion,  mm  afl  other  per- 
sons iiualified  to  vote  for  repraentatives  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  said  Tcnitory,  ahsU  be 
qaaliied  to  be  elected,  and  they  are  here^  qash- 
fied  nnd  authorial  to  vote^  aiid  choose  represeni- 
atives  to  form  a  conventicm,  who  siiall  te  appor- 
tioned amongst  the  several  conntiea,  as  fi^ows : 

From  the  county  of  Howard,  five  repiesaa- 
tives.  From  the  county  of  Cooper,  diite  repre- 
sentatives. From  the  ooniKty  of  Montaonaiay,  two 
representatives.  From  the  county  ^  Pike,  one 
representative.  From  the  cooaty  t^  Liacola,  one 
representative.  From  the  county  of  St  Charles, 
thl^ee  representatives.  From  the  coufity  of  Frank- 
lin, one  representative.  From  the  county  of  Bt 
LfOoU,  eight  representativ^es.  From  the  county  of 
Jeffersoa,  one  representative.  From  the  county 
of  Washington,  three  representatives.  From  the 
county  of  St.  Glenevieve,  foar  represents rir^v. 
From  the  coonty  of  Madison,  one  representstive. 
From  the  county  of  Cape  Gfrardeas,ive  fepre- 
sentati ves.  From  the  county  of  '^^w  iMndj  two 
representatives.  From  the  coanty  oTWcrne,  and 
that  portion  of  the  county  of  Lavreae^  that  falls 
withm  the  boundaries  hema  dcs^^ted,  one  rep- 
resentative. 

Attd-the  electioa  for  the  rtpreseatauvte  afore- 
said shall  be  holden  da  the  irst  Monday,  and  two 
8Qroftdin|r  days  of  May  next,  throu^out  Ihe  seve- 
ral ooantite  aforesaid  ia  the  said  Territorv,  and 
shall  be  in  every  respect  held  and  ocnaduetedw  the 
same  manner,  s^ad  onder  the  same  re^i]taion%  as 
is  pres^cribed  by  the  lat^s  of  the  said  Territsry 
regnlatiag  elections  thearein,  fear  taembets  of  the 
General  Assembly,  except  that  the  r^ans  of  the 
election  in  that  portion  of  Lawrenea  coeaty  in- 
cluded in  the  boundaries  aforesaid,  «indl  he  made 
to  the  edunty  of  Wayne,  as  is  provided  in  other 
eases  under  the  law*  of  said  Territory. 

Sec.  4.  Andbeit/hrAetmyuUd,  That  kernels- 
hers  of  the  convention  thns  duly  elected,  shall  k, 
and  they  are  hereby,  authorised  to  meet  at  the  jnt 
of  government  of  said  Tenritory,  on  the  lecond 
Monday  of  th^iaoffth  of  Jane  neatt;  csd  dietaid 
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sonrentioDj  when  so  assembled,  shall  have  power 
md  authority  to  adjoorn  to  any  other  place  in  the 
>aid  Territory,  which  to  them  shall  seem  best  for 
the  convenient  transaction  of  their  business ;  and 
which  conTention,  when  so  met,  shall  first  deter- 
nine,  by  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  elected, 
•vhether  it  be,  or  be  not,  expedient  at  that  time  to 
brm  a  constitution  and  State  ^orernment  for  the 
)eopIe  within  the  said  Territory,  as  included 
vithin  the  boundaries  above  desi^ated ;  and,  if 
t  be  deemed  expedient,  the  convention  shall  be, 
ind  hereby  is,  authorized  to  form  a  constitution 
ind  State  government;  or,  if  it  be  deemed  more 
xpedient,  the  said  convention  shall  provide  by 
rdinaoce  for  electing  representatives  to  form  a 
oQstitution  or  frame  of  government;  which  said 
epresentatives  shall  be  chosen  in  such  manner, 
nd  Id  such  proportion,  as  they  shall  designate; 
nd  shall  meet  at  such  time  and  place  as  shall  be 
rescribed  by  the  said  ordinance ;  and  shall  then 
}rm  for  the  people  of  said  Territory,  within  the 
oundaries  aforesaid,  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
mment:  Provided^  That  the  same,  whenever 
)rmed,  shall  be  republican,,  and  not  repugnant  to 
le  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and  that 
le  Legislature  of  said  State  sball  never  interfere 
rith  the  primarv  disposal  of  the  soil  by  the  United 
itates,  nor  witn  any  regulations  Congress  maj 
od  necessary  for  securing  the  title  in  such  soil  to 
ie  bona  Jlds  purchasers ;  and  that  no  tax  shall  be 
nposed  on  rands  the  property  of  the  United 
tates;  and  in  no  case  shall  non-resident  proprie- 
^rs  be  taxed  higher  than  residents. 

Sec.  5.  And  U  it  further  enaoUdj  That,  until  the 
ixi  general  census  shall  be  taken,  the  said  State 
lall  be  entitled  to  one  representative  in  the  House 
*  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the  fol- 
wins  propositions  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
fered  to  the  convention  of  the  said  TerritOTy  of 
[issouf  1,  when  formed,  for  their  free  acceptance 

rejection,  which,  if  accepted  by  the  convention, 
all  be  obligatory  upon  the  United  States. 
Fw-st.  That  section  numbered  sixteen  in  everv 
wnship,  and  when  such  section  has  been  sold, 

otherwi&e  disposed  of,  other  lands  equivalent 
ereto,  and  as  contiguous  as  may  be,  shall  be 
anted  to  the  State  for  the  use  ci  tne  inhabitants 

such  township  for  the  use  of  schools. 
Second,  That  all  salt  springs,  not  exceeding 
reive  in  number,  with  six  sections  of  land  ad- 
ining  to  each,  sha)l  be  gmnted  to  the  said  State, 
r  the  use  of  said  State,  the  same  to  be  seleated 

the  Legislature  of  the  said  State,  an  or  before 
e  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
;ht  hundred  and  twenty-five,  and  the  same,  when 

selected,  to  be  used  under  such  terms,  condi- 
»ns,  and  rejg^ulations,  as  the  Legislature  of  said 
ate  shall  direct :  Prondedy  That  no  salt  spring, 
e  right  whereof  now  is,  or  hereafter  shall  b^, 
n firmed  or  adjudged  to  any  individual  or  indi- 
duals,  shall,  by  this  section,  be  granted  to  said 
ate :  And  providedy  cdeo^  That  the  Legislature 
ill  never  sell  or  lease  the  same,  at  any  oat  time, 
a  lon|^er  period  than  tea  years,  without  the 
isent  oi  Congress. 


ThM,  That  five  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  d 
the  sale  of  lands  lymg  within  the  said  Territory, 
or  State,  and  which  shall  be  sold  by  Congress, 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  after 
deducting  all  expenses  incident  to  the  same,  shall 
be  reserved  for  making  public  roads  and  canals,  of 
which  three-fifths  shaU  he  applied  to  those  objects 
within  the  State,  under  the  direction  of  the  Leg^ 
lature  thereof;  and  the  other  two-fifths  in  defray- 
ing, under  the  direction  of  Congress,  the  expenses 
to  he  incurred  in  making  of  a  road  or  roads,  canal 
or  canals,  leading  to  the  said  State. 

fburth.  That  four  entire  sections  of  land  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  granted  to  the  said  State,  for 
the  purpose  of  fixing  tneir  seat  of  government  toere- 
on,  which  said  sections  shall,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Legislature  of  said  State,  be  located,  as 
near  as  may  be,  in  one  body,  at  any  time,  in  such 
towDships  and  ranges  as  the  Legislature  aforesaid 
may  select,  on  any  of  the  public  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States:  Provided^  That  such  locations  shall  be 
made  prior  to  the  public  sale  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  surrounding  such  location. 

Fifth,  That  thirty-six  sections,  or  one  Entire 
township,  which  shul  be  designated  by  tbe  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates,  together  with  the  other 
lands  heretofore  reserved  for  that  purpose,  shall 
be  reserved  for  the  use  of  a  aeminaij  or  learning, 
aifd  vested  ia  the  Legislature  of  said  State,  to  ba 
appropriated  solely  for  the  use  of  saeh  seminary 
by  the  said  Legiriature:  ProfMeA,  That  thefiva 
foreffoing  propositions  herein  offered,  are  on  iha 
condition  that  the  convention  of  the  said  State 
sball  provide,  by  an  ordinance,  irrevocable  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  United  States,  that  every 
and  each  tract  of  land  sold  by  the  United  fiUale^ 
from  and  after  the  first  day  ot  January  next,  shall 
remain  exempt  from  any  tax  laid  by  order  or  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  State,  whether  for  State, 
cocmty,  or  township,  or  any  other  purpose  what' 
ever,  tor  the  term  oi  five  years  from  and  after  the 
day  of  sale :  And  further.  That  the  bounty  lands 
granted,  or  hereafter  to  be  granted,  for  military  ser-* 
vices  durinff  the  late  war,  shall,  while  they  con- 
tinue to  belield  by  the  (Atenteesi,  or  their  he&riy 
remain  exempt  as  aforesaid  from  taxation  for  tha 
term  of  three  years  from  and  after  the  date  of  liia 
patents  respectively. 

Sao.  7.  Ami  be  U  further  eiuuted,  Thatyiaeaaa 
a  constitution  and  State  goverament  shall  be 
formed  for  the  people  of  the  said  Territory  of  Mi»< 
souri,  the  said  convention  or  represantativae^  aa 
sooo  thereafiter  as  may  be,  shall  cause  a  true  and' 
attested  copy  of  socn  constitution,  or  fiaiae  of 
State  f^vemment,  as  nhall  be  formed  or  provided^ 
to  be  transmitted  to  Congress. 

Sio.  8.  And  be  it  Aertherenaeted,  That  in  all 
thai  territory  ceded  by  France  to  tbe  United  States^ 
under  the  name  of  Louisiana,  which  lies  north  of 
thirty-six  decrees  and  thirty  minutes  noMh  latt«« 
tude,  not  inanded  within  the  limits  of  the  Stale 
contemplated  by  this  aet,  slavery  and  involuntary 
aervituoe,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of 
crimes,  whereof  the  parties  shall  have  been  duly 
convieted,  shall  be,  and  is  herdiy,  forever  profai^ 
ited :   PrmfH9d  oiMuyt,  That  any  person  taeapibg 
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into  the  same,  from  whom  labor  or  service  is  law- 
fully claimed,  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the 
United  States,  such  fugitive  may  be  lawfully  re- 
claimed, and  conveyed  to  the  person  claiming  his 
or  her  labor  or  services  as  aforesaid. 
Approved,  March  6,  1820. 


An  A«t  in  addition  to  in  act,  entitled  *'An  act  regu- 
lating the  Post  Office  Establishment.'* 

Be  ii  enacted^  ^c,  That,  during  the  present  and 
every  subsequent  session  of  Congress,  a  A  lettersand 
packets  to  and  from  the  President  of  the  Senate 
pro  tempore,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
reseotatives,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  received 
and  conveyed  by  mail,  free  of  postage,  under  the 
same  restrictions  as  are  provided  by  law  with  re- 
spect to  letters  and  packets  to  and  from  the  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  March  13,  1820. 


Ao  Act  to  provide  for  taking  the  fourth  census  or 
enumeration  of  the  iabftbitants  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  marshals  of  the  several 
districts  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  of  the  Territories  of  Missouri, 
Michigan,  and  Arkansas,  respectively,  shall  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  required,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
according  to  such  instructions  as  he  ^<hall  give,  pur- 
suant to  this  act,  to  cause  the  number  of  the  in- 
habitants within  their  respective  districts  and  ter- 
ritories to  betaken,  omitting,  in  such  enumeration, 
Indians  not  taxed,  and  distinguishing  free  persons, 
including  those  tx)und  to  service  for  a  term  of 
years,  from  all  others ;  distinguishing,  also,  the 
sexes  and  colors  of  free  persons,  and  the  free  males 
under  ten  years  of  age ;  those  of  ten  years  and 
under  sixteen  ;  those  of  sixteen  and  under  twenty- 
six;  those  of  twenty-six  and  under  forty-five; 
and  those  of  forty-tive  and  upwards;  and,  also, 
distinguishing  free  females  under  ten  years  of  age ; 
those  of  ten  and  under  sixteen ;  those  of  sixteen 
and  under  twenty-six ;  those  of  twenty-six  and 
under  forty-five ;  and  those  of  forty-five  and  up- 
wards ;  and  also  distin^ishing  the  number  of 
persons  engaged  in  agriculture,  commerce,  and 
manufactures,  respectively.  For  efiectihg  which 
the  marshals  aforesaid  shall  have  power,  and 
they  are  hereby,  respectively,  authorized  and  re- 
quired, to  appoint  one  or  more  assistants  in  each 
county  and  city,  in  their  respective  districts 
and  territories,  residents  of  the  county  and  city 
for  which  they  shall  be  appointed,  and  snail  assign 
a  certain  division  to  each  of  the  said  assistants, 
which  division  shall  not  consist  of  more  than  one 
county  or  city,  but  may  include  one  or  more  towns, 
townships,  wards,  hundreds,  or  parishes,  plainly 
and  distinctly  bounded  by  water  courses,  moun- 
tains, public  roads,  or  other  monuments.  And  the 
said  enumeration  shall  be  made  by  an  actual  inqui- 
ry at  every  dwelling-house,  or  of.  the  head  of  every 
family,  and  not  otherwise.  The  marshals  and 
their  assistants  shall,  respectively,  take  an  oath  or 
affirmation  before  some  judge  or  justice  of  the 


peace,  resident  within  their  respectire  districts  or 
territories,  before  they  enter  on  the  duties;  required 
by  this  act.  The  oath  or  afl&nnation  of  the  mai- 
snal  shall  be  as  foUoVs :  '^  I,  A  B,  marshal  of  riie 

district  of ,  do  solemnly  swear^  (or  affirm,  J 

that  I  will  well  and  truly  cause  to  be  made  a  just 
and  perfect  enumeration  and  descn'ption  of  all  jn  r- 
sons  resident  within  my  district,  (or  terTitoT}%)  and 
also  an  account  •f  the  manafactores,  except  house- 
hold manufactures,  and  return  the  same  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  agreeablv  to  the  directions  of  an 
act  of  Congress,  entitled  *An  actio  provide  tor 
taking  the  fourth  census  or  enumeration  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,' according  to  the  best  of  my  ability .^^  Ttvc 
oath  or  affirmation  of  an  assistant  shall  be.  -*  I. 
A  B,  do  solemnly  swear,  (or  affirm,)  that  I  w  ii 
make  a  just  and  perfect  enumeration  and  descrip- 
tion of  all  persons  resident  ixriihin  the  dir;.  lao 
assigned  to  me  for  that  purpose,  by  the  mar^hai  oi 

,  and,  also,  an  account  of  the  manufactures^ 

except  household  manufactures,  and  make  due  re- 
turn thereof  to  the  said  marshal,  agreeably  to  \z^ 
directions  of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  ^\n  a<*: 
to  provide  for  taking  the  foiirth  census  or  e!2ua\^.r- 
ation  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States.'  aT^d 
for  other  purposes,'  according  to  the  best  ci  idv 
abilities."  Tne  enumeration  shall  commence  .c 
the  first  Monday  of  August,  in  the  year  one  trii  u- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  and  shaiJ  cU^i; 
within  six  calendar  months  thereafter.  The  >ev- 
eral  assistants  shall,  within  the  said  six  morAh«. 
transmit  to  the  marshals,  by  whom  they  ^u^U  le- 
spectively  be  appointed,  accurate  returns  of  all 
persons,  except  Indians  not  taxed,  within  their  re- 
spective divisions ;  which  returns  shall  be  m^d>? 
in  a  schedule,  distinguishing  in  each  coonty,  cwv. 
town,  township,  ward,  or  parish,  the  sereral  faoi- 
lies,  by  the  names  of  their  master,  mistress,  :>iew- 
ard,  overseer,  or  other  principal  person  thereiD.  in 
the  manner  following :  The  number  of  per^oiu 

within  my  division,  consisting  of ,  appears  in 

a  schedule  hereto  annexed,  subscribed  by  me  this 

da  7  of ,  in  the  year  one  thousand  ei^^hi 

hundred  and  twenty.  A  B,  assistant  to  the  mar- 
shal of . 

Schedule  of  the  whole  number  of  persons  wlVhin 
the  division  allotted  to  A  B : 


Name  of  the  county,  paridli  townihip,  tova,  or 
city,  whert  the  familf  rcttdca. 


I  Naroei  of  hesdg  of  famiiips. 

I  Free  white  malev  under  ten  years. 


I  Free  white  males  of  ten  and  undw  *iiieen. 
I  Free  white  malrs  between  aiKteen  and  etglicea 


Free  white  males  of  sizteen  and  under  twentj-aix, 
including  heads  of  families. 


Free  white  males  of  twenty-six  and  ander  fori;- 
five,  including  heads  of  families. 


Free  white  males  of  forty-five  and  upwards,  iz- 
eluding  heads  of  families. 


I  Free  white  females  urider  ten  years  of  age. 


I  Free  white  females  of  ten  and  under  ^ixt^". 


Free  wbite  temalea  ot  sixteen  and  under  ttrt  i^j- 
six,  including  heads  of  families. 
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Free  white  females  of  twenty-six  and  under  forty- 
five,  incloding  heads  of  families. 

Free  white  females  of  forty-five  and  upwards,  in- 
cluding heads  of  families. 

Foreigners  not  naturalised. 

SLAVES. 

1  Males  under  fourteeB.             • 

Males  of  fourteen  and  under  twenty-six. 

Males  of  twenty-six  and  under  forty-five. 

Males  of  forty -five  and  upwards. 

Females  of  fourteen. 

Females  of  fourteen  and  under  twenty-six. 

Females  of  twenty  .six  and  under  forty-five. 

1  females  of  forty-five  and  upwards. 

FREE  COLORED  PERSONS. 

Males  under  fourteen  years. 

Males  of  fourteen  and  under  twenty-six. 

Males  of  twenty-six  and  under  forty-five. 

Males  of  forty-five  and  upwards. 

Females  under  fourteen  years. 

Females  of  fourteen  and  under  twenty-six. 

Females  of  twenty-six  and  under  forty-five. 

Females  of  forty-five  and  upwards. 

All  other  persons,  except  Indians  not  taxed. 

S£C.  2.  And  he  it  further  enctcted^  That  every  as- 
sistant failing  or  neelecting  to  make  a  proper  re- 
turn, or  making  a  false  return  of  the  enumeration 
to  the  marshal,  within  the  time  limited  by  this  act, 
shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  re- 
coverable in  the  manner  pointed  out  in  the  next 
section  of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  U  further  enacted,  That  the  mar- 
shals shall  file  the  several  returns  aforesaid,  and, 
also,  an  attested  copy  of  the  aggregate  amount 
hereinafter  directed,  to  be  transmitted  by  them, 
respectively,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the 
clerks  of  their  respective  districts,  or  superior 
courts,  (as  the  case  may  be,)  who  are  hereby  di- 
rected to  receive,  and  carefully  to  preserve  the 
same.  And  the  marshals,  respectively,  shall,  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  transmit 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  ag^4f&te  amount  of 
each  description  of  persons  within  Uieir  respective 
districts  or  territories.  And  every  marshal  failing 
to  file  the  returns  of  his  assistants,  or  the  returns 
of  any  of  them,  with  the  clerks  of  the  respective 
courts  as  aforesaid,  or  failing  to  return  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  each  description  of  persons  in  their 
respective  districts  or  territories,  as  required  by  this 
act,  and  as  the  same  shall  appear  from  said  returns, 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  within  the  time  limited 
by  this  act,  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  which  forfeitures 
shall  be  recoverable  in  the  courts  of  the  districts 
or  territories  where  the  said  offences  shall  be  com- 
mitted, or  within  the  circuit  courts  held  within 
the  same,  by  action  of  debt,  information,  or  in- 
dictment ;  the  one-half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the 
United  States  and  the  other  half  to  the  informer ; 
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but  where  the  prosecution  shall  be  first  instituted 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  the  whole  shall 
accrue  to  their  use.    And,  for  tne  more  effectual 
discovery  of  such  offences,  the  judges  of  the  sev- 
eral district  courts,  in  the  several  districts,  and  of 
the  Supreme  Courts  in  the  Territories  of  tne  Uni- 
ted States,  as  aforesaid,  at  their  next  session,  to  be 
held  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  allowed  for 
making  the  returns  of  the  enumeration  hereby 
directed,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  shall  give  this 
act  in  charge  to  the  grand  juries  in  their  respective 
courts,  and  shall  cause  the  returns  of  the  several 
assistants,  and  the  said  attested  copy  of  the  aggre- 
gate amount  to  be  laid  before  them  for  inspection. 
Sec.  4.  And  he  it  furUiet  enacted,  That  every  as- 
sistant shall  receive  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  for 
every  hundred  persons  by  him  returned,  where 
such  persons  reside  in  the  country;  and  where 
such  persons  reside  in  a  city  or  town,  containing 
more  than  three  thousand  persons,  such  assistant 
shall  receive  at  the  rate  or  one  dollar  for  every 
three  hundred  persons ;  but  where,  from  the  dis- 
persed situation  of  the  inhabitants  in  some  divis- 
ions, one  dollar  will  be  insufficient  for  one  hundred 
persons,  the  marshals,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
judges  of  their  respective  districts  or  territories, 
may  make  such  further  allowance  to  the  assistants 
in  such  divisions  as  shall  be  deemed  an  adequate 
compensation :  Provided,  The  same  does  not  ex- 
ceed one  doUar  and  twenty-five  cents  for  every 
fifty  persons  by  them  returned :  Provided,  furthery 
That  before  any  assistant,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  said  compensation,  he  shall  take 
and  subscribe  the  following  oath  or  affirmation, 
before  some  judge  or  justice  of  the  peace  author- 
ized to  administer  the  same,  to  wit :  I,  A  B,  do 
solemnly  swear,  or  affirm,  that  the  number  of  per- 
sons set  forth  in  the  return  made  by  me,  agreeably 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act.  entitled  '^An  act  to 
provide  for  taking  the  fourth  census  or  enumera- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  have  been  ascertained  by  an 
actual  inquiry  at  every  dwelling-house,  or  of  the 
head  of  every  family,  in  exact  conformity  with  the 
provisions  of  said  act ;  and  that  I  have,  in  every 
respect,  fulfilled  the  duties  required  of  me  by  said 
act  to  the  best  oi  my  abilities,  and  that  the  return 
aforesaid  is  correct  and  true,  according  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge  and  belief.    The  several  mar- 
shals shall  receive  as  follows :  The  marshal  of  the 
District  of  Maine,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ; 
the  marshal  of  the  district  of  New  Hampshire,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Massachusetts,  three  hundred  dollars ;  the 
marshal  of  the  district  of  Rhode  Island,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  tne  district 
of  Connecticut,  two  hundred  dollars ;  the  marshal 
of  the  district  of  Vermont,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars;  the  marshal  of  the  southern  district  of 
New  York,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  the 
marshal  of  the  northern  district  of  New  York,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  dis- 
trict of  New  Jersey,  two  hundred  dollars ;  the  mar- 
shal of  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania,  three 
hundred  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  western  dis- 
trict of  Pennsylvania,  two  hundred  dollars;  the 
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marshal  of  the  district  of  Delaware,  one  hundred 
dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Maryland, 
three  hundred  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  eastern 
district  of  Virginia,  three  hundred  dollars;  the 
marshal  of  the  western  district  of  Virginia^  two 
hundred  dollars;  the  marshal  of  the  district  of 
Kentucky,  three  hundred  dollars ;  the  marshal  of 
the  district  of  North  Carolina,  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  South 
Carolina,  three  hundred  dollars ;  the  marshal  of 
the  district  of  Creor^,  three  hundred  dollars ;  the 
marshal  of  the  district  of  East  Tennessee,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  district 
of  West  Tennessee,  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 
the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Ohio,  three  hundred 
dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Indiana,  two 
hundred  dollars;  the  marshal  of  the  district  of 
Illinois,  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  the  mar- 
shal of  the  district  of  Mississiroi,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Louisi- 
ana, one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  the  marshal  of 
the  district  of  Alabama,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars :  the  marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
fifty  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  Missouri  Terri- 
tory, one  hundred  dollars;  the  marshal  of  the 
Micniffan  Territory,  one  hundred  dollars ;  the  mar- 
riial  0?  the  Arkansas  Territory,  one  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  fwrther  enacted.  That  erery 
person  whose  usual  place  of  abode  snail  be  in  any 
mmily,  on  the  said  first  Monday  in  August,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  shall  be  re- 
turned as  of  such  family ;  and  the  name  of  every 
person  who  shall  be  an  inhabitant  of  any  district 
or  territory,  without  a  settled  place  of  residence, 
shall  be  inserted  in  the  column  of  the  schedule 
which  is  allotted  for  the  heads  of  families  in  the 
division  where  he  or  she  shall  be  on  the  said  first 
Monday  in  August;  and  every  person  occasionally 
absent  at  the  time  of  enumeration,  as  belonging  to 
the  place  in  which  he  or  she  usually  resides  in  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  6.  A^td  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each  and 
every  free  person,  more  than  sixteen  years  of  age, 
whether  heads  or  families  or  not,  belonging  to  any 
family  within  any  division,  district,  or  territory, 
made  or  established  within  tne  United  States,  shall 
be,  and  hereby  is^  obliged  to  render  to  the  assistant 
of  the  division,  if  required,  a  true  account,  to  the 
best  of  his  or  her  knowledge,  of  every  person  be- 
longing to  such  family,  respectively,  according  to 
the  several  descriptions  aforesaid,  on  pain  of  for- 
feiting twenty  dollars,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered, 
in  an  action  of  debt,  by  such  assistant ;  the  one 
half  to  his  own  use,  and  the  other  half  to  the  use 
of  the  United  States. 

Beg.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each  and 
every  assistant,  previous  to  making  his  return  to 
the  marshal,  shall  cause  a  correct  cony,  signed  by 
.himself,  of  the  schedule  containing  tne  number  of 
iababitants  within  his  division,  to  be  set  up  at  two 
of  the  most  public  places  within  the  same,  there  to 
remain  for  the  inspection  of  all  concerned.;  for 
each  of  which  copies  the  said  assistant  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  two  dollars:  Ffewd&A^  Proof  of 


the  schedule  having  been  setoscjii 
remalD,  shall  be  trananutted  iamx^, 
the  returti  of  the  number  of  pencil  | 
any  assistant  shall  fail  to  makeac;!  \ 
marshal  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  Jak.r:i| 
sation  allowed  him  by  this  act 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  fMt^  taoMJ: 
retary  of  State  shall  be  and  faereir.::! 
and  required  to  transmit  to  the  r. ' 
several  districts  and  territories,  c;i 
instructions  pursuant  to  thisaa,i!r;J 
same  into  enect,  and  also  thef:!i.:j 
therein,  of  the  schedule  to  berefty:j 
other  forms  as  may  be  Deeessairsr.j 
act  into  execution,  and  proper  is^) 
be  administ^ed  bv  the  eercial  ffss  i 
ployed  in  taking  the  eaomentiofi. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  fMer eaetid':  ] 
States  composing  two  distncls,aiil'*: 
a  county  may  be  in  each  (listnei''r 
shall  be  considered  as  b^iigia^K)^ 
which    the  court-house  of  said  &:£ 
situate. 

Sbc.  10.  And  beHfmihgrmkiA^ 
be  the  duty  of  the  several  manbtea* 
sistanls,  at  the  time  of  taking  tkats 
take,  under  the  directioo  of  lie  Sws"- 
and  according  to  such  instracuiuf  • 
give,  and  such  forms  as  he  siill  jsfw" 
count  of  the  several  manufactoriitf^ 
and  their  manufactures,  within  tw^ 
tricts,  territories,  and  diviaMs:**'^ 
shall  make  return  of  the  sameiofe?; 
their  respective  districts  or  imiwie^^' 
marshals  shall  traosmit  the  sM/ffJ^^ 
stracts  thereof,  to  the  Secrearr^^^^J 
same  time  at  which  they  aie,  \f!^^- 
respectively,  to  make  their  R«»  ^ : 
taryof  Stite;  for  the  V^^^t,, 
tional  service,  they  shall  ^^^^ 
compensation  therefor,  not  es^^jj 

centum  in  addition  to tl^f* f^ 
act,  to  be  apportioned  w  PfJfUiTtf 
rendered,  under  the  directwa  i ^ 
State.  ^(^i 

Sec.  11.  And  he  ^J^^i^K^ 
cases  where  the  superficial*^  g; 2 
or  parish  shall  exceed  iott]^^^,^ 
number  of  inhabitants  Vi^^: 
shall  not  exceed  two  ^^^^c^ 
marshal  or  assistants  ^^^[r^^^j^S 

approbation  of  the  judgf'^^^lZkt?.^* 
or  territories,  such  fu'thcr^P^^ ^ir 
be  deemed  reasonaWe:  'J^^^f' 
not  exceed  three  dollars  for  eTerj"' 

them  returned.  ^li^ 

Sbc.  12.  And  U  it  f^'K^t0^ 
the  aforesaid  enumeration  sw^^:.v 
returned  to  the  officeo/ w^    .^^.r 
by  the  marshals  of  the  S^^^^Lfii::;. 
shall  direct  the  printers ^"^^^^^ 
the  use  of  the  Congress,  m^ 
thereof. 

Approved,  March  1^  ^^' 


2im 


APPWDIX. 


2666 


PvUic  Acts  of  Congress. 


Ad  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navj  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty. 

Be  U  enacted^  ^c,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
.eight  hundred  and  twenty,  the  following  sums  be 
and  the  dame  are  hereby  respectively  appropri- 
ated : 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers,  and  pay 
of  the  seamen,  nine  hundred  and  eighty-nine  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

Por.  provisions,  four  hundred  and  fifteen  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  eiffhty-seyen  dollars. 

For  medicines,  hospitiu  stores,  and  all  expenses 
on  account  of  the  sick,  including  the  marine  corps, 
thirty-six  thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  vessels,  four  kundred  and  eighty- 
four  thousand  dollars. 

For  store  rent,  freight,  transportation,  enlist- 
ment of  seamen,  and  all  other  contingent  ex- 
penses, two  hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  improvement  of  navy  yards,  docks,  and 
wharves,  pay  of  superintendents,  store-keepers, 
clerks,  and  laborers,  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  payment  of  contracts  made  for  shells  and 
shot,  and  for  military  stores,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  pay  and  suteistence  of  the  marine  corps, 
one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight  dollars. 

For  clothing  the  same,  twenty-seven  thousand 
two  hundred  and  five  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  same,  twenty 
thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sev- 
eral appropriations  herein  before  made,  shall  be 
paid  out  ot  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

Approved,  March  17,  1820. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  appoint  a  Receiver  of  the  public  moneys  and 
Register  of  the  land  office  for  the  district  of  Law- 
rence county,  in  the  Arkansas  Territory. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  ap- 
point a  Receiver  of  the  public  moneys  and  Regis- 
ter of  the  land  office,  for  the  district  of  Lawrence 
county,  in  the  Arkansas  Territory. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  fitrtker  enaded,  That  any  per- 
son having  a  claim  to  a  rieht  of  pre-emption 
-vrithin  the  said  district,  shall  make  known  his 
claim  and  location,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  laws  now  in  force,  to  the  Register,  at  least  six 
weeks  before  the  time  to  be  designated  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  for  issuine  patents  to 
the  soldiers  of  the  late  army,  entitled  to  bounty 
land  in  said  district. 

Approved,  March  17,  1820. 


of  this  act,  the  districts  of  Rhode  Island}  Massa- 
chusetts. New  Hampshire,  and  Maine,  shall  con- 
stitute tne  first  circuit ;  and,  in  addition  to  the  cir- 
cuit courts  now  holden  in  said  circuit,  there  shall 
be  holden  annually  two  circuit  courts  within  and 
for  said  District  of  Maine,  by  the  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  residing  in  said  circuit,  and  by  the 
District  Jud^  of  Maine,  at  the  times  and  places 
following,  VIZ :  One  session  of  said  court  shall 
commence  and  be  holden  at  Portland,  in  said  dis- 
trict, on  the  eighth  day  of  May;  and  the  other  at 
Wiscasset,  in  said  district,  on  the  eighth  day  of 
October ;  and  when  either  of  said  days  shall  nap- 
pen  to  be  Sunday,  the  session  shall  commence  on 
the  day  next  following ;  and  when  only  one  of 
the  judffes  hereby  directed  to  hold  the  said  circuit 
courts  snail  be  able  to  attend,  such  circuit  courb 
may  be  Jield  by  the  judge  so  attending.       , 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  fumer  enacted.  That  all  acts, 
and  parts  of  acts,  granting  said  District  Court  oi 
Maine  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  of  a  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States  be  and  the  same  are 
hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  tl^e  Cir- 
cuit Court  by  this  act  established  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Maine,  shall  have  power  to,  and  may, 
at  its  first  session,  take  cognizance  of,  and  proceed 
to  act  upon,  hear,  and  decide,  all  actions,  causes, 
pleas,  processes,  matters,  and  things,  which  have 
originated  in  the  said  District  Court,  and  which 
would  by  law  be  cojgnizable,  and  be  heard  and 
determined  by  the  Circuit  Court  to  be  holden  in 
the  District  of  Massachusetts,  if  this  act  had  never 
been  made  and  passed. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  farther  enacted.  That  those 
causes  which  have  originated  as  aforesaid,  in  said 
District  Court,  and  have  been  entered  at  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  in  the  District  of  Massachusetts,  and 
are  now  pending  therein,  on  error,  appeal,  or  oth- 
erwise, shall  be  transferred  to  the  Circuit  Court  by 
this  act  established,  and  entered  on  the  docket  of 
the  same  at  its  first  session,  in  order  that  the  said 
causes  may  be  heard  and  decided  therein  in 
the  manner  provided  by  the  third  section  of  this 
act. 

Approved,  March  30, 1^0. 


An  Act  establishing  a  Circuit  Court  within  and  for 

the  District  of  Maine. 

Be  U  enacted,  fc,,  That,  from  and  after  the  passing 


An  Act  farther  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  sale 
or  forfeiture  of  lands,  for  foilare  in  completing  the 
payment  thereon. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  operation  of  the  sixth 
condition  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
^'An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  <An  act  pro- 
viding for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of 
Kentucky  river  "  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  sus- 
pended until  the  thirty-first  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  in  favor 
of  the  purchasers  of  public  lands,  at  any  of  the 
land  offices  of  the  United  States:  Provided,  That 
the  benefit  of  this  act  shall  not  be  extended  to  any 
one  purchaser  for  a  greater  quantity  than  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres. 

Approved,  March  30, 1820. 
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An  Act  for  apportioning  the  Representatives  in  the 
Seventeenth  Congress,  to  be  elected  in  the  States 
of  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That,  in  the  election  of  Rep- 
lesentatives  in  the  Seventeenth  Congress,  the  State 
of  Massachusetts  shall  be  entitled  to  choose  thirteen 
Representatives  only;  and  the  State  of  Maine 
shall  be  entitled  to  choose  seven  Representatives, 
according  to  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
nid  State  of  Massachusetts,  for  this  purpose  given, 
by  their  resolve,  passed  on  the  twenty-nfth  day  of 
January  last,  and  prior  to  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Maine  into  the  Union. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U  fwriher  enacted,  That,  if  the 
seat  of  any  of  the  Representatives  in  the  present 
Congress,  who  were  elected  in  and  under  the  au- 
thority 01  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  who  are 
now  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Maine,  shall  be 
▼seated  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  such 
vacancy  shall  be  supplied  by  a  successor,  who 
riiall,  at  the  time  of  his  election,  be  an  inhabitant 
of  the  State  of  Maine. 

Approved,  April  7, 1820. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment, for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  following  sums  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectively  appropriated, 
that  is  to  say : 

For  compensation  granted  bylaw  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
their  officers  and  attendants,  three  nundred  and 
eiehty-four  thousand  and  ten  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  stationery,  fuel,  printing, 
and  all  other  contingent  and  incidental  expenses 
of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  forty-five  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  the  Library  of  Congress, 
including  the  librarian's  allowance,  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  books,  maps,  and  chart<;, 
for  the  Library  of  Congress,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  six 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  per  act  of  20th  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  fifteen  thousand  nine 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said  De- 
partment^ including  the  messenger  to  the  Patent 
Office,  nine  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  and  incidental  expenses  of 
said  Department,  inciudins  expenses  of  printing 
and  distributing  copies  of  the  laws  of  the  first  ses- 
sion of  the  Sixteenth  Congress,  thirty-four  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, six  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 


the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  per  act  of  twentiedk 
April,  one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  eig-hteen, 
ten  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  messengers  in  said  office^ 
seven  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Comptrokler  oC 
the  Treasury,  three  thousand  five  himdred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  o&ce  of 
the  First  Comptroller,  per  act  of  twentieth  April, 
one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  eighteen,  seven- 
teen thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  doUars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  office, 
four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  ComptroUei  of 
the  Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  said  office, 

Eer  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  tboosand  eight 
undred  and  eighteen,  nine  thousand  seven  him- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thoa- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  fifteen  thoosand 
two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Anditoraftbe 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  seventeen  thoa> 
sand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  tnree  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 


For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said  of- 
fice, seven  nundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury^  tnree  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  fi.(teen  thousand 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  office, 
four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fif^h  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  tnree  thousand  doUars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  ten  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  three  clerks  to  complete  the  duties  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  three  thonsaad 
seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  three  thousand  dollars. 
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For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Treasurer,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  fire  thou- 
sand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  two  additional  clerks 
in  the  office  of  the  said  Treasurer,  during  the  pres- 
ent year,  one  thousand  two  hundred  doflars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Greneral  Land  Office,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Commissioner,  per  act  of  twentieth  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty- 
two  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Treas- 
ury, three  tnousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  said  Register,  per  act  of  twentieth  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  ana 
including  two  hundred  dollars  to  correct  an  error 
in  stating  the  total  sum,  for  one  thousand  eiffht 
hundred  and  nineteen,  twenty-two  thousand  five 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  including  the  allowance  for  stamping  ships' 
registers,  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  secretary  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  allowance  to  the  person  employed  in  trans- 
mitting passports  and  sea  letters,  for  expense  of 
translating  foreign  languages  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  stationery,  print- 
ing, fuel,  and  all  other  contingent  and  incidental 
expenses  in  the  Treasury  Department,  and  the 
several  offices  therein,  forty-three  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  a  superintendent,  and  four 
watchmen,  employed  for  the  securityr  of  the  State 
and  Tre&sury  buildings,  and  for  repairs  of  engines, 
hose,  and  fire  buckets,  and  for  the  purchase  of  a 
small  fire  engine,  for  the  State  Department,  two 
thousand  ^Ye  hundred  and  sixty-eignt  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  six 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  War 
Department,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thou- 
sand eifipht  hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty-five 
thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  ezfjense  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses,  in  said  department,  five 
thousand  dofiars. 

For  map,  plans,  books,  and  instruments,  one 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said  de- 
partment, seven  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Paymaster  General, 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  said  Paymaster,  per  act  of  twentieth  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  nine 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 


For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissary  Greneral 
of  Purchases,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  his  compensation  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  no  appropriation  hav- 
ingbeenmade  for  that  year,  three  thousand  dollars* 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Commissary,  two  thousand  eight  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, three  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  nine 
hundred  and  thirty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  per  act  of 
twentieth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighteen,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifVy 
dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  one 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Ordnance  Department,  per  act  of  twentieth 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fiftj  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  sevea 
hundred  and  sixtjr  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  one 
thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerKs  in  the  office  of 
the  Engineer  department,  two  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  maps,  books,  and  stationerf, 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerk  in  the  office  of 
the  Surgeon  Greneral,  one  thousand  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  five  hun- 
dred and  five  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
six  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  per  act  of  twentiedi 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
eiffht  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  an  extra  clerk  in  the  Navy 
Department,  during  part  of  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  nineteen,  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  two 
thousand  five  nundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Navy  Board,  ten  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  secretary  to  said  Com- 
missioners, two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Commissioners,  per  act  of  twentieth  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  tnree 
thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  additional  clerks,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty,  in  said  office,  fooc 
thousand  dollars. 
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For  compensation  to  the  messenger,  ibor  hun- 
dred and  ten  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses,  two  thousand 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  superintendent,  and 
four  watchmen,  employed  for  tne  security  of  the 
Wftr  and  Nary  buildings,  and  for  repairs  of  en- 
dues, hose,  and  fire  buclets ;  and  for  tne  purchase 
of  a  small  fire  engine,  two  rtiousand  two  hundred 
and  sixty-eight  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Postmaster  General, 
four  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  two  Assistant  Postmasters 
General,  five  thousand  dolhirs. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  General 
tost  Office,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty-two  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said 
office,  six  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  four 
tli'ousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  General,  two 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
^id  Surveyor,  two  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  ^rveyor  south  of  Ten- 
nesisee,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  ofiSce  of 
said  surveyor,  one  thotisfhad  seven  hundred  dollars. 

Foi:  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  in  Alinois, 
Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
safcl  surveyor,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  surveyor  in  Alabama, 
two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  Ae  office  of 
^!d  surveyor,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  at  Washington  City,  two  thousand 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and  clerks  of 
th^  Mint,  nine  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  wages  of  persons  employed  in  the  difierent 
dij^eratrons  of  the  Mint,  nine  thousand  and  fifty 
Mlars. 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses,  and 
repairs,  cost  of  machinery,  and  for  allowance  of 
"Wastage  in  the  gold  and  silver  coina^  of  t!he 
Mint,  eight  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Missouri  Territory,  seven  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  thii  contineeiit  expenses  of  said  Territory, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Arkansas  Territory,  including 
arrearages  for  the  ^ear  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  nineteen,  nine  thousand  and  seventy-two 
dollars,  and  twenty-nine  cents. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory, 
diree  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Jud^,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  six  thou- 
sand six  nundred  dollars. 

For  printing  and  distributing  the  laws  of  the 


Michigan    Territory,  tvdine  ira&i!:^] 
dollars. 

For  the  contingent  eipenses  d^'^ 
three  hundred  and  fifty  Mars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Chitf  is»  . 
sociate  Judges^  and  District  JDd^c'%  i 
States,  indadin^  the  Chief  Jostoir:*  < 
Judges  of  the  District  of  Oolmnba*^ 
thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  theAttcii'h' 
the  United  States,  three  tho(R3£^:-w 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  theclertikf* 
said  Attorney  Greneral,  per  act  of  nm: 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  09:: 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  sundnr  Dtstori:' 
and  Marshals,  as  granted  by  inr,iBir.' 
in  the  sereral  Territories,  nine  tbossr 

For  compensation  to  the  Marshil  r  i- 
tern  District  of  Pennsylvaiua,  iorfi'* 
from  the  twentieth  of  April,  ooette' 
hundred  and  eighteen,  to  the  twa&rc  - 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  ad  ^s: 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Th^-  ^ 
the  same  District,  for  the  suoe  iok  t:: 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Repnts  ^i* 
ions  of  the  Supreme  Coort  ^(i^  t'l^J 
one  thousand  dollars,  to  be  p«lB|ieart 
tions  prescribed  in  the  act  to  prkr^ 
of  the  decisions  of  the  SapraK  Ur^ 
March  third,  one  thousand  eight  kaJac* 
enteen.  .  ^ 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pnss^f- 
by  the  late  and  present  GoT<naa«»- 
sand  six  hundred  and  seventy  (w 

For  a  deficifency  in  the  fond  »*!«• 
protection  of  sick  and  disaWed  «a^J 
fished  by  the  act  of  third  May,  fl«*J; 
hundred  and  two,  eighty-one  th^^ 
dred  and  nineteen  dollars,  mW* 

For  completing  the  contndj'^'^ 
the  road   from    Washington,  1*^ 
Wheeling,  made  during  the  f^*^^ 
eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  «■*" 
forty-one  thousand  dollars.     .  .^[uc 

For  surveying  the  public  ■**! j^« 
States,  one  hundred  and  siify^^jj^^^i 

For  additional  compensauontt»  ,^.|^^ 
oflace  of  the  SuperiDtendait  tis^,.^ 
Trade,  per  act  of  twentieth  Ap    .;^, 
eiffht  hundred  and  eighteen,  ft'^'^'^ 
filty  dollars.  .    ^^i 

For  payment  of  balances  dw^  ^^^ 
viduals,  relative  to  prisoners  ^' *r;.^u 
sand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-a?* 
eighty-one  cents.  f.y  m  ^ 

Tor  defrayinar  the  ^J!^fZt^^ 
ration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  U""^ 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  ^-^s 

For  discharging  the  claii^ofwe     -?• 
the  late  province  of  West  M»^3^* 

within  the  States  of  ^^^^d^' 
advances  made  for  the  nse  a»o 
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ted  States,  prior  to  and  since  die  taking  possession 
of  the  said  portion  of  the  said  lafe  province  of 
West  Florida  by  the  United  States,  as  liquidated 
by  the  State  Department,  including  principal  and 
interest,  twenty-four  thousand  two  hundred  and 
diirty-one  dollars  fifty-three  cents. 

For  the  maintenance  and  support  of  lighthouses, 
beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers,  stakeages  of  chan- 
nels, bars,  and  shoals,  including  the  purchase  and 
transportation  of  oil,  keepers'  salaries,  repairs  and 
improrements,  and  contingent  expenses ;  and  in- 
eluding  the  balances  of  former  apipropriations  for 
erecting  Hothouses  at  Cape  Lookout,  Sapelo 
Island,  Cumberland  Idand,  and  on  Tybee,  which 
were  earned  to  the  sun^us  fund,  on  the  thirty-first 
of  December  last,  one  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
sand eiffht  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  outstanding  debentares*,  for 
internal  duties,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  discnaree  of  such  miscellaneous  claims 
against  the  United  States,  not  otherwise  provided 
for,  as  shall  be  admitted  in  due  course  of  settle- 
ment at  the  Treasury,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  third  payment  to  John  Trumbull,  for 
|4intings,  agreeably  to  his  contract  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  made  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution 
of  Congress  of  the  sixth  of  February,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  salaries  to  the  Ministers  to  the  United  States 
at  London,  Paris.  St.  Petersburg,  Rio  Janeiro, 
and  Madrid;  witn  the  salaries  of  their  several 
Secretaries  of  Legation,  and  the  salary  of  a  Chare6 
des  Affaires  at  Stockholm  and  the  Hacnie,  and  tor 
the  salaries  for  the  late  Ministers  at  Madrid  and 
Rio  Janeiro,  during  six  months  of  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  and  for  the 
usual  allowance  of  three  months'  salary  to  those 
Ministers,  payaUe  on  their  return  home,  seventy- 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  outfits  of  a  Minister  to  St.  Petersburg,  nine 
thousand  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  those  missions,  ten 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  inter- 
course, thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Bar- 
bary  Powers,  forty^two  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  during  the  present  year,  for 
carrying  into  e£fect  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventn  ar- 
ticles of  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  with  His 
Britannic  Majesty  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Decem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen, 
including  the  compensation  of  the  commissioners 
and  surveyors,  and  an  agent  appointed  under  the 
fifth  article  of  the  said  treaty,  and  their  contingent 
expenses,  forty-seven  thousand  three  hundred  and 
thirty-three  dollars  and  thirty-two  cents. 

For  the  purpose  of  holdmff  treaties  with  the 
Creek  and  Cherokee  tribes  of  Indians,  for  extin- 
^ishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  all  the  lands  with- 
m  the  State  of  Georgia,  pursuant  to  the  fourth 
condition  of  the  first  article  of  the  Articles  of 
Agreement  and  Cession,  concluded  between  the 
United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  on  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eiffht 
hundred  and  two,  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dol- 


lars. And  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  furdwr 
extinguishment  of  Indian  title  within  the  Terri* 
tory  of  Michigan,  the  swn  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  purpose  of  negotiating  a  treaty  or  tKar 
ties  with  the  Indians  in  the  State  of  Mississipiiiy 
for  the  extinguishment  of  their  title  to  lands  in 
that  State,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  salaries  for  the  agents  for  claims  on  aocomit 
of  spoliations,  and  for  seamen,  at  London  and 
Pa?i8,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  American  sea-- 
men  in  foreign  countries,  eighty  thousand  dollars^ 

For  the  payment  of  a  oalance  due  to  Mr.  Poirey, 
ascertained  and  settled  under  the  law  of  February 
twenty-fourth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
nineteen,  the  sum  of  three  thousand  four  hundred 
and  eighty-six  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  a  balance  dueM.  de  Vieme, 
ascertained  and  settled  under  the  law  of  February 
twenty-fourth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
nineteen,  nine  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars  and 
forty  cents. 

Sgc.  2.  And  he  Ufiirther  enacted,  That  the  seve- 
ral appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shaM  be  paid 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwiae 
appropriated. 

Approved,  April  11, 1820. 

An  Act  making  farther  approprittions  fbt  eontinmng 
the  work  upon  the  centre  buildtng  of  the  Capitol  and 
other  public  baildings. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That^  for  continuing  the  work 
of  the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol,  and  other 
puUic  buildings,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  the 
following  sums  of  money  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  appropriated,  viz : 

For  continuing  the  work  on  the  centre  buildinff 
of  the  Capitol,  one  hundred  and  eleven  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars, 

For  painting  the  inside  of  the  north  and  south 
wings  of  the  Capitol,  and  providing  for  the  expense 
of  making  such  alterations  therem  as  have  been 
directed  during  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
dollars. 

For  ^adoating  the  ground  round  the  Capitol^and 
supplying  the  deficiency  in  former  appropriations 
for  enclosing  and  improving  the  Capitol  Sqoare, 
five  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-one  dollars. 

For  making^  Necessary  repairs  and  alterations  in 
the  President's  House,  one  thousand  one  hundred 
dollars. 

For  making  alterations  and  improvements  in 
the  Senate  Chamber,  for  the  better  accommodation 
of  the  Senate,  two  thousand  four,  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  Aivd  he  U  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
several  sums  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  11, 1820. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  militaiy  aerviee 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  following  sums  b^ 
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For  the  pay  of  the  Armv  of  the  United  States, 
in  addition  to  an  unexpended  balance  of  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  one  million  thirty-six  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars. 

For  subsistence,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  already 
appropriated,  six  hundred  and  two  thousand  and 
fortv-eight  dollars. 

For  TOunties  and  premiums  for  fifteen  hundred 
recruits,  twenty-one  thousand  dollars. 

For  quarters,  fuel,  straw,  and  all  other  expenses 
for  recruits,  until  organized  to  join  regiments  and 
corps,  thirty-four  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  dollars. 

For  clothing,  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  department,  forty- 
two  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars. 

For  the  quartermaster's  department,  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  contingencies  of  the  Army,  forty  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  foraffe  for  ofl&cers,  in  addition  to  an  unex- 
pended balance  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  six 
thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars. 

For  fortifications,  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  for 
fuel,  maps,  plans,  books,  and  apparatus,  and  con- 
tingent expenses,  eighteen  thousand  three  hundred 
and  twenty-two  dofiars ;  for  completing  the  build- 
ing, two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars ;  for  arrear- 
ages, prior  to  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighteen^  twentv-one  thousand  four  hundred 
and  twenty-eif  bt  dollars  and  fifty-seven  cents ;  for 
cannon  and  snot,  to  fulfil  existing  contracts,  and 
for  the  purchase  of  flints,  and  tim^r  for  travelling 
carriages,  fifty-three  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  national  armories,  in  addition  to  the 
sum  of  fifty-six  thousand  dollars,  already  appro- 

firiated,  three  hundred  and  nineteen  thousand  dol- 
ars. 

For  the  current  expenses  of  the  ordnance  depart- 
ment, one  hundred  tnousand  dollars. 

For  the  completion  of  arsenals,  to  wit :  for  com- 
pleting the  arsenal  at  Aufi^sta,  in  Georgia,  twenty- 
seven  thousand  dollars ;  for  completing  the  arsenal 
at  Baton  Rouge,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars ;  and 
at  Watertown,  near  Boston,  eight  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  balance  due  to  certain  States,  in  addition 
to  an  unexpended  balance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  dol- 
lars, three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  arrearages,  in  addition  to  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, already  appropriated,  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  annual  allowance  to  the  invalid  pen- 
sioners of  the  United  States,  in  addition  to  an  un- 
expended balance  of  eighty-four  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars  and  twenty-nine 
cents,  three  hundred  and  forty-one  thousana  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars  and  seventy-one 
cents. 

For  the  annual  allowance  to  the  Revolutionary 
pensioners,  under  the  act  of  the  eighteenth  March, 


--«» 


one  thousand  eight  hundred  u^ 
millions  seven  hundicd  and  tkiir-.i 
four  hundred  and  forty  doUais. 

For  the  half-pay  of  widom  a::  - . 
hundred  thoasand  doUars. 

For  the  current  expenses  of  titc  L 
ment,  during  the  present  year,  tv)  L 
sand  dollars. 

For  surveying  and  marking  bocr. 
Indian  cessions,  fifteen  thoosud  tz 

For  making  a  survey  of  the  t&  : 
utary  to  and  west  of  the  Miss^^: 
tributary  to  the  same  river  and  ir.* 
OhiOy  four  thousand  fivehondreii^ 

For  making  a  survey,  maps,  a&i - 
Ohio  and  Mississippi,  from  the  nf^  . 
at  Louisville,  to  tne  Balize,  for  ;> : 
facilitating  and  ascertaining  the  d£  - 
mode  of  improving  the  narigatiocc:'.  - 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  the  public  roi^  ~ 
Creek  nation,  between  the  States  q{'<^ 
Alabama,  three  thousand  three  h(n^.. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U  furtker  aacnih 
eral  appropriations  herein  h^  sk . 
paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Trar 
erwise  appropriated^ — [ApproTed,^:'. 


An  Act  to  continne  in  (bits  the  «t  p  - 
twentieth  day  of  April,  ooe  thoMn/rr.' 
end  eighteen,  entttJed  "An  ttxufjfae' 
act,  entiUed  <An  act  to  nga\tU^^' 
datiea  on  imports  and  toamge,'  jum'^^ 
day  of  March,  one  tboonad  mm  kP- 
ninety-nine,"  and  for  other  porpaa 
Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  act  jW" 
twentieth  day  of  April,  intheyare^ 
eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  eaMW'^^'' 
plementary  to  an  act  entitled  *Ab  u^t^ 
the  collection  of  duties  on  mjifi^^ 
passed  the  second  day  of  f^.f^^ 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine."*-'^^ 
force  for  two  years  from  the  t«*^^." 
April,  one  thousand  eijerht  ^.'^.'^ 
and  from  that  time  untu  the  ai*^ 
sion  of  Congress,  and  no  longer.        • 
Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Mtertaf^ 


or  vessel  in  which  the  same  •*  ^^• 

completing  the  entry,  and  w 
nmrli  kJTo«  .  P«i«4ri«i  That tk* Sp^ 


quired  bylaw:  Prcyoided,  Tbattfcej;^ 
in  every  other  particular,  comW'^^r ' 
tions  and  formalities  hereum^^ 
entries  of  exportation  for  the  beno' 
Approved,  April  18, 1820. 

An  Act  to  establish  a  District  Court »" 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  aU  ^be  »*j^^ 
ted  States,  which  are  not  J<^/W 
shall  be  extended  to  the  SUieot^,a. 
shall  have  the  same  ^^^'^fj^tcdSo'f' 
same,  as  elsewhere  within  the  t^*" 
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Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacUd^  That  the  said 
State  shall  be  one  district,  and  be  called  the  Ala- 
bama district;  and  a  district  court  shall  be  held 
;herein,  to  consist  of  one  Judge,  who  shall  reside 
n  the  said  district,  and  be  called  the  district  jud^. 
Se  shall  hold,  alternately,  at  the  towns  of  Mobile 
md  Cahaba,  beginning  at  the  first,  four  stated 
sessions  annually;  the  first  to  commence  on  the 
irst  Monday  in  April  next,  and  the  three  other 
sessions,  progressively,  on  the  first  Monday  of 
3 very  third  calendar  month  thereafter.  He  shall, 
n  all  things,  have  and  exercise  the  same  juris- 
liction  and  powers  which  were  by  law  given  to 
;he  judge  of  the  Kentucky  district,  under  an  act. 
mtitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  judicial  courts  oi 
he  United  States,'^  and  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
n  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  establish 
:he  judicial  courts  of  the  United  States,"  approved 
second  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
linety-three.  He  shall  appoint  clerks  for  the  said 
iistrict,  who  shall  reside,  and  keep  the  records  of 
:he  court,  at  the  places  of  holding  the  same ;  and 
shall  receive,  for  the  services  performed  by  them, 
:he  same  fees  to  which  the  clerk  of  the  Kentucky 
iistrict  is  entitled  for  similar  services. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  causes, 
ictions,  indictments,  libels,  pleas,  processes,  and 
proceedings  whatsoever,  returnable,  commenced, 
iepending,  or  in  any  manner  existing,  in  the  gen- 
eral court,  established  by  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
:o  establish  a  separate  territorial  government  for 
:he  eastern  part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  by 
rirtue  of  the  federal  jurisdiction  by  that  act 
granted,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  transferred 
:o  the  said  district  court,  and  may  be  proceeded  in, 
shall  exist,  and  have  like  incidents  and  effects,  as 
f  they  had  been  originated,  and  been  proceeded  in, 
n  the  said  district  court. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it^rther  enacted.  That  the  dock- 
ets, books,  records,  and  papers,  belonging  to  the 
said  general  court,  arising  out  oi,  and  appertaining 
;o,  its  federal  jurisdiction,  shall  be  transferred  to, 
ind  become  the  dockets,  books,  records,  and  papers, 
3f  the  said  district  court. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall 
be  allowed  to  the  jud^e  of  the  said  district  court 
^he  annual  compensation  of  fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars, to  commence  from  the  date  of  his  appointment, 
to  be  paid  quarter  yearly,  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
LFnited  States. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  eiuxded.  That  there  shall 
be  appointed,  in  the  said  district,  a  person  learned 
in  the  law,  to  act  as  Attorney  for  the  United 
States ;  who  shall,  in  addition  to  his  stated  fees, 
be  paid  by  the  United  States  two  hundred  dollars 
innualiy,  as  a  full  compensation  for  all  extra 
services. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  marshal 
shall  be  appointed  for  the  said  district,  who  shall 
perform  the  same  duties,  be  subject  to  the  same  reg- 
ulations and  penalties,  and  be  entitled  to  the  same 
fees,  as  are  prescribed  to  marshals  in  other  districts ; 
ind  shall,  moreover,  be  entitled  to  the  sum  of  two 
lundred  and  fifty  dollars  annually,  as  a  compensa- 
ion  for  all  extra  services. 

Approved,  April  21, 1820. 


An  Act  relative  tu  the  Arkansas  Territory. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  act  of  Congress, 
passed  on  the  fourtn  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve,  providing  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Territory  ot  Missouri,  as  modified 
by  the  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the  twenty-ninth 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six- 
teen, entitled  An  act  to  alter  certain  parts  of  the  act 
aforesaid,  shall  be  considered  as  applicable  to  the 
government  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and 
shall  have  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the  said 
Territory,  in  organization  of  the  second  grade  of 
the  territorial  government  assumed  by  said  Terri- 
tory, under  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  second  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  estab- 
lishing the  Territory  of  Arkansas;  and  all  and 
everv  step,  taken  under  the  last  mentioned  act, 
shall  be  considered  valid,  if  not  inconsistent  with 
the  three  before  recited  acts  taken  together. 

Approved,  April  21,  1820. 

An  Act  to  anthorize  the  Secretary  of  State  to  caase  the 
laws  of  the  Michigan  Territory  to  be  printed  and 
diitribnted,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  laws  of  the  Michi- 
gan Territory  in  force,  shall  be  printed,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State ;  and  that  a 
competent  number  of  copies  thereof  shall  be  dis- 
tributed among  the  people  of  said  Territory,  as  the 
Grovemor  and  Judges  thereof  shall  direct :  Provi- 
ded, That  the  expense  of  such  printing  shall  not 
exceed  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  fifteen  s«t8 
of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States,  which  were 
compiled  by  order  of  Congress,  and  published  by 
Bioren  and  Duane,  in  one  thousfind  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen,  shall  be  transmitted  by  the  Secretary 
of  State)  to  said  Territory,  to  be  distributed  therein, 
as  the  local  government  thereof  may  direct. 

Approved,  April  24, 1820. 


An  Act  making  further  provision  for  the  sale  of  the 

Public  Lands. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  July  next,  all  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  the  sale  of  which  is,  or  may  be,  authorized 
by  law,  shall,  when  offered  at  public  sale,  to  the 
highest  bidder,  be  offered  in  half  quarter  sections ; 
and«  when  offered  at  private  sale,  may  be  purchased, 
at  tne  option  of  the  purchaser,  either  in  entire  sec- 
tions, hiuf  sections,  quarter  sections,  or  half  quarter 
sections ;  and  in  every  case  of  the  division  of  a 
quarter  section,  the  line  for  the  division  thereof 
snail  run  north  and  south,  and  the  corners  and 
contents  of  half-quarter  sections,  which  may  there- 
after be  sold,  shall  be  ascertained  in  the  manner, 
and  on  the  principles,  directed  and  prescribed  by 
the  second  section  of  an  act^  entitled  "An  act 
concerning  the  mode  of  surveying  the  public  lands 
of  the  United  States,"  passed  on  the  eleventh  day 
of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  five ;  and  frac- 
tional sections,  containin^^  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  or  upwar&s,  shall,  m  like  manner,  as  nearly 
as  practicable,  be  subdivided  into  half  quarter 
sections,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may 
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be  preicribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ; 
but  frtetional  sections,  coatainiDg  less  than  one 
handred  and  sixty  acres,  shall  not  be  divided,  bat 
shall  be  sold  entire :  Provided,  That  this  section 
shall  not  be  construed  to  alter  any  special  provision 
made  by  law  for  the  sale  of  land  in  town  lots. 

8bc.  2.  Afid  bt  U  further  enacted,  That  credit 
shall  not  be  allowed  for  the  purchase  money  on 
fbe  sale  of  any  of  the  public  lands  which  shau  be 
A>ld  after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  but  every  pur- 
chaser oi  land  sold  at  public  sale  tnereafter,  shall, 
on  the  day  of  purchase,  make  complete  payment 
thcuefor ;  and  the  purchaser  at  private  sale  siudl 

Sodoce  to  the  register  of  the  land  office,  a  receipt 
>m  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  or  from 
the  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  district,  for 
the  amount  of  the  purchase  money  on  any  tract, 
before  he  shall  enter  the  same  at  the  land  office; 
and  if  any  person,  being  the  highest  bidder,  at  pub- 
lic sale,  for  a  tract  of  land,  shall  fail  to  make  pay- 
ment therefor,  on  the  dav  on  which  the  same  was 
purchased,  the  tract  shall  be  again  offered  at  public 
sale,  on  the  next  day  of  sale,  and  such  person  shall 
not  be  capable  of  becoming  the  purchaser  of  that 
or  any  other  tract  offered  at  such  public  sales. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  Ufartker  enacted,  That,  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  the  price  at  which 
the  public  lands  shall  be  offered  ibr  sale,  shall  be 
one  dollar  and  tweniy-five  cents  an  acre :  and  at 
every  public  t^ale,  the  highest  bidder,  who  shall 
make  payment  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  the  pirchaser ; 
but  no  lands  shall  be  sold,  either  at  public  or  pri- 
vate sale,  for  a  less  price  than  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  an  acre ;  and  all  the  public  lands 
which  shall  have  been  offered  at  public  sale  before 
the  first  day  of  July  next,  and  which  shall  then 
remain  unsold,  as  well  as  the  lands  that  shall  tbere- 
aAer  be  offered  at  public  sale,  according  to  law, 
and  remain  unsold  at  the  close  of  such  public  sale, 
shall  be  subject  to  be  sold  at  private  sale,  by  entry 
at  the  land  office,  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  an  acre,  to  be  paid  at  the  time  of  making 
^uch  entry  as  aforesaid,  with  the  exception,  how- 
ever, of  the  lands  wbicn  may  have  reverted  to  the 
United  States,  for  failure  in  payment,  and  oif  the 
heretofore  reserved  sections  for  tne  future  disposal 
of  Congress,  in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana, 
which  snail  be  offered  at  public  sale,  as  hereinafter 
directed. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  finiher  enacted,  That  no  lands 
which  have  reverted,  or  which  shall  hereafter 
revert  and  become  forfeited  to  the  United  States, 
for  failure  in  any  manner  to  make  payment,  shall, 
after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  be  sumect  to  entry 
at  private  sale,  nor  until  the  same  shall  have  been 
first  offered  to  the  highest  bidder  at  public  sale ; 
and  all  such  lands,  which  shall  have  reverted  be- 
fore the  said  first  day  of  July  next,  and  which 
shall  then  belong  to  the  United  States,  together 
with  the  sections,  and  parts  of  sections,  heretofore 
reserved  for  the  future  disposal  of  Congress,  which 
shall,  at  the  time  aforesaid,  remain  unsold,  shall 
be  offered  at  public  sale  to  tne  hiff|iest  bidder,  who 
shall  make  payment  therefor,  in  naif  quarter  sec- 
tions, at  the  land  office  for  the  respective  districts, 
on  such  day  or  days  as  shall,  by  proclamation  of 


the  President  of  the  United  Sta&t^ 
for  dial  purpose ;  and  ill  laads  vi::^ 
and  become  forfeited  for  biloreof  nw 
the  said  first  day  of  Jdy  next,  s^>  j 
like  manner,  at  public  siie^ai  ac:^! 
President  shall,  by  hisproclaoatah:' 
the  purpose:  Pnvided,  TliatBoetr 
be  sold  at  any  public  sales  he^  tz. 
a  less  price  than  one  doibr  ari  if? 
an  acre,  nor  on  any  other  tarns  ae: 
payment ;  and  all  the  lands  ofesdr  • 
sales,  and  which  shall  remiinoBs:J.. 
thereof,  shall  be  subject  toentiya:? 
the  same  manner,  and  at  the  saat  r  - 
other  lands  sold  at  prirate  salei!::^ 
land  offices. 

Sfic.  5.  jfnd  he  UfirAer  eaaeld '. 
ral  jniblic  sales  authorized  by  tL  . 
spectively,  be  kept  open  for  rir  '- 
longer;  and  the  registers  of  the  i^ 
the  receivers  of  public  moneT,sti:>' 
tively,  be  entided  to  five  dollar!  f:r£. 
tendance  thereon. 

Sec.  6.  AndheUfttrihernadeLlz.' 

case  hereafter,  where  two  atmr 
apply  for  the  purchase,  at  prirate  a/. .' 
tract,  at  the  same  time,  theregistffiu. ' 
the  preference,  by  fortkwith  ofoit- 
the  highest  bidder. 
Approved,  April  34, 1820. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  mifmi%^^^«^ 
and  regulatiOB  of  the  TntfCT.**'' 
Departments.  | 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,,  Tbatitskallfc'; 
the  Secretary  of  the  Tre««7j»*' 
riedto  the  account  of  the sorphsw" 
appropriated  for  the  DepaftnatK" ; 
Navy,  which   may  remain  «?«^ 
Treasury,  or  in  the  hands  rf w-^ 
agent  for  those  Departments,"^'^ 
be  informed,  by  the  SecretinB«<' 
ments,  that  the  object  for  wW*f  ^^ 
was  made  has  been  effect^.  '^^:^/ 
duty  of  the  Secretaries  of  ^J^jio^ 
ments,  to  cause  any  b«^^,^wj38r 
of  the  Treasury,  which  ^^Z^r. 
after  the  object  for  which  ^jl]n: 
made  shall  be  effected,  to ^^\it 
of  the  United  States;  wid  a**^^ 
repaid,  shall  be  carried  to  ^^^-j 
Sbc.  2.  And  be  U  fifrOmr  ^m  ' 


I>eparunents,  respectively,  f^^'i 
appropriated  under  each,  '^^^^L^y 
ing  unexpended,  either  in  "^ ririr'' 
Treasurer's  hands,  as  agent  ^r^^t 

Departments,  on  the  ^^^'^!^i' 
ing :  And  it  shall  be  fmthff  ^r^pt 
retaries  aforesaid,  to  «^^^i«r^ 
mands  which  may  i«maiB  on"?^ : 
and  the  balance  shall  be  *«»•" 
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'  their  Departments,  respectively,  for  the 
)f  the  carrent  year;  and  accoants  shall 
annually  rendered,  in  manner  and  form  as 
I,  exhibiting  the  sums  expended  out  of  the 
s  aforesaid,  and  the  balance,  if  any,  which 
lain  on  hand,  together  with  such  mforma- 
ineeted  with  the  same,  as  shall  be  deemed 

And  whenever  any  moneys,  appropriated 
epartment  of  War,  or  of  the  Navy,  shall 
nexpended,  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer, 

of  either  of  those  Departments,  for  more 
3  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  calendar 
nrhich  the  act  of  appropriation  shall  have 
ised,  or  to  which  it  refers,  it  shall  be  tbe 
the  Secretary  of  such  Department  to  in- 
;  Secretarv  or  the  Treasury  of  the  fact,  and 
-etary  shall  thereupon  cause  such  moneys 
rried  to  the  account  of  the  surplus  fund : 
',  That,  when  an  act  making  an  appropri- 
all  assign  a  longer  duration  for  tne  com- 
>f  its  object,  no  transfer  of  any  unexpend- 
ice,  to  the  account  of  the  surplus  fund, 
!  made,  until  the  expiration  or  the  time 
such  act. 

3.  And  he  U  fiirtk^  enacUd^  That,  in  the 
•nt  of  the  accounts  of  the  War  Depart- 
ir  services  or  supplies  accruing  prior  to  the 

Jnly,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
the  expenditures  shall  be  charged  to  ar- 
(,  and  the  balances  of  public  money  here- 
covered  out  of  advances  made  in  the  War 
aentj  for  service  or  supplies,  prior  to  the 
resaid,  shall  be  returned  to  the  Treasury, 
the  Secretary  of  die  Treasury,  be  carried 
urplus  fund. 

4.  And  be  4t  further  enacted^  That  nothing 
ed  in  the  act  of  March  third,  one  thousand 
mdred  and  nine,  entitled  "An  act  further 
id  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment 
ulation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy 
nents,"  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  allow 
>ropriation  whatever  for  the  service  of  one 
be  transferred  to  another  branch  of  expend!- 
I  different  year,  nor  shall  any  appropria- 

deemed  subject  to  be  transferred  under 
visions  of  the  abovementioned  act,  after 
ill  have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
rer,  as  agent  of  the  War  or  Navy  Depart- 

5.  And  he  it  Jurther  Enacted,  That  the  ahove- 
3ed  act,  of  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand 
undred  and  nine,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is 

so  amended,  that  the  President  shall  be  au- 
i  to  direct  a  portion  of  the  moneys  appro- 
for  any  one  of  the  following  branches  of 
itures  in  the  Military  department,  viz :  For 
)sistence  of  the  Army,  for  forage,  for  the 
I  and  hospital  departments,  for  the  quarter- 
s  department,  to  be  applied  to  any  of  the 
nentioned  branches  of  expenditure  in  the 
epartment ;  and  that  the  President  shall  be 
rther  authorized,  to  direct  a  portion  of  the 
s  appropriated  for  any  of  the  following 
es  of^  the  Naval  department,  viz:  For  pro- 
^  for  medicine  and  hospital  stores,  for  repairs 
els,  for  clothing,  to  be  applied  to  any  other 


of  the  above  mentioned  branches  of  expenditure  in 
the  same  department ;  and  that  no  transfers  of  ap- 
propriation, from  or  to  other  branches  of  expendi- 
ture, shall  be  hereafter  made. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  no  con- 
'tract  shall  hereafter  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  or  of  the  Treasury,  or  of  the  Department  of 
War,  or  of  the  Navy,  except  under  a  law  author- 
izing the  same,  or  unaer  an  appropriation  adequate 
to  its  fulfilment ;  and  excepting,  also,  contracts  for 
the  subsistence  and  clothing  ofuie  Army  or  Navy, 
and  contracts  by  the  quartermaster  department, 
which  may  be  made  by  the  Secretaries  of  those 
departments. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  no  land 
shall  be  purchased  on  account  of  the  United  States, 
except  under  a  law  authorizing  such  purchase. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  U  further  enaded,  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  an- 
nex to  the  annual  estimates  of  the  appropriations 
required  for  the  public  service,  a  statement  of  the 
appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  year  which 
may  have  been  made  by  former  acts ;  and  alsd  a 
statement  of  the  sums  remaining  in  the  Treasury, 
or  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  as  agent  of  die 
War  and  Navy  Departments,  from  die  appropria- 
tions of  former  years,  estimating  the  amount  of 
those  sums  which  will  not  be  required  to  defVay 
expenses  incurred  in  a  previous  year^  and  showing 
the  whole  amount  which  will  be  sahject  to  the  dis- 
position of  the  Executive  Government  in  the  year 
to  which  the  estimates  apply. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  second 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  making  apprO' 

griation  for  the  payment  of  the  arrearages  which 
ave  been  incurred  for  the  support  of  the  Military 
Establishment  previous  to  the  nrst  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eisht  hundred  and  seventeen,"  passed 
on  the  sixteenth  day  of  February,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  be,  and  is  hereby,  re- 
p^ed. — [Approved,  May  1, 1820.] 


An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entided  ^An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  certain  permns  engaged  in  the  land  ind 
na^l  serf  ice  of  the  United  ^ates  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war/'  passed  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  Maroh, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  <f  c.  That  no  person  who  now  is, 
or  hereafter  may  be,  placed  on  the  pension  list  of 
the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the  act,  entided 
"An  act  to  provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in 
the  land  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,"  passed  on  the  eighteenth 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighteen,  shall,  after  the  payment  of  that  part  of 
the  pension  wnich  became  due  on  the  fourth  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twen- 
ty^  continue  to  receive  the  pension  ^ranted  by  the 
said  act,  until  he  shall  have  exhibited  to  some  court 
of  record  in  the  county,  city,  or  borough,  in  which 
he  resides,  a  schedule,  subscribed  by  him,  contain- 
ing his  whole  estate  and  income,  (his  necessary 
clothing  and  bedding  excepted.)  and  shall  have 
(before  the  said  court,  or  one  of  tne  judges  thereof) 
taken  and  subscribed,  and  produced  to  the  said 
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court,  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit : 
"  I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  swear  or  affirm,  (as  the  case 
may  be,)  that  I  was  a  resident  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  on  the  eighteenth  dav  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  and  that  I 
have  not,  since  that  time,  by  gift,  sale,  or  in  any 
manner  whatever,  disposed  of  my  property,  or  any 
part  thereof,  with  intent  thereby  so  to  diminish  it 
as  to  bring  myself  within  the  provisions  of  an  act 
of  Congress,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  cer- 
tain persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,'  passed  on  the  eighteenth  dav  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eignteen,  and  that  I 
have  not,  nor  has  any  person  in  trust  for  me,  any 
property  or  securities,  contracts  or  debts,  due  to 
me;  nor  have  I  any  income,  other  than  what  is 
contained  in  the  schedule  hereto  annexed,  and  by 
me  subscribed:"  nor  until  such  person  shall  have 
delivered,  or  caused  to  be  delivered,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  a  copy  of  the  aforesaid  schedule  and 
oath  or  affirmation,  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the 
court  to  which  the  said  schedule  was  delivered, 
together  with  the  opinion  of  the  said  court,  also 
certified  hy  their  clerk,  of  the  value  of  the  mroperty 
contained  in  the  said  schedule:  Provided.  That,  in 
^very  case  in  which  the  pensioner  may  be  insane, 
or  incapable  of  takinff  an  oath,  the  court  may  re- 
ceive the  said  schedule  without  the  aforesaid  oath 
or  affirmation,  from  the  committee,  or  other  per- 
son authorized  to  take  care  of  such^rson. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enaOedy  That  the  origi- 
nal schedule,  or  oath  or  affirmation,  shall  be  filed 
in  the  clerk's  office  of  the  court  to  which  the  sche- 
dule, and  oath  or  affirmation  aforesaid  shall  be 
exhibited;  and  any  person  who  shall  swear  or 
affirm  falsely  in  the  premises,  and  be  thereof  con- 
victed, shall  suffer  as  for  wilful  and  corrupt  per- 
jury. 

Sec  3.  And  be  U  fwrther  enacted,  That,  on  the 
receipt  of  the  cop]^  of  the  schedule  and  oath,  or 
affirmation  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  War  Department  to  cause  to  be 
struck,  from  the  list  of  pensioners  under  the  said 
act,  the  name  of  such  person,  in  case  the  said  per- 
son shall  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  in  such  indigent 
circumstances  as  to  be  unable  to  support  himself 
without  the  assistance  of  his  country:  Provided, 
That  every  person  who  shall  have  been  placed  on 
the  pension  list  in  consequence  of  disability,  from 
known  wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  who  shall  have  relinquished  such  pension  in 
order  to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefit  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  to  which  this  is  an  amendment, 
who,  by  virtue  of  this  section,  may  be  stricken 
from  the  pension  list,  shall  be  forthwith  restored 
to  the  pension  so  relinqubhed. 

Approved,  May  1,  1820. 

An  Act  to  increase  the  allowance  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Orphans'  Court  in  the  counties  of  Washington  and 
.    Alexandria. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act,  the  judge  ot  the  orphans'  court  for  the 
county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  the  judge  of  the  orphans'  court  for  the 


county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  suttD<i 
each,  be  entitled  to  leceive,  in  In  d  l 
conopensation,  the  siimofsixdflilini' 
he  shall  attend  in  the  executioa  c:  i. 
be  paid  in  the  same  manner  as  iss^iT- 
rected. 
Approved,  May  1, 1S20. 

An  Act  confirming  the  proctediiigia>:k: 
of  the  village  of  Cahokii,  ia  the  Sti  '^ 
laying  out  a  town  on  theoooDoefii^ 

Beit  enacted,  fc^  That  the nFoeee  j 
habitants  of  the  village  of  Caboh.  ^ 
of  Illinois,  by  their  affects  Jesse  £L  i 
Hay,  John  Hays,  Nicholas  Jancv  i  i 
Turcotte,   in  laying  out  a  tovii  lu 
city,  on  one  of  the  tracts  of  had  -z 
them  as  a  common,  bv  an  act  of  Cr .' 
on  the  twentieth  Fefaraaiy,  ose  i . 
hundred  and  twdre,  and  thedistrk . 
the  said  agents,  of  the  lots,  amoos^ti^- 
of  the  said  yUlageof  Cahoid2,iK,i:. 
are  hereby,  confirmed. 

Sec.  2.    And  be U  fltrikeraaddh 
Jesse  B.  Thomas,  John  Hay,  Job  Bk 
Jarrot,   and   Francis  Turcotte.  or  u:: 
them,  be.  and  they  are  herebf,ifii»i 
vey,  by  deed,  in  fee  simple,  ifaelofcta- 
toiore  been  distributed  as  afoiesai^^ 
sons,  or  their  legal  represcntafiV&Br 
bution  as  aforesaid  was  made. 

Approved,  May  1, 1820. 

An  Act  concerning  theBinbrf4«ftf 

lombiS' 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That theckrP:^^ 
ral  incorporated  banks  in  the  Diswjt^- 
now  paying  specie,  and  dnm^^;^ 
such  banks  respectively  s^"^^",' 
cie,  be,  and  the  same  are  hofj^^ 
first  day  of  June,  one  thousju«l^^:, 
twenty-two,  any  thine  in  the  fl»3^  ^ 
contrary  notwithstanding,;  ^^-^^^ 
Bank  of  Columbia  be,  f^^^^'"^^, 
clared  to  be,  limited  in  m  J^\^^ 
first  day  of  June,  one  thott*tff^«6 


twenty-two :  Prmded,  That^^T^ 
force  or  effect  to  extend  an jrt»B. 
a  majority  in  interest  of  ^'^^^: 
several  banks,  whose  c***^®]*,.!?- 
tended,  shall  file  their  dec]an^t,r- 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  ^j'^^. 
ing  to,  and  accepting  the  benefit  o^ 
Approved,  May  4, 1820. 

An  Act  fiirther  to  regulate  th«Mrfi«l 

ibe  Araf'         -y 

Be  it  enacted,  ic,  That  t^^tS^ 
and  the  Assistant  Apothecanffi^ttif: 
rallv  give  bonds  to  the  ^jfi;0iy 
and  sufficient  security,  ^^r;„^^^^ 
ance  of  their  duties,  "^J^'^JJ^i^-- 
quired  by  the  Surgeon  ^^^^^^ 
der  the  direction  oi  the  war  v  r 

Approved,  May  8,  IwU. 
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for  the  benefit  of  the  ColDmbian  Inftitate,  ee- 
led  for  the  promotion  of  Arte  and  Setences,  in 
ty  of  Washington. 

en€u;ted.  fc,  That  there  be  granted,  daring 
sure  or  Congress,  to  the  Columbian  Insti- 
the  promotion  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  the 
improvement  of  a  tract  of  public  land  in 
r  or  Washington,  not  exceedmg  five  acres, 
cated  under  the  direction  of  the  President 
Jnited  States,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
Columbian  Institute  to  eflect  the  object  of 
corporation :  Provided^  That  whenever  the 
ititute  shall  be  dissolved,  or  cease  to  exist, 
mploy  the  said  tract  of  land  for  the  pur- 
foresaid,  all  right,  title,  and  interest,  hereby 
.  to  the  same,  shall  revert  to,  and  vest  in, 
ited  States,  as  completely  as  if  such  grant 
rer  been  made, 
oved,  May  8, 1820. 


L  to  establish  additional  Land  Offices  in  the 
States  of  Alabama  and  Illinois. 

enacted,  fc,  That,  for  the  sale  of  the  un- 
riated  puolic  lands  in  the  State  of  Alabama, 
lo'wing  districts  shall  be  formed,  and  land 
there^r  established :  All  the  public  lands, 
esaid,  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  line 
separates  townships  numbered  fourteen  and 
in  the  district  of  Hunts viUe^  on  the  south, 
liae  which  separates  townships  twenty-two 
T'enty-three,  in  the  district  oi  Cahaba,  and 
itrict  east  of  Pearl  river;  and  on  the  east 
?st,  by  the  lines  of  the  State  of  Alabama ; 
3rni  a  district,  for  which  a  land  office  shall 
.blished  at  Tuscaloosa.  And  all  the  public 
as  aforesaid,  bounded  on  the  south,  oy  the 
rn  boundary  of  the  State  of  Alabama ;  on 
»st,  by  the  hue  separating  ranses  four  and 
ast  of  the  basis  meridian,  to  the  line  sepa- 
townships  ^ve  and  six  north^  in  the  district 
haba;  thence,  east,  with  said  line,  to  the 
^parating  ranges  twenty  and  twenty-one; 
,  north,  with  said  line,  to  the  line  separating 
tiips  eleven  and  twelve ;  thence,  east,  with 
ne,  to  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  State  of 
ma,  and  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  eastern 
ary  of  said  State :  shall  form  a  district,  for 
I  a  land  office  shall  be  established  at  Cone- 
ourthouse. 

:,  2.  And  he  U  further  enacted^  That  so  much 
e  public  land,  heretofore  included  in  the 
neetown  land  district,  as  lies  east  of  the 
principal  meridian,  north  of  the  base  line, 
;est  of  the  range  line,  between  ranges  num- 
ei^ht  and  nine,  east  of  the  said  third  princi- 
lendian,  shall  constitute  a  separate  land  dis- 
and.  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  therein, 
shall  be  a  land  office  established  at  Vanda- 
le  seat  of  government  for  the  State  of  Illinois. 
c.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much 
e  public  land  as  lies  north  of  the  base  line, 
of  the  aforesaid  range  line,  and  west  of  the 
A^abash  river,  as  lies  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 
also  constitute  a  separate  land  district:  and 
be  sale  of  the  public  lands,  there  shall  be  a 


land  office  established  at  the  town  of  Palestine,  on 
the  Wabash  river. 

Seo.  4.  And  he  itfiirther  enacted,  That  there  shall 
be  a  register  and  receiver  appointed  to  each  of  the 
aforesaid  land  offices,  to  superintend  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands  in  tneir  respective  districts,  who 
shall  reside  at  the  places  designated  in  their  re- 
^ective  districts,  at  which  the  offices  are  fixed, 
give  security  in  the  same  manner,  in  the  same 
sums,  and  whose  compensation,  emoluments,  and 
duties,  and  authority,  shall,  in  every  respect,  be 
the  same,  in  relation  to  the  lands  wnich  shall  be 
disposed  of  at  their  offices,  as  are  or  may  be  by 
law  provided  in  relation  to  the  registers  and  re- 
ceivers of  public  moneys  in  the  several  offices  es- 
tabli^ed  for  the  sale  or  the  public  lands. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  pro- 
visions of  the  second,  third,  and  fifth  sections  of 
the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  designate  the  bounda- 
ries of  districts,  and  establish  land  offices,  for  the 
disposal  of  the  public  lands,  not  heretofore  ofiered 
for  sale,  in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,''  ap- 
proved March  the  third,  eighteen  hundred  and 
nineteen,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  made  ap- 
plicable to  the  aforesaid  districts  and  offices,  so 
far  as  they  are  not  changed  by  subsequent  laws  of 
the  United  States. 

Approved,  May  11,  1820. 


An  Act  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  Commisaioiiers  for 
ascertaining  and  deciding  on  claims  to  land  in  tho 
district  of  Detroit,  and  for  settling  the  claims  to  land 
at  Oreen  Bay  and  Prairie  dee  Chiens,  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  powers  of  the  com- 
missioners, for  ascertaining  and  deciding  on  the 
rights  of  persons  claiming  lands  in  the  district  of 
Detroit,  as  defined  by  the  second  section  of  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to*  authorize  the  granting  of  pat- 
ents for  land,  according  to  the  surveys  that  have 
been  made,  and  to  grant  donation  rights  to  certain 
claimants  of  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  nassed  on  the  twenty-third  of 
April,  one  tnousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  revived.  And  the  said 
commissioners  shall  perform  the  duties  therein 
prescribed,  in  relation  to  the  claims  which  have 
oeen  filed  with  the  register  of  the  land  office  for 
the  said  district,  in  pursuance  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  allowing  further  time  for  entering  dona- 
tion rights  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Detroit." 
And  the  said  commissioners  shall  also  have  power 
to  examine  and  decide,  according  to  the  laws  re- 
specting^ the  same,  the  claims  which  have  been 
med  with  the  register  of  the  land  office,  and  not 
heretofore  decided  on;  and  they  shall  transmit 
their  report,  and  transcripts  of  tneir  decisions,  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  be  laid  before 
Congress,  In  the  manner  directed  by  former  laws 
providing  for  the  adjustment  of  such  claims. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
commissioners  shall  be^  and  they  are  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  employ,  with  the  approbation  or  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  person  capable  of 
trandating  the  French  language,  as  an  agent,  for 
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the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  titles  and  claims 
to  land  at  the  settlements  oi  Green  Bay  and  Prairie 
des  Chiens.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  agent 
to  give  public  notice,  at  each  of  the  said  settle- 
ments, of  the  time  and  place  therein  at  which  he 
shall  attend  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  notices 
and  evidences  of  titles  and  claims  to  lands  within 
the  same.  And  every  person  having  title  or  claim 
to  lands  within  the  settlements  aforesaid,  shall  pro- 
duce the  evidence  of  his  title  or  claim  to  the  said 
ikgentj  who  shall  record  the  same  in  books  to  be 
kept  lor  that  purpose.  And,  after  the  said  a^ent 
shall  have  remained  at  the  places  aforesaid  a 
tune  vofficioat  for  the  inhabitants  to  produce  the 
evidence  of  their  claims,  he  shall  muake  his  report 
thereof  to  the  said  commissioners,  who  shall  have 
power  to  ejpamine  and  decide  on  the  claims  so  re- 
ported to  them,  according  to  the  laws  for  adjusting 
^nd  settling  the  claims  to  land  in  the  district  of 
jpetrpit,  ea^ciept  that  which  relates  to  donations  of 
.y^c^nt  land  pidjacex^t  to  the  land  confirmed,  shall 
mot  be  cpnsidered  applicable  to  cUims  in  the  settle- 
afii^nts.  «fQreiBai4.  And  the  said  commissioners  shall 
transmit  their  report,  and  transcripts  of  their  deci- 
«io||s,  tp  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  or  be- 
£Qre4he  first  pf  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  to  be  laid  before 
Congress  at  their  next  session  thereafter,  in  the 
same  manner  as  was  directed  by  law  in  respect  to 
the  claims  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Detroit. 

Sec.  3.  Aaid  ht  it  fwriktr  macUAy  That  the  agent 
aforesaid  shall  take  an  oath  for  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  enjoined  on  him ;  and  he  shall 
conform,  in  discharging  the  said  duties,  to  such 
general  mstructions  as  shall  be  given  him  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  and  the  said  commis- 
sipuers  apd  ajzent  shall  each  receive  five  hundred 
dollars,  as  full  compensation  for  the  services  to  be 
|)er formed  under  this  act,  together  with  the  record- 
ing fees  to  the  agent,  and  allowance  to  the  register, 
for  a  certificate  of  confirmation  for  donation  rights, 
provided  for, by  former  laws. 

Approved,  Mi^y  11, 1820. 


An  Act  for  (he  relief  of  certain  settlers  in  the  dute  of 
IlUnoii,  who  reside  within  the  Vincennes  land  dis- 
trict. 

Be  it  efif^ofiUdj  f  c,  That  every  person  who  would 
have  been  ep titled  to  the  riffht  of  pre-emption,  ac- 
cordins[  to  the  prp visions  of  the  ict  entitled  "An 
act  giving  the  right  of  pre-emptipn  in  the  jpurcha9e 
of  lands  to  certain  settlers  in  the  Illinois  Terri- 
tory," passed  February  fifth,  oqc  thousand  eight 
h^updred  and  thirteen,  provided  said  act  bad  been 
so  constnued  as  to  embrace  those  who  were  living 
within  the  limits  of  the  Vincennes  land  district, 
and  who  became  the  purchaser,  at  public  sale,  ox 
the  said  land,  to  which  the  right  oi  pre-emption 
would  Iiave  so  attached,  at  more  than  two  dollars 
per  acre,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  certificate  for  the 
ampunt  so  paid,  or  to  be  paid,  exceeding  iyro  dol- 
lars per  acre,  from  the  register  of  the  land  oflSce 
at  Vincennes ;  which  certificate  shall  be  receivable 
in  payment  of  any  debt  due  to  the  United  States 
on  account  of  the  sale  of  public  land :  Provided, 


hoioever^  That  it  shall  he  tkeosiy?'*;, 
claiming  the  benefit  of  this  acics.: 
satisfaction  of  the  register  and  mt-  .  j 
oflice  at  Vincennes,  that  thefani:^*! 
according  to  its  true  intent  and  bk; 

Sec.  2.  Andbeit/yrikereBuddL  ; 
son  who  would  hare  been  e&ddeci. .{ 
pre-emption,  in  the  said  Vince&nfiu  .| 
mg  to  the  provisions  of  thesaidiK^.^j 
the  fifth  day  of  February,  eigtiie..| 
thirteen,  had  it  been  so  coDstiwi.  i^ 
them,  and  who  did  not  becoioe  O::.- 1 
any  tract  of  land,  to  which  such  r^i  -. 
tion  would  have  attached,  sbali  be l* 
first  day  of  September  next,  to  p>... 
faction  of  the  register  and  rccoT?. . 
that  they  would  have  beensoeoui^ . 
be  the  duty  of  the  register,  vk  i^ 
aforesaid  shall  be  made,  Id^il 
every  such  person,  or  their  legal  .t£- 
stating  therein  that  such  penoar^' 
entitl^  to  such  right  of  vt^nf^i^ 
did  not  become  the  porehaser  dkes:. 
pilblic  nor  private  sale.  And  «&!£■ 
or  his  leg[al  representatiresjM©;'- 
such  certificate  to  the  register  oiiiis- 
in  the  State  of  Illinois,  be  ata>s- 
quarter  section  of  land  ach,At\kz^ 
fixed  by  the  United  Sut^ofuiTi&^ 
be  surveyed  previous  to  the  first  ij.- 
nextj  whether  the  same  sM  ht^tltfi' 
public  sale  or  not. 

Approved,  May  11, 1^- 

An  Act  supplemciiury  to  the  tewiia''- 
justmenl  of  Jandclaimiinthe&fcf -^ 

Be  U  enacted,  fc,  Thaiibec^ 
within  the  eastern  district  (rf  ik^^ 
isiana,  described  by  the  registeraalss 
said  districts,  in  their  report lotKi^; 
of  the  General  Land  Office, i«^^^^ 
tieth  day  of  November,  one  tfeefir  ^ 
dred  and  sixteen,  and  ^^xm^.'^^ 
report  for  confirmation,  be  «<!**; /^ 
confirmed  agaii^st  aDycliiB^^' 
United  States.  ^    ^^u^'' 

son  or.  persons,  claitoiqg  ^^^^^; 
Louisiana  lying  west  of  ti.^^^^; 

eluding  the  island  of  t^^9^^^. 
any  Spanish  grant,  conces$J(»j^*y., 
and  whose  claims  ta,re  not  fie^*^^ 
in  the  proper  office,  may.  fr(^»^^^^^^ 
day  of  July  next,  apd  0DW««J:.r 
Dwember  thereafter,  delimnoof' 


the  written  e vidences of ibeircl^,., 
the  land  district  within  ^^^^  ^t 
uate,  within  ihesaid  Slat^fln^^  ^i^;: 
evidences,  so  delimed.witbin^^^^;, 

this  act,  shali,  by  the  sairf^^^^f: 
books  to  be  kept  for  that  FQ  f^s,^. 
a  compensation  shall  be  rece  ^^ , 
ants,  at  the  rate  of  ^^^"''Lfi^c' 
hundred  words.  Andlhe^n^^,^ 
as  shall  neglect  so  doin^;  J""*^ 


J 
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by  this  act,  shall,  so  far  as  they  are  derived  from, 
or  founded  on,  any  act  of  Congress,  ever  after  be 
barred,  and  become  void,  and  the  evidences  of  their 
claims  never  after  admitted  as  evidence  in  any 
court  of  the  United  States,  against  any  grant  de- 
rived from  the  United  States. 

Sfic.  3.  And  he  U  further  enactedy  That  the  said 
registers  shall,  on  the  first  dav  of  January  next,  . 
make  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  report  of 
all  the  claims  filed  in  their  respective  offices,  in 
pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  thb  act,  together 
with  the  substance  of  the  evidence  in  support 
thereof,  with  thetr  opinion  of  the  credit  to  which 
such  evidence  is  entitled. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  fwrOkcr  enacted^  That  every 
person,  or  persons,  claiming  land  within  that  part 
of  Louisiana  described  in  the  preceding  section, 
founded  npon  any  Spanish  cnint,  concession,  or  or- 
der of  survey,  woo  nad  filed  their  notices  of  claims 
in  the  proper  office,  according  to  former  laws,  and 
whose  cbums  have  not  been  confirmed,  may,  at 
any  time  before  the  thirty-first  day  of  Decem- 
ber next,  deliver  additional  written  evidence,  or 
other  testimony,  in  support  of  their  claims,  the 
notice  of  which  had  been  filed  as  afbiesaid,  to  the 
said  registers,  and  the  evidence  so  delivered  or  of- 
fered^ uiall  be  recorded  in  booJcs  to  be  kept  for  that 
purpose^  for  which  service  a  compensation  shall 
be  received,  from  such  claimants,  at  the  rate  of 
twenty-five  cents  for  every  hundred  words.  And 
the  rights  of  such  persons  as  shall  neglect  so  doing, 
within  the  time  limited  by  this  act,  shall,  so  far 
as  they  are  derived  from,  or  founded  on,  any  act  of 
Congress,  ever  after  be  barred  and  b^ome  void, 
and  the  evidences  of  their  claims  never  after 
admitted  as  evidence  in  any  court  of  the  United 
States  against  any  grant  derived  from  the  United 
States. 

Sfio.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said 
registers  shall,  on  the  first  dav  of  January  next, 
make  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  report  oi 
the  claims  in  which  additional  evidence  shall  have 
been  filed  in  their  respective  offices,  together  with 
the  substance  of  the  evidence  so  filed,  wid^  their 
cpinioo  of  the  credit  to- which  such  evidence  i»  en- 
titled, .and  such  other  information  as  the  examina- 
tioQ  of  such  cases,  under  any  former  law,  may  have 
plcuied  in  their  power  or  possession. 

Snc.  ^.  Amthe  it  further  muusted,  That  it  shall 
be  tbe  duty.of  the  Secretary  of  the  TreasMcy,  as 
aooo  as  the  reports  of  the  said  registers  ^ail  be 
reoeired,  to  prooeed  to  the  examination  of  the 
claims  aforesaid,  and  to  report  to  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress  a  list  of  the  cases  which,  in  his 
opinion,  ought  to  be  confirmed,  together  with  the 
reasons  upon  which  his  opinion  may  be  found- 
ed :  PfX)vided,  nenerthelese,  That  no  claim  shall  be 
so  recommended  for  confirmation,  which  contains 
more  than  the  quantity  contained  in  a  league 
square. 

Sjbc.  7.  And  be  it  fierther  efMcted,  That  the  fifth 
section  of  the  act  of  the  third  day  of  March,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  eleven,  t*ntitled  ''An  act  provi- 
ding for  the  final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands, 
and  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Territo- 
ries of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  and  to  repeal  the 


act  passed  for  the  same  purpose,"  and  approved 
February  sixteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eleven,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  revived 
and  continued,  for  the  term  of  two  years  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act. 

Sec.  S.Andoe  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
registers,  in  addition  to  the  compensation  herein 
prescribed,  shall  receive^  in  full  for  the  services 
required  of  them,  respectivelv,  by  this  act,  the  sum 
of  six  hundred  dollars,  which  shall  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

Approved,  May  11, 18S0. 


An  Act  extending  the  time  allowed  for  the  redemption 
of  lands  sold  for  direct  taxes,  in  certain  cases. 

Be  it  enacted,  Sc,  That  the  time  allowed  fQr  the 
redemption  of  lands  which  have  been  or  may  he 
sold  for  the  payment  of  taxes,  under  the  act  passed 
the  ninth  dav  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifteen,  so  far  as  the  same  regards  the 
direct  tax  of  six  millions  of  dollars,  laid  in  .that 
vear:  or  imder  the  act  passed  the  fifth  day  pf 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen, 
so  far  as  the  same  rej^rds  the  direct  tax  of  three 
millions  of  dollars,  laid  in  that  year,  and  purchased 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  be  extended  three 
years  bevond  the  time  heretoiore  allowed:  Pro- 
vided, That  such  extension  of  time  shall  not  be 
beyond  the  first  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-one,  and  that,  on  such  redemp- 
tion, interest  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  twenty  per 
;  ceiitum  per  annum  on  the  taxes  aforesaid,  and  ad- 
I  ditions  of  twenty  per  centum  chargeable  thereon ; 
'  and  the  ri^ht  to  redeem  shall  inure  as  well  to  per- 
sons holding  an  equitable  or  revisionary  interest 
in  lands  so  purchased  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  as  to  the  original  owners  thereof. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  where  a^y 
person  or  persons,  who  has  or  have  purchased  lands 
or  tenements,  sold  for  the  non-payment  of  the  di- 
rect tax,  shall  be  entitled  to  have  a  deed  fpr  the 
same,  but,  from  the  death  or  removal  of  the  ool- 
lector.  or  from  any  other  cause,  there  is  no  officer 
who,  by  the  existing  laws,  is  authorized. to  make  a 
deed,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  person  or  pecsons 
to  aiiply;  by  petition,  to  the  district  judge  of  tjhe 
district  in  which  such  lands  or  tenements  are  sit- 
uate, settinff  forth  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
and,. upon  due  proof  being  made,  to  the  satisiac- 
tioD  or  such  judge,  that  such  person  or  persons  is 
or  are  a  purchaser  or  purchasers  as  aforesaid,  and 
has  or  have  fully  complied  with  all  conditions  of 
sale,  and  is  or  are  entitled  to  have  a  deed,  and  that 
there  is  no  officer  who,  by  the  existing  laws,  is 
authorized  to  make  such  deed,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  such  judge,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired, to  order  and  direct  the  marshal  of  the  dis- 
trict to  make  a  deed  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers ; 
which  deed,  being  acknowledged  in  open  court, 
and  entered  of  record,  shall  have  the  same  efiect 
as  if  it  had  been  made  bv  the  collector  or  other 
officer  authorized  by  the  laws  heretofore  or  now 
in  force. 

Approved,  May  11, 1820. 
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An  Act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  proTide 
for  the  publication  of  the  laws  of  the  United  Statei, 
and  for  other  purposes." 

Be  it  eiiaded,  f  c,  That  the  Secretary  of  State 
shall,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  afler  he 
shall  receive  any  order,  resolution,  or  law,  passed 
by  Congress,  except  such  orders,  resolutions,  and 
laws  as  are  of  a  private  nature,  cause  the  same  to 
be  published  in  a  number  of  public  newspapers, 
not  exceeding  one  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  in  not  more  than  three  newspapers  in  each  of 
the  several  States  and  Territories  of  the  United 
States.  And  he  shall  also  cause  to  be  published, 
in  like  manner,  in  the  said  newspapers,  all  public 
treaties  entered  into  and  ratified  oy  the  United 
States,  except  Indian  treaties,  which  shall  be  pub- 
lished only  in  one  newspaper,  and  that  to  be  within 
the  limits  of  the  State  or  Territory  to  which  the 
subject-matter  of  such  treaty  shall  belong. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the  first 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
the  publication  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  the  twentieth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  nundred  and  eighteen, 
be.  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed :  Provided, 
Tnat  such  repeal  shall  not  he  construed  to  prevent 
the  payment  of  any  compensation  that  ma,y  be  due 
for  the  publication  of  ttie  laws,  previous  to  the 
promulgation  of  this  act. 

Approved,  May  11, 1820. 


An  Act  authorizing  the  sale  of  thirteen  sections  of 
land,  lying  within  the  land  district  of  Canton,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio. 

Be  it  enactedy  ^c,  That  the  thirteen  sections  of 
land,  lying  within  the  land  district  of  Canton,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  which  were  reserved  for  the  use 
of  certain  persons  of  the  Delaware  tribe  of  Indians 
by  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  third  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven, 
and  were  subsequently  c^ed  to  the  United  States 
by  the  eighteenth  article  of  the  treaty  concluded 
on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  September,  one  thou- 
sand ei^ht  hundred  and  seventeen,  shall  be  offered 
to  public  sale,  by  the  register  and  receiver  of  the 
public  moneys  at  the  land  office  at  Wooster,  on 
such  day  or  days  as  the  President  shall  designate 
for  that  purpose,  in  the  same  manner,  and  on  the 
same  conditions  and  terms,  as  are  provided  by 
law  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  or  the  United 
States. 

Approved,  May  11, 1820. 


An  Act  to  alter  the  times  of  the  session  of  the  circuit 
and  district  courts  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^r.,  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  January  next,  instead  of  the  times  now 
provided  by  law,  for  the  session  of  the  circuit  court 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  same  shall  be 
holden  at  the  times  and  places  following,  that  is 
to  say :  At  Washington,  in  and  for  the  county  of 
Washington,  on  the  first  Monday  in  October,  and 
on  the  second  Monday  in  April,  in  every  year ; 


and  in  Alexandria,  in  and  for  iht  ok; 
andria«  on  the  first  Mondafs  in  S:%> 
May,  in  every  year. 

Sec.  2.  And  oe  UjMir  tmad  In  -^ 
after  the  first  day  of  Joly  oai,  h- 
times  now  provided  hj  law  for  d( »«. 
district  court  for  the  District  of  C]c. 
same  shall  be  holden  on  the  first  Mrs; 
cember  and  June  in  everjr  yor. 

Approved,  May  11, 1820. 


An  Act  to  annex  certain Undmitk it* 
Michigan  to  the  diitrictaflte 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  all  tk  f(u. 
the  United  Sutes  within  theToir 
ffan,  to  which  the  Indian  title  nc^ 
by  the  treaty  held  and  concloded  tz. 
the  said  Territory,  on  the  twair-t: 
September,  in  the  year  one  tiKnsu:: 
dred  and  nineteen,  shall  be,aBds!^- 
tached  to,  and  made  part  of,  tbe^ 
in  the  said  Territory. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  fiiriker  eaaOM,  Tr.. 
aforesaid,  to  which  the  Indian  nikii.. 
tinguished,  and  which  have  not  Iw^' 
appropriated  by  existing lawsorusi^ 
surveyed  and  offered  for  sale,  nut -s" 
of  the  President  of  the  United  Sei'-- 
manner,  with  the  same  wsofm'^' 
tions,  and  upon  the  samRtennsaK.-- 
every  respect,  both  at  paUic  and  p^^ 
are  or  may  be  provided  by  law  far  2-- 
the  other  public  lands  witnintbeflii^^ 

Approved,  May  11, 1820. 

An  Act  to  eeUbUih  en  unifonn  »^?jj^' 
field  exercise  Ibr  the  militiiM^^"" 

Be  it  enacUd,  #c.,  That  thcjf^J t''. 
and  field  exercise  which  is  and** » 7; 
be  observed  by  the  regular  aar/^- ' 
States,  in  the  different  corps oji^- 
and  riflemen,  shaU  also  be  ow«' ^ 
in  the  exercises  and  disajline^^^ 
respectively,  throughout  the  "^Ljj jc 

Sec.  2.  And  be  •«  A^^^^^^fe' 
of  the  aot  of  Congress,  appwj^^ 
May,  one  thousand  seven  '^'"J^^iscf 
as  approves  and  estaWisncstKiJ^^^: 
of  the  Baron  de  Steuben,  f^^IiJ 
observed  by  the  militia  thwjjP^ 
States,  be,  and  the  sme^w^"^ 

Approved,  May  12, 1820. 


An  Act  to  alter  and  «•- —    _^j^j 

be,  and  the  same  are  nereoy,  «»^ 

From  Lilly  Point  to  '^^!;:,(^  ' 
Prom  Dublin  to  Jacksony*  !J  •  j,-  ■ 

From  Westport  to  ^^^^^0  , 
From  Whitfield  to  ^^^Z^^  It^' 
Prom  Chickasaw  Agency"' 
Mississippi. 
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L    Choctaw  Agency  to  Monticello;   and    Somers,Wilbraham,  and  Ludlow,  to  Belchertown, 


atchez  to  Lake  Pontchartrain,  in  the  same 

I    Rhea  Courthouse,  Tennessee,  to  Fort 

I,  in  Alahama. 

1  Haysville  to  Oxford,  North  Carolina. 

I  TVaterborough  to  Barnwell  Courthouse, 

h  Carolina. 

X  St.  Charles,  by  Montgomery  Courthouse, 

''ard  Courthouse. 

X  Franklin.  Howard  county,  to  Chariton. 

1   St.  Charles,  by  Murphey's  in  St.  John's 

ent,  to  Howard  Courthouse,  in  the  Missouri 

ry. 

:i  Vassalboro'  to  Harlem,  in  Maine. 

d  Alna  to  Palermo. 

1  Dunstable  to  Piscataquay  Bridge,  in  New 

hire. 

1  Cahaba  to  St.  Stephens. 
2.    And  he  U  fwrthn  enacUdy  That  the  fol- 
be  established  post  roads,  that  is  to  say : 

iew  Hampshire, — From  Amherst,  by  Lynd- 

h  and  Greenfield,  to  Hancock. 

t  the  post  road  from  Keene  to  Richmond 

'  Winchester. 

n  Keene,  by  Surry,  Drewsrille,  and  Lang- 
Charlestown. 

n  Dunstable,  throueh  Merrimack,  by  Bed- 

leeting'house  and   Piscataquay  bridge,  to 

>okset. 

ermoTii. — From  Danville  to  Montpelier,  by 

Marshfield,  and  Plainfield. 

n  Vereennes,  by  Panton,  to  Westport,  in 

ate  of  New  x  orl. 

n  Stockbridge  to  Randolph. 

Maine, — From  Alna,  by  East  Pittston,  to 

leld. 

n  Alna  to  Gtardiner. 

IX  Sedgwick  to  Deer  Island. 

OQ  Bllsworth,  by  Jordan's  river  school-house, 

en  ton,  to  the  towns  of  Eden  and  Mount 

r. 

rn  Waldoborough,  by  Union,  Hope,  Sears- 

and  Belmont,  to  Belfast. 

ox  Gardiner,  by  Pittston.  Whitfield,  Malta, 

ififerson,  to  Waldoborougn. 

ox  New  Pordand,  by  Kingfield,  to  Freeman. 

mi  Hallowell,  by  Malta,  to  Harlem. 

MassachfiseUs, — From  Springfield,  by  Wil- 

ox,  to  Stafibrd  Springs,  m  Connecticut. 

m  Sandwich,  by  Coatuit  village,  in  West 

table,  Thomas   D.  Scudder's,  Yarmouth, 

tennis,  to  Harwick,  on  the  south  side  of  Cape 

>m  Gloucester,  by  Essex,  to  Ipswich. 

m  Hanover,  by  Hanson,  to  East  Bridge- 

« 

»m  Northfield,  by  Vernon,  to  Brattleborough, 

rmont. 

>m  Salisbury  to  Amesbury. 

>m  Taunton,  by  Raynham,  to  East  Bridge- 

• 

Connecticut, — From  Derby,  by  Huntingdon, 

iwtown. 

)m  Woodbury,  by  Roxbury,  to  Warren. 

)m  Hartford,  by  East  Windsor,  Ellington, 
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in  Massachusetts. 

From  New  Haven,  by  Oxford,  Southbury, 
Woodbury,  and  Washington,  to  Warren. 

From  Norwich  to  Colchester. 

In  New  York, — From  Batavia  to  Ridgeway. 

From  Windham,  by  Roxbury,  to  Stamford. 

From  Hopkinton  to  Keene. 

From  Mount  Hope  to  Bloomingsburg. 

From  Moscow,  by  York,  Caledonia,  and  Scott- 
ville,  to  Rochester. 

From  Dover  to  Sharon,  in  Connecticut. 

From  Porter,  by  Twelve  Mile  Creek,  to  Eigh- 
teen Mile  Creek. 

From  Skeneatelas,  on  the  east  side  of  Sken- 
eatelas  Lake,  by  Spafford  and  Scott,  to  Courtland 
village. 

From  Luzerne,  by  Edinburgh,  to  Galway. 

From  Newton,  by  Catharine,  and  Cayuta,  to 
Ithica. 

From  Bath,  by  Upper  Addison,  Troupsburgh, 
Deerfield,  and  Elkland,  to  Batchelorville,  m  Penn- 
sylvania. 

From  Constantia,  by  Cicero,  and  Salina,  to 
Onondaga. 

From  Reading  to  Dresden,  on  Seneca  Lake, 
thence,  along  the  Lake,  by  Benton,  to  QeaersL. 

From  Goshen,  by  Scotchtown,  to  Bloomings- 
burgh. 

From  Poughkeepsie,  by  New  Poltz,  and  Bruyn- 
ville,  to  Bloomingsburgh. 

From  Sullivan,  by  Cazenovia,  and  Woodstock,, 
to  De  Ruyter. 

In  Pennsylvania, — That. the  post  route  fronk 
Philadelphia  to  Athens  pass  bv  Romig's  Ferry 
and  the  mouth  of  Durham  Creek  to  Easton. 

From  Bedford  to  Somerset. 

From  Harrisburgh,  by  Corbett's  Mills,  Jones- 
town, and  Rohrersburg,  to  Hamburg. 

From  Catawisse.  by  Mifflinburff,  to  Nescopeck. 

From  Liverpool,  by  Mount  Pleasant  Mills, 
Freeburg,  Middleburg,  and  New  Berlin,  to  Mifflin- 
burjj. 

From  Reading,  by  Morgantown,  to  Down- 
ineton. 

From  Emaus  to  Millerstown. 

From  White  Horse,  by  Berlin,  Connelsville, 
Middletown,  Merrittstown,  Jefferson /(Vaynesburg, 
and  Morrisville,  to  Grave  Creek  Flats,  in  Vir- 
ginia. 

From  Stroudsburgh  to  Orwigsbnrgh. 

From  New  Hope,  by  Lumberville.  and  Brwin- 
na,  to  Romig's  Ferry,  near  the  moutn  of  Durham 
Creek.  < 

From  I^utztown,  by  Martztown.  New  Goshen- 
hoppen,  Seemanytown,  Joseph  Williams's,  and 
Centre  Square,  to  White  Marsh. 

In  Maryland, — From  Chesapeake,  by  Port  De- 
posite,  to  Conewingo. 

From  Charlotte  Hall,  by  the  Three  Notched 
Road,  to  Fenwick's  Tavern. 

From  Havre-de-Grace  to  Woodlawn. 

In  Virginia. — ^From  Bath  Courthouse,  by  Mc- 
Clintock's,  and  Anthony's  Creek,  to  Lewisburg. 

From  Staunton,  by  Greenville,  and  Fairfield, 
to  Lexington. 
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From  Sbepherdstown,  by  Leetown  and  Smith- 
field,  to  Winchester. 

From  West  Libertjr  to  Wellsburg. 

From  Lexington,  oy  the  Calf  Pasture,  to  Faur 
cett's,  in  Bath  county. 

From  Timber  Ridge,  by  North  River,  to  Moore- 
field. 

From  Petersburg,  by  Southerland's  Tarem, 
Lombardy,  and  Dennis'  Tavern,  to  Jennings'  Old 
Ordinary. 

In  North  Carolina, — From  Williamsboro',  by 
Lynnesville,  to  Clarksville,  in  Virginia. 

From  Fayctteviile  by  Waynesborough,  to  Stan- 
tonburg. 

From  Wadesborough,  by  Edward  Winfield's, 
Culpepper's  store,  Jacob  Austin's,  Charles  T.  Al- 
exander's, and  Maxwell's  store,  to  Charlotte. 

From  Charlotte,  by  Azrai  Cockburn's  and  Wil- 
liam Taylor's,  to  Wadesboroup^h. 

From  Newbem,  by  Street's  bridge,  Crodm's 
Ferry,  Hookerstown,  Snowhill,  and  Stantonburg, 
to  Smithfield. 

From  Lawrenceville,  by  McNeill's  store,  and 
Nicholas  Nail's,  to  Pittsboroufh. 

From  Pittsborough,  by  D.  MoflBt's  to  Lawrence- 
ville. 

From  Oxford,  by  Cannon  and  Young's  store,  to 
Clarksville,  in  Virginia. 

From  Danville,  by  William  Rawling's,  and 
Troublesome  Iron  Works,  to  Salem. 

From  Haysville,  by  Hawkins'  Mills,  and  Chalk 
Level,  to  W  illiamsboro'. 

In  South  Carolina. — From  Columbia,  by  Richard 
Harrison's  Store,  to  Bechamsville. 

From  Georgetown,  by  Black  River,  Bull  Creek, 
and  Pee  Dee  Ferries,  to  Conwayborough. 

From  Conwayborougb,  by  Little  River,  and 
Smithville,  to  Wilmington,  in  North  Carolina. 

From  Chester  Courthouse,  by  Cedar  Shoals, 
and  McDonald's  Ferry,  to  Lancaster  Courthouse. 

From  John  Thompson,  Junr's^  by  Richard  How- 
ard's to  Godfrey's  Ferry,  on  Big  Pee  Dee  river, 
or  near  the  same. 

That  the  mail  from  Lumberton,  to  Marion 
Courthouse,  pass  by  the  most  eligible  route,  omit- 
ting Barfields,  if  necessary. 

In  Georgia, — From  Hartford,  by  Jacksonville, 
to  Perry's  Mills,  in  Tatnal  County. 

That  the  mail  route  from  Augusta  to  Savan- 
nah shall  pass  by  Wavnesborouffh. 

From  Poweltown,  oy  Mount  ZicMi  and  Eaton- 
toiK  to  Monticello. 

In  Ohio ^From  Coshocton  to  Wooster. 

From  Neville  to  Bethel. 

That  the  mail  from  Marietta  to  Woodfield  go 
by  Regnier's  Mills,  in  the  town  of  Aurelius. 

From  Feestown,  by  Bethel,  Williamsburg,  Le- 
banon, and  Ridgeville,  to  Dayton. 

From  Lebanon,  by  Spriagborough,  and  Ridge- 
ville, to  Xenia. 

From  West  Union,  by  Decatur^  Ripley,  Bridge- 
water,  Bethel,  and  Newton,  to  Cmcinnati. 

From  Greenville  to  Winchester,  in  Indiana. 

From  IrviUe  to  Mount  Vernon. 

From  Piketon,  by  Robert  Bennett's  and  Asa 


Boynton's,  to  Barliag^toa,  on  tkeizsc- 
Ohio  river. 

From  Norwalk,  in  the  coQDtjGit 
Lower  Sandusky,  in  the  State  c^Otti 

In  Kentucky. — From  Fabnontb,  kl- 
to  Fredericksboig. 

From  Whitley  CoorthoQse,bf  C(io»:: 
Monticello. 

That  the  post  road  from  Mom:  S-: 
Prestonburg,  pass  by  the  Olympb  Sr.. 
Beaver  Iron  Works,  in  Bath  comtr. 

That  tke  post  road  from  the  Grei:'- 
the  mouth  of  Cedar,  pass  by  Hedcnn. 
county. 

From  Richmond  to  Estill  CounkoB 

From  Smithland,  by  Amakkil 
Cypress,  in  Kentucky. 

From  Richmond,  by  Big  Hill  to  Bl: 

From  Estill  Courthouse,  toPa&ick^t  .* 
on  the  north  fork  of  Kestuekj  lira. 

From  New  Castle,  by  Westport,  mff 
to  Charlestown,  in  Indians. 

From  Stamping  Grounds  to  Hesieri 

From  Frankfort,  by  Heslewilki? 

liam. 

From  Shelby  viile  to  New  Csstk. 
In  r«>««»«!«.— FromKnoxTille,kf)te: 
house,  to  Overton  Courthouse. 

From  Morgantown  to  Pumpkia  T:^ 
town  of  Calhoun,  to  Ross's,  on  ik  a^ 
Tennessee  river. 

From  Murfreesborourii  to  Skikt^^ 

From  Carthage,  bylancastef.  a;- 
Grove,  to  Statesville.  , 

From  Kingston,  by  William  w^' 
Creek,  to  Clinton.  ^   . 

From  Monroe,  by  Gainsbotoagii  «-- 
and  Beech  HilL  to  Carthage. 

From  Reynoldsbuigh  to  lie  low  - 

Bluffs.  .  ^w'' 

From  NashviUe,  by  Ha/peita^*"- 

to  FayetteviUe.  -,  .^  j 

From  Green viUe  to  GiecnTilkf*' 

county  of  Greene.  ru-.jr- 

From  Sparta,  by  AUcn's  F«m.»'» 

Statesville.  ^^^p 

From  Chickasaw  Lower  »■ 

Arkansas.  -^^ 

lu  Indiana.^From  Pdesm^^ 
Portersville. 

From  Madison  to  Versailies.    g. , ; 

From  Lawrencebuig,  by  Aowfl.'^ 
Rising  Sun,  to  Vevay.  ,  ,,^. 

In  lKi«0M.-JFiom  Ka^tolw^,  i»P; 
tlement,  Covington,  Carlisle,  w« 
Vandaha.  .  ^  ,.  .i,  ^(t. 

From  lUinois  Saline,  jn  ^%,i,. 

From  York,  by  Auroi«,toJ^^^. 

From  Montgomery,  by  ^%^    j 

Ferry,  to  Jackson,  in  ^^f^Z^^'\ 
The  mail  from  Cape  Girartictiiw      . 

tucky,  shall  pass  by  Ame«ca.        r^^  / 
From  CarS,  by  Mount  Va^^^ 
From  Carmil  to  Wayne  CouriWH"'' 

son  Courthouse. 


J 
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From  Palmyra,  by  Wayne  Courthouse^  Jeffer- 
son Courthouse,  and  Covington,  to  BelleviUe. 

From  America  to  Jonesborouffh. 

In  MisHsnppi, — From  Natchez,  by  Franklin, 
Monticello,  Covington,  Wayne,  and  Winchester, 
to  Fort  St.  Ste|>hens. 

From  Fordsville  to  Shieldsboro'. 
In  jUabama. — From    Tuscaloosa,  by  Marion 
County  Courthouse,  to  Columbus. 

From  Burnt  Com  Spring,  by  Connecuh  Court- 
house, to  Fort  Crawford. 

From  HuntsviUe,  by  Jackson  Courthouse,  and 
Lawrie's  Ferry,  to  Ross's  and  Washington,  in 
Tennessee. 

From  Cahawba,  by  Portland,  Canton,  Prairie 
Bluff,  Black's  Bluff,  and  Foster's,  to  Fort  Clai- 
borne. 

From  Mooreville,  by  Milton's  Bluff,  Courtland, 
Bainbridge,  and  Big  Spring,  to  Russelville,  in 
Franklin  county. 

From  Cahawba,  bjf  Joseph  Briton's,  Old  Town, 
Falls  of  Cahawba,  Kins^  and  Smith's  store,  Shelby 
Courthouse,  David  McLaughlin's,  St.  Clair  Court- 
house, Vincent  Bennett's,  the  Cherokee  Nation, 
by  Ross's  and  James  Patterson's,  to  Washington, 
in  Tennessee. 

From  the  town  of  Cahawba  to  the  Falls  of  Ca- 
hawba, and  to  Tuscaloosa. 

From  Courtland  to  Moulton. 

From  St.  Clair  Courthouse  to  Carolsville. 

lu  Mismmri  Territory — From  New  Madrid  to 
Point  Pleasant. 

From  Louisiana,  by  Hanibal,  to  Palmyra. 

From  Louisiana  to  New  London. 

That  the  post  road  from  Cape  Girardeau  to 
Winchester,  pass  by  Edward  Tanner's. 

From  St.  Charles,  by  Marthasviile,  Montgomery 
Courthouse,  Loutre  Island,  Cote  Sans  Dessein, 
Nashville,  Smithton,  John  Grayum's,  Franklin, 
Spanish  Neekle  Prairie,  Chareton,  William  W. 
Monroe's,  Grand  River,  Bloomfield,  Missouriton, 
and  Blu£fton,  to  Fort  Osaffe. 

From  Fort  Osage,  by  Mount  Vernon,  Tabbo, 
Little  Osage  Bottom,  and  Jefferson,  to  Chareton. 

In  MicMgan  Territory — From  Detroit,  by  Pon- 
tiac,  to  Mount  Clemens. 

Approved,  May  13, 1830. 


Aa  Act  filing  the  time  for  tb«  nej(t  meeting  of  Con- 

grets. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That,  after  the  adjournment 
of  the  present  session,  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
gress shall  be  on  the  second  Monday  ofNovember 
next. 

Approved,  May  13, 1820. 


An  Act  to  limit  the  term  of  office  of  certain  officers 
therein  named,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^..  That,  from  and  after  the  pass^ 
ing  of  this  act,  all  district  attorneys,  collectors  of 
the  customs,  naval  officers,  and  surveyors  of  the 
customs,  navy  agent&  receivers  of  public  moneys 
for  lands,  roisters  of  the  land  offices,  paymasters 
in  the  Army,  the  apothecary  general,  the  assbtant 


apothecaries  general,  and  the  commissary  general 
of  purchases,  to  be  appointed  under  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  shall  De  appointed  for  the  term  of 
four  years;  but  shall  be  removable  from  office  at 
pleasure. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  com- 
mission of  each  and  every  of  the  officers  named  in 
the  first  section  of  this  act,  now  in  office,  unless 
vacated  by  removal  from  office,  or  otherwise,  shall 
cease  and  expire  in  the  manner  following:  All 
such  commissions  bearing  date  on  or  before  the 
thirtieth  day  of  SeptemMr.  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  shaii  cease  and  expire  on 
the  day  and  month  of  their  respective  dates,  which 
shall  next  ensue  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  Septem- 
ber next;  all  such  commissions  bearing  date  aftn 
the  said  thirtieth  day  of  September,  m  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  and 
before  the  first  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixteen,  shall  cease  and  expire  on  the 
day  and  month  of  their  respective  dates,  which 
shall  next  ensue  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  Septem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one. 
And  all  other  such  commissions  shall  cease  and 
expire  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  four  years 
from  their  respective  dates. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  fwrther  enact^  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  from  time  to  time,  as 
in  his  opinion  the  interest  of  the  United  States 
may  require,  to  regulate  and  increase  the  sums  for 
which  the  bonds  required,  or  which  may  be  re- 
quired, by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
given  by  the  said  officers,  and  bv  all  other  officers 
employed  in  the  disbursement  oi  the  public  mon- 
eys under  the  direction  of  the  War  and  Navy  De- 
partments, shall  be  ffiven ;  and  all  bonds  g^ven  in 
conformity  with  sucn  regulations  shall  be  as  valid 
and  efiectual,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if 

£'ven  for  the  sums  respectively  mentioned  in  the 
ws  requiring  the  same. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  itfUrtker  enacted,  That  the  com- 
missions of  all  officers  employed  in  levying  or  col- 
lecting the  public  revenue  shall  be  made  out  and  re- 
corded in  the  Treasury  Department,  and  the  seal 
of  the  said  department  affixed  thereto;  any  law  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding:  Provided,  That  the 
said  seal  shall  not  be  affixed  to  any  such  commis* 
sion  before  the  same  shall  have  been  signed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 


An  Act  to  authorise  the  Preaident  of  the  United 
States  to  borrow  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  bor- 
row, on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  three  millions  of  dollars,  at  a  rate  of  in- 
terest payable  quarter  yearly,  not  exceeding  five 
per  centum  per  annum,  and  reimbursable,  at  the 
will  of  the  Government,  at  any  time  afWr  the  first 
day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-two ;  or  at  a  rate  of  interest,  payable  in  like 
manner,  not  exceeding  six  per  centum  per  annum, 
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and  reimbursable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United 
States ;  to  be  applied,  in  addition  to  the  moneys 
now  in  the  Treasury,  or  which  may  be  received 
therein  from  other  sources,  during  the  present 
year,  to  defray  any  of  the  public  expenses  which 
are  or  may  oe  authorized  by  law.  The  stock 
thereby  created  shall  be  transferrable  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  transfer  of 
the  public  debt 

Sec.  2.  And  U  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to 
lend  the  said  sum,  or  any  pwrt  thereof;  and  it  is 
hereby  further  declared,  tnat  it  shall  be  deemed  a 
0X>d  execution  of  the  said  power  to  borrow,  for 
me  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to 
cause  to  be  constituted  certificates  of  stock,  signed 
by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  or  by  a  Commis- 
sioner of  Loans,  for  the  sum  to  be  borrowed,  or  for 
any  part  thereof,  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per 
centum  per  annum,  transferrable  and  reimbursa- 
ble as  aforesaid,  ana  to  cause  the  said  certificates 
of  stock  to  be  sold ;  Provided,  That  no  stock  be 
sold  under  par. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  be  and  he  is  hereby  author- 
ized, with  the  approluition  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  to  employ  an  agent  or  agents  for 
the  purpose  or  obtaimng  subscriptions  to  the  loan 
authorized  by  this  act,  or  of  selling  any  part  of  the 
stock  to  be  created  by  virtue  thereof.  A  commis- 
sion, not  exceeding  one-eighth  of  one  per  cent,  on 
the  amount  thus  sold,  or  for  which  subscriptions 
shall  have  been  thus  obtained,  may,  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  be  allowed  to  such  agent  or 
agents,  and  a  sum,  not  exceeding  four  thousand 
dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Trea- 
sury not  otherwise  appropriated,  is  hereby  appro- 
priated for  that  object,  and  also  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  printing[  and  issuing  the  subscription 
certificates,  and  certificates  of  stock,  and  other  ex- 
penses incident  to  the  due  execution  of  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much 
of  the  funds  constituting  the  annual  appropriation 
of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  payment  of  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt  of  the 
United  States,  as  may  be  sufficient  for  that  pur- 
pose, after  satisfying  the  sums  necessary  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest,  and  of  such  part  of  the 
prmcipal  of  the  said  debt  as  the  United  States  are 
now  pledged  annually  to  pay  or  reimburse,  is  here- 
by pledged  and  appropriated  for  the  payment  of 
the  interest,  and  for  the  reimbursement  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  stock  which  may  be  created  by  virtue 
or  this  act.  It  shall,  accoraingly,  be  the  duty  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  cause 
to  be  applied  and  paid,  out  of  the  said  fund,  yearly, 
such  sum  and  sums  as  may  annually  be  necessary 
to  discharge  the  interest  accruing  on  the  said  stock, 
and  may  be  discharged,  in  conformity  with  the 
terms  of  the  loan.  And  they  are  furtner  author- 
ized to  apply,  from  time  to  time,  such  sum  or  sums, 
out  of  the  said  fund,  as  they  may  think  proper,  to- 
wards discharging,  by  purchase,  and  at  a  price  not 
above  par,  the  prmcipal  of  the  said  stock,  or  any 
part  thereof.    And  the  faith  of  the  United  States 


is  hereby  pledged  to  establish  soffiuc  - 
for  maxing  up  any  deficiency  thii  u 
take  place  in  the  fundi  hereby  ihtj?. 
paying  the  said  Interest  and  principals:. 
of  them,  in  manner  aforesaid. 
Approved,  May  15, 1820. 


An  Act  to  Incorporate  the  inbafaiUfitiflf.: 
Washington,  and  to  repeal  all  icuhaf.-! 
for  that  purpoM. 

Be  it  enactedf  fc.,  That  theaet,ecti.'. 
to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  tkCr 
ington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia.'  l 
supplementary  to  the  same,  passed  a  >- 
fourth  of  February,  in  the  year  one  ilat 
hundred  and  four,  and  the  aci,  enui': 
further  to  amend  the  charter  of  tbeCir 
ington,"  and  all  other  actsoTfomoi's 
sistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  ie!.» 
same  are  hereby,  repealed:  PfwiW.** 
the  Mayor,  the  members  o(  theBea.':  . 
men,  and  mem  b«s  of  the  Board  of  Car.  ; 
cil  of  the  corporation  of  the  aid  on  si ; 
may  remain  and  continue  as  sack  kt' 
the  terms  for  which  they  hare  b«a »' 
appointed,  subject  to  the  tenns  and  at. 
such  cases  legally  made  and  proridM:&- 
or  things  done,  or  which  may  be  i*. ' 
pursuance  to  the  provision^  or  hf^ 
thority  of  the  said  acts,  or  either  of  or. 
inconsistent  with  the  promonsof  ite  • 
be  valid,  and  of  as  full  forte  ind «» 
said  acts  had  not  have  been  repeiKt 

Sec.  2.  And  beit  firthermutd.li- 
habitants  of  the  Citv of  Waskm* 
tinue  to  be  a  body  politic  and  «fg 
name  of  the  "Mayor,  Board  of  if^: 
Board  of  Common  Council,  of  a  C*-- 
ington,"  to  be  elected  by  ballot,  »s^; 
rected ;  and,  by  their  corporate  Dtfte^^- 
be  sued,  implead  and  be  impieaWj- 
and  do  all  other  acts  as  natun^I««*  ^ 
purchase  and  hold  real,  pcrsooa^a'^, 
etty,  or  dispose  of  the  same,  for  »^^ 
city ;  and  may  have  and  use  a  ^^ 
and  alter  the  same  at  pleasure-     A^^t 

Sec  3.  And  be  ««/**^«»^fL^l 
of  the  said  city  shall  be  ^l^ted  a»^^, 
in  June  next,  and  on  the  same dw*, 
year  thereafter,  at  the  same  *"°*"^:i| 
same  manner,  and  by  tbeperwi»?J^j^}[ 
for  members  of  the  Board  o[  Aw^^  A 
Board  of  Common  Counca.   ^^; 


missioners  hereinafter  ^^l^^^°z^i^ 
duplicate  certificates  of  the  «»•    , 
tion  of  Mayor;  and  shall  rero^fj^^f 
of  Aldermen,  and  the  other  w      J 
Common  Council,  on  theMoB»y  ^.^ 
the  election;  and  the  person  M"^.  j^ 
number  of  votes  shall  he  theMap^^; 
two  or  more  persons,  ^jv^^jt^^' 


an  equal  number  of  rotes,  "^ .  o^c^  I 
for  the  Board  of  Aldermen  •d«JJ^,  i^^'l 
mon  Council  to  proceed,  wnOi^^* 
joint  meeting,  to  detcrmiB« "« 
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such  persons.  The  Mayor  shall,  on  the  Monday 
next  ensuing  hiis  election,  before  he  enters  on  the 
duties  of  his  office,  in  thepresence  of  the  Boards  of 
Aldermen  and  Common  Council,  in  joint  meeting, 
take  an  oath,  to  be  administered  b^  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  ^^awiully  to  execute  the  duties  of  his  office, 
to  the  best  of  his  skill  and  judgment,  without  favor  or 
partiality."  He  shall,  ex  officio,  have  and  exercise 
all  the  powers,  authority,  and  jurisdiction,  of  a 
justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Washington, 
within  the  said  county.  He  shall  nominate,  and, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  ap- 
])oint  to  all  offices  under  the  corporation,  (except 
commissioners  of  election,)  and  may  remove  any 
such  officer  from  office  at  his  will  and  pleasure. 
He  shall  appoint  persons  to  fill  up  all  vacancies 
which  may  occur  during  the  recess  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  to  hold  such  appointments  until  the 
end  of  the  then  ensuing  session.  He  may  convene 
the  two  Boards  when,  in  his  opinion,  the  public 
good  may  require  it;  and  he  shall  lay  before 
them,  from  time  to  time,  in  writing,  such  altera- 
tions in  the  laws  of  the  corporation  as  he  may 
deem  necessary  and  proper ;  and  he  shall  receive 
for  his  services,  annually,  a  just  and  reasonable 
compensation,  to  be  allowed  and  fixed  by  the  two 
Boards,  which  shall  neither  be  increased  nor  di- 
minished during  his  continuance  in  office.  Any . 
{)erson  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Mayor  who 
IS  a  free  white  male  citizen  of  the  Unitea  States, 
who  shall  have  attained  to  the  age  of  thirty  years, 
who  shall  have  resided  in  the  said  city  ibr  two 
years  immediately  preceding  his  election,  and  who 
shall  be  the  bona  fide  owner  of  a  freehold  estate  in 
the  said  city;  and  no  other  person  shall  be  eligible 
to  the  said  office.  In  case  of  the  refusal  of  any 
person  to  accept  the  office  of  Mayor,  upon  his 
election  thereto,  or  of  his  death,  resignation,  ina- 
bility, or  removal  from  the  city,  the  said  Boards 
shall  assemble'  and  elect  another  in  his  i)lace,  to 
serve  for  the  remainder  of  the  term,  or  during  such 
inability. 

Sec  4.  And  UU  farther  enaeUd^  That  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  shall  consist  of  two  members,  to  be 
residents  in,  and  chosen  from,  each  ward,  by  the 
qualified  voters  therein,  and  to  be  elected  for  two 
years,  from  the  Monday  next  ensuing  their  elec- 
tion; and  the  Board  of  Common  Council  shall 
consist  of  three  members,  to  be  residents  in,  and 
chosen  from,  each  ward,  by  the  qualified  voters 
therein,  and  to  be  elected  for  one  year,  from  the 
Monday  next  ensuing  their  election;  and  each 
Board  shall  meet  at  the  Council  Chamber,  on  the 
second  Monday  in  June  next,  for  the  despatch  of 
business,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  at  the 
same  hour  on  the  second  Monday  in  June,  in  every 
year  thereafter;  and  at  such  other  times  as  the  two 
Boards  may,  by  law,  direct.  A  majority  of  each 
Board  shall  be  necessary  to  form  a  quorum  to  do 
business,  but  a  less  number  may  adjourn  from  day 
to  day ;  they  may  compel  the  attendance  of  absent 
memoers  in  such  manner,  and  under  such  penal- 
ties, and  allow  such  compensation  for  the  atten- 
dance of  the  members,  as  they  may,  by  law,  pro- 
vide; each  Board  shall  appoint  its  own  President, 
who  shall  preside  during  its  sessions,  and  who 


shall  be  entitled  to  vote  on  all  questions;  they 
shall  settle  their  rules  of  proceedings^  appoint  their 
own  officers,  regulate  their  respective  compensa- 
tions, and  remove  them  at  pleasure;  and  may, 
with  the  concurrence  of  three-iourths  of  the  whole, 
expel  any  member  for  disorderly  behavior,  or  mal- 
conduct  in  office,  but  not  a  second  time  for  the 
same  ofience;  each  Board  shall  keep  a  journal  of 
its  proceedings,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  1^ 
entered  thereon,  at  the  recfuest  of  any  member; 
and  their  deliberations  shall  be  public.  All  ordi- 
nances or  acts,  passed  by  the  two  Boards,  shall  be 
sent  to  the  Mayor  for  his  approbation,  and,  when 
approved  by  him,  shall  be  obligatory  as  such.  But, 
it  the  Mayor  shall  not  approve  of  any  ordinance 
or  act,  so  sent  to  him,  he  shall  return  the  same 
within  five  days,  with  his  reasons  in  writing  there- 
for ;  and  if  two-thirds  of  both  Boards,  on  recon- 
sideration thereof,  agree  to  pass  the  ^ame,  it  shall 
be  in  force,  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  approved 
it ;  but,  if  the  two  Boards  shall,  by  their  aaioum- 
ment,  prevent  its  return,  the  same  shall  not  be  ob- 
ligatory. 

Sec.  5.  Afnd  he  U  fwrtker  enacted^  That  no  per- 
son shall  be  eligible  to  a  seat  in  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen or  Board  of  Common  Council  unless  he 
shall  be  more  than  twenty-five  years  of  age,  a  tree 
white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  shall 
have  been  a  resident  of  the  City  of  Washin^n 
for  one  year  next  preceding  the  day  of  election, 
and  shall,  at  the  time  of  his  election,  be  a  resident 
of  the  ward  for  which  he  shall  be  elected,  and  be 
then  the  bona  fide  owner  of  a  freehold  estate  in  the 
said  city,  and  shall  have  been  assessed  on  the  books 
of  the  corporation,  for  the  year  ending  on  the 
thirty-first  of  December  next  preceding  the  day  of 
election.  And  every  free  wnite  male  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  of  lawful  age,  who  shall  have 
resided  in  the  City  of  Washington  for  one  year 
next  preceding  the  day  of  election,  and  shall  oe  a 
resident  of  the  ward  in  which  he  shall  ofier  to 
vote,  and  who  shall  have  been  assessed,  on  the 
books  of  the  corporation,  for  the  year  ending  on 
the  thirty-first  day  of  December  next  preceding 
the  day  of  election,  and  who  shall  have  paid  aU 
taxes  legally  assessed  and  due  on  personal  property, 
when  legally  required  to  pay  the  same,  and  no 
other  person,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  any  elec- 
tion for  members  of  the  two  Boards.  And  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Register  of  the  city,  or  such 
officer  as  tne  corporation  may  hereafter  direct,  to 
furnish  the  commissioners  of  election,  in  each 
ward,  previous  to  opening  the  polls,  at  every  elec- 
tion, a  list  of  the  persons  having  a  right  to  vote, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  section. 

Sec.  6.  And  ht  it  fwrQwr  enacted,  That  an  elec- 
tion for  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
Board  of  Common  Council,  shall  be  held  on  the 
first  Monday  of  June  next,  and  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  June  annually  thereafter ;  and  all  elections 
shall  be  held  by  three  commissioners  to  be  ap- 
pointed in  each  ward^  by  the  two  boards  in  joint 
meeting,  which  appointment  shall  be  at  least  ten 
days  previous  to  the  day  of  each  election.  And  it 
shall  DC  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  so  appointed 
to  give  at  least  five  days'  previous  public  notice 
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of  the  place  in  each  ward  where  such  elections  are 
to  be  held.  The  commissioners  shall,  before  they 
receive  any  ballot,  seyerally  take  an  oath  or  affir- 
mation, to  be  administered  by  some  justice  of  the 
poice  tor  the  county  of  Washinston,  ''truly  and 
faithfully  to  receive  and  return  the  yotes  ot  such 
persons  as  are  by  law  entitled  to  vote  for  members 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  Board  of  Common 
Council,  in  their  respective  wards,  according  to 
the  best  of  their  judgment  and  understandmg; 
and  not  knowingly  to  receive  or  return  the  vote 
of  any  person  who  is  not  legally  entitled  to  the 
same/'  The  polls  shall  be  opened  at  ten  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  be  closed  at  seven  o'clock  in 
the  evening  ot  the  same  day.  Immediately  on 
closing  the  polls,  the  said  commissioners  for  each 
ward,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  count  the  bal- 
lots, and  make  out,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  a 
correct  return  of  the  jpersons  having  the  sreatest 
number  of  I^;al  votes  for  members  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  for  members  of  the  Board  of  Com- 
mon Council,  respectively,  together  with  the  num- 
ber of  votes  given  to  eacn  person  voted  for ;  and 
the  persons  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes 
for  the  two  Boards  respectively,  shall  be  duly 
elected,  and,  in  all  cases  of  an  equality^  of  votes, 
the  commissioners  shall  decide  the  choice  by  lot. 
The  said  returns  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Mavor. 
on  the  day  succeeding  the  election,  who  shall 
cause  the  result  of  the  election  to  be  published  in 
some  newspaper  printed  in  the  City  of  Washiujir. 
ton ;  a  duplicate  return  shall,  together  with  a  l£t 
of  the  persons  who  voted  at  such  election,  also  be 
made  on  the  day  sucoeedinff  the  election,  to  the 
register  of  the  city,  who  shtul  preserve  and  record 
the  same;  and  shall,  within  two  days  thereafter, 
notify  the  several  persons,  so  returned,  of  their 
election.  And  each  Board  shall  judge  of  the  le- 
gality of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifications, 
of  its  own  members,  and  shall  supply  vacancies 
in  its  own  body,  by  causing  elections  to  be  held  to 
fill  the  same,  and  appoint  commissioners  to  hold 
the  same ;  and  such  commissioners  shall  give  at 
least  five  days'  public  notice  of  the  time  and  place 
of  holding  such  elections ;  each  of  the  members  of 
either  BcArd  shall,  before  entering  on  the  duties  of 
his  office,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  ''  faithfblly 
to  execute  the  duties  of  his  office,  to  the  best  of  has 
knowledge  and  ability,"  which  oath  or  affirma- 
tion shaU  be  administered  by  the  Mayor  or  some 
justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  TVashington. 
Sec.  7.  Asid  he  U  Jurther  enacted.  That  the  cor- 
poration aforesaid  shall  have  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  lay  and  collect  taxes  upon  the  real  and 
personal  property  within  the  said  city,  provided 
that  no  tax  shall  be  laid  upon  real  property,  at  a 
higher  rate  than  three-quarters  of  one  per  centum 
on  the  assessment  valuation  thereof,  excqit  for  the 
special  purposes  hereinafter  provided ;  and  that  qo 
tax  shall  be  laid  upon  the  wearing  apparel,  or 
necessary  tools  and  implements  used  in  carrying 
on  the  trade  or  occupation  of  any  person:  nor 
shall  the  same  be  subject  to  distress  and  sale  for 
any  tax ;  and,  after  providing  for  all  objects  of  a 
general  nature,  the  taxes  raised  on  the  assessable 
property  in  each  ward  shall  be  expended  therein. 


and  in  no  other ;  to  establish  a  bat  ;a| 
with  competoit  authority  to  e&6nt.>si 
tions,  and  to  establish  such  otiw  1^3,1 
may  be  necessary  to  piereDt  tbe  oct- 
coatagious  diseases,  and  for  tk  i^cr.' 
the  h^th  of  the  city;  to  prerattud:  1 
sances;  to  establish  aigkt-wttckcsirv.i 
erect  lamps  in  the  streets ;  toywaem^m 
of  the  Potomac  and  Anaeostii  mmt^^  I 
city;  to  erect,  rqNiir,andiega]atepBk:r| 
and  to  deepen  creeks,  docks,  ud  lia  ^ 
late  the  manner  of  erecting,  and  tkisfe  \ 
age  at,  private  wharves ;  to  regnhftvu 
anchorage,  and  moorii^  of  vessels;  &r 
licensing,  taxing,and  r^[ulatiBf  aBdA-i 
ordinaries,  and  taverns, hackney-caniv&Q 
carts,  and  drays,  paira-biokos,  reafe 
tickets,  money-cliang;ers,aiidliawfc!n&^ 
to  provide  for  licensing,  taiing,  ngilL 
staining  theatrical  or  paUic  siK^iu 
meats ;  to  restrain  or  prohibit  tipptii^::- 
teries,  and  all  kinds  of  gamiig;  ^J^ 
establish  markets ;  toereetandiepiat? 
open  and  keep  in  repair  strati,  25e»i. 
alleys^  drains,  and  sewers,  agTeeai)/T;:^i: 
the  city ;  to  supply  the  city  witk  iffi 
vide  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  ^xskni 
and  measures  as  fixed  byCoagrKi^ 
regulation  of  all  weights  and  meaanei^' 
city;  to  regulate  the  swes^ddiri 
fix  the  rates  or  fees  therefor;  ^W^'^ 

Eevention  and  extinguishnicttt  of  are  - 
te  the  size  of  bricks  to  be  B»*arii«i' 
vide  for  the  inspection  of  lumkeiial®'' 
ing  materials  to  be  sold  in  the  dn:  a ^ 
with  the  approbation  of  thcFrwiite^- 
ted  States,  the  manner  of  mem^-'^ 
rials  to  be  used  in  the  erccU(»  of  ij^  ; 
late  the  inspection  of  tobacco, ««a^" 
lard,  in  caslw  or  boxes,  aod  aWp*;^ 
regulate  the  gauging  of  casks  «e*' 
storage  of  gunpowder,  and  all  w^?  c 
stores,  not  flie  property  of  theUBH*^^ 
the  weight  and  quality  of  ^^ryt 
appropriate  fines,  penalties,  and  »^' 
bfeach  of  their  laws  or  <«^^^^^. 
vide  for  the  appointment  of  in^l^,^;^ 
and  such  other  officers  as  may**^ 
ecute  the  laws  of  the  corporati*       - 
Sec,  S,  AndheU  Jkrtker  «»«^^*^. 
corporation  shall  have  full  V^^^^^a 


than  one  half  of  the  propcrtf  oPf^^^i; 
a  street,  to  cause  the  curb  ^^J^*  ai;# 
foot-ways  to  be  paved,  on  sach^^^ 
and  to  lay  a  tax  on  suck  F^SJlbi^* 
of  the  expense  thereof:  -'^''"^f^t^  ^ 
shall  not  exceed  three  dollaw  FJ^jfff 
upon  a  like  application,  to  ^^^^.^i 
of  any  portion  of  a  street  to  « P^^'^ir:/- 
be  erected  therein,  and  hght  "^^J^^' 
tax,  not  exceeding  the  whole  ?f^^f 
due  proportion,  on  the  lots  ftonttsg  ^^^;., 
of  a  street,  and,  alsq,  to  isofo^  ^ 
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terest  on  the  amounts  of  any  such  taxes,  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  per  centum  per  annum,  when  the  same 
shall  not  have  been  paid  within  thirty  days  after 
the  same  shall  have  become  due.  The  said  cor- 
poration shall  also  have  power  and  authority  to 
provide  for  the  establishment  and  superintendence 
of  public  schools,  and  to  endow  the  same ;  to  es- 
Uibiish  and  erect  hospitals  or  pest-houses,  watch, 
and  work«*houses,  houses  of  correction,  peniten- 
tiary, and  other  public  buildings,  and  to  lay  and  col- 
lect taxes  for  the  expenses  thereof;  to  regulate  party 
or  other  walls  and  fences,  and  to  determine  by 
whom  the  same  shaU  be  kept  in  repair ;  to  cause  new 
alleys  to  be  opened  through  the  squares,  and  to  ex- 
tend those  already  laid  out,  upon  the  application 
of  the  owners  of  more  than  one-half  the  property 
in  such  squares:  Prtyoidoi,  That  the  damages 
which  may  accrue  thereby  to  any  individual  or 
individuals,  shall  be  first  ascertained  by  a  jury,  to 
be  summoned  and  impannelled  by  the  Marshal  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  (and  it  is  hereby  made 
bis  duty  to  summon  and  impannel  the  same,  in  all 
such  cases,  upon  application  to  him  in  writing  by 
the  mayor  of  the  city,)  and  such  damages  to  be 
fMiid  by  the  corporation ;  the  amount  thereof,  and 
:he  expenses  accruing  shall  be  levied  in  due  pro- 
i)ortion  upon  the  individuals  whose  property  on 
such  squares  shall  be  benefited  thereby,  and  cal- 
lected  as  other  taxes  are ;  to  occupy  and  improve, 
for  public  purposes,  by  and  witn  the  consent  ot 
;he  President  of  the  United  States,  anj  part  of  the 
}ublic  and  open  spaces  and  squares  in  said  city, 
lot  interfering  with  any  private  rights ;  to  regu- 
ate  the  admeasurement  and  weight  by  which  all 
articles  brought  into  the  city  for  sale  snail  be  dis- 
posed of;  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  ap- 
>raisersand  measurers  of  builders'  work  and  mate- 
ials,  and  also  of  wood,  coal,  grain,  and  lumber ; 
o  restrain  and  prohibit  the  nightly  and  other  dis- 
Tderly  meetings  of  slaves,  fVee  negroes,  and  mulat- 
oes,  and  to  punish  such  slaves  by  whipping,  not 
occeeding  forty  stripes,  or  by  imprisonment,  not 
exceeding  six  months,  for  any  one  offence,  and  to 
mnish  such  free  negroes  and  mulattoes,  by  i>enal- 
ies,  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars  for  any  one 
>ffence,  and  in  case  of  the  inability  of  any  such 
ree  negro  or  mulatto  to  pay  any  such  penalty  and 
>ost  thereon,  to  cause  him  or  her  to  be  confined  to 
abor  for  any  time  not  exceeding  six  calendar 
nonths ;  to  cause  all  vagrants,  idle,  or  disorderly 
persons,  all  persons  of  evil  life  or  ill  fame,  and  all 
ruch  as  have  no  visible  means  of  support,  or  are 
ikely  to  become  chargeable  to  the  corporation  as 
)aupers,  or  are  found  l^ging  or  drunk  in  or  about 
he  streets,  or  loitering  in  or  about  tippling  houses, 
>r  who  can  ^ow  no  reasonable  cause  of  business 
>r  employment  in  the  city,  and  all  suspicious  per- 
ons  who  have  no  fixed  place  of  residence,  or  who 
cannot  give  a  good  account  of  themselves;  ail 
eavesdroppers  and  nightwalkers ;  all  who  shall  be 
ruilty  of  open  profanity,  or  grossly  indecent  lan- 
raage  or  behaviour  publicly  in  the  streets;  all 
lubuc  prostitutes,  and  such  as  lead  a  notoriously 
ewd  or  lascivious  course  of  life,  and  all  such  as 
:eep  public  gaming  tables,  or  gamins  houses,  to 
jive  security  Tor  their  good  behaviour  for  a  reason- 


able time,  and  to  indemnify  the  city  against  any 
charge  for  their  support ;  and,  in  case  of  their  re- 
fusal or  inability  to  give  such  security,  to  cause 
them  to  be  confined  to  labor  until  such  security 
shall  be  ffiven,  not  exceeding  however  one  year  at 
a  time;  but,  if  they  shall  li^  found  ajjain  offend- 
ing, the  like  proceedings  may  be  agam  had,  and, 
from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  may  be  necessary  \ 
to  enforce  the  departure  of  such  vagrants  and  pau- 
pers as  may  come  into  the  city  to  reside,  unless 
they  shall  give  ample  security  that  they  will  not 
become  chargeaUe  on  the  corporation  for  their 
support ;  to  provide  for  the  binding  out  as  appren- 
tices of  poor  orphan  children,  and  the  chilaren  of 
drunkaras,  vagrants,  and  paupers ;  to  prescribe  the 
terms  and  conditions  upon  which  free  negroes  and 
mulattoes  may  reside  in  the  city;  to  authorize, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  drawing  of  lotteries  for  the  erection 
of  bridges,  and  effecting  any  important  improve- 
ments in  the  city,  which  the  ordinary  revenue 
thereof  will  not  accomplish,  for  the  term  of  ten 
years:  Prwid^^  That  the  amount  so  authorized 
to  be  raised  in  each  year  shall  not  exceed  the  sum 
of  ten  thousand  dollars,  clear  of  expenses ;  to  take 
care  of  and  to  regulate  burial  grounds ;  to  provide 
for  the  registering  of  births,  deaths,  and  mar- 
ria^ ;  to  punish  corporeally  any  colored  servant 
or  slaye  for  a  breach  of  any  of  their  laws  or  ordi- 
nances, unless  the  owner  or  holder  of  such  servant 
or  slave  shall  pay  the  fine  in  such  cases  provided ; 
and  to  pass  all  laws  which  shall  be  deemed  neces- 
sary and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the 
powers  vested  by  this  act  in  the  said  corporation 
or  its  ofilcers. 

Sec  9.  And  he  U  further  enacted,  That  the  Mar- 
shal of  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  receive  aad 
safely  keep  within  the  jail  for  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, at  the  expense  of  the  said  corpomtion,  all 
persons  committed  thereto  under  or  by  authority 
of  the  provisions  of  this  act  And  in  all  cases 
where  suit  shall  be  brought  before  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  for  the  recovery  of  any  fine  or  penalty  aris- 
ing or  incurred  for  a  breach  of  any  law  or  ordi- 
nance of  the  corporation,  execution  shall  aad  may 
be  issued  as  in  all  other  cases  of  small  debts. 

Sec.  10.  And  he  it  fwrther  enacted.  That  real 
property,  whether  improved  or  unimproved,  in  the 
City  01  w  ashington,  on  which  two  or  more  years' 
taxes  shall  have  remained  due  and  unpaid,  or  on 
which  any  special  tax,  imposed  by  virtue  of  au- 
thority of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  have 
remained  unpaid  for  two  or  more  years  after  the 
same  shall  have  become  due,  or  so  much  thereof, 
not  less  than  a  lot,  (when  the  property  upon  which 
the  tax  has  accrued  is  not  less  than  that  quantity,^ 
as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  any  such  taxes,  wim 
all  1^1  costs  and  charges  ari^ng  thereon,  may 
be  sold  at  public  sale  to  satisfy  the  corporation 
therefor :  Provided,  That  public  notice  be  given  of 
the  time  and  place  of  sale,  by  advertising,  once  a 
week,  in  some  newspaper  printed  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  for  at  least  six  months,  where  the  pro- 
perty is  assessed  to  persons  residing  out  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  for  three  months,  where  the  property  is 
assessed  to  persons  residing  in  the  United  States, 
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bat  without  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and  for  six 
weeks,  where  the  property  is  assessed  to  ])ersons 
residing  within  the  District  of  Columbia;  in 
which  advertisement  shall  be  stated  the  number 
of  the  lot  or  lots,  (if  the  square  has  been  divided 
into  lots,)  the  number  of  the  square  or  squares,  or 
other  sufficient  definite  description  of  the  prop- 
erty selected  for  sale,  the  name  of  the  person  or 
persons  to  whom  the  same  may  have  been  asses- 
sed, for  the  respective  years'  taxes  due  thereon,  as 
also  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  the  same  is 
assessed,  and  the  aggregate  amount  of  taxes  due. 
The  purchaser  or  purchasers  of  any  such  property 
shall  pay,  at  the  time  of  such  sale,  the  amount  of 
the  taxes  due  on  the  property  so  purchased  by  him, 
W,  or  them,  respectively,  with  the  amount  of  the 
expanses  of  sale ;  and  he,  she,  or  they,  shall  pay  the 
residue  of  the  purchase  money  within  ten  days  after 
the  expiration  of  two  years  from  the  day  of  sale,  to 
the  collector  of  taxes,  or  other  officer  of  the  Cor- 
poration authorized  to  receive  the  same ;  and  the 
amount  of  such  residue  shall  be  placed  in  the  city 
treasury,  where  it  shall  remain,  subject  to  the  or- 
der of  tne  oriffinai  proprietor  or  proprietors,  his, 
her,  or  their,  legal  representatives ;  and  the  pur- 
chaser or  purchasers  shall  receive  a  title  in  fee 
simple,  in  and  to  the  lot  or  lots  so  sold  and  pur- 
chased, under  the  hand  of  the  Mayor  and  seal  of 
the  Corporation,  which  shall  be  deemed  good  and 
valid  in  law  and  equity:  Provided,  nevertkdess, 
That  if.  within  two  years  from  the  day  of  any 
such  sale,  or  before  such  purchaser  or  purchasers 
shall  have  paid  the  residue  of  the  purchase  money 
as  aforesaid,  the  proprietors  of  any  property  whicn 
shall  have  been  sold  as  aforesaid,  nis,  her,  or  their, 
heirs,  agents,  or  legal  representatives,  shall  repay 
to  such  purchaser  or  purchasers  the  moneys  paid 
for  the  taxes  and  expenses  as  aforesaid,  together 
with  ten  per  centum  per  annum,  as  interest  there- 
on, or  maike  a  tender  thereof  or  shall  deposite  the 
same  in  the  hands  of  the  Mayor  of  the  city  or 
other  officer  of  the  Corporation  appointed  to  re- 
ceive the  same,  for  the  use  of  such  purchaser  or 
purchasers,  and  subject  to  his,  her,  or  their  heirs, 
or  legal  representatives'  order,  of  which  such  pur- 
chaser, his  hein,  or  legal  representatives,  shall  be 
imm^iately  informed  by  notice,  in  some  newspa- 
per printed  in  the  city  of  Washington,  or  other- 
wise he,  she,  or  they,  shall  be  reinstated  in  his,  her, 
or  their,  original  right  and  title,  as  if  no  such  sale 
had  been  made.  And  if  any  such  purchaser  shall 
fail  to  pay  the  residue  of  the  purciiase  money  as 
aforesaid,  within  the  time  required  by  this  section, 
for  any  property  so  purchased  by  him,  he  shall 
pay  ten  per  centum  per  annum,  as  interest  thereon, 
and  in  addition  to  such  residue,  to  be  computed 
from  the  expiration  of  the  two  years  as  aforesaid, 
until  the  actual  payment  of  sucn  residue,  and  the 
receiving  of  a  conveyance  from  the  Corporation  ; 
and  the  said  interest  shall  alike  be  subject  to  the 
order  of  the  original  proprietor  or  proprietors,  as 
the  residue  of  the  purchase  money  as  aforesaid : 
Providedj  also,  That  no  sale  shall  be  made,  in  pur- 
suance of  this  section,  of  any  improved  property 
whereon  there  is  personal  property  of  sufficient 
value  to  pay  the  said  taxes;  and  that  minors, 


mortgagees,  or  others,  having  equitable  interests  in 
real  property,  which  property-  shall  be  sold  for  taxes 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  allowed  one  year  after  such 
minors'  coming  to  or  being  of  full  age,  oi  after 
such  mortgagees  and  others,  having  equitabke  in- 
terests, obtaining  possession  of,  or  a  decree  for  the 
sale  ot  such  property,  to  redeem  the  property  so 
sold  from  the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  tas^  her,  or 
their  assigns,  on  paying  the  amount  of  porciuse 
money  so  paid  therefor,  with  ten  per  cent  interest 
thereon,  as  aforesaid,  and  all  the  taxes  that  hare 
been  paid  thereon  by  the  purchaser,  or  his  assigns, 
between  the  day  of  sale  and  the  period  of  sach 
redemption,  with  ten  per  cent,  interest  on  the 
amount  of  such  taxes,  and  also  the  foil  Talue  of 
the  improvements  which  may  have  been  made  or 
erected  on  such  property,  by  the  porchaser,  or  his 
assifrns,  while  the  same  was  in  nis  or  their  pos- 
session: And  provided,  moreover,  That  where  the 
estate  of  the  tenant  in  default,  as  for  years,  or  for 
life  or  lives,  shall  be  sufficient  to  defray  tlue  taxes 
chargeable  thereupon,  such  estate  only  shall  be 
liable  to  be  sold  under  the  provisions  of'^this  act 

Sec.  11.  And  be  ii  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  collector,  or  other  officer,  (duly 
authorized)  to  postpone,  after  such  adTertisemeaL 
the  sale  or  any  property  advertised  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  forgoing  section,  to  any 
future  day,  for  the  want  of  bidders,  he  giving  palh 
lic  notice  of  such  postponement,  and  the  sale^  stade 
at  such  postponed  time,  shall  be  equally  valid  as  if 
made  on  the  day  stated  in  the  adTertisemeat 

Sec.  12.  And  le  it  further  enacted^  That  the  per- 
son or  persons  appointed  to  collect  any  tax  im- 
posed by  virtue  or  the  powers  granted  by  this  act. 
shall  have  authority  to  collect  the  same  oy  distress 
and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chatt^s  of  the  penoos 
chargeable  therewith ;  but  no  such  sale  ^lall  be 
made  unless  ten  days'  previous  notice  thereof  be 
given  in  some  news^mper  printed  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  and  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of 
Assembly  of  Maryland,  now  in  force  within  the 
county  of  Washington,  relating  to  the  r^i  of  re^ 
plevymg  personal  property  taken  in  execntioo  for 
public  taxes,  shall  apply  to  all  cases  4^  personal 
property  taken  by  distress  to  satisfy  taxes  imposed 
oy  virtue  of  this  act. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  itharther  enadtd^  That  the  levy 
court  of  the  county  of'^Washingtoajm  the  Dbtrict  of 
Columbia,  shall  not  possess  the  power  of  a««'«i»>g 
any  tax  on  property  in  the  city  of  Washington ; 
nor  shall  the  Corporation  of  the  said  city  beo&iged 
to  contribute,  in  any  manner,  towards  tne  expenses 
or  expenditures  of  said  court,  exc^  for  the  cse- 
half  part  of  the  expenses  incurred  on  account  of  the 
orphans'  court,  the  office  of  coroner,  the  jail  of 
said  county,  and  the  opening  and  repairing  olroads 
in  the  county  of  Washington,  east  of  Rock  Credt 
leadlnji^  directly  to  the  city  of  Washinflon ;  box 
the  said  Corporation  shall  have  the  s^  contr^ 
and  management  of  the  bridge  across  or  orer  Roci 
Creek,  at  the  termination  of  K  street  north  ;  aad 
shall  be  chargeable  with  the  expense  of  keepi^ 
the  same  in  repair,  and  rebuilding  it  when  ae^ 
cessary. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  fif/r^ter  enacted,  That  the  dak 
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of  the  circuit  court,  and  the  register  of  wills,  for 
the  county  of  Washington,  respectively,  shall  fur- 
nish the  register  of  the  city,  or  other  officer  of  the 
Corporation,  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  on  or 
about  the  first  Monday  in  January  and  July,  in 
every  year,  correct  lists  of  the  transfers  of  real  pro- 
perty in  the  city,  during  the  next  preceding  naif 
year,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained  b)r  the  records  in 
their  respective  offices ;  and  the  said  Corporation 
shall  maxe  to  the  said  clerk  and  register  of  wills 
such  compensation  therefor,  as  shall  be  agreed  on 
between  tne  respective  parties,  not  exceeding  six 
cents  for  each  transfer  on  such  lists. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Public  Buildings,  or  other  person 
appointed  to  superintend  the  United  States'  dis- 
bursements in  the  City  of  Washington,  shall  reim- 
burse to  the  said  corporation  a  just  proportion  of 
d^ny  expense  which  may  hereafter  be  incurred  in 
Isiying  open,  paving,  or  otherwise  improving^  any 
of  the  streets  or  avenues  in  front  of  or  adjoining 
to,  or  which  may  pass  through  or  between,  any  of 
the  public  squares  or  reservations ;  which  propor- 
tion shall  determined  by  a  comjiarison  of  the  length 
3f  the  front  or  fronts  of  the  said  squares  or  reser- 
vations of  the  United  States  on  any  such  street  or 
ivenue,  with  the  whole  extent  of  the  two  sides 
thereof;  and  he  shall  cause  the  curb-stones  to  be 
set,  and  foot-ways  to  be  paved,  on  the  side  or  sides 
)f  any  such  street  or  avenue,  whenever  the  said 
corporation  shall  by  law  direct  such  improvements 
:o  be  made  by  the  proprietors  of  the  lots  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  any  such  street  or  avenue,  or  adjacent 
:o  anv  such  square  or  reservation;  and  he  shallcause 
he  foot-ways  to  be  paved,  and  the  curb-stones  to 
)e  set,  in  front  of  any  lot  or  lots  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  when  the  like  improvements  shall 
)e  ordered  by  the  corporation,  in  front  of  the  lots 
idjoining  or  squares  adjacent  thereto ;  and  he  shall 
lefray  the  expenses  directed  by  this  section  out  of 
my  moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of  lots  in  the 
^ity  of  Washington  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
nd  from  no  other  fund. 

Sec.  16.  And  he  il  further  enactedj  That  the  pres- 
ent Boards  of  Aldermen  and  Common  Council 
hall,  before  the  last  Monday  in  May  next,  divide 
he  said  city  into  as  many  wards  as  in  their  opin- 
on  shall  be  most  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the 
;ity ;  and  the  Boards  of  Aldermen  and  Common 
Council  may  from  time  to  time,  as  the  interests  of 
he  city  shall  require,  alter  the  number  and  bound- 
iries  of  the  said  wards :  Pnmded^  That  the  said 
nrards  shall  at  all  times  be  so  laid  off,  altered,  and 
)ounded,  that  each  ward  shall  comprise,  as  near 
is  may  oe,  an  equal  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
he  said  city :  Aaid  provided^  however^  That  if  such 
livision  shall  not  be  made  prior  to  the  said  last 
Monday  in  May^  then  the  said  city  shall  be  divided 
nto  six  wards,  m  manner  following,  to  wit :  All 
hat  part  of  said  city  westward  of  Sixteenth  street 
vest  shall  constitute  the  first ;  that  part  to  the  east- 
ward of  Sixteenth  street  west,  and  to  the  westward 
if  Tenth  street  west,  shall  constitute  the  second ; 
hat  part  to  the  eastward  of  Tenth  street  west,  to 
he  westward  of  First  street  west,  and  to  the  north- 
ward of  K  street  south,  shall  constitute  the  third ; 


that  part  to  the  eastward  of  First  street  west,  to 
the  westward  of  Eighth  street  east,  and  to  the 
northward  of  E  street  south,  shall  constitute  the 
fourth ;  that  part  to  the  eastward  of  Tenth  street 
east,  to  the  westward  of  Fourth  street  east,  and  to 
the  southward  of  E  street  south,  shall  constitute 
the  fifth ;  and  the  residue  of  the  city  shall  consti- 
tute the  sixth  ward.  The  expenses  which  may  be 
incurred  in  improving  and  repairing  the  streets 
which  form  the  boundaries  of  the  several  wards 
shall  be  defrayed  out  of  the  taxes  raised  in  the  sev- 
eral wards  which  adjoin  the  same,  respectively,  in 
equal  proportions;  and  the  present  Boards  ot  Al- 
dermen and  Common  Council  shall,  before  the  first 
Monday  in  June  next,  apportion  by  law  such  por- 
tions ot  the  debt  of  the  city  as  have  been  hereto- 
fore chargeable  to  the  existing  wards  amongst  the 
wards  established  by  this  section,  upon  just  and 
equitable  principles.  And  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
shall,  so  soon  as  the  same  shall  have  been  organ- 
ized, on  the  second  Monday  in  June  next,  divide 
the  members  into  two  classes,  in  manner  follow- 
ing, to  wit :  Those  members  who  are  now  in  office, 
and  by  virtue  of  their  election  in  June  last  shall 
be  entitled  to  take  their  seats  in  the  new  board,  as 
members  from  the  wards  in  which  they  shall 
respectively  reside,  shall  be  placed  in  the  first  class ; 
and  those  members  who  shall  be  elected  from  the 
same  wards  in  June  next  shall  be  placed  in  the  sec- 
ond class ;  and  the  other  members  shall  be  placed 
in  their  respective  classes  by  lot ;  and  the  seats  of 
the  first  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the  end  of  the 
first  year,  and  the  seats  of  the  second  class  shall 
be  vacated  at  the  end  of  the  second  year ;  so  that 
one  member  shall  be  elected  in  each  ward  every 
year  thereafter.  And  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  shall  be  hereafter  ex  officio  justices  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  of  Washington,  unless  hold- 
ing commissions  in  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec  17.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act 
shall  continue  in  force  for  and  during  the  term  of 
twenty  years,  and  until  Congress  shaU  by  law  de- 
termine otherwise. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 


An  Act  proTiding  for  the  better  organization  of  the 

Treasury  Department. 

Be  it  enacted,  c^c.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such 
officer  of  the  Treasury  Department  as  the  President 
of  the  United  States  shaU,  from  time  to  time,  de- 
signate for  that  purpose,  as  the  agent  of  the  Trea- 
sury, to  direct  and  superintend  aQ  orders,  suits,  or 
proceedin£;s,  in  law  or  equity,  for  the  recovery  of 
money,  battels,  lands,  tenements,  or  heredita- 
ments, in  the  name,  and  for  the  use,  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  if  any 
collector  of  the  revenue,  receiver  of  jniblic  money, 
or  other  officer,  who  shall  have  received  the  pub- 
lic money  before  it  is  paid  into  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  shall  fail  to  render  his  account, 
or  pay  over  the  same  in  the  manner,  or  within  the 
time,  required  by  law,  it  shall  be  tne  duty  of  the 
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First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  to  be 
stated  the  account  of  such  collector,  receiver  of 
public  money,  or  other  officer,  exhibiting  truly  the 
amount  due  to  the  United  States,  and  certify  the 
same  to  the  agent  of  the  Treasury,  who  is  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  issue  a  warrant  of  dis- 
tress against  soich  delinquent  officer  and  his  sureties, 
directed  to  the  marshal  of  the  district  in  which 
such  delinquent  officer  and  his  surety  or  sureties 
shall  reside ;  and  where  the  said  omcer  and  his 
suretv  or  sureties  shall  reside  in  different  districts, 
or  wnere  they,  or  either  of  them,  shall  reside  in  a 
district  other  than  that  in  which  the  estate  of 
either  may  be  situate,  which  may  be  intended  to 
be  taken  and  sold,  then  such  warrant  shall  be  di- 
rected to  the  marshals  of  such  districts,  and  to 
their  deputies,  respectively  5   therein   specifying 
the  amount  with  which  such  delinquent  is  charge- 
able, and  such  sums,  if  any,  which  have  been  paid. 
And  the  marshal  authorized  to  execute  such  war- 
ranty shall,  by  himself  or  by  his  deputy,  proceed  to 
levv  and  collect  the  sum  remaining  due,  by  distress 
ana  sale  of  the  gpods  and  chattels  of  such  delin- 
quent officer,  having  given  ten  days'  previous  no- 
tice of  such  intended  sale,  by  affixing  an  advertise- 
ment of  the  articles  to  be  sold  at  two  or  more  pub- 
lic places  in  the  town  or  county  where  the  said 
goods  or  chattels  were  taken,  or  in  the  -town  or 
county  where  the  owner  of  such  goods  or  chattels 
may  reside ;  and  if  the  goods  and  chattels  be  not 
sumcient  to  satisfy  the  said  warrant,  the  same 
may  be  levied  upon  the  person  of  such  officer,  who 
may  be  committed  to  prison,  there  to  remain  until 
discharged  by  due  course  of  law.    Notwithstand- 
ing the  commitment  of  such  officer,  or  if  he  ab- 
scond, or  if  goods  and  chattels  cannot  be  found 
sufficient  to  satisfy  the  said  warrant,  the  marshal 
or  his  deputy  may  and  shall  proceed  to  levy  and  col- 
lect the  sum  which  remains  due  by  such  delinquent 
officer,  by  the  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and 
chattels  of  the  surety  or  sureties  of  such  officer ; 
havinff  given  ten  days'  previous  notice  of  such  in- 
tended ^e,  bv  affixing  an  advertisement  of  the  ar- 
ticles to  be  sold  at  two  or  more  public  places  in  the 
town  or  county  where  the  said  goods  or  chat- 
tels were  taken,  or  in  the  town  or  county  where 
the  owner  of  such  goods  or  chattels  resides.    And 
the  amount  due  by  any  such  officer  as  aforesaid 
shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  a 
lien  upon  the  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments, 
of  such  officer  and  his  sureties,  from  the  date  of  a 
lev)[in  pursuance  of  the  warrant  of  distress  issued 
against  him  or  them,  and  a  record  thereof  made  in 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  the 
proper  district,  until  the  same  shall  be  discharged 
according  to  law.    And  for  want  of  goods  and 
chattels  of  such  officer,  or  his  surety  or  sureties, 
sufficient  to  satisfy  any  warrant  of  distress  issued 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  lands, 
tenements,  and  hereditaments,  of  such  officer,  and 
his  surety  or  sureties,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may 
be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  after  being  adver- 
tised for  at  least  three  weeks  in  not  less  than  three 
public  places  in  the  county  or  district  where  such 
real  estate  is  situate,  prior  to  the  time  of  sale,  may 
and  shall  be  sold  by  the  marshal  of  such  district 
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or  his  deputy ;  and  for  all  b^ 
hereditaments,  sold  in  pursrann::  j 
aforesaid,  the  conveyance  of  ihciif. 
a  deputies,  executed  in  doe  formc:'r 
valid  title  against  all  persoos  das?.. 
delinquent  officer,  or  bis  sarety  c?  ^ 
all  moneys  which  may  remaia  i  t-r 
such  sales,  after  sati^yiog  the  !i^  r 
distress,   and  paying  the  foscuL 
charges  of  the  sale,  shall  be  x&^t 
linquent   officer  or  saretr,  ss  h  i-: 
Prodded^    That  the  summary  j?5P»  • 
rected  shall  not  affect  any  surety  i;l> 
the  United  States,  who  became  hn^ 
ted  States  before  the  passmgoftbr 
and  every  sach  officer  shall  oq  or  j^- 
tieth  day  of  September  next,  gfre  it 
cient  sureties  for  the  perfonaaKf 
required  of  such  officer. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  ttfirther  aanA  T2 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  SeptODte;: 
officer  employed,  or  who  has  heml'' 
ployed,  in  the  civil,  militanr,  or wnir 
of  the  Government,  to  disburse  tit- 
appropriated  for  the  aervict  otikses- 
respectively,  shall  fail  to  render  br 
pay  over,  in  the  manner,  and  in  ik^' 
by  law,  or  the  regulations  of  tifd^i 
which  he  is  accountaWe,anTas:: 
maining  in  the  hands  of  sscltofir? 
the  duty  of  the  First  or  SecoDdCor 
Treasury,  as  the  case  may  be.  vhosa. 
with  the  revision  of  theacoaiBflx' 
to  cause  to  be  stated,  and  certifr^-., 
such  delinquent  officer  to  theafBi'i -: 
who  is  hereby  authorized  and  wqc^'sip-" 
to  proceed  against  such  deliuqoa^^ 
manner  directed  in  the  pwcef^j^-"  • 
provisions  of  which  are  hereby  d«iff£t 
caWe  to  every  officer  of  tbe  Gores? 
with  the  disbursement  o{tbepak'^\ 
their  sureties,  in  the  same  tjam^;  '^ 
extent,  as  if  thejr  had  been  dw*^" 
rated  in  the  said  sccdon . /w*^^^ 
That  the  said  agent  of  tbe  TntJ;' ^ 
probation  of  the  Secretary  of  tbl^ . 
arising  under  this  or  the  P5^^  • 
postpone,  for  a  reasonable  ti»»* ^ 
the  prroceedings  required  by  ^^  j. 
opinion,  the  public  interest  wil^' 
by  such  postponement.  , «, 

Sec.  4.  And  he  U  ^'^^fjfl^- 
person  should  consider  ^i"*^*^*- 
warrant  issued  under  this  a^^^^J^ 
of  complaint  to  any  district  m^ 
States,  setting  forth  therein  the»^ 
of  the  injury  of  which  he  mf^'^. 
upon  the  judge  aforesaid  maT;if>J^^^ 
case  requires  it,  grant  t^  ^^^KTcrk:''' 
ceedinffson  such  warrant ^^^^"^  \ 
thereof  as  the  nature  of  t*»«?!^J^Kf.fi' 
injunction  shall  issue  till  the  p^^,. 
the  same  shall  give  hand,  m  ^v^ 
conditioned  for  the  performan J  °'^ 
as  shall  be  awarded  against  tw  ^7^ 
such  amount  as  the  juoge  P'^^ 
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scribe ;  nor  uiaJl  the  issuing  of  such  in- 
Ln  any  manner  impair  the  hen  produced 
isuin^  of  such  warrant.  And  the  same 
igs  shall  be  had  on  such  injunction  as  in 
es,  except  that  no  answer  shall  be  neces- 
cie  part  of  the  United  States ;  and  if,  upon 
g  the  injunction,  it  shall  apjpear,  to  the 
on  of  the  judge  who  shall  decide  upon  the 
It  the  application  for  the  injunction  was 
>r  delay,  in  addition  to  the  lawful  interest 
all  be  assessed  on  all  sums  which  may  be 
e  against  the  complainant,  the  said  judge 
authorized  to  add  such  damages  as  that, 
;  la^wful  interest,  it  shall  not  exceed  the 
m  per  centum  per  annum  on  the  principal 

>.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  such  in- 
ma^  be  granted  or  dissolved  by  sucli 
ther  in  or  out  of  court. 
5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
^lall  consider  himself  aggrieved  by  the  de- 
'  such  judge,  either  in  refusing  to  issue  the 
Dn,  or,  if  granted,  on  its  dissolution,  it  shall 
letent  for  such  person  to  la ^  a  copy  of  the 
Dgs  had  before  the  district  judge,  before  a 
'  the  Supreme  Court,  to  whom  authority 
Y  given,  either  to  grant  the  injunction,  or 
an  appoil,  as  the  case  may  be,  if,  in  the 
of  such  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the 
f  the  case  requires  it ;  and  thereupon  the 
oceedings  shall  be  had  upon  such  mjunc- 
the  circuit  court,  as  are  prescribed  in  the 
court,  and  subject  to  the  same  conditions 
spects  whatsoever. 

7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  at- 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  several  judi- 
tricts  of  the  United  States,  in  the  prosecu- 
all  suits  in  the  same,  in  the  name  and  for 
efit  of  the  United  States,  shall  conform  to 
lirections  and  instructions,  touching  the 
s  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  ffiven  to  them 
ivelv,  by  the  said  asent  of  the  Treasury, 
shall,  moreover,  be  the  duty  of  each  of  the 
orneys,  immediateljr  after  the  end  of  every 
'  the  district  and  circuit  courts,  or  of  any 
ourt,  in  which  any  suit  or  action  may  be 
g,on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  under  the 
)n  ofanv  district  attorney,  to  forward  to  the 
;ent  of  tne  Treasury  a  statement  of  the  cases 
have  been  decided,  during  the  said  term, 
»  with  such  information  touching  such  cases 
f  not  have  been  decided,  as  may  be  required 
said  oflicer. 

.  8.  And  he  il  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
ity  of  the  clerks  of  the  district  and  circuit 
» within  thirty  days  after  the  adjournment 
h  successive  t^m  of  the  said  courts  respec- 
,  to  forward  to  the  said  agent  of  the  Treasury 
of  all  judgments  and  decrees  which  have 
altered  in  the  said  courts  respectively,  during 
erm,  to  which  the  United  States  are  parties. 
Dg  the  amount  which  has  been  so  adjusted 
creed  for  or  against  the  United  States,  and 
g  the  term  to  which  execution  thereon  will 
urnable.  And  it  shall,  in  like  manner^  be  the 
)f  the  marshals  of  the  several  judicial  dis- 


tricts of  the  United  States,  within  thirty  days  be- 
fore the  commencement  of  the  several  terms  of  the 
said  courts,  to  make  returns  to  the  said  agent,  of 
the  proceedini^  which  have  taken  nbice  upon  all 
writs  of  execution  or  other  process  which  have  been 
placed  in  his  hands  for  the  collection  of  the  money 
which  had  been  so  adjudged  and  decreed  to  the 
United  States,  in  the  said  courts  respectively. 

Sec.  9.  Andbe  it  further  enacted,  Tnat  nothing  in 
this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  take  away 
or  impair  any  right  or  ifemedy  which  the  United 

j  States  now  have,  by  law,  for  the  recovery  of  taxes, 

!  debts,  or  demands. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 

An  Act  aathorizing  the  bnilding  of  %  certain  number 
of  small  VeBsels  of  War,  di&c 

Be  ii  enacted,  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  is  nereby  authorized  to  cause  to  be 
built  and  equipped  any  number  of  small  vessels 
of  vrar  (not  exceeding  five)  which,  in  his  judg- 
ment, the  public  service  may  require;  the  said 
vessels  to  be  of  a  force  not  more  than  twelve  ffuns 
each,  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  President. 
And,  for  carrymg  this  act  into  effect,  the  sum  of 
sixty  thousand  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated,  to 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 


An  Act  to  revive  and  continiie  in  ibree  an  act,  enti- 
tled *<An  act  to  provide  for  persons  who  were  disa- 
bled by  known  woonds,  received  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,"  and  for  other  purpoeea. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary  war,"  passed 
on  the  tenth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  six ;  and  limited,  as  in  said  act  declared,  to 
the  term  of  six  years,  and  afterwards  revived  and 
continued  in  force  by  an  act,  entitled  ''An  [act]  to 
revive  and  continue  in  force  'An  act  to  provide 
for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known  wounds 
received  in  the  Revolutionary  war,"  and  for  other 
purposes,  for  and  during  the  term  of  six  years,"  as 
in  the  said  act  is  declared,  shall  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  revived,  and  is  continued  in  force  for 
one  year,  and  no  longer,  from  the  passing  of  this 
act :  Provided,  That  this  act  shall  not  be  construed 
to  repeal  or  make  void  the  fourth  section  of  an 
act,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  invalid  pensions." 
passed,  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand  ei^nt 
hundred  and  nineteen ;  but  the  said  fourth  section 
of  the  said  last  mentioned  act  shall  be,  and  hereby 
is  declared  to  be,  in  full  force  and  effect;  any 
thing  in  the  said  act,  hereby  revived  and  made 
perpetual,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  me  right 
any  person  now  has,  or  may  hereafter  acquire,  to 
receive  a  pension  in  virtue  of  any  law  of  the 
United  States,  be  considered  to  commence  at  the 
time  of  completing  his  testimony,  pursuant  to  the 
act  hereby  revived  and  continued  in  force. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enctcted,  That  the  affents 
for  the  payment  of  invalid  pensioners  of  theUni- 
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ted  States  shall,  in  future,  be  required  to  give  bond, 
with  two  or  more  sureties,  to  be  approTed  by  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  in  a  sum 
not  exceeding  fire  thousand  dollars,  for  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  the  duties  confided  to  them,  re- 
spec  tiyely. 
Approved,  May  15, 1820. 


An  Act  designating  the  ports  within  which  only  for- 
eign armed  Tessels  shall  be  permitted  to  enter. 

Be  a  enacted,  fc,  That,  after  the  first  day  of 
Julv.  one  thousand  eight  nundred  and  twenty,  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  foreign  armed  vessels 
to  enter  any  harbor  belooffing  to  the  United  States, 
excepting  only  those  oi  Portland,  Boston,  New 
Lonaon,New  York,  Philadelphia,  Norfolk,  Smith- 
ville,  in  North  Carolina,  Charleston,  and  Mobile ; 
unless  when  such  vessels  shall  be  forced  in  by  dis- 
tress ;  by  the  dangers  of  the  sea.  or  by  being  pur- 
sued by  an  enemy,  and  be  unable  to  make  any  of 
the  ports  above  mentioned;  in  which  cases,  the 
commanding  officer  shall  immediately  report  his 
vessel  to  the  collector  of  the  district,  stating  the 
object  or  causes  of  his  entering  such  harbor ;  shall 
take  such  position  therein  as  shall  be  assigned  him 
by  such  collector ;  and  shall  conform  himself  to 
such  rmilations  as  shall  be  signified  to  him  by  the 
said  coUector,  under  the  authority  and  directions 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  U  it  fwriher  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  President  of  the  IFnited  States  to 
employ  such  part  of  the  land  and  naval  forces  of 
the  United  States,  or  the  militia  thereof^  as  he  may 
deem  necessary  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the 
first  section  of^ this  act;  and  the  President  shall 
also  be  authorized  to  employ  such  forces  to  pre- 
vent any  forei|^n  armed  vessel  from  entering  or  re- 
maining within  any  waters  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States,  except  such  as  shall  lie  in 
her  direct  course  in  entering  from  sea,  or  leaving, 
to  proceed  to  sea,  either  of  the  harbors  above  men- 
tioned. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act 
shall  continue  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  July, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  and 
no  longer. 

Approved,  May  15,  1820. 


An  Act  for  altering  the  times  for  holding  the  Circait 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Western  District 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  terms  of  the  district 
court  for  the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania, 
which  are  now  directed  by  law  to  be  holden  on  i^e 
first  Mondays  of  the  months  of  June  and  Decem- 
ber, in  each  year,  shall  hereafter  be  holden  for  the 
said  district,  on  the  first  Monday  in  May,  and  sec- 
ond Monday  in  October,  in  each  year. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  actions, 
suits,  process,  pleadings^  and  other  proceedings, 
commenced  or  pending  m  the  said  district  court, 
shall  be  as  good  and  valid  to  the  said  first  Monday 
in  May,  and  second  Monday  in  October,  in  each 
year,  as  if  this  change  had  not  been  made,  any  law 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 


Sec.  3.  And  be  it  pertker  ossa:^ 
and  'writs  of  error  shall  lie  finn  «. , 
said  district  court  for  the  westn  i<r- 
sylvan  ia,  Tirhen  exercisiog  the  kvt 
court,  to  the  Supreme  Cconolt^r:^ 
in  the  same  manner  as  fnni  cffx  ] 
that  so  mach  of  the  fourth  sectiK  < 
titled  ^^An  act  to  divide  the  Staie:f  ?• 
into  two  judicial  districts."  ytsei : 
tieth  day  of  April,  one  tkoasaM  i: 
and  eighteen,  as  provides  thatwrs  ■ 
lie  from  decisions  in  the  said  iierr 
circuit  court  in  the  eastern  distrirt  ■ 
nia  be,  and  the  same  is  herelrf,  re^- 

Sec.  4.  Andbeit  JwriktrmlikL't 
be  allowed  to  the  district  attariKTx 
shalof  the  said  western  distnctctr 
and  the  northern  district  of  KevYz 
sum  of  two  hundred  doUusistl.  . 
from  the  twentieth  day  of  Apn. 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen;  to  bfn 
at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  S(b 

Approved,  May  15, 18^ 


An  Act  supplementary  to  in  act,  &:.• 

oonceroiDg  miigiim.' 

Be  U  enacted,  fc,  That,  fiomiur 
tieth  day  of  September  next,  the psr 
ted  States  shall  be  and  remaio  el(s^- 
vessel  owned  wholljrorinpaitVi- 
jects  of  His  Britannic  Majesty, cct  '- 
by  sea,  from  any  port  or  pliceii  r 
Lower  Canada,  or  coming  or  ii^ 
port  or  place  in  the  proyinceo/.w'^ 
the  provmce  of  Nova  Scotit,tkat 
foundland,  St.  Johns  or  Cipe  ps: 
pendencies  of  any  of  than,  theeaat. 
the  Bahama  islands,  the  isUiia^ 
the  dependencies  of  any  «j^J ;. 
other  port  or  place  in  anf  iw^^, 
or  possession  under  the  domuas  a  -  ; 
in  the  West  Indies,  or  on  the*?  : 
rica,  south  of  the  southern  w"^;^ 
States,  and  not  included  ^J»;'j,y 
this  act  is  supplemeDtaiy.  ^  .w  v 
so  excluded  from  the  pwte«*  C^s 
that  shall  enter  or  a«cmpic*J'^.^ 

violation  of  this  act,  ^^^^-z 
parel,  and  furniture,  tocetba^*^. 

board  such  vessel,  be  forf^^^tl: 

Sec  2.  AndbeitfiirtAera^^^^^, 

after  the  thirtieth  day  of  Septem^";^-. 

consignee,  or  agent,  of  «^^J^^gfcV 
or  in  part  by  a  subject  or  sub^'u,,. 
Majesty,  which  shall  hare  to»J 
anyVrt  of  the  United  Stir2^7,'e 

which  shall  have  been  th/w'*^^ 
any  article  or  articles  of  twP^, 
manufacture,  of  the  United  &a^^^^ 
visions  and  sea-stores  ncces»n_^  ^ . 

before  such  vessel  shall  J»j;^5iaje^ ' 
at  the  custom-house,  give  w«J»  _jj. . 
value  of  such  articte  or  amcie,   ^, 

sureties,  to  the  satisfactwBJ^' "^^c 
the  article  or  articles  so  todeB» 
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portation,  shall  be  landed  in  some  port 
tier  than  a  port  or  place  in  any  province, 
ony,  territory,  or  possession,  belonging 
itannic  Majest)r,  that  is  mentioned  or 
in  this  act,  or  in  the  act  to  which  this 
ilementary.  And  every  such  vessel  that 
or  attempt  to  sail,  from  any  port  of  the 
ates,  i^ithout  having  complied  with  the 

aforesaid,  by  giving  bond  as  aforesaid, 
I  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  to- 
;h  the  article  or  articles  aforesaid,  laden 
the  same  as  aforesaid,  be  forfeited  to  the 
tates:    Prcvidcd,   That  nothing  herein 

shall  be  deemed  or  construed  so  as  to 
ly  provision  of  the  convention  to  r^u- 
lerce  between  the  territories  of  the  Uni- 
;  and  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  signed 
day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
1. 

And  le  U  further  enacted^  That,  from  and 
hirtieth  day  of  Septtoiber  next,  no  goods, 

merchandise,  shall  be  imported  into  the 
•tates  of  America  from  the  |^ovince  of 
otia,  the  province  of  New  Brunswick, 
s  of  Cape  Breton,  St.  Johns,  Newfound- 
their  respective  dependencies,  from  the 

islands,  the  Bahama  islands,  the  islands 
licos,  or  either  or  any  of  the  aforesaid 
IS,  islands,  or  places,  or  from  any  other 

possession,  plantation,  island,  or  place, 
!  dominion  ot  Great  Britain  in  the  West 
'  on  the  continent  of  America,  south  of 
em  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  ex- 
'  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  as 

and  wholly  of  the  growth,  produce^  or 
ture,  of  the  province,  colony,  plantation, 
ossession,  or  place  aforesaid,  where  .the 
ill  be  laden,  and  from  whence  such  goods. 
:  merchandise,  shall  be  directly  importea 
United  States ;  and  all  goods,  vrares,  and 
dise,  imported,  or  attempted  to  be  imported. 
United  States  of  America,  contrary  to  the 
is  of  this  act,  together  with  the  vessel  on 
which  the  same  shall  be  laden^  her  tackle, 
and  furniture,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the 
States. 

u  And  he  U  further  encuied,  That  the  form 
K)nd  aforesaid  shall  be  prescibed,  and  the 
all  be  discharged,  and  all  penalties  and 
es,  incurred  under  this  act,  shall  be  sued 
vered,  distributed,  and  accounted  for,  and 
le  may  be  mitigated,  or  remitted,  in  the 
,  and  according  to  the  provisions,  of  the 
rhich  this  act  is  supplementary. 
>ved,  May  15, 1820. 


to  authorise  the  appointment  of  commiMionors 
10  lay  oat  the  road  therein  mentioned. 

reas,  by  the  continuation  of  the  Cumber- 
id  from  Wheeling,  in  the  State  of  Virffinia, 
I  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  lUi- 
le  lands  of  the  States  may  become  more 


€ — 


enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
tes be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  ap- 


point three  impartial  and  judicious  persons,  not 
oeing  citizens  of  any  of  the  States  aforesaid,  to 
be  commissioners,  and,  in  case  of  the  death  or  re- 
signation of  any  of  them,  to  appoint  other  and  like 
persons  in  their  place,  wno  shall  havepower  care- 
fully to  examine  the  country  between  Wheeling  in 
the  State  of  Virginia,  and  a  point  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  to  be  chosen  by  said  com- 
missioners^ between  St.  Louis,  and  the  mouth  of 
the  Illinois  river,  and  to  lay  out  a  road  from 
Wheeling,  aforesaid,  to  the  point  so  to  be  chosen 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi ;  the  said 
road  to  be  on  a  straight  line,  or  as  nearlv  so  as, 
having  a  due  regard  to  the  condition  ana  situa- 
ation  of  the  ground  and  water-courses  over  which 
the  same  shall  be  laid  out,  shall  be  deemed  ex- 
pedient and  practicable.  And  said  commission- 
ers shall  have  power  to  employ  able  surveyors, 
chainbearers,  and  other  necessary  assistants,  in 
laying  out  said  road  -,  and  so  much  of  the  lanas  of 
the  United  States  as  may  be  included  within  the 
same,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  reserved 
and  excepted  from  the  sales  of  the  puolic  lands. 
The  said  road  to  be  eighty  feet  wide,  and  desig- 
nated by  marked  trees,  stakes,  or  other  conspicuous 
monuments,  at  the  distance  of  every  quarter  of  a 
mUe,  and  at  every  angle  of  deviation  from  a 
straight  line.  And  the  said  commissioners  shall 
cause  to  be  made,  and  delivered  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  an  accurate  plan  of  said  road, 
so  laid  out  by  them  as  aforesaid,  with  a  written 
report  of  their  proceedings,  describing  therein  the 
State  lines  crossed,  and  tne  marks,  monuments, 
courses,  and  distances,  by  which  the  said  roaa 
shall  be  designated ;  describing,  also,  the  water- 
courses, and  the  nature  and  quality  of  the  ground 
over  wnich  the  same  shall  be  laid  out ;  they  shall, 
moreover,  divide  said  road  into  sections  of  not 
more  than  ten,  nor  less  than  five,  miles  long,  no- 
ticing the  materials  that  may  be  used  in  making 
and  giving  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  making 
each  section  of  the  road  aforesaid. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  com- 
missioners, surveyors,  chainbearers^  and  other  ne- 
cessary assistants,  to  be  appointed  m  pursuance  of 
this  act,  shall  severally  take  an  oath,  or  affirma- 
tion, faithfully  and  diligently  to  perform  their 
res{^ctive  duties,  and  shul  receive,  in  full  com- 
pensation for  their  services  and  expenses,  each 
commissioner  six  dollars,  each  surveyor  three  dol- 
lars, and  each  other  necessary  assistant  one  dollar, 
for  each  day  in  which  they  shall  be  necessarily 
employed  in  the  service  aforesaid :  Provided^  air 
vaye^  and  U  is  hereby  enacted  and  dedared,  That 
nothing  in  this  act  contained,  or  that  shall  be  done 
in  pursuance  thereof^  shall  be  deemed  or  construed 
to  imply  any  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  to  make,  or  to  defray  the  expense  of  making, 
the  road  hereby  authorized  to  be  laid  out,  or  of  any^ 
part  thereof. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  ten  thou- 
sand dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  be,  and  are 
hereby,  appropriated  to  defray  the  expense  of  lay- 
ing out  the  road  aforesaid. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 
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An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  inhttbitanti  of  the  Tillage 
of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illinoia. 

Be  it  enacUdy  ^c,  That  erery  person,  or  the  lec^al 
representatires  of  every  person^  who  claims  a  lot 
or  lots  in  the  village  ot  Peoria,  in  the  State  of 
Illinois,  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October 
next,  deliver  to  the  register  of  the  land  office  for 
the  district  of  Ed  wards  ville.  a  notice,  in  writing, 
of  his  or  her  claim ;  and  it  snail  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  register  to  make  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury a  report  of  all  claims  filed  with  the  said  re- 
gister. With  the  substance  of  the  evidence  in  sup- 
port thereof;  and,  also,  his  opinion  and  such 
remarks  respecting  the  claims  as  he  may  think 
proper  to  make ;  which  report^  together  witn  a  list 
of  tne  claims  which,  in  the  opmion  of  said  register, 
ought  to  be  confirmed,  shall  oe  laid,  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  before  Congress  for  their 
determination.  And  the  said  register  shall  be  al- 
lowed twenty-five  cents  for  each  claim  on  which 
a  decision  shall  be  made,  whether  such  decision 
shall  be  in  favor  or  against  the  claims ;  which  al- 
lowance shall  be  in  full  for  his  services  under 
this  act. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 

An  Act  to  impose  a  new  tonnage  duty  on  French  shipa 

and  veaaola. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That,  in  lieu  of  the  tonnage 
duty  now  (Mud  on  Frencn  ships  or  vessels,  there 
shall  be  paid  a  duty  of  eighteen  dollars  per  ton,  on 
all  French  ships  or  vessels  which  shall  oe  entered 
in  the  United  States,  any  act  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding: Providedy  however ^  That  nothing 
contained  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 
prevent  the  extension  of  the  provisions  of  the  act. 
entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  several 
acts  imposing  duties  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and 
vessels,  and  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  as  imposes  a  dis- 
criminating duty  on  tonnage  between  foreign  ves- 
sels and  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  between 
the  goods  imported  into  the  United  States  in  for- 
eign vessels  and  vesseb  of  the  United  States,"  to 
French  ships  and  vessels,  and  the  goods  imported 
therein,  whenever  the  Government  of  France  shall 
accede  to  th^  provisions  of  the  act  above  refer- 
red to. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  ton- 
nage duty  laid,  and  directed  to  be  paid,  by  this  act, 
shall  be  collected  and  paid  accord mg  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage," 
passed  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine. 

Sec.  3,  Ar^d  he  it  fturther  enacted^  That  this  act 
shall  commence  and  be  in  force  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty. 

Approved,  May  15,  1820. 


a  resolution  directing  a  surrey  d  :?t  •  { 
the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  par.    j 
teenth  day  of  January,  io  ihewi' :  -j 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  tbe  ss^l 
sand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is'nF  -\ 
I  ated,  to  be  paid  out  of  anr  tnapfirT:- 1 
'  in  the  Treasury. 
I      Sec.  2.  Andbeit  fitrtheracdfil, 
'  respectiTely  necessary  to  cairr  m^ 
!  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons wk. 
I  ties  on  certain  goods  imported  k 
!  proved  the  eleventh  day  of  AprL:  . 
j  year,  and  also  the  '^Aet  for  ihe  il- 
Channing,"  approved  the  demc  i 
-  aforesaid,  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  l.- 
Treasury  not  otherwise  sppropni&f 
Approved,  May  15, 1820. 

ykn  Act  to  amend  an  act  "ffliii^nrs 
Uin  publifc  lands  for  navtl  pupo^'f! 
March,  one  thoaaand  eight  boi^c 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c.  That  so  mock: . 
I  tion  of  the  act  of  Congress,  ptaed 2. 
I  of  March,  one  thousand  ei^t  itsist 
\  teen,  entitled  "An  act  maEngt«rw 
tain  public  lands  for  nafalpuiposei'M' 
the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  10  ai?^:;. 
agents,  and  surveyor,  be,  and  the » 
repealed;  and  the  duties  and  serric' 
said  section  be  perfonned  in  te 
veyors  of  public  lands  as  maylu- 
the  President  of  the  United  Statef 
Approved,  May  15, 1820. 

An  Act  making  app«>P™»»***5^'' 
the  treaties  concluded  with  the  C^' 

apoo  nations  of  lodiaos. 

Be  it  enacUd,  f c.  That,  forikfc 
rying  into  effect  the  siipolttia  «^ 
fourUi  artide  of  the  treity  coiKa»«^ 
United  States  and  theChippewj^;^ 
on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Sejww^^j. 
eight  hundred  and  niReUea^jm*^,^ 
fi^  by  the  President  of  ^^f^.^ 
with  the  advice  and  conscot  (rfaj^*^ 
twenty-fifth  day  of  Maith,  «^^. 
hundred  and  twenty,  there  btP  ^ 
propriated  the  sum  01  one  "•'^^^i; 
paid  in  silver,  annuallyi  foitrff* 
pewa  nation.  ^  ik/' 

Sec.  2,  And  be  U  >^*^ii^> 
and  hereby  is,  a^Jropnated,  tw  »^ 

sand  dollars,  to  carry  ««>  «*^' "^ 
tions  contained  in  the  said  tW  -.j; 
Sec  3.  And  he  it  A^f^l,^- 


Aa  Act  to  provide  for  the  expense  of  surveying  cer« 
tain  parts  of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Be  it  enactedy  fc,,  That,  for  canying  into  efiRM^t 


herein  appropriated  be  paid  oojf'    ' 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  afW  r^. 

Sec.  4,  And  he  it  fi^J^^i 
purpose  of  carrying  into  eaecf  ^  \ 
tained  in  the  third  article  of  f^^f.i 
between  the  United  States  i^^^i 
poo  Indians,  of  yerminioihf^^^^ 
August,  one  thousand  ^^^'T^ 
and  which  was  ratified  pr  ^  i^gi 
United  States,  by  and  wi*  W  ■" 
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e  Senate,  on  the  tenth  day  of  May,  one 
^ight  hundred  and  twenty,  there  he,  and 
appropriated,  the  sum  ol  two  thousand 
)  be  paid  annually,  for  ten  years,  out  of 
:y  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 

ed,  May  15,  1820. 


•  continue  in  force  the  act  entitled  "An  Act 
de  for  reports  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
approved  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand 
indred  and  seventeen. 

mactedj  ^.,  That  the  act  entitled  "An 
ovide  for  reports  of  decisions  of  the  Su- 
>urt,"  approved  the  third  day  of  March. 
>and  eight  hundred  and  seventeen  he  and 
is  herehy  continued  in  force  for  three 
d  no  longer. 
ired,  May  15, 1820. 


>  amend  the  act  entitled  <'An  act  to  amend 
authorizing  the  employment  of  an  additional 


>rce. 


7» 


macted^  S>c,,  That  the  second  section  of 
n  titled  ^^An  act  authorizing  the  employ- 
in  additional  naval  force,"  passed  on  the 
3t  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
and  the  same  is  nereby,  amended,  so  far 
borize  the  enlistment  of  able  seamen,  ordi- 
nen,  and  boys,  during  the  continuance  of 
ce  or  cruise  for  whicn  they  shall  be  en- 
ot,  however,  to  exceed  the  period  of  three 

ved.  May  15,  1820. 


o  provide  for  repairing  the  roof  of  the  Gen- 
>8t  Office,  and  to  piocnre  an  engine  for  the 
ion  of  said  building. 

nacted^  ^c.,  That  the  Postmaster  General 
iie  hereby  is,  directed  to  cause  the  roof  -of 
»al  Post  Office  to  be  repaired  and  covered 
te  'f  and,  also,  to  procure  and  keep^  for  the 
•n  of  said  building,  an  engine  and  appa- 
r  extinffttishing  fire,  and  to  cause  to  be 
ttitabie  house  for  the  safe  keeping  of  such 

I.  Jad  be  it  Jkrthtr  enaOedj  That  there  be, 

re  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  jiaid  out 

loneys  arising  from  the  pottage  of  letters 

kets,  such  sum  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 

i  aforesaid,  not  exceedug  six  thousand  and 

dollars. 

oved.  May  15,  1820. 


to  increase  the  number  of  clerks  in  the  Bo- 
partment  of  War. 

enacUd,  ^c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
nent  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  autho- 
nd  empowered  to  employ  six  additional 
n  his  Department;  and  that  the  sum  of  six 
id  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  ap- 
ted,  for  their  compensation,  to  be  paid  out 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 


propriated.   This  act  to  continue  in  force  for  one 
year,  and  no  long^. 
Approved,  May  15,  1820. 


An  Act  to  authorise  the  erection  of  a  lighthouse  on 
one  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  near  Portsmouth,  in  New 
Hampshire. 

Be  it  eruusted,  ^.j  That,  as  soon  as  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  such  one  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  in  tne  State 
of  New  Hampshire,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
or  in  the ,  State  of  Maine,  as  the  President  of 
the  Unitedi  States  shall  select  for  the  site  of  a 
lighthouse,  shall  be  ceded  to,  and  the  property 
thereof  vested  in,  the  United  States,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
provide,  by  contract,  which  shall  be  approved 
by  the  President,  for  building  a  lighthouse  on  such 
island,  to  be  so  lighted  as  to  m  distinguishable  from 
other  lighthouses  on  the  east  and  west  of  the 
same;  and  also  to  agree  for  the  salary,  wages,  or 
hire,  of  the  person  or  persons  to  be  appointed  by 
the  President  for  die  superintendence  of  the  same. 

Ssc.  2.  And  he  it  fwkhtr  eMoctedy  That  the  sum 
of  five  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  boiiding  such 
liffhthouse,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Snc.  3.  And  he  it  fwrihtr  e/nactedj  That  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  herehy,  author- 
ized to  provide,  by  contract,  for  building  tight- 
houses,  erecting  piers,  beacons,  or  landmarks,  and 
building  and  placing  li^ht-vessels,  or  boats,  or 
buoys,  on  the  following  sites  or  shoab^  to  wit:  A 
pier  at  the  mouth  of  Kennebunk  river,  m  the  State 
of  Maine;  two  lighthouses,  one  on  Tenpoimd 
island,  at  the  entrance  into  Gloucester  harbor,  and 
the  other  at  Baker's  island,  near  Salem,  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts;  a  lighthouse  at  a  proper 
site  near  the  mouth  of  Genesee  river,  in  the  State 
of  New  York;  a  buoy  on  Southwest  Ledge,  and 
an<^er  on  Adams's  Fall,  in  or  near  to  the  harbor 
of  New  Haven,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut:  A 
light  vessel  at  the  end  of  Smith's  Point  Shoals,  in 
the  Chesapeake  bay^  in  the  State  of  Virginia:  A 
Ik^hthouse  on  SheU  Castle  island,  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina;  or,  in  lieu  thereof,  a  light  vessel, 
to  be  moored  in  a  proper  place  near  the  said  island, 
if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
the  latter  shall  be  preferred:  A  beacon  and  two 
buoys  on  proper  sites  in  the  channel  leading  to  the 
harbor  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina :  A  lighthouse  on  a  proper  site  in  Mobile  bay, 
in  the  State  of  Alabama ;  or.  in  lieu  thereof,  a 
light  v^sel  in  the  said  bay,  it  the  same  shall  be 

S referred:  A  light  vessel,  should  the  same  be 
eemed  necessary  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, at  the  moutn  or  the  Mississippi,  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana. 

Sbc.  4.  And  he  it  /itrther  enacted^  That  there  be 
appropriated,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  following  sums  of 
money,  to  accomplish  the  objects  specified  in  this 
act,  to  wit :  For  erecting  a  pier  at  the  mouth  of 
Kennebunk  river,  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  thous- 
and dollars:  for  placing  a  bell  near  the  lighthouse 
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on  West  duoddy  Head,  a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  dollars :  for  erecting  two  lighthouses,  one 
on  Tenpound  island,  and  the  other  on  Baker's 
island,  and  placing  three  buoys  on  the  rocks  and 
flats  near  Salem,  a  sum  not  exceeding  nine  thous- 
and dollars:  for  defraying  the  expense  of  lighting 
the  lighthouse  on  the  south  side  of  the  harbor  of 
Nantucket,  and  superintending  the  same,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars:  for  a  light- 
house near  the  mouth  of  Gknesee  river,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  five  thousand  dollars :  for  placing  two 
buoys,  one  on  Southwest  Ledge,  and  the  other  on 
Adams's  Fall,  in  or  near  the  harbor  of  New  Haven, 
a  sum  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars:  for  a 
light  vessel^  and  placing  the  same  at  the  end  of 
Smith's  Point  Shoals,  a  sum  not  exceeding  eight 
thousand  dollars:  for  a  lighthouse  on  Shell  Castle 
island,  or  a  light  vessel,  if  preferred,  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding fourteen  thousand  dollars:  for  a  beacon 
and  two  buoys  on  proper  sites  in  or  near  to  the 
channel  leaainff  to  Charleston  harbor,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  six  thousand  ^Yt  hundred  dollars:  for  a 
lighthouse  or  light  vessel,  for  Mobile  bay,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  nine  thousand  dollars:  for  a  light 
vessel  at  the  month  of  the  Mississippi,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

8ec.  5.  And  ht  U  fwrther  enacted,  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized, if  he  shall  deem  it  expedient  and  proper, 
to  build  the  lighthouse  directed  to  be  built  on  Spar- 
row's Point,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  on  North 
Point  in  said  State ;  and  also  to  substitute  a  light 
vessel  for  the  lighthouse  directed  to  be  built  on 
Craney  island,  at  the  mouth  of  Elizabeth  river,  in 
the  State  of  Virginia. 

Sec.  6.   And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  to  com- 

Slete  the  lighthouses  and  light  vessels  heretofore 
irected  to  be  built,  there  be  appropriated,  out  of 
any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, the  following  additional  sums,  to  wit:  For 
the  lighthouses  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  six  thousand  six  hundred  dollars : 
for  the  lu^hthouse  directed  to  be  built  between  the 
mouth  orOrand  river,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and 
the  mouth  of  Detroit  river,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  five  thousand  dollars :  and  for  the  l^ht- 
houses  or  light  vessels  for  the  State  of  Virginia, 
a  sum  not  exceeding  six  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  U  fuiiher  enacted,  That  no  light- 
house, beacon,  nor  land-mark,  shall  be  built  or 
erect^  on  any  site  previous  to  the  cession  of  juris- 
diction over  the  same  being  made  to  the  united 
States. 
Approved,  May  15, 1820. 


An  Act  to  continue  in  force  **Kn  act  to  protect  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  panish  the  crime 
of  piracy,"  and  also  to  make  ftirther  provision  for 
punishing  the  crime  of  piracy. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  first,  second,  third, 
and  fourth  sections  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
protect  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and 
punish  the  crime  of  piracy,"  passed  on  the  third 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 


nineteen,  be  and  the  same  are  herelnr  continued  in 
force,  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  for  the  term  of 
two  years,  and  nrom  tnence  to  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U  further  enaked.  That  the  fifth 
section  of  the  said  act  be  and  the  same  is  henby 
continued  in  force,,  as  to  all  crimes  made  poni^- 
ble  by  the  same,  and  heretofore  committed,  in  sll 
respects,  as  fully  as  if  the  duration  of  the  said  sec- 
tion had  been  without  limitation. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  Ufurtker  enacted^  That  if  any  per- 
son shall,  upon  the  high  seas,  or  in  any  open  road- 
stead, or  in  any  haven,  basin,  or  bay,  or  in  any 
river,  where  the  sea  ebbs  and  flovrs,  commit  the 
crime  of  robbery,  in  or  upon  any  ship  or  ressd,  or 
upon  any  of  the  ship's  companv  of  any  ship  or 
vessel,  or  the  lading  thereof,  sucn  person  shall  be 
adjudged  to  be  a  pirate ;  and  bein^  thereof  con- 
victed before  the  Circuit  Cotut  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  into  which  he  shall  be 
brought,  or  in  which  he  shall  be  fonnd,  shall  soiff 
death.    And  if  any  person  engaged  in  anypinti- 


commit  robbery,  such  person  shall  be  adjudged  t 
pirate,  and,  on  conviction  thereof  before  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  distdct 
into  which  he  shall  be  brought,  or  in  which  he 
shall  be  found,  shall  sufier  death :  ProridA  That 
nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall  be  coostmed 
to  deprive  any  particular  State  of  its  jurisdiction 
over  such  onences,  when  committed  withm  the 
body  of  a  county,  or  authorize  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  to  try  any  such  ofienders,  after  con- 
viction or  acquittance,  for  the  same  offence  ia  a 
State  court. 

Sac.  4.  And  he  U  fitrther  enaetedj  That  if  aay 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  bein^  of  the  crew  or 
ship's  company  of  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel  en- 

S^ed  in  the  slave  trade,  or  any  penoa  wiiatever, 
mg  of  the  crew  or  ship's  company  of  any  ship 
or  vessel  owned  in  whole  or  in  put,  or  aavmCed 
for,  or  in  behalf  of,  any  citizen  or  citizeBs  m  the 
United  States,  shall  land,  from  any  such  ship  or 
vessel,  and  on  any  foreign  shore  seiie  aav  negro 
or  mulatto,  not  held  to  service  or  labor  bv  the  laws 
of  either  of  the  States  or  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  with  intent  to  make  such  ne^  or  mulatto  a 
slave,  or  shall  decoy,  or  forcibly  bnng  or  cany,  or 
shall  receive,  such  negro  or  mulatto  on  board  any 
such  ship  or  vessel,  with  intent,  as  aforeMid,  such 
citizen  or  person  shall  be  adjudged  a  piiate,  and 
on  conviction  thereof  before  the  Circmt  Coiiit  oi 
the  United  States  for  the  district  wherein  he  may 
be  brouffht  or  found,  shall  suffer  death. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  itfwOwr  enacted.  That  if  any  citi* 
zen  of  the  United  States,  being  of  the  crew  & 
ship's  company  of  any  foreign  ^ip  or  vessel  en- 
ffajfed  in  the  slave  trade,  or  any  person  whatever, 
being  of  the  crew  or  ship's  company  of  any  shis 
or  vessel,  owned  wholly  or  in  part,  os  navigated 
for,  or  in  behalf  of,  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
United  Stat»,  shall  forcibly  confine,  or  detail  cf 
aid  and  abet  in  forcibly  confining,  or  detainii^,  on 
board  such  ship  or  vessel,  any  negro,  or  midatto, 
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to  service  by  the  laws  of  either  of  the 

Territories  of  the  United  States,  with 

make  such  negro  or  mulatto  a  slave,  or 

board  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  offer  or 

o  sell,  as  a  slave,  any  negro  or  mulatto, 

to  service  as  aforesaid,  or  shall,  on  the 

;,  or  anywhere  on  tide  water,  transfer,  or 

•ver,  to  any  other  ship  or  vessel,  any  ne- 

lulatto,  not  held  to  service  as  aforesaid, 

ent    to  make  such  negro  or  mulatto  a 

shall  land,  or  deliver  on  shore,  from  on 

y  such  ship  or  vessel,  any  such  negro  or 

with  intent  to  make  sale  of,  or  having 

y  sold,  such  neero  or  mulatto,  as  a  slave, 

zen,  or  person,  shall  be  adjudged  a  pirate, 

conviction    thereof   before  the  Circuit 

the  United  States  for  the  district  wherein 

be  brought,  or  found,  shall  suffer  death. 

ved,  May  15,  1820. 


for  the  relief  of  persons  holding  confirmed 
ted  claim*  for  lands  in  the  State  of  IllinoiB. 

nacted^  ^c,  That  all  persons  holding  con- 
nlocated  claims  for  land  within  the  tract 
by  the  third  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
confirming  certain  claims  to  land  in  the 
territory,  and  providing  for  their  location," 
le  sixteenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one 
I  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  be  allowed 
first  day  of  November,  one  thousand  eight 
and  twentv,  to  register  the  same.  And 
claims  shall  be  receivable  in  payment  for 
inds  within  the  said  reserved  tract,  con- 
'  with  the  provisions  of  the  said  act,  and  of 
entitled  ''An  act  making  further  provision 
ng  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Illi- 
issed  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  April,  one 
I  ei^ht  hundred  and  sixteen,  at  any  time 
le  first  day  of  November,  one  thousand 
ndred  and  twenty. 
3ved,  May  15,  1820. 


n  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  *<An  act  mak- 
propriattons  for  the  support  of  Government, 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twen- 
id  for  other  parposes. 

macted^  ^c,  That  the  following  sums  be, 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated — that  is  to 

ompensation  granted  by  law  to  the  mem- 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
ion  to  the  appropriation  heretofore  made 
object,  twenty-three  thousand  three  hun- 
i  fort^r  dollars. 

ebuildinff  the  public  wharf,  and  repairing 
lie  warehouses,  on  Staten  Island,  fifteen 
d  dollars. 

graduating  the  Capitol  square,  putting  the 
I  in  order,  and  planting  trees  within  the 
ivo  thousand  dollars. 

2.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the  several 
iations  hereinbefore  made  shall  be  paid 
iny  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
iated. 
h  Con.  Ist  Sess.— 83 


Sec.  3.  And  he  UfiiHlur  efnacted,  That  the  arrear- 
ages of  the  Department  of  War,  from  the  first  day 
of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen, 
to  the  first  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventeen,  be  paid  out  of  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars  already  appropri- 
ated for  arrearages  prior  to  the  first  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  any  thing  in 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  several 
acts  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the 
Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,"  passed 
the  first  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  building  an  addition  to  the 
custom-house  now  erecting  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, for  the  use  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

JBe  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury cause  to  be  built  an  addition  to  the  custom- 
house now  erecting  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
which  shall  contain  rooms  suitable  for  the  use  of 
the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  State 
of  Louisiana ;  and  that  so  much  of  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  erection  of  custom-houses  and  public 
warehouses,  as  shall  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose^ 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  applica- 
ble to  that  object. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  as  soon 
as  the  said  building  shall  be  completed,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  shall  be  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  cause  to  be  sold,  at  public  sale,  upon  such 
terms,  and  in  such  manner,  as  he  shall  judge  to  be 
expedient,  the  house  and  lot  in  which  the  District 
Court  is  now  held,  send  to  cause  the  amount  for 
which  they  shall  be  sold  to  be  paid  into  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  Governor  of  Illinois  to  obtaiir 
certain  abstracts  of  lands  from  certain  public  offices. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  register  of  the  United  States  land  office  at 
Vincennes,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  to  furnish  to 
the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  when  he 
shall  apply  for  the  same,  a  complete  abstract  of 
all  the  lands  which  have  been  purchased  at  that 
office,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  purchased,  which 
lie  within  the  State  of  Illinois,  designating  the 
name  of  each  purchaser,  and  the  time  of  making 
the  purchase ;  for  which  he  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive, from  such  applicant,  at  the  rate  of  ten  cents 
for  each  separate  entry,  a  copy  whereof  is  required : 
Pnmded,  hotoever,  That  all  tne  expense  incurred  by 
virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  defrayed  by  said  State. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  /wther  enacted,  Theii  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  upon 
the  application  of  the  Gk)vernor  of  said  State,  to 
cause  a  complete  abstract  to  be  made  out,  for  the 
use  of  said  State,  of  all  the  military  bounty  lands 
which  have  been  patented  to  the  soldiers  of  the 
late  army,  lying  within  the  same,  designating  the 
name  of  each  patentee. 

Approved,  May  15}  1820. 
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An  Act  granting  to  the  8tat«  of  Ohio  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  certain  quarter  sections  of  land. 

Be  U  enacted^  ^c,  That  there  be  panted  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,  at  the  minimum  price  for  which 
the  public  lands  are  sold,  the  right  of  pre-emption 
to  one  quarter  section,  in  or  near  the  centre  of  each 
county,  included  in  the  purchase  recently  made  of 
the  Indians,  by  the  treaW  concluded  at  St.  Mary's, 
on  the  twentieth  da^r  of  September,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  for  the  establishment 
01  a  seat  of  justice  in  the  said  counties:  Provided, 
The  purchase  be  made  before  the  commencement 
of  the  public  sales:  And  provided  also,  That  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  each  quarter  section,  which 
may  be  made  under  the  authority  of  the  State  of 
OhiOj  shall  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  public  buildings  in  said  counties  resi>ec- 
tiyely,  after  deducting  therefrom  the  sums  origi- 
nally paid  by  the  State  aforesaid:  And  provided 
fwihtr.  That  the  seat  of  justice  for  said  counties 
respectively  shall  be  fixed  on  the  lands  so  se- 
lected. 

Approved,  May  15, 1820. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolution  declaring  the  admission  of  the  State  of 
Alabalna  into  the  Union. 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress, 
passed  on  tne  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  entitled  "An  act  to 
enable  the  people  of  the  Alabama  Territory  to 
form  a  constitution  and  State  government,  and 
for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,"  the 
people  of  the  said  Territory  did,  on  the  second 
day  of  August,  in  the  present  year,  by  a  conven- 
tion called  for  that  purpose,  form  for  tnemselves  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  which  consti- 
tution and  State  government,  so  formed,  is  repub- 
lican, and  in  conformity  to  the  principles  of  the 
articles  of  compact  between  the  origmal  States 
and  the  people  and  States  in  the  territory  north- 
west of  the  river  Ohio,  passed  on  the  thirteenth 
day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-seven,  so  far  as  the  same  have  bmn  ex- 
tended to  the  said  territory  by  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of 
Georgia — 

Remved,  bytheSenaU  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  Stalks  of  America  «n  Congress  assembled, 
Tbat  the  State  of  Alabama  shall  be  one,  and  is 
hereby  declared  to  be  one,  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  admitted  into  the  Union,  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  in  all  re- 
spects whatever. 

Approved,  December  14, 1819. 


Resolution  for  the  further  distribution  of  the  Journal 
of  the  CouTention  which  formed  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

Resolved,  fc,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be 
instructed  to  furnish  to  each  member  of  the  pres- 


ent Ccmgress,  and  the  Ddega^*-/ 
(who  may  not  be  entitled  lo  ttr  ^ 
resolution  of  Congiess  of  tbe  f.z 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  er.> 
dent  and  Vice  President  of  t^  I: 
Executive  of  each  State  aad  Ts-.- 
ney  .General  and  Judges  of  t- 
United  States,  and  the  Colkse^  - 
in  the  United  States,  cieh  oof  r- 
of  each  of  the  Departments,  m.\. 
War.  and  Navy,  two  copies  a- 
the  senate,  five  copies;  aniii/. 
House  of  Representatives,  ta  c :- 
umes  containing  the  JoaiDal.  in 
ings,  of  the  ConrentioQ  whi^k- 
Constitution  of  the  United  Siss^ . 
residue  of  the  copies  of  said  J:^^ 
iii  the  Library  of  CongresL^-. 
members. 
Approved,  January  19,  IS^ 


Resolution  to  authorise  Cii0peMnc' 
Secret  Jounial  of  CongiM,  Mk* 
Confederation. 

Resolved,  fc.,  That  the  Sefseiai 
with  all  the  papers  and  doames::' 
that  Journal,  and  all  otkr/npsii 
heretofore  considered  confidentiL  J 
grress,  from  the  date  of  theiaiifeaf:  i 
tive  treaty  of  peace  between  ikli-^ 
Great  Britain,  in  the  year  ob*S 
hundred  and  eighty-three,  ioife*j 
present  Government,  nowi«iiR« 
of  the  SecreUry  of  Slate,  lie  ffi.  "J 
direction  of  the  President  cfcr  J 
and  that  a  thousand  copies  tktii^'^ 
deposited  in  the  Library,  saiipJ 
of  Congress — -(Approred,  ipn.^ 

Resolution  for  the  distribotioK^^a^' 
Journal  of  the  Convcntioa*^*^" 
stitution. 

Resolved,  fc,  That  theSiffC'; 
and  he  is  hereby,  directed  ia  a*' . 
the  Journal  of  the  Fedeial  C»<^^; 
delphia,  in  one  thousand  *w|^,  J 
seven,  which  formed  the  0^^' 
ted  States,  to  each  of  tie  ^ 

the  said  Convention. 
Approved,  May  8, 1820. 

Resolution  giting  the  ^^^^ 
pact  concluded  betireeD  ^^j:^* 
Tennessee,  for  the  iettle»«'*' 
Line.  > 

Rewdved,  fc.  That  the  coKfl;J'^; 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  pTaj^ 
agreement,  made  and  codc  »«  r 
the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Tefi,^ 


fort,  in  Kentucky,  on  ^^^^Z 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  too 
and  establish  Se  boundary  u» 
and  for  other  purposes. 
Approved,  May  12,  l^- 
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read  the  third  time,  and  passed 


Page. 

480 

666 
676 


-    626 


46 
47 

78 
84 


21 

275 

300 

360 
460 

77 


650 
656 


616 
420 

33 

36 
IM 


494 
497 
640 
667 


lU 


INDEX. 


SencUe  ProceedingB  and  Ddxxies. 


Aricanita  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  authorizing  the  appoint* 
ment  of  a  register  and  receiver  for  Law- 
rence county  in,  read    .        -        .        - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment    .        -        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
a  bill  relative  to  the,  read  -        •        .        . 


Page. 


76 
78 


68 


ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...    602 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -     605 

the  President  communicated  a  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of,  referred    ...    699 

the  committee  discharged  ....  650 
Army,  Mr.  Wilson  submitted  a  resolution  in- 
structing the  Military  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  allowing  to 
officers  of  the,  a  specific  sum  monthly,  in 
lieu  of  pay,  rations,  Ac         ... 

considered,  and  referred    .... 

Aimy  Register,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the,  for  each 
member         ...... 

Atwater,  Moses,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanford,  the 
claim  of,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims 255 

said  committee  discharged        ...    694 
Auction  Sales,  Mr.  Roberts  and  Mr.  Lloyd,  re- 
spectively, presented  memorials  of  mer- 
chants of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  du- 
ties may  be  laid  on,  referred  ...     367 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  another,  to  the  same 
effect 373 

all  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce    425 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  sundry  other  memo- 
rials on  the  subject,  referred   -        -     425,  429 

Mr.  Wilson,  the  same       ....    454 


B. 

abbitt,  Jacob,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  peti 
tion  of,  referred  .... 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  ... 
read  a  second  time  -  .  .  . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  . 
read  the  third  time,  and  psssed 
BadoUet,  John,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  me 

morial  of,  referred  -        .        .        . 
Baker,  Edward,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky  pre 
■ented  the  petition  of,  referred 
adverse  report  thereon       -        .        . 
considered,  and  concurred  in      - 
Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  GaiUard  presented 
the  memorial  of  the  President,  &c.,  of  the, 
praying  a  renewal  of  their  charter,  refer- 
red      -----.. 

Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  Mr.  Horsey  presented 
the  petition  of,  for  renewal,  &c.,  referred 

Bank  of  Potomac,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 
memorial  of  the,  praying  an  extension  of 
their  charter,  referred    .... 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Logan  submitted 
a  preamble  and  resolution  in  relation  to 

the 

considered,  and  negatived  .... 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  three  hundred  co- 
pies of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the,  and  its  affiiirs,  were 
ordered  to  be  printed    -        -    ^    • 
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Bankrupt  Act,  Mr.  Otis  pieiaiei^^. 
of  a  number  of  merdmii rl 
other  towns  of  Mttmarhim. 
passage  of  a,  nkmA    • 

Banks,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  cetta> 
of  the  Legislature  of  Pas; . 
posing  an  ameodmcet  of  3 
tion,  limiting  the  power  at  l~ 
establish,  to  the I>iitrictof U.- 
Mr. Trimble  presented  t  ra^-c  - 
Legislature  ofObk^t^am  . 

Banks  of  the  District  of  Gel«ak 

the  House  of  Represeotaiini: 

the,  twice  read,  tod  nSmd  •  1 
Mr.  Barbour  presented  t  Bear.- 

Alexandria  bank^sqgfstarc::! 

to  the  said  bill  •    • 

Mr.  Trimble  submitted  raeuii&v 

ing  the  -       .... 
one  of  said  resoIottoiMigne^& 
report  of  the  committee  ni^'. . 
report  of  the  Secretaiyeflkrar. 

ing  the  state  of  the 
bill  ordered  to  a  third  m£s.i<c: 
read  the  third  time,  tod  jssefsi 

ments 

Baptist  Denomination,  t  bill  tt  icrr 

General  Conventioo  oftb,: 

trict  of  Colombis,  red  -    > 

read  a  second  time  -     -    - 

indefinitely  postponed     •    • 

Barbour,  James,  President  pjfes,! 

remarks  of,  on  hii  moy«  &p> 

Maine  bill 
speech  of,  on  the  imeniBesJai  i 

souri  in  the  same  bill- 
on the  smcnJmentmtada?"^ 
remarks  of,  on  Iheteleofpsls-^ 
on  the  motion  to  postpone  tkla^ 
on  the  General  Appwpmii®^ 
speech  of,  on  theNatifitiai^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  biJJ  hf^- 

in  domestic  mannftctoie  • 

Barbour,  Philip,  a  bill  from  the  fi« '* 
senUtives  for  relief  of  OJ"? 
UUves  of,  read  twice,  isl*-     \ 
reported  without  amendBtf 
ordered  to  a  third  rcedin? 
read  the  third  time,  and  p*_ 
Barker,  Jacob,  Mr.  King  of^^' '    . 
ed  the  petition  of,  ^"^  1^; 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  tti 

the  claim  of,  read,  m^^^ 
on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  tl»s«* 

Treasury  was  reqM«««^-,^ 

Senate  a  copy  of  Mr.  C*V*  ^ . 
a  letter  from,  the  SecreUiy- » 

asked  for,  referred      'g^p. 
the  committee  discbiiy*  *" 

consideration        *.   ',,gjn- 
Barn,  anecdote  of  the  burmpf «  \ 

battle  of  the  Biveri?-^,,:; 
Barnett,  Mark,  and  WiUinnP^^^.; 

presented  thepetiUo»ot,r^^, 
Baron,  Antoine,  Mr.  Bagi^  ^  I 

tition  of,  referred  -     '  ,j^^* 
Barrow.  Matth;w,  a  bm  for  the  rd«|^ 

read  a  second  time  - 
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red  to  the  Military  Committee      -  36 

without  amendment     .        -        .  27 

0  a  third  reading  -  -  -  .  33 
third  time,  and  passed  -  -  •  34 
ndy  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  peti- 

',  referred      .....  537 

!e  discharged  ....  676 
leiiy  a  bill  from  the  House  for  relief 

ce  ready  and  referred     ...  600 

without  amendment    -        -        -  611 

to  a  third  reading  ....  663 

third  time,  and  passed         -        -  673 
[.,  Theodore  Gaillard,  and  Charles 
im,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memo- 

,  referred 368 

ee  discharged        •        -        .        •661 
tjoy,  8ergeant-at-Arms,  dbc,  was, 
>tion  of  Mr.  Horsey,  autboriied  to 
it  an  assistant,  &c.        -        •        -11 

si  B.,  a  bill  from  the  House  for  relief 

ice  read,  and  referred    ...  598 

without  amendment    ...  637 

to  a  third  reading  ....  676 

1  third  time,  and  passed  - .  -  -  678 
)wi8  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  House 

lief  of,  twice  read,  and  referred        -  692 

L  with  amendments         -        -        -  612 

iding  negatived      ....  662 
arvej,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
tativee  for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and 

ed 692 

1  without  amendment     -        •        -  611 

to  a  third  reading         -  .      -        -  653 

B  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  673 
el,  Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  peti- 

of,  referred      ...        -        -  644 

I  report  thereon       ....  689 
red  and  concurred  in      -        •        -  694 
Ir.  Sanford  presented  a  statement  of 
trade  for  one  year  between  the  port 

ew  York  and  Island  of,  referred       -  42 
jacinth,  the  committee  to  whom  the 
ion  of,  was  referred,  was  discharged 

the  further  consideration  thereof    -  67,6 

ive  to  withdraw  his  papers       •        -  696 

ard,  and  George  Hodge,  Mr.  Roberts 

anted  the  petition  ot,  referred  -        •  66 

» report  thereon      -        -        -        >  80 

sred  and  concurred  in      -        -        -  101 

lan,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
ed  the  petition  of,  referred        -        «    429 
or  the  relief  of,  read         ...    498 
second  time    .....    499 
d  to  a  third  reading  •        •        •612 

he  third  time,  and  passed  .        -    616 

imiah,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 
tion  of,  referred        ....    490 
>aniel,  and  Catharine  Clark,  a  bill 

II  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  for  re- 

of,  twice  read,  and  referred       -        •  600 

ed  without  amendment     ...  623 

id  to  a  third  reading  ...  664 

he  third  time,  and  passed  •        -  673 

Company  of  Rangers,  Mr.  Noble  pre^ 
ited  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 

liana,  praying  compensation  to,  referred  37 1 

le  report  thereon       ....  436 

leredand  concurred  in      •        -        -  439 
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Binns's  Declaration  of  Independence,  a  bill  an^ 
thorizing  the  purchase  of  a  certain  num- 
ber of  copies  o(,  read      -        -        -        -      24 
read  a  second  time    •        -        •        •        •      89 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        •        •      88 

read  a  third  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia 
said  committee  recommend  rejection  of  the 

bill 

Bioren,  John,  and  Fielding  Lucas,  Mr.  Roberts 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred  • 
Mr.  R.  also  presented  the  petition  of  Bio- 
ren and  Edward  De  Krafift,  referred 
adverse  reports  on  both  petitions 
considered  and  concurred  in      •        -        - 
Blackburn,  Samuel,  and  others,  Mr.  Williams 
of  Tennessee  presented  the  remonstrance 
oi^  referred    ...... 

reported  back,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary 

of  War 

report  of  that  officer  thereon      ... 

Blokely,  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  presented  the 

petition  of  Abraham  Ogden  and  others, 

praying  that  the  town  of,  may  be  made 

a  port  of  entry,  referred         ... 

a  bill  to  establish  a  port  of  entry  at,  read   • 

read  a  second  time 499 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    608 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        •    605 

Boislevin,  Nicholas,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky 

presented  the  petition  of,  read        -        •    638 
Boisson,  Lewis,  Mr.  Edwards  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 877 

Bonds  of  Collectors,  4bc.,  Mr.  Dickerson  submit- 
ted a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  • 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury 

a  letter  from  that  officer,  in  reply 
a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
another  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  subject  of    ^ 
referred  to  a  select  committee    - 
Boundaries,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  ascertain  and  deaig 
nate  certain,  read  ... 

read  a  second  time    -        .        ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Boundary  line  between  Indiana  and  Illinois,  Mr 
Taylor  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  first  mentioned  State,  re 
specting  the,  referred     ... 

Bowie  and  Kurtz,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  -        -        - 
a  favorable  report  thereon 
considered  and  concurred  in,  and  bills  or 

dered    -...-• 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Boyles,  Thomas  H.,  Mr.  Hunter  of  Alabama 
presented  the  petition  of        -        - 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasunr  - 
Braden,  Elizabeth,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of 
read  a  first  time        ... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
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bill  reported  wiUioat  unendnMnt       •        •    675 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...    623 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed         •        -    626 
Bndy,  Jamea,  Mr.  Roberts  preiented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred    •        -        -        -        -      82 
the  committee  dieeharged  •        -        •        -    675 
Biilidi  claims  to  lands,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Miana* 
sippi,  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legis* 
latore  of  that  State,  respecting  certain, 
referred         •        •        •        -        • 
committee  discharged       ... 
Brown,  James,  of  Looisiana,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  adjustment  of 

land  claims    .        •       •        •       . 
on  the  navigation  bill        ... 
on  the  Winters'  claim       ... 
on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  army,  dbc 
Blown,  Noah,  and  others,  Mr.  Sanford  presented 
the  petition  o(  referred  ... 
adverse  report  thereon        ... 
considered  and  concurred  in      •        - 
Brown,  James,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred    -        •        •        .        • 
adverse  report  thereon       ... 
indefinitely  postponed        ... 
had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers 
Brown,  Samuel,  and  others,  Mr.  Otis  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred 
Brown  Antoine.    (See  Harpole,  George.) 

Bruce,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  Houiis  for  relief 

of,  twice  read  and  referred    ...    600 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        «    611 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    652 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -     673 

Bttckminster,  Thomas.    (See  Skipiey,  Ether, 

administrator.) 
Buchner,  Richard.    (See  Jonee,  Charles,  Jr.) 
BuUkey,  Benjamin,  G.,  the  President  commu- 
nicated the  petition  o^  laid  on  the  Uble  • 
Buoys,  Mr.  Stokes  submitted  a  resolution  for 
placing,  in  the 'several  inlets,  dec.  on  the 
coast  of  North  Carolina         ... 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  Committee  of 
Commerce    ......    519 

BiBdine,  Henry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  issue  letters  patent  to,  twice  read    600 
read  the  third  time^  and  passed  ...    696 

Bnrk,  Anthony,  a  bill  from  the  House  for  relief 

of,  read  twice,  and  referred     -        -        -  74 

repiMrted  without  amendment     ...  237 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  367 

read  atfaird  time,  and  passed     ...  370 

Burrill,  James,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended          •  9 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  •  94 

on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Roberto  ...  209 
on  the  bill  relating  to  the  sale  or  forfeiture 

ofland 464 

on  the  Bankrupt  bill,  -  493,  516,  528,  533 
on  his  resolution  respecting  seizures,  dE;c.  in 

Sweden -  532 

remarks  o^  on  the  military  appropriations  -  547 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 

on  the  Appropriation  bill        -        -        -  587 

on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  army        -        -  610 

on  the  Diitrict  Banks  bill  -        -        •        -  644 

on  the  Court  bill 681 

on  the  resolutions  respecting  the  slave  trade  697 


544 


501 


Psgf. 
Bnnness,  Mr.  BurriU  submitted  a  motion  for  a 
committee  to  arrange  and  report  the  rales 
for  conducting        •         -         ...      23 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed       •      ^ 
report  of  said  committee     -        -        -       •     39 
amended  and  adopted        -         •         •        •     46 
ordered  to  be  printed,  together  with  the  Con- 
stitution        --.-.-     54 
Business  of  the  Session,  appointment  of  the  usual 

committee  to  inquire  into  the  -        -       -    ^ 
report  of  said  committee    -         •        -       •    &^ 
Butler,  Jacob,  Mr.  Williams  of  Tenneaaee  s^ 
mitted  a  resolution  instnicting  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  compensating  -        .        .    ^ 
considered  and  agreed  to     •         -        .       .    31$ 
committee  discharged  therefrom         -        -    694 
Butl^,  Richard,  and  others,  Mr.  Noble  pRsent- 

ed  the  petition  of,  referred  -  -  -  415 
adverse  report  thereon  -  -  *  -  •  4V 
considered  and  concurred  in       -        -       -    443 

C. 

Cadete  at  West  Poiot,  Mr.  WiUiama,  of  Tennes- 
see, submitted  a  resolution  of  inqniiy  into 
the  expediency  of  subjecting  the,  to  the 
Rules  and  Articles  of  War     -         .        .     41 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Militaiy  Com- 
mittee ...         .         .        .     54 

Cahokia,  Mr.  Edwards  presented  a  petiliee  of 

citizens  of,  referred        -         -         .        .    366 
a  bill  in  accordance  with  said  pctitioii  read     iSt 
read  a  second  time     -        •         -        .        -    5G 
ordered  to  a  third  reading           -         .       .    62@ 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed  -        .       •   iSk 
Canal,  from  the  waters  of  Ssiiidudy  to  those  of 
the  Scioto,  a  bill  to  lay  out  the  imite  and 
prepare  the  plan  of  a,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred     6:«i 

reported  without  amendment,  snd  ofdeied 

to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        .        .    6fr3 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       -       -    684 

Canals,  a  bill  to  audiorize  the  appoincowBt  oi 

commissioners  to  examine  the,  theieia 

mentioned,  read    .        .        .       .       •     638 

read  a  second  time    ....        -     Ml 

indefinitely  postponed        ...        -     6i8S 

Canova's  Washington,  on  mottoaof  Mr.  Maaon, 
the  Finance  Committee  were  inatructed 
to  prepare  and  report  a  bilk  to  remit  the 
duties  on  the  importotion  off         >        -    ^ 
a  bill  to  that  effect,  read    -        -        -        >    27§ 
read  a  second  time   -        -        -        -        -    ^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -    36J 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  -        -        -    9S 
Canton,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Bepsaatata- 
tives  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  see- 
tions  ofland  lying  within  the  Ditttict  of, 
twice  read,  and  r^rred         -        •        -    €^ 
reported  without  amendment    •        -        -    6S 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .         .    f^ 

read  a  third  time,  and  pueed    -         -         .    $> 
Capitol,  a  bill  from  the  Ilouse  of  Bepraaenta- 
tiTes  making  further  appropriation  for 
continuing  the  work  upon  the,  Su^  read    £^ 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    ^*: 
reported  with  an  amendment    -        •         .    SJi 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed,  as  amended    r* 
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ter,  Mr.  DaDa  pieaented  the  petition 

lerred 461 

report  thereon      ....     676 
red  and  concurred  in     •        -        -    678 
)hn»  Mr  Johnson  of  Kentucky  pre* 
d  the  petition  of,  read    -        •        .    638 
hew,  and  othen,  Mr.  Sanford  pre- 
d  tlte  petition  of,  referred        -        •    865 
ois,  Mr.  Thomas  submitted  a  reeo- 
1  respecting  a  road  from,  to  Carlyle 

id  State 265 

to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Roads,  dtc 376 

athan  D.,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented 

•etition  of 480 

1  D.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep* 
itatiTes  for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and 

red 592 

d  without  amendment    •        -        -    611 
to  a  third  reading  -        •        -        •     653 
e  third  time,  and  pamed  -        -        -    673 
ry,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition 
iferred    -        -        -        -        -        -311 

>r  the  relief  of,  read         .        •        .    477 
second  time   ....        -    480 

I  to  a  third  reading  ...    495 

e  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        •    498 
>iU  for  the  relief  of  certain  persona 
ha^e  paid  duties  on  certain  goods  im- 
>d  into,  read    -        -        .        •        -      40 
second  time    -        .        .        -        -      42 
1  to  a  third  reading  •>        -        -      47 

third  time,  and  passed    •        -        -      57 
3d  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
I  amendments  ....        -    577 

ered,  and  concurred  in  -  -  -  685 
ames  Leander,  Mr.  Wilson  presented 
petition  of,  referred .  .  -  -  665 
or  the  relief  of,  read  twice  -  -  603 
lion,  laid  on  the  UUe  -  •  -  651 
up,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

ing 653 

le  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        •    672 
•ending  in  the  United  States  Coarts, 
iessage  from   the  President,  with  a 
Tt  from  the  Secretary  of  State  em- 
ing  returns  of  ....    689 

Lnthony,  and  Peter  Pettit,  Mr.  John* 
of  Loaisiana  presented  the  petition 
eferred     .-----       55 
confirming  the  claims  of,  to  certain 
Is,  read    -.•-..      80 
I  second  time    -        -        -        -        -     101 
»d  to  a  third  reading  •       '-        •     867 

he  third  time,  and  pissed  -        -    370 

bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
provide  for  taking  the  fourth,  read  -  234 
he  second  time,  and  referred  •  -  287 
ed  without  amendment  ...  443 
id  to  a  third  reading  ....  473 
ded,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

imended 478 

rimes  against  the  United  States,  a  bill 
provide  for  the  punishment  of,  read  -  480 
%  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  443 
ted  without  amendment  ...  489 
ill,  consisting  of  eighty-three  printed 
^es,  read  through  ....  566 
nitely  postponed        •       •        .        -    676 


Page. 
Ghadboume,  J.  R.,  and  others,  Mr.  Mellen  pre- 
sented the  petition  o^  referred        •        -313 
said  committee  discharged,  and  petition  re- 
ferred to  that  on  Roads  and  Canals        -    368 
Champlin,   Oliver,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        .        .        .        .      g 
Channug,  Walter,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  the 

petition  o^  referred  -  <  -  -  33 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  -  •  .  .  439 
read  a  second  time  -  -  -  .  .  443 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  «        •        .    457 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  *        .        .    470 
Chaplains,  the  usual  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  two,  adopted     -        -        -        -       10 
Chapman,  Thomas,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the 

petition  o(  referred        -        -        -        •      56 
adTerse  rmport  thereon       -        -        -        -      80 
coneidered  and  concurred  in      -        .        -     lOl 
Chapron,  M.,  and  others,  Mr.  Walker  of  Ala- 
bama presented  the  petition  of,  referred    568 
(See  Vine  and  OUve^i 
Charlton,  John  and  EUsha  Douglas,  adTerse  re- 
port on  the  petitions  of  -        •        .        -      84 
considered  and  concurred  in       -        -        .    lOl 
Cheney  Beley.     (See  MeGreWf  John,) 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  Mr.  Van 
Dyke  presented  the  petition  of  the,  re- 
ferred   .-•-...    360 
that  committee  discharged,  and  petition  re- 
ferred to  that  on  Roads  and  Canals        -    378 
Chippewa  and  Kickapoo  Indians,  a  bill  Arom  the 
House  of  RepresentatiTes,  making  appro- 
priations to  cariy  into  effiBct  treaties  with 
the,  read  three  times,  and  passed   -        -    695 
Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Indians,  Mr.  Leake 

submitted  a  resolution  respecting  the  -  539 
the  latter  tribe  struck  out,  and  resolution 

agreed  to 551 

Chotard,  Sarah  F.,  Mr  Williams  of  Mississippi 

presented  the  petition  oi,  referred    -        -      37 
Christian,  Rowleigh  C,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred      •       •        .    430 
adTerse  report  thereon       ....    347 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        •    649 
Claiborne^  Alabama,  Mr.  King  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  representatlTes  of  Monroe 
county,  praying  that  the  title  of  a  certain 
lot  may  be  Tested  in,  referred         .        •      34 
Mr.  K.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature,  praying  a  donation  of  certain 
lota  in  the  town  of,  referred    -        •        .    462 
Claims,  appointment  of  the  standing  committee 

of 26 

Clark,  Margaret,  Mr.  Roberta  presented  the  pe- 
tition o{j  referred  .....    453- 

adTerse  report  thereon       ....    470 

considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        .    478 
Clark,  Catharine.    (See  Biekky,  Daniel) 
Clemon,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read  ......    638 

Clerks,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
supplementary  to  the  aet  to  regulate  and 
fix  the  compensation  of  the,  read   •        -      46 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        .        .      47 
reported  with  an  amendment     -        -        -      78 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        -      77 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended      79 
a  report  from  the  Postmaster  General  of  the 
number  of,  in  his  Department       -        -    232 
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Clerks,  report  on,  from  the  Secretary  of  War    -    299 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreeentati^es  to 
increaee  the  number  of,  in  the  War  De« 
partment,  read  twice      •        •        -   -     •    691 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  ...    696 
Clothing  of  the   Armj,   a  Message  from   the 
President  transmitting  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  the  last  Congress,  on  the 
subject  of  using  articles  of  domestic  man* 
nfactures  for,  referred    ....      79 
(See  Domeatie  ManufaetureM,  bill,  4'^.) 
Coast  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Trimble  submit- 
ted a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  to  cause  to  be  prepared  a  plan 
for  employing  the  Navy  in  completing  a 
surrey  of  the         -----    660 
the  resolution  withdrawn  -        -        .        •    666 
CoflKn,  William,  and  others,  a  bill   from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  relief  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred          -        .        .    592 
reported  without  amendment     ...    604 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    648 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        -    649 
Cole,  Phineas,   Mr.  Morril  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  87 

adTerse  report  thereon       -        -        -        -81 
considered,  and  concurred  in     •        -        .101 
Colhoun,  Hugh,  and  others,  Mr.  Burrill  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        -    364 
Columbian  Institute,  Mr.  Horsey  presented  the 

DMmorial  of  the,  referred  -        -        -    57 

a  bill  bom  the  House  of  Representatives  for 

the  benefit  of  the,  read  twice  and  referred    600 

reported  without  amendment    -        •        .    614 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -        •    653 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    673 

Commerce  and  Manufactures,  appointment  of 

the  standing  Committee  of    -        -        -26 
Commercial  Regulations,  a  Message  from  the 
President  transmitting  a  collection  from 
different  foreign  countries  of  their,  read      23 
Compact  between  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  a 
joint  resolution  from   the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives giving  the  conaent  of  Con* 
gress  to  a,  for  the  settlement  of  their 
boundary  line,  twice  read,  and  referred  *    617 
reported  without  amendment     *        .        -    626 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ...    652 

taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading   *    684 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  ...    687 
Cone,  8.  H.,  and  others,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky presented    the  memorial  of,   re* 

ferred 472 

Conecah  Courthouse,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama, 
submitted  a  reaolution  for  establishing  a 

land  office  at 237 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands 266 

(See  Alabama^ 
Congress,  Mr.  Otis  submitted  a  resolution  for 

adjournment  of,  on  the  10th  of  April,  read  520 
read  a  second  time  .  -  -  .  .  526 
day  changed  to  24th,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 659 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •       '.    559 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  the  day  changed  to  15th  May  *  652 
considered,  and  concurred  in     •        *        -    653 


Congress,  Mr.  Morril  fobBultcdaiA. 
an  earlier  meeting  oC  thu  t^  i 
by  the  Constitntion      •     • 
resolution  discosifd,  ud  Mian 
a  bill  from  the  Home  of  Bip«; 
fixing  the  time  fn  tka  Mxiaes 
read      -       .... 
read  a  second  time    -      -     . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  lime,  and  pund- 
Conner,  William,  and  otiiai,  Mr.  5 
sented  the  petitionee  idem 
a  bill  granting  the  right  of  jsk;. 

read      -        .... 
read  a  second  time    -      •    • 
indefinitely  postponed     •    • 
Constitution,  Mr.  NoUe  prcKBtdi'i 
of  the  Legislature  of  loAui  ;*> 
an  amendment  to  the,  liiaiiiBf  > 
of  Congress  in  tbecbitenfii 
dec,  read      -       ... 
(See  Banki,  also,  Elitim-r>. 
and  Vice  PrtMideKi.) 
Contracts,  report  o(  eomwAahii 
1819,  made  by  the  Wir  Dqm 
Converse,  Daniel,  and  Geoige  MDis  r 
the  House  of  RepreMBiibiBi" 
twice  read,  and  refencd 
reported  without  amcodmcDt  • 
oidered  to  a  third  reading  •    • 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaed 
Cotton  and  Woollen  ManofictanL  \- 
presented  a  memorial  fros  ^ 
Rhode  Island,  prajiog  pnitc:*' 
ferred   -        .       .      •    ■ 
Mr.  Lloyd  presented  aamJirBOc' 
inhabitants  of  Maiyland     • 
Cravat,  Richard.     (See  MeGrwM 
Crawford,  Rhoda,  Mr.  Walker  of  inc  • 
sented  the  petition  of,  nfenc 
adverse  report  thereon 
concurred  in,  and  the  oominiflBJtr 
Crawford,  Thomas,  Mr.  Panottpe^- 

petition  o^  referred 
Crawford,  Jonathan,  advene  repstr? 
tion  of  -        -       '      .'        " 
considered  and  concorred  in 
Credit  on  Import  Duties,  Mr.  ?'r^^ 
the  memorial  of  merchinfc**'^ 
remonstrating  against  clu^^ 
tem  of,  referred     •      *  «_,- 
Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians,  i  **  J 
the  President  recomBen*^^" 
priation  to  defray  theeipea* 
posed  treaty  with  the  •    "  ^ 
referred  to  the  Committer  Mjjp 
the  report  of  said  commitW'* 
Crook,  Peter.    (See  New9m,Jfr\  , 
Cutting,  Nathaniel,  Mr.  ^^/l, 
presented  the  memorial  of.  w^ 

D. 

Dana,  Samuel  W.,  of  Connectifl^jj^^. 
speech  of,  on  the  Maine  ifl^jr, 
remarks  of,  on  theMiftwy^f^. 

remarks  of,  on  General  ApK^PJ 
remarks  o^  on  the  diaagiteii*'^  , 
two  Houses  on  the  t»B» 
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,  Mr.  Palmer  submitteO  a  reeolation  re- 
>ectmg  a  road  from  Montpelier  to,  in 
ermont       ---.--      89 
)ed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
ost  Offices  and  Poet  Roads  -        -        -      42 

•athrop,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  po- 
tion of,  referred  to  Pension  Committee      25 
iTse  report  thereon       ....      76 
Bidered  and  concurred  in      -        -        -      79 
ion  of  Independence.    (See  Binne,) 

re,  a  bill  providing  for  the  more  prompt 
scovery  of  debts  due  by,  read        -        -    G58 
i  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
sading  -.-.-.    fi76 

(ij  Edward.    (See  Bioren,  John.) 
I,  John,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  me- 
lorial  of,  referred  -        •        -        -      31 

erse  report  thereon  .  -  -  -  488 
sidered  and  concurred  in  -  -  -  601 
Anthony  S.    (See  DudUtfj  Edward B.) 

Little,  db  Co.,  and  Herman  Hendrick,  a 
ill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  for 

elicf  of,  read         ....        -  42 

d  a  second  time,  and  referred         .        >  46 

orted  without  amendment    ...  369 

d  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  372 

Surreyors,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson, 
»f  Kentucky,  the  Committee  of  Public 
jands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  provision  for  pay- 
nent  of  full  compensation.  ^.,  to  -  478 
said  committee  asked  to  be  discharged  •  530 
discharge  concurred  in         •        -        -    534 

le,  Rosalie  P.,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisi- 

ina,  presented  the  petition  of,  referred   •  65 

)iU  for  the  relief  of,  read        ...  488 

id  a  second  time    .....  490 

lered  to  a  third  reading         ...  496 

id  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  498 
d,  John,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanford,  the 

^laim  of,  was  referred     ....  255 

)  committee  discharged  ....  694 

tan,  Noel,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        .        -  55 
lill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read        -        -  501 
lered  to  a  third  reading          ...  613 
id  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  616 

,  a  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  com- 
missioners for  the  district  of,  dec,  read  -  603 
id  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  605 
ported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        *        -        -        -  651 
ad  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        -  653 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
annex  certain  lands  to  the  diitrict  of,  read 
twice,  and  referred         •        -        •        -  617 
ported  without  amendment     ...  620 
dered  to  a  third  reading          ...  574 
ad  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  575 
bill  relating  to  Green  Bay  and  Prairie  du 
Chien,  in  the  district  of,  read          -        .  626 
ad  a  second  time 628 

son,  Mahlon,  of  New  Jersey,  attended  -  9 
marks  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill  -  498,  530 
marks  of,  on  the  bill  for  clothing  the 

Army,  dec 608 

leech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff  -    656 


Page. 


Discriminating  Duties,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the 
memorial  of  merchants  and  ship-ownera 
of  Boston,  preying  measures  to  counter- 
vail the,  dec,  referred    -        -        -        -      41 
Mr.  Sanford,  the  same,  from  the  New  York 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  referred  to  same      68 
District  of  Colombia,  appointment  of  the  com- 
mittee for  the        -        -        -        •        -27 
en  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts,  the  said  commit- 
tee were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any 
legal  provisions  are  necessary  to  accom- 
modate the  courts  in  said  District  -        -      28 
a  bill  providing  for  the  accommodation  of 

the  circuit  court  in  the,  twice  read        -      83 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -      34 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  a  reso- 
lution authorifeing  a  delegate  from  the    -    651 
ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table    ...    558 
taken  up,  agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the         .....     566 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    652 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        -    656 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
alter  the  times  of  the  sessions  of  the  cir- 
cuit and  district  courts  of  the,  twice  read, 

and  referred 600 

reported  with  amendment         ...    675 
read  the  third  time,  and  p&ssed  as  amended    678 
District  Judges,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  of 
Georgia,  the  Judiciaiy  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  increasing  the  salaries  of  the    -        -    470 
a  bill  increasing  the  consumption  of  the, 

twice  read *  557 

the  third  reading  lost  by  a  tie  vote  -  -  596 
reconsidered,  and  bill  laid  on  the  table  -  608 
Dix,  John  A.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  •  -  24 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  28 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  36 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        •        -        -      39 

read  the  third  time 42 

third  reading  resumed,  and  bill  passed        -      56 
Dobson,  John  and  othen,  Mr.  Logan  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        ...    497 
Dobson,  Thomas,  and  Son,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred        -        -        -     100 
committee  discharged        ....    675 
Documents,  a  bill  authorizing  the  transmission 

of  certain,  free  of  postage,  read  twice      •      20 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -      21 
Domestic  Manufactures,  Mr.  Sanford  presented 
the  petition  of  the  American  Society  of 
New  York  for  the  encouragement  of,  re- 
ferred     38 

Mr.  Lanman  presented  a  similar  one  from 

Connecticut,  referred      ....      75 
Mr.  Sanford  presented  a  similar  petition 

from  boot  and  shoemaken  of  New  York      78 
Mr.  Dickenon  presented  a  similar  petition 

from  sundry  citizens  of  Pennsylvania      -     119 
Mr.  Trimble  presented  a  similar  petition 

from  citizens  of  Ohio     ....    237 
a  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the  army  in, 

read 488 

read  a  second  time  ....    490 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        -        .611 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    613 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
with  amendments         ....    626 
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bill  agreed  to,  with  an  amendment  to  the 

amendments  .....     674 

the  House  of  Representatives  and  Senate 

both  insist 685 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  York  relative  to  the 
protection  of,  read  ....    537 

Donnell,  John  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented 

the  memorial  oi,  referred        -        >        -    651 
Dougherty,  John,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....    480 
adverse  report  thereon        ....    577 
considered,  and  concurred  in     •        -        -    638 
Douglas,  Elisha,  Mr.  Miller  presentedlhe  peti- 
tion of,  referred 37 

(See  CkarUont  John,) 
Duane,  William,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Kentucky,  the  Military  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  a  certain  allowance  to        -    276 
that  committee  discharged,  and  the  subject 
referred  to  the  War  Department    -        -    576 
Dudley,  Edward  B.,  and  John  M.  Yandeef,  Mr. 

Stokes  presented  the  petition  of,  referred      46 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  (including  Anthony 

8.  Delisle,)  read 118 

read  a  second  time 159 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  366 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  370 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendment  -        .        >        .        .    566 
considered,  and  concurred  in    -        -        -     568 
Duelling,  Mr.  Morrii  submitted  resolutions  con- 

oeming 597 

laid  on  the  table         -        ...        .        .    636 
Do&n,  Sarah,  Mr.  Mellen  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 159 

adverse  report  thereon      ....    452 
Duplat,  Marc  Marie,  sen.,  Mr.  Gailtard  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred         -        -        -     156 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    432 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -    436 
Duponceau,  Peter  S.  and  others,  Mr.  Dickenon 

presented  the  memorial  of^  referred        -     119 
Duties,  a  bill  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
with  an  abstract  of  the  emoluments,  Ac, 
of  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of, 

read 460 

Duverge,  fiarthelemy,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisi- 
ana presented  the  petition  of,  referred     -      55 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read        ...    453 

read  a  second  time 455 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  -  .461 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    462 

E. 

Easton,  Rufus,  and  heirs  of  James  Bru)6(  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 432 

committee  discharged        ....    675 
Eaton,  John  H.,  of  Tennessee,  attended  .        .        9 
speech  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill  -        -        -    508 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  sufferers  in  the  Sem- 
inole war 526 

on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
on  the  appropriation  bill        -        -        -    588 
Edwards,  Ninian,  of  IllinoLs,  attended      -        •        9 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts  to 
exclude  slavery,  dec 187 


Edwards,  Nioian — oontinosd. 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  nfpedsf «» 

public  lands  • 
on  the  bill  to  suspend  the  okiirtii^ 

of  lands,  dte. 
on  the  bill  making  foithei  pmiMai 

sales  of  public  lands  .    . 

on  the  military  appropristioss  •    .  ^ 

Electors  of  President  and  Yke  Piaial 

Dickenon     submitted  &  laaia. 

amend  the  Constitutional  it  nqs^ 

choice  of,  read  ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  refends-i.-, 

mittee  of  five  -  •  .  . 
reported  without  amendmest  -  • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading-  •  ■ 
read  the  third  time,  and  pund  •  ■ 
Elliot,  Jonathan.  (See  Law,  Ml) 
Elliott,  John,  of  Georgia,  attended  •  • 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Roberti's  ihiciT'st 

tion        - 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  Siruut^  dr. 
Ellis,  David,  and  others,,  Mr.OtiifraeKi 
petition  of,  referred  •    • 

Engrossed  Bills,  appointmeol  «f  cecac" 
Enrolled  Bills,  appointment  of  tkecoaaui- 
Equitable  Claims,  Mr.  Macon  nihoiiHe^i-> 
osition  that  authority  oogbr  to  kr 
to  the  Treasuiy  DeputacsttDsa: 
and  settle  all,  ^cc  - 
Executive  Offices,  a  bill  Irofli  theEmih 
resenUtiveamsking  appufcntwi^ft 
ply  deficiencies  in  sppiopniiwks 
fore  made  for  completing  the  dp  c 
President's  House  and  endB^  »f 
read  a  first  time 
read  a  second  time,  and  nksni   - 
reported  without  amendment   • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  ytmd- 
Expenditure  and  Application  of  MflBs^'^ 
of  the  Secretary  of  Wtraiiifs*^ 
a  statement  of 
a  similar  report  from  the  SmSsI'V 
Navy    -         -        -       ■     •  ■ 
Expenditures  for  Contingencies,  i^'v 

Secretary  of  War  of  -      • 
Extension  of  Time,  on  public  i^}^ 
presented  the  memoiisloftbeU^  ^ 
of  Indiana,  praying  an,  refecs 
a  similar  memorial  of  the  Legttb^*^  . 
sissippi  referred     •  *^. 

Extra  Compensation,  Mr.  Robert!  p*^' 
resolution  directing  the  i/fc^-' 
certain  officers  andeertsnttei* 
ate,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading "     *      . 
read  the  third  time,  snd  paised- 

F. 

Farral,  Samuel,  Mr.  Vsn  Dyke  p«i«»^^''. 
tition  of        -       -      •  al^s^ 

Farmeis*  Bank  of  AlexandriitMr.^; 
sented  the  petition  of,  for  ^"rj^ 
inclusion  therewith  of  the  l»» 

referred  -       -      '  jjl-cs 

Finance,  appointment  of  the  ftiB«"» 

tee  of    -        -       -      '    L,»t 
so  much  of  the  Me«saff«  w  '*™. 
fenred  to  said  comauttc> 
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Fines,  a  Menage  from  the  Prendent,  with  a  re* 
port  from  the  Secretary  of  State  embracing 
a  list  of»  incurred  under  the  act  to  puniih 
certain  crimes,  dtc        ....    480 
Finney,  Elkanah,  and  othen,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  relief  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred         ...    592 
reported  without  amendment     ...    604 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...        -    640 
read  the  third  time  and  passed  •        •        -    651 
Fire  Engines,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Monil,  the  Com- 
mittee OB  the  District  of  Columbia  were 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  the  acts  to 
purchases  had  been  executed  ...    689 
Flood,  Martha,  a  bill  from  the  Honse^  for  relief 
*    of,  read  twice  and  referred      -        -        .    593 
reported  without  amendment     ...    637 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    675 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     678 
Foreign  Commerce  of  the  United  States,  a  bill 
to  provide  for  obtaining  accurate  state- 
ments of  the,  read         ....      28 
read  a  second  time    .....      56 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....      68 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...      74 
Foreign  Gold  Coins,  Mr.  Otis  submitted  a  reso- 
lution respecting   -        -        -        -        -313 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  a  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  that  State  on 
the  subject  of,  both  referred   -        -        -    612 
Foreign  Relations,  appointment  of  the  standing 

committee  of 26 

Foreign  Ships  of  War  and  Privateers,  so  much 
of  the  Message  as  relates  to  the  designa- 
tion of  particular  ports  for  the  admission 
of,  referred  to  the  Naval  Committee        -      29 
said  committee  discharged,  and  the  subject 

referred  to  that  of  Foreign  Relations       -      55 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
designating  the  ports  within  which,  shall 
be  permitted  to  enter,  read  twice    -        -    691 
read  Aie  third  time,  and  passed  ...    696 
Forfeiture  of  Lands,  Mr.  Noble  submitted  a  reso- 

lation  to  suspend  the  sale  or  -        -        -32 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands 34 

a  bill  further  to  suspend  the  sale  or,  read  -    417 
read  a  second  time   .....    426 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    489 
Forging  Papers  or  Vouchers,  Mr.  Eaton  submit- 
ted a  resolution  instructing  the  Judicianr 
Committee  to  inquire  whe^er  any  amend- 
ment is  necessary  in  the  criminal  code  to 
punish  persbns  guilty  of       -        •        -      77 
agreed  to,  and  so  referred  -        -        -        -      78 
Forman,  William  Gordon.   (See  Huntj  AMgaiL) 
Fowler,  Christopher,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read      21 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -      26 
report  of  said  committee    -        -        -        -      38 
bill  recommitted        .....      46 
a  report  recommending  rejection,  read        -      73 
Francia,  £.  de  la,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 524 

the  committee  discharged  ....    593 
Francis,  Ann,  a  bill  lor  the  relief  of,  and  the  legal 

representatives  of  Tench  Francis,  read  -  534 
read  a  second  time  .....  587 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  575 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    578 


*'*  Page, 

nking  Privilege,  Mr.  Wilson  submitted  a  res- 
olution extending  the,  to  the  President 
pro  tern,  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives       ...    433 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Post  Office 
Committee    -        -     .  -        -        -        -    436 
Fraser,  Angus  O.,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred         ...    600 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -    61 1 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    674 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    675 
Freeman,  Theron,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  .....    299 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    425 
considered,  and  concurred  in    -        -        -    436 
French  Ships  and  Vessels,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  impose  a  new  ton- 
nage duty  on,  read  twice       ...    694 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    696 
Frontiers  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Kentucky,  submitted  a  resolution  relating 
to  tibe  protection  of  the  -        -        -        -    605 
considered,  and  laid  on  the  table        -        -    616 
Furniture  of  the  old  Senate  Chamber,  Mr.  Rob- 
erts submitted  a  resolution  directing  the 

sale  of  the 29 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Peblic 
Buildings 32 

G. 

Gaillard,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  attended      -        9 
election  of,  as  President  nro  tempcre  -        -     236 
Gaillard,  Theodore.    (See  Bay,  EiAu  HalL) 
Galleries  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  Mr.  Stokea 
submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry  into  the 
expediency  of  enlarging  the  ...    532 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Buildings     -        -        -        -    534 
Gaudry  dc  Dufaure,  the  memorial  of,  referred  to 

the  Finance  Committee         ...    432 
General  Post  Office,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  repairing  the  roof  of 
the,  dbc,  read  twice       ....    692 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     693 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    696 
Georgia,   Mr.  Walker  submitted  a  resolution 
instructing  the  Judiciary  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  salary  of  the  district  judge  for  the  die- 

trictof 312 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  said  committee  -    313 

the  President  presented  the  memorial  of  the 

Legislature  of,  respecting  the  territoiy  in 

said  State  held  by  certain  Indian  tribes, 

read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Indian  Affairs 539 

Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  copy  of  an  aet  of 
the  Legislature  o(  to  which  the  consent 
of  Congress  is  asked,  referred        -        -    431 
a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  tethe 

said  act,  read         .....    488 
read  a  second  time    ...        -        -    490 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -        -    585 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        -    594 
Georgetown,  the  committee  to  whom  was  refers 
red  the  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of, 
praying  for  a  separate  court  west  of  Rock 
Creek,  were  discharged  ...    656 
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Ghent,  a  discussion  on  the  necessity  of  eontina- 
ing  the  office  of  Agent  of  the  Commission- 
ers under  the  Treaty  of         •        -        >    673 
Giles,  Aqnila,  Mr.  King  of  New  York  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred      -        -        -    312 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    439 
(|odfrey  Gabriel,  Mr.  Buggies  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  .....    234 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         ...    477 
read  a  second  time    •        -        .        .        .    480 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    492 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .    495 

Goetz  and  Westphal,  Mr.  RolMsrts  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....    430 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and  the  heirs  of  Abra- 
ham Nippe,  read  -        -        .        .        -    455 
read  a  second  time    .....    459 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    462 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...    467 
GoTemment,  a  bill  irom  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of,  for  the  year  1820,  read       -        -    625 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        .     526 
reported  with  amendments        ...    665 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    676 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  some 

of  the  amendments,  and  disagree  to  others    677 
the  Senate  receded  from  the  amendments 

disagreed  to  -        -        -        .        .        .    689 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Reinresentatives,  in 

addition  to  the  above     -  ^      .        .        •    687 
twice  read,  and  referred    ....    680 
reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed    .....    696 
Grant,  Vincent,  Mr.  San  ford  presented  the  peti« 

tion  of,  referred 36 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read       ....    364 

read  a  second  time 369 

the  third  reading  negatived        ...    600 
Grant,  Herbert,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     .....    647 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    677 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        .    684 
Greene,  James,  &.  Co.,  Mr.  Wilson  presented  the 

Jietition  of,  referred        -        >        .        -      27 
,    ames,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred  to  War  Department     -        .    467 
Groen,  Peter  Manus,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 

had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers   -        -    577 
Guerlain,  Lewis  H.,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  -        -      65 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         ...    620 
read  a  third  time      .....    622 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .    674 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .    675 

Gulf  of  Mexico,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  sub- 
mitted  a  resolution  of  inquiiy  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  the  purchase 
of  a  sufficient  number  of  vessels  to  protect 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  in  the    417 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee .......    426 

(See  VesBeh  of  War.) 

H. 

Hackley,  Richard  S.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  twice 
read      .......     602 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  .  606 


Haley,  Samuel,  Mr.  Panott  pie«Dtidibx 
tion  of,  referred    - 
(See  Isles  of  Shoais.) 
Hall,  Caleb  B.,  and  others,  Mr.lIdla|Rs; 

ed  the  petition  o^  referred    - 
Hall,  Margaret,  a  bill  from  the  Hootof  1q» 
sentatives  for  relief  of,  twin  m^ . ' 
indefinitely  postponed  .     . 

Hanson,  Alexander  C,  on  motion  of  Mi,% 
ford  it  was  resolved  to  wear  en^ . 
usual  time,  for  the  late,  a  Dosberv: 
Senate  -         ..... 
Hardeman,  Thomas,  Mr.  Eaton  prMaid& 
petition  of,  referred       -      -     . 
the  committee  discharged  •      •     . 
Harding,  John,  and  Giles.   (See  IfkkBi.  k. 
Harpole,  George,  and  .^ntoine  BnvB,)LL 
ton  presented  the  petition  oC  nknii 
the  committee  discharged  -      ■     . 
leave  granted  to  withdraw  hii  pipen 

Hart,  Eli,  Mr.  Sanibrd  presented  the  pttisec 
referred  -        .... 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read      •     • 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  ic: 

reading  -        -       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  paoed      •  • 
Hart,  Robert,  and  others,  Mr.  Bioini  past 
the  memorial  of,  referred      -     •  • 
Hart,  Ephraim,  Mr.  Sanford  preiented  lb  ffr 
tion  of,  referred     -       ... 
adverse  report  thereon  ... 

considered,  and  concurred  in    -     - 
Hawley,  Daniel,  the  President  coomvbsb. 
the  petition  of,  referred  -      •    • 
the  committee  discharged  -      .     • 
Hayes,  James,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  pme&tedikk^ 

tition  oi^  referred ' 

adverse  report  thereon 
Haynes,  David,  and  others,  Mr.Heikaptas- 

ed  the  petition  of,  refened    •    • 
Hazlehurst,  Robert.     (See  IngraJuus,Sm 
Heaps,  John,  a  bill  from  the  HoaieafSfi^ 
sentatives  for  relief  of  the  widoviCr 
read,  and  referred  -        .      -    •   ' 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  '  ! 

read  the  third  time,  and  paK»d        '' 
Hendricks,  Harmon.     (See  Iknian,  L^^ 

Company.) 
Henly,  David,  Mr.  UoheitM  presentsd  u^  . 
tion  of,  referred      -        -      -    '  * ' 
a  bill  authorizing  payment  to,  for  b^ 
muskets,  read        >       •      *    '  ' 
read  a  second  time    -       •      *    '  ' 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasMd- 
returned  from  the  House  of  Btfotai^ 

with  an  amendment 
considered,  and  concurred  in    -     '   ' 
Henrick,  the  Danish  brigantine,  a  meittg^o^ 
mitting  sundry  papen  in  nlatiMl'* 
case  of,  referred  to  the  Conuniw^ 
Foreign  Relations         -      '     [ia^ 
Herington,  Elisha,  Mr.  Edwards  pwtfW^; , 
petition  of,  referred       •      '  vl  1 
Herington,  EUsha,  and  others,  Mr.  Edf«a 
presented  also  another  petitioo  of,  '«""'*  j 
to  same        -        .      -      ■     ' 
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Hibbard,  Shubae!  P.,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  ....  480 

Hightower»  Thomas,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        •        .        .      '  .  '38 

adverse  report  thereon       -        >        .'       .  76 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        •        .79 
Hodge,  George.    (See  Bony,  Edward,) 
Hodgson,  Rebecca,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....  27 

adverse  report  thereon      -        -        •        .  42 

considered,  and  concurred  in      -        -        -  47 
Hooker,  Samuel  F.,  Mr.  Morril  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....  32 

adverse  report  thereon       ....  200 

report,  dtc,  recommitted  -        .        .        -  431 

a  further  unfavorable  report       ...  490 

considered,  and  concurred  in     -        >        >  494 

Horsey,  Outerbridge,  of  Delaware,  attended      -  9 

remarks  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill         -  644 
Hnghea,  James,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

referred         ......  74 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  84 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  157 

rea.d  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -        -  159 
Hunt,  Abijah,  and  William  Grordon  Forman,  a 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  relief  o^  twice  read,  and  referred  600 
reported  with  amendments        ...  604 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  with  the  amend- 
ments    •  649 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  651 

Hunter,  William,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended     -  9 

remarks  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill        -        -  521 

remarks  of,  on  the  claim  of  the  Winters   .  607, 

618 
Hunter,  Thomas,  Mr.  Ruggles  submitted  a  res- 
olution   instructing    the  Committee  of 
Claims  to  provide  for  settling  the  claims 

of 36 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  said  committee  •  36 
a  bill  for  the  relief  off  read  ...  623 
read  a  second  time  .  -  .  .  •  532 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  .  .  -  613 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        .        -616 

I. 

Illinois,  Mr.  Thomas  submitted  a  resolution,  in- 
structing the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  additional  districts  for  the  sale 
of  public  lands  in  the  State  of  -  •  76 
resolution  agreed  to,  and  referred  accord- 
ingly      78 

Importations,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  memo- 
rial, of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New 
York,  recommending  the  continuance  of 
the  present  mode  of  collecting  duties  on, 
referred         ---...      78 
Imports,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  regulate  the  duties  on,  read  twice, 
and  referred  .-..«.    649 
reported  with  amendments        ...    653 
postponed  till  next  session         ...    656 
Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force 
the  act  supplementary  to  the  act  to  regu- 
late the  collection  of  the  duties  on,  read      34 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        .        -      29 
reported  with  an  amendment     •       •        -100 


Imports  and  Tonnage— continued.  Page. 

bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading     ...    362 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    366 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  an  amendment,  and  concurred  in    •     600 
Indian  Affairs,  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee on       -.-...      57 
Indian  Trade,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  sub- 
mitted a  resolution,  instructing  the  said 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expedient 
of  amending  the  system  of      >        -        -      80 
report  of  said  committee,  that  a  change  of 

the  system  is  inexpedient  ...  575 
considered,  and  concurred  in  -  -  -  595 
a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of,  read        -    417 

read  a  second  time 429 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    460 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        *    462 
Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing.       461 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs        .....    407 
Indiana,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of«  relating  to  a  certain 
township  of  land  in,  referred  -        -        -    313 

Indians,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented 
the  memorial  of  the  yearly  meeting  of 
Friends,  respecting  the  civilization  of  the, 

referred 364 

Indulgence  Bill.     (See  Forfeiture.) 
Ingraham,  Henry,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  pre- 
sented the  petition  0^  referred         -        -      38 
adverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        -     158 
considered,  and  concurred  in      •        -        -    200 
Inland  Frontier,  Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  reso- 
lution, directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
cause  to  be  prepared  a  plan  for  employing 
the  officers  ana  soldiers  of  the  Army,  in 
making  an  accurate  survey  of  the  -        -    650 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee     -        -    656 
Internal  Duties  and  Direct  Tax,  annual  report 

of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on      -      39 

Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  concerning,  read        -    597 

read  a  second  time    -        •        .        •        .    603 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    648 

indefinitely  postponed        ....    653 

Invalid  Pensions,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  revive  and  continue  in 
force,  for  one  year,  the  act  concerning, 
read  three  times,  and  passed  ...  696 
Irwin,  Alexander,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 76 

Isaac,  Robert.  (See  Remisnon  ofDutiei,) 
Isles  of  Shoals,  Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  sundry  merchants,  and  others,  of 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  praying 
the  erection  of  a  lighthouse  on  the,  re- 
ferred     100 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  light- 
house, dbc,  read 488 

read  a  second  time 490 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  590 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  594 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  an  amendment,  and  agreed  to  -  694 
a  bill  authorizing  the  repair  of  a  sea  wall  at 

the,  read 677 

read  a  second  time 684 

ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table  .       >       -    687 
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Jackaon,  Major  General  Andrew,  Mr.  King,  of 
New  York,  preoented  the  memorial  of,  in 
relation  to  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  aubject  of  the  Seminole  campaign, 
made  at  the  last  sevsion,  laid  on  the  table  439 
ordered  to  be  printed        .        •        .        .    473 

Jackson,  Sally,  Mr.  Panott  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    --..-.    461 
committee  dincharged        ....    672 

Jackson,  George,  Mr.  Trimble  presented  the  pe- 
tition of        -        -        ...        .  603 
committee  discharged        ....  690 
Johnson,  Henry,  of  Louisiana,  attended    -        -  37 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  making  further  pro- 
vision for  the  sale  of  public  lands    -        .  485 

Johnson,  Richard  M.,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Kentucky,  in  place  of  J.  J. 
Crittenden,  resigned,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, &c       -       * 46 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  oonceming  the 
Indian  trade 88 

OB  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  •        -        .    345 

on  his  resolutioDs  oonceming  the  navigation 
of  the  Ohio,  ice    .....    441 

on  the  bill  making  further  provision  for  the 
sale  of  public  lands        ....    435 

on  his  resolution  for  giving  a  Delegate  to  the 
District  of  Columbia      ....    553 

remarks  of,  on  receding  from  an  amend- 
ment    .......    5Qg 

on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  Army        -        -    608 

Jones,  George  W.,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 

memorial  of,  referred     .        -        .        •    863 
Jones,  Fielding,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  re- 

feried 693 

reported  without  amendment     ...    597 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -    641 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    644 

Jones,  Charles,  J.  and  Richard  Buckner,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  re- 
lief of,  read  twice,  and  referred      -        •    593 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  ....    656 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •    673 

Jonidan,  B.  and  P.,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana 

presented  the  petition  o^  referred  -        -    365 
the  committee  discharged  -        •        -    611 

Journals  of  the  Old  Convention,  dec,  a  Massage 
from  the  President  giving  the  informa- 
tion that  certain  copies  of  the,  which  had 
been  ordered  to  be  printed  were  deposited 
in  the  State  Department  subject  to  the 
order  of  Congress  -        -        -        -      29 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  further  distribution  of 
the,  twice  read,  and  referred  ...      47 
reported  with  an  amendment    -        -        -      80 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         -        .        .81 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended      85 
another  resolution  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  distribution  of  certain  co- 
pies of  the,  twice  read,  and  referred        •    628 
reported  without  amendment     ...    638 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    653 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         .        -    673 


Journals  of  the  Senate,  pnriimi  tiik^  ^ 
1814,  on  motion  of  Mi.  BtikB.;:^ 
diciary  Committee  wen  isiinciali 
quire  into  the  state  of  (be,  ^.    . 
report  of  said  committee  •     .    • 
ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  taUi  •    • 
resolution  adopted  to  print  thm^i^ 
copies  of  the 
Journals  and  State  Papers,  Mr.  Robcn«& 
ted  a  resolution  of  inquiry  ik6er 
regulation  be  expedient  to  mam, 
number  of   copies  o(  ImhiIb  i . 
printed           -        -       -     .    . 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  scenes 
report  of  said  committee  -     •    - 
considered  and  ooncuned  in    -    • 
Judidal  System,  a  bill  fdither  \»  eodz 
read      -        -        .... 
read  a  second  time,  and  refemd    • 
reported  without  ameBdaieot  -    - 
a  bill  further  to  amend  the,  byisuti 
additional  circuit,  read  twice,  tidtt*. 
reported  without  amendinent  -    - 
indefinitely  postponed 
Judiciary,  appointment  of  the  ftio&i  m& 
tee  on  the     -        

K. 

Kausler,  W.  C^  Mr.  Walker  of  Gtepp 
aented  the  petition  of,  refemd    - 
adverse  report  thereon  •    - 

(See  Eemistion  ofDnjkt) 
Kennedy,  Anthony,  Mr.  Lowrie  praatfi'- 
petition  of,  referred       -     * 
the  committee  discharged 
leave  to  withdraw  hb  ptpns   • 
Kentucky  Ohio  Canal  Compenj,  Ut.  Ust 
of  Ken  tacky,  submitted  t  »*»• 
inquire  into  the  expediency  «fRict 
to  the  stock  of  the 
agreed  to,  and  referred  tetheCaaa' 
on  Roads  and  Canals    -     -    ; 
Kermion,  Labedoyere  de,  Mr.  Jstnw  a^ 
iana  presented  the  petition  ^^ 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read      ■ 
read  a  second  time  -       *     '      . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ^ 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  • 

Key,  Francis  S.,  and  others,  Mr.  Woj^  ^ 
the  petition  of,  referred 

King,  William  R„  appwitol « ^; 

Legislature  of  Alabame,  V^\ 

credentials,  dtc.  - 
lot  drawn  to  serve  three  /«•"'.  ^. 
remarks  of,  on  the  sale  of  pw»!r  .. 
on  reconsidering  the  Bankrupt  Jii  , 
on  the  general  ApproprutioD  W  . 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  ^^^Z^^ 

King,  Rufus.  appointed  *»/ ^^J^Ki '- 
New  York,  pioAxke^i^ii^^'f^^t 
speech  of,  on  the  bUl  to  ching*"**', . 
disposing  of  the  poWichs*  •     ,  ^ 
remarks  of,  on  thebiUwn'W^W.  ^' 
forfeiture  of  land  -      '     '    .     ' 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Edward*  '..\i^' 
on  the  biU  for  adjustment  of  W»  "^  . . 
on  the  Bankrupt  bill       '   . '^^  ' 
on  reoonsidering  the  w<»  <"  "* 
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lufusy  remarks  of— continaed.  Page. 

allowing  a  Delegate  from  the  Dlatrict  of 

Colambia 566 

the  General  Appropriation  bill      -     570,  673 

the  bill  recpectiog  the  District  banks     -  645 

the  slave  trade  resolutions    ...  698 

pot,   Jacob,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the 
House   of  RepresentatiTes  ibr  relief  of, 

read  t^Vtice,  and  referred         ...  592 

ported  witbtout  amendment    ...  699 

dered  to  a  third  reading          ...  647 

ad  the  third  time,  and  passed                   .  649 
an,    Joseph,  report  of  the  Bacretary  of 

State  on  the  memorial  of       -        -        -  428 


L. 

,  Joseph,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred        .... 

sold  and  unsold,  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  with  statements  of  the 
quantity  of,  in  certain  States  ... 

Claims,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  several 
acts  for  the  adjustment  of,  in  the  State  of 
Ijonisiana  and  Territory  of  Missouri,  read 

ead  a  second  time,  and  referred 

eported  with  amendments        ... 

imendments  considered,  and  adopted 

irdered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

ead  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Office,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  on  the 
subject  of  an  additional,  at  Brownstown, 
referred         ..... 
-eport  of  inexpediency      ... 
considered,  and  concurred  in      > 
>8,  purchssed  of  Indians,  Mr.  Trimble  sub 
mitted  two  resolutions  of  inquiry  in  re 
>    lation  to  the  expenditures  for 
^g^reed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Treasury  De 
I     partment 

ruille,  Frands  B^  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louis- 

^    iana  presented  the  petition  of,  referred 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

'read  a  second  time    .        .        .        - 

'ordered  to  a  third  reading 

'read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

nan,  James,  of  Connectieut,  attended 

'  remarks  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill 

*on  the  Military  appropriations  • 

on  reconsidsring  tiie  vote  on  the  Bankrapt 

bill 

dns,  James,  Mr.  Dana  presented  the  peti 
'      tion  of,  telenred     .... 
'  adverse  report  thereon       ... 

considered,  and  concurred  in      - 


480 


523 


159 
233 
489 
536 
539 
540 


56 
119 
157 


562 
565 

55 
466 
470 
473 
478 
9 
630 
556 

563 

360 
369 
640 


Laws  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  amend  the  act  pro- 
viding for  the  publication  of  the,  in  news- 
papers - 

read  the  first  time     .... 

read  a  seoond  time,  and  referred 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

amended,  and  again  ordered  to  a  third  read 
ing 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 

Leake,  Welter ,  of  Miasinippi,  attended    - 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Rcii«rts's  motion  to  ex 

elude  slavery  from  Missouri  - 
remarks  of,  on  the  Military  appropriations 
on  his  motion  to  reconsider  the  Ocean 

steamer  bill 

Lefevre,  Joseph,  Mr.  Johuion  of  Louisiana  pre 
sented  the  petition  of,  referred 
adverse  report  thereon       ... 
report  reversed,  and  bill  ordered 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Leiper,  Thomas  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerion  pre* 
sented  the  memorial  of,  referred     - 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  another  of  the  same 
referred  to  same    .... 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read      ... 

read  a  second  time    .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Library,  Mr.  Dickerson  submitted  a  resolution 
for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee 
on  the,  read  twice  .        .        .        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

appointment  of  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate 


Page. 


lb,  Conrad,  a  bill  from  ^t  Honse  of  Repre. 

sentatives  for  relief  .of  the  legal  represent- 
I      attves  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  -        -    692 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed 696 

w,  Thomif,and  others,  Mr.  Hunter  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred       ...    524 

w,  John,  and  Jonathan  Elliot,  a  bill  from  the 

HuuM  of  Representatives  for  relief  of, 

read  twice,  and  referred          ...  592 

reported  without  amendment     ...  600 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  647 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  649 


545 
551 
558 
620 

674 
675 

9 

195 
547 

627 

55 
470 
478 
479 
488 
492 
495 

73 

167 
540 
551 
620 
623 


11 
21 

22 


Limitation  of  periods  of  service,  Bir.  Dickerson 
submitted  a  reeokitton  concerning  the,  in 
case  of  officers  connected  with  the  ooUeo- 
tion  and  receipt  of  public  moneys  •  -  25 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee   28 

a  bill  for  the,  of  certain  officers  to  four  years, 

read 623 

read  a  second  time    .....    625 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    674 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  675 

Literary  Institutions,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  res- 
olution of  inquiry  into  the  expediency 
of  appropriating  lands  for  the  encourage- 
ment of,  within  the  old  States,  corres- 
ponding with  those  made  for  the  new  -  456 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands 459 

Lloyd,  Edward,  appointed  by  the  Legislature  of 
Maryland,  produced  his  credentials,  and 

was  qualified 36 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  -      93 
remarks  of,  on  his  amendment  to  the  Bank- 
rupt bill         541 

on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  Army  in  domes- 
tic fabrics 608 

Logan,  William,  of  Kentucky,  attended  •        >        9 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  touching  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States    .  <     -        .44 
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Logan,  William,  remarks  of— continued.  Page, 

on  hie  resolntion  concerning  the  Sedition 

law 48 

speech  of,  on  his  Bank  resolntion      •        -  58 

on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  -        -        -  114 

the  credentials  of,  communicated,  and  read  256 

remarks  of,  on  Military  Appropriation  bill  548 

on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houaes  588 
Lord,  Archibald  B.,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        -        -        -  40 

adverse  report  thereon       .        «        .        .  649 

considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        «  651 
Lost  Military  Land  Warrants,  -a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  supplementary 
to  the  act  providing  for  cases  of,  twice 

read,  and  referred .        .        -        -        -  612 

reported  without  amendment     ...  622 

indefinitely  postponed       -        -        .        .  654 
Loud,  Eliphalet,  and  others,  Mr.  Otis  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  to  the  Secretary 

ofSute 602 

report  of  that  officer  thereon      -        -        -616 

Louisiana,  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  with  a  copy  of 
a  special  report  of  the  Reguter  and  Re- 
ceiver of  the  eastern  district  of  tbe  State 

of,  read -      75 

Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  of  in- 
quiry into  the  expediency  of  providing  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Surveyor  General  for      76 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

Public  Lands 81 

Mr.  J.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the 

Legislature  of,  praying  a  grant  of  certain 

lands,  referred        .....     525 

Mr.  J.  also  presented  another  memorial  of 

the  same,  relating  to  land  titles  in  the 

State  of 525 

a  bill  to  appropriate  apartments  in  the  new 
custom-house  at  New  Orleans  for  the  use 
of  the  District  Court  of,  read  -        -    566 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  568 
reported  without  amendment  ...  577 
ordered  to  a  tbird  reading  ...    626 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    628 

a  bill  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  Clerk  and 

Marshal  of  the  District  Court  of,  read  •  568 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  575 
reported  without  amendment  ...  604 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    648 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    648 

Louisville,  Kentucky,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson, 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  port  of 
entry  at        -----        -    524 

Love,  George,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    -        -        -        -        -        -361 

adverse  report  thereon       ....    577 

considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -    585 
Low,  Andrew,  and  Co.,  Mr.  Elliott  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -        -        -    .    -    364 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    432 

Lowrie,  Walter,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended       -        9 
speech  of,  on  the  restriction  of  slavery  in 
Missouri        ......    201 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  the  sale 

of  public  lands 448 

on  the  bills  respecting  forfeiture         -        -    465 


Lucas,  Fielding,  Jr.    (SesiKra,;^. 
Lyon,  Matthew,  the  PRsdentoosaiia' . 
memorial  of  - 
on  motion  of  Mr.  LogiaitvM  :e^ 

the  Committee  of  Chiw 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of^  reai     .   . 

read  a  second  time    -      .    .   . 

Mr.   Barbour  submitted  mk^:%. 

touching  the  case  of     -     • 

(See  Sedition  Law.) 

Macarty,  E.,  the  hein  ot  (See  Datne. 
Mace,  Abraham,  the  committee  to  vie? 

tition   ot,  was  refened,  wm  k.: 

from  the  constderadoD  tbenst   • 
Macomb,  Sarah,  Mr.  Rnggiei  pieniK. 

titioa  of,  refeired  -      •    • 
the  committee  dischsiged  •     • 
Macon,  Nathaniel,  of  North  Cinfiu  \u- 
speech  of,  on  the  Maine  isd  Iboc. 
on  Mr.  Roberts's  motisD  -     • 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  lefpedu^jsi- 

sales 

on  the  Bankrupt  bill 
on  the  military  appropristioiv  • 
on  the  General  Appropniti9&  i£ 
on  the  bill  respecting  the  Dittk:  iu 
Maine,  Mr.  Mellon  presented  tl«i«a 

people  of  the  District  cX,}nf^'^ 

sion  into  the  Union,  refand-   ■ 
a  bUl  esUbUshing  a  cireoit  etwf iri> 

trict  of,  read  -       -      ■     * 
read  a  second  time,  and  refernc  ■ 
reported  wiUiout  ameodmeiit  • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  • 
returned  from  the  Honscof&p** 

with  amendments,  and  coiic8nei<: 
a  bill  decUring  the  adinim»tf85 

of,  into  the  Union,  retd     • 
read  the  second  time,  and  leliBni 
reported  with  an  *»«^"*°|V, 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  J^«w*^ 

the  same  tenor     -      '  ^\ti 
twice  read,  and  refiBrred  to  te  ^"^ 

Committee    -       '     /      -r 
reported  with  an  amendoeit*- 

Missouri        -       •      ',  'gn- 
the  said  amendment  detated, « 
Mnine  and  Miisouri,  Mr- Thoiw^.^ 
amendment  to  the  ^vmwv^^ 

bUl,  prohibiting  •»»^5'i?Tw, 
36^  30"  excepting  withiaa"^ 
said  proposed  State      •    ' -^ 
Mr.  T.  withdrew  said  amenjUJ*^*. 
a  new  section,  to  the  bUl 

which  new  section  ww  ^fFT^ 
the  bill  tiius  amended,  and  fiu«» 
in  its  tiUe,  was  read  the  thirf^ 

passed  -        -       "     .'  ^fa-js^ 
tiie  House  of  RepresenUUttf J^ 

ceive  the  amendment ortt«    ^ |, 
the  Senate  tefuaed  to  recede  f^ 

souri  amendment  •      *    . 
tiie  House  of  Reprwent*^*'" 


XXJX 


INDEX. 


XXX 


Senate  Proceedmiffs  and  Debates. 


Maine  and  MisBOuri— continued.  Page, 

the  second  report  of  ihc  conference  agreed 
to,  and  the  Secretary  ordered  to  notify  the 
same  to  the  House  of  Representatives    -     472 
Mallory,  Charles  K.,  and  others,  Mr  Barbour 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred   -        -    544 
Manufactures,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates 
to,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  (>om- 

merce  and 20 

March,  William,  Mr.  Melien  presented  the  pe- 
tition ofy  referred 466 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  thereon       •    494 
Majfield,   George,    Mr.  Sanford  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....     200 
adverse  report  thereon       -        •        -        -    531 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -        •        -    594 
Medical  Department  of  the  Army,  a  bill  further 

to  regulate  the,  read      ...        -    620 

read  a  second  time 622 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -    648 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    649 
Meeteer,  Samuel,  and  W.,  Mr.  Lloyd  presontcd 

the  memorial  of,  referred         -        -        -      74 
Melchior,  Isaac,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre* 
sentatives  for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and 

referred 582 

reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  597 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  647 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    649 

Melien,  Prentiss,  of  Massachusetts,  attended  -  9 
speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  -  89 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts,  restricting 

slavery  -.---.-     175 
on  the  Bankrupt  bill  .        -        -      511, 629 

Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  Mr. 
Hunter  presented  the  petition  of  the, 
praying  repayment  of  certain  stamp  du- 
ties, referred 255 

a  bill  for  relief  of  the,  read         -        .        -  361 

read  a  second  time 366 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  370 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  371 
Merrill,  James,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

referred 592 

reported  without  amendment     ...  602 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  647 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  649 
Message,  the  President's  Annual      ...        .12 
reference  of  the,  to  various  committees        20,  29 

Michigan  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  cause  to  be  printed  the 

laws  of  the,  read 525 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -        -    531 
reported  without  amendment     ...    568 
read  the  third  time,  and  p^issed  ...    622 
Military  Affairs,  appointment  of  the  standing 

committee  on         -        -        -        .        .      26 
Military  Service,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives making  partial  appropriation 
for  the,  for  the  current  year,  read   .        -      46 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        •        -      47 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        -      55 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....      69 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        •      74 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  of 

the  same  title,  read        ....    499 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred      -        -    501 

16th  Con.  1st  Sess.— ^ 


Military  Service — continued.  Pagt. 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  for  the,  for  the  year 
1820,  read  twice,  and  referred        -        .     534 
reported  with  amendments,  and  debated    -     545 
Mr.  Sanford  presented  sundry  documents 
received  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  re- 
lation to  the 548 

bill  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  557 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  558 
the  House  of  Representatives  disagree  to  the 

amendments  .....    577 

the  Senate  ask  a  conference  ...  589 
to   which    the   House   of  Representatives 

agree 590 

the  managers  report  a  non-agreement        -    694 
on  consideration,  the  Senate  agreed  to  re- 
cede       599 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowrie,  a  committee  was 
sppointed  to  request  of  the  President  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  at  the 
next  session,  certain  information  relating 
to  the 606 

Militia,  appointment  of  the  standing  committee 

on  the 26 

a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 

annual  abstract  of  the    ....     558 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
establish  a  unif  mn  nK>de  of  diaciplioing 
the,  twice  read,  and  referred  ...     626 
reported  without  amendment    ...     643 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    684 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •    687 

Miller,  Christopher,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  a 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky 
in  behalf  of,  referred      -        .        -        -       74 
committee  discharged    ,    -        -        -        •     159 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 

relief  of,  twice  read,  and  referred    -        .     593 
reported  without  amendment    •        -        .    597 

laid  on  the  table 641 

taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  044 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .     648 

Miller,  George.    (See  Converse,  DanieL) 
Milne,  Alexander,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louiiiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        -      65 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read        -        -    497 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    598 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    602 

Mint,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

with  a  report  of  the        -        •        -        -      41 

a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
the  annual  report  of  the  Director  of  the  -    491 
Mississippi,  Mr.  Williams  offered  a  resolution  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering 
the  time  for  holding  the  district  court  in    409 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee    ......    501 

Mississippi  Stock,  Mr.  Otis  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion in  relation  to  the    -        -        -        -    313 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Finance  Oom- 

miuee 360 

Missouri  Territory,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  me- , 
morial  of  the  Legislature  of,  praying  to  * 
be  admitted  into  the  Union,  referred  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee        ...      42 

a  copy  of  the  memorial      -        -        -        -      43 

a  motion  to  amend  the  Maine  bill  by  adding 
Missouri  thereto 78 
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MiMOuri  Territory — continoed.  Page. 

debate  on  the  aaid  motion  •        -        -      85 

the  motion  carried 424 

(See  Maine  and  Miseouri.) 

Mr.  Roberta  moved  to  insert  a  clause  re- 
stricting slavery 86 

the  question  on  the  motion  taken,  and  neg- 
atived    369 

Mr.  Burrill  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting the  articles  of  the  ordinance  of 
1787 

the  motion  withdrawn  for  a  substitute  offered 
by  Mr.  Thomas      -        -        -        -        - 

the  substitute  withdrawn  -        -        .        . 

a  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives) with  the  bill  to  enable  the  people 
of,  to  form  a  State  constitution,  dec,  read 
twice     -«--.-- 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments    


360 

363 
367 


467 


469 

Moneys  transferred,  report  from  the  Secretary  of 

War,  with  a  statement  of      -        -        -  46 
Montpelier.    (See  Danville.) 

Morrii,  David  L.,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended  9 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  -  99 

on  Mr.  Roberts's  motion  respecting  slavery  136 
in  reply   to  Messrs.  Logan,  Macon,  and 

others -        -294 

on  the  military  appropriations    -        -        -  .546 

on  his  duelling  resolution  -        -        -        -  631 
Mortimer,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        -        -        -  157 
adverse  report  thereon       ....  360 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -  362 
MuUin,  John  W.,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    .....  565 
Muskets.     (See  Henley ^^  Damd) 
MeCormick,  Alexander,  Mr.  Roberts  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  ....  430 

adverse  report  thereon       ....  466 

considered,  and  concurred  in      -        -        -  459 

McDonald,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives,  for  relief  of,  read  -        -  42 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  46 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  167 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -  372 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  388 
McGrew,  John,  Richard  Cravat,  Hardy  Perry,  and 
Beley  Cheney,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred  ..•-.-  600 

reported  without  amendment    ...  604 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  649 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  661 

McHenry,  James.    (See  Remission  of  Duties.) 
McNair,  Matthew,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred  ....  624 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  ....  640 
read  the  second  time  ....  661 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  623 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  626 
McNeil,  Joseph,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred  -  -  66 
adverse  report  thereon  ....  426 
report  reversed,  and  a  bill  ordered  -  -  440 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  ...  463 
read  a  second  time  ...  -  -  466 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  -  .  460 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  462 


Natchez,  Mr.  WUUiini,  of  Min- 
ted a  resolution  mpedbgin.- 
St.  Stephens,  in  AlabaiBa    . 
agreed  to,  and  referred  totkCzi 
Poet  OfBccs,  dx.  .... 

National   Industry,  Mr.  Dickenei  ^ 
memorial  of  a  am^euUoiiurc 
of,  in  New  Jenej,  rdani  • 

National  Road,  Mr.  Edwards  nas^-.  - 
resolution  of  the  Lcgidatan  &>  1 . 
relation  to  the,  reiiemd  •    -     i 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  a  sssu:  9^ 
from  that  of  Ohio  .      ... 

referred  to  the  Committee  oi  8*^  i 
nals      -        

Mr.  Noble  presented  a  menonixi 
gialature  of  Indiana  piTiof  icc 
tion  of  the,  referrsd  to  sum  •   •  • 

a  Message  from  the  PresideiiitBaB'- 

the  report  of  the  Secntsirtf  &  • 

ury  of  the  annaal  expeoHoms-.i 

Naval  Affairs,  appointment  of  tkiittti: 

mittee  on | 

Naval  Service,  a  report  from  tii«  Secnir  • 
Navy  in  relation  to  the  roki,^: .: 
referred  to  the  above  coaxatt    | 

Mr.  Pleasants  sobmittediienifi&s;^'  [ 
ing  the  Secretary  of  the  Nityn  j 
aasistance  of  the  Nan  Coaikr 
revise  the  rules,  dtcnfortkc:? 
at  the  neit  session      •    ■ 

considered,  and  agreed  to- 

Navigation,  Mr.  KingofNewYada^'- 
resoIution  relating  to    • 

referred  to  theCommiltaoate- 
tiona      -        

a  bill  supplemenUry  to  iheictr-' 

twice  read     -       -      •    * 
copy  of  the  bill  in  fall      * 
ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  (*«?• 
Navy,  a  bUl  from  the  Hoose  of  E«?k-*  ^ 
in  addition  to  theactfflitefi^  ^ 
tions  for  the  jrcar  181/^     , 
read  a  second  time,  and  refais 
reported  without  amendiMii' 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  • 
read  the  third  time,  "<J  P^^-, 
report  of  the  Secrclajy  on  •»* 
expenses  of  the     -      -^^^ 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  SJ^ 
making  appropri.^'^^^^ 
the,  for  the  year  IW  w« 
read  a  second  time,  tad  refcrn* 
eported  without  tmeBdaea^ 
ead  the  third  timo,  and  ^ 


read  the  third 
Navy  Pension  Fund,  report 
ers  of  the,  read 


ofibfC^' 


n^'- 


Neutrality,  so  much  of  the  **2!llj,^, 
violations  of  oor,  w»  f*^  . 
diciaiy  Committee      • 
the  committee  dischaigw* 
NeviU,  Joshua,  Mr.  Smith  ^ 
tion  of,  referred    " 
adverse  report  thereon     ' 
considered  and  eoncwwH" 
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leans,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Lou- 
ft\a.nm,  the  report  of  the  commissioner  to 
LS»es8  the  damages  occasioned  by  the 
roops  'in  the  neighborhood  of,  was  or- 
lered  to  be  printed  ... 

ork  Hospital,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the 
uemorial  of  the  governors  of  the,  relating 
.o  their  relief  of  seamen,  dec,  referred  - 
Qy  Joshua,  Peter  Cook  and  James  Robb, 
Bi  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  relief  of,  twice  read  -  .  .  . 
id  the  third  time,  and  passed 
n ,  Robert,  Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  pe- 
tition  of,  referred  .  -  -  .  . 
verse  report  thereon  .  .  .  . 
nsidered,  and  concurred  in  -  -  - 
apers,  the  usual  resolution  passed  to  fur- 
nish, to  members  .  -  .  .  . 
n,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Roberts  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
Is,  John,  Mr. Eaton  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 

iverse  report  tbereon  .  .  .  • 
ad  and  concurred  in  -  -  -  - 
»te  reconsidered,  and  petition  recommitted 
biH  for  the  relief  o(^  and  others,  read 

)ad  a  second  time 

lank  in  the  bill  filled  .  .  .  . 
rdered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

3ad  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
8,  Anna  Maria,  and  others,  Mr.  Roberts 
presented  the  petition  of        -        - 
(See  Goeiz  4*  Weetphal,) 
,  James,  of  Indiana,  attended 
peech  of,  on  his  resolution  relating  to  the 
Western  Road  fund        .        .        .        . 
emarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  suspend  the  sale 
or  forfeiture  of  land       .... 
>n  bill  providing  for  the  sale  of  public  lands 
1  Carolina,  Mr.  8tokes  communicated  cer- 
tain acts  of  tbe  State  o^  to  which  the  as- 
sent of  Congress  was  asked,  referred 
I  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 

certain  acts  of  the  State  of,  read     - 
read  a  second  time    -        .        .        .        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading      *    - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  expense  of  survey- 
ing part  of  the  coast  of,  read  .        .        . 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading         ...... 

O. 

annon,  James,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ... 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
)rien,  Richard,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  pe 
tition  of,  referred  -        -        .        . 
a  bill  authorizing  a  settlement  of  the  ac 

counts  of,  read       .... 
read  a  second  time    .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
reid  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments  .        .        -        . 
considered,  and  agreed  to  - 


Page. 


-    426 


84 


692 
696 

443 
466 
459 

10 

37 

56 
256 
299 
312 
367 
369 
489 
490 
495 


-    454 

9 

463 


476 

485 


430 

524 
532 
613 
613 


595 
606 


41 
256 
277 
363 
366 

299 

540 
551 
614 
617 

693 
694 


Page. 
Occupants  of  Lands,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama, 
submitted  a  resolution  relative  to  the  pro- 
tection of,  dtc        .....    256 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands 276 

Ocean  Steamship  Company,  Mr.  Sanford  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  the,  referred  -  496 
a  bill  granting  certain  privileges  to  the,  read  534 
read  a  second  time  .....  537 
a  third  reading  negatived  ....  628 
the  vote  reconsidered  ....  627 
the  bill  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 628 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .  628 

O'Connor,  lohn,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        -  256 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         ...  369 

read  a  second  time 371 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          -  .     -        -  431 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  436 

Officers  of  the  Senate,  eight  rooms  in  the  north 
wing  of  the  Capitol  were  ordered  to  be 
labelled  and  furnished  for  the  use  of  com- 
mittees and 33 

Ogden,  Thomas  Ludlow,  Mr.  Sanford  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -        .        .        .  430 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  ...  488 

read  a  second  time     .....  490 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  620 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  623 

Ogden,  Abraham  and  others,  Mr.  King  of  Alaba- 
ma presented  the  petition  of,  referred      •    439 

Ohio,  Mr.  Ruggles  submitted  a  resolution  to  alter 
the  place  of  holding  the  United  States 

courts  in 873 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee   388 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  al- 
tering the  place  of  holding  said  courts, 
from  Chiilicothe  to  Columbus,  read         •    439 
read  a  second  time    .        -        •        .        .    448 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    450 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -    462 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  certain  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of,  respecting  the  appli- 
cation  of  an   appropriation    heretofore 
made,  for  a  certain  road,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Roads  and  Canals    -        •    477 
a  message  from  the  President,  with  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  show- 
ing the  execution  of  the  act  respecting  the 
north  and  west  boundaries      ...    480 
Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  resolution  inquir- 
ing of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the 
quantity  of  land  sold  in,  dec  ...    494 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  reply         -        •        -        -        -        -    523 

Ohio  River,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted 
a  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  appropriating  forty  thousand  dollars 
to  improve  the  navigation  of  tbe      -        -    437 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals    -        .        -        .    442 

the  President  communicated  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio,  respecting  a  naviga- 
ble communication  between  Lake  Erie 
and  the,  referred 487 
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Oilstones,  Mr.  Palmer  submitted  a  resolution 
concerning  the  importation  of  the  mate- 
rial from  which,  are  manufactared,  free 
of  doty  -----  .  35 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  proper  com- 
mittee             35 

Orphans'  Courts  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  the 
memorial  of  the  judges  of  the,  was  referred 

to  the  Judiciary  Committee    ...  425 
a  bill  to  increase  the  allowance  of  the  judges 

of  the,  read 469 

read  a  second  time    -        -        .        .        .  473 

blanks  filled,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  597 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  601 

Otis,  H.  Gray,  of  MassachusetU,  attended        -  9 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  108 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Logan        -        -        .        -lie 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Pinkney    ....  237 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  of 

lands 452,  481 

on  the  Bankrupt  Bill         ....  559 

on  his  motion  to  reconsider  the  same         •  563 

on  the  bill  concerning  the  District  banks  644 

•peech  of,  on  the  Tariff    ....  666 

P. 

Palmer,  William  A.,  of  Vermont,  attended  9 

Pancost,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read  twice  and 
referred  ......    592 

the  committee  recommend  its  rejection      -    652 
indefinitely  postponed        ....    679 

Paper,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  petition  of 
sundy  printers  and  booksellers,  praying 
that  an  additional  duty  may  be  imposed 

on,  referred 599 

Ptpermakers,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Society  of,  praying  additional 
protection,  dtc.,  referred         -        .        -     156 
Parish,  Jasper,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    -----        .      26 

adverse  report  thereon       -        ...      40 

considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -      41 

Parrott,  John  F.,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended        9 

remarks  of,  on  the  General  Appropriation 

bill 571,  573 

on  the  Navigation  bill       ....    5g6 
Pascagoola,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of,  praying  that  a  port  of  entry  may  be 
established  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  re- 
ferred    .....  -      34 
Mr.  W.  also  communicated  a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  to  the        « 
same  effect,  referred  to  the  same     -        •    456 
Patterson,  John,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         ....    450 
Patterson,  William,  and  Sons,  and  others,  Mr. 

Pinkney  presented  the  petition  of,  referred    530 
Paymasters  of  the  Army,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the,  read 547 

read  a  second  time    .....    553 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee    -        -    622 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        .    625 
laid  on  the  table        .....     673 
Pearl  River,  Mr.  Williams  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  af  Mississippi,  pray- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  port  of  entry 
at,  or  near,  the  mouth  of,  referred  .        .      34 


Pearl  River— continued. 


Mr.  W.  presented  a  sioilar  ncan 
a  bill  to  establish  the  diitnct  oC  lad 
read  a  second  time    -      .     .    . 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaid 

Pellet,  J.,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Lotiiaiia  p^k 
the  petition  of,  referred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       -    . 
read  the  third  timev  and  pasKd 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Lowrie  pretesledikjrr 
of  the  district  and  circQit  ja^&L 
praying  a  change  in  the  tine  of  &  ^ 
the  courts  in  the  westeni  dstndft« 
ferred      -         -        -       .     . 
a  bill  to  that  effect,  read   -     - 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  • 
read  the  third  time,  and  jMned  • 
returned  from  the  House  of  Bfprcann 

with  an  amendment,  and  igndk 
Mr.  Lowrie  presented  rertaio  RMioa: 
the  Legislature  of,  relttiag  Mipnp 
amendment  of  the  Cooititatiofl,sp 
spects  the  power  of  Coogmiiseaj 
banks,  read    .        

Pensions,  Mr.  Morril  submitted  a  som  a 
the  Committee  of,  beinitnctodtfiar 
into  the  expediency  of  rtfrosfikiti. 
1806,  providing  for  petom  Sim ' 
known  wounds  received,  &c    • 
agreed  to,  and  referred  accordioflj  • 
the  committee  report  thatitk'aafia 
considered,  and  concnned  in  •      - 
appointment  of  the  staodiag  omma  ^ 
Peoria,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  iflbiii(uii<fs 
read  a  second  time   - 
laid  on  the  ubie 
taken  up,  and  onlered  to  a  (liiniiwi^  . 
read  the  third  time,  and  ptsMd    • 

Pepper,  Michael,  Mr.  Lanmsn  pr»ei»^*V 
tition  of,  referred  -       -     •        . 
adverse  report  thereon  -    1 

considered,  and  concurred  in  •   '  ' 

Perkins,  S.  G.,  and  others.  Mi.  Oui)*«  ^ 

the  petition  of,  referred  ,j  ' 

the  committee  discbsrged       *    ' '   1 

Perry,  William.     (See  Barneit,  Mvi        , 

Perry,  Hardy.     (See  MeGrew,  Jo^        J 

Petit,  Peter.     (See  Cavdier,  Anli»r        \ 

Philadelphia,  Mr.  RobcrU  presentfdik*^  . 

rial  of  the   Chamber  of  Cos^    f 

which  was  read    - 

referred  to  the  Judiciary  CommittK 

Piatt,  John  H.,  the  petition  of,  ^^^ 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time  -       *     .' 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  CodbiW 
report  of  facts  by  said  coffliniiw 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  p«"w 

Pinkney,  William,  of  MaryUnd. /fjj^' 

the  Legislature  in  P'^^^frL^t.  ' 
deceased,  produced  hi*  ^^^^^^^ 
speech  of,  on  the  Maine  asd  •»»»« 
speech  of,  on  the  Bv^tafil^^ 
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Page. 
»  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  pro- 
tect the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  paniiih,  read  twice,  and  referred  -    577 
ported  without  amendment      .         -        .     604 
dared  to  a  third  reading  ...    638 

ad  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -    641 
turned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments 689 

insidered,  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        -    694 
and  other  Crimes,  a  bill  concerning,  read    499 
3ad  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        •    602 
sported  without  amendment    ...    657 
aquog»  Mr.  Morril  submitted  a  resolution 
relating  to  a  chaqge  of  the  post  route  be- 
tween Dunstable  and    ...        -    368 
.greed  to^  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Poet  Offices,  dec. 369 

ou»  Jalie,  the  President  communicated  a 
letter    from,  respecting   her    allegorical 
painting  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  referred    684 
he  committee  discharged  -        .        -        .    684 
er  of  Paris,  Mr.  Mellen  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  importation  of  •        -    637 
igrced  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations     ....    640 

lants,   Jamesy  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Virginia  in  place  of  John 
W.  Eppes,  produced  his  credentials,  &c.      23 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  snfler- 

ers  in  the  Seminole  war         ...    527 
^  the  Rev.  Reuben,  election  of,  a  Chaplain 

to  the  Senate 21 

Office  Establishment,  a  bill  in  addition  to 

the  act  regulating  the,  read    -        -        •    440 
'read  a  second  time   -        -        .        .        •    448 

.    460 
.    462 
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12 
20 

20 

66 
497 
698 
602 
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28 


ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

.  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  appointment  of  the 

standing  Committee  on         -        •        -      26 
;  Roads,  a  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain, 
'      twice  read,  and  referred         ...    674 
,  reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  te 

a  third  reading 686 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    687 
ter,  Joseph,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     ...        -        -    368 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    490 
considered,  and  concurred  in    -        -        -    494 
ter,  John,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition 

of,Tefenred 620 

the  committee  discharged  -        .        -        -    676 

sumption,  Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  memo* 
rial  of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  pray- 
ing that  the  right  ol^  may  be  extended  to 
certain  settlers  in  that  State,  referred  •  78 
the  President  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio,  respecting  the  right 
of,  in  certain  sections,  referred  -  •  487 
a  bill  granting  the  right  o(  in  certain  cases, 

to  the  SUU  of  Ohio,  read      -        -        -520 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -        -    526 

reported  with  amendments        ...    646 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -618 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    620 
resents  from  foreign  States,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  prevent  the 
commanders  or  other  officers  of  the  Navy 
from  accepting,  read  twice^  and  referred  -    661 


Presents  from  foreign  States— continued.  Page, 

reported  without  amendment     ...    672 
recommitted      ......    689 

reported  again  without  amendment,  and 

laid  on  the  table 694 

President  of  the  United  States,  a  joint  commit- 
tee appointed  to  wait  on  the,  dbc.   - 
the  annual  Message  of  the        ... 
three  thousand  copies  ordered  to  be  printed 
reference  of  the  Message  to  Tarious  com- 
mittees ---.-.- 
Provost,  Solomon,   Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred  - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        • 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Public  Buildings,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts  a 
committee  was  appointed  on  the  subject 

of  the 

report  of  said  committee  .... 
a  Message  from  the  President  transmitting 
the  report  of , the  Commissioner  of  the, 
read,  and  referred  -        -        -        .        . 
Public    Lands,  appointment   of  the  standing 
Committed  on       -        -        -        -        - 
Mr.  Leake  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  the 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands         -        .        .        .        . 

a  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  sale 

of  the,  read   --.-.. 

read  a  second  time    •        -        .        .        . 

(See  SaieofPubHe  Lands.) 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  purchasers  of 

the,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     .        .        - 
Purchasers  of  Public  Lands,  Mr.  Trimble  pre- 
sented the  memorial  ef  the  Legislature 
of  Ohio,  for  the  relief  of  certain,  read 
Purdy,  Robert,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred     -..••. 
a  bill  for  the  relief  oi,  read         ... 
read  a  second  time    -        •        •        .        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Putney,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Maoon  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -        •        -        .        . 
adverse  report  thereon       •        .        «        • 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        •        - 
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Quartering  Soldiers,  Mr.  Macon  submitted  a 

olution  respecting  the,  during  war,  dtc  - 
agreed  to,  and  referred   to  the  Judiciaiy 

Committee    -----.      87 
the  committee  diMharged  ... 

Qaorum,  interchange  of  messages  respecting  a 

R. 

Rabb,  James.     (See  Newsam,  Joihua,) 
Ramage,  Lieutenant,  Mr.  Pleasants  communt* 
cated  a  plan  suggested  by,  fer  the  pro- 
tection of  commerce,  dbc,  read,  and  or^ 
dered  to  be  printed         .... 
Randall,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred        .... 
Rear  Admiral,  bill  establiBhing  the  grade  of,  read 

read  a  second  time    .....    661 
laid  on  the  table        .... 
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694 
641 
644 

432 


-     463 


439 
471 


691 
696 


Page. 
Redemption  of  Land,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
B«pretentatife8  ei  tending  the  time  al- 
lowed for  the,  aold  for  taxes,  twice  read, 

and  referred 617 

reported  without  amendment     .        .        -    637 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    675 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    678 

Reed,  John,  Mr.  Van  I)yke  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     .        -        -        -        -    480 
Regnier,  John  B.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 
referred         -.---. 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Remission  of  Duties,  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Finance  on  sundry  petitions  for  a 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Elliott,  the  report,  being 
adverse,  was -recommitted       .        .        - 
Remsen,  Henry,  and  others,  Mr.  King  of  New 
York  presented  the  petition  of,  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
,        report  thereon  from  that  officer  -      •  - 
/Reservation  of  certain  Public  Lands,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  amend 
the  act  making,  for  naval  purposes,  read 

twice -        - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Restitution  of  Slaves,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
submitted  a  resolution  requesting  of  the 
Presideot  information  in  relation  to  the 
execution  of  the  treaty  with  Great  Brit- 
ain as  it  concerns  the  -  -  - 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 
present  the  resolution    -        .        -        - 

Revenue  System,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Philadelphia  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  remonstrating  against  any 
change  in  the,  referred  .  .  -  - 
Revolutionary  War,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  submitted 
a  resolution  instructing  the  Committee  of 
Pensions,  dec.,  to  inquire  whether  any 
amendment  be  necessary  in  the  act  to 
provide  for  persons  engaged  in  the  land 
and  naval  service  of  the  United  States 
during  the 

agreed  to,  and  so  referred  ... 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
addition  to  the  act  to  provide  for  certain 
persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval 
service  during  the  .        .        -        - 

twice  read,  and  referred     -        -        .        - 

reported  with  an  amendment 

amendment  disagreed  V>i  ^^d  bill  ordered 
to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
suspend  for  a  limited  time  the  act  in  ad- 
dition to  the  act  to  provide  for,  dec,  read 

read  a  second  time 

indefinitely  postponed        .        -        -        - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
revive  and  continue  in  force  the  act  to 
provide  for  persons  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in,  read        ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
Rice,  Henry,  Mr.  Mellen  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee    - 


312 


314 


488 


73 
77 


566 
568 

588 

640 
641 


685 
686 
688 


691 
692 
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Rice,  Henry  G^  Mr.  Otis  pRseoted  ^^ 
of,  referred 

Richards,  Mark,  Mr.TichenorpRtaitdcj: 
morial  of,  referred  .    . 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  retd      •    .    i 
read  a  second  time    - 
laid  on  the  table 

Rimoe,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  of 

sented  the  petition  oi^  read  •    • 

Roads  and  Canals,  Mr.  Trimble  aabaati^ 
olutioa    to   appoint  a  standiaf  car- 
tee  of    -         -        -       -     .    . 
agreed  to,  and  the  comniittM  ipfcsa: 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  spfMUBiaeetZ!. 
missioners  to  lay  out  tbe,  ihast  y. 
tioned,  read  - 
read  a  second  time    - 
recommitted  with  instmetioot 
reported  with  amendmeatt 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paoed     • 
returned  from  the  House  of  RrpRssr 
with  amendments,  aod  tgieedto  - 

Roberts,  Jonathan,  of  PeDiuyktiut,iCesi 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Logan^iBinkw^ 
speech  of,  on  the  tmenimeottDtktl:  j 

bUl 

on  his  motion  to  exclude  Jttoy&c* 
souri     -         -        .      .     •    • 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Barbour  sod  otk» 
remarks  of,  on  the  General  Appio|nt«- 
on  the  claim  of  the  Winters    - 
on  the  District  Banks  bill  - 

RoberU,  Charles.     (See  Bay,  J.  H.) 

Rock  Creek  Church,  a  bill  from  the  Haoea-^ 
resentatives  to  authorize  thcBkai?- 
of  the  glebe  land  bclongiDglAW^^' 
and  referred 
committee  recommend  rejectjon 

Rodriguez,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  of  L«DEa' 
sented  the  petition  of,  referred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twke       ^ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -     '      ^y 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaied- 

Ronde,  Pierre  Denis  de  la,  Mr.Johnia^  , 
isiana  presented  the  petition*^  ^ 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read      ■  \^ 
read  a  second  time,  and  orde/al"*;. 

reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Ruggles,  Bei^amin,  of  Obio,at(eW«rf  ;.  ; 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  ***_,, 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  reepecHM*' 

forfeiture  of  land  -       *     \  jisi 

on  the  bill  providing  for  ibe  ««ie«r 

lands    -        -        -       '        jL  i, 

Rules  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  King,  of  New  Y^ 

mitied  an  amendment  to  the,  t^^. , 


the  admission  of  persons  oo 


ijiffti^ 


consideraUon  indefinitely  P»^ 
Mr.  Burrill  submitted  an  additioBttB*    ^ 

enthofthe    - 
laid  on  the  table  '     '   ti^ 

Mr.  Barbour  also  submitted  m  ""^^ 

to  the  -        - 
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Sale  of  Pablic  Lands,  Mr.  Noble  presented  a 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana, 
praying  that  no  law  may  be  passed  chang- 
ing the  terms  of,  referred       ...    3^0 
a  bill  changing  the  mode  of,  (abolishing 
credit,)  read  ------    444 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 487 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  a  res- 
olution of  the  Legislatare  of  that  State, 
deprecating  any  change  in  the  mode  of  -    467 
Sales,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
that  a  duty  may  be  laid  on  all,  except 
sherifis',  referred   -        -        -        -        -    599 
Sanford,  Nathan,  of  New  York,  attended  -        -        9 
remarks  of,  on  the  Military  Service  bill       -     646 
Savannah  Poorhouse  and  Hospital,  Mr.  Elliot 
presented  the  petition  of  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers of  the,  referred      -        -        -        -    311 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  sufferers  by  the 

fire  at,  read 479 

read  a  second  time    -----    488 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -     666 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -    668 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments  -----    686 

considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -    686 
Schools  in  Indiana,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  that  State, 
respecting  the  location  of  certain  lands  for 
the  use  of     ------    430 

Schoonmaker,  Cornelia,  the  petition  of,  referred     169 
adverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        .     299 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -        -        -     312 
leave  granted  to  withdraw  papers       -        -     677 
Secret  Journal  of  the  Old  Congress,  a  joint  reso- 
lution from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  authorize  the  publication  of  part  of  the, 

read 490 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  494 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  632 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  613 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  616 
Sedgwick,  Maine,  Mr.  Mellen  submitted  a  res- 
olution respecting  a  road  from,  to  Deer 

Isle 266 

agreed  to,  and  referred      .        -        -        .     276 
Sedition  Law,  Mr.  Logan  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion of  inquiry  concerning  fines,  Ac,  un- 
der the  48 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee - 66 

Seizures,  dec,  Mr.  fiarrill  submitted  a  resolution 
requesting  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  copies  of  a  correspondence  on  the 
subject  off  made  under  the  authority  of 
Sweden  or  France  ....  526 
agreed  to,  and  committee  appointed  to  pre- 
sent it  632 

Seminole  War,  Mr.  Eaton  submitted  a  resolution 

in  relation  to  the  suBferers  in  the  late      -  23 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed        -  24 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  officers,  dbc,  engaged 

in  the,  read ^9 

read  a  second  time   ....        -  312 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  479 

read  the  third  time,  and  paised  -        .        -  627 


Page. 

Senate,  list  of  members  present  at  the  opening 

of  the ..9 

adjournment  of  the  -        -        -        -        .     790 

Servis,  William  G.,  Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  res- 
olution to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
placing  on  the  pension  list  the  name  of  -      36 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Pension  Com- 
mittee -------38 

adverse  report  thereon        ....    359 

considered,  and  concurred  in      -        -        -    371 
Shackerley,  Harriet,  Sarah,  and  Mary,  Mr.  King 
of  New  York  presented  the  petition  of, 

referred 455 

adverse  report  thereon        ....    533 
report  laid  on  the  table      -        -        .        .     559 
Shallus,  Elizabeth.    (See  W^le,  ConracL)   > 

Shapley,  Catharine,  Mr.  Parrott  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....    442 
adverse  report  thereon        ....    473 
read,  and  concurred  in       -        -        -        .    479 
Shawneetown,  Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  register  and  receiver  at, 
praying  increase  of  compensation,  referred    430 
a  bill  to  establish  a  land  district  in  Illinois, 

north  of  the  district  of,  read   ...    668 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    676 
Sheafe,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Parrott  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        -      82 
said  committee  discharged,  and  subject  re- 
ferred to  that  of  Foreign  Relations         -    368 
Shellman,  John,  Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred         ....    429 
adverse  r^ort  thereon        ....    432 
Shields,  James,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives granting  right  of  pre-emption 
to,  twice  read,  and  referred    -        .        .    600 
reported  without  amendment     ...    604 

laid  on  the  table 049 

taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    984 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    687 
Shipley,  Ether,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred -      78 

reported  without  amendment     ...    i67 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        .    372 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    388 
Sholer,  Captain  Stanton,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  relief  of,  road  twice, 

and  referred  - 692 

reported  without  amendment     ...    697 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    641 
read  the  third  time^  and  passed  ...    644 
Sholes,  Abel,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 480 

Shule,  John.    (See  NiehokUf  John.) 
Sick  and  Disabled  Seamen,  a  bill  to  provide  re- 
lief for,  read  ......    488 

read  a  second  time    -        *        .        .        •    497 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        .        .617 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    619 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
with  amendments  .....    691 

the  Senate  agreed,  and  disagreed        -        -    695 
the  House  of  Representatives  insbCed,  and 
the  bill  was  postponed  to  neit  session     .    696 
Simpaon,  James,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     -        .        .        .        .311 

the  committee  discharged  -       •       .        .    600 
Sinking  Fund,  report  of  Commisuooera  of  the    864 
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SkiDoer,  Joseph  M.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of,   read 

twice,  and  referred          ....  596 

reported  without  amendment     ...  697 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        .        .  647 

read  the  third  time,  and  paeaed  ...  649 

81aTery«Mr.Dana  presented  the  proceedings  and 
resolution  of  a  town  meeting  of  New  Ha- 
ven, expressing  their  opinion  that  Congress 
have  a  right  to  prohibit  the  introduction 
off  into  any  State  or  Territory  hereafter 
to  be  formed,  dec,  read  -  -  -  .  69 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  resolutions  of  the 
same  tenor  from  the  Legislstore  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  read  ...  70 
Mr.  Sanford  sito  presented  similar  ones  from 

Schonscudy 76 

Mr.  Mellen  presented  similar  from  Massa- 
chusetts         75 

Mr.  Bnrrill  similar  from  Rhode  Island  •  76 
Mr.  Hunter,  similar  from  Newport  •  -  82 
Mr.  Dana,  another  from  Hartford  -  157 
Mr.  LanmsD,  another  from  Hartford  333 
Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Delaware  on  the  same  sub- 
ject        276 

Mr.  Sanford,  similar  from  the  Legislature  of 

New  York 811 

Mr.  Haggles,  similar  from  the  Legislature 

of  Ohio 361 

a  bill  to  prohibit  the  inttoduction  of,  north 
and  west  of  the  contemplated  State  of 

Miisouri,  read 167 

read  a  seoond  time 169 

referred  to  a  select  committee    ...    232 
Mr.  Wilson  submitted  the  prooeadings,  dec, 
of  the  Legisldtare  of  New  Jeiaey  on  iha 
subject  of,  read      .....    234 
ttUve  Trade,  a  Measage  from  the  President  of 

the  United  States  on  the  sutgect  of  the    •      30 
a  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repro- 
sentatives,  authorizing  the  Preaident  of 
the  United  Statea  on  the  means  of  effect^ 
ing  an  entire  abolition  of  the,  read  •        •    690 
vesolution  lost  by  refusal  to  suspend  the  rule    700 

Smithy  William,  of  South  Carolina,  attended  -  9 
lemarks  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  92, 116 
speech  of,  on  the  amendment  touching  ala- 

very 269 

in  reply  to  Mr.  King,  of  New  York  -  -  374 
in  rejoinder  to  the  same  gentleman  •  -  418 
ramarka  of,  on  the  bill  coneeming  salsa  of 

public  lands  >  -  •  -  -  -461 
in  explanation  of  the  Bankrupt  bill  .  -  602 
on  the  Mitttary  appropriations  ...  666 
on  reconsidering  the  vote  rejecting  the  Bank* 

rupt  bill 664 

on  the  General  Appropriation  bill  -  671, 673 
on  the  bill  to  ololhe  the  Army  in  domestic 

materials 609 

on  the  bill  relating  to  the  Winten     -        -    618 
on  the  resolutions  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, relating  to  the  slave  trade    *    697 
•mith,  William,  jun.    (See  Ingraham,  Henry.) 
Smith,  Sarah,  Mr.  King  of  Alabama  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  •        -        ^        .    429 
0mith,  Moses,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  praaented  the  peti- 
tion of,  petered     .....    480 


Par- 
Smith,  Riehard,   Mr.  Dickeraon  presented  the 

memorisl  oi^  referred      -         -         -        -    524 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  ...    559 

read  a  second  time    -        >         -         -        -    561 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •         -        .    62S 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .        .    629 
Smith,  James,  and  othen,  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  on  the   memorial  o^  re- 
ferred to  him  in  February,  1819,  read     -    534 
Smith  and  Hawkins,  and  othera,  Mr.  Roheits 

preaented  the  petition  of         -         .       -    650 
(See  Tiuif.) 
Spain,  so  much  of  the  Messai^e  as  conoenis, 
wss  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations       .        «        .        .        .        .      2$ 
Mr.  Walker  of  Georgia  submitted  a  resoin^ 
tion  requesting  of  the   President  of  the 
United  Statea  certain  information  lelaling 
to  the  Ueaty  with  -        -         .        -    365 

a  Messsge  from  the  President,  transmitting 
certain  documents  not  heretofore  oommn- 
nicated  -----        >    487 

another  Message,  with  sundry  papcn^  or- 
dered to  be  printed        -        -        .        .    510 
another,  respecting  our  relations  with,  or- 
dered to  be  printed        -        -        -        -    679 
another,  respecting  same   -        -        .        -    689 

Spence,  Groeme  Keith,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of 
Representatives  for  rehef  of,  twiea  nad, 

and  referred  ......  647 

reported  withoni  amendment     -        .        -  65& 

indefinitely  postponed       ....  685 

Standing  Committeea,  a  day  fixed  for  the  ap- 
pointment of         .        .        -        .        -11 
the  appointment  of  •        <-        -        .        -26 
State  Papers,  a  Inll  authorisng  snhacriptioB  te 

the  eleventh  and  twelfth  volnmea  o^  lead  SI 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        .  24 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -  29 

read  a  third  time,  and  postponed        -        -  34 

taken  up,  and  passed         •        .        .        .  ^ 

Steele,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  R^re- 

sentatives  for  relief  of,  twice  leed,  and 

referred         ......  685 

reported  without  amendment     ...  668 

ordeved  to  a  third  reading          ...  627 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  628 

Stevens,  Jonathan,  and  othen^  Mr.  Mellen  pv^ 

sented  the  petition  of,  referred        -        -      82 
adverM  report  thereon  agreed  to        -        -    462 
Stephens,  Ebeneser,  and  others,  Mr.  Sanlbid  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        -      46 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    463 
recommitted  on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  New 

York,  and  a  bill  ordered  .  .  .596 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  -  -  537 
read  a  aeoond  time  -  -  -  .  .  539 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  .614 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  ...  617 
Stewart,  Susannah,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  pac- 
tion of,  referred  -  -  -  -  .  585 
report  firom  the  Secretary  of  Stela  om  the 

petition  of-        -        .        .        .         .599 
a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  Rapreeantatisenfer 

the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred       .    873 
reported  without  amendment,  and  orderad 

to  a  third  reading  -        .        •        •         .687 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        • 
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Stoddtrd,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  RoberU  preteot- 
ed  the  petition  of,  relating  to  the  inven- 
tion of  an  improved  wire  screw,  read      -      23 
Stokes,  Montford,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  -      23 
8taart,  D.,  and  others,  presented  the  petition  of,    . 

referred         .----.    464 
Supreme  Court,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the 
act  to  provide  for  reports  of  the  decisions 

of  the,  read 80 

read  a  second  time  -  -  -  -  -  81 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  .  233 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  234 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  and  agreed  to  -  .  698 
Surgeons  in  the  Naval  Service,  a  bill  regulating 

the  pay  of.  read     .....    630 
read  a  second  time    .....    668 
indefinitely  postponed        -        -        -        -    641 
Surrender  of  Persons  escaping  from  Service,  Mr. 

Smith  submitted  a  resolution  concerning    606 

laid  on  the  table 618 

Swartwout,  Robert,  Mr.  San  ford  presented  the 
memorial  of,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 

War 442 

the  report  of  said  officer  referred  to  the  Mili- 
tary Committee  .....  466 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  ...  488 
read  a  second  time  .....  490 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  >  .  .  496 
read  the  third  time,  and  paned  ...  498  , 
Swiss  Emigrants,  the  memorialof  a  company  of, 

read,  and  referred  .        -        .        -        .    364 
St.  Stephens.    (See  Natchez,) 

T. 

Tanner,  John,  Mr.  Walker  of  Georgia  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  ....    366 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    432 
Tariff,  Mr.  Trimble  pre#ented  the  proceedings 
and  resolutions  of  the  Legblature  of  Ohio, 
in  relation  to  the,  6te,,  referred      -        -    237 
Mr.  Sanford  presented  a  memorial  praying 

a  revision  of  the 373 

Mr.  Lowrie  presented  a  memorial  of  the 

Pennsylvania  Society,  dtc,  referred  -  606 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  a  memorial  on  the 

same  subject .-----    647 
Mr.  Roberts  also  presented  the  petition  of 
Smith  d^  Hawkins,  d^c.  -        -        .        .    650 
Taylor,  Waller,  of  Indiana,  attended        .        .        9 
Taylor,  John,  the  President  communicated  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....      80 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    265 
read,  and  concurred  in       -        -        -        -    277 
Teche,  a  bill  to  change  the  port  of  entry  for  the 

district  of,  read  -  -  -  -  -  601 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  519 
reported  without  amendment  ...  675 
indefinitely  postponed        ....    623 

Tennessee,  Mr.  Williams  submitted  a  resolution 

to  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  autlior- 

izing  the  State  of,  to  dispose  of  certain 

vacant  land  at  a  reduced  price        -        -      46 

•greed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands 47 

Thomas,  Jesse  B^  of  IlUnoisi  attended      .        .        9 
Thornton,  William*  Mr.  Brown  presented  the 

memorial  of,  referred     -        •        -        -      21 


Three  Millions,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  authorize  the  President  to 
borrow,  read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  with  an  amendment,  read  the  third 

time,  and  passed  as  amended 
the  House  of  Representatives  disagreed,  a 
conference  was  held,  a  compromise  agreed 
upon,  and  the  bill  finally  passed     • 
Tichenor,  Isaac,  of  Vermont,  attended 
Tilghman,  William,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 
petitions  of,  referred       .... 
(See  FrancUf  Ann.) 
Timberlake,  Joseph,  Mr.  Stokes  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred        -        -        -        - 
adverse  report  thereon       .... 
read,  and  agreed  to 

Timberlake,  John  B.,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred        .... 
adverse  report  thereon        .... 
a  bill  concerning,  read 


Page. 


692 


696 


696 
9 

365 


233 
575 
577 

461 
594 
594 

read  a  second  time 600 

648 
695 


-    480 


36 
236 


425 
431 
442 
460 


third  reading  negatived     - 

had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers 
Tohandocke,  an  Indian  Chief,  Mr.  Van  Dyke 

presented  the  petition  of 
Tompkins,  Daniel  D.,  Vice  President,  attended 
and  took  the  chair  .... 

retirement  of,  from  the  chair      .        -        - 
Trading-Houses  with  Indian  tribes,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  RepresentsUves  to  continue  in 
force  for  a  further  time  the  act  establish- 
ing, read 

read  a  second  time 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  the  annual  report 

ofthe 438 

the  general  account  of  the,  communicated    687 
Treasury  Department,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the,  in  obedience  to  the  act  establishing  a 

a  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment    >        -        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  and  agreed  to    - 

report  of  sums  paid  to  each  clerk  in  the 

another  report,  in  obedience  to  the  act  estab- 
lishing the    -----        - 

Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  in  ad- 
dition to  the  several  acts  estabUshing  and 
regulating  the       -        -        -        -        - 

read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 
Trim  Mo,  William,  A.,  of  Ohio,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  his  amendment  to  the  Mis- 
souri bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives       469 

on  the  bill  providing  for  sale  of  public  lands    486 

on  the  military  appropriations    ...    555 

on  the  amendment  disagreed  to  by  the 
House  of  Representatives      ...    687 

OB  the  bill  for  clothing  the  Army        -    608,  610 

on  the  Canal  bill 681 


22 

70 
76 

477 
577 

695 
80 

119 


546 
551 
558 
585 
627 
628 
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Toicaloota,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabtma,  sabmitted 
a  resolotioD  respactiog  the  ettablUhment 

of  a  land  office  at 237 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Pablic  Landa        .....    256 

Two  per  cent.  Fand  from  Land  Salea,  Mr.  Noble 
aabmitted  a  reaolation  of  inqoiry,  con- 
cerning the  amoant  of  the,  for  Indiana 
and  Illinois    ......    461 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury 463 

report  from  that  officer  in  obedience  thereto    489 

U. 

Uniform  Sytem  of  Bankruptcy,  Mr.  Dana  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  the  New  Haven 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  praying  for  a, 
referred  -        -        -        .        .  -       56 

Mr.  Parrott  presented  a  similar  one  from 
merchants  and  others  of  Portsmouth,  New 
Hampshire,  referred  to  the  same  -  -  73 
Mr.  Sanford  presented  a  similar  one  from 
the  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
relerred  to  the  same  ....  75 
a  bill  to  establish  a,  read    -        •        -        -      81 

read  a  second  time 101 

further  consideration  postponed     362,  370,  426, 

480,  489 
bill  discussed     ....       492,  496,  502 
a  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  nega- 
tived       519 

the  discusHi  m  of  the  bill  resumed    520, 527,  533, 

535,  541,  559 
certain  amendments  agreed  to   -        •         -     544 
the  third  reading  of  the  bill  negatived         -     561 
Unlocated  Claims,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of  persons  holding 
confirmed,  in  Illinois,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred     612 

reported  without  amendment      ...     683 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -     691 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    696 
Unproductive  Post  Roads,  report  of  the  Post- 
master General  ol 602 

V. 

Van  Cleef,  John  M.     (See  Dudley,  E.  B.) 
Van  Duersen,   William,  and  George  Wolcott, 
surveyors  of  revenue  in  Connecticut,  Mr. 

Dana  presented  the  petition  of       -        -  21 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce,  dec.  ^ 

Van  Dyke»  Nicholas,  of  Delaware,  attended      -  9 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  -  300 

on  the  Bankrupt  bill        -        -        -     521,  528 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Lloyd's  amendment  to 

the  same        ...                .        .  542 

on  reconsidering  the  vote  rejecting  it  -        .  564 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  Winters  -        .  619 

on  the  District  Banks  bill        -        -        -  644 

Vessels  of  War,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  building 

of  a  certain  number  of  small,  read  -        -  539 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -        .        .  561 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  622 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  623 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  an  amendment     ....  690 

read,  and  agreed  to 691 

Villere,  Jacques,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  off  referred        -        •  865 


VinceoDcs  Land  Dirtiid,  •  Wfl  fi«  ^ 

of  Reprcsentstivcifariherie  < 
i  aettlers  within  ibe,  tsice  jck. . 


repoitad  withoot  wmmhat  • 
ordered  to  a  third  mdiag  •    . 
read  the  third  time,  sad  pMK- 
Vine  and  Olive,  a  bill  n^ffk/tai' 

to  set  apart  and  di^oi en- . 

for  the  encouragcacatof  t3«a: 

of  the,  read  .... 
read  a  second  time  -      -     • 
referred  to  theSecicliiyaf  dtfT-!!- 
the  report  of  said  oflicer  •     • 
Virginia,  a  bill  from  the  Hove  of  ir^ 

tives  to  alter  the  tensf  fmi.^ 

court  for  the  western  dUthct  ah 
ordered  to  a  third  resdisg  •     • 
read  the  third  time^  todjwni- 
Virginia  Revolutionarf  Line,  Mi.  Br:. 

mitted  a  resolution  in  mpecs*..: 

warrants  issued  to  the  oionui- . 

of  the 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  C«i- 

Poblic  Lands  .    . 

Vreeland,  Ann,  Mr.DickerNDpraa&:. 

tition  of,  referred  -  •  • 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  md  - 
read  a  second  time  -  •  • 
ordered  to  a  third  readiDg  •  - 
read  the  third  time,  sod  ptMil  • 

Wabash,  Mr.  Noble  preaeotal  tk  ^ 
sundry  descendants  of  the  &««'' 
the,  referred 

Wait,  Thomas  B.,  MnOtispreseaai^:* 
rial  of   -        .       .      •     • 
(See  Staie  Fapert.) 

Waldoborough,  Maine.  Mr.  Miller  sa^ 
resolution  respecting  troii«t 
fast        -        -       -      •  ," 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Iwi- 

Post  Offices,  Ac   - 
Walker.  John  W.,  appointed  1  ^ 
Legislature  of  Alabtmt,p«»*' 
dentials  and  took  his  scat    ■ 

drew  the  lot  No.  1    -      •    '' 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  todwDp''" . 
disposing  of  public  lands 

remarks  of,  on  hissoendmeuiiJ 
Walker,  Freeman,  appointed  t  ««»'• 
Legislature  of  Owf^^j^^' 
Forsyth,  resigned,  pwdawltt- 
tials,  Ac.       -       -      ;    ■  u,: 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Bobcrli'  -^"^ 
the  Missouri  bill    •      'ii^, 

on  Mr.  Lloyd's  amendment  to  ti»e»^ 

bill        -        -       '  .   '  ,1^5 
remarks  oU  on  the  motion  toiw 

rejection        -      •      '..^jji 
Ward,  Samuel,  a  bUI for  ^\^ 
read  a  second  time,  and  itW" 
reported  without  amendment  • 

ordered  to  a  third  roadmg '. '    . 
read  the  third  time,  and  ^"^^^ 
Ward,  Josiah,  Mr.  Morrii ^^"^^ 
of,  referred    • 
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Var  and  Navy  AccouDto,  the  Treasurer's  state- 
ment of  the 438 

Varren,  Jamee,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    -..---  33 

adverse  report  thereon       ....  267 

read,  and  concurred  in               ...  277 
Washington,  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants 

of  the  City  of,  read        -        -        -        -  372 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        •  373 

reported  with  amendments        ...  470 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  695 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  601 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments 673 

agreed  to,  with  exceptions         ...  676 
a  conference  held,  and  compromise  agreed 

upon      - 687 

a  bill  further  to  extend  the  charter  of  the 

City  of,  read 426 

read  a  second  time 429 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  432 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  436 
a  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  authorizing  the 

sale  of  certain  public  ground  in,  read      -  540 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        -  651 
Washington  Canal  Company,  report  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  Directors  of  the      ...  672 
Waters,  George,  on  motion  of  Mr.  King  of  New 
York  the  papers  of,  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pendons,  dec.          -        -  497 
committee  discharged,  the  petitioner  having 
received  his  pension       ....  677 

Wells,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    .....     370 

a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  for  relief  of, 
read 489 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    494 

reported  without  amendment,  and  recom- 
mitted    562 

committee  discharged        ....     684 
Wells,  Benjamin,  John  Wells,  and  John  Web- 
ster, Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition 
of,  Teferred 524 

the  committee  discharged  ...    684 

Welsh,  Nicholas,  Mr«  Van  Dyke  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....    480 
Western  Road  Fund.    (See  Tti;o  per  cent,  on 

Lands,) 
West  Indies,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates 
to  commercial  intercourse  with  the,  and 
British  possessions,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations    ...      29 
Weymouth,  Dean,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the      % 
petition  of,  referred        ....    480 
adverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        -    641 
read,  and  concurred  in      -        -        •        •     643 
White,  Vassell,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    ..-.-.    233 
the  committee  discharged  ....    675 
White,  J.  £.  dt  Co.,  Mr.  Elliott  presented  the 

memorial  of,  referred      ....    388 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    432 
Wikofi^  William,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  o(  referred        -        -      76 
the  committee  discharged  ....    690 
Wile,  Conrad,  administrator  of  Elijah  Shallus, 
and  others,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read         .....      23 


Page. 


Wilkinson,  Genera!  James,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  relief  of,  twice  read, 

and  referred 613 

reported  without  amendment     ...  619 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  676 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  678 
Willcox,  Richard,  Mr.  Dana  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred               ....  364 
a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
issue  letters  patent  to,  read    ...  425 

read  a  second  time 429 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  473 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         .        -  478 

Williams,  John,  of  Tennessee,  attended    -        -  9 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  sufferers 

in  the  Seminole  war       ....  527 

on  the  bill  providing  for  clothing  the  army  609 

Williams,  Thomas  H.,  of  Mit^sissippi  attended  -  9 
Williamson,  John,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the 

I>etition  of,  referred        ....  33 
adverse  report  thereon        -        -        -        -  159 
read  and  agreed  to    -        -        -        -        -201 
Willis,  Henry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred   -.--.-.  612 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  619 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          -        -        -  651 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  653 
Wilman,  Christian,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Trimble, 
the  Committee  of  Claims  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ing payment  for  a  horse  to    .        -        -  603 
said  committee  discharged         ...  690 

Wilson,  James,  of  New  Jersey  attended   .        .  9 

remarks  of,  on  postponing  the  Land  bill    -  481 

on  the  Bankrupt  bill         ....  622 
on    reconsidering  the  vote   rejecting  said 

bill 664 

on  the  Appropriation  bill  .        -        .        .  672 
on  the  disagreementrof  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  Senate's  amendments  -  587 
on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  army        -        -  610 
Wilson,  Ann,  the  President  communicated  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        -        -        -  73 

the  committee  discharged  ....  690 

Winter,  Gabriel,  and  others,  Mr.  Williams  of 
Tennessee  presented  the  memorial  of,  re- 
ferred      118 

a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  read      -        .        -  496 

read  a  second  time 499 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •        -  619 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee      -        -  629 
reported  with  amendments         ...  647 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        >        •  679 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  684 
Winton,  John,  Mr.  Williams  of  Tennessee  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        .        .  37 
the  committee  discharged       ...  675 
Wire  Screws.    (See  Stoddard,  John.) 
Withers,  Thomas  C,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

ana  referred -  600 

reported  with  amendments  ...  612 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended  •  653 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  673 
Wood,  James,  Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  memo- 
rial of,  referred  .....  26 
adverse  report  thereon       ....  75 
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424 
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Wood,  James— coDtioaed.  Page, 

report  recommitled  to  same  committee       •    429 
similar  report,  aod  committee  discharged    -    519 

Y. 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  recommitting  the  Maine  and 

Missouri  biU 118 

on  the  third  reading  of  Mr.  Dickerson's 
amendment  to  the  Constitution 

on  Mr.  Lloyd's  motion  to  amend  the  same 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 

on  Mr.  Roberts's  amendment  to  the  Mis* 
soari  bill        .---.. 

on  the  motion  to  unite  the  Maine  and  Mis- 
souri bills       - 

on  Mr.  Trimble's  amendment  to  Mr.  Tho- 
mas's proposed  section    -        -        -        - 

on  agreeing  to  Mr.  Thomas's  section  to  the 
bill 

on  ordering  the  bill  as  amended  to  a  third 
reading 

on  receding  from  the  amendments  to  the 
same     ------- 

on  Mr.  Edwards's  amendment  to  the  Loan 
bill 458,  486 

on  Mr.  Barbour's  amendment  to  the  Missoori 
bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiYes    • 

on  Mr.  Trimble's  amendment    -        .        - 

on  Mr.  Walker's  amendment  to  the  Land 
bUl 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill    • 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Bankrupt 
bill 

on  Mr.  Van  Dyke's  amendment  to  the 
same 536,  544 

on  amending   the   Military  Appropriation 

bUI 

on  the  resolution  for  adjournment  of  Con- 
gress      

on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  Bankrupt  bill 
to  next  session 

on  the  third  reading  of  said  bill 

on  reconsidering  the  vote  thereon 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  concerning 
defanlters      --.-.. 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 
John  H.  Piatt 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  Navigation  bill  - 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  coneerning 
district  judges        -        ...        *    596 
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557 
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Yeas  and  Nays— eoatiBoeiL 

on  indefinite  ptatposeiMat .  ^  ^ 
viding  for  doihiog  the  Aiet 

on  indefinite  po«poBaMUff:< 
ing   pre-emptkm  lifbu  ]i  :>  »j 
Ohio 

on  the  third  readiof  of  the  K'  -■ 
the  claim  of  E.  tad  W.  Wsp 

on  indefinitJ postpoocBentofaij 
Canal  bill 

on  amendii.g  the  bill  taac^ « 

tionary  pensions   • 
on  indefinite  postponenatQi^'a 
on  the  third  mdiog  of  ifce  «b 
on  a  aabstitute  for  dw  H«fin  i 

ing  the  District  btski  • 
on  the  final  pumgto(wibt 
•    on  indefin ite  postpaneaieit dzih 

Canal  bill      • 
on    postponing  (be  bill  cnsis^ 

on  imports    - 
on  the  third  reading  aiik^ 

term  of  certain  officM  • 
on  agreeing  to  the  Hook 

the  bill  to^tablithtdditMiiJi 

in  Alabama  -      .     •    • 

on  the  third  reading  of  tbbi  i' 
efit  of  B.  and  W.  Winter    • 

on  indefinite  povtpoaeiicattf  &i 
Canal  bill      -      -     • 

on  ordering  the  um  1»  i  ^ 

on  indefinite  postpooencstiiK 

tion  bill         -      "         ' 
on  indefinite  poetpoaeacK  fji 
resolution  to  sosfCDd  tbr 
act  concerning  B«tolBUo«j?^' 

Young,  Robert,  and  Riebari  Wl-  1 
respectively,  of  the  orpfcan  es^ 
ezandria  and  Wsihiflgtoo.ti'* 
of,  referred    -       -     *    *. 
a  bill  to  increase  the  iDowib*'* 
read  a  second  time   '     '   . 
blank  filled,  aod  ordoied toitt»» 
read  the  third  time,  tod  pa* 
Younga,  Marths  and  bwdwn,  Kt^' 
sented  the  petition  of,  iw* 
adverse  report  thereon 
read,  and  concurred  in    ' 
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Abbot,  Joel,  of  Georgia  produced  his  credentials, 

and  was  qualified 702 

Abstracts  of  Lands,  a  bill  to  enable  the  Governor 
of  lUinois  to  obtain  certain,  twice  read,  and 
referred         ------  1675 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  2242 

Aoeountability,  Mr.  Randolph  sabmitted  a  reso- 
lution on  the  subject  of,  in  relation  to  pab> 
tic  moneys    ------  1066 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
tiie  Treasury 1069 


Accounta,  appointment  of  •Ub*'*^'!^ 

Acres  of  Land  sold,  o"  i»^;> 
the  ftecretarj  of  ai«  W*V^, 
ed  to  report  the  aambtfot«* 

land  offices  ^^^^^^J^^f 
Adams,  Benjamin,  of  "'■"f^.  • 

fied,  and  took  bio  •fVV^»s«< 
Adams,  Samuel  G.,  Mr.  Tyw "Ttii*' 

tiie  nnfavorsWe  ^\Zt^o 

of  Claims  on  ff^^^rf^  ^ « ' 
the  motion  was  ■•l«H«'' '^. 

oonourred  in 
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Additional  Armory,  Mr.  Herrick  aubmitted  a  re- 
Bolation,  instructing  the  Military  Commit- 
tee to  inquire  into  the  expedi«^ncy  of  ea- 
tabliebing  an,  which,  being  amended,  was 
agreed  to       -----         -     734 

the  committee  reported  inexpediency  -  1640 

Additional  Naval  Force,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act 
authorising  the  employment  of  an,  read 
twice,  and  referred  ....  1655 

reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed    -----  2236 

kdlum,  John,  Mr.  Archer  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 800 

kgricul  ure,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North 
Camlina,  it  was  resolved  to  appoint  a 
standing  committee  on  ....  2178 

Agricultural  Society  of  Fredericksburg,  Mr.  Bar- 
b<iur  presented  the  remonstrance  of  the, 
against  increasing  the  duties  on  importa- 
tions, referred        ....   848,  2296 

Uabama,  Mr.  Anderson  presented  the  oonstitu- 

tioii  formed  by  the  people  of  -  -  -  703 
a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  declaring 

the  admission  of,  into  the  Union    -        -     705 
read  three  times,  and  passed      -        .        .    710 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Crowell,  the  Committee 
of  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  Inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  addi- 
tional land  offices  in       -        -        -        -     801 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  that  effect  twice 

re^d,  and  referred  -  -  -  .  -  1848 
reported  with  amendments  ...  1899 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ...  1900 

taken  up,  and  recommitted        ...  1948 
reported  with  further  amendments      -        -  1997 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  8063 
the  Senate  concur  in  four,  and  disagree  to 
thr«-e  of  the  amendments        •        -        -  2213 

the  House  receded 2220 

a  bill  from  the  Benate  to  establish  a  district 

court  in,  read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  935 
reported  with  amendments  .  .  -  990 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended  •  1837 
rend  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  1848 
the  Senate  disagreed  to  the  amendments  -  1863 
the  House  insisted    .....  1866 

Alexander,  Mark,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat  .....     702 

speech  of,  on  the  revision  of  the  tariff        -  2010 
Alienation  of  Territory,  Mr.  Clay  submitted  reso- 
lutions on  the  subject  of        -        -        -  1691 
speech  of  Mr.  Clay  on  said  resolutions        .  1719 
^peech  of  Mr.  Lowndes      ....  1731 
Allen,  Samuel  C,  of  Massachusetts  was  qnali- 

fifd.  and  took  his  Beat    ....     701 
Allen,  Nathaniel,  of  New  York  waa  qualified, 

and  took  hia  seat  -        -        -        -        .    701 
Allen,  Robert,  of  Tennessee  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat  .....     702 

speeeh  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  for  relief  of  the 
ouftVrers  in  the  Seminole  war        -        -  1679 
Allen,  Saruh,  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred           .         .         -         .         -     749 
reported   without  amendment,  and  recom- 
mitted - 821 

again  reported  without  amendment,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  ...     830 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        -     846 


Page. 
Allison,  Rev.  Burgess,  election  of,  as  Chaplain  -  705 
American  Colonization  Society,  Mr.  Randolph 

presented  the  memorial  of,  read      -        -  1047 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  consider 

the  memorial         .....  2207 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read  twice,  and 

committed 2215 

postponed  to  next  session  of  Congress        -  2236 

Ancient  titles  to  land  in  Michigan,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Woodbridge,  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  ad- 
justment of 740 

that  committee,  by  request,  discharged,  and 
the  same  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims    -        -        -        -    876 
Anderson,  Richard  C,  of  Kentucky  was  quali. 

fied,  and  took  his  seat    ....    702 

remarks  of,  on  postponing  Mr.  Taylor's  reso« 
lution 785 

on  printing  the  secret  journal  of  the  Old 
Congress       -•....  1056 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    ...  1258 

remarks  of,  on  the  Revolutionary  Pension 
bill 1664 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  purchase 
stock  in  the  Kentucky  Canal  Company  1738 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolutions  touch- 
ing the  Spanish  treaty  .  .  -  .  1768 
Andrews,  Phineas,  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  concurred  in  -  .  .  -  1633 
Application  of  Appropriations,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Storrs,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the,  made  for  pay,  dtc,  of  the 
Army 717 

Appling,  Rebecca  C,  Mr.  Abbot  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....     768 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice        -        -    792 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    850 
negatived  on  the  third  reading  -        -        .    869 
Appointment  of  Members  of  Congress  to  office, 
Mr.  Cobb's  jpint  resolution  on  the  subject, 
read  twice,  and  amended        ...  1691 
the  third  reading  negatived        ...  1869 
Archer,  Stevenaon,  of  Maryland  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  ....        -    701 
speech  of,  introducing  certain  resolutions   -    930 
Archer,  William  S.,  of  Virginia,  elected  in  place 
of  J.  Pleasants,  resigned,  produced  his 
credentials,  and  was  qualified  -        -    920 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolutions  touch- 
ing the  Spanish  treaty   ...        -  1743 
on  the  revision  of  the  tariff        -        -        -  2017 
Arkansas,  the  Speaker  presented  the  petition  of 

sundry  inhabitants  of     -        -        -        -    990 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson,  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
the  President  to  appoint  a  register  and 
receiver  for  the  county  of  Lawrence,  in  1042 
a  bill  to  that  offset  read  twice    •        -        -  1454 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -  1573 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        •  1689 
bill  from  the  Senate  relating  to,  twice  read     1848 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1861 

Army,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Quarlos,  the  Military 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  reorganising  the  -    869 
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a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  clothing 

the,  in  domeetic  manufactures,  twice  read    863 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -     903 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  1912 
the  Senate  disagreed  to  the  first  amend- 
ment      2202 

the  House  of  Representatives  insisted         -  2205 
the  Senate  also  insisted     ....  2221 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the   Secretary  of 
War  was  directed  to  report,  at  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  a  plan  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the,  to  six  thousand  men     -        -  2233 
Mr.  Floyd  submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the        -  2146 
Arsenals,  Slc,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  con;iider  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  War  en  the  sub- 
ject of 1860 

Articles  of  Compact  between  Kentucky    and 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Robertson  submitted  to 
the  House  a  copy  of  the        ...  1837 
a  joint  resolu'ion  giving  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress to  the  same,  twice  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .....  1848 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -1861 
Attorney  General,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  the 
report  of   moneys   paid   for  extra  ser- 
vices to  the,  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Expenditures  in   the    State  De- 
partment        780 

letters  from  the,  on  the  subject  of  the  duties 
of  his  office 2468 

Auction,  a  bill  laying  duties  on  sales  of  mer- 
chandise at,  twice  read,  and  referred    -     924 

reported  with  amendments,  discussed,  and 
the  third  reading  negatived    •        •        -  2178 

vote  reconsidered,  and  bill  ordered  to  a  third 
reading 2183 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2184 

B. 

Babbitt,  Jacob,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of 2236 

read  twice,  and  committed         ...  2236 
Baker,  Caleb,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat 781 

Balances  on  hand,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  the 
Secretaries  of  War  and  Navy  were  re- 
spectively directed  to  report  a  statement    ' 

of  all     . 792 

report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in 

obedience 849 

report  from  the  Secretary  of  War       -        -    859 
another  from  the  latter      ....    929 
Baldwin,  Henry,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

remarks  of,  on  printing  the  secret  Joamal  of 

the  Old  Congress 1055 

on  the  military  appropriations    -        -        -  1615 
on  the  same  for  fortifications      ...  1623 
on  the  resolution  fixing  a  day  for  adjourn- 
ment      1672 

speech  of,  on  the  revision  of  the  tariff       •  1916 
on  the  bill  prescribing  cash  payments  for 

duties 1969 

remarks  of,  on  the  duty  on  sales  at  auction  2174, 

2176,  2194,  2199 
on  the  Loan  bill 2193 


Ball,  William  Lee,  of  ViigimL  n  ^ 

and  took  his  sett  - 
Baltimore,  an  advetse  Rpntocai/ 
sundry  merchaoti  pnjie^of^ 
fur  the  vessels  souk  ia  tbs  brk 
Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.Kntpmea.. 
tition  of  the  fitaimimc- 
the,  praying  renewal  cf  ba  ^ 
(8ee  DiMei  Asnk) 
Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  Mr.  Keiti>  v 
the  petition  of  the^nkmi  ■ 
(See  as  abott) 
Bank  of  the  United  8tatea,repo(taL^ 
tarj  of  the  Tretioiy.OBtitci. 
another  report  from  the  its,  br 

state  of  the,  at  soodry  tiaa  • 

letter  from  the  decrettiyaft^Ta 

the  state  of,  and  iti  o&s  - 

Bankruptcy,  Mr.  Sergeant  ^nmtiii: 

of  the  Philadelphia  Ckthe . 

merce,  praying  a  iuuIhb  ^ 

ferred   - 
Mr.  Little  presented  tsiuiirpei  j 

Baltimore     -       -      - 
a  bill  to  establish  a  aoiferafftia  t 

read,  and  referred       •    ■ 
Mr.  Newton  presented  the  ptt» 

chanU  of  I^oriolk,  refand  its- 

tee  on  the  bill      -      -    - 
Mr.  Whitney,  the  wme  fwa  He- 

red  to  the  same    - 
Mr.  Pinckney,  the  itme  fas  >v: 

lina       -        -       '     \  \ 
Mr.  Meig6,  the  bum  tnm^efi' 
Mr.  Parker,  the  same  frto  Si«^ 
Barbour,  Philip  P.,  of  Vii^inii,  re- 

and  took  his  seat  • 
speech  of,  on  the  propowi  terf^ 

ernment  for  the  DBtricttf  t^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  biUibrtitehk- 

deaf  and  dnmb     -     ;    ' 
speech  of,  on  the  Miwonfl  » 
on  his  amendment  to  ibe  i^"^ 

Pension  bill  -       '     .1 
on  the  revision  of  the  tuiff        ^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  Low  biH     ; 
Barbour,  Philip,  a  biU  for  iM'i  a*  - 

resentatives  of,  read  twia 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  pi* 

Barrow,  Matthevr,  a  bifl  ^^' 
relief  oft  read  twice,  and  «»* 
reported  without  ameadmeBi 
ordered  to  a  third  leading 
recommitted,  on  motion  •  ^_ 
again  reported  without  am^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  pi*» 
Bateman,  Ephraim,  of  New  !««!.'*;' 
fied,  and  took  hi»  ««'  '  .  ^. 
Bates,  J.  W.,  a  Delegate  froo  A'B^ 
qualified,  and  took  h»«?V^. 
report  of  the  Comwitueof^ 
firming  his  election     ;        ,, 
Baxter,  Stephen,  a  bill  for  tt^^^' .  / 

and  referred-      '   .\^fit 
reported  without  amendflJ»»' 

to  a  third  reading      *    . 

read  the  third  tim^  »»i  P^ 
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Bayard,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Sergeant  pre- 
sented the  petition  of^  referred        -        .  1673' 
adverse  report  thereon      ....  2206 
Bayly,  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat 733 

Beall,  Samuel  B,,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice      906 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1809 

Beatty,  Charles  A.,  Thomas  Corcoran,  Elisha 
W.  Williams,  and  John  Hoye,  Mr.  War- 
field  presented  the  petition,  relating  to  a 
street  in  Georgetown     -        -        . 
fieaulieu,  Lewis  Joseph,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read      -        

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Beck  and  Harvey,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Beecher,  Philemon,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat  ......    702 

Bellamy,  Aaron,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rich,  the 
Committee  of  Claims  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
compensation  to,  for  a  vessel  captured  by 
the  enemy  on  Lake  Champlain      -        -    761 
Berzat,  Gabriel,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of,  twice  read,  and  referred    -        -        .  1888 
committee  discharged,  bill  laid  on  the  table  2234 
Bickley,  Daniel,  and  Catharine  Clark,  a  bill  for 

relief  of,  twice  read        ....  18O8 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          -        -        -  1821 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        .  1822 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment      2202 

amendment  read  and  concurred  in     -        -  2206 
Biddle,  Captain,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
.         the  Navy  concerning  the  cruise  of  the 
Ontario,  in  the  Pacific  ocean 
Bigger's  Rangers,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  on  the  petition  of  the  Legislature  of 
Indiana,  on  behalf  of     -        -        - 
Blakeley,  Mr.  Crowell  presented  the  petition  of 
the  inhabitants  of,  praying  that  said  town 
may  be  made  a  port  of  entry,  referred    -  1136 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establ^h  the  dis- 
trict of,  read  twice,  and  referred 
Bloomfield,  Joseph,  of  New  Jersey,  was  quali 
fied,  and  took  his  seat    ... 
remarks  of,  on  Revolutionary  Pension  bill  1661 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  on  motion 
of  ^r.  Fuller,  the  Naval  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  modifying  the  act  establishing  the 
report  of  said  committee  that  it  is  inexpe- 
dient   .---..- 
Boden,  Andrew,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified^ 

and  took  his  seat  -        -        .        .        .    710 
Bond  Creek  Saline,  Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky, 
presented  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature 
of  Illinois,  praying  a  grant  of  certain  wood- 
land for  the  use  of  the,  referred      -        -    791 
Booge,  Aaron,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of, 

(for  army  chaplains)      ....  1414 
Boundaries,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorise 
the  President  to  ascertain  and  designate 
certain  ......  1933 

twice  read 1837 

laid  on  the  table 1899 


-  1809 


.  1381 


1848 


.    701 


-    892 


2166 
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Boundaries  of  Districts,  a  bill  to  designate  the, 

drc,  twice  read 991 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1399 

recommitted 1912 

Boundary  Line,  between  Ohio  and  Michigan,  a 

joint  resolution  relative  to  the,  twice  read,  1962 
reported  without  amendment,  and  laid  on 

the  table 2010 

between  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  paper 
from    the    commissioners  appointed    by 
those  States  for  the  adjustment  of  the    -  2467 
Bounty  Land,  Mr.  Walker  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion on  the  subject  of,  referred        -        -    991 
a  bill  authorizing  grants  ot,  in  certain  cases, 

twice  read,  dtc 1642 

the  committee  to  whom  the  above  resolution 
was  referred  reported  the  inexpediency  of 
granting,  to  substitutes  -        -        -        -  1810 

Bowie  dt  Kurtz,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate for  relief  of,  read  twice  and  referred  -  1640 
a  report,  recommending  indefinite  postpone- 
ment   ---.-..  1694 
Boyd,  Brigadier  General,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Bloomfield,    was    admitted    within    the 
House  .......  1635 

Braden,  Elizabeth,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  1675 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1677 
Brevard,  Joseph,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied and  took  bis  seat    -        .        -        .    702 
British  SuliQects,  the  applications  of  the  British 
Minister  in  relation  to  the  claims  of,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions    .--....    934 

Brooks,  Major  John,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

War  on  the  petition  of  -        -        -        .    948 
Brown,  William,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified  and 

took  his  seat 702 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  Maine  bill        .....  1409 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  military  appropriations      ...  1739 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  Dis- 
trict Banks   -..-..  1826 
Brownstown,  on  motion  of  Mr.   Woodbridge,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  con- 
cerning the  treaty  made  at    -        .        -    940 
report  of  said  committee  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble         2236,  2469 

Bruce,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read      -  1693 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1821 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1822 

Brush,  Henry,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified  and  took 

his  seat         --....    702 
speech  of,  on  the  navy  appropriations  -    822 

speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Storrs  -        -    828 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson      -        -        .        .        .  1834 
Bryan,  Henry  K.,  of  Tennessee,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat 702 

Buck,  C.  N.,  Mr.  Lowndes  presented  a  letter 
from,  in  relation  to  the  Danish  brig  Hen- 
rick,  read  and  referred  -        -        .        -  1861 
(See  Henriek,  Brig,) 
Buckminater,  Thomas.    (See  Shipley,  Ether.) 
Buckner,  Richard.    (See  JoneSt  Charles  8,) 
Buffum,  Joseph,  Jr.,  of  New  Hampshire,  was 

qualified,  dtc.         -        -        -        -        -     701 
Burch,  Benjamin,  appointed  Assistant  Door- 
keeper     703 
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Barden,  Heorj,  a  bill  to  autfaorne  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  iMue  letten  patent  to,  read 

twice 1808 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        ...  1821 
read  the  third  tiiBe,aod  paned  -        -        -  1821 
Bark,  Anthony,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  hein 

of,  read  twice 779 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...        -     850 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  ...  1859 
Barton,  Hntchine  G.,  of  North  Carolina,  wae 

qualified,  dec 702 

■peech  of,  ou  the  bill  to  regulate  the  collec- 

tion  of  duties 2159 

Barwell,  Willtaoi  A.,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified, 

&c. 702 

Bttsinesa  of  the  Seasion,  Mr.  Nelson  moved  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to   inquire 
into  the,  which  was  laid  on  the  table      -  1672 
Butler,  Josiah,  of  New  Hampshire,  was  qualified, 

^ 701 

speech  of,  on  the  appropriation  for  fortifica- 
tions      1636 

Butler,  Thomas,  of  Louisiana,  was  qualified, 

Ac -        -    790 

remarks  of,  on  the  military  appropriations  -  1624 
on  the  resolution  concerning  Revolutionary 
pensions 2222 

C. 

Cadets,  the  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  a 
committee  of  the,  complaining  of  tyran- 
nical treatment,  dice,  referred  ... 
a  report  thereon        ..... 
the  report  recommitted       .... 
again  reported  without  alteration,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  - 
Cahokia,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  confirming  the 
proceedings  of  the  inhabitants  of    - 
read  twice,  and  referred     .... 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        . 
Cain,  Henry,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  of  Ken- 
tucky, the   Committee  of  Claims  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  paying  to,  the  value  of  a  horse  killed 
or  lost  during  the  late  war,  referred 
an  adverse  report  thereon  .... 

Callender,  William,  the  Speaker  presented  the 
petition  of     -----        - 

Camp,  I'homss,  the  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  committed  to  the  Committee  of 

the  Whole 929 

Campbell,  John  W.,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified,  and 

took  bis  seat .--... 

remarks  of,  on  the  Census  bill   ... 

on  the  bill  lading  duties  on  auction  sales    - 

Cannon,  Newton,  of  Tennessee,  was  qualified, 

dtc 

remarks  of,  on  the  Property  bill  -        .        - 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Messrs.  Johnson,  of 

Virginia,  and  Storrs       ... 
on  the  motion  for  indefinite  postponement 

of  the  bill  mentioned      ...     760,  774 
remarks  of,  in  explanation  of  an  allusion  by 

Mr.  Clay 822 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Mili- 

Ury  Eiitabiishment         ....  1698 
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Cannon,  Newton,  remsrb  of-oi«^. 
on  the  appropriatioQ  far  tk  )L^  . 

emy       -        .... 
on  the  military  apptepriitiosi  • 
on    him  reaolotiiMi  to  sMiAt^l: 
Academy       -       .... 
on  the  RrvolotioRaiy  Pcani  hi 
on  the  Senate  bill  icspsciiBfiWte 
war        -        -       .... 
Canton,  on  motion  of  Mr.  8kiaB,tbil«^ 
on   Public  Lands  wen  ioanop . : 
qnire  into  the  tiftt^ntjtlfvm' 
the  sale  of  certain  lectjduiflaf. 
district  of      -       .... 
a  bill  authoriaing  the  oJe  of  ti.*Kf  j 

tions  in  said  district,  md  tra  • 
read  the  third  time,  sad  pis«l- 
Capitol,  •  bill  making  spprspnOMf  farc- 
ing repairs  on  tbe,fioyiiof  ikPhK 
Hooae,  Ac^  read  tmet  -    • 
ordered  to  a  third  readio;  •     • 
read  the  third  time,  and  pmd-   - 
a   bill   making   furtber  appmpraa- 
continuing  the  work  iipoitlic,B: 
public  buildings,  rssd  twice  •   • 
ordered  to  a  thiid  resdiof  -     • 
read  the  tfaiitl  (ime,aad  psad  • 
returned  from  the  Senate  wiikHMc 
Caidelli,  Peter,  a  bill  to  eaeowtgeaitB^ 

tiohs  o^  read  twice 
Carr,  Thomas,  and  otheTS,tbilfcrfiiw 
of,  read  twice 
referred  to  the  ComfflitttsooFnitf''' 

Claims  -        -       •      '  .  : 
the  committee  recoouDeodf^sM  - 

Carter,  John    D.,  a  bUl  for  the  nifl  t" 
twice     -        -       -'    ' 
ordered  to  a  third  readiog  • 
read  the  third  time,aBd  [Si"A-  ; 
Case,  Walter,  of  Sem  York,  wm  <*•- 
took  his  seat  -       •      '    *    , 
Cash  Payments,  Mr.  Smith.  o(  Miw*- 
sented  the  petition  of  nwiw*'* 
mure  praying  that,  may  b«  Bf» 
dudes,  Ac,  referred     •    *    . 
Mr.  Wendover  presented  «  ow^^; 
from  Ne#  York.  reffrr««l    -_ 
Mr.  Meigs  presented  a  psuuoofc»«» ,  ■ 
place  in  favor  of,  leferred    •      . 
Casein,  Mary,  a  biU  from  the  Sen*'"  ^• 

lief  of    -        '       \j   '    '  .   •'- 
read  twice,  and  referred  '    '  .    ' 
reported  without  smeodoeol  •      , 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -     ■ 
read  the  third  time,  «»^l*?*Vj,- 
Caatine,  a  bill  from  the  SenaUl*^' 

Uin  persons  who  b««i '"f"; 

into,  twice  read,  and  rdtfW 
reported  without  amendment  ■ 
recommitted  to  the  CommiUees  , 

Means  -        -       "      ' 
reported  with  amendment* 
ordered  to  a  third  readmf     '^ 
Cathcart,  J  ames  Lcander,  ieport« 

of  State  on  the  petition  ol        . 
a  biU  from  the  Senaie/w On ^ 
read  twice,  and  referred  • 
reported  without  amcndnien*; 

read  the  third  time,  m^ 
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Lnthony,  and  Peter  Pettit,  a  bill  from 
Senate  coo&rmiog  the  claim  of,  to  a 

t  of  land U70 

read,  aod  referred     ...        -  1218 
iled  report,  and  iiill  ordered  to  a  third 

iins 1403 

he  third  time,  and  paased  -        .        .  1411 
1  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  a  commit- 
"was  appointed  to  report  a  bill  for  tak- 

the  fourth 711 

accordingly  twice  read      ...    792 
ed  to  be  printed  ....    881 

ed  to  a  third  reading         ...     924 
the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -    928 
ned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments  1596 
dered,  and  concurred  in      -        -        -  1597 
»ank  of  Georgetown  and  Washington, 
r.  Swearingen  presented  the  petition  ojf 
s  President  and  Directors  of  the,  referred    876 
C8ee  DUtriet  Banks.) 
,  John,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 

n  of 860 

Nathaniel,  and  others,  Mr.  Woodbridge 
esented  the  petition  of,  referred  -        -    990 
it  Walter,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  lor  re* 

if  of,  twice  read 1589 

the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        -  1807 
10,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  fw 
le  appointment  of,  agreed  to         -        -    704 
18  in  the  Army,  adverse  report  on  a  po- 
tion to  appoint    -----  1404 
I,  James,  jr.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd,  the 
ommittee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  in- 
Tucted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
ranting  further  time  to,  to  discharge  a 
idgment  against  him    ...        -  1137 
Beley.    (See  McGrew,  John.) 
take  and  DeUware  Canal  Company,  Mr. 
IcLane  submitted  a  resolution  authoriz- 
ng  subscription  to  the  stock  of  the,  nega- 
ived     ---...-    838 
motion  of  Mr.  Archer,  the  President's 
tfessage  of  13th  January,  1818,  in  rela- 
ion  to  the,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
)f  Roads  and  Canals      .        .        -        -    858 
.  McLane  presented  the  petition  of  the, 

eferred -  1P23 

nra  Indians,  a  bill  making  appropriations 
o  carry  into  effect  a  treaty  with  the,  read 
iwice    .-.-.---  2052 
lered  to  a  third  reading         ...  2241 
id  the  third  time,  and  pasted         -        -  3246 
das,  Mr.  Bloomfield  onered  a  joint  reso- 
lution, that  the  two  Houses  adjourn  from 
the  24lh  insUnt  to  the  3d  of  January  next    749 
e  resolution  considered,  and  negatived    -    750 
Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  providing  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the,  twice  read    -        -        .    758 
e  third  reading  negatived        -        -        .     786 
r.  Warfield  made  an  unsuccessful  motion 
to  the  lame  effect  .        .        -        -        -    821 
ation  of  the  Indians,  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  of  the  progress  made  under 
the  act  for  the,  read        -        -        -        -    914 

le  report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs in  relation  to  the  act  for         -        -  2009 
tt,  Clifton,  of  New  Hampshire  was  quali- 
ficd,&c.       -        -        -        -        -        -    701 
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Clagett,  Clifton — continued.  Page. 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Taylor's  amendment  to 
the  Missouri  bill 1033 

on  the  bill  to  amend  the  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sion law        1712 

Claims,  appointment  of  the  standing  committee 

of 706 

discharge  of  said  committee  from  all  business 
not  acted  on 2241 

Clark,  Robert,  of  New  York  was  qualified,  dtc.  -    701 
Clark,  Catharine.    (See  Bieklei/,  Daniel) 
Claxton,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  as  Doorkeeper    708 
Clay,  Henry,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified,  6u:.  -     702 
election  of,  as  Speaker       ....     702 
address  of,  to  the  House  on  his  election      -    702 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to  provide  ac- 
commodations for  the  circuit  court  of  the 
District  of  Columbia      -        -        -        -    781 
speech  of,  on  the  Navy  appropriations        -    814 

on  the  Maine  bill 831 

in  reply  to  Messrs.  Holmes  and  Livermore    835 
repudiating  any  intention  to  connect  the 

cases  of  Maine  and  Missouri  -  .  -  840 
remarks  of,  on  the  Census  bill  .  -  -  880 
on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  deaf  and 

dumb  .••-.-  883, 889 
on  taking  up  the  appropriation  bills  -  -  1576 
on  the  bill  concemmg  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment ..-.--  1602 
on  the  Military  appropriations  -  -  1611, 1616 
speech  of,  on  the  practice  of  exceeding  ap- 
propriations, &c 1621 

introductory,  of  resolutions  respecting  alien- 
ation of  territory    1719 

V  remarks  of,  on  the  District  banks        -        -  1813 
•*on  the  revision  of  the  tariff       ...  1946 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  collec- 
tion of  duties         3034 

on  the  Loan  hill 2S03 

on  his  South  American  resolutions    -        -  2223 
address  of,  at  the  close  of  the  session  -        -  2250 
Clerks,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  regu- 
late and  ^x  the  pay  of,  twice  read  -        -    779 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        •        -    829 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -    830 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  agreed  to        -        -        -        •    897 
a  bill  to  increase  the  number  of,  in  the  War 

Department,  read  twice  -        -        -  2178 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2241 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2242 
Cobb,  Thomas  W.,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 702 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  ex* 

ecutions  in  the  Army     -        -        -        -    728 
on  postponement  of  the  Property  bill  -        -    766 
on  the  bill  to  provide  accommodations  for 
the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia         781,783 

on  the  resolution  to  form  a  territorial  gov- 
ernment in  the  District  of  Columbia        -    797 
on   Mr.  Strother's   resolution   concerning 

finances 919 

speech  of,  on  the  appropriation  for  holding 

a  treaty  with  the  Indians        ...  1642 

remarks  of,  on  the  relief  bill  for  Savannah  1804 

on  the  DUtriet  Bank  bill  -        .        -        -  1823 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  to  amend  the 

Constitution 1849 
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Cocke,  John,  of  Tonneuee,  was  qualified,  d&c.  -    701 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  miliury  appropriations     ...  1788 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson  -  1835 
on  the  bill  respecting  auction  sales    -        -  2194 
Codfishery,  Mr.  Silsbee  presented  the  petition  of 
sundry  persons  engsged  in  the,  praying 
exemption  from  militia  duty,  referred      •  1136 
Coffin,  William,  and  others,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Folger,  the   Committee    of  Ways   and 
Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  granting  drawback  to        .    713 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice      ...    820 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  1807 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1808 
Columbian  Institute,  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the, 

read  twice 897 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -  1821 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1822 
Columbus,  Ohio,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ross,  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
the  Federal  courU  of  the  State  to  be 

held  at 1170 

a  bill  to  that  effect  read  three  times,  and 

passed 1462 

Commerce,  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee of       .        -        -        .        .        .706 
discharge  of  said  committee  from  all  subjects 

before  them 2246 

Commissary  General  of  Purchases,  copies  of  con- 
tracts made  by,  reported         ...  1837 
Compact  between  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  Mr. 
Robertson  submitted  a  joint  resolution 
giving  the  consent  of  Congress  to  the,     ^. 

read  twice 1641 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        ...  1848 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        -  1861 
Compensation  of  Marshals,  Clerks,  dtc,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Edwards,  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  or  repealing  the 

act  to  lessen  the 881 

Congress,  a  joint  resolution  from   the  Senate 

fixing  a  day  for  adjournment  of      -        -  1697 

read  twice 1701 

referred  to  a  committee      ....  1790 
reported  with  an  amendment,  fixing  the 

16th  May      - 2181 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  the 

amendment -  2181 

a  bill  to  ^x  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of, 

twice  read 2221 

lead  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2222 

Constitution,  Mr.  Baldwin  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion to  amend  the,  twice  read         •        -  1022 

Contingent  expenses  of  the  House,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Randolph,  the  Clerk  was  directed  to 
prepare  a  statement  of  the  annual  amount 

of,  Ac. 1466 

report  of  the  Committee  of  Expenditures  of 
the  items  charged  to      -        -        .        -  1863 
(See  Expenditure  for  the  House  of  Rep- 
resenCativet*) 

Contingent  Fund,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the 
Committee  on  Public  Expenditures  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  and  report  the 
amount  charged  to  the  -        -        •        •    760 


P««*- 
Contracts,  Mr.  Pheipe  submitted  a  resoiolioii  re- 
quiring the  Postmaster  General  to  report 
annually  all,  made  for  transportation  of 
the  mail        ......    940 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  directed  to  report  copies  of  all, 
made  for  proTisions        -        -         -        -1712 

Converse,  Daniel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o£  twice 

read  ...  -  -  .  -  i66S 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  -  .  .  1821 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1832 

Cook,  Daniel  P.,  of  Illinois,  was  qualified,  dec  -    702 
speech  of,  on  the  resolution  for  territorial 

government  in  the  District  of  CotomlMA  -    796 
on  his  resolution  relating  to  a  western  depot    866 
on  the  resolution  to  print  the  Joamals  of 
the  old  Congress   .....  1061 

on  the  Missouri  bill  .....  |09l 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  the 
Western  road        .....  1331 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  land 
bounty  certificates  ....  1499 

remarks  of,  on  the  District  Bank  bill  -        -  1836 
Cooper,  Ephraim,  the  Speaker  presented  a  peci- 

tion  of,  relating  to  the  silkworm,  referred    939 
Corcoran,  Thomas.    (See  Beatiy,  Charle»  A.) 
Cotton,  Woollen,  and  Iron,  on  motion  of  Mi. 
Overstreet,  the  Secretary  of  the  Tieasmy 
was  directed  to  inform  the  House  what 
deduction  it  would  make,  in  his  opinion, 
in  the  revenue,  to  prohibit  the  importm- 
tion  of-------     849 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  in  reply    -        -  1023 

Cowen,  John,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  -    350 
Crafts,  Samuel  C,  of  Vermont,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  .....    701 
Cravat,  Richard.    (See  McGrew,  John.) 
Crawford,  Joel,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified,  dec  -     708 
Credit  on  Duties,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Trimble,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
repealing  all  laws  allowing  a  -        >     744 

(See  Imports,  4rC') 
Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians,  a  Message  from 
the  President  recommending  an  appiopri. 
ation  adequate  to  the  expenses  of  a  treaty 

•     with  the 1642 

the  Speaker  presented  the  remonstrance  and 
protest  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  in 
relation  to  treaties  with  the   •        .         .  1677 
Crook,  Peter.    (See  iVet&som,  Joshua.) 
Crowell,  John,  of  Alabama,  produced  bis  creden- 
tials, and  took  his  seat  ....    736 
Cue,  Robert.    (See  Jackson,  George,) 
Culbreth,  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -  -  -  .  -  701 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General 

Wilkinson 1835 

Culpeper,  John,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, dbc.       -----.    702 
remarks  o^  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  Maine  bill  ....  1406,  1453 
on  the  Revolutionary  Pension  bill  -  -  1654 
on  the  District  Banks  bill  ...  igjs 

Cumberland  Road,  a  statement  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  of  the  annual  expen- 
ditureson  the        -        >        .        .        .  1643 
a  bill  concerning  the,  read        ... 


Ixv 


INDEX. 


Ixvi 


House  Praceedinga  and  Debates. 


1858 
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a  second  reading  being  postponed,  Mr.  Bar- 
bour moved  its  rejection         ...  1658 
read  a  second  time    .....  1659 

Currency,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury  showing  the  state  of  the  2366 
Cuahman,  Joshua,  of  Massachusetts,  waa  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat   -        -        -        -    701 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill  -        -        -  1291 
on  the  Revolutionary  Pension  bill      -        -  1707 
on  Mr.  Cobb's  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution ------. 

Custody  of  persons  imprisoned,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were  inatructcd  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  further 
provision  for  the,  at  suit  of  the  United 

8Utea 

Customs,  Mr.  Sawyer  submitted  a  resolution  for 
a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  abolbhing  certain  offices  of  the  -  1695 
modified,  and  agreed  to    -        -        -        -  1782 
Cuthbert,  John  A.,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat  .        -        -        -        - 
remarks  of,  introducing  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  slave  trade         .... 
•peech  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  Savan- 
nah sufTeren         .... 


877 


-  717 


-  925 


-  1799 


D. 


Darlington,  William,  of  Pennsylvania,  waa  qual 
ified,  and  took  his  seat  .        -        - 

remarks  o^  on  bis  resolution  to  retrocede 
the  District  of  Columbia        ... 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill   ... 
Davidson,  William,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qual- 
ified, and  took  his  seat  -        .        -        . 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  Mr.  Meigs  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  New  York  institution  for  the, 
praying  a  donation  of  land,  referred 

a  bill  granting  a  township  for  benefit  of  the, 
read  twice     -.---- 

the  first  section  struck  out,  and  bill  rejected 

Decatur,  Commodore  Stephen,   Mr.  Randolph 

moved  certain  reaolu lions  of  respect  to 

the  memory  of,  which,  being  objected  to, 

were  withdrawn 

Mr.  Randolph  subatituted  a  motion  that  the 
House  do  attend  the  funeral  of  the  late, 
whereupon  Mr.  Holmes  moved  an  ad- 
journment, which  was  carried 
Deficiency,  the  Speaker  presented  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  stating  that  a 
considerable,  exists  in  the  appropriations 
of  the  present  year,  for  support  of  the 
Naval  Establishment,  referred 
Delisle,  Anthony,  6.  B.  Dudley,  and  John  M. 
Van  Cleef,  a  bill  from  the  Sonate  for  re- 
lief of 

twice  read,  and  referred    .        -        .        - 

reported  without  amendment     •        -        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         .        .        . 

read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted     - 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        - 
Dennison,  George,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied, dtc 
Denton,  Little,  dt  Co.,  and  Harman  Hendricks, 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  .        -        - 
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Denton,  Little,  dt  Co. — continued.  Page, 
bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading     ...    733 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     738 
Department  of  Indian  Affairs,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cocke,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
directed  to  report  the  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures of  the 1810 

report  of  that  officer  in  reply      ...  2178 

Deputy  Surveyors,  a  bill  regulating  the  manner 

of  stating  the  accounts  of,  twice  read      -  1692 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1899 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1912 
Deslonde,  Rosalie  P.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of 1636 

twice  read,  and  referred     ....  1640 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement     ......  1700 

Detroit,  Mr.  Woodbridge  presented  the  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Michigan,  com- 
plaining of  British  violations  of  the  terms 
of  surrender  of,  referred  ...    920 

a  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  commis- 
sioners for  the  district  of,  twice  read,  and 

referred 1169 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor, 

twice  read -  2184 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2206 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2207 
a  bill  to  annex  certain  lands  to  the  district 

of,  twice  read         .        .        -        .        •  1819 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        .  1861 . 

Dewitt,  Jacob  H.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat  .        .        .        -        •    701 
Dickinson,  John  D.,  of  Now  York,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Discriminating  Duties,  Mr.  Meiga  presented  a 
memorial  from  merchants  of  New  York, 
on  the  subject  of,  referred        -        -        -    791 
copy  of  the  said  memorial  -  2531,2536 

District  Banks,  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  on  the  respective 
memorials  of  the  several  ...  1049 
a  bill  respecting  the,  read  twice  -  -  1819 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  -  1833 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta  2093 
considered  and  agreed  to  •        -        -        -  2140 

District  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  the    ....    705 

Mr.  Kent  submitted  a  resolution  authorising 
a  Delegate  in  Congress  from  the,  which 
waa  negatived 880 

Mr.  Archer  submitted  sundry  resolutions 
relating  to  the        ....        -    930 

laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed    932 

oonaidered  and  respectively  agreed  to        -    937 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Jersey,  also  submitted, 
resolutions  respecting  the,  referred        -  1264 

a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  holding  the  cir- 
cuit court  in,  twice  read         ...  1807 

another  bill  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of,  to 
form  a  frame  of  government,  read  twice  1888 

District  Tonnage,  annual  statement  of  the        -    845 
Division  and  reduction  in  price  of  lands,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Ross,  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  a 

Dix,  John  A.,  4  bill  from  the  Senate  ibr  the  relief 

of,  read  twice  and  referred     .        -        -    869 
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Diz,  John  A. — continued. 

bill  reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Dobson,  Thomas  dt  Son,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  -        -        * 
(See  Printers  of  books,) 
Documents,  Mr.  Shaw  submitted  a  resolution 
authorizing  the  transmission  of  certain, 
free  of  postage,  read  twice,  and  referred  - 
reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed    .        -        -        -        . 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  same  effect, 
read  three  times,   and  passed 
Domestic  Manufactures,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Strong 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  furnishing  the  Army, 
Navy,  and  Indian  Department  with  cloth- 
ing of 

(See  Army — bill  from  ike  Senate*) 
the  memorial  of  the  Convention  at  New 

York  praying  protection  of    - 
the  memorial  of  the  American  Society  for 

the  encouragement  of  - 
the  memorial  <>f  citizens  of  Middletown,  Con- 
necticut, praying  protection  of 
the  memorial  of  the  Society  of  Papermakers 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware,  making 
the  same  prayer    -        -        -        -        - 

Dougherty,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  as  Clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  -        -        • 
Dbwee,  Edward,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied, dtc        ------ 

Drawback*  Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  resolution 
instructing  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
repealing  the  laws  allowing  a 
Dudley,  £.  B.    (See  DeUsle,  Anthony.) 
DaeUuig,  Mr.  Foot  submitted  resolatione  on  the 
subject  of,  referred  -        .        . 

report  of  the  committee  that  legislation  on 
the  subject  was  inexpedient   - 
Dnnn,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  as  Sergeant-at- 
Arms    ------- 

Duties  and  Drawbacks,  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  with  statements  of,  for 
the  years  1816  and  1817^  read,  and  laid 

on  the  table 845 

Duties  on  Merchandise  imported,  a  bill  regulat- 
ing the  payment  of,  read  twice       -        -    924 
copy  of  the  remonstrance  of  the  Virginia 

Agricultural  Society  against  increase  of  -  2296 
a  petition  of  the  merchants  of  Baltimore, 
praying  that  cash  payments  of,  may  be  re- 
quired -        -  -        -        . 
remonstrance  of  merchants  of  New  York 
against  cash  payments  of       -        - 
(See  Imports.) 
Duverge,  Bartholomew,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
for  the  relief  of,  read  twice      -        -        • 


860 


-  2286 


.  2293 


-  2307 


2327 


708 


701 


-  744 


-  830 


-  1820 


703 


-  2300 


-  2303 


1674 


£. 


Eaile,  Blias,  of  South  Carolina,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -        >        -        -        -    717 

Earle,  Elias.    ( See  Johnson^  James,  and  others.) 

Eddy,  Nathaniel,  of  Rhode  Island,  was  quali- 
fied, dec. 701 

Edwards,  Henry  W.,  of  Connecticut,  was  quali- 
fied, dec        -        -        -        -      •  -        -    701 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    -        •        -  1440 


Edwards,  Samuel,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied, dec. 701 

Edwards,  Weldon  N.,  of  North  Carolina,  was 

qualified        ------    71^ 

Elections,  appointment  of  the  standing  conmit- 

tee  of 70$ 

Elections  and  Returns  of  Representatives,  00 
motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  Judiciaiy  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  tiie 
expediency  of  regulating  by  law  the         -    998 

Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President,  a  jotnt 
resolution  from  the  Senate  to  amend  the 
Constitution  as  it  respects  the  choice  oi, 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  -------    99S 

the  said  committee  reported  agreement      -  1691 

Elliott,  Jonathan.    (See  Law,  John.) 

Engineer  and  Ordnance  Department,  on  nMtion 
of  Mr.  Tracy,  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  was  requested  to  canse  to  be 
laid  before  the  House  a  statement  show- 
ing the  contract  made  by  the,  dec  -        -    899 

Enrolling  and  Licensing  Ships,  dec,  a  bill  for,  to 
be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and 
fisheries,  read  twice        -        -        -        .  1783 

Entry  of  Merchandise,  a  bill  further  to  resolate 

the,  read  twice       -        -    ^  -         -         -  1675 

Erie,  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  boroogh 
of,  and  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of 
the  harbor  of  said  place,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject       ----..-  im 

Ervin,  James,  of  South  Carolina,  was  qaalified, 

and  took  his  seat  -        -        -        .        .    739 
speech  of,  on  his  Mausoleum  resolutions    -  1793 

Esenbeck,  William,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

War  on  the  petition  of  -        -        -        .  1656 

Estimates,  of  public  revenue  and  expenses         -    733 
of  public  expenses     -        -        -         .        .    793 

Executions  in  the  Army,  Mr.  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  submitted  a  resolution  of  ioqoirj 
into  the,  dtc,  in  the  year  1815,  contraij 
to  law   -------737 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 

present  the  same  to  the  President  -        -     733 
a  Message  from  the  President,  with  doea- 
ments,  in  reply      .....    393 

(See  King,  Colonel  miHam.) 

Expenditures  in  the  several  Departments,  ap- 
pointment of  the  standing  committee  oa     7K 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  said  committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  the, 
may  not  be  diminished  -        .        -         .    750 
certain  documents  in  relation  to,  in  the  Navy 

Department I54Q,3SC8 

in  the  House  of  Representatives  the  Speak- 
er's accounts  of,  approved       ...  S341 
discharge  of  the  committee  on,  in  the  War 
Department  ------ 

Extra  Services,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  the 
Committee  of  Accounts  were  instructed 
to  make  the  same  allowance  for,  as  aft  last 
session  -.->-. 

F. 

Fairfax,  Wilson  M.  C.    (See  Cadets,) 
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Fay,  John,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  4cc.     -    701 
Feea,  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Colnmbia  of  attorneys',  clerks,'  and  mar- 
shals'     1674 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  regulate  the,  of  the 
clerk  and  marshal  of  Louisiana  read  twice, 

and  referred »17S 

reported  without  mmendment     .        -        -  2230 
Fees  of  Office,  the  Speaker  presented  a  schedule 
of  the,  prepared  and  transmitted  by  the 
judges  of  several  districts        ...    712 
the  Speaker  presented  similar  schedules  718,  749, 

780,  830,  877,  981 
Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  similar  schedule 
lor  PennsyWania  -  -  -  -  -1641 
Field  Serviee,  Police,  dtc,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Smyth,  the  Secretary  of  War  was  direct- 
ed to  prepare  and  report,  at  next  session 
of  Congress,  a  system  of        -        -        -    760 

Finanoes,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury on  the    -        -        -        -        -        -    719 

Mr.  Btrother  submitted  sundry  resolutions 
of  i.nquiry  respecting  the        -        -        -     912 

the  three  first  agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  &e  Treasury      -        -        -    918 

the  fourth  resolution  negatived  .        -        -    920 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  such  information  as  he  is  able  to  fur- 
nish in  reply  -  -  -  -  -  1946 
Fines,  Penalties,  dbc,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kent, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  directed 
to  report  the  amount  of,  levied  and  col- 
lected by  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  dec. 933 

a  letter  containing  the  information  desired  1696 
Finney,  Elkanah,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  1774 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  1807 

T«ad  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        •  1809 
Fire  at  Savannah,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of  certain  sufferers  by  the  recent     -  1697 

twice  read  and  referred      -        -        -        -  1701 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading 1806 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  1807 
Fieher,  Charies,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, dtc.        702 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate  amendmenta  to  the 
military  appropriations  .        -        -        •  1784 

Flood,  Martha,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    -    921 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  1807 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        -  1809 
Florida,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Reid,  the  President 
was  requested  to  impart  such  information 
as  he  may  deem  proper,  on  the  subject  of 

the  treaty  for 1451 

a  Message  from  the  President,  with  a  report 

from  &e  Secretary  of  State,  in  reply       -  1617 
a  bill  to  authorize  and  request  the  F^ident 
to  take  possession  o(  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted   1618 

Floyd,  John,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  dec.      -    702 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolutions  concerning 

executions  in  the  Army  -  -  -  760 
on  the  deficiency  in  Navy  appropriations  -  788 
on  his  resolution  of  inquiry  concerning  the 

Spanish  Treaty 948 

aveech  of,  on  his  resolution  to  reduce  the 
*Army ai43 
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Folger,  Walter,  junior,  of  Massachusetta  was 

qualified,  dtc. 701 

Foot,  Samuel  A.,  of  Connecticut,  was  qualified  701 
remarks  of,  on  the  Navy  appropriations,  -  828 
on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  deaf  and 

dumb 686 

on  his  resolution  respecting  slavery  in  the 

Territories 1171 

on  the  military  appropriations    .        -        -  1607 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Delisle 

and  others 1702 

on  the  bill  concerning  the  sufferers  at  Sa- 
vannah ------  1804 

on  the  District  Banks  bill  -        -        -        -  1825 

on  the  revision  of  the  tariff       ...  2185 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  sales  at 
auction »197 

Ford,  WilUam  D^  of  New  York,  was  qualified  -    701 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  impose  a  duty  on 
aucdon  sales         .....  2198 
Foreign  Affairs,  appointment  of  a  select  oommit- 

mitteeon 707 

the  committee  dischaiged  ...  2241 

Foreign  Armed  Vessels,  a  bill  designating  the 
porta  within  which,  may  be  permitted  to  en- 
ter read  twice        -----  1463 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2241 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2242 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta, 
and  concurred  in  -        -        -        -        -  2247 

Foreign  Coins,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the 
subject  of  the  currency  of     -        -        -    903 

Foreign  Commerce,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  pro- 

vide  ibr  obtaining  accurate  statementa  of 

die,  of  the  United  States,  read  twice  and 

referred         .--.-.    877 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 990 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1022 

Foreign  cotton  and  woollen  fiibrics  and  iron,  a 
letter  and  statement  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  showing  the  effect  of  a  pro- 
hibiUonof 2348 

Forfeiture,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  law  of,  in  favor  of  the  actual  set- 
tler and  cultivator  -        -        -        .    779 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  further  to  extend  the 
time  for  sale  or,  on  failure  of  payment, 
read  tvrice,  and  referred  ...  1626 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  1650 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1690 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1700 
Forman,  Wm.  Gordon.    (See  Hunt,  Jeremiah,) 
Forrest,  Thomas,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified    701 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill   -        -        -  1669 

Fortifications,  appointment  of  a  standing  com- 
mittee on      707 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  request  of  the  President  an 
account  of  the  expenditure  of  the  several 
appropriations  for,  from  1816  to  1819,  in- 
clusive, dec.  ..----  766 
a  message,  wHh  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  War  in  reply 92t 
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Fortiiic«tioD«— continoed.  Page, 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  tbe  Secretarj  of 
War  was  directed  to  report  copies  of  all 
contracts  made  fur  baildiog,  dtc    -        -  1694 
letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  War  in  reply  •  1791 
report  of  tbe  committee  on         -        -        -  1951 
Forte  and  Arsenals,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pindcney, 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
tbe  expediency  of  restoring  to  all  tbo 
Btates  tbe  jurisdiction  of  the  territory 
ceded  to  tbem  for  ....  1042 

•  bill  to  restore  jurisdiction,  dtc,  read  twice  1573 
Praacisi  Tencb,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of       -  1807 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        .        -        .  1808 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  1809 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .  2242 
Franking  Privilege,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Livermore, 
Uie  Committee  on  tbe  Poit  Office,  &c, 
were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any 
alterations  were  necessary  in  the  law  giv- 
ing  the,  to  members  and  delegates  of 
Congress      ------    935 

Fraser,  Angus  O.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice  1218 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -  i82l 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  1822 

returned  from  tbe  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in  -        •        -        -        -  2213 

French  Ships  and  Vessels,  a  bill  to  impose  a 

new  tonnage  duty  on,  read  twice  -        -  1330 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  2246 
French  Spoliations  prior  to  1800,  Mr.  Pinckney 
presented  a  memorial  praying  indemnifi- 
cation for,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table      -  1821 
Frew,  Archibald,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Davidson,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
allowing  a  commission  to,  for  certain  col- 
lections of  direct  tax,  referred         -        -    850 
an  adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in      -    924 
Fugitive  Slaves,  a  resolution  submitted  by  Mr. 
Pindall  concerning,  was  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury      -        -        -  1717 
Fuller,  Timothy,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied, &c.       -        -        -        -        -        -     712 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill  -        -        -  1466 
on  bis  motion  concerning  private  land  claims  1740 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  lay  a  duty  on  auc- 
tion sales 2197 

on  the  Loan  bill 2203 

Fullcrton,  David,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied, dec. 701 

Fur  Trade,  Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  resolution  on 
the  subject  of,  which,  being  considered, 

was  rejected 904 

Furniture,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  North 
Carolina,  the  Doorkeeper  was  directed  to 
dispose  of  the,  used  by  the  House  in  the 
building  in  which  it  lately  sat        -        -    758 

G. 

Gales  db  Seaton,  Mr.  Randolph  submitted  a  res- 
olution to  exclude,  from  the  House,  as 

Reporters 1694 

after  debate  it  was  negatived,  by  yeas  and 


General  Armstrong,  Brig,  advene  report  on  the 

petittoa  of  the  crew  of  -        -         -        -  1809 

General  Officers  and  their  StaC  00  moCioo  oi  Mr. 
Cocke,  the  Secretary  of  War  wae  directed 
to  report  the  snms  of  money  annoallj  paid 
to,  dfcc  ------    881 

General  Post  Office,  a  letter  from  the  SecreCary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  relation  to  tbe  fiscal 
concerns  of  the      -        -        .        -        .  is^l 
a  bill  to  provide  for  repairing  the  raoTof  llie, 
read  twice    ------  1671 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2242 

Genesee  River,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  of  New 
York,  the  Committee  of  Commerce,  d^e^ 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  a  lighthouse  at  the 
mouth  of  the         -        -        -         -        -  1596 


nays 


1694 


an  explanation  of  the  difficulty  with  Mr. 
Randolph  by  (note)        -        -        -        -  1695 
Garnett,  Robert  S.,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified, 
t  and  took  bis  seat 70S 


Georgia,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crawford,  the 

committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  giving  the   aaoent  of 
Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  -        -  14€3 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  thai  effiect,  read 
twice,  dec.    -        -        -        -         -        -  1^0 

Ghent,  Mr.  Strong  submitted  a  resolation  of 
inquiry  concerning  certain  articles  of  the 
Treaty  of 1617 

Godfrey,  Gabriel,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred    -         -  163S 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement    -        -        -        -         -         _  isii 

Goetz,  Frederick,  and  Carl  W.  Westphal,  and 
the  heirs  of  Abraham  Neppes,  a  bill  from 
tbo  Senate  for  tbe  relief  of     -         .         .  1579 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        -         -         .  isg) 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement    -        -        -        -         -         -  1641 

Gooding,  John,  and  James  Williamsp  a  bill  for 

the  relief  of,  read  twice  -         -         -    7if 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -    733 

on  a  third  reading  rejected  -         •         •    73S 

a  motion  to  reconsider  rejected  •         -        -    740 

Government,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 

support  of,  for  the  year  1880,  read  twiee  1454 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .        .  16O 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -        -1650 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmeBie  V*& 
some  amendments  agreed  to,  and  othen  dis- 
agreed to       -        -        -        -        -         -  173J 

(See  Steele,  John,  for  amendments  dia- 

agreed  to — the  same  being  provided 

for  by  the  House  in  a  separate  bilL) 

a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  making  appffD- 

priations,  dtc,  read  twice       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

returned  from  tbe  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in  • 


Great  Sodus  Bay,  on  motion  of  Mr.  AUen,  of 
New  York,  the  Committee  of  Commerce, 
dec,  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  tbe 
expediency  of  making,  a  port  of  entry    - 

Green,  Berryman,  administrator  of  Sam  net  Kei^ 

by,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice        -  1494 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ...  igsi 

Greer,  James,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War 

on  tbe  petition  of  -        -        -        -         •  109 

Gross,  Samuel,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -  -        -        .    Ttl 
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Qtom,  Samuel — continued.  Pige. 

remarkf  of,  on  hie  reeolntion  concerning  pro- 
perty loet  at  PitUbnrg    ....    724 

■peech  of,  on  the  Miaeonri  bill    •        .        .  1242 

on  the  revision  of  the  tariff       ...  1963 
Groaa,  Exra  C,  of  New  York,  was  qaali&ed,  dx.     701 

remarks  o4  on  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
property  bill  -        -        -        -        -        -    759 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  benefit  of  the  deaf 
and  dumb 890 

on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  Maine 

bill 1408 

Guerlain,  Lewis  H.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of,  twice  read,  dE;c«        ...  2214 
Goyon,  James,  jr.,  Mr.  Allen,  of  New  York,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of^  contesting  the  seat 
of  Ebenezer  Sage,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections 712 

said  committee  report  that,  is  entitled  to  the 
seat 899 

testimony  accompanying  the  report   -        -     900 

the  House  concur  with  the  committee ;  and, 
is  qualified,  dec 914 

H. 

Hackley,  Aaron,  of  New  York,  was  qualified  dtc    701 
Hackley,  Richard  S.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read 1820 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  2241 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  2242 
Hall,  George,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  dec.    701 
Hall,  Thomas  H,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qual- 
ified, dtc 702 

Hale,  William,  of  Delaware,  was  qualified.  Sec.     736 
Hall,   Margaret,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred  -         -         -         -         -         -1169 

reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  1821 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ...  2241 

taken  up,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  2  242 
Hardin,  Benjamin,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified 

and  took  bis  seat 726 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  lili  ...  1069 
remarks  of,  on  the   resolution  respecting 

adjournment         .....  1672 
on  the  District  Banks  bill  -        .        -  1826 

Harding,  John  and  Giles,  John  Shuts,  and  John 
Nicholls,  a  bill  from  tbe  Senate  for  the 

relief  of 1634 

read  twice,  and  referred  .  -  -  .  1635 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  .  1674 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1698 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  1701 
Hart,  Eli,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  referred        ....     779 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement    •        -....    848 
Hazard,  Nathaniel,  of  Rhode  Island,  was  qual- 
ified dec. 701 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  the  benefit 
of  the  widow  and  children  of  Commodore 
Perry 1463 

Heaps,  John,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, the  Committee  on  Post  Offices,  dec., 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipe- 
diency  of  affording  some  pecuniary  relief 

to  the  widow  of 1691 

a  bill  for  relief  of  tbe  widow  of,  twice  read  1806 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1821 

read  the  third  time,  and  paised  -        -  1822 


Page. 
Heister,  Joseph,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Hemphill,  Joseph,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied, dkc.       --..--    701 
Henderson,  William,  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of        -----        -  1692 

considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        -  1694 
Hendricks,  William,  of  Indiana,  was  qualified 

and  took  hu  seat 70ft 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill  ...  1844 
Hendricks,  Herman.  (See  Denton^  IMiU  4r  Co.) 
Henrick,  Danish  brigantine,  a  Message  from  the 

President  respecting  the        -        >        -    801 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Re- 
lations   891 

adverse  report  thereon      ....  1169 
documents  accompanying  the  Message  in 

relation  to  the 2268 

Herrick,  Samuel,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified,  dec.    -    702 
Mr.  Sloan  presented  a  charge  against,  made 
by  George  Jackson,  for  receiving  money 
for  services  in  procuring  his  pension      -  1961 
Hibshman,  Jacob,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -        -        -        >        -     701 
Hightower,  Tbomas,  Mr.  Overstreet  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  ....    718 
adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in  -        •    846 
Hill,  Mark  L.,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  concerning  a 

national  university  ....  781 
on  Mr.  Strother's  resolution  respecting  the 

finances 919 

on  printing  the  Secret  Journal  of  the  Old 

Congress 1063 

Holmes,  Jobn,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat  .....  701 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning 

army  executions 731 

on  Mr.  Taylor's  restrictive  resolution         -    804 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay,  on  the  Maine 

bill 833,839,843 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  benefit  of  the  deaf 
and  dumb     ......    886 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Taylor's  amendment  to 

the  Missouri  bill 966 

on  Senate's  amendments  to  the  Maine  bill  1406 
on  the  revision  of  the  Tariff      ...  2081 
Holmes,  Charles  Rutledge.     (See  Cadets,) 
Hooks,  Charles,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat  .....    704 
Hostetter,  Jacob,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied, dtc. 701 

House  of  Representatives,  meeting  of  the  -    701 

rei)ort  on  the  contingent  expenses  of  the    -  1863 
adjournment  of  the  -        -        -        -        -  2662 
Hoye,  John.    (See  Beaiiy,  Char  lee  A,,  4*^*) 
Hughes,  James  A.,  a  bill  mr  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred  ---.--  737 
reported  without  amendment  ...  866 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    869 

Hughes,  Samuel,  adverse  report  on  the  claim  of, 

read  twice,  and  referred         ...    349 
Hunt,  Jeremiah  and  David,  and  W.  G.  Forman» 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice  -        -  1697 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  ig^i 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1823 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment*, 

and  concnrred  in 21ii 
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Hunter,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
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lief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

I. 


-  1888 

-  1948 

-  2243 


midt  Introduction  of  Slares,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Whitman,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was 
directed  to  report  such  information  as  he 
may  possess  in  relation  to  the 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in 
reply 

another  letter  from  the  same,  with  sundry 
papers  ------- 

Illinois,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee 
of  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  addi- 
tional land  offices  in  the  State  of    - 

on  motion  of  the  same,  the  same  committee 
were  also  instructed  to  inquire  respecting 
the  surveyor  of  public  lands  -        -        - 

a  report  from  said  committee     -        -        . 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of,  relating  to 
pre-emption  rights,  referred   -        -        - 

a  bill  to  establish  additional  land  offices  in, 
read  twice 

the  Speaker  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of,  requesting  that  commis- 
sioners may  be  appointed  to  lay  out  a 
certain  road  therein  mentioned,  referred  - 

Mr.  Cook  presented  the  petition  of  the  same, 
praying  compensation  to  the  militia  of  the 
State 

a  bill  concerning  certain  claims  to  land  in 
the  State  of,  read  twice  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        - 

a  bill  for  relief  of  certain  settlers  in,  read 

twice 

Xinportation  of  Goods  in  American  and  Foreign 
Vessels,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  with  statements  of  the    - 
Imports,  bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on,  read  twice 

a  motion  to  instruct  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  report  his  opinion  on  the 
same,  laid  on  the  table  -        -        -        . 

hill  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -        .        - 

read  the  third  time,  and  negatived 

memorial  of  the  Agricultural  Society  of  Vir- 
ginia, remonstrating  against  an  increase 
of  duties  on 

a  similar  memorial  from  merchants  of  Salem 

a  similar  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  Philadelphia  .  -  .  . 
Iqaports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  from  the  i^'enate  to 
continue  in  force  the  act  supplemental  to 
the  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  du- 
ties on  

read  twice,  and  referred    .        -        .        - 

reported  with  an  amendment     -        -        - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments    

Indian  Trade,  report  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Indian  Tribes,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  bet- 
ter regulation  of  trade  with  the,  twice 
read,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment  ... 
(See  7)rading  HousetJ) 
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Indiana,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hondridu,  the  Cm- 
mittee  of  Public  Lands  were  iutractedto 
inquire  into  the  expedienqr  of  ettibliib- 
ing  an  additional  land  office  in 

Infirmary  of  Washington,  Mr.  Kent  pretented 
the  petition  of  the  board  of  Iniiteei  of  the, 
referred  -        -        -       .      -      . 

adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in  - 

Insane  Persons,  a  bill  to  anthorixe  certain,  to  be 
placed  on  the  list  of  pensionen,  voder 
guardians,  read  twice    -       .      -     ■ 

Interest,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Slocnmb,  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee  were  instmcted  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  piofidmg  hj 
law  for  the  recovery  of^  oo  balances  ad- 
mitted to  be  due  by  receivers,  dec  • 

Internal  Duties  and  Direct  Tax,  a  let ter  from  dw 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  raodiy 
statements  relative  to  the 

Introduction  of  Slaves,  Mr.  Tsylor,ofNewYock, 
submitted  a  resolution  for  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting 
by  law  the,  into  the  Territoriea  west  of 
the  Mississippi       .        .       .      .     - 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  the  petition  of  the 
American  Convention  on  the  sabject  of 
the,  referred  to  the  same       -      - 

Mr.  Folger  presented  a  similar  petition  fron 
the  Friends  of  New  England 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  another  from  Penn- 
sylvania        -        -        -       .      -      • 

Mr.  Hazard,  of  Rhode  Island,  and  Mr. 
Rogers,  of  Pennsylvania,  preaented  njni* 
lar  petitions  -        -        .       .      -     • 

the  committee  not  botng  able  lo  agree,  weitt 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  discharged,  anJ 
he  then  offered  a  resolution  to  appoint  t 
committee,  with  instructions  to  report  t 
bill  of  the  same  tenor     -       -      -     * 

Mr.  Cocke  presented  the  memoiial  of  the 
Manumission  Society  of  Tenneaaee 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  so 

the  subject  of         .        .       .      •     - 

Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  concerning,  twice  read  Hi' 

Invasion  of  Louisiana,  report  of  Mr.  WilljaasoB 

the  subject  of  losses  sustained  during  ths, 

by  the  British        .        .       -      - 


r 


•  ;« 


m 


»s 


8^1 


.24». 


:« 


i«: 


Jackson,  William,  Mr.  Sergeant  pieasnted  the 
memorial  of,   in  behalf  of  the  laxvinDg 
officers  of  the  Revolution,  referred  • 
Jackson,  George,  Mr.  Sloan  laid  before  the  Howe 
a  letter  from,  charging  Mr.  Hsmd^  ft 
member,  with  receiving  compensation  fv 
his  services  in  procuring  a  psnaioD  fox 
Robert  Cue,  read  -        .       .       •     - 
Johnson,  James  of  Virginia,  was  qualified, «e>  -  ''* 
speech  of,  on  the  Property  biU  -       :    "jp'* 
on  the  motion  to  poetpone  the  same  iodn* 

nitely    -        -        ^     -       -      -    765..-* 

on  Mr.  Strother's  resolution  respecting  the     . 

finances         -        -        -        "       '      *  ilj 

on  the  Missouri  bill  •        -        -       -      '^^ 

remarks  of,  on  Uie  bill  concerning  m}»  ^ 

aucUon 2175. «?? 
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Johneon,  Colonel  James,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke, 
the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  re- 
port what  sums  of  money  have  been  paid 
to,  in  virtue  of  certain  articles  of  agree- 
ment, 6lc.     ......     936 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  reply  1047 

Johnson,  James,  and  others,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Storrs,  the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed 
to  report  copies  of  contracts  heretofore 
made  with,  tor  delivery  of  powder,  dbc.  -  1451 

Jones,  James,  of  Virginia  was  qualified,  dec       -  702 

Jones,  Francis,  of  Tennessee  was  qualified,  dec.  702 
remarks  of,  on  the  Property  bill         -     751,  755 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same      -  778 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    ...  1457 

Jones,  Fielding,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice  845 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1808 

Jones,  Cha.rles  S.,  and  Richard  Buckner,  a  bill 

for  relief  of,  read  twice    ....  928 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1809 

Jones,  John  M.,  the  Speaker  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  in  relation  to  a  new  invention 

to  catch  rats  and  mice    -        .        .        .  939 

Journal  of  the  Convention  that  formed  the  Con- 
stitution, a  Message  from  the  President 
on  the  subject  of  the  -  -  -  -  741 
Mr.  Warfield  submitted  a  resolution  for  the 
distribution  of  the  copies  of  the,  among 
members  not  before  supplied,  read  twice  -  751 
read  a  third  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 

committee 758 

reported  with  an  amendment,  and  again  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading         ...    820 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    820 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment      904 

read,  and  concurred  in       -        •        -        -    906 
Mr.  Pinckney  submitted  a  resolution  to  trans- 
mit a  copy  of  the,  to  each  surviving  mem- 
ber of  that  convention,  read  twice  -        -  1948 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        -  1951 
Judicial  System  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  Mr. 
Kent  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
persons  praying  an  alteration  in  the,  re- 
ferred     1242 

Mr.  Kent  presented  another  petition  of  the 

same  character  .....  1454 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  further  to  amend  the  1807 
twice  read,  and  referred  ....  1808 
a  report  recommending  non-concurrence    -  1823 

Jadiciary»  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee of  the       706 

aaid  committee  discharged  ...  2241 

Jurors  for  the  Circuit  Court,  Mr.  Warfield  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  to  instruct  the  Judici- 
ary Committee  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  increasing  the  pay  of  the  .      -    741 
amended,  and  referred  to  said  committee    -     741 
a  report  from  the  Committee  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  on  the  subject  of       •        -  1674 
Jaatices  of  the  Peace,  Mr.  Little  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Washing- 
ton, praying  an  extension  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the,  referred        ....  1064 
a  bill  to  extend  the  jurisdictton  of  the,  twice 
read,  and  referred  -       •       -       -       -1671 


Justices  of  the  Peace— continued.  Page, 

bill  reported  without  amendment,  and  order- 


ed to  lie  on  the  table 

K. 


-  2241 


Kalb,  General  Baron  de,  Mr.  Lowndes  presented 
the  petition  of  the  children  of  the  late, 
referred 712 

Kendall,  Jonas,  of  Massachusetts  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Kenawha  and  Mason  counties,  Virginia,  an  ad- 
verse report  on  the  petition  of  the  inhab- 
itants of 906 

Kent,  Joseph,  of  Maryland  was  qualified,  dbc.    -    701 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  circuit  court  ....    786 
speech  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill  •        -  1828 

Kentucky  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  Mr.  Ander- 
son submitted  a  resolution  authorizing  the 
purchase  of  stock  in  the,  read,  and  com- 
mitted   1789 

Kirby,  Samuel.    (See  Green,  Berryman,) 

Kermion,|Labedoyere  de,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

for  the  relief  of,  twice  read,  and  referred  1574 

Kidnapping,  the  Secretary  of  State  communicated 
a  copy  of  the  act  of  the  Pennsylvania  Le- 
gislature to  prevent        ....  1868 

King,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read    935 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ...  1807 

King,  Colonel  William,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, of  North  Carolina,  the  Secretary 
of  War  was  directed  to  lay  before  the 
House  the  proceedings  of  the  court  mar- 
tial on  the  late  trial  of  -  -  -  -  1863 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  transmitting  a 

copy,  referred         .....  2179 
report  of  the  committee  read,  and  laid  on 
the  toble 2234 

Kinsey,  Charles,  of  New  Jersey  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 1865 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  Missouri  bill 1578 

on  the  revision  of  the  tariff       ...  2145 
on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at  auction        -  2176 
Kinsley,  Martin,  of  Mississippi,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Konkopot,  Jacob,  and  others,  a  bill  for  relief  of, 

twice  read 1403 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1807 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  1809 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  agreed  to 2172 

(See  Stoekbrkfge  Indians.) 
Jiske  Erie,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  erecting  a 
lighthouse  on  the  southeast  coast  of,  near 
its  confluence  with  Sandusky  Bay        -  1065 
Lambert,  William,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Strother, 
the  memorial  and  papers  of,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judictaiy        -    998 
(See  LongUude  of  the  Capitol) 
Land  Bounty  Certificates,  Mr.  Cook  submitted 

a  resolution  respecting  -        .        -        -  1489 

Land  Claims,  in  Louisiana  and  Missouri,  a  bill 

supplemental  to  the  several  acts  for  the 

adjustment  of,  read  twice      «-        -        •    924 

indefintlely  postponed        ...  2214 

a  bill  bom  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor    -  1692 
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Land  Claims — continued.  Page, 

bill  read  twice,  and  referred        ...  1697 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  1711 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2221 
Land  sold  for  direct  tax,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hooks, 
the  Judiciary  Committee  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing by  law  for  perfecting  titles  to    -        >     801 
Languille,  Francis  B.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of 1596 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....  1597 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 

ponement 1662 

Lathrop,  Samuel,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qual- 
ified, dtc.       701 

Laub,  Conrad,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read  2140 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  >        .  2242 

Law,  John,  and  Jonathan  Elliott,  a  bill  for  relief 

off  read  twice         .....  1047 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  ig07 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        .  1809 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Woodbridge,   the  Judiciary   Committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  causing  a  competent  number 
of,  to  be  distributed  within  the  Territory 
of  Michigan  ......    858 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  provide  for  the 

protection  of,  in  newspapers,  read  twice  -  1655 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1677 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1690 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  2213 
read,  and  concurred  in      .        -        >        .  2215 
Leather,  Mr.  Silsbee  presented  the  petition  of 

sundry  manufacturers  of,  referred  -        -     778 
(See  Manufacture)!*) 
Lefevre,  Joseph,  a  hill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of,  twice  read,  and  referred    ...  1636 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement     ......  1674 

Leiper,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 

lief  of 1U13 

twice  read,  and  referred     ....  1948 
reported  without  amendment    ...  2009 
read  the  third  time,  and  referred        .        .  2243 
Levy,  Moses  Elias,  Mr.  Sampson  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....  1641 
an  adverse  report  concurred  in  .        -        .  1670 
Levy  Court  of  Washington,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cobb,  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the,  to  im- 
pose a  tax  for  building  a  courthouse,  &c.     779 
Library,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for 
appointment  of  a  committee  on  the,  con. 
curred  in,  and  a  committee  appointed    -    705 
a  joint  resolution  permitting  the  use  of  the, 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk 
of  the  House,  read  twice        ...  2053 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  2 180 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  2184 
Limiting  Sales  of  Public  Lands,  on  motion  of 
Mjr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of    •        -  1330 
the  committee  report  that  it  is  inexpedient  1451 
Lincoln,  Enoch,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -        -        -        -        -     701 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  oonoerning 
Revolutionary  pensions  ....    747 


Pi|t 
Little,  Peter,  of  Maryland,  was  qoalified,  &&  •  ti: 
remarks  of,  on  his  retolutioa  for  t  aepinte 
committee  on  manufacturet  -      •     •  706 
Livermore,    Arthur,  of  New  Hampihira,  «u 

qualified,  and  took  his  aeat   -      •     •  701 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Taylor's  rotrictiTe  re- 
solution        .        >       -       -      -     •  735 
on  Mr.  Taylor's  subsequent  resolation     •  8IH 

on  the  Maine  bill 8N 

on  the  bill  for  benefit  of  deaf  and  damb    •  8K 

on  the  Census  bill 9t3 

on  the  Senate's  amendment!  to  the  Miioe 

bill m 

on  the  military  appropriationa  -  -1607,161 
on  the  District  Banks  bill  -  -  - 1^ 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  WilUaion  1635 
concerning  sales  at  auction      -  -  -i^^ 

Loan,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  bonov 

two  millions,  read  twice        -      -     •  1^ 
amended  by  increasing  the  sum  -  2S03 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -     - 12» 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  '^ 

returned  with  amendments  by  the  Seotte, 

and  a  conference  asked         -      -     •  ^' 
conference    agreed  to,  and  managers  tp* 

pointed  .        -        -       -      -     -fitf 

report  of  the  managers  concarred  in  •     -  ^' 
Loans  of  Powder,  dtc,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy, 

the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  wu 

requested  to  inform  the  House,  whit, if 

any,  had  been  made  since  the  peace  to 

private  citizens,  Ac.  -  -  -  "  ^^" 
a  message  with  a  report  from  the  Secretary 

of  War  in  reply  -  -  -  -  ■  l^'J* 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Strother,  a  committee  of 

inquiry  into  the,  was  appointed    -     -  ^^ 
report  and  discharge  of  said  committee    -  !•• 
Longitude  of  the  Capitol,  a  joint  resolution  lo- 

thorizing  the  President  to  cause  astroo- 

omical  observations  to  be  made  to  ifcrr- 

tain  the,  twice  read        -       -      -     •  1"^' 
Loring,  Nathaniel  Hale.    (See  Caddi.) 
Lost  MiltUry  Land  Warrants,  a  bill  proTttUo? 

for  cases  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  -  ^^ 
reported  without  amendment  •  '  L 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  '  '^ 

Low,  Andrew,  dt  Co.,  Mr.  Cobb  preseoted  d»c 

petition  of,  referred        -       .      •     -  IW 
Lowndes,  William,  of  South  Carolina,  was  qui-    ., 

ified,  &c.,  -  -  -  *  .  '  J  ^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  subject  of  weights  aod 

measures  -  .  -  '  " .  -U 
on  resolution  concerning  Army  execntioDs  ^^ 
on  postponing  Mr.  Taylor's  resolution  -  ^ 
on  the  Navy  deficiencies  -  '  '  i 
on  Mr.  Taylor's  second  resolution  '  ^[ 

on  the  Navy  appropriations 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  conceroiog  sc- 

countability  .        -        .       * .     ' 
on  the  resolution  relating  to  the  widow,  4c, 

of  Commodore  Perry      -       -      • 
on  the  disagreement  between  IhetwoHooiei 

on  the  Maine  bill  >        -       -      '     *  I'f^; 
on  the  military  appropriations  - 
speech  o^  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  coocen-  ^ 

ing  alienation  of  territory  -  *  '  isH 
on  the  Navigation  bill  -  -  '  ijii 
on  the  revision  of  the  tariff  •  '«^*«fi 
remarks  of,  on  the  Loan  Bill      »1W»  «03,» 
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Lucas,  John  B.  C,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice    792 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    881 

read  the  third  time,  and  negatived     -        -    882 

Ljman,  Joseph  8.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat   .        -        .        .        .    701 
Ljon,  Matthew,  the  Speaker  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  -        -        -        -        -710 
If  ackay,  James,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    -    906 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        -        .  1807 
recommitted  with  instructions   ...  1809 

M. 

Maday,  William  P.,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qual- 
ified, Ac. 701 

Maine,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Convention  of,  to  be  admitted  as  a  Slate 
into  the  Union,  referred         ...     704 
a  bill  providing  for  the  admission  of,  into 

the  Union,  read  twice  ....  749 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  848 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  849 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1404 
debate  on  the  amendments  ...  1406 
amendments  ordered  to  be  printed  -  *  1410 
Mr.  Holmes  presented  a  representation  for 

the  Massachusetts  members  -  .  •  1460 
the  House  disagreed  to  the  amendments  of 

the  Senate 1457 

the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments       -  1652 
the  House  insisted  on  disagreeing  to  the 

whole  of  the  amendments      .        .        -  1656 
a  conference  agreed  to  and  raanagen  ap. 
pointed  ......  1676 

report  of  the  managers  agreed  to,  and  the 

bill  finally  passed 1689 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  a  circuit 

court  in,  twice  read        -        -        -        .891 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1662 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1672 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  apportion  the  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  17ih  Congress  to  be 
elected  for  the  States  of  Massachusetts 
and,  twice  read      -        -        -        -        .  1697 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        .        -  1711 
Mallary,  Rollin  C,  Mr.  Rich  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  claiming  a  seat  in  the  House,  in 
the  place  of  Orsamus  C.  Merrill  of  Ver- 
mont, referred 710 

report  of  said  committee,  favorable  to  his 

claim 860 

report  concurred  in,  and  petitioner  took  his 
seat      .......    901 

remarks  of,  on  the  military  appropriations  -  1623 
Mandan  Villages,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the 
Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  report 
the  terms  of  contracts  for  transportation, 

dtc,  to  the 892 

Manufactures,  appointment  of  a  standing  com- 
mittee of 710 

Mr.   Baldwin,  of  Pennsylvania,   and   Mr. 
Ringgold,  of   Maryland,    severally   pre- 
sented petitions,  praying  encouragement 
of  domestic,  referred      ....     737 
Mr.  Bufifum,  of  New  Hampshire,  presented 

a  similar  petition  .....  739 
Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  the  same-  -  740 
Mr.  Uibshman,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  same  -  748 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  same  -  .  767 
Mr.  Rogers^  of  Pennsylvania,  the  same      -    778 
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Manufactures,  Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  pre- 
sented a  petition  praying  encouragement 
of  domestic,  referred      .        .        .        *.    778 
Mr.  Meigs,  of  New  York,  Mr.  Case,  and 

Mr.  Maday,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  same  -    791 
Mr.  Mason,  of  Massachusetts,  the  same     •    800 
Mr.  Baldwin  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Society  for  the  promotion 
of  domestic    ......  1821 

(See  Domeatie  Mdnufaetures,) 

Maps  of  States  and  Territories,  Oa  motion  of  Mr. 
Anderson,  the  clerk  was  directed  to  pro- 
cure, for  the  use  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands 939 

Marchand,  David,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  .....    701 

Marcus  Hook,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  merchants  of  Philadelphia 
praying  the  construction  of  additional 
piers  at,  referred     >        •        >        -        -     921 

Marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Storrs,  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury was  directed  to  report  a  statement  of 
the  amount  paid  to  the,  in  each  year,  for 
expenses  of  holding  courts  -  -  .881 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply  -        -    904 

Marshals,  Clerks,  and  Attorneys,  a  bill  to  repeal 
the  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  of,  read 
twice 1021 

Maryland  and  District  of  Columbia  Turnpike 
Company,  Mr.  Kent  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  peraons  praying  a  repeal  of 
the  act  authorizing  the,  to  lay  out  a  cer- 
tain road,  referred 898 

Mason,  Jonathan,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied and  took  bis  seat    •        -        -        .701 

Masonic  Hall,  in  Washington,  Mr.  Kent  present- 
ed the  petition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  praying  authority  to 
raise  by  lottery  a  sum  suffident  to  erect 
a,  referred      ..-.--    800 

Mauri,  Everiste,  Mr.  Meigs  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 1641 

Mausoleum  to  Washington,  Mr.  £rvin,  ef  South 
Carolina,  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing a     1792 

the  House  refused  to  consider  the  same      -  1799 

Medical  Department  ^f  the  Army,  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  further  to  regulate  the,  twice  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        -2172 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2180 

Meecb,  Ezra,  of  Vermont,  was  qualified    •        •    786 
Meigs,  Henry,  of  New  York,  was  qualified        -     701 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the 

deaf  and  dumb  .  -  •  •  -  883 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  the  opponents  of  the 

bill 887 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Storr's  amendment  to  the 

Missouri  bill 940 

Melchior,  Isaac,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of,  twice  read  .....  934 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1807 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •  1809 

Mercer,  Charles  F.,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat 702 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning 

Army  executions  -  .  -  -  .  781 
on  postponing  Mr.  Taylor's  resolution        -    736 
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Mercer,  Charles  F^ — oontinned.  Pege. 

remarks  ot,  on  the  Navj  Deficiency  bill  -  788 
on  Mr.  Taylor's  second  resolution  -  -  803 
speech  of,  on  the  naval  appropriatioDs  -  812 
remarks  of,  on  the  Census  bill  -  -  -  922 
on  printing  the  Journal  of  the  old  Congress  1048 
on  Senate's  amendments  to  the  Maine  bill  1480 
on  the  District  Banks  bUl  -  1813,  1827 

on  the  MUitia  bill 1900 

Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport,  a  bill  from  the 

Senate  for  the  relief  of  the  -  -  -1242 
twice  read  and  referred  ....  1264 
reported  without  amendment  ...  1290 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1699 

laid  on  the  Uble 2243 

Merrill,  Orsamus  C,  of  Vermont,  was  qualified    701 

Mr.  Mallary  disputes  the  election  of  -        -    710 

reply  of,  to  Mr.  Mallary's  statements        •    866 

Mr.  Baker,  of  New  Hampshire,  presented 

the  memorial  of,  praying  time  to  collect 

evidence        ......    899 

the  Committee  t)f  Elections  report  that  he 
is  not  entitled  to  a  seat,  and  the  same  be- 
ing concurred  in,  Mr.  Mallary  takes  his 
place 903 

Merrill,  James,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read    928 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  1807 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  1809 
Metcalf,  Thomas,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified    -    702 
speech  off  on  the  District  Banks  bill        -  1814 
Michigan  Territory,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  cause  the  laws  of,  to 
be  printed  and  distributed,  twice  read    -  1640 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        -  1642 
Military  Academy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon  the 
Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  report  a 
statement  of  the  whole  amount  of  money 
expended  on  the  -        •        -        -        -    792 
letter  from  the  Secretary  in  reply      -        -  1021 
Mr.  C.  submitted  a  resolution  making  other 

inquiries  concerning  ....  1405 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  trans- 
mitting a  report  from  the  Engineer  De- 
partment containing  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations of  the,  referred  ....  1489 
on  motion  of  the  same  gentleman,  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  abolishing 

.the 1627 

the  said  committee  reported  that  it  was  in- 

.  expedient  to  do  so         -        -        -        -  1632 

a  bill  concerning  the,  twice  read,  dec.        -  1635 

Military  Establishment,  a  bill  regulating  the, 

twice  read, 4cc.      ....        -.1541 

Military  Fortifications,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Can- 
non, the  Military  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
reducing,  or  entirely  stopping  the  •        -    891 

Military  Peace  Establishment,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  was  directed  to  report  the 
aggregate  amount  of  the,  for  each  year 
since  1815,  distinguishing  the  grades  -  801 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply  -  -  849 
another  report  from  the  same  on  the  subject 
ofthe 1639 

Military  Service,  a  bill  making  partial  appropri- 
ations for  the,  for  the  year  1820,  twice 
read 741 
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Military  Service — continued. 

biU  ordered  to  a  third  reading    - 
read  the  third  time,  and  peaaed      -     . 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmeoti, 
and  referred         .        -       .      .     . 

agreement  reported 

report  concurred  in 

Mr.  Cannon  submitted  a  resolution  iutnet- 
ing  the  Military  Committee  to  inqoire 
into  the  expediency  of  exteading  the  Mt 
making  provision  for  the,  daring  the  hie 
war,  to  orphans,  dec. 
the  resolution  negatived 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the,  for  tiie 

year  1820,  twice  read    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmeaU 
amendments  and  bill  referred    - 
disagreement  reported,  and  oonenned  ia 
Senate  insisted   on  one   amendmeBt  and 
asked  a  conference,  which  is  agzeed  t&, 
and  managers  appointed       -      >     •  lili 
the  managers  report  a  non-agresment     •  Ifil 

Militia,  appointment  of  a  select  committee  on  the  70^ 
on  motion  of  Mr..Cannon,  the  said  oomoittee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  cipe* 
diency  of  clothing  the,  when  caUed  isto 
service  -        -        -        "       '      '  .   * 
on  motion  of  the  same,  the  same  ooDsiittee 
were  further  instructed  to  inquire  into  tbf 
expediency  of  improving  the  oifuiiiitioa 
ofthe    -        -        -        -       -      -      ■ 

a  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the,  dcc^  md 

twice     -        - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
a  Message  from  the  President  trtnsmittijig 
the  annual  abstract  of  the       -      •     * 
Miller,  George.    (See  Conoerse,  J>mML) 
Miller,  Christopher,  a  bill  for  the  reUef  o(  md 
twice    -        -        -        "       '      *       J 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       •      '     '^!l 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  *  ^^ 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  aaei^ 

ment     -        -        -       -       "      "     *r- 
read,  and  agreed  to    -        -       •      -     •  «I^ 

Milne,  Alexander,  a  bUl  from  the  Senate  for  tiie 

relief  of *  ^^ 

read  twice,  and  referred    -       .      •     •  183^ 
Minors,  Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina,  offend 
a  resolution  to  allow  bounty  land  to,  Dadcr 
certain  circumstances,  which  the  flow^ 
refused  to  consider         .       .      -     * 
Mint,  a  Message  from  the  President,  with  ihc 
report  of  the  Director  of  the    - 
sundry  statemenU    from  the  TreuQiJ  id 
relation  to  the        -        -       .      -     •  W*^^ 
Mississippi  Stock,  documents  sbomng  the  oot- 

standing,  and  interest  thereon 
Missouri,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  the  levRiI 
memorials,  d^c,  relating  to  the  adjniffiw 
of,  into  the  Union,  were  referred  to  teetet 
committee  -  -  -  -  '  ' 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of,  to  fomi 

constitution,  dl&c,  read  twice  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -      '     '  ,(n 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmeoti  »^ 
after  considerable  debate,  aU  eoMSoned  n  -  •"- 
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P«ge. 
Misfoari,  the  Speaker  preeented  randry  petitions 
praying  that  the  Territory  of,  may  be  di- 
vided, referred       .....    800 

Mr.  Scott  presented  the  remonitrance  of  the 
Mount  %ion  Baptist  Association,  against 
the  interference  of  Congress  with  the  pro- 
vuions  of  the  constitution  of  - 
Mr.  Hardin  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Kentucky,  of  a  similar  char- 
acter    ------- 

Mohiccan  Indians,  a  bill  confirming  the  title  of 

the,  to  certain  lands,  read  twice 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ... 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -        - 

the  third  reading  negatived        -        •        . 
Molasses,  memorial  of  sundry  merchants  and  di^ 
tillers  of  Boston,  on  the  subject  of  the  im- 
portation of  - 
Monell,  Robert,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  d^c. 
Moore,  Robert,  of  PennsyWania,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat  .        -        •        •        . 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 
auction          ---.-. 
Moore,  Samuel,  of  Pennsjlvania,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat   -        -        -        .        - 
Morgan,  Charles,  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office  on  the  claim  of 
Morton,  Marcus,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied, dtc 

MoBcley,  Jonathan  O.,  of  Connecticut,  was  quali- 
fied, d^c 701 

remarks  of,  on  Uie  District  Banks  bill        i>  1828 
Murray,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 

Muskets,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  pay- 
ment to  be  made  for  certain,  impressed 

into  the  service 

read  twice,  and  referred    .        -        .        . 
reported  with  amendments        ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ... 
McCarty,  Edmund,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 
relief  of,  read  twice        .... 
McComas,  Josiah  H.,  and  wife.     (See  WilUsy 
Henryy  of  whom  they  were  representa- 
tives.) 
McCoj,  William,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified.  Sec*    702 
remarks  oft  on  the  Property  bill  ...     755 
on  the  military  appropriations    ...  1621 
on  the  District  Banks  bill         -        -        -  1830 
McCreary,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, dec 702 

McCuUough,  Hugh,  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of 791 

McDonald,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice     - 726 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        -        -     751 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     758 
McGlassin,  late  major  in  the  Army,  the  Speaker 

communicated  a  letter  from    ...    938 
McGrew,  John,  Richard  Cravat,  Hardy  Perry, 
and  Beley  Cheney,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

read  twice 1169 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  ...  igsi 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1822 
Mclntire,  Ann,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice  1594 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1821 
read  a  third  time,  and  referred  ...  1822 
indefinitely  postponed       ....  i860 
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904 

906 

934 

1698 

1888 
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Mcintosh,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -    876 

a  third  reading  negatived  ....    928 

McLane,  Louis,  of  Delaware,  was  qualified,  dec    701 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill   -        -        -  1138 

on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  Maine 

bill 1409 

on  the  revision  of  the  tariff        ...  2093 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 
auction  ......  2199 

McLean,  Olney,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified,  d^c.    702 

remarks  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill        -  1818 

speech  of,  on  the  Land  Sales  bill        -        -  1893 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 

auction  ......  2196 

McNair,  Matthew,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of  1913 

twice  read         - 1948 

McNeil,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief, 

of,  read  twice,  and  referred    ...  1574 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement     ......  1674 

McRae,  Alexander.  (See  Johmofit  JameSf  and 
others*) 

N. 

National  Road,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
continuing  the,  from  Wheeling  to  St. 
Charles 1633 

National  University,  Mr.  Hill,  of  Massachusetts, 

submitted  a  resolution  respecting  a        -    780 
considered,  and  negatived         -        -        -    781 
National  Vacdne  Institution,  a  bill  to  incorporate 

the,  read  twice  .--..-    891 
Naval  Commanders,  a  bill  to  prevent,  fiom  ac- 
cepting presents,  dbc,  from  any  foreign 
powers,  read  twice        -        -        -        -  2156 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2178 

Naval  Establishment,  Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  re- 
solution for  reducing  the        ...  1594 
Navigation,  a  bill  concerning,  twice  read  -        -  1330 
a  bill  from  the  Senate,  supplementary  to  the 

act  concerning,  read  twice,  and  referred  -  1822 

reported  without  amendment     ...  1836 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2240 

Navy,  appointment  of  a  select  committee  on  the    707 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the,  for  the  year  1819,  read 

twice 741 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    829 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    830 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Quarles,   the  committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  reducing  the  expenses  of  the    -    860 
the  committee  report  that  it  is  inexpedient  2156 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  with  a  statement 

of  the  contingent  expenses  of         -        -  1064 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the,  for  the  year  1820,  read  twice,  and 

referred -  1136 

reported  with  sundry  amendments  -  -  1595 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1597 
Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  submitted 

a  resolution  respecting  the     ...  2143 
a  bill  respecting  the  enlistment  of  seamen 
for  the,  read  twice         ....  2239 


Ixxxvii 


INDEX. 


luxviii 


fiouse  Proceedings  and  Debates, 


Navy  Commissioners,  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  inquiry  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  modifying  the  act  creating  the 
Board  of,  reported  its  inexpediency 

Navy  Hospital  Fund,  two  resoluiioos  presented 
by  Mr.  Silsbee,  in  relation  to  the,  were 
adopted  ...... 

annual  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 

Navy  Pension  Fund,  a  letter  from  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the,  read         -        .        .        . 

Neale,  Raphael,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified       - 
Nelson,  Jeremiah,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied        

Nelson,  Hugh,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified  - 
remarks  o^  on  Mr.  Foot's  resolutions 
Neppea,  Abraham.    (See  GoeiZt  Frederick.) 
New  Orleans  custom-house,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate to  provide  for  building  an  addition  to 

the 

read  a  first  time         .        -        .        .        . 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     .        .        • 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        . 
New  York,  the  Speaker  presented  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  of,  encloaing  a  cer- 
tificate of  election,  &c,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections         ... 
Newsom,  Joshua,  Peter  Cook  and  James  Robb, 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Newspapers,  the  usual  order  given  for  the  sup- 

ply  of 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall,  the  Secretary  of 
State  was  directed  to  report  a  list  of,  in 
which  the  laws  are  ordered!  to  be  published 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  in  reply  . 
(See  Laws  of  ike  United  Staiee,) 
Newton,  Thomas,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  dec 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  separate 
the  subjects  of  Commerce  and  Manufac 
tures,  by  appointing  a  committee  for  each 
on  the  military  appropriations  ... 
in  explanation  of  the  bill  to  impose  a  new 
tonnage  duty  on  French  ships,  dec. 
Niagara  frontier,  Mr.  Rich  submitted  a  reaolution 
instructing  the  Committee  of  Claims  to 
prepare  and  report  a  bill  providing  for  the 
distribution  of  a  sum  of  money  among 
the  sufiferers  by  the  general  conflagration 
committed  by  the  enemy  on  the 
Nicholls,  John.    (See  Harding,  John,  4^e») 
North  Carolina,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Slocumb,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  was  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  the  House  the 
progress  made  in  the  survey  of  certain 
parts  of  the  coast  of        -        -        -        - 
a  message  from  the  President,  with  the  in- 
formation asked  for        •        .        .        . 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  ex- 
pense of  surveying  part  of  the  coast  of, 
read  twice     --.... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        . 
another  bill  from  the  Senate  declaring  the 
assent  of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the 
State  of,  twice  read  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 

Norton,  Daniel  D.,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  in  the  case  of        -        -        - 
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Notes  under  Ave  dollars,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mw- 
oer  the  Committee  on  the  Diitrict  of  Co- 
lumbia were  instructed  to  inquire  iDtotbe 
expediency  of  prohibiting  the  drcoiition 
of,  within  the  said  District     - 
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O'Bannon,  Jennings,  a  bill  from  the  Senite  for 

relief  of 111? 

read  twice 

read  the  third  time  and  passed  - 

O'Brien,  Richard,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  forr^ 

lief  of,  read  twice  and  referred  - 1889 

reported  without  amendment    -      -     •  S13 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  £43 

Ocean  Steamship  Company,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate granting  certain  privileges  to  tlie    '1^ 

read  twice IJSI 

ordered  to  a  third  resuling  -  -     •  SW 

read  a  third  time  and  recommitted    -     •  21<$ 
the  committee  discharged  -       •      -     •  Sti 

O'Connor,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Sentte  for  the 

relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of-  •  Itil 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  ..-14^ 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  H% 
recommitted  -  -  .  .  .  -  15tf 
reported,  read  the  third  time,  and  ptneil  •  l^'> 

Ocracock  Inlet,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Slotn,  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  were  iostnictcd 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  erectiog 
a  lighthouse  at 

Office  under  authority  of  the  United  Statei,  Mi. 
Cobb  submitted  a  resolution  to  ameDd 
the  Constitution  so  as  to  prohibit  idj 
Senator  or  Repreaentative  from  holding, 
during  the  term  for  which  he  wai  elected, 
read  -  -  .  .  -  -  • 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  committed    - 

Ogden,  Thomas  L.,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the 

Senate  for  relief  of  .  -  -  •  W^ 
read  twice,  &c  -        -        .      -     •  IM? 

Ohio,  a  bill  to  alter  the  place  of  holding  the  Uni- 
ted States  Courto  from  Chillicothe  to  Co- 
lumbus in,  read  three  times  and  ptiwd  - 14^ 
a  Measage  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Statea,  with  documents,  showing  thtt  the 
act  respecting  the  northern  and  western 
boundaries  o^  has  been  executed,  rctd  • 

the  Speaker  communicated  a  letter  fron 
the  Governor  of,  enclosing  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  and  a  resolution  asking  t  de- 
nation  of  land  to  enable  said  State  to  fom 
a  navigable  canal  between  Lake  Erie  eod 
the  river        -        -        -        .       -     • 
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a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authoriie  the  ip> 
pointment  of  commissioners  to  laj  oot  i 
canal  therein  mentioned         •       *  .! 

twice  read,  and  referred     -  "      '  ?* 

reported  without  amendment    -       .     •  ^^- 

Ohio  Company's  Purchaae,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Campbell  the  Committee  on  Public  UBd« 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  exj^ 
diency  of  providing  by  law  for  obtaifliof 
a  copy  of  the  plans  and  field-notes  indod- 
ed  in  the  -  -  -  .  -  •  IJJ^ 
an  unfavorable  report  from  said  committee  -  ^^- 
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Page. 
Old  Congrese,  a  reflation  by  Mr.  8tom  to 
priat  the  secret  journal  of  the,  was  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee    .        •        -  1064 
reported  with  an  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  lie  on  the  table 1064 

(See  Jowmal  of  Old  Congress  and  Secret 
Journal,) 
Ontario,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  was  directed  to  give  cer- 
tain information  concerning  the  comman- 
der of  the  frigate,  d^c.  .  -  •  - 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
with  documents  in  reply 

Orphans'    Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
Mr.  Kent  presented  the  petition  of  the 
judges  of  the,  praying  increase  of  com 
*        pensation,  referred         ... 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  increase  the  al- 
lowance to  the  judges  of  the  - 
read  twico         -..--. 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -    •    - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Ouachita,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  the  Com- 
mittee  of  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  con- 
firming to  the  inhabitants  of,  their  claim 
to  a  certain  piece  of  land 


-  1460 


1833 
1837 
1912 
1948 


Page. 
Pellett,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  1696 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  1597 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement     - 1674 

Penrose,  Clement  B.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read ^        -    792 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -881 
third  reading  negatived     ....    882 

Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  appoint- 
ment of  the  standing  Committee  of        -    705 
the  committee  discharged  -        -        -        -  2234 
Pensions,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  re- 
lation to,  improperly  granted  -        -    929 
Pennsylvania,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  alter  the 
times    for   holding    the    United    States 
Court  for  the  Western  district  of   -        -  1170 
twice  read,  and  referred    -        -        -        -  1218 


-  1218 


P. 


Pancoast,  William,  a  bill  for  relief  o^  read 
twice    ------- 

re^d  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        - 
Paper,   Mr.  Fuller  presented  a   petition   from 
Massachusetts,  praying  that  a  specific 
duty  may  be  laid  on  foreign,  referred 
Parker,  James,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  sest      >        .        -        .        . 
Parker,  Severn  £^  of  Virginia,  was  qualified    - 
Pascagoula,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kankin,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish 
ing  a  port  of  entry  at  the  mouth  of 

Pasquier,  Charles  Henry,  and  others,  (Swiss 
emigre nts,)  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  concurred  in    - 

Patents,  report  of,  issued  in  1819,  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War 

Patridge,  Alden,  Mr.  Rich  presented  the  memo- 
rial off  referred      -        •        -        - 

Patterson,  William,  and  others.  (See  Si,  Do* 
fningo,) 

Patterson,  Thomas,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qual- 
ified, dfcc       --...- 

Payment  for  property  destroyed  by  the  British, 
papers  communicated  by  the  Secretary 
of  War  in  relation  to  the  execution  of 
the  act  to  authorise       .... 

Payne,  John,  a  report  recommending  rejection 
of  the  petition  of  - 

Pearl  Sliver,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish 
ing  a  port  of  entry  at  the  mouth  of 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  the  dis- 
trict of 

twice  read,  and  referred    .        .        -        - 
reported  without  amendment    .        -        - 

Peck,  Harmanus,  of  New  York,  was  qualified 


1711 
1810 


-    739 

701 
702 


-  1639 


1690 

881 

1674 


701 


2482 

882 


-  1594 

1833 

1837 

1887 

701 


Peoria,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  the 

inhabitants  of,  read  twice  ...  2214 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2234 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        .  2242 
Perkins,  Samuel  O.    (See  St,  Domingo.) 
Perry,  Hardy.    (See  MeGrew,  John,) 
Perry,  Oliver  H.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ijowndcs 
the  Naval  Committee  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
to  the  widow  of,  the  provisions  of  the 
law  for  widows  of  naval  ofificers,  d^c.      -  1452 
Mr.  Randolph  proposed  a  substitute,  that 
provision  be  made  by  law  for  the  support 
of  the  widow  and  education  of  the  chil- 
dren of  the  late,  which  was  adopted,  and 
a  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  1453 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  family  of  the 
late,  read  twice,  dec      -        -        -        -  1541 

Perry,  Margaret,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  1819 
Petitions  of  Right,  dec.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pin- 
dall,  the  Judiciary  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  by  law  for  the  prosecution 
of  suits  in  the  nature  of        -        -        -    713 

Pettibone,  Daniel,  Mr.  Folger  presented  sundry 
depositions  going  to  show  that,  is  not  the 
inventor  of  the  art  of  welding  cast  steel 
to  iron  -------    849 

Pettit,  Peter.    (See  Cavalier^  Anthony,) 

Phelps,  Elisha,  of  Connecticut,  was  qualified  -  701 
Philson,  Robert,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified  767 
Piatt,  John  H.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of,  twice  read,  and  referred  -  -  -  1822 
Imported  without  amendment  .  -  .  2009 
ordered  to  a  third  reading-  -  -  -  2172 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2180 

Pinckney,  Charles,  of  South  Carolina,  was  qual- 
ified, dec       702 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  print  the 
secret  journal,  dec         ....  I063 

in  explanation  - 1067 

on  the  Missouri  bill 1310 

on  printing  the  journal  of  the  Old  Congress  1628 

Pindall,  James,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  d^c.  702 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  accommodate  the 

circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  786 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill  -  -  -  1265 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

Savannah  sufierera  ...  -  1805 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson  1885 
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Page. 
Piracy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
what  further  provision  is  necessary  to  de- 
fine and  punish  the  crime  of  -  -  •  1 877 
a  blU  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  protect 
commerce  and  punish  the  crime  of,  read 

twice 1588 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  same  effect, 

read  twice  and  re£srred         ...  2053 

reported  with  amendments        -        -        -  2210 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2231 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  2236 

Pitcher,  Nathaniel,  of  New  York,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat    -        -        -        .        .    701 
Pleasants,  James,   of  Virginia,   was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  .....    702 
the  Speaker  presented  the  resignation  of  -     727 
Plumer,  William,  jr.,  of  New  Hampshire,  was 

qualified,  &c. 701 

speech  of,  on  the  Miisouri  bill   ...  1412 
Point  Coupee,  Mr.  Butler  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana,  pray- 
ing  the  grant  of  a  lot  for  a  seminary  at, 
referred         ..-.-.  1666 
adverse  report  thereon       ....  2206 

Postage,  Mr.  Phelps  submitted  a  resolution  on 

the  subject  of 939 

Post  Office  Department,  Mr.  P.  also  submitted  a 
resolution  concerning  the  accounts  of  the, 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury    991 
Post  Office  Establishment,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
in  addition  to  the  act  regulating  the,  read 
twice  and  referred  .  .    -        -        -        -  1574 
reported  without  amendment     ...  1688 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1695 
Post   Offices   and  Post  Roads,  appointment  of 

the  standing  committee  on    -        -        -    706 
a  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain,  read 

twice 2205 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  2207 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  2231 
read  and  concurred  in       -        -        -        -  2236 

Post  Roads,  a  bill  to  alter  and  establbh  certain, 

twice  read      ......  1774 

Potter,  Polly,  report  of  the  Paymaster  General 

on  the  petition  of,  referred      ...    933 
Preemption,  a   bill   from  the  Senate  granting 
rights  of,  to  certain  settlers  in  Ohio,  twice 

read 1900 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2234 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •  2242 

President  of  the  United  States,  appointment  of 

the  usual  committee  to  wait  on  the         -    703 

report  of  the  same 704 

resolutions  to  refer  the  annual  message  of    706 
Presque  Isle,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy  in  relation  to  the  harbor  o^  referred    924 
Prevost,  Solomon,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of         -        -        -        •        -        -  1833 
twice  read,  and  referred     ....  1837 

Printers  of  Books,  the  petition  of  the,  of  Phila- 
delphia, praying  that  an  additional  duty 
may  be  laid  on  books  imported      -        -  2333 

Private  Land  Claims,  appointment  of  the  stand* 

ing  committee  on  -        -        -        -        -    706 
the  committee  discharged  ....  2241 

Privateer  Pension  Fund,  report  of  the  Secretary 

of  the  Navy  on  the        •        -        •        -  1692 
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Private  Claims,  on  molioo  of  Mr.  Fuller,  the  Jo* 
diciary  Committee  were  iaftnided  to  ii- 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  proridiog  by 
law  for  the  settlement  of       -      •     .i;«| 

Privateering,  Mr.  Ross  presented  a  meoohil 
from  Ohio  praying  that  metmni  mj  be 
adopted  to  abolish  the  pnctice  of,  nfer* 

red 737,»(i| 

report  of  the  committee  thereoo 
committee  discharged       .... 

Privilege,  Mr.  Randolph  having  mond  t  ^n* 
tion  of,  which  the  Honse  refiiMd  to  con- 
sider, submitted  a  resolution  to  expufigt 
so  much  of  the  87th  rule  ss  rettted  to  the 
reconsideration  of  a  vote      -      -     * 

Prizes,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw,  the  Secretair  of 
the  Navy  was  directed  to  report  tk 
amount  received  from  the  two  per  enL 
deduction  from  the  sale  of,  for  the  bcKJit 
of  distressed  seamen 

Property  lost  in  the  Seminole  war,  on  ntotioa  of 
Mr.  Cannon,  a  committee  wu  eppointd 
to  inquire  into  the  expedient  ofpiovidio; 
payment  for  

a  bill  to  that  efiect  twice  resd   -      •     * 

the  third  reading  negatived 

Mr.  Gross  submitted  a  simikr  molatioo 
embracing  Pittsburg      ...     * 

considered  and  negatived  -       •      -     * 

Mr.  Foot  sttboaitted  a  reeolotiMi  dvecbos 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  report  the  ma- 
ner  of  execution  of  the  former  ect  to  piy 
for        -        -        -        -      .      .      • 

the  Secretary's  report  in  reply  - 
Protection  to  Manufactures,  memoriilof  the  Coo- 
vention  at  New  York  praying  idm""** 

for  -  -  '  "  '  '  41? 
memorial  of  the  American  Society  for  2?53,  im- 
memorial  of  the  citixens  of  Middletosa. 

Connecticut,  for    -       •       *      "     *«p 

memorial  of  the   Pennsylvania  Sodetj  fiir  *<^' 

Public  Buildings,  appointment  of  a  lelect  con- 
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mittee  on  the 
a  Message  from  the  President  tnmDidiBf 
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the  report  of  the  Commiesioner  of  thi 
report  of  the  select  committee  on  the 
the  committee  discharged 
Public  Debt,  statement  of  the  -       -      *     ' 
detailed  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tm- 

sury  showing  the  state  of  the  -  ' 
Public  Expenditures,  appointment  of  the  itu^ 

ing  committee  on  •  -  *  '  * 
Public  Lands,  appointment  of  the  itandiDgooB- 

mittee  on       -        -        -       -      *     * 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  change  the  node 

of  disposing  of  the,  twice  reed,  tod  I^ 

ferred '     '  \& 

reported  with  amendments       -      '11 
amendments  disagreed  to,  and  the  biu  «*  ^^ 

dered  to  a  third  reading        •  ]  ,^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed       '     " 
Purkill,  Jacob,  Mr.  McLean  preeenteJ  the  peu*  ^ 

tion  of,  referred  -  -  *  '  .*  ci 
an  adverse  report  thereon  *  '  s: 
read,  and  agreed  to    •        •       -      '     '  ' 

Queries,  Tunstall,  of  Kentucky,  wasqaaliM4«-  * 
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Qaarles,  TunAaJl,  remarks  of,  on  his  resolution 

relating  to  the  Army  and  Navy      -        -     869 
announcing  the  death  of  David  Walker    -  1568 
Quartermaster  General,  report  of  the,   stating 
the  terms  of  contract  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  troops  op  the  Missouri  -        •        -    934 

R. 

Rabb,  James.    (See  Newsom  Joshua,^ 
Ragland,  Thomas.     (8ee  Cadets,) 
Randolph,  John  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  &c.     704 
remarks  of,  on  indefinite  postponement  of 

the  Property  bill 760 

on  the  Navy  deficiency  ...  787,  789 
on  the  bill  for  support  of  the  Navy  -  -  817 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Trimble  -  -  •  -  819 
on  the  bill  for  benefit  of  deaf  and  dumb  884,  885 
on  Mr.  Cuthberi's  resolution  respecting  the 

slave  trade 926 

on  printing  the  Journal  of  the  Old  Congress  1063 
speech  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  ac^ 
countability  ------  1065 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Lowndes   -        -        -        -  1066 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Trimble    -        -        -        -  1068 

on  his  motion  respecting  Uie  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  House      «...  1464 
on  the  death  of  David  Walker  -        -        -  1669 
remarks  of,  on  taking  up  the  Appropriation 

bill 1676 

lankin,  Christopher,  of  Mississippi,  was  qualified    702 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    -        -        -  1333 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson  -  1834 

latio  of  Representation,  Mr.  Brush  submitted 

a  motion  that  a  committee  be  appointed 

to  consider  the  expediency  of  fixing  the  •     903 

not  agreed  to    -----        -    904 

tations,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  the  Secre- 
tary  of  War  was  directed   to  report  a 
statement  of  the   expense  of  furnishing 
the  Army  with,  for  the  year  ending  14th 
April,  1818,  with  average  cost,  dec.  -        -     739 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply        -        -  1463 
Receipts  and  Expenditures,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Randolph,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  directed   to  report  a  statement  of, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  Government, 
classing  the  expenditures,  dec.       -        -    877 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  in  reply    -        -  1366 
the  report  of  that  officer  in  detail      •        -  2363 
ecords  and  judicial  proceedings,  Mr.  Sirokins 
submitted  a  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
faith  and  credit  to  be  given  to  the,  of  the 
courts  of  any  States,  authenticated  and 
produced  in  evidence    -        -        -        .    897 
considered   and   referred   to  the  Judiciary 
Committee    --...'-    897 
edemption  of  Lauds,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morton, 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  in  any  case 
further  time  ought  to  be  allowed  for  the — 
sold  for  taxes       .        -        .        .        .     733 
bill  ex  tending  the  time  allowed  for,  read  twice    898 
read  the  third  time,   and  passed      -        -  1863 
egistered  Seamen,  report  o^  in  difierent  ports  of 

the  United  States 891 

egnier,  John  B.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice 

read      .....        .        .  1022 

ordered  to  a  third  reading      ...  1807 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  1809 

iOth  Con.  1st  S£S8« — S6 
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Reid,  Robert  W.,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified,  dec  <    702 

remarks  of,  on  the  Property  bill      -        -    766 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Taylor's  amendment  to 
the  Missouri  bill    -        -        -        -      .  -  1028 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Storrs's  report  concern- 
ing Seminole  war 1662 

Reid,   Samuel  C.      (See   General  Armstrongs' 

Privateer,) 
Reports  of  decisions,  in  the  Supreme  Court,  a 
bill  from  the  Senate  to  continue  in  force 
the  act  to   provide  for,  read  twice,  and 
referred -    036 

reported  with  amendments        -        -        -    991 
^/read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2242 
jReservations  of  land  for  naval  purposes,  a  bill  to 

amend  the  act  making,  read  twice  -        -  1366 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  2240 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .  -  -  2242 
Retrocession  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  Mr.  Darl- 
ington submitted  a  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion instructing  the  Committee  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  to  inquire  into  the 
propriety  of  making  a,  to  the  States  re- 
spectively of  Maryland  and  Virginia — 
which  the  House  refused  to  consider  -  878 
Revenue,  a  statement  of  the     -        -        -        -    719 

remonstrance  of  merchants  of  Baltimon 
against  any  change  in  the  system  of     -  2369 

the  same  from  the  Philadelphia  Chamber 
of  Commerc)        ....        -  2407 
Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business,  appointment  0^' 

the  standing  committee  of      -        -        -    706 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  ^gpointment  of  a  select 

committee  on       -        -        -        -        -    708 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Rich,  the  above  committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  man- 
ner iu  which  the  act  of  1818  has  been 
executed,  Ac 784 

report  of  the  manner,  &c.  ...     800 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  a  reso- 
lution on  the  subject  of  -        -        -        -     746 

amended  and  agreed  to     -         -         -         -     748 

on  moUon  of  Mr.  Whitman,  the  committee 
on,  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  the  act  of  1818, 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  persons  engaged  in 

•    the  land  and  naval  service,  dec      -        -     749 

report  of  said  committi  e,  that  it  was  not  ex- 
pedient to  repeal,  the  act        -        -        -    861 

correspondence  of  the  committee  on,  with 
the  Secretary  of  War    -        -        -        -    862 

Mr.  Cannon  offered  a  resolution  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  law, 
so  as  to  place  officers  and  soldiers  on  an 
equality,  which  was  rejected  ...     892 

Mr.  Pindall  submitted  a  joint  resolution 
concerning    -        -        -        -        -        -  3218 

read  twice,  aqd  ordered  to  a  third  reading  2219 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2223 

Revolutionary  War,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to 
provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  iu^e 
land  and  naval  service  during  the,  read 
twice,  &c.     -•-.-.  1366 

a  bill  to  continue  in  force,  without  limit,  the 
act  to  provide  for  persons  disabled  by 
known  wounds  received  in  the,  road  twice  1698 

referred  to  a  select  committee    ...  1678 

reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed    -        -        -        -        •  2242 
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bill  returaed  from  the  Senate  with  amend- 

roenta,  and  eoncarred  in         -        -        -  2248 
a  Mill  (reported  by  the  committee  aa  a  aob- 
stitute  for  the  bill  firat  mentioned  above,) 
in  addition  to  the  act  to  provide  for  cer- 
tain peraona  in  the  land  and  naval  aervice, 

dtc,  read  twice 1692 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -  1711 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  ...  1716 
Rhea,  John,  of  Tcnneasee,  waa  qualified,  dec.   -    702 
speech  of,  on  indefinite  postponement  of  the 

property  bill  -----.    767 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Taylor's  restrictive  reso- 
lution     802 

on  printing  the  Journal  of  the  Old  Congress  1059 
on  Mr.  Foot's  resolution  ....  1172 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  respect- 
ting  alienation  of  territory  ...  1776 
on  the  District  Banks  bill  ....  1831 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  2170 
remarka  off  on  the  bill  concerning  sales .  at 

auction 2197 

Rice,  Henry,  report  of  the  Secretery  of  Stete  on 
the  petition  of,  as  attorney  for  sundry  mer- 
chants, read 1677 

(Bee  St,  Domingo,) 
Rich,  Charlea,  of  Vermont,  was  qualified,  dec.  -    701 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill   ...  1394 
Richards,  Mark,  of  Vermont,  was  qualified,  dec.     701 
Richmond,  Jonathan,  of  New  York,  waa  quali- 
fied, dfcc 701 

Ringgold,  Samuel  of  Maryland,  was  qualified, 

and  took  bis  seat   -•>.-.    701 
Road,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners  to  lay  out 
a  certain,  therein  mentioned  ...  2202 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  2205 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -2213 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2244 
Roads  and  Canals,  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee on 708 

discharge  of  aaid  committee       .        -        .  2241 
Robertaon,  George,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 702 

remarks  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill        -  1825 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson  1834 
speech  of,  on  the  Land  bill        ...  1866 
Robertaon,  Thomas  C,  and  Thomas  Shields,  ad- 
verse report  on  the  petition  of        -        -  2206 
Rock  Creek  Church,  a  bill  authoriiing  the  sale 

of  a  part  of  the  glebe  of,  twice  read        -  1023 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1821 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  1822 
Rodrigues,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of,  twice  read 1848 

Rogera,  Thomaa  J.,  of  Pennaylvania  was  quali- 
fied, dfcc        -        -        -        -        -        -    701 

Ronde,  Pierre  Denis  do  'la,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate lor  relief  of,  twice  read     .        .        -  1848 
Rosa,  Thomaa  K.,  of  Ohio,  waa  qualified  •        -    702 
Ralea  and  Orders,  the  adoption  of     -        •        -    703 
Mr.  Little  submitted  an  amendment  to  the    704 
Mr.  Pindall  did  the  same  ....  1023 

considered  and  negatived  ....  1634 

Mr.  Lowndea  anbmitted  an  amendment  to 

the IM7 

Rnaa,  John  of  Connecticut,  was  qualified,  dice.  -    701 
Ruasell,  Jonathan,  correspondence  of,  with  the 

Swedish  Government    .        •        -        •  2264 
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Russia,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  is  rek- 
Uon  to  the  petition  of  Etiphslet  Load, 
aetting  forth  claims  against  -      -•!!$! 

8. 

Sale  or  Forfeiture  of  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Hendricks,  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  exp^ 
diency  of  suspending  the  act  contimiog 

the,  ic 

(See  Forfaiure,) 
Sales  of  Public  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robot- 
son,  the  Committee  of  Public  Landiwac 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedieDCT 
of  allowing  a  credit  on  -       .      •     • 

Mr.  Campbell  preaented  the  petitjonofsoB- 
dry  inhabitente  of  Ohio,  in  relatioD  to. 
referred  - 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  making  further  pro- 
vision for,  read  twice,  and  referred  -     ■ 

reported  with  amendments       •      •     * 

amendmente  not  agreed  to,  and  bill  cdend 
to  a  third  reading ^^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •      •     •  1^^ 

Sampaon,  Gabriel,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quli* 
fied,  dkc.        -        -       -       .      .     • 
Sands,  Austin  L.    (See  Sleve/u,  Ebeneur.) 
Sawyer,  Lemuel,  of  North  CaroUnt,  wis  quab- 

fied,  dice. 

remarka  of,  on  hia  reaolution  coDceroing  o^ 
ficers  of  customs    -        .      .      •     •  i^ 
Schiefilin,  Jacob,  and  Henry  H.,  Mr.  Meigs  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  which  wtfiefened  ^ 
to  the  Secretery  of  State      -      *     *  ''^ 
report  of  said  oflicer  thereon,  refierred 
Scott,  John,  delegate  from  Missouri,  was  qoali- 
fied,  dec.        -         -        -       -      •     •  ' 
remarks  of,  on  postponing  Mr.  Taylor's r»  ^ 

olution  -        - [^, 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill  -      *     '  -^' 
Secret  Journal  of  the  Old  Congress,  Mr.  Strotkr 
submitted  a  reaolution  to  print  the,  lo^ 

twice -    -j^ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         -      •    -  '^  * 
(See  Old  Congrese.) 
Seminole  War,  report  of  Mr.  Storrs  on  the  p^ 
titions  for  payment  for  lossei  iBStaiBW 
in  the  -        -        -        -       •      •     "   " 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  tbe  oS-    , 

cera  dec  who  served  in  the    - 
read  twice        -         -        -       *      '       |« 
laid  on  the  table        -        -       *    . '  j^  -j^ 
report  on  the  subject  of  horses  loet  in  oi  •  - 
Sergeant,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qatlifitd 

and  took  hia  seat  -        -       -      '     '  ,',1 
speech  of,  on  the  MisM>aTi  bill  - 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate'a  amendoeatstc  ^ 

the  Maine  bill       -        -  i 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concemisg  eslff  ti  ^ 
auction         -        -        -       -      -     ■  • 
Settle,  Thomas,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qBil»-  . 

fied,  dfcc.       -        -        -       -      "  n-.^ 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  cofle^  .^^ 

tion  of  duties,  dec         -       -      *     ,' "' 
Shaw,  Henry,  of  Massachusetts,  was  (pmtiL  , 

and  took  hia  aeat  -        -       '     .'   J 
Shaw,  Baail,  adverse  report  on  the  pctitioa  «.  ^ 

agreed  to      - 
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ShawDeetowD,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Commia- 
aionera  of  the  Land  Office  to  remit  pay- 
ment of  certain  inatalmenta  on  loCi  in, 

read  twice 719 

a  third  reading  negatived  .        .        -        -    849 

Shields*  Jamea,  a  bill  lor  relief  of,  twice  read    •  1688 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        -        •  18S1 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  -        -  1822 

Shielda,  Thomaii.    (See  RoberiMon,  •Thomas  C) 

Shipley,  Ether,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice    -    800 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    822 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        -    892 

retnmed  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1356 

read  and  concurred  in       -        *        -        -  1382 

Sholes,  Captain  Stanton,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read 

twice 848 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        >        -  1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1808 
Shnte,  John.    (See  Harding,  John.) 
Sick  and  Disabled  Seamen,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate to  provide  for,  read  twice,  and  referred  1900 
reported  with  amendments        ...  1948 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  ^239 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended  2242 
the  Senate  agreed  and  disagreed  -  -  2246 
the  House  insisted  on  one  amendment  and 

receded  from  the  rest    ....  2247 
memorial  of  the  Governors  of  the  New  York 
Hospital  in  relation  to  the  case  of  -        -  2543 

Silsbee,  Nathaniel,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qual- 
ified, &c.      701 

speech  of,  on  the  revision  of  the  tariff         -  1987 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  conceroiog  sales  at 
auction 2176 

Simkins,  Eldred,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac. 702 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  amendments  to 

the  Maine  bill 1407 

speech  oU  on  the  military  appropriations  -  1607 
remarks  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill  -  1829 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Cobb's  amendment  to  the 

Constitution  .....  1866 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  land  titles  2211 

Simpson,  James,  Mr.  Mcseley  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -        .        -        .        -    933 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  thereon      -  1460 
Sinking  Fund,  annual  report  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the,  transmitted      -        -        -  1114 
copy  of  said  report    -        -        -        •     ^  2363 
Skinneri  Joseph  M.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read 991 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1809 

Slavery,  Mr.  Meigs  submitted  a  preamble  and 

resolutions  concerning  -        -        -        -  1113 

Mr.  Foot  offered  resolutions  on  the  subject 
of,  in  the  Territories      -        -        -        -  1171 

proceedings  and  memorial  of  the  people  of 
Newport 2462 

proceedings  and  memorial  of  the  people  of 

Hartford 2467 

Slave  Trade,  a  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  in  relation  to  the,  re- 
ferred     741 

Mr.  Cuthbert  submitted  a  resolution  con- 
cerning the   -----        -    926 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  a  committee        -    926 


Slave  Trade — continued.  Page. 

a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  President 
to  negotiate  with  foreign  Powers  on  the 
means  of  abolishing  the  African,  read 
twice 2216 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2296 

Sloan,  John,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified,  &c.  -  -  702 
speech  of,  'on  the  Land  bill        ...  1889 

Slocumb,  John  of  North  Carolina,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 704 

remarks  of,  on  the  military  appropriations  -  1607 

Smart,  Robert,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbridge, 

the  claim  of,  was  referred       ...  1696 
Smith,  James  S.,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, &c.        702 

remarks  of,  on  the  Census  bill  ...    928 
on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  Maine  bill  1408 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  Savannah  suf- 
ferers     1803 

speech  of,  on  the  proposed  amendment  of 
the  Constitution  as  it  regards  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President         •        -  1903 

Smith,  Bernard,  of  New  Jersey,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  .        .        -        .        -    701 

Smith,  Samuel  of  Maryland,  was  qualified,  dbc.  701 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  touching  Army 

executions    - 727 

on  Mr.  Trimble's  resolutions  ...  746 
on  the  Property  bill  -        -        -        -     761,  776 

on  the  Navy  deficiency  bill        ...  788 

on  Mr.  Taylor's  restrictive  resolution  -  803 
speech  of,  on  the  appropriations  for  the 

Navy 804 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Strother's  resolutions 

respecting  the  finances  -  •  -  -  '  917 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Storr's  amendment  to  the 

Missouri  bill 940 

remarks  of,  on  taking  up  the  appropriation 

bills 1676 

on  the  military  appropriations    -        •        -  1616 

on  the  fortifications 1620 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson  -  188'4 

on  sales  at  auction 2174 

on  the  Loan  bill        -        2185,  2193,  2198,  2238 

Smith,  Ballard  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  dec.   -  703 
Smyth,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  .....  702 

remarks  of,  on  Army  executions        -        -  728 

speech  of,  on  the  Property  bill  -  -  •  776 
on  Mr.  Taylor's  amendment  to  the  Missouri 

bill 992 

on  the  military  appropriations    ...  1626 

Smyth,  Richard,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of    1962 

twice  read,  and  referred  -  -  -  -  1997 
reported  without  amendment  ...  2009 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        •  2248 

Southard,  Henry  of  New  Jersey,  was  qualified, 

and  took  bis  seat 701 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  Indian 
trading-houses       .....  1290 

South  America,  Mr.  Clay  submitted  resolutions 

respecting  Ministers  to  -  -  -  -  1781 
debate  on  the  resolutions  ....  2228 
the  first  resolution  providing  for  Ministers 

to,  carried 2239 

the  remaining  resolutions  withdrawn         -  2230 
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8pain»  Mr.  Floyd  sabmitted  a  resolation  asking 
information  concerning  the  extent  of  ter- 
ritory ceded  by  the  treaty  with        -        •     948 
the  resolution  negatived    -         -        -        .     949 
Mr.  Reid  submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry 
concerning  the  state  of  our  relations  with, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Conynittee  of 
Foreign  Relations  ....  1411 

report  of  said  committee  thereon        -        -  1618 
a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 

States  on  the  same  subject     ...  'I688 
another  Message,  with  sundry  documents 

in  relation  to  the  treaty  with  -        -  2216 

another  Message,  transmitting  letters  from 
the  Minister  at  Madrid  ....  2235 
Bpanish  Spoliations,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the 
President  was  requested  to  furnish  any 
information  be  may  possess  in  relation  to 
claims  for       -        -        -        -        •        •  1635 
a  Message  from  the  President  in  reply        -  2235 
Bpence,  Grosme  Keith,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read -  2052 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2098 
fiprigg,  Jenifer  T.    (See  Deputy  Surveyors^) 
Standing  Committees,  appointment  of  the         -     705 
State  Papers,  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  authorizing 
subscription  to  certain  volumes  of,  read 

twice 801 

considered,  and  amended  ...        -  1677 
and,  on  motion,  indefinitely  postponed        •  1677 
State  Universities,  Mr.  Butler,  of  New  York, 
submitted   a  resolution,   instructing  the 
Committee  of  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  granting  to  each  State 
a  tract  of  land  for  endowment  of    -        -    882 
agreed  to,  and  referred  accordingly    -        -    882 
report  that  it  is  inexpedient        ...    896 
Statistical  Accounts  of  Commerce  and  Naviga- 
tion, report  containing  ....  2494 
Statue  of  Washington,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
remit  the  duties  on  a,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred     1169 

reported  without  amendment  -  •  -  1218 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  .  1242 
Steele,  John,  a  bill«fur  relief  of,  twice  read  -  1790 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  -  1792 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1807 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment     1952 

read,  and  concurred  in      -        -        -        -  1997 
Stenographers,  Mr.  Pindall's  motion  concerning, 

negatived      .-.---  1634 
Stereos,  James,  of  Connecticut,  was  qualified    -    701 
speech  of,  on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the 

Missouri  bill 1583 

Stevens,  Ebenezer,  and  Austin  L.  Sands,  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  for  relief  of,  twice  read, 
and  referred  -----  1888 

reported  without  amendment     ...  2156 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ....  2242 
Stewart,  Susannah,  a  bill  for  relief  of^  twice  read  1808 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  2173 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  2180 
Stockbridge  Indians.  (See  Kankopotj  Jacobs  4'C«} 
Storrs,  Henry  R.,  of  New  York  was  qualified    -    701 
remarks  of,  on  executions  in  the  Army      -    729 

on  the  Property  bill 762 

on  his  motion  for  Indefinite  postponement  of 
the  same        -  ' 767 


Storrs,  Henry  R. — continued.  Pi|t 

remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Cannon  -  •  TN 
on  the  Navy  Deficiency  bill  -  •  •  7B6 
speech  of,  on  the  Appropriation  lull  -  •  ^ 
on  his  amendment  to  the  laae  -      -     •  Si 

on  the  Maine  bill 8(3 

on  his  resolution  to  print  the  secret  josnaJM 

m 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Pinckney  -  •  -  •  ltS7 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  amendmeota  to 

the  Maine  bill Iff! 

on  the  appropriation  for  fortificatioDi  •  liS 
on  printing  the  secret  journal  •  -  -I(Si 
on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  Militirj 

appropriations 1<^ 

on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at  anction  2174,81X 
on  the  Loan  bill        -       -      -      •S191,^ 
Street,  Randall  A.,  of  New  York,  wu  qulificd, 

and  took  his  seat '^\ 

Strong,  William,  of  Vermont,  wis  qQililied,&c  % 
Strong,  James,  of  New  York,  was  qoalified,  &c  ll 
Strother,  George  F.,  of  Virginia,  was  qoslified, 

and  took  his  seat ^ 

remarks  of,  on  executions  in  the  Annj  •  "^ 
on  the  Circuit  Court  bill  •  •  ■  '8S,ffij 
on  his  resolution  respecting  the  fioancn  •  9i| 
speech  of,  on  printing  the  secret  journal,  &&  \^ 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Storrs  -  -  '  ,'^^ 
on  the  Senate  amendments  U)  (he  Miine 

bill        -         -        -       .       .      -     •!« 
a  letter  from,  resigning  his  seat  -      .     •  1«m 
Stuli  and  Williams,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tncv,  the 
Secretary  of  War  was  diivded  10  wport 
copies  of  any  agreement  with,  reUtireto 
a  loan  of  powder,  dec.    • 
(See  Loans  of  Powder^  4^*) 
Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  appointment  of 
a  select  committee  on  the      -      *    . 
Supreme  Court    (See  lUporU  of  Dedam  i* 

the.) 
Surviving  Officers  of  the  Revolation,  t  biil  fiv 
relief  of,  read  twice       -       •      '     *  ,4 
first  section  struck  out       -      -      .     •  i!« 
Swartwout,  Robert,  a  bill  from  the  8eoiteftr 

relief  of 'g 

read  twice,  and  referred  •  ■  '  \^ 
reported  without  amendment  -  *  '  ,gt 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  '     'rt 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        *     '  ^ 


.!« 


Sweden,  documents  in  relation  to  iod«»>7 


against 


:si 


Swiss,  the  Speaker  presented  the  petinon  01  & 
company  of,  referred      -       "      '      jlh 
committee  discharg«d         -       -      '     ' 

St.  Charles,  Missouri,  the  Speaker  pRKBted  1 
letter  from  the  trustees  of  the  tovn  of,  R*  ,^, 
specting  the  commons,  referred 

St.  Domingo,  report  of  the  SccreUry  ofSt«te,on 
sundry  claims  for  indemnity  for  spoliaw*  ^^ 
committed  by  the  authorities  of    *     ' ' ' 
the  report  in  full,  on  the  petition  of  Sioiw  ^ 
G.  PerkinSy  and  others  -       -      '     ' 

T. 

Tariff,  the  Speaker  presented  a  petition/^ 
Pennsylvania,  praying  such  a  reTision « 
the,  as  to  encourage  manuiactttreii  i^  . 

ferred '     * 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connecticut,  preuntw »  ., 
similar  petition,  referred 
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Tariff— con  tin  aed.  P*ge. 

Mr.  Ed(]y  pretanted  a  petition  of  the  ladies 

of  Khode  Island,  referred        -        «        -    712 
Mr.   Sergeant  presented  a  petition  of  the 

Philadelphia  Chamber  of  Commerce        -  1389 
Mr.  Tyler,  of  Virginia,  presented  a  counter 

memorial 1403 

a  comparative  view  of  the  existing      -        -  1913 
Tarr,  Christian,  of  Pennsylvania  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat     -        -  '    -        -     701 

Taylor,  John  W.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

remarks  o^  on  the  resolution  concerning 

army  executions 730 

remarks  of,  introductory  of  his  restrictive  res- 

olntion 782 

on  the  resolution  allowing  bounty  land  to 

minors 769 

on  his  second  resolution  restricting  slavery  -    802 

803 
speech  of,  on  his  motion  to  amend  the  Mis- 
souri bill        ......    900 

Tennallytown,  Mr.  Warfield  presented  a  petition 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  ai  Co- 
lumbia, praying  a  repeal  of  the  act  author- 
izing a  turnpike  from  Georgetown  to  -  1626 
Term  of  Office,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  limit  the, 
in  certain  cases,  to  four  years,  read  twice* 

and  referred 2214 

reported  without  amendment     ...  2280 
Terrilly  George  W.,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  hie  seat 703 

Territorial  Government  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, Mr.  Whitman  submitted  a  resolution 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of    -        -    794 
resolution  negatived  -        -        -  .      -        -    800 
Thanks  to  the  Speaker,  on  motion  of  Mr.  War- 
field,  a  vote  of 2260 

Three  per  Centum,  a  bill  to  provide  for  paying 
to  Illinois,  on  the  proceeds  of  land  sales, 
Ac,  read  twice     ^-        -        -        -        -  1381 
Tomlinson,  Gideon,  of  Connecticut,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    -        -        -        -    701 
Tompkins,  Caleb,  of  New  York,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Topographical  Reports,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cook, 
tho  Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to 
report  the  several,  respecting  the  practi- 
cability of  connecting  the  waters  of  Illinois 
river  with  Lake  Michigan  ...  788 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  in  reply  •  -  801 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 

Canals 846 

Towneend,  Peter.     (See  Johnson ,  James,  dtc.) 
Tracy,  Albert  H.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified, 

and  took  hii  seat  -----    701 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 

auction 2176 

Trade  with  the  Indian  Tribes,  report  on  the  pe- 
tition from  St.  Louis  on  the  subject  of    -    891 
IVading-Houses,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  for  a 

further  time  the  act  estahUshing,  read  twice  1200 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        -  1330 
Trailed'  of  Appropriations,  the  Speaker  present- 
ed a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with 

a  statement  of  the 820 

Transportation  of  Baggage,  d&c,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Cocke,  the  Military  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  and  report  the 
aUowances  made  to  offioen  of  the  Amy    760 


Page. 
Treasury  Department,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

the  better  organization  of  the  •        -        -  1807 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  1808 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  1819 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2249 

Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,  a  bill 

in  addition  to  the  several  acts  establishing 

and  regulating  the,  read  twice        -        -     898 

bill  recommitted 934 

reported  with  amendments  ...  1693 
ordered  to  a  ttiird  reading  ...  1672 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1676 

Trimble,  David,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified,  &c.  702 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  touching  army 

executions 730 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  relating  to  draw< 

backs,  &c. 744 

on  the  Navy  appropriations  -  •  -  818 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  re 

specting  accountability  -        -        -  1067, 1069 
on  the  military  appropriations    ...  1624 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  respect- 
ing alienation,  dec.         ....  1766 
on  the  Loan  bill 2185 

702 
1625 

702 

1837 
2203 
2239 
2244 

702 

788 
1382 
1952 


Tucker,  George,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  d^c 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    - 
Tucker,  Sterling,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quali' 

fied,  d&c.        -        .        -        •        - 
Two  Millions,  a  bill  authorizing  the  President  to 
borrow,  read  twice         ... 
amended  by  increasing  tho  amount    - 
ordered  to  a  third  rei^ding  -        -        • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
(See  Loan.) 
Tyler,  John,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  Ac 
remarks  of,  on  the  claim  of  Samuel  G.  Ad 

ams  -  -  -  -  - 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bUl  - 
on  the  revision  of  the  tariff        -        • 

U. 

Uffington,  Thomas  S.,  Mr.  Wendover  presented 

the  petition  of        •        -        •        -        - 

Unauthorized  Levies,  report  of  Mr.  Storrs  on  the 

subject  of      -----        - 

three  thousand  copies  of  the  report  ordered 

to  be  printed 

Uneipended  Appropriations,  Mr.  Lowndes  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  on  the  subject  of 
considered,  and  agreed  to  - 
Uniform  Militia,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  estab- 
lish a,  read  twice    -        •        .        .        . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        - 

Uniform  System  of  Bankruptcy,  memorial  of  the 
merchants  of  Boston  on  a       - 
memorial  from  merchants  of  New  York 
United  Agricultural  Society  of  Virginia.    (See 

Imparts*) 
Unlocated  Claims  to  Land,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 

Jiersons  holding  confirmed,  read  twice    - 
ered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        • 
read  the  third  time,and  paaeed  -        -        - 
Unproductive  Post  Routes,  report  of  the  Poet- 
master  General  of  • 
Unsatisfied  Warrants,  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire 
eeneaming,  to  the  Viigtnia  line     - 
report  thereon  •.-••• 
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1652 
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1617 
1912 

2490 

2449 
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1837 
1848 
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1717 


cm 


INDEX. 


av 


House  Proceedmgn  onA  Debates. 


Page. 
Unsettled  Balancee,  a  letter  from  the  Comptrol- 
ler, with  a  lilt  of 1355 

Upfaam,  Nath'l,  of  N.  Hampshire,  was  qualified     701 

V. 
Vaccination,   Mr.  Kent  presented  the  petition 
of  an  association  friendly  to,  praying  an 
act  of  incorporation,  referred  -        -     868 

copy  of  the  memorial  on  the  subject  of       •  2445 
Van  Cleef,  John  M.    (See  DeiUie,  Anthony.) 
Van  Rensselaer,  Solomon,  of  New  York,  was 

qualified 701 

Van    Swearingen,  Thomas,  of  Virginia,  was 

qualified      ' 702 

Vasse,  Ambrose,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice  -  1912 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .  -  -  2243 
Vessels  of  War,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  author- 
ise the  bailding  of  a  ceriain  number  of  -  1912 
twice  read,  and  referred  -  -  -  -  1948 
reported  with  amendments  ...  2009 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •  2240 

Vincennes  District,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain 

settlers  in  the,  read  twice       -        -        -    906 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  i807 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  1809 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in-        -        -        -        -2213 
Vining,  Charles.    (See  Cadets.) 
Virginia,  Mr.  Floyd  submitted  a  resolution  con- 
cerning the  western  district  of        -        -    820 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were  instructed  to   inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  altering  the  time 
for  holding  the  circuit  court  in  the  west- 
ern district  of 897 

a  bill  to  that  effect,  twice  read  ...     912 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasted          >        -    914 
Vfeeland,  Nicholas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 
relief  of  the  heirs  of,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred    877 

reported  without  amendment    .        -        -    898 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1698 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1701 


W. 
Walker,  Felix,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qualified    702 
remarks  of,  on  limiting  the  quantity  of  land 

for  sale 1330 

Walker,  David,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified       -    702 
the  death  of,  announced  by  Mr.  Quarles      -  1568 
resolutions  consequent  thereon  -        •        •  1572 
Wallace,  James,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified    701 
War  Department,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of, 
asking  Ibar  additional  clerks  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the,  referred        ....    780 
(See  Clerks.) 
Ward,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred    •        -    779 
report  recommending  rejection  >        •        •    933 
Warfield,  Henry  R.,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified    701 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  accommodate  the 

circuit  court  -  .....  715 
on  the  bill  for  benefit  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  886 
speech  of,  on  printing  the  Secret  Journal  •  1062 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  military  appropriations    •        -        -  1789 

on  the  District  Banks  biU  -        -         1812,  1824 

on  sales  at  auction    •        -        -        •        -  2176 

introducing  his  motion  for  a  vote  of  thank* 

to  the  Speaker 2460 


711 


MS 


Washington,  Mr.  Kent  presented  the  petitionof 
the  Mayor,  dtc  of,  prajing  the  leoevalof 
acts  concerning,  which  expire  on  the  4th 
of  March,  referred  .... 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the  city  ol|  ind  to  re- 
peal all  former  acts  for  this  pupoie,  reid 

twice 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  further  to  amend  tiu 

charter  of,  read  twice    -      •  •  Itti 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  - 1451 
another  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorporate 

the  inhabitants  of,  &c  -  •  -  -  IM 
twice  read,  and  referred  -  -  •  -  18i 
reported  with  amendments  -     - 16(3 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  •  •  •  SlSO 
read  the  third  time,  and  psssed,  ai  amended  80! 
the  Senate  disagree  to  the  amendmenti,aB(] 

a  conference  is  agreed  opon  •  •  •  Sli 
report  of  the  managers,  concarred  in  •     •  SX 

Washington  Turnpike  Road  Company,  a  bill  to 
repeal  certain  parts  of  the  set  antboiiiiBg 
them  to  extend  their  road,  Ac,  md 
twice    -        -        -       ....  J* 

Ways  and  Means,  appointment  of  the  comnit- 

teeof-  -  -  •  ...?8 
report  of  said  committee  -       .      .     .  Iff 

Webster,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  •  191 

Weights  and  Measures,  Mr.  Alien,  of  MaaMcho- 
setts,  submitted  a  resolution  on  theiobjed 
of,  but  withdrew  it  at  the  soggeatioa  ti 
Mr.  Lowndes,  that  the  Secntaiy  of  Stati 
had  the  matter  under  conaidentioo      •  ^ 

Wells,  Mary,  Mr.  Kent  presented  the  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  AnnapoKa  onbebilf 
of,  referred    - 

Wells,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       -      •     - 
read  a  third  time,  and  reeommitted  • 
reported  and  laid  on  the  table    •> 

West  Quoddy  Head,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hill  tbe 
Committee  of  Commerce  were  iostnidai 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ytvf 
ding  a  bell  near  the  lighthooae  on,  &&  •  1*^' 

Western   Depot,  Mr.  Cook  submitted  w^ 

resolutions  in  relation  to  a  -  '  '  ^ 
the  House  refused  to  consider  it       •     -  ^ 

Western  Roads,  the  same  'gentleman  nboiittad 
a  resolution  concerning        •     *    J 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Wtji  v» 
Means -     '^^ 

Whale  Fisheries,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sttoog.' 
committee  was  appointed  to  ioqaite  tatt 
the  expediency   of   encouraging  n^'  ^ 
Americans  engaged  in  the    - 

Wheaton,  Joseph,  the  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  was  referred  to  the  kwxvj 
General         -        -        "       '      '       rr 
letter  from  that  ofiicer  thereon  •      •     •  ^' 

White,  WilUam,  a  Meaaage  from  the  ?m^^ 
of  the  United  SUtea  transiniiting  tnf^ 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  eoacenioK 
the  imprisonment  o^  at  Boenoa  Ajw  * 

White  River,  Mr.  Hendricks  presented  a  ^ 
tion  on  the  subject  of  obstruction  ^^  ^ 
navigation  of        -        -       -      *     ' 

Whitlock,  Amhrooe,  advene  report  en  the  paB*  ^ 
tbn  of,  agreed  to   •        -       •      *     ' 


Jf 

m 
ir 

lib 


c? 


INDEX. 


cvi 


U6u9e  ProoeedinffM  and  Debates, 


Page. 
Whitman,  Esekiel,  of  MaMachuietts,  was  quali- 
fied, Sec,        ......    701 

remarka  of,  on  Revolotionary  peosionfl       •     747 
on  the  bill  to  accommodate  the  circuit  court    783 
ipeech  of,  on  hit  reaolution  for  territorial 

goTerument  of  the  District  of  Columbia  -    794 
in  replj  to  Mr.  Barbour     ....    797 

on  the  Maine  bill  •  -  •  •  -  836 
remarka  of,  on  the  ratio  of  representation  -  003 
on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  Maine  bill  1407 
speech  of^  on  the  revision  of  the  tariff  •  1998 
Wilcox,  Richard,  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  issue  letters  patent  to.  read 

twice 928 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  same  effect    -  1696 

read  twice         - 1697 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1699 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -  1701 

Wile,  Conrad.    (See  MeUhior,  Uaac,) 
Wilkinson,  James,   Mr.  Rankin  presented  the 

memorial  of,  referred      ....  1289 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice      -        •        -  1617 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table          ...  1831 
discussed,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -  1836 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        •  1837 
Williams,  Jared,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  Sec    702 
Williams,  Elisha  W.    (See  Beatty,  Charks  A.) 
Williams,  James.    (See  Gooding,  John.) 
Williams,  Lewis,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, d^.         702 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Gross's  resolution  con- 
cerning Pittsburg  losses         -        .     724,  726 
on  his  resolution  concerning  executions  in 

the  army 727 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Smith        ....    728 
on  the  claim  of  S.  6.  Adams      «        .        .    738 
on  the  military  appropriations    ...  1616 
on  the  Navigation  bill        ....  1813 
speech  of,  on  his  N'avy  resolutions     -        -  2140 
remarks  of,  on  the  Loan  bill      -        -        -  2238 
Williams,  John  S.,  the  Speaker  presented  a  let- 
ter from,  explanatory  of  the  loan  of  powder 
to  the  firm  of  Stull  &,  Williams,  dec      -  1690 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  same  subject  1899 
Willis,  Henry,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 

seutatives  of,  twice  read  ...  1242 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1821 

read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table 1822 

taken  up,  and  passed         ....  1848 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  agreed  to 2184 

Winter,  Elisha  and  William,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate concerning 2221 

twice  read,  and  referred     ....  2231 
committee  discharged,  and  bill  laid  on  the 

table 2284 

Withers,  Thomas  C,  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    1669 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1821 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .  1822 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  2202 
considered,  and  agreed  to  ...  2206 

Wood,  Silas,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  dbc  -    701 
Woodbridge,  W.  W.,  delegate  from  Michigan, 

was  qaallfied,  Ac.  -  -        .712 

Worthington,  Oad,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  letd  twice, 

and  referred 7)8 

reported  without  amendment     -        •        .    738 
read  the  third  time,  and  rejected         •       -    788 
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Worthington,  Thomas,  a  letter  from  the  Comp- 
troller correcting  a  mistake  in  the  balance 
reported  against    .....  1454 

Y. 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  indefinite  postponement  of 

the  Seminole  bill 778 

on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions in  the  case  of  Mr.  Mallary     >        -    906 
on  postponing  the  Missouri  biU  '      -        -    988 
on  committing  the  Senate  amendments  to 

the  Maine  bill 1409 

on  dtMgreeing  to  certain  amendments  of 

the  same 1466, 1466 

on  disagreeing  to  the  compromise      -        .  1467 
on  insisting  upon  diugreement          •        -  1668 
on  insisting  on  all  other  amendments         -  1664 
on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Storrs  to  the  Mis- 
souri bill        1664 

on  Mr.  Taylor's  restriction  -  •  .  1665 
on  another  amendment  by  the  same  -  .  1666 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  Missouri  bill  -  1667 
on  final  passage  of  the  same  ...  1671^ 
on  concurring  with  the  Senate  amendment 

to  the  same    .        .        •        •        .  1686, 1687 
on  amending  the  rules  and  orders      -        -  1698 
on  the  amount  of  appropriation  for  fortifi- 
cations          -        .  1687 

on  the  appropriation  for  the  Military  Acad- 
emy              -  1637 

on  the  appropriation  for  pensions  -  -  1638 
on  the  appropriation  for  the  Cnmberiand 
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